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Racist  flag  flies  at  frat  house 


Border  to  frat president:  It  ain't 
coming  down 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 
VARSITY  STAFF 


A  boarder  at  the  Sigma  Nu 
fraternity  house  has  caused 
quite  a  flap  by  flying  a  modified 
Confederate  battle  flag  from  his 
second-storey  balcony  door.  The 
Confederate  flag  has  historically 
been  used  by  white  supremacists 
and  anti-civil  rights  protestors. 

According  to  incoming  Sigma 
Nu  president  Wojciech  Pianka, 
what  a  boarder  does  with  their 
room  is  up  to  them.  "We  don't  re- 
ally say  'yeah,  you  can't  do  that,'" 
said  Pianka,  adding  that  he  did 
not  notice  the  flag  until  it  was 
pointed  out  to  him  by  The  Varsity. 
Pianka  noted  that  the  boarder, 
who  has  South  Carolina  roots, 
claimed  the  flag  was  the  official 
state  flag.  The  actual  South  Caro- 
lina state  flag  features  a  crescent 
moon  and  a  Palmetto  palm  tree. 
"I  can  honestly  say  that  if  it  is  up 
there,  it  is  in  no  way  meant  to  be 
offensive,"  said  Pianka. 

For  black  U  of  T  students,  the 
flag  couldn't  be  more  offensive. 
"It's  a  mockery  of  what  this  insti- 
tution and  university  stands  for," 
said  Rocco  Kusi-Achampong, 
last  year's  SAC  president.  For 
Kusi-Achampong,  the  flag  repre- 
sents the  "widespread  torture" 
of  blacks,  and  by  not  forcing 


the  boarder  to  take  it  down,  he 
worries  that  "it  could  spell  tacit 
acceptance"  on  Sigma  Nu's  part. 
"Since  they  are  the  landlord,  they 
should  tell  him  to  remove  it," 
added  Kusi-Achampong.  Ironi- 
cally, the  Sigma  Nu  fraternity  was 
founded  by  a  Confederate  soldier 
attending  the  Virginia  Military 
Institute  in  1869.  U  of  T's  chapter 
was  founded  in  1949. 

The  Confederate  flag,  also 
known  as  the  "Southern  Cross," 
was  originally  flown  during 
the  American  Civil  War  by  the 
Southern  Confederate  states, 
who  fought  to  keep  the  enslave- 
ment of  African-Americans  legal 
in  order  to  prop  up  the  lucrative 
cotton  industry. 

The  Confederation  was  of 
course  defeated,  and  slavery 
was  abolished,  but  the  flag  did 
not  die  there.  During  the  civil 
rights  movement  of  the  1950's 
and  60's,  Southern  states  such 
as  Georgia  and  South  Carolina 
resurrected  the  flag  as  a  sign  of 
protest  against  black  rights,  in 
fact.  South  Carolina  still  flew  the 
flag  above  their  state  house  until 
2000,  when  it  was  moved  to  a  flag 
pole  (see  box). 

According  to  Mark  Potok  of  the 
Southern  Poverty  Law  Center 
in  Montgomery,  Alabama,  "the 
Confederate  battle  flag  has  been 


SIMON  TURNBULl 

Above:  The  Sigma  Nu  frat  house  on  Huron  Street.  Top  right:  A  Confederate  flag  similar  to  the  one 
being  flown  on  the  second  storey  balcony  of  the  house. 


used  by  the  [Ku  Klux]  Klan  and 
Neo-Nazi  groups,"  and  "is  inex- 
tricable linked  to  white  suprem- 
acy." He  adds  that  the  flag  has 
become  "a  central  symbol  in  a 
cultural  battle"  down  South.  Web 
Sites  selling  flags  similar  to  the 
one  at  Sigma  Nu  also  sell  Confed- 


erate flags  featuring  the  slogans 
"The  South  Will  Rise  Again"  and 
"1  Ain't  Coming  Down."  Pianka 
said  that  that's  exactly  how  the 
boarder  responded  when  he 
asked  him  about  removing  the 
flag;  "he's  not  willing  to  take  it 
down." 


Jewel  theft  at  Hart  House 


by  LESLEY  TRITES 
VARSITY  STAFF 


COURTESY  LAKSHMIRAMARAJAM 

More  than  $7,000  of  jewelry 
was  stolen  from  an  Indian  wed- 
ding at  Hart  House  on  July  4. 


Nicholas  Levitt,  a  contract  worked 
in  Philadelphia,  and  Lakshmi  Ra- 
marajam,  a  Ph.D  student  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  chose 
to  have  their  wedding  on  the  U  of 
T  campus  because  the  "setting  was 
really  fabulous,"  says  the  bride. 
They  weren't  counting  on  a  theft 
of  over  $7,000  worth  of  irreplace- 
able jewels  to  ruin  the  day. 

On  Friday,  July  4,  Levitt  and 
Ramarajam's  friends  and  fam- 
ily gathered  at  Hart  House  to 
celebrate  their  union.  For  the  oc- 
casion, Ramarajam  was  wearing 
precious  family  heirlooms  brought 
over  from  India  for  the  wedding. 
Her  mother  and  grandmother  had 
worn  these  same  jewels  for  special 
family  occasions.  After  the  Hindu 
ceremony,  the  jewels  were  left  in  a 


locked  room  on  the  second  floor  of 
Hart  House. 

During  the  dinner,  someone 
noticed  that  the  jewels  were  gone. 
The  missing  valuables  included 
a  necklace  made  of  gold  coins 
inscribed  with  the  name  "Lucksh- 
mi,"  the  Indian  goddess  of  wealth 
and  prosperity,  a  ruby  necklace, 
and  two  sets  of  diamond  earrings. 

A  wedding  guest's  bag  contain- 
ing an  Indian  passport  was  also 
stolen.  As  a  result,  Geethapriya 
Thamizharasan,  a  graduate  stu- 
dent at  SUNY-BufFalo,  almost  got 
sent  back  to  India.  She  had  great 
difficulty  obtaining  another  U.S. 
visa. 

Normally,  people  are  required  to 
sign  in  at  the  Hart  House  Porter's 
desk  in  order  to  get  a  key  to  a  room, 
but  there  are  no  sign-ins  recorded 
for  that  day.  No  one  knows  how 
the  thief  could  have  gotten  into  a 


locked  room  or  whether  the  door 
was  accidentally  left  unlocked. 

Three  days  later,  a  Caucasian 
male  was  reported  as  having  tried 
to  pawn  similar  jewels  at  a  pawn 
shop  on  Church  Street.  The  pawn 
shop,  suspicious  as  to  why  a  non- 
Indian  person  would  be  in  the  pos- 
session of  so  many  very  distinctive 
jewels,  would  not  take  them. 

"In  retrospect,"  said  Levitt,  "we 
were  glad  we  didn't  notice  until 
almost  the  end  of  the  wedding-it 
was  just  so  devastating."  The  idea 
that  someone  would  steal  jewels 
from  a  bride  on  her  wedding  day 
"breaks  my  faith  a  bit,"  added 
Levitt. 

U  of  T  Police  Sergeant  Sam 
D'Angelo  said  they  "are  hoping 
the  jewels  will  be  recovered,"  but 
was  not  at  liberty  to  speak  further 
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History  of  the 
Confederate  Flag 

1861-  With  the  election  of 
abolitionist  (anti-slavery)  Abraham 
Lincoln  as  president,  n  Southern 
states  secede  from  the  United  States 
and  form  the  Confederate  States  of 
America.  By  summer,  the  Civil  War 
has  begun,  and  the  Confederacy  fight 
under  the  Southern  Cross  battle  flag. 
They  are  eventually  defeated  in  1865. 

1956  -  To  combat  the  civil  rights 
movement,  Georgia  incorporates  the 
Confederate  flag  into  its  state  flag, 
which  flew  until  2001 

1962  -  South  Carolina  follows 
suit,  as  an  all-white  legislature  votes 
to  fly  the  Confederate  Flag  atop  the 
state  house,  where  it  would  fly  until 
2000.  Undaunted,  the  flag  wasn't  re- 
moved completely,  but  moved  to  a  30 
foot-high  flag  pole  on  the  lawn  of  the 
state  house,  where  it  remains  today. 
A  boycott  of  South  Carolina  by  the 
NAACP  (National  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Colored  People) 
also  remains  to  this  day. 

1992  -  With  the  release  of  the 
Spike  Lee  film  Malcolm  X  and  the 
growing  popularity  of  hats  and  T- 
shirts  bearing  the  film's  "X"  logo, 
white  supremacists  begin  selling 

T-shirts  featuring  the  Confederate 
flag  and  the  slogan  "You  wear  your 
'X'  and  I'll  wear  mine." 

2002  -  Republican  majority  leader 
Trent  Lott  resigns  after  praising 
Strom  Thurmond's  1948  pro-seg- 
regation "Dixiecrat"  presidential 
campaign. 
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U  of  T's  Iranian  students 
rally  behind  comrades 


by  DAVIO  SHIGA 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Iranian  students  from  U  of  T, 
York,  Ryerson,  and  Waterloo  are 
banding  together  to  defend  their 
counterparts  in  Iran  against  a  bru- 
tal crackdown  on  dissent.  Calling 
themselves  the  Canadian  Iranian 
Student  Congress  for  Democracy, 
they  kicked  off  their  campaign  on 
July  8,  with  an  event  that  brought 
an  overflow  crowd  to  U  of  T's  Ma- 
cleod  Auditorium. 

More  than  500  people  filled  the 
auditorium  beyond  capacity,  forc- 
ing many  to  sit  on  the  floor  or  stand 
at  the  back.  It  was  an  evening  of 
remembrance  of  the  student  upris- 
ing on  July  9, 1999,  and  a  call  to  sup- 
port the  students  in  Iran.  Protests 
in  Iran  have  been  met  with  a  new 
crackdown  in  the  past  two  months, 
during  which  more  than  4,000  have 
been  arrested. 

"Four  years  ago,  on  July  9,  1999, 
a  new  chapter  began  in  the  struggle 
of  the  Iranian  people  for  human 
rights  and  democracy-a  struggle 
that  has  been  led  by  university 
students,"  said  an  organizer  who 
opened  the  event. 

Bahman  Kalbasi,  a  U  of  T  biology 
student  who  was  arrested  in  Iran 
in  1999  for  his  role  in  the  protests. 


gave  a  passionate  speech  at  the 
event.  He  was  held  for  four  months 
in  an  Iranian  prison,  then  told  he 
was  forbidden  to  attend  univer- 
sity upon  his  release.  So  he  came  to 
Canada,  where  he  began  his  studies 
atUofT. 

Students  have  played  a  big  role 
in  recent  Iranian  politics.  Moham- 
mad Khatami,  now  the  reformist 
president  of  Iran,  initially  "didn't 
seem  to  have  a  lot  of  chance  to 
win"  in  the  1997  elections,  Kalbasi 
said  in  an  interview.  "The  conserva- 
tive hardliners  were  confident  that 
he  would  not  win."  His  prospects 
improved  when  students  started 
backing  him  and  organized  speak- 
ing engagements  for  him  across  the 
country. 

The  beating  death  of  Canadian 
photojournalist  Zahra  Kazemi, 
which  came  less  than  a  week  af- 
ter the  U  of  T  event,  has  brought 
renewed  attention  to  the  human 
rights  issues  raised  by  the  students. 
Kalbasi  appeared  on  CBC  televi- 
sion and  other  media  to  ask  why 
the  Canadian  government  hadn't 
done  more  sooner  to  help  Kazemi. 
He  now  worries  that  the  more  than 
100  students  still  in  jail  are  in  dan- 
ger as  well. 

Even  here,  the  fear  is  palpable, 
with  some  people  refusing  to  be 


quoted  for  fear  of  what  might  hap- 
pen if  they  should  ever  return  to 
Iran.  But  despite  the  discontent 
with  the  Iranian  regime,  there  was 
little  support  for  a  possible  U.S. 
military  intervention  in  Iran  at  the 
U  of  T  event.  Many  speakers  at  the 
event  spoke  out  against  a  possible 
U.S.  military  intervention  in  Iran, 
to  repeated  bouts  of  applause.  Some 
pointed  to  the  last  time  the  US  in- 
tervened in  Iran,  in  a  1953  coup  that 
resulted  in  dictatorship.  Placards  in 
the  crowd  said  "Democracy  from 
within"  and  "Iran  needs  freedom, 
not  bombs." 

Kalbasi  suggested  Canada  and 
other  countries  should  cut  diplo- 
matic and  trade  ties  with  Iran  to 
protest  its  treatment  of  dissidents 
instead. 

The  student  congress  is  now  look- 
ing to  sign  up  students  at  campuses 
across  Canada.  They're  launching 
a  Web  site  called  www.july9.org 
as  part  of  their  campaign.  They 
plan  to  post  English  translations 
■  of  Iranian  news  to  make  it  more  ac- 
cessible to  Western  media.  Another 
member  of  the  group,  Hossein  De- 
rakshan,  who  is  well  known  to  Ira- 
nians as  a  journalist  and  weblogger, 
has  launched  a  blogging  site  for  U  of 
T  students  at  www.uoftblogs.com. 


Tehran  University  students  look  on  in  1999  after  their  dorm  was 
attacked  by  government-sanctioned  vigilantes. 


Are  you  a 
political  animal? 


Are  there  issues  you  care  about  that 
the  politicians  are  ignoring? 


Reality  TV  show  seeks  candidates 


You  could  become  a  seasoned  politician  In 
three  short  weeks  -  with  the  help  of  an 
expert  team, 


Interested? 


Call  (416)  205-5957 


Your  country  needs  you. 


CORRECTION: 

In  the  June  issue  we  mistakenly  printed  film  reviewer  Mike  Brown's  surname  as 
Smith.  The  Varsity  apologizes  for  the  error. 


More  women  in  law  than  ever 


by  NAOMI  FANCE 
VARSITY  STAFF 


For  the  fourth  year  in  a  row  women  have  made 
up  the  majority  of  new  Ontario  lawyers  called 
to  the  bar. 

The  percentage  of  women  lawyers  has  been 
steadily  increasing  over  the  years  and  constituted 
54  per  cent  of  new  lawyers  in  Ontario  this  year. 
Lisa  Reilly  of  the  Law  Society  of  Upper  Canada 
commented  that:  "this  has  been  a  trend  over  the 
past  few  years."  The  statistics  show  that  the  so- 
ciety is  achieving  the  diversity  that  it  strives  for: 
"Our  focus  is  to  make  the  legal  profession  con- 
tinuously more  representative  and  encouraging 
students  to  choose  law  as  a  career,"  said  Reilly 

Statistics  for  other  areas  of  equity  are  variable 
because  they  are  based  on  voluntary  self-identi- 
fication, but  seem  to  show  that  there  is  a  steady 
level  of  francophone,  aboriginal  and  visible  mi- 
nority lawyers  graduating  over  the  past  couple 
of  years. 


EVENTS  LISTING 


Coriolanus  &  Titus  Androntcus 

Canopy  Theatre  Company  and  Hart  House 
Theatre  present  Shakespeare's  Coriolanus 
&  Titus  Andronicus.  Philosopher's  Stage  at 
Philosopher's  Walk.  8  pm.  Wed,  Jul  23-Sat, 
Aug  9.  Pay  what  you  can.  Tickets  at  door. 
416-978-8668 

Now  that  I've  Graduated,  What's  Next? 

Thu,  Aug  7,  10:10-11:30  a.m.  Career  Centre 
Details:  (416)  978-8001 


Another  area  of  change  within  the  profession 
is  the  average  age  of  those  being  called  to  the 
bar.  The  average  age  is  flow  31,  whereas  it  used 
to  be  in  the  mid-twenties.  In  the  last  ceremony 
in  Ottawa  34  of  the  148  students  were  over  the 
age  of  40. 

Toronto  is  one  of  three  Ontario  cities  which 
holds  call  to  the  bar  ceremonies  and  a  total  of  691 
new  lawyers  were  called  at  the  ceremony  held  at 
Roy  Thompson  Hall. 

The  increase  in  graduating  women  lavvyers 
does  not  come  as  a  surprise  to  Reilly  because 
women  now  outnumber  men  at  the  under- 
graduate level  in  university  anyway.  There  are  no 
special  quotas  for  women  to  go  to  law  school  so 
the  high  number  of  women  in  the  bar  admission 
course  can  be  explained  by  the  increase  at  the 
undergraduate  level.  The  percentage  of  female 
lawyers  has  been  steadily  increasing  for  several 
years  now.  Fifty-four  per  cent  of  those  called  to 
the  bar  this  year  were  women,  compared  to  52 
per  cent  in  2001  and  47  per  cent  in  1999. 


Discounted  metropass  on  sale 

Passes  available  to  students  and  staff  at  U  of 
T  with  photo  id  and  T-Card.  SAC  office,  12 
Hart  House  Circle.  9-5  Mon,  Jul  28  -  Fri,  Aug 
I.  9-7  Thurs,  Jul  31.  Cash  only.  Passes  also 
available  at  the  SCSU  office  on  Scarborough 
campus. 

Free  events  listings  for  campus  organizations. 
Email:  editor@thevarsity.ca. 


JEM  ELS» 

on  the  case  because  the  investigation  is  still 
ongoing.  The  Toronto  police  are  in  the  pro- 
cess of  appointing  a  detective  to  the  case, 
which  can  take  up  to  two  weeks.  Ramarajam 
says  she  does  not  "have  the  feeling  that  it's  a 
full-fledged  investigation." 

Chris  Lea,  the  Facilities  Manager  at  Hart 
House,  said  that  Hart  House  experiences 
thefts  "all  the  time"  and  that  "things  are 
often  left  unguarded"  at  weddings.  Since 


Hart  House  is  an  open  building,  they  try  to 
warn  people  by  putting  signs  up  around  Hart 
House  and  have  safe  boxes  for  valuables  be- 
hind the  reception  desk. 

Levitt  still  referred  to  Hart  House  as  a 
"perfect  place  to  have  a  wedding."  Ramara- 
jam adds  that  the  staff  "did  a  really  excellent 
job  for  us."  It  was  "definitely  just  an  issue  of 
security,"  she  said,  "an  unfortunate  lapse  on 
everyone's  part." 
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Get  over  gay  marriage 


byCANDICEDEBI 


This  is  in  response  to  the  article 
against  same  sex  marriages  titled, 
'"Statement  on  the  Status  of  Marriage 
in  Canada."  It  was  published  in  June 
by  the  Globe  and  Mail  and  signed  by 
many  professors  in  Canada,  includ- 
ing two  professors  from  U  of  T. 

The  United  States  and  Canada 
were  an  experiment.  There  are  few 
other  places  in  the  world  that  have 
so  many  people  of  different  faiths 
and  ethnicities  working  together. 
Uniquely,  Canada  and  the  United 
States  were  able  to  prevent  their  dif- 
ferences from  working  against  them 
by  developing  countries  where  all 
people  are  treated  at  equal. 

Canada  was  initially  conquered 
by  Europeans  with  Judeo-Christian 
beliefs  that  laid  the  foundation  for 
many  of  the  traditions  and  values 
we  have  today.  Yet  Canada  has 
come  a  long  way  from  its  conserva- 
tive European  roots.  As  thankful  as 
we  are  to  our  history,  we  have  the 
knowledge  and  power  to  tweak  our 
mighty  democracy.  Our  laws  include 
all  genders  and  ethnicities.  We  are 
country  that  believes  in  equal  rights 
and  freedoms  for  all  individuals.  Or 
are  we? 

Marriage,  a  freedom  enjoyed  by 
most  Canadians,  has  been  restricted 


until  now  to  "the  union  of  one  man 
and  one  woman."  The  Canadian 
authorities  are  proposing  to  make 
this  freedom  accessible  to  all  Cana- 
dians, whether  they  are  gay,  lesbian, 
or  heterosexual.  According  to  the 
statement  published  in  the  Globe  and 
Mail,  this  imposes  a  new  "ideology" 
of  marriage  that  weakens  the  con- 
cept of  the  institution  itself 

We  have  parents  who 
adopt  and  many  single 
parent  families  that 
also  challenge  the 
notion  of  a  nuclear 
family.  Don't  these 
relationships  also  re- 
invent the  definition  of 
marriage? 

The  argument  against  same  sex 
marriages  is  emotionally  and  reli- 
giously charged.  Those  arguments 
work  great  in  a  theocracy,  but  not 
in  Canadian  democracy.  Whether 
or  not  one  agrees  with  same-sex 


marriages,  banning  them  is  nothing 
more  than  discrimination.  In  Can- 
ada, common  law  marriages  are  up 
by  20  per  cent  (according  to  Census 
Canada)  and  steadily  increasing.  We 
have  parents  who  adopt  and  many 
single  parent  families  that  also  chal- 
lenge the  notion  of  a  nuclear  family. 
Don't  these  relationships  also  re-in- 
vent the  definition  of  marriage? 

Essentially,  the  true  purpose  of 
marriage  is  to  create  a  sense  of  sta- 
bility in  our  society.  It  is  one  of  the 
last  anti-secular  traditions  left  in  the 
western  world.  Marriage,  accord- 
ing to  the  Globe  and  Mail,  promotes 
monogamous  and  faithful  relation- 
ships, and  enables  persons  to  raise 
children  in  a  conjugal  union.  If  two 
loving  people  are  willing  to  make  a 
commitment  together,  gay  or  not, 
they  are  clearly  not  a  threat  but  an 
encouragement  to  the  tradition  of 
marriage. 

Despite  fears  from  religious 
groups,  this  law  will  not  force  any- 
one to  sanctify  homosexuality  or 
force  them  to  perform  ceremonies 
that  are  against  their  own  beliefs. 
Legalizing  same  sex-marriage  mere- 
ly gives  homosexuals  the  freedom  to 
participate  in  our  society  as  equal 
citizens.  Once  again,  Canada  has 
the  opportunity  to  lead  the  way  in 
destroying  discrimination. 


Green  conference  a  sprawling  success 


byLOICJOUWOT 


We  all  know  that  the  climate  is 
changing.  The  debate  is  pretty 
much  settled  among  the  scientists 
of  the  Intergovernmental  Panel  on 
Climate  Change,  the  UN  body  who 
issued  yet  another  alarming  report 
in  200I.  Soon  to  come:  environmen- 
tal refugees,  the  displacement  of  our 
local  ecosystem,  the  extinction  of 
our  favourite  species,  havoc  on  the 
farm,  and  our  holiday  destination 
cancelled  due  to  floods.  Unless,  of 
course,  we  decide  to  act. 

Much  of  the  problem  lies  in  our 
wasteful  habits.  We've  opted  for  the 
suburban  family  home,  complete 
with  air-conditioning,  an  SUV  (and 
its  bedroom,  the  garage),  a  grid- 
locked  expressway,  and,  oh  don't 
forget,  the  kid's  asthma.  Nowadays, 
some  of  us  even  drive  military  ve- 
hicles to  Starbucks.  Mr.  Bush  says 
our  lifestyle  is  non-negotiable.  I  say: 
perhaps  we  should  emphasize  qual- 
ity over  quantity. 

It  is  about  time  that  someone 
tackle  the  issue  of  urban  sprawl  and 
liberate  us  from  the  automobile. 
"We  would  very  much  like  to  put 


urban  sprawl  on  the  political  agenda 
of  everyone  running  for  office  this 
fall,  those  at  the  provincial  and  mu- 
nicipal level,"  says  Edmund  Fowler 
(nicknamed  Terry),  professor  of  po- 
litical science  at  York  University  and 
co-organizer  of  a  conference  entitled 
"Kyoto  and  Sprawl,"  held  this  week- 
end at  Glendon  College  in  Toronto. 
"We  are  not  just  trying  to  connect 
the  dots  intellectually.  The  idea  is 
to  put  together  a  political  coalition." 
It's  so  refreshing  to  attend  a  confer- 
ence that  goes  beyond  academic 
chit-chat. 

Elizabeth  May,  executive  director 
of  the  Sierra  Club,  is  undaunted  by 
the  mammoth  enterprise.  "The  es- 
sence of  a  citizens-based  campaign 
is  that  you  don't  give  up  because  the 
odds  are  impossible,  in  fact  you're 
encouraged  by  that.  Over  and  over 
again,  citizen  activist  groups  accom- 
plish the  impossible,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Spadina  expressway,"  she  says. 
The  heroes  of  the  successful  1960s 
campaign  who  attended  the  event 
received  a  standing  ovation. 

A  series  of  intense  workshops 
squeezed  a  number  of  policy  recom- 
mendations out  of  the  participants. 


Suggestions  included  setting  hard 
urban  boundaries,  funnelling  part 
of  the  gasoline  tax  to  public  transit, 
restricting  donations  to  municipal 
politics  and  reforming  or  abolishing 
the  Ontario  Municipal  Board.  The 
OMB  is  the  defacto  un-elected  pro- 
vincial planning  body  and  the  cause 
of  much  of  the  trouble. 

Meanwhile,  as  I  cycled  from  home 
to  the  conference  and  back  through 
the  Don  Valley  and  Sunnybrook 
park,  my  eyes  were  beginning  to 
open.  I  realized  how  splendid  it 
would  be  to  interconnect  all  the 
green  spaces  in  our  city  in  a  network 
of  trails.  And  in  my  world,  the  kids 
were  not  just  rollerblading,  they 
were  swimming  in  the  creeks,  too. 

"For  years  we've  had  an  excellent 
theoretical  understanding  about 
how  sprawl  is  bad  for  the  environ- 
ment. We've  understood  this  for  de- 
cades. And  yet  it  is  happening  more 
rapidly  now  than  ever  before.  Why  is 
it  that  we  are  not  moving?"  asks  Jack 
Layton,  leader  of  the  federal  New 
Democratic  Party. 

Well  I'm  thinking,  perhaps  it's 
something  to  do  with  the  Tory  slo- 
gan: "The  road  ahead." 


LETTERS 


Give  SAC  the  sack? 


In  the  last  few  months,  I  have  heard 
rumblings  of  discontent  from  many 
college  groups  regarding  SAC's  ef- 
fectiveness as  a  student  government. 
Most  recently,  outrage  has  been 
expressed  by  UCLit  against  some  of 
SAC's  election  policies;  specifically 
the  race  for  VP  Operations.  The 
complaint  was  not  well  received  by 
SAC,  and  UCLit  was  blown  off  in  a 
rather  condescending  manner. 

SAC  has  often  been  accused  of  a 
lack  of  accountability.  Dismissing 
formal  complaints  lodged  by  other 
student  bodies  is  a  testament  to 
this.  Basically,  SAC  said  "we  don't 
care  what  you  think-go  back  to 
your  constituent  college,  and  we'll 
continue  to  fight  amongst  ourselves 
with  your  money." 

It  is  obvious  why  colleges  and 
suburban  campuses  strongly  support 


opting-out  of  SAC.  SAC  has  just 
proved  that  indeed,  they  do  not  care 
about  the  concerns  of  students. 

Maybe  SAC  will  act  responsibly 
when  a  college  or  suburban  campus 
actually  does  opt  out.  By  then  it 
may  be  too  late  to  turn  the  tide  of 
ensuing  opt-outs,  leaving  SAC  a 
desolate  wasteland  of  (bad)  student 
politics. 

SAC  was  created  to  represent  the 
students  at  U  of  T.  Ignoring  their 
will  is  not  representing  them.  It 
is  sad  that  we  have  responded  to 
UCLit  with  a  denigrating  response; 
that  we  are  too  busy  at  playing 
politics  and  fighting  petty  wars  to 
actually  listen  to  a  genuine  student 
complaint. 

Ari  David  Kopolovic 

SAC  Director,  Vic 


Back  up  off  my  homies,  yo! 

Re:  Crabbin'  about  scabbin',  June  25 


The  last  edition  of  The  Varsity 
featured  an  opinion  piece  by  Alex 
Kerner  that  called  former  U  of  T 
governor  Sean  Mullin  and  current 
U  of  T  governor  Mike  Foderick 
"Scabs."  Readers  of  The  Varsity 
should  be  reminded  of  just  who 
these  two  student  representatives 
are: 

Sean  Mullin  has  served  as  SAC 
external  commissioner  and  just 
completed  a  term  as  a  student  repre- 
sentative on  the  U  of  T  Governing 
Council.  When  not  in  school  he 
works  for  his  local  provincial  MP. 
Sean  has  been  active  in  student- 
administration  efforts  to  reform 
OSAP  and  improve  student  housing 
on  campus,  and  was  a  leader  in  the 
effort  to  stop  the  proposed  increases 
in  law  tuition  this  year.  Mr.  Kerner's 
accusations  are  completely  false. 

Mike  Foderick  just  replaced  Sean 
on  Governing  Council  and  was 
the  architect  of  the  discount  TTC 
metropass.  Last  year  he  served  as 
chair  and  CEO  of  The  Varsity,  and 
he  is  chair  of  the  charitable  Laidlaw 
Foundation's  youth  engagement 
programme.  He  has  also  worked  for 
several  Toronto  city  councillors,  sits 
on  several  city  committees,  and  has 
written  a  number  of  motions  that 
are  now  city  by-laws.  He  has  re- 
ceived many  awards  for  community 
service  and  volunteerism  including 
the  Queen's  Golden  Jubilee  Medal. 
Mr.  Kerner  makes  the  ludicrous 
insinuation  that  Mike  is  in  favour 
of  deregulation-despite  Mike's  own 
statement  that  "the  deregulation  of 


law  and  other  professional  programs 
must  be  stopped  dead  in  its  tracks." 

These  two  are  model  members 
of  the  U  of  T  community  and  are 
among  the  most  highly  regarded 
students  at  this  university.  One 
wonders  why  Mr.  Kerner  chose  to 
target  them  for  his  latest  personal 
attack. 

Benjamin  Arye  H  Bach 

Director,  SAC 
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More  human  than  human? 


Artificial  Perception  Lab 
pioneers  better-than-human 
senses  for  computers 


by  JOANNE  TANG 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Computers  don't  always  make 
our  lives  easier.  Consider  how 
time  consuming  typing  can  be, 
or  how  easily  pocket  PCs  mis- 
read handwriting.  David  Halup- 
ka,  a  U  of  T  master's  student  in 
electrical  engineering,  is  hoping 
to  turn  things  around. 

"I  want  to  get  rid  of  the  key- 
board," Halupka  says.  He  is  de- 
signing a  chip  that  could,  along 
with  a  pair  of  microphones,  im- 
prove the  performance  level  of 
speech  recognition  devices. 

Less  than  the  size  of  a  stamp, 
his  chip  has  the  capacity  to  both 
locate  the  sound  of  interest  and 
to  separate  from  background 
noise. 

There  are  already  speech 
recognition  systems  that  allow 
you  to  control  your  computer 
by  talking  to  it.  "However, 
they  fail  when  noise  corrupts 
the  user's  voice,"  Halupka  says. 
With  his  sound  localization  and 
separation  chip,  he  hopes  to  re- 
duce noise  interference,  so  that 
speech  recognition  systems  will 
work  well  in  multiple  settings. 

Halupka  is  one  of  35  students 
working  at  U  of  T's  Artificial 
Perception  Lab,  founded  in  2001 
by  Professor  Parham  Aarabi  in 
order  to  research  how  computers 
can  benefit  people. 

Equipped  with  24  microphones 
located  all  around  the  lab,  sev- 
eral web  cameras,  and  numer- 
ous workstations,  the  lab  is  also 
home  to  a  robot  tour  guide.  As 
the  robot  explains  what  goes  on 


in  each  section,  the  microphones 
pick  up  its  voice  and  a  computer 
calculates  its  location.  Once 
it  knows  where  it  is,  the  robot 
moves  to  the  nearest  station  it 
hasn't  already  visited. 

The  robot  looks  nothing  like 
a  human,  though,  and  Professor 
Aarabi  never  wanted  it  to.  There 
are  many  researchers  who  try  to 
make  computers  look  and  act 
like  people,  but  Aarabi  doesn't 
agree  with  this  approach. 

We  don't  have  the 


computational  ability 


ot  mimic  what  the 


human  brain  does. 


"The  human  brain  is  so  com- 
plicated," he  explains.  "Even  if 
we  have  the  same -sensors  as  a 
human  has-eyes  and  ears,  mi- 
crophones and  cameras-we  don't 
have  the  computational  ability 
to  mimic  what  the  human  brain 
does.  If  you  were  to  use  two 
cameras  and  two  microphones, 
humans  will  always  do  better." 

Rather  than  attempting  to 
duplicate  man's  mental  capabili- 
ties. Professor  Aarabi  chooses 
to  mimic  and  go  beyond  human 
perception.  "We  try  to  have  sen- 
sors that  humans  may  not  have, 
[like]  24  microphones.  Humans 
don't  have  24  ears." 

One    interesting  application 


KARA  DILLON 


Electronic  brain:  David  Halupka,  a  U  of  T  master's  student  shows 
ofF a  circuit  board  containing  his  sound-perception  chip. 


of  the  equipment  at  the  lab  is 
spatial  speech  projection.  All 
24  microphones  simultane- 
ously broadcast  different  sound 
tracks,  and  the  combination 
produces  different  results  at  dif- 
ferent locations  in  space.  A  per- 
son at  one  end  of  the  room  hears 
completely  different  sounds 
from  someone  at  the  other  end. 

Such  processing  requires  a  lot 
of  power.  Halupka  is  interested 
in  low-power  designs.  He  is  also 


interested  in  convenience,  which 
is  why  he  wants  to  apply  his  chip 
to  the  palm  pilot.  "I  want  to  be 
able  to  pick  up  my  palm  and  go, 
'Show  me  this,  show  me  that,' 
just  by  speaking  to  it." 

Halupka  believes  spatial 
speech  recognition  could  ex- 
tend to  hands-free  car  controls, 
smart  homes,  and  anything  else 
that  uses  voice  commands.  "It's 
time  that  technology  started 
adapting  to  us." 
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SCIENCE  BRIEFS 

Life  inside  a  laser 

For  the  first  time  ever,  researchers 
have  seen  the  electrical  forces  that 
ebb  and  flow  at  the  centre  of  a  laser 
in  real  time.  U  of  T  researchers  led 
by  Ted  Sargent  published  a  3-D 
map  of  electron  activity  inside  a 
working  laser  in  the  June  9  issue  of 
Applied  Physics  Letters. 

The  researchers  used  a  diamond 
coated  silicon  tip  only  ten  nano- 
meters wide  to  make  the  voltage 
measurements. 

"How  that  voltage  distributes 
itself  across  the  laser  is  of  great 
interest,"  said  Scott  Kuntze,  a 
Master's  student  working  under 
Sargent.  "If  we  can  understand 
that  we  [can]  understand  how  the 
laser  works." 

Understanding  where  the  elec- 
trons are  going  is  an  important  first 
step  towards  improved  manufac- 
turing and  efficient  laser  designs. 
Results  already  show  leakage  in 
some  lasers. 

"In  the  next  iteration,  designers 
will  now  know  that  they're  losing 
this  current,"  says  Kuntze. 

Looking  ahead,  Sargent's  group 
will  continue  to  perfect  and 
broaden  the  technique  to  help  test 
theoretical  models  of  lasers  that 
have  for  years  gone  without  experi- 
mental verification. 
-IAN  HA 


Oldest  planet  found 

Astronomers  using  NASA's  Hubble 
Space  Telescope  have  identified 
the  oldest  known  planet,  a  gas  gi- 
ant located  5,600  light  years  away. 
The  planet  is  2.5  times  the  mass  of 
Jupiter  and  at  12.7  billion  years,  is 
only  a  billion  years  younger  than 
the  universe  itself  The  planet  had 
been  detected  more  than  a  decade 
ago,  but  its  status  as  a  planet  was 
debated  throughout  the  1990s. 

Recent  work  using  precise  ob- 
servations from  Hubble  allowed 
the  researchers  to  calculate  its 
mass  and  determine  that  it  is  in- 
deed a  planet.  It  orbits  around  two 
stars  in  a  "globular"  star  cluster. 
Globular  clusters  are  giant  balls 
of  stars  which  were  formed  early 
in  the  universe's  evolution.  It  was 
thought  that  globular  clusters 
could  not  contain  planets,  since 
they  contain  few  of  the  necessary 
heavy  elements.  The  discovery 
shows  that  planets  were  forming 
far  earlier  than  expected,  suggest- 
ing that  there  may  be  more  planets 
in  the  universe  than  previously 
thought. 
-QINGHUAWANG 
Source:  NASA 
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Arts  &  Entertainment 


Fringe 
Benefits 


Toronto's  largest  theatre  festival  celebrated 
^  years  of  the  dramatic  and  the  droll  this 
month.  The  Varsity's  intrepid  critics  offer 
up  the  good,  the  bad,  and  the  truly  wretched 
from  among  the  12^  plays  presented  at  this 
years  Fringe. 


COURTESY FDLT PRODUCTIONS 


Best  of  the  Fest:  Batalion  and  Saibil  return  with  a  triumphant  sequel  to  Job:  The  Hip-Hop  Musical 


by  IAN  HA.SHAKIRHAQ.  LUKASKUS, 
MARY  LEE,  ADRIAN  LIU,  AND  YASMIN 
SIDDIQUI 


Jfob  II:  The  Demon  of 
Eternal  Recurrence 

George  Ignatietf  Theatre 
July  5,  7  p.m. 
Rating:  VVVVV 


There's  only  one  question  you 
can  ask  the  two  twenty-some- 
thing masterminds  who  were  the 
smash  hit  of  last  year's  Fringe 
with  a  hysterically  funny  and 
clever  corporate  take  on  the 
story  of  Job — what's  next?  For 
Eli  Batalion  and  Jerome  Saibil, 
the  answer  was  clear — Job  II: 
The  Demon  of  Eternal  Recurrence, 
of  course!  This  time,  though,  the 
two  Brown  University  philosophy 
grads  from  Montreal,  who  both 
write  and  perform  their  own 
shows,  have  left  Biblical  tales 
behind  for  something  closer  to 
home.  Nietzsche  gone...  hip-hop} 

It  may  sound  crazy,  but  it 
works.  Donning  do-rags  and 
Adidas-style  track  suits,  da  boyz 
pick  up  exactly  where  they  left 
off  \nJob  /,  with  Saibil's  alter-ego, 
MC  Cain,  having  shot  his  brother 
and  partner  in  hip-hop,  MC  Abel 
(Batalion)  in  a  fit  of  rebellious 
rage.  With  a  hailstorm  of  inge- 
nious rhymes  and  stick-in-your- 
head  tunes,  MC  Cain  runs  from 
the  cops,  defiantly  asserting  his 
"every  man  for  himself"  views  at 
every  turn,  while  MC  Abel  wakes 
from  a  coma  to  find  himself  kid- 
napped by  Fred,  a  rhymester  de- 
termined to  resurrect  the  world 
of  hip-hop  by  turning  Abel  into 
an  Uber-Rapper. 

Batalion  and  Saibil  are  con- 
summate performers,  balancing 
impeccable  comic  timing  with 
high  energy  and  remarkable  on- 
stage unison.  The  two  actors  are 
absolutely  in  tune  with  each  other 
from  start  to  finish,  each  playing 
numerous  characters  and  swing- 
ing from  voice  to  voice,  speech  to 
song  and  dance,  without  a  hitch. 
Few  shows  at  the  Fringe  manage 
to  fill  houses  and  garner  standing 
ovations — Job  II  did  both,  and 
deservedly  so.— YS 


The  Ugly  Duchess 

Robert  Gill  Theatre 
July  i2th,  8p.m. 
Rating:  VVVVV 

Reminiscent  of  heroines  like  Mar- 
garet Lawrence's  Hagar  Shipley, 
The  Ugly  Duchess  is  an  absolutely 
wonderful  monologue  written 
in  the  voice  of  Margarethe,  14th 
Century  Princess  of  Bohemia, 
reputed  to  be  the  "paragon  of  ugli- 
ness". Paul  Terry's  performance  is 
a  remarkable  portrayal  of  an  intel- 
ligent, lonely,  embittered  woman 
who  longs  to  be  loved  by  her  hus- 
band and  her  subjects  but  is  only 
greeted  by  revulsion  and  mockery. 
The  writing  takes  the  audience 
through  an  intelligent  plot  involv- 
ing politics,  history  and  intrigue. 
Margarethe  responds  to  her  world 
with  bitterness,  wit,  humour,  and 
finally  acceptance.  Though  the 
theme  of  beauty  runs  throughout 
the  play  (props  include  a  looking 
glass  and  a  dressing  table),  the 
writing  and  direction  refrain  from 
turning  this  personal  story  into  a 
social  study  on  beauty  and  conse- 
quently it  has  a  far  greater  impact 
on  our  ideas  of  beauty,  goodness, 
and  humanity.  The  story  is  well- 
written,  portraying  the  world's 
reaction  to  Margarethe  and  later, 
her  own  response  to  ugliness.  The 
direction  and  lighting  are  simple 
but  effective,  transporting  us  from 
the  Duchess'  bedroom  to  the  cold 
dark  passages  beneath  the  castle. 
Through  excellent  acting,  direc- 
tion and  writing,  The  Ugly  Duchess 
finally  finds  love  at  the  Fringe— ML 

IncoheRANT 

St.  Vladimir's  Theatre 
July  9,  6:30  p.m. 
Rating:  VVVVv 

IncoheRANT  is  as  absurd  as  its  title 
would  suggest.  The  play  concerns 
the  story  of  a  pair  of  homeless 
friends  who  awake  one  day  to  find 
themselves  enclosed  in  a  giant  box 
with  no  means  of  escape.  As  they 
attempt  to  resolve  this  situation,  a 
pulsating  purple  light  appears  be- 
fore them  and  informs  them  that 
they  have  been  recruited  for  a  new 
job:  they  are  to  be  God.  As  this 
mysterious  heavenly  messenger 
explains  to  them,  God  has  decided 


to  quit  and  they  are  to  take  His 
place.  Truly  a  modern-day  Wait- 
ing For  Godot,  the  rest  of  the  play 
involves  a  series  of  philosophical 
rants  as  the  characters  attempt  to 
come  to  terms  with  their  predica- 
ment. Geoffrey  Ewert  and  Aaron 
Talbot  are  hilarious  and  seem  to 
feed  off  of  each  other's  energy  on 
stage.  Their  childish  playfulness 
and  highly  physical  acting  make 
for  a  truly  captivating  perfor- 
mance. Moreover,  the  pair  seems 
very  comfortable  interacting  with 
their  audience,  making  the  show 
feel  cozy  and  intimate  in  the  small 
St.  Vlad's  space.— LK 

The  Seducer's  Diary 

Glen  Morris  Studio 
July  II,  2  p.m. 
Rating:  WW 

This  theatrical  adaptation  of 
Soren  Kierkegaard's  The  Seducer's 
Diary  takes  a  controversial  tale 
of  seduction  to  the  next  level.  It 
intertwines  two  plotlines,  one  set 
in  the  mid-nineteenth  century  and 
the  other  in  the  present.  Johannes 
and  Joanne,  the  two  protagonists 
in  each  time  period  respectively, 
explore  the  limits  of  seduction 
imposed  upon  their  prey. 

The  two  actors  playingjohannes 
(Daniel  Chap.m.an-Smith)  and 
Joanne  (U  of  T  Drama  grad  Dar- 
rah  Teitel)  were  not  only  convinc- 
ing and  enjoyable  as  sadistic  se- 
ducers, but  when  the  time  period 
shifted,  they  played  the  innocent 
counterparts  with  equal  tenacity, 
drawing  sympathy  from  the  audi- 
ence. Credit  must  also  go  to  sup- 
porting cast  members  Tracy  Fuller 
and  Natalya  Ratner  who  added 
to  the  play's  fluidity  and  offered 
much-needed  comic  relief  in  such 
a  dark  show. 

The  most  splendid  moment  in 
this  show  was  during  one  Johannes 
monologue,  where  the  three 
women  underscored  the  dialogue 
by  singing  a  motet-inspired  work 
and  would  burst  out  in  a  choral 
'Amen'  at  appropriate  breaks  in 
the  monologue. 

The  play  definitely  pushed  the 
theatrical  envelope  with  its  ex- 
plicit sexual  content —  Darrah, 
who  both  wrote  and  starred  in  the 
production,  said  in  an  interview: 


"I  wanted  to  do  an  adaptation  [of 
Kierkegaard's  work}  that  would 
examine  the  misogyny  and  look 
at  seduction  from  a  feminist  per- 
spective." With  this  Fringe  offer- 
ing, Teitel  certainly  achieves  her 
goal.-SH 

Shakespeare 's 
Gladiator  Games 

Trinity  College  Field, 
July  6,  2  p.m. 
Rating:  WW 

Shakespeare  translated  to  a  rug- 
by field,  Shakespeare  gone  soccer- 
crazy,  and  Shakespeare  in  gladia- 
tor games  style — such  are  the  wild 
and  wacky  ideas  of  Chris  Cocu- 
luzzi  and  Matt  Toner,  the  brains 
behind  Upstart  Crow  Produc- 
tions' successful  Fringe  series  of 
comedic  Bard-ic  twists.  Last  year. 
Upstart  Crow  transferred  Hamlet, 
King  Lear,  Othello  and  Macbeth  to 
the  soccer  field  to  duke  it  out  for 
the  title  of  Best  Shakespearean 
tragedy;  this  year,  they've  chosen 
a  gladiatorial  setting,  a  natural  fit 
to  spoof  the  Bard's  Greek  and  Ro- 
man plays. 

A  mammoth  ensemble  cast  of 
over  thirty  actors  romped  through 
a  witty  script  with  few  miscues, 
referencing  everything  from  The 
Lion  King  to  American  Idol  amid 
slivers  of  actual  Shakespearean 
text.  While  the  constant  switch- 
ing from  play  to  play  did  get 
confusing  at  tinies  and  was  com- 
plicated by  numerous  actors  play- 
ing multiple  roles,  the  play  was, 
lor  the  most  part,  energetic  and 
highly  entertaining.  The  'sports 
night'  set-up,  led  by  three  UCSN 
(LTpstart  Crow  Sports  Network, 
a  play  on  ESPN  complete  with  a 
snazzy  imitation  logo)  sportscasf- 
ers  (Rob  McKee,  Stephen  Flett 
and  Seamus  Dudley),  helped  give 
the  production  coherence  and 
filled  in  gaps  in  the  action  as  cast 
members  ran  across  the  field  for 
costume  changes. 

Overall,  Shakespeare's  Gladiator 
Games  managed  to  capture  the 
spirit  of  its  gladiatorial  setting, 
presenting  a  fast-moving  spectacle 
of  words  that  held  the  audience's 
attention  right  through  to  the 
final  act.  The  Bard  would  be 
proud.— YS 


Double  Team  Supreme 

Artwood  Theatre 
July  12,  7:30  p.m. 
Rating:  VWv 

Double  Team  Supreme  is  a  hilari- 
ous and  true  look  at  the  nature 
of  friendship,  family,  and  embar- 
rassing grade-school  moments. 
Performed  with  wit  and  insight 
by  two  Second  City  veterans,  Ta- 
mara  Bick  and  Rachel  Hamilton 
(The  Hey  Hey  Girls),  the  play 
starts  with  Hamilton  reminiscing 
about  moments  from  Grade  7.  Es- 
pecially good  are  her  spot-on  dis- 
sections of  young  female  jealousy; 
her  hilarious  caricatures  of  grade 
school  teachers  and  principals 
(cigar-holding,  veins-a-popping) 
made  everyone  laugh.  Bick's  piece, 
which  takes  over  the  second  half, 
is  more  forlorn,  but  no  less  funny, 
as  she  performs  her  monologue 
on  a  stationary  bike,  recounting  a 
seven-day  road  race  across  Califor- 
nia for  her  dying  friend  John,  who 
has  AIDS. 

Rather  than  relaying  a  string  of 
bit  pieces  and  bad  jokes.  The  Hey 
Hey  Girls  instead  infuse  their 
dialogue  with  a  seriousness  and 
sadness  that  adds  depth.  Bick's 
running  of  the  race  brings  funny 
moments,  especially  of  her  fellow 
cyclers,  but  also  a  chance  to  ex- 
plore her  relationship  with  John 
in  all  its  complexity  and  guilt.  The 
same  goes  for  Hamilton,  where 
behind  the  pathetic  attempts  at 
conformity  lies  a  deeper  hurt  and 
exasperation  at  the  petty  cliches 
that  make  up  life  at  school.— IH 


Mardi  Bra 

Artword  Theatre 
July  9,  9:30  p.m. 
Rating:  VWv 

Alardi Bra  is  based  loosely  around  a 
topic  that  concerns  us  all:  women's 
breasts.  In  this  sexually-charged 
hour  of  comedy,  comics  Renee 
Percy  and  Jen  Radomsky  have 
mixed  together  an  hour  of  skits, 
songs,  and  video  pieces  that  are 
as  ridiculous  as  they  are  amus- 
ing. A  highlight  of  the  show  was 
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the  huge  cardboard  breasts  that 
the  actresses  stuck  their  heads 
through,  pretending  to  be  a  pair 
of  nipples  conversing  with  each 
other.  Some  other  good  mo- 
ments included  a  variety  of  co- 
lourful and  intricate  costumes, 
a  James  Brown  lip-synch  num- 
ber that  featured  Percy  singing 
to  a  chocolate  brownie,  and  a 
piece  called  "Welf  Air"  about 


an  obnoxiously  vulgar  stand-up 
comic  hired  as  the  entertain- 
ment on  a  cheap-rate  airline. 
The  show  also  poked  fun  at  local 
politics  and  riffed  on  the  SARS 
and  mad  cow  crises  as  well  as 
the  upcoming  Rolling  Stones 
concert.  Although  at  times  some 
of  their  jokes  fell  flat,  Percy  and 
Radomsky's  creativity,  rambunc- 
tious enthusiasm,  and  wackiness 
were  enough  to  keep  the  audi- 
ence entertained.— LK 


Star  Wars  Survivor 

Factory  Studio 
July  12,  9  p.m. 
Rating:  VVVv 

The  title  says  it  all:  It's  Star  Wars 
set  on  a  fictitious  island  in  the 
South  China  Sea  as  contestants 
on  Survivor.  Pitting  those  of  the 
"Rebellion"  tribe  against  those 
of  the  "Death  Star"  tribe,  the 
Star  Wars  characters  are  altered 
into  the  archetypes  and  scripted 


STOP  THE  PRESS 

FROM  FORCING 

WORKERS  OUT  ON  STRIKE 


The  University  of  Toronto  Press 
(UTP)  prides  itself  on  its  more 
than  100-year  tradition  of  scholarly 
publishing  at  Ontario's  premier 
university. 

But  how  UTP  treats  its  workers,  is 
nothing  to  be  proud  of. 

You  see,  despite  healthy  profits, 
and  an  expanding  market  due  to 
the  influx  of  thousands  of  double 
cohort  students,  UTP  says  there  is  no 
money  for  a  reasonable  wage  increase 
for  workers. 

Unfortunately,  UTP  has  a  history  of 
treating  workers  badly. 

UTP  staff  are  paid  less  than 
comparable  workers  at  other  Toronto 
university  bookstores  and  labour 
negotiations  with  this  anti-union 
employer  are  always  difficult. 


In  2000,  UTP  forced  a  lengthy 
strike  at  the  campus  bookstore.  And 
recently  in  an  effort  to  undermine 
the  current  negotiations  and 
intimidate  workers,  UTP  laid  off  four 
full-time  staff. 

This  isn't  fair. 

As  UTP  heads  into  what  may  be  its 
most  profitable  year,  the  press  is  on 
its  way  to  a  confrontation  with  33 
full-time  shippers  and  receivers  as 
early  as  August  8. 


Help  the  workers  get  a  fair  deal. 
Stop  the  press  from  exploiting  workers. 

Contact: 

George  Meadows,  President  UTP 
phone:  416.978.2239  ext.222 
fax:416.971.4738 

email :  gmeadows@utpress.utoronto.ca 

Robert  Birgeneau,  President 

University  of  Toronto 

phone:  416.978.2121 

fax:  416.971.1360 

email:  president@utoronto.ca 


Canadian  Union  of  Public  Employees  Local  3261, 
the  shipping  and  receiving  employees  of  the 
University  of  Toronto  Press,  thank  you  for  your  support. 
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into  the  patterns  often  seen 
on  such  reality  TV  shows.  The 
Emperor-Darth  Vader  alliance, 
Han  Solo  as  the  macho  leader, 
Leia  and  Luke  as  the  dumb, 
good-looking  ones,  and  Lando 
Calrissian  as  "the  black  guy," 
are  among  the  featured  stereo- 
types. Although  we  don't  get  to 
see  many  immunity  challenges 
(who  wouldn't  love  to  see  Leia 
eating  some  live  cockroaches?), 
we  do  get  those  personal  aside 
moments  (done  with  a  spotlight) 
where  everyone  gets  to  say  what 
they're  really  feeling. 

The  actors  had  the  completely 
packed  house  eating  out  of  their 
hands  with  their  witty  assort- 
ment of  Star  Wars-hased  humour 
ranging  from  Vader  calling  Sky- 
walker  "a  little  whiny  bitch,  just 
like  his  mother"  to  the  Emperor 
claiming  responsibility  for  Mel 
Eastman,  Ernie  Eves,  and  SARS. 
There  were  times  when  the  show 
lacked  momentum,  but  with  the 
high-energy  audience,  the  show 
ultimately  soared  despite  lacking 
much  of  a  plotline.— SH 


Happy 

Velvet  Underground 
July  6,  8:30  p.m. 
Rating:  VVV 

You  know  you're  in  for  a  differ- 
ent kind  of  theatrical  experience 
when  the  pre-show  entertain- 
ment can  be  spotted  half  a  block 
away.  A  cast  of  scantily-clad 
girls  were  stopping  traffic  at 
the  intersection  of  Queen  West 
and  Augusta — flashing  some  leg 
here,  catcalling  drivers  there. 
They  then  stormed  the  stage 
inside,  yelling  at  the  audience 
and  muttering  sexual  come-ons. 
This  kind  of  role  reversal  was  the 
theme  of  Happy,  a  quirky  mono- 
logue about  the  not-so-distant 
future  where  men  will  become 
extinct.  Whether  it's  in-vitro 
fertilization,  political  correct- 
ness or  something  as  simple  as 
the  power  suit,  the  play  voices 
the  greatest  fear  of  modern 
man:  the  rise  of  Womyn.  Most 
ironic  of  all  is  that  the  male  lead, 
Happy,  is  played  by  a  woman, 
Victoria  Goring,  who  also  wrote 
the  play.  Set  in  the  gothic  inte- 
rior of  The  Velvet  Underground, 
Goring's  delivery  comes  across 
like  a  confidential  barroom  chat. 
Alternating  between  self-depre- 
cation ("I'm  just  a  guy,  what  do 
I  know?")  and  sarcasm  ("Don't 
mind  me,  I'm  just  doing  guy 
stuff-y'know,  killing,  raping, 
watching  sports"),  Happy  is  more 
tongue-in-cheek  than  serious 
drama.  But  by  probing  issues  of 
identity  and  gender  politics,  the 
play  carries  a  message  for  men 
and  women  alike.— AL 


Teaching  Witchcraft 

Helen  Gardiner  Phelan  Playhouse 
July  8th,  10:30  p.m. 
Rating:  VVV 

Fringe  fave  Keir  Cutler  returns  as 
a  i5'''-century  priest  delivering  a 
45-minute  tirade  against  the  evils 
of  witchcraft.  While  Cutler  draws 
chuckles  from  the  audience  by  pok- 
ing fun  at  the  medieval  arguments 
supporting  the  existence  of  witches, 
he  avoids  focusing  on  the  heart  of 
the  matter:  how  the  church  and 
state  led  a  campaign  against  inno- 
cent people,  the  majority  of  whom 
were  women,  for  hundreds  of  years. 
Despite  the  fact  that  our  Inquisitor 
is  responsible  for  the  brutal  torture 
and  deaths  of  numerous  women, 
Cutler's  performance  likens  him 
more  to  a  misguided  village  idiot, 
rather  than  a  sinister  and  danger- 
ous illustration  of  hate  and  power. 
The  material  is  well-researched  and 
the  writing  is  good,  contrasting  the 
religious  relics  of  the  church  with 
the  magic  tools  of  the  damned. 
However,  these  props  receive  little 
attention  from  Cutler  and  lay  idle 
on  stage  for  most  of  the  show. 
Nonetheless,  Teaching  Witchcraft  is  a 
thought-provoking  and  entertaining 
play  and  Cutler  makes  a  fine  attempt 
at  tackling  the  issues  surrounding 
this  interesting  and  grave  historical 
period.— ML 

The  Interview 

Factory  Studio 
July  10,  9  p.m. 
Rating:  Vv 

Anne,  a  confused  young  woman  who 
left  her  last  job  in  a  fit  of  discontent, 
answers  an  ad  placed  by  Dan,  a  gov- 
ernment contractor.  She  is  met  at  the 
door  by  Dan's  recalcitrant  secretary 
Thelma,  who  is  haunted  by  recur- 
ring dreams  of  suffocation.  What 
follows  is  an  interview  process  that 
strives  to  unearth  each  character's 
true  self,  but  never  with  satisfaction. 
Dan's  spiels  about  proper  lawn  c^re 
and  Thelma's  speeches  about  her 
inner  demons  feel  contritely  banal. 
The  play's  fixation  with  a  broken 
toaster  oven  cries  out  for  symbolic 
interpretation  that  is  lost  in  its  cryp- 
tic script. 

By  the  time  the  play  finally  settles 
on  an  interesting  theme,  the  boat  has 
already  sunk.  Dan's  sexual  feelings 
for  Anne  and  their  ensuing  violence 
seem  unrealistically  choreographed 
(Dan  and  Anne  have  just  met),  and 
feel  emotionally  hollow.  Dan's  feel- 
ings are  hinted  at,  but  Shawn  New- 
man's portrayal  is  too  subtle  and 
fails  to  project  the  character's  true 
emotions.  As  a  result,  all  three  char- 
acters partake  in  a  cathartic  scene 
of  violence  that  appears  random 
and  out  of  place,  especially  Anne's, 
whose  cool  observance  to  the 
scene  belies  her  fragile  nature.— IH 


The  Seducer's  Diary:  U  of  T  student  reinvents  Kierkegaard. 
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Arseneau  taking 
his  game  to  the 
world  stage 

U  ofT  volleyball  star  destined  for 
the  shores  of  South  Korea 


byMARKILCZYSZYN 
VARSITY  STAFF 


One  of  U  of  T's  best  volleyball 
players  is  getting  an  opportu- 
nity of  a  lifetime.  Marc  Arseneau, 
Blues  team  captain,  is  off  to 
Daegu,  South  Korea  at  the  end 
of  August  to  represent  Canada  at 
the  World  University  Champion- 
ships. 

Arseneau  had  been  training  with 
the  Canadian  National  A2  volley- 
ball squad  when  he  heard  the  good 
news.  "This  is  an  opportunity  of  a 
lifetime,"  said  the  ecstatic  power 
hitter,  "but  just  making  the  team 
is  not  good  enough.  The  goal  is  to 
be  a  starter  for  the  team,  and  to 
play  consistently  well  throughout 
the  entire  tournament."- 

Last  season  for  the  Varsity 
Blues,  Arseneau  was  selected  as 
a  first  team  All-Canadian  after 
dominating  the  OUA  field  frorn 
his  trademark  left  side.  What  is 
more  impressive  is  that  he  did  it 
while  nursing  a  thumb  injury,  a 
fracture  that  sidelined  him  for 
a  good  chunk  of  playing  time. 
Luckily  for  both  the  team  and  his 
stats,  Arseneau  managed  to  make 
it  off  the  injury  list  in  time  for  the 
OUA  and  CIS  playoffs. 

While  he  continues  to  tape 
the  thumb  to  play,  Arseneau  is 
quick  to  add  that  the  injury  is 
fully  healed  and  his  digit  does  not 
bother  him  at  all.  Knowing  that 
his  mental  and  physical  game  is 
unfettered  is  great  news  for  both 
the  Blues  and  the  Korea-bound 
Canadian  team. 

Joining  Arseneau  in  Daegu  is  an 
extremely  deep  bench,  with  the 
ii-man  roster  boasting  nine  2002- 
2003  CIS  Conference  all-stars. 
The  entire  squad  is  composed  of 


CIS  student  athletes. 

University  of  Calgary  head 
coach  Greg  Ryan  will  lead  the 
2003  Canadian  team.  This  will 
be  Ryan's  fourth  Universiade  and 
second  as  a  head  coach.  When 
asked  about  his  opinion  on  this 
squad,  Ryan  responded  that  "most 
of  this  team  has  been  training 
with  the  national  program  this 
summer  and  there  will  be  some 
great  continuity.  The  team  pos- 
sesses great  size,  skill  and  tremen- 
dous leaders." 

In  preparation  for  the  2003  Uni- 
versiade, Team  Canada  will  travel 
to  Korea  on  August  13,  where  they 
will  stop  in  Seoul  for  exhibition 
matches  versus  Korea,  Japan  and 
the  Netherlands.  This  group  of 
volleyball  stars  is  hoping  to  im- 
prove on  Canada's  showing  at  the 
last  Universiade  in  Beijing  in  2001, 
where  they  placed  a  disappointing 
14th  in  the  27-team  event. 

This  time  around,  the  draw  did 
not  fall  favorably  for  the  Canadian 
men.  In  their  pool  are  the  defend- 
ing champions-the  U.S.,  fourth 
place  finishers  from  2001-Den- 
mark,  and  tough  teams  from  both 
the  Netherlands,  and  Ukraine. 
The  first  two  teams  from  the  pool 
will  advance  to  the  quarterfinals, 
while  the  remaining  countries  will 
battle  for  positions  nine  to  22. 

While  Arseneau  hopes  his  team 
makes  it  out  of  their  pool,  he  is 
honoured  to  simply  wear  a  maple 
leaf  emblazoned  jersey.  Selection 
to  the  squad,  a  huge  nod  to  his 
hard  work  throughout  his  entire 
volleyball  career,  is  one  major  goal 
this  athlete  is  able  to  see  realized. 
The  ultimate,  however,  is  to  make 
the  senior  men's  volleyball  nation- 
al team,  and  to  one  day  represent 
Canada  at  the  Olympics. 


KARA  DILLON.  FPEH 

Power  hitter  Marc  Arseneau,  wearing  number  10,  will  be  making 
the  Blues  an  international  brand  at  the  World  University  Champi- 
onships in  Daegu  next  month. 


Unsinkable? 

Women's  swimming  deals  with  potential paralysis 


NELPHKEEBLER 

Nice  arms!  Swimming  veteran  Julie  Gravelle  will  try  to  power  her  way  to  the  podium  at  the  Pan-Am 
Games  in  August. 


by  REBECCA  ADDELMAN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Five  interlocking  gold  rings  encrust 
Byron  MacDonald's  right  ring  fin- 
ger. As  he  waves  his  hands  in  the  air, 
directing  lanes  of  traffic  at  the  Ath- 
letic Centre's  50  metre  pool,  the  shiny 
metal  glints  off  the  championship 
banners  hanging  from  the  rafters.  The 
Olympics,  the  pinnacle  of  the  amateur 
sporting  world,  is  a  place  this  U  of  T 
swimming  coach  has  been  before.  If 
all  goes  according  to  plan,  he  will  be 
there  again. 

MacDonald,  who  coached  Team 
Canada's  Olympic  squad  in  1992,  has 
also  been  coaching  the  Varsity  Blues 
men's  and  women's  swim  teams  since 
1978.  Inheriting  the  program  "when 
it  was  on  the  verge  of  international 
success,"  he  has  since  seen  100  of  his 
swimmers  named  All-Canadians,  50 
of  whom  have  gone  on  to  compete  at 
an  international  level. 

Surrounded  by  reminders  of  past 
victories  and  the  clamour  and  splash- 
ing of  the  pool  deck,  MacDonald 
unflinchingly  boils  down  the  past  25 
years  of  his  chlorine-addled  success. 
"This  group,"  he  hesitates  only  for  a 
second,  "is  arguably  the  best." 

He's  referring  to  the  group  of  talent- 
ed female  swimmers  who  are  currently 
representing  U  of  T  and  Canada,  both 
at  home  and  abroad.  Along  with  the 
host  of  girls  who've  helped  the  team 
win  three  provincial  titles  in  the  past 
three  years,  there  are  several  who  have 
repeatedly  distinguished  themselves 
in  the  international  theatre. 

There's  Julie  Gravelle,  a  freestyle 
and  butterfly  competitor  heading  to 
the  Dominican  Republic  in  August 
to  swim  for  Canada  at  the  Pan-Am 
Games.  Jennifer  Porenta,  U  of  T's  lat- 
est recruit,  swimming  straight  out  of 
high  school  at  the  World  University 
Games  in  South  Korea  at  the  end  of 
next  month.  And  last  but  not  least,  the 
crown  jewels  of  the  women's  team,  na- 
tional champions  Liz  Warden  and  Jen- 
nifer Button.  Both  swimmers  have  just 
completed  a  tour  of  duty  in  Barcelona, 
at  the  World  Aquatic  Championships. 

"Success  breeds  success"  rational- 
izes MacDonald,  as  he  explains  the 


stacked  team's  formidable  run.  But 
what  he  does  not  mention  is  the 
persistent,  if  still  silent  death  knell 
sounding  off  stage.  The  2002-2003 
season  marked  the  fifth  and  final 
year  of  university-level  eligibility  for 
star  swimmers  Warden  and  Gravelle. 
Button  has  already  been  off^  the  official 
roster  for  a  year. 

With  the  gifted  core  of  the  team 
returning  only  to  train,  not  to  com- 
pete, the  Blues  find  themselves  in  the 
throws  of  a  rebuilding  year-one  in 
which  the  coveted  provincial  champi- 
onship will  be  up  for  grabs. 

Perhaps  the  most  debilitating  blow 
to  the  2003  Varsity  team  has  been  the 
unexpected  loss  of  international-level 
contender  Iris  Elliot.  Elliot,  who  will 
be  returning  to  her  third  year  of  stud- 
ies in  the  fall,  will  not  be  able  to  fill  the 
empty  shoes  of  leader  and  veteran  left 
by  Warden  and  Gravelle.  If  she  does, 
she  risks  triggering  permanent  paraly- 
sis of  the  neck. 

During  a  routine  practice  relay  back 
in  December,  Elliot  bumped  against  a 
floating  innertube.  Ten  minutes  of  pa- 
ralysis later,  the  gifted  young  swimmer 
learned  she  suffered  from  congenital 
neck  fusion  known  as  Kliepel  Fiel  syn- 
drome, and  would  have  to  put  swim- 
ming on  hold  in  favour  of  surgery. 

"Apparently  it's  an  'easy,'  surgery 
for  a  neurosurgeon  to  perform,"  Elliot 
says  of  the  procedure  in  which  a  piece 
of  her  hip  and  titanium  rods  will  be 


inserted  in  her  neck  to  enhance  and 
facilitate  movement.  However,  due  to 
SARS,  the  surgery-and  her  swimming 
career-have  been  put  on  hold. 

"We  were  actually  in  a  pretty  good 
position  if  we  hadn't  lost  her  [El- 
liot]," says  MacDonald  of  next  year's 
potential.  So  instead,  the  coaches 
and  team  are  looking  for  salvation 
in  an  unlikely  place-the  dozen  or  so 
talented  rookies  who  are  making  up 
the  biggest  recruiting  class  U  of  T 
has  ever  seen. 

Porenta,  who  was  actively  recruited 
by  MacDonald,  is  one  of  these  prodi- 
gal daughters.  "We  have  11  women 
that  can  walk  right  on  to  the  team," 
counters  MacDonald  to  the  prospect 
that  the  team  may  have  dwindled  in 
size  and  star-power.  In  the  encourag- 
ing tones  of  a  coach  experienced  in 
winning  he  adds,  "we  will  probably 
actually  end  up  a  stronger  team." 

And  what  do  Gravelle  and  Warden 
think  of  it  all?  With  young  blood 
waiting  to  dive  in  on  the  sidelines, 
MacDonald  at  the  helm,  and  their 
own  Olympic  training  to  worry 
about,  the  Blues  graduating  class 
doesn't  think  their  presence  will  be 
that  sorely  missed.  Before  jumping  in 
the  pool  to  pound  out  MacDonald's 
orchestrated  greatness,  Gravelle 
makes  a  prediction:  "the  team's 
gonna  be  just  as  good  next  year.  It'll 
just  be  a  closer  race  to  the  end." 


SPECIAL  STUDENT  RATES 
EULLY  rURNISHED  SUITES 
LOCATED  AT  YONGE  &  BLOOR 

The  Cromwell  Furnished  Suites 

55  Isabella  Street,  Suite  10.5 
Phone:  (416)  962-5670   Fax:  (416)  962-3674 
Email:  cromwellreser^  ation@rogers.eom 

3^    10  MINUTES  FROM  U  OFT 
5^    FULLY  EQUIPPED  KITCHEN 

WEEKLY  MAID  &  LINEN  SERVICE 
5-    UTILITIES  INCLUDED 
5^    FREE  PARKING 

FROM:  Studio  $1200.  One  Bedroom  $1620, 

*  *PLE ASE  CONTACT  US  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION, 
VIEWING  APPOINTMENTS,  AND  RESERVATIONS* 
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Takin'  it  to  the  streets 

Streetball sweeps  TO.  with  a  vengeance 

Basketball  may  have  been  invented  in  Canada,  but  old  Dr.  Naismith  never  predicted  the 
killer  crossover.  And  the  360  windmill  dunk  was  born  in  the  streets,  not  Almonte,  Ontario. 
Streetball,  the  sporting  equivalent  to  gangsta  rap,  has  spent  decades  holed  up  in  the  gritty 
streets  of  inner-city  America.  That  is,  until  playground  skills  met  marketing  strategy.  The 
rest,  as  they  say,  is  history,  and  Toronto  the  Good  will  never  be  the  same.  This  summer, 
the  city  played  host  to  the  best  bailers  around  when  the  AND  i  Mix  Tape  Tour  and  Nike 
Battlegrounds  rolled  into  town. 


Off  the  Chain:  Skip 
and  the  Mix  Tape  Tour 
dont  disappoint 


by  MATT  SOMERS 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Had  Marv  Albert  been  present  to  see 
"50"  bounce  a  ball  off  the  shot  clock 
to  himself  and  then  slam  it  home 
with  authority  he  would  have  said 
something  like  "Yeeeesss!  What  a 
play!"  Instead  the  task  was  left  to  the 
thousands  on  hand,  who  thundered 
their  appreciation  for  such  an  awe- 
some display. 

This  stupefying  skill  was  common- 
place at  the  Air  Canada  Centre  on 
Friday,  July  11.  The  AND  i  Mix  Tape 
Tour  had  made  its  first  ever  stop  in 
Toronto. 

The  entire  night  was  an  exhibi- 
tion that  would  have  made  even  the 
world-renowned  Harlem  Globetrot- 
ters stand  up  and  applaud.  The  crazy 
off-the-head  hi-jinx  of  big  man  "Es- 
calade," the  giant  leaps  of  "50,"  the 


crowd-pumping  enthusiastic  antics 
of  "Main  Event,"  the  between  the 
legs  dribbling  clinic  put  on  by  "Skip 
to  My  Lou"-all  of  it  brought  the 
crowd  jumping  to  their  feet.  People 
pumped  fists,  some  hooted  and  hol- 
lered, and  others  just  let  their  jaws  hit 
the  floor  in  disbelief. 

The  AND  i  squad,  cream  of  the 
American  crop,  took  on  local  talent, 
picked  out  from  members  of  Toronto 
youth.  With  players  as  young  as  fif- 
teen on  the  floor,  the  home  team  was 
surprisingly  able  to  keep  up  with  the 
tour  veterans.  The  final  score  of  the 
game  was  75-69  for  the  AND  i  boys. 

But  there  was  much  more  to  this 
day-long  event  than  the  final  show- 
down. It  started  with  streetball  tour- 
naments outside  the  ACC  entrance 
and  continued  with  games  of  spot- 
the-celebrity  as  the  day  wore  on.  In 
attendance  at  the  front  row  centre 
court  VIP  table  were  rappers  the 
Rascals,  Kardinall  Offishall,  Cho- 
clair,  Brass  Munk,  and  In  Essence. 
Five  members  of  the  Toronto  Argos 
also  came  out  to  watch  the  streetball 
stars. 


Copycat  Nike 
looking  to  keep 
it  real 

byKITSCOTCHMER  

There  were  two  battles  on  Sunday, 
July  13.  The  first  was  the  inaugural 
Canadian  Nike  Battlegrounds  one- 
on-one  tournament,  which  took 
place  at  Trinity  Bellwoods  Park. 
The  second  was  waged  between 
the  biggest  athletics  corporation 
in  the  world  and  a  tiny  sneaker 
company  called  AND  i,  whose 
Mix  Tape  tour  took  place  the  pre- 
ceding Friday.  It  was  AND  i  who 
started  targeting  streetballers  as 
part  of  their  marketing  strategy, 
and  now  Nike  is  trying  to  do  much 
the  same  thing. 

Unlike  the  AND  i  tour,  Nike's 
tournament  featured  only  Toronto 
players.  In  an  effort  to  obtain 
those  lacking  in  street  credentials, 
local  players  were  invited  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  initial  elimination 
rounds  held  several  weeks  ago. 
The  field  was  then  boiled  down  to 
the  eight  best. 

For  Nike,  it  was  a  chance  to 
hype  their  hip-hop,  "playground- 
inflected"  battleground  brand 
products     (shoes,     shirts,  hats, 


etc.).  For  the  players,  it  was  a  rare 
chance  to  make  their  mark. 

In  the  entertaining  final,  crowd 
favourite  Phil  Dixon  picked  apart 
opponent  Kevin  Shand  from 
the  three-point  line.  Shand's 
size  couldn't  help  him  down  the 
stretch,  and  he  missed  three  easy 
dunks  from  inside. 

Dixon  won  three  rounds  to  earn 
the  crown  "King  of  Toronto,"  and 
he  walked  away  with  $10,000,  a 
one-year  Nike  shoe  contract,  and  a 
medallion.  Nike  Canada  will  also 
refurbish  a  local  court  in  the  win- 
ner's name.  "The  chance  to  give 
my  neighbourhood  a  refurbished 
court  is  the  best  way  to  thank  the 
people  who  supported  me,"  said  an 
ecstatic  Dixon. 

For  Nike,  the  success  of  the 
campaign  was  victory  enough. 
"This  event  has  been  embraced 
by  bailers  and  Toronto's  urban 
community  as  an  authentic  street- 
ball  battle,"  urged  Nike  brand 
initiatives  manager  John  Harper. 
Spectator  Kevin  Jones  disagrees 
with  a  shrug.  "Naw  man,  it's  just 
advertising.  But  we  get  to  see  some 
great  streetball." 

Mr.  Dixon,  the  new  "King  of 
Toronto,"  now  heads  to  New  York 
City  to  battle  other  cities'  champi- 
ons in  the  King  of  Kings  tourna- 
ment on  August  9,  2003. 


Coach  /  IVIentor 


For  GRADUATE  STUDENTS  in  the  process  of  writing  their 

mzmki  DISSERTATION  or  MASTER'S  THESIS 

Services  are  provided  by  a  highly  qualified  and  experienced  PhD  (McGill  University  graduate) 

(416)  929-6363 


The  concept  of  the  AND  i  tour 
was  given  life  by  streetballers  with 
unconventional  talents  on  neigh- 
bourhood basketball  courts  all  over 
North  America,  most  notably  the 
famed  Rucker  Park  in  New  York 
City.  This  is  the  court  that  spawned 
Toronto  Raptors  star  Rafer  "Skip  to 
My  Lou"  Alston,  who,  before  being 
drafted,  was  the  first  non-NBA  star 
to  have  his  own  shoe  endorsement. 

In  fact,  Rafer  was  the  first  player 
signed  by  the  AND  i  Mix  Tape 
team,  and  it  was  a  tape  of  his  acro- 
batics in  1998  that  got  the  AND  i 
brass  thinking  about  a  Globetrot- 
ter-esque  travelling  exhibition  that 
has  become  an  annual  event  across 
the  continent. 

As  a  brief  aside,  Alston  all  but 
confirmed  he  wishes  to  stay  with  the 
Raptors  in  the  near  future.  He  is  a 
free  agent  this  summer  but  declared 
"I  hope  to  see  all  of  you  fans  out  here 
at  games  during  the  season."  That 
Alston  wants  to  make  Toronto  his 
home  for  another  year  elicited  the 
largest  round  of  cheers  from  the  over 
8,000  at  the  ACC. 


SIMON TURNBULL 

Straight  to  the  hole:  AND  i  Mix  Tape  veteran  Sik  Wit  It  taking 
the  Toronto  boys  to  school 


Classifieds 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808 -GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:.30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

TEACH  ENGLISH  OVERSEAS! 

1  Day  TESOL  Workshop  Toronto,  August 
16:  lOOO's  of  jobs  worldwide.  1-866-912- 
446.5;  www.goteach.ca 

VOLUNTEERS  WANTED!!! 

At  the  Ontario  Public  Interest  Research 
Group-UofT  we  work  on  issues  of  social 
and  environmental  justice,  including 
campaigns  on  anti-racism,  food  issues, 
queer  issues,  international  solidarity,  com- 
munity radio,  alternative  media  and  much 
much  more!  For  more  info;  416-978-7770 
or  opirg.toronto@utoronto.ca 


BLOOR&SPADINA 

Bachelor,  Junior,  I  Bedroom,  2  Bed- 
rooms available  from  $850.00,  $1,100.00, 
$1,225.00,  $1,550.00;  Call  for  special  free 
rent  offer  Parking  available.  (416)  922- 
5233 


PARKING 

Excellent  spaces,  Spadina  and  Willocks, 
opposite  New  College  and  Earth  Sci- 
ences, personalized  signs  showing  spaces 
reserved  24  hours,  $75  a  month,  call  Mark 
944-0805. 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


m 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

FRENCH  STUDENT  FROM  FRANCE 

Helps  with  pronunciation,  accent  modifi- 
cation, and  writing  essays.  Provides  con- 
versations too.  All  levels.  Priv.  Flexible. 
$15/hr  Stephanie  at  416-538-6428. 


MATHEMATICS  TUTORING 

Calculus,  Linear  Algebra,  etc.  -  private 
tutoring,  $16  for  one  and  a  half  hours, 
Marvin  Hersh,  416-534-3736.  (Have  an 
A  in  Math  157Y,  was  a  Math  TA,  am  very 
patient). 

STATISTICS  TUTOR 

Intro,  thru  Grad-level  stats.  Prob- 
ability, Survey  &  Exp.  Design  & 
Analysis,  Psychometrics,  Psych.  &  Med. 
Epidemiology,  (M)AN(C)OVA, 
Ordinary/Logistic  Regression,  Biostats, 
Categorical  Methods,  Time  Series, 
Econometrics,  Applied  Statistics,  Mar- 
keting Research,  MINITAB,  SPSS,  S+, 
LISREL  &  AMOS,  Help  with  analyzing 
small  samples.  Familiar  with  APA  Guide- 
lines. Term  Proj. /Thesis  Assistance. 
VISA  accepted.  TEL;  416-486-3908. 

MATH  TUTOR 

Intro/Bus/Eco/Vector  -  Calculus, 
Linear  Algebra,  Complex  Variables, 
Real  Analysis,  Numerical  Methods, 
Differential  Equations,  PDE's,  Discrete 
Math,  Theory  of  Computation,  MAPLE, 
Operations  Research,  Eco.  Quant.  Meth- 
ods, Math  of  Investment,  Price  Theory, 
Corporate  Finance.  MA  math,  B.Sc. 
math  specialist.  TEL;  416-486-3908. 
VISA  accepted. 


ESSAY  EDITING 

Professional  writer/editor  edits,  proof- 
reads, types  essays,  letters,  CVs,  etc. 
Reasonable  rates,  fast  turnaround.  Earl 
Miller  (416)  566-7149. 

ESSAY  HELP  -  RESEARCH  AND 
WRITING 

Highly  qualified  graduates  to  help  in  most 
subjects.  Winning  applications,  entrance 
letters  from  dedicated  writing  experts. 
416-960-9042.  www.customessav.com 

THOROUGH.  FAST  EDITING 

Of  theses,  term  papers,  applications. 
Expertise  in  human  rights,  worid  busi- 
ness, English  literature.  Resume  avail- 
able upon  request.  Call  V.  Smith,  (416) 
690-2576. 

PROFESSIONAL  FORMATTING  AND 
COPY  EDITING 

Of  academic  papers,  theses,  and 
articles.  APA  style  a  specialty.  Mary 
Anne  Carswell.  Member,  Editors' 
Association  of  Canada.  416-469-6784. 
mcarswell@sympatico.ca 

UNFINISHED  THESIS 

Thesis  or  dissertation  going  nowhere? 
Try  an  independent,  confidential, 
though  minded  critique  by  a  highly 
qualified  and  experienced  reader/ 
editor  (416)  929-6363. 

INTER-ACTIVE  EDITING 

Papers,  proposals,  applications,  theses, 
manuscripts.  All  types  of  documents; 
academic,  corporate,  government. 
Highly  qualified  and  experienced  Ph.D. 
(McGill  University).  (416)  929-6363. 


Ivertise  in  The  Varsity 


i 


•  Professional  assistance  in  planning,  organizing, 
and  writing  your  dissertation/thesis;  also, 
preparation  for  your  oral  defense 

•  Supportive  guidance  and  rigorous  cntical 


feedback  throughout  the  entire  process 

•  Confidentiality  ensured 

•  Steps  away  from  Bloor/Spadina  subway 

•  Excellent  success  rate 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00  for 
non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including 
spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  Nocopy  changes  after  submission, 
no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds.  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON    M5S  1J6.  Deadline  for  next  issue:  August  26.  Enquires  416-946-7604. 
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Steve  Nash 
saves  the  day 

Page  21 


TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  2, 2003 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO'S  STUDENT  NEWSPAPER  SINCE  1880 


V0L.CXXIV,N0.4 


Ready,  set,  frosh! 


Double  cohort 
means  big  frosh, 
big  parties 


byAISHASILIM 


U  of  T  is  gearing  up  to  celebrate 
the  entry  of  double  cohort  frosh 
as  part  of  Orientation  Week. 
Students  can  expect  a  jam- 
packed  schedule  of  events  in 
their  introduction  to  U  of  T. 

Orientation  week  includes 
boat  cruises,  rock  and  hip-hop 
concerts,  movies,  parties  and 
trips  to  the  Hart  House  farm. 

A  number  of  colleges  are  tak- 
ing frosh  on  off-campus  trips.  St. 
Michael's  orientation  features  a 
trip  to  Canada's  Wonderland 
and  Medieval  Times.  Orienta- 
tion wreck  also  includes  Cruise 
parties  and  overnight  trips  to 
Hart  House  farm. 

University  College  and 
Scarborough  are  bringing  back 
the  hypnotist  shovi^  featuring 
Casey  St.  Jones.  In  addition 
to  the  old  favourites,  colleges 
are  introducing  new  events  to 

SeeFROSNon  page  5 


"Dry"  frosh 
week?  Well, 
technically. 


byQINGHUAWANG 


DENNIS  CHOaUETTE 


Do  OR  Dye  :  Engineering  frosh  leaders  prepare  for  their  charges  by  taking  a  purple  bath 


This  year's  orientation  week  will 
see  less  alcohol  at  all  events  as 
colleges  adapt  to  an  incoming 
class  in  which  about  70  per  cent 
of  the  students  will  be  under  19 
due  to  the  double  cohort.  Orien- 
tation organizers  are  putting  the 
emphasis  on  fun,  engaging  events 
and  activities  that  do  not  require 
alcohol  to  be  enjoyed. 

"Our  greatest  events  are  the 
traditional,  50-year  old  tried  and 
true  events  that  cost  no  money, 
and  that  everyone  loves,"  said 
Mike  Diez  d'Aux,  the  Engineering 
frosh  week  chair.  "These  events 
aren't  centered  around  alcohol, 
and  never  will  be."  Engineering  is 
expecting  1,000  students  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  week's  events,  with 
some  75  per  cent  under  age. 

St.  Mike's  orientation  will  be 
completely  alcohol-free  for  the 
second  year  in  a  row.  According 
to  Bronwyn  O'Flynn,  one  of  the 
St.  Mike's  frosh  week  coordina- 
tors, the  college  has  gained  a  lot 
of  experience  with  'dry'  events 
over  the  past  few  years.  "We  don't 
expect  any  problems,  [and]  we've 
never  had  any  problems  before," 

SeeBOOZE on  page  3 


Blues  and  Argos  won't  play  ball  over  stadium 


Both  need  homes,  so  whatgivest 


by  REBECCA  ADDELMAN 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Talks  between  U  of  T  and  the  now 
ownerless  Toronto  Argonauts  have 
taken  place  as  recently  as  a  month 
ago  says  an  inside  university  source. 
The  university  and  the  bankrupt 
football  club  are  both  looking  for  a 
new  place  to  play  football,  however 
to  date,  negotiations  have  been  un- 
successful and  a  new  stadium  at  U  of 
T  remains  hypothetical.  The  Blues 
will  instead  spend  the  2003  season 
playing  at  a  Varsity  field  outfitted 
with  temporary  bleachers,  portables 
and  port-o-potties.  The  Argos,  now 
the  financial  burden  of  the  CFL, 
will  continue  playing  to  a  sparsely 
attended  SkyDome. 

Partnership  with  the  Argos  would 
mean  the  construction  of  a  large 
stadium,  with  a  capacity  of  20,000 
to  25,000,  and  the  swallowing  of 
Devonshire  Place,  the  small  street 
that  runs  north/south  along  the 
western  wall  of  the  former  Varsity 
Stadium.  Bruce  Kidd,  dean  of  the 
Faculty  of  Physical  Education  and 


Health,  does  not  foresee  such  plans 
in  the  near  future.  "I  regret  to  say,  I 
think  that  option  [partnership  with 
the  Argos]  is  closed  to  U  of  T." 

Instead,  the  faculty  is  focusing  on 
what  the  university,  not  the  Argos, 
needs.  That,  according  to  the  Dean, 
is  a  small,  intimate  stadium  that 
would  seat  approximately  5,000 
and  would  be,  in  Kidd's  words,  "an 
ornament  to  the  campus  and  very 
student  friendly." 

Student  accessibility  is  a  prime 
concern  for  the  dean  and  the  entire 
faculty.  "We  have  limited  land,  and 
we  need  to  privilege  our  own  people 
to  that  land,"  he  reasons.  There  is  a 
lingering  worry  that  with  any  out- 
side investor,  the  Argos  included, 
student  access  to  a  new  facility 
would  be  severely  hampered. 

Which  is  why  the  Dean  is  pur- 
portedly putting  his  support  behind 
a  proposal  for  the  Varsity  site  that 
adopts  a  phased-in  approach.  Phase 
one  being  the  construction  of  a 
small  stadium  with  an  all-weather 

See.S'7'4Z)/r' l/on  page  5 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 

Under  construction:  The  U  of  T  football  team  practices  while  renovations  continue  on  behind  them. 
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Thursday,  September  4 

"Diversions  at  Hart  House"  -  2003  Frosh  Party,  a  Frosh  Week  event 
featuring  BBQ  &  music  supplied  by  OJ's,  Tim  Patrick  and  Caspian  Rabone. 
Hart  House  Quad.  7pm-midnight.  No  cover  before  9pm.  Open  to  UofT 
students,  faculty,  &  staff.  This  is  an  all  ages  event.  Licensed  area  19+. 
Wristband  policy  in  effect. 

Orchestra  Open  Reliearsal-  7:30pm  in  The  Great  Hall. 

ADVANCE  SALES 

Wed.  Oct.  15  TRIVIA  CHALLENGE msenM  by  the  Graduate  Committee. 
Refreshments,  Cash  Bar,  Hot  and  Cold  Hors  d'oeuvres,  dessert  table  and 
great  prizes.  Mix  and  mingle,  test  your  trivia  knowledge.  (6pm  reception, 
7pm  Challenge).  Great  Hall.  Pre-book  your  tickets  prior  to  Sep.30  in  person 
at  the  Hall  Porter's  Desk  or  call  416.978.2452.  Open  to  alumni  members, 
recent  grads  and  students  of  UofT.  $15  alumni  members  and  UofT 
Alumni/$10  students. 

Ttie  Graduate  Committee  DINNER  SERIES  2003-2004  -  6  extraordinary 
Wednesday  evenings  with  outstanding  speakers.  Oct.  22  -  Lin  Whitman, 
"The  Renaissance  of  the  Guild  Inn",  Nov.  19  William  Humphries,  "Canada's 
Role  to  Preserve  and  Open  the  Collections  of  the  Hermitage" 
Dec.  3  -  Claudia  Hepburn,  "Educational  Choices  for  Ontario",  Jan.  14  - 
Christopher  Moore,  "Confederation  Politics";  Feb.  11  -  The  Honourable  Flora 
MacDonald,  "Peace  Through  Negotiation",  Mar.  11-  Brock  Fenton,  "Bats 
and  the  Environment",  Series  packages  available  at  the  Membership 
Services  Office  416.978.4732.  Single  tickets:  Alumni  members/guests 
$45,  U  off  students  $25. 

The  Gallery  Club  Committee  2003  WINE  SEMINAR  SERIES  Thursday 
evenings  with  expert  Lloyd  Evans  of  "The  Case  for  Wine":  Nov.  6  Sauvignon 
Blanc,  Nov.  13  Zinfandels,  Nov.  20  Malbec  Wines  from  Argentina  and 
France.  Series  tickets  only.  Alumni  members/guests  $80,  U  of  T  students 
$60.  Tickets  available  at  the  Membership  Services  Office,  1st  floor  or  call 
416  978-4732. 

ART  416.978.8398 

TheJustina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery-  "The  Male  as  Muse:  The  Influence  of  the 
Masculine  Mainstream  of  Women  Artists  of  the  1920s  to  1940s".  Runs 
September  2  to  October  2. 

The  Arbor  Room- incBkGmi6ks.  Photographs.  Sep.  2-Oct.  12. 

ATHLETICS  416.978.2447 

student  Locker  Rentals -Women's  locker  rentals  begin  on  Monday, 

September  8.  Men's  student  locker  rentals  begin  on  Tuesday,  September  9. 

Register  in  person  in  the  Membership  Services  Office.  $50. 

Aikido  Demo-'^ed.  Sep.  10  at  4pm  in  the  Activities  Room. 

Yoga  andPilates  Classes  Only-  Registration  begins  Sam,  Thursday 

September  11  in  the  Membership  Services  Office. 

Judo  Demo -Ihurs.  Sep.  11  at  4pm  in  the  Activities  Room. 

Athletics  Classes  (other  than  Yoga  and  Pilates)  begin  registration  at  8am, 

Friday,  September  12  in  the  Membership  Services  Office. 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  office:  416  978.8668 
www.harthousetheatre.ca 
2003-2004  Season  opens  with  Shakespeare's  timeless  romantic  comedy 
AS  YOU  LIKE  IT,  directed  by  David  Gardner.  3-week  run  from  Sep.  10-27. 
Week  1  Wed.-Sat.  8pm,  Week  2  Fri.  &  Sat.  8pm  and  Sat.  2pm.  Week  3  Wed.- 
Sat.  8pm  and  Sat.  2pm,  $15/$12  students  &  seniors. 
Discover  off-Broadway  on-campus.  Order  your  4Play  ($48/$36)  or  3Play 
(36/$30)  subscription  and  get  one  free  ticket  to  THE  IBSEN  PROJECT, 
featuring  John  Neville  and  friends. 

GET  THE  NEWS  ON  RADIO 

Tune  in  to  BEYOND  THE  CLASSROOM,  a  weekly  radio  show  on  ClUT  89.5FM 
that  highlights  Hart  House  programmes  and  upcoming  events.  Tuesdays 
from  12  noon  to  LOOp.m. 


GET  OUR  WEEKLY  LISTING  OF  EVENTS  ELECTRONICALLY 

Subscribe  to  our  LISTSERV  and  receive  a  listing  of  our  weekly  events 
by  e-mail.  You  can  subscribe  using  any  e-mail  account  that  crosses 
the  Internet.  Send  an  e-mail  message  to: 
LISTSERV@LISTSERV.UTORONTO.CA.  Leave  the  subject  line  blank. 
On  the  first  Ime  of  the  message  area,  type:  SUB  HART-HOUSE-L  first 
name  last  name  (filling  in  your  first  and  last  names).  You  will  receive 
a  confirmation  message  that  you  have  been  added  to  the  listserv. 
Questions?  E-mail  gail.skikevitch@utoronto,ca 


Major  surgery  for  SAC 
health  plan 


by  GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 
VARSITY  STAFF 


The  health  and  dental  insurance 
plan  administered  by  SAC  has  re- 
ceived a  last-minute  overhaul  just 
in  time  for  the  new  academic  year. 
Last  week  the  executive  voted  to 
fire  its  longtime  insurance  broker, 
Cherian  &  Company,  and  sign  a 
new  contract  with  a  new  broker 
and  a  new  insurance  provider. 
Although  the  abrupt  switch  may 
result  in  a  multimillion  dollar 
lawsuit  from  Cherian  &  Company, 
SAC  executives  say  the  benefits  of 
the  switch  far  outweigh  the  po- 
tential costs. 

"It's  totally  worth  it,"  said  Alex- 
andra Artful-Dodger,  vice-presi- 
dent of  operations  at  SAC.  "The 
savings  will  be  about  Si  million 
this  year.  All  the  legal  bills  of  a 
full-blown  lawsuit  and  all  the 
damages  that  could  theoretically 
be  awarded  are  still  less  than  half 
the  savings  we  make." 

President  Ashley  Morton  added 
that  the  plan  includes  several  im- 
provements: "As  compared  to  last 
year,  our  pharmaceutical  coverage 
has  bumped  up  to  lOO  per  cent 
from  8o  per  cent.  The  plan  will 
now  cover  birth  control,  and  den- 
tal coverage  is  up  to  80  per  cent," 
he  said. 

The  SAC  board  of  directors 
voted  on  August  24  to  sign  a  one- 
year  contract  with  StudentCare 
Networks,  an  insurance  broker 
that  specializes  in  universities 
and  colleges.  The  board  also  de- 
cided several  days  later  to  change 
its  insurance  provider,  from  Mari- 
time Life  (which  recently  bought 
Liberty  Health,  the  former  pro- 
vider) to  SunLife. 

All  full-time  undergraduates 
have  already  been  billed  $199 
for  health  and  dental  insurance 
because  tuition  and  student  fee 
invoices  were  sent  out  before 
the  decision  to  change  plans  was 
made.  But  since  the  new  plan  is 


roughly  S50  cheaper  per  student 
under  the  new  SunLife  policy, 
Artful-Dodger  and  Morton  say 
that  students  may  receive  a  refund 
cheque  sometime  this  fall.  They 
added  that  the  actual  amount  of 
that  refund  is  still  unknown. 

The  refund  may  hinge  on  a 
lawsuit  which  could  be  filed 
soon  against  SAC  by  their  for- 
mer insurance  broker,  Cherian  & 
Company.  The  brokerage  signed  a 
contract  with  SAC  last  spring,  an 
agreement  which  would  have  seen 
Cherian  continue  as  SAC's  broker 
through  2009.  By  terminating 
that  contract  only  a  few  months 
after  it  was  signed,  SAC  may  be 
the  target  of  a  lawsuit  from  their 
former  broker. 

"We  feel  they're  not  justified 
in  terminating  the  contract,"  said 
Geoff  Freeman,  president  of  Che- 
rian &  Company.  "We're  meeting 
with  our  lawyers  next  Tuesday, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  to  dis- 
cuss our  options." 

Morton  said  he  felt  SAC  had  a 
strong  case  for  ending  the  con- 
tract. 

"We  are  in  a  situation  now  that 
we  are  satisfied  that  what  we  did 
was  appropriate  and  legal.  If  he 
[Freeman!  wants  to  sue  us,  he  can 
do  so,  but  for  the  moment  we're 
happy  with  things  as  they  are. 
We  educated  ourselves  to  a  much 
greater  degree  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  acceptable 
to  terminate  the  contract." 

The  previous  contract  with 
Cherian  is  the  object  of  some 
controversy;  it  was  signed  by 
Rocco  Kusi-Achampong  and  John 
Lea,  then  the  president  and  vp 
operations  at  SAC,  respectively. 
Artful-Dodger  says  that  they  did 
so  without  the  approval  of  the 
board  of  the  directors  or  the  SAC 
executive. 

"It  was  signed  in  a  shady  way," 
Artful-Dodger  said,  "we  found 
it  problematic  that  the  contract 
was  back-dated  by  two  months." 


While  the  date  of  the  contract  is 
written  as  February,  Kusi-Acham- 
pong and  Lea  actually  signed  it 
more  than  two  months  later. 

Morton  says  that  the  former 
President  and  Vice  President 
signed  "almost  certainly  in  April." 

"They  broke  our  bylaws,"  said 
Artful  Dodger.  "They  signed 
dozens  of  contracts. ..without  the 
knowledge  of  the  board." 

"They  kind  of  went  on  a  con- 
tract-signing rampage,"  she 
added. 

"I  can't  actually  remember  when 
it  [the  contract]  was  dated,"  said 
Lea,  but  said  that  he  and  Kusi- 
Achampong  did  not  backdate  the 
contract.  "I  don't  think  that's  true 
at  all,"  he  said.  "We  signed  the 
contract  because  it  was  viewed  as 
a  routine  thing." 

Kusi-Achampong  was  unavail- 
able for  comment. 

Freeman  says  SAC's  internal 
affairs  are  no  concern  of  his:  "I 
don't  knowNwas  I  supposed  to 
know  anything  about  that?"  he 
said.  "From  my  perspective  it 
[the  contract]  was  signed  in  good 
faith... .From  our  point  of  view  we 
signed  with  authorized  members 
of  the  corporation." 

Morton  and  Artful-Dodger  say 
that  they  are  already  working 
with  the  new  broker  and  insurer 
to  make  a  smooth  transition  to 
the  new  service.  The  awareness 
campaign  will  include  emails, 
advertisements  in  campus  pub- 
lications, mailings,  and  fliers  in 
frosh-week  kits.  There  will  also 
be  a  1-800  number  to  answer  stu- 
dents' questions. 

The  SAC  Board  voted  19-1 
in  favour  of  the  new  plan  from 
StudentCare  Networks,  with  2 
abstentions. 

Morton  said  that  the  over- 
whelming vote  indicated  that  "the 
board  was  very  satisfied"  with  the 
broker's  proposal,  while  Artful- 
Dodger  described  the  vote  as  "a 
rare  moment  of  consensus." 


University  unfazed  by  blackout 


by  DAVID  SHIGA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


U  of  T  survived  the  biggest  black- 
out in  North  American  history 
with  relatively  little  damage. 

"We  had  three  instances  where 
people  were  trapped  [in  eleva- 
tors]," said  Dan  Hutt,  manager  of 
U  of  T's  police  services.  "Between 
ourselves  and  staff  in  the  engi- 
neering department,  they  were 
out  within  an  hour." 

Campus  police  stepped  up  their 
patrols,  but  there  was  no  notice- 
able increase  in  crime,  said  Hutt. 

The  St.  George  campus  is  on 
the  same  part  of  the  grid  as  the 
hospitals,  so  it  got  power  back 
only  eight  hours  after  the  black- 
out began.  But  because  of  transit 
and  other  problems,  regular  op- 
erations did  not  resume  until  the 
Monday  following  the  blackout. 

There  were  relatively  few  stu- 
dents on  campus,  since  summer 


classes  had  ended.  Exams  sched- 
uled for  Thursday  and  Friday 
were  cancelled,  and  students  were 
given  the  option  of  keeping  their 
term  mark  as  their  final  mark  or 
writing  make-up  exams. 

The  university  has  its  own 
six-Megawatt  natural  gas  power 
plant,  which  went  offline  with 
the  rest  of  the  grid.  It  needs 
outside  power  to  be  restarted, 
so  it  had  to  remain  off  until  the 
blackout  ended.  The  plant  had 
been  scheduled  to  be  shut  down 
for  maintenance  on  the  Friday 
following  the  blackout  anyway, 
and  was  kept  off  for  a  few  days  for 
this  purpose. 

Although  many  sensitive  ex- 
periments at  U  of  T  depend  on 
electricity,  emergency  power 
prevented  any  major  losses.  "As 
far  as  I  know,  most  of  the  vulner- 
able pieces  of  equipment  were 
hooked  up  to  emergency  power, 
as  were  the  animal  facilities,"  said 


Rosalind  Waxraan,  a  research 
administrator  in  the  Faculty  of 
Medicine.  Other  faculties  echoed 
that  assessment. 

The  emergency  power  was  kept 
going  by  U  of  T  staff  who  had  to 
hand-pump  diesel  fuel  for  the 
generators,  which  had  run  low 
on  fuel. 

Power  saving  measures  were  put 
in  place  across  the  U  of  T  com- 
munity. An  email  was  sent  out  to 
all  departments  calling  on  staff  to 
turn  off  lights,  ease  up  on  air  con- 
ditioning, and  to  leave  photocopi- 
ers and  other  equipment  off.  The 
measures  seemed  to  be  working, 
as  electricity  use  was  down  to  26 
Megawatts  from  its  normal  level 
of  32  Megawatts  on  the  Tuesday 
following  the  blackout.  Similar 
measures  were  introduced  at  the 
university-affiliated  hospitals, 
some  of  which  asked  staff  not  in- 
volved in  patient  care  to  go  home 
at  3  p.m.  each  day  to  save  power. 
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No  shortage  of  housing  off-campus 


by  LESLEY  TRITES 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Students  who  haven't  found  housing 
for  the  new  school  year  shouldn't 
throw  their  first  month  deposit  into 
the  bottom  of  a  beer  pitcher  just  yet. 
For  once,  there  is  housing  in  Toronto. 
In  fact,  there's  a  surplus  of  it. 

Walk  down  the  street  in  any 
neighbourhood  in  Toronto  and  you're 
likely  to  see  "For  Rent"  signs.  This  is 
something  you  just  didn't  see  a  couple 
years  ago,  according  to  Off-Campus 
Housing  Manager  Diana  Scattolon. 

Scattolon  says  that  most  people 
"assume  there  is  a  housing  crunch 
because  of  the  double  cohort."  How- 
ever, since  the  double  cohort  is  all 
made  up  of  first  year  students,  "the 
crunch  was  on  residences,  not  on 
the  off-campus  housing  side,"  says 
Scattolon.  Off-campus  housing  is  ac- 
tually "very  healthy"  right  now,  says 
Scattolon.  She  believes  that  students 
have  a  choice  when  it  comes  to  hous- 
ing these  days,  because  "the  landlords 
are  looking  for  a  tenant." 

There  is  a  high  vacancy  rate  in  To- 
ronto right  now  and  rents  are  going 
down,  says  Scattolon.  Two  years  ago 
the  vacancy  rate  was  at  o.  j%,  whereas 
right  now  it  is  at  about  3%.  Though 
Scattolon  says  there  is  "always  going 
to  be  high  rent  in  Toronto"  and  it  is 
"always  pricey  close  to  campus,"  it  is 
a  lot  easier  to  find  a  decent  place  than 
it  was  two  years  ago. 

Not  everyone  is  having  such  an 
easy  time  finding  housing,  however. 
Melinda  Zakye,  a  student  entering 
first  year,  finds  that  there's  "not  that 
much  available"  and  that  "all  the 
cheaper  apartments  are  taken." 

Aram   Rondel,   another  student 


entering  first  year,  finds  that  though 
there's  "a  lot  available,  most  of  the 
apartments  you  see  are  not  in  very 
good  shape."  There  is  "always  some- 
thing that  interferes  with  what  you 
want  exactly  out  of  the  place,"  he 
laments. 

Some  students  luck  out,  though. 
Nathalie  Danjoux,  a  masters  student, 
says  that  she  has  "seen  some  nice 
places"  and  hasn't  been  too  disap- 
pointed. There  "seems  to  be  a  lot  of 
availability,"  she  says,  though  you 
"have  to  compromise  a  little"  and 
shop  around  to  find  the  right  price, 
location,  and  space.  She  was  shocked 
to  find  availability  within  her  price 
range,  however. 

Scattolon  says  landlords  are  hav- 
ing to  reduce  rent  in  order  to  find 
tenants.  She  adds  that  it  is  now  "less 
likely  that  a  landlord  can  charge 
more  than  what  the  apartment  is 
offering."  Landlords  are  also  having 
to  look  at  offering  extras,  she  says, 
such  as  including  utilities,  replacing 
the  carpets,  painting,  and  including 
free  parking. 

Mario  Plastina,  a  landlord  in 
Toronto,  is  surprised  by  the  lack  of 
response  and  says  he  hasn't  had  many 
calls.  "Two  years  ago  I  must  have  had 
50  or  60  calls,"  he  says,  but  this  year 
"I've  probably  had  five."  He  has  had 
to  reduce  rent  a  little,  he  says,  but 
generally  it  depends  on  the  person. 
"If  they  look  more  sincere,  I  may 
lower  it  for  them,"  he  says. 

Alex  de  Auer,  another  Toronto 
landlord,  says  that  things  are  picking 
up  now,  but  about  three  months  ago 
he  wasn't  getting  any  response  at  all 
to  rental  ads.  There  was  "a  huge  va- 
cancy at  the  start  of  the  summer,  but 
August,  September,  and  October  are 


becoming  the  busy  months  again,"  he 
says.  He  isn't  having  difficulty  finding 
tenants,  but  says  that  it  takes  longer 
to  find  them. 

De  Auer  believes  that  "tenants  will 
always  see  value  in  places  that  are 
kept  up  well,"  and  so  he  tries  to  keep 
up  his  apartments.  The  vacancy  rate 
is  having  a  bigger  effect  on  the  type 
of  landlords  who  "slap  paint  on  the 
walls  and  don't  create  a  nice  living 
environment,"he  believes.  Whereas 
before  people  may  have  been  forced 
to  take  these  types  of  apartments 
anyway,  they  now  have  more  choice, 
he  says. 

Scattolon  says  that  the  change  is 
tied  to  the  housing  market.  "Mort- 
gage rates  are  low,  and  rents  are  high," 
she  explains.  When  rent  control  was 
stopped  by  the  government,  "people 
were  able  to  raise  rent  as  much  as  they 
wanted."  To  compensate,  people  have 
been  buying  homes  and  leaving  va- 
cancies, hoping  to  get  an  income  for 
renting  out  part  of  their  home.  This 
has  created  a  "glut  of  availability," 
says  Scattolon. 

De  Auer  attributes  the  change  di- 
rectly to  the  condos  that  are  "being 
built  left,  right,  and  centre  all  over 
the  city."  This  is  actually  really  bad, 
says  de  Auer,  because  it  is  "driving  the 
market  down  -  the  rental  market  has 
really  taken  a  beating." 

Scattolon  encourages  students 
to  negotiate  and  "ask  for  what  they 
want,"  especially  regarding  the 
lease.  Many  students  don't  want  to 
get  locked  in  to  a  one  year  lease  and 
she  says  that  they  should  "assure  the 
landlord  they'll  stay  for  the  school 
year,  but  want  month  to  month." 

"Landlords  should  be  more  le- 
nient," Scattolon  believes. 
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said  O'Flynn. 

For  SAC,  this  year's  festivi- 
ties will  be  about  "getting  back 
to  the  basics,"  says  orientation 
coordinator  Dylan  Rae.  This 
year  will  be  the  first  totally  dry 
frosh  week  for  SAC,  a  decision 
motivated  largely  by  demograph- 
ics. Rae  estimates  that  70-75  per 
cent  of  first  years  will  be  under 
19.  He  added  that  'wet'  events 
"place  the  responsibility  back  on 
the  [residence]  dons"  to  make 
sure  students  stay  out  of  trouble 
when  drunk. 


The  reduced  presence  of  alco- 
hol has  forced  event  organizers  to 
create  "good,  high-quality  events" 
that  are  well  planned,  fun,  and 
appealing  to  all  groups,  said  Vic- 
toria University  orientation  week 
coordinator  Geoff  Fucile.  There 
will  be  "various  interactive  com- 
ponents such  as  dancing,  music, 
games,  and  food,"  so  that  there  is 
no  focus  on  drinking,  said  Fucile. 
Frosh  leaders  have  also  been 
extensively  trained  to  deal  with 
alcohol. 

However,  Fucile  feared  that 
having  a  totally  dry  orientation 
week  would  "drive  students  back 


into  closed  residence  rooms." 
Vic's  events  instead  aim  to  pro- 
vide a  safe  environment  in  which 
to  experience  something  that  is  a 
reality  of  university  life. 

A  wristband  policy  will  be  used 
at  events  where  alcohol  will  be 
served.  SAC  is  helping  colleges 
provide  security  with  its  Safety 
&  Security  Budget,  new  this  year. 
Money  will  be  provided  for  secu- 
rity, lighting,  and  safe  transporta- 
tion to  and  from  events.  Thursday 
night's  interdivisional  parties, 
Vic's  Fort  York  event,  and  Engi- 
neering's Frosh  Nite  party  will  be 
receiving  help  from  SAC. 
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Budget  time  for  freshmen 


by  FEGN  CHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Unless  a  student  has  a  full  scholarship 
that  pays  for  tuition  for  four  years, 
university  education  is  certainly  not 
free.  In  fact,  when  it  comes  to  paying 
academic  fees  and  living  expenses, 
many  students  rely  on  various  sources 
such  as  parents,  loans  and  personal 
savings.  Tom  Tifford,  a  second  year 
commerce  student  from  University 
College  is  such  a  case.  This  year,  his 
tuition  fees  total  more  than  Si6,ooo. 
Even  though  he  has  money  saved  up 
from  trust  funds  and  summer  jobs,  he 
still  has  to  count  on  his  parents  for  fi- 
nancial support.  Likewise,  Duwaraga 
Sivakolunthu,  a  first  year  engineering 
student,  is  relying  on  her  parents  and 
OSAP  to  pay  her  way  through  school. 
With  eight  whole  months  ahead  of 
them,  they  both  agree  that  they  have 
to  budget  themselves  to  avoid  run- 
ning out  of  money. 

According  to  Shirley  Godinho,  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Metro  Credit 
Union,  planning  a  budget  is  not  easy 
and  one  of  the  most  important  things 
about  planning  a  budget  is  to  keep 
track  of  where  the  money  is  being 
spent.  "When  you  receive  your  money 
from  bursaries,  jobs,  OSAP  or  what- 
ever, you  should  allocate  what  you  are 
going  to  spend  each  semester.  You're 
going  to  be  there  for  four  months 
and  you've  got  to  budget.  If  you  have 
Sio,ooo,  $2,000  per  month  is  what 
you're  living  on  and  that  includes  ev- 
erything D  your  rent,  your  food,  your 


travel  expenses,  phone. ..whatever  you 
have,"  says  Godinho. 

Godinho  also  says  students  need 
to  learn  how  to  manage  their  money 
wisely  and  make  their  money  last. 
She  says  cooking  can  save  students  a 
lot  of  money  since  eating  on  campus 
is  very  expensive.  The  first  step  is 
to  buy  affordable  and  practical  ap- 
pliances. "Even  if  they  only  have  a 
room  with  nothing  else,  all  they  need 
is  a  hot  plate,  electric  frying  pan, 
kettle,  toaster  oven,  mini  fridge  and 
a  microwave.  All  these  things  can 
be  purchased  very  inexpensively  at 
Value  Village  or  second-hand  stores. 
And  that's  really  all  you  need,  basic 
things... you  don't  need  a  stove  or  a 
whole  bunch  of  electrical  gadgets," 
suggests  Godinho. 

What's  more,  she  says  students 
don't  need  to  spend  money  on  ex- 
pensive meal  plans.  "They  can  spend 
under  $ioo  and  get  all  these  appli- 
ances...and  now  they  can  cook.  They 
can  literally  go  out  and  buy  their  own 
food.  They  don't  have  to  buy  any 
meals  on  campus  at  all."  Godinho 
advises  students  to  get  healthy  foods 
and  not  expensive  junk  foods,  which 
have  no  nutritional  value.  "You  can  go 
out  and  buy  healthy  foods  such  as  pita 
bread,  lettuces,  tomatoes,  tuna,  fruits, 
vegetables  and  canned  goods.  It's  very 
inexpensive  to  live  if  you  know  how  to 
shop  for  proper,  good  and  nutritious 
foods.  It's  amazing  how  much  money 
you  can  save  by  doing  that." 

When  it  comes  to  buying  groceries, 
Godinho  does  not  suggest  buying 


them  online  because  the  prices  are  a 
lot  more  expensive.  The  best  places  to 
buy  groceries  are  Price  Choppers,  No 
Frills  and  Food  Basics.  "Those  are  the 
best  places  to  shop  because  they  don't 
have  the  fancy  decorations  like  in  oth- 
er supermarkets,  so  you  get  the  basic 
price.  There  is  a  No  Frills  located  at 
DufFerin  and  Bloor...it's  a  bit  of  a  walk 
but  if  you  are  going  for  groceries  once 
a  week,  you  can  take  the  TTC  and 
it's  worth  it.  And  China  Town.. .it's 
a  gold  mine  for  shopping.  So  nobody 
on  campus  can  say  they  can't  get  inex- 
pensive foods,"  says  Godinho. 

Other  money-saving  tips  include 
buying  second-hand  textbooks,  sec- 
ond-hand computers  and  ceil  phone 
cards.  Second-hand  textbooks  are 
a  lot  cheaper  and  even  if  a  book  is 
missing  a  page  or  two,  Godinho  says 
students  can  always  ask  their  friends 
to  make  photocopies  of  the  missing 
pages.  As  well,  students  don't  need  a 
brand  new  computer  since  all  they  re- 
ally need  to  do  is  research.  Finally,  she 
says  when  students  are  on  a  budget, 
they  should  use  cell  phone  cards  be- 
cause phone  plans  can  easily  come  up 
to  more  than  $40  dollars  a  month. 

One  thing  Godinho  encourages 
students  to  do  is  get  a  credit  card. 
"When  you're  young,  it's  a  great  time 
to  start  building  your  credit  rating. 
The  best  and  the  most  important 
thing  is  to  have  a  good  credit  record, 
but  you  should  only  have  one  or  two 
good  credit  cards.  Too  many  credit 
cards  doesn't  look  good  because  it 
looks  like  you'll  run  yourself  into 
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Checking  in:  A  first  year  student  moves  into  New  College. 


more  debt,"  says  Godinho.  She  cau- 
tions students  that  having  a  credit 
card  means  they  have  to  pay  their 
bills  on  time  and  should  only  use  it  for 
emergencies. 

A  general  piece  of  advice  Godinho 
has  for  students  is  to  be  active  con- 
sumers. "I  think  the  best  step  for 
students  is  to  shop  around.  You  can't 
pick  a  place  and  live  there  without 
researching  it.  Go  around  your  neigh- 


bourhood and  see  where  you  get  your 
best  deals.  Pick  up  the  papers  and  go 
through  the  buy  and  sells  because  you 
can  pick  up  a  lot  of  stuff  that  you  ordi- 
narily wouldn't  see." 

For  more  information  on  student 
budgets  and  other  student  account 
packages,  students  can  visit  the 
Metro  Credit  Union  website  @ 
vvrww.metro.cu.com  ,  or  call  (416) 
252-5621. 


Students  pounce  on 
cheap  metropasses 


by  GRAHAM  F.  SCOTT 
VARSITY  STAFF 


SAC's  big  success  of  last  year,  win- 
ning subsidized  metropasses  for  U 
of  T  students,  has  proved  to  be  more 
popular  than  expected,  as  students 
have  snapped  up  the  discount  passes 
in  record  time. 

"Every  day  it's  been  really 
busy,"  said  Anmar  Khan  and  Aminah 
Husain,  who  were  staffing  the  booth 
last  Thursday  afternoon.  Khan  said 
that  they've  been  selling  between 
200  and  300  cards  every  day.  The 
cards  cost  $87  per  month 

Rebecca  Saxon,  a  third 
year  English  major  standing  in  line 
to  buy  a  pass,  said  she  usually  buys  a 
metropass  during  the  school  year  to 
commute  from  her  home  in  the  east 
end. 

"Any  savings  is  good,"  said  Saxon. 
"I  think  this  is  about  as  much  as 
you'd  pay  if  you  bought  them  all  year. 
I  don't  really  know  what  the  cost  sav- 
ings is." 

"They're  supposed  to  be  a  trial  proj- 
ect," said  Alexandra  Artful-Dodger, 
vice-president  operations  at  SAC. 


Ide  the  Bocket 
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"The  fact  that  they've  been  so  suc- 
cessful indicates  there  is  a  need  for 
these  discounts." 

President  Ashley  Morton  said  that 
SAC  sold  734  August  passes,  and  that 
they've  already  broken  that  record  for 
September. 

"We've  already  surpassed  that 
number  in  the  first  three  days  [of 
sales]"  he  said,  predicting  that  the 
council  "could  hit  10,000  by  the  end 
of  October  and  November." 

The  trial  period  for  the  discountd 
transit  passes  has  already  been 
extended.  It  was  originally  to  have 
lasted  from  August  2003  to  August 
2004,  but  the  Toronto  Transit  Com- 
mission has  lengthened  the  period  to 
December  2004. 

In  order  to  continue  the  program 
with  the  full  discount,  SAC  had  to  sell 
500  passes  each  month,  a  quota  which 
they  fulfilled  in  just  a  day  and  a  half. 

The  $87  Metropasses  can  be 
purchased  by  all  students,  staff  and 
faculty  of  U  of  T,  and  are  on  sale 
in  the  basement  of  the  SAC  build- 
ing at  12  Hart  House  Circle  and  at 
the  Scarborough  Campus  Students 
Union. 
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and  Screech  from  Saved  by  the  Bell 
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freshen  up  orientation. 

St.  Michael's  College  is  hold- 
ing a  new  event  specifically  for 
comuters.  "Same  World,  Differ- 
ent Planet"  will  bring  together 
commuters  for  a  day  of  food  and 
games. 

UTM  is  holding  a  concert  on 
the  last  day  of  orientation,  where 
I  Mother  Earth  and  Candida 
from  Canadian  Idol  are  playing. 

"We've  never  left  the  down- 
town campus  after  the  SAC 
parade  before,  and  this  is  Erin- 
dale's  first  outdoor  concert  ever" 
said  Katherine  Kormos,  services 
coordinator  for  the  Erindale 
College  Student  Union. 

On  the  downtown  campus, 
SAC  is  throwing  a  Woodstock- 
like rock  concert,  on  the  Friday 
afternoon,  featuring  UC  student 
band  The  Daybreak  among 
others.  Later  that  night,  SAC 
is  also  putting  on  an  R&B  and 
Hip-Hop  concert  featuring 
Canadian  artists  In  Essence.  A 
wrestling  event  at  Varsity  Arena 
on  Friday  goes  for  a  retro  feel, 
with  Screech  from  Saved  by  the 


Bell  (Dustin  Diamond)  starring 
alongside  "Hacksaw"  Jim  Dug- 
gan  and  Jim  "The  Anvil"  Nied- 
hart,  among  others. 

As  well  as  the  concerts,  SAC 
is  hosting  the  annual  clubs 
carnival,  where  more  than  150 
clubs  are  expected.  SAC  Day 
on  Friday  includes  the  univer- 
sity-wide SAC  parade  across 
the  downtown  area  and  a  toonie 
lunch  and  dinner.  SAC  is  ex- 
pecting more  than  8,000  frosh 
and  frosh  leaders. 

This  year  SAC  is  not  only 
hosting  Friday's  events,  but  also 
trying  to  facilitate  for  colleges 
across  campus.  SAC  is  providing 
safety,  security,  and  transporta- 
tion at  the  Engineering  frosh 
night  at  Fort  York,  where  4,000 
people  are  expected.  SAC  is  also 
planning  to  provide  assistance 
at  an  interdivisional  college 
party  on  Wednesday. 

"We're  trying  to  be  more 
proactive,"  said  Dylan  Rae,  the 
SAC  orientation  coordinator. 
"We  want  to  make  SAC  a  re- 
source for  the  colleges". 


In  addition  to  the  fun  and 
games,  colleges  are  provid- 
ing academic  events  to  ease 
the  transition  into  university. 
Events  include  meeting  with 
professors,  tours  of  the  U  of  T 
campus  and  survival  skills  ses- 
sions. 

University  College  is  holding 
an  alternative  orientation  for 
students  who  are  looking  for 
a  low-key  affair.  The  orienta- 
tion is  catered  towards  those 
seeking  a  shorter,  cheaper,  and 
resource-based  introduction  to 
the  university. 

On  the  Scarborough  campus, 
orientation  week  includes  a  tal- 
ent show  and  a  24-hour  interac- 
tive play  put  on  by  the  Drama 
Society. 

Orientation  at  UTM  features 
a  3.5  km  charity  run-walk. 
Scarborough  is  also  hosting 
Shinerama,  where  students 
shine  shoes  and  other  objects 
for  charity. 

Frosh  week  started  yesterday 
and  will  continue  throughout 
the  week  until  Sept.  6. 


We've  got  fans  for  the  stands, 
but  no  stands  to  put  them  in 
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field,  eight  lane  track,  strength  and 
conditioning  rooms,  and  student 
and  teacher  areas.  Next  would  most 
likely  come  renovations  to  the  arena 
and  the  building  of  a  second  rink. 
"A  small  stadium  that  you  control 
offers  far  more  opportunities,"  he 
adds. 

This  proposal  is  still  in  its  early 
stages,  and  other  options  have  not 
been  entirely  ruled  out.  The  fac- 
ulty is  currently  conducting  talks 
with  municipal  officials.  Kidd  is 
not  holding  his  breath,  however, 
acknowledging  that  the  city  is 
only  interested  in  building  a  large 
stadium  -  one  with  a  capacity  of 
20,000  to  25,000.  And  after  the 
series  of  crises  that  rocked  the 
GTA,  the  city's  coffers  are  rapidly 
dwindling. 

The  major  sticking  point  so  far 
is  purely  financial.  While  a  deal 
with  the  Argos  seems  logical,  as 
Liz  Hoffman,  director  of  athletics, 
points  out  "it's  all  about  dollars. 
Financially,  it  has  to  be  a  win,  win 
situation." 

From  U  of  T's  perspective,  the 
Argos  are  not  a  safe  financial  bet. 
"At  no  time  did  they  [the  Argos] 
make  any  offer  to  us  with  real 
money,"  claims  Kidd.  "Had  the 
Argos  approached  us  ten  years 
ago  maybe  things  would  have  been 
different,  but  concrete  doesn't  last 
forever  and  the  stadium  was  falling 
down." 

With  a  leveled  playing  field,  the 
stakes  are  higher.  The  university 
is  forced  to  start  from  scratch,  and 
financial  backers  aren't  exactly 
knocking  down  the  door.  "No- 
body, repeat,  nobody,  has  come 
forward  with  the  money,"  laments 
the  dean. 


A  similar  situation  has  recently 
played  itself  out  in  Montreal,  to 
opposite  effect.  Molson  Stadium, 
in  the  heart  of  the  McGill  campus, 
is  the  home  to  both  the  intercol- 
legiate Redmen  teams,  and  the 
Grey  Cup  champion  Montreal 
Alouettes.  And  the  stadium  has 
just  been  completely  refurbished, 
with  new  turf,  new  lights,  new 
washrooms,  and  a  new  scoreboard 

-  all  to  the  tune  of  $14  million. 
"The  stadium  has  had  a  major 

refurbishing. ..and  it  is  all  because 
of  Alouette  involvement,"  says  Bob 
Dubeau,  director  of  athletics  for 
McGill  University.  He's  referring 
to  the  $4.2  million  that  was  do- 
nated by  each  level  of  government 

-  federal,   provincial,  municipal 

-  as  part  of  a  government  infra- 
structure program.  Had  the  Alou- 
ettes not  been  involved,  however, 
McGill  would  have  received  $3 
million  at  most  from  government 
subsidizers,  "the  same  as  other 
Quebec  schools,"  adds  Dubeau. 

McGill  administrators  aren't 
the  only  ones  laughing.  When  a 
U2  concert  bumped  the  CFL  team 
from  their  home  turf  Olympic 
Stadium  back  in  1997,  the  McGill 
playing  field  became  a  quick  stand- 
in.  Since  that  chance  coupling,  the 
Alouettes  have  bounced  back  from 
the  brink  of  bankruptcy  winning 
the  Grey  Cup  last  year  and  selling 
out  44  straight  games  at  their  new 
crib. 

Louis-Philippe  Dorais,  the  di- 
rector of  communications  for  the 
Alouettes,  admits  that  with  a  ca- 
pacity of  just  over  20,000,  Molson 
Stadium  is  still  a  couple  of  thou- 
sand seats  shy  of  generating  profit 
for  the  CFL  club,  but  "there's  no 


other  solution.  This  is  where  our 
fans  want  to  be  so  this  is  where  we 
want  to  be. ..it's  not  a  secret  that 
Olympic  Stadium  is  not  an  ideal 
place  to  play  football  in  the  city." 

The  resuscitation  of  Varsity  Sta- 
dium has  not  seen  such  a  charmed 
life.  Although  Varsity  Arena  was 
funded  in  large  part  by  the  prov- 
ince of  Ontario,  Queen's  Park  has 
been  unreceptive  to  U  of  T's  cur- 
rent stadium  woes.  As  part  of  the 
Superbuild  program,  the  province 
will  match  university  money  to 
build  facilities  on  campus,  but  only 
academic  ones,  not  athletic.  And 
without  provincial  backing,  federal 
money  is  off-limits. 

On  the  Argo  side  of  the  coin,  the 
now-defunct  ownership  no  longer 
exists  and  was  therefore  unable  to 
comment.  However,  director  of 
football  media  for  the  CFL  Shawn 
Lackie  regretfully  acknowledged 
that  after  all  "the  political  twirlings 
and  swirlings"  of  the  past  two  years, 
partnership  with  U  of  T  is  no  longer 
an  option  for  the  franchise.  Instead 
he  predicts  that  after  finding  an 
owner,  the  Argonauts  will  look  to 
strike  a  deal  with  the  Canadian  Soc- 
cer Association. 

For  now,  the  phys.  ed  faculty  has 
their  fingers  crossed  that  a  perma- 
nent stadium  will  be  completed  by 
the  fall  of  2004,  but  with  no  official 
plans  in  the  works,  this  optimism 
may  be  premature. 

In  the  meantime,  the  faculty, 
athletes,  and  coaches  are  making  the 
most  of  a  tough  situation.  Come  Sep- 
tember 6,  the  first  Blues  home  game, 
Hoffman  expects  the  place  to  be 
packed  to  the  metaphorical  rafters. 
"We'll  be  turning  people  away.. .there 
just  won't  be  enough  room." 
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Missionaries  put  in 
awkward  position, 
showdown  approaches 

Jewish  groups  face  off  in  Toronto 


byALINA  OLSHENITSKY 


COURTESY  JEWS  FOR  JESUS 


Tough  crowd:  A  pair  of  Jews  for  Jesus  representatives  square  off 
against  a  couple  of  more  traditional  followers  on  the  street. 


Religion  is  a  controversial  issue, 
and  the  Jews  for  Jesus'  Behold 
Your  God  Campaign  this  Sep- 
tember is  bound  to  complicate 
matters  even  more. 

This  missionary  crusade,  which 
has  sparked  sharp  opposition 
from  many  Jewish  and  Christian 
organizations  in  Toronto,  is  con- 


ducted by  Jews  who  believe  that 
Jesus  is  the  Messiah  and  adhere 
to  the  scriptures  of  both  the  old 
and  new  testaments. 

"We  want  people  to  think  for 
themselves  about  what  is  true," 
said  Andrew  Barron,  Chief  of 
Station  at  the  Canadian  Branch 
of  Jews  for  Jesus.  "We  feel  it 
is  our  duty  to  spread  the  mes- 
sage of  our  faith,  especially  to 


our  Jewish  brothers  and  sisters, 
because  we  want  them  to  un- 
derstand that  you  can  be  Jewish 
and  believe  in  Jesus  at  the  same 
time." 

Representatives  from  the 
group  will  pay  daily  visits  to  U 
of  T's  St.  George  Campus  until 
September  13,  distributing  bro- 
chures on  the  streets. 

When  asked  whether  Jews  for 
Jesus  should  come  to  U  of  T, 
Hyla  Korn,  a  fourth  year  U  of  T 
student  and  co-chair  of  Ontario 
Hillel  Partnership,  said  that  the 
issue  is  not  the  group's  right  to 
speak  with  students,  but  the 
strategy  they  use  in  doing  so. 

"Everyone  should  be  allowed 
to  talk  about  what  they  believe 
because  U  of  T  stands  for  reli- 
gious and  ethnic  tolerance,"  said 
Korn.  "The  problem  at  hand  is 
that  Jews  for  Jesus  uses  deceptive 
tactics  in  their  campaigns.  They 
claim  to  be  Jewish,  but  they  are 
not.  They  say  that  one  does  not 
need  to  convert  to  Christianity 
in  order  to  believe  in  Jesus  but, 
in  essence,  what  they  are  seeking 
is  for  people  to  convert." 

Barron,  however,  does  not 
mention  conversion.  He  says 
that  a  Jew  is  a  Jew  because,  bio- 
logically, he  is  the  descendent  of 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob.  Ac- 
cording to  Barron,  one  can  be- 
lieve in  Jesus  and  remain  Jewish, 
since  the  former  is  ethnicity  and 
the  latter  is  faith. 

Director  of  Community  Rela- 
tions of  the  Canadian  Jewish 
Congress  (Ontario  Region),  Len 
Rudner,  disagrees.  "Jesus  repre- 
sents a  sharp  break  from  the  He- 
brew scriptures,  creating  a  clear 
distinction  between  Judaism  and 
Christianity.  Therefore,  no  mat- 
ter how  devoted  Jews  for  Jesus 
are  to  their  faith,"  says  Rudner, 
"being  Jewish  and  believing  in 
Jesus  at  the  same  time  contra- 
dicts one  another." 

"You  can  be  a  Jew  Far  Jesus  no 
more  than  you  can  be  a  vegetar- 
ian for  meat,  or  an  atheist  for 
God,"  Rudner  added. 

Along  with  Toronto's  Jew- 
ish community,  the  Christian 
church  disapproves  of  Jews 
for  Jesus  as  well.  Dr.  Charles 
McVety,  president  of  the  Cana- 
dian Christian  College,  said  that 
"by  disguising  themselves  as  Jews 
while  practicing  Christianity, 
Jews  for  Jesus  lose  all  credibility 
in  the  eyes  of  the  church." 

As  a  response  to  the  group's 
missionary  activities  in  Toronto, 
a  campaign  entitled  "Missionary 
Impossible",  organized  in  an  at- 
tempt to  defend  Judaism,  will 
feature  a  "Stand  Up  for  Judaism" 
Sabbath  and  rally  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  6  and  Sunday,  Sept.  7.  The 
rally  will  begin  at  8  p.m.  at  the 
Toronto  Zionist  Centre,  788 
Marlee  Ave.  and  is  open  to  the 
public. 
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Attention  Frosh:  this  one's  for  you 


By  now,  you  must  be  sick  to  death  of 
the  term  "double  cohort."  And  with 
good  reason.  There  doesn't  seem  to 
be  any  upside  to  being  a  member. 
You've  stressed  out  over  grades,  wor- 
ried about  student  housing  and  had 
nightmares  about  classes  requiring 
stadium  seating. 

But  allow  us  to  suggest  another, 
very  different  side  to  being  a  double 
cohort  member — one  that  no  one's 
mentioned  to  you  so  far,  because 
maybe  they  don't  want  you  to  know: 
you  have  influence.  You  have  influ- 
ence precisely  because  of  your  double 
cohort  status. 

Demographic  bulges  are  like  tidal 
waves,  shaking  things  up  wherever 
they  go.  Although  crunches  like  the 
double  cohort  can  make  things  more 
difficult  in  some  ways,  they  seem  to 
provide  unique  opportunities  for 
change. 

The  last  time  universities  saw 
a  sharp  increase  in  enrollment 
was  when  the  baby  boomers  came 
through  in  the  1960's.  In  fact  there 
are  a  lot  of  parallels  between  then  and 
now.  Big  classes  and  alienation  caused 
a  lot  of  unrest  at  the  time.  But  that 
led  to  all  sorts  of  positive  develop- 
ments that  might  not  have  happened 
otherwise.  Course  unions  were  born 
during  this  time,  at  U  of  T  and  other 
schools  to  serve  as  organizing  centers 
for  students  to  effect  change.  The 
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result  is  that  higher  education  today 
looks  significantly  different  than  it 
might  have  otherwise. 

The  course  unions  pushed  for  bet- 
ter, more  personal  education  in  many 
different  ways.  The  course  evalua- 
tions that  you'll  fill  out  in  December 
were  born  in  the  1960's.  Initially  they 
were  sporadic,  but  today  student 
evaluations  are  done  for  every  course 
and  compiled  in  the  Arts  and  Science 
Student  Union's  Anti-Calendar.  The 
university  even  takes  them  into  ac- 
count when  it  considers  hiring  and 
promotion  of  professors. 

These  evaluations  may  seem  unre- 
markable today,  but  at  the  time  they 
were  almost  unthinkable. 

You  have  a  similar  opportunity 
during  your  years  here  to  have  some 
influence  on  how  the  university 
serves  you.  Before  you  even  got  here, 
the  university  started  reviewing  its 
policies  in  preparation  for  your  ar- 
rival, producing  fat  volumes  like  the 
"Report  of  the  Task  Force  on  Orien- 
tation &  Transition." 

But  don't  let  them  decide  what's 
best  for  you.  Make  sure  your  voices 
are  heard,  too. 

There  are  plenty  of  good  things 
about  this  university.  It  has  probably 
the  widest  selection  of  programs  and 


courses  of  any  university  in  Canada, 
from  Aboriginal  Studies  to  Zoology. 
The  caliber  of  research  that  goes  on 
here  is  second  to  none.  And  all  this 
goes  on  in  the  heart  of  a  great  city 
like  Toronto. 

But  there's  plenty  of  room  for  im- 
provement in  other  areas.  Recently, 
U  of  T  had  the  dubious  honour  of 
being  ranked  number  one  for  "Class 
Discussion  Rare"  in  the  Princeton 
Review's  rankings  of  350  colleges  and 
universities  across  North  America.  It 
was  also  near  the  top  in  other  less- 
than-desirable  categories,  like:  "Pro- 
fessors Make  Themselves  Scarce," 
and  "Least  Happy  Students." 

Don't  think  that  students  can't 
make  a  difference.  Student  action 
has  led  directly  to  a  host  of  changes 
at  U  of  T  over  the  years.  Undergrads 
weren't  going  to  be  allowed  access  to 
Robarts  Library,  until  students  raised 
a  stink  over  it.  Women  weren't  al- 
lowed into  Hart  House  until  pressure 
from  students  forced  the  university 
to  change.  And  just  in  the  past  couple 
of  years,  work  by  ASSU  and  others 
has  created  a  24  hour  study  space  at 
Robarts,  a  course  refund  schedule 
that's  more  favourable  to  students, 
and  other  improvements. 

You've  put  up  with  a  lot  of  crap 
because  of  the  double  cohort.  Why 
not  start  making  your  unique  status 
work  for  you? 


Shower  before  swimming,  you  dirty  sods! 

by  HAILUN  TANG  


If  someone  asked  you  if  you  wear  un- 
derwear when  you  take  a  shower,  you 
might  laughs  But  the  way  most  peo- 
ple take  a  shower  before  swimming 
at  the  Athletic  Center  and  Hart 
House  is  very  interesting.  Although 
there  is  a  sign  on  the  door  at  both 
pools  stating  that  each  swimmer 
must  shower  with  soap  and  warm 
water  before  entering  the  pool,  I've 
only  witnessed  two  other  women  do- 
ing that  over  the  past  four  years.  Ac- 
cording to  my  male  colleagues  only  a 
few  men  take  a  proper  shower  before 
swimming.  Most  women  and  some 
men  usually  just  wet  their  swimming 
suits  before  entering  the  pool.  Inter- 


estingly, after  swimming,  everyone 
takes  a  nice,  long  shower — now 
without  a  bathing  suit. 

Let's  have  a  look  at  this  scientifi- 
cally. In  the  colon,  there  are  all  kinds 
of  E.  coli  bacteria,  some  of  which  may 
be  pathogens,  or  disease-causing 
bacteria.  When  the  body  perspires, 
it  produces  sweat  and  oils,  and  our 
skin  cells  constantly  die  and  are 
renewed.  Every  healthy  person  uri- 
nates and  moves  his  or  her  bowels 
daily.  If  people  don't  take  a  nude 
shower  with  soap  and  hot  water, 
imagine  how  much  bacteria,  dead 
skin,  and  other  dirt  is  introduced 
into  the  water. 

When  we  don't  shower  prop- 
erly, the  residual  dirt  reacts  with 
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the  chlorine  in  the  pool  to  form 
chloramines,  which  are  40-60  %  less 
effective  than  chlorine  in  destroying 
pathogens.  The  consequence  is  that 
either  pools  have  to  be  maintained  at 
higher  concentrations  of  chlorine,  or 
swimmers  will  risk  getting  sick  from 
the  water. 

In  indoor  pools  the  chloramines 
evaporate  and  stay  close  above  the 
water,  and  can  irritate  the  eyes  and 
throat.  It  may  also  damage  the  lung 
and  trigger  asthma,  particularly 
in  kids.  A  recent  survey  of  nearly 
2,000  students  in  Brussels  revealed 
a  stronger  link  between  asthma  and 
pool  attendance  than  with  accepted 
risk  factors  such  as  pet  ownership  or 
exposure  to  second-hand  smoke. 

I  know  that  in  some  condos,  resi- 
dents willingly  take  a  nude  shower 
before  swimming,  because  they  un- 
derstand the  need  for  it.  For  the  sake 
of  our  health,  please  take  a  proper 
shower  with  soap  and  hot  water 
without  your  swimming  suit  before 
swimming. 

Hailun  Tang  is  a  post-doc  toral 
researcher  in  U  ofT's  Department  of 
Biochemistry. 
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Flag-fest:  whistling  dixie 

RE:  Racist  flag  flies  at  frat  house  by  Ryan  Kennedy  (Jul.  30) 


In  the  July  30,  front  page  Varsity 
article  it  was  implied  that  Sigma  Nu 
tolerates  and  accepts  racism.  The 
reason  for  these  implications  was  that 
Sigma  Nu  did  not  force  a  boarder/ 
tenant  to  take  down  a  Confederate 
type  flag,  a  flag  that  was  attached  to 
the  inside  of  a  tenant's  door.  Under 
the  Residential  Tenancies  Act  of 
Ontario,  Sigma  Nu  does  not  have  the 
power  to  force  a  tenant  to  dispose 
of  his  or  her  personal  property  (such 
as  the  flag  in  question).  Moreover, 
had  Sigma  Nu  attempted  to  force  the 
tenant  to  remove  the  flag,  it  would 
have  violated  the  tenant's  rights  to 
privacy  and  security  of  tenure. 

We  would  like  to  thank  The 
Varsity  for  making  us  aware  of  the 
situation.  Due  to  moral  suasion  by 
Sigma  Nu,  the  tenant  has  removed 
the  flag.  We  apologize  to  anyone 
whom  may  have  been  offended  or 
inconvenienced  by  this  matter.  Sigma 

Ryan  Kennedy's  article  and  former 
SAC  President  Rocco  Kusi- 
Achompang's  words  raise  some 
disturbing  issues.  What  concerns 
me,  though,  is  not  the  content  of 
either  but  rather  their  subtext. 

Reducing  the  American  Civil 
War  to  a  conflict  solely  over 
slavery  is  almost  offensive  in  its 
simplicity,  especially  considering 
this  is  a  publication  for  university 
students.  Moreover,  reading  former 
SAC  president  Kusi-Achampong's 
overblown  "concerns,"  you  would 
think  that  General  Lee  would  be 
marching  his  troops  up  St.  George 
any  day  now. 

Furthermore,  I  highly  doubt 
that  Kusi-Achampong's  ill-founded 
prejudice  is  representative  of  the 
black  community  at  U  of  T.  That 
he  feels  the  student  should  be 
ordered  to  remove  the  flag  smacks 
of  hypocrisy.  Even  if  the  boarder 


I  appreciate  you  printing  the  article 
about  the  Confederate  flag  and  how 
disconcerting  it  is  for  people  to  see  it, 
specifically  people  descended  from 
African  slaves.  You  accurately  state 
the  black  perspective  on  this  flag 
and  symbol.  It's  so  good  to  see  this 
concern  as  The  Varsity 's  concern. 


Nu  is  takin  gsteps  to  ensure  that  a 
similar  incident  is  not  repeated  in  the 
future. 

As  for  the  allegations  that  Sigma 
Nu  is  a  racist  fraternity  that  is  not 
true.  Our  chapter  of  Sigma  Nu  has 
never  been,  nor  will  it  become  a 
racist  organization.  Our  fraternity 
was  founded  on  the  principles  of 
Love,  Truth,  and  Honour,  none  of 
which  promote  or  tolerate  racism. 
This  can  be  seen  by  our  diverse  and 
multicultural  membership. 

In  reference  to  similar 
unacceptable  flags  being  sold  on 
websites  promoting  racism,  that  is 
just  a  coincidence.  Unfortunately  such 
offensive  flags  were  on  sale  this  year 
in  Chinatown  and  during  the  Caribana 
Festival  on  the  Lakeshore. 

WOJCIECH  PlANKA 

President,  Zeta  Delta  Chapter,  Sigma 
Nu 

is  misinformed  about  the  flag's 
origin,  he  is  displaying  it  as  a 
celebration  of  his  South  Carolina 
heritage.  That  we  should  be  forced 
to  disavow  our  history  because 
it  is  offensive  to  some  based 
on  contemporary  standards  is  a 
ridiculous  and  offensive  notion.  To 
lose  our  history,  regardless  of  how 
blemished  it  is,  is  to  lose  a  part  of 
ourselves. 

The  real  mockery  of  what  this 
university  stands  for  is  that  its 
student  newspaper,  rather  than 
sticking  out  its  neck  on  a  difficult 
issue  which  begs  for  illumination, 
chooses  instead  to  point  the  finger 
of  blame.  Presenting  its  readers  with 
the  Encarta  version  of  history  and 
angry,  uniformed  opinions  does  not 
live  up  to  the  University's  ideals  of 
education  and  enlightenment. 

Andrew  Nelson 


Usually  media  would  circumscribe 
an  issue  like  this  as  'special  interest' 
news,  that  does  not  concern  white 
people.  Thank  you  so  much  for 
showing  this  as  a  popular  issue  and 
not  one  that  only  concerns  blacks. 

Dexter  Williams 

See/.A^rr/r/?.Vonpage9 
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Why  Grizzly  Adams 
had  the  right  idea 


by  ANDY  CANIVET 
VARSITY  STAFF 


There  I  was,  lying  in  bed,  the  day 
after  the  blackout  at  what  my  blink- 
ing clock-radio  said  was  6:30  in  the 
morning.  I  listened  as  the  CBC  told 
me  what  I  could  expect  to  find  open 
that  day,  and  pondered  that  this  sort 
of  thing  wouldn't  have  been  a  prob- 
lem if  we  all  lived  simpler  lives. 

So  you  can  imagine  the  feeling 
I  got  when  I  heard  a  moment  later 
that  Black  Creek  Pioneer  Village 
was  closed  for  the  day.  I  mean,  shit,  if 
even  a  Pioneer  Village  can't  handle  a 
little  blackout  these  days,  something 
must  be  terribly  wrong. 

And  what's  up  with  this  U  of  T 
generation  system?  Apparently  we 
have  a  generator  designed  to  supple- 
ment the  entire  university's  power  at 
peak  usage  times.  The  only  catch  is 
that  the  grid  has  to  be  working  to  get 
this  micro-power-plant  up  and  run- 
ning— which  seems  about  as  useful 
as  a  solar-powered  flashlight.  In  any 
case,  if  even  the  country's  largest  uni- 
versity isn't  really  ready  for  a  major 
power  outage,  so  how  prepared  are 
the  rest  of  us? 

What  would  have  happened  if  the 
power  was  out  for  a  week  instead  of 
a  day?  How  long  can  people  survive 
with  a  limited  supply  of  clean  water, 
little  access  to  food  or  emergency 
supplies,  and  no  access  to  additional 
money  to  even  purchase  these  sup- 


plies? 

If  the  power  went  out  permanently, 
most  of  us  would  probably  die  of  star- 
vation or  television  withdrawal  inside 
of  two  weeks.  And  how  long  would  it 
take  before  the  survivors  finally  lost 
it  and  started  behaving  like  rejects 
from  a  Mad  Max  movie? 

The  point  is;  we've  engineered  our 
whole  culture  to  save  us  time,  energy, 
and  most  of  all  thinking,  so  that  we 
can  busy  ourselves  with  trying  to  be 
comfortable.  But  we've  become  over- 
specialized  and  complacent.  Urban 
culture  is  hopelessly  fragile. 

Now,  I'm  not  saying  we  should  all 
toss  our  cell-phones  into  the  street 
and  move  back  to  the  forest  and  live 
like  Grizzly  Adams...  oh  wait,  yes  I 
am.  Sure,  maybe  in  the  wilderness 
you  have  to  watch  out  for  bears  and 
crap — but  at  least  you're  not  sitting 
in  a  traffic  jam  waiting  to  get  to  a 
job  you  hate,  where  you  work  your 
fingers  to  the  bone,  neglecting  your 
family,  so  that  you  can  comfortably 
retire  in  the  Bahamas — only  to  fall 
short  because  of  your  mortgage  and 
car  payments  and  end  up  in  an  old- 
age  home  waiting  to  die  of  boredom 
and  a  colon  infection. 

Well,  okay,  maybe  there's  a  com- 
promise. We  could  conserve  more 
and  invest  in  small-scale,  diversi- 
fied systems.  Instead  of  huge  cities, 
imagine  living  in  small  communities 
where  people  generate  their  own 
power  using  renewables  like  solar 
and  wind.  Smaller  communities  have 


a  number  of  other  advantages,  such 
as  stronger  social  ties,  easy  access 
to  clean  water  and  agriculture,  and 
a  heck  of  a  lot  less  pollution,  crime, 
and  traffic.  Small,  automated  indus- 
try would  be  flexible,  relatively  clean, 
and  still  able  to  produce  most  of  the 
products  we  need — though  obviously 
not  on  the  massive  scales  of  con- 
sumption that  we're  used  to. 

Connected  by  the  internet  and  rea- 
sonable public  transportation,  a  net- 
work of  small  communities  could  be 
every  bit  as  vibrant  and  sophisticated 
as  any  major  city,  but  would  remain 
adaptable  and  resilient.  If  we  orga- 
nized our  political  system  to  follow  a 
decentralized  model  as  well — putting 
the  emphasis  on  the  local  rather  than 
the  national  or  provincial  level — I 
think  we'd  find  things  a  lot  more 
responsive  and  democratic. 

The  internet  works  this  way — it's 
decentralized,  so  if  any  one  of  it's 
systems  fails,  the  rest  of  the  struc- 
ture can  continue  to  function  more 
or  less  normally.  It  works  like  a  living 
system. 

But  it  would  only  work  if  we  were 
willing  to  live  a  bit  more  modestly 
and  not  consume  or  waste  as  much. 
We  would  also  have  pay  attention 
to  our  actions,  instead  of  relying  on 
"the  system"  to  make  things  work  for 
us.  It  seems  to  me  it's  either  that,  or 
the  crap-shoot  of  waiting  for  some 
crucial  system  to  fail  catastrophically 
and  bring  down  the  whole  house  of 
cards. 
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FROM 
THE 
VAULTS 

Simcoe  Hall  is  still  occupied  by 
about  200  students  while  negotiations 
continue  over  final  details  of  a  capitu- 
lation by  the  U  of  T  administration 
to  student  demands  set  yesterday  at 
I  pm. 

Pandemonium  erupted  in  the 
packed  Simcoe  Hall  Senate  chamber 
shortly  after  9  pm  last  night  when 
more  than  600  students  learned  that 
administration  officials  had  virtually 
caved  in  to  student  demands  set  six 
hours  earlier. 

Acting  President  Jack  Sword  visited 
the  scene  of  the  occupation  to  read  a 
terse  statement  promising  equal  ac- 
cessibility to  the  new  library  for  all 
students  and  the  general  public. 


However  students  have  sent  their 
negotiating  committee  back  to 
meet  with  Sword,  armed  with  new 
demands. 

These  include  a  Senate  meeting 
Thursday,  a  public  statement  by 
Sword  that  no  warning  was  given  in 
the  Sunday  raid,  and  a  commitment  by 
the  university  to  pay  any  court  costs 
resulting  from  the  Sunday  raid. 

Yesterday's  occupation  was  a  re- 
newal of  the  effort  which  failed  early 
Sunday  morning  when  Sword  called  54 
Metro  and  campus  police  into  Simcoe 
Hall  to  evict  occupiers.  Eighteen 
people  were  arrested. 

Among  his  concessions  last  night 
were  a  pledge  to  drop  all  charges 
and  an  agreement  on  how  and  when 
police  could  be  called  on  campus  in 
the  fiiture. 

The  senate  is  expected  to  approve 
the  administrations  promises  within 
a  week. 

Student  negotiators  will  meet 
with  administration  officials  at  11  am 
today. 

There  will  be  a  i  pm  mass  meeting 
in  the  Senate  chamber,  to  consider 
ratifying  the  results  of  the  morning's 
negotiations. 


Delivery  staff  wanted 

Looking  for  a  few  good  people  to  help  deliver  the  Varsity. 
$10  an  hour,  8  hours  per  delivery  day. 
Valid  driver's  license  is  an  asset. 

Call  416-946-7605.  Email:  business@thevarsity.ca 
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You  do  the  math. 

How  smart  is  this:  All  the  textbooks  you  need  for  up  to  60%  off  retail  prices.  And  all  you  have 
to  do  is  go  to  half.com  and  type  in  the  book  titles,  or  ISBN  numbers.  Gotta  love  that  new  math. 
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Same  textbooks.  Smarter  prices. 
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Blackouts  suck-let's  try 
to  prevent  them 


by  CAROLINE  D'ANGELO 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Now  that  the  blackout  is  fading 
from  immediate  memory,  it's  a 
good  time  to  take  a  step  back  and 
evaluate  its  impact.  Judging  from 
stories  in  the  media,  most  people 
had  a  pretty  good  time  during  the 
blackout — firing  up  the  barbeque, 
hanging  out  with  their  neigh- 
bours, watching  the  stars  (stars,  in 
downtown  Toronto!)  and  generally 
enjoying  "getting  back  to  nature." 
Well,  I'm  glad  you  had  fun,  but  I'd 
hate  for  anyone  to  think  that  living 
without  power  for  a  day  constitutes 
"nature."  There  is  a  reason  that  hu- 
man civilization  has  spent  10,000 
years  evolving  the  electric  can 
opener:  Nature  sucks. 

The  first  thing  to  realise  is  how 
much --we  need  electricity  for. 
Maybe  it's  fun  to  play  survival  for 
a  night — eat  cold  food,  conserve 
water  and  use  candles,  but  in  On- 
tario, citizens  are  expected  to  last 
three  days  in  an  emergency  before 
government  aid  kicks  in.  By  day 
three  that  probably  means  no  more 
water,  no  more  fresh  food,  few 
candles  or  flashlights  and  some 
strained  tempers.  Add  to  that  the 
fact  that  new  food  supplies  would 


likely  be  slowed  (so  grocery  stores 
and  restaurants  would  be  shut)  and 
that  daily  temperatures  could  be  in 
the  30s  (or  40s  with  the  humidity). 
How  long  would  it  be  before  the 

People  who  use 
the  blackout  as  an 
example  of  the  evils 
of  technology  and 
modern  civilization 
are  being  naive. 

neighbours  you  were  sharing  drinks 
and  laughs  with  yesterday  night  be- 
come your  greedy  mortal  enemies 
who  won't  share  any  of  their  canned 
food  and  candles? 

Everything  in  modern  -society 
depends  heavily  on  electricity.  Even 
Black  Creek  Pioneer  Village,  our 
local  celebration  of  a  simpler  time 
when  electricity  was  a  party  trick 
with  kites  in  thunderstorms,  was 
closed  for  several  days  during  and 
after  the  blackout.  At  U  of  T,  the 
back-up  power  station,  designed  to 
assure  that  there  is  enough  power 
to  protect  all  the  expensive  scien- 


tific experiments  and  equipment, 
was  ofi^  because  it  needs  power  to 
start  up. 

People  who  use  the  blackout  as 
an  example  of  the  evils  of  technol- 
ogy and  modern  civilization  are  be- 
ing naive.  Even  campers  who  spend 
weeks  living  in  forests  take  things 
like  flashlights  and  tablets  to  make 
sure  they  have  clean  water.  Living 
without  the  comforts  of  modern 
life  means  spending  a  lot  longer 
each  day  on  basic  survival,  and  liv- 
ing in  peace  in  such  a  society  would 
mean  imposing  a  rigid  social  code 
of  behaviour.  Worse  is  if  people 
fantasize  about  living  in  this  false 
Utopia  (perfected  in  their  imagi- 
nations) at  the  expense  of  what 
is  going  on  around  them.  What  is 
the  use  of  dreaming  about  grow- 
ing all  your  own  food  if  your  air 
conditioner  is  set  on  high  and  your 
computer,  television  and  stereo  are 
all  wasting  energy? 

The  best  and  most  lasting  way  to 
prevent  blackouts  is  by  conserva- 
tion. It  isn't  realistic  (or  desirable) 
to  live  in  a  world  without  electric- 
ity, but  continuing  to  over-tax  our 
country's  energy  supply  will  only 
ultimately  lead  to  completely  need- 
less interruptions  in  electricity  for 
everyone. 


LETTERS 


Laser  story  burns  reader 


Hello,  I  like  science  and  The  Varsity 
is  a  favourite  publication  of  mine. 

That  notwithstanding,  the  piece 
you  had  on  lasers  was  wrong.  I  work 
with  lasers  all  the  time,  and  what  you 
say  about  the  diamond  coated  silicon 
tip  is  patent  absurdity.  Furthermore, 
what  you  say  about  the  oldest  planet 
caused  an  outcry  of  resentment  due 
to  its  inaccuracy.  Me  personally,  1 
found  it  an  affront  that  you  would 
publish  such  hasty  and  fallacious  text. 
So  absurd  was  this  passage  that  I  was 
light-headed  after  reading  it,  and  1  had 
to  go  lay  down.  When  I  awoke  from  a 


EVENTS  LISTING 


SACStock  Orientation  2003, 
Fri  Sep  5 

12  pm-6  pm  Clubs  Carnival, 
Hart  House  and  King's 
College  Circle 
12  pm-l:30  pm  $2  lunch, 
back  campus. 

1 :30  pm-3  pm  Parade:  Meet 

on  front  campus. 

5  pm-7  pm  $2  Dinner 

7  pm-10  pm  Anger 
Management  101  Wrestling 
Tour,  Varsity  Arena. 

8  pm-12  am  Movies,  back 
campus. 

8  pm-12  am  SACStock 
meets  the  urban  jungle,  front 
campus. 


most  remarkable  dream  (it  contained 
elements  from  the  power  failure  and 
a  recent  trip  to  the  zoo)  the  facts. from 
the  article  rushed  into  my  mind  again, 
and  1  felt  woozy  and  nauseous.  After 
consulting  a  physician,  he  said  I  had 
a  case  of  "neurological  dissonant 
fatigue"  induced  by  an  article  that 
contained  too  much  frace,  fallacious 
reasoning,  and  patent  absurdity. 

1  also  think  you  should  do  a  piece 
that  examines  the  science  behind 
shaving.  Thank  you. 

Nick  Nelson 

SeeLETTEBS  onvzgBiO 


Women 's  Lacrosse  Tryouts 

Sep  2-5  6-8pm,  Sep  8-12  5- 
7pm,  back  campus. 

Sexual  Education  and  Peer 
Counselling  Centre  Open 
House 

Sep  4,  2-4  pm.  91  St  (3eorge  St. 

Amiri  Baraka 's  Dutchman 

Wed,  Sep  3  -  Sat  Sep  6,  7  pm 
and  9:30  pm,  Helen  Gardiner 
Phelan  Playhouse,  79  St. 
George.  Tickets  $10  at  door. 
416-873-6229. 


Free  events  listings  for  cam- 
pus organizations.  Email: 
editor@thevarsity.ca. 


wane  a  hog  oace? 


SEPTEMBER  15 

Our  STUDENT  SEAT  SALE  is  on  till  then.  Great  rates,  plus: 

•  Reserve  your  seat  home  for  Christmas  NOW  for  only  $20* 

a^nd 

•  Low  season  rates  for  high  season  dates  -  the  best  deal  for  Christmas. 

•  Only  $30  to  change  dates,  compared  with  up  to  hundreds  of  dollars  on  other 
tickets.  Get  your  Christmas  flight  now,  and  change  when  your  exam  schedule 
comes  out  if  needed. 

For  over  30  years,  Travel  CUTS  has  been  getting  students  to  school,  back 

home,  and  to  the  world  beyond.  Visit  VinATMf*  travelcuts.com. 


Wl  N  TICKETS  and  AIRFARE  to  J 

see  THE  DANDY  WARHOLS 
LIVE  at  WEMBLEY  ARENA,  UK! 
Enter  to  win  at  www.travelcuts.com ' 


Dandy  Warhols  contest  sponsored  by  Travel  CUTS,  EMI  Canada  and 
Solo  by  Bell.  Contest  opens  Aug.  31/03  &  closes  Oct.  15/03. 
Enter  to  win  at  www.travelcuts.com.  No  purchase  necessary. 


XITRAVELCUTS 

See  the  world  your  way 


Travel  CUTS  •  College  Sti. 

r:iTRAVELCUTs| 

llo'CoHese  StreetJ 

5 

College  Street 

fQueen's  Parv| 

187  College  St.  416-979-2406 
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Time  to  make  good  on  promise  of  education  for  all 


by  BARBARA  J. HALEY 


Have  you  noticed  that  the  "back- 
to-school"  shopping  frenzy  is  in  full 
swing?  Do  you  happen  to  know  any 
children  who  are  dragging  their 
heels  at  the  thought  of  going  back  to 
school? 

Unlike  their  lucky,  even-if-they- 
don't-knowrit  Canadian  counterparts, 
there  are  113  million  kids  who  would 
just  love  to,  but  won't  be,  heading  off  to 
school  at  the  beginning  of  September. 

Despite  the  substantial  progress 
made  in  the  push  to  achieve  universal 
primary  education,  about  one  sev- 
enth of  the  world's  children  between 
the  ages  of  six  and  eleven  are  not  in 
school,  and  875  million  adults  remain 
functionally  illiterate  in  developing 
countries. 

For  the  children,  two-thirds  of 
whom  are  girls,  an  education  would 
provide  long-term  economic  benefits 
and  improve  productivity  in  rural  and 
urban  self-employment.  According  to 
the  Organization  for  Economic  Co- 
operation and  Development  (OECD), 


education  results  in  a  clear  economic 
payoff,  boosting  output  per  capita  by 
4  to  7  per  cent  for  each  year  of  school- 
ing (in  OECD  countries).  As  well, 
education  has  as  a  powerful  synergistic 
effect  on  other  developrriental  goals. 
Education  is  linked  to  better  health, 
empowerment,  good  governance,  and 
promotes  sounder  management  of 
environmental  resources. 

This  is  true  for  all  children,  but  for 
girls,  education  has  been  found  to  be 
even  more  crucial.  Girls  who  receive  a 
primary  education  are  more  likely  to 
marry  later,  space  their  pregnancies, 
have  fewer  and  healthier  children  and 
lower  maternal  mortality  rates,  under- 
stand personal  hygiene,  and  send  their 
own  children  to  school. 

"Education  is  the  single  highest 
yielding  investment  that  a  develop- 
ing country  can  make"  according  to 
research  by  the  World  Bank. 

The  goal  of  education  for  all  has 
been  spelled-out,  established,  and 
agreed-to  a  number  of  times.  At  the 
World  Conference  on  Education  for 
All  in  Jomtien,  Thailand  in  1990,  par- 


ticipants, including  Canada,  pledged 
to  provide  primary  education  for  all 
children  by  the  end  of  the  decade.  This 
did  not  happen. 

"Education  is  the 
single  highest  yielding 
investment  that  a 
developing  country 
can  make,"  says  the 
World  Bank. 

In  2000,  in  Dakar,  Canada  and 
the  other  participants  of  the  World 
Education  Forum  set  the  goal  of 
eliminating  gender  disparities  in 
primary  and  secondary  education  by 
2005  and  ensuring  that  by  2015  all 
children,  particularly  girls,  have  access 
to  a  complete,  free  and  compulsory 
primary  education  of  good  quality. 
Canada  has  again  affirmed  these  goals 
as  part  of  our  commitment  to  the 
UN  Millennium  Development  Goals 
(MDGs). 


Susan  Whelan,  the  Minister  for 
International  Cooperation  said,  "The 
challenge  is  immense,  and  time  is 
of  the  essence  if  we  are  to  meet  our 
goal"  (of  quality  universal  primary 
education  for  all  by  2015)  when  the 
Canadian  International  Development 
Agency  (CIDA)  quadrupled  its  invest- 
ment in  basic  education,  for  a  total 
expenditure  of  S555  million  for  the 
period  2000  -2005. 

Unfortunately,  according  to  a  re- 
cent report  from  UNESCO,  at  least 
28  countries,  mostly  in  sub-Saharan 
Africa  but  also  including  India  and 
Pakistan,  are  at  serious  risk  of  not 
achieving  any  of  the  goals  for  primary 
net  enrolment,  adult  literacy  or  gender 
parity  in  primary  enrolment. 

CIDA  has  acknowledged  that 
"ultimately,  progress  toward  the  full 
realization  of  Education  for  All  will 
be  apparent  in  both  quantitative  and 
qualitative  measures"  and  recent  re- 
search from  the  Institute  of  Develop- 
ment Studies  reinforced  this  concept 
by  noting  "that  achievement  of  the 
MDGs  will  require  more  than  just 


increases  in  expenditure  on  primary 
education." 

As  the  world  is  not  on  track  to 
achieve  universal  primary  education, 
Canada  will  obviously  need  to  review 
the  quantitative  and  qualitative  mea- 
sures they  have  set  to  decide  now 
whether  or  not  we  are  fulfilling  our 
portion  of  the  commitments  we  have 
made  to  gender  equity  by  2005  and 
universal  access  by  2015.  If  we,  and 
other  donor  countries,  are  not  each 
prepared  to  accept  the  responsibility 
for  ensuring  that  a  specific  proportion 
of  the  goals  are  achieved,  for  instance 
a  certain  number  of  girls  receiving  a 
quality  primary  education,  then  it  will 
not  be  surprising  if  these  goals  that  we 
have  so  often  committed  to  verbally 
are  never  realized. 

An  education  is  a  fundamental  right 
that  not  only  allows  for  the  growth 
of  human  mind,  but  also  provides  an 
effective  way  of  achieving  higher  eco- 
nomic growth  and  social  well-being. 
As  Nelson  Mandela  said,  "Education 
is  the  most  powerful  weapon  that  you 
can  use  to  change  the  world." 

Barbara  J.  Haley  is  a  UofT  alumnus, 
education  consultant,  former  teacher,  and 
volunteer  with  RESULTS  Canada,  a 
not-for-profit  organization  working  to 
reduce  poverty  in  the  world. 


>  LETTERS  < 

Civil  war  wasn't 
over  slavery 

Lots  of  emotion  in  the  recent  article  on 
the  boarder  flying  the  southern  cross. 

Whether  or  not  it  should  be  flow  n- 
wait  a  minute,  it's  not  being  flown  it  is 
being  used  as  a  curtain. 

So  whether  or  not  it  should  be 
used  as  a  curtain  is  one  thing,  but  the 
historical  inaccuracies  in  the  article  are 
significant. 

To  address  the  "cotton  issue":  Mr. 
Kennedy,  the  \v  orld  was  never  that 
simple. 

The  US  Civil  war  was  fought  over 
states  rights  not  slavery  as  such.  Indeed, 
in  the  early  stages  the  great  emancipator 
himself,  the  greatest  Republican  of 
them  all,  Abraham  Lincoln,  is  on  record 
as  saying  he  would  sacrifice  anything 
including  the  slavery  issue  to  avoid  the 
war  between  the  states. 

Kevin  Doyle 

Get  off  your 
high  horse 

Gee,  it  must  be  a  slow  summer 
-  you're  rousing  yourself  to  front- 
page mouth-frothing  frenzy  because 
some  clown  in  a  frat  house  has  put 
a  Confederate  flag  in  the  window? 
Wake  me  when  it's  over. 

Why  don't  you  ponder  this?  When 
I  opened  my  email  notification  of 
your  current  issue,  1  saw  an  ad  from 
the  Us  National  Guard!  You'll  excuse 
the  hysterical  laughter  on  my  end. 
You  signed  up  to  make  a  deal  with 
people  who  support  US  military 
policy  in  Iraq!  They're  probably 
just  as  racist,  sexist,  patriarchal, 
phallocentric.  intolerant,  and 
capitalist  as  the  whole  of  the  Bush 
administration!  So  what's  your 
excuse.  Comrades? 

David  A.  Basskin 
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Cloning  controversy  comes  to  campus 


Biotech's  pros  and  cons  debated 


by  JOANNE  TANG  &  JUSTIN  TROTTIER 
VARSITY  STAFF  

Should  humanity  use  technol- 
ogy to  alter  our  natural  condition? 
Canadian  bioethicist  Margaret 
Somerville  and  American  bioethi- 
cist James  Hughes  met  last  Friday 
at  U  of  T  to  explore  the  issues 
surrounding  cloning,  genetic 
engineering,  and  life  extension. 
The  event,  "Debating  the  Future: 
Bioethics  From  Science  Fiction  to 
Science  Fact,"  was  organized  by 
Betterhumans,  a  Toronto-based 
organization  devoted  to  the  use  of 
science  and  technology  for  advanc- 
ing humanity. 

The  first  issue  on  the  table  was 
cloning.  Somerville,  founding  di- 
rector of  the  Centre  for  Medicine, 
Ethics  and  Law  at  McGill  Univer- 
sity, argued  that  cloning  should  be 
banned.  "Everybody  has  a  right  to 
a  unique  genetic  identity,"  she  says. 
"Cloning  causes  loss  of  authentic- 
ity. Children  become  replaceable." 

Where  Somerville  stated  that 
individuals  have  the  right  not  to 
be  simply  a  copy  of  someone  else, 
Hughes,  who  teaches  health  policy 
at  Trinity  College  in  Hartford, 
Connecticut  argued  that  individu- 
als have  the  right  to  choose  how 
they  reproduce.  "As  soon  as  we 
have  guaranteed  ourselves  that  it 
is  safe,  then  it  should  be  legal." 

Should  parents  have  the  right,  if 
not  to  clone,  then  to  modify  their 
children's  genes?  This  would  in- 
volve germline  manipulation-that 


is,  manipulation  of  the  DNA  in 
sperm  or  eggs.  By  selecting  specific 
traits  you  desire  for  your  offspring 
you  can  alter  the  line  of  human 
heredity.  Somerville  stated  that  it 
is  inherently  wrong  to  intervene 
on  the  human  germ  cell  line-each 
of  us  has  our  own  unique  place 
in  the  human  lineage  of  genetic 
diversity. 

According  to  Somerville,  we  will 
eliminate  whole  groups  of  people 
if  we  manipulate  the  human  gene 
pool.  She  reasoned  that  disease 
elimination  does  not  justify  the 
act  of  intervening  with  the  germ 
cell  line.  "[Genesl  don't  have  just 
one  function.  We  could  eliminate 
the  diabetes  gene,  but  goodness 
knows  what  else  we'd  eliminate  in 
the  process."  As  an  example,  she 
said  that  eliminating  the  gene  for 
manic-depression  may  mean  wip- 
ing out  many  creative  individuals. 

"A  lot  of  people  born  today 
will  probably  not  be  dead 
in  two  or  three  hundred 
years." 

Hughes  believes  once  safety  is 
guaranteed,  germline  manipula- 
tion should  be  legal.  Not  only  does 
he  believe  that  having  the  right 
to  germinal  choice  will  benefit 
parents,  children,  and  society,  he 
also  thinks  that  eventually  we  will 


ANTHONY  HEMPBELl 

Rock  'Em  Sock  'Em:  Margaret  Sommerville  and  James  Hughes 
fiercely  contesting  your  genetic  future. 


have  computer  models  to  predict 
the  consequences  of  the  genetic 
modifications  we  make. 

"Not  all  variation  is  good," 
replied  Hughes,  citing  a  predis- 
position for  developing  diseases 
such  as  Alzheimer's.  "Why  defend 
that  kind  of  variation?"  he  asked. 
"The  vast  majority  of  parents  will 
want  their  children  to  be  brighter, 
healthier,  and  stronger." 

The  debate  then  turned  to  the 
question  of  radical  life  extension. 
"A  lot  of  people  born  today  will 
probably  not  be  dead  in  two  or 
three  hundred  years,"  Hughes  said, 
who  believes  that  by  the  middle  of 
this  century  the  average  life  expec- 
tancy for  most  people  will  rise  one 
year  with  every  year. 

He  sees  it  as  a  natural  human 
desire  to  increase  both  the  quality 
and  the  duration  of  life,  which  is 
why  all  governments  run  on  such 
a  platform.  While  the  current 
priority  is  disease  treatment,  he 
proposes  that  if  funds  were  allo- 


cated to  research  the  fundamental 
mechanisms  of  aging,  all  diseases 
associated  with  aging  would  disap- 
pear at  once. 

Somerville  argues  against  the 
desirability  of  having  societies 
where  people  live  forever.  "I  think 
this  is  where  our  clash  in  world 
views  comes  in  between  James 
and  me. ..whether  you  really  believe 
that  there's  something  inherently 
good  in  the  natural,  and  I  do." 
Somerville  argued  that  aging  is  not 
a  tragedy,  but  is  "rather  a  continu- 
ous lifelong  process  whose  natural 
integrity  should  be  respected." 

She  compared  life  to  a  holiday,  in 
which  "if  it's  shorter  we  enjoy  it  all 
the  more,"  and  sees  life  extension  as 
a  useless  means  of  trying  to  fill  the 
emptiness  of  life  by  extending  it  in- 
definitely. She  argues,  in  fact,  that 
it  is  death  that  gives  life  it's  mean- 
ing. 

"It's  not  death  that  gives  mean- 
ing to  life,  it's  what  we  do  in  our 
life,"  Hughes  countered. 


Boning  up:  U  of  T  researchers  create 
synthetic  bone 


byLEENAKENOHARI 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Sitting  on  a  shelf  in  Dr.  Molly 
Stoichet's  office  in  a  glass  test  tube 
is  a  tiny  piece  of  ..bone?  Well,  not 
quite.  It  looks  like  bone,  acts  like 
bone,  promotes  bone  growth,  but  is 
not  actually  bone. 


The  effijrts  of  Dr.  Stoichet  and 
Dr.  Jeffrey  Davies,  of  the  U  of 
T's  Institute  for  Biomaterials  and 
Biomedical  Engineering  (IBBME) 
and  their  own  firm  BoneTec,  have 
resulted  in  the  development  of  a 
polymer  called  Osteofoam.  It  is  de- 
signed to  imitate  trabecular  bone, 


the  form  of  bone  that  promotes  and 
allows  for  faster  bone  healing,  by 
acting  as  a  scaffold  on  which  new 
bone  can  form. 

The  biodegradable  polymer, 
similar  to  the  substance  used  in 
dissolving  sutures  and  stitches,  is 
inserted  into  a  break  in  the  bone. 


COURTESY  BONETEC  CORP 

Bona  Fide:  A  microscopic  comparison  of  human  bone  on  the  rignt,  and  the  new  synthetic  bone 
replacement  Osteofoam'^*'  on  the  left. 


Since  this  sort  of  material  has 
already  been  used  for  years  in  the 
human  body,  its  safety  is  virtually 
guaranteed.  Prior  to  insertion  the 
scaffold  is  seeded  with  bone  mar- 
row cells,  which  then  differentiate 
inside  the  body  into  osteoblasts  and 
osteoclasts,  the  cells  responsible  for 
the  growth  and  breakdown  of  bone. 
As  new  bone  grows  throughout  the 
scaffold,  the  polymer  slowly  dis- 
solves, leaving  only  healthy  bone  in 
its  place.  Hence  Osteofoam  accel- 
erates re-growth  of  bone  and  helps 
return  strength  to  the  limb. 

Other  substances  for  supporting 
bone  growth  have  been  developed, 
but  none  have  been  as  successful  as 
this  one.  Dr.  Stoichet  credits  the 
spongy  consistency  of  the  mate- 
rial-it is  92  per  cent  air. 

In  other  materials  cells  often 
became  blocked  up  and  could  not 
penetrate  deep  enough  to  form 
strong  bone.  The  interconnected 
pores  in  Osteofoam  make  it  easy 
for  both  cells  and  nutrients  to  move 
through  the  material. 

Dr.  Stoichet  and  Dr.  Davies's 
work  could  revolutionize  the  way 
severe  bone  loss  is  treated,  in  situ- 
ations where  there  is  not  enough 
bone  present  for  the  body  to  heal 
itself  naturally  as  with  a  cast. 
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DNA  Tic  Tac  Toe 

Think  you're  the  master  at  simple 
logic  games  like  Tic  Tac  Toe?  Think 
again.  MAYA  the  DNA  computer  is 
the  undefeated  champion  of  Tic  Tac 
Toe  against  any  human  opponent.  De- 
signed by  Milan  Stojanovic  and  Darko 
Stefanovic,  MAYA  operates  the  game 
by  using  enzymes  placed  in  nine  wells 
in  a  3  x  3  grid  in  a  plastic  dish.  Mag- 
nesium, the  stand-in  for  "X",  is  added 
to  one  well,  which  reacts  with  the  en- 
zymes and  generates  a  glow,  indicating 
MAYA's  first  move.  Opponents  then 
insert  DNA  fragments,  represent- 
ing "O",  into  one  of  the  remaining 
spots,  prompting  MAYA  to  make  its 
next  move,  and  so  on.  MAYA's  talent 
may  one  day  prove  useful  however. 
Medical  purposes  include  delivering 
drugs  to  precise  spots  in  the  body. 
-KARYNLAU 
Source:  Nature 


Cup  o'tea  keeps  the 
cellulite  away 

The  humble  tea  plant  has  been  known 
for  years  to  have  a  number  of  health 
benefits  beyond  mere  comfort  and 
relaxation,  and  obesity  prevention 
may  soon  be  added  to  the  list.  The 
leaves  contain  a  number  of  compounds 
that  have  been  shown  to  help  prevent 
bacterial  infections  in  human  cells. 
Now  polyphenols,  biologically  active 
molecules  that  have  been  known 
for  years  to  help  prevent  cancer,  are 
suspected  of  also  helping  to  com- 
bat fat  production  in  human  cells. 
-ZOE  CORMIER 
Source:  Nature 


Fall  babies  most 
prone  to  psychiatric 
problems 

A  new  study  shows  that  children  born 
later  in  the  school  year  are  more  prone 
to  mental  illness  and  behavioural 
problems  than  tots  born  early  in  the 
year.  The  study  was  done  on  15,000 
British  school  children,  and  those 
born  in  the  last  three  months  of  the 
school  year  (March,  April,  and  May) 
were  more  commonly  afflicted  by 
psychiatric  problems  and  hyperactiv- 
ity than  those  born  in  the  first  third 
(September,  October,  and  November). 
(This  would  translate  into  children 
born  in  the  fall  in  Canada  being  more 
prone  to  problems  than  children  born 
in  the  winter.)  Psychologists  believe 
one  major  factor  may  be  fact  that  the 
youngest  children  in  a  class  may  be  as 
many  as  12  months  younger  than  the 
oldest  children,  yet  are  expected  to 
perform  at  the  same  level  of  ability. 
Having  elevated  expectations  forced 
upon  them  may  result  in  frustration 
and  low  self-esteem,  causing  them  to 
lash  out. 
Z.C. 

Source:  New  Scientist 
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Hot  tub  with  cyborg  an  electrifying  experience 


ZOE  CORMIER 


Rub  a  Dub  Dub,  Three  Men  In  a  Tub:  From  left  to  right,  Steve  Mann,  Pierre  Levy  and 
Maurice  Benayoun  in  a  steamy  conversation. 


by  ZOE  CORMIER 

VARSITY  STAFF 


In  the  depths  of  the  largest  power 
outage  in  North  American  history  a 
cyborg,  an  artist,  and  a  philosopher 
took  a  bath  in  hot  tub  together. 

The  cyborg  was  U  of  T's  own  Steve 
Mann,  professor  of  Artificial  Intelli- 
gence and  Cognitive  Science.  Mann, 
who  claims  to  have  become  a  cyborg 
at  the  age  of  12,  is  best  known  for  his 
creation  of  the  wearable  computer. 
He  was  joined  in  a  hot  tub  by  two 
Frenchmen,  "virtual  reality  artist" 
Maurice  Benayoun,  and  "cyberspace 
philosopher"  Pierre  Levy,  who  holds 
the  chair  of  Collective  Intelligence 
at  the  University  of  Ottawa.  The 
purpose  of  the  hot  tub  was  more 
than  recreational-the  three  men 
came  to  examine  and  debate  the 
influence  of  technology  on  modern 
life.  Derrick  de  Kerckhove,  director 
of  the  Marshall  McLuhan  Program 
in  Culture  and  Technology,  moder- 
ated the  debate  at  the  DECONISM 
Gallery,  across  the  street  from  the 
AGO. 

The  hot  tub  was  supposed  to  be 
more  than  just  a  nice  soak,  with 
"microphones  and  cameras  project- 
ing the  communal  bath  into  another 
spatial  reality".  Due  to  the  power 
outage  the  bathers  found  themselves 
illuminated  by  a  mere  three  light 
bulbs,  powered  by  some  generous 
audience  member's  car  engine. 

Despite  the  setbacks,  the  debate 
heated  up  considerably  throughout 
the  evening,  with  most  of  the  con- 
versation exploring  personal  cyber- 
netic devices.  All  three  agreed  that 
cyberspace  is  transforming  the  world 
we  live  in,  most  importantly  by  add- 
ing a  whole  new  dimension  to  the 
way  people  communicate. 

Benayoun  stressed  that  cyber- 
space "will  clearly  be  a  full  part  of 
our  experience  of  reality,  it  will  be 
in  every  piece  of  our  environment, 
every  tool,  every  object,  everything 


we  wear,  everything  we  do  wear  will 
be  completely  submerged  in  this 
cyberthing,  and  so  we  have  to  think 
about  how  we'll. ..start  dealing  with 
these  materials  as  a  real  piece  of  our 
environment." 

Levy  went  so  far  as  to  state  that 
the  creation  of  the  Internet  is  nearly 
as  important  as  the  invention  of  a 
written  language.  Writing  allowed 
human  societies  to  record  ideas  and 
information,  revolutionizing  society 
by  increasing  people's  intercon- 
nectedness.  As  Levy  put  it,  "writing 
added  a  new  level  to  the  collective  in- 
telligence." As  our  world  finds  itself 
becoming  increasingly  connected 
today,  so  Levy  said,  "we  need  a  new 
level  of  collective  intelligence  that  is 


at  the  level  of  our  interdependence." 
He  advocates  that  we  try  to  expand 
the  Internet  beyond  the  written  or 
spoken  word,  into  something  new 
and  revolutionary. 

Mann  brought  up  some  of  the 
social  ramifications  that  arise  with 
the  growth  of  technology.  Having 
augmented  his  body  with  various 
pieces  of  electronic  equipment  for 
decades,  including  sensors,  cam- 
eras, and  visors,  Mann  has  often 
found  society  hostile  to  his  devices. 
In  the  paranoid  and  hyper  secure 
world  following  Sept  11,  Mann  had 
a  $500,000  wearable  computer  con- 
fiscated and  destroyed  by  security 
personnel  at  an  airport.  Finding  our 
modern  world  overly  constrained 


and  monitored,  the  cyborg  "found 
that  the  places  that  were  most  hos- 
tile to  Ihim]  were  those  that  had  the 
most  video  surveillance."  Mann  has  a 
great  interest  in  what  he  calls  "sous- 
veillance",  surveillance  from  below: 
civilian  monitoring,  through  such 
instruments  as  personal  cameras  and 
web  logs  (or  "blogs",  online  diaries). 

Left  to  ponder  the  implications 
of  technology  upon  the  way  we  all 
think,  interact,  and  perceive  real- 
ity, attendees  of  the  event  leaving 
the  gallery  were  greeted  by  a  city 
without  any  power  or  any  idea  of 
when  the  lights  might  come  back  on. 
One  audience  member  asked  "are  we 
sure  we  should  seek  to  increase  our 
dependence  on  technology?" 
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Banana  going 
extinct 

The  banana,  one  of  the  world's  largest 
agricultural  products,  and  an  essential 
ingredient  of  any  quality  daiquiri,  is 
going  extinct,  and  may  disappear  en- 
tirely within  10  years.  The  fruit  is  be- 
ing plagued  by  a  number  of  pests  and 
diseases,  namely  fungal  infections  that 
destroy  the  leaves,  the  tree's  energy 
factory.  The  reason  for  the  banana's 
peril  lies  in  the  fact  that  bananas  have 
three  sets  of  chromosomes  instead  of 
the  usual  two.  This  makes  the  fruit  is 
a  sterile  hybrid,  like  a  mule,  and  can 
only  be  grown  asexually  from  pre- 
existing plants-that's  why  the  things 
have  no  pesky  seeds.  As  virtually  all 
bananas  have  the  same  genes,  and  are 
essentially  clones,  there  is  no  genetic 
variability  in  disease  resistance.  The 
same  disease  will  equally  devastate 
all  banana  plantations.  The  only 
bananas  available  within  a  few  years 
may  be  genetically  modified  ones. 
-Zoe  Cormier 
Source:  Health  News 


Hippos  also  going 
extinct,  elephants 
to  blame 

The  largest  population  of 
hippopotamuses  in  the  world,  in 
the  Virunga  National  Park  in  the 
Democratic  Republic  of  Congo, 
has  crashed  from  a  healthy  size  of 
29,000  individuals  to  a  mere  1,300, 
a  decrease  of  95  per  cent.  The  main 
cause  has  been  poaching,  which  was 
allowed  to  run  rampant  during  a 
decade  of  civil  war  that  devastated 
the  country.  The  hippo's  gigantic 
teeth  make  a  suitable  substitute 
for  ivory.  Hippo  teeth  only  became 
valuable  however  after  the  worldwide 
ban  on  the  sale  of  ivory,  which  many 
find  horridly  ironic  since  there  are 
currently  more  than  three  times  as 
many  elephants  in  the  world  as  hippos. 
-Z.C. 

Source:  New  Scientist 

The  Little  Mermaid 
to  self-destruct 
in  48  hours 

The  Walt  Disney  Corporation  is 
planning  on  producing  DVDs  that 
self-destruct  after  a  mere  two  days, 
as  compared  to  normal  DVDs  which 
purportedly  should  last  a  lifetime. 
Once  the  package  is  opened,  the  sur- 
face of  the  disk  reacts  with  oxygen  in 
the  air.  The  disk  initially  plays  nor- 
mally, but  only  for  48  hours.  Then  an 
irreversible  chemical  reaction  makes 
the  disk  unusable,  and  consumers 
have  no  choice  but  to  throw  the  DVD 
away.  This  advancement  is  sure  to  de- 
light environmentalists  and  children 
everywhere. 
-Z.C. 

Source:  The  Ecologist 


ZOE  CORMIER 


Mars  Madness:  Looking  South  from  the  McLennan  Physical  Labs,  Mars  is  seen  just  to  the  left  of  the  campus  power 
plant's  smoke  stack  against  the  Toronto  skyline.  Hundreds  of  people  came  out  on  August  28  to  see  Mars  from  the 
observatory  atop  the  McLennan  building. 
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Sink  your  ears  into  this.  Introducing  ATRACSplus™  compression  technology  from  Sony.  It's  a  radical  new  way  to  burn  up  to 
490*  high  quality  songs  onto  one  CD.  Simply  download  the  Simple  Burner  software*'^  to  your  PC  and  you're  ready  to  burn 
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Arts  &  Sr  .  tended  configuration 

IBM 

ThinkPad  R40  (2681HU2)  Celeron  2.0  ,256MB,  40GB,  wireless,  CD-RW/DVD,  14.1"  XGA  $1,769 
ThinkPad  R40  (2681P4U)  2.4GHz  512MB,  60GB,  CD-RW/DVD,  14.1"  XGA,  Wireless  $2,299 
ThinkPad  R40  Centrino  1.5GHz,  512MB,  60GB,  CD-RW/DVD,  15"  XGA,  Wireless  $2,539 
ThinkPad  T40  Centino  1.5GHz,  512MB,  40GB,  XPP,  CD-RW/DVD,  14.1"  XGA,  Wireless  $2,999 

Don't  pay  more  on-line 


Toshiba  (Complete  line  available... call  for  details) 

Satellite  A10-REH  Celeron  2.0,  30GB.  256iVlB,  15-TFT,  DVD/CDRW,  56K,  TV  out,  XPH  $1,415 
Satellite  A10-C8M  Celeron  2.2,  40GB,  512MB,  15-TFT,  DVD/CDRW,  56K,  TV  out,  Wireless  NIC,  XPH  $1,599 
Satellite  A10-5WM  Pentium  4-2.0GHz,  512MB,  40GB,  15.0"TFT  CDRW/DVD,  Wireless  NIC,  XPH  $1,795 
Satellite  5200-OOE  Mobile  Intel  P4  2.2GHz,  15"  UXGA TFT  512MB  DDR,  60GB,  64MB  Graphics, 
Wireless  802.11a/b,  Ext.  FDD,  DVD/CDRW,  C-Pad  pointing  device,  56K,  NIC,  7.9  lb,  XPH  $3,059 
Tecra  A1  (PTA10C-00GVIP)  Intel  P4  2.2GHz,  14"  TFT  256MB  DDR,  30GB,  optional  FDD,  DVD/CDRW, 
56K,  NIC,  wireless  (802.11b),  6.1  lb,  XPP,  Syr  warranty  $1,795 

Com  p3C|/H  P     (Complete  line  available.. .call  for  details.  Price  includes  instant  rebate) 

Presario  2170CA  AMD  Athlon  1 .8GHz,  256MB,  40  GB,  DVD/CD-RW  Combo  Drive,  15"TFT,  XPH  $1,455 

Presario  2575CA  AMD  AthionXP  2.4GHz,  512  MB,  60  GB,  DVD/CD-RW,  15"TFT,  XPH  $1,730 

Presario  2570CA  Intel  Pentium  4  Processor  2.4  GHz,  512  MB,  60  GB,  DVD/CD-RW,  15"TFT  XPH  $1,899 

TTX  (Complete  line  availab!e...call  for  details) 

VX  Value  Series  Intel  Celeron  2.0GHz,  256MB,  30GB,  14.1"  TFT  XGA  Display,  CDRW/DVD  Combo,  56K  v.90 
1 0/1 00  Ethernet,  Deluxe  Nylon  Carry  Bag,  Lithium-Ion  Battery,  Ms  Windows  XP  Home  $1 ,499 

TM  3000  Series  Intel  CentrinoM-1 .3GHz,  256MB,  30GB,  14.1"  TFT  XGA  Display,  CDRW/DVD  Combo,  56K  v.90, 
10/1 00  Enet  &  802. 1 1  b  wireless,  Deluxe  Nylon  Carry  Bag,  Lithium-Ion  Battery,  Windows  XP  Home  $2,149 
TL  5000  Series  Intel  CentrinoM-1 .3GHz,  256MB  Ram,  30  GB  Hard  Drive,  1 5"  TFT  XGA  Display,  CDRW/DVD  Combo,  56K , 
1 0/1 00  Ethernet,  Deluxe  Nylon  Carry  Bag,  Lithium-Ion  Battery,  Ms  Windows  XP  Home  $2,289 

Ac©r  Check  store  for  current  rebate  specials 

TM233X  Celeron  2.0GHz,  30GB,  256MB,  24X  CD-ROM,  14.1"  TFT,  XP  Pro  $1,379 

TM242X  Celeron  2.4GHz,  30GB,  256MB,  24X  CD-ROM,  14.1"  TFT,  XP  Pro  $1,405 

TM290XMi  Pentium  M  1.3Ghz,  30GB.  256MB,  DVD-RW,  1 4.1  "TFT,  Wireless  NIC,  XP  Home  $1945 

TM800XCi  Centrlnol.SGhz  30GB,  256MB,ATI64mb  DDR,  DVD-RW,  14.rTFT  XP  Pro  $2,439 

TMCHOCTi  Centrino  900ULV  40GB,  512MB,  EXT.DVD/CDRW,  10.4"  TFT,  1394,  WinXP-Tablet  $3,049 

Apple 

M8758LL/A  iBook  12.r7800MHz/128MB/30G/CD-ROM       (Price  includes  $150  Instant  rebate)  $1,199 

M9018LL/A  iBook12.rV900MHz/128MB/40G/Combo         (Price  includes  $150  Instant  rebate)  $1,549 

M9009LL/A  iBook  14.1  "TFT/900MHz/256MB/40G/Combo    (Price  includes  $150  Instant  rebate)  $1,849 

M8858LUA  PowerBook  1 5.2"  TFT/867MHz/256K  L2/1  MB  L3/256MB/40G/Combo  $2,549 

M8859LL/A  PowerBook  1 5.2"  TFT/1  GHz/256K  L2/1  MB  L3/51 2MB/60G/SuperDrive  $3,250 

M8760LL/A  PowerBook  G4  1 2. 1 "  TFT/867MHz/256K  L2/256MB/40G/Combo/E/56K  $1 ,999 

M9092LUA  PowerBook  G4  12.r'TFT/867MHz/256MB/40G/SuperDrive  $2,266 

M8793LL/A  G4  17"TFT/1GHz/256K  L2/1MB  L3/512MB/60G/SD/E/56K/AirPort/BT  $4,249 

TOSHIBA    ^^^1^^  ^^77X, 
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L5L  1C6  Toronto,  Ontario,  M5T  3A1  mic  ia4 

(905)569-4687  (416)978-7947  (905)287-7038 

Visit  our  Web  Site  atwww.campuscomputershop.com 


Partntr 


16 


Arts 


Entertainment 


review^thevarsity.ca 


Not  so  splendid  re-telling  of 
artist's  story 


FILM  REVIEW 


American  Splendor 


Starring  Paul  Giamatti  and  Hope 
Davis 


Written  and  directed  by  Shari 
Springer  Berman  and  Robert  Pulcim 

Rating:  VVv 


by  COLIN  TAIT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


American  Splendor  is  the  story  of  comic 
book  pioneer  Harvey  Pekar,  whose 
contribution  to  the  medium  consisted 
of  introducing  everyday  events  into 
the  genre  normally  reserved  for  su- 
perheroic  exploits.  The  film  itself  is 
a  hybrid,  consisting  of  documentary 
footage,  re-creations  of  real-life  events 
and  interviews  with  Pekar  himself 

When  we  meet  the  fictional  Har- 
vey (played  by  acclaimed  character  ac- 
tor Paul  Giamatti  in  his  first  starring 
role)  he  wanders  through  the  streets 
of  his  native  Cleveland.  A  two-time 
loser  in  marriage,  a  garage-sale  obses- 
sive and  file  clerk  at  the  V.A.  hospital, 
the  crushing  realities  of  his  depressing 


existence  lead  him  to  write  about  his 
everyday  life.  His  friendship  with 
fellow  eccentric  (and  revered  under- 
ground comic  artist)  Robert  Crumb 
serves  as  a  catalyst  when  the  artist 
offers  to  draw  his  stories,  and  from 
there  the  film  documents  his  rise 
from  anonymity  to  notoriety  as  a  cult 
figure — first  from  his  comic  book,  to 
his  appearances  on  Letterman.  Along 
the  way  we  are  introduced  to  the  in- 
teresting figures  in  Harvey's  life,  all 
of  who  are  painstakingly  re-created 
for  the  dramatic  re-interpretation  of 
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FROM:  Studio  $1200,  One  Bedroom  $1620, 

*  *PLEASE  CONTACT  US  FORMORE  INFORMATION, 
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the  biopic. 

In  this  respect,  the  actors'  perfor- 
mances are  note-perfect.  Giamatti's 
imitation  is  dead-on,  as  is  Hope 
Davis'  rendition  of  his  wife  Joyce. 
The  film  makes  this  clear  by  putting 
the  actor  and  the  real  figure  in  the 
same  setting,  and  rather  than  reveal- 
ing its  postmodern  transparency  it 
also  reveals  its  conceit — it  wants  to 
be  a  documentary,  but  lacks  the  raw 
material  to  be  one.  The  filmmakers 
neither  have  enough  archival  footage 
to  re-create  the  real  Harvey,  nor  do 
their  adaptations  of  Harvey's  writing 
offer  anything  fascinating.  While 
relating  boring  everyday  events  in  a 
comic  book  was  a  groundbreaking 
subversion  of  the  genre,  their  inter- 
pretation on  film  only  makes  for  a 
boring  movie. 

The  shame  of  it  all  is  that  after  see- 
ing the  Letterman  footage  within  the 
film,  it's  clear  that  a  documentary  that 
consisted  simply  of  interviews  with 
Harvey  Pekar  would  have  been  a  lot 
more  interesting  than  a  recreation  of 
the  boring  events  of  his  life.  I  suspect 
that  the  Grand  Jury  Prize  American 
Splendor  won  at  the  Sundance  Festival 
earlier  this  year  is  based  on  this  fact, 
and  serves  as  a  lifetime  achievement 
award  rather  than  a  reward  for  a  good 
film  (which  it  isn't). 


Ferris  Bueller  joins  the  army 


FILM  REVIEW 


Buffalo  Soldiers 


Starring  Joaquin  Phoenix,  Anna 
Paquin 


Written  and  directed  by  Gregor 
Jordan 

Rating:  VVv 


by  COLIN  TAIT 

VARSITV  STAFF 


I  wanted  Buffalo  Soldiers  to  be  a 
much  better  film  than  it  is.  Adapted 
from  Robert  O'Connor's  best-sell- 
ing novel,  the  movie  tells  the  story  of 
the  American  military  in  peacetime 
and  the  exploits  of  one  scheming  ex- 
con-cum-requisition  clerk's  scams  to 
make  a  quick  buck  at  the  expense  of 
the  military  apparatus. 

The  charming  Private  Elwood, 
played  by  Joaquin  Phoenix  in  his 
first  starring  role,  has  his  finger  in 
many  pies  at  the  same  time.  He  sells 
supplies  to  the  highest  bidder  on  the 
German  black  market  and  cooks  up 
heroin  on  the  side  in  order  to  supply 
the  army  of  slackers  with  their  daily 
fix.  While  the  setting  at  the  end  of 
the  Cold  War  serves  as  an  excellent 
illustration  of  the  curious  things  that 
continue  in  the  U.S.  military  (which 
is  reputed  to  "lose"  over  a  billion  dol- 


lars of  equipment  a  year),  the  plot 
does  not  go  far  enough  to  justify  it. 

Following  a  hilarious  scene  involv- 
ing a  tank  crew  trying  to  follow 
orders  while  fighting  the  influence 
of  heroin,  the  film  begins  to  lose  its 
potential  for  scathing  commentary 
and  quickly  delves  into  John  Hughes 
territory.  When  the  new  base  com- 
mander starts  to  give  Elwood  prob- 
lems, Elwood  retaliates  by  dating 
his  daughter  (Anna  Paquin).  From 
here  the  film  follows  the  predictable 
course  of  any  frat-house  comedy 
where  the  troops  must  rally  against 
the  oppressiveness  of  the  crusty 
dean. 

The  actors  do  a  good  job,  but  don't 
have  much  to  work  with  in  terms  of  a 
script,  with  choice  lines  like,  "You're 
only  taking  me  out  to  piss  off  my 
dad — you're  crazy!"  The  romance 
sub  plot  is  the  rotten  core  of  the 
film,  and  its  bland  sweetness  lies  in 
direct  opposition  with  the  self-serv- 
ing callousness  that  is  the  essence  of 
Elwood's  character. 

As  a  result,  the  film  becomes  a 
watered-down  version  of  any  good 
movie.  It's  not  cute  or  funny  enough 
for  a  romantic  comedy,  not  biting 
enough  for  satire,  and  doesn't  have 
enough  action  for  fans  of  the  genre. 
While  the  film  was  made  with  inter- 
national funding  and  could  therefore 
represent  an  alternative  to  the  usual 
glut  of  summer  blockbusters,  in  the 
end  it's  still  Hollywood  crap  that 
Buffalo  Soldiers  seeks  to  emulate. 
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Mediocre  macabre  match-up 


I    D        S  P 


FILM  REVIEW 


Freddy  Vs.  Jason 


Starring  Robert  Englund,  Ken 
Kirzinger,  and  Kelly  Rowland 


Written  by  Damian  Shannon 


Directed  by  Ronny  Tu 


Rating:  Vv 


by  COLIN  TAIT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Freddy  vs.  Jason  is  transparently 
more  of  a  gimmick  than  it  is  an 
actual  movie.  Pitting  two  of  the 
most  fearsome  horror-movie  vil- 
lains against  each  other  could 
have  made  for  a  classic,  but  here 
the  watered-down  versions  of  the 
formerly  fearful  franchises  look 
like  themselves,  but  are  neutered 
by  each  other's  respective  pres- 
ence. 

The  film  begins  with  highlight 
reels  of  each  mass-murderer's  ac- 
complishments, clips  that  are  far 


more  potent  than  the  combined 
might  of  the  movie  itself  As 
Freddy  relates  the  circumstance 
of  his  demise  and  eventual  pun- 
ishment in  Hell,  he  also  relates 
his  seemingly  ceaseless  fate — to 
spend  eternity  forgotten,  and  to 
punish  the  children  of  Elm  Street 
no  more.  To  this  end,  Freddy  de- 
vises a  plan  that  will  once  again 
bring  fear  to  his  former  stomping 
grounds,  by  enlisting  the  aid  of  the 
unstoppably  mindless  killer  Jason. 

At  first  the  hockey-masked  one 
is  more  than  happy  to  do  Freddy's 
bidding,  and  Freddy's  powers 
slowly  begin  to  return,  but  soon 
it  becomes  clear  that  Jason's  thirst 
for  killing  morally-challenged 
teens  will  not  be  quenched  and 
thus  the  inevitable  conclusion  is  a 
mano-a-mano  battle  royale  between 
the  two  extreme  killers. 

While  the  two  figures  remain 
fearsomely  ingrained  in  the  col- 
lective unconsciousness  of  anyone 
under  thirty,  the  problem  with 
Freddy  Vs.  Jason  seems  more  a 
problem  of  mechanics  and  poor 
scripting  than  anything  else. 
While  it  may  seem  redundant 
to  say  that  the  script  is  not  very 
good,   it   is   specifically  terrible 


because  of  the  lack  of  creativity 
that  it  brings  to  the  franchises.  In 
other  words,  the  fear  that  Freddy 
inspired  by  exploiting  his  victims' 
worst  fears  and  insecurities  in 
their  dream-world  is  replaced 
with  a  heavy-handed  and  clumsy 
obviousness.  So  rather  than  witty 
repartee  and  genuine  gamesman- 
ship (which  are  the  trademark 
of  the  character),  we  instead  get 
Freddy's  boiler-room  antics  and 
schoolyard  tauntings  that  usually 
end  in,  "Bitch!" 

Though  horror  fans  don't  ex- 
pect much  from  Jason  by  this 
point  (having  given  up  on  the 
Friday  the  if''  series  long  before 
they  ever  shot  him  into  space), 
his  sequences  are  vaguely  more 
satisfying,  if  only  because  of  the 
director's  skill  at  splattering  blood 
on  screen  somewhat  artfully. 

In  the  end,  Freddy  vs.  Jason  is 
much  more  of  an  exercise  in  vio- 
lence than  it  is  in  horror,  and  hav- 
ing been  desensitized  to  violence 
by  this  summer's  string  of  near- 
pornographic  spectacles,  I  would 
venture  that  the  video-game  ver- 
sion of  the  film  will  end  up  being 
a  more  fulfilling  experience  than 
the  movie  itself 
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Hillside  alive  with  the  sound  of  music 

Musk  /overs'  Best-kept  secret  celebrates  20  eclectic  years 


Left:  Happy  Hillside!  The  festival  celebrates  20  great  years.  Right:  Brendan  "The  Champ"  Canning  gets  his  moment  in  the  Broken  Social  Scene  spotlight 


byTABASSUMSIDDIQUI 

VARSITY  STAFF 

photos  by  Tabassum  Siddiqui  and  James  McGarry  

It's  been  called  "one  of  the  world's  25  best  music 
festivals"  by  Acoustic  Guitar  magazine,  and  yet 
you're  just  as  likely  to  see  two  turntables  and 
a  microphone  at  the  annual  Hillside  Festival. 
Devotees  book  their  entire  summer  around  it. 
The  hottest  musicians  clamour  to  play  it.  This 
ain't  your  parents'  folk  festival.  And  it  takes 
place  in,  er,  Guelph. 

The  university  hamlet  has  succeeded  in  pull- 
ing off  a  financially  and  artistically  successful 
festival  year  after  year  where  other  cities  (such 
as  Toronto,  with  its  doomed  effort  to  keep  the 
Mariposa  Folk  Festival  going)  have  failed,  re- 
lying on  sheer  people  power  and  community 
spirit  (over  1000  volunteers  helped  make  the 
event  possible  this  year).  When  was  the  last 
time  you  attended  a  festival  where  there  was 
a  dishwashing  area  for  reusable  containers, 
special  recycling  areas,  and  a  solar-powered 
stage? 

This  year  marked  the  20th  anniversary  of 
the  three-day  celebration  of  music,  spoken 
word  and  dance  that  takes  place  every  year  on 


BSS  frontman  Kevin  Drew  gets  all  Star 
Wars  on  the  Hillside  crowd. 


the  last  weekend  of  July  on  Guelph  Lake  Is- 
land, boasting  a  lineup  heavy  on  current  buzz 
bands.  The  Varsity  was  there,  and  with  tickets 
priced  as  low  at  $65  for  the  full  three  days,  next 
year  you  should  be  too. 

Friday,  July  2^ 

Sarah  Harmer,  mainstage 
-9:30  p.m. 

If  there's  an  artist  that  personifies  Hillside, 
it's  Kingston  singer-songwriter  Sarah  Harmer. 
While  her  sound  is  essentially  steeped  in  folk 
and  country,  there's  enough  of  a  nod  to  pop 
and  rock  to  keep  everyone  happy.  Having  been 
holed  away  for  the  past  several  months  mak- 
ing her  forthcoming  sophomore  record  (due 
in  January),  Harmer's  return  to  Hillside  after 
a  two-year  absence  was  a  triumphant  one,  with 
the  Guelph  Lake  Island  lawn  packed  beyond 
belief  for  her  opening-night  performance. 

Backed  by  a  four-piece  band,  Harmer  used 
the  hour-and-a-half  set  to  try  out  a  slate  of 
beautiful  new  songs,  including  a  few  politi- 
cally-tinged numbers,  like  the  gentle  acoustic- 
based  "Dandelions  and  Bulletholes".  Of  par- 
ticular note  were  "Greeting  Card  Aisle",  with 
Harmer's  trademark  pointed  lyrics  and  soar- 
ing, keening  vocals,  and  the  uptempo  brush-olf 
"New  Enemy"  ("When  you  find  yourself  a  new 
enemy/Can  you  take  me  down  off  the  hook 
that  you've  been  hanging  me  on?").  By  the 
time  she  wound  up  her  set  with  the  lakeside 
nighttime  ballad-turned-rocker  "Lonestar", 
she  had  everyone  from  small  kids  dancing  on 
the  grass  to  elderly  couples  utterly  enthralled. 
A  pastoral,  perfect  start  to  Hillside. 


Saturday,  July  26 

Jason  CoUett,  Lake  Stage 
-2:20  p.m. 

The  success  of  sprawling  Toronto  indie-rock 
crew  Broken  Social  Scene  has  meant  more 
attention  for  its  various  players,  all  hugely 
talented  individuals  in  their  own  right,  includ- 
ing singer-songwriter  Jason  Collett.  Backed  by 
members  of  BSS,  Collett  showcased  his  rootsy 
slice-of-life  tunes  to  the  full  Lake  Stage  tent 
(joking  that  no  one  was  going  anywhere  while 
it  was  still  raining  outside). 


CoUett's  urban  cowboy  persona  is  highly 
appealing,  but  it's  his  remarkable  songs  that 
really  stand  out,  dripping  with  tiny  lyrical 
gems  and  scads  of  melody.  With  his  BSS  co- 
horts fleshing  out  the  live  arrangements  with 
a  clever  bit  of  keyboards  here  ("Just  Friends") 
or  a  brilliant  burst  of  drumming  there  ("Out 
Came  the  Sun"),  it's  an  unbeatable  combina- 
tion. While  the  set  wasn't  as  focused  or  well- 
played  as  Collett's  CD  release  in  Toronto  a  few 
weeks  earlier,  it  didn't  really  matter-  it  was 
obvious  Collett  and  Co.  were  having  a  good 
time  on  stage,  and  that  warm  vibe  carried  over 
into  the  crowd. 

"Close  to  You"  workshop,  Island 
Stage  -  4  p.m. 

An  integral  part  of  Hillside  is  its  unique  work- 
shop structure,  where  either  like-minded  acts 
or  groups  with  completely  opposing  styles 
are  thrown  together  under  a  loose  theme  and 
urged  to  simply  jam.  This  can  yield  some  of 
the  most  brilliant  festival  moments,  and  other 
times  just  utter  wackiness. 

The  "Close  To  You"  workshop  sounded  like 
an  indie-rock  lover's  wet  dream  on  paper — 


Chris  Brown  leading  members  of  The  Dears, 
Metric,  and  Broken  Social  Scene  in  playing  es- 
sentially whatever  the  heck  they  wanted.  Well, 
no  Dears  turned  up.  Metric  hung  out  back- 
stage, Brown's  partner  Kate  Fenner  showed  up 
late,  and  poor  Brown  was  left  to  shepherd  the 
few  members  of  BSS  that  showed  up  into  play- 
ing a  crazy  freestyle  version  of  the  Carpenters' 
"Close  to  You" — not  once,  but  twice.  Yikes. 
Sure,  it  sounded  terrific,  with  BSS  siren  Leslie 
Feist  trilling  away  and  Brown  busting  out  fat 
grooves  on  the  Wurlitzer,  but  oh,  what  a  mess. 
A  beautiful,  rambling  mess  to  be  sure,  but  a 
mess  nonetheless. 

It  took  BSS  cohort  Gentleman  Reg  and 
Brown  and  Fenner  to  salvage  what  was  left 
of  the  set  by  playing  some  good  songs  of  their 
own,  but  even  those  took  a  silly  turn  when 
Reg's  number  was  played  twice  by  the  band 
("It's  tradition  now!"  laughed  BSS  guiatirist 
Kevin  Drew),  and  Guelph  music  veteran  Nick 
Craine  jumped  up  on  stage  to  interrupt  Brown 
and  Fenner's  tune  with  a  short  rant  about  the 
existence  of  God — or  the  lack  thereof 

Those  of  us  who  were  there  still  can't  decide 
if  the  workshop  was  a  Hillside  highlight  or  low 
point.  Probably  a  bit  of  both. 


Indian  intonations  from  Autorickshaw  singer  Suba  Sankaran. 
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Emm  Gryner:  Poppy  and  punchy. 


Metric,  Island  Stage  -  8  p.m. 

If  anyone  was  under  any  delusion  that  Hillside 
was  a  'folk  festival',  those  assumptions  were  nicely 
blown  away  by  a  solid  dose  of  shiny  '80s  pop/rock 
from  Metric.  Framed  by  the  setting  sun  outside 
the  Island  Stage  tent,  mini-skirted  singer  Emily 
Haines  strutted  her  way  through  a  seriously  sexy 
set  of  angular  synth-based  songs  taken  from  their 
brand-new  album,  Old  World  Underground,  Where 
Are  Tou  Now? 

Now  based  in  L.A.,  the  Canadian  duo 
of  Haines  and  guitarist  James  Shaw  (joined  by  a 
drummer  and  bassist  live)  have  had  their  share  of 
industry  heartbreak  (a  completed  album  was  nev- 
er released  when  their  indie  label  went  under),  but 
have  obviously  emerged  stronger  for  it.  Haines  is 
clearly  the  focal  point  of  the  band,  a  Debbie 
Harry  for  the  new  era,  shimmying  like  a  robot 
girl  while  throwing  her  microphone  over  her 
shoulder  to  play  keyboards.  Her  detached,  cool 
vocals  contrasted  nicely  with  drummer  Joules 
Scott-Key's  staccato  beats  and  Shaw's  squall  of 
guitar,  a  nice  meld  of  pure  pop  and  electro. 

Nice  to  see  yet  another  branch  of  the  Broken 
Social  Scene  family  tree  (Haines  and  Shaw  are 
longtime  BSS  friends  and  appear  on  their  album) 
making  killer  music  that's  innovative  and  fresh. 

The  Dears,  mainstage  -  9  p.m. 

Montreal  sextet  The  Dears  are  often  a  hit-or- 
miss  proposition  live,  but  faced  with  the  daunting 
task  of  playing  the  penultimate  slot  on  the  main- 
stage  before  the  Broken  Social  Scene  army,  they 
didn't  just  live  up  to  the  undertaking,  they  made 
the  most  of  it.  The  broody,  over-the-top  drama  of 
their  new  No  Cities  Left  disc  cries  out  for  the  live 
treatment,  and  the  band  threw  all  of  their  weight 
into  it,  turning  into  a  virtual  pop  orchestra. 

Singer  Murray  Lightburn  may  not  like  to  be 
compared  to  Morrissey,  but  it's  an  apt  reference, 
with  his  powerful  pipes  and  penchant  for  theat- 
rics. His  duet  with  keyboardist  Natalia  Yanchak, 
"The  Death  of  AU  the  Romance",  despite  its  title, 
was  light  and  spirited,  the  boy-girl  vocals  playing 
nicely  off  each  other.  At  the  opposite  end  of  the 
spectrum,  set-closer  "Pinned  Together,  Falling 
Apart"  is  the  Dears'  showstopper,  with  Light- 
burn  howling  out  the  chorus  like  a  wounded  ani- 
mal. It's  seven  minutes  of  sheer  musical  bravado 
that  threw  down  the  gauntlet  for  BSS  to  follow. 
They  may  be  friends  with  The  Dears,  but  that 
night,  Lightburn  wasn't  going  to  let  his  pals  steal 
the  show  too  easily. 

Broken  Social  Scene,  mainstage 
- 10  p.m. 

With  all  the  indie  kids  pressed  against  the  stage 
and  stretched  out  on  the  lawn  as  far  as  the  eye 
could  see,  the  end  to  Saturday  night  at  Hillside 
had  all  the  makings  of  a  Major  Event.  Seeing 
as  Broken  Social  Scene  is  the  band  equivalent 
of  Hillside — -a  great  big  love-in  musical  com- 
munity— having  them  cap  off  the  key  night  at 


the  20th  anniversary  couldn't  have  been  more 
perfect.  And  this  was  a  rare  chance  to  witness 
the  full  BSS  experience — though  BSS  has  a  core 
of  about  six  or  seven  players,  their  ranks  can 
swell  to  nearly  triple  that,  and  since  nearly  every 
single  player  from  their  Tou  Forgot  It  In  People  disc 
somehow  happened  to  be  at  Hillside  this  year, 
they  corralled  every  last  one  of  them  onto  the 
stage  (swelling  to  over  a  dozen  players  on  stage  at 
the  same  time  at  one  point)  for  a  delirious  indie- 
rock  party. 

It's  probably  a  good  thing  fulFon  BSS  shows 
are  few  and  far  between,  because  by  the  time 
they  had  finished  setting  up,  they  were  already 
15  minutes  late  in  starting,  problematic  because 
they  had  to  wrap  up  by  the  strict  11  p.m.  island 
curfew.  They  quickly  made  up  for  lost  time,  how- 
ever, with  players  coming  and  going  like  a  game 
of  musical  chairs  until  the  set  seemed  more  like  a 
loose  Hillside  workshop  than  mainstage  concert. 

Guitarist  Kevin  Drew  played  ringleader, 
bantering  with  the  crowd  between  songs  and 
introducing  guests  as  they  appeared.  Chris 
Brown  enlisted  in  the  large  horn  section,  which 
blared  gloriously  on  "Jimmy  and  the  Photo  Call", 
Leslie  Feist  proved  yet  again  why  she  is  one  of 
the  best  singers  on  the  planet  (look  for  a  solo 
album  to  drop  in  the  new  year),  taking  a  rockstar 
turn  on  "Almost  Crimes"  and  the  sublime  new 
"Shoreline",  and  crowd-pleaser  "Anthems  for 
a  17-year-old  Girl"  saw  Emily  Haines  work  her 
silvery  vocals  just  as  beautifully  as  she  does  on 
the  album. 

A  place  for  everyone,  and  everything  in  its 
place.  Music  played  with  joy  and  wonder.  Tre- 
mendous. 


Sunday,  July  27 

Autorickshaw,  mainstage  - 1  p.m. 

Hillside  has  always  been  about  an  open-minded 
approach  to  music,  and  artistic  director  Sam 
Baijal  says  he  would  like  to  see  more  acts  in  the 
festival  in  years  to  come  that  blend  genres  and 
sounds,  much  like  Toronto  band  Autorickshaw,  a 
quartet  that  splices  traditional  Indian  music  with 
Western  jazz. 

Under  a  grey  sky  that  threatened  to  pour  over 
at  any  moment,  a  game  mid-sized  crowd  gathered 
on  the  mainstage  lawn  to  listen  to  Suba  Sankaran 
sing  English  and  Hindi  compositions  set  to  jazzy 
keyboard  melodies  and  bass-and-tabla  rhythms. 
Tabla  player  Ed  Hanley's  skilled  playing  was 
complemented  by  drummer  Debashis  Sinha's 
almost  breakbeat-like  patterns  and  bassist  Rich 
Brown's  rich  low  tones.  Sankaran  is  the  real  star 
here,  however,  ever-smiling  and  gracious  while 
playing  pretty  piano  lines  (some  of  her  melodies 
recalled  local  songbird  Sarah  Slean's  early  work) 
and  working  the  entire  scale  like  the  trained  jazz 
singer  she  is. 

Emm  Gryner,  Lake  Stage  -  2  p.m. 

Local  indie  gal  Gryner  may  be  living  in  Montreal 
now,  but  she's  still  beloved  by  her  Ontario  fans, 
who  turned  out  strong  for  her  Hillside  appear- 
ance, one  of  her  few  local  shows  this  summer. 
Playing  a  strong  set  of  lyrical  pop  cuUed  mostly 
from  her  current  Asianblue  album,  Gryner  also 
threw  in  a  few  old  gems  from  her  other  records, 
including  radio  hit  "Summerlong"  and  "Good 
Riddance". 

But  the  real  revelation  here  was  her  backing 
band  of  Toronto  musicians  who  have  finally  gelled 
into  a  tight  unit  after  an  initially  shaky  start  last 
year.  Drummer  Dean  Stone  is  an  intense  force  to 
be  reckoned  with,  punching  up  the  poppy  tunes 
with  a  driving  beat,  while  guitarist  Jonny  James 
and  bassist  Jordan  Kern  play  well  off  each  other 
and  provide  the  occasional  backing  vocals. 

After  nearly  a  decade  in  the  business,  Gryner 
just  gets  better  all  the  time.  She's  not  just  a  great 
singer,  player  and  songwriter,  she's  charming  and 
at  ease  on  stage,  something  far  too  many  other 
singer-songwriters  could  do  well  to  emulate. 
When  a  punter  in  the  crowd  complained  about 
the  sound  near  the  back  of  the  tent,  Gryner 
didn't  miss  a  beat:  "Maybe  it's  just  my  songs. 
Maybe  they  sound  a  little  crunchy  today,  a  little 
crispy?"  Poppy  and  punchy — it's  an  unbeatable 
combo. 

Chris  Brown  and  Kate  Fenner, 
Island  Stage  -  3  p.m. 

CBC  Radio  host  Bill  Stunt  introduced  the 
Toronto  ex-pat  duo  (now  living  in  Brooklyn)  by 
saying  that  their  music  was  amongst  his  favourite 
of  anything  in  the  world,  and  they  followed  up 


La  Harmer:  Sublime  Sarah  kicks  off 
HiUside. 

such  high  praise  by  showing  us  why.  Their  dense, 
highly  literate,  politically-minded  groove-pop 
was  perfectly  at  home  at  Hillside,  with  a  rapt 
crowd  packed  into  the  tent  like  sardines  hanging 
on  every  note. 

"Are  they  married?"  asked  a  friend.  WeU,  no, 
they're  not,  but  it's  easy  to  make  that  mistake 
when  watching  them  on  stage,  because  they're  so 
perfectly  simpatico.  Singer  Kate  Fenner's  sensu- 
ous growl  melds  beautifully  with  Chris  Brown's 
soulful  organ  riffs  to  create  a  unique  sound 
wholly  their  own. 

Brown  and  Fenner  have  spent  a  lifetime  pur- 
suing activism  through  their  art,  and  it  comes 
across  in  their  music  without  seeming  forced, 
sometimes  a  tricky  balance  to  accomplish.  Their 
response  to  the  Iraq  conflict,  "Resist  War",  has 
spread  across  the  Internet  since  they  released 
it  online  several  months  ago,  and  their  stirring, 
heartfelt  rendition  at  Hillside  brought  a  huge 
cheer  from  the  crowd  mere  notes  into  the  song. 

Though  backed  by  some  of  Toronto's  most 
talented  musicians,  the  best  moments  were  be- 
tween Brown  and  Fenner  themselves,  whether 
they  were  singing  warm  harmonies  or  needling 
each  other  between  songs.  At  one  point,  Brown 
introduced  a  song  by  joking,  "Since  this  is  a  folk 
festival  and  all,"  only  to  be  shot  down  by  an  audi- 
ence member  who  yelled,  "No,  it  isn't  -  it's  a  music 
festival!"  To  which  Fenner  replied,  "Correction, 
thank  you — music  festival.  Or  a  'folks'  festival." 
Exactly. 


Leslie  Feist  of  BSS:  Even  she  couldn't  save  the  Closer  to  You  workshop.  Above:  Soul  sister  Kate  Fenner. 
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Nash  to 
the  rescue 

Mavs point  guard  replaces  an  absent 
Carter  at  the  Raptor's  kids  camp 


by  REBECCA  ADDELMAN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Eyeballs  popped  out  of  their  sockets. 
Jaws  hit  the  floor  and  fingers  rudely 
pointed.  A  soft  murmur  of  "Steve... 
Steve. ..Steve"  undulated  through  the 
crowd  of  rapt  faces.  Arguably  the 
best  point  guard  in  the  NBA,  home- 
grown Steve  Nash,  held  court  at 
the  Vince  Carter  Youth  Basketball 
Camp  at  U  of  T  in  mid  August. 

Standing  in  for  an  absent  Vince 
Carter,  who  was  away  training 
with  the  U.S.  Olympic  qualifying 
team  in  preparation  for  the  FIBA 
Tournament  of  the  Americas,  Nash 
helped  pick  up  the  slack  by  fielding 
four  Q  &  A  sessions  to  a  total  of  700 
campers  during  the  day.  The  Victo- 
ria-born point  guard  for  the  Dallas 
Mavericks  was  in  Toronto  training 
with  Canada's  national  team. 

Carter's  last  minute  selection  to 
the  Olympic  qualifying  team,  and 
his  acceptance,  meant  a  frantic  week 
of  rescheduling  for  Raptors  manage- 
ment. This  marks  the  first  time  in 
four  years  that  Vince  has  missed  a 
single  day  of  camp.  Make  that  the 
first  time  ever,  and  it  prompted  Dave 
Defreitas,  the  manager  of  commu- 


nity relations  at  the  Raptors,  to  de- 
scribe the  camp  of  2003  as  "the  most 
challenging  year  we've  had." 

With  the  lack  of  a  high-profile 
NBA  star,  the  camp's  stock  suddenly 
plummeted.  For  many  campers,  es- 
pecially those  returning  for  a  second 
or  third  year,  the  main  attraction  is 
the  hands-on  presence  of  the  Rap- 
tors star.  But  enrolment  was  full  and 
camp  ready  to  go  when  the  U.S  came 
knocking  on  Vince's  door. 

After  unsuccessfully  trying  to  get 
one  of  Carter's  teammates  to  take 
his  spot,  the  powers  that  be  turned 
to  Nash  as  the  next  logical  replace- 
ment. "The  way  the  NBA  works," 
says  Defreitas,  "you  can  never  100 
per  cent  secure  somebody.  Players, 
for  whatever  reason,  might  not  be 
able  to  show  up.  Vince  knew  Steve 
was  in  town.  He  knew  Steve  was  a 
reliable  person." 

Raptors  general  manager  Glen 
Grunwald,  who  held  a  press  confer- 
ence at  the  camp,  put  it  differently. 
Steve  is  fulfilling  his  obligations  as  a 
role  model,"  he  said.  Nash,  a  Cana- 
dian favorite,  did  not  disappoint. 

He  wielded  his  status  as  role  model 
and  icon  skillfully,  urging  the  camp- 
ers to  study  hard  and  take  advantage 


Straight  Talk:  Steve  Nash  spends  quality  time  with  Vince  Carter's  campers  at  U  of  T's  Athletic 
Centre.  Carter  was  called  away  to  train  with  the  U.  S .  Olympic  qualifying  team  in  preparation  for  last 
week's  FIBA  Tournament  of  the  Americas. 


of  the  academic  opportunities  of- 
fered in  high  school  and  college; 
something  he  claims  he  regretfully 
overlooked  in  favour  of  basketball. 

His  own  late  start  at  basketball 
also  served  as  inspirational  fodder 
for  the  ball-wielding  youngsters.  To 
one  ii-year-old  he  jokingly  encour- 
aged "you've  got  a  two  year  head 
start  on  me."  Nash  did  not  start  play- 
ing basketball  until  he  was  13. 

Another  change  to  this  year's 
camp  was  the  addition  of  an  outside 
title  sponsor.  Forester's,  a  financial 
services  company,  has  come  to  the 
table  with  cash  contributions  and  a 
plethora  of  volunteers.  With  their 
help,  350  kids  were  able  to  attend 


the  camp  on  scholarship.  First  time 
coach  Sean  Rowland  believes  that 
the  scholarships  reached  those  kids 
"who  might  not  have  a  chance  {to 
attend!  ever  again." 

Attendance  at  the  camp  may  not 
be  as  limited  for  Steve  Nash.  Now 
that  Team  U.S.A.  is  guaranteed 
a  spot  in  next  summer's  Olympic 
Games  in  Athens,  Carter  might 
need  help  covering  his  summer  du- 
ties in  2004.  The  Canadians,  how- 
ever, failed  to  secure  one  of  the  top 
three  berths  Sunday  in  San  Juan  at 
the  Olympic  qualifying  tournament. 
They  lost  the  bronze  medal  game  by 
a  disappointing  13  points  to  Puerto 
Rico.  The  final  score  was  79-66. 


SPORTS  BRIEFS 

Former  Blue  takes 
gold  in  Milan 

Blues  rowing  alumnus  Fiona  Milne  took 
home  a  gold  medal  at  the  FISA  World 
Rowing  Championship  last  week.  Milne 
competed  in  Sydney  in  2002,  and  was 
ranked  fourth  in  the  world  last  year.  This 
time  around  Fiona  outdid  her  previous 
results  to  win  the  gold  in  the  lighweight 
women's  single  event.  The  championship 
took  place  Aug.  24-31  in  Milan,  Italy. 

Joining  Milne  in  Milan  was  U  of  T 
rower  Mara  Jones.  Jones  made  the  A-fi- 
nals  in  Milan  and  did  quite  well,  placing 
fifth  with  her  partner  in  the  lightweight 
women's  double  event. 
-ARAB  KHAN 

Blues  lose  season  opener 
to  Waterloo 

Waterloo  31,  U  OF  TO 

An  outstanding  performance  by  running 
back  Templar  Iga  was  squandered  today 
by  the  new-look  Varsity  Blues.  Iga  ran  for 
well  over  100  yards  in  just  over  a  half  of 
football,  but  the  rest  of  the  Blues  offence 
performed  anemically  en  route  to  a  31-0 
drubbing  at  the  hands  of  the  Warriors. 
Waterloo  wideout  Ian  Forde  scored  three 
touchdowns,  including  a  130-yard  kick 
return  midway  into  the  third  quarter. 
The  score  was  a  fitting  testament  to  the 
inability  of  the  Blues  to  overcome  the  play 
of  the  speedy  Forde. 

U  of  T  plays  its  first  home  game  against 
Queen's  this  Saturday,  Sept  6  at  Varsity 
Field.  KickofT is  at  2pm. 

-RUSSHOFF 


Sweet  success  in  South  Korea 

Blues  hack  from  World  University  Championship.., and 
better  than  ever 


byMATTSOMERS 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Daegu,  South  Korea  burst 
to  life  on  Aug.  20  as  the 
opening  ceremonies  for 

the  2003  FISU  Summer  Universi- 
ade  got  under  way.  With  four 
competitors  wearing  varsity  blue 
on  their  backs,  U  of  T  watched 
the  games  with  keen  interest  and 
baited  breath. 

Tae  Kwan  Do  star  Ali  Ghafour  of 
Pickering  proudly  represented  the 
Varsity  Blues.  Ali  won  his  first 
round  match  by  a  score  of  14-13 
over  Tien  Ching  Nguyen  of  Thai- 
land in  the  bantamweight  divi- 
sion. A  crushing  kick  to  Nguyen's 
right  temple  got  Ghafour  through 
to  the  second  round,  where  he 
fell  to  an  athlete  from  Greece. 

"To  have  athletes  from  dif- 
ferent sports  coming  to- 
gether and  collectively 
representing  Canada  for  all 
athletics  was  truly  amaz- 
ing," says  Ghafour,  who 
was  recently  selected  to  com- 
pete for  Canada's  national 
team.  "This  was  the  first  time  I 
represented  Canada  in  a  multi- 
sport  event." 


Ghafour  was  also  impressed 
by  the  luxury  and  splendour  of 
the  Athletes  Village,  where 
the  teams  were  fenced 
off  from  the  rest  of  the 
city.  "It  had  everything  you  needed 
to  sustain  every  person  living  there. 
There  were  doctors,  24  hour  cafes, 
arcades,  internet  cafes, adisco,ahair 
salon,  abank,  karaoke  rooms,  aplace 
to  mend  your  clothes  and  events 
happening  all  the  time." 

Jenn  Porenta  repre- 

sented the  Blues  in  the  pool 
in  Daegu,  participating  in 
several  events.  She  helped  the 
4x100  and  2x200  relay  teams 
both  finish  seventh  in  their 
respective  events.  She  missed 
qualifying  for  the  final  in  lOom 
freestyle  by  less  than  a  second. 

Blues  volleyball  captain  Marc 
Arseneau  was  a  major  contribu- 
tor in  Daegu.  He  started  all  seven 
games  and  helped  lead  the  team 
to  a  5-2  record  and  a  seventh 
place  finish.  It  has  been  20  years 
since  a  Canadian  university  vol- 
leyball team  has  placed  this  high. 
When  asked  about  unity 
among  a  team  that  has  only  re- 
cently come  together,  Arseneau 
said  "I  think  a  trip  to  South  Korea 


can  unify  just  about  any  team  very 
quickly.  We  had  a  strong  bond  and 
competed  very  well  as  a  whole." 

On  the  coaching  and  media  ends, 
U  of  T  track  coach  Jill  Mallon  and 
sports  information  coordinator 
Adrian  Bradbury  travelled  with 
the  Canadian  squad.  Mallon 
worked  with  the  middle  distance 
sprinters,  and  directly  supervised 
Malinda  Elmore  who  took  home 
bronze  in  the  1500m  race. 

The  men's  basketball  team  also 
boasted  two  local  athletes.  To- 
ronto natives  Jeff  Ferguson  and 
Vidal  Massiah  were  two  of  the 
brightest  stars  for  Canada  at  the 
tournament.  They  scored  19  and  18 
points  respectively  in  the  bronze 
medal  game,  helping  Canada 
beat  China  82-80  and  reach  the 
podium.  This  was  the  team's  best 
result  since  1997  in  Sicily,  when 
they  captured  the  silver  medal. 
Team  Canada  won  three  medals 
overall.  Bronze  medals  in  men's 
basketball  and  the  women's  1500m 
sprint,  as  well  as  a  silver  medal 
won  by  Catherine  Roberge  in 
Judo  (70kg  category).  These  three 
medals  are  one  more  than  the  Ca- 
nadian team  won  two  years  ago  in 
Beijing,  China. 


Q&A  WITH  Steve  Nash 


Mavs  star  Steve  Nash  was  on  hand 
at  the  A.C.  on  Aug.  13  to  answer 
questions  from  hordes  of  children. 
But  what  does  this  homegrown 
athlete  think  of  the  next  generation 
of  Canadian  basketball  players? 


Varsity:  Do  you  think  you've  played  a 
role  in  the  recent  growth  of  basketball  in 
Canada? 

Steve  Nash:  Not  intentionally.  Not 
by  design.  I'll  take  no  credit  for  its 
growth.  It's  exciting  to  be  one  of 
the  only  Canadians  in  the  NBA, 
and  maybe  I  can  bring  some  of  that 
excitement  here. 

V:  How  do  youth  programs  today 
compare  to  those  around  when  you  were 
a  teenager';' 

SN:  They're  obviously  a  lot  more 
widespread.  The  opportunities  have 
grown  since  I  was  young. 

V:  You  have  this  tremendous  work  ethic. 
Do  you  think  kids  these  days  work  as 
hard? 

SN:  No,  there's  so  many  other 
things  for  kids  to  do  these  days. 
They're  on  the  internet,  playing 
video  games.  When  there  was  less 
to  do,  it  [basketball]  was  something 
for  us  to  go  out  and  get  involved 
in.  It  promoted  getting  outside.  It 
was  something  to  do.  The  evils  of 
globalization  are  getting  in  the  way 
of  all  that. 

V:  What  about  the  young  guys  in  the 
league  coming  straight  out  of  high  school 
-  LeBron  and  A  mare  -  do  they  have  a 
similar  work  ethic? 
SN:  The  best  in  the  league  are 
always  hard  workers. 


JIALU 
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Football  101 


The  Varsity  takes  a  detailed  look  ahead  at  the  upcoming  season  in  the  OVA 


by  MARK  ILCZYSZYN,  VARSITY  STAFF 


After  what  can  only  be  described 
as  the  worst  season  ever  in  U  of  T 
football  history,  the  Varsity  Blues 
break  camp  with  a  renewed  sense 
of  optimism.  New  head  coach 
Steve  Hewlett,  a  former  OUA 
all-star  at  slotback  for  the  Blues, 
has  already  begun  to  put  his  stamp 
on  the  team.  A  coaching  staff 
rounded  out  by  Greg  DeLaval, 
Chris  Hadley,  Bob  Howes,  Aaron 
White,  Dan  Crifo  and  Dan  Fera- 
day  should  shape  up  to  be  one  of 
the  strongest  the  school  has  ever 
seen.  As  they  take  the  field  in  2003 
this  team  will  be  more  disciplined 
and  hungry  for  a  win. 

On  the  field,  quarterback  Carter 
Livingstone  returns  to  the  helm 
for  the  Blues.  Last  season  he 
started  all  eight  games  for  the 
team,  and  he  connected  on  80  of 
his  156  pass  attempts  for  754  yards 
and  two  touchdowns.  Livingstone 
must  step  up  his  play  if  the  Blues 
are  going  to  do  anything  this 
year. 

The  key  to  the  offense  is  run- 
ning back  Templar  Iga.  Last  sea- 
son Iga  carried  the  ball  105  times 
for  452  yards,  good  enough  for 
15th  place  in  rushing  in  the  CIS. 
He  will  be  counted  on  heavily  in 
the  upcoming  season.  Talented 
recruit  George  Polyzois  from  St. 
Michael's  College  will  also  get 
some  quality  minutes  in  the  Blues 
backfield. 

On  the  defensive  side  of  the 
ball,  linebacker  Derek  Wheeler 
will  be  asked  to  lead  a  young  team. 
Wheeler,  the  heart  and  soul  of  the 
Blues  defense,  notched  50  tackles 
and  one  sack  in  2002.  Blues  will 
sorely  miss  defensive  lineman 
Gabe  Robinson,  who  has  gradu- 
ated and  signed  with  the  Toronto 
Argonauts.  Bob  Vranich,  who 
last  season  had  22  tackles  and  one 
sack,  will  be  asked  to  pick  up  the 
slack. 

What  does  all  this  mean  for  the 
Varsity  Blues  in  2003?  The  winless 
campaigns  of  the  last  couple  of 
seasons  will  stop. 


KEN  JONES 


Hut,  hut:  Varsity  Blues  in  action  last  week  during  training  camp  in  Scarborough.  U  of  T  plays  their 
first  home  game  against  Queen's  Saturday,  September  6  at  Varsity  Field.  KickofFis  at  2pm. 


Question  marks  surround  this  team 
in  2003,  the  main  one  being  that  of 
QB  Ryan  Pyear.  Pyear  returns  from 
an  injury  plagued  2002  season  in 
which  he  suffered  a  torn  ACL  and  a 
concussion. 

The  team's  offense  is  led  by  star 
running  back  Derek  Medler.  Medler 
exceeded  all  expectations  in  2002  and 
he  is  expected  to  follow  up  on  his 
stellar  rookie  season  in  which  he  was 
the  MVP  of  the  East-West  Bowl  as 
well  as  second  in  the  nation  in  rush- 
ing. If  Laurier  is  to  score  points,  then 
Medler  will  be  the  one  doing  it. 

Defensively,  star  recruit  linebacker 
Anthony  Maggiacomo  will  be  count- 
ed upon  to  play  some  heavy  minutes 
for  the  Golden  Hawks. 

2003  will  be  a  tough  season  for  Lau- 
rier as  the  team  rebuilds  and  looks 
forward  to  better  times  in  2004. 


Last  season  the  Warriors  struggled 
to  make  the  playoffs  and  were  imme- 
diately knocked  out  by  Queen's. 

Waterloo  enters  the  2003  cam- 
paign with  a  veteran  offensive  unit 
featuring  a  great  set  of  receivers, 
including  a  huge  target  in  tight  end 
Matt  Reid. 

On  defense,  lineman  J.J.  Jones  and 
linebacker  Johnny  Chehade  will  be 
counted  upon  to  provide  leadership 
for  an  inexperienced  group. 

Waterloo  will  not  have  improved 
much  from  the  2002  season,  and 
they  risk  being  vulnerable  to  some 
upsets.  Another  trip  to  the  playoffs 
for  the  Warriors  will  meet  another 
quick  first  round  exit. 


Start  your  own 
Fraternity! 


Zeta  Beta  Tau  is  looking  for  men  to  start 
a  new  Chapter.  If  you  are  interested  in 
academic  success,  a  chance  to  network  and  an 
opportunity  to  make  friends  in  a  non-pledging 
Brotherhood,  e-mail:  zbt@zbtnational.org 
or  call  800-431-9674. 


2002  was  a  great  year  for  Queen's  as 
they  posted  a  7-1  record  en  route  to 
an  appearance  in  the  Yates  Cup,  be- 
fore being  beat  by  McMaster  33-19. 

The  Golden  Gaels  offence  is  driv- 
en by  the  strongest  passing  attack  in 
the  CIS,  with  Hec  Crighton  winner, 
quarterback  Tommy  Denison,  lead- 
ing the  team. 

The  strong-armed  Denison  is 
flanked  by  some  of  the  best  receiv- 
ers in  the  OUA,  all-Canadian  re- 
ceiver Brad  Smith  and  OUA  all-star 
Iain  Fleming.  The  group  is  joined 
by  talented  freshman  Taylor  Moras- 
sulti,  who  should  bring  speed  to  the 
position. 

Last  season  the  Golden  Gaels 
defense  was  a  wall,  allowing  only  9 
offensive  touchdowns  and  713  yards 
passing.  It  should  only  be  better 
this  season,  which  is  downright 
scary. 

2003  will  be  the  year  that  Queen's 
asserts  itself  as  the  cream  of  the 
OUA  football  crop. 


After  making  the  playoffs  as  the  last 
seed  in  the  OUA  in  2003,  the  Gry- 
phons will  not  make  any  great  strides 
in  the  upcoming  season. 

Star  receiver  Michael  Palmer  has 
signed  with  the  Argonauts,  and 
former  Windsor  QB  Kevin  Adam 
becomes  the  new  starting  quarter- 
back leaving  the  team  looking  weak 
offensively. 

The  Guelph  linebacking  corps  is 
totally  new,  which  means  the  de- 
fense will  be  tested  early  and  often 
in  the  pass  happy  OUA. 

The  Gryphons  made  huge  strides 
in  2002,  but  in  2003  they  will  take  a 
couple  of  steps  backwards. 


Defeated  by  St.  Mary's  in  the 
Churchill  Bowl  in  2002,  the  Maraud- 
ers will  be  looking  for  revenge  in  2003. 
With  the  return  of  both  quarterbacks 
and  star  running  back  Kyle  Pyear, 
Mac's  only  weak  link  will  be  their 
defense.  Linebackers  Ray  Mariuz  and 
Mike  Botterill  have  both  moved  on  to 
play  for  the  CFL. 

Last  season  the  Marauders  were  un- 
beatable in  the  OUA,  but  this  year, 
with  their  defense  somewhat  suspect, 
they  will  find  it  hard  to  repeat  as  Yates 

Cup  champions. 


After  dominating  OUA  football 
for  the  past  five  seasons,  last  year 
Ottawa  came  crashing  back  to 
reality  and  finished  in  the  middle 
of  the  pack.  Quarterback/receiver 
David  Azzi,  one  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous players  in  the  OUA,  will 
once  again  lead  the  team.  He 
seems  to  put  points  on  the  board 
when  the  Gee  Gees  need  them 
most. 

On  defense  Ottawa  is  young, 
speedy  and  very  athletic.  The 
strength  is  in  the  interior  as  Matt 
Singer  and  Matt  Goreski  anchor 
the  defensive  line,  preventing 
opponents  from  racking  up  huge 
rushing  yards. 

The  pieces  are  in  place  for  the 
Gee  Gees  to  be  successful  in  2003, 
but  they  just  don't  have  enough  to 
get  over  the  hump. 


Last  season  York  exceeded  its  ex- 
pectations, finally  winning  a  playoff 
game.  But  this  season,  the  loss  of  key 
starters  on  both  sides  of  the  ball  will 
hurt  the  Lions  badly. 

The  most  significant  loss  for  the 
team  is  that  of  all-time  career  pass- 
ing leader  Billy  Barbosa,  who  may  go 
down  as  the  best  York  quarterback 
ever.  J.P.  Marchello  will  try  to  fill 
the  veteran's  empty  shoes.  With  CIS 
all-Canadian  Dennis  Mavrin  gone, 
defensive  backs  Neil  Maki  and  Clin- 
ton John  will  also  be  asked  to  step  up 
their  game. 

2002  was  a  great  year  for  the  Lions, 
but  they  will  find  it  extremely  difficult 
to  repeat  last  year's  success. 


Once  regarded  as  the  laughing  stock 
of  the  OUA,  after  making  the  play- 
offs last  season  Windsor  is  now  one 
of  the  tougher  teams  to  play.  The 
Lancers  return  22  starters  from  last 
year's  team,  keeping  the  offensive 
line  intact. 

The  Cruciano  twins,  Jason  and 
Brian,  lead  one  of  the  league's  most 
experienced  defensive  lines.  These 
guys  will  plug  the  middle. 

Big  things  are  expected  from  this 
team,  as  they  look  to  make  it  to  two 
consecutive  playoff  appearances. 


In  2002,  the  combination  of  quar- 
terback Chris  Hessel  and  freshman 
receiving  sensation  OUA  rookie  of  the 
year  Andy  Fantuz  rewrote  the  Western 
record  books.  This  dynamic  duo  is 
looking  to  get  the  job  done  again  this 
season. 

The  Mustangs  defense  is  just  as  strong 
as  their  offence,  with  Adrian  Rocca  and 
Chad  Asslestine  leading  the  d-line. 

All  of  the  pieces  are  in  place  for  the 
Mustangs  to  have  another  successful 
season. 
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U  of  T  Varsity  Blues 

2002  Record:  0-8,  lo'''  OUA 
2003  Projected  Record:  2-6,  S'*" 
OUA 

Key  Recruits:  Mike  Weaver  OL, 
George  Polyzois  RB 
Key  Player:  Templar  Iga  RB 


Waterloo  Warriors 

2002  Record:  3-5,  f'"  OUA 

2003  Projected  Record:  3-5,  6th  OUA 
Key  Recruits:  Travis  Gellatly  RB,  Mi- 
chael McLean  DE,  Matthew  Kearney 
WR 

Key  Player:  Ian  Forde  WR 


Western  Mustangs 

2002  Record:  6-2,  3"'  OUA 

2003  Projected  Record:  6-2,  3"*  OUA 
Key  Recruits:  Randy  McAuley  RB, 
Gibson  Gerveis  OL,  Jason  Rhodes  RB 
Key  Player:  Andy  Fantuz  WR 


Windsor  Lancers 

2002  Record:  3-5,  6"^  OUA 

2003  Projected  Record:  4-4,  5''' 
OUA 

Key  Recruits:  Justin  Gallagher  LB, 
Drew  Kozachuk  QB,  Mike  Martel 
LB 

Key  Player:  Arjei  Franklin  WR 


Queen's  Golden  Gaels 

2002  Record:  7-1,  2"''  OUA 

2003  Projected  Record:  8-0,  i"  OUA 
Key  Recruits:  Taylor  Morassulti  WR, 
Ryan  Elger  K/P,  Sean  O'Donnell  OL 
Key  Player:  Tommy  Denison  QB 


Guelph  Gryphons 

2002  Record:  2-7,  8'''  OUA 
2003  Projected  Record:  1-7,  g'** 
OUA 

Key  Recruits:  Trevor  Small  DB, 
Tyler  Armstrong  OT,  Aaron  Car- 
ruth  LB 


Laurier  Golden  Hawks 

2002  Record:  1-7,  g'*"  OUA 
2003  Projected  Record:  1-7, 10''' 
OUA 

Key  Recruits:  Josh  Maltin  RB/DB, 
Adam  Scherer  WR,  Anthony  Mag- 
giacomo  LB 
Key  Player:  Derek  Medler  RB 


McMaster  Marauders 

2002  Record:  8-0,  i"  OUA,  Yates 

Cup  Champions 
2003  Projected  Record:  7-1,  2"'^ 
OUA 

Key  Recruits:  Tom  Flaxman  FB, 
Eugene  Boakye  LB,  Adam  Ar- 
chibald QB 
Key  Player:  Kyle  Pyear  RB 


Ottawa  Gee  Gees 

2002  Record:  5-3,  5'''  OUA 
2003  Projected  Record:  6-2,  4''' 
OUA. 

Key  Recruits:  Keith  Dugas  LB,  Ara 
Tchobanian  K/P,  Brad  Kerr  LB 
Key  Player:  David  Azzi  QB/WR 


York  Lions 

(New  logo  currently  unavailable) 

2002  Record:  5-3,  4'''  OUA 

2003  Projected  Record:  3-5,  7''' 
OUA 

Key  Recruits:  Dave  Munns  QB, 
Jocelyn  Courcelles  RB,  Hamilton 
Baudner  LB 

Key  Player:  Anthony  Forgione  OL 


f^eVARSITY 

Come  play  for  our  team 

sports@thevarsity.ca 

416-946-7600  ext  201 

1  -fSlllMl 

Wireless  plans  that 
won't  leave  you  eating 
instant  noodles. 


Want  to  become 
a  mobile  student? 


Visit  telusmobility.com/student 

for  your  chance  to  win: 

■  HP  notebook  -  Cell  phone  m  $2000  scholarship 


Going  wireless  shouldn't  feel  like  a  luxury. 
And  with  plans  from  as  low  as  $20/month* 
it  doesn't  have  to.  The  future  is  friendly,® 


TELUS 

mobility™ 


For  more  details  on  these  great  offers  or  to  find  a  store  near  you,  visit  telusmobility.com/student  or  call  1-888-810-5555. 

•Taxes,  monthly  system  licensing  and  monthly  31 1  emergency  service  access  charges  are  extra.  New  activations  only  ®  2003  TELE-MOBILE  COMPANY 


24  Tuesday,  September  2, 2003 


SPACE  CAT  par  Fish  Griwkowsky 


A  cat  and  a  ghost 
drift  thru  space  . 


So  \  Suppose  W.s 


VARSITY  HAPPENINGS  Bv  Bill  Benson 
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i  give  you 
the  world 
(plus  10%) 


REPEAT  USER 
WILL  RECEIVE  EXTRA  PREPAID 
LONG  DISTANCE  MINUTES 


Visit  your  local  book  store  or 
convenience  store  to  purchase  cards 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808 -GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS 

Needed  to  present  fun  hands-on  activi- 
ties in  schools  and  at  b-day  parties.  Car 
and  exp.  with  kids  req'd.  No  science 
background  needed.  Exciting  activities 
such  as  slime  and  rockets.  Pay:  $20-$25/l 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5258  Ext  26. 

"        P/T  KENNEL  TECHNICIAN 

Required  (or  animal  hospital  near  U  of 
T.  Please  fax  resume  Attn:  Jill  at  416-537- 
3652. 


BSMT  APT  FOR  RENT 

Beautiful,  large  &  sunny  bsmt.  apt.  with 
independent  entrance.  1  bdr,  large  living 
room,  IKEA  kitchen,  bathroom  &  laun- 
dry room.  Window  in  every  room,  just 
renovated.  Dupont  &  Christie,  3  buses  at 
the  corner,  10  min  to  U  of  T  campus.  $820 
all  inclusive,  available  immediately.  (416) 
530-9717. 

BATHURST/WILSON 
(FURNISHED  OR  UNFURNISHED) 

Lrg  New  1  bdrm  Bsmt  Apt.  Separate 
entrance.  Great  location,  2  min  wlk  to 
TTC.  Cable,  util,  a/c,  laundry  Incl.  Prefer 
quiet,  non  smok,  no  pts.  avail  immed. 
416-398-3663. 


Classifieds 

ELLESMERE&MORNINGSIDE 

2  bedroom  Luxury  Condo  to  share.  5  mins 
to  U  of  T.  Rm  &  Board,  linen  serv.,  internet, 
cable,  gym,  sauna,  tennis.  $700.00/mth. 
416-283-9317. 


DOWNTOWN  PARKING  AVAILABLE 

Indoor  parking  in  a  modern  condo  build- 
ing w/security.  College  &  Yonge  area.  $60 
p/month  or  1  year  for  $600.  For  info  call 
(416)  530-9717. 


ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Basic  cable  (28  channel)  Free  instal- 
lation, 2  mo  half  price.  High  speed 
internet  (7  email  address)  Free  install, 
free  delivery.  1  mo  free,  4  mo/half  price 
(Full  pr.  $44.95).  Light  speed,  free  install, 
4  mo  19.95,  after  full  pr  $29.95/mo.  Free 
cell  phone  with  1-2  yr  contract.  $40/350 
min  in  business  hrs.  Call  any  time:  Leave 
your  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call  you 
back  to  clear  the  order:  416-760-4971. 

WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compunow.  416/539-9443. 


ESSAY  HELP -RESEARCH  AND 
WRITING 

Highly  qualified  graduates  to  help  in  most 
subjects.  Winning  applications,  entrance 
letters  from  dedicated  writing  experts. 
416-960-9042.  www.customessav.com 

UNFINISHED  THESIS 

Thesis  or  dissertation  going  nowhere? 
Try  an  independent,  confidential, 
though  minded  critique  by  a  highly 
qualified  and  experienced  reader/ 
editor  (416)  929-6363. 

INTER-ACTIVE  EDITING 

Papers,  proposals,  applications,  theses, 
manuscripts.  All  types  of  documents: 
academic,  corporate,  government. 
Highly  qualified  and  experienced  Ph.D. 
(McGill  University).  (416)  929-6363. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00  for 
non  -business  ads.  $  0. 25  for  each  word  after  25 .  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  2 1  characters  including 
spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission, 
no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for 
Thursday  issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 
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Working  it  out  with  Woody 


The  sky's  the  limit:  Yoga  fans  stretch  in  front  of  UC  (left)  while  actor  Woody  Harrelson  exercises  with  Convocation  Hall  in  the  background. 

Woody  brings  yoga  to  U  of  T 


by  IAN  HA 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Movie  bad-boy  turned  eco-friend 
Woody  Harrelson  staged  a  mas- 
sive yoga  class  on  King's  College 
Circle  Sunday  morning  as  part 
of  the  actor's  continuing  efforts 
to  make  people  aware  of  pressing 
ecological  issues  and  the  medita- 
tive benefits  of  leg  stretches. 

Babies,  students,  hemp-advo- 
cates, and  fit  yoga  afficionados 
took  part  in  the  hour-and-a-half 
long  class.  Roughly  2,000  partici- 
pants were  led  by  Downward  Dog 
instructors  with  taped  piano  mu- 
sic and  live  drumming.  They  were 
asked  to  "take  their  awareness 
inward"  as  they  were  shepherded 
through  a  series  of  stretches,  arm 
movements  and  breathing  exercis- 
es in  the  style  of  Ashtanga  yoga. 


"Amazing,"  said  Michela  Repele, 
a  freelance  painter  who  recently 
took  up  yoga  as  a  stress  reliever. 
"This  was  a  great  idea." 

After  arriving  late  by  bike  wear- 
ing all-hemp  black  slippers,  red 
shorts  and  a  brown  T-shirt,  Har- 
relson apologized  to  the  anxious 
crowd.  "I'm  not  really  into  the 
establishment  thing,"  he  said  to 
cheers,  but  urged  students  to  ar- 
rive on  time  for  class. 

Harrelson  then  led  the  crowd 
through  Tai-Chi  squatting  exer- 
cises before  letting  a  Downward 
Dog  instructor  take  over.  "I'm  not 
seeing  some  bent  knees  and  it's 
freaking  me  out,"  said  Harrelson. 

The  event  was  similar  to  those 
Harrelson  staged  at  college  cam- 
puses on  his  "Merry  Hempsters" 
tour  along  the  Pacific  Coast 
Highway  in  the  summer  of  2001. 


That  tour  was  Inspired  by  Tom 
Wolfe's  "Electric  Kool-Aid  Acid 
Test."  It  saw  Harrelson  touring 
on  a  biodiesel  bus,  preaching  the 
benefits  of  organic  farming  and- 
environmental  awareness. 

"I  was  quite  blissfully  igno- 
rant," said  Harrelson  about  his 
early  years.  But  after  having  con- 
versations with  Ted  Danson,  who 
has  done  work  with  American 
Oceans,  and  learning  about  land 
issues  in  Montana,  a  change  be- 
gan to  happen.  "Once  I  studied  it 
ecologically,  I  wanred  to  get  into 
it,"  said  Harrelson. 

Harrelson's  yoga  interest  began 
a  decade  ago  when  he  was  work- 
ing up  to  12  hours  a  day  playing 
basketball  on  the  set  of  "White 
Men  Can't  Jump"  and  feeling 
the  strain.  "My  body  was  saying, 
'Stretch!'"    Harrelson  now  prac- 


tices yoga  every  day. 

The  Merry  Hempster  tour  is 
also  the  subject  of  Ron  Mann's 
latest  documentary,  "Go  Fur- 
ther," which  premiered  at  the 
Toronto  International  Film 
Festival  on  Saturday.  The  film 
received  a  10  minute  standing 
ovation.  "It  was  an  extraordinary 
response,"  said  Harrelson. 

Making  the  film  also  changed 
Mann  personally.  "Something 
happened  to  me.  I  was  able  to 
touch  my  toes  the  first  time  in 
50  years."  He  no  longer  eats 
red  meat  and  has  since  lost  50 
pounds.  "It's  not  so  much  about 
yoga.  People  want  an  alternative 
to  a  world  brain  dead. ..It's  em- 
powering to  meet  like-minded 
people." 

Mixed  in  with  the  crowd  was 
Justin  Shells  of  York  University, 


who,  with  friends  Candice  Sher- 
iff and  James  Kett,  have  been 
trying  for  two  days  to  get  Woody 
to  share  in  the  love. 

"Our  plan  was  to  smoke  a  joint 
with  Woody.  Woody  is  a  huge 
pot  activist,"  said  Shells. 

"We  don't  want  to  smoke  his 
pot,"  interrupted  Kett.  "That 
would  be  mean." 

"Tonight  we're  trying  to  find 
him. ..I'm  very  determined  to 
keep  trying,"  said  Shells. 

"I  just  wanna  smoke  a  joint," 
said  a  bleary-eyed  friend  of 
Shells,  after  which  the  group  of 
seven  or  so  left  without  complet- 
ing their  mission. 

Participants  were  sad  to  see  the 
event  end.  Afterwards,  Harrel- 
son was  his  humble  and  open  self, 
speaking  to  admirers  and  signing 
autographs. 


AH  froshed  out:  a  GTA  recap 


by  FEON  CHAU,  SARAH  BARMAK  & 
SKYE  PLOWMAN  

"Save  the  best  for  last"  was  SAC's 
plan  for  this  year's  Frosh  Week. 

Last  Friday  was  SACSTOCK 
Orientation  2003  and  thousands 
of  students  came  out  for  the  event. 
With  the  great  weather,  freebies, 
wrestling  and  live  band,  it  was 
hard  to  believe  that  school  was  just 


around  the  corner. 

SACSTOCK  began  at  noon  with 
the  Clubs  Carnival,  which  filled  the 
streets  of  Hart  House  and  King's 
College  Circle  with  booths  and 
displays.  Many  clubs  and  organi- 
zations handed  out  freebies  such 
as  hats,  whiteboards,  highlighters, 
cotton  candy  and  posters.  L'Oreal 
gave  out  Pure  Zone  samples,  the 
U  of  T  Equity  Gardeners  gave  out 


free  plants  and  Craig  Cook  from 
the  Varsity  Christian  Fellowship 
gave  out  freezies,  which  were  a 
crowd  favourite. 

"It's  a  hot  day  and  we  figure 
people  would  like  some  freezies. 
Our  motto  is  experiencing  and 
accepting  God's  love  and  we  are 
giving  out  freezies  as  part  of  that," 
said  Cook. 

Besides  clubs,  many  of  the  fra- 


ternity houses  also  set  up  display 
booths  hoping  to  recruit  new  mem- 
bers for  the  school  year.  Brandon 
Cook  (not  related  to  Craig  Cook) 
is  a  member  of  Phi  Kappa  Pi  and  is 
proud  and  excited  about  the  com- 
ing year.  "The  excitement  is  the 
same  every  year.  We  get  new  guys 
that  are  looking  to  have  a  good 
time. ..looking  to  help  out  with  the 
community.  We  do  a  lot  of  charity 
work  and  we  raised  a  lot  of  money 
for  Sick  Kids  [hospital]  last  year,  so 
it's  a  good  time." 

When  asked  how  about  he  feels 
having  younger  students  on  cam- 


pus, Craig  smiled  and  gave  the 
following  advice,  "Be  careful.  Obvi- 
ously, there  are  lots  more  younger 
girls  out  there  and  we  all  know 
what  could  happen.  Just  be  care- 
ful and  we  try  to'  keep  our  events 
all  ages." 

Like  Brandon  Cook,  many  stu- 
dents were  concerned  about  drink- 
ing regulations  during  Frosh  Week 
since  there  are  younger  students 
this  year.  But  Andrew  Case,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Blue  Crew  and  one  of  the 
many  volunteers  for  SACSTOCK 

See  TEXTm  page  2 
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Monday,  September  8 

Chorus  Auditions  -  7:30-10:30pm.  Sign  up  and  get  an  audition  song  sheet 
from  the  Hal!  Porter's  Desk.Singer's  Sign-Up  and  First  Rehearsal  --  6:30pm  in 
the  Great  Hall. 

Chamber  Strings  Open  Rehearsal-  7.30pm  m  the  Music  Room. 

Tuesday,  September  9 

Chorus  Auditions  -  7:30-10:30pm.  Sign  up  and  get  an  audition  song  sheet 
from  the  Hall  Porter's  Desk. 

Bridge  Club  First  Play  Date  -  6:30pm  in  the  Reading  Room. 
Symphonic  Band  Open  Rehearsal- 6:30pm  in  the  Great  Hall. 

Wednesday,  September  10 

WIDE  OPEN  HOUSE- 1  l:30am-2pm.  The  House  Party  of  the  year!  See  ad  in 

this  issue. 

Archery  Club  Open  Demonstration  ~  ll:30am-2pm  in  the  Range.  Sign  up  for 
Beginner's  Lesson, 

Amateur  Radio  Club  Open  Meeting-  5:30pm  in  the  South  Dining  Room.  Guest 
speaker.  Refreshments. 

Camera  Club  Open  Meeting-  7-9pm  in  the  Music  Room.  Slide  and  video 
presentation  with  guest  speaker,  Tony  Makepeace,  talking  about  his  journey  to 
Nepal. 

Underwater  Club  Orientation  Meeting-  7pm  in  the  Debates  Room. 

Thursday,  September  11 

Archery  Club  Beginner's  Lesson  -  5:30pm  in  the  Range. 
Orchestra  Open  Rehearsal-  7pm  in  the  Great  Hail. 

ADVANCE  SALES 

Wed.  Oct.  15  TRIVIA  'CHALLENGE  presented  by  the  Graduate  Committee. 
Refreshments,  Cash  Bar,  Hot  and  Coid  Hors  d'oeuvres,  dessert  table  and  great 
prizes.  Mix  and  mingle,  test  your  trivia  knowledge.  (6pm  reception,  7pm 
Challenge).  Great  Hail.  Pre-purchase  your  tickets  prior  to  Sep. 30  in  person  at 
the  Hall  Porter's  Desk  or  call  416.978.2452.  Open  to  alumni  members,  recent 
grads  and  students  of  UofT.  $15  alumni  members  and  UofT  Alumni/$10 
students. 

The  Graduate  Committee  DINNER  SERIES  2003-2004  -  6  extraordinary 
Wednesday  evenings  with  outstanding  speakers.  Oct,  22  -  Lin  Whitman.  "The 
Renaissance  of  the  Guild  Inn",  Nov,  19  William  Humphries,  "Canada's  Role  to 
Preserve  and  Open  the  Collections  of  the  Hermitage"Dec.  3  -  Claudia  Hepburn, 
"Educational  Choices  for  Ontario".  Jan.  14  -  Christopher  Moore,  "Confederation 
Politics";  Feb.  11  -  The  Honourable  Flora  MacOonald,  "Peace  Through 
Negotiation",  Mar.  11-  Brock  Fenton.  "Bats  and  the  Environment".  Series 
packages  available  at  the  Membership  Services  Office  416.978.4732.  Single 
tickets:  Alumni  members/guests  $45,  U  of  T  students  $25. 
The  Gallery  Club  Committee  2003  WINE  SEMINAR  SERIES  Thursday  evenings 
with  expert  Lloyd  Evans  of  "The  Case  for  Wine":  Nov.  6  Sauvignon  Blanc,  Nov. 
13  Zinfandels,  Nov.  20  Malbec  Wines  from  Argentina  and  France.  Series  tickets 
only.  Alumni  members/guests  $80,  U  of  T  students  $60.  Tickets  available  at  the 
Membership  Services  Office,  1st  floor  or  call  416  978-4732. 

ART  416.978.8398 

TheJustina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery-  "The  Male  as  Muse:  The  influence  of  the 
Masculine  Mainstream  of  Women  Artists  of  the  1920s  to  1940s".  Runs 
September  2  to  October  2, 

The  Arbor  Room  -  iacek  Gwizdka.  Photographs.  Sep.  2-Oct.  12. 

ATHLETICS  416.978.2447 

Student  Locker  Rentals  -  Women's  locker  rentals  begin  on  Monday,  September  8. 

Men's  student  locker  rentals  begin  on  Tuesday,  September  9.  Register  in  person  in 

the  Membership  Sereices  Office. 

Aikido  Demo  -  'vVed.  Sep.  10  at  4pm  in  the  Activities  Room. 

Yoga  andPilates  Classes  Only-  Registration  begins  Bam,  Thursday  September  11 

in  the  Membership  Services  Office. 

Judo  Demo  -  Thurs,  Sep.  1 1  at  6pm  in  the  Activities  Room. 

Athletics  Classes  (other  than  Yoga  and  Piiates)  begin  registration  at  Bam,  Friday, 

September  12  in  the  Membership  Services  Office. 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE 

Box  Office:  416.978.8668  www.harthousetheatre.ca 
2003-2004  Season  opens  with  Shakespeare's  timeless  romantic  comedy 
AS  YOU  LIKE  IT.  directed  by  David  Gardner.  3-week  run  from  Sep.  10-27. 
Week  1  Wed.-Sat.  8pm.  Week  2  Fri.  &  Sat.  8pm  and  Sat.  2pm.  Week  3  Wed.- 
Sat.  8pm  and  Sat.  2pm.  $15/$12  students  &  seniors, Discover  off- 
Broadway  on-campus.  Order  your  4Play  ($48/$36)  or  3Play  (S36/$30) 
subscription  and  get  ONE  FREE  TICKET  to  THE  IBSEN  PROJECT  Animated 
Staged  Readings  of  Ibsen's  Last  3  Plays  featuring  John  Neville  and  friends, 
Oct.  24-26  at  8pm. 

GETTHENEWSONRAOmnG  in  to  BEYOND  THE  CLASSROOM,  a  weekly 
radio  show  on  ClUT  89.5FM  that  highlights  Hart  House  programmes  and 
upcoming  events.  Tuesdays  from  12  noon  to  1:00p.m. 


FROSH 


Heaven  sent:  Two  U  of  T  students  wear  their  alliances  somewhere  besides  their  sleeves. 


said  SAC  did  a  good  job  in  accom- 
modating everybody. 

"For  the  most  part,  people  un- 
derstand everybody  is  younger  so 
we  have  to  make  accommodations. 
For  those  who  are  older,  they  can 
always  make  arrangements  for 
that.  But  no,  as  far  as  I  can  see, 
everybody  is  happy  that  we've  ac- 
commodated everybody.  There's 
something  for  everybody." 

Case  was  impressed  with  how  ev- 
erything had  turned  out.  "It's  been 
absolutely  amazing.  It's  totally  in- 
credible. People  come  in  and  have 
great  spirits  and  I  think  everybody 
is  working  to  make  it  totally  amaz- 
ing for  everybody.  We  started  in 
May  to  get  things  rolling  and  ev- 
erything came  together  in  the  past 
weeks.  We  handed  out  about  7,500 
frosh  kits.  So  it's  coming  smoothly," 
said  Case. 

Students  from  the  Scarborough 
and  Mississauga  campuses  also 
came  out  to  be  part  of  the  celebra- 
tion. 

SCARBOROUGH 

Frosh  activities  at  U  of  T's 
Scarborough  Campus  were  in  full 
swing  last  week,  as  2,575  new  UTSC 
students  were  welcomed  to  the 
campus  with  sports,  speeches,  and 
scads  of  cheap  food.  The  record 
number  of  frosh  got  introduced 


to  the  place  they'll  call  home  for 
the  next  three  to  four  years,  and 
learned  to  scream  out  its  name  as 
loudly  as  possible-over  and  over. 

"The  number  alone  was  just 
overwhelming,"  said  Luciano 
Moro,  a  Link  (the  intermediate 
step  between  residence  assistants 
and  students)  at  UTSC's  residence 
village.  Like  the  rest  of  the  campus, 
Scarborough  residences  had  a  huge 
increase  in  enrollment  this  year. 
"But  it  was  to  be  expected.  We  were 
ready  for  it,"  Moro  said. 

Although  official  frosh  week  ac- 
tivities started  on  Wednesday,  stu- 
dents moving  into  residence  took 
part  in  events  on  Monday  and  Tues- 
day as  well.  The  Student  Residence 
Council  headed  activities  that 
included  meet  'n'  greet  games,  bon- 
fires, and  more  free  food.  A  party 
in  UTSC's  Meeting  Place  Tuesday 
night  drew  the  highest  attendance 
of  any  residence  pub  in  memory, 
according  to  SRC  President  Paul 
Hunter. 

Students  also  got  to  take  part  in 
a  24-hour  interactive  play  put  on 
by  UTSC's  Drama  Society.  Drama 
members  staged  20-minute  skits 
in  which  frosh  were  chosen  to  take 
part.  The  audience  also  picked  an 
object,  a  place,  and  a  relationship 
which  the  play  would  be  based 
around.  Audience  choices  included 
lesbians,  a  priest  and  a  nun,  and 


U.S.  President  Bush  and  his  intern. 

As  part  of  Scarborough's  massive 
wave  of  constuction,  the  town- 
house  residence  village  now  has  a 
brand  new  four-storey  apartment 
complex,  built  this  past  year  in 
order  to  accommodate  the  double 
cohort. 

But  not  all  of  the  campus's  five 
new  additions  have  gone  off  so 
smoothly.  The  Academic  Resource 
Centre,  whose  outside  features 
shiny  copper  panels,  has  delayed  its 
opening  date  by  a  week  to  Sept.  15. 
The  blackout  which  swept  Ontario 
in  August  was  reportedly  the  culprit 
that  set  back  the  digital  library  and 
classroom  complex,  although  how 
exactly  it  caused  the  delay  is  uncer- 
tain. Now,  more  than  one  professor 
is  feeling  ruffled  for  having  to  teach 
a  class  or  two  in  the  gym. 

UTSC  orientation  week  offi- 
cially began  Wednesday,  with  ac- 
tivities run  by  the  newly  SAC-free 
(since  dropping  out  last  Spring) 
Scarborough  Campus  Students' 
Union.  In  addition  to  the  usual 
sports  in  the  wooded  valley  area 
and  barbecque  lunch,  students  were 
treated  to  a  hilarious  performance 
by  Toronto  drag  troupe  the  B-Girlz. 
The  Girlz  were  invited  jointly  by 
Cultural  Affairs  and  the  Lesbian, 
Gay,  Bi,  Transgendered,  and  Queer 
campus  resource  to  both  entertain 
and  raise  awareness  and  acceptance 
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Fashion  faux-pas?  First-year  medical  students  unite  through  uniform  pants  at  frosh. 
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of  Scarborough's  frequently  invis- 
ible queer  community. 

But  by  far  the  biggest  day  of 
the  week  was  Friday.  That  was 
when  UTSC  trekked  downtown 
for  Shinerama,  where  frosh  shined 
shoes  along  Bay  St.  to  raise  funds 
for  cystic  fibrosis  research.  Though 
a  popular  rez  event  each  year,  this 
time  SCSU  involved  all  of  frosh  in 
Shinerama,  making  the  scale-not 
to  mention  the  amount  of  change 
taken  from  businessmen's  pock- 
ets-far, far  larger  in  comparison. 

Not  all  first-years  enjoyed  the 
week  so  much,  since  many  interna- 
tional students  received  their  orien- 
tation packages  too  late  to  register 
in  time  for  events,  which  had  wait- 
ing lists.  Despite  these  setbacks, 
UTSC's  first  week  was  successful 
overall. 


ERINDALE 

Erindale  frosh  enjoyed  three  fun- 
filled  days  at  "True  Blue  Orienta- 
tion 2003"  last  week.  This  year's 
Frosh  Week,  run  by  ECSU  and 
SAC,  began  Thursday  with  learn- 
ing games,  cheers,  and  names  at 
the  PlayFair.  That  night,  The  Blind 
Duck  Pub  hosted  "Night  at  the 
Duck,"  a  dry  event. 

"There  was  no  alcohol  at  the 
pub,"  said  Lejla,  19.  "I  don't  think  a 
lot  of  people  went." 

On  Friday,  UTM  frosh  headed  to 
St.  George  for  SAC  day,  which  in- 
cluded a  parade,  improv  entertain- 
ment, as  well  as  lunch  and  dinner. 
That  night,  UTM  students  were  on 
the  bus  to  North  York,  where  they 
spent  the  night  skating  at  The  Rinx 
Entertainment  Complex.  Saturday 
afternoon,  many  were  out  on  the 
north  field  playing  basketball,  soc- 
cer, or  just  sitting  listening  to  music 


KARA  DILLON 

Bird's  eye  view:  Froshers  snake  through  the  club  booths  in  front 
of  Hart  House  on  Friday. 


at  The  Frosh  Olympics.  Others 
opted  to  rest  up  for  the  I  Mother 
Earth  concert,  presented  by  ECSU 
and  Vibe  radio. 

"It's  been  really  awesome,"  says 
Ryan,  a  frosh  leader  and  second  year 


student.  "We  have  a  great  frosh, 
with  lots  of  energy.  They  were  even 
making  up  their  own  cheers  on  the 
way  to  Toronto!"  While  most  frosh 
leaders  loved  the  experience,  some 
found  it  to  be  frustrating  at  times. 


Interview  with  Screech 


by  FEON  CHAU 
VARSITY  STAFF 


One  of  the  highlights  for  Frosh  Week 
this  year  is  the  Anger  Management 
loi  Wrestling  Tour  at  the  Varsity 
Arena  starring  Dustin  Diamond  (a.k.a. 
Screech  from  Saved  by  the  Bell).  The 
Varsity  sat  down  with  Dustin  before 
the  show  and  chatted  with  him  just  to 
see  what  he  has  been  up  to  since  the 
Bell  stopped  ringing. 

Varsity:  How  did  you  get  hooked  up  with 
this  wrestling  tour? 

Dustin:  I'm  actually  not  on  the 
wrestling  tour.. .I'm  doing  this  as  a 
favour  for  a  buddy.  I  also  know  a  lot  of 
the  guys  on  the  tour  and  they  needed 
someone  to  represent  them,  you  know, 
for  the  management,  so  I'm  taking 
that  on.  Aside  from  that,  I'm  also  out 
here  for  Yuks  Yuks.  I  do  comedy  all 
over  the  U.S.  and  all  over  Canada.  I 
also  have  a  movie  with  David  Spade 
called  Dickie  Roberts  and  it's  coming 
out  on  Friday. 

Varsity:  How  long  have  you  been  doing 
this  tour? 

Dustin:  This  is  my  third  or  fourth 
event  at  a  wrestling  show  and  I've  only 
wrestled  once. 

V:  How  did  you  like  it? 

D:  I  don't  like  it  too  much  because  I 
lost  and  it  was  a  sort  of  painful  experi- 
ence. So  I  leave  it  to  the  athletes  to 
actually  get  in  there  and  work. 

V:  Do  you  travel  to  other  campuses  in 
Catuida  and  in  the  states? 

D:  Yeah,  I  do  a  lot  of  campuses  here 
and  colleges  in  the  states.  I've  done 
about  II  or  12  appearances  out  here 
and  then  from  California  to  New  York 
to  Florida  and  every  state. ..I've  done 
maybe  700  colleges. 

V:  Tell  me  about  your  instructional  chess 


video. 

D:  Yeah,  I  teach  for  the  U.S.  Chess 
Federation  and  I  put  out  an  instruc- 
tional chess  video.  It's  the  first  instruc- 
tional video  to  incorporate  comedy 
with  it  and  the  first  video  for  kids  so 
that  they  can  watch  it  and  not  get 
bored.  It's  for  kids  around  ages  5  -12. 

V:  Why  Chess? 

D:  I  like  Chess.  Chess  reflects  life. 

V:  Tell  me  about  your  stand-up.  What's 
your  material  like? 

D:  I  do  an  adult  show.  It's  adult 
material.  It's  not  a  Screech  show,  it's  a 
Dustin  Diamond  show.  I  get  out  there 
and  I  talk  about  the  show  a  little  bit, 
what's  it  like  to  be  on  it... I  talk  about 
what's  it  like  to  be  an  actor  and  about 
being  me.  Then  I  gear  into  more  about 
my  personal  take  on  life.  I've  got  a 
whole  lot  of  good  reactions  and  a  few 
bad  ones,  [laughs] 

V:  Tell  me  about  the  bad  ones. 

D:  Ahh,  everyone  wants  to  know 
about  the  negatives,  don't  they?  Well, 
the  few  bad  ones  I've  got  are  people 
that  can't  separate  reality  from  fantasy. 
They  want  to  see  me  as  the  character. 
They  want  me  to  be  up  there  goofy,  in 
goofy  clothes  doing  Saturday  morning 
jokes.  Those  are  the  people  that  will 
never  wake  up  to  reality.  They  are  the 
people  who  see  a  cartoon  and  believe 
it's  real  so  I  can't  be  held  responsible 
for  them. 

V:  What  do  you  do  in  your  spare  time 
when  you  are  not  working? 

D:  I'm  always  working. 

V:  Do  you  not  get  tired? 

D:  Of  course  I  get  tired.  I'm  tired 
right  now.  I  slept  until  4  today.  Out 
of  the  last  14  months,  I've  been  home 
67  days.  But  I  design  video  games  for 
fun.  But  it's  not  your  high-tech  super 
graphic  games... I  like  point-and-click 


simple  ones: 

V:  With  your  hectic  schedule  and  lack  of 
sleep,  how  do  you  stay  sane? 

D:  I  don't.  I  don't  think  my  head  is 
wired  right.  But  that's  just  something 
you  gotta  deal  with. 

V:  Do  you  have  any  odd  habits? 

D:  Yeah,  I  play  chess.  And  I  do 
stand-up,  that's  odd. 

V:  Do  you  have  a  prlfriend? 

D:  Yes  I  do. 

V:  Do  you  have  any  words  of  wisdom  to 
students? 

D:  I  guess  it's  just  everything  that 
you  do,  there  will  always  be  people  that 
are  going  to  support  you  and  people 
that  are  going  to  knock  you  down.  And 
you  just  have  to  ignore  those  who  want 
you  to  fail  and  really  do  your  thing. 

V:  What  do  you  see  yourself  doing  in  the 
future? 

D:  I  don't  know.  I'm  26  and  the 
world  changes  so  rapidly  but  I'm  al- 
ways going  to  be  doing  things.  I  don't 
know  what  they  are  going  to  be. 

V:  What  do  you  think  about  American 
Idol? 

D:  I  think  it's  good  for  them  but 
I  think  they  are  going  to  get  a  bet- 
ter taste  of  reality  the  second  that 
people  get  tired  of  them  and  they  are 
forgotten.  All  of  a  sudden  they  can't 
get  work.  I'm  not  saying  it's  definitely 
going  to  happen  but  there  is  a  good 
chance. ..you  know,  one  hit  wonders. 
As  long  as  they  are  grounded  and  have 
a  back  up  plan  in  life,  then  I  think 
that's  good. 

V:  Do  you  still  keep  in  touch  with  your 
fans? 

D:  Yeah,  I  have  a  Web  site: 
dustindiamond.net,  but  not  .com.  be- 
cause .com  is  a  hoax  Web  site  that  my 
lawyers  are  shutting  down  right  now. 
Mine  is  .net. 
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EXHIBITS  &  GREAT  FOOD 

11:30  am -2  pm 

ENTER  ONE  OF  OUR  2  DRAWS  TO  WIN 

A  TRIP  FROM  STA  TRAVEL 

A  LAPTOP  FROM  DELL 

A  GIFT  CERTIFICATE  FROM 
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HOT  YOGA 

Bikram  Yoga  Method 


720  Spadina  Ave. 
Suite  306 

416-961-9530 

Classes  Daily 

www.hotyoga.ca 


$Ot%  INTRODUCTORY 
(C.%J   WEEK  SPECIAL 


SOWalmalid 
Uoof- Spadina 


Newly  renovated  & 
painted  1  Bedroom 
$950/month 
Near  Subway, 
Avail  immediately 
Call  416-964-1358 
or 
Pager 
416-582-7538 


designer  frames  •  on-site  lab  ■  high  quality  lenses 


Doctors 

jerry  Nolfi  |  Upen  Kawale 


optometrists 


'1j  eye  exams  •  eyeglasses  ■  contact  lenses 
'^^^y*  laser  surgery  consultations 

MANUIIFE  CENTRE  ■  55  BLOOR  ST.  W.  (AT  BAY)  •  416-966  I955 
www.torontoeyecare.com 


THE  HIGHEST 


>  Provide  coaching  &  mentoring  for 
doctoral  dissertation,  master's  thesis,  etc. 

•  Provide  assistance  in  application  to 
graduate  school,  employment,  etc. 

porta  I  com  m@aol  .com 
(514)  989-8880 


What  does  SGS  Council  do? 

SGS  Council  is  primarily  responsible 
for  establishing  policies  and 
procedures  concerning  the 
administration  and  quality  of  graduate 
studies  at  the  University  of  Toronto. 


SGS  Council  considers: 

changes  in  SGS  policy 
new  degree  proposals 
new  program  proposals 
changes  in  admission 
requirements 

changes  in  program  regulations 
fellowships  and  awards  policy 
reports  of  ad  hoc  committees 
review  reports  of  SGS 
centres/institutes 
other  matters  as  appropriate 


Nomination  forms  are  available 
from: 

SGS  Website 

School  of  Graduate  Studies 
Graduate  departments 
Graduate  centres/institutes 
Graduate  Students  Union 


SGS  Council  2003 
By-Electlon 

Nominations  are 
now  Open 


Vacant  Seats: 


2      Full  members  of 
graduate  faculty 

in  Social  Sciences 


3      Graduate  students 

in  Social  Sciences 


Eligibility: 

Candidates  must  be  full  members 
(non-Emeritus)  of  the  graduate 
faculty  or  registered  graduate 
students  in  Division  II,  the  Social 
Sciences. 


Term  of  ofRce: 

Terms  begin  July  1,  2003. 

Faculty  members  normally  serve  a 
three  year  term  of  office. 

Student  members  may  opt  for  a 
one  or  two  year  term  of  office,  to  a 
maximum  of  three  consecutive 
years. 


For  more  information  contact:  416-946-3427 
Steve  Rutchinski,  School  of  Graduate  Studies,  65  St.  George  Street 

Nominations  Close  at  5:00  p.m.  September  17,  2003 


Consent  questions  creep 
up  on  campus 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF  


Though  the  bumper  crop  of  fresh- 
men brought  in  by  the  double  cohort 
are  sure  to  bring  a  lot  of  energy  to 
U  of  T  this  year,  they  bring  with 
them  some  very  important  questions 
about  what  to  do  when  the  real  par- 
tying begins. 

For  the  most  part,  age  of  consent 
issues  will  not  change  on  campus, 
says  law  professor  Martha  Shaffer. 
"The  law  is  complicated  and  it's 
simple.  ..the  age  of  consent  is  14." 

The  only  exceptions  to  the  law 
regard  those  in  positions  of  power 
having  sex  with  minors,  meaning 
that  a  21-year  old  student  could  have 
sex  with  a  15-year  old  student,  but  a 
21-year  old  guardian  of  that  minor 
could  not.  The  other  exception  is  in 
regards  to  anal  intercourse,  which  is 
strictly  illegal  for  anyone  under  the 


age  of  18,  unless  they  are  married. 
The  catch  to  this  is  that  to  get  mar- 
ried before  the  age  of  18  in  Ontario, 
the  parties  must  have  their  parents' 
permission.  According  to  Shaffer, 
the  real  issues  revolve  around  the 
consent  itself 

"The  person  who  initiates  sexual 
contact  must  have  consent  for  every 
act  before  you  initiate,"  she  notes, 
adding  that  "silence  is  not  consent," 
although  verbal  consent  is  not  neces- 
sary, as  long  as  the  body  language 
(ie  jumping  on  top  of  the  person)  is 
explicit. 

Despite  the  legalities  of  the  issue, 
some  groups  around  campus  are  still 
treading  lightly. 

The  parties  held  at  the  Sigma  Chi 
frat  house  this  year  will  once  again 
be  licensed,  meaning  no  one  under 
19  can  enter,  killing  any  age  of  con- 
sent issues  at  the  door.  "Our  rules 
are  constant,"  says  frat  president 


Asif  Hossain,  adding  that  tickets  for 
Sigma  Chi  parties  are  pre-sold,  and 
I.D.  is  checked  again  at  the  door. 
"That's  a  pretty  good  precaution  in 
itself  because  we  usually  know  who 
we're  selling  to." 

Along  with  party  precautions, 
Hossain  notes  that  the  fraternity 
provides  seminars  on  dating  and 
how  to  steer  clear  of  sketchy  situ- 
ations. "Most  of  the  guys  are  very 
well-versed  in  terms  of  how  to  act  on 
campus  anyway,"  he  adds. 

Just  because  you  can  do  something, 
doesn't  mean  you  have  to,  says  Beja- 
min  Milam  of  the  Sexual  Education 
and  Peer  Counselling  Centre  on 
campus.  He  cautions  all  parentally 
liberated  youngsters  on  campus  not 
to  jump  into  something  too  soon. 
"Remember  there  is  a  large  distinc- 
tion between  love  and  sex,"  says 
Milam,  adding  that  "if  something  is 
suspicious,  don't  do  it." 


KARA  DILLON 

A  MINOR  THREAT?  A  younger  fresh  class  means  senior  students  will  have  to  think  twice  before  picking 
up  this  year. 

Once  again,  Ontario  gets 
hit  with  tuition  increases 


bySHAKIRHAQ 


Undergraduate  students  attend- 
ing universities  in  Ontario  this 
year  can  expect  to  pay  an  average 
tuition  fee  of  $4,923.  This  figure 
represents  a  5.5  per  cent  increase 
from  the  previous  year's  average 
of  $4,665. 

The  fees  have  increased  35  per 
cent  and  a  137  per  cent  from  five 
and  10  years  ago,  respectively. 
According  to  Statistics  Canada, 
Ontario  is  second  only  to  Nova 
Scotia,  whose  average  is  $5,557, 
and  has  been  for  the  past  five 
/ears.  The  average  tuition  fees  in 
Ontario  are  approximately  double 
those  of  Newfoundland  and  Lab- 
rador ($2,606)  and  triple  those  of 


Quebec  ($1,862).  But,  it  is  not  only 
academic  expenses  that  are  rising 
at  an  alarming  rate.  Currently, 
Ontario  ranks  first  for  average  ad- 
ditional compulsory  fees  at  $694 
an  8.8  per  cent  increase  since  last 
year. 

Joel  DufT,  Ontario  chairperson 
of  the  Canadian  Federation  of 
Students,  believes  the  root  cause 
of  this  rapid  ascent  in  fees  lies  with 
the  political  leadership  in  On- 
tario. He  describes  their  agenda 
as  "[profiting  from}  what  is  essen- 
tially a  public  service."  Since  1998, 
the  mount  in  fees  is  essentially  a 
result  of  the  elimination  of  public 
control.  Duff  believes  Ontario  fees 
have  not  risen  at  a  more  alarming 
rate  due  to  "marginal  [victories]" 


such  as  the  recent  installation  of 
a  two  per  cent  annual  cap  on  Arts 
and  Science  fees.  "It  has  never 
been  the  case  that  our  government 
has  [raised  tuition]  to  better  edu- 
cation," he  says. 

Duff  presents  the  following  solu- 
tion to  Ontario  residents,  which  in 
his  opinion  will  obliterate  the  ris- 
ing trend.  "We  have  to  make  this 
election  about  education,"  he  says, 
and  makes  the  plea  that  if  a  party 
has  not  displayed  a  focus  on  post- 
secondary  education  in  their  plan, 
they  should  not  win.  He  strongly 
advises  students  and  parents  to 
vote  because  essentially,  if  anyone 
can  force  the  rise  in  fees  to  plateau 
and  optimally  decline,  it  is  princi- 
pally students  and  their  parents. 
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Bookstore  strike  averted 


by  LESLEY  TRITES 

VARSITY  STAFF 


U  of  T  Press  workers  avoided  a 
strike  "at  the  last  minute,"  says 
CUPE  national  representative 
Mary  Catherine  McCarthy. 

An  agreement  was  reached  be- 
tween union  negotiators  and  man- 
agement on  Aug.  i8.  The  workers 
voted  in  favour  of  the  agreement 
later  that  night. 

The  workers  in  question  were  33 
shipping  and  receiving  employees 
at  the  U  of  T  Bookstore  on  College 
Street  and  the  Downsview  Distribu- 
tion Division.  They  are  members  of 
Local  3261  of  the  Canadian  Union 
of  Public  Employees  (CUPE). 

Originally,  the  issues  "were 
mostly  about  being  able  to  make 
economic  advancements,"  says  Mc- 
Carthy. "Over  the  last  10  years," 
she  says,  "their  wages  have  only 
increased  by  six  per  cent  {and}  have 
fallen  behind  when  you  consider 
inflation." 

CUPE  3261  President  Mehdi 
Kouhestaninejad  explained  that 
during  negotiations,  "the  issue  de- 
railed from  wage  increase  to  job  se- 
curity" when  U  of  T  Press  decided 
to  lay  off  five  workers  in  the  Downs- 
view  Distribution  Division. 

The  workers  "ended  up  accepting 
only  a  two  per  cent  wage  increase, 
whereas  most  university  workers 
have  gotten  three  per  cent,"  says 
McCarthy.  She  adds  that  the  U  of 
T  Press  employees  "expect  similar 
gains  that  other  university  workers 
get,  and  U  of  T  Press  was  refusing." 

McCarthy  says  labour  problems 


arise  because  though  U  of  T  Press 
is  owned  by  U  of  T,  it  is  run  as  a 
separate  business  and  has  an  "arm's 
length  relationship"  to  the  univer- 
sity. 

After  a  previous  offer  was  rejected, 
U  of  T  Press  improved  job  security 
language  in  the  contract.  Besides 
the  two  per  cent  wage  increase,  the 
"grievances  were  resolved  by  {U  of 
T  Press]  returning  the  five  workers 
to  work,"  says  McCarthy.  Two  of 
the  five  workers  were  recalled  to 
permanent  positions,  and  the  other 
three  have  been  re-employed  full- 
time  at  least  until  November. 

McCarthy  adds  that  they've  only 
accepted  a  one-year  agreement  "be- 
cause the  wages  were  not  very  good" 
and  says  that  they  "hope  to  be  back 
in  bargaining."  CUPE  will  also  con- 
tinue to  monitor  U  of  T  Press'  use 
of  part-time  workers.  This  round 
of  negotiations  did  not  include  the 
bookstore's  part-time  employees, 
whose  contract  is  coming  up  at  the 
end  of  October. 

Though  workers  "accepted  that 
we  were  able  to  get  some  measure 
of  job  security  and  modest  wage  in- 
crease," says  McCarthy,  it  was  "not 
good  enough  to  sign  on  to  a  several 
year  contract."  They  were  happy 
they  were  "able  to  resolve,  avoid 
a  strike,  and  get  the  five  workers 
their  jobs  back." 

Kouhestaninejad  says  that  they 
were  "unhappy  because  the  agree- 
ment didn't  go  as  planned,  but  on 
the  other  hand,  the  issues  are  still 
on  the  table." 

U  of  T  Press  was  unavailable  for 
comment. 


Life  in  the  Colony 


The  recently  purchased 
Colony  Hotel  allowed  U  of  T 
to  ease  the  student  housing 
crunch,  but  what  is  it  like  to 
live  there? 

JESSICA  HOLLOWAY  fills  us  in. 


Monday 

My  experience  at  89  Chestnut  Street 
began  at  12:30  pm  on  Monday,  Sept. 
I.  It  was  not  busy  and  was  okay  for 
unloading  and  parking.  As  I  was 
standing  in  a  lineup  to  receive  a  big 
brown  envelope  containing  a  card 
key,  room  number,  information 
about  the  laundry  etc.,  the  fire  alarm 
began  to  wail.  A  voice  came  over  the 
intercom  in  the  lobby  saying  that 
we  were  to  all  evacuate  the  building 
while  the  firemen  checked  out  what 
was  happening.  After  a  few  minutes 
of  several  students  standing  outside 
the  residence  with  all  of  their  be- 
longings, the  alarm  went  off  and 
people  were  able  to  go  back  inside. 

Chestnut  has  a  beautiful  lobby. 
Leading  ofi^  to  the  left  is  a  lounge 
where  students  can  play  pool,  relax 
and  watch  television  on  a  big  screen 
TV.  There  is  a  cafeteria  leading  to 
the  right  that  has  a  wide  selection 
of  food  and  doesn't  look  like  it  has 
been  sitting  out  for  a  week.  When  I 
saw  all  of  this  I  began  thinking  that 
U  of  T  was  trying  to  compensate 
us  for  the  15-20  minute  walk  from 
campus. 

On  the  first  day  the  only  thing 
that  I  was  annoyed  with  was  how 
long  the  line-up  was  to  get  into  an  el- 
evator. The  line-up  only  took  about 


DENNIS  CHOQurrrE 

Living  the  life  :  Two  Colony  Hotel  residents  kick  back  in  their 
swanky  lounge. 


10  minutes,  but  I  would  have  waited 
an  hour  rather  than  having  to  haul 
all  of  my  things  to  one  of  the  top 
floors  of  the  27-storey  building. 

As  I  walked  into  my  new  room  I 
saw  that  my  roommate  had  already 
been  there  and  unpacked.  She  had 
left  me  the  window  side  of  the  room 
with  a  view  of  the  water  and  the  CN 
Tower.  The  rooms  are  nice  and  spa- 
cious. We  both  get  a  double  bed,  a 
desk  and  suitable  storage  for  our 
things  with  plenty  of  room  to  spare. 
One  of  the  best  things  about  Chest- 
nut is  the  fact  that  every  room  has  its 
own  bathroom  and  cleaning  service. 
Once  a  week  we  have  someone  come 
in  and  vacuum  the  carpets  as  well  as 
clean  the  bathrooms,  as  long  as  it 
isn't  disgustingly  messy. 

Later  on  that  evening  we  had  a 


floor  meeting  and  went  over  some 
of  the  rules  with  our  don,  mainly 
stuff  that  applies  to  every  residence. 
She  told  us  that  our  voicemail  and 
mail  were  still  being  organized  and 
should  be  up  and  working  soon  as 
well  as  the  Internet.  There  are  still  a 
few  kinks  to  be  worked  out,  however 
the  building  has  gone  through  many 
changes  and  improvements  since  a 
tour  I  received  at  the  beginning  of 
the  summer.  After  this  some  of  the 
people  from  the  floor  did  a  little 
mingling  and  activities  and  I  went 
out  with  my  roommate  and  some 
family  members  for  the  last  time 
before  saying  goodbye. 

Tuesday 
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FACULTY ''/ARTS  &  SCIENCE 


UNIVERSITY  0/  TORONTO 


ARTS  AND  SCIENCE  STUDENTS:  HAVE  A  DIRECT 
IMPACT  ON  THE  QUALITY  OF  YOUR  EDUCATION 

Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science  Student  Elections 

The  Faculty's  Curriculum  Committees  approve  and  monitor  new  courses,  programs  and 
distribution  requirements  proposed  by  a  college  or  department.  The  committee  may  also 
suggest  new  courses,  programs  and  distribution  requirements.  The  following  student 
positions  are  available  on  the  Faculty's  Curriculum  Committees*. 

•  9  student  positions  on  the  Humanities  Curriculum  Committee 

•  11  student  positions  on  the  Science  Curriculum  Committee 

•  5  student  positions  on  the  Social  Science  Curriculum  Committee 

(A  part-time  student  shall  hold  at  least  one  of  the  student  positions  on  each  curriculum 
committee.) 

Students  applying  for  Curriculum  Committee  positions  must  be  taking  a  majority  of 
courses  in  the  Committee  area  for  which  they  are  applying — Humanities  or  Sciences  or 
Social  Sciences  respectively. 

•  In  addition  there  are  4  at-  large  student  positions  to  be  elected  to  the  General 
Committee  of  the  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science  and  on  Faculty  Council 

Election  to  a  Curriculum  Committees  brings  with  it  automatic  membership  on  the 
General  Committee  of  the  Faculty  and  Faculty  Council.  The  General  Committee  formulates 
policy  for  the  Faculty  in  areas  such  as  admissions  and  curriculum  development,  specifies 
regulations  governing  evaluation  and  standing  and  determines  the  general  nature  of  the 
Faculty  timetable.  The  Faculty  Council  meets  at  least  once  a  year  to  consider  the  actions 
of  its  committees  and  subcommittees. 

Nomination  forms  are  available  in  the  Arts  and  Science  Students'  Union  (ASSU)  office, 
Room  1068  Sidney  Smith  Hall  and  the  Association  of  Part-time  Students'  Union  (APUS) 
office,  Room  1089,  Sidney  Smith  Hall,  100  St.  George  Street 

Nonninations  open  Thursday,  September  11  at  noon  and  close  on  Thursday, 
September  18  at  noon. 

Elections  are  on  Thursday,  September  25  from  9:00  a.m.  to  7:00  p.m.  Polls  will  be 
located  in  the  ASSU  Office  and  APUS  Office. 

For  more  information,  contact  Rachel  Kasimer,  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science,  416-978-2799 


2003 


BOOKSALE 


presented  by  the 

Alumni  Association  of 
Woodsworth  College 

University  of  Toronto 
1 1 9  St.  George  Street 


Wednesday,  September  1 7th  •  \  0am-9pm 

Admission:  $2.00  (free  with  student  card) 

Thursday,  September  1 8th  •  1 0am-7pm 

Free  Admission 

Friday,  September  1 9th  •  1 0am-7pm 

Free  Admission 

Saturday,  September  20th  •  1 0am-4pm 

Free  Admission 

Sunday,  September  2 1  st  •  i  0am-2pm 

Free  Admission 

For  further  information, 

call  416-978-S301 

•  Great  selection  Come  on  down 

•  Low  prices  I 

•  Freebies 


Proceeds  fund  student  aid  at 
Woodsworth  College 


6    Monday,  September  8, 2003 
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Preparation  Seminars 


■  Complete  25-Hour  Seminar  Packages 

■  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

■  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

■  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

■  Free  Repeat  Policy 

■  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

■  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

(416)924-3240 
f. 800-269-67 19 


ESL  Teacher  Training  Courses 

■  Intensive  50-hour  TESL  courses 

■  Classroom  management  techniques 

■  Detailed  lesson  planning 

■  Skills  development:  grammar,  pronun- 
ciation, speaking,  reading  and  writing 

■  Comprehensive  teaching  materials 

■  Teaching  practicum  included 

■  Listings  of  schools,  agencies,  and 
recruiters  from  around  the  world 

For  More  Info  Conuct  Oxford  Seminars: 
4(6-924-3240/  1-800-269-6719 


www.oxforclseminars.com  i  www.oxfordseininars.com 
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Have  you  seen  this  computer? 


Protect  your  homework,  personal  information, 
term  papers,  thesis,  projects,  and  your 
expensive  computer 

The  Cksmpucage  computer  antrtheft  device  is 
the  strongest,  yet  simplest  way  to  protect  your 
valuable  information  and  expensive  computer 

Choose   from   a   variety   of  quality 
Compucage    computer  locking 
.  devices    available    at  the 
university  bookstore  or  online  at 
www.compucage.com 


DLX 


BENJI  2 


TOVVER 


COMPUCAGE" 

A  Higher  level  of  security 


Tomorrow's  professionals 
apply  today! 


Apply  on-line! 


OMSAS  vvww.ouac.on.ca/omsas/ 
Ontario  Medical  School  Applicotion  Service 
October  8,  2003 

Last  day  for  registering  for  on-line  opplications 
October  15,  2003  Application  deadline 


OLSAS  www.ouac.on.ca/olsas/ 
Ontario  Law  School  Application  Service 
November  3,  2003  Application  deadline— first-year 
May  3,  2004  Application  deadline— upper  years 


TEAS  www.ouoc.on.ca/teas/ 
Teacher  Education  Application  Service 
December  1,  2003  Application  deadline 


Laptop  deal  for  Arts  &  Science  students 


byCANDICEDEBI 


U  of  T's  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Sciente  is 
offering  top-of-the-line  laptop  com- 
puters at  bargain  prices  through  a  new 
discount  program  for  its  students. 

The  program,  according  to  Paul 
Ruppert,  Director  of  Instructional 
Technology  for  the  Arts  and  Science 
laptop  program,  was  initially  started 
to  create  "a  lower  risk  environment 
for  students  purchasing  computers." 
Currently,  it  offers  a  full  catalogue 
of  models  that  range  from  $i,ooo- 
$4,000  dollars. 

Although  the  program  is  designed 
to  offer  savings  for  students,  some  of 
the  computers  may  still  be  cheaper 
elsewhere.  While  most  of  the  IBM 
models  listed  by  the  program  have  the 
lowest  prices  compared  to  the  compet- 
itors, some  Dell  models  can  be  found 


$ioo-$200  dollars  cheaper  elsewhere. 
Moreover,  most  models  available  by 
the  program  are  the  most  advanced 
models,  so  if  a  starving  student  is  just 
looking  for  the  basics,  much  cheaper 
models  can  also  be  found  at  the  com- 
petitors. 
So  why  bother? 

Paul  Ruppert  explains  that  this  is 
just  a  pilot  project.  If  after  this  year, 
sales  show  that  students  are  interested 
more  in  the  economical  value  and  not 
the  latest  trend,  then  the  program 
will  change  accordingly.  He  says  the 
program  always  encourages  students 
"to  make  the  most  informed  decision," 
whether  they  buy  from  U  of  T  or  else- 
where. The  goal  of  the  program  is  not 
to  make  a  profit,  he  says:  any  money 
generated  will  go  directly  back  to  the 
program.  In  fact,  funds  will  go  towards 
projects  such  as  creating  an  on-campus 


repair  depot  for  the  laptops.  Although 
still  under  negotiations,  the  program 
hopes  to  have  the  campus  repair  depot 
up  and  running  out  of  Robarts  Library 
by  sometime  this  year. 

To  help  students  get  a  feel  for  the 
laptop  that  suits  their  taste,  the  Facul- 
ty of  Arts  and  Science  (in  conjunction 
with  IBM  and  Dell)  set  up  a  viewing 
of  the  models  that  ran  from  Sept.  2-3 
outside  of  the  T-Card  office  at  Robarts 
Library.  The  feedback  from  this  event 
was  positive,  said  Ruppert,  as  students 
had  a  chance  to  ask  Dell  and  IBM 
technicians  questions  about  the  vari- 
ous models  on  display. 

The  goal  of  the  project,  said  Rup- 
pert, was  to  give  students  a  fair 
advantage  in  the  laptop  market.  The 
program's  goal  was  not  to  sell  as  many 
laptops  as  possible,  he  added,  but  "to 
help  students  get  a  better  deal." 


COLON}  ►►Continued  from  page  5 

On  Tuesday  morning  it  was  time  for 
registration.  I  woke  up  at  8:oo  to  be 
able  to  get  ready  and  have  something 
to  eat  and  get  down  there  for  9:30.  In 
order  to  be  a  little  early  for  a  specific 
time  it  is  good  to  leave  Chestnut  25  -30 
minutes  in  advance.  Walking  out  the 
revolving  doors  of  our  building,  some 
people  from  the  residence  and  I  walk 
to  Wetmore  Hall  to  receive  schedules 
and  other  things.  After  receiving 
frosh  kits  and  listening  to  opening 
ceremonies  a  few  of  us  headed  back 
to  Chestnut  to  drop  off  all  the  new 
stuff  we  had.  While  I  was  dropping 
off'things  in  my  room  I  heard  a  voice 
coming  over  an  intercom  in  my  room 
that  I  didn't  even  know  was  there. 
They  were  going  to  be  doing  some 
tests  with  the  electricity  so  the  power 
was  to  be  temporarily  shut  off.  This 
didn't  last  very  long  and  was  bareley 
even  noticeable.  After  relaxing  in  the 
room  for  a  while  with  my  roommate 
and  some  friends  we  went  out  again 
to  participate  in  more  of  the  frosh 
activities.  We  weren't  in  the  hotel 
very  much  today  because  of  the  events 
planned  for  us. 


Wednesday 

My  day  began  with  waking  up  at  6; 
20  to  make  sure  I  was  on  time  to 
check  out  the  U  of  T  women's  rugby 
team.  The  practice  started  at  7:00, 
so  I  had  to  leave  at  6:30.  It  wasn't 
until  the  moment  I  stepped  out  of 
the  hotel  that  I  realized  how  hid- 
eous the  walk  would  be  to  campus 
in  the  winter  and  that  I  needed  to 
figure  out  what  was  going  on  with 
the  street'  cars  before  it  started  to 
snow.  The  route  is  very  simple  from 
Chestnut  to  the  heart  of  the  campus. 
It  simply  requires  making  your  way 
up  to  Dundas,  over  to  University  and 
then  up  to  College.  Once  practice 
was  over  by  9:00,  the  walk  back  to 
Chestnut  felt  50  times  longer. 

After  getting  back  to  the  hotel  and 
grabbing  some  breakfast,  my  room- 
mate and  I  decided  to  relax  in  the 
room  and  skip  the  running  around 
the  student  council  had  planned 
for  us  that  moment.  The  building 
is  still  going  through  several  tests 
to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  students. 
From  around  10:00  to  later  on  that 
day  the  fire  alarm  would  sporadically 
go  off.  The  man  on  the  intercom  told 
us  to  disregard  this  until  otherwise 


notified. 

There  are  two  main  advantages 
and  two  main  disadvantages  that  I 
can  see  to  being  at  Chestnut  at  this 
time.  Of  course  for  the  disadvan- 
tages, number  one  would  have  to  be 
the  distance  to  every  class  (especially 
at  night),  and  number  two  is  the  fact 
that  this  residence  costs  more  to  live 
in,  more  than  Si, 000  more.  The 
advantages,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
that  it  is  an  excellent  establishment 
to  live  in  for  a  year,  with  many  luxu- 
ries offered  to  us.  Also,  the  students 
at  Chestnut  are  away  from  what  can 
be  referred  to  as  the  "U  of  T  bubble" 
and  can  experience  and  get  to  know 
Toronto  better  for  future  years 
where  we  will  not  be  confined  to 
campus.  After  visiting  the  cafeteria 
a  few  times  for  random  meals,  more 
frosh  activities  were  to  be  enjoyed 
including  Sex  with  Sue  at  Con  Hall 
where  Sue  Johanson  lectured  stu- 
dents on  safe  sex  and  various  topics, 
and  a  boat  cruise  where  New  College 
students  got  to  dance  and  mingle. 
After  this  it  was  back  to  Chestnut 
and  off  to  bed. 


Part  two  will  appear  in  the  Sept. 
IT  issue  of  the  Varsity 
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ORPAS  www.ouac.on.ca/orpas/ 
Ontario  Rehabilitation  Sciences  Programs 
Application  Service 
(Audiology,  Occupafional  Therapy, 
Physical  Therapy/Physiotherapy, 
Speech-Language  Pathology) 
January  15,  2004  Application  deadline 


214  College  Street 

Discover  your  Student  Services: 

Career  Centre,  Counselling  and  Learning  Skills,  Family  Care  Office, 
First  Nations  House,  Health  Service,  International  Student  Centre, 
Psychiatric  Service,  Student  Housing  Service 
and  much,  much  more! 
Also  participating  are  Student  Affairs  and  Accessibility  Services. 

Enter  our  draw  for  free  textbooks  (courtesy  of  the  U  of  T  Bookstore)  for  one  full  term! 
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ONTARIO  UNIVERSITIES' APPLICATION  CENTRE 


CENTRE  DE  DEMANDE  D'ADMISSION 
AUX  UNIVERSITES  DE  L'ONTARIO 


170  Research  Lane,  Guelph,  Ontario  N1G  5E2  www.ouac.on.ca 
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SAC  takes  over  postering  on  campus 


by  SUMAYYAH  HUSSEIN 


Starting  on  Sept.  8,  the  Students' 
Administrative  Council  (SAC) 
will  be  offering  a  postering 
service  aimed  at  increasing  the 
effectiveness  of  advertising  on 
campus  and  avoiding  what  SAC 
is  calling  the  "staggering  rates" 
charged  by  off-campus  postering 
companies. 

According  to  Scott  Tremblay, 
SAC's  Student  Life  co-ordinator, 
the  initiative  to  be  implemented 
at  U  of  T's  St.  George  campus  is 
a  reaction  to  the  abuse  of  poster 
space  by  various  off-campus,  for- 
profit  businesses.  "Thirty  years 
ago,  you  could  actually  look  at  a 
poster  board  and  find  informa- 
tion," he  said. 

But  how  will  SAC's  service 
remedy  campus  clutter?  Tremblay 
says  that  if  the  competitive  rates 
offered  make  SAC  the  preferred 


venue  for  postering,  the  business 
of  other  postering  services  will  be 
undercut  and  eventually  pushed 
off  campus.  And  while  postering 
services  usually  plaster  boards 
with  multiple  copies  of  the  same 
flyer,  SAC  would  not  put  up  more 
than  one  or  two  per  board. 

Students  and  student  groups 
will  be  charged  10-20  cents  per 
poster  (the  larger  the  quan- 
tity, the  lower  the  price),  with 
the  first  20  posters  free,  while  U 
of  T  administration,  alumni,  and 
non-students  will  pay  20-35  cents. 
External  organizations  will  be 
charged  between  65  and  75  cents. 

With  the  approval  of  Student 
Affairs  and  building  managers, 
student  employees  will  be  poster- 
ing once  a  week  in  50  frequented 
buildings-that's  250  bulletin 
boards-as  well  as  on  the  campus' 
10  kiosks. 

Tremblay  explained   that  the 


idea  grew  out  of  the  need  for  an 
inexpensive,  campus-wide  poster- 
ing service.  "It's  not  about  regu- 
lation. That's  a  misconception 
that's  been  going  around." 

He  stressed  that  SAC's  moti- 
vation was  to  provide  a  service, 
not  to  make  a  profit.  In  fact,  he 
expects  SAC  will  endure  some 
losses  before  the  project  becomes 
"revenue  neutral."  For  this  rea- 
son, he  feels  the  initiative  will  be 
well  received. 

Access  is  another  advantage 
SAC  will  have  over  other  poster- 
ing companies,  since  SAC  will  be 
able  to  post  in  places  where  oth- 
ers cannot. 

Although  Tremblay 's  expecta- 
tions for  this  project  are  posi- 
tive, Jamie  Jillis,  whose  postering 
service  Dr.  Jamie's  Events  has 
been  contracted  with  U  of  T  for 
the  past  three  years,  is  not  as 
optimistic.  "I  don't  think  they 


understand  how  much  work  it  is," 
he  said. 

Citing  the  high  cost  of  train- 
ing employees  in  building 
regulations,  the  unreliability  of 
students  who  have  other  com- 
mitments, and  the  fact  that  more 
time  is  spent  removing  posters 
than  putting  them  up,  Jillis  says 
that  U  of  T  "would  be  better  off 
having  a  professional  maintain 
and  provide  the  service." 

He  also  foresees  some  conflict 
between  his  company  and  SAC, 
since  the  two  services  may  end 
up  removing  or  covering  up  each 
other's  posters. 

Tremblay  thinks  the  service 
will  be  more  effective  than  others 
and  also  save  students  money.  If 
a  student  service  like  Hart  House 
goes  from  paying  75  cents  a  poster 
to  35  cents,  he  explained,  this  will 
save  students  money  in  the  long 
run,  since  it  is  students'  money 


that  pays  for  these  services. 

As  for  limitations  to  the  ser- 
vice, SAC  will  not  poster  election 
campaign  material,  anything 
that  is  slanderous  or  deemed  of- 
fensive, or  "anything  that  is  not 
accessible." 

If  the  project  is  successful,  SAC 
may  seek  to  implement  regula- 
tions and  limits  on  postings  by 
external  groups. 
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Gear  up  with  Tommy. 


NOW 

$2499 

•  Colour  Screen 

•  Better  Games 

•  Mobile  Internet 

•  Download  Polyphonic 
Ring  Tunes 

•  Text  Messaging 


FREE  unlimited 
calling  to  and  from 
other  Rogers  "  AT&T® 
subscribers  who 
attend  your  college 
or  university.' 


PLUS  get  3  months 
unlimited  local  calling. 


no  term  -  S249  j 


Receive  a  FREE  Tommy 
Hilfiger  backpack  and 
faceplate  with  activation. 
$100  VALUE. 
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Baywood  Centre 
(905)  686-8061 
85  Kingrton  Rd  ,  Uriit  7 
(905)  428-5800 
BRAMPTON 
Bramalea  City  Centre 
(905)  791-7554 
Shopper's  World  Brampton 
(905)  454-1389 
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(905)  455-5600 
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(416)  663-9200 
ETOBICOKE 
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(416)  246-1656 
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(416)  626-7260 
GEORGETOWN 
265  Guelph  St. 
(905)  873-3310 
MAPLE 

2943  Major  Mackenzie  Drive 
Unit  4 
(905)  832-7103 
MARKHAM 
First  Markham  Place 
(905)  513-0800 
3636  Steeles  Ave  E  .  Unit  135 
(905)  513-1100 
Pacific  MatI 
Un.t  «E67 
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8360-8362  Kennedy  Rd..  Unit  66 
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(905)  507-2088 
3105  Dundas  St  W 
(905)  820-0000 
6295  Mississauga  Rd.  % 
(905)  813-8600 
6325  Dixie  Rd 
(905)  670-1980 
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FREE 
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(90S)  279-1909  (905)  272-9899 
Erin  Mills  Town  Centre 
(905)  820-4412 
NEWMARKFT 
17415  Yonge  St 
(905)  830-9944 
NORTH  YORK 
5815  Yonge  St 
(416)  250-8800 
1905  Avenue  Rd. 
(416)  784-9400 
Fairview  Mall 
(416)  492-8800 
149C  Ravel  Rd. 
(416)  493-3493 
4367  Steeles  Ave,  W. 
(416)  6SO-0000 

OAKVILLE 
1027  Speers  Rd 
(90S)  842-4280 
OSHAWA 
1053  Simcoe  St-  N. 
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Vote-or  take  note 


No  doubt  most  of  you  had  better 
things  to  do  last  week  than  pay  much 
attention  to  Premier  Ernie  Eves'  call 
for  the  Oct.  2  provincial  election, 
what  with  those  frosh  parties  and 
psyching  up  for  today's  return  to 
classes.  But  amidst  all  the  back- 
to-school  madness  this  week  will 
undoubtedly  entail,  spare  a  thought 
for  the  impending  elections — both 
provincial  and  municipal  (Nov. 
id) — because  they're  going  to  have 
a  direct  impact  on  you,  whether  you 
realize  it  or  not. 

We  sympathize  with  those  of  you 
who  don't  know  Ernie  Eves  from 
Dalton  McGuinty  or  Barbara  Hall 
from  John  Tory  and  couldn't  care 
less — they're  no  Arnold  Schwar- 
zenegger, that's  for  sure — but  who- 
ever comes  into  power  this  fall  is  go- 
ing to  be  entrusted  with  the  exigent 
task  of  turning  around  a  province 
that's  in  decline  due  to  its  rapidly- 
fading  urban  powerhouse.  Like  it  or 
not,  the  two  elections  are  inextrica- 
bly entwined — the  city  of  Toronto  is 
tied  to  Queen's  Park's  pursestrings, 
and  under  the  Eves  government, 
that  connection  has  been  more  like  a 
short  leash.  It's  probably  no  surprise 
that  the  timing  of  the  provincial 
election  all  but  wipes  Toronto's  up- 
coming November  mayoralty  race 
off  the  map  at  a  time  when  the  city 
badly  needs  key  leadership  the  most. 

What's  all  this  got  to  do  with 
students?  Well,  even  those  of  you 
who  are  too  young  to  vote  in  the 
two  elections  this  fall  know  a  thing 
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or  two  about  both  levels  of  politics 
from  being  part  of  the  double  co- 
hort— your  high  school  experience 
was  marked  by  teachers'  strikes, 
school  board  mayhem,  a  'back-to- 
basics'  curriculum  courtesy  of  the 
Tories...  and  that's  just  for  starters. 
Did  anyone  ask  you  if  you  wanted 
your  OAC  year  axed? 

Those  of  you  who  have  come 
here  from  other  places  to  study  at 
this  fine  university  probably  think 
you  have  no  vested  interest  in  who 
governs  Ontario  or  Toronto,  and  be- 

This  is  your  city-make 
sure  they  know  it. 

sides,  you  can't  vote  anyway.  Think 
again — if  you've  lived  here,  or  will  be 
living  here,  for  over  a  year  or  more, 
then  you're  eligible  to  vote.  Even  if 
you're  just  passing  through  while  at- 
tending U  of  T,  if  you  care  about  the 
quality  of  this  city,  both  elections 
should  matter  to  you. 

Why?  Just  take  a  look  around 
you — this  is  a  great  city,  but  it's  in 
obvious  decline.  The  TTC  needs 
funding,  the  pristine  streets  we  al- 
ways prided  ourselves  on  are  full  of 
litter,  no  one's  been  able  to  get  the 
homeless  of  the  streets — these  are  all 
problems  that  have  been  around  for  a 
while  now,  but  there's  been  a  gaping 
void  in  concrete  political  leadership 


to  turn  these  things  around.  The 
city  can't  do  it  without  funding  from 
the  province,  and  the  province  can't 
succeed  without  a  healthy  city.  It's  a 
Catch-22  that  the  current  adminis- 
trations have  exacerbated,  what  with 
Mayor  Mel's  whiny  tirades  and  Eves' 
905-baiting  policy  that  pretends  To- 
ronto doesn't  exist. 

There's  a  great  opportunity  for 
change  here,  even  if  none  of  the 
candidates  in  either  election  have 
seized  on  it  as  yet.  We  need  a  City 
Hall  that's  willing  to  work  with 
Queen's  Park,  and  a  legislature  that 
recognizes  the  cultural  and  eco- 
nomic importance  of  Toronto.  So 
where  do  you  come  in?  This  is  your 
city — make  sure  they  know  it.  E- 
mail  or  call  the  candidates  for  MPP 
and  city  councillor  in  your  area  and 
tell  them  what's  important  to  you. 
Check  out  CBC  Radio's  mayoralty 
debate  tonight  at  7:30  to  get  a  sense 
of  what  the  five  people  running  for 
the  top  spot  in  the  city  (can  you  even 
name  all  of  them?)  have  to  say  for 
themselves.  And  if  you're  not  satis- 
fied with  what  you're  hearing,  get 
involved. 

Our  generation  is  often  eas- 
ily labeled  'apathetic',  'complacent,' 
'cynical.'  It's  easy  to  be  all  of  the 
above,  especially  when  none  of  our 
current  political  choices  seem  espe- 
cially appealing.  But  our  city  and  our 
province  hang  in  the  balance.  We're 
not  going  to  tell  you  who  to  vote 
for — but  we  are  going  to  tell  you  to 
take  note,  and  if  you  can,  vote. 


Get  yourself  acquainted 


by  RINI  GHOSH 


Summer's  gone  and  its  getting  chilly. 
Frosh  week  is  over  and  done  with! 
"Back  to  school"  ads  and  commer- 
cials take  over  the  media.  Yeah, 
we  are  all  going  back  to  school:  the 
University  of  Toronto. 

This  is  a  very  important  year  for 
all  of  us.  Toronto  was  bowled  over 
last  year:  SARS,  West  Nile  and  the 
Blackout.  Elections  have  been  called 
and  all  you  see  on  television  or  hear 
on  the  radio  are  campaign  ads  by  the 
three  major  parties  in  the  running. 
Elections  might  not  seem  like  they 
are  very  important  to  a  lot  of  our  stu- 
dents, yet  we  all  have  to  understand 
that  they  are.  The  party  that  sits  in 
the  offices  of  Queen's  Park  decides 
how  much  money  the  universities 
get  in  funding  and  in  turn  decides 
how  much  we  should  be  paying  in 
tuition.  This  should  be  the  main 
compelling  force  for  students  to  get 


to  the  polls  this  October  and  vote 
for  whomever  we  think  will  bring  us 
a  bright  debt-free  future! 

Last  year  was  an  incredible  year 
for  student  politicians  on  campus. 
I  am  sure  most  people  know  that 
the  motion  to  increase  law  tuition 
went  through  with  a  slim  majority 
at  Governing  Council.  This  increase 
was  a  step  towards  the  planned  law 
school  tuition  of  $22,000  a  year.  The 
lobbying  was  amazing  and  students 
came  together  and  protested  against 
the  tuition  increases  in  unison.  But 
we  lacked  support  from  Queen's 
Park.  Now  is  the  time  when  we  get 
to  choose  the  people  who  represent 
the  student  interest  in  the  provincial 
government.  Remember  that  every 
vote  counts,  and  unless  we  use  the 
opportunity  that  we  have,  we  don't 
count  at  all. 

A  university  experience  is  not  just 
academics;  it  is  also  developing  your 
outlook  in  as  many  ways  as  possible. 
So,  get  involved  with  the  student 


body  through  cultural  groups  or 
academic  groups.  Learn  more  about 
what  is  happening  on  campus. 
Volunteer  with  the  student  groups. 
Pick  up  the  campus  papers  and  read 
them.  Try  and  drop  in  to  the  Gov- 
erning Council  chambers  for  one  of 
their  meetings.  In  these  chambers 
numerous  decisions  are  made  that 
profoundly  impact  our  lives. 

My  heartfelt  congratulations  to 
the  new  students  of  U  of  T  and  a 
great  welcome  back  to  the  return- 
ing. If  you  have  any  questions  about 
courses,  petitions,  appeals  and  any 
other  rules  that  reign  our  lives  on 
this  campus  do  not  hesitate  to  give 
the  Arts  and  Science  Students'  Union 
a  call.  We  are  there  to  help  you  and 
listen  to  you,  so  feel  free  to  drop  by. 
Good  luck  and  best  wishes  for  suc- 
cess in  your  future  endeavours. 


Rini  Ghosh  is  president  of  the  Arts 
and  Science  Students  Union. 


LETTERS 


Memorial 
needed 


Thirty  years  ago,  on  Tuesday 
September  11,  1973,  U  of  T  stu- 
dent, Constance  Anne  Dickey, 
was  murdered  at  the  university's 
Erindale  Campus.  Constance 
Anne  Dickey  was  murdered  be- 
cause she  was  a  woman  who  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  same  place  as 
a  serial  killer.  The  killer  went  on 
to  murder  another  young  woman 
and  attempted  to  murder  a  third 
before  being  arrested. 

Neither  U  of  T  nor  Erindale 
College  ever  established  a  memo- 
rial to  Constance  Anne  Dickey, 
so  it  becomes  incumbent  upon 
U  of  T  students,  alumni,  staff, 
faculty,  and  others  to  remember 
Constance  Anne  Dickey-one  of 
our  own-and  all  the  other  victims 
of  violence. 

Sidney  Knowles 
B.  Comm.  i<)8j 


Laser 
research  is 
real 


Although  I  hesitate  to  dignify  Nick 
Nelson's  trolling  letter  with  a  reply, 
I  should  defend  our  research  from 
such  factless  attacks.  Nanometer- 
sized  diamond-coated  silicon  tips 
do  indeed  exist  and  we  use  them  to 
probe  the  nanometer-sized  features 
of  real  semiconductor  lasers.  These 
lasers  are  employed  in  communica- 
tions systems  that  run,  for  example, 


the  Internet  and  telephone  net- 
works. Our  technique  has  revealed 
several  performance  limitations 
of  these  lasers;  by  observing  and 
understanding  these  limitations, 
engineers  can  build  better  models 
of  laser  operation  and  thus  build 
better  lasers.  I  would  kindly  like 
to  offer  Nick  Nelson  a  personally 
guided  tour  of  our  research  lab  and 
demonstration  of  the  technique  in 
return  for  a  prompt  retraction  of  his 
misinformed  remarks. 

Scott  Kuntze 

MASc  Candidate 

Electrical  6"  Computer  Engineering 

Blues  rule 

I  watch,  with  pride,  as  the  Varsity 
Blues  football  team  march  onto  the 
playing  fields.  Other  universities 
dominate  the  stands  (even  at  home 
games)  with  only  a  small  percent- 
age of  Blues  fans  cheering  for  the 
team.  Week  after  week,  the  Blues 
continue  to  put  their  best  foot  for- 
ward against  (what  appears  to  be) 
insurmountable  odds.  Newspapers 
and  hecklers  seem  to  enjoy  taking 
aim  at  their  shortcomings,  but  this 
does  not  deter  the  Blues.  Never 
once  have  I  seen  the  U  of  T  cheer- 
leaders on  the  sidelines.  To  this 
day,  I  don't  know  if  we  have  cheer- 
leaders. The  'men  in  blue'  shoulder 
the  spirit  of  U  of  T  each  and  every 
game.  They  play  with  heart  and 
someday  the  winds  will  change  and 
their  strengths  will  be  recognized 
by  fans  and  opponents  alike.  I 
salute  Coach  Howlett,  his  staff, 
their  wives,  the  loyal  cheering  fans, 
student  volunteers,  and  most  of  all 
he  players.  Go  Blues,  go! 

Susan  Gilson 


The  Varsity  welcomes  letters  from  our  readers.  Submit  letters 
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Forever  hold  your  peace 

Samesex  marriage  hardly  a  threat  to  an  endangered  institution 


by  CARRIE  FIORILLO 


On  a  steamy  Toronto  night  in  the 
summer  of  2002,  my  father  and 
his  girlfriend  du  jour  were  sug- 
gesting to  me,  over  the  course  of 
my  graduation  dinner,  that  gay 
marriage  was  wrong. 

It  was  unnecessary,  redundant, 
and  useless  really. 

Though  my  father  remained 
virtually  silent  on  the  issue 
(wisely  knowing  my  wrath  would 
soon  follow),  while  his  girlfriend 
nattered  away,  his  silence  was  an 
admission  of  sorts.  After  all,  he 
wasn't  disagreeing  with  her;  in 
fact  he  was  silently  nodding  his 
head. 

And  here  she  was,  between  sips 
of  red  wine,  shrugging  her  shoul- 
ders and  asking,  "Why  do  they 
need  to  get  married  anyway?  Why 
can't  they  just  live  together?" 

Well,  I  thought  to  myself,  who 
the  hell  are  you  to  tell  gay  and 
lesbian  couples  that  they  should 
just  live  together?  Aren't  you  the 
generation  that  basically  wrecked 
marriage  anyway? 

Fast-forward  a  year  to  Montre- 
al, June,  2003.  We  were  sitting  at 
a  friend's  apartment  debating  the 
merits  of  marriage.  And  not  gay 
marriage,  but  straight  ol'  hetero 
marriage. 

Unsurprisingly  to  me,  most  of 
my  friends  claimed  that  it  just 
"wasn't  for  them."  One  said  that 
she  didn't  need  a  "silly  piece  of 
paper  to  prove  her  love  for  some- 
one," another  said  that  unless  she 


had  kids,  she  didn't  see  the  point, 
and  even  then  she  looked  less 
than  thrilled;  while  another  asked 
pointedly:  "why  marry  if  you  are 
just  going  to  get  divorced  anyway? 
How  can  you  look  someone  in  the 
eyes  and  say  forever  when  you 
know  it's  a  fifty-fifty  gamble?" 

And  there  you  have  it;  the  man- 
tra of  the  "echo"  generation  seems 
to  be  that  marriage  is  a  sham. 

I  thought  to  myself, 
'Who  the  heU  are 
you  to  tell  gay  and 
lesbian  couples  that 
they  should  just  live 
together?  Aren't  you 
the  generation  that 
basically  wrecked 
marriage  anyway?' 

I  have  a-  father,  a  number  of 
temporary  "step-mothers,"  a  step- 
father, a  mother,  a  stepbrother, 
three  other  siblings  etc.,  etc., 
and  in  no  way  is  my  case  unusual. 
Nearly  all  of  my  childhood  friends 
came  from  divorced  families,  and 
the  ones  that  didn't  soon  followed, 
all  the  way  until  New  Year's  2000 
when  my  friend  Mark's  parents 
finally  called  it  quits. 

This  is  not  meant  to  suggest 
that  there  are  no  happy  marriag- 
es; there  are  some,  maybe  a  whole 
20  per  cent  of  them  are  happy,  if 
around  50  get  divorced  and  30  se- 
cretly wished  they  did. 

So  it  is  no  surprise  then  that  the 


children  of  this  messy  age  turned 
out  so  damn  cynical  about  this 
marriage  business. 

And  this  makes  it  all  the  more 
ironic  that  it  is  the  harbingers  of 
the  50  per  cent  divorce  rate;  the 
reason  people  laugh  at  the  men- 
tion of  "forever;"  who  are  now 
trying  to  tell  gays  and  lesbians 
that  they  can't  marry,  and  all  in 
the  name  of  protecting  marriage! 

After  all,  it  is  older  people  who 
tend  to  be  against  gay  marriage, 
and  one  oft-quoted  reason  is  to 
protect  the  institution  from  po- 
tential decay. 

This  is  worth  repeating. 

The  institution  of  marriage  in 
heterosexual  baby-boomer  hands 
has  delivered  young  people  of 
my  generation  a  divorce  rate  of 
around  50  per  cent  and  a  lot  of 
cynical  children  who  spent  por- 
tions of  their  youth  being  shut- 
tled from  Monday  to  Thursday 
at  mum's,  to  Friday  to  Sunday  at 
dad's. 

Gee  thanks. 

Perhaps  older  people  should 
think  twice  about  labelling  gays 
and  lesbians  as  matrimonial 
threats. 

And  in  any  case,  won't  allow- 
ing lesbians  and  gays  to  marry 
strengthen  the  institution  of  mar- 
riage? After  all,  it  will  only  result 
in  more  people  being  married. 

It  will  also  result  in  more  people 
respecting  the  institution  of  mar- 
riage as  something  just,  flexible 
and  capable  of  meeting  the  chang- 
ing needs  of  Canadians. 

When   baby  boomers  needed 


to  get  divorced  in  huge  numbers, 
divorce  law  rose  to  meet  the  chal- 
lenge. 

Now  gays  and  lesbians  want  to 
get  married  in  huge  numbers,  thus 
marriage  law  should  rise  to  meet 
this  challenge. 

This  is  not  meant  to  suggest 
that  there  is  no  debate.  The  legal 
merits  are  worth  debating  and 
that  is  why  the  case  is  now  before 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada. 
In  all  fairness  though,  with  the 
separation  of  church  and  state,  if 
the  right  of  marriage  is  extended 
to  one  group  under  the  Charter,  it 
must  be  extended  to  all  persons 
under  the  Charter,  and  those  of  a 
specific  sexual  orientation  cannot 
be  discriminated  against. 

So  it  should  come  as  no  surprise 
when  the  Supreme  Court  of  Can- 
ada suggests  that  the  proposed 
marriage  bill  is  constitutional. 

If  marriage  is  worth  protecting, 
then  it  must  be  a  valued  institu- 
tion. Who  values  that  institution 
more,  those  vC-ho  divorced  them- 
selves from  it  in  droves,  or  those 
who  will  do  anything  to  be  a  part 
of  it? 


Photo  meeting 
Thursday@7:00  p.m. 

21  Sussex  Ave  suite  311 


Delivery  staff  wanted 

Looking  for  a  few  good  people  to  help  deliver  the  Varsity. 
$10  an  hour.  One  or  two  days  per  week,  8  am  -  4pm. 
Valid  driver's  license  is  an  asset. 

Call  416-946-7605.  Email:  business@thevarsity.ca 


NEW  IMPROVEMENTS 
TO  YODR  HEALTH  PLAN 

Now  coverinq  oral  contraceptives,  as  vi/ell  as  additional  dental, 
vision  and  physiotherapy  benefits  for  the  same  cost! 

The  SAC  Health  &  Dental  Plan  will  he 
changing  Insurers  effective  Sept. 1, 2003. 


•  Claims  incurred  before  Sept,  1,  2003  must  be  submitted  to 
Maritime  Life  (Liberty  HeaJth)  by  specific  deadJines, 

•  Claims  mmnt'i  z^r^^x  Seot.  1  must  be  sent  to  Sun  Life. 

•  For  coverage  -   se  tolhfree  help  line  at  1  866  358-4436, 
and  refer  to  the  >  ^  .   .  brochure  available  at  all  SAC  offices. 


students'administrativecc'oftcil 


Visit  www.sac.utoronto.ca  for  more  informaUon  and  new  claim  forms 


ATTENTION  ALL  FULL  TIME  UNDERGRADUATES! 
STUDENTS'  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNCIL  FALL  BY-ELECTIONS 


le 


EXEOUTIVE  [AT  lARGEl 
Vice-Presiilent  Student  Life  111 


UTSC  [Scamorough  Campusl  [41  Woodwoith  College  (11  Facuitv  of  Music  (11 
OiSE/UT  (11     Faculty  of  Nursing  (11  Transitional  Year  Programme  (TYPl  (11 

(more  seats  may  be  added  iaterl 


To  run  for  a  position,  olok  up  a  nomination  pacicage  during  tlie  nomination  periods  in 
tlie  SAC  office.  There  are  two  nomination  periods:  during  tlie  first  one,  nominations 
will  only  be  accepted  from  students  that  are  in  the  constituency  they  are  running 
for  while  during  the  second,  any  student  can  he  nominated  for  any  constituency. 


tiiesday  September  23, 2003  -  Friday  September  20. 2003  at  5PM 
Monday  September  2§,'2003  -  Tuesday  September  30, 2003  at  5PM 


Tuesday  sTeptember  30, 2003  ailm 


Wednesday  Octoberl,  2003  at  12  Noon 


Friday  October  10. 2003  at  5PM 


Wednesday  OctoVer  0, 2003 


Friday  October  1072003  at  5PM 


UNIVERSITY       OF  TORONTO 

students'administrativecouncll 


Announcement  of  ResuitsiFriday  October  10, 2003  at  7PM 


For  more  information  contact  Howard  Tam.  Vice-President  University  Affairs 

vpua@sac.utoronto.ca  410-070-4911  ext.  230 
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Depression  obsession 


by  KAREN  GARRITY 


New  statistics  show  that  at  least 
one  in  every  lo  Canadians  is 
considered  to  be  depressed,  and 
that  over  14.5  million  prescrip- 
tions for  anti-depressants  are 
filled  every  year.  That's  a  350 
per  cent  increase  over  the  last 
20  years,  with  only  a  one  percent 
rise  in  population.  Honestly,  is 
the  problem  that  there  are  that 
many  people  in  this  country 
with  a  biochemical  problem  with 
their  bodies,  or  is  it  that  people 
simply  want  easy  solutions  to 
life's  difficulties? 

There  are  a  few  people,  it's 
true,  that  have  a  genuine  prob- 
lem with  the  way  their  brains 
uptake  serotonin  (a  hormone 
that,  among  other  things,  is 
related  to  feelings  of  happiness). 
But  is  it  really  possible  that  a 
full  10  per  cent  of  us  have  such 
a  disorder — that  Mother  Nature 
designed  the  human  body  so 
badly  that  we're  all  fucking  sad 
all  the  time? 

A  study  was  done  several  years 
ago  where  the  effects  of  Prozac 
were  tested  against  a  placebo 
and  against  St.  John's  Wort,  a 
natural  supplement  that  some 
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Publicpower  Picnic 

Games,  prizes,  free 
food. 

Jack  Layton,  Leader  of 
the  NDP 

Rosario  Marchese, 
Trinity-Spadina  MPP 
Gene  Lara,  Toronto 
Center  Rosedale  NDP 
candidate 

Join  us  on  the  SAC 
lawn,  Monday,  Sep- 
tember 8,  3:30  pm-6: 
30  pm. 

Women  in  Science 
and  Engineering: 
Welcome  Night 

Thursday  September 
II,  2003,  5:30  pm,  Gal- 
braith  Building,  Room 


202. 


Vic  Drama  Info 
Meeting 

Thursday  September 
II,  9:15  pm  in  Music 
Room,  Victoria  Col- 
lege. 

Muslim  Students' 
Association  -  Frosh 
Barbeque 

Friday,  September  12, 
6  pm.  International 
Student  Center,  33  St 
George  Street. 

UTM  Resume  and 
Cover  Letter  Work- 
shop for  Commerce 
Students 

Tuesday  September 
II,  2:00-^:30,  UTM 
Career  Centre.  Sign 
up  online:  http:// 
www.utm.utoronto.ca/ 
careers. 


Free  events  listings 
for  campus  orga; 
nizations.  Email: 
editor@thevarsity.  ca. 


people  take  for  depression.  The 
study  was  done  in  the  hopes 
that  St.  John's  Wort  would  be 
proven  ineffective,  vindicating 
modern  medical  science.  The 
results  however  showed  that  not 
only  was  Prozac  less  effective 
than  St.  John's  Wort,  they  were 
both  less  effective  than  the  pla- 
cebo! When  those  people  who 
had  taken  the  placebo  and  had 
become  happier  were  told  that 
they'd  been  simply  taking  sugar 
pills,  many  were  outraged,  and 
demanded  to  given  real  drugs. 
A  fewwiser  individuals  decided 
that  their  depression  was  some- 
thing they  could  conquer  on 
their  own. 

Chemicals  in  our  bodies,  like 
hormones,  have  a  huge  influ- 
ence on  theway  we  think  and 
feel,  but  the  way  we  think  and 
feel  also  effects  the  chemicals 
in  our  bodies.  Countless  stud- 
ies have  shown  this,  starting 
with  a  study  on  primates  back 
in  the  1960s  that  showed  that 


males  suffering  from  abuse  at 
the  hands  of  the  alpha  male 
had  lower  levels  of  many  mood 
regulating  hormones.  Biochem- 
istry is  a  two-way  street,  and 

Is  it  really  possible 
that  a  full  ten  percent 
of  us  have  such  a 
disorder-that  Mother 
Nature  designed  the 
human  body  so  badly 
that  we're  all  fucking 
sad  all  the  time? 

mind  can  overcome  conquer 
matter.  If  your  body  is  low  on 
happy  hormones,  it  isn't  neces- 
sarily because  you  have  some- 
thing permanently  wrong  with 
you — it  could  be  something  that 
has  temporarily  changed  due  to 
external  circumstances. 

Before  you  start  sending  in 
angry  responses,  I  have  suffered 


from  depression  myself,  so  I  do 
know  how  crippling  nihilistic, 
empty  feelings  of  hopelessness 
can  be.  But  Western  medicine 
is  a  business,  don't  be  naive  and  . 
think  it  isn't.  Drugs  are  pushed 
on  people  like  tobacco  on  high 
school  students.  Anti-depres- 
sants and  a  slew  of  other  drugs 
are  often  prescribed  carelessly.  I 
have  a  friend  who  was  given  a 
prescription  for  Prozac  when  she 
was  depressed  after  her  mother 
died. 

She  wasn't  depressed  be- 
cause she  had  a  problem  with 
her  brain — she  was  depressed 
because  her  mother  died  before 
she  was  even  20  years  old. 

There  is  a  tendency  to  assume 
that  going  to  Med  School  makes 
you  infallible.  Frankly,  just  be- 
cause you  have  letters  after  your 
name  doesn't  mean  you  know 
what  you're  doing.  My  cousin 
was  suffering  from  extreme 
depression  10  years  ago,  and 
was  prescribed  an  anti-depres- 


sant. The  pills  threw  his  body's 
biochemistry  so  out  of  whack 
that  he  acquired  Candida,  a  type 
of  yeast  infection.  The  result- 
ing fatigue  made  him  even  more 
depressed,  and  he  threw  himself 
off  the  Bloor-DVP  bridge.  He 
was  still  taking  his  pills  at  the 
time. 

Our  society  wants  a  quick 
fix  to  everything,  and  time  and 
time  again 

treats  the  symptom  instead  of 
the  underlying  cause.  We  cre- 
ate reduced  fat  food,  instead  of 
going  to  the  trouble  of  getting 
outside.  A  war  on  terrorism  to 
stomp  out  those  who  hate  us, 
instead  of  tackling  the  problem 
of  why  they  hate  us.  A  war  on 
drugs,  instead  of  asking  why  so 
many  people  are  driven  to  do 
drugs. 

Is  it  that  we  all  need  pills 
in  order  to  be  happy,  or  is  the 
problem  that  we  haven't  made 
a  society  in  which  life  is  worth 
living? 


Wireless  plans 
that  don't  require 
a  student  loan. 


Want  to  become 
a  mobile  student? 

Visit  telusmobility.com/student 

for  your  chance  to  win: 

■  HP  notebook  m  Cell  phone  m  $2000  scholarship 


Going  wireless  shouldn't  feel  like  a  luxury. 
And  with  plans  from  as  low  as  $20/month* 
it  doesn't  have  to.  The  future  is  friendly,® 


TELUS 

mobility" 


For  more  details  on  these  great  offers  or  to  find  a  store  near  you,  visit  telusmobilitycom/student  or  call  1-888-810-5555. 


•Taxes,  monthly  system  licensing  and  monthly  91 1  emergency  service  access  charges  are  extra.  New  activations  only  ©  2003  TELE-MOBILE  COMPANY 
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By  Ryan  Kennedy 
photos  by  Adam  Reid 

It's  official,  kids:  summer's  over.  With  a  massive  and  successful  frosh  week  in  the 
books,  it's  time  that  everyone  finally  get  down  to  business.  Of  course,  it  wouldn't  be  the 
summer  without  a  trip  to  the  Canadian  National  Exhibition,  which  wrapped  up  another 
season  on  Labour  Day.  Throughout  the  Ex's  illustrious  history,  some  things  never 
change  -  riding  the  Polar  Express  or  the  Tilt-a-Whirl  at  the  Midway,  grabbing  some 
Tiny  Tom  doughnuts  from  the  Food  building,  or  just  taking  in  the  whole  scene  itself  on 
a  beautiful  sunny  day.  In  that  spirit.  The  Varsity  thought  it  would  be  nice  to  take  one 
last  trek  through  the  fairgrounds  for  the  year,  one  more  spin  around  the  Midway,  before 
the  only  fun  and  games  becomes  the  juggling  of  courses  and  exam  times. 


features@thevarsity.ca 
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Looking  for  an  upgrade? 

Transhumanism  speculates  on  how  technology  can  make  us  better 


Download  This:  Is  it  possible  to  transfer  your  entire  mind  into  a  computer? 


by  ANDY  CANIVET 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Have  you  ever  wanted  to  be  more 
than  just  human? 

Last  Monday,  the  Toronto  Trans- 
humanist  Association  hosted  a  talk 
by  EHezer  Yudkowsky,  a  research 
fellow  from  the  Singularity  Institute 
for  Artificial  Intelligence  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  to  explain  the  basics  of 
"transhumanism."  This  movement 
proposes  that  emerging  technologies 
such  as  artificial  intelligence,  genetic 
engineering,  and  nanotechnology 
will  make  it  possible  for  humanity  to 
vastly  improve  itself  One  hot  topic 
is  the  possibility  of  vastly  extending 


human  lifespan — either  through 
genetic  manipulation,  or  by  down- 
loading someone's  entire  mind  into 
a  computer. 

"A  lot  of  transhumanists  have 
had  to  deal  with  rationalizations 
that  people  develop  in  order  to 
suppress  their  fear  of  death — the 
idea  that  death  gives  meaning  to 
life,  and  other  comforting  lies,"  said 
Yudkowsky  citing  that  people  often 
react  strangely  at  the  prospect  of  im- 
mortality. 

"There  are  many  philosophical 
[arguments]  for  why  life  must  suck  in 
order  to  be  meaningful — that  all  the 
pain  and  death  and  catastrophe  and 
the  minor  annoyances  that  drain  out 


your  life  force  are  somehow  neces- 
sary. Transhumanism  just  says:  'this 
sucks,  let's  fix  it.'" 

Yudkowsky  cited  Zain  Hashmi,  a 
four-year-old  British  child  suffering 
from  a  rare  blood  disorder  who  will 
die  without  a  bone-marrow  trans- 
plant. With  no  matching  donors, 
Hashmi's  parents  decided  to  have 
another  child,  screened  before  birth 
to  ensure  that  the  new  sibling  would 
be  a  match.  As  death  neared,  public 
debate  raged  over  Zain  Hashmi's 
right  to  life  and  the  unborn  child's 
right  not  to  be  turned  into  a  com- 
modity— a  tissue  bank  for  another 
person. 

In   Yudkowsky's   opinion,  such 


resistance  is  irrational.  "I  would 
make  a  serious  case  that  this  is 
where  bioethics  gets  you. ..you  start 
believing  that  death  is  a  good  thing, 
and  you  will  eventually  be  willing  to 
murder  four-year  old  children  for 
political  purposes.  If  you  can  use 
tissue  screening  to  save  a  child's  life, 
or  you  can  use  genetically  modified 
golden  wheat  to  prevent  blindness 
due  to  malnutrition,  why  on  earth 
wouldn't  you?" 

In  a  nutshell,  transhumanism  is 
a  movement  dedicated  to  ongoing 
improvements  in  our  quality  of  life 
through  technology.  The  World 
Transhumanism  Association 
(WTA)  web  site  summarizes:  "We 
foresee  the  feasibility  of  redesigning 
the  human  condition,  including  such 
parameters  as  the  inevitability  of  ag- 
ing, limitations  on  human  and  artifi- 
cial intellects,  unchosen  psychology, 
suffering,  and  our  confinement  to 
the  planet  Earth." 

According  to  Yudkowsky,  artificial 
intelligence  (AI)  could  help  us  reach 
a  pace  of  technological  advancement 
where  world-changing  discoveries 
are  made  in  a  matter  of  minutes, 
hours,  or  days  instead  of  decades  or 
centuries.  However,  he  added,  it's 
essential  that  A I  be  "friendly."  Any 
A I  we  develop  must  have  a  moral 
understanding  superior  to  our  own, 
or  we  risk  bringing  about  a  dark. 
Matrix-like  future.  Many  cognitive 
scientists  consider  any  concrete 
definition  of  intelligence,  let  alone 
morality,  impossible.  Yudkowsky  ac- 
knowledged that  giving  AI  a  moral 
understanding  would  be  compli- 
cated, but  he  said  that,  "there  is  [in 
fact]  a  definition  of  intelligence-it's 
an  actual  math  equation." 

If  the  predictions  of  transhuman- 
ists are  correct,  there  may  be  no  limit 
to  how  we  can  chart  our  future  and 
transcend  the  limits  of  our  biology. 


Eye  can't  sleep 


by  IAN  HA 
VARSITY  STAFF 


For  weary-eyed  jet  laggers  and 
overtaxed  students,  fatigue  might 
all  just  be  a  matter  of  light.  As  pub- 
lished in  the  July  3  issue  of  Nature, 
a  U  of  T  research  team  has  helped 
demonstrate  that  a  light-sensitive 
pigment  in  the  eyes  of  mice,  called 
melanopsin,  controls  a  mouse's  day 
and  night  time  patterns  of  activ- 
ity. In  other  words,  it  is  because  of 
melanopsin  that  mice  feel  awake 
during  the  day  and  sleepy  at  night. 

The  main  light  receptors  in  the 
eye  are  rods  and  cones,  special  cells 
that  line  the  back  of  the  eye  in  a 
layer  called  the  retina.  Rods  allow 
us  to  see  black  and  white  while 
cones  pick  up  on  colour.  It  has  been 
known  for  roughly  a  decade  that 
blind  mice,  which  lack  rods  and 
cones,  can  still  synchronize  their 
activity  with  the  light  patterns 
they  are  exposed  to,  said  Nicholas 
Mrosovsky,  Professor  Emeritus  of 
Zoology.  "One  would  think  they 
wouldn't  be  able  to  synchronize," 
said  Mrosovsky,  "therefore  there 
[we  figured]  must  be  another  recep- 
tor in  the  eye." 


Mrosovsky,  who  has  been  studying 
biological  rhythms  for  over  twenty 
years,  led  a  U  of  T  group  as  part  of  an 
international  effort  to  find  that  recep- 
tor. Melanopsin,  a  photosensitive  pig- 
ment contained  in  cells  in  the  inner 
retina  of  the  eye,  was  a  prime  suspect. 

The  research  team  tested  the 
behaviour  of  a  breed  of  mice  that  lack 
rods,  cones  and  melanopsin.  It  was 
found  that  such  mice  "could  no  longer 
synchronize  [their]  biological  rhythms 
to  light,"  explained  Mrosovsky. 

The  team  also  found  that  together, 
rods,  cones  and  melanopsin-produc- 
ing  cells  control  all  light  reactions  in 
mice,  such  as  a  pupil's  contraction, 
the  suppression  of  sleep-inducing  hor- 
mones during  the  day,  and  the  release 
of  sleep-inducing  hormones  at  night. 
Humans  also  have  melanopsin-pro- 
ducing  cells  in  the  eye,  but  "whether 
this  would  apply  to  human  beings 
has  not  yet  been  ascertained,"  said 
Mrosovsky. 

Further  experimentation  is  likely 
to  continue,  but  human  applications 
can  already  be  surmised.  It  may  be 
possible,  for  instance,  to  alter  light 
conditions  for  people  to  better  cope 
with  jet  lag  and  the  adverse  effects  of 
night-shift  work. 


KARA  DILLON 

The  eyes  are  the  window  to  the  soul,  and  possibly  to  our  sleeping 
patterns  as  well. 


SCIENCE  BRIEFS 

World's  Smallest 
Container  Made 

The  smallest  containers  in  traditional 
laboratory  equipment  hold  billions  of 
molecules  of  a  given  chemical  each,  far 
too  much  for  work  in  nanotechnology. 
Researchers  at  the  University  of  Not- 
tingham in  Britain  have  manufactured 
the  world's  smallest  containers,  each 
only  20  atoms  across.  The  nanoscale 
buckets  were  created  by  heating 
melamine  and  perylene  molecules  to- 
gether. These  molecules  self-assemble 
into  a  honeycomb  formation.  Each 
cell  of  the  honeycomb  can  be  used  to 
hold  molecules  for  very  precise  experi- 
ments. Being  able  to  isolate  and  work 
with  molecules  at  such  a  scale  is  crucial 
to  developing  nanotech  applications 
like  molecular-based  computing. 
Source:  BBC  News 
-QINGHUAWANG 


High  School 
Student  Ruins  Ten 
Second  Rule  For  All 

If  you  drop  food  on  the  floor,  it's  safe 
to  eat  as  long  as  you  pick  it  up  within 
10  seconds,  right?.  A  high  school 
student  from  Chicago  working  at  the 
University  of  Illinois  has  shown  us- 
ing environmental  scanning  electron 
microscopy  (ESEM)  that  bacteria  can 
actually  transfer  from  a  floor  surface 
to  food  in  less  than  five  seconds.  But 
Jillian  Clarke's  work  also  showed  that 
university  floors-at  least  at  U  of  Fare 
very  clean,  microbially  speaking. 
Clarke  also  found  that  women  are 
more  likely  to  eat  dropped  food  than 
men,  and  that  treats  like  cookies  and 
candies  are  more  likely  to  be  retrieved 
than  cauliflower  or  broccoli.  The  10 
second  rule,  according  to  Clarke's  in- 
vestigations, originated  with  Genghis 
Khan  who  estimated  that  it  would 
take  about  12  hours  for  food  to  become 
unsafe. 

Source:  University  of  Illinois 
-Q.H.W. 

Airlines  to  Carry 
Anti-Missile 


Systems 


The  American  government  is  planning 
on  equipping  more  than  6,800  airlin- 
ers with  anti-missile  defence  systems, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $10  billion. 
British  Airlines  also  announced  last 
week  that  it  is  considering  outfitting 
civilian  aircrafts  with  anti-missile 
systems,  and  El  AI,  an  Israeli  airline,  is 
believed  to  have  already  equipped  it's 
aircraft  with  anti-missile  technology. 
Surface-to-air  missiles  were  launched 
at  an  El  AI  flight  on  Nov.  28,  2002, 
as  it  was  leaving  Mombassa,  Kenya. 
The  shots  missed,  but  at  the  same 
time  a  car  bomb  exploded  at  a  hotel 
in  Mombassa,  killing  three  Israehs 
and  10  Kenyans.  There  could  currently 
be  thousands  of  Soviet  SA— s  available 
on  the  worldwide  arms  market-heat- 
seeking  rockets  capable  of  hitting 
aircraft  within  a  three  mile  radius. 
Source:  Associated  Press 
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Vitamin  B9  could  protect 
your  future  grandchildren 

Helps  eggs  infemale  fetus  form  properly 


by  ZOE  CORMIER 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Having  a  baby?  Eating  food  fortified 
with  vitamin  B9  during  pregnancy 
unfortunately  won't  help  prevent 
your  unborn  child  from  having 
Down  Syndrome,  but  it  may  protect 
your  grandchildren,  according  to  a 
recent  study. 

"Down  Syndrome,  or  trisomy  21,  is 
not  a  genetic  disease-the  condition 
is  almost  never  inherited,"  explains 
Dr.  Joel  Ray  of  U  of  T's  Department 
of  Medicine,  chief  author  of  the 
study,  which  appeared  in  the  July 
30  issue  of  the  American  Journal  of 
Medical  Genetics.  "A  child  with  Down 
Syndrome,  if  they  were  fertile, 
wouldn't  typically  give  it  to  their  off- 
spring." The  condition  arises  when  a 
mother's  eggs  are  forming  during  a 
process  called  meiosis.  In  meiosis  a 
normal  cell,  which  has  two  copies  of 
every  chromosome  (one  inherited 
from  the  mother  and  one  from  the 
father),  is  split  apart  to  create  cells 
with  only  one  copy  of  each  chromo- 
some. Thus  when  an  egg  meets  a 
sperm,  the  result  is  a  cell  with  a  nor- 
mal number  of  chromosomes. 

People  with  Down  Syndrome, 
however,  possess  three  copies  of 
chromosome  21.  The  chromosomes 
are  incorrectly  separated  during 
meiosis,  and  an  egg  is  created  that 
has  two  copies  of  chromosome  21. 


This  rarely  happens  with  sperm. 
"The  current  belief  is  that  nearly 
all  cases  of  trisomy  21  originate  with 
the  mother,"  said  Dr.  Ray.  When 
such  an  egg  meets  a  normal  sperm, 
the  result  is  a  baby  with  three  copies 
of  chromosome  21.  A  woman  over 
35  is  more  likely  to  produce  such 
an  egg. 

It  has  been  known  for  years  that 
folic  acid  can  help  prevent  neural 
tube  defects,  such  as  spina  bifidia, 
in  which  an  infant's  spine  doesn't 
close  completely  during  develop- 
ment and  as  a  result  the  spinal  cord 
protrudes  from  the  back,  covered 
only  by  skin  or  a  thin  membrane. 
"In  late  1997  the  United  States  initi- 
ated a  program  whereby  the  white 
flour  industry  was  required  to  add 
a  certain  amount  of  folic  acid  to 
every  kilogram  of  flour  produced 
for  this  very  reason,"  said  Dr.  Ray, 
"and  as  a  lot  of  the  flour  that  was 
being  consumed  in  the  US  was  being 
produced  in  Canada,  Canadian  flour 
millers  also  got  on  board  to  meet 
American  requirements-by  1998 
Health  Canada  realized  it  would  be 
beneficial  for  Canada  to  also  provide 
folic  acid  enriched  flour,  and  so  we 
too  began  to  consume  folic  acid 
enriched  products."  Some  rice  and 
corn  products  are  also  enriched  with 
vitamin  B9. 

As  it  is  known  that  extra  folic  acid 
in  a  cell  can  stabilize  chromosomes 


and  aid  in  DNA  repair,  Dr.  Ray  and 
his  team  suspected  that  it  may  help 
prevent  trisomy  21.  They  investi- 
gated the  question  by  examining  the 
number  of  diagnosed  cases  of  Down 
Syndrome  in  Ontario  before  and 
after  folic  acid  was  added  to  flour 
(most  cases  of  trisomy  21  are  found 
during  pregnancy).  Their  results 
showed  that  there  was  no  change. 

This  doesn't  mean,  however,  that 
vitamin  B9  may  not  help  at  all  in 
preventing  Down  Syndrome.  A 
woman's  eggs  are  formed  in  two 
stages-the  first  stage  occurs  when 
she  herself  is  a  fetus,  the  stage 
second  is  just  prior  to  ovulation  as 
an  adult.  It  may  be  possible  that 
enriching  foods  with  folic  acid  now 
may  prevent  girls  born  today  from 
having  children  themselves  with 
trisomy  21.  "But  we'll  have  to  wait 
another  15  or  20  years  to  see,"  said 
Dr.  Ray,  "and  I'm  hoping  that  if  the 
world  is  still  here  by  that  time  I  can 
investigate  that  question  myself." 

Dr.  Ray  did  stress  however  that 
although  this  study  might  seem  a  bit 
negative,  it  is  important  to  keep  in 
mind  that  folic  acid  enrichment  is 
still  beneficial.  "We  used  the  same 
methods  to  look  at  the  occurrence 
of  neural  tube  defects  in  Ontario, 
and  found  that  the  rate  went  down 
by  50  per  cent  after  1998,"  he  said. 

"The  program  that  was  initiated 
has  done  its  job." 


KARA  DILLON 

Bun  in  the  oven:  If  this  woman  eats  bread,  she's  automatically 
getting  added  amounts  of  vitamin  B9  to  protect  her  child  from 
birth  defects. 


U  of  T  automotive  engineers  win  international  competition 


by  JOANNE  TANG 

VARSITY  STAFF 


This  summer  U  of  T's  Formula 
Society  of  Automotive  Engineers 
(FSAE)  Racing  Team  placed  first 
in  the  2003  Formula  Student  com- 
petition in  Leicester,  England.  It's 
the  first  time  any  Canadian  team 
has  won  this  event.  More  than  50 
universities  from  around  the  world 
participated. 

"We've  been  on  a  high  ever  since," 
said  team  captain  Vinh  Pham. 

The  aim  of  FSAE  is  to  give  engi- 
neering students  the  opportunity  to 
build  and  design  a  small  Formula-i 
style  race  car.  In  doing  so,  they  also 
gain  experience  in  teamwork,  man- 


agement and  marketing. 

Sleek,  white  and  blue,  the  team's 
winning  car  sports  a  hybrid  carbon 
fibre  frame  and  a  Honda  engine  that 
accelerates  from  zero  to  100  kilome- 
tres per  hour  in  just  2.9  seconds. 

Competitors  raced  individually  in 
timed  sessions.  In  addition  to  plac- 
ing first  overall,  with  a  total  score 
of  885  points  out  of  a  possible  1000, 
U  of  T  also  placed  first  in  accel- 
eration and  in  endurance,  the  most 
important  category.  "It's  worth  400 
points,"  said  Pham.  If  competitors 
don't  finish  by  even  one  lap,  they 
score  an  automatic  zero.  Teams 
were  also  judged  in  design,  cost-ef- 
fectiveness, handling  of  the  car  and 
presentation. 


The  team's  car  was  improved  after 
last  year.  Suspension  was  tested  and 
retested,  and  a  lot  of  adjustments 
were  made  to  the  tires.  The  team 
also  made  the  car  prettier. 

The  most  important  innovation 
however  was  something  called  the 
data  acquisition  device.  In  the  past, 
modifications  to  driving  technique 
or  to  the  car  in  general  were  based 
on  information  given  by  the  driver, 
which  is  not  always  accurate.  With 
the  data  acquisition  device,  modifi- 
cations can  be  based  on  hard  data. 

For  example,  when  one  driver  has 
quicker  lap  times  than  another,  you 
can  look  at  when  the  drivers  apply 
their  brake  coming  into  a  turn,  and 
when  they  steer  the  wheel  coming 


out  of  it. 

"If  {another  driver]  gets  on  the 
throttle  earlier  than  me,  he's  obvi- 
ously gaining  more  speed  than  me. 
So  it  can  remind  [me]  'okay,  get  on 
the  throttle  a  little  bit  quicker,'" 
Pham  explained. 

Most  teams  did  not  complete  the 
endurance  race,  and  U  of  T  was  no 
exception.  Pham's  car  was  running 
fine  until  it  ran  out  of  fuel  five  turns 
from  the  end.  The  other  top  teams 
also  died  before  the  finish  line. 

Pham  and  his  team  members 
suspected  the  track  was  too  long, 
and  they  confirmed  this  by  check- 
ing the  information  recorded  earlier 
from  the  data  acquisition  device, 
which  has  wheel  speed  sensors  that 


map  out  the  track  and  calculate  its 
distance.  The  track  was  found  to  be 
25  km,  instead  of  the  rule-specified 
22  km. 

This  prompted  the  organizers  to 
re-measure  the  track.  "When  they 
found  that  it  was  indeed  longer, 
they  shortened  the  total  distance 
of  the  race  back  by  4  laps.  And  in 
4  fewer  laps,  we  were  still  running," 
Pham  said.  "In  the  end  we  won  the 
endurance  event  and  that  gave  us 
the  overall  win."  The  difference  in 
overall  score  between  U  of  T  and 
second  place  team  was  267  points. 

The  team  has  only  been  around 
for  five  years.  "We  really  wanted  the 
schools  in  the  U.S.  and  in  the  rest  of 
the  world  to  know  that  Toronto  is  a 


Boo  Yah!  U  of  T's  victorious  Formula  SAE  team. 


Do  you  know  about  a  new 
research  at  U  of  T,  or 
have  an  interesting  idea 
for  a  science  story? 
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Going  Further 

Local  doc  director  turns  off,  tunes  in,  and  drops  out  of  the  material  world 


by  COLIN  TAIT 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Local  filmmaker  Ron  Mann's  new 
documentary,  Go  Further,  makes  its 
Canadian  debut  this  week  at  the 
Toronto  International  Film  Festi- 
val. Incredibly,  it's  his  ninth  film 
to  screen  at  the  fest  over  a  20-year 
career  that  includes  the  acclaimed 
films  Comic  Book  Confidential,  Twist, 
and  the  popular  Genie  Award-win- 
ning effort  Grass.  In  addition,  he  has 
been  a  driving  force  in  cataloguing 
the  Alliance-Atlantis  film  archives 
for  educational  purposes.  Mann  is 
consecutively  promoting  his  lat- 
est work  alongside  the  launch  of 
his  new  film  distribution  company 
FILMSWELIKE,  a  partnership 
with  friend  and  music  promoter 
Gary  Topp.  Their  rationale  is  to 
say,  "Look,  there's  some  great  films 
out  there  that  will  be  played  at  film 
festivals,  and  then  they're  gone.  So  if 
we  can  help  these  films,  great.  Let's 
try  to  do  that.  Especially  films  that 
we  like." 

Go  Further'^  title  is  taken  from 
the  legendary  bus  that  housed  '60s 
author  Ken  Kesey's  "Merry  Prank- 
sters" on  their  trip  across  America, 
which  Mann  cites  as  an  inspiration 
for  the  film  and  the  journey  itself 

"You  know,  for  me  this  film  was  a 
road  movie.  I've  said  this  before,  but 
it  really  was  an  inspiration  for  me  in 
making  the  film,  and  that  was  Elec- 
tric Kool-Aid  Acid  Test.  And  this  is  sort 
of  Electric  Kool-Aid  Acid  Test  on  tofu." 

Go  Further  marks  the  re-team- 
ing of  Mann  and  his  Grass  narrator 
Woody  Harrelson,  and  follows  the 
actor  and  eco-activist  in  his  efforts 
to  spread  the  ecologically  conscious 
philosophy  of  "leaving  a  light  foot- 
print" along  the  way.  To  this  end, 
Harrelson  and  friends  cycle  their 
way  along  the  United  States'  West 
coast  followed  by  a  bus  fuelled  by 
hemp-seed  oil,  in  order  to  present 
an  alternative  to  today's  increasingly 
unsustainable  lifestyle.  Mann  says 
the  film  presented  him  with  new 
challenges  as  a  director  because  it 
was  quite  a  departure  from  his  usual 
methodology. 

"That's  why  I  love  documentary," 
he  says.  "I  mean,  I  had  never  made 
a  cinema-verite  film  before.  I  love 
starting  with  no  script,  and  life  is 
really  interesting,  you  know.  Truth  is 
stranger  than  fiction  in  that  way. 

"I  took  a  dramatic  form,  the  liter- 
ary devices  and  merged  them  with 
the  documentary,  so  the  film  is  kind 
of  like  a  hybrid,"  he  continues.  "The 
film  is  created  almost  in  a  three-part 
classic  dramatic  way.  And  I  had  no 
idea,  obviously,  in  starting  the  film. 


what  to  expect.  I  asked  Woody, 
'What  would  you  like  the  audience 
to  feel  at  the  end  of  the  film?'  and  he 
said,  'I  want  people  to  feel  hopeful.' 
That's  all  he  said  to  me,  the  input 
that  he  gave  me." 

While  Harrelson's  journey  pro- 
vides the  framework  for  the  film,  it's 
really  the  transformation  of  his  Will 
and  Grace  production  assistant  Steve 
that  constitutes  the  dramatic  arc  of 
the  film.  As  Steve  changes  from  self- 
professed  chain-smoker  and  fast- 
food  junkie  to  eco-conscious  yoga 
guy,  he  provides  the  audience  with 
an  extremely  likeable  anchor  who 
they  can  relate  to  along  the  way. 

"I  had  no  idea  that  Steve  was  going 
to  be  on  that  bus,"  Mann  offers  when 
asked  about  Steve's  entertaining  role 
in  the  film.  "He's  perfect,  and  Lin- 
da— I  mean,  how  does  that  happen.' 
To  go  along  with  the  documentary 
thinking  you're  making  one  movie, 
and  then  you  go  left." 

The  Linda  in  question  is  a  San 
Francisco  University  student  that 
Steve  tries  to  pick  up  along  the  way. 


and  who  ends  up  being  recruited  for 
a  leg  of  the  journey.  While  Mann  had 
over  400  hours  of  footage  to  work 
with,  as  he  began  editing,  he  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  he  had  to  let 
these  characters'  real-life  stories  play 
themselves  out.  Steve  also  provides 
much  of  the  humour  of  the  film, 
something  that  Mann  wanted  to 
make  sure  he  got  across,  especially  in 
light  of  the  public's  seeming  distaste 
for  environmental  messages. 

"From  the  400  hours  that  I  came 
back  with,  we  had  to  really  shape  it 
so  that  it  took  a  dramatic  structure, 
and  use  comedy,  because  I  think 
that  comedy  opens  up  ideas.  Ideas 
happen,"  Mann  explains. 

The  director  also  uses  what  he 
calls  "the  elegance  of  Hollywood 
form"  in  order  to  reach  as  many 
people  as  possible. 

"For  me  it  was  important  to 
make  a  film  that  was  accessible," 
Mann  points  out.  "Because  it's  easy 
to  get  preachy  about  this.  The  en- 
vironmental movement  has  been 
pretty  earnest  in  its  message,  but  has 


turned  a  lot  of  people  off.  I  wanted  to 
use  music,  for  example  (the  film  fea- 
tures interviews  with  and  music  by 
the  likes  of  Natalie  Merchant,  Dave 
Matthews,  Red  Hot  Chili  Peppers 
and  others).  You  know,  you  reach  a 
lot  more  people  through  pop  culture 
than  you  do  through  lecturing  or 
sloganeering." 

With  its  timely  message.  Go 
Further  is  destined  to  be  a  festival 
hit  as  well  as  attain  mainstream 
notoriety  (especially  coming  on  the 
heels  of  last  year's  hit  documentary, 
Michael  Moore's  Bowling  for  Col- 
umbine). Chronicling  an  alternative 
lifestyle  and  demonstrating  that  one 
person  can  make  a  difference,  it's  an 
extremely  funny,  moving,  and  enter- 
taining film.  In  light  of  recent  events 
such  as  mad  cow  disease,  deadstock/ 
Walkerton  scandals,  and  the  recent 
Big  Blackout,  Go  Further  is  an  im- 
portant and  opportune  document 
(a  la  Columbine)  reminding  us  that 
there  are  other  facts  and  opinions 
not  prescribed  by  mass  media.  Mann 
sees  this  phenomenon  growing  and 


says  that  it  takes  something  like  the 
blackout  to  make  us  see  the  folly  of 
"the  wrong  road"  that  we  as  a  society 
have  taken. 

"(When  the  blackout  occurred), 
there  was  that  idea  that  we  some- 
how have  to  fear  each  other — what 
you  expect  to  happen  is  that  there's 
going  to  be  chaos,  and  instead  what 
happened  was  that  it  was  very  or- 
derly, and  just  the  opposite,"  Mann 
recalls  of  the  recent  power  outage. 
"And  it  was  great.  I  was  very  proud 
to  be  in  this  city.  I  mean,  ultimately 
it's  about  people  power.  I  know  this 
is  going  to  sound  so  idealistic,  but 
when  I  listen  to  Patti  Smith's  song 
'People  have  the  Power',  I  still  get 
stirred  by  that. 

"'People  have  the  power/To  move, 
to  dream/To  wrestle  the  world  from 
fools...'  You  know,  that  whole  idea 
that  somehow  there's  this  illusion 
that  everything  in  the  media  is  the 
way  it  should  be.  It's  just  so  wrong. 
And  the  blackout  just  takes  away 
that  veil,  you  know,  and  says,  'No, 
this  is  the  way  we  are.'" 


18   Monday,  September  8, 2003  Arts  &  Entertainment 


mieweifemnitifxa 


Cabaret  caper  makes  for  muddled  musical 


by  JULIAN  DUNN 


Lenni  Jabour  thinks  she  has  the  ban- 
ter problem  solved. 

It's  a  perennial  quandry  faced 
by  performing  musicians  every- 
where— how  to  fill  the  gaps  between 
songs  when  one  is  on  stage?  Some 
musicians  choose  to  attempt  con- 
versation with  the  audience:  calls  of 
"How  is  everyone  doing?"  followed 
by  loud,  drunken  cheering  are  com- 
monplace at  concerts.  Others  try  to 
tell  stories  about  their  songs  or  their 
lives,  to  varying  degrees  of  success. 
One  thing  is  common  about  all  these 
strategies — most  of  the  banter  is 
ad-libbed,  often  leading  to  predict- 
ably disastrous  results.  Local  piano 
songstress  Lenni  Jabour  and  her 
band  The  Third  Floor  came  up  with 
a  novel  strategy  to  solve  this  prob- 
lem: Why  not  script  the  banter  and 
link  it  into  the  music  in  a  linear  way? 
At  this  point  it  must  have  occurred 
to  Jabour  that  this  forms  exactly 
the  basis  for  another  art  form:  the 
musical. 

Whether  or  not  Jabour's  thinking 
fell  along  these  lines,  the  end  result 
is  the  same.  Jabour's  cabaret-styled 
concerts  have  long  been  an  interest- 
ing diversion  from  the  usual  singer- 
songwriter  shows  that  grace  local 
music  venues.  Admittedly,  though, 
her  between-song  chatter  and  she- 
nanigans were  often  bizarre  as  she 
took  on  the  persona  of  different 
1920s  characters.  To  resolve  this,  Ja- 
bour recently  returned  to  the  Rivoli 
at  the  end  of  July  (following  a  year's 
hiatus  in  Los  Angeles)  to  debut  what 
she  calls  a  "musical  theatre  produc- 


tion" entitled  Songs  From  The  Third 
Floor.  Featuring  notable  guests  such 
as  Canadian  Opera  Company  singer 
Vilma  Vitois  and  actors  Mark  Al- 
duos  and  Ron  Obadia,  the  premise 
of  the  production  is  that  of  a  young 
woman  who  imagines  her  apartment 
transformed  into  a  1920s  cabaret 
with  herself  as  the  host,  replete 
with  walk-on  appearances  from 
characters  such  as  her  gay  neighbour 
Alistaif  (Obadia)  and  the  seductive, 
mysterious  Frenchwoman  from  the 
end  of  the  hall  (Vitois). 

The  extent  to  which  this  entire 
charade  worked  is  less  clear.  The 


production,  while  professionally 
written  and  produced  by  Jabour  in 
conjunction  with  Hollywood-based 
Figgy  Pudding  Productions,  suffered 
from  a  lack  of  continuity.  This  was 
likely  due  to  an  attempt  to  forcibly 
tie  together  unrelated  musical  ma- 
terial with  a  narrative;  many  of  the 
songs  featured  in  the  production 
date  from  before  Jabour's  departure 
for  Los  Angeles.  In  addition,  with 
the  exception  of  Obadia,  Alduos  and 
Vitois,  none  of  the  musicians,  Jabour 
herself  included,  were  actors.  As  the 
central  character  in  the  production, 
Jabour  could  certainly  benefit  from 


some  additional  drama  training,  as 
she  occasionally  appeared  awkward 
and  contrived. 

The  production  had  a  number  of 
positive  moments.  The  appearance 
of  Obadia  as  Alistair  Lowy,  the 
smartly-dressed  "gay  neighbour", 
accompanied  by  a  number  with  that 
theme,  was  very  clever  and  served  as 
an  example  of  the  kind  of  cohesive- 
ness  between  the  dramatic  and  musi- 
cal material  that  was  needed  for  the 
show  to  succeed.  The  same  can  be 
said  for  Vitois'  walk-on  as  the  mys- 
terious, sexy  French  woman  from 
down  the  hall.  Dressed  in  a  slinky 


black  evening  dress  and  armed  with 
a  glass  of  red  wine,  she  delivers  a  hi- 
larious send-up  of  the  classic  femme 
fatale  role. 

Jabour  is  a  musician  and  song- 
writer first,  and  while  the  dramatic 
element  adds  an  interesting  twist 
to  the  performance,  she  should  be 
evaluated  on  the  basis  of  whether 
the  music  is  acceptable  or  not.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  Jabour  is  a  first-rate 
songwriter — her  songs  are  catchy, 
well-orchestrated  and  make  good 
use  of  her  talents  as  a  pianist,  as  well 
as  those  of  her  five-piece  orchestra. 
Her  vocal  abilities  are  another  mat- 
ter, however.  After  many  years  on 
the  club  circuit,  she  still  has  not 
lost  the  edge  in  her  voice  as  well  as 
her  tendency  to  growl  out  lyrics  at 
the  top  of  her  lungs.  One  audience 
member  was  overheard  to  remark 
that  Jabour  is  at  a  point  in  her  career 
where  she  needs  to  retain  a  voice 
coach  to  smooth  out  some  of  those 
deficiencies. 

As  a  whole,  Songs  From  The  Third 
Floor  was  an  interesting  attempt  to 
meld  drama  with  music.  To  call  it  an 
actual  musical,  however,  would  be 
stretching  the  definition  of  what  a 
musical  really  is.  At  best,  the  produc- 
tion was  a  concert  with  that  dreaded 
enemy  of  the  performing  musician, 
the  chatter  between  songs,  tidied  up 
and  packaged  as  a  neat  unit.  Judged 
against  that  yardstick,  Jabour  does 
manage  to  come  out  on  top,  carried 
by  her  songwriting  and  performance 
skills,  less  so  by  her  attempt  at 
drama. 

Lenni  Jabour  plays  a  rare  solo  show  at 
C'est  What  September  12"'. 
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Our  STUDENT  SEAT  SALE  is  on  till  then.  Great  rates,  plus: 

•  Reserve  your  seat  home  for  Christmas  NOW  for  only  $20* 

and 

•  Low  season  rates  for  high  season  dates  -  the  best  deal  for  Christmas. 

•  Only  $30  to  change  dates,  compared  with  up  to  hundreds  of  dollars  on  other 
tickets.  Get  your  Christmas  flight  now,  and  change  when  your  exam  schedule 
comes  out  if  needed. 
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Admirable  al  fresco  acting    GET  INVOLVED  FAIR 


bvSHAKIRHAQ 


Coriolanus  is  neither  one  of  Shake- 
speare's greatest  works,  nor  one 
of  his  most  popular.  It  lacks  the 
poetic  language  and  hosts  a  cast 
of  characters  who  are  somewhat 
underdeveloped  and  one-dimen- 
sional, unlike  most  of  the  Bard's 
works.  Being  an  overtly  political 
though  fictional  story,  it  shares 
the  looming  monotony  that  often 
infects  most  Shakespearean  trag- 
edies and  histories  such  as  Julius 
Caesar  or  Richard  III. 

Yet,  beneath  the  setting  sun  on 
a  cool  but  comfortable  summer 
evening,  with  the  grass  as  our 
seats,  the  steps  of  Philosopher's 
Walk  our  stage,  and  nature  as  our 
soundscape,  something  magical 
occurred  that  transformed  this 
mediocre  Shakespearean  tragedy 
into  a  masterpiece. 

This  tragedy  takes  place  in  an- 
cient Rome,  portraying  the  story 
of  an  aristocratic  soldier,  Caius 
Martius.  Proud  and  patriotic, 
Martius  leads  the  patricians  of 
Rome  into  battle  against  the 
Volsces,  who  they  defeat,  result- 
ing in  a  takeover  of  the  city  of 
Corioles.  Following  this  victory 
Martius  acquires  the  name  Co- 
riolanus. Returning  from  battle, 
Coriolanus  attempts  to  run  for  of- 
fice, but  is  forced  into  exile  due  to 
two  tribunes  of  Rome  who  poison 
voters  into  believing  he  is  an  en- 
emy of  the  people.  Embittered  by 
this,  Coriolanus  joins  the  Volsces. 
Rome  deteriorates,  the  people 
realize  the  mistake  in  expelling 
Coriolanus  and  his  friends  go  to 
him  and  beg  for  his  return,  but 
it's  his  mother  who  brings  him 
back  to  Rome.  Upon  his  return, 
the  jealous  Tullus  Aufidius,  who 
Coriolanus  overshadowed  while 
with  the  Volsces,  orchestrates 
Coriolanus'  assassination. 

Expressive  and  animated 
acting  (by  the  largely  U  of  T 
ensemble)  was  one  of  the  means 
used  to  make  this  show  a  success. 
Jeremy  Hutton's  heartbreaking 
performance  as  Coriolanus  was 
not  only  captivating,  but  simply 
put,  flawless.  His  delivery  was 
full  of  emotion,  which  forced  the 
audience  to  sympathize  with  such 
an  arrogant  but  ill-fated  charac- 
ter. The  passion  Shakespeare  had 
intended  for  this  role  gleamed 
through  with  Hutton's  excellently 


«  The  only  way 
to  have  a  friend, 
is  to  be  one  ...  » 

R.  W.  Emerson 

Best  Buddies  Canada 

is  a  national  charity 
dedicated  to  fostering 
friendships  between 
people  with  intellectual 
disabilities  and  students. 

We  are  looking  for 
volunteers! 

For  more  information  : 
www.bestbuddies.ca 
or  contact  the  Head  Office  at 
1-888-779-0061 
416-531-0003 
info@bestbuddies.ca 
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Coriolanus 


Starring  Jeremy  Hutton,  Dave 
Tripp,  Andrea  Wasserman 


Directed  by  Joel  Grothe 


Produced  by  Hart  House  Theatre 
and  Canopy  Theatre  Company 


Saturday,  August  9 


Rating:  WW 


timed  monologues  and  clear,  crisp 
articulation.  In  the  role  of  Men- 
enius,  Dave  Tripp  was  also  well- 
cast.  His  lighthearted  portrayal 
was  compelling  and  at  the  same 
time  managed  to  be  the  perfect 
relaxed  foil  to  Hutton's  intense 
Coriolanus,  providing  the  neces- 
sary balance  in  such  a  stoic  play. 
Andrea  Wasserman  as  Volumnia 
presented  the  potency  required 
for  this  integral  role.  Her  final 
scene  in  the  second  act,  where  she 
pleads  with  her  son  to  return  to 

See  COBOLABI CIS  on  page  20 


$3.5M  IN  SrUDBUT  SALARIES 
THURSDAY.SEPT.il,  2003 

11AM -6PM  MAIN  FOYHi 

PASSPOR?  KICK-OFF 

'PASSPORT  LEADEKSHIP  BlUCAIION  IDAINW  SERIES 

FREE  REFRESHMENTS,  PRIZES.  MUSIC 

MONDAY,  SEPT.  22, 2003 

4-5PMMAiNF0YBi 

CREATING  YOUR  IfADBISHIP  PORIFOUO 

DEVELOPING  YOURSELF  AS  THE  360"  STUDENT 

RRST  SESSION  -  FRE  RBUBHMQITS 

MONDAY,  SEPT.  29. 2003 

4:10- 6PM  BOISONLOUNGEawch 


For  mor^forml 
or  any  Leadership  Education, 
please  visit  our  wet^e  @  www.utoronto.ca7pWysRi!?!!fan= 
or  contacS  amanda.bunday@utoronto.ca  or  4^  ? 


Just  ask  this  star  player.  Or  the  mascot  about  to  run  him  down. 


www.OLGCca 

9    For  more  information  call  1-800-387-0098  pour  renseignements  en  f  ran^ais. 
KNOW  YOUR  LIMIT.  PLAY  WITHIN  IT! 
The  Ontario  Problem  Gambling  Helpline  1-888-230-3505. 


PRXJNE  rs  gc?/efn£d  by  J^iG  Rules  respe-i^ting  PBOUNE  '.vtKh  are  available  fr<XTi  Ihe  CCGC  tipon  request  T>>ese  Ruiss  osniain  Itnualtans  ol  tebflfiy.  Sport  ksjety  prcxftxSs  are  rx>!  associstod  wfih.  spcnsorcd  by.  auSmjed  by  or  erxtefssd  by.  any  spons  league.  rT>en-.t*-' 
•earns.  pSsyers,  ali^leles.  pofTSonaiitjes.  or  oDier  affdiates  bi  a.ny  v^^ty'  Mju  mus!  be  a  rrvn;niL-m  or  18  years  ot  ago  !o  partidpalo.  CIGC  may,  at  any  time  arxJ  as  Is  sole  dsCK!^.  refuse  lo  issue  lickeis  bearing  any  seiection  arxl  may  Srrfl  Ihe  aggregaie  wagersig  Cf  prize  payout. 


20    Monday,  September  8. 2003 


Arts  &  Entertainment 


reiiiew@tlinartit]|.ea 


Your  homepage  for  online  wankery 


http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us/stat/finalmeals.htm 


Let's  face  it;  there's  no  justice  like  Texas  jus- 
tice, and  in  that  spirit,  the  Lone  Star  state  has 
blessed  us  with  their  department  of  justice's 
Web  site.  Not  only  does  the  site  have  all 
the  usual  bells  and  whistles  of  a  government 
agency,  but  in  Texas  you  go  big  or  go  home, 
so  the  state  has  included  the  final  meals  and 
last  words  of  the  more  than  300  executed 
inmates  that  have  gone  through  the  system  in 
the  last  couple  of  years.  So  what  does  a  Dead 
Man  Walking  order  before  meeting  his  mak- 
er? Well,  this  is  the  South,  so  popular  items 
include  all  manner  of  fried  chicken,  chicken 
fried  steak  and  Dr.  Pepper,  not  to  mention  lu- 
dicrous requests  such  as  24  tacos  or  "justice." 
The  last  words  section  of  the  site  has  a  much 
creepier  bent  to  it,  with  many  of  the  damned 
either  apologizing  to  their  victim's  families 


or  completely  denying  that  they  commit- 
ted the  crime  in  the  first  place.  Some  go  to 
extreme  measures  to  do  this,  even  bringing 
up  ballistics  in  their  sermons.  Others,  more 
stoic  about  their  fate,  simply  welcome  the 
lethal  injection,  with  one  Vietnam  vet  clos- 
ing with  the  Vietnamese  phrase  for  "let's  do 
it."  Get  your  morbid  fix  of  Texas  justice  at 
www.tdcj.state.tx.us/stat/finalmeals.htm 


DiPARIMENT  OF 
ORtMINAL  JUSTICE 
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Rome,  was  honest  and  sincere. 

Not  only  were  the  lead  perfor- 
mances of  a  superior  quahty,  but 
the  supporting  cast  provided  a 
foundation  without  which  the 
show  could  have  been  highly  mo- 
notonous. Impressive  fight  scenes 
and  crowd  scenes  were  depicted 

Not  only  were  the  lead 
performances  of  a 
superior  quality,  but 
the  supporting  cast 
provided  a  foundation 
without  which  the 
show  could  have  been 
highly  monotonous. 

realistically  and  pleasingly  ani- 
mated. 

What  was  most  incredible 
about  the  performance  was  how 
the  cast  overcame  the  issue  of 
acoustics  at  this  outdoor  venue. 


Philosopher's  Walk  has  to  be  one 
of  the  most  echo-producing  areas 
on  campus.  That  the  audience 
was  able  to  grasp  clearly  what 
most  of  the  characters  were  say- 
ing is  a  feat  in  itself,  which  could 
be  attributed  to  the  cast's  high 
level  of  articulation.  In  addition 
to  the  constant  echo  of  voices, 
projection  almost  became  an  is- 
sue, as  when  actors  were  not  fac- 
ing a  wall,  their  voice  would  carry 
off  into  the  atmosphere  before 
reaching  the  audience — but  this 
was  dealt  with  fairly  well. 

In  terms  of  choosing  Philoso- 
pher's Walk  as  the  performance 
location,  it  felt  as  though  this 
play  was  written  for  this  venue, 
a  product  of  the  clever  blocking 
and  inventive  usage  of  space.  De- 
spite an  energy  dip  in  the  second 
act,  a  few  key  moments  of  insuf- 
ficient volume,  and  a  few  costume 
pieces  which  seemed  extremely 
unfitting  in  the  generally  modern 
dress  theme  (specifically  the  red 
vest  which  Coriolanus  wore  for 
the  first  act),  the  production, 
directed  by  Joel  Grothe,  was 
nothing  short  of  enjoyable  and 
impressive. 
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From  Satoshi  Kon,  Director  Of  Perfect  Blue 

MILLENNIUM 


Opens  in  theatre  SEPTEMBER  12th,  2003 


Waiiberg  Building 
Enpineenna 


I  COLLEGE  I 


(Cumberland  House  -  33  St.  George) 
acftoronto^a)hotmail.com 
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sports@tlievarsity.ca  1.     V^/X  V.  J.  Monday,  September  8, 2003  21 


Vanier  promo  a  knockout 


REBECCA  ADDELMAN 

Triple  threat:  "Terrible"  Terry  Tate  tackles  the  Budweiser  guy  at 
a  joint  NFL/CIS  conference.  Queen's  QB  Tommy  Denison  (sitting 
left)  and  Randall  "Ultimate  Weapon"  Cunningham  (sitting  far 
right)  look  on. 


by  MARK ILCZYSZYN 
VARSITY  STAFF 


On  Thursday  a  press  conference  was 
held  by  the  National  Football  League 
and  the  CIS.  Its  main  purpose  was  to 
hype  the  upcoming  football  season 
in  the  CIS  and  to  get  people  excited 
about  the  "Road  to  the  Vanier  Cup." 

The  CIS  paraded  last  year's  Hec 
Crighton  winner,  Golden  Gael 
Tommy  Denison,  who  was  the  only 
quarterback  to  throw  for  more  than 
3,000  yards  in  one  season.  He  also 
broke  the  record  for  the  most  passing 
yards  in  a  single  game  with  561. 

The  "Ultimate  Weapon,"  Randall 
Cunningham  (Eagles,  Vikings),  was 
the  main  attraction  for  most.  "I  am 
here  representing  the  NFL,"  he  told 
the  gathering  of  athletes,  media,  and 
fans.  "This  is  my  first  opportunity  to 


get  to  Canada.  It's  pretty  awesome... 
the  NFL  is  really  pushing  to  get  some 
more  Canadian  players." 

Cunningham  ended  his  speech  by 
telling  football  fans  in  Canada  to 
"keep  supporting  the  NFL."  He  also 
added  that  he  has  been  supporting 
the  CFL  for  a  long  time,  ever  since 
his  buddy  Damon  Allen  started  play- 
ing up  here. 

A  memorable  moment  at  the  event 
was  "Terrible"  Terry  Tate  the  Reebok 
spokesperson  handing  out  bobble 
heads  for  tricks.  One  spectator  beat 
boxed,  another  did  48  push-ups  to 
earn  a  bobble  head. 

The  CIS  must  be  nothing  short 
of  ecstatic  with  the  partnership  it  is 
forming  with  the  NFL.  The  2003  Va- 
nier Cup  will  hopefully  see  a  packed 
SkyDome  on  game  day,  Saturday, 
Nov.  22. 


Hold  your  fire 

Rifle  &  revolver  clubs  hit  their  mark  at  nationals 


by  MATTSOMERS 
VARSITY  STAFF 


The  Hart  House  Rifle  and  Revolver 
clubs  have  always  been  known  for 
their  deadly  accuracy,  but  the  past 
year's  success  can  only  be  described 
as  a  bull's-eye. 

Revolver  member  Deepinder 
Singh  had  tremendous  success  at  the 
National  Pistol  Championships  in 
Alberta.  Singh's  stellar  performance 
earned  him  a  spot  on  the  Canadian 
national  team  in  two  Olympic  dis- 
ciplines, 50m  free  pistol  and  lom  air 
pistol. 

The  Hart  House  Rifle  Club  can 
also  boast  success  on  the  national 
stage.  They  scored  big  at  the  Shooting 
Federation  of  Canada  2003  nationals 
in  Calgary  that  ran  from  July  11-20. 

Four  members  of  the  Ontario 
team  were  from  U  of  T:  Garros  Fung, 
Cindy  Peart,  Keith  Luk  and  Nicholas 


Charland. 

"Literally,  we  have  travelled  thou- 
sands of  kilometres  to  seek  perfec- 
tion at  the  scale  of  millimetres,"  said 
Fung,  who  has  been  on  the  rifle  team 
since  1997.  "Shooting  is  no  different 
than  any  other  professional  sport:  it 
requires  a  lot  of  physical  and  mental 
training  ...  and  attention  to  detail." 

When  asked  whether  he  felt  any 
pressure  representing  U  of  T  on  a 
national  stage,  Garros  replied  that 
a  sense  of  pride  outweighed  other 
stresses.  "Our  team  has  been  to  the 
Toronto  league  and  provincial  com- 
petitions, but  this  is  the  first  time  we 
went  to  the  nationals  as  a  team." 

Fung  placed  first  in  the  second 
group  of  the  sporting  rifle  prone 
expert  class  event,  with  Keith  Luk 
finishing  right  behind  him  in  sec- 
ond. Cindy  Peart  took  fourth  and 
Nick  Charland  grabbed  a  tenth 
place  finish. 
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No  space  on  varsity  teams 

More  athletes  in  the  mix  makes  for  hopeful  coaches 


byMICAYLAGRESCHNER 


This  fall  it  seems  that  the  double 
cohort  is  affecting  everything  but 
the  weather.  Twice  as  many  high 
school  graduates,  twice  as  many 
university  applicants,  twice  as 
many  first  year  students,  every- 
thing is  being  thrown  off  kilter. 
One  arena  of  university  life  that  is 
certainly  having  its  balance  shifted 
is  varsity  sports. 

With  only  a  certain  number 
of  positions  available  on  varsity 
teams,  coaches  are  being  faced  with 
the  arduous  task  of  paring  their 
teams  down  to  regular  size,  despite 
having  up  to  double  the  number  of 
athletes  trying  out. 

Guido  Geisler,  head  coach  of  the 
women's  soccer  team,  estimated 
that  he  had  roughly  twice  as  many 
girls  trying  out  for  the  team  this 
year  than  he  has  had  in  previous 
years.  Geisler  agreed  with  assistant 
coach  Anthony  Capotosto  when  he 
said  that  they  had  "done  their  best 
to  ensure  that  everyone  had  ample 
opportunities  to  show  their  skills 
off  during  the  tryouts." 

Despite  the  efforts  of  the  coaches 
to  involve  as  many  players  they  can 
in  the  league,  close  to  15  eager  and 
talented  soccer  enthusiasts  will  be 


cut  from  the  women's  team  this 
year. 

While  the  coaches  battle  with 
making  the  cuts,  the  athletes  are 
fighting  to  secure  a  spot  on  the 
teams.  The  veteran  players  are 
faced  with  ample  new  competi- 
tion and  the  rookie  players  find 
themselves  in  a  tough  situation. 
They  are  discovering  that  to  make 
the  cut  they  not  only  have  to  com- 
pete against  older  players,  but  also 
against  each  other. 

Lynn  Wilkins,  about  to  begin 
her  fourth  year  as  a  striker  on  the 
women's  soccer  team,  likened  the 
varsity  soccer  tryouts  to  a  military 
training  camp.  "It  was  like  there 
was  an  army  of  girls  running 
around  the  field,"  she  commented 
after  an  early  season  practice. 

With  all  of  the  extra  players 
comes  a  lot  of  extra  skill.  John 
Vidovich,  head  coach  of  the  men's 
soccer  team,  noticed_  a  big  differ- 
ence in  the  caliber  of  players  dur- 
ing tryouts  this  pre-season.  Vidov- 
ich was  not  pleased  to  announce, 
however,  that  he  would  have  to 
cut  some  of  his  veteran  players 
in  favour  of  new  talent.  He  said 
that  having  to  do  so  was  a  "heart 
wrenching  decision." 

Vidovich  estimates  that  when 


everything  is  said  and  done,  well 
over  100  boys  will  have  tried  out 
for  a  team  that  will  only  end  up 
carrying  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
22  players. 

One  thing  that  everyone  seems 
to  agree  on  is  that  U  of  T's  var- 
sity teams  are  looking  good  for  the 
coming  season.  Sarah  Hall,  head 
coach  of  the  women's  rugby  team, 
and  Todd  Pepper,  head  coach  of 
the  women's  lacrosse  team,  echoed 
each  other  in  saying  that  their 
prospects  for  the  season  are  opti- 
mistic and  that  the  skill  level  of  the 
players  is  very  promising. 

While  Vidovich  and  Geisler 
agree  that  the  athletic  ability  is 
high  and  both  have  realistic  hopes 
of  their  teams  doing  well  this 
season,  Vidovich  is  interested  to 
see  what  other  schools,  namely 
Western  and  Laurier,  will  present 
in  terms  of  players  this  year.  He 
noted  that  if  his  teams'  skill  level 
was  higher  than  normal,  then  other 
schools  must  be  experiencing  the 
same  thing.  Although  a  little  ap- 
prehensive about  what  the  season 
will  bring,  Vidovich  is  standing 
by,  feeling  "quietly  confident," 
and  looking  forward  to  some  good 
soccer. 


Blues  foiled  again  by  gale  force  Gaels 


Queen's  72,  U  of  T  o 

In  a  game  which  ended  up  meaning  little  for  the  los- 
ers and  even  less  for  the  victors,  the  Queen's  Golden 
Gaels  sleepwalked  over  the  U  of  T  Varsity  Blues 
72-0  in  action  at  the  new  Varsity  Field  Saturday 
afternoon.  Toronto  had  little  chance  to  win  in 
this  contest,  despite  Queen's  appearing  to  slumber 
through  the  game.  The  obvious  talent  gap  between 
the  nationally  ranked  Gaels  and  the  rebuilding  Blues 
was  put  on  display  throughout  the  afternoon.  Queen's 
quarterbacks  Tommy  Denison  and  Ryan  Sheahan 
threw  for  three  touchdowns,  and  the  Queen's  ground 


ADAMREID 


attack  added  three  more  majors.  While  never  really 
having  a  chance,  the  young  Blues  fought  admirably  at 
times,  although  their  frustration  was  palpable  in  their 
sometimes  chippy  play.  Toronto  receiver  Ian  Watson 
had  the  lone  big  play  for  Toronto,  a  31-yard  reception 
late  in  the  third  quarter.  "I  wasn't  especially  un- 
happy with  the  game,"  summed  up  Blues  coach  Steve 
Howlett,  "the  most  important  part  is  to  get  the  play- 
ers on  the  same  page,  and  the  results  will  follow."  All 
in  all,  despite  the  loss,  the  general  atmosphere  around 
the  Varsity  team  is  becoming  exactly  what  Howlett  is 
striving  for  -  an  eye  to  the  future,  with  a  hand  in  the 
present.  RUSSHOFF 
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Woody  goes  yogi 

Get  buff  by  stretching  like  a  star 


We  all  know  that  the  yoga  bandwagon  has  come  and  gone,  stopping  along 
the  way  to  pick  up  the  likes  of  Madonna  and  Sting.  But  the  practice  of 
yoga,  in  its  many  and  varied  forms,  may  be  one  of  the  better  ways  to  stay 
mentally  and  physically  fit  during  the  academic  year.  It  also  works  wonders 
on  a  booze-addled  liver,  and  can  magically  cleanse  bowels  clogged  with 
french  fries  and  sloppy  joes.  Hollywood  veteran  Woody  Harrelson  showed 
hundreds  of  yoga  enthusiasts  some  of  his  favourite  postures  on  King's 
College  Circle  yesterday,  and  we  can't  help  but  want  to  share  his  yogic 
secrets. 


Bow  Posture 


Cobra  Posture 


Technique: 

1.  Begin  by  lying  down  on  the  stomach,  reach 
back  and  grasp  the  ankles.  Inhale. 

2.  Lifting  legs,  head  and  chest,  arch  the  back 
into  a  bow.  Retain  breath,  then  exhale  and  lie 
flat. 

3.  Repeat  three  or  four  times 
Benefits: 

1.  Massages  abdominal  muscles  and  organs 

2.  Good  for  gastrointestinal  disorders,  consti- 
pation, upset  stomach,  sluggish  liver 

3.  Reduces  abdominal  fat 


Technique: 

1.  Start  on  your  stomach  and  place  your  hands 
on  the  floor  beside  your  chest. 

2.  Place  your  hands,  palms  down,  under  your 
shoulders  on  the  floor.  Inhaling,  raise  the  chest 
and  head,  arching  the  back.  Stretch  the  body  as 
completely  as  possible. 

3.  Hold  your  breath,  then  exhale  while  slowly 
lowering  to  the  floor.  Repeat  two  to  seven 
times. 

Benefits: 

1.  Tones  ovaries,  uterus  and  liver 

2.  Strengthens  back  muscles,  abdomen  and 
entire  upper  body 

3.  Excellent  for  slipped  discs,  back  ache,  and 
limbering  the  spine 


Twist  Posture 

Technique: 

1.  Sit  on  the  floor  with  both  legs  extended 

2.  Cross  the  right  foot  over  the  left  knee, 
place  it  firmly  on  the  floor,  keeping  the  left 
hand  on  the  right  toes 

3.  Stretch  out  the  right  arm  and  twist  it 
around  the  back  of  your  waistline  as  far  as 
you  can.  The  open  palm  and  the  wrist  should 
be  resting  on  the  left  hipbone. 

4.  Keep  both  the  head  and  spine  straight, 
and  the  entire  sole  of  your  right  foot  on  the 
floor.  Inhale  deeply. 

5.  While  exhaling,  slowly  start  turning 
your  head,  then  shoulders  and  back,  to  the 
right.  You  will  find  that  you  are  able  to  twist 
still  a  little  more  to  your  right.  Do  not  bend 
your  head  while  doing  so.  Keep  your  chin  up. 

6.  Remain  in  this  position,  holding  your 
breath  for  as  long  as  you  can,  then  start  in- 
haling. At  the  same  time,  slowly  unwind  the 
twist  until  the  head,  shoulders  and  back  are 
in  the  original  position  again. 

7.  Repeat  on  the  opposite  side. 

Benefits: 

1.  The  twist  helps  adrenal  glands,  kidneys, 
liver  and  spleen 

2.  Helpful  for  asthma,  indigestion,  consti- 
pation and  obesity 

3.  Strengthens  the  spine  and  corrects 
stooping 


Lotus  Posture 

Technique: 

1.  Keep  the  right  foot  on  the  left  thigh 

2.  Start  bouncing  the  right  knee.  If  the 
bouncing  knee  easily  touches  the  floor,  then 
bend  the  left  knee,  take  hold  of  the  left  foot 
with  both  hands,  gently  glide  it  over  the 
crossed  right  leg  and  place  it  on  the  right 
thigh. 

3.  Now  your  legs  should  be  symmetrical  and 
in  the  lotus  position 

4.  Hands  should  be  kept  on  the  knees  with 
palms  open,  and  the  thumb  and  second  finger 
of  each  hand  touching. 

Benefits: 

1.  This  pose  has  a  calming  effect  on  the 
mind  and  the  nerves 

2.  Keeps  the  spine  erect  and  helps  develop 
good  posture 

3.  Will  keep  you  from  going  insane  come 
exam  time 

4.  You  become  mad  flexible 


Warning:  Some  postures  are  not  for  persons 
suffering  from  peptic  ulcer,  hernia,  or  cases  of 
thyroid  or  endocrine  gland  disorders 


Source:  www.holistic-online.com 
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Frosh  fifteen... Molson  muscle... spare  tire.. .no  thank  you 
How  to  not  get  fat  in  first  year  by  eating  well 


bySACHABHINDER 

VARSITY  STAFF 


For  most  students,  this  is  their  first 
year  Hving  on  their  own  and  having 
to  care  for  themselves.  As  courses 
begin  and  the  pile  of  unfinished 
work  accumulates,  nutrition  takes  a 
back  seat  to  "education"  -  or  at  least 
that's  what  you  tell  your  parents.  But 
it's  important  to  recognize  that  what 
goes  into  your  body  directly  affects 
what  your  body  can  accomplish. 

Much  like  a  car  will  run  poorly  if 
you  fill  it  with  a  cheap  grade  of  gaso- 
line, poor  foodstuffs  will  not  allow 
your  body  to  perform  to  its  fullest. 
To  help  prevent  taking  home  extra 
flab  at  Thanksgiving,  sneak  a  peek 
at  this  review  of  the  fundamentals 
of  good  nutrition  and  a  healthy 
lifestyle. 


Calorie  wasteland 

Popular  belief  holds  that  exact  calo- 
rie counting  and  strict  portion  sizes 
are  the  only  way  to  follow  a  balanced 
diet.'  In  reality,  it's  not  that  com- 
plicated. Basically,  good  nutrition 
requires  an  understanding  of  what 
your  body  needs  and  what  you  can 
eat  to  fulfill  those  needs. 


Golden  Guide 

The  best  place  to  start  for  a  healthy 
diet  is  the  Canadian  Daily  Food 
Guide,  that  chart  you  learned  to 
love  back  in  elementary  school.  It 
lists  the  four  major  food  groups — 
sorry,  artifical  orange  isn't  one  of 
them — and  daily  recommended 
servings. 

As  a  rule,  a  serving  size  is  about 
the  size  of  a  clenched  fist.  By  follow- 
ing the  serving  recommendations, 
you  will  provide  your  body  with  an 
adequate  amount  of  nutrients  that 
it  requires  to  properly  function. 
But  beware  the  fat!  Fatty  foods  and 
sauces  may  add  flavour  and  variety 
to  your  food,  but  they  literally  make 
you  fat.  Consume  them  in  modera- 
tion to  control  excess  calories. 

The  benefits  of  following  the  food 
guide  are  many.  Not  only  does  it 
prove  that  mom  is  always  right,  it 
also  helps  expand  your  eating  hori- 
zons. The  guide  does  not  limit  eat- 
ing to  specific  food  products,  only 
to  specific  classes  of  food  products. 
There's  no  need  to  cut  out  the  carbs 
if  you  follow  this  guide,  just  make 
sure  you  don't  eat  more  than  5-12 
fistfuls  and  you'll  be  just  fine. 


green  vegetables  is  a  nutritious  way 
to  ensure  adequate  dietary  iron. 

Added  iron  intake  will  also  help 
athletes  who  may  be  prone  to  sport- 
induced  anemia.  When  you  exercise 
or  play  a  sport,  your  body  destroys 
countless  old  red  blood  cells.  Since 
exercise  demands  efficient  oxygen 
transport,  the  body  creates  new  red 
blood  cells  to  replenish  the  blood 
supply.  An  iron  supplement  will  al- 
low the  body  to  have  enough  iron  to 
create  the  red  blood  cells. 


Coked  out 

One  of  the  biggest  calorie  and  nutri- 
ent traps  comes  in  the  form  of  soft 
drinks.  Almost  all  carbonated  soft 
drinks  have  hefty  levels  of  fructose. 
While  fructose  is  common  in  fruit, 
and  is  known  as  a  fruit  sugar,  in  soft 
drinks  the  high  fructose  concentra- 
tion prevents  most  of  it  from  being 
burned.  From  there  the  fructose 
winds  up  as  fat,  the  hardest  form  of 


fuel  for  the  body  to  burn. 

We  advise  that  you  stick  to  either 
diet  soft  drinks  or  beer.  Beer  doesn't 
have  any  calories  and  it  makes  you 
live  longer... 


Preaching  Moderation 

Nutrition  is  an  important  aspect  of 
university  life  and  an  element  of  aca- 
demic success  that  few  students  rec- 
ognize. Not  only  will  diet  decisions 
affect  the  present,  the  patterns  and 
habits  you  associate  with  eating  will 
stay  with  you  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 
If  you  choose  a  balanced,  moderate 
path  today,  you  will  reap  the  benefits 
of  good  health  for  years  to  come. 

Remember  this? 

Daily  recommended  intake: 
Grain  products:  5-12  servings 
Meat  and  meat  alternatives: 


2-3 


servmgs 

Fruit  &  veg:  5-10  servings 
Dairy:  2-4  servings 


WWW.CANDY-B0UQUET.COM 


Don't  skip  breakie 

It  is  essential  that  you  consume  at 
least  three  meals  a  day,  and  that 
a  filling  breakfast  is  one  of  those 
meals.  It  has  been  shown  that 
breakfast  skippers  tend  to  be  fatter 
than  those  that  consume  a  regular 
breakfast  and  that  meal  skippers  in 
general  tend  to  more  than  make  up 
for  the  calories  later  in  the  day. 


Vegetarians  take  note 

In  light  of  recent  meat  quality  issues 
in  the  GTA,  vegetarianism  might  be 
a  new  lifestyle  choice  for  you;  but, 
beware  of  the  perils  associated  with 
a  no-meat  diet.  Meat  products  are 
rich  in  iron,  iron  is  a  fundamental 
component  of  hemoglobin,  and  he- 
moglobin is  responsible  for  deliver- 
ing oxygen  in  your  body.  No  meat 
means  a  reduction  in  iron  intake 
and  the  risk  of  developing  a  condi- 
tion known  as  anemia.  To  this  end, 
regular  consumption  of  dark,  leafy 
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Classifieds 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808  -  GOOD  PAY:  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS 

Needed  to  present  fun  hands-on  activi- 
ties in  schools  and  at  b-day  parties.  Car 
and  exp.  with  kids  req'd.  No  science 
background  needed.  Exciting  activities 
such  as  slime  and  rockets.  Pay:  $20-$25/l 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5258  Ext  26. 


BATHURST/WILSON 
(FURNISHED  OR  UNFURNISHED) 

Lrg  New  1  bdrm  Bsmt  Apt.  Separate 
entrance.  Great  location,  2  min  wlk  to 
TTC.  Cable,  util,  a/c,  laundry  incl.  Prefer 
quiet,  non  smok,  no  pts.  avail  immed. 
416-398-3663. 

ELLESMERE&MORNINGSIDE 

2  bedroom  Luxuiy  Condo  to  share.  5  mins 
to  U  of  T.  Rm  &  Board,  linen  serv.,  internet, 
cable,  gym,  sauna,  tennis.  $700.00/mth. 
416-283-9317. 


RESUME  WRITING 

Professional  resume  writing  and  job 
search  strategy  by  a  MBA  graduate. 
E-mail  Doug  at  djslll@hotmail.com 
under  subject  heading  "RESUME".  Special 
rates  for  students. 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Basic  cable  (28  channel)  Free  instal- 
lation, 2  .mo  half  price.  High  speed 
internet  (7  email  address)  Free  install, 
free  delivery.  1  mo  free,  4  mo/half  price 
(Full  pr  $44.95).  Light  speed,  free  install, 
4  mo  19.95,  after  full  pr.  $29.95/mo.  Free 
cell  phone  with  1-2  yr  contract.  $40/350 
min  in  business  hrs.  Call  any  time:  Leave 
your  name,  address,  telephone.  1  call  you 
back  to  clear  the  order:  416-760-4971. 

WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compunow  416/539-9443. 


ESSAY  HELP -RESEARCH  AND 
WRITING 

Highly  qualified  graduates  to  help  in  most 
subjects.  Winning  applications,  entrance 
letters  from  dedicated  writing  experts. 
416-960-9042.  www.customessaycom 


VARSITY 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00  for 
non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including 
spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $  2 .00.  No  copy  changesafter  submission, 
no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue -Thursday  noon,  for 
Thursday  issue -Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 
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Health  plan: 
"We  were  all 
duped." 


Ready  to  work 


by  GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 
VARSITY  STAFF 


The  new  SAC  health  and  dental  in- 
surance plan  is  already  being  hailed 
as  an  improvement  over  past  years, 
but  the  plan  it  replaced  continues  to 
haunt  SAC  and  will  likely  result  in 
legal  trouble  down  the  road. 

What  was  supposed  to  be  a  routine 
contract  signing  in  February  turned 
into  a  multimillion-dollar  fiasco  by 
the  end  of  the  summer. 

The  trouble  began  when  SAC 
requested  an  audit  of  the  insurance 
plan  in  late  June.  The  National  Stu- 
dent Health  Network,  one  arm  of 
the  Canadian  Federation  of  Students 
(CFS)  offers  the  free  audits  to  all 
member  organizations. 

"At  the  beginning  of  the  sum- 
mer we  got  an  audit  from  the  CFS," 
said  Alexandra  Artful-Dodger,  vice 
president  of  operations  at  SAC.  "We 
realized  then  just  how  reluctant  our 
broker  was  to  release  things  like 


commission,  loss  ratios,  that  kind 
of  thing." 

The  audit  revealed  that  Cherian  & 
Company,  the  insurance  broker  SAC 
had  been  working  with  since  1987, 
was  taking  an  11  per  cent  commission 
on  the  plan.  For  an  insurance  policy 
which  cost  S3. 9  million  last  year,  that 
worked  out  to  more  than  $400,000 
for  2002-2003  alone.  That  number 
struck  many  people  at  SAC  as  too 
high;  Artful-Dodger  called  it  "an 
alarming  amount  of  money." 

And  so,  a  contract  between  SAC 
and  Cherian  &  Company  which  had 
been  signed  just  a  few  months  earlier 
was  terminated  and  SAC  went  shop- 
ping for  a  new  broker. 

Artful-Dodger  said  that  that  con- 
tract— signed  in  February  by  Rocco 
Kusi-Achampong  and  John  Lea, 
then  the  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent of  operations  at  SAC — was  out 
of  order  in  the  first  place.  She  says 
that  they  signed  the  contract  with 
Cherian  without  telling  SAC  execu- 
tives about  it. 


T — JT  =jj 


Tired  of  waiting  for  opportunity  to  knock,  U  of  T  economics  grad  Waseem  Malleye  takes  to  the 
corner  of  Bay  and  King  to  try  and  jumpstart  his  career. 


"It  was  underhanded  to  sign  a 
contract  that  big  without  telling 
people,"  she  said  on  Monday.  "How 
can  you  make  a  decision  that  big 
without  other  input?  That's  fiscally 
completely  irresponsible....  That's  a 
dumb  decision." 

Kusi-Achampong  says  that  there 
was  nothing  out  of  the  ordinary 
about  signing  the  contract. 

"Why  does  she  say  that  the  con- 


tract was  signed  in  a  shady  way? 
My  interest  in  signing  that  contract 
was  to  improve  the  plan."  And  as  to 
whether  he  broke  SAC  bylaws  by 
signing,  Kusi-Achampong  says  the 
answer  is  no:  "Which  bylaw?"  he 
said.  "Look  for  the  wording  'contract 
signings  must  be  ratified  by  the  ex- 
ecutive..' Tell  her  to  prove  it." 

"If  he  doesn't  think  he  broke  the 
bylaws,  he's  full  of  shit."  Said  Artful- 


Dodger.  "He  fucked  up." 

Kusi-Achampong  agrees  now  that 
the  deal  SAC  had  with  Cherian  was 
not  ideal,  but  points  out  that  many 
other  student  councils  passed  over 
the  deal  in  previous  years. 

"It  is  not  the  fault  of  any  one 
administration,"  he  said.  "Since 
Cherian  has  been  our  broker,  their 

SeeHEA  L  TH PLA  \  on  page  2 


Millionaires' 
club 

UofT  netted  some  hefty 
donations  in  spring  time 


byBRONWYNKIENAPPLE 

VARSITY  STAFF  

The  list  of  big  spenders  is  out.  A 
document  recording  all  donations 
to  U  of  T  of  $250,000+  has  been 
recently  unearthed  by  the  Varsity. 
The  gifts,  which  cover  the  period 
from  February  to  April  of  this 
year,  total  more  than  S13  million 
from  14  donors. 

Weighing  in  at  a  whopping  $3 
million,  the  largest  contribution 
was  courtesy  of  John  H.  Watson. 

Watson,  a  U  of  T  grad,  donated 
the  cash  to  the  Rotman  School  of 
Management  to  establish  the  John 
H.  Watson  Chair  in  Value  Invest- 
ing. This  chair  will  allow  for 
increased  teaching  and  research 
of  value  investing,  a  strategy  that 
finds  bargain  stocks  by  target- 
ing companies  with  undervalued 

\  1  770  \  . S  on  page  3 
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KARA  DILLON 

Forgive  AND  FORGET?  On  the  eve  of  Sept.  11,  the  JV^unk  Centre  for  International  Studies  is  eerily  quiet. 
Two  years  after  the  terrorist  attacks  on  the  United  States,  Americans  are  still  in  a  very  different 
head  space  then  they  were  before.  "Certainly  it's  C9/11I  going  to  be  remembered  as  an  important  mo- 
ment," said  Professor  Rick  Halpern,  the  Bissell-Heyd  chair  of  American  Studies  at  the  Munk  Cen- 
tre. He  added  that  "it's  difBcult  to  see  any  closure  any  time  soon."  U  of  T  has  nothing  official  planned 
to  mark  the  anniversary  today. 


Trinity 
student 
head 
arrested 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF  

The  mysterious  appearance  of  a 
mobile  crepe  cart  belonging  to  local 
restaurant  Spaha  at  Trinity  College 
lead  to  the  arrest  of  a  prominent 
Trin  student  on  Tuesday. 

U  of  T  police  Staff  Sergeant  Sam 
D'Angelo  confirmed  that  an  ar- 
rest was  made  at  Trinity  College 
Tuesday,  but  could  not  comment 
any  further.  Toronto  police  at 
52  Division  later  confirmed  that 
Faran  Umar-Khitab  was  charged 
with  theft  over  $5,000  and  released 
until  further  notice. 

Umar-Khitab  is  the  male  student 
Head  of  College  at  Trinity. 

Because  the  case  is  now  going  in 
front  of  the  courts.  Provost  Marga- 
ret MacMillan  was  unable  to  com- 
ment on  the  case. 
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New  ROSI  system  faster,  but  is  it  better? 


by  FEONCHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 
wants  every  student  to  know  that 
the  new  ROSI  start  time  for  course 
enrolment  this  year  is  not  random 
and  certainly  not  subjective.  "It's 
an  objective  thing.  It's  not  arbitrary 
and  it's  not  picked  out  of  a  hat,"  says 
George  Altmeyer,  the  faculty  regis- 
trar of  Arts  and  Science. 
For  the   past   month,  students 


were  busy  figuring  out  their  course 
selections  and  many  were  wondering 
about  their  new  start  time  for  course 
enrollment.  In  fact,  many  students 
felt  they  were  at  a  disadvantage  be- 
cause they  had  a  later  start  time  than 
the  infamous  6  a.m.,  something  that 
U  of  T  students  knew  all  too  well. 
So,  is  the  new  system  based  on  GPA; 
last  names  or  something  completely 
different? 

"First,  it  is  divided  by  the  year.  So 
all  the  fourth  year  students  are  on 


one  day,  then  the  third  year  students 
and  so  on,"  explains  Altmeyer.  "And 
then  it  is  divided  by  the  number  of 
credits  each  student  has  earned. ..if 
you  have  completed  13  credits,  you 
got  on  before  someone  who  has 
completed  9  credits."  He  explains 
that  the  new  start  time  system  di- 
vides each  year  into  smaller  groups. 
For  example,  students  who  have 
completed  9  to  13.5  credits  are  con- 
sidered as  third  year  students  and 
the  enrolment  date  for  third  year 
students  starts  on  July  21.  The  start 
time,  which  is  allotted  in  two-hour 
intervals,  is  determined  by  how 
many  credits  each  third-year  student 
has  actually  completed  or  attempted. 
So  someone  in  third  year  who  has  13 
credits  will  have  a  start  time  two 
hours  earlier  than  someone  who  has 
12  credits  and  so  on. 

For  incoming  high  school  students 
who  have  zero  credits,  Richard 
Chow,  the  associate  registrar  says 
their  start  times  are  based  on  admis- 
sion stream.  "They  are  not  based  on 
credits  because  they  don't  have  any. 
We  base  it  on  the  category  that  they 
are  admitted  in,  such  as  Sciences, 
Commerce,  Computer  Sciences  and 
Humanities,"  says  Chow. 

The  order  for  these  students  be- 
gins with  Humanities,  followed  by 

HEALTH  PLA\» 
commission  has  been  unknown  to 
every  SAC  president,"  added  Kusi- 
Achampong.  "We  were  all  duped." 

Not  everyone  sees  it  that  way. 

"I  don't  think  I'd  use  the  word 
'duped,'"  said  SAC  business  manager 
Jack  Ward.  "There  was  no  intention 
to  defraud  us,  but  having  said  that,  I 
think  the  commission  was  too  high." 
On  the  other  hand,  he  says,  "There's 
no  question  that  Cherian  did  a  lot  of 
work  on  the  plan  and  provides  good 
service." 

Michelle  Mitrovich,  who  acted  as 
the  SAC  Health  plan  administrator 
from  1999  to  2002,  agrees. 

"Geoff  Freeman  [president  of  Che- 
rian &  Company]  was  doing  really 
good  work  for  us,  and  always  went 
above  and  beyond. ..I  was  always 
happy  with  the  work  he  did  for  us." 


Commerce,  Computer  Sciences  and 
then  Sciences.  "If  you  are  admitted 
to  Humanities,  you  really  have  a 
wide  choice  of  program.  Nothing  is 
really  guaranteed  for  you  in  terms 
of  course  requirements  so  you  are 
selected  to  go  first.  If  you  come  in  as 
Commerce,  you  are  guaranteed  man- 
agement and  economics  courses.  And 
if  you  come  in  as  Computer  Science, 
you  are  guaranteed  computer  science 
and  math  courses.  In  Science,  you 
are  guaranteed  your  chemistry,  biol- 
ogy, math  and  physics.  So  naturally  if 
you  are  in  Commerce,  Computers  or 
Sciences,  you  are  already  guaranteed 
the  courses  that  you'll  need. ..so  it  is 
decided  that  Humanities  should  go 
first  because  nothing  is  guaranteed 
for  them,"  explains  Chow. 

Furthermore,  Chow  has  statistics 
to  prove  that  the  new  start  time  sys- 
tem is  working.  Last  year,  some  stu- 
dents waited  6  to  8  hours  to  complete 
their  course  enrolment,  but  this  year 
data  shows  that  the  average  waiting 
time  has  dramatically  decreased 
from  last  year.  Most  students  were 
able  to  log  on  relatively  quickly,  if 
not  instantly. 

Rini  Ghosh,  President  of  ASSU 
and  also  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee, which  included  Chow,  Altmeyer 
and  college  registrars  that  came  up 


Freeman  is  currently  looking  at 
his  legal  position,  and  feels  that 
SAC  wasn't  justified  in  ending  the 
contract.  Whether  he  will  bring  a 
lawsuit  against  SAC  is  still  up  in 
the  air. 

"There  isn't  any  development  yet. 
There  is  none  planned  as  of  now," 
said  Freeman.  And  whether  Kusi- 
Achampong  and  Lea  were  right  to 
sign  the  contract  is  not  his  respon- 
sibility, he  added.  "From  our  point 
of  view,  we  signed  with  authorized 
members  of  the  corporation." 

Kusi-Achampong  says  that  his  mo- 
tives for  signing  the  contract  with 
Cherian  were  noble,  but  that  in  hind- 
sight he  wishes  he'd  paid  closer  atten- 
tion to  the  contract  negotiations'. 

"I  regret  not  taking  an  active  role 
in  the  negotiation  of  the  contract. 


with  the  new  time  arrangement, 
is  impressed  with  the  results.  "We 
first  met  some  time  in  October  and 
November  of  last  year.  At  the  first 
meeting,  Richard  came  up  with  all 
the  big  universities  in  the  U.S.  and 
Canada  and  how  their  registration 
worked.  That's  how  we  decided  that 
the  credit  system  is  the  fairest  way  to 
go,"  says  Ghosh. 

"The  amazing  thing  is  that  last 
year,  we  had  four  start  times.  This 
year,  we  have  24... so  the  system  is 
getting  better  and  more  efficient," 
says  Altmeyer. 

However,  many  students  are  still 
unable  to  enroll  into  the  courses 
that  they  want  because  the  courses 
are  already  full.  And  interestingly, 
there  are  flyers  posted  around  cam- 
pus advertising  something  called 
the  ROSI  BEATER.  To  use  the 
service,  students  call  the  phone 
number  listed  on  the  poster  with  the 
courses  that  he  or  she  wants  to  enroll 
in.  These  courses  are  then  entered 
into  a  program  that  simulates  mouse 
clicks  and  keystrokes.  The  program 
checks  ROSI  for  course  availability 
every  three  minutes  and  will  auto- 
matically enroll  the  student  into  the 
course  once  it  detects  an  open  spot. 
ROSI  BEATER  was  not  available  for 
comment. 


There  were  central  tenets  of  the  plan 
that  I  stressed  to  those  negotiating 
the  contract.  I  was  absolutely  ob- 
sessed with  savings  for  the  students, 
and  so  far  as  those  tenets  were  met, 
the  contract  was  signed." 

Artful-Dodger  says  Kusi-Acham- 
pong's  good  intentions  are  no  ex- 
cuse. 

"I  don't  think  that  makes  it  more 
right,"  she  said. 

Kusi-Achampong  called  Artful- 
Dodger  a  "demagogue,"  but  said  that 
she  did  the  right  thing  in  pursuing  a 
new  insurance  plan.  "We  should  ap- 
preciate her  misguided  enthusiasm." 

He  boiled  the  whole  affair  down 
to  something  that  sounds  like  an 
understatement: 

"This  has  been  a  real  learning  ex- 
perience." 


YOUHi 

THEBOOKS. 

mm 

THE 'CATS! 


ARGO  FOOTBALL 


STUDENT 

TICKETS 


mm  STUDENT  I  a  tm  be  required  yisir  ahy  ncmmsm  outlet  or  skydome  sate  7 


If R 


HAMimONmER-CATS 
.  WES  SEPT  IB  JO- 7m. 


4W-872SaaO 

WVm.TJCKETMASTEn.CA  OR  SKYDOME  GATE  7 


GRASSROOTS  POLITICS 


ZOE  CORMIER 


Federal  NDP  leader  Jack  Layton  talks  to  U  of  T  students  Jessica  van  VHet  and  David  Nam  in  front 
of  the  SAC  building  on  Monday.  Layton's  appearance  was  in  support  of  Rosario  Marchese,  NDP 
MPP  for  Trinity- Spadina.  A  crow^d  of  several  dozen  students  came  to  hear  them  speak  about  elec- 
tion issues  like  rent  control,  marijuana  decriminalization,  and  tuition  freezes.  "We  don't  believe 
that  tuition  should  be  a  barrier  to  education,  but  it  is,"  said  Marchese  afterwards.  "The  NDP  says 
it  would  reduce  tuition."  -  GFS 
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Rotman's  Marxist?  Yeah,  right. 


by  ANDREW  COHEN 


In  his  Financial  Post  editorial,  The  Rot 
at  Rotman,  Peter  Foster  vigorously 
condemns  the  Rotman  School  of 
Management,  fueling  this  censure 
with  the  words  of  a  recently  pub- 
lished article  by  Dean  Roger  Martin. 
Foster's  editorial,  printed  in  the  Aug. 
2,  edition  of  the  Financial  Post,  acts  as 
a  stern,  if  not  rather  hyperbolized, 
warning  to  potential  students:  "Any- 
body who  thinks  he  might  look  to 
a  business  school  to  find  a  stout  de- 
fence of  capitalism  would  be  well  ad- 
vised to  steer  clear  of  the  University 
of  Toronto's  Rotman  School." 

Foster's  indictment  of  the  school 
stems  from  the  aforementioned 
article  written  by  Dean  Martin  and 
published  in  The  Globe  &  Mail  and 
Harvard  Business  Review.  Entitled 
The  New  Class  Struggle,  and  co-writ- 
ten by  Minhea  Moldoveanu,  director 
of  Rotman's  Centre  for  Integrative 
Thinking,  the  article  asserts  that  a 
new  "class"  struggle  has  replaced  the 
Marxian  one  waged  between  capital 
and  labour. 

Foster's  editorial  directly  contests 
the  merit  of  a  capitalist-driven  school 
by  questioning  the  acumen  of  its  • 
dean.  Foster  not  only  judges  Martin's 
historical  knowledge  in  reference 
to  economic  class  conflict,  he  also 
doubts  his  basic  familiarity  with 
economics.  Foster  states:  "Stripped 
of  its  jargon,  what  [Martin's!  article 
suggests  is  that  certain  talents  were 
in  high  demand  in  the  1990s,  and 
thus  achieved  what  seem  like  extraor- 
dinary high  rewards.  This  is  econom- 
ics lOI." 

When  asked  to  comment  on  Pe- 
ter Foster's  editorial,  Dean  Roger 
Martin  was  very  good-natured  about 
the  editorial.  "I  came  away  thinking 
he  and  I  have  significantly  different 


EVENTS  LISTING 


views  of  how  one  should  treat  tricky 
and  controversial  topics.  I  think  we 
should  talk  about  them,  Foster  does 
not;  I  enjoy  it  and  think  it's  good  for 
humanity." 

Dean  Martin  believes  the  editorial 
represents  a  divergence  in  opinion 
and  nothing  more;  he  views  the 
editorial  primarily  as  an  attack  on 
his  method  of  reasoning.  "I  think 
it's  important  to  talk  about  corporate 
responsibility,  the  role  of  capital  and 
labour  etc,  and  he  thinks  these  top- 
ics shouldn't  be  discussed.  He  thinks 
dangerous  things  will  happen  if  we 
talk  about  them."  Though  not  greatly 
affected  by  the  article,  Martin  feels 
the  implications  made  about  the 
Rotman  school  were  unwarranted. 
"The  greatest  level  of  unfairness  in 
his  editorial  was  the  condemnation  of 
the  entire  faculty.  I  would  have  rather 
it  been  a  personal  attack  instead  of 
one  directed  at  the  school." 

A  fourth  year  Rotman  MBA 
student,  who  wished  to  remain 
anonymous,  believes  Foster's  edito- 
rial is  unfairly  damning  of  both  Dean 
Martin  and  the  business  school. 
"It  is  shortsighted  to  associate  an 
article  written  by  an  academic  with 
the  beliefs  of  an  entire  institution.  I 
would  think  it  is  overly  simplistic  and 
ignorant  to  presume  that  the  article 
written  by  Roger  Martin  represents 
the  philosophy  of  the  Rotman  school; 
it  was  simply  an  article." 

"Dean  Martin"  she  notes,  "has  been 
involved  with  initiatives  associated 
with  productivity  and  competitive- 
ness." The  Task  Force  on  Competi- 
tiveness, Productivity  and  Economic 
Progress,  an  independent  task  force 
led  by  Dean  Martin,  is  responsible 
for  measuring  and  monitoring  On- 
tario's productivity,  competitiveness 
and  economic  progress  in  relation  to 
other  provinces  and  the  U.S. 


Arts  &  Science  Students'  Union  Toonie  Charity  BBQ 

S2  burger  and  drink  (meat  and  veggie).  Front  patio,  Sid  Smith.  Thursday 
September  11, 12-2  pm.  Proceeds  to  Variety  Village  and  Coalition  to  End 
Child  Poverty. 

Women  in  Science  and  Engineering:  Welcome  Night 

Thursday  September  11,  2003,  5:30  pm,  Galbraith  Building,  Room  202. 

Vic  Drama  Info  Meeting 

Thursday  September  11,  9:15  pm  in  Music  Room,  Victoria  College. 

Muslim  Students'  Association  -  Frosh  Barbeque 

Friday,  September  12,  6  pm.  International  Student  Center,  33  St  George 
Street. 

Free  events  listings  for  campus  organizations.  Email:  editor@thevarsity.ca. 
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COURTESY  OF ROTMAN 


Dean  Roger  Martin  (bottom) 
was  oddly  accused  of  preaching 
the  theories  of  Karl  Marx  (top) 
by  the  Financial  Post. 
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share  prices. 

Watson  did  approach  U  of  T 
first,  however,  and  Brent  John- 
ston, the  associate  director  of 
donor  recognition,  insists  that 
proper  procedure  was  followed. 
"Some  people  have  a  very  particu- 
lar slant  they  want  to  promote, 
but  if  there  is  not  enough  aca- 
demic support  and  it  doesn't  fit 
the  academic  plan,  then  {the  do- 
nation] is  denied,"  said  Johnston. 
As  value  investing  is  central  to  the 
study  of  business,  Watson's  dona- 
tion was  approved. 

The  spending  continued  with 
a  cool  million  from  the  Associ- 
ates of  the  University  of  Toronto, 
a  non-profit  organization  that 
smoothes  the  way  for  donations 
from  the  U.S.  to  enter  U  of  T. 
The  gift  will  go  to  the  Centre  for 
the  Study  of  the  United  States  to 
provide  for  new  activities  and  pro- 
grams, including  a  speaker  series 
and  new  courses.  The  centre  will 
decide  how  the  donation  is  to  be 
directed,  as  Professor  Rick  Halp- 
ern,  the  President  of  the  CSUS, 
said  "the  money  is  completely 
unfettered." 

The  Faculty  of  Pharmacy  was 
the  big  winner,  with  Si  million 
from  SGI  Canada  Ltd.  and  $2.4 
million  from  Tripos  Inc.  The  do- 
nation went  towards  a  $7. 3  million 
supercomputing  and  visualiza- 
tion centre.  The  centre  combines 
state-of-the-art  supercomputers 
and  software  to  generate  3-D  im- 


ages for  drug  research. 

The  supercomputer  was  courte- 
sy of  SGI,  while  the  software  was 
supplied  by  Tripos.  Both  com- 
panies were  first  approached  by 
the  Faculty  of  Pharmacy,  stated 
Johnston,  as  "the  academic  leader 
of  this  project  believed  that  they 
were  the  best." 

Longtime  supporter  of  the  uni- 
versity Dr.  Mark  Tanz  also  con- 
tributed Si  million  to  the  Centre 
for  Research  of  Neurodegenera- 
tive Diseases.  Tanz  co-chairs  the 
committee  for  the  centre  and  has 
already  contributed  S5  million 
to  the  cause.  The  million  will  go 
towards  further  research  of  neu- 
rodegenerative diseases,  such  as 
Alzheimer's  disease. 

Several  large  donations  to  U  of 
T  have  in  the  past  been  heavily 
tinged  with  controversy.  These 
donations,  such  as  a  S13.5  mil- 
lion dollar  partnership  with  Bell 
Canada  forged  in  2000,  carried 
conditions  and  obligations  that 
some  charged  placed  undue  re- 
strictions on  the  university  and  its 
researchers. 

The  University's  Academic 
Freedom  Clause  specifically 
states  says  that  it  "does  not  accept 
gifts  when  a  condition  of  such 
acceptance  would  compromise 
these  fundamental  principles  [in- 
tegrity, autonomy  and  academic 
freedom]."  Gifts  such  as  Bell's 
have  been  criticized  for  allegedly 
breaching  these  principles. 
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IN  HONG  KONG 

will  take  place  on 
SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  7,  2003    2  p.m. 

at  the 

GRAND  HYATT  HOTEL,  HONG  KONG 

If  you  will  be  in  Hong  Kong  at  that  time  and  are  eligible  to  graduate  in  June  or  November  2003,  or  if  you  graduated 
in  June  or  November  2002,  you  are  invited  to  attend  the  5ch  Annua!  U  of  T  Graduation  Ceremony  in  Hong  Kong. 

ATTENTION  JUNE  2003  GRADUATES 
YOU  MAY  ONLY  RECEIVE  YOUR  DIPLOMA  IN  ONE  LOCATION, 
EITHER  TORONTO  OR  HONG  KONG. 


If  you  choose  to  graduate  in  TORONTO,  you  will 
receive  your  diploma  and  have  your  degree  conferred  in 
Toronto.  You  may  also  attend  the  graduation  ceremony  in 
HONG  KONG  where  you  will  take  part  in  the  ceremony 
and  receive  a  cerrificace  of  participation. 

If  you  choo.se  to  graduate  in  HONG  KONG,  your  degree 
will  be  conferred  in  Hong  Kong  and  you  will  receive  your 
diploma  and  a  certificate  of  participatioii  at  the  Hong 
Kong  Ceremony.  You  may  NOT  take  parr  in  the  Toronto 
ceremony  in  June  or  November  2003. 


NOTE:  If  you  choose  to  graduate  in  Hong  Kong  your  stu- 
dent records  will  NOT  be  updated  and  your  degree  will 
not  be  available  until  December  7,  2003. 

Invitations  to  November  2003  graduates  wishing  to 
attend  or  graduate  in  Hong  Kong  will  be  mailed  in 
October  2003.  To  ensure  that  you  receive  an  invitation, 
please  contact  our  Toronto  or  Hong  Kong  office  with  your 
current  mailing  address,  phone  number  and  e-mail 
address,  along  with  your  graduation  date,  college/faculty 
and  student  number. 


Contact  Information: 


Toronto: 

HONG  KONG  CONVOCATION 

Attention:  Stacle  Beilemare 
Division  of  University  Advancement 
21  King's  College  Circle,  Rm.  302 
Toronto,  ON  M5S  3J3 
Phone:  (416)  978-5881 
Fax:  (416)  978-5102 
E-mail:  stacie.bellemare@utoronto.ca 


Hong  Kong: 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  (Hong  Kong) 
FOUNDATION  OFFICE 
Attention:  Jeremy  Woodali 
Phone: 0 1  1-852-2375-8258 
Fax: 01  1-852-2992-0774 
E-mail:  jeremy.woodall@utoronto.com.hk 
Web  site:  wwv^.utoronto.com.hk 


If  you  have  any  qiicstiotis.  please  call  Stiicic  Bcllemarc  at  (416)  978-5881  or  send  fin  email  to  the  Toronto  address  listed  above. 
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Life  in  the  Colony 
part  II 

The  recently  purchased  Colony  Hotel  allowed  U  of  T  to  ease  the  student  housing  crunch, 
but  what  is  it  like  to  live  there?  In  her  second  installment,  JESSICA  HOLLOWAY  fills  us  in. 


Thursday 

I  decided  to  get  up  for  rugby  prac- 
tice once  again  to  see  if  I  would 
be  interested  in  the  rest  of  the 
season.  As  I  was  coming  out  of  my 
room  to  head  to  the  field  I  nodded 
to  the  security  guard  who  was 
sitting  in  the  hall  looking  bored. 
There  is  a  security  guard  on  every 
floor  at  all  times  as  well  as  security 
at  a  booth  in  the  lobby  at  all  times. 
This  again  is  to  ensure  the  safety 
of  every  student.  The  guards  are 
only  here  temporarily  until  the 
elevators  are  properly  set  up  for  us 
to  swipe  our  key  cards  in  order  to 
use  them. 

Getting  back  from  practice 
my  roommate  and  I  went  down 
for  some  breakfast.  When  we  ar- 
rived back  to  the  room  we  were 
watching  a  movie  and  beginning 
to  doze  off  for  an  afternoon  nap 
when  the  fire  alarm  began  to  go 
off  once  again.  Apparently  it  had 
been  going  on  that  morning  as 
well.  By  this  time  we  are  begin- 
ning to  get  used  to  the  sound  of 
the  alarm,  which  sounds  like  a 
school  bell  summoning  children 
for  recess,  and  we  ignore  it  until 
it  stops.  If  there  were  an  actual 
fire,  our  friend  from  the  intercom 
would  be  telling  us  that  this  time 


it  was  not  a  test. 

I  haven't  checked  out  the  pool  or 
workout  centre  yet.  It  is  not  open 
to  the  hotel  at  this  point;  it  should 
be  within  a  few  weeks.  The  area  is 
functional  now  but  the  hotel  isn't 
sure  yet  how  it  is  going  to  be  sched- 
uled for  everyone  to  use.  With  the 
fire  alarms  waking  us  up,  the  slow 
elevators  and  the  power  tests,  the 
week  so  far  has  been  a  little  taxing 
on  the  students  and  the  building. 
We  are  starting  to  adapt  to  it,  and 
it  is  starting  to  adapt  to  us.  How- 
ever, the  staff  has  been  excellent 
in  making  sure  that  everything  is 
running  as  smoothly  as  possible 
so  we  can  get  well  adjusted  to  this 
huge  change  in  lifestyle. 


Friday 

By  Friday  a  routine  had  started 
to  form  in  the  mornings.  I  get 
up,  have  a  shower,  get  dressed,  go 
have  breakfast  with  whoever  is  up 
and  hungry,  come  back  up  to  the 
room  and  see  what  the  plan  is  for 
the  rest  of  the  day.  The  plan  was 
to  force  ourselves  to  do  as  much 
frosh  stuff  as  possible  since  it  was 
the  last  day.  After  participating 
in  a  couple  events  we  decided  to 


walk  back  to  Chestnut.  Here  it  is 
like  any  other  residence;  you  make 
friends  with  certain  people  and 
hang  out  in  whoever's  room.  The 
main  difference  from  other  resi- 
dences is  the  amount  of  students 
that  stay  here.  It  is  all  different 
colleges  and  in  a  few  cases  differ- 
ent schools.  On  my  floor  there  are 
quite  a  few  engineers,  people  from 
Woodsworth  and  some  people  in 
their  second  year.  This  exposes  us 
to  lots  of  different  people,  which 
is  a  good  thing,  rather  than  be- 
ing placed  with  people  studying 
and  doing  the  exact  same  thing 
you  are. 

The  first  week  has  been  a  little 
strange,  because  in  the  back  of  my 
head  I  keep  expecting  to  pack  my 
bags  and  go  home  just  like  what 
I've  done  in  every  other  hotel  that 
I've  ever  stayed  in.  It's  only  start- 
ing to  sink  in  that  I'm  actually 
going  to  be  living  in  Toronto  for 
the  next  however  many  years  and 
staying  in  a  hotel  for  my  first. 

To  sum  up  the  week  I  would 
have  to  say  that  it  has  been  a  really 
good  start.  The  hotel  isn't  perfect 
yet  but  I  wasn't  expecting  it  to  be 
with  more  than  i,ooo  students  all 
moving  in  within  three  days  of 
each  other. 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 

Studying  for  the  bar:  A  Colony  Hotel  resident  finds  a  quaint  read- 
ing spot. 


MAKINO  OFFICES  WORK. 


University  Discount  Day 

ONE  DAY  ONLY  !! 

Sunday  September  14th 
Special  Extended  Hours 

***Get  here  early  for  best  selection  of 
OUR  instore  specials*** 

An  additional!  0%  Off  All  Sale  Prices 
Simply  show  your  student  ID  card  to 

TAKE  advantage  OF  THE  SAVINGS!! 
BE  SURE  TO  ASK  ABOUT  THE  NEW  DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE  FOR  ALL  Uof  T  STUDENTS,  EVERYDAY. 


Three  Locations  Only: 


777  BAY  STREET 
COLLEGE  PARK  MALL 
416-977-5100 

10  AM  -  6  PM 


144  BLOOR  ST  WEST 
AT  AVENUE  ROAD 
416-928-0213 

10  AM  -  6  PM 


773  YONGE  STEET 
NORTH  OF  BLOOR 
416-928-3050 

11  AM  -  6  PM 


This  offer  can  not  be  combined  with  any  other  discounts  or  special  offers. 
Not  valid  on  phone  cards  or  gift  certificates. 


OPIRG  -Toronto 

OPIRG  stands  for  The  Ontario  Public  Interest  Research  Group.  We  are 

a  student  funded,  volunteer  driven  organization  at  The  University  of  Toronto  that  promotes 
and  engages  in  action,  education  and  research  on  a  wide  variety  of  social  and 
environmental  justice  issues.  We  offer  the  opportunity  to  build  a  wide  range  of  skills 
while  working  for  meaningful  social  change. 

Come  and  attend  OPIRG -Toronto's  2003-2004  new  Action  Group  meetings  and 
participate  in  the  opportunities  to  make  connections,  educate,  learn  and  create  change. 

Anti- Racism  Media  Education  Group  (ARMEd)  Tues  Sept  23'"  OlSE  rm  3310  @  5pm 
Poverty  Action  Committee  of  Toronto  (PACT),  Thurs  Sept  25*,  Sidney  Smith  Hall  room  2101  @  5pm 
Environmental  Collective,  Friday  Sept  26'\  Sidney  Smith  Hall  rm  2101  @  5pm 

Food  Issues  Collective,  Monday  Sept  29*,  OlSE  rm  2281  @  5pm 
Queer  Action  Group,  Thursday  October  2"^  Sidney  Smith  Hail  rm  2101  @  5pm 

To  get  more  information  about  OPIRG  and  meet  staff,  members  of  our  board  of  directors 
and  most  importantly  fellow  volunteers  come  to  our 
General  Meeting  on  Monday  September  22"*' 

@  OlSE  room  2211  from  5pm -7pm  (252  Bloor  Street  West) 

OPIRG -Toronto  runs  the  Dr.  Chun  Resource  Library  in  partnership  with  the  UofT 
Women's  Centre.  Come  by  to  check  out  materials  on  a  wide  variety  of  social  justice  issues 
(located  at  563  Spadina  Avenue,  in  the  Women's  Centre) 

OPIRG-Toronto  will  have  Information  and  REFUND  tables  at  the  following  locations: 

St.  George  Campus,  Outside  Sidney  Smith  Hall  (33  St.  George)- Look  for  us  in  the  big  white  tent! 
September  15*-1 8*,  2003  from  12-8pm 

The  Meeting  Place,  University  of  Toronto  at  Scarborough 
Wednesday  Sept  1 7*,  2003  from  1 1  -  5pm 

The  Student  Centre,  University  of  Toronto  at  Mississauga 
Thursday  Sept  1 8*,  2003  from  1 1  -  5pm 

**To  be  issued  a  refund  -please  bring  proof  of  enrollment  for  the  2003-2004 
academic  year  along  with  your  UofT  student  card** 

OPIRG-Toronto  will  be  issuing  refunds  till  September  30*'',  2003  @  the  OPIRG- 
Toronto  office  OPIRG-Toronto  is  located  in  Room  101  of  the  North  Borden  Building 
@  563  Spadina  Avenue  (north  of  College  and  Spadina) 
You  can  reach  us  @  416.978.7770 
By  email  @  opirg.toronto@utoronto.ca 
Check  out  our  website  @  http://opirg.sa.utoronto.ca 


News 

Students  vie  for  PM  award 


by  TAMMY  THORNE 


Day  care  spaces  are  in  high  demand  in 
the  city  of  Toronto.  In  fact,  it  seems 
there  are  never  enough  spaces.  So  it 
is  not  surprising  there  are  already  250 
families  on  the  waiting  list  at  the  newly 
opened  Early  Learning  Centre  on  Glen 
Morris  Street. 

That  might  explain  why  parent  and 
U  of  T  employee,  Laurel  Williams, 
called  five  or  six  daycares,  including 
the  ELC,  immediately  after  she  found 
out  she  was  pregnant. 

"1  called  the  daycares  before  1  told 
my  parents  I  was  pregnant!"  said  Wil- 
liams. 

Eventually  she  was  offered  space  at 
two  other  centres,  but  she  held  out  for 
the  ELC. 

"When  1  couldn't  get  through  on  the 
phone  I  went  in,"  she  says.  "The  day  it 
opened  1  camped  out  in  the  lobby  and 
asked  when  we'd  get  in  and  where  we 
were  on  the  waiting  list,"  she  recalled. 

That  extremely  early  call  paid  off. 
They  were  close  to  the  top  of  the  list. 
She  only  waited  for  two  weeks  before 
her  i2-month-old  son,  Ronin,  was 
enrolled. 

Williams,  a  computer  programmer 
at  Robart's  Library,  says  she  was  "really, 
really  lucky"  to  get  a  space  there.  She 
pays  $1,200  a  month  for  Ronin's  space 
without  subsidy. 

Director  Fran  Dobbin  says  60  per 
cent  of  parents  who  use  the  centre  are 
students  and  40  per  cent  work  at  the 
university.  Most  of  the  student  parents 
are  graduate  students. 

Graduate  student  Jane  Edward 
didn't  need  luck  to  get  her  four-year- 
old  daughter,  Bawila  Idris,  in  to  the 
ELC.  She  was  one  of  the  many  stu- 
dent parents  using  Nancy's  Part-time 
Childcare-one  of  the  two  daycares 
that  merged  into  the  new  centre.  (The 
other  is  the  Margaret  Fletcher  Day 
Care  Centre.) 

The  ELC  offers  about  one  quarter 
of  its  space  to  parents  who  only  need 
part-time  care. 

Edward  echoes  what  every  parent 
and,  for  that  matter,  those  who  work  in 
the  building  say:  "It's  just  beautiful!" 

The  interior  is  flooded  with  natural 
light.  The  design  is  somewhat  reminis- 
cent of  an  Escher  painting.  The  build- 
ing's layered  and  transparent  design 
makes  it  feel  as  if  every  space  is  utilized 
and  connected.  Even  the  basement  will 
be  utilized.  Susan  Addario,  director  of 
Student  Affairs,  says  they  hope  to  open 
an  after-hours  family  resource  centre 
in  the  basement  by  Thanksgiving. 


It  will  be  supervised  by  a  half-time 
coordinator  and  used  by  families  in  the 
university  community  that  may  not 
have  access  to  licensed  daycare-those 
who  are  on  a  wait  list  or  students  tak- 
ing night  courses  for  example.  "It  will 
be  a  place  for  parents  to  network," 
says  Addario.  They  will  offer  parent- 
ing workshops,  kitchen  facilities,  a 
library  and  possibly  even  babysitting 
referrals. 

Dobbin  says  even  though  they  have 
physical  space  for  102  children  they 
will  cap  enrollment  at  96  to  allow  for 
flexibility  and  movement-the  kind  of 
flexibility  student  parents  might  need. 

The  university-owned  ELC  cur- 
rently employs  17  full-time  Early 
Childhood  educators  (many  of  whom 
hold  degrees  as  well  as  their  required 
ECE  diplomas)  and  five  part-time 
ECE  assistants.  There  are  also  three 
managers,  a  full-time  cook  and  one 
housekeeper.  "We're  still  staffing," 
Dobbin  says. 

There  are  already  58  preschool  and 
junior  kindergarten  aged  children 
enrolled  along  with  19  infants  and  tod- 
dlers. Toddlers  and  infants  will  fill  the 
remaining  spaces. 

The  main  floor  is  for  younger  chil- 
dren. Just  beyond  the  entrance  and 
security  guard  is  a  sunken  "multi-pur- 
pose area"  which,  Dobbin  says,  "is  per- 
fect for  saying  goodbye."  A  long  ramp 
invites  older  children  to  run  upstairs, 
where  a  big  black  walnut  tree  is  close 
enough  that  the  central  multi-purpose 
area  upstairs  feels  a  like  a  tree  fort. 

"Play  pits"  and  lofts  create  the  feel- 
ing of  rooms  within  rooms.  Long  and 
short  rectangular  windows  are  littered 
throughout  the  interior,  allowing  chil- 
dren to  see  other  children  upstairs  and 
down.  These  windows  will  also  be  use- 
ful for  researchers. 

The  centre  also  has  integrated 
indoor-outdoor  classrooms  and  even 
an  indoor-outdoor  toilet.  Dobbin 
explains  how  useful  it  will  be.  When 
a  staff  member  needs  to  go,  or  need  to 
escort  a  child,  the  required  teacher-to- 
child  ratio  can  become  skewed,  she 
says.  This  toilet-with  a  sliding  door 
leading  into  a  toddler  room  on  one 
side  and  a  door  covered  in  milky  glass 
opening  onto  an  outdoor  deck-makes 
it  possible  for  staff  to  stay  within  the 
eye  and  earshot  of  the  children. 

It  is  also  going  to  be  very  useful  in 
winter,  Dobbin  says  and  smiles.  "You 
know,  when  you  get  them  all  bundled 
up  in  snow  pants  and  boots  and  the 
rest  and  take  them  outside  and  then 
they  say  '1  have  to  go  pee.'" 


by  NAOMI  FANCE 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Three  students  from  U  of  T  are  among 
the  10  finalists  in  Magna  Internation- 
al's As  Prime  Minister  Awards.  Karl 
Baldauf,  Maria  Banda  and  Andrew 
Harder's  essays  were  chosen  from  500 
entries  nationwide.  Contestants  en- 
tered essays  about  what  they  would  do 
to  make  Canada  a  better  place  if  they 
were  prime  minister.  Each  finalist  has 
won  Sio,ooo  and  a  paid  four-month 
internship  at  Magna  International, 
Canada's  largest  supplier  of  automotive 
systems  and  components.  The  national 
winner  will  be  chosen  in  November  in 
Ottawa  and  will  receive  an  additional 
$10,000  and  a  one-year  internship  at 
Magna  International.  The  trio  were 
among  the  finalists  and  semi-final- 
ists who  gave  their  prime  ministerial 
advice  to  a  panel  of  judges  in  Toronto. 
Finalists  were  also  chosen  for  their  vol- 
unteer and  community  work. 

Karl  Baldauf  is  a  political  science 
student  who  is  the  founding  president 
of  the  Ontario  Student  Trustees'  As- 


sociation and  a  volunteer  with  the 
Fashion  Cares  fundraiser  in  Toronto. 
Baldauf  is  currently  at  the  University 
of  Amsterdam  doing  his  third  year  in 
exchange.  He  admits  to  enjoying  his 
place  on  the  soapbox  but  commented 
that  "the  best  part  of  the  competition 
has  been  the  opportunity  to  meet 
young  Canadians  from  all  over  the 
country  that  have  different  and  pas- 
sionate ideas  on  how  to  strengthen  the 
social  fabric."  Baldauf  says  his  essay 
deals  with  "  internal  institutions  like 
health  care,  our  electoral  system,  fed- 
eralism, and  proposed  ways  in  which 
we  can  restructure  them  to  motivate 
our  citizenry  to  be  active  participants 
in  their  reform."  He  also  looks  at 
"corporate  social  responsibility  and 
the  notion  that  as  we  move  toward 
a  more  globally  integrated  world,  we 
must  learn  to  work  with  the  private 
sector  more  to  strengthen  our  com- 
munities." Baldauf  is  also  concerned 
about  "our  failing  military,  and  our 
weakening  presence  in  the  global  com- 
munity." Karl  feels  that  "The  world 
needs  Canada  to  be  an  international 
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leader.  In  order  to  do  this  we  must 
make  it  unequivocally  clear  that  we 
are  committed  to  international  peace 
and  human  security."  Baldauf  will 
be  doing  his  internship  with  Magna 
International  after  his  fourth  year.  As 
for  whether  he  would  really  want  to 
be  prime  minister,  Baldauf  considers 
himself  too  young  at  21  to  entertain  the 
idea  but  says  "Ask  me  in  35  years." 

Maria  Banda  is  pursuing  an  under- 
graduate degree  in  international  rela- 
tions with  a  minor  in  economics  and 
history.  She  is  a  Trinity  College  inves- 
tigative officer,  Stewart  at  Hart  House, 
co-president  of  the  International  Rela- 
tions Society  and  editor-in-chief  of 
Attache.  Banda  is  a  keen  debater  and 
has  participated  in  numerous  competi- 
tions. Because  the  winner  has  not  yet 
been  chosen,  Banda  is  reserving  her 
comments  until  after  the  final  judging 
in  November. 

Anderew  Harder  is  working  on  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  with  a  major 
in  political  science  and  history.  He  has 
participated  in  many  provincial  and 
national  public  policy  conferences,  as 
public  policy  is  his  main  area  of  inter- 
est. Harder  is  now  organizing  "Digital 
Divide"  at  the  Munk  Centre  for  In- 
ternational Studies.  He  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment. 
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New  daycare  opens 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 

Open  for  business:  The  Early  Learning  Centre  on  Glen  Morris 
Street  will  help  ease  the  daycare  crunch  around  campus. 


He  took  up 
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Opinion 


Analysis 


opjnions@thevarsity.ca 


Honour  memory  of  9/1 1  by 
respecting  civil  liberties 


Sitting  around  the  conference  table  at 
our  staff  meeting  this  week,  we  won- 
dered what,  if  anything,  we  could  say  to 
add  our  voice  to  the  inevitable  cacoph- 
ony of  commentary  that  would  mark 
today's  second  anniversary  of  the  tragic 
events  of  September  n,  2001.  The  point 
was  made  that  two  years  ago,  politicians 
and  the  public  alike  swore  that  terrible 
day  would  never  be  forgotten,  that  it 
would  irrevocably  alter  everything  from 
then  on.  But  two  years  later,  9/11  is  not 
in  our  immediate  consciousness  the  way 
it  once  was.  If  the  nebulous  'War  on 
Terror'  is  all  we  have  taken  away  from 
that  moment  in  our  history,  we  have 
truly  failed  to  grasp  its  significance. 

It  is  difficult  for  us  as  Canadians  to 
understand  the  enormity  of  the  tragedy 
that  befell  our  neighbours  that  day,  and 
to  the  large  contingent  of  Americans 
that  have  made  U  of  T  their  second 
home,  we  share  in  your  grief  on  this  day. 
But  whUe  we  remember  the  events  of 
September  11,  we  also  look  to  the  dubi- 


EDITORIAL 


ous  legacy  it  has  left  behind. 

While  the  U.S.  and  Canada  tout  their 
'freedom',  politicians  have  sized  on  9/11 
to  foster  a  culture  of  fear.  Civil  liber- 
ties have  been  curtailed  and  abused  in 
both  countries  in  the  name  of  'fighting 
terrorism'.  More  often  that  not,  these 
egregious  attempts  at  mollifying  the 
public  into  believing  officials  are  actu- 
ally doing  something  concrete  about 
the  threat  of  terrorism  turn  out  to  be 
shots  in  the  dark,  as  with  the  recent  ar- 
rests of  21  Pakistani  and  Indian  students 
in  the  Toronto  area.  This  week,  even  the 
RCMP,  who  was  supposedly  a  partner 
in  the  investigation  that  led  to  those  ar- 
rests, said  that  they  did  not  consider  any 
of  the  detained  men  a  real  threat. 

One  of  those  men,  some  young 
students  like  yourself,  could  have  been 
your    classmate,    roommate,  friend. 


Many  of  you  likely  know  students  who 
wear  headscarfs  or  turbans  that  were 
harassed  after  9/11,  and  perhaps  still 
continue  to  get  strange  looks  on  the 
street  or  are  singled  out  at  airports.  It's 
easy  to  say  that's  the  price  we  pay  for  in- 
creased safety  and  security.  Do  you  feel 
safer  knowing  that  many  of  the  rights 
and  freedoms  you  enjoy  can  no  longer 
be  taken  for  granted? 

It  is  said  that  democracy  requires  a 
well-educated  citizenry.  As  students, 
engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  higher  learn- 
ing, we  should  be  aware  and  concerned 
about  issues  that  stem  from  the  fallout 
of  9/11 — immigration,  citizenship, 
and  ID  policies,  rules  around  political 
demonstrations  and  other  freedom  of 
expression  matters.  No  one  can  argue 
that  we  don't  need  to  guard  against  ter- 
rorism— but  in  the  process,  we  should 
not  forget  that  our  freedoms  are  what 
set  us  apart  in  the  world.  That  way,  we 
will  not  only  keep  the  memory  of  Sep- 
tember nth  alive,  but  honour  it  as  well. 


Part-time  students  in  crisis 


by  CHRIS  RAMSAROOP 


Part-time  studies  are  in  a  crisis 
throughout  Canada.  Mature  students 
once  comprised  the  bulk  of  part-time 
membership.  Over  the  last  10  years, 
mature  student  enrolment  in  university 
declined  nationally  by  18  per  cent  and 
provincially  by  more  than  31  per  cent, 
accodring  to  Statistics  Canada.  The 
most  significant  drop  is  in  the  enrol- 
ment of  women  over  the  age  of  35-there 
are  17,000  fewer  today  than  in  1992. 

Education  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant equalizing  factors  in  our  society. 
The  ever-increasing  drop  in  part-time 
student  enrolment  must  be  addressed 
by  policy-makers  at  this  university,  and 
nationally  through  university  admin- 
istration lobby  bodies  such  as  the  As- 
sociation of  Universities  and  Colleges 
in  Canada. 

However,  there  has  been  no  concert- 
ed effort  to  redress  declining  enrolment. 
Instead,  universities  are  overlooking  the 
crisis  in  mature  student  enrollment.  At 
U  of  T,  this  is  seen  through  the  refusal 
to  address  day-to-day  barriers  that  part- 
time  students  face,  such  as  housing,  the 
lack  of  affordable  daycare  spaces,  inad- 
equate evening  course  selection,  exclu- 
sion from  financial  aid  policies,  and  the 
lack  of  adequate  evening  study  space. 

The  university  administration's  re- 
definition of  part-time  student  status 
and  the  elimination  of  the  three-year 
degree  have  created  further  barriers 
for  students.  Studenst  enrolled  in  three 
credits  worth  of  courses  will  be  both 
surprised  and  angered  to  find  in  their 


financial  invoice  increased  incidental 
fees.  Some  of  these  increased  student 
fees  wUl  cost  students  up  to  $500  more 
a  year  to  attend  university. 

While  the  university  flaunts  its 
handling  of  the  first  few  weeks  of  the 
double  cohort,  I  must  ask  what  the 
administration  will  do  to  protect  part- 
time  study  here.  What  policies  will  be 
implemented?  How  will  they  retain,  if 
not  expand,  access  points  for  students 
from  non-traditional  backgrounds? 
In  the  last  decade  there  has  been  no 
clear  and  concise  statement  on  the 
importance  of  part-time  study  made 
by  U  of  T,  which  once  had  the  highest 
level  of  part-time  enrolment  in  Canada. 
Instead,  numbers  are  further  reduced 
and  students  are  choosing  not  to  at- 
tend universities  because  they  cannot 
afford  school  and  they  cannot  receive 
a  post-secondary  education  that  caters 
to  their  needs. 

While  I  am  critical  of  the  university's 
commitment  to  part-time  study,  I  be- 
lieve this  can  be  redressed  through  the 
development  of  a  concerted  strategy  to 
expand  part-time  and  mature  student 
enrolment.  This  would  include  the 
following: 

*Expand  points  of  access.  U  of  T 
should  expand  participation  levels  of 
the  Academic  Bridging  Program.  Last 
year  budget  cuts  of  30  per  cent  were 
leveled  at  this  important  program.  Cuts 
should  be  reversed  and  this  program 
should  be  expanded  on  the  downtown 
campus.  Pilot  projects  should  also  be 
established  at  UTM  and  UTSC. 

*Include  part-time  students  under 
the  university  financial  aid  guarantee. 


Last  year  research  by  the  Association 
of  Part  Time  Undergraduate  Students 
showed  that  U  of  T  owed  part-time  stu- 
dents more  than  $5  million  in  financial 
aid  monies  that  we  have  paid  to  the  uni- 
versity over  the  last  five  years.  It's  time 
that  part-time  students  are  paid  back 
the  money  that  they  deserve. 

*Expand  the  transitional  year  pro- 
gram (a  very  successful  access  program 
at  U  of  T)  with  satellite  programs  at 
both  UTSC  and  UTM.  Develop-  an 
access  program  for  students  to  access 
professional  programs  such  as  law  for 
students  who  are  coming  from  disad- 
vantaged communities. 

*Support  government  efforts  to  es- 
tablish a  universal  daycare  system. 

*Increase  part-time  student  enrol- 
ment in  professional  faculties  such  as 
law  and  engineering. 

''Reinstate  the  three  year  degree.  U 
of  T  is  in  a  strategic  position  to  take 
a  much  needed  leadership  role  on  the 
issue  of  part-time  studies  particularly 
in  halting  further  decline  in  enrolment 
rates  of  mature  students.  U  of  T  must 
understand  the  importance  of  part- 
time  studies.  The  same  efforts  which  U 
of  T  spends  on  promoting  its  research, 
its  fundraising,  and  its  facilities  as  a 
world  class  institution  must  be  invested 
into  its  diversity  of  students — particu- 
larly the  wealth  of  life  experiences  that 
mature  and  part-time  students  bring  to 
the  university  community. 

Chris  Ramsaroop  is  the  president  of  the 
Association  of  Part  Time  Undergraduate 
Students  and  a  part  time  representative  on 
Governing  Council. 
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Still  worth 
trying  out 


Re:  No  space  on  Varsity  teams, 
Sept.  8,  2003. 

As  a  former  Varsity  Blues  football 
player  I  find  it  hard  to  support 
the  article  stating  that  there  is  a 
lack  of  space  on  Varsity  teams. 
The  extra  competition  for  a 
roster  position  will  only  serve  to 
increase  the  team  talent  level  and 
hopefully  place  the  Varsity  teams 
in  a  better  position  to  contend 
for  league  championships.  You 
should  be  writing  columns  that 
urge  more  athletes  to  try  out  for 
teams,  primarily  the  football 
team,  which  requires  a  more  sub- 
stantial pool  of  athletes  to  draw 
from.  The  largest  university  in 
Canada,  with  a  full-time  student 
body  of  over  35,000,  should  be 
able  to  start  training  camp  with 
more  than  75  players.  It's  time 
for  U  of  T  and  The  Varsity  to  urge 
students  to  dust  off  their  gym 
shorts  and  running  shoes  and 
make  the  effort  to  try  out  for  a 
team.  By  highlighting  the  lack 
of  roster  positions  on  Varsity 
teams,  your  recent  article  will 
only  dissuade  individuals  from 
trying  out.  As  a  writer  for  the 
most  read  and  highly  circulated 
student  newspaper,  please  make  a 
greater  effort  to  promote  student 
athletics. 

Mark  Dienesch  9T9 


Not  really 
SAC-free 

Re:  All froshed out,  Sept.  8  2003. 


You  give  the  impression  that  the  ac- 
tivities and  events  run  at  UTSC  were 
done  completely  free  of  SAC.  I  must 
assure  you  that  this  is  totally  not  the 
case.  This  year  SAC  understood  that 
the  hardest  hit  campuses  from  the 
double  cohort  were  our  Scarborough 
and  Erindale  collages,  and  as  such  we 
did  more  than  we  ever  have  to  help 
our  Erindale  and  Scarborough  stu- 
dent council  colleagues  deal  with  the 
increased  expenses,  to  the  tune  of 
over  $17,000  in  money  and  sponsor- 
ship at  Scarborough  alone.  SAC  had 
a  presence  at  least  at  one  event  daily, 
and  gave  some  student  groups  at 
these  campuses  funding  to  help  them 
with  their  activities.  We  also  for  the 
first  time  fully  paid  for  their  buses 
to  come  down  on  Friday  (something 
that  was  long  overdue)  and  provided 
water  at  UTSC  for  the  whole  week. 
I  also  personally  dedicated  $3,000 
in  discretionary  funding  each  to  the 
UTSC  and  UTM  commissions  to 
help  them  cope  with  the  influx,  out 
of  the  orientation  budget.  While 
this  does  not  fully  make  up  for  SAC's 
horrible  treatment  of  our  suburban 
campuses  in  years  past,  I  believe  that 
we  did  everything  we  could  to  help 
make  their  current  orientations  more 
manageable,  and  as  such  played  a 
significant  role  in  both. 

Dylan  Rae 

SAC  Orientation  Coordinator 


Need  to  get  something 
off  your  chest? 

Write  a  letter  to  the  editor  or  an  op-ed.  ^ 
We  want  your  opinion!  S 

Read  our  how-to  online  at 

www.thevarsity.ca.  Email:  opinions@thevarsity.ca 


Editorial  cartoonists  wanted 

Do  you  like  to  draw  cartoons  with  a  touch  of  social  commentary? 
Be  an  editorial  cartoonist  for  the  Varsity! 
Email  editor@thevarsity.ca 


Delivery  staff  wanted 

Help  delivery  the  Varsity.  Mornings  and/or  afternoons, 

one  or  two  days  per  week.  $10  /  hr. 
Call  416-946-7605       Email:  business@thevarsity.ca 
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Forensic  researcher  hams  it  up 

Uses  Bite-O-Matic  to  investigate  bite  marks  on  pigs 


ZOE  CORMIER 


Bite  Me:  Forensic  researcher  Sylvie  Louise  Avon  holds  aloft  the 
Bite-O-Matic,  a  device  she's  using  to  investigate  bite  marks. 


by  ZOE  CORMIER 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Imagine  you  were  in  a  fight  to  the 
death.  Imagine  that  your  opponent 
bit  you  during  this  match.  Imagine 
that  you  lost,  and  that  for  some  rea- 
son, your  victor  decided  to  bite  your 
lifeless  body  again.  Have  you  ever 
wondered  if  a  bite  mark  made  before 
death  looks  any  different  from  one 
made  after  death?  U  of  T  graduate 
student  Sylvie  Louise  Avon  asked 
just  that  question,  and  what  she's 
finding  out  could  make  the  differ- 


ence between  prison  and  freedom  for 
untold  numbers  of  innocent  people. 

"Pathologists  assume  when  they 
.  see  a  bruise  that  it  was  made  before 
death,  but  there  has  never  been  any 
research  done  that  proves  that  one 
can  tell  if  a  mark  was  made  before 
death  or  after  death,"  said  Avon. 
This  seemingly  minor  detail  could 
be  crucial  in  court,  and  Avon  set  out 
to  study  the  subject. 

Her  method  of  investigation:  bit- 
ing pigs. 

"Pig  skin  is  the  closest  animal 
equivalent  to  human  skin,  histologi- 


cally, physiologically,  and  immuno- 
logically," said  Avon.  So  she  decided 
to  inflict  bite  marks  on  a  juvenile 
Yorkshire  pig  at  four  different  time 
intervals  -  one  hour  before  death, 
five  minutes  before  death,  five  min- 
utes after  death,  and  one  hour  after 
death,  to  see  if  any  difference  could 
be  seen  between  the  bite  marks.  But 
what  to  bite  the  pig  with? 

"We  had  to  design  an  appliance  to 
inflict  a  bite  mark,  because  I  certain- 
ly didn't  want  to  bite  the  pig  myself 
We  also  wanted  to  make  sure  the 
bite  would  be  consistent  each  time, 
so  we  needed  an  appliance  to  control 
the  pressure  accurately."  The  result: 
a  device  flown  in  from  the  Bureau  of 
Legal  Dentistry  in  British  Columbia 
known  as  the  Bite-O-Matic.  It  con- 
sists of  an  upper  and  a  lower  set  of 
chrome-cobalt  teeth  attached  to  a 
vice  grip,  with  a  detector  connected 
to  measure  the  pressure  of  the  bite 
delivered. 

Avon  bit  her  pig  at  the  stated  time 
intervals  on  both  the  left  and  right 
sides.  After  killing  the  animal,  she 
laid  the  pig  on  its  side,  as  a  murder 
victim  might  lie.  "After  you  die, 
blood  sinks  to  one  side  of  your 
body  under  gravitational  force,"  she 
explained.  The  side  that  the  blood 
flows  towards  is  known  as  the  depen- 
dent side,  and  the  side  that  the  blood 
flows  away  from  is  known  as  the  non- 
dependent  side. 

Avon  found  that  bite  marks  could 
only  be  seen  on  the  non-dependent 
side,  and  the  clearest  marks  were 
those  made  five  minutes  before 
death,  followed  by  five  minutes  after 
death,  followed  by  one  hour  before 
death. 

While  that  confirmed  Avon's  sus- 
picion that  bite  marks  made  before 
death  may  not  be  clearer  than  marks 
made  after  death,  Avon  discovered 
something  else  that  shocked  her: 
The  bite  marks  weren't  bruises. 

For  a  mark  on  someone's  skin  to  be 
technically  considered  a  bruise,  blood 
vessels  need  to  be  broken  and  blood 


cells  released  into  the  surrounding 
tissue,  where  they  form  immuglobin 
and  eventually  degrade.  "When  I 
looked  at  the  bite  marks  under  the 
microscope,  I  was  surprised  to  see  no 
red  blood  cells  at  all."  said  Avon. 

In  other  words,  Avon  has  discov- 
ered that  red  marks  on  one's  skin 
may  not  necessarily  be  caused  by 
blood,  and  this  finding  did  not  shock 
her  alone.  "I  did  a  presentation  of  my 
results  to  a  committee,  and  the  direc- 
tor of  the  morgue  at  the  coroner's  of- 
fice, a  pathologist,  said  flatly  'That's 
impossible.'  I  asked  him  if  he  wanted 
to  see  the  slides,  and  he  said  yes.  So  I 
left  him  with  the  slides  by  himself  so 
as  not  to  influence  him.  I  waited  in 
another  room  for  half  an  hour,  after 
which  time  he  came  back  and  simply 
said  'I  don't  understand!'" 

What  could  cause  a  red  mark  on 
one's  skin,  if  not  blood?  "I  have  a 
theory,"  said  Avon,  "but  I  can't  say. 
We're  now  continuing  the  project,  to 
test  my  theories."  Avon  is  optimistic 
about  her  continuing  research.  "I'm 
onto  something!"  she  said  happily. 

Avon  is  also  challenging  another 
accepted  concept  in  forensic  science: 
the  current  practice  of  matching  bite 
marks  to  suspects'  dental  patterns. 
"In  a  court  of  law,  it's  generally  ac- 
cepted that  the  dentist  is  correct 
because  they  are  considered  to  be  an 
expert  witness  in  the  field.  But  there 
is  no  conclusive  scientific  proof  to 
date  that  a  bite  mark  can  be  identi- 
fied for  a  particular  suspect."  So  in 
phase  two  of  her  research,  Avon  will 
be  biting  three  pigs  with  three  differ- 
ent sets  of  teeth,  and  then  sending 
photos  of  the  bite  marks  along  with 
moulds  of  the  teeth  to  more  than 
thirty  such  experts  around  the 
world,  asking  them  to  match  the 
bites  to  the  teeth. 

"I  can't  wait  to  see  the  examiner's 
results,  because  if  they  cari't  show 
themselves  to  be  reliable  then  that 
proves  our  current  system  of  forensic 
investigation  is  flawed."  said  Avon. 
She  continues  her  research  this  fall. 


Alien  invasion? 


byAFTABKHAN  

Alien  invaders  aren't  as  tough  as 
we  once  thought,  according  to  a 
new  study  by  U  of  T's  Dr.  Anurag 
Agrawal  in  the  Aug  2003  issue  of 
Ecology  Letters. 

Over  the  past  few  centuries  every 
corner  of  the  planet  has  become 
interconnected  due  to  increased 
trade  and  travel.  This  has  allowed 
the  migration  of  many  plants  and 
animals  into  new  environments  on 
a  large  scale.  New  species  are  re- 
ferred to  as  "alien,"  and  "invasive"  if 
they  become  successful  in  their  new 
environment. 

"Only  a  very  small  fraction, 
maybe  one  per  cent  of  alien  spe- 
cies become  successful,"  said  Dr. 
Agrawal,  a  professor  of  botany. 
Sometimes  these  new  species  can 
be  beneficial  in  their  new  environ- 
ment. "Certain  alien  species  have 
uses,  for  example  garlic  mustard 
was  imported  from  Europe  as  a 
spice,"  said  Dr.  Agrawal.  More  of- 


ten however,  new  species  can  bring 
problems.  "The  major  problem  with 
invasive  species  is  that  they  devas- 
tate native  biodiversity  and  can  be- 
come weeds."  Purple  loosestrife  for 
example  has  overgrown  Canadian 
wetlands. 

Until  recently  the  common  belief 
was  that  alien  species  become  suc- 
cessful in  new  environments  be- 
cause their  natural  enemies,  preda- 
tors, parasites,  and  diseases,  aren't 
present.  "This  is  the  current  dogma 
with  ecologists,"  said  Dr.  Agrawal. 
"The  problem  is  that  very  few  rigor- 
ous studies  have  been  conducted  to 
test  this  hypothesis." 

So  he  set  out  with  UTM's  Dr.  Pe- 
ter Kotanen  to  test  it  himself  at  the 
Koffler  Scientific  Reserve,  U  of  T's 
field  station  near  Newmarket,  Ont. 
They  planted  seeds  from  30  dif- 
ferent species  of  plants  in  15  pairs. 
Each  pair  contained^  one  species 
native  to  Ontario,  and  one  closely 
related  alien  species.  They  then 
exposed  all  the  plants  to  native 


insects  to  feed  on  the  plants.  The 
bulk  of  the  experiments  showed 
that  the  alien  plants  were  preyed 
upon  just  as  much,  if  not  more  than, 
native  plants. 
Now  Dr.  Agrawal  is  trying  to 


figure  out  why.  He  is  currently 
testing  all  aspects  of  ecological 
interactions,  such  as  attacks  by 
fungi  and  viruses  on  the  plants' 
roots  and  leaves.  See  his  research  at 
www.herbivory.com. 


AFTABKHAN 


U  of  T  botanist  Professor  Anurag  Agravral . 


SCIENCE  BRIEFS 


Ecstasy  doesn't  cause 

Parkinson's-but 
Speed  probably  does 

A  year  ago  researchers  from  John  Hop- 
kin's  University  School  of  Medicine  in 
Baltimore  published  a  study  that  sug- 
gested that  taking  MDMA,  or  ecstasy, 
even  once  could  cause  enough  brain 
damage  to  lead  to  Parkinson's  disease 
later  in  life.  The  scientists  gave  three 
doses  of  the  drug  at  three-hour  inter- 
vals to  squirrel  monkeys  and  baboons, 
to  mimic  the  activities  of  people  using 
the  drug  while  partying  all  night.  Two 
of  the  10  primates  died  within  hours, 
and  the  rest  suffered  extreme  damage 
to  those  nerves  in  the  brain  that  are 
lost  with  Parkinson's,  prompting  the 
scientists  to  announce  that  one  night 
of  ecstasy  use  could  cause  the  disease. 
This  week  those  same  researchers 
issued  a  retraction,  stating  that  the 
bottles  used  were  mislabeled.  Before 
pill-heads  everywhere  start  heaving 
a  sigh  of  relief,  the  scientists  stated 
that  the  monkeys  were  given  am- 
phetamines-a  chemical  group  that 
includes  methamphetamine,  or  speed. 
Moreover,  a  bottle  labeled  as  contain- 
ing speed,  which  was  produced  by  the 
same  lab,  was  later  found  to  contain 
ecstasy,  suggesting  that  the  two  were 
switched  accidentally  Ecstasy  is 
nevertheless  known  to  have  seriously 
harmful  effects  on  the  brain's  sero- 
tonin circuits. 
Source:  Science 
-ZOE  CORMIER 


Vegetarians  foiled 

New  research  indicates  what  some 
vegetarians  have  been  hotly  denying 
for  years  -  humans  evolved  to  eat 
meat.  The  fossilized  teeth  of  an  early 
Homo  were  analyzed  by  a  researcher  at 
the  LTniversity  of  Arkansas,  who  found 
that  the  early  human's  teeth  were 
much  pointier  than  the  teeth  of  earlier 
hominids,  such  as  the  famous  fossil 
Lucy.  Steep,  sharp  teeth  are  found  in 
animals  that  eat  meat,  while  flat  broad 
teeth  are  found  in  animals  that  subsist 
on  plants,  like  gorillas.  This  indicates 
that  hominids  moved  beyond  eating 
only  roots  and  vegetables  as  many 
as  2.5  million  years  ago-even  before 
Homo  sapiens  appeared. 
Source:  New  Scientist 
-Z.C. 
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Hungry  for  music? 


Sink  your  ears  into  this.  Introducing  ATRACSplus™  compression  technology  from  Sony.  It's  a  radical  new  way  to  burn  up  t 
490*  high  quality  songs  onto  one  CD.  Simply  download  the  Simple  Burner  software**  to  your  PC  and  you're  ready  to 
your  entire  music  library  (up  to  1960  minutes)  from  PC  to  CD.  Dig  in;  ATRACSpius  compression  technology  is 
available  on  a  select  group  of  Sony  CD  Walkman*  portable  CD/MP3  players  from  just  $119,99.  Yum.  More  music.  One  CD 

Available  at  authorized  SONY  dealers  or  www.sonystyle.ca/cdwalkman 


^Estimated  at  4  minutes  per  song,  using  700MB  CD-R/RW  media  compre'ising  in  ATRACSpius  ®  4Si<ijps  joly  sottware  compatible  with  IVlic-osoft® 

Windows®  98/SE/2000/ME/XP  operating  systems. 

Sony,  Walkman,  ATRACSpius  are  trademarks  of  Sony  Corp.  Microsoft,  Windows  are  iraciernarks  of  Microsoft  Corpoiation. 
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What  about 


His  name  is  on  all  of  our  diplomas,  but  how  much  do  we 
really  know  about  U  of  T  President  Robert  Birgeneau? 
FEON  CHAU  sits  down  with  the  big  man  on  campus. 


We  always  see  our  president 
posing  and  smiling,  but 
we  never  see  him  as  a  real 
person  eating  lunch,  drinking  coke  or 
playing  squash.  It  is  no  wonder  that  to 
many  of  us,  our  president  just  seems  to 
be  a  name  and  a  figurehead.  With  this 
in  mind,  I  decided  to  pay  a  visit  to  our 
president  here  at  U  of  T. 

Standing  at  6*3"  and  wearing  a  blue 
shirt  and  white  pants,  the  61-year  old 
president  invited  me  into  his  office. 
Paintings  and  bookshelves  decorated 
the  wall  on  the  right  while  panels  of 
windows  that  overlook  King's  College 
Circle  were  on  the  left.  The  sunlight  was 
beaming  through  the  windows  creating 
a  very  welcoming  environment.  With 
his  Diet  Coke  on  his  right  side  and  my 
glass  of  bottled  water  on  my  left,  I  sat 
down  with  President  Robert  J.  Birge- 
neau at  the  dining  table  and  began  our 
interview. 

Born  in  Toronto  and  not  leaving  On- 
tario until  the  age  of  21,  President  Birge- 
neau received  his  B.Sc.  in  Mathematics 
from  U  of  T  in  1963.  He,  like  so  many  U 
of  T  students  today,  was  a  commuter  or 
as  he  called  it,  a  "day  student".  During 
his  undergraduate  years  at  U  of  T,  Presi- 
dent Birgeneau  was  interested  in  math- 
ematics. However,  when  a  friend  invited 
him  to  sit  in  on  a  course  on  quantum 
mechanics,  he  found  it  to  be  truly  ex- 
citing, charming  and  mysterious.  From 
then  on,  he  knew  that  he  liked  physics. 
Interestingly,  President  Birgeneau  told 


me  that  he  was  a  very  good  exam  taker 
when  he  was  a  student.  "I  was  very  good 
at  figuring  out  the  psychology  of  the 
professor.  Therefore,  I  could  figure  out 
what  the  exams  were  going  to  be  in 
advance  quite  well.  I  was  strategic  and 
I  would  always  do  the  simpler  questions 
first  and  leave  the  hard  questions  for  the 
very  end  and  worked  my  way  though  in 
order  of  difficulty  on  the  exam." 

After  studying  at  U  of  T,  he  pursued 
graduate  school  to  study  physics  at  Yale 
on  a  big  scholarship,  but  his  future  was 
hardly  set  in  stone.  "I  wasn't  really  sure 
at  all  what  I  wanted  do  with  my  life.  I 
liked  to  interact  with  people  a  lot  so  I 
wouldn't  have  at  that  time  imagined 
myself  being  a  pure  laboratory  scientist. 
But  I  liked  physics  a  lot  and  I  thought 
the  idea  of  going  to  Yale  would  be  very 
exciting."  Despite  the  uncertainty, 
Birgeneau  saw  the  freedom  in  academ- 
ics rather  than  the  pressure.  "No,  no,  I 
think  the  most  successful  people  I  know 
are  all  the  people  who  didn't  know  what 
they  wanted  to  do." 

In  1966,  president  Birgeneau  received 
his  Ph.D.  from  Yale  and  was  an  instruc- 
tor there  for  a  year.  In  1967,  he  was  at 
Oxford  University  and  a  year  later,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  technical  staff  at 
Bell  Laboratories  in  New  Jersey.  Then 
in  1975,  he  became  a  professor  of  physics 
at  MIT,  where  he  would  remain  for  the 
next  25  years. 

"I  wanted  to  teach  and  I've  always 
been  interested  in  some  level  of  social 


issues.  When  I  arrived  at  MIT,  I  taught 
freshman  physics  and  I  thought  it  was 
great  because  the  students  were  so  en- 
thusiastic. I  also  taught  graduate  courses 
and  it  turned  out  that  I  really  enjoyed 
working  with  graduate  students."  I  asked 
if  president  Birgeneau  thought  he  was  a 
good  professor  and  he  replied,  "Yes,  in 
modesty.  I  think  I  was  a  good  classroom 
teacher  although  I  was  surprised  how 
long  it  took  me  to  learn  how  to  teach 
really  well.  Teaching  well  doesn't  just 
happen  and  I  really  had  to  work  hard  at 
it  for  several  years  before  I  felt  I  was  re- 
ally effective  in  the  classroom." 

In  1988,  Birgeneau  became  the  Head 
of  the  Department  of  Physics  and  later 
in  1991,  he  was  promoted  to  Dean  of 

"I  wasn't  really  sure  at 
all  what  I  wanted  to  do 
with  my  life... I  think 
the  most  successful 
people  I  know  are  all 
the  people  who  didn't 
know  what  they 
wanted  to  do." 

School  of  Science  at  MIT.  Then  in  2000, 
he  came  back  to  Toronto  and  became 
the  President  and  professor  of  physics  at 
U  of  T.  He  admitted  it  was  an  unusual 
career  for  him  because  no  one  in  his 
family  had  ever  completed  high  school. 
He  realized  how  much  he  owed  to  his 
high  school  and  to  U  of  T.  He  thought 
this  was  an  opportunity  to  give  back  to 


the  university. 

So  what  does  the  President  do  every 
day?  Well,  his  day  starts  when  he  steps 
into  his  office  at  eight  in  the  morning. 
He  checks  his  emails  and  gets  organized 
(and  yes,  he  checks  emails  everyday) 
until  8:30  when  he  usually  has  meetings 
until  noon.  He  then  has  lunch  in  various 
places  such  as  Hart  House,  Spaha  or  Pe- 
ter Cheung,  a  Chinese  restaurant  at  Col- 
lege and  Spadina.  He  occasionally  likes 
to  eat  from  the  trucks  outside  Sidney 
Smith  as  well.  After  lunch,  there  is  usu- 
ally some  kind  of  crisis  that  he  needs  to 
resolve  such  as  a  strike  or  unhappy  stu- 
dents. If  he  is  lucky  and  gets  a  free  hour, 
he  hops  over  to  the  physics  building  and 
meets  with  his  graduate  students,  or  he 
heads  over  to  the  Athletic  Centre  and 
plays  squash.  By  six  in  the  evening,  he 
finishes  his  paper  work  and  replies  to 
more  emails  until  7:30  when  he  leaves 
to  go  home.  He  then  has  dinner  with  his 
wife  if  he  doesn't  have  events  to  attend. 
At  nine,  he  goes  over  his  reading  mate- 
rials, but  the  president  said  he  always 
stops  working  at  10  o'clock. 

Despite  his  long  hour  days  and  hectic 
schedules,  perhaps  the  one  thing  that 
Birgeneau  can  do  without  is  the  atten- 
tion that  he  gets  by  being  the  president 
of  U  of  T.  He  admitted  that  he  does  not 
like  being  a  public  figure  and  he  finds 
it  unattractive  especially  with  the  way 
newspapers  treat  public  figures  in  To- 
ronto. "I  did  not  anticipate  just  how  pub- 
lic this  position  is  because  I'm  actually 
quite  a  private  person."  He  said  when  he 
goes  out  to  dinner  with  his  wife,  people 
often  come  up  to  him  and  talk  to  him 
about  various  subjects. 

Aside  from  being  the  president,  Birge- 


neau is  also  a  professor  of  physics  here. 
He  doesn't  actually  teach  a  course  but 
he  works  with  several  Ph.D.  students 
and  he  enjoys  it  a  lot.  When  I  asked  him 
whether  he  enjoys  being  a  professor  or  a 
president  better,  he  said  at  this  stage  in 
his  life,  he  loves  doing  what  he  is  doing 
now.  However,  he  said  when  he  is  fin- 
ished being  president,  he  plans  to  teach 
and  research  again.  In  other  words,  he 
will  always  be  a  teacher  at  heart. 

So  what  else  does  the  president  do 
besides  work?  President  Birgeneau  plays 
squash  and  loves  to  watch  movies.  He 
planned  to  start  golf  again  this  summer 
but  was  unable  to  do  so  because  he  fell 
off  a  ladder  when  he  was  trimming  trees 
in  the  garden.  He  showed  me  the  stitch- 
es and  the  scar  was  at  least  three  inches 
long  along  his  arm.  One  thing  you  may 
not  know  about  the  president  is  that  not 
only  was  he  two  years  younger  than  his 
peers  but  he  was  also  a  short  kid  when 
he  was  in  high  school.  In  fact,  it  was  not 
until  the  end  of  grade  12  when  he  got  a 
summer  job  at  a  factory  that  he  started 
to  grow.  Within  a  couple  months,  he 
grew  six  inches  and  became  the  6'f  that 
he  is  today. 

There  was  a  knock  on  the  door  in- 
forming the  president  that  his  friend 
had  arrived.  I  looked  to  my  watch  and 
it  was  noon,  which  meant  that  my  in- 
terview with  the  president  was  coming 
to  an  end. 

I  had  one  final  question  to  ask  him 
before  we  ended  our  interview.  I  asked 
him  why  did  the  chicken  cross  the 
road?  And  President  Birgeneau  replied, 
"The  chicken  crossed  the  road  because 
it  was  excited  to  learn  what  was  on  the 
other  side." 
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Filmfest  frenzy 

Amidst  all  the  glitz  and  boldface,  ifs  easy 
to  forget  what  the  festival  is  all  about — 
movies.  Our  bleary-eyed  critics  offer  up 
their  take  on  some  notable  festival  films. 


by  REBECCA  ADDELMAN, 
TABASSUM  SIDBIQUI, 
DAVID  SMOOKLER,&  COLIN  TAIT 
VARSITY  STAFF  

At  Five  In  the  Afternoon 

Directed  by  Samira  Mahkmalbaf 

(Iran/France) 

Rating:  WW 

Yet  another  offering  from  the 
amazing  filmmaking  Mahkmalbaf 
family  (Samira's  father  Mohsen 
is  known  as  an  auteur  the  world 
over,  and  her  14-year-old  sister  re- 
cently debuted  her  first  film  at  the 
Venice  festival),  this  is  one  of  the 
first  movies  to  be  filmed  in  post- 
war Afghanistan.  And  the  setting 
makes  for  some  truly  indelible 
images — the  dusty  ruins  of  Kabul 
stand  in  stark  contrast  to  the  bit- 
tersweet story  of  Noqreh,  a  young 
girl  who  wants  to  become  president 
of  the  country.  That  country  may 
lie  in  tatters  around  her,  but  the 
new  opportunities  presented  to 
women,  like  the  seemingly  simple 
act  of  going  to  school,  opens  up  a 
new  world  for  girls  like  Noqreh 
and  allows  them  to  dream.  It's  not 
a  fairy-tale,  however — Noqreh  has 
to  hide  the  fact  that  she's  attend- 
ing school  from  her  father,  and 
her  family  lives  in  a  bombed-out 


palace. 

The  film  is  shot  like  a  docu- 
mentary with  first-time  actors, 
not  unlike  Mohsen  Makhmalbaf's 
similarly-minded  Kandahar.  As  a 
director,  his  daughter  seems  to 
have  inherited  his  grand  visual 
sense — there  are  some  beautifully 
shot  sequences  here  that  take  full 
advantage  of  the  setting.  At  Five 
in  the  Afternoon  does  seem  overly 
long  and  politically  preachy  at 
times,  but  its  compelling  story  and 
scenery  pack  a  powerful  cinematic 
punch. — TS 


Broken  Wings 

Directed  by  Nir  Bergman  (Israel) 
Rating:  WW 

Broken  Wings  is  an  absorbing  and 
moving  film  about  a  young  family 
failing  to  cope,  months  after  the 
death  of  the  father.  "It  was  based 
on  my  family,  we  went  through  a 
hard  divorce.  While  writing  it  I 
had  to  understand  the  difference 
between  what  we  went  through 
versus  a  death.  We  went  through 
grief  as  well,"  said  director  Nir 
Bergman  at  a  screening  of  his  film 
last  week. 

At  times  very  funny  and  often 
painfully  poignant,  the  film  focuses 


Scott  Speedman  and  Sarah  PoUey  inMj  Life  Without  Me. 


Gus  Van  Sant's  Elephant. 

on  17-year-old  Maya,  who  Bergman 
says  was  "Daddy's  girl,  and  is  now 
stuck  with  the  mother."  From  the 
first  minutes  we  see  that  all  four 
kids  resent  their  mother  for  not 
being  around  enough,  but  also  love 
and  need  her  at  this  difficult  point 
in  their  lives.  Bergman  skillfully 
ensures  sympathy  for  the  mother, 
as  in  scenes  where  we  see  her  work- 
ing with  hospital  patients.  In  fact, 
this  is  the  brilliance  of  the  film — 
all  the  characters  cause  each  other 
pain,  yet  we  are  shown  a  strong 
undercurrent  of  caring  and  become 
sympathetic  to  their  behaviour. 
The  film  is  filled  with  an  enormous 
sense  of  humanity.  Asked  about  his 
decision  to  include  no  politics  in 
the  film,  the  first-time  Israeli  film- 
maker answered,  "Life  is  more  pre- 
cious than  any  political  statements 
or  thoughts." — DS 


Dying  at  Grace 

Directed  by  Allan  King  (Canada) 
Rating:  VWW 

Acclaimed  documentary  filmmak- 
er Allan  King  recounts  the  lives 
and  deaths  of  five  patients  who 
spend  their  last  days  under  the  care 
of  Toronto's  Salvation  Army  Grace 
Hospital. 

A  straight-ahead  look  at  death 
and  dying.  King's  film  manages  to 
convey  a  sense  of  the  difficulties 
that  face  patients  nearing  the  end 
of  their  lives  while  conveying  the 
inevitability  of  decline.  Shot  on 
digital  video,  the  film  stands  in 
stark  contrast  to  images  we're  used 
to  seeing  through  this  medium  and 
instead  takes  the  time  to  meticu- 
lously document  the  slowness  and 
agony  of  actual  death.  As  one  fam- 
ily member  says  in  the  film,  "Dying 
is  like  giving  birth,  it  takes  a  lot  of 
work."  King's  film  allows  us  to  see 
this  unfold  first-hand,  and  it  is  an 
incredible  testament  to  his  abili- 
ties as  a  filmmaker,  but  also  to  the 
remarkable  lives  that  are  featured 
in  the  film. 

The  film  consists  of  interviews 
with  the  patients,  their  families 
and  the  doctors  that  care  for  them, 
but  also  personal  moments,  like 
footage  of  the  patients'  laboured 
breathing.  All  these  elements 
combine  to  create  a  brilliant  and 
often  heartbreaking  account  of 
the  obstacles  facing  the  dying,  and 
ultimately  the  peace  they  attain 
through  their  respective  deaths. 
While  Dying  at  Grace  is  an  extreme- 


ly slow  movie,  the  pace  is  entirely 
appropriate  to  the  subject  matter 
and  exists  as  an  antithesis  to  the 
kinds  of  fast-paced  and  sometimes 
shallow  perceptions  of  death  that 
exist  on  medical  TV  shows  and  the 
news. — CT 


Elephant 

Directed  by  Gus  Van  Sant  (USA) 
Rating:  VWW 

The  Elephant  in  the  title  of  Gus 
Van  Sant's  new  film  comes  from 
two  sources — first  is  the  idea  of  the 
elephant  in  America's  living  room 
that  no  one  is  prepared  to  talk 
about,  and  the  second  comes  from 
an  ancient  parable  about  a  blind 
man  feeling  the  individual  parts  of 
an  elephant  in  order  to  comprise  a 
whole  picture  of  it  from  the  sum  of 
its  parts. 

The  elephant  in  the  film  is  an 
understanding  of  high  school  kids, 
and  specifically  the  factors  that 
could  lead  them  to  feel  that  they 
need  violence  as  an  outlet.  While 
the  film  is  obviously  inspired  by 
the  Columbine  massacre,  it  is  not 
strictly  about  a  school  shooting  at 
all.  Rather,  it  is  a  stunning  presen- 
tation of  the  problems  and  issues 
that  teens  face  today. 

The  director's  method  is  to  sim- 
ply follow  his  characters  through 
the  tight  confines  of  their  high 
school  in  order  to  illustrate  their 
environment.  In  this  way,  the  film 
nearly  resembles  a  documentary, 
and  the  improvised  dialogue  of  the 
actual  high  school  students  act- 
ing in  the  film  contributes  to  the 
authenticity  of  the  portrait.  Van 
Sant  also  skillfully  edited  the  film 
to  convey  a  growing  sense  of  dread, 
but  keeps  the  viewer  riveted  to  the 
screen  simply  by  the  sheer  tension 
and  the  continuous  investigations 
into  the  everyday  lives  of  its  char- 
acters. 

The  winner  of  the  Palme  D'Or 
for  best  film  at  the  Cannes  festi- 
val. Elephant  is  an  important  look 
at  the  factors  that  lead  youth  to 
take  up  arms  against  each  other 
even  in  seemingly  placid  places. 
The  beauty  of  the  film  is  that  it 
shows  that  these  issues  exist  in  the 
everyday  fabric  of  high  school  life, 
and  the  filmmaker  leaves  it  to  the 
viewer  to  draw  their  own  conclu- 
sions by  allowing  the  environment 
to  resonate. — CT 


Falling  Angels 

Directed  by  Scott  Smith,  starring 
Miranda  Richardson  and  Galium 
Keith  Rennie  (Canada) 
Rating:  WW 

Scott  Smith's  follow-up  to  his  ac- 
claimed debut  film  Rollercoaster 
paints  a  vivid  portrait  of  troubled 
family  life  in  the  suburbs  of  Don 
Mills  when  1969  became  1970.  The 
film  follows  the  lives  of  three  teen- 
age girls  as  they  are  forced  to  con- 
front the  realities  of  their  drunken 
parents,  used-car  salesman  Dad 
(Galium  Keith  Rennie)  and  their 
nearly  catatonic  mother  (expertly 
played  by  Miranda  Richardson),  in 
addition  to  simply  trying  to  grow 
up  in  their  own  ways. 

One  of  the  most  impressive 
things  about  the  film  is  how  it  con- 
veys world  events  through  a  filter  of 
Canadian  consciousness.  Through 
flashbacks  we  are  shown  the  family 
vacation  in  the  homemade  bomb 
shelter  and  how  that  affected  the 
girls'  present  lives.  As  a  result, 
they  all  rebel  in  their  various  ways 
against  their  father's  overbearing 
nature  and  drunken  rages,  while 
still  managing  to  take  care  of  their 
mother's  needs. 

The  strength  of  the  film  lies  in 
the  actors.  Rennie  is  especially 
good,  as  is  Richardson,  but  Monte 
Gagne,  Kristin  Adams,  and  Kath- 
erine  Isabelle  root  the  film  with 
solid  performances  as  the  troubled 
daughters.  Isabelle  (who  rose  to 
fame  with  Ginger  SnapsVs  perfor- 
mance is  particularly  poignant  as  is 
Mark  McKinney's  appearance  in  a 
supporting  role. 

Falling  Angels  has  the  wistful  nos- 
talgic quality  of  a  good  Tragically 
Hip  song,  and  asks  us  to  remem- 
ber a  past  despite  its  faults,  and 
thus  come  to  an  understanding  of 
the  contemporary  reality  of  what 
Canada  is. — CT 


Greendale 

Directed  by  Bernard  Shakey  [a.k.a. 
Neil  Young]  (USA) 
Rating:  VWv 

Oh,  to  live  in  Neil  Young's  brain, 
where  the  pitfalls  of  education  don't 
hold  sway  and  simple  thoughts  are 
allowed  to  run  amuck.  Where 
old  people  are  pure  and  deserve 
respect,  and  Vietnam  still  really 
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As  he  likes  it 


Renowned  theatre  director  and  U  of  T  alumnus  David 
Gardner  brings  a  lighter  Shakespeare  to  Hart  House  Theatre 


by  JORDAN  BIMM 


In  case  you  haven't  heard,  ac- 
claimed theatre  director  David 
Gardner  is  back  on  campus.  This 
week,  his  highly  anticipated  pro- 
duction of  Shakespeare's  classic 
romantic  comedy  As  You  Like  It 
opens  at  Hart  House  Theatre. 

Gardner,  a  hardened  veteran 
when  it  comes  to  directing  Shake- 
speare, is  most  recently  remem- 
bered for  his  production  of  Mac- 
beth, which  thrilled  audiences  last 
fall  at  Hart  House.  This  season 
Gardner  is  offering  theatregoers  a 
unique  look  at  a  different,  lighter 
side  of  Shakespeare's  work. 

"I've  never  directed  this  kind  of 
comedy  before,"  Gardner  admits, 
sitting  across  a  coffeetable  inside 
his  beautifully  decorated  down- 
town apartment.  "I  wanted  a  nice 
contrast  to  Macbeth  last  year." 

With  that  goal  in  mind,  As 
You  Like  It  is  an  excellent  choice. 
The  play  follows  the  retreat  of 
a  dysfunctional  and  maligned 
court  into  the  enchanted  Forest 
of  Arden,  where  love  and  comic 


misunderstanding  circulate  in 
the  air  and  work  to  rejuvenate  the 
jaded  royals.  Gardner  describes 
the  script  as  "a  smile  show,  a  warm 
show,"  which  is  a  far  cry  from  the 
tragic  descent  of  Macbeth,  locked 
inside  the  cold,  hard  walls  of  Dun- 
sinane. 

For  Gardner,  every  different 
genre  of  theatre  calls  for  a  dif- 
ferent directorial  approach:  "I 
think  with  a  drama  the  lines  are 
straight,  and  with  a  comedy  you 
tend  to  choreograph  in  circles." 
He  stresses  that  both  dramas  and 
comedies  offer  their  own  individu- 
al demands  on  a  director.  Gardner 
describes  As  You  Like  It  as  "a  very 
technical  show;  you  have  to  work 
hard  to  make  the  comic  points 
clear,  and  get  a  laugh  if  you  can." 

Directing  Shakespeare  is  no  easy 
feat,  but  it's  a  task  that  Gardner 
meets  with  genuine  excitement, 
dedication  and  reverence.  But  just 
in  case  that's  not  enough,  he  also 
has  decades  of  directorial  expe- 
rience, an  estimated  850  stage, 
screen  and  radio  credits,  and  a 
doctorate  in  Canadian  theatre  his- 


tory from  U  of  T  to  help  him  out 
as  well.  That  being  said,  the  U  of 
T  alumnus  was  quick  to  point  out 
that  this  production  is  not  just  a 
student  venture. 

"In  a  funny  way  it  goes  back  to 
the  old  tradition  of  Hart  House, 
back  in  the  1920s,  when  it  was 
a  community  theatre,"  Gardner 
explains.  "We  have  a  mixture 
of  students,  graduates,  commu- 
nity theatre  stars — the  best  of  all 
worlds." 

Gardner  estimates  that  roughly 
half  of  the  cast  of  22  actors  are 
current  students  or  alumni  of  U 
ofT. 

One  aspect  of  the  produc- 
tion which  Gardner  is  eager  to 
highlight  is  the  set  designed  by 
Sherri  Catt,  who  also  did  sets  and 
costumes  for  Macbeth:  "The  set 
design  is  very  exciting...  the  Forest 
of  Arden  is  the  star."  He  goes  on  to 
describe  Catt's  work  as  "sculptural 
and  evocative." 

Also  returning  from  Gardner's 
Macbeth  are  actors  Jeremy  Hut- 
ton,  who  played  MacDuff,  and 
Pip  Dwyer  who  portrayed  the 
power-hungry  Lady  Macbeth. 
This  production  sees  Hutton  and 
Dwyer  cast  in  a  far  more  cheerful 
relationship  as  the  lovers  Orlando 
and  Rosalind. 

One  point  that  sets  As  You  Like 
It  apart  from  all  of  Shakespeare's 
other  comedies  is  that  it  is  the 
most  musical.  Gardner  boasts 
that  there  are  "more  songs  in 
As  You  Like  It  than  in  any  other 
Shakespeare  play."  Asked  if  it  was 
difficult  to  find  good  actors  who 
are  also  good  singers,  Gardner, 
who  has  a  great  sense  of  humour, 
replies,  "Yes,  but  we  did!"  He  is 
also  quick  to  commend  the  vocal 
talents  of  cast  member  Phil  Car- 
michael,  who  will  be  playing  the 
lyrically  inclined  Amiens. 

Gardner  hopes  that  As  You  Like 
It  will  reach  as  wide  an  audience 
as  possible.  He  stresses  his  belief 
that  "every  actor  should  take  a 
crack  at  Shakespeare,  just  as  ev- 
erybody should  see  at  least  one  of 
his  great  plays,  and  As  You  Like  It 
is  one  of  those." 

In  the  days  leading  up  to  the 
play's  opening  night,  Gardner,  like 
a  true  theatre  director,  describes 
his  mood  as  "always  excited,  al- 
ways nervous"  and  humbly  adds,  "I 
don't  think  you  ever  lose  that." 

As  You  Like  It  runs  from 
September  10  to  Saturday 
September  zyat  Hart  House 
Theatre.  Tickets  are  Si§,  or  $12 
for  students  and  seniors. 
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David  Hewlett  and  Andrew  Miller  in  Vincenzo  Natali's  Nothing, 


FESTIVAL» 

fucks  people  up.  Where  you  can 
easily  pack  things  in,  buy  a  pick-up, 
and  drive  up  to  Alaska.  Where  sav- 
ing the  planet  is  a  noble  and  attain- 
able goal,  and  all  you  need  to  rock 
is  a  guitar,  drums  and  bass. 

A  Super-8  film  set  to  his  latest  78- 
minute  album  by  the  same  name, 
Greendale  is  Young's  third  feature 
film,  and  his  most  recent  ode  to 
America  and  small-town  life.  His 
aging  rocker  virtues  and  pleas  for 
revolution  are  acted  out  through 
simplistic  criticisms  of  CNN,  the 
Bush  administration,  and  police 
corruption.  A  cast  of  friends  and 
family  play  the  townsfolk  of  fic- 
tional Greendale,  California,  and 
lip-sync  as  Neil  belts  out  the  nar- 
rative in  song.  Sounds  horrible  and 
cliche,  the  death  knell  of  a  40-year 
career,  I  know.  But  if  you  know 
Young's  music,  or  are  willing  to 
suspend  cynicism  and  disbelief, 
Greendale  is  a  revelation.  Not  for 
it's  shaky,  out-of-focus  shots,  and 
not  for  its  need  to  beat  a  thematic 
dead  horse.  It's  revelatory  because 
it  proves  that  even  at  60,  Young  is 
speaking  his  mind  and  continues  to 
rock,  putting  the  rest  of  the  pen- 
pushing  world  to  shame. — RA 


M ambo  Italiano 

Directed   by   Emile  Gaudreault, 
starring    Paul    Sorvino,  Ginette 
Reno 
Rating:  V 

It's  impossible  to  consider  Mambo 
Italiano  without  mentioning  My 
Big  Fat  Greek  Wedding.  Here  is  an- 
other attempt  to  capitalize  on  the 
stereotypical  behavior  of  a  specific 
ethnic  group  confronted  with  the 
everyday  issues  of  modern  life. 

Based  on  the  successful  play  by 
Steve  Galluccio,  the  story  is  set 
in  Montreal's  Little  Italy,  a  place 
where  the  charm  of  the  old  country 
is  brought  to  the  streets  of  Canada. 
It  is  here  that  our  protagonist 


Angelo  creates  conflict  with  the 
discovery  that  he  is  gay.  Ah,  the 
madness  that  ensues!  Ah,  the  ter- 
rible stereotypes!  See  Paul  Sorvino 
clutch  his  chest  and  Ginette  Reno 
throw  her  arms  wildly  in  the  air. 
See  badly-rendered  Italian  accents 
(from  the  main  players,  I  might 
add).  See  the  tame  display  of  gay 
love,  and  the  cliches  of  problems 
and  their  cures.  See  the  eventual  ac- 
ceptance of  LaFamiglia\  Feel  good 
about  how  liberal  you  are  and  how 
harmless  gay  people  really  are! 

The  main  problem  with  the  film 
is  how  dated  the  issues  are.  One 
need  only  to  look  at  Ang  Lee's  1993 
film  The  Wedding  Banquet  (essen- 
tially a  dramatic  telling  of  the  same 
story)  which  attained  mainstream 
success  ten  years  ago  without 
resorting  to  any  self-destructive 
ethnic  stereotypes. 

If  you  consider  the  sophistica- 
tion that  mainstream  gay  culture 
has  attained,  and  its  acceptance  by 
predominantly  straight  audiences 
(see  HBO's  Six  Feet  Under)  and  the 
current  debate  over  same-sex  mar- 
riage, Mambo  Italiano  is  a  relic  and 
a  callous  attempt  to  undermine 
(and  offend)  not  one  but  two  cul- 
tures simultaneously,  all  the  while 
hoping  to  exploit  their  way  to  the 
bank. — CT 


My  Life  Without  Me 

Directed  by  Isabel  Coixet,  starring 
Sarah  Policy,  Scott  Speedman,  and 
Mark  Ruffalo  (Canada/Spain) 
Rating:  WW 

A  small,  quiet  Canadian/Spanish 
co-production  that  lets  the  charac- 
ters be  just  that — unassuming  and 
ordinary — in  short,  Canadian.  Sar- 
ah Policy  carries  this  movie  about  a 
young  mother  dying  of  cancer  who 
decides  not  to  tell  her  friends  and 
family.  She  makes  a  list  of  things 
to  do  before  her  impending  death, 
including  finding  a  new  wife  for 
her  husband  (Scott  Speedman) 
and  taking  a  lover  (Mark  Ruffalo). 


It's  a  definite  movie-of-the-week 
premise,  but  the  actors  work  hard 
to  elevate  the  material. 

You  can  dress  her  down,  dye  her 
hair  a  mousy  brown,  and  stick  her 
in  the  trailer  park,  and  yet  Policy 
still  lights  up  the  screen.  She  is  the 
rare  actor  that  makes  you  truly 
believe  in  each  and  every  character 
she  plays.  Here,  despite  looking 
about  14  years  old,  she's  completely 
realistic  as  a  mom  of  two  young 
daughters — a  scene  where  she 
records  a  message  to  her  kids  for 
when  she's  gone  is  utterly  wrench- 
ing. Speedman  is  finally  finding 
roles  that  let  him  stretch  beyond 
the  boring  mope  he  played  on  Felic- 
ity, and  Ruffalo  takes  a  character 
that  could  be  cliched  and  instead 
shows  us  why  his  name  is  on  every 
critic's  lips. 

A  movie  about  dying  that  ends 
up  celebrating  life  instead. — TS 


Nothing 

Directed  by  Vincenzo  Natali,  star- 
ring David  Hewlett  and  Andrew 
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Miller  (Canada) 
Rating:  Vv 

If  an  eight-year-old  Samuel  Beckett 
got  together  to  smoke  a  joint  with 
a  nine-year-old  Jean  Paul  Sartre, 
and  they  decided  to  collaborate  on 
a  $20-million  dollar  special-effects 
movie,  the  result  might  look  a  little 
like  Nothing,  the  flaccid  and  often 
boring  new  comedy  from  Canadian 
wunderkind  Vincenzo  Natali. 

The  film  begins  on  a  great  note, 
introducing  protagonists  Dave  (Da- 
vid Hewlitt)  and  Andrew  (Andrew 
Miller)  in  cool  flash  animation,  and 
renders  their  environment  (To- 
ronto) in  a  highly  stylized  manner. 
When  outside  forces  conspire  to 
ruin  their  lives,  they  discover  that 
somehow  they  have  the  ability  to 
make  it  disappear,  just  by  hating 
it  enough.  While  the  premise  is  in- 
teresting enough,  the  substance  of 


the  film  is  reduced  to  the  kinds  of 
conversations  you  have  when  you're 
very  tired  or  drunk  and  attempting 
to  be  really  deep. 

While  the  aforementioned  play- 
wright and  philosopher  are  obvi- 
ously influences,  the  film  sacrifices 
any  sense  of  drama  in  favour  of  spe- 
cial effects,  which  themselves  con- 
sist of  simply  turning  everything 
into  a  vast  whiteness  of  nothing. 

Inconsequential  and  vastly  disap- 
pointing (considering  that  Natali's 
previous  off-kilter  film  Cube  at- 
tained huge  international  critical 
and  box-ofiice  success)  Nothing  fol- 
lows the  string  of  Canadian  films 
such  as  Men  With  Brooms  and  Duct 
Tape  Forever  that  were  specifically 
designed  for  domestic  success,  but 
instead  reflect  the  emptiness  of  the 
commercial  Canadian  film  indus- 
try, and  the  cynicism  with  which 
they  view  their  audiences. — CT 


Critic's  Pick:  Allan  King's  Dying  at  Grace. 
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Bjork 

sets  Toronto 
Island  afire 


by  SARAH  BARMAK 


I  barely  need  to  write  a  review 
of  the  astonishing  performance 
that  took  place  Wednesday  on 
Toronto's  Olympic  Island.  Even 
though  it's  not  yet  a  week  behind 
me,  I  feel  as  if  it  must  have  hap- 
pened decades  ago,  before  I  was 
born  even,  and  I'm  only  recalling 
it  through  an  apocryphal  haze. 

Like  David  Bowie's  concert  in 
1973  where  he  announced  that 
Ziggy  Stardust  would  never  play 
again.  Or  the  Dead  Kennedys' 
first  show  at  Mabuhay  Gardens 
in  1978,  when  a  punk  show  could 
still  cause  rioting — think  the  Sex 
Pistols'  recent  gig  at  the  Molson 
Amphitheatre  (where  fans  turned 
unruly  when  the  band  abruptly 
walked  offstage  less  than  halfway 
through  their  set),  times  10. 

Or  maybe  you  don't  know  what 
I'm  talking  about,  which  is  fine, 
too.  Because  the  Bjork  concert 
was  really  a  different  type  of  rock 
show  altogether,  now  that  I  think 
about  it.  Instead  of  raw  power, 
Bjork's  was  a  perfectly  planned, 
multi-layered  performance.  Like 
an  opera,  it  incorporated  aspects 
to  engage  both  eye  and  ear.  It  was 
as  theatrical  as  Kiss,  but  without 
the  grossness. 

The  concert,  her  second  since 
releasing  the  album  Vespertine,  in- 
cluded a  six-  (at  least)  piece  string 
orchestra,  a  harpist,  techno  duo 
(and  frequent  collaborators)  Mat- 
mos,  lots  of  pyro,  and  fireworks. 
The  songs  in  her  set  were  the 
cream  of  her  last  two  albums, 
with  only  two  great  older  hits, 
"Isobel"  and  "Human  Behaviour." 
Homogenic's  big  sound  featured 
more  than  the  more  delicate  and 
meditative  Vespertine  material. 

The  diminutive  singer  was 
dressed  bizarrely  as  usual  in  a 
sequined  black  ballerina  dress 
with  green  frills  around  her  neck. 
Watching  her  skip  around  the 
stage  or  shyly  ask  the  crowd  if 
they  could  help  her  sing  "Happy 
Birthday"  to  a  musician,  it  was 
easy  to  forget  she's  a  mother  in 
her  thirties. 

Starting  the  set  off  with  "Hunt- 
er," she  sang  the  beautifully  fairy- 
like track  "Pagan  Poetry"  from 
Vespertine  before  jets  of  flame 
shot  from  either  side  of  the  stage 


during  a  high  point  of  the  string- 
heavy  "Joga."  The  amazed  crowd 
then  went  into  shock  as  fireworks 
exploded  during  the  song's  cli- 
max. 

Though  faltering  a  little  in  the 
first  few  songs,  Bjork's  powerful 
voice  pierced  through  the  wall  of 
sound  being  created  by  Matmos's 
computers.  She  ran  through  tin- 
kling masterpieces  like  "It's  Not 
Up  To  You,"  "All  Is  Full  of  Love," 
"Joga,"  "Hidden  Place,"  and 
"Bachelorette,"  slowly  increasing 
the  tempo  and  volume,  adding 
electroclash-y  riffs  where  there 
were  none.  She  sang  the  blistering 
"Pluto"  near  the  end,  its  searing 
noise  accompanied  by  a  crescendo 
of  fireworks  and  pyrotechnics. 

Intriguing  and  puzzling  digital 
projections  accompanied  several 
tracks  in  the  show's  second  half 
Disembodied  arms  floated  in  a 
kind  of  amniotic  fluid  with  jel- 
lyfish-like creatures  and  fetuses, 
and  people  in  Inuit  dress  flashed 
by  interspersed  with  wolves  and 
crude  drawings  of  genitalia. 

Maybe  it  was  because  the  day 
had  been  so  gorgeous,  the  grass  so 
soft,  the  crowd  relatively  intimate 
(astonishingly,  the  show  did  not 
sell  out),  but  it  felt  like  Bjork  and 
her  opener  Kid  Koala  had  truly 
dispensed  joy  to  the  people.  Ku- 
dos to  its  organizers  for  the  clever 
idea  of  having  it  on  the  island,  the 
only  place  I  can  think  of  where  a 
set  like  this,  equally  secluded  and 
explosive,  could  be  put  on. 
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Roadmap  to  accessibility 

Five-year  plan  to  make  AC  a  centre  for  all 


by  IAN  HA 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Committed  to  "excellence  through 
equity  in  universal  accessibility,"  the 
Faculty  of  Physical  Education  and 
Health  recently  published  a  five-year 
roadmap  on  accessibility. 

A  Report  on  Universal  Accessibility 
lays  out  19  recommendations  offering 
directions  and  principles  for  the  fac- 
ulty before  it  meets  with  the  Budget 
Committee  this  fall.  Accessibil- 
ity awareness  training  for  faculty  and 
staff,  recruiting  of  disabled  people, 
and  a  reassessment  of  curriculum 
practices  are  only  some  of  the  recom- 
mendations. The  report  is  currently  in 
discussion. 

"We're  committed  to  [equity]. ..to 
the  best  of  our  ability.  And  this  report 
was  written  with  that  in  mind,"  said 
Bruce  Kidd,  dean  of  the  FPEH. 

The  report  also  asks  for  automatic 
doors  for  AC  entrances  and  equip- 
ment to  support  wheelchair  basket- 
ball. The  early  years  of  the  proposed 
timeline,  however,  are  heavy  in  plan- 
ning and  development.  Major  physical 
renovations  to  Varsity  Arena  and  the 
AC  will  not  happen  until  year  four  or 
five  at  the  earliest. 

A  $100,000  budget  is  being  request- 
ed to  fund  the  recommendations.  Giv- 


en that  a  late  90's  audit  of  these  same 
athletic  facilities  set  renovations  at  $15 
million-a  report  that  has  since  been 
shelved-it  is  hard  to  see  how  updates 
will  go  beyond  wheelchair  ramps  and 
refitted  door-handles. 

"Even  a  commitment  of  $100,000  a 
year  will  be  a  stretch.  Hopefully,  after 
people  swallow  hard,  they  will  agree 
with  it,  but  we're  going  to  have  to  find 
the  money,"  said  Kidd. 

Tuition  raises  and  levies  are  pos- 
sibilities for  the  faculty.  "It's  not  out  of 
the  question,"  Kidd  responded  when 
asked  about  using  students  as  a  fi- 
nancial source.  Past  levy  failures  loom 
large  for  the  Dean,  however,  who 
maintained  that  it  was  too  early  to  tell 
if  such  measures  would  be  necessary. 

The  language  of  the  report  is  high 
on  commitment  but  vague  on  imple- 
mentation. Student  leaders  worry  the 
report  will  hit  the  dust-bin  like  many 
before  it. 

"We've  had  a  slew  of  documents 
come  out  of  the  university  in  regards 
to  barrier-free  access,"  said  Julia 
Munk,  vp  equity  at  SAC,  and  chair 
of  Students  For  Barrier  Free  Access. 
"But  often  policy  papers  and  docu- 
ments that  are  put  together  never  get 
things  accomplished." 

Kidd  attributes  the  faculty's  inac- 
tion to  a  lack  of  funds.  "There's  been 


no  money.  We've  been  woefully  un- 
der-funded as  a  university  and  as  a 
faculty  for  a  very,  very  long  time." 

Munk  questions  that  claim.  "When 
they're  renovating  King's  College 
Road  to  have  cobble  stones,  but 
can't  have  more  ramps  on  buildings 
or  buttons  on  buildings,  then  there's 
a  real  problem  in  priority  level,"  she 
reasoned. 

The  faculty  also  commissioned  an 
Accessibility  Audit  in  June,  published 
as  Appendix  I  of  the  report.  The  audit 
is  a  checklist  of  identified  barriers  at 
the  Athletic  Centre,  Varsity  Arena 
and  Field  and  the  Back  and  Front 
Campus  Fields.  Narrow  corridors, 
"dangerously  steep"  ramps,  and  inac- 
cessible washrooms  enumerated  in 
the  audit  make  painfully  clear  the 
backlog. 

The  Clara  Benson  Wing  of  the  AC 
stands  out.  Originally  built  in  the 
1950s,  it  lacks  an  elevator,  making 
third-floor  classes  and  offices  inacces- 
sible except  by  stairs.  The  faculty  has 
been  lobbying  for  an  elevator  for  over 
a  decade. 

"This  has  been  an  issue  with  us 
for  a  very,  very  long  time,"  said  Kidd, 
who  does  not  expect  the  elevator  to 
be  built  any  time  soon,  barring  a  siz- 
able increase  in  the  Sioo,ooo  being 
requested. 


Photo  editor  Kara  Dillon  snaps  at  a  garbage  can  blocking  access  to 
a  sink  designed  for  wheelchair  use  in  an  AC  washroom.  There  are 
plans  to  improve  the  facility's  accessibility  over  five  years  time. 


VARSITY  BLUES 

III 


POR  HERE 


Men 's  Baseball  (2  -i,  3''^  OUA) 

Sat  13/09/03  vs.  Western,  2  &  4:30pm 
(Christie  Pits) 

Men's  Lacrosse 

Sat  13/09/03  vs.  Bishop's,  2pm  (Back 
Campus) 

Women 's  Rugby 

Sat  13/09/03  vs.  Western,  3pm  (Back 
Campus) 

Men's  Soccer 

Sat  13/09/03  vs.  Laurentian,  3pm 

(Varsity  Field) 
Sun  14/09/03  vs.  Nipissing,  3pm 

(Varsity  Field) 

Women's  Soccer 

Sat  13/09/03  vs.  Laurentian,  ipm 

(Varsity  Field) 
Sun  14/09/03  vs.  Nipissing,  ipm 

(Varsity  Field) 


TO  GO 


Men 's  Baseball 

Sun  14/09/03  @.  Waterloo 

Cross  Country 

Sat  13/09/03  @  Guelph  Open 

Women 's  Field  Hockey 

Fri  12  &  Sat  13  @  Carleton 
Tournament 

Football 

Sat  13/09/03  @  McMaster 

Men 's  Lacrosse 

Sun  14/09/03  @  Queen's 

Women 's  Lacrosse 

Sat  13/09/02  <i'  Kitchener 

Rowing 

Sat  13  &  Sun  14  @  International 
Invitational  (Taiwan) 

Men's  Rugby 

Sat  13/09/03  @  Waterloo 


Football  commentary 


Dirt  on  the  field 

Former  Blue  RUSS  HOFF  finds  new  Varsity  Field  is  all  it's  cracked  up  to  be 


The  new,  bleacher-filled  temporary 
Varsity  Field  is  something  I  was  hop- 
ing to  find  problems  with.  As  both  a 
former  Yeoman  and  Blues  football 
player,  I've  seen  my  share  of  stadium 
upheavals. 

I  played  for  York  the  first  year  that 
they  moved  from  old  Esther  Shiner 
stadium  to  their  current  location, 
and  the  temporary  field  that  was 
erected  in  the  interim  was  horrible. 
The  field  itself  was  fine,  but  the  lack 
of  atmosphere,  the  open  space,  and 
the  300-yard  walk  from  the  dressing 
rooms  were  all  things  I  wholeheart- 
edly hated. 

The  next  year's  switch  to  U  of  T, 
and  playing  at  the  old  Varsity  Sta- 
dium, was  an  eye  opening  experience. 
Everything  about  the  facility,  from 
its  centrality  on  campus  to  the  histor- 
ic character,  reminded  me  of  playing 
in  the  great,  ancient  college  football 
stadiums  in  the  United  States.  Can 
you  imagine  if  Notre  Dame  Univer- 
sity ever  tore  down  their. stadium  in 
South  Bend?  That's  how  I  felt  about 
the  decision  to  demolish  Varsity 
Stadium. 

Sure,  the  pipes  over  my  football 
locker  used  to  leak,  when  it  rained 
some  of  the  guys  would  have  an  inch 
of  water  in  their  lockers,  and  the 
roof  of  the  showers  in  our  dressing 
room  was  collapsing;  but,  every  time 
I  looked  at  my  locker,  I  could  see 
"Sturino,  '93"  carved  into  the  wood. 
That,  is  irreplaceable. 

Queen's  campus  radio  host  Steve 
Bierk,  who  was  covering  the  Gaels/ 


Blues  game  this  past  Saturday,  shared 
similar  thoughts.  "A  lot  of  people 
want  to  know  why  it  is  gone,  and 
where  all  the  alumni  and  adminis- 
tration were  when  it  was  decided  to 
tear  it  down.  The  general  feeling  is 
that  the  Argos  should  have  played 
here,  like  McGill  and  the  Montreal 
Alouettes.  It  was  the  most  beautiful 
stadium  in  the  OUA,  and  there  seems 
to  be  a  real  sense  of  loss." 

However,  the  feeling  I  got  from  the 
new  Varsity  Field  was  not  as  negative 
as  I  had  expected.  Ignoring  the  game 
that  went  on,  I  looked  around  and 
felt  the  same  old  shivers  I  had  felt 
when  I  played  on  the  same  spot.  U 
of  T  coach  Steve  Howlett  noted  after 
the  game  that  "the  ghosts  of  Varsity 
are  definitely  here."  I  cannot,  despite 
a  want  to  disagree,  argue  with  his 
claims. 

The  field  is  a  lot  different  than  the 
old  stadium.  It  possesses  little  of  the 
antiquated  charm  that  the  stadium 
had  in  spades.  However,  it  is  a  really 
nice  place  to  watch  a  game.  Despite 
the  pup-tent  look  of  the  press  box, 
and  the  "trailer  park"  of  portable 
dressing  rooms,  I  really  do  think  that 
the  new  Varsity  Field  is  a  great,  albeit 
temporary,  solution  for  bringing  U  of 
T  sports  back  onto  campus. 

Blues  running  back  Templar  Iga 
concurred.  "This  field  serves  its 
purpose  well.  It's  really  good  for  this 
season,  and  it  says  a  lot  about  the 
renewed  interested  from  the  school, 
because  they  put  the  money  up." 

This  is  yet  another  unappreciated 


aspect  to  this  field.  Despite  all  the 
negative  attention  the  U  of  T  admin- 
istration has  garnered  over  the  past 
few  years,  this  field  represents  a  ges- 
ture from  the  "powers  that  be."  The 
school  is  demonstrating  a  renewed 
commitment  to  football  and  athletics 
in  general.  The  money  and  haste  put 
into  completing  the  field  speaks  vol- 
umes for  the  athletics  infrastructure, 
and  those  who  run  it,  at  this  school. 

While  I  will  continue  to  miss  the 
old  Varsity,  and  the  daily  physical 
realities  that  are  now  memories,  I 
must  commend  the  school  on  the 
new  field.  I  truly  hope  that  this  time, 
they  continue  to  follow  through  on 
the  promise  to  renew  Varsity,  and  the 
Blues,  to  their  former  prominence. 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


ESL  Teacher  Training  Courses 

■  Intensive  50-hour  TESL  courses 

■  Classroom  management  techniques 

■  Detailed  lesson  planning 

■  Skills  development:  grammar,  pronun- 
ciation, speaking,  reading  and  writing 

■  Comprehensive  teaching  materials 

■  Teaching  practicum  included 

■  Listings  of  schools,  agencies,  and 
recruiters  from  around  the  world 

For  More  Info  Contact  Oxford  Seminars: 
416-924-3240/  1-800-269-67(9 


w  WW .  oxford  sem  inars .  com 


In  1958,  Vince  Lombardi  turned  a 
losing  Green  Bay  Packers  team  into 
a  professional  sports  phenomenon 
that  garnered  six  division  titles,  five 
NFL  championships  and  two  Super 
Bowls  (I  and  II)  in  nine  years.  Some 
inspiration  from  the  the  Coach  of 
the  Century  might  help  the  scoreless 
Blues  and  York  Lions  as  they  prepare 
to  square  up  against  McMaster  and 
Guelph  this  Saturday. 

"If you  aren't  fired  with  enthusiasm, 
you'll  be  fired  with  enthusiasm." 

"Tou  never  win  a  game  unless  you 
beat  the  guy  in  front  of  you.  The  score 
on  the  board  doesn't  mean  a  thing. 
That  'sfor  the  fans.  Tou 've  got  to  win  the 
war  with  the  man  infront  of  you. 
Tou  ve  got  to  get  your  man" 

"Confidence  is  contagious  and  so  is 
lack  of  confidence,  and  a  customer  will 
recognize  both." 

"Teams  do  not  go  physically  flat, 
they  go  mentally  stale. " 

"Teamwork  is  what  the  Green  Bay 
Packers  were  all  about.  They  didn't  do  it 
for  individual  glory.  They  did  it  because 
they  loved  one  another. " 

"People  who  work  together  will  win, 
whether  it  be  against  complex  football  de- 
fenses, or  the  problems  of modem  society. " 

"  Winning  isn 't  everything  -  but  wanting 
to  win  is" 

"Go  Blues  Go!" 


sportss'thevarsity.ca 


Vanquishers  of  apathy 

Spirit  savvy  Blue  Crew  are  back  in  business 


by  IAN  HA 
VARSITY  STAFF 


On  the  first  day  of  frosh  week  a 
oroup  of  volunteers  gathered  outside 
the  SAC  office  to  make  some  noise. 
Not  the  unrehearsed  trumpeting  of 
the  Engineering  band,  but  the  fight 
songs  of  yesteryear  sung  to  get  people 
out  of  the  summer  lull  and  into  the 
swing  of  school  spirit. 

"Toronto!  Toronto!  Toronto  Var- 
sity! YAAAAAAY  Blues!"  yelled  the 
i8  volunteers. 

Did  someone  say  school  spirit? 

"There's  a  lot  of  underlying  school 
spirit,"  says  Andrew  Johnston,  a 
third-year  Chemical  Engineering 
student.  Upset  over  U  of  T's  pa- 
thetic enthusiasm  for  varsity  sports 
and  other  matters  social,  Johnston 
walked  into  the  SAC  office  in  late 
summer  and  decided  to  rebrand  the 
Blue  Crew,  the  school-spirit  brigade, 
into  a  louder,  more  noticeable  cam- 
pus presence. 

With  the  Herculean  task  of  reviv- 
ing the  Blue  Crew  on  his  shoulders, 
Johnston  remains  optirnistic  and, 
well,  peppy. 

"We  wanna  be  loud,"  Johnston 
said  addressing  his  core  group  of 
volunteers.  "We  want  people  to  say, 
'Whoa,  those  people  are  loud.'" 

Purple  whistles,  pens  and  Blue 
Crew  T-shirts  were  handed  out  to  the 
group  of  spirit  savants,  and  sign-up 
sheets  were  displayed  for  impression- 
able youth  seen  touring  the  campus 
that  day.  Approximately  30  signa- 
tures were  recorded  by  day's  end. 

Surmounting  student  apathy  and 
rumours  that  U  of  T  is  a  place  where 
fun  comes'  to  die  may  be  the  Blue 
Crew's  most  formidable  assignment. 

"People  say  they  hate  it,  but  no 
one  has  done  anything  about  it,"  said 
Andre  Worman,  a  Blue  Crewer  and 
fourth  year  Commerce  student.  "I 
like  U  of  T.  I  feel  it's  losing  out  by  not 
being  pro-active." 

Although  the  Crew's  focus  has  al- 


DENNISCHOQUETTE 

Mo  KNOWS:  Former  UTM  SAC  rep,  Mo  Hashim,  represents  Blue 
crew  spirit  this  frosh  week. 


ways  been  sports,  it's  early  years  saw 
both  club  and  orientation  involve- 
ment. A  narrowing  of  focus  to  varsity 
games  coupled  with  a  steady  decline 
over  the  last  four  years  forced  the 
Crew  to  informally  disband. 

Emails  were  sent  to  clubs  and  stu- 
dent unions  this  past  summer  to  get 
the  word  out,  and  future  high  traffic 
events  like  the  Oct.  4  homecoming 
will  hopefully  market  the  Crew  as 
a  helping  hand  to  event  organizers, 
where  burger-flipping  or  heavy  lift- 
ing will  be  offered  where  needed. 

SAC  Student  Life  Coordinator 
Scott  Tremblay  hopes  a  similar  fate 
can  be  avoided  this  time  around  by 
broadening  the  Crew's  mandate. 
"The  problem  that  has  happened  in 
the  past  is  that  it  got  this  reputation 
as  being  just  a  Varsity  cheer-squad," 
he  says,  "but  it's  not  just  athletics, 
it's  not  just  rah-rah-rah.  There's  a  lot 
more  to  student  life  than  just  going 
to  events." 

By  day  three  of  frosh  week,  the 
original  18  volunteers  had  dwindled 
to  seven.  Carrying  a  trumpet,  a 
Viking  blow-horn,  a  metal  garbage 


can  and  a  loud-speaker,  the  Crew 
made  campus  rounds  to  advertise  the 
upcoming  Queens-U  of  T  football 
game  played  this  past  Saturday. 

"St.  Mike's!  St.  Mike's!"  yelled 
Johnston  to  a  crowd  of  confused 
frosh  outside  the  St.  Mike's  caf- 
eteria. "How's  it  going?  How's  Frosh 
Week?" 

Muffled  acknowledgements  lifted 
from  the  crowd. 
"What  do  we  think  of  Queen's?" 
Boos  and  heckles  were  heard. 
"That's  right." 

As  the  leaders  knovv,  the  real  test 
will  come  after  Frosh  Week,  when 
the  revelry  has  died  down  and  the 
demands  of  term-papers  come  into 
sharper  focus.  How  the  Crew  will 
merge  a  fragmented  student  life 
centered  around  the  colleges  into 
a  school-wide  effort,  will  be  a  big 
hurdle. 

To  cheer  on  Blues  athletes  sign  up 
for  the  Blue  Crew  spirit  brigade. 
Check  out  the  SAC  website  at 
www.sac.utoronto.ca  or  email 
promotions@sac.utoronto.ca 


Vanier  Cup  crazy 

Plans  afoot  to  fill  Domes  empty  seats 


byMARKILCZYSZYN 
VARSITY  STAFF 


After  a  disappointing  showing  at  the 
SkyDome  gate  last  year,  the  2003 
Vanier  Cup  committee  has  vowed  to 
make  changes.  For  this,  the  39''' Vanier 
Cup,  Canadian  Interuniversity  Sport 
(CIS)  is  working  hard  along  with  NFL 
Canada  to  try  to  make  the  champion- 
ship game  more  about  football,  and 
not  just  about  the  two  competing 
universities. 

In  order  to  attract  more  spectators 
to  the  event,  the  Vanier  Cup  has  re- 
cently announced  various  promotions. 
There  is  a  great  package  available  to 
fans  outside  of  the  Toronto  area,  or  for 
those  that  are  eager  to  party  the  night 
away.  The  Vanier  Cup  has  secured 
1,000  hotels  rooms  in  the  GTA,  and 
is  selling  them  with  tickest  to  boththe 
game  and  a  follow-up  concert  by  a 
"surprise"  Canadian  artist,  and  all  for 
$99.  The  goal  of  this  promotion  is  to 
make  the  game  available  and  enticing 
to  a  wider  section  of  football  fans. 

To  sweeten  the  deal,  this  year's 
promotional  push  also  includes  the 
"Vanier  Cup  VIA  Rail  Party  Train." 
Two  trains  will  leave  from  both  Que- 
bec City  and  Windsor  on  the  morning 
of  the  game,  and  will  be  picking  up 


passengers  on  the  way  to  downtown 
Toronto.  Train  ticket,  game  ticket, 
concert  ticket,  and  hotel  room  can  be 
had  for  a  mere  S169. 

All  of  this  adds  up  to  some  great 
savings  for  football  fans.  But,  will 
the  public  be  taking  advantage  of 
these  deals?  Michel  Belanger,  CIS 
communications  officer,  believes  that 
with  a  little  more  effort,  these  changes 
will  in  fact  increase  attendance.  "The 
CIS  and  Vanier  Cup  are  making  great 
strides  in  making  this  a  week  long 
event.. .but  they  are  just  not  there  yet. 
We  are  always  looking  to  improve  this 
event,  and.  we  are  taking  the  steps  in 
the  right  direction." 

Along  with  the  various  ticket  pack- 
ages, there  will  also  be  promotional 
tours  around  various  universities.  In 
2006,  Saskatchewan  will  play  host  to 
the  Vanier  Cup.  This  will  be  the  first 
time  the  Cup  will  ever  be  played  out 
of  Toronto,  which  may  prove  to  be  a 
welcome  change.  Football  is  a  hard 
sell  in  Toronto  these  days,  and  for 
this  year's  event  the  Vanier  Cup  com- 
mittee is  keeping  its  fingers  crossed 
that  an  OUA  team  makes  the  final. 
Despite  the  great  deals,  they  will  rely 
heavily  on  local  support  to  boost  the 
dismal  attendance  numbers  of  previ- 
ous years. 

w 


REBECCA ADDELMAN 


HELPW 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808 -GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS 

Needed  to  present  fun  hands-on  activi- 
ties in  schools  and  at  b-day  parties.  Car 
and  exp.  with  kids  req'd.  No  science 
background  needed.  Exciting  activities 
such  as  slime  and  rockets.  Pay:  $20-$25/l 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5258  Ext  26. 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


Classifieds 


ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr. 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  -1-. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 

WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compunow.  416/539-9443. 


FEELING  STRESSED? 

Join  the  Art  of  Living.  Free  intro  talk,  Sep 
15,  6-7pm.  33  Russel  Street,  Room  T  321 
(College  &  Spadina).  Brij@  416-963-8380. 
artofliving_toronto@hotmail.com 


ESSAY  HELP  -  RESEARCH  AND 
WRITING 

Highly  qualified  graduates  to  help  in  most 
subjects.  Winning  applications,  entrance 
letters  from  dedicated  writing  experts. 
416-960-9042.  www.customessay.com 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00  for 
non-business  ads.  $0.25for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including 
spaces)  ofBOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00. Nocopychangesaftersubmission, 
no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to;  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issute-Thursday  noon,  for 
Thursday  issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 


the  university  of  toronto's 
Work  and  study  abroad  fair 


Date:  Moed; 
Tloie:   Jioatm  - 
Place:  Great 
J  Hart 


September  22"*^,  2003 

pm 

.1,  Hart  House 
House  Circle 


Please  stop  by,  open  to  all  UofT  students. 

Organizations  will  be  on  Campus  to  answer  your  questions,  come  out  and 
visit  their  booths. 
J  raveS  GUI'S  will  also  be  offering  several  exciting  door  prizes!! 
For  more  information,  please  contact:  iscinf or  ma  tion@utoronto.ca  or 

visit; 

http:/./www.library.utoront.o.ca/isc/Fair/infopage.htm! 
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TRAVELCU1S 

See  the  world  your  nvv 


16   Thursday,  September  II.  2003 


UNCLE  HECTOR  COMICS  by  Dan  Phelps 


VARSITY  HAPPENINGS  By  Bill  Benson 
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SPffilTUALITY  1 0 1 


A 


file  Central  and 
Supeniniverses 

PART  II 

The  Local  Universe 

FAR!  II' 

The  Hislory  of  L'rantia 

P\RI  IV 

The  Life  and 
Teachings  of  Jesus 


Central  and  Superuniverses 


PAUT  II 


URANTIA. 


URANTIA 
FOUNDATION 


The  Local  Universe 

PART  III 

The  History  of  Urantia 

PART  IV 

The  Life  and  Teachings  of  )esus 


FINAL  EXAM  -  $25,000 
OPEN  BOOK  CONTEST 

17 -22  years  of  age  only 
250  Multiple  Choice  questions  on 
Papers  141  to  187  (424  pages) 

of 

The  URANTIA  BOOK 
for  more  details  please  visit . . . 

www.eventodaward.com 
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SIMON  TURNBULL 

Pitcher  Joe  Callaghan  hurls  some  serious  heat  against  Western  on  Saturday.  The  two  teams 
split  a  double-header,  with  U  of  T  winning  2-1  and  Western  winning  4-2.  See  page  13. 


WTO  rally 
draws  a  crowd 


500  march  peacefully  through  streets  of  Toronto 


by  NAOMI  FANCE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


As  the  recent  round  of  WTO 
(World  Trade  Organization) 
talits  in  Cancun,  Mexico 
entered  its  third  day  on 
Saturday,  a  crowd  of  approxi- 
mately 500  peacefully  took  to 
the  streets  of  Toronto  in  pro- 
test of  the  organization  and 
the  effect  that  it  is  having  on 
the  poor  of  the  world.  They 
were  marching  alongside 
protestors  all  over  the  globe. 
The  rally  was  organized  by 
Making  the  Links  Coalition, 
which  was  formed  to  orga- 
nize against  the  WTO  and 
the  FTAA(Free  Trade  Agree- 
ment of  the  Americas). 

James  Clark,  a  represen- 
tative from  Project  Thread- 
bare, one  of  the  40  organi- 
zations that  comprise  the 
Making  the  Links  Coalition, 
said  that  it  was  important  to 
show  the  link  between  trade, 
war  and  the  resistance  to 
civil  liberties  and  that  the 
march  was  another  example 
of  "the  coming  together  of 


the  anti-capitalist  and  anti- 
war movement."  He  feels  that 
"militarization  and  the  war 
is  related  to  the  neo-liberal 
agenda,"  and  went  on  to  use 
Iraq  as  an  example:  "key  cor- 
porations are  rebuilding  Iraq 
and  people  there  are  now 
having  to  pay  for  water." 

Marching  behind  a  ban- 
ner that  read:  "Say  no  to  the 
WTO,"  the  protesters  started 
with  a  rally  at  the  Ameri- 
can Embassy  and  walked 
through  the  downtown  and 
up  to  Grange  Park  where 
they  listened  to  speeches. 
Abdul  Rahman  Malik  from 
the  Toronto  Coalition  to 
Stop  the  War  and  a  U  of  T 
alumnus,  gave  an  impas- 
sioned speech  in  which  he 
referred  to  the  Pakistani 
students  who  were  arrested 
last  month  in  Toronto  on 
suspicion  that  they  might 
pose  a  terrorist  threat.  "We 
are  the  world  in  this  city," 
said  Malik,  who  went  on  to 
stress  the  importance  of  see- 
ing the  "links  between  local 
injustice  and  global  injus- 


tice." Malik  spoke  about  the 
"shameful  examples  of  what 
we  are  talking  about... when 
our  corporations  say  'jump' 
and  our  government  says 
'how  high?"' 

Tarek  Fatah  of  the  Muslim 
Canadian  Congress  said 
that  "racism  was  rampant 
in  the  U.S.A.  today,"  and 
urged  everyone:  "stop  buy- 
ing American  goods,  stop 
going  to  Starbucks,  go  to  Tim 
Hortons  instead.. .and  even 
though  the  CBC  is  crap  it's 
Canadian  crap." 

U  of  T  students  were  also 
part  of  the  rally.  Zachary 
and  Amrit,  who  are  both  first 
year  students  in  the  humani- 
ties and  social  sciences, 
have  become  involved  in 
the  recently  formed  U  of  T 
chapter  of  Making  the  Links. 
It  was  a  first  rally  for  Zach- 
ary who  said  that  he  was 
there  because  "the  WTO  is 
an  organization  that  has  no 
interest  in  people... The  WTO 
is    committed    to  turning 

See  I  f  TO  on  page  5 


Murphy's  Law:  APUS  student  runs  for  provincial  office 


byBRONWYNKIENAPPLE 

VARSITY  STAFF   _ 

Murphy  Browne  has  defi- 
nitely never  been  on  a  sit- 
com, but  she's  done  about 
everything  else.  Meet  the 
newest  NDP  candidate  for 
Don  Valley  East,  one  of  our 
very  own. 

In  a  plush  office  sur- 
rounded by  ringing 
phones  and  stacks  of 
paperwork,  Browne,  the 
APUS  (Association  of  Part 
Time  Students)  vice  presi- 
dent, hardly  appears  to  be 
a  typical  U  of  T  student. 
True,  the  Anthropology 
major  and  Linguistics  mi- 
nor sits  in  classes  like 
the  rest  of  us,  but  she's 
also  the  owner  of  a  hectic 
schedule   and    hefty  re- 


sponsibilities. 

Besides  teaching  African 
heritage  for  the  Toronto 
District  School  Board, 
Browne,  who  immigrated 
from  Guyana  two  decades 
ago,  is  a  volunteer  at  orga- 
nizations such  as  the  City 
of  Toronto's  Race  and  Eth- 
nic Relations  Committee 
and  the  Campaign  for  Pub- 
lic Education.  In  the  past 
she  has  been  involved  in 
everything  from  unions  to 
Girl  Guides  to  equity  and 
anti-racism  committees. 

As  if  that  wasn't  enough, 
Browne  is  now  a  potential 
MPP.  So  why  the  jump 
from  social  activist  to  the 
lion's  den  of  politics?  For 
Browne,  it  was  a  natural 
step  in  her  fight  for  equity 
and  to  keep  key  services 
such  as  hydro  and  health 


in  public  hands.  "Their 
[the  NDP's]  platform  of 
public  power  is  something 
1  believe  in.  I  don't  believe 
in  privatization  because 
when  that  happens,  ordi- 
nary people  suffer." 

Browne  is  particularly 
vocal  on  the  subject  of 
education.  She  places 
increasing  funding  for  uni- 
versities as  one  of  her  top 
objectives.  "Students  be- 
ing able  to  get  a  quality  ed- 
ucation means  that  there 
won't  be  any  slashing  of 
budgets  that  this  govern- 
ment [the  Ontario  Tories 
under  Ernie  Eves]  has  put 
in  place,"  she  said.  Browne 
also  marked  decreasing 
student  debt  and  help- 
ing students  to  get  loans 
and  grants  as  priorities, 
•  largely  through  reform  of 


OSAP  (the  Ontario  Student 
Assistance  Program).  She 
pointed  to  the  increase  in 
restrictions  and  decrease 
in  payments  of  OSAP  and 
the  affect  this  has  had  on 
students. 

But  why  just  reduce  tu- 
ition, why  not  just  scrap  it? 
That's  Browne's  idea  and 
although  the  NDP  platform 
only  promises  a  10  per 
cent  reduction  of  tuition, 
Browne  wants  to  get  rid  of 
the  pesky  fee  altogether. 
To  make  this  happen, 
she  stresses  the  need  for 
businesses  to  contribute 
to  the  education  of  their 
future  employees.  Stated 
Browne,  "I  don't  advocate 
that  the  corporate  sector 
take  over  but  they  should 

See  \f(  liPII)  on  page  6 
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HART  HOUSE 

UowiFsityjjf  Toronto 


Monday,  September  15 

Jazz  Choir  Open  Rehearsals  -  Sept  15,  (7pm),  16  (5pm)  and  17  {5pm),  East  Common 
Room. 

Singers'  Sign-up  -  6:30pm  in  the  Great  Hail. 

Jazz  EnsemiJle  Open  Rehearsal,  -  7pm,  East  Common  Room. 

Chorus  Auditions  -  7:30-10;30pm  in  the  South  Dining  Room.  (By  appointmetit.) 

Tuesday,  September  16 

Drama  Society  Open  Meeting-  5pm,  East  Common  Room, 

Archery  Club  Beginner's  Lessons  -  Sep\  16  and  18,  5:30pm  in  the  Range. 

literary  and  Library  Committee  Open  Meeting  -  5:30pm,  South  Dining  Room. 

Retreshments, 

Symphonic  Band  Open  Rehearsal-  5;30pm  in  the  Great  Hall. 

Bridge  Club  -  Duplicate  Bridge,  6:30pm  in  th  reading  Room.  New  members  welcome! 

Debating  Club  -  7-9pm.  New  members  welcome! 

Chorus  Auditions-  7:30-10:30pm  in  the  South  Dining  Room,  (By  appointment) 

Wednesday,  September  17 

House  Committee's  Wednesday  BUZZWORD  ~  2-4pm  in  the  Map  Room.  Meet  and  greet 

new  iriends  over  free  coftee,  tea,  and  biscotti. 

Debating  Club  -  i-om  New  members  welcome! 

Rifle  Mandatory  Open  Meeting  -  4-6pm,  East  Common  Room. 

Social  Justice  Committee's  Open  Meeting-  6pm,  South  Dining  Room. 

Revolver  Mandatory  Open  Meeting,  7-9pm,  East  Common  Room. 


Thursday,  September  18 


Film  Board  Open  Meeting  &  Screening  -  6:30pm,  Music  Room. 
Orchestra  Open  Rehearsal  -  7pm  in  the  Great  Hall. 

Friday,  September  19 

Chess  Club  Open  Play  beginning  today  and  every  Friday  in  September.  Join  for  open  play 

from  4-lOpm  in  the  Reading  Room, 

Saturday,  September  20 

Debating  Club  Novice  Training  Day-  10am-4pm.  Members  only. 

Orchestra  Auditions  -  1-iOpm.  Strings  in  the  Debates  Room.  Winds  and  Brass  in  East 

Common  Room.  Warm-up  in  South  Dining  Room. 

Sunday,  September  21 

Orchestra  Auditions  -  1-iOpm.  Strings  in  the  Debates  Room.  Winds  and  Brass  in  East 
Comriion  Room.  Vv'arm-up  in  South  Dining  Room. 

Monday,  September  22 

Orchestra  Strings  Auditions  -  7-lOpm  in  the  Debates  Room. 

Jazz  Ensemble  Auditions ~  S-IOpm  in  the  Committees  Room,  and  East  Common  Room. 

ADVANCE  SALES 

Wed,  Oct.  15  TRim  CHALLe^6Eomtnt%6  by  the  Graduate  Committee,  Refreshments, 
Cash  Bar,  Hot  and  Cold  Hors  d'oeuvres,  dessert  table  and  great  prizes.  .Mix  and  mingle, 
test  your  trivia  kriowiedge.  (6pm  reception,  7pm  Challenge).  Great  Hall.  Pre-purchase 
your  tickets  prior  to  Sept.30  in  person  at  the  Hall  Porter's  Desk  or  call  416,978.2452. 
Open  to  alumni  members,  recent  grads  and  students  of  Uoff,  $15  alumni  members  and 
UofT  Aiumni/jiO  students. 

The  Graduate  Committee  DIHHER  SERIES  2003-2004  -  6  extraordinary  Wednesday 
evenings  with  outstanding  speakers,  Oct.  22  -  Lin  Whitman.  'The  Renaissance  of  the 
Guild  Inn",  Nov,  19  William  Humphries,  "Canada's  Roie  to  Preserve  and  Open  the 
Collections  of  the  Hermitage"  Dec,  3  -  Claudia  Hepburn,  "Educational  Choices  for 
Ontario",  Jan.  14  -  Christopher  f^oore.  "Confederation  Politics";  Feb.  11  -  The  Honourable 
Flora  MacDonald,  "Peace  Through  Negotiation",  Mar.  11-  Brock  Fenton,  "Bats  and  the 
Environment".  Series  packages  available  at  the  Membership  Services  Office 
415.978,4732.  Single  tickets:  Alumni  members/guests  $45,  U  of  T  students  $25. 
The  Gallery  Club  Committee  2003  wm  SEMINAR  SERIES.  Thursday  evenings  witii 
expert  Lioyd  Evans  of  "The  Case  for  Wine":  Nov.  6  Sauvignon  Blanc,  Nov,  13  Zinfandels, 
Nov.  20  Wialtec  Wines  from  Argentina  and  France.  Series  tickets  only.  Alumni 
members/guests  $80,  U  of  T  students  $50,  Tickets  available  at  the  Membership  Services 
Office.  1st  floor  or  call  416  978-4732. 

ART  416.978.8398 

TheJustlna  M.  Barnicke  Gallery-  "The  iVIale  as  Muse:  The  influence  of  the  Masculine 
Mainstream  of  Women  Artists  of  the  1920s  to  1940s".  Runs  to  Oct.  2, 
The  Arbor  Room  ~  iaoQk  Gvvizdka,  Photographs,  Runs  to  Oct.  12. 

ATHLETICS  416.978.2447 

Register  for  Athletics  Classes  in  the  Membership  Services  Office. 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  Office:  416.978.8668 

www.harthousetheatre.ca 
2003-2004  Season  opens  with  Shakespeare's  timeless  romantic  comedy  AS  YOU  LIKE  IT, 
directed  by  David  Gardner.  3-week  run  to  Sept.  10-27.  Week  1  Wed.-Sat.  8pm.  Week  2 
Fri.  &  Sat.  8pm  and  Sat.  2pm.  'Week  3  Wed.-Sat.  8pm  and  Sat.  2pm.  $15/$12  students  & 
seniors. 

Discover  off -Broadway  on-campus.  Order  your  4Play  ($48/$36)  or  3Play  ($36/$30) 
subscription  and  get  ONE  FREE  TICKET  to  THE  IBSEN  PROJECT.  Animated  Staged 
Readings  of  Ibsen  s  Last  3  Plays  featuring  John  Neville  and  friends,  Oct.  24-26  at  8pm. 

GET  THE  NEWS  ON  RADIO 

Tune  in  to  BEYOND  THE  CLASSROOM,  a  weekly  radio  show  on  CiUT  89.5FIV1  that 
highlights  Hart  House  programmes  and  upcoming  events.  Tuesdays  from  12  noon  to 
LOOp.m, 


Commerce  student  fights 
Simcoe  Hall-and  wins 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 

Fourth-year  Commerce  student 
Andres  Sehr 

by  IAN  HA 

VARSITY  STAFF  

Tilings  were  going  well  for  Andres 
Sehr.  The  fourth-year  Commerce 
student  was  11  months  into  a  15 
month  PEY  (Professional  Education 
Year)  co-op  term  at  Celestica  when 
in  March,  nonchalantly  browsing  the 
Commerce  Web  site,  he  was  floored 
to  find  an  unexpected  $2,000  hiice  in 
tuition. 

"I  was  completely  shoci<ed,"  recalls 
Sehr. 

He  was  especially  surprised  since 
he  was  assured  by  both  the  Com- 
merce and  PEY  offices  a  five  per 
cent  cap  in  tuition  when  he  returned. 
"Before  I'd  even  done  PEY  I  asked  the 
Commerce  department  if  my  tuition 
would  be  going  up  and  the  people 
there  said,  'No,  our  promise  is  five 
per  cent  per  year.'" 

In  an  oversight  of  tuition  fee  policy, 
46  returning  PEY  students  were  ac- 
cidentally hit  with  tuition  hikes  as 
much  as  $2,000. 


But  the  hike  was  discovered  only 
after  an  ombudsperson  complaint, 
filed  by  Sehr,  reached  high-ranking 
Simcoe  Hall  officials  -  a  hike  originally 
deemed  justified  in  a  July  decision 
that  faculty  registrar  members  claim 
was  made  by  Simcoe  Hall,  but  which 
Simcoe  Hall  officials  deny  was  ever 
made  by  them. 

After  the  discovery,  Sehr  voiced 
his  concerns  in  early  April  to  Richard 
Chow,  associate  faculty  registrar,  Fac- 
ulty of  Arts  and  Science,  who  was  the 
primary  person  dealing  with  the  case 
on  the  faculty  side. 

The  point  of  confusion  concerned  a 
2003  fee  policy.  That  policy  requires 
all  students  in  deregulated  programs 
to  pay  "program  fees"  in  2003,  but 
nowhere  is  a  fee  schedule  detailed 
for  students  whose  programs  were 
prolonged  a  year  because  of  a  PEY 
work  term,  as  Sehr  had  done. 

Recognizing  the  ambiguity,  Chow 
approached  other  offices  for  consul- 
tation, including  the  Fees  Office  and 
Student  Accounts. 

On  July  27,  Sehr  received  a  letter 
from  Chow  stating  "there  will  be  no 
adjustment  to  the  fees"  and  the  hike 
would  hold.  Chow  asserts  the  deci- 
sion was  made  by  Simcoe  Hall. 

"The  decisions  that  were  commu- 
nicated, they're  from  Simcoe  Hall," 
said  Chow. 

Safwat  Zaky,  vice-provost,  Budget 
&  Planning,  denies  the  July  decision 
was  ever  made  by  his  office.  "Simcoe 
Hall  didn't  make  that  decision... 
Simcoe  Hall  was  not  aware  even  of 
the  situation,"  he  said. 

Marny  Scully,  director.  Enrolment 
Planning  &  Statistics,  also  claims  not 
to  have  heard  of  the  decision. 

"That  potential  case  was  not 
brought  forth  to  our  attention,"  said 
Scully. 

According  to  Chow,  however,  Scully 
was  aware  that  a  decision  was  being 


made,  since  Chow  forwarded  Sehr's 
original  email  of  complaint  to  Scully 
and  received  back  from  her  a  request 
for  more  information.  Chow  also  said 
he  received  from  her  the  original  July 
decision,  and  that  she  is  is  the  person 
at  Simcoe  Hall  he  deals  with  regard- 
ing fees. 

The  July  27  letter  makes  clear  that 
because  students  were  forewarned  of 
the  2003  program  fees  on  Web  sites 
and  published  documents  as  early 
as  2001,  Sehr  could  not  claim  merit. 
"Information  was  published  in  the 
registration  handbook,  and  in  terms 
of  the  information  provided  to  the 
students,  they  had  an  option:  for  the 
PEY  or  the  fees,"  said  Chow. 

Disappointed  but  undeterred, 
Sehr  approached  Mary  Ward,  the 
university's  ombudsperson,  to  fur- 
ther his  case. 

It  was  only  after  Ward  questioned 
Simcoe  Hall  officials  on  their  July  de- 
cision that  it  was  deemed  in  error  and 
overturned. 

Simcoe  Hall  eventually  decided  in 
August  that  because  PEY  is  a  univer- 
sity sanctioned  program,  it  considers 
the  normal  length  of  study  to  be  five 
years  for  PEY  students  and  therefore 
subject  to  the  university's  overall 
policy  of  a  5  per  cent  guarantee  for 
continuing  students. 

All  46  students  will  now  follow  a  per 
course  fee  registration  and  refund 
schedule  for  the  coming  academic 
year. 

It  is  still  unclear  why  the  program 
fees  were  originally  upheld,  given 
that  the  five  per  cent  cap  for  continu- 
ing students  is  a  university  commit- 
ment. 

Zaky  attributes  the  oversight  to 
another  office's  misinterpretation.  "In 
this  case  it  so  happened  that  because 
of  the  ambiguity,  there  was  some 
room  for  interpretation,  and  they  in- 
terpreted it  the  wrong  way,"  he  said. 


PASSPORT  KICK-OFF 

"PASSPORT  lEADERSHIP  EDUCATION  TRAINING  SERIES 

FREE  REFRESHMENTS.  PRIZES,  MUSIC 

MONDAY,  SEPT.  21  2003 

4-SPMMAINFOYBt 

CREATING  YOUR  liADERSHIP  PORTFOUO 

DEVELOPING  YOURSELF  AS  THE  360'  STUDENT 

FIRST  SKSION-FRE  REFRESHMENTS 

MONDAY,  SEPT.  29, 2003 

4:10- 6PM  BilSONLOUNGEAmM(M<. 


For  morj^fi 
or  any  Leadership  Education, 
please  visit  our  welfitte  @  www.utoronto.i 

or  contact  annanda.bunclay@utoronto.ca  or  416 


7  Hare  House  Circle,  Toronto  M5S  3H3.  Ontario 
Phone:4 1 6.978.2542  www.utoronto.ca/harthouse 


news@thevarsity.ca 


The  contenders:  an  election  debate  preview 

On  Tuesday,  Sept.  i6,  The  Varsity  is  co-sponsoring  a  debate  between  the  three  major  party  candidates  for  the  TrinitySpadina  riding  in  the 
provincial  elections,  which  will  take  place  at  Hart  House.  NAOMI  FANCE  breaks  down  the  candidates  and  some  of  their  key  platform  issues. 


Helena  Guergis 


Helena  Guergis  is  the 
Progressive  Conservative 
candidate.  In  the  fall  of 
2002  she  was  re-elected  to 
the  PC  Party  of  Ontario's 
executive  for  a  third  time, 
as  vice  president  of  policy. 
Currently  she  is  a  policy 
advisor  to  the  Minister  of 
Finance  Janet  Ecker.  Prior 
to  that  she  worked  in  the 
office  of  the  Minister  of 
Education  as  a  caucus  re- 
lations advisor  and  as  the 
executive  assistant  for  MPP 
Joe  Tascona.  Before  enter- 
ing politics  Guergis  was 
involved  in  volunteer  work 


in  her  hometown  of  Angus, 
Ontario.  She  worked  with  a 
number  of  charities  includ- 
ing the  Angus  Food  Bank 
and  the  Barrie  Rape  Crisis 
Centre.  She  was  also  a  small 
business  owner. 

The  PC  platform  includes 
tax  breaks  for  seniors, 
caregivers,  businesses  and 
mortgage  interest  tax  de- 
duction. They  want  to  build 
on  the  Tax  Payers  Protec- 
tion Act  to  protect  against 
tax  increases  and  by  having 
more  auditing  regarding  the 
way  that  taxes  are  spent. 
Debt  reduction  is  an  impor- 
tant part  of  the  platform,  as 
is  improving  healthcare.  In 
terms  of  education,  the  PC 
party  plans  to  continue  the 
enforcement  of  standard- 
ized tests  in  high  school 
and  to  prohibit  striking  by 
teachers.  The  Tories  are 
lead  by  Premier  Ernie  Eves. 


Rosario  Marchese 


The  NDP's  Rosario 
Marchese  is  the  cur- 
rent MPP  in  the  riding 
of  Trinity-Spadina  and 
has  been  since  1990, 
when  he  won  the  riding 
by  nearly  a  2  to  1  mar- 
gin. He  was  an  English 
and  French  teacher  and 
a  public  school  board 
trustee.  Marchese  was 
elected  vice-president 
of  the  National  Congress 
of  Italian  Canadians.  He 
serves  as  a  trustee  on 
the  Toronto  Public  Li- 
brary Board  and  chaired 
the  Multilingual  Literacy 


Centre  of  Toronto.  Mar- 
chese, a  U  of  T  graduate, 
was  also  a  trustee  for 
the  Toronto  Board  of 
Education  from  1982  to 
1990.  He  was  the  minis- 
ter of  culture  and  com- 
munications under  the 
Bob  Rae  government.  He 
is  currently  the  NDP's 
education  critic. 

Marchese  believes  in 
keeping  hydro,  educa- 
tion, healthcare,  water 
and  childcare  in  the 
public.  He  would  like 
to  change  the  property 
tax  system,  stop  educa- 
tion cuts  and  reduce 
university  tuition  by 
10  per  cent.  Marchese 
also  would  like  to  pre- 
vent the  Island  Airport 
Expansion  from  ruin- 
ing the  lakefront.  The 
NDP  is  lead  by  Howard 
Hampton. 


Nellie  Pedro 


Nellie  Pedro  is  the  Liberal 
candidate.  She  was  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Federation  of  Por- 
tuguese Canadian  Business 
and  Professional  Inc.,  a  past 
member  of  the  United  Way 
Board  of  Trustees,  chair  of 
the  United  Way  Portuguese 
Community  Committee, 
founding  member  of  the 
Canada  Portugal  Chamber  of 
Commerce  &  Industry,  and 
Davenport  School  Council 
chair.  In  November  2000, 
Pedro  was  elected  to  the  To- 
ronto District  School  Board 
as  Davenport  trustee,  and 
currently  sits  on  a  number 


of  TDSB  committees.  Pedro 
graduated  from  the  Radio 
&  Television  Arts  program 
at  Ryerson  University,  and 
works  in  her  own  television 
and  radio  production  com- 
pany. She  is  producer  and 
co-host  of  Gente  da  Nossa  TV, 
on  City  TV-CHIN  multicul- 
tural programming. 

The  Liberal  platform 
includes  educational  re- 
form programs  for  helping 
struggling  schools  and  for 
ensuring  well-rounded 
educations.  The  Liberals 
promise  to  create  clean  and 
safe  communities,  as  well 
as  affordable  housing.  A 
reduction  of  urban  sprawl 
and  gridlock  is  also  on  the 
agenda.  Getting  tough  on 
crime  and  supporting  vic- 
tims rights  are  also  impor- 
tant elements  of  the  Liberal 
platform.  The  Liberals  are 
lead  by  Dalton  McGuinty. 


stw^^tits'aiclmliiiistrative 

NOTICE  OF  REFERENDUM 

Attention  all  full-time  undergraduate  students! 

Preamble: 

The  Women's  Centre  is  committed  to  providing  a  safe,  tiarassment- 
free,  drop-in  space  for  all  women  on  campus.  The  Centre  provides  free 
counselling,  referrals  and  resources  to  all  women  and  advocates  on 
issues  of  sexism,  racism,  homophobia,  disability,  violence  and  poverty.  At 
present,  all  full-time  undergraduates  are  charged  $0.50  per  session  ($1.00 
per  fall/winter  academic  period)  for  the  Women's  Centre  as  part  of  the  fee 
charged  for  the  Students'  Administrative  Council  (SAC).  The  Women's 
Centre  levy  is  refundable  upon  request  during  SAC's  opt-out  period. 

The  Women's  Centre  is  seeking  consent  from  full-time  undergraduates  for  an 
increase  to  the  Women's  Centre  levy  to  meet  an  increased  demand  for  services. 
Theproposedincreaseis$  1 . 00persession($2.  OOperfall/winteracademicperiod). 

If  the  increase  is  approved,  the  Women's  Centre  levy  would  be  $1 .50  per  session 
($3. 00  per  fall/winter  academic  period)  and  would  be  charged  as  part  of  the  SAC 
fee  to  all  full-time  undergraduate  students  beginning  in  the  Fall  2004  session. 
This  fee  would  continue  to  be  refundable  at  the  beginning  of  each  session. 

Question: 

Are  you  in  favour  of  an  increase  in 
tiie  SAC  fee  for  the  Women's  Centre 
as  descrilieil  in  tiie  preambieP 

For  more  information  please  contact  l-loward  Jam,  Vice- 
President  University  Affairs,  416-978-4911  ext.  230  or 
vpua@sac.utoronto.ca 
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Israeli  Minister  to  visit  Hillel 

Former  Cold  War  spy  to  speak  at  invitation-only  event  on  campus 


by  LESLEY  TRITES 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Natan  Sharansky,  Israel's  Minis- 
ter for  Jerusalem  and  Diaspora 
Affairs,  will  be  meeting  with  a 
small  group  of  Jewish  students 
and  faculty  today. 

Invitations  to  the  events  were 
extended  only  to  a  pre-selected 
group,  mostly  consisting  of  Hil- 
lel (formerly  Jewish  Campus 
Services  of  Greater  Toronto) 
leadership.  The  event,  hosted 
by  Hillel  and  the  Wolfond  Centre 
for  Jewish  Campus  Life,  has  not 
been  publicized  on  campus. 

Campus  media  will  not  be  pres- 
ent during  the  discussion,  but 
have  been  invited  to  meet  with 
Sharansky  afterwards.  Sharan- 
sky "wanted  the  opportunity  to 
meet  with  campus  media,"  says 
Lisa  Isen  Baumal,  director  of  the 
Wolford  Centre  for  Jewish  Cam- 
pus Life. 


A  riot  broke  loose  at  Concordia 
University  last  year  when  pro- 
Palestinian  protestors  forced 
the  cancellation  of  a  speech  by 
former  Israeli  prime  minister 
Benjamin  Netanyahu. 

When  asked  whether  they 
were  worried  about  a  similar 
outbreak  of  violence,  Isen  Baum- 
al said  that  this  event  cannot  be 
compared  to  what  happened  at 
Concordia.  "We're  not  worried 
because  he's  not  speaking  to  a 
large  audience,"  she  says.  The 
event  is  an  "invitation-only  af- 
fair" and  was  "deliberately  not 
advertised  because  it's  not  a 
public  event,"  says  Isen  Baumal. 
All  the  same,  Sharansky  will 
be  "coming  with  a  lot  of  secu- 
rity" and  the  "campus  police 
have  a  security  plan,"  says  Isen 
Baumal. 

Isen  Baumal  also  emphasized 
that  U  of  T  is  not  Concordia,  and 
this  campus  "is  not  as  politically 


charged  a  campus  as  Concordia, 
and  wouldn't  see  that  same  kind 
of  violence  and  rioting,"  says 
Isen  Baumal. 

Sharansky  is  a  "huge  human 
rights  activist"  and  is  "com- 
ing more  in  capacity  of  human 
rights  work"  than  because  of  his 
position  with  the  Israeli  govern- 
ment, says  Isen  Baumal. 

Sharansky  was  imprisoned  for 
13  years  after  Soviet  authori- 
ties convicted  him  in  1978  of 
treason  and  spying  on  behalf 
of  the  U.S.  Seen  as  a  symbol  for 
human  rights  and  Soviet  Jewry, 
he  was  finally  released  in  1986 
after  a  long  international  public 
campaign.  He  arrived  in  Israel 
that  same  night  and  has  since 
continued  to  promote  the  cause 
of  Soviet  Jewry. 

Sharansky  will  also  be  speak- 
ing at  York  University  on  Sept.  15 
at  1:30  p.m.  This  event  is  open  to 
York  community  members  only. 
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DENNIS  CHOQUEHE 

This  weekend's  book  sale  at  Hart  House  moved  $12,000  of  texts. 

SAC  gets  into  the  book  biz 


byAISHASILIM 


It's  the  beginning  of  the  school 
year  and  student  budgets  are  be- 
ing stretched  to  the  limit  by  costly 
course  materials.  The  SAC  Book 
Exchange  is  a  new  service  that 
offers  students  a  chance  to  buy 
used  books  at  discounted  prices. 

The  book  exchange  is  part  of 
the  SAC  strategy  to  introduce 
more  student  services.  "We  take 
care  of  the  advertising,  the  mon- 
ey, and  run  the  space  for  them" 
said  Howard  Tarn,  vp  for  student 
affairs  at  SAC  and  organizer  of 
the  book  exchange.  "This  is  one 
way  students  can  see  where  their 
money  is  going." 

The  SAC  designated  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  as  drop-off  days 
for  students  wishing  to  sell  used 
textbooks.  Once  the  books  were 
priced  and  organized,  the  book 
exchange  began  on  Thursday,  run- 
ning for  a  total  of  three  days. 

The  event  was  advertised  in 
frosh  kits  and  on  the  downtown 
campus,  where  SAC  representa- 
tives sent  out  about  4,000  flyers. 
They  also  advertised  at  several 
classes  at  Convocation  Hall. 

Puja  Karmaker,  a  first-year 
student  in  Environmental  Studies 
said  she  heard  of  the  event  at  class 
in  Convocation  Hall.  "Considering 
it's  their  first  year  it's  very  good," 
said  Karmaker.  "I've  saved  $70 
and  bought  three  books." 

Jonathan  Cheung,  a  fourth- 
year  engineering  student  hadn't 
seen  the  ads  for  the  event,  but 
was  passing  by  Hart  House  when 
he  had  the  chance  to  browse  the 


exchange.  "I  think  it's  a  good 
opportunity  to  get  cheaper 
books,"  he  said.  He  hopes  to  see 
a  broader  selection  of  books  and 
more  advertising  at  future  book 
exchanges. 

Students  agreed  that  the  condi- 
tions of  the  books  were  generally 
good.  Tarn  believes  that  one  of  the 
benefits  of  the  book  exchange  is 
that  students  get  to  see  the  condi- 
tions of  books  before  purchase. 

SAC  hopes  to  continue  this 
event  as  a  service  offered  to 
students.  The  short-term  goal  is 
to  repeat  the  event  next  term  in 
December.  In  the  long  term,  SAC 
hopes  to  eventually  provide  stu- 
dents with  a  permanent  space  for 
book  exchanges  and  to  improve 
the  collecting  and  selling  with  a 
better  tracking  system. 

Sales  are  done  on  consignment, 
and  a  minimum  charge  was  levied 
on  successful  sales.  The  charge 
covered  the  expenses  of  hiring 
staff  and  other  costs.  After  the 
book  exchange,  owners  collect  ei- 
ther money  from  successful  sales 
or  their  unsold  books. 

The  turnout  for  the  exchange 
was  relatively  high  on  Thursday 
and  Friday,  with  a  quieter  day 
on  Saturday.  "People  were  lining 
up  Thursday  morning  before  we 
opened,"  said  Paul  Bretscher,  who 
organized  the  event  with  Tarn. 
Book  sales  reached  up  to  $12,000 
by  the  end  of  the  exchange. 

The  majority  of  books  sold  were 
used  course  textbooks.  The  books 
were  organized  according  to  the 
subject  matter,  ranging  from  Com- 
puter Science  to  Anthropology  to 
Commerce. 
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GTA  campus  leaders  unite  on  same 
sex  marriage  issue 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Students  leaders  from  the  city's  three 
major  universities  gathered  on  Friday 
to  pledge  their  full  support  for  the  re- 
cent strides  made  in  legalizing  same 
sex  marriage. 

SAC  President  Ashley  Morton 
spoke  on  behalf  of  U  of  T,  along  with 
David  Adizes,  executive  coordinator 
of  LGBTQOUT. 

Morton  noted  that  a  recent  SAC 
motion  to  support  gay  marriage 
was  passed  unanimously,  an  anom- 
aly considering  the  diverse  voting 
populace.  "This  is  something  that 
is  incredibly  expiting,"  said  Morton, 
adding  "we  are  a  part  of  a  true  human 
rights  victory." 

The  unanimous  vote  is  especially 
eye-opening  considering  that  many 
colleges  have  deep  religious  roots. 
Despite  that,  St.  Mike's,  Trinity  and 
Victoria's  representatives  all  voted  in 
favour  of  the  motion.  Morton  admits 


that  the  motion  was  pushed  through 
fairly  quickly.  "We  didn't  go  through  a 
long  consultative  process,"  he  noted, 
pointing  out  that  "a  long,  consultative 
process  on  women's  rights  would  be 
ridiculous,"  and  therefore  a  similar 
measure  on  gay  and  lesbian  rights 
would  be  treated  the  same. 

When  asked  if  some  campus 
student  groups,  who  did  not  have  a 
say  in  the  vote,  were  consulted  over 
possible  objections,  Morton  assumed 
implied  consent.  "They  voted  in  the 
election  that  elected  us." 

Another  election  that  got  a  lot  of 
attention  at  the  press  conference  was 
the  upcoming  provincial  election. 
Canadian  Federation  of  Students  and 
York  University  representative  Kath- 
eryn  Waters  had  a  strong  message  for 
hopeful  candidates  looking  for  youth- 
ful support  both  provincially  and  fed- 
erally: "I  want  to  remind  politicians, 
those  450,000  students  [nationally 
represented  by  the  CFS]  are  450,000 
voters  and  the  future  leaders  of  this 


country." 

Morton  echoed  the  sentiment,  say- 
ing "We  know  where  we  stand... and 
we're  not  going  to  have  anyone  take 
this  away  from  us,"  referring  to  an  up- 
coming Canadian  Alliance  challenge 
on  the  issue.  According  to  Canadians 
for  Equal  Marriage,  the  organization 
which  sponsored  the  event,  the  Al- 
liance will  table  a  motion  on  Sept. 
17  against  same  sex  marriage  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  group  also 
notes  that  MPs  are  receiving  a  great 
deal  of  opposition  to  same  sex  mar- 
riage, and  that  supporters  need  to  be 
more  vocal. 

Denise  Hammond,  a  member  of  the 
student  council  at  Ryerson  Univer- 
sity, says  that  "there  is  a  very  small 
minority,  but  that  minority  is  very 
vocal."  Hammond  and  her  colleagues 
have  been  marshalling  support  for 
same  sex  marriage  by  carrying  a 
laptop  around  the  Ryerson  campus 
and  urging  students  to  email  their 
members  of  parliament. 


II  Tf)-*-  Continued  from  page  I 

public  sector  into  private,  it  takes 
advantage  of  other  countries,  they 
are  working  just  for  themselves." 
For  him  the  rally  was  "to  let  other 
people  know  what's  going  on.  If 
people  see  us  they  can  ask  why  are 
they  doing  this." 

Amrit  has  been  following  the 
anti-war  and  anti-globalization 
movement  and  he  is  concerned 
that  "the  interests  of  corporations 


are  being  put  ahead  of  people."  Am- 
rit also  worries  about  Iraq,  where 
he  sees  that  "the  U.S.  government 
has  privatized  the  whole  country. 
The  oil  will  become  in  the  hands 
of  big  corporations."  He  feels  that 
the  rally  was  successful  and  hopes 
that  "everybody  watches  and  sees 
us  and  more  people  will  become 
educated  about  what's  going  on  in 
the  world." 


Protesters  congregate  near  the  US  consulate  on  Saturday. 


Gear  up  with  Tommy. 


NOW 

$24 


99' 

"after  febate 


'  Colour  Screen 
'  Better  Games 
'  Mobile  Internet 

•  Download  Polyphonic 
Ring  Tunes 

•  Text  Messaging 


no  term  -  $249 


FREE  unlimited 
calling  to  and  from 
other  Rogers^"  AT&T® 
subscribers  who 
attend  your  college 
or  university/ 


PLUS  get  3  months 
unlimited  local  calling. 


Receive  a  FREE  Tommy 
Hilfiger  backpack  and 
faceplate  with  activation. 
$100  VALUE/' 


gear  up  with  better  phones. 


Q(  ROGERS  ^AKT. 

(  WIRELESS  ) 


AJAX 
Baywood  Centre 
(905)  686-8061 
85  Kingston  Rd.,  Unit  7 
(905)  428-6800 
BRAMPTON 
Bramalea  City  Centre 
(905)  791-7SS4 
Shopper's  World  Brampton 
(905)  454-1389 
30  Victoria  Crescent 
(905)  455-5600 
DOWNS  VIEW 
ins  Finch  Ave.  W. 
(416)  663-9200 
FTOBICOKE 
22  Dixon  Rd 
(416)  246-1656 
Sherway  Gardens 
(416)  626-7260 
GEORGETOWN 
265  Guelph  St. 
(905)  873-3310 
MAPLE 

2943  Major  Mackenzie  Drive 
Unit  4 
(905)  832-7103 
MARKHAM 
First  Markham  Place 
(905)  513-0800 
3636  Steeles  Ave,  E.,  Un.t  135 
(905)  513-1100 
Pacific  Mall 
Unit  #E67 
(905)  943-9432 

3150  Hwy.  7 
(905)  513-8448 
8360-8362  Kennedy  Rd-.  Unit  66 
(905)  948-1948 
MISSISSAUGA 
25  Watiine  Aue. 
(905)  507-2088 
3105  Dundas  St.  W. 
(905)  820-0000 
6295  Mississauga  Rd.  #102 
(90S)  813-8600 
6325  Dixie  Rd. 
(905)  670-1980 
1100  Burnhamlhorpe  Rd.  W. 
(905)  949-3880 
Square  One 
(905)  279-1909  (905)  272-9899 
Erin  Mills  Town  Centre 
(905)  820-4412 
NEWMARKET 
17415  YongeSt. 
(905)  830-9944 
NORTH  YORK 
5815  Yonge  St, 
(416)  250-8800 
190S  Avenue  Rd. 
(416)  784-9400 
Fairviev/  Mail 
(416)  492-8800 
149C  Ravel  Rd 
(416)  493-3493 
4367  Steeles  Ave,  W- 
(416)  650-0000 

OAKVILLE 
1027  Speers  Rd, 
(905)  842-4280 
OSHAWA 
1053  Simcoe  St  N. 
(905) 725-5520 
PICKERING 
61 1  Kingston  Rd. 
(905)  831-9557 
Pickering  Town  Centre 
(905)  420-0744 
RICHMOND  HILL 
9737  Yonge  St 
(905)  770-1010 
9196  Yonge  St 
(905)  764-0310 
10  West  Pearce  St 
(905)  731-7318 
Hilkrest  Mall 
(90S)  770^4433 
815  Major  Mackenzie  Drive.  Unit  8 
(905)  737-8737 
10720  Yonge  St 
(905)  884-9558 
550  Hwy  7  East 
(905)  882-8668 
SCARBOROUGH 
19  Milhken  Blvd. 
(416)  299-6006 
736  Warden  Ave. 

(416)  285-4321 
3300  Midland  Ave. 

(416)  332-8383 
1291  Kennedy  Rd 
(416)  752-9655 
Woodside  Square 
(416)  609-3200 
THORNHILL 
7700  Bathurst  St„  Unit  46 
(905)  882-9777 
TORONTO 
1821  Queen  St  E. 
(416)  406-2355 
1350  St.  Clair  Ave  W 
(416)  651-2000 
2  St  Clair  Ave  E 
(416)  934-1313 
329  Eglinion  Ave.  W. 

(416)  485-2757 
1448  Lawrence  Ave  E, 
(416)  757-1666 
272  Dantorth  Ave 

(416)  461-1010 
55  Chauncey  Ave. 
(416)  231-5333 
939  Eglinion  Ave.  E. 
(416)  467-9800 
3111  Dufferin  St. 

(416)  785-3031 
9A  Yorkville  Ave. 
(416) 921  7559 
Duf+erin  Mall 
(416)  588-6668 
145  Wellington  St.  W.  #53 
(416)  506-0809 
Dragon  City  Mall 
(416)  979-8350 
660  Bloor  St.  W 
(416)  531-9238 
WHITBY 
25  Thickson  Rd  N 
(905)  433-0701 
WILLOWDALE 
Centerpoint  Mall 
(416)  512-8800 
WOODBRIDGE 


200  V 


i  Rd- 


(905)  850-8505 


I 


/turn—— 

O  ROGERS 

Vi^P 


WHEN  YOU 

BUY 

ONLINE 


FREE 

WIRELESS 

ESSENTIALS 


ROGERS 


AT&T 


WIRELESS 


SHOP    AT    ROGERS.COM,     1     800    IMAGINE,     OR    A    ROGERS'"    AT&T®  STORE. 

..=  ,      •/  .  „r,:'  -Phone  pfjfe  after  S2S  bill  credit  and  $50  mriil  in  rebate  Offer  pnds  Sept  30,2003  "Backpack  and  far  o|'i.  n  i,,.,  ..ii  .  .viih  select  handsets  at  participating  locations,  while  supplies 

last  'Cenam  coriditions  apply,  Ste  store  for  Carnpui  Calling  details  lira,  Tira  Studios,  and  the  Tira  Studios  logo  are  trademarks  of  Tira  Wireless  Inc.  ©  Tira  Wireless.  ©  Tommy  Hiltiger  Licensing,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved.  Tommy  Hilfiger,  Tommy,com, 
Crest  design  and     -  are  registered  trademarks  of  Tommy  Hilfiger  Licensing,  Inc,  ©2003  Rogers  Wireless  inc.  All  rights  reserved.  ^"Rogers  is  a  trademark  of  Rogers  Communications  Inc.  Used  under  License.  ®AT&T  Corp.  Used  under  License. 


CELLULARD 

<(HIRELESSNflVE)> 


6    Monday,  September  15, 2003 


News 


news@thevarsity.ca 


me 


omen 


PHARMA  MEDICA 
RESEARCH  INC,  requires 
healthy  Males  &  Females 
who  are  drug-free 
to  volunteer  to  participate 
in  clinical  reasearch 
studies. 

If  you  are  i8  to  55  years  of  age,  and  want  to  see  if 
you  qualify,  please  contact  the  clinic 
(Mon.-Frl.  9am  -  5pm,  Sat.  9am  -  1pm)  at  416-759  -5554 
or  visit  our  website  at 
www.pharmamedica.com 


You  will  be  financially  compensated 
upon  connpletion  of  the  study 
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put  something  back." 

As  for  her  own  time  spent  in 
university,  Browne  cites  a  posi- 
tive experience  working  with 
other  U  of  T  student  leaders. 
"Student  groups  are  very  dedi- 
cated to  making  the  university 
experience  a  very  good  experi- 
ence for  students."  She's  not  so 
keen,  though,  on  the  underrepre- 
sentation  of  African  Studies  and 
the  rude  attitude  of  Governing 
Council,  particularly  to  visitors 
of  the  council  such  as  herself. 

When  asked  why  she  dedicates 
so  much  time  to  volunteering  in 
the  community,  particularly 
in  the  field  of  education,  she 
pointed  a  desire  to  change  the 
'teacher  knows  best'  mentality 
that  many  immigrants  to  Canada 
bring  from  their  home  countries. 
Due  to  the  discrimination  against 
such  minorities  as  blacks  in  the 


Canadian  school  system,  Browne 
says  it  is  necessary  that  parents 
become  involved  in  their  child's 
education.  Has  it  been  worth  all 
the  hard  work,  though?  Browne 
replied,  "It  has  been  worth 
it. ..getting  kids  back  into  school 
and  giving  kids  and  parents  the 
tools  of  empowerment  and  to  ad- 
vocate for  themselves  and  their 
child." 

That  doesn't  mean  that  she 
doesn't  get  some  time  out  for 
herself,  though.  Despite  her  cra- 
zy schedule,  Browne  still  finds 
time  to  be  involved  in  Caribbean 
and  African  theatre  and  to  write 
short  stories  and  articles. 

Now  to  the  big  question,  does 
she  think  she'll  win?  "My  chanc- 
es are  very  good  because  it's  an 
immigrant  community,  we're  not 
that  well  represented  in  any  lev- 
els of  government." 


Disclosure 

by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 

A  Web  site  run  by  U  of  T  students 
upset  with  the  results  of  last  year's 
election  for  SAC  vice-president  op- 
erations has  included  a  quote  from 
The  Varsity  that  could  be  misinter- 
preted as  bias  on  the  part  of  this 
year's  masthead.  The  quote,  which 
reads  "In  the  words  of  The  Varsity, 
'[last]  year's  election  was  a  sham 
and  a  farce,'"  is  posted  on  the  Re- 
call Ops  Web  site.  The  statement 
was  made  by  last  year's  masthead, 
and  since  there  is  a  wholesale 
change  of  staff  members  here 
every  year,  this  statement  does 
not  necessarily  reflect  our  views. 
In  the  interest  of  full  disclosure,  it 
should  also  be  noted  that  the  cam- 
paign in  question  is  run  in  part  by 
a  current  member  of  The  Varsity's 
board  of  directors.  It  should  be 
noted  that  the  editorial  content  of 
this  newspaper  is  in  not  dictated 
by  its  board  of  directors,  but  is  left 
to  the  discretion  of  its  masthead. 


Wireless  plans 
that  cJon't  require 
a  student  loan. 


Want  to  become 
a  mobile  student? 


Visit  telusmobility.com/student 

for  your  cinance  to  win: 

■  HP  notebook  m  Cell  phone  «  $2000  scholarship 


Going  wireless  shouldn't  feel  like  a  luxury. 
And  with  plans  from  as  low  as  $20/month* 
it  doesn't  have  to.  The  future  is  friendly.® 
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Teach  English 
Overseas 
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ciation, speaking,  reading  and  writing 

■  Comprehensive  teaching  materials 

■  Teaching  practicum  Included 

■  Listings  of  schools,  agencies,  and 
recruiters  from  around  the  world 

For  More  Info  Contact  Oxford  Seminars: 
416-924-3240/  1-800-269-67(9 


www.oxfordseminars.com 
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Bikram  Yoga  Method 
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Suite  306 
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Classes  Daily 
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For  more  details  on  these  great  offers  or  to  find  a  store  near  you,  visit  telusmobility.com/student  or  call  1-888-810-5555. 
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A  few  simple  questions 


Without  a  doubt,  the  new  SAC 
health  and  dental  insurance  plan  is 
an  improvement  over  its  predeces- 
sor. The  new  plan,  which  was  an- 
nounced during  frosh  week,  covers 
all  the  things  the  old  one  did,  and 
it  costs  less.  It  improves  service 
in  a  few  key  areas,  as  it  now  offers 
100  per  cent  coverage  of  prescrip- 
tion drugs.  It  also  offers — and  this 
should  have  been  a  no-brainer  10 
years  ago — coverage  for  birth-con- 
trol pills  (or  "oral  contraceptives" 
as  the  Sacucrats  insist  on  saying). 
All  this,  and  it  costs  almost  $50  less 
per  person. 

SAC  President  Ashley  Morton  and 
VP  Operations  Alexandra  Artful- 
Dodger  deserve  a  lot  of  the  credit 
for  bringing  in  the  new  plan.  On  a 
tight  schedule,  they  cracked  the 
whip  and  got  the  SAC  herd  mov- 
ing in  a  unified  direction,  looked 
at  the  available  options,  and  sealed 
the  deal,  all  in  the  space  of  a  few 
months.  They  achieved,  in  Artful- 
Dodger's  words,  "a  rare  moment  of 
consensus." 

The  sudden  and  thorough  suc- 
cess of  the  new  plan,  however,  has 
highlighted  the  rottenness  of  the 
plan  it  replaced,  and  the  messy 
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business  that  brought  about  its 
replacement. 

The  reason  for  scrapping  the 
previous  insurance  policy  was 
simple:  SAC  discovered  in  June 
that  its  insurance  broker,  Cherian 
&  Company,  was  receiving  an  11 
per  cent  commission.  On  a  plan 
which  cost  almost  $4  million  last 
year,  that  meant  that  Cherian  had 
received  upwards  of  $400,000,  and 
people  rightly  thought  this  amount 
too  high. 

But  why  was  this  a  surprise? 
Cherian  had  been  doing  business 
with  SAC  since  1987,  the  year  that 
the  health  plan  was  instituted  (that 
year,  students  paid  just  two  dollars 
to  be  insured).  And  during  that 
time,  not  a  soul  at  SAC  has  ever 
known  how  much  Cherian  &  Com- 
pany was  making. 

Did  it  not  occur  to  anyone — 15 
consecutive  SAC  presidents,  sev- 
eral paid  health  plan  administra- 
tors, business  managers  and  other 
staff,  not  to  mention  SAC's  pricey 
lawyers — to  simply  ask  what  the 
fee  wasl 


The  answer,  from  everyone  The 
Varsity  spoke  to,  was  a  simple  "no." 

Brokerage  fees,  we  are  told,  are 
traditionally  negotiated  between 
insurance  providers  (last  year  Lib- 
erty Health)  and  insurance  brokers 
(last  year  Cherian),  and  the  paying 
customer  (SAC,  i.e.  you  and  me)  is 
ignorant  of  that  fee.  "That's  just 
the  way  it  works,"  we  are  told,  and 
we're  expected  to  simply  shrug  our 
shoulders  and  move  on. 

That's  not  good  enough. 

Too  many  people  at  SAC  over 
the  years  simply  shrugged  their 
shoulders  and  moved  on  without 
bothering  to  ask  the  questions  that 
clearly  needed  to  be  asked.  Their 
complacency  will  cost  us  now,  be- 
cause SAC  will  very  likely  be  sued 
by  Cherian  for  terminating  their 
contract.  And  the  real  kicker  is, 
any  settlement  they  reach  will  be 
paid  for  with  the  money  SAC  saved 
by  changing  health  plans — money 
that  has  already  come  out  of  your 
pocket. 

Let's  give  credit  where  credit  is 
due:  Morton  and  Artful-Dodger 
asked  the  right  questions.  It's  a 
shame  it  took  so  long,  and  cost 
so  much. 


First-year  diary:  Freshman  woes 


tiSAMIWBEZA 


As  I  write  this  it  has  been  about  a 
week  worth  of  classes  at  school.  As 
I  am  a  freshman  it  has  been  a  first 
dose  of  everything  for  me.  I  think 
1  will  use  some  time  to  reflect  on 
some  experiences  of  this  wet-be- 
hind-the-ears-gasping-for-breath- 
thank-heavens-l-survived-double- 
cohort  student  at  the  University  of 
Toronto. 

My  first  day  on  campus  started  off 
pleasantly  enough,  with  blessings 
and  a  few  dineros  from  the  family.  1 
heard  how  expensive  school  is,  so  1 
thought  the  more  money  the  better. 
Little  did  1  know  how  true  that  state- 
ment is.  As  I  walked  to  school  (in 
hopes  of  saving  money),  I  stumbled 
into  the  school  bookstore.  The 
price  for  the  textbooks — I  was  mad 
enough  at  the  incidental  and  the  an- 
cillary fees — but  the  textbooks...  Oh 
my,  the  textbooks!  They  were  all  $70 
plus.  Except  for  my  one  theology 
course,  where  1  have  to  read  One 
Flew  Over  the  Cuckoo's  Nest.  God 
bless  my  theology  course.  While 
in  the  bookstore  there  were  some 
girls  bumping  into  me,  with  one  of 
them  proclaiming,  "Oops,  1  did  it 
again,"  on  the  second  bump.  1  think 
it  was  accidental.  1  wasn't  too  inter- 


ested— it  made  me  think  of  the  girl 
that  left  me  for  a  Sophomore.  This 
made  me  a  little  sad,  considering  1 
found  out  about  it  the  night  before 
my  first  day  of  classes.  Another  bur- 
den of  being  a  freshman  is  all  the 
competition  from  the  older  guys.  1 
got  over  that  particular  girl  after  my 
first  class  in  Victoria  College,  when 
I  saw  the  Vic  girls.  Boy  did  I  sign  up 
for  the  wrong  college!  Not  only  were 
they  attractive,  but  there  were  so 
many  of  them. 

As  I  made  it  out  of  the  bookstore, 
I  began  to  think:  are  books  essential 
to  the  university  experience?  The 
jury  is  still  out  on  that  one. 

Then  on  the  weekend  before  the 
start  of  school,  1  decided  to  show 
the  true  Blue  in  me.  I  took  in  the 
Blues  vs.  Golden  Gaels  football 
game,  to  cheer  until  I  could  cheer 
no  more. 

As  I  sat  in  the  makeshift  Var- 
sity Stadium,  I  was  excited  to  see 
so  many  supporters.  All  my  excite- 
ment died  with  the  first  play  of  the 
game,  as  the  Blues  received  the 
kick  off.  On  the  first  offensive  play 
for  the  Blues,  the  crowd  shouted, 
"Defence!  Defence!  Defence!"  I  was 
literally  behind  enemy  lines,  on  my 
own  home  turf.  They  had  taken  over 
our  stadium.  The  Blues  fans  were 


greatly  outnumbered.  At  tinfes,  so 
were  the  players  on  the  field — not 
counting  penalties.  1  left  with  five 
minutes  left  on  the  game  clock,  the 
score  then  65-0  for  the  bad  guys. 
With  that  behind  me,  I  went  to  my 
classes — or  tried  to.  Since  I  did  not 
go  to  any  of  the  U  of  T  tours  or  to 
Frosh  Week,  it  was  a  little  hard  find- 
ing my  classes.  I  decided  to  sit  at  the 
back,  which  had  it's  ups  and  downs. 
1  could  talk  to  my  friends  next  to  me, 
but  at  times  I  could  not  see  the  over- 
head. I  tried  to  answer  a  question 
but  I  was  not  loud  enough,  and  my 
answer  was  stolen. 

Then  I  get  hammered  with  a  pleth- 
ora of  reading  assignments.  When  1 
think  about  it,  it  is  a  lot  of  reading. 
1  better  get  right  on  it — right  after  1 
take  a  break  from  all  the  reflecting  1 
have  just  done. 

Closing  my  rant,  I  would  like 
to  say  I  am  here  in  the  pur- 
suit of  knowledge,  discovery, 
and  to  give  those  lame  frosh 
kids  a  hard  time.  Yeah,  it  is  go- 
ing to   be   an   interesting  year. 


Samim  Reza  is  a  first-year  wet- 
behind-the-ears-gasping-for-breath- 
thank-heavens-I-survived-double- 
cohort  student  atUofT. 
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Boring  Bob 


Re:  What  about  Bob?  Sept.  U 

As  a  former  Varsity  staffer,  I'm  glad 
to  be  able  to  follow  the  paper  from 
my  new  home  south  of  the  border 
via  your  online  edition. 

Having  spent  much  of  my  time  at 
The  Varsity  sitting  in  on  Governing 
Council  meetings,  my  memories  of 
the  larger  than  life  (all  of  6'3,  I've 
just  learned!)  President  "Bob"  Birge- 
neau  in  action  are  still  fresh.  So,  1 
was  interested  to  see  this  week's 
feature  on  the  Prez. 

While  it  was  fascinating  to  get 
Birgeneau's  take  on  the  always  puz- 
zling "chicken  crossing  the  road" 
riddle,  learn  about  his  propensity 
for  local  eateries,  and  get  the  details 
on  his  3"  long  scar  (ouch!),  1  wonder 
what  happened  to  the  politics  in 
this  story?  The  same  issue  of  The 
Varsity  covers  pressing  topics  rang- 
ing from  the  health  plan  to  day  care 
to  part-time  studies,  but  Feon  Chau 
doesn't  give  us  a  hint  of  the  man  in 
charge's  take  on  any  of  these  things. 
What's  more,  with  the  provincial 
election  looming  and  the  post- 
secondary  education  unfriendly 
Tories'  fate  on  the  line,  Chau  doesn't 
even  try  to  get  Birgeneau  hinting  at 
partisan  leanings! 

Perhaps  Chau  can  corner  the  Prez 
over  lunch  at  Spaha  sometime  soon 
for  a  Part  11  that  really  tells  us  "What 
about  Bob?" 

Liz  Ben-Ishai,  UC  '03 


EVENTS  LISTING 


OPIRG-Toronto  invites  you  to  our  first  general  meeting 

Mon.  Sept.  22  from  6-8pm,  252  Bloor  Street  West  (OlSE),  room  221L 
For  more  info,  call  416-978-7770  or  write  to  opirg.toronto@utoronto.ca. 

Clubs  Days  at  UTM 

To  learn  about  clubs  available  at  UTM,  drop  by  the  Student  Centre  Sept. 
15  to  18,  10  am -4  pm. 

SMC  Ultimate  Frisbee  Tournament 

Sept  20-21,  2003.  Contact  athletics@smcsu.com  for  more  information. 
Free  events  listings  for  campus  organizations.  Email:  editor@thevarsity.ca. 


Can't  trust 
Uncle  Ernie 


Now  that  Uncle  Ernie  (Premier 
Eves)  has  called  an  election, 
the  question  has  to  be:  Who  do 
you  trust  to  best  look  after  your 
children  or  your  ageing  granny? 

Do  you  trust  Uncle  Ernie  to 
babysit  your  kids  or  look  after 
your  ailing  mother?  Do  you 
trust  him  to  manage  your  mon- 
ey so  that  it's  used  to  improve 
the  basics  like  hydro,  water, 
health,  and  food  regulation? 

Would  the  Liberals  under 
Dalton  McGuinty  be  any  differ- 
ent than  the  Tories  under  Uncle 
Ernie?  Would  McGuinty  be  any 
less  the  privatizer  or  tax  cutter? 
Do  ya  trust  him? 

When  you're  sick,  no  amount 
of  tax  cuts  will  care  for  you  on 
a  cot  in  some  crowded,  noisy 
hospital  corridor.  Tax  cuts 
guarantee  poorer  health  care 
and  fewer  social  services  such 
as  daycare  and  sexual  assault 
counselling.  Tax  cuts  also  guar- 
antee poorer  education  and 
higher  juvenile  crime.  Tax  cuts 
gave  us  Walkerton. 

Who  do  you  trust?  Who  really 
cares  about  people  and  the 
environment? 

MendelsonJoe 
Elmsdale,  Ont. 


Need  to  get  something 
off  your  chest? 

Write  a  letter  to  the  editor  or  an  op-ed. 

Read  our  liow-to  online  at 

www.thevarsity.ca.  Email:  opinions@thevarsity.ca 


Delivery  staff  wanted 

Help  deliver  the  Varsity.  Mornings  and/or  afternoons,  one  or  two 
days  per  week.  $10  /  hr. 

Call  416-946-7605  Email:  business@thevarsity.ca 
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Fluoride  furor 


Or,  How  I  learned  to  stop 
worrying  and  love  fluoride 

"Fluoridation  is  the  greatest  fraud  that  has  ever 
been  perpetrated,  and  it  has  been  perpetrated  on 
more  people  than  any  other  fraud."  Dr.  Albert  Schatz. 


We  ail  take  for  granted  that 
adding  fluoride  to  our  drink- 
ing water  is  a  safe  and  effec- 
tive way  to  prevent  cavities,  but  just 
how  much  do  we  know  about  the  side 
effects  of  water  fluoridation? 

"The  evidence  shows  that  it  is  effec- 
tive and  safe,  and  has  made  a  wonder- 
ful contribution  to  the  health  of  kids  in 
North  America,"  says  Dr.  James  Leake, 
head  of  Community  Dentistry  at  U  of  T. 
"In  1959, 89  per  cent  of  13  year  old  chil- 
dren examined  in  Toronto  had  had  one 
or  more  cavities  in  their  life."  Toronto 
began  fluoridating  its  water  in  1963.  "By 
2000,  only  39  per  cent  of  13  year  olds 
had  had  one  or  more,  so  61  per  cent 
of  all  children  had  never  had  a  cavity. 
It's  hard  not  to  appreciate  what  a  differ- 
ence fluoridation  has  made." 

Thousands  of  other  such  stud- 
ies that  have  been  done  all  over  the 
world  since  water  fluoridation  began 
in  1945.  Dr  Leake  pointed  to  a  study 
done  in  2000  by  the  University  of  York 
in  the  UK.  "They  did  the  best  and  the 
most  comprehensive  review  of  all  the 
world's  literature  and  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  both  effective,  and 
the  doses  being  provided  are  safe." 

But  not  all  dentists  and  health 
professionals  agree  on  the  benefits  of 
fluoride.  A  sharp  divide  is  emerging 
between  those  for  and  against  water 
fluoridation. 

"1  used  to  teach  dental  students  that 
fluoridation  was  the  most  inexpensive 
way  to  deliver  fluoride  to  everyone  in 
the  community,"  said  Dr.  Hardy  Lime- 
back,  head  of  Preventive  Dentistry  at 
U  of  T.  "But,  after  thoroughly  reviewing 
the  literature,  1  discovered  that  there 
was  little,  if  any,  benefit  from  swallow- 
ing fluoride,  and  that  there  were  signifi- 
cant risks  from  the  long-term  ingestion 
of  fluoridated  water" 

When  ingested,  as  opposed  to 
applied  directly  to  the  teeth  as  in  a 
fluoride  treatment  or  with  toothpaste, 
fluoride  accumulates  in  the  body,  and 
according  to  Dr  Limeback,  can  cause 
health  problems.  "There  has  been  a 
huge  increase  in  dental  fluorosis  in 
Toronto,"  he  says.  Dental  fluorosis  is 
a  condition  caused  by  an  excess  of 
fluoride  exposure,  which  can  range 
from  faint  white  markings  to  unsightly 
brown  stains.  "This  condition  is  the 
first  sign  that  the  body  has  been  over- 
dosed with  fluoride,"  said  Dr  Limeback. 
About  12  per  cent  of  the  population  of 
Toronto  has  dental  fluorosis,  according 
to  both  Dr  Leake  and  Dr.  Limeback. 

"Symptoms  of  too  much  fluoride  ac- 
cumulation over  a  long  time  include  the 
early  stages  of  skeletal  fluorosis  (joint 
pain),  an  increased  risk  for  bone  frac- 
ture, and  thyroid  dysfunction,"  said  Dr 
Limeback.  Other  studies  suggest  links 
between  fluoridated  water  and  cancer, 
genetic  damage,  neurological  impair- 


ment, and  uaily  inonsli  uation  in  girls. 

"Many  researchers  have  published 
that  the  main  effect  of  fluoride  is  a  topi- 
cal one,  and  that  there  is  little  benefit 
to  ingesting  fluoride,"  said  Dr  Lime- 
back. "The  Centre  for  Disease  Control 
in  Atlanta  has  acknowledged  this  in 
their  recent  report,  stating  that  'The 
laboratory  research  that  has  led  to  the 
better  understanding  of  how  fluoride 
prevents  dental  caries  indicates  that 
fluoride's  effect  is. .  .topical  and  that  the 
effect  depends  on  fluoride  being  in  the 
right  amount  and  in  the  right  place  at 
the  right  time." 

A  Brita  filter  does  not  remove  fluo- 
ride from  drinking  water — the  only  way 
to  remove  fluoride  is  through  distil- 
lation, or  by  the  use  of  ion-exchange 
columns. 

Of  particular  concern  for  opponents 
of  fluoridation  are  the  chemicals  used 
to  fluoridate  tap  water.  More  than 
90  per  cent  of  the  tap  water  in  North 
America  is  fluoridated  using  hexa- 
fluorosilicic  acid  and  its  sodium  salts. 
"These  are  waste  products  obtained 
from  the  pollution  scrubbers  of  the 
phosphate  fertilizer  industry,"  said 
Dr  Limeback.  "They  contain  trace 
amounts  of  arsenic,  lead,  and  other 
toxic  chemicals." 

An  official  from  the  City  of  Toronto 
Water  and  Wastewater  Services  con- 
firmed that  hexafluorosilicic  acid  is 
used,  but  was  uncertain  of  the  precise 
composition  of  the  mixture — which 
is  not  produced  in  Canada  but  in  the 
United  States.  The  distributor  for 
Toronto's  water  fluoridation  chemicals 
is  LCI  Ltd.,  located  in  Jacksonville, 
Florida.  Gustavo  Navar,  senior  chemi- 
cal engineer  for  LCI  Ltd,  confirmed 
that  the  hexafluorosilicic  acid  used 
in  water  treatment  is  obtained  from 
phosphate  fertilizer  companies,  which 
produce  the  compound  as  a  by-prod- 
uct from  the  production  of  phosphoric 
acid.  When  asked  about  the  precise 
composition  of  the  mixture,  Navar 
said:  "These  are  not  100  per  cent  pure 
chemicals — I'm  sure  there  are  traces  of 
arsenic  in  there."  He  added,  "The  ma- 
terial meets  Canadian  and  American 
standards  for  products  to  be  used  in 
water  treatments."  Further  information 
about  the  company  that  produces  the 
mixture  was  not  forthcoming. 

"Repeated  analysis  of  this  toxic 
waste  product  shows  it  to  be  contami- 
nated with  up  to  2  per  cent  by  weight 
with  toxic,  carcinogenic  trace  elements 
such  as  radium  and  arsenic,"  Dr  Lime- 
back said.  "Even  when  the  liquid  is 
diluted  and  trickled  into  the  drinking 
water  it  adds  between  0.5  to  1.4  parts 
per  billion  arsenic  to  the  drinking  wa- 
ter, which,  according  to  the  National 
Academies  of  Sciences  in  the  US,  in- 
creases the  cancer  risk  from  between  1 
in  10,000  to  1  in  5,000.  That  means  that 
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it  is  possible  that  up  to  1,000  cancers  in 
the  GTA  area  can  be  attributed  to  the 
drinking  water  fluoridation  chemicals." 

Two  published  studies  have  shown 
that  silicofluorides  significantly  raise 
blood  lead  levels  in  children.  One 
study  found  higher  rates  of  violent 
crime,  hyperactivity,  heart  disease, 
and  drug  abuse  in  communities  using 
silicofluorides — all  conditions  known 
to  be  linked  to  lead  and  other  heavy 
metals. 

"These  chemicals  were  never  tested 
for  safe  use  on  humans,"  said  Dr  Lime- 
back. Clinical  trials  were  performed  on 
sodium  fluoride,  which  was  originally 
used  when  water  fluoridation  began  in 
1945.  Those  studies  found  no  adverse 
health  effects.  However,  communities 
began  to  switch  to  silicofluorides  in 
1947,  "without  any  animal  or  human 
tests  having  been  done." 

"To  be  honest,  my  career 
has  suffered  so  much, 
that  I  regret  ever  coming 
forward  in  the  first 
place — I  wish  I  had  just 
kept  my  mouth  shut." 

"No  one  has  explained  to  me  why 
governments  would  allow  toxic  waste 
to  be  trickled  into  our  drinking  water 
but  the  conclusion  is  obvious-large 
corporations  save  enormous  amounts 
of  money  by  selling  the  toxic  waste  to 
cities  rather  than  paying  large  sums  of 
money  to  clean  it  up  and  dispose  of  it 
properly,"  said  Dr  Limeback.  "Con- 
servative governments  won't  push 
corporations  to  clean  the  fluoridation 
chemicals." 

Dr  Limeback  is  not  alone  in  his  pub- 
lic opposition  to  water  fluoridation. 

Dr  Charles  Gordon  Heyd,  past 
president  of  the  American  Medical 
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Dr.  Hardy  Limeback. 


Association,  said  in  a  July  2000  letter 
concerning  the  proposal  to  fluoridate 
the  water  in  Palo  Alto,  California:  "I 
am  appalled  at  the  prospect  of  using 
water  as  a  vehicle  for  drugs.  Fluoride 
is  a  corrosive  poison  that  will  produce 
serious  effects  in  a  long-range  basis. 
Any  attempt  to  use  fluoride  in  this  way 
is  deplorable." 

On  July  7,  1997,  1,500  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  (EPA)  scientists, 
engineers  and  lawyers  who  assess 
the  scientific  data  for  the  Safe  Drinking 
Water  Act  standards  and  other  EPA 
regulations  went  on  record  against  the 
practice  of  adding  fluoride  to  public 
drinking  water  "It  is  our  hope  that  our 
co-sponsorship  of  the  Safe  Drinking 
Water  Initiative  to  prohibit  fluorida- 
tion will  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  the 
health  and  welfare  of  all... by  helping 
to  keep  their  water  free  of  a  chemical 
substance  for  which  there  is  substan- 
tial evidence  of  adverse  health  effects, 
and,  contrary  to  public  perception, 
virtually  no  evidence  of  significant 
benefits.  We  conclude  that  the  health 
and  welfare  of  the  public  is  not  served 
by  the  addition  of  this  substance  to  the 
public  water  supply." 

Dr  John  Colquohoun,  once  Auckland, 
New  Zealand's  Principal  Dental  Officer 
and  former  fluoridation  advocate,  ini- 
tially dismissed  studies  that  showed 
that  dental  decay  did  not  significantly 
decrease  in  fluoridated  communities 
compared  to  non-fluoridated  commu- 
nities. He  later  said  in  a  1997  report, 
"I  now  realize  that  what  my  colleagues 
and  1  were  doing  was  what  the  history 
of  science  shows  all  professionals  do 
when  their  pet  theory  is  confronted  by 
disconcerting  new  evidence:  they  bend 
over  backwards  to  explain  away  the 
new  evidence." 

Despite  mounting  evidence  shed- 
ding doubt  on  the  safety  of  water  fluo- 
ridation, Dr  Limeback  has  found  it  dif- 
ficult to  present  his  case.  "It  has  been 
hard  defending  my  views.  I  have  been 
ridiculed  and  1  have  suffered  character 
assassination.  1  have  been  accused 
of  lying,  misrepresenting  scientific 
evidence,  citing  literature  selectively 
and  quoting  only  so-called  'junk'  sci- 
ence to  support  my  views.  I  have  been 
ridiculed  by  dentists  and  politicians 
at  public  hearings,  and  I  have  been 
formally  attacked  by  other  scientists 
in  the  field.  The  most  opposition  has 
been  from  the  public  health  sector 
That's  understandable.  The  public 
health  officials  do  not  want  to  lose  face. 
They  may  even  fear  litigation. 

"To  be  honest,  my  career  has  suf- 
fered so  much,  that  I  regret  ever  com- 
ing forward  at  all  in  the  first  place — I 
wish  I  had  just  kept  my  mouth  shut." 

Dr  Limeback,  however  is  not  the 
only  individual  who  has  found  himself 
challenged  on  v.  ater  fluoridation. 


In  1992  Dr  William  L.  Marcus,  the 
Senior  Science  Advisor  to  the  EPA's 
Office  of  Drinking  Water  was  fired 
after  calling  for  a  national  review  of 
water  fluoridation.  The  EPA  stated  that 
he  was  fired  due  to  professional  dif- 
ficulties; Marcus  claimed  that  he  was 
fired  for  his  views  on  fluoride.  A  judge 
ordered  him  reinstated  to  his  job,  con- 
cluding that  he  was  fired  "because  he 
publicly  questioned  and  opposed  the 
EPA's  policy." 

In  1994,  Dr  Phyllis  Mullenix,  the 
head  of  Toxicology  at  the  Forsyth 
Dental  Center  in  Boston  was  fired 
after  her  publication  of  a  study  that 
found  fluoride  to  be  a  central  nervous 
system  toxin,  causing  a  reduction  in  IQ 
in  children.  Forsyth  claimed  she  was 
dismissed  because  her  work  was  not 
"dentally  related." 

"Public  health  scientists  have,  for 
over  50  years,  used  selective  literature 
citation  to  push  water  fluoridation," 
said  Dr  Limeback.  "It  is  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  public  health  authorities 
to  prove  that  fluoridation  is  abso- 
lutely safe.  There  are  warning  labels  on 
toothpaste  in  the  US  that  recommend 
you  contact  a  poison  control  center 
or  a  physician  if  you  ingest  more  that 
what's  used  for  tooth  brushing.  That 
means  if  you  ingest  the  equivalent 
of  about  0.5  L  fluoridated  drinking 
water,  you've  just  been  poisoned  with 
fluoride,  according  to  the  toothpaste 
warning  label." 

When  asked  why  governments 
would  advocate  fluoridation,  Dr  Lime- 
back replied:  "To  appear  to  be  'helping 
the  poor'  and  at  the  same  time  trying  to 
reduce  dental  care  costs — poor  people 
have  a  higher  rate  of  dental  decay.  More 
children  on  social  services  requiring 
dental  care  are  being  turned  away  by 
dentists  who  can  no  longer  afford  to 
provide  dental  care  below  cost." 

Dr  Leake,  in  favour  of  fluoridation, 
echoed  Dr  Limeback's  concern  for 
the  dental  health  of  the  poor  "About 
a  third  of  children  in  Toronto  live  in 
poverty,"  said  Dr  Leake.  "Public  health 
is  aware  of  the  needs  of  those  kids,  and 
need  to  maintain  fluoride  levels  for 
children  who  wouldn't  get  the  benefits 
from  fluoride  in  any  other  way." 

"1  think  it's  an  absolute  necessity 
to  establish  a  universal  dental  health 
care  plan,"  said  Dr  Leake,  but  added 
that  the  costs  of  such  a  program  would 
far  exceed  the  current  expenditures  on 
water  fluoridation. 

"Most  of  Europe  has  rejected  fluo- 
ridation," said  Dr  Limeback.  "So  has 
Japan.  It's  time  that  North  America 
looked  really  carefully  at  the  practice 
of  fluoridation.  The  benefits  no  longer 
outweigh  the  risks.  I  would  like  to  see 
fluoridation  stopped  and  the  money 
spent  providing  better  preventive  care 
to  targeted  groups  of  the  population." 
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U  of  T  Career  Centre  Supplement 


Started 


The  Career  Centre  will  introduce  you  to  a  process  of  career 
management  that  will  serve  you  throughout  your  working 
life.  Whether  you  are  a  first-year  student,  a  graduate  student, 
a  recent  graduate  or  an  experienced  job  seeker,  the  compo- 
nents of  the  Self-Managed  Career  Development  Process  can 
work  for  you.  With  the  Career  Centre  as  your  partner,  explore 
the  following  four  components  of  career  development: 


1 


Discover  Your 
Skills  and  Options 


How  do  I  link  my  skills  and  interests  with 
potential  career  options? 

You  have  developed  many  transferable  skills  through  your 
academic,  extracurricular,  volunteer,  summer  and  part-time 
work  experiences.  Becoming  aware  of  these  skills  and  discov- 
ering how  they  relate  to  career  opportunities  is  the  first  step 
in  career  development. 

To  be  employable  in  today's  workplace,  you  must  develop 
several  skills.  Once  you  have  a  good  idea  of  what  skills  are 
required  for  your  desired  occupation  and  what  your  skills 
are,  you  can  use  your  knowledge  to  identify  work  opportuni- 
ties and  market  yourself  for  today's  workplace. 

But  first: 

•  Attend  a  Discovering  Your  Skills  &  Options  workshop. 

•  Attend  Career  Choice  and  Your  Personality  workshop. 

•  Use  the  Career  Resource  Library  to  research  the  skills  and 
knowledge  required  for  various  occupations. 

•  Ask  for  your  copy  of  the  Choosing  a  Career  tipsheet. 

•  Pick  up  your  copy  of  Career  Clusters;  available  for  every 
department  within  the  Faculty  of  Arts  &  Science. 

•  Participate  in  the  Extern  Program  to  gain  an  understand- 
ing of  the  skills  required  in  career  areas  in  which  you  have 
an  interest. 

•  Consider  volunteer  opportunities  as  a  way  to  explore 
career  areas,  gain  skills  and  experience,  and  make  new 
contacts. 

•  Book  a  Career  Talk  with  a  career  counsellor  to  explore 
further  career  or  employment  issues. 


2 Identify  Work 
Opportunities 


How  do  I  find  out  about  careers  that  really 
interest  me  and  utilize  my  skills? 

How  do  I  look  for  jobs  that  aren't 
advertised? 

Finding  your  niche  in  today's  workplace  requires  knowledge 
and  effort.  Start  by  researching  the  skills  that  employers  are 


looking  for  in  your  area  of  interest.  The  next  step  in  your 
career  development  is  learning  how  to  find  employment  that 
isn't  necessarily  listed  in  the  newspapers  or  online.  However,, 
if  you  are  not  sure  of  your  own  interests,  skills  and  values, 
you  should  review  the  articles  found  in  the  section  Discover 
Your  Skills  and  Options  (see  page  3). 

There  are  employment  out  there,  and  to  find  and  capital- 
ize on  them  it  is  necessary  to  be  creative,  organized,  and 
resourceful.  How  to  put  together  an  effective  marketing  plan 
to  get  hired  is  described  in  the  section  Market  Yourself  for 
Today's  Workplace.  But  first,  use  the  following  Career  Centre 
services,  and  begin  developing  the  job-finding  skills  you  will 
need  throughout  your  worklife: 

•  Attend  a  Successful  Strategies  for  Finding  Work  work- 
shop. 

•  Use  the  Career  Resource  Library  to  research  organiza- 
tions, industries,  and  work  environments  in  which  you 
have  an  interest. 

•  Attend  the  seminar,  Job  Researching  Using  the  Internet 
and  discover  how  to  maximize  your  job  search  through 
the  Internet. 

•  Start  conducting  information  interviews  to  meet  people 
in  your  career  area  of  interest,  and  use  our  Networking 
Binder  in  our  Career  Resource  Library  to  get  yourself 
started. 

•  Attend  Career  Information  Days  and  employer  information 
sessions  to  meet  employers  and  gain  first-hand  informa- 
tion on  your  field  of  interest  and  the  industry. 

•  Check  out  our  Work  Search  on  the  Internet,  and  Industry  and 
Labour  Market  Research  tipsheets. 

•  Find  out  what  recent  alumni  have  done  with  their  degree 
by  reviewing  the  Alumni  Profile  series  in  our  Career 
Resource  Library. 


3 Market  Yourself  for 
Today's  Workplace 


How  do  1  look  for  work? 

How  do  I  write  a  resume  and  what  happens 
in  an  interview? 

Understanding  how  to  target  potential  employers  and  how  to 
structure  your  search  for  work  is  essential  to  your  success. 
Once  you  have  a  marketing  plan,  you'll  be  able  to  create  a  tar- 
geted resume  and  covering  letter,  and  be  able  to  use  it  effec- 
tively in  the  job  market.  However,  before  you  implement  your 
marketing  plan,  do  some  preliminary  reflection.  If  you  don't 
know  where  you  want  to  send  your  resume,  spend  some  time 
reading  the  articles  in  the  section  Identify  Work  Opportunities 
of  this  supplement.  And  if  you  don't  know  what  your  strengths 
are,  or  what  you  would  say  about  yourself  in  an  interview,  go 
back  to  the  section  Discover  Your  Skills  and  Options. 


Looking  for  employment  can  be  both  exciting  and  scary;  take 
advantage  of  the  following  Career  Centre  services  to  ensure 
your  success: 

•  Attend  a  Successful  Strategies  for  Finding  Work  workshop 
and  begin  developing  your  marketing  plan. 

•  If  you  are  graduating  this  year,  register  with  the  Graduat- 
ing Students  Employment  Service  (GSES),  or  if  you  are  a 
recent  graduate,  then  register  with  the  Recent  Graduates 
Employment  Service  (RGES). 

•  Attend  the  Resume  and  Covering  Letter  seminar,  and  use 
the  Resume  Clinic  to  have  a  staff  member  personally  look 
over  your  documents. 

•  Attend  an  Interview  Techniques  workshop  to  learn  effec- 
tive interview  strategies,  and  ensure  success  at  your  next 
interview. 

•  Set  up  a  Practice  Interview  and  receive  feedback  on  areas 
of  concern. 

•  Use  the  Career  Resource  Library  to  research  job  search 
strategies,  and  develop  a  personal  marketing  plan. 

•  Check  out  the  Career  Centre  tip  sheets  Researching  an 
Organization,  The  Resume  and  The  Interview. 


Manage  Worklife 


How  do  I  ensure  that  my  career  goals 
complement  my  life  goals? 

How  can  I  plan  financially? 

Even  after  your  career  is  underway,  the  Career  Centre  can 
be  a  valuable  resource  for  you.  We  can  help  you  with  getting 
your  first  promotion,  managing  stress,  and  dealing  with  office 
politics.  As  well,  we  provide  support  for  balancing  work  and 
family,  and  planning  financially  for  your  future.  You  are  able 
to  use  the  Career  Centre  for  two  years  after  you  graduate,  so 
take  advantage  of  the  following  Career  Centre  support: 

•  Book  a  Career  Talk  to  explore  career  or  employment 
changes  you  are  considering. 

•  Use  the  Career  Resource  Library  to  find  material  on 
employment  law,  workplace  issues,  balancing  work  and 
family,  financial  planning  and  more. 

•  Commit  yourself  to  lifelong  learning  as  a  means  of  staying 
in  control  of  your  work  choices,  as  well  as  keeping  work 
and  life  meaningful.  Further  education  might  mean  inves- 
tigating the  School  of  Graduate  Studies  or  the  U  of  T  School 
of  Continuing  Studies. 

•  Read  our  tip  sheet  on  Personal  Financial  Planning  and  What 
are  my  rights? 

•  Keep  yourself  up-to-date  on  employer's  expectations  and 
needs.  >^ 


Services  &  Programs 

(available  on  all  three  campuses  unless  otherwise  specified); 


CC  Online  www.careers.utoronto.ca* 
including  employment  listings: 

•  Summer,  part-time  or  temporary  work 

•  Volunteer  opportunities 

•  Full-time  work  upon  graduation  (for 
students  completing  their  final  year) 
Full-time  work  for  recent  alumni  (have 
graduated  within  the  last  two  years) 

/  Career  Counselling 


/  Career  Talks  (same  day  counselling 
appointments — St.  George  Campus, 
UTSC) 

/  Practice  Interviews 

/  Workshops/seminars 

/  Drop-in  Resume,  Covering  Letter  and 
CACEE  critiques 

/  Career  Resource  Library 

/  Extern  Program 


*UTSC  students  should  access  this  site  through  www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~career 
*UTM  students  should  access  this  site  through  www.utm.utoronto.ca/careers 


/  Service-specific  orientation  sessions 
/  Graduate  Dossier  Service  (St  George 
campus) 

/  Student  Outreach  Services  (arrange  for 
a  special  presentation  for  your  depart- 
ment, faculty  or  student  group) 

/  Employer  panels,  Career/indurstry  talks 

/  Professional  Schools  Fair  and  Career  Fairs 

/  Employer  information  sessions 
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Discover  Your 
Skills  and  Options 


WHAT  do  you 
want  to  do  with  your 


"What  can  I  do  with  my 
degree?"  is  one  of  the  most 
common  questions  students  ask 
at  the  Career  Centre.  While  it's  a 
valid  and  important  question,  the 
answer  is  different  for  everybody, 
and  may  involve  a  number  of  steps 
to  figure  out.  In  some  ways,  it's 
like  asking,  "Where  can  I  go  on  a 
plane?"  Well,  you  can  go  wherever 
you  want:  It  all  depends  on  your 
interests  and  what  type  of  travel- 
ler you  are.  Similarly  you  can  go 
many  places  with  your  degree, 
but  you  have  to  consider  other 
relevant  factors,  such  as  your 
interests,  skills,  personality,  and 
values.  So  it  might  be  more  useful 
to  ask  what  you  want  to  do  with 
your  degree. 

Samira  (a  pseudonym)  has  a 
degree  in  physical  and  health  edu- 
cation. She  is  a  good  writer,  enjoys 
communicating  with  people,  is 
fascinated  by  media,  and  loves 
the  idea  of  a  fast-paced,  competi- 
tive environment  where  she  is  the 
centre  of  attention.  She  cares 
deeply  about  promoting  health 
information  and  is  planning  to  be 
a  journalist  reporting  on  health 
and  fitness.  The  chances  are  good 
that  Samira  will  have  a  successful 
career  in  journalism,  because  she 
has  made  her  career  choice  based 
on  her  strengths,  her  interests, 
her  personality,  and  something 
that  is  important  to  her. 

Samira's  roommate,  Giselle  (a 
pseudonym),  is  in  the  same  pro- 
gram. However,  she  is  interested 
mainly  in  sport  and  has  recently 
become  fascinated  by  the  busi- 
ness side  of  sport.  As  a  member 
of  a  campus  sports  club,  she 
organized  barbecues  and  other 
social  events.  Not  only  did  she  do 
a  great  job,  she  really  enjoyed  the 
process  and  realized  that  she  has 
a  talent  for  organizing.  Moreover, 
Giselle  has  always  had  an  interest 
in  popular  culture  and  advertising. 
Having  looked  at  her  options,  she 


has  decided  to  aim  for  sports  event 
planning  and  marketing.  Later  on 
she  plans  to  take  marketing  and 
public  relations  courses  to  round 
out  her  educational  background. 
Giselle  has  made  choices  very  dif- 
ferent choices  from  Samira's,  even 
though  they  both  have  the  same 
degree.  The  differences  in  their 
skills,  interests,  personalities,  and 
values  are  what  have  guided  them 
in  their  choices.  Other  graduates 
from  the  same  program  may  go 
into  areas  as  diverse  as  business, 
health  care,  sales,  and  education. 

For  some  students  the  process  of 
identifying  their  skills,  interests, 
personality,  and  values  is  very 
challenging  and  confusing.  For 
example,  Viktor,  who  is  also  study- 
ing physical  health  and  education, 
thinks  he  might  teach  phys  ed.  at  a 
high  school.  However,  he  decided 
that  only  because  he  couldn't 
think  of  any  other  options.  As  a 
recent  immigrant  he  has  never 
visited  a  Canadian  high  school 
and  is  very  unsure  about  his 
future.  Viktor  could  benefit  from 
using  the  Career  Centre  to  take  an 
objective  look  at  all  his  options. 
He  might  find  that  teaching  is 
still  a  good  option  for  him,  but  at 
least  he  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  assess  himself  and  make  an 
informed  choice.  Viktor  may  real- 
ize that  he  has  more  interests  than 
he  thought,  or  that  his  interests, 
skills,  personality  and  values  can 
be  combined  with  his  education  in 
a  way  that  he  had  never  imagined. 

The  process  of  making  a  career 
choice  involves  looking  at  many 
facets  of  yourself  and  your  life  sit- 
uation. At  the  Career  Centre,  there 
are  many  ways  we  can  assist  you 
in  planning  your  future.  We  have 
workshops  available,  as  well  as 
individual  assistance,  to  help  you 
find  your  career  direction  based 
on  who  you  are  and  what  you  want 
out  of  your  work.  Call  us  or  sign  up 
for  a  Career  Talk  session. 


Do  it  for  Yourself 


People  volunteer  to  help  others  and 
to  give  back  to  society,  but  how 
about  doing  it  for  yourself?  Besides 
making  a  difference  in  the  lives  of 
others,  volunteering  provides  many 
career-building  opportunities. 

The  experience  you  gain  and  the 
skills  you  develop  are  valuable  to 
employers,  regardless  of  whether 
or  not  they  stem  from  paid  work  or 
volunteer  experience.  In  fact,  many 
employers  look  for  volunteer  work 
experience  on  a  resume  as  an  indica- 
tion of  who  you  are  as  an  individual, 
what  you  are  interested  in,  and  how 
you  spend  your  time.  You  will  gain 
skills  and  experience,  increase  your 
networks  and  have  direct  exposure 
to  different  career  areas.  As  you 
will  see,  volunteering  makes  a  lot  of 
career  sense. 

Learn  New  Skills  and  Show  Off 
the  Skills  You  Already  Have 

The  world  of  work  is  constantly 
changing  and  therefore  there  will 
always  be  new  skills  that  you  will 
need  to  learn.  Volunteering  gives 
you  a  chance  to  sharpen  the  skills 
you  already  possess  and  acquire 
new  ones  that  can  help  with  your 
career  development. 

Gain  More  Experience  to  Put  on 
Your  Resume 

Most  employers  look  for  relevant 


practical  experience  on  an  appli- 
cant's resume.  Sometimes  it  can  be 
challenging  to  gain  that  experience  if 
you  are  unable  to  get  hired  without 
it.  Practical  experience  does  not 
translate  into  paid  work  experience. 
Experience  comes  from  all  areas  of 
life,  including  volunteer  work. 

Meet  People  and  Make  Important 
Connections  That  May  Help  You 
Get  Work 

Over  68%  of  jobs  are  found  through 
personal  contacts  and  networking. 
Every  new  person  you  meet  repre- 
sents a  potential  lead  to  new  career 
opportunities  and  becomes  a  part  of 
your  network.  The  connections  you 
make  through  your  volunteer  work 
may  turn  into  paid  opportunities. 
Volunteering  creates  opportunities 
for  you  to  market  your  skills  directly 
to  potential  employers.  It  puts  you  in 
contact  with  individuals  in  your  area 
of  interest  allowing  those  networks 
to  begin  to  snowball.  All  it  takes  is 
one  good  contact  to  get  it  rolling. 

Try  Out  Career  Ideas  by  Working 
in  Fields  That  Interest  You 

Volunteering  gives  you  a  chance  to 
explore  different  occupations,  to 
meet  people  directly  involved  in  the 
career  area  and  be  exposed  to  its 
challenges  and  rewards.  Volunteer- 
ing in  a  career  area  of  interest  is  an 
excellent  way  to  get  a  feel  for  the 


workplace  culture  and  environment 
associated  with  that  career.  Along 
with  exploring  your  current  inter- 
ests, you  may  be  exposed  to  new 
interests  that  you've  never  consid- 
ered. Translate  your  interests  into 
actions  and  thus  learning  opportuni- 
ties. If  you're  thinking  about  a  career 
transition,  volunteering  can  help 
you  take  the  transferable  skills  you 
already  have  and  customize  them  for 
your  new  area  of  interest. 

Everyone  can  volunteer;  the  chal- 
lenge is  finding  the  volunteer  role 
that's  right  for  you.  To  help  find 
that  match,  check  out  some  of  the 
websites  listed  below  including  the 
Career  Centre's  online  volunteer 
postings.  By  helping  others,  you  can 
help  yourself  build  career  skills  and 
experience. 

University  of  Toronto 
Career  Centre 

www.  careers,  utoronto.  ca 

Volunteer  Centre 
of  Toronto 

www.  volunteertoronto.  on.ca 

Charity  Village 

www.  charity  village,  com 


Reading  Week  Experience 
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You've  done  some  thinking  and  have 
some  ideas  about  your  career  plans. 
How  do  you  discover  what  it's  really 
like  to  be  working  in  the  field?  What 
are  the  best  parts  of  the  career;  what 
are  the  downsides;  what  qualifica- 
tions are  needed;  and  what  are  the 
prospects? 

Would  it  help  if  you  could  meet  with 
someone  who  is  currently  working  in 
the  field?  You  can!  Consider  partici- 
pating in  the  Extern  Career  Explora- 
tion Program  and  meet  with  people 
who  are  working  in  your  preferred 
career  path. 

Here's  what  last  year's  participants 
said  about  their  Extern  experience. 

Extern  program  is  definitely  one  of  the 
best  programs  at  UofT. 
— A  student  placed  with  an  econo- 
mist 

This  program  broadens  your  view  in 
terms  of  how  and  what  you  learned  in 
school  is  related  to  industry  practice. 
— A  student  placed  with  a  structural 
engineer  in  the  aerospace 

The  Extern  program  really  helped  me 


have  a  sense  of  direction  in  my  career 
path. 

— A  student  placed  with  a  corporate 
lawyer  in  a  large  law  firm. 

/  learned  the  real  world  experience  of 
working  in  a  financial  industry. 
— A  student  placed  in  a  business- 
banking  centre. 

Are  there  limits  to  what  career  areas 
you  can  select?  No.  The  Extern  pro- 
gram will  attempt  to  find  a  sponsor 
for  you  in  any  career  area.  Each  year, 
there  are  many  unique  requests. 
Last  year  a  student  was  interested 
in  shadowing  a  wedding  planner. 
She  was  able  to  visit  the  planner's 
office  and  go  to  a  wedding  with  her 
sponsor.  Her  experience  "gave  (her) 
clear  and  direct  instruction  on  how 
to  become  a  wedding  planner." 

The  Extern  Program  arranges 
one-to  five-day  sponsor  matches  for 
hundreds  of  University  of  Toronto 
students  every  year  during  reading 
week  and  the  week  after  final  exams 
in  May. 

If  you're  interested  in  the  Extern  pro- 
gram, please  submit  your  completed 


Extern  application  form  (available  at 
the  Career  Centre  or  online  at  www/ 
careers. utoronto.ca)  and  an  updated 
resume  by  the  deadline  date  and  sign 
up  for  your  Extern  Intake  interview. 

Once  we  have  found  a  sponsor  for 
you,  we  will  help  you  make  the  most 
out  of  your  experience  through  our 
popular  Extern  briefing  sessions. 
Students  who  attended  last  year's 
briefing  sessions  said,  "1  felt  that 
briefing  session  was  very  beneficial, 
not  only  for  the  placement  but  for 
future  interviews." 

To  find  out  more  about  the  Extern 
program,  visit  the  Career  Centre  in 
person  or  online.  Start  exploring 
your  career  options  now!  «^ 

Extern  Program  Date 

February  16  -  20  2004 
May  10  -  14,  2004 

Application  Deadline 

October  24,  2003 
February  25,  2004 
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Identify  Work 
Opportunities 


are  the  Jobs? 


It  has  been  estimated  that  over  68/6  of  jobs  are 
not  advertised.  Looicing  for  woric  takes  a  lot  of 
research,  a  generous  helping  of  persistence  and 
a  little  bit  of  luck.  Once  you  decide  on  the  type  of 
work  you  want  to  do,  it's  time  to  identify  where 
you  want  to  work.  Bear  in  mind  that  similar  work 
may  be  performed  in  a  variety  of  settings  (e.g. 
an  accountant  can  work  in  a  hospital,  factory,  or 
financial  institution).  Therefore,  it  is  important 
for  you  to  give  some  thought  to  the  type  of  work 
environment  or  corporate  culture  that  appeals 
to  you.  How  do  you  find  this  information?  Below 
is  an  outline  of  how  to  go  about  your  research. 
It  includes  a  list  of  resources  found  in  both  the 
Career  Centre's  Career  Resource  Library  and 
on  the  Internet  that  can  assist  you  with  your 
research. 

1.  TARGET 

Begin  your  research  with  the  Career  Resource 
Library  catalogue  available  on  site  or  through 
our  website  www.careers.utoronto.ca.  The 
subject-heading  index  will  help  identify  indus- 
try-specific and  general  employer  directories. 
Use  these  directories  to  generate  a  target  list  of 
companies  that  interest  you. 

Some  of  the  more  popular  directories  are: 

•  Canada  Student  Employment  Guide 

Profiles  companies  with  indexes  of  skill  types 
and  programs  of  study. 

•  Contact  Toronto 

Profiles  top  ranked  employers  in  the  Greater 
Toronto  area. 

•  Scott's  Directories 

Regional  directories  of  Canadian  companies 
(e.g.,  Scott's  Ontario);  lists  company  locations, 
company  products,  number  of  employees 
and  contact  names. 

•  Canada's  Top  100  Employers 

Provides  information  that  cannot  be  found 
in  an  annual  report.  Gives  a  history  of  the 
organization,  a  glimpse  of  the  working  envi- 
ronment, and  special  benefits  offered  to 
employees. 

You  can  also  access  de-listed  or  filled  postings 
for  organizations  that  hired  in  the  past.  These 
delisted  postings  are  helpful  in  showing  what 
skills  employers  look  for,  the  qualifications 
needed  for  a  position,  and  the  salary  range 
available. 


2.  RESEARCH 

One  of  the  best  ways  to  prepare  yourself 


and  impress  employers  is  to  take  the  time  to 
research  their  organization.  The  extra  effort  will 
be  evident  in  your  application  package  (e.g.,  cov- 
ering letter/resume  or  CACEE  form)  and  during 
your  interview.  When  doing  your  research,  look 
for  information  on  the  company's  ownership, 
organizational  structure,  activities,  products 
and  services,  industry  links,  market  size  and 
future  plans. 

The  library  has  a  collection  of  organizational 
files  in  which  you  will  find  annual  reports  or 
promotional  literature.  Many  companies  prefer 
to  use  websites  to  distribute  their  information. 
This  not  only  saves  in  printing  and  distribution 
costs,  but  it  is  also  an  efficient  way  of  ensuring 
that  the  most  current  information  is  available.  If 
you  do  not  have  the  company's  website  address, 
use  any  of  the  popular  search  engines  such  as 
Google  or  Alta  Vista  and  enter  the  company 
name.  Other  useful  websites  include: 

•  CACEE's  Work  web 
www.cacee.com 

Profiles  of  employers  who  are  members  of  the 
Canadian  Association  of  Career  Educators 
and  Employers  (CACEE).  Particularly  help- 
ful for  graduating  students  using  the  Career 
Centre's  employment  services. 

•  Charity  Village 

www.charityvillage.com  infor- 
mation about  not-for-profit  agencies  (e.g., 
social  services,  art  and  cultural  organiza- 
tions). Includes  job  postings  and  news  about 
what  is  going  on  in  the  social  services  . 

•  Government  of  Canada 
www.canada.gc.ca 

Great  site  for  information  on  federal  gov- 
ernment departments  or  related  agencies. 
Includes  annual  reports,  organizational  infor- 
mation and  email  addresses. 

•  Government  of  Ont£irio 
www.gov.on.ca 

Provincial  government  ministry  information. 
Also  links  to  municipal  government  websites 


3.  WHAT'S  "OUT  THERE" 

It  is  important  to  know  about  not  only  the  organi- 
zation but  also  the  industry  in  which  it  is  found. 
Use  a  variety  of  sources  when  gathering  informa- 
tion to  avoid  a  biased  point  of  view.  To  assist 
you  with  this  background  reading,  the  Career 
Resource  Library  maintains  Industry  Files  that 
contain  clippings  from  the  daily  newspapers  and 
magazines.  These  are  a  great  source  of  informa- 
tion on  the  major  events  that  are  affecting  and 


shaping  each  industry.  See  also: 

•  Industry  Csinada 

http://strategis.ic.gc.ca 

A  very  good  resource  for  Canadian  company 
and  industry  information.  Although  it  is  a  bit 
difficult  to  access  initially,  it  is  well  worth  the 
effort. 

•  Canada  Newswire 

www.  newswire.  ca 

Allows  you  to  search  for  articles  by  company 
or  industry,  also  has  a  great  feature  that  pro- 
vides company  snapshots 

•  CDROMSviaUTUnk 
http://www.library.utoronto.  ca/ 
resources/index.html 

ABl/lnform  and  Canadian  Business  and  Cur- 
rent Affairs  (CBCA)  CDROM  databases  can 
help  you  locate  articles  about  companies. 

There  are  also  many  books  on  trends,  salary 
surveys  and  company  rankings  in  the  Identify- 
ing Work  Opportunities  section  of  the  Career 
Resource  Library.  Websites  that  complement 
these  resources  include: 

•  Job  Futures 
http://jobfutures.ca 

Provides  statistical  information  profiling  the 
current  labour  market  (including  salaries)  as 
well  as  projecting  future  prospects  for  each 
occupation. 

•  Toronto  HRDC 

http://www.on.hrdcdrhc.gc.ca/ 
english/offices/toronto/lmi/ 
local_lmi_e.  shtml 

Contains  good  information  on  current  indus- 
try trends,  including  Toronto  Wagebook,  with 
salaries  by  occupation. 

•  Statistics  Canada 
www.statcan.ca 

Contains  census  information  and  economic 
reports. 


4.  NETWORK  FOR  CONTACTS 

By  getting  an  insider's  perspective  on  an  orga- 
nization, its  ethics,  its  mission,  and  its  culture, 
(information  that  you  cannot  find  in  print),  you 
will  be  able  to  judge  more  accurately  if  this  work- 
place is  a  good  fit  for  you.  Start  by  conducting  an 
informational  interview,  where  your  focus  is  on 
seeking  information  about  an  occupation,  orga- 
nization, or  industry.  The  Networking  Binder, 
located  in  the  Career  Resource  Library,  can  help 
you.  This  directory  contains  many  contacts  from 
a  broad  range  of  occupations  who  have  already 
agreed  to  meet  with  University  of  Toronto  stu- 
dents for  informational  interviews.  The  Career 
Resource  Library  also  has  videos  and  print 


materials  to  assist  you. 

•  Career  Cruising 

A  web-based  resource  containing  interviews 
with  individuals  in  over  450  career  areas 

•  Information  Interviewing:  What  it  is 
and  How  to  Use  it  in  Your  Career 

A  publication  that  shows  you  how  to  organize 
your  networking  and  provides  sample  ques- 
tions 


5.  CREATE  YOUR  OWN  JOB 

Small  businesses  are  the  largest  growing  sector 
in  today's  economy.  Think  about  creating  your 
own  work  opportunity  by  starting  a  small  busi- 
ness. The  Business  Ownership  section  in  the 
Career  Resource  Library  offers  information  on 
starting  up  and  financing,  as  well  as  advice  on 
how  to  run  your  own  business.  See  also: 

•  Canadian  Youth  Business  Foun- 
dation 

www.cybf.ca 

For  youths  18-29,  this  foundation  provides 
mentoring,  funding  and  networking  opportu- 
nities. The  web  site  has  great  links  to  all  kinds 
of  business-related  resources. 

•  Canadian  Business  Service 
Centre 

www.cbsc.org 

Lists  business-related  programs  and  services 
as  well  as  regulations.  Most  useful  is  the  full 
text  publication  that  provides  information  on 
developing  a  business  plan,  marketing  and 
exporting.  ^ 
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For  assistance  in  your  work  search, 
please  ask  at  the  Library  Refer- 
ence Desk.  Our  knowledgeable  and 
friendly  staff  can  help  you  with  your 
research. 


Information  Sessions 


Why  attend  an  information 
session? 

Information  sessions  give  employ- 
ers a  chance  to  promote  their 
business  and  meet  and  interview 
candidates.  For  students,  infor- 
mation sessions  are  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  gather  informa- 
tion about  a  company  and  make 
contacts.  It  is  also  a  chance  to  tell 
recruiters  about  your  qualifica- 
tions and  show  that  you  are  genu- 
inely interested  in  the  company. 


The  information  you  gather  can 
also  help  you  decide  whether  or 
not  to  pursue  employment  with 
the  organization.  Many  employers 
will  not  consider  you  for  an  interview 
unless  you  attend  their  information 
session. 

What  if  I  don't  plan  to 
apply? 

If  you  are  interested  in  the  com- 
pany, but  not  the  positions  they  are 
advertising,  attend  the  information 


session  anyway.  Recruiters  appre- 
ciate meeting  any  students  with  an 
interest  in  their  organization  and 
may  be  able  to  tell  you  about  open- 
ings in  other  areas  of  the  company. 
Ask  the  recruiter  about  opportuni- 
ties related  to  your  career  interests 
and  find  out  how  to  apply. 

What  can  1  expect? 

The  information  session  will 
start  with  a  presentation  by  the 
employer.  The  presentation  usu- 


ally includes  an  overview  of  the 
company  and  specific  information 
about  the  positions  advertised  at 
the  Career  Centre.  A  group  Q&A 
session  usually  follows  the  presen- 
tation. Many  companies  will  serve 
food  and  drink  after  the  presenta- 
tion and  the  question  period.  At 
this  point  in  the  session,  students 
have  a  chance  to  speak  with  com- 
pany recruiters  individually  or  in 
small  groups. 


What  do  I  say? 

During  the  Q&A  period,  ask  about 
things  that  are  relevant  to  every- 
one. For  example,  you  might  ask 
about  the  future  direction  of  the 
company  or  the  typical  career  path 
for  entry-level  candidates.  Make 
sure  that  you  don't  ask  for  informa- 
tion that  you  could  get  by  doing 
some  basic  research. 

During  the  mingling  part  of  the  ses- 
sion, you  have  the  opportunity  to 
talk  one-on-one  with  a  recruiter. 
Now  is  the  time  to  ask  questions 
that  show  you  have  researched 

Continued  on  page  6 
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Information  Days 
2003:  Plan  to  attend! 


Career  information  Days  2003 

Confirmed  Participants  as  of  September  12,  2003  (subject  to  change) 


This  year  the  Career  Centre, 
AIESEC-Toronto  and  the  Engi- 
neering Career  Office  have  joined 
together  to  host  Career  Informa- 
tion Days  2003  on  September  23 
and  Engineering  and  Technology 
Day  on  September  25.  Both  days 
will  be  held  in  the  East  and  West 
Halls  and  Croft  Chapter  House 
of  University  College  on  the  St. 
George  campus  from  11:00  a.m. 
until  3:00  p.m.  Whether  you 
are  in  engineering,  commerce, 
computer  science,  arts  or  sci- 
ence, you  won't  want  to  miss 
this  event.  And,  if  you  are  in  your 
first,  second,  third  or  graduating 
year,  you  too  won't  want  to  miss 
this  event! 

Who  will  be  there? 

•  A  variety  of  public  and  private 
sector  employers  will  be  in  atten- 
dance each  day.  Check  the  Career 
Centre  website  for  an  updated  list 
of  organizations  attending  and 
specific  information  on  most  of 
these  organizations. 

Why  should  1  go? 

•  Career  Information  Days  2003 
are  often  the  first  step  towards 
learning  about  opportunities 
within  a  variety  of  organizations. 
This  is  your  chance  to  find  out 
about  career  paths  within  these 
organizations,  discover  what 
skills  they  look  for  in  prospective 
candidates,  and  see  if  they  offer 
summer  employment  or  entry- 
level  positions  for  graduating 
students.  Many  will  follow  up  this 
event  by  advertising  their  posi- 
tions at  the  Career  Centre. 

I'm  not  a  commerce  or 
engineering  student. 
Would  any  of  the  orga- 
nizations want  to  speak 
with  me? 

•  Absolutely!  We  have  invited  a 
cross  section  of  employers  from 
various  industries.  Many  wish 
to  speak  with  arts  and  science 
students.  To  see  who  is  coming 
and  which  students  they  hope  to 
speak  with,  please  visit  our  web- 
site at  www.careers.utoronto.ca 
and  go  to  the  "What's  New"  sec- 
tion. 

How  should  1  prepare  for 
Career  Information  Days 
2003? 

1.  Attend  the  seminar  Maximize 
Your  Results  From  Career  Infor- 
mation Days.  For  dates,  times, 
and  registration  for  this  seminar, 
please  visit  the  Career  Centre's 
website  and  go  to  "What's  New." 

2.  Go  to  our  website  and  review 
the  tips  and  company  profiles 
of  the  organizations  that  will  be 
participating  (also  found  in  the 
"What's  New"  section). 

3.  View  the  video  How  to  Make  a 
Job  Fair  Work  for  You,  available  in 
our  Career  Resource  Library. 

What  is  the  best  day  to 
attend? 

•  There  are  dozens  of  different 
organizations  attending  each  day! 


Come  every  day  and  arrive  early 
to  beat  the  crowds. 

What  will  attending 
Career  Information 
Days  2003  do  for  me? 

•  You  will  learn  about  specific 
work  opportunities;  the  skills  and 
experience  sought  by  employers 
for  various  occupations;  poten- 
tial opportunities  for  volunteer 
work;  and  full-time,  part-time  or 
summer  employment. 

How  can  I  promote  myself 
to  the  employers  attend- 
ing Career  Information 
Days  2003? 

•  Prepare  a  one-minute  state- 
ment about  yourself,  highlight- 
ing your  skills,  experiences, 
interests,  and  career  objectives. 
Prepare  specific  questions  to  ask 
the  representatives.  Don't  come 
unprepared  to  meet  potential 
employers.  Treat  each  encounter 
as  a  possible  screening  inter- 
view. 

What  should  I  wear  to 
Career  Information  Days 
2003? 

•  Dress  to  impress!  Let  them  see 
you  as  a  potential  employee.  That 
means  leaving  your  jeans  at  home 
and  dressing  appropriately. 

Should  I  bring  a  resume? 

•  While  this  event  is  not  a  job 
fair,  some  representatives  may 
ask  to  see  your  resume.  Check 
out  our  website  to  see  if  the  orga- 
nizations you  plan  to  contact  are 
requesting  a  resume. 

Remember,  this  is  your  chance  to 
learn  about  today's  job  market. 

So  plan,  prepare  and  practise! 


Tuesday,  September  23 

AEON  CORPORATION 

AMERICAN  EXPRESS  (AMEX)  CANADA  INC. 

BANK  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA  (THE) 

BELAIR  DIRECT 

BMO  FINANCIAL  GROUP 

CANADIAN  FORCES 

CANADIAN  TIRE  CORPORATION  LIMITED 
CASINO  NIAGARA 
CGA  ONTARIO 

DAIMLERCHRYSLER  SERVICES  CANADA  INC. 
DISCOUNT  CAR  &  TRUCK  RENTALS  LTD. 
ENTERPRISE  RENT-A-CAR 
G  &  K  SERVICES  CANADA  INC. 
MANAGEMENT  BOARD  SECRETARIAT 
MERCK  FROSST  CANADA  LTD. 


NOVARTIS  PHARMACEUTICALS  CANADA  INC. 
OKLAHOMA  MEDICAL  RESEARCH  FOUNDATION 
PHARMAHORIZONS.COM 
PIZZA  PIZZA  LIMITED 

PUBUC  SERVICE  COMMISSION  OF  CANADA 

RBC  FINANICAL  GROUP 

ROUGE  VALLEY  HEALTH  SYSTEM 

STATE  FARM  INSURANCE 

SYNNEX  CANADA  LIMITED 

TD  BANK  FINANCIAL  GROUP 

TORONTO  FIRE  SERVICES 

TORONTO  POUCE  SERVICE 

TRAVEL  CUTS 

TRICELL  COMMUNICATIONS,  ROGER'S  AT  &  T 
WOMEN  IN  LEADERSHIP  FOUNDATION 


Engineering  &  Information  Technology 
Career  Information  Day 

Thursday,  September  25 


ABC  GROUP  INC. 

ACCENTURE 

AECON 

ALTERA  CORPORATION 
ANALOG  DEVICES,  INC. 
ATI  TECHNOLOGIES 
BOMBARDIER  INC. 
CANADIAN  FORCES 

CANADIAN  TIRE  CORPORATION  UMITED 
CASEWARE  INTERNATIONAL  INC. 
CGI  INC. 

DORTEC  INDUSTRIES 
ENBRIDGE 

EPSON  CANADA  LTD. 
FM  GLOBAL 

GENNUM  CORPORATION 

HATCH 

HONEYWELL 

HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY 

HUSKY  INJECTION  MOLDING  SYSTEMS  LTD. 

HYDRO  ONE  NETWORK  INC. 

IBM  CANADA  LTD. 


IMPERIAL  OIL  LIMITED 
KOEI  CANADA  INC. 
LOBLAW  COMPANIES  EAST 
MCKINSEY  &  COMPANY 
MD  ROBOTICS 
MESSIER-DOWTY  INC. 

MICHELIN  NORTH  AMERICA  (CANADA)  INC. 
MICROSOFT 

MORRISON  HERSHFIELD  LIMITED 
ONTARIO  MINISTRY  OF  TRANSPORTATION 
ONTARIO  POWER  GENERATION 
PEPSI  BOTTLING  GROUP  (THE) 
RESEARCH  IN  MOTION 

SNC-LAVAUN  ENGINEERS  &  CONSTRUCTORS  INC. 
STANTEC  CONSULTING  LTD. 
SYMCOR  INC. 

TSH  (TOTTEN  SIMS  HUBICKI  ASSOCIATES) 

URS  CANADA  INC. 

VOICEGENIE  TECHNOLOGIES  INC. 

WOMEN  IN  LEADERSHIP  FOUNDATION 

WORKBRAIN 

YOLLES 


Are  you  looking  f  Ol 

a  lO 

or 

m  "S^  m 

an  experience? 

experience  TD  Bank  Financial  Gr 


At  TD  Bank  Financial  Group,  we're  constantly  striving  to  be  where  banking  is  going.  That's  the  bottom 
line.  To  succeed,  we  need  people  like  you  -  people  who  want  to  join  a  successful  organization  and  find 
their  place  to  make  a  difference.  Our  key  businesses  -  Personal  and  Commercial  Banking  (includes  TD 
Canada  Trust,  TD  Commercial  Banking),  Wealth  Management  (includes  TD  Waterhouse,  TD  Asset 
Management),  and  Wholesale  Bank  (including  TD  Securities)  -  are  great  places  to  build  your  experience. 


for  info:  www.td.com/experience 

to  apply:  visit  your  career  services  centre 


Bank  Financial  Group 
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Market  Yourself 
for  Today's  Workpl 


GRADUATING  this  Year?  Get  Ready,  Get 
Started;  Get  an  Edge  in  the  Wori<  Search! 


If  you  are  graduating  in  the  spring  or  fall  of 
2004,  the  Career  Centre  has  a  special  service  to 
help  you  meet  your  career  needs.  The  Graduat- 
ing Students  Employment  Service  (GSES)  is 
designed  to  show  students  how  to  develop  a 
powerful  self-marketing  plan  that  gets  results. 
Since  many  organizations  continue  to  visit  the 
University  of  Toronto  to  recruit  graduating  stu- 
dents, the  value  of  a  strategy  is  self-evident. 

The  Graduating  Students  Employment  Service 
offers  you  the  following: 

•  Advice  on  how  to  find  employment  based  on 
your  skills,  interests,  and  experience 

•  Hundreds  of  employment  listings  for  students 
graduating  in  the  year  2004 

•  Numerous  information  sessions  hosted  by 
employers  from  different  industries 

•  Access  to  dozens  of  employers  at  Career  Infor- 
mation Days  2003  (September  23,  and  25) 

•  CACEE  form  and  resume  critiques  (an  appli- 
cation form  requested  by  many  employers 
recruiting  the  graduating  class) 

•  Home-country  recruitment  opportunities 

All  ttiis  becomes  available  to  you  starting  September 
2,  so  register  early!  To  join  the  GSES,  register 
online  (www.careers.utoronto.ca),  attend  an 
Orientation  Session,  and  then  visit  the  Career 


Centre  for  your  identification  number  and  infor- 
mation kit.  This  will  be  one  of  the  only  times  in 
your  job-hunting  career  when  employers  are 
marketing  themselves  to  you  instead  of  the 
other  way  around! 

Get  an  Edge!  Develop  a  Self- Mar- 
keting Plan 

In  order  to  be  successful  in  the  GSES,  or  in  any 
work  search,  it  is  important  to  develop  a  self- 
marketing  strategy.  This  will  keep  you  consis- 
tent and  confident  in  your  work  search.  It  will 
be  the  key  factor  that  turns  resumes  into  inter- 
views and  interviews  into  employment  offers. 


Step  One:  Know  Who  You  Are  and 
What  You  Want  to  Do 

Evaluate  who  you  are  and  what  you  want  to  do 
in  your  personal,  professional,  and  volunteer 
activities.  What  energizes  you?  What  are  your 
strengths?  What  are  your  core  values?  How  do 
you  handle  change?  Analyze  your  skills,  experi- 
ences, and  knowledge.  Translate  your  academic, 
extracurricular,  volunteer,  summer,  and  part- 
time  experiences  into  marketable  skills  and  be 


able  to  summarize  them  within  30  seconds.  Do 
you  know  what  you  want?  Every  good  plan  has 
a  specific  goal  or  objective.  Once  you  are  able  to 
articulate  what  you  are  looking  for,  the  rest  of 
your  plan  will  fall  into  place. 

Step  Two:  Research,  Research, 
Research! 

Determine  where  your  skills  fit  into  the  labour 
market  by  researching  the  needs  of  employers 
and  developing  a  list  of  potential  employers. 
Understanding  the  employment  market  is  an 
important  skill  to  develop,  since  the  world 
of  work  continues  to  change  at  a  rapid  rate. 
Open  doors  for  yourself  by  learning  what  those 
changes  are,  what  the  major  factors  are  that 
affect  them,  and  how  to  capitalize  on  them. 
Being  "lucky"  in  a  work  search  often  has  much 
to  do  with  how  prepared  you  are  to  grasp  an 
opportunity. 

Step  Three:  Make  Your  Mission 
Possible 

Outline  your  strategies — an  action  plan  will 
help  you  determine  what  you  are  going  to  do 


each  day  and  how  you  will  manage  your  time. 
It  will  also  help  you  assess  and  evaluate  your 
work  search  to  ensure  that  you  are  working 
efficiently  toward  meeting  your  goals,  both 
short-term  and  long-term. 

Step  Four:  Show  and  Tell 

Mark  Swartz,  author  of  Get  Wired,  You're  Hired, 
advises,  "In  order  to  catch  a  fox,  you  must  first 
think  like  a  fox.  In  order  to  get  employers  inter- 
ested in  you,  first  put  yourself  in  their  shoes." 
Demonstrate  how  your  skills  and  experience 
can  translate  into  solutions  and  benefits  for 
an  organization.  Your  resume  and  covering 
letter  are  snapshots  of  what  you  have  to  offer 
an  employer.  Invest  the  necessary  time  and 
effort  in  order  to  create  an  application  that  gets 
results. 


Step  Five:  The  Balancing  Act 

Remember  also  to  balance  your  employment 
search  with  other  aspects  of  your  life — manage 
the  stress  that  may  come  with  your  employ- 
ment search.  Keep  your  spirits  up  and  remain 
motivated  so  that  you  can  approach  employers 
with  confidence  and  enthusiasm! 


Employer  Information  Sessions 


Continued  from  page  4 

the  company  thoroughly  and  are  aware  of 
industry  trends.  Also  be  ready  to  talk  about 
why  you  are  interested  in  the  company  and 
the  position.  When  you  end  your  conversa- 
tion with  recruiters,  thank  them  for  their 
time  and  ask  them  for  a  business  card.  If  you 
have  one  of  your  own,  offer  it.  Try  to  speak 
to  several  recruiters,  because  they  will  often 
discuss  their  impressions  of  students  after 
the  session. 

Do  1  need  to  follow  up? 

Generally,  companies  hold  information  ses- 
sions a  few  days  before  their  applications 
are  due.  In  this  case,  you  will  not  have  time 
to  send  a  thank-you  letter  to  the  recruit- 
ers before  you  submit  your  application. 
Instead,  you  can  mention  in  your  covering 
letter  that  you  attended  the  information  ses- 
sion; include  the  name  of  the  recruiter  you 
spoke  to  and  any  relevant  information  you 
gathered. 

HOW  TO  PREPARE 

•  Read  the  Graduating  Students  Employ- 
ment Service  (GSES)  postings  carefully. 

•  Research  the  company  thoroughly. 

•  Prepare  questions  to  ask  in  the  group  and 
with  individual  recruiters. 

•  Prepare  a  30-second  "commercial"  outlin- 
ing your  skills,  and  practise  with  a  friend. 


ETIQUETTE  TIPS 

•  Be  punctual.  Arriving  late  will  disrupt  the 
session. 

•  Dress   in   business   attire,   unless  the 


employer  specifies  casual  dress. 

•  Don't  monopolize  a  recruiter's  time;  know 
when  to  move  on. 

•  When  you  end  a  conversation,  be  sure  to 
thank  the  recruiter  and  ask  for  a  business 
card. 

•  Don't  ask  a  recruiter  how  to  apply;  you 
should  already  know. 

•  When  you  ask  a  question,  listen  carefully 
to  the  recruiter's  response. 

Wfien  food  and  drink  is  served: 

•  Don't  take  any  food  until  the  employer 
invites  you  to  do  so. 

•  Don't  take  food  during  the  employer's  pre- 
sentation. 

•  Take  small  portions,  rather  than  loading 
your  plate. 

•  Skip  the  alcoholic  beverages. 

•  Never  take  food  and  then  leave  the  infor- 
mation session! 


MBA  EMPLOYER  INFORMA- 
TION SESSIONS 

The  MBA  Career  Development  Centre  also 
organizes  information  sessions  for  employ- 
ers and  sometimes  invites  undergraduates 
to  attend.  These  sessions  differ  from  GSES 
Information  Sessions  in  the  following  ways: 

•  You  must  sign  up  for  the  session  through 
the  Commerce  Program  on  your  campus. 

•  Business  attire  is  always  mandatory. 


Adapted  from  the  MBA  Career  Development 
Centre,  Rotman  School  of  Business. 


to  Market 
Yourself  on  a  Resume 


Think  of  the  resume  as  your  personal  market- 
ing brochure.  The  purpose  of  the  resume  is  to 
provide  the  potential  employer  with  relevant 
information  about  yourself  so  that  you  will  be 
called  in  for  an  interview. 

Writing  a  relevant  and  targeted  resume  is  a  skill 
in  itself.  So,  before  you  begin  to  put  fingers  to 
keyboard  to  compose  the  resume, 

1.  Stop 

Think  about  what  you  have  to  offer  an  employer. 
You  are  a  hard  worker,  persistent,  and  tenacious, 
and  you  have  a  good  sense  of  humour!  You  know 
what  you  want  out  of  work  and  the  kind  of  envi- 
ronment best  suited  for  you.  But  how  do  you 
capture  the  real  you  on  a  resume  and  covering 
letter?  How  do  you  capture  the  essence  of  you 
under  headings  like  Objective,  Education,  Work 
Experience,  Activities,  and  Interests? 

2.  Assess  Your  Strengths 

Assess  how  you  are  going  to  support  what  you 
bring  to  the  workplace.  Consider  the  most  rel- 
evant of  all  the  skills  and  qualities  you  have  to 
the  job  for  which  you  are  applying. 

3.  Start  Typing 

Draft  a  resume,  or  if  you  already  have  one,  look  at 
it  again  with  critical  eyes.  (For  resume  samples, 
visit  the  Career  Centre  Resource  Library.) 

Appearance 

Does  your  resume  look  professional? 
Does  it  look  crowded? 

What  jumps  off  the  page  at  you?  Is  that  what  you 
want  to  jump  out  at  you? 


Content 

Does  it  showcase  the  skills  and  qualities  you 
have  that  relate  to  the  area  in  which  you  are 
looking  for  work? 

Are  the  skills  evident,  or  are  they  hidden  in  the 
body  of  the  resume? 

Presentation 

Are  the  words  used  in  your  resume  action 
words?  Examples:  programmed,  coordinated, 
developed 

Is  it  easy  to  read  and  does  it  have  a  consistent 
format? 

Is  the  type  of  resume  you  have  selected  suitable 
for  portraying  your  strengths  and  goals? 
Is  it  free  of  typos,  spelling,  punctuation,  and 
grammatical  errors? 

Just  to  Be  Sure . . . 

•  Visit  the  Career  Centre  to  have  your  resume 
critiqued. 

•  Have  a  friend  look  it  over  for  typos  and  gram- 
matical errors. 

•  Get  someone  in  the  field  you  are  targeting  to 
give  you  some  feedback. 

•  Attend  the  workshop  Resumes  and  Covering 
Letters. 

•  Set  up  an  appointment  with  the  Resume  Clinic 
to  have  your  resume  revised. 

If  your  resume  passes  all  the  critical  tests, 
it  is  ready  to  represent  you  to  a  prospective 
employer.  In  other  words,  it  is  now  ready  to 
go  public!  If  your  resume  works  well,  it  will  get 
you  to  the  job  interview.  Then  it  is  up  to  you  to 
deliver  in  the  interview,  the  stellar  promise  of 
your  resume.  ^ 
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COVERING  Letters: 

"Wrapping"  your  resume  attractively 


We've  all  heard  that  expression,  "you  don't 
get  a  second  chance  to  make  a  good  first 
impression."  This  is  especially  true  for  the 
covering  letter  because  it  often  represents 
your  first  contact  with  the  employer  and 
is  read  before  the  resume.  To  use  an  anal- 
ogy, think  of  the  times  you've  been  excited 
about  opening  a  gift  that  is  attractively 
wrapped  compared  with  when  you  were 
confronted  with  opening  a  plain  box.  The 
covering  letter,  if  created  effectively,  entices 
and  motivates  the  employer  to  read  on  and 
examine  your  resume  with  serious  inter- 
est. A  common  mistake  many  people  make, 
however,  is  packaging  their  resume  in  a 
"dull  box"  by  sending  a  very  generic  letter 
that  cools  any  employer's  interest.  So  take 
the  time  to  create  that  impressive  covering 
letter,  because  the  results  are  well  worth 
your  effort.  Here  are  some  guidelines  that 
will  help  you  through  this  process: 


Creating  the  Impression 

Using  the  same  analogy  of  a  gift,  before  you 
buy  a  present,  your  first  step  is  to  ask,  "What 
do  they  want?"  Similarly,  ask  yourself  what 
an  employer  would  want  to  see  in  the  cover- 
ing letter.  Draw  on  all  the  research  you  have 
conducted  on  the  organization  and  position 
to  get  an  idea  of  the  employer's  needs.  Use 
the  covering  letter  to  highlight  how  your 
skills  and  experiences  can  answer  those 
needs,  provide  solutions  to  their  problems, 
and  make  an  immediate  contribution  to  the 
organization.  This  will  communicate  a  spe- 
cific, personalized  message,  encouraging  the 
employer  to  read  your  resume  and  invite  you 
for  an  interview.  The  following  format  will 
help  you  achieve  this: 

Introductory  Paragraph 

•  Explain  why  you  are  writing. 

•  Describe  the  position  or  type  of  work  in 


which  you  are  interested  and  how  you 
found  out  about  it  (e.g.,  through  net- 
working or  an  advertisement  posted  on 
the  Career  Centre  website). 

•  Highlight  why  the  employer  would  be 
interested  in  you. 

Middle  Paragraphs 

•  Outline  how  your  skills,  education, 
experiences,  and  achievements  match 
the  employer's  needs.  Give  specific 
examples  of  how  and  where  you've 
demonstrated  these  skills  and  how  they 
relate  to  the  position. 

•  State  your  understanding  of  and  interest 
in  the  organization  and  industry. 

•  Describe  how  you  will  contribute  to  the 
organization. 

Final  Paragraph 

•  Briefly  restate  your  interest  in  the  posi- 
tion and  organization. 

•  Indicate  a  request  for  an  interview  and/ 
or  state  your  intention  to  follow  up  with 
a  phone  call  in  the  near  future. 

•  Thank  the  employer  for  considering 
your  application. 


Fine-tuning 

•  Don't  stand  out  for  the  wrong  reasons — 
check,  recheck,  and  check  again  for  spell- 
ing and  grammar  mistakes;  employers  will 
often  stop  reading  after  they  encounter 
the  first  mistake.  Have  someone  proofread 
it  for  you;  the  computer  doesn't  catch  all 
the  errors, 

•  Avoid  addressing  the  letter,  "To  whom  it 
may  concern."  Find  out  the  name  of  the 
person  to  whom  you  are  sending  the  letter 
and  use  the  correct  spelling  and  title. 

•  Take  some  time  to  assess  what  you've  writ- 
ten: Does  it  meet  the  employer's  needs  and 
objectives?  Is  it  easy  to  follow  and  does  it 
communicate  your  skills  and  strengths 
effectively?  Will  it  convince  the  employer 
to  invite  you  for  an  interview? 

Remember  that  this  letter  represents  you, 
so  let  your  originality  and  uniqueness  come 
through.  It  takes  time  and  practice  to  create 
interesting  yet  succinct  covering  letters.  But 
given  that  employers  receive  so  many  appli- 
cations, it  is  well  worth  the  time  and  effort 
to  ensure  yours  has  the  "best  covering"  and 
stands  out  in  any  pile, 


Tips 

from  the  Experts 


In  preparation  for  your  next  interview,  the 
Career  Centre  surveyed  recruiters  who  came 
on-campus  to  interview  the  graduating  class. 
Not  surprisingly,  we  received  an  overwhelm- 
ing response!  Because  they  know  that  the 
better  prepared  you  are,  the  easier  you  make 
their  job  of  selecting  the  best  candidates  for  a 
second  round  of  interviews. 

We  began  by  surveying  recruiters  from  dif- 
ferent sectors:  accounting,  management 
consulting,  banking/finance,  manufacturing, 
computers,  services,  utilities/  communica- 
tion, and  oil  and  gas.  The  first  question  we 
asked  them  was,  "What  is  the  best  way  to 
prepare  for  an  interview?"  Their  response  was 
unanimous — research  our  company!  Most 
students  show  up  for  interviews  without  first 
checking  the  organization's  website,  reading 
the  available  job  descriptions,  or  attending 
the  company's  information  session.  The  more 
information  students  gather  about  the  organi- 
zation, the  better  off  they'll  be  in  assessing  the 
fit  between  themselves  and  the  company.  After 
all,  while  they're  assessing  you,  you  should  be 
assessing  them.  Don't  waste  their  time  or 


yours;  find  out  as  much  as  you  can  by  asking 
intelligent  questions  during  the  interview  that 
will  help  confirm  your  interest  and  suitability 
for  the  position. 

Employers  also  suggested  that  the  best  way  to 
prepare  for  an  interview  is  to  identify  a  focus 
or  career  objective.  As  one  recruiter  said, 
"We're  not  clairvoyant,  and  we  don't  know 
where  your  interests  and  strength  lie  unless 
you  tell  us."  Having  a  goal  does  not  limit  your 
options  or  chances  for  hire.  Instead,  it  filters 
out  positions  that  would  not  satisfy  you  in  the 
long-term.  If  setting  career  goals  is  a  roadblock 
for  you,  consider  signing  up  for  our  Discover- 
ing Your  Skills  &  Options  workshop. 

We  then  asked  employers,  "What  is  the  biggest 
mistake  students  make  during  the  interview?" 
They  responded  by  saying  that  students  who 
come  to  the  interview  unprepared  commit 
the  greatest  error.  More  specifically,  it  means 
coming  to  the  interview  and  being  surprised 
that  the  interviewer  is  conducting  a  behav- 
ioural description  interview  (BDI)  or  a  case 
interview.   These   interviewing  techniques 


are  common  and  practised  within  industries 
such  as  CA  firms  and  management  consulting 
firms  respectively.  A  prepared  student  would 
know  the  format  preferred  by  the  interviewing 
company  and  would  have  identified  scenarios 
that  demonstrate  the  skill  sets  sought  by  the 
interviewer. 

Employers  also  claim  that  students  who  over- 
sell themselves  leave  a  less  than  favourable 
impression.  It  is  important  to  communicate 
your  qualifications  confidently,  but  don't 
confuse  this  with  a  licence  to  exaggerate  your 
skills  and  experience.  Otherwise,  it  will  have 
damaging  implications  for  both  you  and  the 
hiring  organization;  the  company  will  have 
invested  a  considerable  amount  of  time  and 
money  in  making  a  poor  hiring  decision  and 
you  could  find  yourself  in  a  new  position  that 
is  neither  challenging  nor  motivating.  This  is 
why  so  many  employers  use  the  BDI  or  case 
interview,  as  both  weed  truth  from  fiction. 

On  another  note,  if  overselling  yourself  is  a 
way  of  covering  up  your  nervousness,  relax. 
Employers  are  far  more  sympathetic  to  those 
who  are  nervous  because  they  want  to  make 
a  good  impression.  The  good  news  is  that  the 
more  you  interview,  the  more  comfortable  you 
become  with  the  process. 

Our  final  question  to  employers  was,  "What 


is  the  best  advice  you  can  offer  a  student?" 
Here's  what  they  had  to  say: 

•  Practise,  practise,  practise!  (Schedule 
a  practice  interview  session  offfered  on 
Wednesdays  and  Thursdays.) 

•  Enthusiasm  and  preparation  for  an  inter- 
view go  a  long  way.  If  you  arrive  at  an  inter- 
view and  are  well  versed  on  the  company, 
the  position,  your  interest  in  the  position, 
and  what  you  can  offer,  any  lack  of  work 
experience  you  may  have  can  be  greatly 
compensated  by  your  show  of  enthusiasm 
as  a  future  employee. 

•  You  have  only  a  short  time  to  make  a  good 
impression — don't  talk  too  much,  but  make 
sure  the  interviewer  hears  what  you  feel  are 
your  strong  points. 

•  Companies  look  for  fit  as  well  as  skill  sets, 
so  it  is  important  for  candidates  to  be  true 
to  themselves  and  be  aware  of  their  own 
values  so  that  they  can  check  them  against 
the  values  of  the  company  for  which  they 
are  being  interviewed. 

•  Relax,  do  your  homework  on  the  company, 
and  rehearse. 

•  Be  mindful  of  professional  presence  in  gen- 
eral, and  show  interest  in  the  interview. 

•  Know  what  you  want  and  how  you  plan  to 
get  there. 

And  there  it  is.  Everything  you  need  to  know 
that  will  give  you  the  edge  in  an  interview! 


Manage 
Worklife 


Managing  your  Life  While 
Looi<ing  for  Work 


Managing  your  life  while  looking  for  work 
involves  the  balancing  of  many  priorities.  It 
is  important  that  you  examine  all  aspects  of 
your  life  in  order  to  assess  what  you  need  to 
do  to  improve  your  quality  of  life. 

One  reality  of  today's  workplace  is  that  you 
will  probably  have  three  to  five  careers  within 


your  worklife.  This  will  require  an  continual 
assessment  of  your  skills,  goals,  and  plans  to 
obtain  them.  Remember  that  there  are  vari- 
ous work  arrangements  that  you  may  want  to 
consider  as  you  explore  your  options. 

•  Job  sharing 

•  Temporary  work 

•  Flexible  work  week 


•  Part-time  work 

•  Contract  work 

As  you  think  about  managing  your  life  while 
looking  for  work,  there  are  a  few  things  you 
need  to  consider  in  helping  you  to  reach  your 
goals: 

•  Continuing  education 

•  Skill  development 

•  Updating  your  resume 

•  Continuing  to  look  for  challenges 

•  Assessing  the  marketplace 

•  Self-evaluation,  self-assessment 

•  Time  management 

•  Financial  planning 

•  Stress  management 

Although  looking  for  work  may  not  seem  like 
fun  for  you,  you  can  use  numerous  techniques 
to  alleviate  stress  and  thus  allow  you  to  spend 
your  energy  productively.  Try  to  balance  your 
day  and  your  week  with  structured  activities 
around  your  work,  with  less  structured 
activities  for  pleasure.  Incorporate  as  much 
balance  into  your  week  as  possible.  Think 
about  areas  in  your  life  where  you  are  spend- 
ing time  now,  as  well  as  areas  to  which  you 
would  like  to  devote  more  time.  Some  areas  to 
consider  are  education  and  vocation,  as  well 


as  intellectual,  social,  physical,  and  spiritual 
development.  There  are  many  others  to  con- 
sider— just  think  about  how  you  fill  your  day. 

If  you  feel  that  you  are  missing  some  essential 
skills  for  your  resume,  try  volunteering.  Vol- 
unteering allows  you  to  develop  new  skills, 
but  also  to  prove  to  yourself  that  you  can 
make  a  valuable  contribution  to  an  organiza- 
tion. This  kind  of  positive  reinforcement  can 
be  a  great  motivator,  since  it  reminds  you  of 
your  strengths  and  abilities.  Volunteering 
also  provides  you  with  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity to  make  new  contacts  and  possibly 
to  network  with  people  who  are  in  organiza- 
tions and  careers  that  you  are  interested  in 
pursuing. 

As  you  are  balancing  your  work  life  and  pos- 
sibly looking  for  career  advancements,  you 
may  want  to  consider  going  back  to  school 
and  taking  some  courses,  in  order  to  update 
your  skills  or  just  for  your  own  interest. 

Finding  the  right  balance  may  take  some  time, 
but  there  is  so  much  that  you  will  gain  along 
the  way.  Look  at  the  process  with  an  open 
mind  and  with  some  well  thought  out  plans, 
and  everything  will  fall  into  place.  "^>» 
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Calendar  of  Events  &  Services 


AT  THE  ST.  GEORGE  CAMPUS 


For  an  updated  list  of  our  events  and  services  visit  our  website  at  www.careers.utoronto.ca  and  select  Calendar  of  Events  under  What's  New  from  your  student  homepage  sidebar. 


15  Monday 


Discovering  Your  Skills  and  Options 

workshop 

10:00  a.m.  -  noon 

Career  Centre  seminar  room 

Resume  Clinic 

10:00  a.m. -6:00  p.m. 

Career  Centre 

Career  Talks  (Same-day  career  counselling) 
Noon  -  1:00  p.m.,  2:00  p.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre 


16  Tuesday 


Maximize  Your  Results  from  Career 
Information  Day 
10:00  a.m.-  11:00  a.m. 
Career  Centre  seminar  room 


Resume  Clinic 

10:00  a.m. -6:00  p.m. 

Career  Centre 


Graduating  in  2004?  Get  Ready,  Get  Started 
(for  commerce  students) 
1:00  p.m. -2:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre  seminar  room 

Resume  and  Covering  Letter  workshop 
4:00  p.m. -6:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre  seminar  room 


1 7  Wednesday 


Discover  Your  Career  Centre 
First  Year  Initiative  Program 
10:00  a.m.- 11:00  a.m. 
Career  Centre  seminar  room 


Resume  Clinic 

10:00  a.m. -4:00  p.m. 

Career  Centre 

Practice  Interviews 
1:00  p.m. -4:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre 


1 8  Thursday 


Graduating  in  2004?  Get  Ready  Get  Started 
(for  engineering  students ) 
10:00  a.m. -11:00  a.m. 
Career  Centre  seminar  room 

Resume  Clinic 

10:00  a.m. -4:00  p.m. 

Career  Centre 

Career  Talks  (Same-day  career  councelling) 
11a.m. -1:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre 

Interview  Techniques  workshop 

2:00  p.m.- 4:00  p.m. 

Career  Centre  seminar  room 

Practice  Interviews 
2:00  p.m. -4:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre 


1 9  Friday 


Successful  Strategies  for  Finding  Work 
workshop 

10:00  a.m. -12:00  noon 
Career  Centre  seminar  room 

Resume  Clinic 

10:00  a.m. -4:00  p.m. 

Career  Centre 

Career  Talks  (Same-day  career 
councelling) 

Noon  -  1:00  p.m.,  2:00  p.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre 

Maximize  Your  Results  from  Career 
Information  Day 
2:00  p.m. -3:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre  seminar  room 


22  Monday 


Resume  Clinic 

10:00  a.m. -6:00  p.m. 

Career  Centre 

Career  Talks  (Same-day  career 
councelling) 

Noon  -  1:00  p.m.,  2:00  p.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre 


23  Tuesday 


Resume  Clinic 

10:00  a.m. -6:00  p.m. 

Career  Centre 

Career  Information  Days 

11:00  a.m. -3:00  p.m. 

East  &  West  Halls,  University  College 

Personality  and  Values  seminar 
First  Year  Initiative  Program 
3:00  p.m.- 4:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre  seminar  room 


24  Wednesday 

Growth  Industries  in  Today's  Market, 

An  employer  panel 

Noon -2:00  p.m. 

East  Hall,  University  College 

Resume  Clinic 

10:00  a.m. -4:00  p.m. 

Career  Centre 

Practice  Interviews 
1:00  p.m. -4:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre 


25  Thursday 


Resume  Clinic 

10:00  a.m. -4:00  p.m. 

Career  Centre 

Career  Talks  (Same-day  career  councelling) 
11:00  a.m. -1:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre 

Career  Information  Days 

11:00  a.m. -3:00  p.m. 

East  &  West  Halls,  University  College 

Workplace  Etiquette  workshop 
11:00  a.m. -1:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre  seminar  room 

Practice  Interviews 
2:00  p.m. -4:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre 

Graduating  in  2004?  Get  Ready  Get  Started 
(for  commerce  students) 
3:00  p.m. -4:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre  seminar  room 


26  Friday 


Job  Researching  Using  the  Internet 
10:00  a.m.- 11:30  a.m. 
Career  Centre  seminar  room 

Resume  Clinic 

10:00  a.m. -4:00  p.m. 

Career  Centre 

Discover  Your  Career  Centre 
First  Year  Initiative  Program 
10:00  a.m.- 11:00  a.m. 
Career  Centre  seminar  room 

Career  Talks  (Same-day  career  councelling) 
Noon  -  1:00  p.m.,  2:00  p.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre 


29  Monday 


Resume  Clinic 

10:00  a.m. -6:00  p.m. 

Career  Centre 

Resume  and  Covering  Letter  workshop 
11:00  a.m.- 1:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre  seminar  room 

Career  Talks  (Same-day  career  councelling) 
Noon  -  1:00  p.m.,  2:00  p.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre 

Interview  Techniques  workshop 

3:00  p.m.- 5:00  p.m. 

Career  Centre  seminar  room 


30  Tuesday 


Resume  Clinic 

10:00  a.m. -6:00  p.m. 

Career  Centre 

Graduating  in  2004?  Get  Ready  Get  Started 

(for  Computer  Sciences  students) 

Noon  - 1:00  p.m. 

Career  Centre  seminar  room 

Successful  Strategies  for  Finding  Work 
workshop 

4:00  p.m. -6:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre  seminar  room 

Developing  an  Academic  Dossier 
5:00  p.m. -7:00  p.m. 
Career  Centre  seminar  room 


AT  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  AT  MISSISSAUGA 


For  an  updated  list  of  our  events  and  services,  visit  our  website  at 
www.utm.utoronto.ca/careers 

and  select  Upcoming  Events. 


AT  THE  SCARBOROUGH  CAMPUS  (UTSC) 


For  an  updated  list  of  our  events  and  services,  visit  our  website  at 
www.utsc.utoronto.ca/~career 

and  select  Students  and  then,  Events  and  Seminar. 


214  College  St. 
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Supercomputer  helps 
chart  history  of  universe 


by  IAN  HA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  human  lifespan  is  only  a  tiny 
moment  compared  to  the  history 
of  the  universe — but  with  the  help 
of  a  $900,000  computer,  U  of  T 
astronomers  at  the  Canadian  Insti- 
tute for  Theoretical  Astrophysics 
(CITA)  can  watch  things  evolve  on 
cosmic  time-scales  right  before 
their  eyes. 

CITA's  McKenzie  cluster  com- 
puter— a  network  of  512  proces- 
sors working  in  tandem — was  used 
early  this  year  to  run  simulations 
of  interstellar  gas  movement  and 
galaxy  collisions. 

Astronomy  professors  Chris 
Matzner  and  Ue-Li  Pen,  along  with 
a  graduate  student,  simulated  gas 
movement  surrounding  a  black 
hole.  Black  holes  are  objects  with 
such  intense  gravitational  fields 
that  even  light  can't  escape  them. 
They  are  often  surrounded  by 
clouds  of  gas,  including  the  one 
likely  to  be  at  the  center  of  our 
galaxy. 

The  researchers  wanted  to  shed 
light  on  an  outstanding  problem: 
Why  are  these  gas  clouds  so  faint 
when  their  proximity  to  black 
holes  should  make  them  hot  and 
bright? 

"Since  [gas]  is  falling  toward  the 
black  hole,  you  can  predict  that 
the  gas  should  heat  up  and  radiate 
part  of  that  heat,"  said  Matzner. 
The  problem  is  if  you  look  at  the 
X-rays,  you  don't  see  anything 
close  to  the  predicted  amount  of 
radiation. 


It's  thought  in  one  convection- 
like model  that  as  colder,  heavier 
gas  is  heated  when  it  approaches 
the  black  hole,  the  resulting  pres- 
sure forces  most  of  the  gas  to 
shoot  off  before  radiating  light. 
This  explains  the  low  energy  lev- 
els, but  satellite  X-rays  don't  show 
much  escaping  gas. 

Because  magnetic  fields  are 
almost  always  a  factor  in  gas 
movement  within  galaxies,  says 
Matzner,  the  team  postulated  it 
was  preventing  the  gas  from  break- 
ing free.  The  researchers  decided 
to  test  the  convection  model  but 

"It's  like  having 
a  photo  album  of 
different  stages  of 
different  people's  lives 
and  we're  trying  to 
reconstruct  the  life  of 
a  human  being," 


with  magnetic  fields  as  an  added 
parameter. 

The  simulation  modeled  a  cube 
of  space  with  a  black  hole  at  its 
•center.  After  a  week  of  running 
the  simulation,  results  looked 
promising.  When  the  researchers 
included  a  magnetic  field  in  the 
simulations,  the  gas  was  confined 
near  the  black  hole.  When  they 
turned  the  field  off,  the  gas  started 
to  escape. 

"Energy  is  going  [into  the  black 
hole],  but  very  slowly,"  said  Pen. 


But  there  are  concerns.  The 
black  hole  was  modeled  to  have  no 
rotation  and  other  simplifications 
were  made — simplifications  the  re- 
searchers say  is  a  source  of  worry. 
"It's  one  of  the  things  we  need  to 
check  with  further,"  said  Matzner. 

McKenzie  was  also  used  to  run 
galaxy  collision  experiments.  John 
Dubinski,  another  U  of  T  astronomy 
professor,  wanted  to  better  under- 
stand the  processes  involved. 

"I'm  trying  to  understand  how  the 
black  hole  in  the  two  [colliding]  gal- 
axies affects  the  central  structures 
of  the  galaxies,"  he  said. 

The  simulation  depicts  the  collid- 
ing and  merging  of  two  spiral  galax- 
ies. The  time  between  each  still 
image  is  approximately  100  million 
years.  The  galaxies  collide  only  to 
explode  into  a  violent,  yet  beautiful 
whirling  of  gas  and  stars,  eddies  and 
spirals. 

But  beneath  this  austere  beauty  is 
an  ambitious  project.  By  embedding 
the  currently  understood  cosmo- 
logical  parameters  in  these  simula- 
tions, astrophysicists  are  testing 
the  very  parameters  that  governed 
the  universe's  history. 

Astronomers,  of  course,  can't 
watch  collisions  and  star  forma- 
tions unfolding  in  the  real  universe 
because  they  happen  so  slowly.  But 
they  do  have  the  scattered  snap- 
shots of  the  universe's  past. 

"It's  like  having  a  photo  album 
of  different  stages  of  different 
people's  lives  and  we're  trying  to 
reconstruct  the  life  of  a  human  be- 
ing," said  Dubinski.  "We're  trying 
to  make  a  story." 


PHOTOS:  JOHN  DUBINSKY.  CITA 


Before,  during,  and  after:  A  computer  simulation  of  the  merging  of  the 
Andromeda  and  Milky  Way  Galaxies,  3  billion  years  from  now 


U  of  T  students  pick  apart  particles 


bvADAMHINKS  

Experimental  particle  physics 
is  increasingly  requiring  big- 
ger and  bigger  experiments  to 
carry  out  new  research,  and  U 
of  T's  physics  department  is 
involved  in  the  most  ambitious 
one  to  date.  The  Large  Hadron 


Collider  (LHC)  is  currently  being 
constructed  at  CERN  (Conseil 
Europeen  pour  la  Recherche  Nu- 
cleaire),  located  on  the  outskirts 
of  Geneva.  When  switched  on  in 
three  or  four  years,  it  will  collide 
protons  head-on  to  produce  en- 
ergies larger  than  any  previous 
particle  accelerators  have  been 


capable  of. 

Most  tantalising  is  the  prospect 
of  seeing  the  Higgs  particle  for 
the  first  time.  Its  existence  has 
been  postulated  in  order  to  ex- 
plain why  the  particles  that  make 
up  the  ordinary  matter  around 
us  have  mass.  If  there  is  such  a 
particle,  it  should  be  produced 
in  these  higher  energy  collisions. 
Many  researchers  also  hope  to 
find  evidence  of  super-symme- 
try, the  theory  that  all  known 
particles  have  super-symmetric 
partners.  Some  think  that  this 
could  lead  us  to  an  understand- 
ing of  dark  matter — invisible 
matter  that  betrays  its  presence 
only  by  the  gravitational  pull  it 
exerts  on  ordinary  matter,  but 
which  makes  up  the  majority  of 
the  universe's  mass. 

U  of  T,  Carleton,  the  University 
of  Arizona  and  the  Institute  of 
Theoretical  and  Experimental 
Physics  in  Moscow  are  collabo- 
rating on  the  building  and  testing 
of  parts  of  the  ATLAS  detector, 
which  will  measure  the  energies 
of  particles  coming  out  of  colli- 
sions. This  summer,  the  univer- 
sity sent  me  and  another  under- 
graduate, Mohammad  Hamidian, 


to  CERN  to  assist  them  in  their 
work  there. 

CERN's  two  main  sites  cover 
an  area  roughly  the  size  of  the 
St.  George  campus.  CERN  itself 
employs  about  3,000  people  and 
6,500  scientists  from  500  univer- 
sities— half  of  the  world's  particle 
physicists — carry  out  research 
there.  Some  2,000  are  involved  in 
ATLAS,  one  of  the  four  detectors 
that  will  be  placed  on  different 
sites  around  the  LHC.  The  ac- 
celerator tunnel,  buried  beneath 
Switzerland  and  France,  is  27 
kilometres  in  circumference.  It 
will  be  able  to  guide  bunches  of 
protons  along  the  circular  track 
with  liquid-nitrogen  cooled  su- 
perconducting magnets,  as  they 
travel  close  to  the  speed  of  light, 
making  more  than  10,000  circuits 
per  second. 

Our  group  spent  the  summer 
calibrating  detectors,  using  a 
test  beam  of  particles.  The  goal 
was  to  compare  the  energies  of 
incident  particles  to  the  strength 
of  the  electric  signals  they  gener- 
ated inside  the  detector.  Knowing 
this  relationship,  we  will  be  able 
to  measure  the  unknown  ener- 
gies of  particles  when  it  is  put 


together  with  the  rest  of  ATLAS 
on  the  completed  LHC. 

The  calibration  was  carried 
out  in  a  hall  resembling  the  tech- 
nological lair  of  a  James  Bond 
villain.  Data  was  taken  around 
the  clock  in  three  eight-hour 
shifts  for  about  a  month.  Most  of 
this  meant  letting  the  computer 
programs  run  their  courses,  but 
sometimes  interesting  (and  frus- 
trating) problems  arose. 

The  analysis  of  the  data  was 
unfinished  when  1  left,  and  is  still 
ongoing.  Meanwhile,  the  detec- 
tors are  currently  in  another  test 
beam.  Later  in  the  year,  all  the 
detectors  from  our  group  will 
be  assembled  and  joined  with  a 
bigger  array  of  instruments,  to  be 
tested  next  summer. 

In  the  following  years,  all  of 
ATLAS'S  components  will  be 
lowered  into  an  underground  pit 
along  the  path  of  the  accelerator, 
which,  at  the  size  of  a  five-storey 
building,  will  barely  be  able  to 
hold  the  whole  detector  when 
assembled.  And  a  small  part  of 
it,  located  somewhere  near  its 
middle,  will  have  begun  its  life 
in  the  basement  of  the  McLennan 
building  here  at  U  of  T. 
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Lighthearted  Hart  House  production 
soars  on  strong  direction 


byYASMINSIDDIQUI 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Take  a  look  at  the  program  for 
Hart  House  Theatre's  produc- 
tion of  As  You  Like  It,  and  it's 
almost  like  deja  vu.  A  Shake- 
spearean play  with  a  September 
run,  directed  by  theatre  veteran 
David  Gardner  and  featuring  Pip 
Dwyer,  Jeremy  Hutton  and  Joel 
Grothe  in  leading  roles — blink, 
and  you'd  think  it  was  September 
2002's  production  of  Macbeth.  Of 
course,  there  are  some  key  dif- 
ferences; this  year's  selection  is 
a  comedy  and  there  are  several 
new  faces  on  stage.  However,  the 
two  productions  are  similar  in 
the  best  way  possible.  While 
Macbeth  marked  Gardner's  tri- 
umphant return  to  Hart  House 
Theatre,  As  You  Like  It  is  equally 
strong,  and  is  a  testament  both  to 
the  value  of  a  good  director  and 
to  the  talent  of  the  young  actors 
who  have  become  a  fixture  on  the 


THEATRE  REVIEW 


As  You  Like  It 


Written  by  William  Shakespeare 


Directed  by  David  Gardner 

With  Pip  Dwyer,  Jeremy  Hutton, 
Joel  Grothe  and  Lada  Darewych 


September  10-2  J,  2003 


Rating:  WW 


Hart  House  stage. 

A  lighthearted  pastoral  com- 
edy. As  You  Like  It  is  a  fairytale- 
like twist  on  the  typical  Shake- 
spearean themes  of  disorder, 
mistaken  identity,  love,  and 
family  relationships.  When  Duke 
Senior  (Byron  Rouse)  is  banished 
from  the  kingdom  by  his  jealous 
brother,   Duke   Frederick  (also 
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Opens  in  theatre  SEPTEMBER  19th,  2003 


Jeremy  Hutton,  Lada  Darewych,  and  Pip  Dwyer. 


played  by  Rouse  in  a  clever  bit 
of  casting),  he  escapes  to  the 
Forest  of  Arden,  an  Eden-esque 
woodland  that  proves  the  perfect 
location  to  play  Robin  Hood  with 
his  own  band  of  Merry  Men.  He 
is  soon  followed  by  his  daughter 
Rosalind  (Dwyer),  in  disguise  as 
a  young  man  named  Ganymede  in 
order  to  avoid  recognition  after 
she  and  her  cousin  Celia  (Lada 
Darewych)  flee  the  harsh  dictates 
of  her  uncle's  court.  Also  on  the 
run  is  Rosalind's  lover  Orlando 
(Hutton),  who  has  escaped  to  the 
forest  in  fear  of  his  elder  broth- 
er's hatred.  Orlando  does  not 
know  his  Rosalind  is  in  the  for- 
est; Rosalind,  appearing  before 
him  as  a  young  man,  decides  to 
take  advantage  of  the  unique  op- 
portunity to  test  her  lover  before 
revealing  her  true  identity. 

Under  Gardner's  superb  direc- 
tion, the  cast  navigate  the  fast- 
paced  text  with  ease,  seamlessly 
twisting  each  new  plot  twist 
into  the  already-established 
action.  Dwyer  and  Hutton  are 
particularly  notable — as  the 
play's  central  couple,  they  dis- 
play evident  chemistry  and  have 
a  warmth  to  their  performances 
that  draws  the  audience  in.  Both 
actors  have  fine  stage  pres- 
ence and  handle  a  large  range 
of  emotions  with  clarity  and 
confidence.  As  Dwyer's  constant 
scene  partner,  Darewych's  per- 
formance fades  in  direct  com- 
parison, but  grew  stronger  in  the 
play's  later  acts  as  her  flighty  Ce- 
lia became  the  perfect  balance  to 
Dwyer's  quick-witted  Rosalind. 
In  the  dual  role  of  Duke  Frederick 
and  Duke  Senior,  Rouse  turns  in  a 
solid  performance,  often  switch- 
ing between  the  cruel  selfishness 
of  the  former  character  and  the 
genuine  affection  of  the  other  in 
seconds,  with  only  a  quick  cos- 


tume change  in  between. 

Other  performers  of  note  in- 
clude Albert  Masters,  who  made 
the  role  of  Orlando's  loyal  ser- 
vant, Adam,  both  touching  and 
comic;  Joel  Grothe,  whose  mel- 
ancholy Jacques  caused  the  audi- 
ence to  laugh  out  loud  on  several 
occasions,  and  Jason  Gray,  who 
as  Touchstone  proved  that  the 
fool  always  gets  the  last  laugh. 

Special  note  must  also  be 
made  of  Sherri  Catt's  wonderful 
costume  and  set  designs.  Both 
set  and  costumes  allowed  for 
quick  changes — from  the  king- 
dom court  to  the  Forest  of  Arden 
as  the  story  switched  settings, 
from  courtiers  to  foresters  as 
actors  switched  both  costumes 
and  roles — within  seconds.  Cos- 
tumes were  detailed  and  cap- 
tured the  spirit  of  the  play  with 
rustic,  woodsy  colours  in  the 
forest  and  jewel  tones  at  court. 
As  You  Like  It  features  the  most 
songs  of  any  Shakespeare  play, 
and  music  is  appropriately  a 
large  part  of  this  production, 


COURTNEY  GIBSON 


with  an  original  score  composed 
by  Trevor  Rines  and  played  by  an 
instrumental  quintet.  Actor  Phil 
Carmichael,  who  played  Amiens, 
one  of  Duke  Senior's  exiled  fol- 
lowers, is  to  be  commended  for 
not  only  acting,  but  also  playing 
guitar  and  lending  an  excellent 
voice  to  several  songs  through- 
out the  play. 

In  the  end,  however,  final 
praise  goes  to  Gardner,  whose 
direction  is  at  the  centre  of  this 
production's  success  (as  it  was 
with  last  year's  Macbeth^.  His 
years  of  experience  in  the  the- 
atre are  evident  in  the  way  he 
manages  actors  both  young  and 
old,  creating  a  vision  that  allows 
them  to  bring  Shakespeare  to  life 
on  stage.  As  You  Like  it  is  not  just 
an  excellent  student  production; 
it  is  a  good  production,  period, 
and  it  leaves  those  of  us  who 
have  been  following  Hart  House 
Drama  for  the  past  several  years 
hoping  Gardner  returns  to  recre- 
ate the  same  magic  next  fall,  and 
for  many  years  to  come. 


COURTNEY  GIBSON 


Lada  Darewych  and  Jason  Gray. 


Get  FREE  tickets  at  The  Varsity 

Visit  us  @  21  Sussex  Ave  2nd  Floor;  1-4  pm 
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Andrew  W.K.  parties  hard 
at  Lee's  Palace 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 
VARSITY  STAFF 


The  frenzied  energy  of  tfie  crowd 
before  Andrew  W.K.  took  tfie  stage 
last  Sunday  was  almost  too  intense 
to  bear.  Ttie  packed  dance  floor  of 
Lee's  Palace  threatened  to  boil  over 
at  any  moment  and  incite  a  pre-emp- 
tive mosh  pit  before  a  note  was  even 
played.  As  it  was,  the  crowd  instead 
became  one  Voltron-like  conglomer- 
ate, madly  clapping  and  cheering, 
"We  want  fun"  and  "A.W.K."  in  hopes 
it  would  inspire  their  hero  to  take  the 
stage  before  they  all  lost  it. 

And  then,  he  took  the  stage.  After 
a  brief  instrumental,  Andrew  and  his 
motley  crew  of  bandmates  (not  to 
mention  Z.Z.  Top-esque  stagehand 
"Big  Daddy")  launched  a  triple-guitar 
assault  on  the  audience,  leading  in 
with  "It's  Time  to  Party,"  followed  by 
"Take  it  Off,"  from  his  debut  album  / 
Get  Wet. 

Always  the  showman,  Mr.  Wilkes- 
Krier  took  everything  in  good  spirits, 
from  the  kamikaze  crowd  surfers 
jumping  off  the  side  bars  to  the  kids 
in  the  homemade  T-shirts  jumping 
up  on  stage  to  join  in  on  vocals.  At 
one  point,  Andrew  even  hoisted  one 
of  the  fans  on  his  shoulders  while 
continuing  to  sing. 

The  middle  of  the  ferocious  set 
was  punctuated  by  crowd  favourite 
"Ready  to  Die,"  as  well  as  a  couple 
of  new  tracks  from  his  just-released 


We  want  fun — and  Andrew  delivered. 
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album  The  Wolf,  the  best  of  which  was 
"Never  Let  Down." 

Graciously  pinning  all  his  success 
on  his  fans,  W.K.  relied  on  his  great- 
est strength,  his  genuineness,  to  keep 
everyone  in  a  positive,  fun  mood.  And 
with  an  inspirational  speech  about 
living  life  to  the  fullest  and  having  no 
regrets,  W.K.  brought  the  house  down 
with  a  double  shot  of  his  biggest  hits, 
"Party  Hard"  and  "1  Get  Wet."  By  this 
time,  the  crowd  on  the  stage  was 
nearly  30  fans  deep,  forcing  most 


of  the  band  to  the  stage  wings,  but 
W.K.  remained  front  and  center.  After 
diving  into  the  crowd  himself,  W.K. 
was  then  hoisted  up  by  the  crowd 
onto  the  stage,  much  to  everyone's 
delight. 

With  the  set  done  and  the  fans  still 
screaming  for  more,  W.K.  came  back 
on  stage  to  do  a  little  dance  for  every- 
one, set  to  the  tune  of  Slayer's  "Rain- 
ing Blood,"  no  less,  which  was  playing 
on  the  P.A.  Truly  a  magical,  and  fortu- 
nately, pretentious-free,  night. 
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Bases  loaded  for  rebuilt  Blues 

'Vur  infield  is  the  bestVve  ever  seen''  boasts  baseballs  Lang 


bvYONGTAING  

Only  one  week  into  the  OUA  baseball 
season,  the  Blues  are  cementing 
their  position  amongst  the  best  in 
the  province.  After  losing  a  one-run 
game  to  McMaster  in  the  season 
opener  on  Sept.  4,  the  Blues  have 
reeled  off  three  consecutive  victories 
(Laurier,  York  twice)  and  remain  one 
game  behind  defending  champion 
Brock. 

The  early  success  of  this  year's 
squad  may  come  as  a  surprise  to  fans 
of  OUA  baseball.  Following  a  2002 
campaign  which  saw  the  Blues  finish 
second  in  the  division,  the  team  lost 
its  entire  starting  outfield,  as  well  as 
pitching  aces  Angus  Roy  and  Brian 
Dikdan. 

Roy,  last  year's  OUA  pitcher  of  the 
year,  went  on  to  sign  a  major  league 
contract  with  the  Boston  Red  Sox. 
He  spent  the  spring  and  summer 
playing  for  Boston's  farm  team,  the 
Augusta  Greenjackets,  and  has  since 
been  released  by  the  club.  In  2001, 
Dikdan  led  U  of  T  to  the  inaugural 
OUA  championship  while  also  being 
named  pitcher  of  the  year. 

Despite  losing  several  key  players, 
head  coach  Dan  Lang  maintains  that 
the  Blues  are  no  longer  in  a  rebuild- 


ing phase.  'The  team  may  be  rebuilt, 
but  we're  confident  we  can  beat  any 
team  in  the  league.  We've  replaced 
our  star  players  with  a  lot  more  depth 
on  the  mound  and  at  the  plate.  We've 
become  an  overall  better  team,'  he 
argued.  "Don't  get  me  wrong;  1  would 
love  to  have  Angus  or  Brian  on  our 
team,  but  1  wouldn't  trade  this  year's 
team  for  last  year's  team." 

Though  only  three  players  from 
last  year's  starting  squad  have  re- 
turned, the  Blues  remain  an  experi- 
enced team.  In  the  off-season,  U  of 
T's  graduate  program  attracted  three 
veteran  players.  Third  baseman  and 
OUA  all-star  Scott  Hughes  joined 
the  team  from  McMaster,  and  Marc 
Sgrignoli  will  be  wearing  blue  in  the 
outfield  after  an  all-star  season  with 
Guelph. 

But  the  most  important  addition 
to  the  team  may  be  behind  the  plate. 
Dominic  Roppa,  a  former  three-time 
academic  Ail-American  at  Northern 
Illinois  University,  and  a  first  year  U 
of  T  dentistry  student,  will  be  direct- 
ing the  pitching  staff  as  the  Blues' 
starting  catcher. 

"Roppa's  an  exceptional  young 
catcher.  He  brings  a  lot  of  experience, 
which  is  essential  for  our  young  new 
pitchers,"  commented  Lang. 


A  26  year-old  rookie  from  Chicago, 
Roppa  hopes  to  raise  the  bar  this 
year  by  bringing  his  NCAA  back- 
ground to  the  table.  "I've  got  a  lot  of 
leadership  to  offer  because  of  my  ex- 
perience," said  Roppa,  "and  because 
of  the  level  1  played  at,  it  gives  me 
some  credibility  on  the  field." 

Roppa  and  Hughes  will  be  anchor- 
ing an  impressive  infield,  which  has 
coach  Lang  feeling  excited  for  the 
upcoming  season.  "Our  infield  is 
the  best  I've  ever  seen.  We're  terrific 
at  every  position.  Our  pitchers  are 
confident  that  our  infield  will  be  able 
to  turn  double  plays  and  chase  down 
ground  balls." 

The  pitching  staff  is  anchored  by 
returning  players  Jesse  Fulton,  who 
finished  last  season  with  a  1.09  ERA, 
and  Joe  Callaghan,  who  finished  tied 
for  the  league  lead  in  wins.  Three 
rookie  pitchers  round  out  the  pitch- 
ing. 

"Our  pitching  staff  is  a  lot  different 
from  last  year.  We've  got  a  lot  more 
depth.  We  may  not  have  any  one 
dominant  pitcher,  but  we're  very 
comfortable  with  six  or  seven  differ- 
ent pitchers,"  noted  Lang. 

Unlike  last  year,  the  Blues  won't 
be  relying  solely  on  pitching  and 
defense  to  win  games.  In  their  three 


victories  the  Blues  have  outscored 
their  opponents  25-7. 

"Our  batting  has  significantly 
improved  from  last  year,"  said  Lang. 
"From  one  to  seven  we're  very  con- 
fident with  our  lineup.  We  plan  on 
letting  our  guys  hit  away." 

A  handful  of  dedicated  Blues  fans 
came  out  on  Saturday  to  see  the 
revamped  Blues  swing  the  lumber 
in  a  doubleheader  against  Western. 
U  of  T  took  the  first  game  2-1  in  ten 
innings.  The  win  came  with  the  bases 
loaded  in  the  bottom  of  the  10th, 
when  Western  surrendered  a  game 
winning  walk  to  the  Blues.  Jesse  Ful- 
ton pitched  a  complete  game  for  the 
win,  striking  out  seven  and  allowing 
one  run. 

"1  didn't  get  much  run  support  to- 
day, but  as  the  game  got  longer  1  still 
felt  pretty  good,"  said  Fulton.  "My 
pitches  were  firing  on  all  cylinders 
today." 

Western  salvaged  the  day  by  tak- 
ing game  two  4-2.  Joe  Callaghan  took 
the  loss  for  the  Blues. 

In  a  league  where  six  of  the  eight 
teams  were  separated  by  only  one 
game  last  year,  the  Blues  will  be  look- 
ing to  improve  on  last  season  when 
they  were  knocked  out  in  the  semi- 
finals by  McMaster. 


Amateur  hour:  Varsity  teams  open  for  one  and  all 
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KARA  DILLON 

It's  a  bleeder:  Lee-Anne  Corrigan  takes  one  for  the  rugby  team  on  Saturday.  This  is  Corrigan's  first  year  with 
the  Blues  and  second  playing  rugby. 


byAFTABKHAN  

This  just  in:  Varsity  sports  are  open 
to  all,  no  experience  required.  This 
may  come  as  a  shock  to  many  sports 
enthusiasts  who  have  resigned 
themselves  to  permanent  intramural 
status.  A  lack  of  competitive  playing 
time,  and  the  fear  that  team  par- 
ticipation will  eat  away  at  precious 
study  hours  have  been  known  to 
keep  many  potential  athletes  away 
during  tryout  time.  But,  as  coaches 
and  athletes  will  confirm,  U  of  T  is 
filled  with  amateur  sport  success 
stories. 

"Rugby  culture  is  trying  to  pro- 
mote the  sport,"  said  women's  rugby 
coach  Sarah  Hall.  This  year,  Hall  had 
several  players  with  little  to  no  ex- 
perience tryout  for  her  team.  One  of 
them,  Lee-Anne  Corrigan,  has  only  a 
single  season's  experience  under  her 
belt.  Corrigan  has  been  playing  well 
so  far,  and  is  a  welcome  addition  to 
the  team.  When  asked  if  there  have 
been  many  Corrigans  in  the  past. 
Hall  responded  that  "it  happens 
once  in  a  while  with  rugby,  if  the 
person  is  athletic." 

For  Corrigan,  being  a  part  of  a 
varsity  team  not  only  means  great 
things  for  her  physique,  but  it  also  al- 
lows her  to  get  more  hours  out  of  the 
day  "Training  gives  me  focus.  You 
know  you  have  a  practice  the  next 
day  or  a  game  on  the  weekend,  so 
you  have  to  spend  the  time  you  have 
wisely;  you  have  to  get  your  school 
work  done  right  away  and  get  it  out 
of  the  way.  It's  a  great  driving  force," 
she  contends. 

Track  and  field  coach  Carl  Geor- 
gevski  has  his  own  take  on  the 
benefits  of  athletics,  especially  for 
newcomers  to  his  team.  "An  interest- 
ing statistic  to  note  is  that  if  we  take 
all  of  the  7.50  varsity  athletes  that 


make  up  U  of  T's  44  teams,  and  put 
them  in  one  faculty,  that  faculty  will 
have  a  higher  percentage  of  A's  than 
any  other  faculty  at  the  university," 
he  contends. 

This  year,  coach  Georgevski  got 
more  than  30  freshman  athletes, 
23  of  whom  are  17  years  old,  for  his 
track  and  field  crew.  "We  get  a  lot  of 
student  athletes  with  very  little  or  no 
competitive  experience,  and  a  few 
years  later,  they  are  competing  at 
the  OUA  level.  We're  here  to  serve 
the  student  body  and  welcome  stu- 
dents who  want  to  compete." 

Another  success  story  in  U  of  T 
sports  comes  from  the  rowing  team 
and    Emma    Robinson.  Robinson, 


who  attends  U  of  T's  medical  school, 
started  rowing  at  this  school  with 
no  prior  experience.  Within  three 
years,  she  was  selected  to  the  na- 
tional team  and  represented  Canada 
in  the  1996  Olympics.  She  has  won 
the  world  championships  numerous 
times,  and  has  two  Olympic  medals 
(1996  and  2000). 

Rowing  team  manager  Christian 
Ventresca  believes  in  rowing's  ac- 
cessibility to  the  uninitiated.  "It 
is  an  interesting  sport  because 
not  only  are  you  able  to  pick  it  up 
at  any  time,  but  your  prime  for  row- 
ing can  be  much  later  than  other 
sports,  even  in  your  late-20's  or  early 
30's." 


When  asked  about  the  time  com- 
mitment athletes  have  to  make, 
Ventresca  responded,  "1  don't  want 
to  preach  too  much,  but  1  think  that 
in  terms  of  university  sports,  rowing 
has  to  be  one  of  the  hardest  to  excel 
at  while  also  doing  well  at  school. 
Very  few  teams  train  as  hard  as 
the  rowing  team,  and  I'm  sure  none 
train  at  5:30  in  the  morning  through 
the  season  in  the  dark  and  cold  on 
the  lake."  Cap  that  daily  schedule 
off  with  a  second  workout  in  the 
gym  later  in  the  day,  and  it's  hard 
to  believe  that  school  gets  factored 
into  the  equation.  But,  according  to 
Ventresca,  "the  best  rowers  are  often 
the  best  students." 


MEN'S  LACROSSE 


BISHOPS  I5.U0FT8 


KARA  DILLON 


Jamie  "J-Mac"  McQuaid  wears 
number  13  at  lacrosse  opener  Sat. 

Despite  ending  in  a  loss,  Saturday 
afternoon's  season  opener  for  the 
men's  lacrosse  team  wasn't  a  disap- 
pointment for  the  Blues'  coaches. 

After  scoring  first,  the  Blues  lost 
the  lead  to  the  more  experienced 
Bishop's  Gaiters.  By  halftime,  the 
Blues  were  behind  six  points,  for  a 
score  of  9-3. 

But  the  initial  promise  returned  in 
the  third  quarter,  when  the  Blues  out- 
scored  the  Gaiters  4-1,  and  brought 
the  game  back  to  within  two  points, 
causing  the  frustrated  Bishop's  goalie 
to  give  an  angry  cross  check  to  his 
net. 

"It  was  a  good  effort  all  around," 
said  coach  Eraser  Firth  of  the  team's 
play.  Tyler  Davies,  another  coach, 
pointed  out  his  team  had  just  a  week 
of  practice  under  their  belt,  while 
Bishop's,  who  play  throughout  the 
year,  are  in  mid-season  form. 

Making  his  lacrosse  debut,  Brendan 
Ritchie  shone  as  an  attacker,  netting 
four  goals.  Blues  goalie  Eric  Scott, 
another  first  time  player,  looked  im- 
pressive handling  the  pressure  in  his 
end,  despite  being  used  to  playing  in 
hockey  and  not  lacrosse  nets. 

Though  trailing  again  by  the  final 
quarter,  Davies  repeated  his  opti- 
mism for  the  rest  of  the  season,  say- 
ing the  match  was  a  good  chance  for 
his  athletes  to  get  that  crucial  game- 
time  experience. 
-AMANDA  OLSON 

FIELD  HOCKEY 

U  OFT  TIED  FOR  FIRST  IN  OUA 

Field  hockey  season  opened  up  this 
weekend  in  Ottawa,  as  Carleton 
played  host  to  all  eight  OUA  teams. 
The  Blues  walked  away  from  the 
tournament  with  two  wins,  getting 
the  season  off  to  a  smooth  start.  U 
of  T  beat  Western  by  a  score  of  2-1, 
and  blew  the  Carleton  Ravens  away 
with  a  resounding  9-1  victory.  To- 
ronto is  currently  tied  for  first  place 
in  the  OUA  with  city  rival  York.  York 
beat  both  Carleton  and  McGill  this 
weekend. 

The  Blues  went  undefeated  in  last 
year's  regular  season,  losing  for  the 
first  time  to  Waterloo  in  the  OUA 
championship  game  3-2.  The  two 
teams  met  again  in  the  CIS  champi- 
onship, where  Waterloo  knocked  the 
Blues  out  of  medal  contention  by 
winning  the  bronze  medal  game  by  a 
measly  score  of  2-1.  A  division  pow- 
erhouse once  again,  U  of  T  is  looking 
to  improve  on  its  near-perfect  2002 
season. 

///(//•  /•  V  Continued  on  next  page 
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WOMEN'S  RUGBY 

WESTERN  19,  U  OF  Til 

Saturday's  Varsity  Blues  women's 
rugby  game  began  and  ended  on 
a  positive  note,  with  the  team 
scoring  both  the  first  and  last 
tries  of  the  day. 

Starting  with  a  6-0  lead  over 
the  Western  Mustangs  in  their 


first  game  of  the  season,  the 
Blues  hit  a  rough  spot  at  the 
halfway  mark.  Coach  Sarah  Hall 
pinned  the  troubles  on  attitude, 
not  skill. 

Hall  praised  her  forwards' 
work  throughout  the  game,  and 
says  she  was  pleased  with  her 
team's  tackling.  But  after  the 
Blues'  good  start,  she  says  her 
team  suffered  a  "lull  in  intensity 
and  attitude." 

Perhaps  the  big  hit  on  Blues 
rookie  scrum  half  Robyn  Waher 
contributed  to  U  of  T's  mid-game 
slump.  Play  was  stopped  for  sev- 
eral minutes  while  Waher  was 
carried  off  the  field  by  stretcher 
and  was  attended  to.  Another 
team  newcomer,  Sarah  Stainton, 
was  shifted  from  inside  centre 
to  fill  the  empty  scrum  half  posi- 
tion. 

Earning  praise  from  Hall,  Stain- 
ton  helped  bring  U  of  T  back  into 
the  game  in  the  last  10  minutes, 
scoring  her  team's  second,  and 
the  game's  last,  try,  to  bring  the 
score  to  19-11. 
-AMANDA  OLSON 


Now  serving 
wireless  internet 
@  Second  Cup. 


You  can  find  wireless  internet  access  at: 


277  VICTORIA  STREET 
179  COLLEGE  STREET 
475  YOMGE  STREET 
170  BLOOR  STREET  WEST 
936  DIXON  ROAD 


1  UNIVERSITV  AVENUE 
60  BLOOR  STREET  WEST 
730  YONGE  STREET 
2340  BLOOR  STREET  WEST 
355  DANFORTH  AVENUE 


ireie// 


Ready  to  rumble 

Renovated  soccer  squad  sets  sights  on  national  title 


byAMARAGOSSIN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Don't  let  the  temporary  stands  and 
field  lights,  lack  of  a  functioning 
scoreboard,  overwhelming  trailer 
and  dumpster  presence,  and  sparse 
fan  attendance  fool  you — there  is 
still  something  exciting  happening 
on  Varsity  Field.  And  that  something 
comes  in  the  form  of  the  men's  soc- 
cer team,  who  opened  their  regular 
season  this  past  weekend  with  wins 
against  Laurentian  and  Nippissing. 

As  the  defending  Ontario  universi- 
ty champions,  the  team  is  shoulder- 
ing some  high  expectations — and  is 
planning  on  surpassing  them. 

"We  really  have  two  goals  for  this 
season,"  explained  head  coach  Jim 
Vidovich.  "The  first  is  to  win  the  On- 
tario championships  again  and  the 
second  is  to  take  the  Canadian  title." 

However,  Vidovich  is  quick  to 
point  out  that  while  the  CIS  title 
is  certainly  a  serious  goal  for  this 
season,  the  primary  goal  is  winning 
a  repeat  OUA  title.  The  provincial 
championship  is  more  important 
than  it  seems,  according  to  Vidovich, 
because  the  Blues  play  in  what  he 
considers  the  toughest  division  in 
the  country. 

If  this  is  true,  and  winning  in  On- 
tario is  the  largest  hurdle  on  the  way 
to  the  national  showdown,  then  one 
question  looms:  why  were  the  2002 
OUA  champion  Blues  not  CIS  cham- 
pions as  well? 

Vidovich  has  an  answer  to  that 
critical  question.  Last  year,  the  team 
battled  through  the  provincial  play- 
offs and  by  the  time  they  reached  the 
nationals,  they  were  simply  "burned 
out." 

"After  the  Brock  game,  [the  game 
that  knocked  them  out  of  the  run- 
ning for  top  team  in  the  country] 


DENNIS CHOQUETTE 

2002  OUA  soccer  champs,  the  Blues,  schooled  Laurentian  at  home  this 
weekend.  A  working  scoreboard  would  read  3-1  Blues. 


over  50  per  cent  of  the  team  was 
in  the  clinic  with  serious  injuries," 
recalls  Vidovich.  That  burn-out,  he 
claims,  is  the  explanation  for  the 
Blues'  loss  at  nationals. 

Vidovich  hopes  to  remedy  that 
problem  this  fall  by  relying  on  a 
bredth  of  talent.  Seven  of  last  year's 
starters  return  this  season,  and  by 
cutting  returning  players  from  the 
squad,  a  stacked  bench  of  new  play- 
ers waits  to  take  the  field. 

While  it  was  a  tough  decision  for 
the  team's  coaching  staff  to  make, 
this  replacement  will  hopefully  give 
the  team  a  deeper  bench  so  as  to 
avoid  burning  players  out  before  the 
playoffs. 

The  new  game  plan  payed  off  this 
weekend.  Vidovich  used  the  Lauren- 
tian and  Nipissing  games  to  test  his 
roster  and  to  give  his  new  players  a 
chance  to  prove  themselves.  So  far,  it 
seems  that  the  added  depth  is  worth 
the  sacrifice  that  had  to  be  made  to 
take  them  on  board. 

"I'm  very  pleased  with  the  boys 


and  very  confident  about  this 
season,"  asserted  Vidovich.  On 
Saturday,  the  Blues  beat  Laurentian 
3-1.  Building  on  their  first  win,  the 
men's  team  went  on  to  defeat  Nipiss- 
ing 2-0  yesterday.  Sean  Myers  and 
Marc  Jankovic  put  the  points  on  the 
board,  and  goaltender  Dennis  Dal- 
mas  registered  the  shut-out. 

Other  Weekend  Results: 

Saturday,  Sept.  13 

Women's  Soccer 
Laurentian  3,  U  of  T  1 
Football 

McMaster  80,  U  of  T  0 

Men's  Rugby 

U  of  T  23,  Waterloo  19 


Sunday,  Sept.  14 

Women's  Soccer 
U  of  T  2,  Nipissing  2 
Baseball 

U  of  T  5,  Waterloo  0 


SAT.  SEPT.  lO 

Men's  Football  vs.  Guelph  -  2  p.m. 

Varsity  Stadium 

Men's  Lacrosse  vs.  Carleton  -  4  p.m. 

Back  Campus 

Men's  Rugby  vs.  McMaster  -  I  p.m. 

Back  Campus 

SUN.  SEPT.  2  I 

Soccer  Doubleheader  vs. York 
Women  @  I  p.m.  /  Men  @  3  p.m. 

Varsity  Stadium 


Check  our  www.varsityblues.ca  for  more  information. 
U  ofT  students  free  with  valid  Student  Card. 


The  Varsity 


Life's  Good 


with  style 

Go  with  taste  over  trends. 
The  LG  TM250  has  a  sleek  clamshell 
design  that  makes  a  statement  without 
saying  a  word.  This  beauty  gives  you 
more  than  style  with  features  such  as: 

•  Short  Messaging  Service  (SMS) 

•  Find  It  Fast:  Locate  restaurants, 
clubs,  even  bank  machines 

•  Downloadable  Ringtones 

•  Wireless  Web  Browser 


Stihjici  to  carrier  availability. 
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NOW  WHAT?  by  Derrick  Chow 


Now 


What? 


By  Derrick  Chow 
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VARSITY  HAPPENINGS  By  Tyler  Tyderium 
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Do  you  like  to  draw  cartoons  with  a  touch 
Be  an  editorial  cartoonist  for 
Email  editor@thevarsity.ca 


lAL  COMMEMTARY? 


Classifieds 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808  -  GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS 

Needed  to  present  fun  hands-on  activi- 
ties in  schools  and  at  b-day  parties.  Car 
and  exp.  with  kids  req'd.  No  science 
background  needed.  Exciting  activities 
such  as  slime  and  rockets.  Pay:  $20-$25/l 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5258  Ext  26. 

~      TEACH  ENGLISH  OVERSEAS! 

TESOL  Workshops  for  Canadians, 
Toronto  -  Saturday,  Sept.  27.  One  day 
and  you're  on  your  way!  1-866-912-4465 
www.goteach.ca 

ASIAN,  CANTONESE-SPEAKING 
ACTORS  WANTED 

To  play  male  teenager  and  40-ish  woman. 
E-mail  innocentthefilm@yahoo.ca  for 
information. 


ROOM  FOR  RENT 

Morningside/Lawrence.  1  bedroom, 
shared  kitchen/bathroom.  Furnished 
or  unfurnished.  Laundry,  A.C.,  parking, 
internet.  Available  September  1st.  Prefer 
female,  ideal  for  student.  $450  inclusive. 
416-757-5099. 


DOWNTOWN  PARKING  AVAILABLE 

Indoor  parking  in  a  modern  condo  build- 
ing w/security.  College  &  Yonge  area.  $60 
p/month  or  1  year  for  $600.  For  info  call 
(416)  .530-9717. 


ATTRACTIVE  U  of  T  STUDENTS 

Seek  same  for  safe,  discreet  fun  in 
a  group  setting.  Please  respond  to 
promiscuoft@hotmail.com  Discretion 
expected  and  assured. 


WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compuflow.  416/539-9443. 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


U  of  T  MUSICIAN  AND  YOGA 
INSTRUCTOR 

Seeks  any  type  of  accommodation  (floor, 
couch,  pent  house)  four  days  per  week 
in  exchange  for  music  therapy  and  yoga 
classes.  416-937-1090. 

RESUME  WRITING 

Professional  resume  writing  and  job 
search  strategy  by  a  MBA  graduate. 
E-mail  Doug  at  djslll@hotmail.com 
under  subject  heading  "RESUME".  Special 
rates  for  students. 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr. 
$29.9.5/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/3.50  min  in  business  hrs  -h. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 


COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C,  C-I-I-,  Data  Structures.  Tutoring, 
Exam  Review,  Programming  Lessons.  Ed 
416-785-5115  students  @cstutoring.com 


PFC:  DUALITY  EDITING 

Professional  editing  of  social  science/ 
humanities  manuscripts.  Student  rates 
available.  Academic  dishonesty  won't 
be  tolerated.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
Visit  www.pfconsulting.ca  ,  email 
info@pfconsuitins.ca  or  phone  647- 
888-2373. 

ESSAY  HELP  -  RESEARCH  AND 
WRITING 

Highly  qualified  graduates  to  help  in  most 
subjects.  Winning  applications,  entrance 
letters  from  dedicated  writing  experts. 
416-960-9042.  www.customessay.com 

ESSAY  EDITING 

Professional  writer/editor  edits,  proof- 
reads, types  essays,  letters,  CVs,  etc. 
Reasonable  rates,  fast  turnaround.  Earl 
Miller  (416)  566-7149. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00  for 
non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including 
spaces)  c  f  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $  2.00.  No  copy  changes  af  tersubmission . 
no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for 
Thursday  issue -Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 


Centre 

lor  Addiction  and 
Mental  Health 

Centre  de 

toxicomanie  et 
desante  mentale 


Healthy  volunteers  needed 

to  participate  in  a  ps)'chological  study  involving  brain- 
imaging  of  how  the  brain  responds  to  unpleasant 
noise  and  money  wins.  We  require  that  subjets:. 

1)  do  not  have  any  serious  health  problems, 

2)  do  not  have  a  history  of  head  trauma  or, 

3)  do  not  have  any  metal  implants, 

4)  do  not  havee  a  history  of  psychiatric  illness, 

5)  are  not  affraid  of  closed  spaces 

Volunteers  must  attend  a  screening  interview. 

If  you  are  interested,  please  contact  Irina  at  the  Centre 
for  Addiction  and  Mental  Health  -  Clarke  Site  by 
telephone  416-535-8501  extension  6491  for  details. 


ELECTIONS  ANNOUCEMENT 

In  accordance  with  SCSU  By-laws,  SCSLI  is  holding 
Fall  Elections  Si  Bi-electians  far  the  following 
positions: 

-  First  Year  Representati\/es 

-  Life  Sciences  Representati\/e 

-  Physicai  &  Environmental  Sciences 

Representative  - 

-  Social  Actix/ities  Officer 

-  Vice  President  Operations 

Further  information  can  be  picked  up  from  SCSU. 
Nomination  Period:  Sept  IB  -  Sept  E3  ^ 
Campaign  Period:  Sept        -  Oct  7 
Election  Dates:  Oct  8  -  Oct  3 

Scarborough  Campus  Students'  Union.  UTSC 
Bladen  Building  room  B33B,  41E-Ea7-7a47 
vwwv.scsu.ca.  scsu@utsc.utoronto.ca 
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Students  cry  "rip- 
ofF'  in  campaign 
work  scandal 


byBRONWYNKIENAPPLE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


If  you  think  your  summer  job  was 
the  pits,  at  least  you  can  find  sol- 
ace in  the  fact  that  you  got  paid 
for  it.  Vanessa  Pinto  and  other 
U  of  T  students  who  worked  for 
David  Senater,  the  municipal  can- 
didate for  Davenport,  were  not  so 
lucky. 

Pinto,  a  recent  U  of  T  grad, 
spotted  an  ad  placed  by  Senater 
on  the  U  of  T  Career  Centre  Web 
site.  In  exchange  for  placing 
1,000-1,500  phone  calls.  Pinto 
would  receive  $450.  The  calls 
were  to  invite  voters  to  a  barbe- 
cue Senater  was  hosting  in  sup- 
port of  his  campaign. 

Pinto  was  told  by  Senater  that 
she  would  be  paid  in  the  form  of 
a  rebate  that  could  be  redeemed 
through  the  City  of  Toronto.  It 
was  not  until  after  she  completed 
her  work  that  she  discovered  that 
the  rebate  could  not  be  cashed 
until  September,  2004. 


Pinto,  strapped  for  cash  and 
just  about  to  move  away  from 
home  for  the  first  time,  was 
devastated.  "I  may  need  money 
but  I'm  not  that  desperate  for 
my  time  to  be  wasted  as  it  was," 
stated  Pinto.  She  also  cited  other 
troubles  with  the  potential  coun- 
cillor. Pinto  was  often  stood  up  at 
meetings  arranged  with  Senater 
and  received  several  harassing 
calls  and  emails  from  him  after 
she  took  the  matter  to  the  media. 
He  was  also  unapologetic  for  his 
behaviour. 

Senater  could  not  be  reached 
for  comment.  In  a  recent  article 
for  the  Toronto  Sun,  he  claimed 
to  be  unaware  that  the  rebate 
would  take  a  year  to  kick  in.  He 
was  also  quoted  as  saying  that 
he  considered  an  alternative  ar- 
rangement with  Pinto  but  that 
he  felt  harassed  by  numerous 
phone  calls  made  by  her  and 
her  mother.  "If  [Pinto's  mother] 
wrote  me  an  apology  for  the  way 
she  treated  me,  I  still  might  make 


Big  meeting 


KARA  DILLON 

One  big  love-in:  members  of  the  men's  soccer  team  apologize  to  the  football  team  after  unflattering  remarks 
were  printed  about  the  0-3  Blues  in  the  Toronto  Star.  See  page  17  for  more. 


that  arrangement. ..But  1  don't 
like  being  insulted." 

Pinto  denied  the  accusations 
and  stressed  that  it  was  instead 
Senater  who  was  the  source  of 
harassment. 

Mike  Foderick,  the  student  rep 
to  U  of  T's  Governing  Council, 
and  an  employee  of  the  current 


Davenport  councillor,  estimates 
that  more  than  a  hundred  stu- 
dents were  hired  by  Senater  to 
place  calls.  He  believes  that  at 
least  30  of  these  students  were 
from  U  of  T. 

Despite  these  figures,  the  U 
of  T  Career  Centre  has  only 
received  one  complaint  about 


Senater,  from  Pinto.  "It's  strange 
that  we  haven't  heard  from  more 
of  them,"  stated  Marilyn  Van 
Norman,  the  director  of  Student 
Services. 

Van  Norman  assures  students, 
though,  that  this  type  of  situa- 

SeeiT^AyQlZonpageS 


Three  ring  circus  becomes 
five  at  Hart  House  debate 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

with  files  from  GRAHAM  F.  SCOTT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  debate  between  candidates  in 
the  Trinity-Spadina  provincial 
election  riding  got  off  to  a  rollick- 
ing start  when  smaller  party  nomi- 
nees crashed  the  event,  only  to  be 
invited  on  stage  by  Conservative 
hopeful  Helena  Guergis. 

Thev  said  it 

"I  happen  to  think  tuition  is 
fair... it  has  to  have  a  value." 
•Helena  Guergis,  PC 

"Next  to  red,  green  is  my  favourite 
colour." 

-Nellie  Pedro,  Liberal 

"The  cities  are  broke,  and  that's  a 
problem." 

-MPPRosario  Marchese,  NDP 

"Let's  end  our  marginalizatlon." 
-Nick  Lin,  independent 

"We  believe  public  education  is  a 
public  good." 


As  a  result,  Greg  Laxton  of  the 
Green  Party  and  independent  Nick 
Lin  joined  Guergis,  Liberal  Nellie 
Pedro  and  incumbent  NDP  MPP 
Rosario  Marchese  in  debating  the 
issues  in  front  of  an  often  boor- 
ish crowd  at  Hart  House  Tuesday 
night. 

The  debate,  sponsored  by  The 
Varsity,  SAC  and  the  Graduate's 
Student  Union,  featured  a  good 


deal  of  mudslinging  and  bad 
blood,  mainly  aimed  at  Tory  can- 
didate Guergis  and  the  Ernie  Eves 
government  she  backs. 

In  opening  statements,  Pedro 
thanked  U  of  T  for  investing  $4.5 
billion  into  the  city  of  Toronto, 
and  lambasted  the  ruling  Tories 
for  what  she  called  "government 
as  a  commodity."  Pedro  also  cited 
housing,  transit,  and  water  safety 


School 

of  Rock/ 

\  Free  tickets 


as  main  issues  in  her  platform. 
"1  want  to  make  sure  this  city  re- 
mains liveable,"  she  remarked. 

Marchese  also  went  after  the 
Eves  government  in  his  address, 
focusing  his  attention  solely  on  ed- 
ucation. "Anything  you  can  think 
of,  they  cut,"  he  said,  calling  the 
Tories'  claim  that  they  increased 
funding  for  education  "remarkable 
alchemy."  Marchese  called  for  a 
reinvestment  in  the  education  sys- 
tem at  all  levels. 

Guergis,  who  faced  a  hostile 
audience  all  night,  tried  to  break 
the  ice  by  joking  "all  my  fans  are 
here  tonight,"  evoking  a  barrage  of 
hisses  from  pundits  in  the  crowd. 
Guergis  concentrated  her  attacks 
on  Liberal  leader  Dalton  McGuinty, 
questioning  his  plan  of  not  hiking 
taxes  and  rolling  back  recent  Tory 
tax  cuts  at  the  same  time.  "What 
is  the  difference?  Tax  hikes  or 
reversing  tax  cuts?"  Guergis  also 
counted  debt  elimination  as  an 
important  issue. 

The  Green  Party's  Laxton  took 
time  in  his  address  to  simply  in- 
troduce his  party  to  the  audience. 
This  is  the  first  provincial  election 
in  which  the  party  is  running  a 
candidate  in  every  riding.  Laxton's 
platform  included  reducing  tuition 
to  1990  levels,  restoring  TTC  fund- 
ing from  the  province  to  the  tune 
of  75  per  cent,  and  preventative 
health  care.  "A  lot  of  people  live 
unhealthy  lifestyles,"  he  noted. 

Independent  Nick  Lin,  who  is 


part  of  the  Marxist-Leninist  party, 
told  organizers  to  "pencil  me  in 
now"  for  any  federal  election  de- 
bates in  the  future,  as  he  intends 

Fight  Night 

Guergis  vs.  Pedro 

"This  is  a  debate,  Nellie. 

Welcome  to  the  party." 

Pedro  vs.  Guergis 

"Don't  interrupt  me.  You  can 

do  that  to  the  other  candidates, 

but  not  me." 

Marchese  vs.  Laxton 

"I  can't  imagine  the  Green 

party  is  going  to  surface  as  a 

challenge  to  the  NDP." 

Laxton  vs.  Guergis 

On  Guergis's  claim  that  the 

Tories  have  raised,  not  cut, 

education  spending: 

"I  think  what  Helena  meant 

to  say  is  that  it's  at  record 

absolute  levels,  not  per  capita." 

Marchese  vs.  Pedro 

On  Pedro's  claim  that  cutting 

the  private  school  tax  credit 

would  free  up  $500  million: 

"Only  $100  million  has  gone 

out.  You  really  have  to  look  at 

the  numbers." 

Guergis  vs.  Pedro,  round  two 
"I've  debated  Rosario  and  it 
was  really  great,  but  Nellie  just 
doesn't  seem  to  get  it." 


Ryan  "wins 

"Idoi" 

title 
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VICTORIA  COLLEGE 

BOOK  SALE 

2003 

GOOD  USED  BOOKS  at  GREAT  PRICES! 

*  Thursday,  September  25:  5:00  p.m.  -  10:00  p.m. 
Friday,  September  26:  10:00  a.m.  -  8:00  p.m. 
Saturday,  September  27:  11:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
Sunday,  September  28:  12:00  Noon.  -  5:00  p.m. 
Monda^^  September  29:  10:00  a.m.  -  8:00  p.m. 

*  (First  night  only  ~  Admission  $3  00  -  Students  free  with  I.D.) 

in  ALUMNI  HALL  &  THE  CHAPEL, 
OLD  VIC 

91  Charles  Street  West 
(at  Museum  Subway  Exit) 

For  more  information  call  416-585-4585,  or  416-585-4471. 
Proceeds  to  Victoria  University  Library 


Head  back  to  campus  in  style, 
visit  your  local  Goodwill 
for  great  deals. 

GOODWILL. 


GOOD  CLOTHES 
GOOD  PRICES. 
GOOD  IDEA. 


234  ADELAIDE  ST.  E    720  BURNHAMTHORPE    2642  EGLINTON  AVE.  E. 
TORONTO  MISSISSAUGA  TORONTO 

(416)  366-2083  (90S)  949-8660  (416)  265-4106 


me 


omen 


PHARMA  MEDICA 
RESEARCH  INC.  requires 
healthy  Males  &  Females 
who  are  drug-free 
to  volunteer  to  participate 
in  clinical  reasearch 
studies. 

If  you  are  i8  to  55  years  of  age,  and  want  to  see  if 

you  qualify,  please  contact  the  clinic 
(Mon.-Fri.  9am  -  5pm,  Sat.  9am  -  1pm)  at  416-759  -5554 
or  visit  our  website  at 
www.pharmamedica.com 


You  will  be  financially  compensated 
upon  completion  of  the  study 


Health  plan  plot 
thickens 

''Independent"  audit  came  from  competitor 


by  GRAHAM  F.  SCOTT 
VARSITV  STAFF 


The  plot  continues  to  thicken  at 
SAC  as  more  facts  about  the  implo- 
sion of  the  former  health  insurance 
plan  come  out. 

The  audit  of  the  insurance  plan  in 
July  was  carried  out  by  the  Nation- 
al Student  Health  Network  (NSHN), 
an  arm  of  the  Canadian  Federation 
of  Students  (CFS),  in  partnership 
with  Heath  Lambert,  an  insurance 
broker.  The  process  meant  asking 
Cherian  &  Company,  at  the  time 
SAC's  broker,  for  detailed  financial 
information  about  the  plan. 

Several  sources  have  criticized 
the  audit  because  Lambert  later 
bid  to  become  SAC's  new  insurance 
broker — which  throws  the  impar- 
tiality of  the  audit  into  question. 

"1  was  very  suspicious  of  that 
free  audit,  because  there's  no  such 
thing  as  free  in  this  world,"  said 
Jack  Ward,  business  manager  at 
SAC.  "When  the  CFS  has  its  own 
insurance  arm,  and  offers  to  do  a 
free  audit,  it's  easy  to  see  the  con- 
nection. 

"1  don't  feel  the  CFS  was  in  a  posi- 
tion to  do  an  independent  audit." 

Alexandra  Artful-Dodger,  vp  of 
operations  at  SAC  and  the  execu- 
tive who  spearheaded  the  audit, 
disagrees. 

"When  we  started,  there  was  no 
intention  of  the  people  doing  the 


audit  doing  the  bid,"  she  said.  "It 
was  only  when  we  were  reconsid- 
ering the  contract  that  we  asked 
them  for  a  bid.  When  the  audit  was 
performed  it  was  not  done  with  a 
quote." 

Geoff  Freeman,  president  of  Che- 
rian, initially  declined  to  offer  the 
necessary  information  to  the  NSHN 
and  Heath  Lambert,  saying  that  it 
was  clear  that  the  information  was 
for  the  purposes  of  offering  a  com- 
petitive quote,  instead  of  a  simple 
audit. 

"It  was  painfully  obvious  that 
Artful-Dodger  wrote  a  letter  asking 
for  quotes,  and  when  we  said  that 
was  inappropriate  she  changed 
the  wording  to  be  audit-only,"  said 
Freeman. 

The  Varsity  obtained  a  copy  of 
a  letter  from  Cherian  to  Artful- 
Dodger,  dated  July  11,  2003,  which 
reads:  "We  are  not  prepared  to 
release  the  information  requested 
to  Heath  Lambert  and  National  for 
the  ostensible  purposes  of  their  au- 
diting the  Health  Plans,  when  it  is 
clear  that  their  true  mandate  is  to 
provide  a  competing  quotation." 

The  letter  also  quotes  from  an 
email  sent  from  Artful-Dodger  to 
Cherian  in  June,  which  said  "the 
SAC  executive  has  agreed  to  autho- 
rize your  firm  to  offer  such  details 
to  Heath  Lambert  Benefits  Consult- 
ing Inc. ..so  they  might  offer  an  ac- 
curate quote." 


Artful-Dodger  confirms  that  she 
sent  such  an  email. 

"1  sent  [Freeman]  this  email  I 
regret  very  much.  1  retracted  it," 
she  said. 

Tom  Rowles,  national  co-ordina- 
tor  of  the  National  Student  Health 
Network,  said  that  there  is  nothing 
inappropriate  about  the  audit  or 
the  way  it  was  performed. 

"We've  said,  'hey,  have  a  look 
at  your  health  plan,  see  if  you're 
getting  the  most  out  of  it.'  First 
and  foremost,  we're  an  advocacy 
group."  He  added  that  Lambert 
and  the  NSHN  are  separate  enti- 
ties: "the  National  Student  Health 
Network  is  a  buying  group.  Heath 
Lambert  does  the  technical  bro- 
kerage work.  There's  no  analogy 
to  be  made  between  a  commercial 
enterprise  and  an  advocacy  orga- 
nization." 

"My  loyalty,"  he  added,  "first  and 
foremost  is  to  our  members." 

Artful-Dodger  says  that  while  the 
audit  was  an  important  factor  in 
the  decision  to  change  brokers,  it 
wasn't  the  only  one. 

"We  knew  to  take  every  piece  of 
information  but  not  rely  on  it  sole- 
ly," she  said.  "At  the  time,  there  was 
no  talk  about  switching  to  them — 
period.  We  just  wanted  information 
about  our  health  plan." 

"In  a  free  market,  as  a  customer, 
you  should  have  the  right  to  shop 
around." 


Law  students  rally 


by  JAMES  HUGHES 


The  societal  costs  of  increasing  tu- 
ition for  law  and  medical  students 
at  U  of  T  was  a  dominant  theme  at  a 
protest  held  yesterday  on  the  steps 
of  the  Faculty  of  Law's  Flavelle  Hall. 
The  rally,  which  started  at  noon, 
drew  approximately  200  supporters. 

According  to  protest  organizer 
Ben  Arkin,  a  second-year  law  stu- 
dent, the  goal  of  the  gathering  was 
to  let  the  administration  know  that 
the  proposed  increases  in  tuition  for 
law  students  are  "not  a  done  deal." 
Arkin  says  the  administration's  as- 
sertion that  the  increases  are  neces- 
sary in  order  to  attract  top  students 
and  tenured  faculty  is  incorrect. 

Since  1997,  the  year  the  provincial 
government  effectively  deregulated 
tuition  for  professional  programs 
in  Ontario,  tuition  for  first-year  law 
students  at  U  of  T  has  increased  to 
$16,000  from  $3,808.  The  Faculty  of 
Law's  Faculty  Council  is  the  driving 
force  behind  a  plan  to  charge  its 
first-year  students  $22,000  per  year 
in  tuition  by  the  year  2006.  The  final 
decision  regarding  the  hikes  rests 
with  the  university's  Governing 
Council. 

The  rising  cost  of  a  law  educa- 
tion will  decrease  the  number  of 
Canadian  students  from  low  income 
families  that  are  able  to  attend  law 
school  says  Dr.  Phillip  Berger,  one 
of  the  speakers  at  the  event.  Dr. 


Berger  is  an  associate  professor  in 
the  Faculty  of  Medicine.  He  feels  the 
demographics  of  U  of  T's  law  school 
already  show  a  group  of  students 
who  statistically  come  from  a  much 
wealthier  place  in  society  than  the 
general  public.  In  his  speech,  he 
questioned  why  "students  from 
affluent  and  wealthy  families  are 
massively  over  represented  in  law 
school."  He  also  questioned  what 
increasing  tuition  would  do  to  cor- 
rect this  inequity.  He  insisted  that 
as  more  and  more  law  students 
incur  more  and  more  debt  paying 
for  their  education,  the  lucrative 
practice  of  corporate  law  will  be  an 
increasingly  popular  way  for  them 
to  pay  it  back.  He  contends  this 
will  draw  resources  away  from  the 
less  financially  attractive  areas  of 
the  law,  such  as  legal  aid.  He  thinks 
this  trend  will  put  increased  stress 
on  the  legal  aid  system  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  less  wealthy  portions  of 
society. 

First-year  U  of  T  medical 
student  Althea  Barthos  places  part 
of  the  blame  for  the  increases  in 
tuition  for  medical  students  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  provincial  govern- 
ment. "The  university  can't  make 
up  the  shortfall  [in  revenue]  from 
the  cutbacks,"  she  said.  She  thinks 
the  current  provincial  government 
is  jeopardizing  the  future  of  health 
care  to  win  the  upcoming  election, 
and  that  an  increasing  number  of 
medical  students  will  specialize  in 


areas  of  medicine  that  are  profitable 
enough  to  allow  them  to  pay  back 

their  student  loans.  She  says  her 
tuition  this  year  was  $17,500. 

Rahool  Agarwal  is  a  first-year  law 
student  who  attended  the  protest  to 
"hear  new  ideas  and  get  informed." 
He  dismisses  the  idea  that  the 
tuition  increases  are  necessary  in 
order  for  the  U  of  T's  law  school  to 
compete  internationally.  Agarwal 
thinks  that  trying  to  attract  well- 
paid  professors  from  American  uni- 
versities is  pointless,  because  even 
with  the  increases  in  tuition,  the  fac- 
ulty could  never  hope  to  offer  com- 
pensation as  high  as  in  the  United 
States.  Agarwal  feels  that  Canadian 
law  schools  where  the  tuition 

price  tag  is  much  lower,  such  as 
the  University  of  Victoria,  still  have 
excellent  reputations,  and  that  U  of 
T  does  not  need  to  be  charging  stu- 
dents as  much  as  it  is  currently. 

Other  speakers  at  the  protest  in- 
cluded Kathy  Laird,  the  director  of 
Legal  Aid  Services  for  the  Advocacy 
Centre  for  Tenants  Ontario,  Hudson 
Janisch,  a 

U  of  T  Law  professor,  and  Robin 
Rix,  U  of  T's  Student  Law  Society 
president. 

Candidates  from  the  provincial 
Liberal  and  New  Democratic  parties 
also  spoke  at  the  event,  as  well  as 
several  other  guests.  The  majority 
of  the  speakers  urged  the  Govern- 
ing Council  not  to  ratify  the  pending 
tuition  increases  for  law  students. 
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Cart  theft  hurts  small 
business  owner 


by  FEON  CHAU 
VARSITY  STAFF 


A  prank  at  Trinity  College  has  lead 
to  criminal  charges  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  an  expensive  cart,  but  the 
damage  done  to  the  small  business 
owner  who  owned  the  cart  may  be 
the  most  sordid  part  of  the  ordeal. 

The  crepe  kiosk,  which  belongs  to 
the  recently  opened  Crepe  a  GoGo  at 
the  corner  of  Bedford  and  Bloor  was 
a  joint  business  arrangement  made 
with  the  restaurant  Spaha.  Spaha 
agreed  to  lend  its  patio  space  for  the 
kiosk  and  would  in  return  receive  a 
portion  of  the  revenue  yield  from 
the  kiosk.  But  last  week,  Veronique 
Perez,  the  owner  of  Crepe  a  GoGo,  re- 
ceived a  call  from  a  friend  who  works 
at  Trinity  informing  her  that  he  saw 
her  cart  outside  of  his  window  at 
Trinity  College.  Perez  didn't  think 
much  of  it  at  first  and  thought  it  was 
just  a  prank  done  by  students. 

"You  know,  I  couldn't  understand 
what  he  was  talking  about...]  had  no 
idea  what  happened  to  my  cart  but 
he  told  me  to  call  the  U  of  T  police 
and  I  did.  I  told  the  police  that  my 
kiosk,  which  is  a  business,  has  been 
dragged  all  the  way  from  Spaha 
to  Trinity  College  by  students  as  a 
prank.  So  do  whatever  you  want,  I 
just  want  it  back  at  Spaha,"  said 
Perez. 

But  later  that  afternoon  when  Per- 
ez went  to  Trinity  College  and  finally 
saw  the  damage  that  was  done  to  her 
cart,  she  was  heartbroken.  Perez  ad- 
mitted she  was  naive. 

"1  never  thought  that  they  would 
damage  it  and  I  thought  they  would 
never  cross  that  line.  This  has  never 
happened  to  me  before.  This  was 
such  a  shock.  Like  it's  one  thing  to 
see  someone  die  but  it's  another 
thing  to  see  the  body  parts  disas- 
sembled. 1  started  crying  and  I  felt  it 
was  an  invasion  of  my  privacy.  This 
was  my  baby  and  it  was  my  business. 
1  loved  it,"  said  Perez. 

What  is  special  about  the  crepe 
kiosk  and  its  cooking  elements  is 
that  it  is  uniquely  designed  and  can- 
not be  found  anywhere  in  Canada. 
According  to  Perez,  the  kiosk  alone 
costs  more  than  $11,000  because  it 
is  custom-built  in  Toronto.  It  is  made 
with  fiberglass  and  stainless  steel.  It 
has  2  sinks  and  a  pump  underneath. 
The  cooking  equipment  is  all  import- 
ed from  France  at  a  cost  of  $15,000. 

"1  went  to  France  and  saw  the 


machines  because  they  don't  exist 
here  in  Canada.  Everything  is  from 
France  including  the  spatulas,  the 
paper,  the  stove... it's  crazy.  Crepe  is 
a  very  French  item.  What's  more,  we 
had  to  change  the  voltage  on  the  ma- 
chine since  they  were  imported  from 
France,"  explained  Perez. 

In  addition  to  equipment  dam- 
age, Perez  estimates  she  is  losing 
approximately  $80-$100  per  day.  As 
well,  she  just  hired  new  employees 
for  the  kiosk  and  now  has  no  other 
choice  but  to  postpone  their  work 
schedules. 

"The  thing  is  that  I  don't  have  any 
insurance,  I  don't  have  a  lawyer  and 
I  don't  have  the  money  for  a  new 
kiosk.  The  university  said  they  will 
help  me  to  pay  for  the  damages  and 


VERONIQUE PEREZ 

look  for  reimbursement  from  the  stu- 
dents. .  .I'm  not  losing  millions  but  I'm 
losing  one  arm  of  my  business." 

Perez  added,  "This  is  just  so  silly. 
It's  sad  but  I  learned  a  big  lesson.  It's 
not  about  the  money  but  the  kids 
have  to  understand  how  hard  they 
have  to  work  to  pay  for  their  mis- 
takes. I'm  disappointed  and  I  think 
it's  an  embarrassment." 

Surveillance  cameras  were  in- 
stalled in  the  Trinity  courtyard, 
which  enabled  police  to  identify  the 
suspect.  The  case  is  scheduled  for 
court  hearing  in  October. 


Crucial  funding  vote  at 
UTM  today 


Starting  at  2pm  today  (Thursday), 
members  of  UTM's  Quality  Services 
for  Students,  the  body  which  re- 
views all  non-academic  incidental 
fees  such  as  athletics  and  shuttle 
services,  will  vote  on  funding  for  the 
UTM  Wellness  Centre.  If  passed,  the 
measure  will  see  the  incidental  fees 
rise  to  $150  a  year  from  the  current 
$25.  The  increase  is  necessary  to 
offset  the  unexpected  rise  in  costs 
surrounding  the  centre,  which  has 
yet  to  break  ground.  The  centre 
will  house  a  number  of  athletics 


and  health-related  facilities  when 
completed. 

Though  there  are  only  six  votes 
to  be  cast,  SAC  UTM  representative 
Mohammed  Hashim  is  urging  as 
many  students  to  come  out  to  the 
meeting  as  possible.  "1  want  people 
to  see  how  everyone  votes,"  said 
Hashim.  "A  lot  of  decisions  have 
been  made  behind  closed  doors 
on  this." 

The  meeting  and  vote  will  be  held 
at  UTM's  Student  Centre. 
-RYAN  KENNEDY 


LUNCH  BUFFET  OVER  30  ITEMS 
EXCLUSIVE  LUNCH  BUFFET 

10%  DISCOUNT  ON  PICK-UP 
Free  delivery  for  minimum  $20 
Monday  -  Sunday 
11:00  a.m. -10:30  p.m. 

416-850-3179 

Ghai  Time 

Everyday  from  2:30  p.m.  -  5:30  p.m. 
Two  Masala  Chai's  and  two  Samosas 
or  choice  of  Teas  or  Coffee 
$5.50  with  this  ad 

Valid  until  Oct  30th,  2003 
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Preparation  Seminars 


■  Complete  25-Hour  Seminar  Packages 

■  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

■  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

■  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

■  Free  Repeat  Policy 

■  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

■  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Smdcnts 

Oxford  Seminars 

(416)924-3240 
1-800-269-6719 


www.oxf  ordseminars.com  1  www.oxford$eminar$,com 


ESL  Teacher  Training  Courses 

■  Intensive  50-hour  TESL  courses 

■  Classroom  management  techniques 

■  Detailed  lesson  planning 

■  Skills  development:  grammar,  pronun- 
ciation, speaking,  reading  and  writing 

■  Comprehensive  teaching  materials 

■  Teaching  practicum  included 

■  Listings  of  schools,  agencies,  and 
recruiters  from  around  the  world 

For  More  Info  Contact  Oxford  Seminars: 
416-924-3240/  1-800-269-67(9 


ELECTIONS  AMIMOUCEMEMT 

In  accordance  with  SCSU  By-laws,  SCSU  is  iialding 
Fall  Elections  &  Bi-electians  for  the  following 
positions: 

-  First  Year  Representatives 

-  Life  Sciences  Representative 

-  Physical  &  Environmental  Sciences^ 

Representative        ^<»tf*  MJijat^i^ 

-  Social  Activities  Officer     °  " 

-  Vice  President  Operations   ^  i:urm 


Furtffer  information  can  he  pftked  ufPnrotn0LSLi. 
Nomination  Period:  Sept  15  -  Sept 
Campaign  Period:  Sept  ^4  -  Oct  T^a^^^*-*- 
Election  Dates:  Oct  8  -  Oct  9 

Scarborough  Campus  StudBnts'  Union.  UTSC 
Bladen  Building  roam  3330,  4IB-EB7-7047 

www.scsu.ca,  scsu@utsc.utaranta.ca 
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niu,  18  Sep  2003, 12:10p 
THURSDAYS  AT  NOON 
Alumni  Artists  in  Concert 

Mendelssohn:  Octet 
Ractimaninoff:  Etude  and 
Pre/urfes 
Walter  Hali. 

Fri,  19  Sep 
2003, 1p 
Master  Qass 
with  Alain 
Trudel 
Walter  Hall. 
Sponsored  by  Yamaha 
Canada  Music 

Wed,  24  Sep 
2003, 12:10p 
Lecture- 
redtai  by 
Robert 
Silverman,  piano 
Beethoven:  Dlabelli 
Variations 
Walter  Hall. 


Thu,  25  Sep 
2003, 12:10p 
THURSDAYS 
AT  NOON 
'German 
Masters  for  Bassoon  and 
Piano" 

Nadina  Mackey  Jackson, 
bassoon;  David  Swan,  piano 
Walter  Hall. 

Thu,  2  Oct 
2003, 12:10p 
THURSDAYS 
AT  NOON 
"On  Wings  of 
Song*  with  soprano  Loma 
MacDonald,  and  pianist 
Che  Anne  Lxwwen 
Walter  Hall. 

Walter  Halt  is  in  the 
/C\     Edward  Johnson 
\lj     Building  along 
^      Philosopher's  Walk. 

There  is  no  dress  code. 
A  coffee  shop  is  on  site  for  quick 
lunch  (free  lunch  not  Included). 


Men,  22  Sep  2003, 7p 

CHAMBER  MUSIC  SERIES  {Series  Premiere) 
Gryphon  Trio 

. .  approaches  national  treasure  status" 
-  Ttie  Toronto  Star 
Haydn:  Piano  Trio  in  C  major 
Chan  Ka  Nin:  'and  the  masks  evoke..." 
Brahms:  Piano  Quartet  in  C  minor  (with 
Scott.  St.  John,  viola) 
Walter  Hall.  $21  ($11  UT  students) 
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to  run  then  as  well.  Lin's  platform 
included  free  tuition  through 
steady  decreases,  paid  for  by  a 
levy  on  corporations,  and  a  strong 
voice  against  the  "annexationist 
pressures  of  the  United  States." 
Lin  also  advocated  that  people 
be  elected  by  "members  of  their 
collectives,"  instead  of  the  current 
system. 

During  question  period,  all  five 
candidates  supported  same  sex 
marriage  rights,  but  the  unanimity 
ended  there. 

On  the  issue  of  per  capita  fund- 
ing for  post-secondary  education, 
Pedro  called  for  expanded  funding 
of  OSAP,  with  a  50  per  cent  tuition 
reduction  for  the  most  needy  stu- 
dents, in  the  bottom  25  per  cent 
income  bracket. 

Marchese  took  the  opportunity 
to  once  again  roast  the  Tories  on 
the  issue,  noting  that  Ontario, 
the  richest  province,  is  ninth  in 
per  capita  funding  nation-wide. 
He  suggested  a  three  per  cent  tax 
hike  for  those  making  more  than 
$100,000  a  year  and  more  corpo- 
rate taxation.  Otherwise,  Mar- 
chese noted,  "all  we're  left  with  is 
taxing  the  poor." 

Laxton  went  even  further  to  the 
left,  calling  for  a  17  per  cent  corpo- 
rate tax  rate  and  putting  all  school 
boards  in  public  control. 

On  the  issue  of  public  transit 
discounts  for  students,  Guergis 
offered  to  sit  down  with  student 
groups,  making  the  understate- 
ment of  the  night  by  saying  "there 
seems  to  be  a  disconnect,"  be- 
tween the  Eves  government  and 


students. 

Marchese  and  Pedro  both  of- 
fered gasoline  taxes  to  help  transit 
funding. 

The  evening  also  had  its  bizarre 
moments  as  the  candidates  wore 
each  other  down. 

On  the  issue  of  the  Chinese 
government's  oppression  of  Falun 
Gong,  all  candidates  were  in  fa- 
vour of  helping  Falun  Gong  mem- 
bers no  matter  what  except  Lin, 
who  stated  that  Canada  should 
respect  the  U.N.'s  original  man- 
date of  "non-interference  in  other 
countries." 

Student  debt  also  proved  to  be  a 
provoking  topic,  with  Guergis  and 
Pedro  recalling  their  own  days  as 
struggling  youngsters.  "I  took  out 
a  $60,000  loan  to  start  a  small  busi- 
ness and  I  would  not  dream  of  ask- 
ing the  tax  payers  to  help  me  out," 
noted  Guergis. 

Pedro's  tale  was  a  bit  more 
unorthodox.  "1  held  tupperware 
parties  to  pay  my  tuition,"  she 
said,  adding  that  before  that  she 
sold  smoke  detectors.  "Does  ev- 
erybody know  what  tupperware 
is?"  she  asked  the  largely  youthful 
audience. 

In  the  closing  statements,  Mar- 
chese made  the  biggest  strides, 
calling  for  an  $8  minimum  wage 
(up  from  $6.85)  and  $10  a  day  pub- 
lic day  care,  as  well  as  public  auto 
insurance,  rent  control  and  public 
hydro.  Laxton  called  for  an  end  to 
strategic  voting,  while  Pedro  made 
it  clear  that  there  was  only  one 
way  to  oust  the  Eves  government, 
and  that  was  through  the  Liberals 
and  Dalton  McGuinty.  "This  elec- 
tion is  about  one  thing:  change." 


ANTHONY  HEMPELL 

Ready  for  primetime:  Indepen- 
dent candidate  Nick  Lin  (top) 
and  Greg  Laxton  of  the  Green 
Party  were  rewarded  for  their 
persistence  Tuesday  with  spots 
at  the  debate  table  along  with 
the  major  party  candidates. 
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U  of  T  candidate  goes  it 
alone  in  provincial  election 


by  NAOMI  FANCE 
VARSITY  STAFF 


On  Oct.  2,  most  people  in  Ontario 
will  be  voting  for  one  of  the  three 
main  parties.  This  should  not  be  the 
case  according  to  one  local  aspir- 
ing politician.  Nick  Lin  is  one  of  the 
independent  candidates  for  Trinity 
Spadina  this  year  and  not  only  does 
he  not  believe  that  either  the  PCs 
Liberals  or  NDP  should  be  voted  in, 
he  also  does  not  believe  in  political 
parties  at  all. 

Lin  has  been  affiliated  with  the 
Marxist-Leninist  party  for  three 
years.  He  has  previously  run  for  both 
provincial  and  federal  elections.  As  a 
young  candidate  and  recent  student 
at  U  of  T,  one  of  Lin's  main  concerns 
is  education.  "My  prime  preoccupa- 
tion is  with  education  as  a  right. .  .the 
right  to  a  post-secondary  education 
must  be  guaranteed."  Lin  also  would 
like  to  see  tuition  decreased  until 
it  is  free  and  have  businesses  who 
employ  grads  to  pay  a  levy  to  finance 
the  education  and  have  the  loan  sys- 
tem taken  down  and  replaced  with 
a  bursary  program.  Currently  Lin 
works  on  campus  with  the  Toronto 
Student  Movement  (a  Marxist-Lenin- 
ist club)  and  the  Student  Christian 
movement. 

Lin,  31,  feels  that  youth  are  not 
taken  seriously  enough  politically 
and  he  would  like  to  see  that  change. 
"I  see  youth  putting  themselves  in 
the  forefront  of  justice  around  the 
world.  We  are  not  content  with  the 
status  quo,  but  what  mechanism  do 
we  have  to  change  that?  We  are  mar- 
ginalized." 


Monday  night's  gathering  and  talk 
by  the  three  main  candidates,  to 
which  Lin  was  not  originally  invited, 
was  to  him  an  example  of  this  mar- 
ginalization.  "It  felt  inappropriate. 
If  1  should  be  speaking  anywhere  it 
should  be  on  campus,"  said  Lin,  al- 
luding to  his  involvement  in  U  of  T 
life.  "1  want  to  make  it  clear  that  this 
exclusion  is  part  of  the  way  that  peo- 
ple are  excluded  from  the  process." 
After  being  given  a  microphone  and 
being  allowed  to  join  the  discussion, 
Lin  was  satisfied  that  he  had  given 
the  students  an  opportunity  for  a 
fully  informed  vote. 

Part  of  Lin's  platform  is  that  there 
should  be  no  political  parties.  "There 
are  no  cure  from  the  Gods  of  plague," 
said  Lin,  "those  who  have  the  power, 
why  would  they  want  reform  to 
change  the  structure  of  power?"  He 
would  prefer  to  see  different  groups, 
such  as  students,  directly  repre- 
sented and  feels  that  this  would 
be  the  best  way  for  their  interests  to 
be  attended  to.  "Why  can't  students 
have  a  representative  in  parliament?" 
he  asks,  "their  issues  will  be  taken  up 
and  the  fight  will  continue." 

Although  a  Marxist-Leninist  can- 
didate has  never  been  elected  since 
their  inception  in  1970,  Lin  does  not 
deem  a  vote  for  an  independent  can- 
didate a  useless  one.  In  fact,  he  be- 
lieves that  it  is  the  only  option:  "Vot- 
ing for  one  of  the  major  parties  is  a 
waste  of  your  vote.  It's  like  a  fast  food 
combo-  number  one,  two  or  three. 
It's  presented  as  a  done  deal,  that's 
why  voter  turnout  is  going  down.  The 
three  main  parties  are  alienating  the 
youth  from  politics." 
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Here  comes  sickness:  U  of  T  works  on 


computer  virus 
problem 


by  TAMMY  THORNE 


Imagine  you've  written  a  20-page 
essay.  It  took  four  months  to  re- 
search and  write. 

Now  imagine  the  next  major 
computer  virus  hits.  Only  this  time, 
instead  of  attacicing  Microsoft,  it  at- 
tacks your  whole  home  computer. 
Every  bit  of  data  on  your  hard 
drive — everything,  including  that 
undoubtedly  "A"  caliber  essay — is 
destroyed. 

One  of  the  best  ways  to  protect 
your  computer  against  viruses  is  to 
install  antivirus  software.  After  the 
recent  Blaster  attack  the  university 
has  been  advertising  free  Norton 
Antivirus  software  for  faculty,  staff 
and  students  at  www.antivirus.utor 
onto.ca.  To  access  it  you  must  have 
a  UTORid  e-mail  address. 

Terry  Jones,  an  information  tech- 
nology analyst  at  the  university's 
Computer  and  Networking  Ser- 
vices, says  viruses  like  the  Blaster 
Worm  exploit  defects  in  an  oper- 
ating system  and  send  carefully 
crafted  network  messages  to  the 
computer,  infecting  it.  It  is  called  a 
worm  because  it  uses  the  infected 
computer  to  infect  as  many  other 
computers  as  it  can. 

Jones  says  creating  this  type  of 
virus  has  been  made  easier  for 
would-be  virus  writers  because 
Microsoft  now  announces  when 
they  find  a  flaw  in  their  system  and 
offers  the  subsequent  solution — 
usually  a  "patch."  He  points  out 
Blaster  was  created  only  a  month 
after  one  of  these  announcements. 
"This  is  the  worst  kind  of  infection 
because  simply  having  your  com- 
puter turned  on  and  connected  to 
the  Internet  makes  it  vulnerable  to 
infection,"  he  says. 

But,  he  points  out  it  is  also  one 
of  the  easiest  types  to  prevent 
through  automatic  updates  from 


the  operating  system  manufacturer 
(Windows  Update  from  Microsoft, 
for  example) 

Trinity  College  has  stopped  us- 
ing Microsoft  Outlook  Express 
for  email,  says  computer  services 
co-ordinator,  Gilbert  Verghese. 
"We  are  using  Mozilla  or  Pegasus 
instead.  This  has  virtually  elimi- 
nated e-mail  viruses  among  staff," 
he  says.  "We  recommend  the  same 
for  students." 

Because  of  the  Blaster  attack 
(and  perhaps  partly  due  to  the 
influx  of  students  in  September) 
hundreds  of  computers  on  campus 
were  infected,  and  thousands  more 
affected,  but  the  university  was 
never  shut  down.  The  university's 
campus  gateway  has  what  is  called 
"port  blocking"  that  prevents 
outside  computers  from  infecting 
campus  computers,  Jones  says.  So 
Blaster  may  have  arrived  via  other 
means  such  as  an  infected  laptop 
brought  onto  campus  or  an  infect- 
ed home  computer  relocated  to  a 
campus  residence,  for  example. 

Jones  also  says  e-mail  handling  is 
crucial  to  avoiding  viruses.  "People 
should  understand  that  companies 
like  Microsoft  do  not  send  out  fixes 
and  patches  via  e-mail,"  he  says. 

"It  still  amazes  me,"  he  says, 
"That  even  people  who  are  tech- 
nically inclined  call  me  up  saying, 
'Hey,  I'm  having  trouble  opening 
this  e-mail  from  Microsoft  that 
says  please  apply  this  patch.'" 

He  urges  extreme  caution  when 
opening  any  attachment,  even  ones 
that  appear  to  come  from  friends. 
"People  really  shouldn't  need  to 
be  reminded  of  this..."  he  says,  "E- 
mail  is  not  a  secure  medium." 

First-year  Arts  &  Science  stu- 
dent, Danny  Blank,  could  have 
used  a  reminder  a  few  months  ago 
when  he  opened  an  attachment  he 
"wasn't  supposed  to"  on  his  fami- 


ly's home  computer.  "I  screwed  it 
up,"  he  says,  "And  now  we  get  tons 
of  spam." 

He  says  he  may  try  out  the  Nor- 
ton Antivirus  software  the  univer- 
sity is  offering. 

Second-year  English  and  History 
student  Jolan  Canrinus  says  he 
doesn't  have  antivirus  protection 
but  he's  not  worried. 

Canrinus  admits  he  is  aware  of 
the  university's  free  Norton  Antivi- 
rus software  offer.  "I  think  I  saw  a 
pamphlet  while  I  was  waiting  in  line 
for  my  student  card,"  he  says,  "I 
read  it  was  free  and  thought  about 
picking  it  up." 

Even  though  Blaster  did  not  wipe 
out  hard  drives,  there  are  many 
viruses  that  do  — Code  Red  is  one 
example.  So  it  is  fitting  that  Jones' 
last  piece  of  advice  when  it  comes 
to  protecting  yourself  from  viruses 
is  to  back  up  your  computer.  "Back 
up  your  machine  using  a  writable 
CD,  a  floppy,  a  zip  disc  or  a  flash 
drive,"  he  says.  "CD  writers  are  in- 
stalled in  most  machines  today,  so 
there  is  really  no  excuse." 

Calvin  C.  Gotlieb  is  a  Professor 
Emeritus  in  the  Department  of 
Computer  Science.  His  areas  of 
specialty  are  information  systems 


and  the  social  effects  of  computers. 
Although  he  has  never  had  anyone 
blame  a  virus  for  a  late  essay,  he 
says  he  has  heard  the  high-tech 
equivalent  of  "the  dog  ate  my 
homework"  excuse. 

"I  maintain  a  class  newsgroup  on- 
line, for  students  to  trade  informa- 
tion and  ask  me  questions,  among 
other  things.  I  also  use  it  to  take 
attendance,  asking  the  students  to 


reply  within  72  hours,"  he  says. 

"Many  of  them  didn't  respond, 
so  I  asked  them  next  class.  They 
said  'Sir,  I  couldn't  reply  because 
I  had  a  virus  and  1  wasn't  able  to!'" 
he  says. 

But  technology  does  have  its  ben- 
efits as  well.  "This  is  the  first  year  I 
am  hoping  to  get  essays  via  e-mail 
so  I  can  put  it  in  the  new  plagiarism 
software  program,"  he  says. 


5C4.vz).iz^»-Continue(l  from  page  I 

tion  happens  very  infrequently 
at  the  Career  Centre.  "Every  job 
is  verified  and  if  we  receive  a 
complaint,  we  immediately  inves- 
tigate." Foderick  backed  up  the 
Centre.  Upon  receiving  his  and 
Pinto's  complaint,  he  said  the  Ca- 
reer Centre  removed  the  ad  from 
their  job  listings  within  a  matter 
of  hours. 

Pinto  is  still  miffed  that  the 
Centre  has  kept  the  ad,  this  time 
listed  as  a  volunteer  position. 
She  is  also  unhappy  with  the  Cen- 


tre's refusal  to  help  her  out.  "I'm 
only  an  average  person. ..nobody 
listens,  nobody  does  anything," 
said  Pinto.  She  cites  this  feeling 
of  helplessness  as  a  reason  why 
more  complaints  have  not  been 
made. 

The  Toronto  Elections  Office 
has  received  15-16  complaints 
from  students  hired  by  Senater. 
No  action  is  possible  against 
Senater  until  he  files  his  cam- 
paign expenses  with  the  City  in 
the  fall  of  2004.  The  municipal 
election  will  take  place  on  Nov. 
10  this  year. 
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Israeli  minister  for  Jerusalem 
hopes  for  peace 


by  LESLEY  TRITES 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Only  when  "Palestinians  are  really 
free  will  Israel's  security  be  guar- 
anteed," stated  Natan  Sharansky 
on  Monday. 

Sharansky,  former  Soviet  dis- 
sident and  political  prisoner  and 
Israel's  current  minister  for  Jerusa- 
lem and  Diaspora  Affairs,  met  with 
a  small  group  of  Jewish  students  at 
U  of  T  at  an  invitation-only  event. 
The  meeting  was  one  stop  of  many 
on  Sharansky's  North  American 
tour,  which  will  also  include  Boston 
University,  Harvard,  MIT,  and  the 
University  of  Maryland.  He  wishes 
to  speak  about  human  rights  and  to 
set  the  record  straight  concerning 
Israel. 

Some  people  might  find  it  con- 
tradictory that  an  Israeli  minister 
is  coming  to  talk  about  human 
rights,  says  Sharansky.  Israel  is 


often  portrayed  as  one  of  the  big- 
gest human  rights  abusers  on  the 
planet.  What  Sharansky  wishes  to 
emphasize,  however,  is  that  if  you 
define  human  rights,  Israel  is  truly 
a  "champion  of  human  rights."  Is- 
rael is  the  "only  democracy  in  the 
world  in  war  for  its  right  to  exist," 
says  Sharansky.  He  believes  that 
people  have  a  right  "to  speak  their 
mind  and  not  go  to  prison  for  this." 

Israel  is  the  only  country  in  the 
Middle  East  "which  has  full  free- 
dom" and  where  "Arab  Members  of 
Parliament  can  freely  criticize  their 
governments,"  believes  Sharansky. 
He  believes  that  "security  in  the 
Middle  East  and  the  creation  of  a 
Palestinian  state  has  to  come  with 
democracy."  Those  who  want  to 
see  a  free  Palestine  "have  to  sup- 
port the  forces  of  democracy  in  the 
Arab  world."  Sharansky  says  that 
"democracies  don't  go  to  war  with 
each  other"  and  democracy  will 


therefore  help  ensure  peace  in  the 
Middle  East. 

Aryeh  Green,  the  minister's  advi- 
sor, suggested  that  the  peace  pro- 
cess "still  waits  for  what  President 
Bush  called  for  in  June  2000:  new 
leadership."  Right  now  they  are 
"back  to  square  one"  in  the  Middle 
East,  said  Green.  He  cites  the  sui- 
cide bombings  last  week  as  a  case 
in  point.  First,  Palestine  "needs  to 
create  a  stable  democracy  with 
stable  institutions,"  he  believes. 

The  mood  in  Jerusalem  is  "very 
sad,"  says  Green.  Doctor  David 
Applebaum,  one  of  seven  people 
killed  by  a  suicide  bomber  in  a  Je- 
rusalem cafe  last  week,  was  a  friend 
of  the  minister.  Applebaum  had  just 
returned  from  New  York,  where  he 
had  given  a  talk  at  a  terrorist  sym- 
posium. He  was  in  the  cafe  with 
his  20-year  old  daughter  on  the 
eve  of  her  wedding.  The  bombing 
occurred  a  mere  two  blocks  away 
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Israeli  Minister  for  Jerusalem  and  Diaspora  Affairs  Natan  Sharansky 


from  the  minister's  house.  "We 
have  reached  out  in  peace  towards 
Palestine  for  decades,"  said  Green, 
and  the  mood  is  now  "angry  and 
frustrated." 

Sharansky  also  emphasized  the 
important  role  students  play  in  the 
peace  process.  Students  are  the 
"most  innovative  anti-conserva- 
tive force  pushing  new  ideas,"  he 
noted,  and  they  have  a  "readiness 


to  see  the  broad  picture."  Sharan- 
sky said  they  "should  go  ahead 
in  speaking  the  truth  and  fighting 
for  democracy  in  the  Arab  world," 
which  is  "also  a  way  to  combat  ter- 
ror." Democracy  is  "the  only  thing 
which  can  guarantee  both  real 
human  rights  for  the  Palestinians 
and  other  Arabs,  and  real  peace  for 
all  people  in  the  Middle  East,"  said 
Sharansky. 


UTSC  Clubs  Week 
kicks  off 


by  SARAH  BARMAK 


Clubs  Week  began  on  Monday  at 
UTSC,  with  more  than  20  different 
clubs  and  associations  setting  up 
information  booths  in  the  central 
Meeting  Place  intersection  of 
the  campus.  The  record  number 
of  clubs  wooed  students  with 
planned  events  such  as  parties 
and  dinners,  offering  a  chance  to 
make  instant  connections  with 
people  outside  of  the  classroom. 

The  common  thread  of  most  of 
the  clubs  was  overwhelmingly  a 
shared  world  culture,  ethnicity, 
or  religion.  Activities  were  offered 
aiming  themselves  at  Christians, 
Chinese  students,  Tamil  students, 
Korean  students,  Caribbean 
students,  Coptic  students,  and 
more,  showcasing  the  incredible 
diversity  of  the  campus.  Even  the 
new  1  Am  Canadian  Club,  started 
last  year  by  four  students  who  felt 
they  didn't  "fit  in"  anywhere  else, 
is  based  on  a  common  nationality. 


Also  displaying  information 
were  Unicef,  Amnesty  Interna- 
tional, and  the  International 
Socialists.  Notably,  members  of 
the  Socialist,  Muslim,  and  Afghan 
Student  groups  combined  efforts 
to  raise  awareness  of  violations 
of  human  rights,  especially  sur- 
rounding the  arrest  and  impris- 
onment of  Middle  Eastern  and/or 
Muslim  men  on  unclear  or  arbi- 
trary grounds. 

Although  most  students  were 
eager  to  join  up,  there  were  oth- 
ers who  appeared  skeptical  or 
even  resentful  of  what  they  saw  as 
the  clubs'  exclusionary  attitudes. 
Membership  of  the  clubs  is  open 
to  all  students,  regardless  of  their 
ethnicity  or  religion,  but  at  least 
one  student,  who  asked  not  to  be 
named,  claimed  this  wasn't  the 
case  in  real  life. 

He  was  once  told,  after  asking 
questions  about  a  club  for  Mus- 
lim students  and  leaving,  that  he 
"wasn't  Muslim  anyway." 


The  ARC  opens  its  doors 


by  SARAH  BARMAK 


The  brand-new  Academic  Re- 
source Centre,  or  ARC  as  it  is  be- 
ing called,  finally  opened  its  doors 
on  Monday  after  a  week's  delay. 
The  late  opening  was  reportedly 
due  to  the  province-wide  blackout 
a  few  months  ago,  although  the  ex- 
act reason  was  not  certain.  It  will 
still  take  another  three  weeks  for 
the  library  portion  of  the  complex 
to  be  ready  for  use,  but  classes  are 
now  being  held  in  the  enormous 
500-seat  auditorium. 
The      eye-catching  building 


sports  an  exterior  paneled  with 
sheets  of  copper,  a  counterpart  to 
the  titanium  paneling  of  the  soon- 
to-come  Student  Centre,  which 
will  open  next  year.  The  structure 
cost  $22.56  million  to  build,  and 
forms  part  of  the  numerous  ad- 
ditions to  the  campus  still  being 
constructed,  including  the  Student 
Centre  and  a  new  gallery. 

When  fully  open,  the  ARC  will 
house  one  of  the  first  digital  librar- 
ies in  Canada,  including  electronic 
information  systems  as  well  as  the 
old  UTSC  book  library  that  has 
been  in  storage  for  the  past  year. 


The  Varsity 


The  Absolute  BEST  prices  on  Campus 


For  a  limited  tme,  buy  an  eligible  lac  laptop  and  BMy  iPod,  get  a  $300 JO  rebate 
off  the  already  discounted  education  price  and  a  free  Camn  1450  printtrr* 


M8758LL/A  iBook  12.17800MHz/128MB/30G/CD-ROM  ($150  Instant  Rebate  exp.Sept27)  $1,199 

M9018LL/A  iBook  12.17900MHz/128MB/40G/Combo    ($150  Instant  Rebate  exp.Sept27)  $1,549 

M9009LL/A  iBook  14.rTFT/900MHz/256MB/40G/Combo  ($150  Instant  Rebate  exp.Sept27)  $1,849 

M8858LL/A  PowerBook  15.2"  TFT/867iV1Hz/256K  L2/1MB  L3/256MB/40G/Combo  $2,549 

M8859LL/A  PowerBook  15.2"  TFT/1  GHz/256K  L2/1MB  L3/512iVlB/60G/SuperDrive  $3,250 

M8760LL/A  PowerBook  G4  12.1"  TFT/867MHz/256K  L2/256MB/40G/Combo/E/56K  $1,999 

M9092LL/A  PowerBook  G4  12.1"  TFT/867MHz/256MB/40G/SuperDrive  $2,266 

M8793LL/A  PowerBook  G4  17"  TFT/1  GHz/256K  L2/1IV1B  L3/512iVlB/60G/SD/E/56K/AirPort/BT  $4,249 


The  All  New  iPod 

10,000  Songs  in  your  10GB  20GB 
pocket  for  Mac  or  ^^^^^a 
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40GB 

$729°° 


*$300  rebate  and  free  Canon  i450  Colour  Bubble  Jet  Printer  via  mail-in  rebate.  Store  purchase  of  Canon  i450  printer  required  and  is  subject  to  applicable  taxes. 
Printer  mail-in  rebate  value  equivalent  to  Canon  Canada  Suggested  Retail  Price  for  the  Canon  1450  on  date  of  purchase.  Terms  and  Conditions  apply. 
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NEW! 


1 5"  Combo 

15-inch  LCD 
1GHz  PowerPC  G4 
NVIDIA  GeForce4  MX 
32MB  DDR  video  memory 
256MB  DDR333  SDRAM 
80GB  Ultra  ATA  hard  drive 
10/100BASE-T  Ethernet 
56K  V.92  internal  modem 
Apple  Pro  Speakers 
AirPort  Extreme  Ready 
Bluetooth  Option 


$1699 
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17"SuperDrive 

17-inch  widescreen  LCD 
1.25GHz  PowerPC  G4 
NVIDIA  GeForce  FX  5200  Ultra 
64MB  DDR  video  memory 
256MB  DDR333  SDRAM 
80GB  Ultra  ATA  hard  drive 
10/100BASE-T  Ethernet 
56K  V.92  internal  modem 
Apple  Pro  Speakers 
AirPort  Extreme  Ready 
Bluetooth  Option 


$2399. 
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University  of  Toronto  Computer  Shop 

Koffler  Student  Centre,  214  College  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario,  M5T  3A1,  (416)  978-7947 

^   UofT  Mississauga  3359  Mississauga  Rd  North,  Mississauga,  Ontario,  L5L  1C6,  (905)  569-4687 

UofT  Scarborough  1265  Military  Trail,  Scarborough,  Ontario,  MIC  1A4,  (905)  287-7038 computer 

Visit  our  Web  Site  atwww.campuscomputershop.com  ^"^^^ 
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Marchese  not  cheesy?  Marchese  1;  Guergis,  Pedro  0 


With  two  weeks  to  go  before  election 
day,  the  candidates  for  the  Trinity- 
Spadina  riding  came  to  test  their  mettle 
at  a  Vars/fy-sponsored  debate  that  was 
full  of  surprises. 

To  start  with,  both  the  Green  Party 
candidate  and  an  independent  candi- 
date, who  hadn't  originally  been  invited, 
came  anyway  and  demanded  equal 
time. 

When  the  Varsity  asked  what  they 
would  do  if  they  ever  had  to  vote  on  the 
issue  of  same-sex  marriage,  they  all  said 
they  would  be  in  favour  of  it. 

"1  believe  in  the  right  to  choose,"  said 
the  PC's  Helena  Guergis,  "so  I  would  be 
voting  in  favour  of  it." 

"1  have  absolutely  no  problem  with 
supporting  same-sex  marriages,"  said 
the  Liberal's  Nellie  Pedro. 

The  rest  of  the  candidates  made  simi- 
lar comments. 

But  on  other  issues  there  were  strong 
divisions. 

On  transit,  for  example,  Guergis  of- 
fered nothing  concrete  beyond  stating 
that  she  was  "open  to  sitting  down  and 
having  discussions  with  the  students 
and  student  groups"  about  the  issue. 

The  NDP's  Rosario  Marchese  restated 
his  party's  promise  to  give  three  cents 
per  liter  of  the  gas  tax  to  cities  for  transit 
funding.  Pedro  offered  two  cents  from 
the  gas  tax  and  also  said  she  would 


•^EDITORIAL  ^ 

help  students  lobby  the  city  to  help  get 
better  student  discounts  on  transit.  The 
Green  Party's  Greg  Laxton  said  his  party 
would  fully  restore  provincial  funding  of 
the  TTC  back  to  its  original  75  per  cent 
share  from  its  current  zero  percent.  Nick 
Lin,  the  independent  candidate,  called 
for  a  better  deal  for  Scarborough  stu- 
dents who  no  longer  have  a  shuttle  bus. 

If  tuition  is  your  main  concern,  it's 
quite  clear  who  you  shouldn't  vote  for. 
Helena  Guergis  is  not  in  favour  of  de- 
creasing tuition:  "I  think  tuition  is  fair," 
she  said.  She  argued  that  paying  tuition 
is  a  career  "investment"  that  students 
choose  to  make,  just  as  others  choose 
to  invest  in  a  small  business  and  that  tax 
money  shouldn't  be  used  to  fund  one 
type  of  investment  choice  over  another. 

Pedro  argued  that  OSAP  should  be 
expanded  to  include  middle  class  and 
part-time  students.  While  making  no 
specific  promise  about  tuition,  Mar- 
chese promised  the  NDP  would  bring 
post-secondary  education  funding  back 
up  to  the  national  average  from  its  cur- 
rent place  near  the  bottom  as  compared 
to  the  other  provinces.  Laxton  promised 
the  Greens  would  bring  tuition  down  to 
1990  levels.  Lin  advocated  eliminating 
tuition  altogether. 


While  the  Varsity  is  not  yet  endorsing 
a  particular  candidate  in  this  election, 
there  was  a  clear  winner  in  the  debate. 
Rosario  Marchese  had  much  more 
charisma  than  any  other  candidate.  He 
is  the  only  one  of  the  candidates  to  have 
held  a  post  in  provincial  parliament,  and 
it  shows.  While  the  others  were  some- 
times vague,  Marchese  recalled  spend- 
ing figures  and  legislation  from  memory 
without  the  slightest  hesitation. 

Perhaps  most  importantly,  he  seemed 
to  have  a  better  handle  on  Ontario's 
financial  situation  than  any  other  can- 
didate. He  suggested  that  the  Liberals 
would  not  be  able  to  fund  their  promises 
because  of  some  budget  technicalities. 
For  example,  the  Liberals  expect  to  get 
$425  million  by  canceling  the  private- 
school  tax-credit.  Marchese  said  that 
the  $425  million  figure  is  actually  the 
expected  peak  when  the  tax-break  is 
fully  implemented  and  that  reversing  it 
now  would  only  provide  $100  million. 
Pedro  was  unable  to  counter  that  claim 
beyond  stating  that  she  disagreed. 
Whether  Marchese  is  right  or  not,  his 
clearer  command  of  the  issues  set  him 
apart  from  the  others. 

We'll  have  more  to  say  before  the  elec- 
tion is  through.  But  for  now,  ail  we  shall 
add  is  this:  Round  one  has  been  fought 
in  Trinity-Spadina,  and  Marchese  came 
out  on  top. 


iSSlBILJTffiS ... 


THE  umiEBsnY  m  totonto's 

WOEK  AID  SmM  ABE0AI>  FAIE 


Date:    Monday  September  22"*^,  2003 


Place:  Great  Hall,  Hart  House 
J  Hart  House  Circle 

Please  stop  by,  open  to  all  UofT  students. 

Org'antzations  will  be  on  Campus  to  answer  your  c|uestions,  come  out  and 
visit  their  booths. 
Travel  CUTS  will  also  be  offering'  several  exciting  door  prizes!! 
For  more  information,  piease  contact;  i|C4nfgrmattor|@siraro|itoiCa  or 

visit: 

SoorisoretJ  by:  The  Internacsonal  Student  Centre  and  Travel  CilTS 

 ii"JiiR/a/iLCuis 

See  the  mdd  your  ¥my 


Need  to  get  something 
off  your  chest? 

Write  a  letter  to  the  editor  or  an 
op-ed. 

Read  our  how-to  online  at 
www.thevarsity.ca. 

Email: 

opinions@thevarsity.ca 


EVENTS  LISTING 


Queer  Fresh  Week 

Men.  Sept.  22  -  Thurs.  Sept.  25:  LGB- 
TOUT  presents  QUEER  FROSH  WEEK, 
a  series  of  socials 

and  events  for  anyone  new  to  the 
queer  scene  on  campus.  Check 
www.lgbtout.com  for  more  informa- 
tion. 

OPIRG -Toronto  invites  you 
to    our    first    general  meeting 

Mon.  Sept.  22  from  6-8pm,  252  Bloor 
Street  West  (OlSE),  room  221L 
For  more  info,  call  416-978-7770  or 
write  to  opirg.toronto@utoronto.ca. 

SMC  Ultimate  Frisbee  Tournament 

Sept  20-21,  2003.  Contact 
athletics@smcsu.com  for  more  infor- 
mation. 

Free  events  listings  for  campus  organi- 
zations. Email:  editor® thevarsity.ca. 


In  the  cavity-search 
room,  it's  every  man 
for  himself 


byPAULTADICH 
VARSITY  STAFF 


1  learned  a  hard  lesson  recently:  my 
devotion  to  my  buddies  is  not  as 
Hardy  Boy-rock  solid  as  1  immaturely 
imagined  it  might  be. 

1  recently  drove  from  Thunder  Bay 
to  Edmonton.  After  1  met  two  Toronto- 
bound  photographers  there,  we  de- 
cided the  drive  to  Hogtown  would  be 
more  tolerable  through  the  States,  and 
we  made  plans  to  drop  into  Chicago 
en  route. 

This  being  our  neo-liberalized 
home  and  native  land,  and  them  being 
photographers  (1  don't  know  what  it  is 
with  photographers-increased  ocular 
blood  flow  must  enhance  darkroom 
acuity)  they  claimed  to  have  a  quantity 
of  a  certain  substance  on  board  which 
ameliorates  the  stresses  of  long-dura- 
tion motor  vehicle  operation.  These 
stresses  must  have  been  great  indeed, 
as  copious  quantities  of  the  substance 
were  consumed  from  Edmonton  right 
on  down  to  the  North  Dakota  border  1, 
of  course,  fully  abstained  to  maintain 
clearheaded  journalistic  acumen. 

Until  we  entered  The  Land  of  IHOP, 
our  little  '91  Topaz  was  infused  with 
unwashed  fraternal  camaraderie. 
Sure,  there  were  disagreements  over 
how  many  consecutive  plays  of  It's 
Getting  Hot  in  Herre  are  acceptable 
and  some  protests  broke  out  over  foul 
gaseous  emissions,  but  smoldering 
mounds  of  substance  covered  up  the 
smell  in  a  pleasant,  herbaceous  way, 
so  no  biggie  there. 

But  the  greasy  braids  of  our  com- 
panionship began  to  unravel  as  we 
pulled  into  the  inspection  line  at  the 
49"'  parallel.  We  were  not  surprised 
that  the  customs  agent,  after  one  look 
at  our  reddened  eyes,  demanded  that 
we  pull  into  the  inspection  bay  in  all 
haste. 

Waiting  in  line,  we  squabbled  in 
hushed  tones  over  whether  we  had  ex- 
punged every  last  crumb  of  substance 
from  each  conceivable  nook  and 
cranny,  a  paranoia-inducing  process 
which  was  made  all  the  more  so  by 
the  hasty  methods  by  which  said  ex- 
punging took  place  about  a  half-hour 
earlier 

Things  hit  the  fan  when  Long- 
haired Photographer  produced  a 
packet  of  cigarette  papers  while 
emptying  his  pockets,  which  he  had 
forgotten  Cegrettably,  a  side-effect) 
to  remove  during  the  expunging.  The 
crew-cut  customs  agent,  no  older  than 
29  and  decked  out  in  a  surprisingly 


well-cut  jumpsuit,  who  was  no  dupe 
when  it  came  to  substance-ingestion 
paraphernalia,  informed  us  that  if 
any  substance  were  discovered  in 
the  course  of  what  would  now  surely 
be  a  very  thorough  inspection,  we 
would  be  very  sorry  we  ever  crossed 
the  North  Saskatchewan.  All  three  of 
us  were  invited  to  sit  in  what  was  basi- 
cally a  jail  cell  with  an  open  door 

While  Dubya's  Finest  picked  through 
our  15  pieces  of  luggage  with  the  kind 
of  fine-toothed  comb  you  use  to  clean 
out  a  regular  fine-toothed  comb,  the 
mood  in  our  room  turned  sour  While 
exhaling  loudly  and  tapping  my  foot 
and  participating  in  forced-cheer 
conversation,  1  was  mentally  prepar- 
ing to  plead  that  any  found  substance 
belonged  strictly  to  Short-Haired  Pho- 
tographer, who  1  had  met  only  the  pre- 
vious day  and  was  just  now  cultivating 
a  strong  distaste  for  Hell,  1  was  willing 
to  rat  out  Long-Haired,  who's  been  my 
friend  foryears-but  on  the  hard  stone 
bench,  his  ponytail  looked  greasy  and 
his  beard  criminal  and  how  could  1 
even  think  of  going  to  jail  for  someone 
that  sketchy,  despite  all  the  jams  he's 
rescued  me  from? 

But,  before  you  could  say  fermented 
raisin  prison  booze,  the  crew-cut 
dude  popped  his  head  inside  our  cell 
and  gave  us  the  all  clear  While  shakily 
re-loading  our  trunk,  flooded  with  the 
kind  of  relief  you  get  when  the  doctor 
calls  to  say  he  mixed  up  the  diagnosis 
sheets,  I  was  already  telling  myself  I'd 
do  just  about  anything  for  my  photo- 
snapping  pals.  But  later,  zooming  past 
South  Dakotan  cornfields,  a  wave 
of  self-loathing  washed  over  me  as  I 
realized  how  fickle  my  alliances  are. 
That  is,  until  1  noticed  the  beady  stares 
of  my  disheveled  companions  and 
figured  they  would've  done  exactly 
the  same  to  me,  had  incriminating 
substance  been  discovered  within  my 
Agassi-style  neon-pink  tennis  duffel. 

My  central  revelation  was  that  pla- 
tonic  relationships  are  as  comforting 
as  they  are  because  the  level  of  com- 
mitment to  your  chums  is  so  labile, 
especially  for  commitment-o-phobes 
like  myself.  Terrible,  1  know.  But  it's 
queerly  satisfying,  in  a  karmic  way,  to 
know  your  buddies  are  just  as  willing 
to  screw  you  over  in  a  pinch.  It's  just 
too  bad  it  took  a  gun-totin'  sheriff  clad 
in  anal-grade  latex  gloves  to  force  this 
realization. 


Paul  Tadich  was  the  2002-2003 
editor-in-chief  of  the  "Varsity. 
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The  biotech  debate 


On  Aug.  29,  bioethicists  Margaret  Somerville  and  James  Hughes  came  to  UofTto  debate  the  merits  of  human  life-extension,  genetic  engineering,  and 
cloning.  Hughes  foresees  only  positive  consequences,  provided  all  individuals  get  an  equal  share  of  the  benefits.  Somerville,  by  contrast,  had 
a  lot  of  reservations.  JUSTIN  TROTTIER  and  JOANNE  TANG  take  up  the  debate  where  they  left  off 


Benefits  of  biotech  outweigh 
yuck  factor 


by  JUSTIN  TROTTIER 
VARSITY  STAFF  

What  is  really  at  issue  here 
is  Margaret  Somerville's 
belief  that  nearly  all  these 
new  technologies  are  "inher- 
ently wrong"  and  should  be 
banned  at  the  outset  and  1 
take  issue  with  a  number  of 
inconsistencies  and  seeming 
hypocrisies  on  her  part. 

She  calls  cloning  inher- 
ently wrong  but  then  finds 
no  problem  when  nature 
produces  its  own  form  of 
clone,  the  genetically  identi- 
cal twin,  giving  some  ad  hoc 
explanation  that  it's  only  ok 
when  both  people  are  alive 
at  the  same  time. 

She  calls  it  inherently 
wrong  to  tamper  with  the 
germ  cell  line,  but  has  no 
problem  with  someone 
changing  their  own  genes 
during  their  life  and  then 
procreating  and  mixing  their 
new  genes  with  the  gene 
pool  of  the  community,  thus 
altering  the  germ  cell  line,  if 
only  indirectly. 

She  is  arguing  along 
quasi-religious  lines,  some- 
times falling  back  on  an 
indefinable  "human  spirit," 
other  times  calling  upon  the 
"secular  sacred"  and,  with- 
out regard  to  consistency. 


throwing  anything  that 
might  upset  society  or  pro- 
duce the  dreaded  "yuck  fac- 
tor" into  the  unnatural  list. 
She  of  course  also  seems  to 
forget  the  existential  argu- 
ment; there  is  no  immutable 
definition  of  the  natural.  We 
as  a  species  have  been  con- 
tinuously redefining  what 
it  means  to  be  human  and 
just  what  is  natural  through 
50,000  years  of  artificial  se- 
lection of  mates  and  through 
10,000  years  of  technology. 

What  occurs 
naturally  is  not 
necessarily  what's 
best  for  us  as  a 
species  now. 

She  also  explains  that 
we  may  want  to  ban  nano- 
technologies  because  of 
the  possible  future  cata- 
strophic dangers  they  may 
present.  Yet  when  told  that 
such  technology  could  also 
build  devices  to  protect  this 
planet  from  catastrophes 
like  impacting  asteroids, 
she  explains  that  this,  being 
naturally  occurring,  doesn't 
count.    She  is  so  obsessed 


with  the  sacredness  of  the 
natural  and  a  colliding  as- 
teroid happens  to  fall  in  that 
category. 

I  think  it  is  time  we  remove 
the  sacred  from  the  natural 
and  realize  that  what  occurs 
"naturally"  is  not  necessarily 
what  is  best  for  us  as  a  spe- 
cies now.  If  we  have  short 
life  spans,  it  is  undoubtedly 
because  evolution  would 
naturally  have  us  procreate 
and  die  quickly.  Is  that  a 
good  reason  to  continue  to 
accept  short  life  spans  now? 
Should  we  step  in  and  stop 
parents  who  would  like  to 
use  genetic  engineering  to 
keep  natural  defective  genes 
out  of  the  DNA  of  their  off- 
spring? Shouldn't  we  risk 
an  unlikely  nano-induced 
catastrophe  if  we  can  stop 
an  asteroid  from  hitting 
this  planet?  Such  a  natural 
impact  would  be  the  most 
likely  end  of  our  species, 
since  impacts  have  naturally 
wiped  out  over  2/3  of  all  life 
that  has  ever  existed  on 
Earth.  Not  using  our  natu- 
ral intelligence  to  benefit 
ourselves  just  seems,  well, 
unnatural. 


Justin  Trottier  is  a  second-year 
engineering  science  student 


Do  you  really  want  to  live 
that  long? 


by  JOANNE  TANG 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Hughes  believes  that  many 
who  are  born  today  will 
live  to  be  200  or  300  years 
old.  Cambridge  researcher 
Aubrey  de  Grey,  friend  of 
Hughes  and  champion  of 
radical  life-extension,  esti- 
mates that  treatment  which 
doubles  the  remaining  life  ex- 
pectancy for  today's  70  year- 
olds  would  be  available  in  15 
to  100  years.  He  also  thinks 
treatments  that  could  do  a 
lot  more  would  follow  suit. 
By  putting  more  money  into 
researching  the  mechanisms 
of  aging,  scientists  would  be 
able  to  reverse  the  process. 
The  number  of  people  that 
suffer  from  age-related  dis- 
abilities and  diseases  would 
be  greatly  reduced,  and 
we'd  all  have  an  indefinite 
lifespan. 

If  we  no  longer  need  to  ex- 
pect to  die  any  time  soon,  we 
would  free  ourselves  from  in- 
evitable deterioration.  We'd 
also  free  ourselves  from  the 
tyranny  of  time.  We  could 
start  (and  finish!)  all  the 
things  we  had  ever  wanted 
to  do.  And  it  would  never  be 
too  late  to  become  what  we 
might  have  been. 

But   really,   do  we  need 


to  live  that  long?  Shouldn't 
we  take  caution  against 
such  radical  alteration  of 
the  human  lifespan?  Life  as 
we  know  it,  in  its  variety 
of  forms,  has  a  beginning 
and  an  end.  That's  part  of 
its  beauty;  it's  what  makes 
it  precious.  We  value  life 
because  it  will  go  away:  hu- 
man beings  attach  emotional 
importance  to  that  which  is 
significant  yet  transient. 

Life  as  we  know 
it  has  a  beginning 
and  an  end.  That's 
part  of  its  beauty; 
it's  what  makes  it 
precious. 

You  may  say  this  all  sounds 
very  romantic  and  not  scien- 
tific, as  if  it's  . taken  from  a 
book  of  popular  philosophy. 
We  get  weary  of  things  that 
seem  too  soft. 

But  that's  not  the  point. 
Is  science  really  our  only 
answer  to  everything?  We've 
had  such  emphasis  on  the 
physical  and  on  what's 
quantitative  research,  but 
many  of  the  most  important 


things  about  being  human 
are  not  physical  and  they're 
not  quantitative,"  Somerville 
reminded  me  in  an  inter- 
view before  the  debate.  As 
a  civilized  and  technologi- 
cally advanced  people,  we 
have  forgotten  other  ways  of 
knowing. 

And  1  think  this  has  partly 
to  do  with  our  determination 
to  conquer  the  mysterious. 
We  are  able  to  make  weather 
forecasts  and  see  our  babies 
through  ultrasound.  But  the 
apprehension  that  many  of 
us  feel  about  living  beyond 
200  years,  the  anxiety  we 
have  about  reproductive 
cloning,  or  the  doubt  we 
have  about  genetically  engi- 
neering the  "perfect  baby," 
are  there  for  a  reason.  It  is 
anxiety,  in  addition  to  know- 
ing that  slacking  off  gets  you 
nowhere,  that  kick  starts  you 
into  studying  for  an  exam. 
Emotional  reactions  have  an 
adaptive  function  -  and  yes, 
they  are  distinct  from  what 
many  call  the  "yuck  factor." 
Pay  close  attention,  our  feel- 
ings may  be  trying  to  tell  us 
something. 


Joanne  Tang  is  a  recent  U  of  T 
psychology  graduate. 


The  \/&rsity  presents 


Voyages  into  man-sex 

This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  sexual  education  columns  that  we  here  at  the 
Varsity  are  planning  on  running  as  a  service  to  our  readers.  And  hey,  who 
doesn't  like  sex? Expert  advice  provided  by  U  ofT's  Sexual  Education  Centre. 


Dear  SEC, 

I'm  excited  to  be  a  frosh  at  U  of  T, 
but  something  has  really  caught  my 
attention:  namely,  my  same-sex 
roommate.  So  much  so  that  we 
made  out  a  few  days  ago  and  now 
I  can't  stop  thinking  about  him.  I've 
never  been  so  attracted  to  a  guy  be- 
fore and  it's  freaking  me  out. 

Mostly  Orthodox 

We  at  SEC  understand  that  being 
away  from  home  for  the  first  time 
really  places  you  into  a  world 
unknown,  so  we'd  like  to  com- 
mend you  for  taking  the  plunge 
into  frosh  sexual  experimenta- 
tion. First  off,  sexuality  is  super 
fluid — just  because  something 
floats  your  boat  now  doesn't  mean 
you've  isolated  yourself  into  a 
single  community.  In  other  words, 
sexual  activity  isn't  necessarily 
indicative  of  sexual  preference, 
because  after  all,  who  doesn't 
enjoy  getting  their  rocks  off?  As 
long  as  you  and  your  roommate 


are  comfortable  with  each  other 
as  well  as  with  voyages  into  man- 
sex  unknown  and  are  being  safer 
about  it,  we  say  feel  good  now  and 
autonomously  reflect  later. 

In  case  the  whole  potentially  gay 
thing  is  eating  you  alive,  however, 
we  recommend  you  to  either  visit 
us  at  SEC  or  LGBTOUT,  your  friend- 
ly campus  queer  group,  at  that  tun- 
nel thing  in  Sir  Daniel  Wilson  Hall. 


Dear  SEC, 

Long  story  short:  the  condom  broke, 
I'm  on  the  pill,  but  my  boyfriend  con- 
fessed to  having  chlamydia.  I  don't 
have  any  symptoms.  What  do  I  do? 

Very  Distressed 

Get  thee  to  a  gyno.  Most  women 
(and  a  good  proportion  of  men) 
never  show  the  symptoms  of 
chlamydia,  or  most  other  bacte- 
rial sexually  transmitted  diseases 
(STD's),  so  it's  not  unusual  that 
you    haven't    experienced  the 


burning  pee  sensation  or  green- 
ish discharge  that  is  commonly 
associated  with  venereal  disease. 
Chlamydia  (a.k.a.  one  of  the 
most  common  infections  among 
people  ages  18  to  30)  is  easy 
to  treat  with  antibiotics  when 
caught  early.  If  not  treated  in 
its  early  stages,  it  can  make  you 
more  susceptible  to  other  STD's 
and  may  lead  to  pelvic  inflamma- 
tory disease,  which  is  the  bane  of 
the  female  reproductive  system's 
existence.  You  can  go  to  Health 
Services  for  testing/treatment,  or 
should  you  be  Koffler  Center- 
a-phobic,  we  recommend  the 
Hassle-Free  Clinic  on  Church  and 
Wellesley.  And  don't  forget,  each 
time  you  get  a  pelvic  exam  you 
should  be  tested  for  STD's. 


SEC  operates  between  9  a.m.  and  9 
p.m.  on  weekdays.  Our  anonymous 
hotline  is  416-97UT-SEC  and  we 
welcome  everyone  who  stops  by  our 
office  at  91  St.  George  Street. 
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Fairer  days  ahead 

Football  great  Dan  Feraday  is  back  with  the  Blues — this  time 
on  the  sidelines — and  he's  hoping  to  help  turn  things  around. 


by  REBECCA ADDELMAN 
VARSITY  STAFF 


"There's  been  a  gun-call  situ- 
ation...! won't  be  able  to  make 
practice  today."  The  Varsity  Blues' 
newest  quarterback  coach  is  on 
the  line  from  the  55th  Division. 
Someone,  somewhere  in  the  city  is 
wielding  a  gun,  and  the  onus  is  on 
him  to  respond.  Unlike  the  rest  of 
the  U  of  T  coaching  staff,  this  one 
doubles  as  a  sargeant  for  the  Metro 
Toronto  Police  Force  and  is,  on  oc- 
casion, allowed  to  miss  practice. 
For  Dan  Feraday,  duty  regretably 
calls. 

The  name  Dan  Feraday  prob- 
ably means  little  or  nothing  to  the 
bulk  of  U  of  T's  student  body;  but 
were  you  to  roll  the  name  off  your 
tongue  around  campus  during  the 
early  1980's,  it  would  be  sure  to 
spark  a  potent  reaction.  This  is  a 
hometown  Toronto  boy  who  played 
football  for  his  hometown  U  of  T 
team — and  proceeded  to  smash 
every  Ontario  University  Associa- 
tion (OUA)  passing  record,  includ- 
ing his  own,  in  a  four-year  span. 
Quite  literally,  when  he  arrived  at 
U  of  T,  Dan  Feraday  was  the  best 
quarterback  that  Canadian  univer- 
sity football  had  ever  seen. 

"I  come  from  humble  begin- 
nings," explains  the  football  great. 

"I  was  trying  to  find 
a  home  in  football  for 
almost  five  years... it 
turned  out  to  be  an 
extended  road  trip." 

Growing  up  at  Shaw  and  Bloor  St., 
Feraday  describes  his  family  home, 
one  that  cozily  slept  all  ten  of  his 
immediate  family  members,  as  be- 
ing "a  semi-detached  that  was  10  Vi 
feet  wide... and  nine  and  a  half  on 
the  inside."  But,  he  adds,  after  a  sip 
of  tea,  "it  was  deep." 

Firmly  rooted  in  Toronto,  Feraday 
and  his  five  brothers  started  a  sort 
of  dynasty — a  football  dynasty — at 
St.  Michael's  College  High  School. 
Under  the  guidance  of  coach  Tom 
Corrigan,  the  vice-president  for 
the  Teamsters  of  Canada,  Dan  led 
his  high  school  team  to  victory  in 
his  grade  12  year.  The  film  captured 
of  Feraday  from  that  season,  and 
Corrigan's  contacts  in  the  States, 
among  whom  ranked  Miami  coach 
Don  Shula,  brought  the  recruiting 
calls  rolling  in.  Notre  Dame  and 
Stanford,  two  of  the  more  illustri- 
ous football  programs  in  the  NCAA, 
came  knocking  on  the  Feraday  fam- 
ily door  with  scholarhips  in  hand. 
Programs  as  close  to  home  as  York 
also  worked  hard  to  recruit  the 
young  quarterback.  But  he  turned 
them  all  down  to  attend  U  of  T. 

"1  was  never  recruited  by  U  of 
T,"  explains  Feraday,  with  a  mix- 
ture of  incredulity  and  pride.  His 
choice  of  U  of  T  was  mainly  family 


oreinted — two  older  brothers  were 
already  attending  the  school,  his 
father  wanted  him  to  attend  U  of 
T,  and  besides,  "I  wanted  to  stay  at 
home,"  he  reasons. 

For  the  next  four  years,  between 
1978  and  1981,  home  for  Dan  be- 
came Varsity  Stadium.  During  that 
time,  or  that  era — as  some  have 
called  it — Feraday  was  nothing 
short  of  a  force  of  nature. 

What  had  predominantly  been  a 
running  and  kicking  game  at  U  of 
T  changed  to  accommodate  Dan's 
uncanny  ability  at  hurling  the  ball. 
In  his  last  year  of  university  play, 
having  already  logged  a  short  stint 
with  the  Toronto  Argonauts  in  the 
interim,  Feraday  proceeded  to 
smash  Ontario  University  Associa- 
tion (OUA)  records  left,  right  and 
centre. 

The  year  1981  saw  Dan  Feraday 
throw  for  a  total  of  2,656  yards  in 
the  season,  setting  a  record  that 
would  hold  until  2002.  The  same 
year,  the  kid  with  the  "great,  great 
arm,"  as  he  was  described  by  for- 
mer coach  Ron  Murphy,  put  up 
the  record  for  most  yards  passing 
in  a  game — 546,  and  most  yards 
passing  in  a  career — 7,159.  Add  to 
this  impressive  list  the  records  for 
most  completions — in  a  game,  sea- 
son, and  career  (41,  194,  501)  — as 
well  as  most  touchdown  passes  in 
a  season  and  career  (21,  50),  not 
to  mention  a  Hec-Crighton  Trophy, 
and  you  can  see  why  Feraday  left 
an  indelible  mark  in  the  minds  of 
football  fans  nation-wide. 

"It  seems  that  memories  of  Var- 
sity football  ended  in  '81  with  Dan's 
graduation,"  says  Paul  Carson,  as- 
sistant to  dean  Kidd  at  the  Faculty 
of  Physical  Education  and  Health. 
In  the  early  80's,  Carson  was  the 
sports  information  director  for  U 
of  T  athletics.  As  far  as  he's  con- 
cerned, it  was  Dan  that  raised  the 
bar  for  the  players  and  the  pro- 
gram, and  thrust  the  Varsity  Blues 
into  the  limelight. 

While  it  may  not  be  true  that 
Varsity  football  was  completely 
wiped  off  the  mental  map  after 
1981,  Feraday 's  glory  days  are 
uniquely  memorable.  If  not  for  the 
exceptional  level  of  play,  then  for 
the  lasting  legacies.  According  to 
Carson,  there  were  two  — "public- 
ity for  the  football  program,  and 
the  impetus  for  recruiting." 

Both  came  home  to  roost  in  the 
1983  season.  Although  Feraday's 
arm  never  threw  for  a  champion- 
ship, his  fame  and  skill  "got  us  a  lot 
of  good  players,"  admits  Carson.  In 
1983,  two  years  after  Dan  Feraday 
had  graduated,  the  Blues  went  on 
to  win  the  Yates  Cup — the  top  title 
in  the  OUA. 

Current  head  coach  Steve  Howlett 
was  on  that  team.  Dan  Feraday,  the 
quarterback  who  seemed  destined 
for  greatness  in  the  professional 
leagues,  helped  coach  that  team. 

Continued  on  next  page 
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"I  was  trying  to  find  a  home  in 
football  for  almost  five  years," 
recalls  the  former  Blue,  "it 
turned  out  to  be  an  extended 
road  trip."  Post-graduation,  and 
while  still  on  contract  with  the 
Argos,  Feraday  became  the  first 
Canadian  university  athlete 
to  ever  get  drafted  to  an  NFL 
team.  Super  Bowl  champions, 
the  Bengals,  picked  Feraday 
second-last  in  the  1982  draft. 
Dan  would  now  be  leaving  To- 
ronto— headed  for  Cincinnati. 

But  it  proved  to  be  a  relative- 
ly short  stint  in  the  American 
big  leagues.  After  playing  in  a 
pre-season  game  against  the 
Kansas  City  Chiefs,  to  a  crowd 
of  90,000,  Feraday  was  released 
by  the  Bengals  and  snatched 
up  by  the  Edminton  Eskimos. 
From  there,  the  quarterback 

After  one  officer  went 
down  with  a  bullet,  it 
fell  to  Feraday — and  his 
rookie  partner — to  get 
their  man  out  before  he 
bled  to  death. 

bounced  around  the  conti- 
nent, spending  time  with  the 
Saskatchewan  Roughriders, 
the  Michigan  Panthers  (a  USFL 
team),  the  Bengals  again,  the 
Detroit  Lions,  and  the  Green 
Bay  Packers.  All  of  this  in  only 
three  short  years. 

The  brevity  of  his  NFL  career 
doesn't  bother  him.  Instead, 
Dan  Feraday  likes  to  consider 
himself  lucky  for  having  had 
the  opportunity  to  play,  both 
in  the  NFL,  and  for  his  hom- 
eteam,  the  Toronto  Argos.  "If  a 
kid  could  have  two  dreams"  he 
reminisces. 

Perhaps  a  third  dream  on  a 
list  of  childhood  goals,  would 
be  to  follow  in  father's  foot- 
steps. After  coaching  at  U  of  T 
in  1983  and  1984,  and  spending 
a  half  year  in  teacher's  college 
here  at  the  university,  Feraday 
was  accepted  onto  the  Toronto 
Police  Force.  The  senior  Fera- 
day, Dan's  father,  had  been  a 
detective  with  the  force  for  37 
years.  Police  work,  claims  Dan, 
is  something  he  "came  by  hon- 
estly." 

At  this  stage,  football  was  put 
on  the  backburner  for  this  quar- 
terback. Four  or  five  years  into 
his  police  work,  Feraday  joined 
the  ETF — ^Toronto's  Emergency 
Task  Force.  They  are  the  elite 
force  that  get  called  when  seri- 
ous trouble,  like  heavy  artillery 
fire,  is  afoot. 

"I  did  the  SWAT  thing  for  10 
years,"  Feraday  acknowledges 
casually,  "1  really  enjoyed  it." 
One  bump  along  the  road, 
something  that  could  have 
wrung  some  of  the  enjoyment 
out  of  SWAT  work,  was  an 
incident  that  Dan  likes  to  call 
"our  own  little  Gulf  War  here  in 
Toronto." 

On  a  cold,  clear  Saturday  in 
January,  1991,  as  Operation 
Desert  Storm  played  out  in  the 
Middle  East,  Feraday  was  one 
of  four  Toronto  police  officers 
caught  in  one  of  the  biggest 
shootouts  ever  seen  in  North 
America.  From  a  motel  room  on 
Lakeshore  Blvd.  West,  the  per- 
petrators of  a  cross-country 


bowl  '81 


crime  spree  were  found  holed 
up  with  29  stolen  firearms — in- 
cluding an  M-16  assault  rifle. 
After  one  officer  went  down 
with  a  bullet  in  the  shoulder,  it 
fell  to  Feraday — and  his  rookie 
partner — to  get  their  man  out 
before  he  bled  to  death. 
After  a  successful  rescue. 


which  forced  Dan  to  duck  and 
run  through  the  torrent  of  bul- 
lets, the  shootout  continued 
for  six  and  a  half  hours.  In  to- 
tal, 500  rounds  of  ammunition 
were  unloaded  on  the  officers 
that  day.  In  return,  they  fired 
54  rounds,  Feraday  himself 
accountable   for   18.  Follow- 


ing an  investigation  in  which 
the  ETF  and  the  police  were 
scrutinized  for  "excessive  use 
of  force,"  Feraday  received  a 
Metro  Toronto  Medal  of  Merit 
for  bravery  for  his  part  in  the 
rescue  and  arrest. 

Having  moved  on  from  the 
ETF,  and  now  assuming  the 


VARSITY  ARCHIVES 

HEY-DAY:  Blues  number  18,  Dan  Feraday,  throwing  one  of  many  passes  on  his  way  to  breaking  several 
QUA  records  in  1981.  Only  last  year  did  Queen's  quarterback  Tommy  Denison  surpass  Feraday's  record 
for  most  yards  passing  in  a  season. 


Coach  Feraday  looks  out  over  Varsity  Field  this  week,  site  of  past  glories,  atop  his  wheels.  "A  poor  man's 
Harley"  is  how  he  describes  his  ride  -  a  Yamaha. 


role  of  sargeant,  Feraday  is 
back  with  the  Blues  for  the 
first  time  in  close  to  20  years. 
While  he  makes  it  to  the  side- 
lines whenever  his  schedule 
permits,  he  admits  that  he's 
"not  in  a  position  in  [his]  ca- 
reer to  devote  a  lot  of  time,"  to 
coaching. 

This  doesn't  bother  head 
coach  Steve  Howlett  one 
bit.  In  fact,  Howlett,  who  is 
reponsible  for  coaching  the 
quarterbacks  when  Feraday's 
police  duties  keep  him  away, 
wouldn't  have  it  any  other  way. 
"1  saw  whatever  contribution 
he  [Dan]  could  make  being  of 
great  value,"  he  explains.  "It's 
good  for  us  to  bring  that  era 
back  to  our  program." 

That's  precisely  the  aim  of 
enticing  Feraday  back  into  the 
folds  of  the  Blues  football  pro- 
gram. "There's  a  rich  tradition 
here,"  says  Howlett —  undoubt- 
edly one  to  which  Feraday 
remains  an  integral  part.  Such 
an  integral  part,  in  fact,  that 
Howlett  actively  sought  him 
out  for  his  coaching  staff. 

Unlike  some  alumni,  who 
are  occasionally  accused  of 
steering  clear  of  the  "bad 
news  Blues" — the  team  that 
has  won  only  two  games  in 
five  seasons — Feraday  was 
not  daunted  by  the  prospect  of 
joining  a  team  with  a  terrible 
track  record  of  late.  "It's  one 
of  the  reasons  I  came  back,"  he 
retorts.  "This  is  a  very  difficult 
year.  Steve  [Howlett]  needs 
a  good  supporting  cast.  The 
team  needs  proper  support." 

While  Dan  Feraday  is  a  hero 
returned,  a  title  he  would  un- 
doubtedly shrug  off,  he  is  here 
both  because  Howlett  is  here, 
and  because  he  believes  in  the 
revitalization  of  the  Varsity 
program. 

He's  also  incredibly  enthusi- 
astic about  the  Blues  gathering 
potential.  "I  had  eight  really 
good  quarterbacks  at  training 
camp  this  year,"  the  words 
come  streaming  out  he's  so  ex- 
cited, "but  they  were  willing  to 
give  up  their  dreams  of  playing 
quarterback,  and  use  their  ath- 
letic ability  elsewhere  on  the 
team.  The  team  goal  is  number 
one,  and  that  says  a  lot  about 
the  type  of  values  Howlett  is 
instilling." 

Ideally,  this  optimism,  and 
Feraday's  wealth  of  experi- 
ence, will  make  its  mark  on 
the  team  in  2003.  Fourth-year 
quarterback,  and  Feraday's 
charge.  Carter  Livingstone  is 
hopeful:  "He's  a  very  positive 
man.  He  doesn't  dwell  on  the 
negative.  That's  rubbed  off  on 
the  coaches  and  players." 

Even  while  walking  across 
Varsity  Field,  through  where 
the  stadium  that  witnessed  his 
past  victories  once  stood,  Fe- 
raday manages  to  stay  upbeat. 
"I'm  just  glad  they're  playing 
here  again." 

But  the  question  remains — 
does  this  renewed  involvement 
with  the  team  make  the  former 
footballer  miss  playing  the 
sport  he  once  dominated?  The 
corners  of  his  mouth  turn  up- 
wards, and  his  eyes  glint  with 
a  look  that  screams  "do  1  ever." 
"Yeah,"  Feraday  answers  quick- 
ly, "but  right  now  I'm  living  vi- 
cariously through  Carter." 
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Peaceful  prof  praised  for 
pollution  prevention 

Makes  environmentally  beneficial  inventions 


ZOE  CORMIER 


Dr.  Biswajit  Ganguly  and  his  patented  gas  purifier,  designed  to  detoxify 
automobile  exiiaust  fumes  and  reduce  carbon  dioxide  emissions. 


by  ZOE  CORMIER 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  pet  project  of  two  U  of  T  scien- 
tists dedicated  to  peace  and  the  en- 
vironment is  receiving  international 
attention. 

Dr.  Biswajit  Ganguly  and  Dr.  Roger 
Hansen  founded  International  Innova- 
tion Projects  in  2000  to  "coordinate 
environmental  research  and  applied 
natural  technologies  for  the  benefit 
of  humanity,  with  particular  emphasis 
on  reducing  poverty  and  enhancing 


an  understanding  of  the  processes 
of  peace." 

"I  have  known  many  educated  peo- 
ple, with  a  lot  of  degrees,  who  don't 
think  about  how  to  save  the  world," 
said  Dr.  Ganguly.  "We  are  a  part  of  the 
environment,  our  body  is  part  of  the 
environment,  we  breathe  the  air,  we 
drink  the  water,  so  for  our  own  benefit 
we  have  to  clean  the  environment,  we 
have  to  change  our  activities,"  he  said. 
"We  have  all  sorts  of  new  technologies, 
but  we  have  to  implement  them  in  the 
right  way,  not  simply  create  destruc- 
tive instruments.  Technology  should 


be  used  for  the  people,  it  should  be 
used  to  help  the  environment." 

Dr.  Ganguly  was  born  and  raised  in 
India,  in  a  family  of  consulting  engi- 
neers. There  he  obtained  degrees  in 
Engineering  and  Environmental  Sci- 
ence. When  he  first  came  to  Canada 
five  years  ago,  despite  his  academic 
background,  he  was  only  able  to  find 
employment  selling  flour. 

Fortunately  for  Dr.  Ganguly,  a 
chance  meeting  with  Dr.  Hansell  of  the 
Zoology  department  at  the  University 
of  Toronto  landed  him  a  job. 

"I'm  a  morris  dancer,  which  is  a  type 
of  old  British  folk  dance,"  said  Dr.  Han- 
sell. "Dr.  Ganguly  happened  to  be  in 
attendance  at  one  of  my  performanc- 
es. He  introduced  himself,  saying  that 
he  had  admired  my  dance.  And  as  he 
himself  is  a  singer  of  folk  and  popular 
music  in  India,  we  got  to  talking,  and 
discovered  that  we  had  many  similar 
interests  academically." 

Through  Dr.  Hansell,  Dr.  Ganguly 
was  able  to  get  a  position  as  a  post- 
doctoral fellow  in  Environmental 
Studies  at  U  of  T  and  begin  academic 
work  again. 

"My  specialization  is  in  practical 
inventions,"  said  Dr.  Ganguly.  "1  not 
only  innovate  but  1  also  implement. 
I  want  to  do  something,  not  just  to 
put  formulas  and  sketches  on  a  black- 
board— 1  try  to  bring  something  to  the 
people." 

Dr.  Ganguly's  first  invention,  which 
is  patented  and  currently  used  by 
several  multinational  corporations,  is 


a  gas  purifier,  or  a  low-cost  catalytic 
conversion  device  to  reduce  auto- 
mobile emissions.  The  invention 
has  three  parts:  the  first  portion 
adds  oxygen  to  the  fuel  chamber  to 
increase  fuel  efficiency  by  helping  to 
burn  up  any  unused  fuel.  The  second 
part  consists  of  a  gas  purifier  that  con- 
verts toxic  gases  into  non-toxic  gcises, 
such  as  turning  carbon  monoxide  (the 
gas  that  kills  people  left  in  a  locked  ga- 
rage with  the  engine  on)  into  carbon 
dioxide.  The  third  part  is  a  chamber 
that  converts  this  carbon  dioxide  into 
salts,  keeping  carbon  dioxide  emis- 
sions down  in  accordance  with  the 
Kyoto  protocol. 

Dr.  Ganguly  has  a  patent  on  this  gas 
purifier,  and  has  applied  for  patents 
on  twelve  other  inventions.  He  has 
designed  an  air  purifier,  which  uses 
organic  plant  material  to  remove 
harmful  toxins  from  the  air — a  pro- 
totype of  this  invention  is  already  in 
use  at  Malvern  Collegiate.  His  other 
inventions  include  a  natural  air  condi- 
tioning system,  which  uses  a  resevoir 
of  water  and  clay  walls  to  cool  the  air, 
efficient  solar  heating  devices,  and  ef- 
ficient arctic  clothing. 

Dr.  Hansell  and  Dr.  Ganguly  also 
founded  the  Journal  of  Environmen- 
tal Peace,  a  forum  for  discussion  of 
the  "relationship  between  human 
behaviour  and  natural  resources." 
The  editorial  board  consists  of  a 
number  of  scholars  from  around  the 
world,  including  four  Nobel  Laureates. 
Last  year's  Rhodes  Scholar  from  Trin- 
ity College  at  U  of  T,  Zinta  Zommers, 
was  a  volunteer  for  this  project. 

Dr.  Hansell  and  Dr.  Ganguly's  work 
has  not  gone  unrecognized.  They 
were  featured  on  Indian  television 
for  their  projects  in  that  country. 
More  impressive,  they  have  received 
support  and  congratulatory  remarks 
from  a  huge  list  of  international  schol- 
ars, including  six  Nobel  laureates,  and 
internationally  known  mathematician 
Dr.  Stephen  Hawking. 


Car  computer  can  cause  crashes 


by  ELAINE  WONG 


We've  all  seen  the  car  ads  promoting 
new  built-in  computer  systems  ca- 
pable of  giving  drivers  directions  by 
integrating  data  about  the  weather, 
traffic  congestion,  and  roadblocks, 
mapping  out  the  most  efficient  route 
possible.  A  new  study  however  by 
U  of  T  Professor  Baher  Abdulhai 
and  Horace  Look  of  the  Department 
of  Civil  Engineering  suggests  that 
Dynamic  Route  Guidance  Systems 
(DRGs)  may  actually  increase  the  risk 
of  accidents. 

According  to  Prof.  Abdulhai,  DRGs 
work  by  having  "traffic  operation  cen- 
ters that  gather  information  from  field 
devices  recording  traffic  volumes  and 
speeds  every  20  to  30  seconds.  A  DRG 
would  connect  to  the  nearest  center 
and  download  current  travel  time 
estimations. 

Currently  in  Toronto,  some  sys- 
tems are  available  for  about  $2,000  to 
$4,000,  but  they  are  based  on  digital 
maps  and  global  positioning  systems 
that  give  you  directions  only  based 


on  distance  [without  incorporating 
information  about  traffic  volumes]." 

While  Abdulhai  doesn't  "think 
there  are  any  people  in  Toronto  using 
these  systems  yet... there  are  many 
people  using  them  in  the  U.S.,  Europe, 
and  of  course  Japan." 

Prof.  Abdulhai  studied  this  issue  us- 
ing a  computer  model  of  an  inner  city 
layout.  When  60  per  cent  of  the  cars 
in  the  model  were  DRG  equipped  dur- 
ing rush  hour,  the  model  predicted 
about  five  more  accidents  per  year. 

The  explanation  behind  this  seems 
to  be  that  if  there  is  an  obstruction  to 
avoid,  when  more  people  are  using 
DRGs,  more  people  end  up  taking  the 
same  route  to  avoid  that  obstruction. 
Common  sense  dictates  that  if  more 
people  are  suddenly  taking  the  same 
path,  more  accidents  are  likely  to 
happen.  The  number  of  turns  that 
a  driver  takes  can  also  increase  the 
risk  of  an  accident.  When  using  DRGs, 
drivers  will  often  have  to  go  through 
more  intersections  and  perform  more 
turns. 

Dr.  Abdulhai  studied  another  type 
of  in-car  computer  system,  Safety- 


Enhanced  Route  Guidance  Systems 
(SRGs),  which  are  supposed  to 
minimize  the  number  of  turns  the 
driver  takes.  The  study  found  that 
SRGs  found  do  decrease  the  risk  of 
accidents,  but  DRGs  cut  traveling 
time  in  half. 

This  is  a  preliminary  study  how- 
ever, using  only  a  small  inner-city 


grid,  and  the  results  are  not  meant 
to  be  conclusive.  "This  study  is  only 
the  first  stab  at  the  subject,  and  the 
network  used  is  intentionally  small 
for  us  to  understand  what  is  going 
on.  In  larger  networks,  many  other 
factors  can  come  into  play  and  can 
mask  what  we  want  to  test.  In  the 
near  future,  we  intend  to  expand  the 
network."  Perhaps  further  studies 
will  find  ways  to  help  us  balance  both 
speed  and  safety. 


NELPHKEEBLER 


Truth  is  Stranger  Than  Fiction 


It  is  possible  to  create  a  form  of  ice  ttiat  can  be  tieated  to  100°C — 
and  still  remain  solid.  Known  as  Ice  7,  it  is  created  by  subjecting 
normal  ice  to  a  pressure  of 22,000  atmospheres,  the  equivalent  of 


about  40,000  elephants  standing  on  one  square  yard.  The  crystal 
structure  of  normal  ice  rearranges  into  a  more  compact  form,  and 
if  the  pressure  is  maintained,  can  be  heated  into  "hot  ice." 


SCIENCE  BRIEFS 


Star  eats  pl«uiets, 
erupts  with  gas 

in  the  winter  of  2002,  V838 
Monocerotis,  a  star  20,000  light 
years  away,  engulfed  three  near- 
by planets,  resulting  in  massive 
explosions  each  time.  In  Janu- 
ary of  2002,  the  star  became 
the  brightest  in  the  Milky  Way, 
600,000  times  brighter  than  our 
own  sun.  The  star  then  faded, 
only  to  brighten  again  in  Febru- 
ary and  March.  Astronomers 
struggled  to  explain  what  had 
happened  at  the  time,  but  now 
seem  to  agree  that  the  explo- 
sions resulted  from  the  star 
"eating"  a  nearby  planet,  which 
caused  the  star  to  erupt  and 
expand,  only  to  engulf  another 
planet,  and  so  on.  This  may  hap- 
pen to  our  own  solar  system  in 
a  billion  years — Mercury  and 
Venus  will  probably  be  engulfed, 
but  Earth's  doubt  remains  in 
doubt. 

Source:  New  Scientist 
-ZOE  CORMIER 


Monkey  justice 

A  new  study  the  behaviour  of 
Capuchin  monkeys  shows  that 
the  primates  have  a  sense  of 
justice  and  fair  play,  like  some 
humans.  Researchers  trained 
the  monkeys  to  exchange  tokens 
for  food,  usually  a  cucumber.  If 
the  monkeys  saw  their  neigh- 
bour receive  not  a  cucumber  but 
a  tasty  grape,  they  responded 
by  throwing  their  cucumber  or 
token  out  of  their  cage  (often 
at  the  researcher),  sometimes 
even  refusing  to  exchange  future 
tokens  for  mere  cucumbers.  The 
monkeys  became  even  angrier 
if  they  saw  another  monkey  re- 
ceive a  grape  for  nothing.  Only 
the  females  responded  in  this 
way — the  researchers  reasoned 
that  the  male  monkeys  were 
more  interested  in  sex,  the  fe- 
males in  food. 
Source:  Nature 
-I.e. 
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Idol  worship 

From  international  hit  to 
Canadian  phenomenon,  eh! 


byYASMINSIODIQUI 
VARSITY  STAFF 


"The  winner  is...." 

It's  Tuesday  night  at  the  John  Bas- 
sett  Theatre  in  downtown  Toronto, 
and  as  the  summer  winds  down, 
the  hottest  question  of  the  sea- 
son is  about  to  be  answered.  Two 
young  men  stand  on  stage  in  front 
of  a  wound-up  crowd  one  thousand 
strong,  and  for  the  first  time,  a  hush 
falls  over  the  sign-waving  throng.  In 
homes  across  the  country,  people 
sit  glued  to  their  TV  sets,  on  the 
edge  of  their  seats  in  anticipation 
as  host  Ben  Mulroney  draws  out 
suspense  as  long  as  the  time  con- 
straints of  live  TV  will  allow. 

Canadian  Idol  fever  has  swept  the 
nation. 

The  two  young  men  on  stage  are 
Ryan  Malcolm,  23,  and  Gary  Beals, 
20.  Five  months  ago,  Malcolm  was  a 
waiter  in  Kingston,  while  Beals  was 
a  theatre  student  in  Dartmouth, 
Nova  Scotia.  Today,  they  are  celeb- 
rities, known  simply  as  "Ryan"  and 
"Gary",  and  in  the  next  minute,  one 
of  them  will  become  Canada's  first 
Idol. 

How  did  a  show  that  started  out 
as  a  clone  of  the  glitzy,  schlocky 
American  Idol  become  a  summer 
phenomenon  in  Canada?  Canadian 
Idol,  CTV's  homegrown  version  of 
the  international  Idol  brand  of  glori- 
fied karaoke  competitions,  is  now  in 
the  history  books  as  the  highest- 


rated  Canadian  television  series 
of  all  time,  averaging  2.06  million 
viewers  weekly.  On  Monday  night, 
the  last  night  of  competition  that  pit 
Malcolm  vs.  Beals  one-on-one,  3.3 
million  votes  were  dialed  in  across 
the  country — the  most  calls  ever 
recorded  in  any  two-hour  period  in 
Canadian  history. 

The  formula  sounds  so  simple — 
hold  auditions  across  the  country, 
narrow  the  thousands  of  star-wan- 
nabes down  to  an  exclusive  top 
group,  and  then  throw  the  kids  on 
live  television.  Each  week,  choose 
a  theme,  have  a  singoff,  and  allow 
fans  to  vote  for  their  favourites. 
The  competitor  with  the  least  votes 
is  eliminated,  and  the  rest  go  on. 
Rinse  and  repeat  until  you're  left 
with  one  singer  standing,  hand  the 
lucky  kid  the  title  of  "Idol"  and  an 
international  recording  contract, 
and  hope  to  god  the  country  got  it 
right. 

Invented  by  pop  music  bigwig 
Simon  Fuller,  the  idea  was  a  huge 
hit  in  England,  and  an  even  big- 
ger hit  south  of  the  border,  where 
American  Idol  has  made  stars  out 
of  Idols  Kelly  Clarkson  and  Ruben 
Studdard,  and  created  an  unlikely 
heartthrob  in  second-season  run- 
ner-up Clay  Aiken. 

"1  think  American  Idol  in  particu- 
lar, and  Canadian  Idol,  give  regular 
people  people  to  gravitate  to,"  spe- 
cial guest  Studdard  said  at  a  press 
conference  Tuesday  night  (following 


Ladies  and  gentlemen,  your  Canadian  Idol:  'Waiter  Boy'  Ryan  Malcolm. 


YASMINSIDDiaUl 


YASMINSIDDIQUI 


Gary  the  Great:  Runner-up  Beals. 


the  final  episode  of  C/)  when  asked 
to  explain  the  concept's  enormous 
popularity.  "The  record  industry 
spends  their  whole  year  trying  to 
figure  out  what  people  want,  and 
these  shows  give  people  exactly 
what  they  want." 

What  the  people  in  Canada 
wanted  was  a  lot  less  clear  than  our 
American  cousins,  who  were  ready 
to  coronate  Studdard  and  Aiken 
weeks  before /i/2's  finale.  Malcolm, 
the  new  Canadian  Idol,  was  almost 
eliminated  twice  before  he  finally 
made  the  cut  for  the  show's  final 
group.  Dubbed  "Waiter  Boy"  by  me- 
dia and  fans  after  cranky  judge  Zack 
Werner  said  one  of  his  outfits  would 
be  better  suited  to  a  restaurant 
server,  Malcolm  was  number  eleven 
in  a  group  originally  meant  to  be  a 
Top  Ten,  ushered  in  through  a  'wild 
card'  process  that  saw  him  receive 
such  a  large  percentage  of  the  votes 
that  CTV  made  a  last-minute  deci- 
sion to  throw  an  extra  person  into 
the  mix. 

Beals,  the  runner-up,  was  on  the 
harsher  end  of  the  judges'  com- 
ments many  times  over  the  course 
of  the  series,  and  despite  judge  Sass 
Jordan's  shameless  attempts  to 
praise  even  his  worst  performanc- 
es, found  himself  on  the  chopping 
block  more  than  once. 

Reporters  across  the  country 
were  baffled  as  they  picked  what 
they  thought  was  one  sure  winner 
after  another  and  then  saw  them 
all  fall — first  diva  Toya  Alexis,  who, 
upon  elimination,  got  in  the  best  line 
of  the  season  by  referring  to  herself 
in  the  third  person  and  declaring 
that  Canada  was  "not  ready  for  Toya 
Alexis!",  then  Newfie  oddball  Jenny 
Gear,  and  finally  Quebecois  ingenue 
Audrey  de  Montigny.  Even  when 
only  three  Idols  were  left  standing, 
Canadian  voters  managed  to  pro- 
vide a  shocker,  killing  a  much-an- 


ticipated final  showdown  between 
Malcolm  and  Calgary  rocker  Billy 
Klippert  by  eliminating  Klippert 
and  leaving  Beals  standing. 

Strange  voting  wasn't  the  only 
thing  that  made  CI  unique.  Though 
the  show  slavishly  followed  the 
now-familiar  cookie-cutter  for- 
mat, as  weeks  went  by,  external 
similarities  to  AI  began  to  fall  away 
and  a  distinctively  Canadian  core 
emerged. 

"The  talent  is  entirely  Canadian. 
The  judges  know  what  Canadians 
listen  to,"  host  Mulroney  explained. 
"What  makes  it  Canadian  is  every- 
thing about  it: — that's  part  of  the 
format.  It  can't  be  a  copycat.  The 
format  itself  is  universal...  the 
beauty  of  it  is  that  it  allows  each 
nation  to  imprint  its  national  char- 
acter on  it." 

In  what  other  country  would  you 
find  audiences  as  diverse  as  those 
who  filled  the  Bassett  Theatre  each 
week,  causing  tickets  to  live  tap- 
ings  to  sell  out  in  mere  minutes? 
While  AI  audiences  were  typically 
comprised  of  teenyboppers  and 
baby  boomers  (mostly  Caucasian 
and  female),  CI  crowds  ran  the 
gamut  from  four- year- olds  hanging 
onto  homemade  signs  declaring 


devotion  to  favourite  contestants, 
to  squealing  teenagers,  hip  20- 
somethings  and  families  of  all 
races.  While  votes  were  split  along 
regional  lines,  there  was  a  national 
feeling  to  the  fervour. 

"I  can't  believe  how  people  have 
just  come  together  because  of  the 
show,"  the  newly-crowned  Malcolm 
commented.  "It's  really  brought 
communities  together  and  really, 
the  whole  country." 

"The  best  part  was  how  it's  grown 
over  the  course  of  the  summer," 
judge  Zack  Werner  added.  "Cana- 
dians identified  with  these  kids... 
People  actually  stopped  and  cared 
about  us  as  Canadians,  as  opposed 
to  having  this  reference  to  the  inter- 
national Idol  scene." 

Werner  perhaps  hit  on  the  key 
to  the  phenomenon — Canadian  Idol 
made  Canadians  care  about  Cana- 
dian talent,  and  in  doing  so,  gave 
the  country  something  of  our  own 
to  discuss  around  the  proverbial 
water  cooler. 

"This  is  the  most  incredible  thing 
that  has  ever  happened  to  me — to 
all  of  us,"  Malcolm  offered  sincerely. 
"It  was  really  amazing  to  see  the 
people  come  together.  This  show  is 
amazing,  it  really  is." 


YASMINSIDDIQUI 


Fawning  four:  The  jousting  judges. 


16    Thursday,  September  18, 2003 


Arts  &  Entertainment 


review@the«arsity.ca 


Mexico  a  model  movie 


by  COLIN  TAIT 
VARSITY  STAFF 


After  having  successfully  com- 
pleted his  box  office-friendly  Spy 
Kids,  Robert  Rodriguez  returns  to 
his  indie-auteur  roots  with  Once 
Upon  a  Time  in  Mexico.  Hollywood 
action  films  should  be  based  on 
Rodriguez's  model — the  direc- 
tor managed  to  make  an  action 
film  for  less  than  $30  million  by 
writing,  directing,  editing  and 
scoring  the  film  himself.  If  this 
wasn't  impressive  enough,  the 
director  added  a  stellar  cast,  in- 
cluding not  only  A-list  talent  like 
Antonio  Banderas,  Salma  Hayek, 
and  Johnny  Depp,  but  also  solid 
character  players  such  as  Willem 
Dafoe,  Mickey  Rourke,  Cheech 


FILM  REVIEW 


Once  Upon  a  Time  In 
Mexico 


Written  and  directed  by 
Robert  Rodriguez 


Starring  Antonio  Banderas, 
Johnny  Depp,  Selma  Hayek 


Rating  WW 


Marin,  Enrique  Iglesias  and  cur- 
rent It  Girl  Eva  Mendes. 

Rather  than  repeating  his 
previous  successes  and  simply 
creating  another  straightforward 


Box-office  saviour:  Jolinny  does  it  again. 


tale  of  revenge  south  of  the  bor- 
der, Rodriguez  widens  his  scope 
to  include  an  intricate  plot  which 
includes  a  coup  d'etat  and  ad- 
dresses the  current  crises  Mexi- 
cans face  in  everyday  life.  The 
film  begins  when  special  agent 
Moss  (another  brilliant  portrayal 
by  Johnny  Depp,  who  yet  again 
justifies  the  rave  reviews  that 
he's  been  getting  recently)  seeks 
to  hire  former  national  hero  El 
Mariachi  (Banderas  as  he  repris- 
es his  role  from  1995's  Desperado') 
in  order  to  enact  an  intricate  plot 
involving  generalisimos,  mob- 
sters, presidents  and  retired  FBI 
agents  who  hope  to  exploit  the 
power  vacuum  in  the  unstable 
country  for  their  own  gain. 

More  of  an  ensemble  piece 
than  a  showcase  for  any  single 
actor,  the  film  manages  to  bal- 
ance the  respective  interests 
of  all  its  characters,  while  still 
providing  a  spectacular,  if  not 
entirely  substantial  film  experi- 
ence. Most  impressive  is  the  way 
that  Rodriguez  handles  the  polit- 
ical content,  managing  to  expose 
the  corruption  and  dire  situation 
of  average  Mexicans,  but  at  the 
same  time  making  it  palatable 
enough  for  a  mass  audience. 

While  the  acting  is  impres- 
sive enough  for  an  action  film, 
it's  Depp  who  really  steals  the 
show.  His  characterization  of 
the  maverick  CIA  agent  Moss 
not  only  solidifies  his  title  of 
box-office  saviour  of  the  year 


(see  also  Pirates  of  the  Carib- 
bean), but  ultimately  demands 
his  own  franchise.  In  addition, 
Rodriguez's  film  is  a  true  return 
to  form — when  you  consider  that 
a  typical  Hollywood  drama  costs 
the  same  as  this  movie,  and  Bad 
Boys  11  cost  over  $110  million,  the 


director  not  only  gives  the  audi- 
ence more  bang  for  their  buck, 
but  also  writes  the  manual  for 
making  smart,  entertaining,  and 
cost-efficient  films  that  stand  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  rest  of 
the  disappointing  top-heavy  Hol- 
lywood sequel  season. 
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Soccer  says  they're  sorry:  Football  accepts 


by  REBECCA  ADDELMAN 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Last  night,  the  Varsity  Blues  football 
team  crouched  on  bended  knee  to 
accept  an  apology  from  the  men's 
soccer  team.  In  a  Toronto  Star  article 
published  on  Friday.  Sept.  12,  the  U 
of  T  men's  soccer  team  was  quoted 
making  a  series  of  nasty  comments 
about  the  Blues  football  squad.  Call- 
ing the  team  "a  joke,"  and  claiming 
that  "they  should  cancel  the  whole 
program,"  were  only  some  of  the 
desparaging  remarks  pinned  on 
unknown  members  of  the  soccer 
team — last  year's  OUA  champions, 
and  the  third  ranked  team  in  the 
nation. 

But  according  to  Jim  Lefkos,  direc- 
tor of  U  of  T's  soccer  program,  the 
comments  captured  by  Star  sports 
columnist  Dave  Feschuk  are  far 
from  the  truth.  "It  s  a  very  emotional 
situation,"  says  Lefkos,  who's  been 
training  athletes  at  this  school  for 
23  years.  "This  reporter  led  us  into 
it.  He  came  in  looking  for  a  negative 
article." 

The  article,  entitled  "U  of  T  sings 
the  blues."  focused  on  the  dismal 
record  of  the  so  far  scoreless  Varsity 
football  team.  Feschuk  spoke  to  the 
soccer  players  while  they  warmed 
up  and  waited  to  take  the  field  after 
football  pratice. 

Robert  Rupf,  captain  of  the  soccer 
team,  remembers  that  he  "was  a  bit 
shocked"  when  he  first  read  the  ar- 
ticle last  week.  "This  doesn't  reflect 


how  the  soccer  team  feels  about  the 
other  Varsity  teams.  We  respect  the 
football  team.  They  show  a  lot  of 
heart." 

Ringed  by  the  helmet-clad  football 
players  and  backed  by  his  own  team- 
mates and  coaches,  Rupf  delivered 
an  apology  to  the  beleaguered  Blues, 
as  well  as  a  letter.  The  letter,  which 
was  signed  by  every  member  of  the 
team,  expressed  a  formal  apology  on 
behalf  of  the  men's  soccer  program. 

The  letter  was  accepted  by  quar- 
terback Carter  Livingstone  and  de- 
fensive lineman  Bob  Vranich.  After 
the  apology  was  delivered,  there 
was  a  round  of  applause,  and  the 
two  teams  went  their  separate  ways. 
The  soccer  team  hit  the  pavement  to 
pound  out  a  pre-practice  jog.  The 
football  team  launched  into  a  series 
of  crunches,  the  cooldown  to  a  two 
hour  practice. 

The  rift  that  threatened  to  drive 
the  two  outfits  apart  is  now  appar- 
ently smoothed  over.  But  Lefkos  is 
obviously  disturbed.  "We're  all  to- 
gether. It's  not  football — not  soccer. 
This  is  U  of  T  athletics.  I've  seen  a 
lot  of  football  coaches  come  and  go. 
1  know  Steve  Howlett  is  going  in  the 
right  direction.  I  want  to  show  them 
that  we're  behind  them." 

The  Toronto  Star  stands  by  the 
article.  Yesterday  Feschuk  stated 
that  "we  don't  make  a  point  of  ma- 
nipulating situations.  It  was  clear  to 
me  and  to  them  [the  soccer  team]. 
They  knew  exactly  what  they  were 
saying." 


It  wasn't  me:  Jim  Lefkos,  director  of  Blues  soccer,  is  demonstrably  upset  over  tiie  negative 
Star  pinned  on  tlie  men's  soccer  team.  Tlie  soccer  players  issued  a  formal  apology  to  the 
on  Tuesday. 


KARA  DILLON 

comments  the 
football  team 


Football  commentary  

Time  to  stop  the  insanity 

Former  Football  Blue  RUSS  HOFF  searches  to  shake  the  moniker  "Bad  news  Blues" 


I  want  to  respond  to  the  article,  "U 
of  T  sings  the  blues"  published  in 
the  Toronto  Star  on  Friday,  Sept. 
12,  and  its  critique  of  the  perilous 
fortunes  of  the  Varsity  Blues  Foot- 
ball team. 

In  the  article,  a  veteran  player 
made  some  less-than-diplomatic 
remarks  about  those  players,  like 
me,  that  had  "quit  on  the  team."  At 
first  1  was  angry  with  the  article. 
Then  I  was  borderline  sympathetic. 
Then  I  began  to  truly  think  about 
why  I  was  mad,  and  sad,  about  the 
way  this  team  is  portrayed  in  the 
media. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  incredibly 
difficult  to  perform  at  as  high  a  level 
as  a  varsity  athlete  in  Canadian  uni- 
versity sports.  It  is  probably  doubly 
as  hard  to  perform  as  a  Varsity  ath- 
lete at  U  of  T,  for  many  reasons:  the 
lack  of  scholarship  opportunities 
for  athletes,  the  indifferent  student 
body,  the  pressures  of  the  country's 
most  prestigious  academic  stan- 
dards, and  the  high  cost  of  living. 

Because  sports  at  U  of  T  are  a  la- 
bour of  love,  to  say  the  least,  playing 
on  a  very  good  varsity  team — such 
as  the  men's  soccer  team — is  prob- 
ably difficult  in  its  own  right.  To 
play  on  perhaps  the  worst  team  in 
the  history  of  Canadian  university 
football  is  something  entirely  dif- 
ferent, and  something  most  people 
could  never  fathom. 


I  was  a  part  of  that  team.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  1  may  again  become  a 
part  of  that  team.  1  cannot  say  that 
I  am  happy  with  the  way  the  team 
has  performed  over  the  past  few 
years,  with  or  without  me. 

What  I  can  say  is  that  1  can  relate 
to  exactly  what  the  players  on  that 
team  are  feeling,  after  suffering 
through  the  first  three  games  of 
this  season.  Most  outsiders  don't 
understand.  The  Toronto  newspa- 
pers come  by  once  a  year  to  do  a 
write  up  on  how  pathetic  you  are, 
and  then  they  disappear. 

No  one  takes  it  upon  themselves 
to  make  a  call  for  action  in  stopping 
your  team's  downfall.  Nor  would 
you,  as  a  player,  ever  say  you  want- 
ed them  to.  Football  players  and 
athletes  in  general  are  too  proud 
to  want  any  sort  of  help  from  ad- 
vocates. We  would  rather  take  our 
lumps  and  play  out  the  string  than 
make  a  stand  which  might  violate 
the  code  of  silence  that  "in-house" 
business  demands. 

So,  you  take  the  beatings,  physi- 
cally and  mentally,  and  then  absorb 
the  ridicule.  The  ridicule  comes 
from  all  angles  at  this  time  of  year. 
It  comes  from  parents,  friends, 
professors,  peers,  media,  and  even 
from  your  own  mind. 

The  ridicule  is  deafening.  The  rid- 
icule surrounding  the  Blues,  since 
even  before  I  joined  the  team,  was 


deafening.  The  other  OUA  teams 
ridicule.  The  other  U  of  T  teams 
ridicule.  The  intramural  teams  ridi- 
cule. The  Victoria  College  ultimate 
frisbee  team  probably  thinks  they 
could  beat  the  Blues  on  any  given 
Saturday. 

About  80  per  cent  of  the  Blues 
team  that  last  won  a  game,  two 
years  ago,  has  since  moved  on. 
Those  that  remain  are  understand- 
ably bitter  towards  those  that  have 
put  the  "bad  news  Blues"  behind 
them.  I  am  a  part  of  the  group 
that  has  left.  I  still  have  friends  on 
the  team.  The  fact  that  I  choose  to 
share  my  ideas  and  opinions  about 
the  team  guarantees  that  1  have  en- 
emies in  that  locker  room,  as  well. 

I  made  my  choice,  and  I  can  live 
with  it.  Those  who  still  play,  I  wish 
them  the  best,  but  I  know  that  for 
me,  and  this  goes  for  many  of  my 
friends  and  former  Blues  team- 
mates, 1  had  lost  my  desire  to  be  a 
part  of  the  team.  It  is  a  truism  that 
winning  can  erase  a  lot  of  negativity. 
There  will  always  be  conflicts  when 
a  group  of  people  work  together,  the 
key  is  to  be  able  to  put  aside  those 
conflicts  for  the  good  of  the  group. 

We  used  to  joke  that  the  1993 
Vanier  Cup  team  had  signed  a  deal 
with  the  devil;  they  would  win  the 
Vanier  in  1993,  and  the  team  would 
forever  after  be  banished  to  the 
dredges  of  the  league.  The  veterans 


on  the  Blues  football  team  are  now, 
again,  stuck  in  a  sort  of  no  man's 
land;  they  were  supposed  to  be  the 
foundation  for  a  rebuilding  program 
— one  they  were  told  would  be  suc- 
ceeding by  now. 

But  the  football  team  now  finds 
itself  again  rebuilding.  Coach  Steve 
Howlett  apparently  has  the  right 
idea.  The  administration  is,  ap- 
parently, behind  him.  There  are 
enough  young,  eager  players  that 
believe  in  Hewlett's  ideology  to 
keep  it  in  place  for  a  while. 

Sure,  the  team  has  performed 
horridly.  Any  writer  that  says  dif- 
ferently hasn't  been  watching. 
However,  there  is  obviously  more  to 
the  lengthy  drought  of  success  than 
a  bunch  of  poorly  prepared  play- 
ers. With  luck  and  the  blind  faith 
required  to  succeed  in  team  sports, 
the  football  team  will  eventually  be 
able  to  shake  their  "bad  news  Blues" 
moniker.  1  challenge  those  that  ridi- 
cule these  players,  especially  the 
Toronto  sportswriters  who  enjoy 
covering  the  team's  failures,  to  ex- 
amine the  deeper  problems  within 
the  football  program,  instead  of 
glossing  it  over  with  a  bunch  of 
negative  hyperbole.  It  is  quite  easy 
to  ridicule  something  when  you 
are  able  to  glance  at  it  from  time 
to  time,  but  it  is  much  harder  to 
ridicule  it  when  you  can  share  in 
the  emotions. 


Memoirs  of  a 
rower 

Rowing  team  president  CHRISTIAN 
VENTRESCA  kept  track  of  the  men's  eight  at 
the  l-Lan  International  Collegiate  Regatta 
on  the  Tung-Shang  river  in  Taiwan  last 
weekend. 

Day!: 

Surviving  the  flight  and  layover  is  one 
thing,  but  the  three  hour  bus  ride  from 
Taipei  to  l-Lan  turned  out  to  be  the 
hard  part.  Traveling  with  the  Western 
women's  crew,  and  our  rower  friends 
from  Milan — also  women — helped  us 
along.  There  was  only  one  problem. 
Despite  assurances  from  Air  Canada 
that  travelling  with  our  oars  would  not 
be  an  issue,  they  never  left  Toronto. 

Day  2: 

Our  first  full  day  in  Taiwan  would  turn 
out  to  be  our  most  important.  The 
regatta  committee  owns  a  fleet  of  14 
shells  rowed  only  one  week  a  year  just 
for  this  race.  They  claim  that  all  are 
equal  but  6  of  the  14  boats  are  made 
by  an  Australian  boatworks  and  are 
so  bulky  and  heavy  that  you  may  as 
well  be  rowing  a  picnic  table  down  the 
course.  Our  coach  went  up  to  draw  a 
boat  with  only  four  remaining,  and 
a  50-50  chance  of  drawing  the  hated 
Aussie  shell.  With  sweat  building  on  his 
brow  and  our  regatta  on  the  line,  Gary 
reached  in  the  hat  and  pulled  out  a  Ger- 
man-made Empacher,  the  best  boats  in 
the  world.  We  all  sighed  in  relief  and 
went  to  go  find  the  boat  to  rig  it  up.  Now 
if  only  we  knew  where  our  oars  were. 

Day  3: 

Since  you  haven't  seen  anyone  row 
yet  all  you  can  do  is  judge  guys  on  how 

Continued  on  next  page 
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On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  this  week,  the  U  of  T  Varsity  Blues  Thundersquad,  a  hip  hop  and  jazz  dance  group, 
held  their  fourth  annual  audition  for  this  year's  upcoming  team.  With  only  a  few  weeks  left  to  select  the  team  and 
perfect  their  dance  moves  for  the  October  fourth  homecoming  celebrations,  the  co-captains  are  under  pressure  to  find 
and  create  the  perfect  dance  group  and  dynamic.  Look  forward  to  seeing  the  Thundersquad  out  and  supporting  our 
Blues  at  all  football,  basketball,  hockey  and  volleyball  games  in  the  near  future.  The  Varsity  wishes  the  best  of  luck 
to  all  Thundersquad  applicants  and,  namely,  the  Varsity's  pick  of  the  litter,  long  time  dancer  and  UTM  student  Katie 
McCrory — number  seven,  back  left. 


Ml:  \l()li//:S>- 

they  look  getting  off  tiie  bus.  Different 
guys  look  for  different  things.  Some 
will  check  out  the  other  team's  gear  to 
see  if  they  have  stuff  that  can  only  be 
accumulated  at  international  regattas. 
Others  check  out  the  fitness  of  other 
rowers  by  how  much  fat  they  are  carry- 
ing around,  if  they  are  tanned  from  long 
hours  of  training  on  the  water,  and  how 
they  look  in  their  form-fitted  rowing 
clothes.  Still  others  choose  to  help  the 
Western  and  Milanese  crews  by  scout- 
ing the  women's  side  of  the  regatta. 

Day  3  continued: 

Sometimes  we  wonder  why  Air  Canada 
is  bankrupt,  then  we  remember  how 
our  oars  have  yet  to  show  up  and  we 
get  very,  very  angry. 

Day  4: 

We  stepped  on  the  scale  of  the  official 
weigh  in  giddy  with  anticipation  of  our 
first  sip  of  water  and  morsel  of  food 
that  day.  We  kidded  who  was  weighing 
in  "fat"  and  applauded  who  was  going 
low  on  the  scale.  Then  the  word  came. 
We  were  overweight  by  a  half-kilo  per 
man,  four  kilos  as  a  crew.  The  smiles 
and  jokes  disappeared  as  we  readied 
ourselves  for  a  possible  sweat  run. 
How  could  this  be?  The  usual  "porky" 
subjects  were  polled  to  see  if  they 
were  at  weight.  Alexei?  At  his  target. 
Dan,  Abdallah?  Fine.  Even  1  was  low  on 
the  scale.  We  checked  the  math  and  it 
was  there  we  found  the  mistake.  They 
had  taken  the  average  wrong-we  were 
actually  one  kilo  under  per  man  and 
we  pointed  it  out  to  the  head  official. 
Without  even  checking  our  math  she 
just  said  "OK,  you  go  fine."  Done  and 
done. 

The  Men's  eight  finished  seventh  in  the  B- 
final  in  Taiwan.  They  made  it  home,  oars 
and  all,  but  unfortunately  left  the  Milanese 
behind. 
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New  fees  for  AC 

Students  dinged  for  programs,  physio,  and  lockers 


byAMARAGOSSIN 
VARSITY  STAFF 


The  Athletic  Centre  has  imple- 
mented budgetary  changes  for  this 
school  year  including  higher  facility 
rental  rates,  the  implementation  of 
a  $50  annual  administrative  fee  for 
students  using  the  physiotherapy 
services  of  the  Macintosh  Sport 
Medicine  Clinic,  higher  student 
membership  rates,  a  5-10%  increase 
on  instruction  programs,  and  the 
implementation  of  increased  locker 
rental  and  clear-out  fees  for  all 
students.  The  new  user  fees  have 
sparked  reaction  from  the  student 
body. 

These  fees  and  other  program- 
ming reductions  are  a  result  of  a  de- 
cision by  the  University  not  to  grant 
the  Faculty  of  Physical  Education 
and  Health  the  4.5%  inflationary 
increase  that  it  had  requested  for 
this  budget  year. 

In  a  message  to  interested  par- 

TO.  arch 
rivals  meet 


byMATTSOMERS 

MSIiy  STIFF  

Just  as  students  settle  into  another  year 
and  become  overwhelmed  by  required 
reading  lists  and  forthcoming  essays  a 
dim  light  appears  in  the  distance.  No,  it's 
not  a  flcime  coming  from  under  your  py- 
romaniacal  roomate's  door  It's  inner-city 
rivalries,  and  their  heating  up  at  U  of  T. 

Yes  the  "TRY"  University  Cup  is  com- 
ing. This  is  going  to  be  a  20-event  series 
between  Ryerson,  York  and  U  of  T,  involv- 
ing a  variety  of  sports.  The  school  with 
the  most  overall  wins  in  a  pre-arranged 
game  schedule,  will  get  bragging  rights 
for  the  next  year. 

"The  sports  that  will  be  involved  are 
football,  field  hockey,  hockey,  badminton, 
volleyball  and  basketball"  said  Blues  in- 
formation co-ordinator  Adrian  Bradbury. 
He  was  involved  with  the  planning  com- 
mittee, along  with  personnel  from  York 
and  Ryerson,  "We  tried  to  have  a  bal- 
anced schedule,  but  wanted  to  make  sure 
we  included  all  the  rivalries"  he  added. 

The  possibility  of  a  major  sponsorship 
came  up  during  development  meetings 
over  the  summer.  "We  talked  to  a  lot  of 
people,"  said  Bradbury,  and  while  there 
was  some  interest,  "not  enough  for  a  ma- 
jor sponsorship."  So  the  schools  will  go  it 
alone  this  year,  hoping  to  entice  a  future 
sponsor.  The  Sept.  27  football  game 
between  York  and  the  Blues  will  be  the 
first  official  competition  in  the  "TRY" 
Cup  series.  This  is  the  annual  Red  and 
Blue  Bowl,  the  yearly  matchup  between 
Toronto's  two  university  football  outfits. 
The  actual  launch  of  the  rivalry-laden 
tournament  will  be  Sept.  23  at  a  provi- 
sionally scheduled  press  conference. 

"We  want  to  make  a  lot  of  noise  during 
the  first  couple  of  events  and  attract  a 
crowd,"  explains  Bradbury.  "Hopefully 
the  underage  double-cohort  audience 
who  are  looking  for  something  to  do  will 
come  and  have  a  good  time  and  enjoy  the 
giveaways.  This  is  a  good  time  for  it  with 
twice  as  many  students  around." 

This  is  one  effort  among  several 
to  increase  school  pride  and  fight  off 
apathy  among  the  student  body  at  U  of 
T— whether  or  not  the  bleachers  at  Var- 
sity Field  will  be  successfully  filled  with 
enthusiastic  students. 


ties,  Bruce  Kidd,  dean  of  the  faculty, 
noted  that  the  refusal  came  on  the 
heels  of  numerous  other  budgetary 
hits  including  "the  decision  several 
years  ago  by  the  U  of  T  Governing 
Council  to  eliminate  operating 
budget  support  for  co-curricular 
athletics  and  recreation."  He  also 
maintains  that  "adequately  funded 
athletics  and  recreation  should  be 
a  higher  priority  [at  U  of  T]...we  be- 
lieve the  universal  fee  is  the  fairest 
means  of  sharing  costs."  The  univer- 
sal fee  is  a  proposed  tuition  increase 
that  would  affect  all  students. 

But  not  everyone  agrees.  "I  think 
that  these  new  user  fees  are  the  fair- 
est way  of  paying  for  the  programs 
and  services  offered  at  the  AC,"  ar- 
gued one  student.  "Why  should  I  be 
paying  for  a  service  that  I  never  use 
and  don't  want?" 

Many  students  share  this  senti- 
ment. Some  feel  tuition  fees  are 
already  extraordinarily  high,  and 
that  they  should  not  be  asked  to  pay 


for  numerous  university-funded 
programs  or  services  that  they  do 
not  want.  These  sentiments  were 
clearly  expressed  in  the  recent  at- 
tempt to  pass  a  student  levy  to  fund 
a  new  Varsity  stadium.  82  per  cent 
of  voters  downed  the  proposal. 

However,  there  is  a  strong  coun- 
terpoint to  the  argument.  "I'm 
disappointed  in  the  university 
community,"  said  Hayley  Lapierre,  a 
third  year  Varsity  rugby  team  mem- 
ber. "School  quality  is  enhanced  not 
only  by  our  academic  achievements 
but  also  by  our  extracurricular 
ones.  That's  why  I  pay  for  programs 
or  services  that  1  don't  want  and 
may  take  absolutely  no  interest  in. 
Athletes  have  been  losing  a  lot  as 
money  gets  cut  and  I  don't  think 
that's  beneficial  to  the  overall  uni- 
versity." 

Universal  fees,  as  opposed  to 
user  fees,  are  covered  by  govern- 
ment loan  programs  such  as  OSAP, 
UTAPS,  and  the  graduate  student 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 


OUCH:  Julie  Diurson  gives  Jared  Victor  Beale  an  ultrasound  at  the  David  L. 
Macintosh  Sport  Medicine  Clinic.  Students  must  now  pay  a  $50  clinic  fee. 


funding  guarantee. 

In  the  University  of  Toronto  State- 
ment of  Institutional  Purpose  ,the 
point  is  made  that  "the  university 
continues  to  regard  college  life  as 
an  important  part  of  undergraduate 
education."  With  this  statement,  the 
university  intends  to  show  its  sup- 
port for  the  undergraduate  college 
system  employed  at  the  university, 
in  large  part  because  the  colleges 


allow  students  to  feel  part  of  a 
community — a  feeling  that  may  be 
absent  in  the  otherwise  gigantic 
greater  university  community. 

But  with  these  recent  funding 
changes  at  the  AC,  many  questions 
regarding  support  of  athletics  at 
the  school  are  being  brought  to  the 
fore,  forcing  all  students  to  assess 
the  value  that  extra-curriculars 
lend  to  university  life. 


Just  ask  this  star  player.  Or  the  mascot  about  to  intn  him  down. 


wrww.OLGC.ca 

For  more  information  call  1-800-387-0098  pour  renseignements  en  fran^ais. 

KNOW  YOUR  LIMIT  PLAY  WITHIN  IT! 

The  Ontario  Problem  Gambling  Helpline  1-888-230-3505. 
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UNCLE  HECTOR  COMICS  by  Dan  Phelps 


SPACE  CAT  by  Fish  Griwkowsky 
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CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808  -  GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS 

Needed  to  present  fun  hands-on  activi- 
ties in  schools  and  at  b-day  parties.  Car 
and  exp.  with  kids  req'd.  No  science 
background  needed.  Exciting  activities 
such  as  slime  and  rockets.  Pay:  $20-$25/l 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5258  Ext  26. 

TEACH  ENGLISH  OVERSEAS! 

TESOL  Workshops  for  Canadians, 
Toronto  -  Saturday,  Sept.  27.  One  day 
and  you're  on  your  way!  1-866-912-4465 
www.goteach.ca 

SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED! 

Make  extra  money  while  helping  others 
by  becoming  a  Xytex  Sperm  Donor.  Ages 
18-38.  Call  416-924-3021  today! 


DOWNTOWN  PARKING  AVAILABLE 

indoor  parking  in  a  modern  condo  build- 
ing w/security.  College  &  Yonge  area.  $60 
p/month  or  1  year  for  $600.  For  info  call 
(416)  530-9717. 


ATTRACTIVE  U  of  T  STUDENTS 

Seek  same  for  safe,  discreet  fun  in 
a  group  setting.  Plea.se  respond  to 
promiscu6ft@hotmail.com  Discretion 
expected  and  assured. 


Classifieds 

ENERGETIC  STUDENTS  WANTED  FOR 
POLITICAL  SCIENCE  STREET  TEAM 

Don't  know  about  politics?  Perfect.  We 
need  you  to  help  other  students  realize 
that  there's  more  to  life  at  U  of  T  than 
just  textbooks  &  exams!  Interested? 
Download  application  form:  http: 
//individual.utoronto.ca/chandlerpowell/ 
streetteamapplication.pdf 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor.  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  .speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr. 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  +. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  1  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 

WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compunow.  416/539-9443. 


COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C,  C-H-,  Data  Structures.  Tutoring, 
Exam  Review,  Programming  Lessons.  Ed 
416-785-5115  students  @cstutoring.com 


PFC:  QUALITY  EDITING 

Professional  editing  of  social  science/ 
humanities  manuscripts.  Student  rates 
available.  Academic  dishonesty  won't 
be  tolerated.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
Visit  www.pfconsulting.ca  ,  email 
info@pfconsulting.ca  or  phone  647- 
888-2373. 

ESSAY  HELP  -  RESEARCH  AND 
WRITING 

Highly  qualified  graduates  to  help  in  most 
subjects.  Winning  applications,  entrance 
letters  from  dedicated  writing  experts. 
416-960-9042.  www.customessav.com 

ESSAY  EDITING 

Professional  writer/editor  edits,  proof- 
reads, types  essays,  letters,  CVs,  etc. 
Reasonable  rates,  fast  turnaround.  Eari 
Miller  (416)  566-7149. 


Me.  SF  wearing  top  ha\  made 
of  salami,  tap  dancing  to 
Mini-pop  albums  and 
priming  for  the  NHL  Ait-Star 
Game.  You.  SM  18-24 
sporting  reverse  mullet  and 
can  yodel  the  national 
anthem.  Visit  me  at 
www.dugg.ca 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00  for 
non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including 
spaces)  of  BOLD  type  forthe  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission, 
no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for 
Thursday  issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 


I  give  you 
the  world 
(plus  10%) 


A 


REPEAT  USERS 
WILL  RECEIVE  EXTRA  PREPAID 
LONG  DISTANCE  MINUTES 


Visit  your  local  book  store  or 
convenience  store  to  purchase  cards 
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The 
13-point 
program 
to  fix 
OSAP 

Admin,  student 
unions  reach  rare 
consensus 

bvALINAOLSHENITSKY  


The  ongoing  student  fight  for  OSAP 
reform  is  opening  up  promising 
results.  Since  June  2002,  student 
representatives  from  SAC  (Student 
Administrative  Council),  APUS 
(Association  of  Undergraduate 
Students)  and  GSU  (Graduate  Stu- 
dents' Union)  came  together  with 
members  of  U  of  T's  administra- 
tion to  review  the  components  and 
conditions  of  the  current  Ontario 
Students  Assistance  Plan. 

After  heated  debates  and  long  de- 
liberations, both  sides  reached  one 
conclusion:  There  are  fundamental 
flaws  with  the  existing  plan.  In  order 
to  make  it  more  responsive  to  U  of 
T  students'  actual  needs,  both  sides 
have  cooperatively  come  up  with  a 
list  of  13  recommendations,  reflect- 
ing the  demands  of  students  for  a 
more  efficient,  up-to-date  financial 
assistance  plan. 

"The  agreed  reforms  outlined  by 

See  aS' 4/^  on  page  2 
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Red  hot  in  Blue 


In  this  issue  of  the  Varsity,  we  preview  some  of  the  athletes  to  watch  this  year  at  U  of  T.  First  up  is  women's  rowing.  See  page  9  for 


Women's  Varsity  Rowing 

Kristen  Lake,  Kat  Haimes,  Aoife 
Donnelly,  Cathy  Crawley,  Pamela 
Hastings 

This  year's  Varsity  women's  row- 
ing team  is  primed  and  ready  to 
go,  with  two  boats  that  are  literally 
spilling  over  with  talent.  Building 
on  the  novice  crew's  OUA  champi- 
onship win  last  season,  the  return- 
ing powerhouses  Pamela  Hastings, 


Catherine  Crawley,  Kristen  Lake 
and  Aoife  Donnelly  are  looking  to 
take  their  team  all  the  way  to  the 
Canadian  university  champion- 
ships in  Victoria,  BC.  While  they're 
not  short  on  talent-Hastings  and 
Crawley  both  competed  at  the  US 
nationals  this  summer,  and  team 
newcomer  Kat  Haimes  rowed  in 
the  NCAA  championships  with 
her  old  alma  mater  Boston  Uni- 
versity— the  team  is  regrettably 


underfunded.  "When  it  comes  to 
funding,"  explains  Hastings,  "this 
sport  is  run  on  volunteer  sup- 
port. We  don't  have  paid  coach- 
ing." In  fact,  each  member  pays  a 
$400  team  fee,  which  enables  the 
crew  to  access  and  share  facili- 
ties and  training  equipment  with 
wealthy  high  schools  UCC  and 
Havergal  College.  "The  university 
does  provide  transportation  and 
accomodation  when  we're  on  the 


road,"  Lake  points  out,  it's  just  "the 
nature  of  rowing,  being  such  an 
expensive  sport,"  that  leads  to  the 
hefty  team  fees.  On  the  plus  side, 
rowing  opens  its  arms  to  athletes 
with  little  or  no  experience  on  the 
water.  Seven  of  the  18  women  on 
this  year's  team  are  new  to  U  of  T's 
rowing  program  this  year. 

This  Saturday,  Sept.  27,  U  of  T 
hosts  its  regatta  on  Centre  Island. 
The  action  starts  at  9  a.m. 


Protest  draws  attention  to  Muslims  detained  by  RCMP 


by  SUMAYYAH  HUSSEIN 


On  Sunday  afternoon,  the  Earth 
Scieriiies  auditorium  was  adorned 
with  numerous  banners  and  signs: 
^'Defend  civil  liberties."  "Stop  racial 
profiling."  "Project  Threadbare." 

Project  Threadbare,  a  city-wide 
coalition  formed  in  response  to  an 
RCMP  investigation  called  "Project 
Thread,"  is  calling  for  the  immedi- 
ate release  of  20  Pakistani  men  and 
one  South  Indian  man  arrested  in 
August  as  possible  security  threats 
and  detained  without  charge,  as 
well  as  the  repeal  of  the  law  that 
made  it  all  possible. 

Under  the  Immigration  and 
Refugee  Protection  Act,  the  federal 
government  can  detain  indefinitely 
and  without  charge  any  landed 


immigrant  or  foreign  national  who 
is  considered  to  be  a  threat  to  na- 
tional security. 

To  raise  awareness  of  the  issue 
— and  the  larger  problems  of  secu- 
rity certificates,  secret  trials  and 
evidence,  and  racial  profiling — the 
organization  held  a  public  meet- 
ing featuring  one  of  the  three  men 
released.  Dr.  Muhammed  Naeem, 
as  the  keynote  speaker.  To  loud 
applause  and  a  standing  ovation, 
the  54-year  old  family  physician 
spoke  of  his  ordeal  and  expressed 
gratitude  to  those  who  protested 
the  violation  of  his  rights. 

Naeem,  who  came  to  Canada 
to  upgrade  his  qualifications  as  a 
medical  doctor,  called  the  Aug.  14 
pre-dawn  raid  that  ended  in  his 
arrest  a  "very  terrible  experience." 


He  described  the  violent  manner 
in  which  the  police  arrested  him 
and  the  other  men:  breaking  their 
door  down,  dragging  them  out  of 
bed,  handcuffing  them,  and  later 
beating  them. 

Several  others  spoke  their  out- 
rage at  the  arrest  and  continued 
detainment  of  the  men,  including 
Marilyn  Churley,  deputy  leader  of 
the  Ontario  NDP 

Churley  criticized  the  Conserva- 
tives for  placing  immigration  under 
the  crime  section  of  their  election 
platform,  and  the  Liberals  for  stay- 
ing silent  on  the  issue.  "The  worst 
form  of  complacency  is  silence." 
she  said.  She  also  called  the  Anti- 
Terrorism  Act  the  "anti-civil  liber- 

See/?C¥/*onpage2 


Dr.  Muhammed  Naeem  speaks  at  a  protest  on  Saturday. 
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Tuesday,  September  23 


Jazz  Ensemble  Autliiions  -  5-lOpin  in  the  Committees  Room  and  East  Common  Room. 
Drama  Society  Improv  Cte-  6:30pm,  South  Dining  Room. 
Bridge  Club  -  Duplicate  Bridge,  6:30pm  in  the  Reading  Room.  New  members  welcome. 
Debating  Club  -  7-9pm.  New  members  welcome! 

Wednesday,  September  24 

SocialJustice  Committee  Networlt  Fair- 1  lam-3pm  in  the  Great  Hall.  Refreshments 
and  5  Buci<  Lunch.  Community  Kitchen  -  Tomato  sauce  workshop,  3pm  in  the  Great  Hall 
servery.  Drop  in.  Free. 

House  Committee's  Wednesday  Buzzword  -  2-4pm  in  the  IVlap  Room.  Meet  and  greet 

new  friends  over  free  coffee,  tea,  and  biscotti. 

Debating  Club  -  !\-&pm.  New  members  welcome. 

Interfaith  Dialogue  Open  Meeting-  6pm  in  the  North  Dining  Room. 

WRITualS:Jhe  Literary  Pub  -  8:30pm  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Lisenced.  Passport  event. 


Thursday,  September  25 


Investment  Club  Social  and  Open  Meeting  for  new  members.  6-8pm  in  the  East 
Common  Room, 

Debates  Committee  Formal  Debate-  "Should  Canada  Support  a  Missile  Defense 
System?'',  featuring  John  Polanyi,  7:30pm  in  the  Debates  Room. 
Open  Stage  hosted  by  Philomene  Hoffman,  8:30-llpm  in  the  Arbor  Room  Licensed.  No 
cover.  All  welcome. 


Friday,  September  26 


Chess  Club  Open  Play-  Join  the  Hart  House  Chess  Club  for  open  play  from  4-lOpm 
every  Friday  in  the  Reading  Room. 

Jazz  at  Oscar's  featuring  Swing  Rosie  in  a  tribute  to  the  Andrews  Sisters,  9|im  to  mid- 
night in  the  Arbor  Room.  Licensed.  No  cover.  All  welcome. 


Upcoming 


Chess  Club  Deadline  for  Pan-Am  Intercollegiate  Chess  Qualifier  io!  those  possessing  a 
rating  of  at  least  2100  from  the  Chess  Federation  of  Canada  is  Thurs.  Oct.  2  at  5pm.  NB: 
there  is  a  new  format  and  new  regulations  for  this  year's  qualifier.  (Weekend  tournament 
of  five  rounds  from  Fri.  Oct.  3  -  Sun.  Oct.  5).  Rules  available  at  Hart  House,  Porters' 
Desk  area.  (morgon.mills@utoronto.ca) 

ADVANCE  SALES 

Wed  Oct  15  TRIVIA  CHALLENGE  pieim\e6  by  the  Graduate  Committee.  Refreshments, 
Cash  Bar,  Hot  and  Cold  Hors  d'oeuvres.  dessert  table  and  great  prizes.  Mix  and  mingle, 
test  your  trivia  knowledge.  (6pm  reception,  7pm  Challenge).  Great  Hall.  Pre-purchase 
your  tickets  prior  to  Sept.30  in  person  at  the  Hall  Porter's  Desk  or  call  416.978.2452. 
Open  to  alumni  members,  recent  grads  and  students  of  UofT.  $15  alumni  members  and 
UofT  Alumni/$10  students. 

The  Graduate  Committee  OINflER  SERIES  2003-2004  -  6  extraordinary  Wednesday 
evenings  with  outstanding  speakers.  Oct.  22  -  Lin  Whitman,  "The  Renaissance  of  the 
Guild  Inn".  Nov.  19  William  Humphries,  "Canada's  Role  to  Preserve  and  Open  the 
Collections  of  the  Hermitage"  Dec.  3  -  Claudia  Hepburn,  "Educational  Choices  for 
Ontario",  Jan.  14  -  Christopher  Moore,  "Confederation  Politics";  Feb.  11  -  The  Honourable 
Flora  MacDonald,  "Peace  Through  Negotiation",  Mar.  11-  Brock  Fenton,  "Bats  and  the 
Environment".  Series  packages  available  at  the  Membership  Services  Office 
416.978.4732.  Single  tickets:  Alumni  members/guests  $45,  U  of  T  students  $25. 
The  Gallery  Club  Committee  2003  WINE  SEMINAR  SERIES,  Thursday  evenings  with 
expert  Lloyd  Evans  of  "The  Case  for  Wine":  Nov.  6  Sauvignon  Blanc,  Nov.  13  Zinfandels, 
Nov.  20  Malbec  Wines  from  Argentina  and  France.  Series  tickets  only.  Alumni 
members/guests  $80,  U  of  T  students  $60.  Tickets  available  at  the  Membership  Services 
Office,  1st  floor  or  call  416  978-4732. 

ART  416.978.8398 

TheJustina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery-  "The  Male  as  Muse:  The  Influence  of  the  Masculine 
Mainstream  of  Women  Artists  of  the  1920s  to  1940s".  Runs  to  Oct.  2. 
The  Arbor  Room  iace\i  Gwizdka.  Photographs.  Runs  to  Oct.  19. 

ATHLETICS  416.978.2447 

Registration  for  Athletics  C/asses  continues  in  the  Membership  Services  Office. 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  Office:  416.978.8668 

www.harthousetheatre.ca 
2003-2004  Season  opens  with  Shakespeare's  timeless  romantic  comedy  AS  YOU  LIKE  II 
directed  by  David  Gardner.  3-week  run  to  Sept.  10-27.  Week  1  Wed.-Sal  8pm.  Week  2  Fri.  & 
Sat.  8pm  and  Sat.  2pm.  Week  3  Wed. -Sat.  8pm  and  Sat.  2pm.  $15/$12  students  &  seniors. 
Discover  off-Broadway  on-campus.  Order  your  4Play  ($48/$36)  or  3Play  ($36/$30)  sub- 
scription and  get  ONE  FREE  TICKET  to  THE  IBSEN  PROJECT  Animated  Staged  Readings 
of  Ibsen's  Last  3  Plays  featuring  John  Neville  and  friends.  Oct.  24-26  at  8pm. 

GET  THE  NEWS  ON  RADIO 

Tune  in  to  BEYOND  THE  CLASSROOM,  a  weekly  radio  show  on  ClUT  89.5FM  that  highlights 
Hart  House  programmes  and  upcoming  events.  Tuesdays  from  12  noon  to  LOOp.m. 

GET  OUR  WEEKLY  LISTING  OF  EVENTS  ELECTRONICALLY 

Subscribe  to  our  LISTSERV  and  receive  a  listing  of  our  weekly  events  by  e-mail.  You  can 
subscribe  using  any  e-mail  account  that  crosses  t'ne  Internet.  Send  an  e-mail  message 
tO:  LISTSERV@LISTSERV.UTORONTO.CA.  Leave  the  subject  line  blank.  On  the  first  line  of 
the  message  area,  type:  SUB  HART-HOUSE-L  first  name  last  name  (filling  in  your  first 
and  last  names).  You  will  receive  a  confirmation  message  that  you  have  been  added  to 
the  listserv.  Questions'  E-mail  gail.skikevitch@utoronto.ca 


Shamed  candidate  forks 
over  money  owed  to 
U  of  T  volunteer 


byBRGNWYNKIENAPPLE 

VARSITY  STAFF  

Nothing  like  a  little  me- 
dia attention  to  spur  a 
politician  into  action. 
The  appearance  of  an 
article  in  the  Toronto 
Sun  was  just  the  trick  to 
motivate  municipal  can- 
didate David  Senater  to 
cough  up  the  $450  owed 
to  his  former  employee, 
Vanessa  Pinto.  Pinto  was 
hired  to  place  thousands 
of  phone  calls  to  invite 
voters  to  a  fundraising 
barbecue  for  Senater's 
campaign. 

Pinto  originally  re- 
ceived a  rebate  from 
Senater  that  could  be  re- 
deemed through  the  city 
of  Toronto,  but  not  until 
September,  2004. 

Pinto  is  not  alone  in 
her  grief.  At  least  100 
other  students,  some 
from  U  of  T,  were  paid  by 
Senater  in  the  same  man- 
ner. As  one  anonymous 
U  of  T  student  recorded 
in  his  online  journal, 
"Gen  discovered  that  the 
little  government  rebate 
cheque  form  he  gave  us 
doesn't  give  us  our  mon- 
ey for  another  year.. .Did 
he  tell  us  about  this 
when  we  took  the  job? 
Of  course  not!" 

Senater  refused  to 
comment  on  the  situa- 
tion and  even  declined 
to  speak  about  his  cam- 
paign platform,  stating 
"1  refuse  to  disclose  my 
agenda  at  this  time."  He 
did  mention  that  Pinto 
had  been  paid,  but  on 
further  questioning  he 
abruptly  hung  up  the 
phone. 

According  to  the 
Candidate's  Guide,  a 
contribution  can  be  ei- 


ther a  good  or  a  service. 
This  means  that  under 
the  Contribution  Rebate 
Program,  labour  (which 
counts  as  a  service)  can 
be  compensated  through 
rebates  from  the  City  of 
Toronto. 

Pinto  acknowledges 
that  technically  Senater 
has  not  done  anything 
wrong,  however,  she 
insists  that  she  was  an 
employee,  not  a  cam- 
paign contributor.  "Da- 
vid placed  an  ad  at  the 
U  of  T  Web  site,  a  job 
ad.  1  applied  for  a  job.  A 
job  which  I  expected  to 
be  paid  for  soon  after 
my  work  was  done. ..So 
in  other  words,  David 
has  not  broken  the  law, 
but  he  has  abused  the 
system." 

Janet  Andrews  at  the 
City  Elections  Office 
also  proclaims  Senater's 
innocence,  pointing  to 
the  fact  that  other  candi- 
dates have  also  used  the 
rebate  program  to  pay 
for  goods  and  services. 
Andrews  admits,  though, 
that  most  candidates 
don't  use  the  program 
"to  the  extent  he's  do- 
ing." 

Senater  also  used  re- 
bates to  pay  for  goods  to 
be  raffled  off  at  his  bar- 
beque.  While  this  abides 
by  campaign  rules,  Mike 
Foderick,  the  student 
rep  to  U  of  T's  Governing 
Council,  argues  that  here 
Senater  crossed  the  line 
once  again. 

According  to  the 
Candidate's  Guide,  the 
maximum  contribution 
a  person  can  make  to  a 
municipal  councilor's 
campaign  is  $750.  The 
rebate  then  works  out 
to  $450.  Foderick  claims 


Independent  candidate  David  Senater. 


that  an  ice  cream  truck 
used  at  the  barbecue 
received  more  than  one 
rebate.  This,  according 
to  Andrews,  is  against 
campaign  rules,  "Tech- 
nically he  should  only 
accept  one  contribution 
of  $750." 

The  owner  of  the 
truck,  identified  as  C. 
Ituarte,  did  acknowledge 
that  2,000  ice  creams 
were  provided.  He  de- 
clined, though,  to  speak 
any  further  about  his  ar- 
rangement with  Senater 
and  promptly  hung  up 
the  phone. 

Foderick  claims  that 
some  students  also  made 
more  than  $450  and  so 
received  two  rebates. 
According  to  elections 
regulations,  however, 
any  student  with  mul- 


tiple rebates  will  only  be 
able  to  redeem  one. 

To  further  the  con- 
troversy, Senater  has 
come  under  fire  for  put- 
ting up  election  signs 
before  Oct.  16.  Senater 
is  rumored  to  be  run- 
ning as  an  independent 
provincial  candidate  as 
well,  which  would  allow 
him  to  poster  early.  How- 
ever, stated  Andrews,  "If 
he  has  'city  councilor' 
on  the  signs,  he'd  have 
to  take  them  down." 
Senater's  signs  indeed 
mention  that  he  is  run- 
ning for  city  councilor  at 
Ward  17. 

The  municipal  election 
will  take  place  on  Nov.  10 
of  this  year.  Senater  will 
be  running  as  an  inde- 
pendent in  the  ward  of 
Davenport. 


Centre 

'or  Addiction  and 
Mental  Health 

Centre  de 

toxicomanie  et 
sante  mentaie 


Healthy  volunteers  needed 

to  participate  in  a  psychological  study  involving  brain- 
imaging  of  how  the  brain  responds  to  unpleasant 
noise  and  money  wins.  We  require  that  subjets:. 

1)  do  not  have  any  serious  health  problems, 

2)  do  not  have  a  history  of  head  trauma  or, 

3)  do  not  have  any  metal  implants, 

4)  do  not  havee  a  history  of  psychiatric  illness, 

5)  are  not  affraid  of  closed  spaces 

Volunteers  must  attend  a  screening  interview. 

If  you  are  interested,  please  contact  Irina  at  the  Centre 
for  Addiction  and  Mental  Health  -  Clarke  Site  by 
telephone  416-535-8501  extension  6491  for  details. 


EVENTS  LISTING 


Buddhist  meditation  workshops 

Oct  2  &  9,  5:30  -  7  pm.  Room  508. 21 
Sussex  Ave.  (Free  admission).  416-993- 
1940. 

Free  lecture:  Stephen  Moorbath, 
"Life  amongst  the  Earth's  oldest 
rocks" 

Wed  Sept  24,  8  pm.  Isabel  Bader  The- 
atre, 93  Charles  St.  416-978-5175. 

Defeat  the  Tories 

Meet  &  discuss  with  Karin  Larsen.  Com- 
munist candidate  in  Parkdale  -  High 
Park.  Mon  Sep  29.  7:30  pm.  South  sitting 
rm.  Hart  House.  416-469-2446. 

Che  Guevara's  daughter  speaJts 

Mon  Sept  29  7:30  pm.  OISE  .4uditorium, 
252  Bloor  W.  www.freethecubanfive.ca. 

Free  events  listings  for  campus  organiza- 
tions. Email:  editor@lhevorsil\  ca. 


7  Hart  House  Circle,  Toronto  M5S  3H3,  Ontario 
Phone:4 1 6.978.2542  www.harthouse.utoronto.«j 
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LGBTOUT  challenge  "Ex-ga/'  group 


by  SARAH  BARMAK 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Toronto  student  activists  from 
three  universities  rallied  on  Sat- 
urday against  a  conference  aimed 
at  converting  gays  and  lesbians  to 
heterosexuality.  "Love  Won  Out" 
has  toured  the  United  States  for 
five  years,  but  this  is  the  first  time 
it  has  taken  place  in  Canada. 

Protesters  with  home-made 
signs  stood  and  chanted  slogans 
in  front  of  Churchill  Heights  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Scarborough.  "We 
will  be  bringing  along  a  shiny  new 
toaster  to  present  to  the  first  ex- 
gay  member  to  leave  the  confer- 
ence and  come  back  to  the  loving 
arms  of  the  queer  community," 
claimed  Mark  Riczu,  a  student  and 
activist,  before  the  protest. 

'Ex-gay'  refers  to  gays  and  lesbi- 
ans who  have  been  'cured'  of  their 
homosexuality  and  identify  as 
straight,  often  marrying  members 
of  the  opposite  sex  and  raising 
children,  the  ex-gay  movement  is 
largely  a  fundamentalist  Christian 
one,  although  there  is  a  significant 
secular  stream  of  psychologists 
and  psychiatrists  who  practice 
so-called  'conversion  therapy.' 
This  therapy  claims  that  it  can  're- 


program'  the  sexual  orientation  of 
a  patient,  but  no  reliable  evidence 
exists  to  support  its  effectiveness. 

The  conference  was  presented 
by  Focus  on  the  Family,  the  largest 
right-wing  religious  fundamental- 
ist group  in  the  United  States, 
who  is  planning  to  hold  the  event 
yearly  in  Canada. 

"1  think  they're  trying  to  pro- 
mote [the  issue]  because  they're 
afraid  of  the  progress  we're  mak- 
ing here,"  said  Paul  Bowser  of  U 
of  T's  LGBTOUT,  who  organized 
the  rally.  He  was  referring  to  the 
federal  government's  bill  to  recog- 
nize gay  marriages,  and  Canada's 
generally  liberal  attitude  towards 
issues  of  sexual  orientation. 

"Ex-gay  therapy  is  a  pretty  face 
put  on  the  same  old  homopho- 
bia," Bowser  said  at  the  rally.  His 
comments  echoed  the  statement 
of  Riczu  that  "Ex-gay  ministries 
promise  hope  and  compassion, 
but  what  they  offer  is  really  only 
a  smokescreen  for  their  vendetta 
against  gays  and  lesbians." 

Is  "Love  Won  Out"  just  ho- 
mophobia masquerading  under 
the  guise  of  outreach?  "Not  at  all," 
said  Laura,  who  attended  the  con- 
ference. "The  point  of  the  meeting 
was  to  send  a  message  that  ho- 


mophobia is  a  sinful  way  to  deal 
with  this  issue.  This  isn't  about 
converting  gays.  We're  trying  to 
tell  the  church  that  they're  human 
beings  too." 

Laura,  who  attended  with  her 
husband,  is  self-professedly  ex- 
gay.  "1  used  to  be  a  homosexual, 
and  1  was  saved  30  years  ago." 

When  asked  if  the  church  was 
practicing  a  form  of  discrimina- 
tion, Laura  was  equivocal.  "Well, 
of  course  it  is  discrimination,  but 
[the  activists]  discriminate  against 
us  too  when  they  chant  that  we're 
making  baby  Jesus  cry. 

"Yes,  the  movement  is  anti-gay. 
We're  challenging  the  homosexual 
agenda,  but  it's  not  homophobic. 
There's  a  difference  between  anti- 
gay  and  anti-gays,"  she  explained. 

There  wasn't  much  difference  to 
the  40-odd  students  of  Ryerson, 
York,  and  U  of  T  who  came  to 
the  rally.  They  believe  the  ex-gay 
phenomenon  is  designed  to  erode 
the  progress  that  has  been  made 
protecting  gay  rights.  "If  they  can 
convince  the  public  that  being  gay 
is  a  choice,  not  something  inborn, 
then  they  can  argue  that  we  don't 
need  rights,"  said  Bowser,  "even 
though  religious  choice  is  pro- 
tected as  a  right." 


HONDA  BLISS 


Left  to  right:  Paul  Bowser,  Joey  Tavares,  Mark  Riczu,  David  Adizes,  and  Stephen  Myher  make  signs  be- 
fore rallying  in  Scarborough  on  Saturday. 
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Fine  Indian  Cuisin© 


LUNCH  BUFFET  OVER  30  ITEMS 
EXCLUSIVE  LUNCH  BUFFET 

10%  DISCOUNT  ON  PICK-UP 
Free  delivery  for  minimum  $20 
Monday  -  Sunday 
11:00  a.m. -10:30  p.m. 

416-850-3179 

Ghai  Time 

Everyday  from  2:30  p.m.  -  5:30  p.m. 
Two  Masala  Chai's  and  two  Samosas 
or  choice  of  Teas  or  Coffee 
$5.50  with,  this  ad 

Valid  until  Oct  30th,  2003 

91  Gerrard  Street  West 

Across  from  Hospital  for  Sicl<  Children 


—VIC- REACH  — 

An  academic  outreach  program  staffed  by  Victoria  College 
Students  for  disadvantaged  students  in  primary  and  middle 
schools  in  the  Metropolitan  Toronto  region. 

Students  volunteers  will  be  providing  up  to  3hrs./week  of  tutoring  and 
assistance  during  the  academic  year. 

Every  student  of  Victoria  College  is  eligible  to  participate. 

Each  student-volunteer  fulfilling  the  requirements  of  Vic- Reach  will 
receive  a  formal  certificate  from  the  College  recognizing  his/her 
participation  in  the  program. 

Interested  students  are  invited  to  attend  a  meeting  on  Monday, 
September  29th  at  4:1 5  p.m.  in  the  Senior  Common  Room, 
Burwash  Hall,  Victoria  College 

Students  who  are  unable  to  attend  may  contact  either  the  Coordinator,  Amelia 
Ciofani,  delish31@hotmail.com  or  the  Principal  (585-4497)  for  further  information 
or  send  this  form  to  the  Office  of  the  Principal,  Northrop  Frye  Hall. 
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the  students  and  the  administration 
are  necessary  and  very  important 
improvements  to  OSAP,"  says  U  of 
T  Vice  President  Sheldon  Levy.  "I 
am  very  pleased  that  we  could  set 
aside  where  we  differ  and  together 
develop  this  document  that  empha- 
sizes the  issues  where  there  is  full 
agreement." 

The  recommendations,  which 
are  to  be  handed  over  to  the  newly 
elected  provincial  government 
for  review  on  Oct.  2,  deal  with  a 
broad  range  of  issues.  For  example, 
currently  OSAP  does  not  provide 
financial  assistance  to  part-time 
students.  The  first  recommendation 


News 
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on  the  list  states  that  OSAP  should 
be  accessible  to  students  regardless 
of  the  amount  of  courses  they  are 
taking.  Another  issue  on  the  list  is 
the  standard  living  allowance  that 
OSAP  currently  provides  for  On- 
tario students.  SAC  Vice  President 
Operations  Alexandra  Arful-Dodger 
says  that  OSAP  has  neglected  the 
fact  that  different  places  in  Ontario 
are  more  costly  to  live  in  than  oth- 
ers. Therefore,  she  says,  OSAP 
should  grant  students  with  money 
that  reflects  the  real  cost  of  liv- 
ing. As  recommendation  #2  states, 
"rent,  transportation,  and  other 
costs  clearly  vary  in  different  com- 
munities in  Ontario." 
Other     recommendations  on 


the  list  include  increasing  OSAP 
maximum  grants  (which  were  last 
increased  in  1994),  increasing  child 
care  allowance,  revising  the  paren- 
tal contribution  formula,  and  more. 

Graduate  Student  Union  Governor 
Francoise  Ko  says  that  the  newly 
released  recommendations  are  a 
success.  "We  [the  students  and  the 
administration]  had  worked  on  this 
reform  together  to  demonstrate  to 
the  government  that  here  is  an  is- 
sue that  we  all  agree  on,"  says  Ko. 
"OSAP  has  to  meet  the  cost  of  living 
in  a  metropolis  such  as  Toronto  for 
it  to  be  effective  because  in  its  pres- 
ent form  OSAP  does  NOT  reflect  the 
actual  cost  of  living  students  face  in 
Toronto." 


The  OSAP  13-point  program 


1.  The  University  of  Toronto 
believes  that  all  students,  regard- 
less of  the  number  of  courses  they 
are  taking,  should  have  access  to 
OSAP,  based  on  their  income  and 
need. 

2.  The  living  allowance  for 
students  studying  in  high  cost 
areas  of  the  province  like  the  GTA 
should  reflect  real  cost  of  living. 
Currently  there  is  one  standard 
living  allowance  for  the  entire 
province.  Rent,  transportation, 
and  other  costs  clearly  vary  in  dif- 
ferent communities  in  Ontario. 

3.  The  OSAP  maximum  must 
be  increased  and  must  take  into 
account  the  real  costs  of  being  a 
university  student.  The  maximum 
was  last  changed  in  1994. 

4.  The  Ontario  Student  Op- 
portunity Grant  program,  which 
pays  down  loans  annually  to  a 
maximum  of  $7,000,  must  be  main- 
tained at  its  current  level. 

5.  The  Ontario  Student  Loan 
Plan  should  have  a  provision  for 
debt  reduction  that  is  at  least 
comparable  to  the  Canada  Student 
Loan  Program. 

6.  Eligibility  for  interest  relief 
for  graduates  with  low  income 
should  be  graduated  on  the  basis 
of  income.  The  current  methodol- 


ogy can  disqualify  applicants  if 
they  have  one  dollar  of  income  in 
excess  of  the  calculated  amount. 

7.  The  current  childcare  allow- 
ance used  in  the  OSAP  assessment 
is  inadequate  and  unrealistic.  The 
allowance  should  be  based  on  real 
costs  and  indexed.  In  addition  the 
interface  between  OSAP  and  so- 
cial assistance  programs  should- 
be  re-examined  and  harmonized. 

8.  Currently  OSAP  uses  student 
assets  as  a  direct  resource  in  the 
assessment  of  need.  There  should 
be  an  exemption  of  a  reasonable 
portion  of  a  student's  liquid  as- 
sets to  promote  prudent  financial 
planning  and  encourage  saving  for 
post-secondary  education.  The 
amount  of  the  exemption  should 
be  responsive  to  the  student's 
situation,  age  and  family  circum- 
stances. 

9.  The  parental  contribution 
formula  should  be  revised.  At 
present,  access  for  students  with 
parental  incomes  between  about 
$50,000  and  $70,000  drops  off 
sharply.  A  greater  range  of  paren- 
tal circumstances  and  regional 
cost  of  living  for  the  parental 
household  should  be  taken  into 
account. 

10.  The  current  requirement 


for  a  student  to  be  independent 
of  parental  support  for  Ontario  as- 
sistance should  be  reviewed 

11.  Currently  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  OSAP  provisions  which 
lead  to  students  being  deemed  in- 
eligible or  becoming  ineligible  for 
funding.  Many  of  these  provisions 
should  be  less  rigid  and  punitive 
and  more  reasonable,  allowing 
for  mistakes  to  be  rectified  or 
explained. 

12.  Unlike  other  provinces,  OSAP 
does  not  provide  applicants  with  a 
summary  of  their  assessment  of 
need.  This  information  should  be 
readily  available  for  students  and 
their  families  so  they  can  better 
understand  the  assumptions  and 
expectations  of  the  government, 
and  can  appeal  their  assessment 
if  necessary.  In  addition,  the  ap- 
plication process  should  be  trans- 
parent and  accessible. 

13.  The  need  assessment  indi- 
cating the  amounts  students  will 
receive  should  be  available  earlier 
and  first  payments  should  come 
prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  first 
academic  term.  This  would  make  it 
possible  for  students  to  pay  their 
September  rent,  their  fees,  buy 
books  and  supplies,  and  pay  fees 
to  be  ready  when  classes  begin. 


No  worries  for  Christian 
groups  on  anti-hate  bill 


Campus  Christian  groups  say  that 
the  recent  passage  of  Bill  C-250 
by  parliament  won't  cramp  their 
style,  despite  the  uproar  over  the 
bill. 

Bill  C-250  was  passed  by  141 
votes  in  favour  to  110  against 
last  Friday  afternoon.  The  bill, 
introduced  to  the  house  by  NDP 
MP  Svend  Robinson,  amended 
existing  hate-crime  legislation  to 
include  sexual  orientation  as  a 
basis  for  protection. 

This  seemingly  simple  bill  gener- 
ated outcry  from  some  Christian 
groups  who  said  that  the  bill  would 
effectively  make  the  Bible  a  piece 
of  hate-literature,  and  that  Chris- 
tian groups  would  be  prevented 
from  speaking  frankly  about  their 
views  on  homosexuality  and  espe- 
cially same-sex  marriage. 

Full-page    advertisements  ap- 


peared last  week  in  the  Globe  and 
Mail  and  the  National  Post  asking 
MP's  to  defeat  the  bill.  The  ads 
were  purchased  by  Canada  Chris- 
tian College  as  part  of  its  "Millions 
for  Marriage"  campaign.  The  ad 
said  that  bill  C-250  "could  make 
the  Bible  illegal." 

Campus  Christian  groups  don't 
seem  to  buy  that  line. 

"This  won't  affect  our  activities," 
said  Francesca  Reyes  of  Youth  for 
Christ  at  U  of  T.  Reyes  declined  to 
talk  about  the  actual  bill,  saying 
"it's  not  something  we've  had  the 
opportunity  to  discuss  as  a  group. 
Our  group  accepts  anyone,  regard- 
less of  their  ethnicity  or  sexual 
orientation." 

"I  thought  hate  crimes  legisla- 
tion covered  sexual  orientation 
already." 
-GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 


Nigerian  stoning  sentence 
back  in  the  spotlight 


A  controversial  death  sentence  that 
raised  eyebrows  around  the  globe 
last  year  has  once  again  taken  cen- 
ter stage  in  Nigeria. 

Amina  Lawal,  a  Muslim  mother  of 
four  was  sentenced  to  be  stoned  to 
death  by  a  Shari'ah  court,  an  Islam 
court,  in  Katsina  State  of  northern 
Nigeria  in  March  2002. 

The  court  found  Lawal  guilty  for 
adultery.  The  man,  denied  of  having 
a  sexual  relationship  with  her,  was 
discharged  and  the  baby  daughter 
is  now  used  as  evidence  against 
Lawal. 

Lawal  would  be  buried  up  to  her 
neck  in  sand  and  while  alive  but  im- 
mobile, executioners  would  throw 
stones  at  her  head  until  she  loses 


consciousness  and  eventually  dies. 

Lawal  filed  an  appeal  and  was 
scheduled  for  a  hearing  in  May  2002. 
However,  it  was  rescheduled  for  Au- 
gust 2003  and  is  now  adjourned  to 
Thursday,  Sept.  25,  2003. 

Amnesty  International  is  ask- 
ing everyone  who  is  opposed  to 
this  inhuman  cruelty  to  sign  a 
petition  in  hope  to  save  Lawal 
and  her  baby  girl's  life.  For  more 
information,  please  visit  http: 
//www.  am  nesty.org.au/women/ 
action-letter09.html,  or  to  sign 
the  petition,  please  go  to  http: 
//www. amnesty,  org.au/e-card/ 
petition. asp. 
-FEONCHAU 


liiv0$tment  Club 


Why  Join: 


? 


•  Guest  Speakers  Setncs 

o  Participate  in  Stock  Market  simulation 
Interact  with  industry'  professionals 

•  Receive  a  free  investment  guide 


Register  at  our  September  25th  fall  social 
in  the  Hart  House  East  Common  Room 
6:00  p.m. 

For  more  information  check  out  otu-  website  at 

http://hhic.sa.utoronto.ca 

Free  food  and  beverages! 
Games  and  Prizes! 
Meet  the  Executive! 

Find  out  what  a  good  investment  joining  the  HfllC  is! 


Hart  House  Universir/ of  Toronto 

WW  w.liarttiouse.  utoronto.ca 
416-978-2452 


Get  Ready  'Cause 
Here  They  Come 

And  they  did.  More  than  * 
10,000  first-year  students  " 
from  Ontario's  double  cohort 
class  came  to  our  three,,,, 
campuses  this  month.^->" 

Well  in  advance,  electricians, 
student  volunteers,  registrars, 
cleaners  and  thousands  more 
worked  tirelessly  to  prepare 

for  this  unprecedented  number  of  first-year  students. 
For  all  your  patience,  planning  and  passion,  thank  you. 


Robert  Birgeneau 
President, 

University  of  Toronto 


Ashley  Morton 
President, 

Students'  Administrative  Council 
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U  of  T  student  gets  a  nod 
from  Glamour  magazine 


by  LESLEY  TRITES 
VARSITY  STAFF 


A  quick  glance  at  Anne  Swift's  re- 
sume could  make  even  the  token 
coffee-addled  over-achiever  in 
the  front  row  of  the  class  feel  like 
a  couch  potato.  Recently  named 
one  of  Glamour  magazine's  Top  10 
College  Women,  Swift  was  pegged 
by  the  magazine  as  "The  Vision- 
ary." 

Swift,  a  fourth-year  U  of  T  stu- 
dent studying  political  science 
and  economics,  was  chosen  from 
among  800  applicants  around 
North  America.  She  stood  out  as 
the  founder  of  Young  Inventors 
International,  a  non-profit  organi- 
zation that  provides  young  inven- 
tors and  innovative  entrepreneurs 
with  the  resources  they  need  to 
succeed  professionally. 

Swift's  inspiration  came  during 
her  first  year  of  university  when 
conceiving  an  idea  for  a  flexible 
keyboard.  When  trying  to  figure 
out  where  to  go  with  her  inven- 


tion, she  found  that  the  informa- 
tion available  was  very  scattered, 
and  that  there  was  nothing  cater- 
ing to  her  as  a  young  person.  "If 
there  was  nothing  like  it,  1  thought 
there  might  be  a  need  for  it,  and 
that  I  should  start  it,"  said  Swift. 
"I  tend  to  be  a  little  entrepreneur- 
ial," she  added,  "and  1  couldn't 
bear  to  have  the  thought  just  sit- 
ting there."  And  from  there  an  in- 
ternational organization  that  now 
has  a  membership  base  of  more 
than  300  was  born. 

The  goal  of  Young  Inventors 
International  is  to  help  young  in- 
ventors move  forward  with  their 
ideas,  and  into  the  market.  It 
helps  them  with  the  commercial- 
ization aspect  of  their  inventions. 
Many  young  inventors  "don't 
know  how  to  move  forward,"  says 
Swift.  Yll  hosts  conferences,  of- 
fers workshops,  has  a  mentorship 
network  of  professionals,  and 
publishes  a  quarterly  journal  and 
monthly  newsletter. 

Women  have  a  strong  presence 


these  days  at  Young  Inventors 
International,  marginally  out- 
numbering the  men.  Swift  says  it's 
encouraging  to  see  so  many  wom- 
en coming  out  to  Yll  events.  When 
Swift  ran  her  very  first  workshop 
for  Yll  in  her  second  year  of  uni- 
versity, she  walked  in  to  a  room 
full  of  men.  "It  was  the  first  time 
I'd  encountered  an  entirely  male 
audience,"  says  Swift.  She  adds 
that  there  are  "a  lot  of  very  entre- 
preneurial women,  but  they're  not 
always  as  visible  as  the  men." 

Swift  has  run  a  small  business 
of  her  own  for  as  long  as  she  can 
remember.  Right  now  she  works 
in  corporate  communications, 
working  with  small  and  medium 
businesses  to  prepare  their  in- 
ternal and  external  communica- 
tions campaigns.  She  also  keeps 
a  notebook  of  ideas  she  hopes  to 
eventually  patent. 

The  fashion  magazine  "is  one 
place  I  never  thought  I'd  see  my 

See.S'TTTFronpage? 


*Not  valfd  with  any  other  offer.  At  partldpating  McDonald's  Restayrants  in  Ontario.  Offers  at  participating  Restaurants  may  vary  from  those  shown. 


designer  frames  •  on-site  lab  -  high  quality  lenses 


Doctors 

Jerry  Nolfi  |  Upen  Kawale 

Optometrists 

eye  exams  •  eyeglasses  ■  contact  lenses  • 
^^^^5^  laser  surgery  consultations 

MANULIFE  CENTRE  •  55  BLOOR  ST.  W.  (AT  BAY)  •  416-966  I955 

www.lorontoeyecare.com 


ELECTIONS  ANNOUEEMENT 

In  accordance  with  SCSU  By-laws,  SCSU  is  holding 
Fall  Elections  &  Bi-elBctians  for  the  following 
positions: 

-  First  Year  Representati\/es 

-  Life  Sciences  Representative 

-  Physical  &  Environmental  Sciences 

Representative 

-  Social  Activities  Officer 

-  Vice  President  Operations  '" f  i^j^^. 

Further  information  can  be  piclied  up  fram0CSLI. 
Nomination  Period:  Sept  15  -  Sept  iB3 
Campaign  Peridd:  Sept  ^4  i  Oct  l^'"  ^  * 
Election  Dates:  Oct  8  -  Oct  3 

Scarbaraugh  Campus  Students'  Union.  UTSC 
Biaden  Building  roam  B33a,  41G'S87'7a47 

wvmm.scsu.ca,  scsu@utac.utoronta.ca 


SOCIAL  JUSTICE  COMMITTEE  AT  HART  HOUSM 


Social  Justice  IVetwo  A  Fair! 

WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  24,  2003 

1 1  am  -3:00  pm  «  Great  Hall 

Five  Buck  Lunch,  Displays  from  various  Social  Justice  organizations 
from  campus  and  community  with  which  you  can  get  involved. 
Discussion  with  Fair  Vote  Canada! 
$5  Lunch  •  1 2:00  p.m.  -  2:00  p.m. 

Cold  Sandv^iches,  Selectjon  of  Salads,  Squares  &  Cookies,  juices  &  Coffee 

1 :30  p.m.  -  Speaker  Larry  Gordon,  Fair  Vote  Canada 

if  you  are  a  group  wishing  to  reserve  a  table  at  the  fair,  please  contact 
arlene.stein@utoronto.ca 

Conimufvity  KitdhBtiis 

open,  drop-in  community  kitchen  and  TOMATO  SAUCE 
making  workshop  on  Wednesday,  September  24 

(after  social  justice  network  fair). 
Free  and  jars  of  sauce  will  be  available  for  purchase. 

Join  other  students  and  community  members  for  a  hands-on 
cooking  lesson  with  practical,  affordable  recipes  and  take  home  a  meal! 
Sign  up  at  the  Hall  Porter's  Desk.  $5  fee.  Dates  (subject  to  char\ge): 

Tuesday,  October  7th  •  Tuesday,  October  14th 
Tuesday,  November  4th  •  Tuesday,  November  Itth 
Tuesday,  December  2nd 

For  more  information  call  416-978-8393  or  4 1 6-97 8-0S37. 


Phone:  416.978.2542 


Hart  House  University  of  Toronto 

7  Hart  House  Circle,  TcM-onto  MSS  3H3.  Ontario 


w.harthouse  moron  to.  ca 


Playing  your  favourites,  every  day  of  the  week. 


;  ;003  McPonald-t  Rtstau.ant  of  Canada  LImtca.  foi  tho  exclusive  use  of  McDonald's  Restaurants  of  Canada  UmHcd  and  its  ftanchtees. 
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Student  account  information  you  can  take  to  the  bank 


by  RON  BLAKE 


Frosh  just  ended  and  you're  out 
of  money  already?  Something 
went  horribly  wrong. 

Obviously  this  is  a  set-up, 
but  the  implication  of  a  lack  of 
discipline  and  financial  vision 
is  pretty  serious.  Why  fritter 
and  waste  those  pennies  that 
took  endless  imaginative  ways 
to  acquire?  You  need  to  find  a 
safe  and  efficient  place  to  stash 
it  until  you  have  to  use  it. 

There  is  no  one  homogeneous 
type  of  student,  so  there  is  not 
going  to  be  a  one-size-fits-all 
solution.  There  are  lots  of  op- 
tions. The  major  banks  have  a 
range  of  services  that  can  ac- 
commodate a  variety  of  needs 
and  situations.  They  each  have 
Web  sites  you  should  take  a 
look  at  and  get  a  feel  for  what 
is  on  offer  and  see  if  there  is  a 
package  that  works  for  you. 

Once  you  have  got  a  good 


overview,  zero  in  on  a  few  de- 
tails. Call  them  and  let  a  rep- 
resentative explain  how  their 
plan  applies  to  your  personal 
situation. 

Your  main  goal  is  to  not  pay 
more  in  fees  than  you  have  to. 
Read  the  fine  print! 

If  you  have  debt  already,  try 
to  consolidate  it  in  a  student 
line  of  credit.  You  will  pay  a 
lower  rate  of  interest  and  your 
monthly  payments  will  be 
much  lower.  Customer  service 
representatives  at  your  local 
branch  will  explain  how  it  all 
shakes  out. 

Here's  a  condensed  overview 
of  what's  available,  but  do  your 
homework,  it  will  be  worth  it. 
Be  a  smart  consumer,  shop 
around.  Remember  to  read  and 
know  all  the  details. 

At  www.cibc.com/studentlife 
there  is  an  account  selector 
tool,  to  help  you  find  the  right 
package,  but  give  them  a  call:  1- 
800-465-CIBC  (2422).  The  CIBC 


BUILD  A  BETTER 
FUTURE... 
TEACH  IN  L.A. 


Los  Angeles  Unified  School  District 
seeks  Occupational  Therapists,  Speech 
Pathologists,  Mathematics,  Science,  and 
Special  Education  Teachers 
PRESENTATION: 
University  of  Toronto 
9A^M  or  2  PM 
Saturday,  September  27,  2003 
O.I.S.E. 
252  Bloor  Street  West 
To  schedule  an  interview  contact 
Nicole.Cornish@iausd.net 

 WWW  TFACHlNt  A-CQM  


Looking  to  get  involved? 

Brings  you 


"PROJECT:  UNIVERSAL  MIND 
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Want  to  tutor  a  high  school  student? 
Come  on  out!  Only  an  Hour  a  Week! 

Get  a  Certificate  of  Recognition  from  the 
Dean  of  Arts  &  Science 

Get  Involved  With  Your  School  And  Your  Community  ! 


PLEASK  PICK  I  P  AN  APPLICATION  FROM  ASSU 

OR  VISIT  assu.sa.utoronto.ca.  (416)  978-4903. 
APPLICATIONS  ARE  DUE  SEPTEMBER  30,  2003. 


Advantage  for  Students  plan 
monthly  fee  is  $4  for  the  first  12 
transactions  in  a  month  and  60 
cents  for  each  additional.  If  you 
maintain  a  minimum  monthly 
balance  of  $1,000  there  is  a  50 
per  cent  discount  on  the  regu- 
lar fees.  At  most  banks  high 
balances  are  rewarded  in  some 
way. 

They  require  proof  of  enrol- 
ment in  a  full-time  post  sec- 
ondary program,  as  do  all  of 
the  various  banks  for  student 
account  services.  You  will  have 
to  re-apply  every  year.  There 
are  options  for  part-time  and 
mature  students  at  various  in- 
stitutions. You  need  to  sleuth 
them  out  a  bit. 

Royal  Bank  student  ser- 
vices are  found  at:  http: 
//www. royalbank.com/ 
products/deposits/ 
students.html 

For  $3.50  a  month  you  get  25 
debit  transactions  and  it's  $0.50 
for  each  additional  debit.  They 


waive  the  $15  annual  fee  on  Stu- 
dent Visa  Classic  and  they  will 
enroll  you  in  the  Student  Price 
Card  (SPC)  program  for  free. 
Be  sure  to  check  the  details, 
you  may  have  similar  benefits 
elsewhere.  Contact:  1-800  ROY- 
ALTM  1-1  (1  800  769-2511). 

Go  to  www.scotiabank.com 
and  click  on  'Financial  &  Invest- 
ment Solutions'  which  will  give 
you  the  Student  Life  link.  The 
basic  account  here  is  the  'Stu- 
dent Banking  Advantage  Plan'. 
Monthly  fee  of  $1.25  includes 
your  12  most  expensive  non- 
teller  transactions.  A  no-fee 
VISA  is  also  offered  upon  get- 
ting credit  approval.  Educate 
yourself  on  the  pros  and  cons 
of  credit  cards.  It  can  be  a  mine- 
field for  the  unwary. 

Call  1-800-4-SCOTIA  (1-800- 
472-6842). 

http  ://www.tdcanadatrust.com 
will  get  you  to  the  TD  Canada 
Trust  Self  Serve  Account  for 
students.  $3.45  per  month  (a  50 


per  cent  discount  on  the  regu- 
lar TD  Canada  Trust  Self  Serve 
account)  provides  you  with  20 
self-serve  transactions.  More 
nifty  bells  and  whistles  are 
available  as  add-ons,  similar 
to  the  other  banks.  Contact:  1- 
866-567-8888. 

www.nbc.ca.  The  National 
Bank  of  Canada  Click  Student 
Package  is  for  full-time  post- 
secondary  students  18  to 
24  years  of  age.  It  is  a  $2.75 
monthly  fee  for  unlimited  trans- 
actions. Call  1-888  4  TelNat  (1- 
888-483-5628)  for  all  the  bits 
and  bites. 

The  new  student  account 
on  offer  from  Metro  Credit 
Union,  www.metrocu.com  will 
cost  you  $3.50  a  month  for  20 
transactions  with  four  free 
via  Interac.  Maintain  a  $1,000 
balance  and  fees  are  waived. 
Also  find  student  financial  tips 
at  their  site.  They  have  a  focus 
on  ethical  investing.  Call  416- 
252-5621. 
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ties  act"  and  urged  the  audience  to 
"speak  out  loud  and  clear  against 
this  discrimination." 

Amina  Sherazee,  a  lawyer  and 
civil  liberties  activist,  said  the 
arrest  of  the  Pakistani  men  is  not 
something  new,  but  is  illustrative 
of  the  "regressive"  and  "morally 
corrupt"  treatment  of  Muslims  and 
Arabs  in  Canada  and  the  United 
States  after  Sept.  11.  "These  peo- 
ple are  imprisoned  in  maximum 
security  prisons  with  convicted 
(criminals)  who  have  had  their  due 
process." 

Sherazee  cautioned  the  audience 
not  to  forget  the  five  Muslim  Arab 
men  incarcerated  on  secret  evi- 
dence and  the  hundreds  more  we 
don't  know  about.  "What  we  do  to 
foreign  nationals  today  paves  the 
way  for  what  we  do  to  Canadian 
citizens  tomorrow,"  she  said. 

After  the  speeches,  the  floor 
was  opened  for  discussion,  which 
proved  to  be  quite  varied. 

A  gentleman  with  the  Campaign 
to  Stop  Secret  Trials  in  Canada 
announced  a  protest  at  CSIS 
headquarters  in  Ottawa  on  Hal- 
loween, during  which  couches 
will  be  set  up  to  "provide  psy- 
chological counselling  to  CSIS 
agents  to  help  them  get  over  their 
irrational  fear  of  Arabs  and  Mus- 
lims." (For  more  information,  visit 


www.homesnotbombs.ca.) 

Another  man  said  the  war  on  ter- 
rorism was  actually  a  "war  against 
the  oppressed"  and  called  on  Jew- 
ish people  to  join  the  coalition.  "It's 
the  same  thing  Israel  has  been  do- 
ing to  the  Palestinians.  That's  why 
I'm  an  anti-Zionist  Jew." 

James  Clark,  a  recent  graduate 
from  Queens  University  and  an 
organizer  of  Project  Threadbare, 
was  pleased  with  the  turnout  of 
172  people,  considering  the  project 
started  only  three  weeks  ago. 

Clark  says  the  project  grew 
out  of  the  decision  of  a  number 
of  activists  that  something  had 
to  be  done.  So  far  the  coalition 


is  endorsed  by  40  groups  from  a 
broad  spectrum:  Pakistani  and 
South  Asian  communities,  cul- 
tural organizations,  immigrant  and 
refugee  groups,  anti-poverty  or- 
ganizations, political  groups,  faith 
groups,  trade  unionists,  students, 
and  concerned  individuals. 

Clark  found  that  the  initiative 
has  built  solidarity  between  dif- 
ferent groups,  and  hopes  their  ef- 
forts will  give  confidence  to  people 
who  feel  targeted  and  are  afraid  to 
speak  up. 

To  find  out  more  about  Project 
Threadbare  or  to  join,  contact 
project_threadbare@yahoo.ca  or 
416-579-0481. 


NDP  MPP  Marilyn  Churley  speaks  at  the  rally. 


SIMON  TURNBULL 


^  The  Japan  Exchange  and  Teaching  (JET)  Programme 


The  Government  of  Japan  invites  Canadian  universit>'  graduates  (by  July  2004)  to  apply  for 
positions  as  Assistant  Language  Teachers  or  Co-ordinators  for  International  Relations  at  schools  and 
government  offices  throughout  Japan.  Renewable  one-year  contracts  begin  late  July  or  early  August 
2004  with  a  salary  of  3,600,000  yen  (approximately  C$44,000)  after  tax. 

Applicants  should  be  enthusiastic  about  Japan,  have  an  excellent  command  of  the  English 
language,  and  be  mentally  and  physically  prepared  for  the  challenges  of  living  and  working  in  a  foreign 
environment.  For  detailed  information  about  the  programme,  or  to  download  an  application  package  in 
Adobe  Acrobat  (PDF)  format,  visit: 

http://www.toronto.ca.emb-japan.go.jp 

Applications  are  available  at  University  of  Toronto  from  these  locations:  UTM  -  Tlte  Career  Centre; 
inSC  -  Advising  Career  <&  Student  Success  Cenire;  Downtow  n  -  TIk  Career  Centre.  OISE  Teacher  Employment 
Preparation,  Munk  Centre  for  International  Studies,  Department  of  East  Asian  Studies,  Department  of  History, 
Department  of  Anthropology  (Asia  Pacific  Studies),  and  the  International  Student  Centre  or  fi-om: 

The  Consulate  General  of  Japan,  JET  Desk,  Suite  3300,  77  King  Street,  Toronto  M5K  1  Al 
tel  (416)  363  5488  -  fax  (416)  363  6074  -  E-mail  accessfgjjapancg-toronto.org 

Wleet  a  JET  Programme  representative  al  the  Where  In  The  World  Fair.  Hart  House,  Great  Hall  -  Sept.  22 


APPLICATION  Deadline  is  November  21 2003  -  Do  Not  Send  Resumes 


news@thevarsity.ca 


News 


Tuesday,  September  23, 2003  7 


Get  your  vote  on,  U  of  T 


by  NAOMI  FANCE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Election  day  is  fast  approaching 
and  by  now  you  have  probably 
weighed  the  issues  and  decided 
who  you  would  like  to  see  as  your 
local  MP,  but  how  exactly  do  you 
cast  your  vote?  As  you  gear  up  to 
exercise  your  democratic  right  on 
Oct.  2,  there  are  a  couple  of  things 
that  you  may  need  to  know. 

First  of  all  you  need  to  be  on  the 
voting  list.  If  you  are  above  the  age 
of  18  and  a  Canadian  citizen,  you 
are  eligible  and  should  already  be 
on  the  Permanent  Register  of  Elec- 
tions for  Ontario.  This  means  that 
when  there  is  an  election  called, 
you  will  receive  a  Notice  of  Reg- 
istration Card  containing  the  loca- 
tion of  their  election  day  poll  and 
dates  and  locations  of  advance 


polls.  If  you  haven't  received  this 
card  in  the  mail  then  you  can  call 
1-888  ONT  VOTE  (1-888  668-8683) 
to  find  out  if  you  are  on  the  list. 

Not  being  on  the  list  does  not 
mean  that  you  can't  vote.  If  you 
know  that  you  are  eligible  then 
you  can  be  added  to  the  list  of 
voters  on  the  day  of  the  election 
at  the  polling  station.  To  do  this 
you  need  to  complete  an  applica- 
tion form  and  bring  identification. 
This  can  be  either  be  something 
that  shows  your  name,  address 
and  signature,  such  as  a  driving 
license,  or  two  pieces  of  identifica- 
tion— one  that  shows  your  name 
and  signature,  such  as  a  passport 
or  credit  card,  and  one  that  shows 
your  name  and  home  address, 
such  as  a  bill. 

Voting  by  proxy  is  possible  if 
you  are  out  of  town  on  the  day  of 


the  election.  This  can  be  done  by 
filling  out  a  signing  an  application 
that  you  must  then  give  to  the 
person  who  will  vote  for  you.  Your 
proxy  must  show  this  form  to  the 
returning  officer  before  election 
day  and  he  or  she  will  receive  a 
certificate  to  vote. 

If  you  can't  or  don't  want  to  wait 
until  Oct.  2  then  you  can  vote  at  an 
advance  poll.  For  Trinity-Spadina, 
advance  polls  are  open  from  10 
a.m.  until  8  p.m.  They  operate 
from  the  Sept.  24-26  and  they  are 
located  at  Church  of  the  Messiah, 
240  Avenue  Road,  St.  Alban's  Boys 
and  Girls  Club,  843  Palmerston 
Avenue  and  the  Trinity  Recreation 
Centre  at  155  Crawford  Street. 

On  election  day  you  have  from  9 
a.m.  until  8  p.m.  to  cast  your  vote 
at  Essex  Public  School  at  50  Essex 
Street. 
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face,"  admitted  Swift.  She  stressed 
that  Glamour  has  been  great 
about  inspiring  young  women 
and  providing  a  link  to  a  wider 
audience.  The  magazine  flew  her 
and  the  nine  other  winners  to 
New  York  for  four  days  of  fun  and 
a  chance  to  meet  with  a  variety  of 
professional  women. 

Swift  is  kept  going  by  her  pas- 
sion for  what  she  does  and  is  in- 
terested in  innovation  in  general, 
not  just  invention.    "Seeing  that 


I'm  able  to  help  people,  even  if  it's 
a  small  amount,  is  very  inspiring," 
she  says.  She's  also  passionate 
about  social  change,  and  believes 
that  not-for-profit  organizations 
can  really  contribute  to  society 
at  large.  Even  Swift's  methods  for 
relaxation  sound  active:  in  her 
spare  time  she  windsurfs,  down- 
hill skis,  and  writes  short  stories. 

For  students  out  there  who 
dream  of  being  the  next  Benjamin 
Franklin  or  Ruth  Wakefield  (inven- 
tor of  chocolate  chip  cookies). 
Swift  had  the  following  advice  to 


pass  on:  "Think  about  what  your 
goals  are,  make  sure  they're  real- 
istic, think  of  a  way  to  get  there, 
and  move  forward."  If  you  come 
across  obstacles,  "you  might  have 
to  rethink  your  plan  about  how  to 
get  there,"  says  Swift,  "but  you  can 
always  find  a  way — the  passion 
and  interest  in  what  you're  doing 
will  provide  the  impetus  for  you 
to  move  forward."  Swift  cautions 
that  "it  takes  a  lot  of  persistence," 
but  students  "need  to  keep  go- 
ing forward  and  remember  what 
they're  passionate  about." 


Tomorrow's  professionals 
apply  today! 


Apply  on-line! 


OMSAS  www.ouac.on.ca/omsas/ 
Ontorio  Medical  School  Application  Service 
October  8,  2003 

Last  day  for  registering  for  on-line  applications 
October  15,  2003  Application  deadline 


OLSAS  www.ouac.on.ca/olsas/ 
Ontario  Law  School  Application  Sen/ice 
November  3,  2003  Application  deadline— first-year 
May  3,  2004  Application  deadline — upper  years 


TEAS  www.ouac.on.ca/teas/ 
Teacher  Education  Application  Service 
December  1,  2003  Appiicotion  deadline 


ORPAS  www.ouac.on.co/orpos/ 
Ontario  Rehabilitation  Sciences  Programs 
Application  Service 
{Audiology,  Occupational  Therapy, 
Physical  Therapy /Physiotherapy, 
Speech-Language  Pathology) 
January  1 5,  2004  Application  deadline 


ONTARIO  UNIVERSITIES' APPLICATION  CENTRE 


'  CENTRE  DE  DEMANDE  D'ADMISSION 
AUX  UNiVERSITES  DE  L'ONTARIO 


1 70  Research  Lane,  Guelph,  Ontario  NIG  5E2  www.ouac.on.ca 


Now  covering  oral  contraceptives,  as  well  as  additional  dental, 
vision  and  physiotherapy  benefits  for  the  same  cost! 


The  SAC  Health  a  Dental  Plan  will  be  changing  Insurers  effective  Sept.  1, 2003. 


•  Claims  incurred  before  Sept.  1,  2003  must  be  submitted 
to  Maritime  Life  (Liberty  Health)  by  specific  deadlines. 

•  Claims  incurred  after  Sept.  1  must  be  sent  to  Sun  Life. 


•  For  coverage  details  call  the  toll-free  help  line  at 
1  866  358-4436,  and  refer  to  the  yellow  brochure 
available  at  all  SAC  offices. 


SAC  HEALTH  a  DENTAL  OPT  OUT  PERIOD  IS  FROM  SEPTEMDER  8, 2003  TO 

OCTOBER  3, 2003  ''mm  TO  OPT  OCT  www.rosi.utoronio.ca 

V.  ^ 


uNivensirr    Of     r  o  h  o  n  7  o 

students'administrativecouncil 


[tfisit  www.sac.utoronto   for  more  information  anfl  new  claim  forms. 
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SAC  same-sex  marriage 
campaign  a  little  queer 


by  PAUL  BOWSER 


The  legal  recognition  of  same-sex 
marriages  is  well  on  its  way  to  politi- 
cal reality  in  Canada.  The  growing 
frenzy  around  the  issue  has  left  me 
increasingly  uncomfortable.  The 
tipping  point  came  recently,  when  1 
was  drafted  into  a  press  conference 
organized  by  student  governments 
supporting  the  Campaign  for  Equal 
Marriage. 

I  found  myself  awkwardly  stand- 
ing in  solidarity  with  straight  allies 
campaigning  for  a  cause  1  can't  fully 
support.  Like  many  queers,  I  think 
adding  gays  and  lesbians  to  current 
marriage  laws  isn't  good  enough, 
that  this  solution  ignores  the  rich 
diversity  of  our  relationships — this 
could  have  been  an  opportunity 
to  create  something  better.  But  I 
didn't  feel  free  to  say  that.  No  one 
wants  to  give  accidental  support 
to  the  homophobes,  and  voicing 
my  concerns  could  have  benefited 
them  by  confusing  our  message. 
I  just  wish  queers  on  campus  had 
been  asked  what  they  wanted  that 
message  to  be. 

For  years,  queer  activists  have 
had  trouble  getting  people  to  en- 
gage with  issues  we  feel  are  impor- 
tant. Now,  they  are  holding  press 
conferences  about  gay  and  lesbian 
rights.  One  thing  hasn't  changed — 
they're  still  not  listening  to  us.  Our 
straight  allies  have  not  only  jumped 
on  the  marriage  bandwagon,  they 
seem  to  be  grabbing  for  the  reins  as 
well.  It's  not  clear  why  this  issue  has 
suddenly  become  a  student  govern- 
ment priority.  Where  were  the  press 
conferences  years  ago,  before 
same-sex  marriage  had  become  a 
virtual  inevitability? 

Despite  LGBTOUT's  long  history 
of  queer  activism  at  U  of  T,  they 
were  given  less  than  48  hours  notice 

Relatively  few 
{queer  students}  see 
marriage  as  an  issue  of 
great  importance. 

of  the  press  conference,  and  initial- 
ly weren't  even  offered  a  position  on 
the  speakers  list.  It  is  troubling  that 
the  only  queer  issues  that  capture 
the  attention  of  our  straight  allies 
are  those  in  which  queers  pursue 
the  goal  of  assimilation. 

If  SAC  had  taken  the  time  to 
talk  to  queer  students  on  campus, 
they  might  have  been  surprised. 
Relatively  few  see  marriage  as  an 
issue  of  great  importance.  Many 
would  prefer  to  see  the  institution 


drastically  restructured,  rather 
than  just  expanded  slightly.  Mar- 
riage is  fundamentally  unequal.  It 
systematically  privileges  certain 
relationships  with  governmental 
validation  and  rewards.  In  doing 
so,  it  implicitly  supports  the  notion 
that  some  relationships  are  better 
than  others.  Expanding  marriage 
to  include  same-sex  couples  shares 
that  privilege  with  some,  but  leaves 
others  behind. 
Government     should  remove 

...they  feel  free  to 
speak  on  behalf 
of  queers  without 
bothering  to  consult 
us. 


itself  from  the  marriage  business 
altogether.  The  civil  system  should 
recognize  that  relationships  are 
broader  than  a  husband,  a  wife,  and 
2.3  children,  and  that  all  members 
of  a  family  unit,  however  they  define 
themselves,  deserve  protection. 
A  system  of  registered  domestic 
partnerships  could  provide  rights 
and  protection  without  reference  to 
gender  or  conjugality. 

These  views  are  not  new.  In  1999, 
academic  and  activist  Michael  War- 
ner wrote  a  book  {The  Trouble  with 
Normal)  that  challenged  queers  to 
question  the  desirability  of  same- 
sex  marriage  and  government-issue 
legitimacy.  The  idea  that  marriages 
should  be  replaced  by  flexible 
domestic  partnership  agreements 
has  long  been  promoted  by  groups 
like  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Rights  in  Ontario  (CLGRO).  The  Law 
Commission  of  Canada  agreed,  in 
their  2002  report  entitled  "Beyond 
Conjugality."  Yet  our  student  gov- 
ernments are  apparently  unaware 
of  these  nuances  and  deeper  is- 
sues. Straight  allies  may  be  more 
comfortable  with  the  idea  of  shar- 
ing the  privilege  they  enjoy,  rather 
than  face  the  prospect  of  losing  it 
entirely. 

Regardless  of  their  motives,  they 
are  apparently  content  enough  with 
the  simplistic  formulation  "equal 
marriage  =  good"  that  they  feel 
free  to  speak  on  behalf  of  queers 
without  bothering  to  consult  us. 
They  know  what  is  good  for  us,  and 
that,  apparently,  is  marriage  as  they 
know  it. 

Paul  Bowser  is  a  graduate  student  at 
U  of  T  and  former  coordinator  of  LG- 
BTOUT 


Forward  the  blog  revolution 

How  weblogs  can  change  the  way  the  world  sees  Iran 


bvHGSSEINDERAKSHAN 


Having  lived  almost  all  my  life  in  the 
Islamic  Republic  of  Iran,  1  always 
wanted  to  see  the  West  and  why  Is- 
lamic clerics  in  Iran  were  so  against 
its  values  and  lifestyle. 

Before  1  came  to  Toronto  as  an 
immigrant  in  Dec.  2000,  I  was  work- 
ing as  a  tech  journalist  in  one  the 
so  called  reformist  papers  in  Iran.  A 
daily  text  column  named  "Internet" 
had  a  lot  of  readers  whose  emails 
were  filling  my  yahoo  account  every 
day.  The  pleasure  of  helping  people 
discover  new  things  and  cross  new 
borders  is  the  most  satisfying  expe- 
rience anyone  can  have. 

But  then  everything  suddenly 
changed  when  the  hardline  judiciary 
closed  down  all  reformist  papers  in 
one  night.  I  lost  my  connection  to  the 
people  who  had  encouraged  me  by 
their  questions  and  comments. 

After  a  few  months,  I  received  my 
visa  and  came  to  Canada,  completely 
disconnected  from  a  rapidly  chang- 
ing society  that  I  loved. 

You  have  no  idea  how  much  a  band- 
width Internet  connection  helped  me 
at  the  time.  Having  worked — or  been 
tortured — by  a  slow  modem  con- 
nection, 1  could  finally  see  the  real 
potentials  of  the  Internet.  Through 
all  that  pointless  but  fun  surfing,  I 
came  to  a  web  site  that  changed  my 
work  and  life:  Blogger.com. 


I  started  my  own  Weblog  in  Persian 
a  few  weeks  later  and  found  dozens 
of  old  readers  of  my  column  again. 
Then  many  people  asked  me  to  show 
them  how  to  do  the  same  thing. 
1  wrote  a  simple  guide  on  how  to 
build  a  Weblog  in  Persian.  Suddenly 
Weblogs  became  the  hottest  issue 
among  Internet  sawy-lranians  all 
over  the  world.  It  was  a  powerful 
bridge  between  immigrants  and 
homeland    inhabitants,    girls  and 

The  only  way  the 
world  can  separate  the 
fanatical  government 
from  the  most  educated 
and  modern  population 
in  the  Middle  East  is 
through  Iranians  who 
write  their  Weblogs  in 
English. 

boys,  parents  and  children,  and  es- 
pecially between  writers  that  could 
not  publish  their  works  freely  in 
Iran,  and  their  thirsty  readers. 

Tens  of  thousands  of  Persian  We- 
blogs now  attract  millions  of  readers 
every  day,  but  the  language  barrier 
has  prevented  the  world  from  seeing 
the  real  Iran  and  its  people,  without 
the  filters  of  Western  media.  A  quick 
study  of  these  Weblogs  shows  a 
completely  different  people  than  you 
might  expect. 

New  generations  of  Iranian  young 


people  are  more  tolerant,  self-ex- 
pressive, independent,  and  individu- 
alist than  ever.  Iranians  embrace 
extremely  different  values  than  their 
neighbouring  countries,  and  surpris- 
ingly, than  their  fanatical  leaders. 

Salam  pax,  the  Iraqi  blogger  who 
was  the  only  real  voice  from  inside 
Iraq  during  the  foggy  days  of  war, 
changed  many  minds  about  life  in 
Baghdad.  Now,  while  the  Iranian 
fundamentalist  regime  is  under  pres- 
sure from  the  global  community  for 
its  nuclear  programs,  human  rights 
issues,  and  support  of  global  ter- 
rorism, the  only  way  the  world  can 
separate  the  fanatical  government 
from  the  most  educated  and  mod- 
ern population  in  the  Middle  East 
is  through  Iranians  who  write  their 
Weblogs  in  English 

Luckily,  aside  from  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  Weblogs  in  Persian  (http: 
//persianblog.com),  there  are  more 
than  a  hundred  Weblogs  in  English 
(http://blogsbyiranians.com)  — 
many  of  them  written  by  people 
inside  Iran. 

As  for  my  own  experience,  1  can't 
be  happier  when  1  see  the  thousands 
of  people  who  log  on  to  my  Persian 
Weblog  (http ://i. hoder.com).  1  have 
regained  the  faithful  readers  that 
1  had  lost — and  this  time,  without 
censorship.  I'm  my  own  editor. 

Hossein  Derakhshan  is  an  undergrad 
student  in  department  of  Sociology.  He 
maintains  uoftblogs.com. 


LETTERS 


Sharansky's  hypocrisy 


Re:  "Israeli  minister  for  Jerusalem  hopes 
for  peace",  Sept.  18,  2003. 

Natan  Sharansky's  predictable 
hypocrisy  shines  with  all  its  glory 
in  everything  he  had  to  say.  He  says 
that  freedom  for  the  Palestinians  is 
necessary  for  his  country's  security, 
while  ignoring  his  government's 
primary  role  in  robbing  the  Palestin- 
ians of  that  freedom. 

He  also  argues  that  the  Palestin- 
ians must  create  democratic  institu- 
tions, while  at  the  very  same  time 
insisting  that  they  also  need  new 
leadership.  Apparently  he  forgot 
that  they  have  already  democrati- 
cally elected  Arafat  as  their  leader, 
and  will  probably  do  so  again  if  they 
have  the  chance.  Or  maybe  he  thinks 
the  Palestinians  have  the  right  to 
elect  only  a  leader  who  is  sympa- 
thetic to  Sharansky  and  his  ilk's 
agenda.  Also,  I'm  somewhat  curious 


as  to  what  definition  of  democracy 
he's  using  that  allows  him  to  label  a 
country  that  has  an  official  policy  of 
discriminating  between  its  citizens 
on  the  basis  of  religion  as  a  great 
democracy  fighting  for  survival. 

And  for  all  his  babbling  about 
democracy  and  free  speech,  it  is 
interesting  that  Sharansky  and  his 
cronies  chose  to  go  ahead  with  a 
limited  event  accessible  only  to 
like-minded  Jewish  students.  Don't 
they  want  to  listen  to  what  the  other 
side  has  to  say?  Or  maybe  proving 
them  wrong?  Aren't  they  interested 
in  debating  with  and  making  their 
point  to  Palestinians  and  other  stu- 
dents? Since  when  did  free  speech 
and  democracy  refer  to  hiding  from 
those  who  do  not  see  eye  to  eye  with 
you  on  everything  and  surrounding 
yourself  only  with  yes-men? 

Peter  Riad 


Hooray  for 
new  health 
plan 

I  would  like  to  offer  my  congratula- 
tions to  SAC  for  not  only  improving 
the  student  health  plan  but  also  for 
offering  it  at  a  lower  cost.  No  one 
should  really  question  which  insur- 
ance agent  benefited  by  the  change. 
What  is  quite  clear,  is  that  after  all 
these  years,  it  is  the  students  who 
have  finally  benefited.  Being  a  former 
SAC  executive  assistant,  1  know  that 
the  Executive  often  questioned  not 
only  the  health  plan,  but  other  finan- 
cial transactions  at  SAC.  We  could 
never  get  the  full  co-operation  from 
the  people  involved.  The  change  to 
the  health  plan  is  an  excellent  start, 
hopefully  it  is  only  just  a  start. 

Terry  Buckland 

Former  SAC  executive  assistant 
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Hot  Jocks 

U  of  T,  it's  time  to  get  fired  up 


Photos:  KARA  DILLON 
TexA  REBECCA  ADDELMAN 


u 


'of  T  is  known  for  many  things,  among  them  laborious  reading  lists,  a  frigid  student  community,  emd  non- 
existent school  spirit.  This  year,  the  Varsity  has  found  twelve  reasons  to  banish  that  baleful  apathy.  So 
take  a  break  from  the  textbooks,  quit  trying  to  track  down  a  fake  ID,  and  let  these  athletes  entertain  you. 


Guide  to  Canadian  student  sports  acronyms —  OUA;  Ontario  University  Athletics — the  OUA  championship  is  the  highest  university  title  in  the 
province.  CIS;  Canadian  Interuniversity  Sport — the  CIS  championship  is  the  highest  university  title  in  Canada.  OFSAA;  Ontario  Federation  of 
School  Athletic  Associations — the  OFSAA  championship  is  the  highest  high  school  title  in  the  province. 


1.  Mark  Dillon 

Team:  Track  and  Field 
Event:  High  Jump 
Field  of  Study:  Physical 
education  and  health 
Year  on  team:  First 

U  of  T  track  coach  Carl  Georgevs- 
ki  first  spotted  protege  Mark  Dil- 
lon when  the  young  high  jumper 
was  just  entering  high  school  in 
Bowmanville,  Ont.  For  the  next 
five  years,  Mark  proceeded  to 
blow  the  rest  of  the  provincial 


and  national  competition  out  of 
the  water. 

From  grades  10  to  OAC,  Dillon 
won  gold  at  OFSAA,  and  for  the 
past  two  years  has  taken  home 
consecutive  gold  medals  at  the 
junior  nationals.  This  summer, 
Mark  won  a  silver  medal  at  the 
Pan-Am  junior  games.  His  jump 
of  2.21m — the  equivalent  of 
seven  feet,  three  inches — was 
recorded  as  the  third  best  high 
jump  on  the  continent. 

That  Dillon  is  now  enrolled  at  U 
of  T,  a  school  that  offers  nothing 


in  the  way  of  athletic  scholar- 
ships for  first-year  students,  may 
come  as  a  surprise  seeing  as  both 
Clemson  and  Cornell  offered  him 
full  rides.  But  Mark,  who  claims 
he  "didn't  really  listen"  to  their 
offers,  only  applied  to  U  of  T. 

Dillon  has  been  taking  part  in  U 
of  T  track's  junior  development 
program,  under  Georgevski's 
tutelage,  for  the  past  several 
years.  As  such,  Mark  has  grown 
used  to  the  Varsity  environment, 
prattling  off  a  list  of  reasons 
that  validate  his  choice:  "1  feel 


comfortable  here;  1  like  the 
atmosphere;  it's  close  to  home. 
There  are  good  coaches  here. 
They  know  what  they're  doing." 
Mark  is  setting  his  sights  on  CIS 
gold  this  year,  and  hoping  to 
maybe  earn  a  spot  on  next  year's 
Olympic  team. 

Track  and  field  season  is  set  to 
open  at  home  on  Saturday,  Jan. 
10,  2004. 

2.  Jennifer  Porenta 

Team:  Swimming 

Event:  Freestyle  (50m,  100m, 

200m) 

Field  of  study:  Physical 
education  and  health 
Year  on  team:  First 

There's  no  doubt  that  star  rookie 
Jennifer  Porenta  was  enticed  to 
U  of  T  by  the  lure  of  the  Varsity 
swimming  program.  Coach  Byron 
MacDonald,  who  has  produced 
50  international  level  swimmers 
in  his  25  years  at  this  school,  has 
had  his  eye  on  Porenta  for  years 
now.  "He  definitely  recruited  me. 
I  think  it's  one  of  the  reasons  he's 
helped  me  out  in  the  past  couple 
of  years. ..he  wanted  to  see  me 
swim  with  him  when  I  was  done 
high  school,"  she  explains. 

Turning  down  scholarships  to 
both  Washington  State  University, 
and  the  University  of  British 
Columbia,  Porenta  chose  to  come 
to  downtown  Toronto,  and  into 
the  Varsity  swimming  fold.  "It 
wasn't  really  a  tough  decision," 
she  says  of  her  choice,  "1  feel  more 
comfortable  coming  here." 

But  now  that  she's  here,  will 
Porenta  find  the  new  level  of 
competition  daunting?  Doubtful. 
This  18-year-old  has  already 
been  around  the  world  and 
back  representing  her  country, 
and  this  school,  off  the  starting 
blocks.  This  summer,  Porenta 
placed  second  in  the  world  cham- 
pionship trials  in  Victoria,  B.C. 
She  then  went  on  to  swim  for  U 
of  T  in  Daegu,  South  Korea  at  the 
World  University  Games,  where 
she  came  in  sixth  in  the  200m 
freestyle.  She  has  also  been  down 
under  to  swim  for  Canada  at  the 
Youth  Olympics  in  Australia. 

3.  Ian  Parrag 

Team:  Men's  Lacrosse 
Position:  Midfield,  Captain 
Field  of  study:  Masters  in 
biomedical  engineering 
Year  on  team:  Fourth 


Team  captain  for  three  years 
running,  Ian  Parrag  didn't  try 
out  for  the  lacrosse  team  his 
first  year  at  U  of  T.  This  star 
player,  who's  high  school  team 
was  ranked  one  of  the  top  in 
New  York  State,  didn't  think 
he'd  make  the  cut — "1  thought 
the  team  was  better  than  they 
were,"  he  shrugs. 

But  while  the  Blues  men's 
lacrosse  only  went  2-7  last  sea- 
son, Parrag  is  convinced  that 
things  are  turning  around — in 
terms  of  both  ability  and  sup- 
port. "The  level  of  play  from  my 
first  year  to  now  has  dramati- 
cally increased,"  he  said,  add- 
ing that  the  depth  of  this  year's 
bench  finally  gives  the  starters 
a  break.  His  first  year  on  the 
team,  Ian  recalls  that  he  "didn't 
leave  the  field." 

And  on  the  back  campus  side- 
lines, fan  numbers  are  slowly 
starting  to  increase.  "This  is 
the  first  year  we've  actually 
had  signs  that  say  when  our 
games  are,"  exclaims  Parrag. 
However,  these  efforts  are 
still  overshadowed  by  the  fact 
that  men's  lacrosse  is  still  not 
part  of  the  OUA.  "It's  Canada's 
national  sport,"  comments  a 
perturbed  Parrag,  "and  it's  not 
even  recognized." 

Men's  Lacrosse  play  their 
next  home  game  against 
Queen's  on  Oct.  4.  Look  for 
them  on  Back  Campus  at  2pm. 


4.  Templar  Kalundu  Iga 

Team:  Football 
Position:  Running  back 
Field  of  study:  Political  science 
Year  on  team:  Third 
Number:  28 

Ever  been  to  a  Varsity  Blues  foot- 
ball game?  If  you  have,  then  this 
running  back  needs  no  introduc- 
tion. With  every  other  play,  the 


name  Templar  Iga  booms  over 
the  loudspeaker,  leaving  no  doubt 
that  on  the  field,  number  28  is  the 
player  to  watch. 

Born  in  Kampala,  Uganda,  Iga 
moved  to  Toronto  as  a  young 
teenager,  and  it  was  only  then  that 
he  picked  up  football.  "I  was  really 
good  at  soccer,  and  there  was  no 
challenge,"  he  explains,  "so  1  de- 
cided 1  was  going  to  play  another 
sport."  It  just  so  happens  he  turned 
out  to  be  a  natural  running  back. 

As  far  as  Templar's  concerned, 
however,  luck  has  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  "1  think  football  players 
are  the  best  athletes  in  the  worid." 
he  argues,  "they're  fast,  they're 
strong. .  .and  football's  never  their 
first  sport." 

Scouted  in  grade  nine  by  former 
Blues  head  coach  Bob  Laycoe,  Tem- 
plar was  encouraged  to  work  hard 
at  school  to  meet  U  of  T's  rigorous 
academic  standards.  "[Laycoe] 
always  stressed  school.  He  knew 
how  hard  it  was  to  get  into  U  of  T," 
explains  Iga.  Now  that  he's  here, 
Templar  considers  himself  lucky, 
despite  the  trials  of  playing  for  a 
losing  team. 

He's  attending  what  he  calls  "a 
great  school,"  and  he  even  has  a 
tentative  solution  to  student  apathy. 
Iga  believes  that  the  lack  of  student 
interest  and  involvement  with  Blues 
football  is  a  two-way  street.  "We 
need  to  give  [the  student  body] 
more  participation.  We  should  be 
able  to  go  help  out  at  intramurals. 
If  we  give  them  something  more, 
they'll  give  us  something  back." 
Now  only  in  his  third  year  on  the 
football  team,  Iga's  already  making 
plans  for  the  future.  After  gradua- 
tion, he  hopes  to  head  for  France 
and  play  for  NFL  Europe. 

The  Varsity  Blues  homecoming 
game  is  coming  up,  Oct.  4  against 
Windsor  Kickoff  is  at  2pm,  Varsity 
Field, 

Continued  on  next  page 
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5.  Jake  Pettier 

Team:  Men's  Water  polo 
Position:  Utility 
Field  of  study:  Economics 
Year  on  team:  First 


The  U  of  T  men's  water  polo 
team  went  undefeated  last  year 
to  win  the  OUA  Championships. 
But  this  year,  with  several 
veterans  graduating  or  bowing 
out  of  competition,  coach  Som 
Seif  is  looking  to  build  a  solid 
foundation  for  his  young  team 
with  the  talented  rookies  that 
are  walking  through  his  door 

Jake  Pottier,  from  Kitchener, 
Ont.,  and  a  former  member 
of  Canada's  youth  national 
team,  is  one  of  these  prodigal 
newcomers — whether  he  knows 
it  or  not.  "[Seif]  took  me  aside 
and  was  talking  about  helping 
to  be  a  leader  on  the  team... 
which  is  kind  of  weird  cause  I'm 
a  rookie,"  recalls  Pottier 

While  Jake  is  hoping  that  his 
team  can  maintain  last  year's 
perfect  record,  he  didn't  choose 
the  U  of  T  Varsity  program  for 
the  glory.  "It  seemed  like  a  nice 
bunch  of  guys,"  he  answers 
when  asked  why  U  of  T — "and 
it's  the  closest  one  to  my 
home." 

The  men's  water  polo  team 
played  an  exhibition  tour- 
nament in  Rochester  this 
weekend.  Their  season  begins 
in  early  October,  and  their  first 
home  game  is  set  for  Oct.  29  vs. 
McMaster. 


6.  Dominic  Roppa 

Team:  Baseball 
Position:  Catcher 
Field  of  study:  Dentistry 
Year  on  team:  First 


A  Chicago  native,  Dominic  Rop- 
pa's  catching  abilities  landed 
him  a  full  athletic  scholarship 
out  of  high  school  to  attend 


Northern  Illinois  University.  In 
1998,  at  the  close  of  his  NCAA 
career,  Roppa  was  drafted  by 
the  St.  Louis  Cardinals  in  the 
42nd  round.  But  after  only  12 
games  with  the  major  league 
club,  Dominic  threw  out  his 
shoulder,  needed  reconstruc- 
tive surgery,  and  was  released. 

He  left  the  world  of  profes- 
sional athletics  to  pursue  a 
postgraduate  degree,  and 
wound  up  in  Toronto  at  U  of  T's 
school  of  dentistry.  Only  now, 
in  his  fourth  and  final  year  at 
U  of  T,  has  Roppa  learned  that 
the  school  has  a  Varsity  base- 
ball team.  Five  years  off  the 
diamond,  and  Dominic  Roppa  is 
now  back  behind  the  plate,  this 
time  for  the  Varsity  Blues. 

While  coming  back  after  a 
prolonged  hiatus  has  helped 
Roppa  "heal  old  wounds,"  this 
seasoned  player  is  also  bring- 
ing a  wealth  of  experience  and 
knowledge  to  the  table.  "I  have 
a  lot  to  offer  these  young  kids," 
he  admits,  "people  who  know 
the  game  of  baseball  are  the 
ones  you  should  be  learning 
from." 

Talent-wise,  this  NCAA- 
groomed  player  doesn't  see 
much  difference  between  here, 
and  the  U.S.  "We  have  a  lot  of 
good  talent. ..and  a  lot  of  our 
success  comes  from  team  suc- 
cess. There's  nine  people  on  the 
field,  not  one,"  he  explains. 

It's  fan  turnout  that  is  the 
marked  difference,  as  far  as 
Roppa's  concerned.  "U  of  T 
doesn't  advertise  its  athletics," 
he  explains  "here,  it's  almost 
considered  a  club,  an  extracur- 
ricular activity." 

So  far  this  season,  the  Blues 
are  going  6-6  but,  says  Dominic, 
"there  isn't  a  game  we  should've 
lost  yet." 

The  baseball  team  squares 
off  against  York  at  7pm  tomor- 
row night  in  Christie  Pits. 


7.  Jenny  McRae,  Bree 
Kruklls,  Safiya  Muharuma 

Team:  Women's  Ice  Hockey 
Position:  Left  wing.  Centre, 
Defence 

Field  of  study:  Jenny  is  enrolled 

in  the  Faculty  of  Exercise 

Science,  Bree  is  a  FPEH 

student,  and  Safiya  is  a  French 

specialist 

Year  on  team:  Fifth 


Last  year's  OUA  champions,  and  CIS 
silver  medalists.  Blues  women's  ice 
hockey  have  been  one  of  the  best 
teams  in  the  country  for  years  now. 
They're  so  darned  talented,  in  fact, 
that  coach  Karen  Hughes  couldn't 
pick  just  one  player  to  represent  her 
team.  Ironically,  out  of  the  three, 
only  Jenny  McRae,  an  OUA  first 
team  all-star  and  the  leading  scorer 
on  last  year's  team,  was  recruited  to 
play  for  the  Varsity  Blues.  Safiya  Mu- 
haruma, a  member  of  the  under  22 
national  team  in  2001/2002,  remem- 
bers that  she  "knew  nothing  about 
the  program  at  all,"  before  attending 
U  of  T.  Centre  Bree  Kruklis  was  on 
her  way  to  McGill,  before  she  sent  U 
of  T  an  April  application. 

Luckily,  the  reputation  of  the 
hockey  program  speaks  for  itself. 
"They  had  the  top  coach  in  Canada 
at  U  of  T,  and  it's  one  of  the  best 
schools  academically,"  says  Kruklis, 
listing  her  reasons  for  turning  down 
a  full  scholarship  to  St.  Lawrence 
University  in  the  States.  "It's  better 
to  come  to  a  place  and  get  a  good 
education,"  she  explains. 

And  why  not  be  part  of  a  win- 
ning team  while  you're  at  it?  Since 
McRae,  Muharuma,  and  Kruklis 
have  been  on  the  team,  the  Blues 
have  witnessed  incredible  success. 
In  2000/2001,  the  women  went 
undefeated  the  entire  season, 
placing  number  one  in  the  country 
with  a  record  of  35-0.  The  past 
two  years  have  seen  the  team 
place  third  (2001/2002),  and  then 
second  (2002/2003)  in  the  national 
championships. 
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With  the  coaching,  playing,  and 
program  in  place,  the  only  missing 
piece  is  support.  "We  don't  get 
many  fans."  admits  McRae,  "there's 
not  very  good  student  support." 
Kruklis  agrees:  "we're  not  the  hot 
ticket  in  town. ..but  I  think  [stu- 
dents] would  be  surprised  at  the 
skill  and  talent  level,  if  [they]  came 
to  some  games." 

The  Blues  first  season  home 
game  is  scheduled  for  Nov.  7.  They 
will  be  facing  off  against  Waterloo  at 
4pm  in  Varsity  Arena. 


8.  Philippa  Kedgley 

Team:  Field  Hockey 
Position:  Forward,  Midfield 
Field  of  Study:  Physical 
education  and  health 
Year  on  team:  Fifth 


Philippa  Kedgley  knows  field  hock- 
ey. Playing  since  the  age  of  eight, 
and  a  native  of  balmy  Vancouver, 
Kedgley  has  seen  her  fair  share 
of  fields  and  arenas.  But  this  two- 
time  OUA  field  hockey  all-star 
only  shrugs  when  she  explains 
that  "there  are  no  facilities  in 
Toronto  that  are  playable... facili- 
ties on  campus  would  be  a  huge 
benefit." 

U  of  T's  field  hockey  team,  who 
last  year  came  second  in  the  OUA 
and  fourth  in  the  country,  and 
which  is  "always  nationally  com- 
petitive," trucks  out  to  Oakville 
for  every  home  game — something 
Kedgley  and  her  teammates  have 
grown  accustomed  to.  A  switch 
to  playing  on  field  turf  has  made 
both  Varsity  Field  and  Lamport 
Stadium,  the  team's  old  playing 
arena,  unusable  for  this  season. 

But  the  additional  distance  to 
the  games,  and  the  fact  that  "aca- 
demics is  a  draw  for  the  university 
as  a  whole,"  has  put  a  hurt  on  fan 
attendance.  "It's  very  rare  that 
we  get  any  supporters."  explains 
Kedgley.  who  was  a  CIS  first  team 
all-star  last  year  and  plays  for 


both  the  senior  Ontario  field 
hockey  team,  and  the  national 
team's  developmental  squad. 

Philippa  and  the  rest  of  the  Blues 
are  undefeated  so  far  this  year, 
and  for  Kedgley,  who  is  in  her 
fifth  and  final  year  on  the  team,  a 
future  in  field  hockey  may  yet  be 
in  the  cards.  "I  want  to  keep  play- 
ing, it  just  depends  on  where  I'm 
going  to  be." 


9.  Antonia  Gawel 

Team:  Mountain  Bike 
Position:  Captain,  Coach 
Field  of  Study:  Economics 
Year  on  team:  Fourth 


"We've  had  to  start  turning 
people  away,"  explains  Antonia 
Gawel  of  U  of  T's  mountain 
biking  team,  "it's  an  Olympic 
sport  now  which  gives  it  more 
exposure."  This  year,  more  than 
100  students  showed  up  to  the 
team's  first  meeting — but  the 
squad  usually  consists  of  around 
40  riders. 

Thankfully  Gawel,  who  is  a 
member,  captain,  and  coach 
of  the  team,  is  no  newcomer  to 
mountain  biking.  Although  she 
only  started  to  get  involved  with 
racing  when  she  first  arrived  at 
U  of  T,  the  lithe,  petite  Gawel  has 
excelled  at  both  downhill  and 
cross  country  versions  of  the 
sport.  This  year,  Antonia  won  the 
gold  at  the  Canadian  National 
Mountain  Bike  Championships 
held  out  in  Whistler,  BC,  placing 
first  in  the  women's  category 
19+  for  downhill  racing.  She 
also  racked  up  three  third  place 
finishes  in  the  Ontario  Cup  this 
year,  again  for  downhill. 

Although  Gawel  stresses  that 
"people  don't  necessarily  realize 
what  it  takes"  to  be  a  mountain 
biker,  we  can  rest  assured  that 
the  Blues  team  grasps  the  mean- 
ing of  competition.  For  four  of 
the  past  five  seasons,  the  Varsity 


squad  has  won  the  overall  pro- 
vincial championship,  taking 
home  the  gold  each  time. 

"People  see  [mountain  biking]  as 
recreational,"  explains  Gawel,  but 
"it's  one  of  those  things  that  takes 
coming  out  and  seeing  to  know 
what  it's  all  about." 

The  next  race  for  the  mountain 
biking  team  is  this  Sunday,  Sept. 
28  in  Hardwood  Hills.  Barrie,  Ont. 


10.  Vanessa  Nobrega 

Team:  Women's  Basketball 
Position:  Point  guard,  shoot- 
ing guard 

Field  of  study:  Commerce 
Year  on  team:  Fourth 


Toronto  native  Vanessa  Nobrega 
knows  that  in  choosing  to  attend  U 
of  T,  she  was  looking  to  get  the  best 
of  both  worlds.  "Michele  Belanger 
is  very  well  known,"  says  the  point 
guard  of  the  women's  basketball 
coach  and  five-time  OUA  coach  of 
the  year,  "and  academically  [U  of 
T]  's  a  very  good  school." 

The  past  four  years  have  proven 
Nobrega  right,  her  reasoning  solid. 
A  leader  of  the  basketball  team, 
Nobrega  has  helped  it  flourish  dur- 
ing her  playing  career,  and  in  2002 
the  women  walked  away  with  the 
provincial  championship.  Simulta- 
neously, Vanessa  has  a  commerce 
degree  in  the  works. 

While  she  can't  complain  about 
the  "close-knit"  athletic  community 
at  the  school,  Nobrega  feels  "there 
should  be  more  support  [for  athlet- 
ics] at  such  a  big  university."  In  her 
opinion,  it's  "more  marketing  and 
advertisement"  that's  needed  to 
boost  involvement  and  awareness 
amongst  the  teeming  student  body. 

This  season,  the  women's  team 
has  built  a  "deep  and  mature 
recruiting  class,"  and  as  far  as 
Nobrega's  concerned,  they're  dead 
set  on  heading  to  the  national 
championship.  "I  think  we've  got 
the  coaching  staff  and  potential  to 
do  it  this  year." 


First  home  game  is  Friday,  Nov. 
14  vs.  Laurier.  Tip-off  at  6pm,  in 
the  AC. 


11.  Robert  Rupf 

Team:  Men's  Soccer 
Position:  Defender,  Captain 
Field  of  study:  Engineering 
Year  on  team:  Fifth 


Soccer  coach  Jim  Lefkos  de- 
scribes men's  team  captain  Rob- 
ert Rupf  as  "the  backbone  of  our 
team  for  the  past  two  years," 
recalling  that  "in  five  years,  I 
don't  remember  him  missing  a 
practice."  Surprising  dedica- 
tion from  a  player  who  admits 
that  before  coming  to  U  of  T, 
he  didn't  know  too  much  about 
the  Varsity  soccer  team.  "I'd 
read  in  the  paper  that  they  were 
competitive,"  he  said,  admitting 
that  his  choice  in  university  was 
"primarily  educational. ..I  wasn't 
recruited.  I  was  a  walk-on  to  the 
team." 

But  the  soft-spoken  Rupf, 
who  doubles  as  an  engineering 
student,  has  proven  to  be  one 
of  the  Blues'  biggest  assets. 
Playing  the  backfield,  he  helped 
lead  the  team  to  a  provincial 
title  in  2002,  securing  himself 
a  position  as  an  OUA  all-star 
along  the  way.  In  addition,  Rupf 
almost  made  the  men's  national 
soccer  team  two  years  ago.  He 
was  one  of  the  last  cut  from  the 
final  roster. 

Despite  the  Varsity  team's 
success,  Rupf  acknowledges 
that  "we  don't  get  many  people 
out  to  our  games."  Seeing  as 
"soccer  is  a  low-profile  sport 
here. ..we've  sort  of  learned 
to  deal  with  the  situation,"  he 
explains. 

So  far  this  season  the  soccer 
team  is  undefeated.  The  next 
men's  home  game  is  Saturday, 
Sept.  27  vs.  Waterloo  on  Varsity 
Field  at  3pm. 
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SARS  symposium  examines  outbreak 


IAN  HA 

Lfii-Yi  Kang,  chief  Doctor  for  the  Shanghai  Municipal  Center  for  Disease  Control  Prevention, 
answering  questions  from  Chinese  media  at  the  SARS  symposium. 


by  IAN  HA 
VARSITY  STAFF 


In  an  effort  to  understand  ttie  SARS 
outbreak,  public  healtfi  experts 
joined  U  of  T  researchers  and 
Chinese  health  officials  in  a  SARS 
symposium,  hosted  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Health  Sciences 
and  Centre  for  International  Health 
(CIH)  at  Mount  Sinai  Hospital  last 
Wednesday. 

What  emerged  from  the  daylong 
symposium  was  a  picture — often 
scathingly  portrayed — of  a  woefully 
under-funded  public  health  system 
with  insufficient  communication 
networks  at  public,  government  and 
health  organization  levels. 

"We  muddled  up  how  we  com- 
municated," said  Harvey  Skinner, 
Professor  and  Chair,  Department  of 
Public  Health  Sciences. 

The  symposium  opened  with  a 
highly  critical  talk  by  Richard  Scha- 
bas,  Chief  of  Staff,  York  Central  Hos- 
pital. Schabas  complained  that  early 
fears  of  an  epidemic  were  inflated, 
leading  to  a  misinformed  public. 

"This  was  a  hospital-based  out- 


by  JOANNE  TANG 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Users  of  UTORmail  will  soon  have  a 
better  way  of  blocking  spam,  or  un- 
solicited email,  from  coming  into  their 
mailboxes.  This  follows  the  approval 
of  a  $100,000  budget  for  anti-spam 
software  last  June. 

Users  currently  have  the  option  to 
filter  out  unsolicited  mail  by  using 
the  blacklist  function.  But  this  is  not 
very  effective  as  It  only  blocks  the  in- 
dividual addresses  you've  blacklisted. 
Spammers  change  their  addresses  all 
the  time. 

According  to  Alex  Nishri,  network 
services  supervisor  with  Computing  & 
Network  Services,  users  of  the  current 
UTORmail  package  do  not  have  a  lot 
of  protection  against  spam.  The  new 
anti-spam  software  will  have  the  abil- 


break,"  asserted  Schabas. 

Miscomunication  was  a  prevalent 
theme  in  the  21  talks  given  that  day. 
University  Health  Network  President 
Tom  Closson  said  communication 
was  "confusing"  during  SARS.  Vivek 
Goel,  U  of  T's  Deputy-Provost,  noted 
that  the  Ontario  Ministry  of  Health 
website  was  disorganized  and  lacked 
clear  links  to  information. 

Insufficient  communication  about 
protocol  concerning  those  in  quar- 
antine between  Toronto  Public 
Health  (TPH)  and  the  Faculty  of 
Nursing,  said  Betty  Burcher,  a  lec- 
turer in  the  Faculty  hampered  diag- 
nosis. "We  didn't  have  the  resources 
and  the  capacity  to  [communicate 
properly],"  she  said. 

Compounding  the  stress  were 
government  structures  incapable  of 
dealing  with  such  outbreaks,  noted 
panelists.  Currently,  health  policy  is 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  provinces  but 
is  run  by  municipalities;  hospitals, 
however,  continue  to  operate  as 
separate  entities.  Closson  predicts 
a  weak  public  health  system  until 
hospitals  and  municipal  regulations 
are  combined,  and  John  Frank  of  the 


ity  to  look  through  individual  messag- 
es, identify  spam  from  other  mail,  and 
put  it  into  a  separate  folder.  Messages 
in  this  folder  will  be  automatically  de- 
leted after  a  period  of  time.  However, 
users  may  choose  not  to  put  spam  into 


Department  of  Public  Health  called 
for  tighter  federal  control. 

"We  need  national  standards 
around  public  health,"  echoed  Raisa 
Deber,  Professor  of  Health  Policy 
Management  and  Evaluation,  Faculty 
of  Medicine.  She  cited  the  Walkerton 
tragedy  as  an  unfortunate  example 
of  shirked  provincial  responsibility. 

In  contrast,  talks  given  by  Chinese 
health  officials — invited  to  offer  an 
international  perspective — revealed 
top-level  government  involvement. 
One  talk,  looking  at  the  Shanghai  re- 
gion, illustrated  a  rapid  deployment 
of  quarantine  measures  and  broad 
municipal  data  collection.  Only  eight 
probable  SARS  cases  were  reported 
in  Shanghai,  said  Lai-Yi  Kang,  Pro- 
fessor and  Chief  Doctor,  Shanghai 
Municipal  Center  for  Disease  Control 
&  Prevention. 

Chinese  officials,  however,  were 
mute  in  criticizing  their  own  govern- 
ment while  their  Canadian  counter- 
parts were  not  afraid  to  speak  out 
about  theirs.  One  Chinese  official 
became  defensive,  even  combative, 
when  asked  by  a  reporter  to  offer  his 
thoughts  about  the  Chinese  govern- 


a  separate  folder  so  that  they  can  still 
look  through  their  entire  inbox. 

"It's  not  a  perfect  science,"  said 
Nishri  about  anti-spam  software  in 
general. 

Spammers  are  very  crafty.  Some 


ment's  handling  of  SARS. 

If  national  standards  are  needed 
here,  hurdles  remain.  Ontario  leg- 
islation is  sorely  outdated,  noted 
Frank,  and  data  on  the  costs  and 
functioning  of  the  public  health 
system  are  not  known.  "SARS  was 
just  a  wake-up  call"  to  a  bad  system, 
he  said. 

"It's  highlighted  how  stretched 
our  system  is,"  said  Professor  Karen 
Spalding,  Faculty  of  Nursing. 

Outdated  information  technol- 
ogy systems  also  caused  headaches. 
Barbara  Yaffe,  Director  of  Commu- 
nicable Disease  Control,  TPH,  said 
the  1980  Provincial  database  for 
infectious  diseases  was  ill-suited 
for  SARS.  As  a  result,  Public  Health 
was  forced  to  manage  patient  infor- 
mation with  an  archaic  system  of 
colour-coded  Post-It  notes. 

Closson,  citing  information  tech- 
nology as  "a  huge  issue,"  called  for 
a  standard  email  registration  across 
the  health  care  system.  Goel  added: 
"We  have  to  start  thinking  of  the  In- 
ternet as  an  essential  public  health 
tool  to  deal  with  these  problems" 

But  while  data  is  important,  said 
Yaffe,  the  real  problem  was  volume. 
"It  was  a  surge-capacity  issue,"  she 
said. 

The  city  was  forced  to  handle 
300,000  phone  calls  between  March 
15-June  24,  and  as  many  as  47,567  in 
one  day,  with  a  total  staff  of  400  per 
shift  for  all  of  TPH. 

The  pertinent  question  behind 
the  symposium  is  whether  SARS  will 
lead  to  a  fundamental  change  in  pub- 
lic health  care.  "This  will  be,  for  me, 
hopefully  the  real  legacy  of  SARS," 
said  Skinner. 

Closson  cautioned  that  whatever 
measures  are  taken,  the  system  must 
account  for  a  variety  of  diseases,  not 
just  SARS.  "It's  really  important  to 
prepare  ourselves  for  any  pathogen 
to  enter  our  communities,"  he  said. 

But  there  is  no  doubt  that  change 
will  require  substantial  financing. 
A  national  report  on  the  lessons  of 
SARS,  lead  by  David  Naylor,  Dean  of 
the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  is  asking  for 
$2  billion  for  public  health,  said  Paul 
Gully  of  Health  Canada.  "We  are  go- 
ing to  wait  for  the  Naylor  Report  and 
respond  accordingly." 

The  Naylor  Report  is  expected  to 
come  out  some  time  this  week. 


programs  that  track  spam  look  for 
certain  commonly  used  words,  like 
mortgage  or  Viagra.  But  spammers 
often  disguise  these  words.  If  they 
misspell  Viagra,  for  example,  it  may 
escape  the  radars  of  some  anti-spam 
software,  explains  Nishri.  Spammers 
have  lots  of  time  to  come  up  with  new 
techniques. 

It  is  next  to  impossible  to  trace  the 
sources  of  spam.  "Spam  is  a  moving 
target,"  says  Norman  Housley,  man- 
ager of  network  design  and  imple- 
mentation services  at  U  of  T.  "By  the 
time  you  trace  the  [sources] ,  they  may 
have  moved  the  origin."  Or,  as  Nishri 
adds,  a  spammer  may  be  located  in 
the  U.S.,  but  the  messages  they  send 
appear  to  come  from  Asia. 

U  of  T  has  had  a  similar  problem. 

See.S/^.  1  )/on  next  page 
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Cow  Sized 
Guinea  Pig  Found 

AgroupofVenezuelanpaleontologists 
have  found  the  skeleton  of  a  guinea 
pig  the  size  of  a  cow.  Weighing  in 
at  over  700  kilograms,  the  animal 
was  three  meters  long  and  a  meter 
and  a  half  tall,  with  teeth  that  grew 
continuously.  It  likely  fed  on  sea 
grass  and  lived  a  semi-aquatic 
lifestyle  eight  million  years  ago, 
dodging  other  big  animals  like 
crocodiles,  marsupial  cats  eind 
flightless  carnivorous  birds.  An 
evolutionary  cousin  of  today's  pet 
guinea  pig,  its  complete  skeletal 
remains  were  discovered  when 
a  student  in  the  research  group 
stumbled  upon  a  bone  sticking 
out  of  the  sand.  The  huge  animal 
most  likely  went  extinct  because 
they  would  serve  as  easy  prey  for 
predators,  unlike  quick  and  agile 
hoofed  herbivores  like  deer.  Small 
rodents,  like  our  modern  varieties, 
can  escape  much  easier. 
Source:  Nature 
-JOANNE  TANG 


Galileo  Collides 
With  Jupiter 

The  famous  space  probe  Galileo 
plunged  into  Jupiter  this  Sunday, 
ending  its  14-year  career.  The  probe 
spent  the  last  eight  years  orbiting 
the  gas  giant  and  its  61  moons, 
sending  back  reams  of  information — 
researchers  have  only  examined 
about  one  per  cent  of  the  data  so 
far.  As  it  plunges  into  the  planet 
at  a  speed  of  173,000  kilometers 
an  hour,  Galileo  will  transmit 
information  back  to  NASA  about 
Jupiter's  inner  magnetic  field,  which 
will  help  researchers  determine  the 
size  of  the  planet's  solid  metallic 
core.  Astrophysicists  orchestrated 
Galileo's  demise  so  as  to  ensure  that 
it  did  not  collide  with  any  of  Jupiter's 
moons,  particularly  Europa,  which 
may  harbour  life.  Were  Galileo  to 
come  into  contact  with  any  of  these 
moons,  it  might  contaminate  them 
with  microbes  from  Earth,  thwarting 
future  expeditions  in  search  for  life. 
Source:  Nature 
-ZOE  CORMIER 


Spam,  spam,  spam,  spam!  U  of  T  implements  anti-spam  software 
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Ask 
(  Dr.  Science 


Dr.  Science:  What 
causes  a  twitch? 

A:  Involuntary  muscle  twitching, 
also  known  as  muscle  fasciculation, 
involves  small  contractions  of  a  sin- 
gle muscle  group  that  is  controlled 
by  a  single  nerve. 

There  are  three  main  types  of  mus- 
cles in  your  body:  cardiac  muscle  in 
the  heart,  smooth  muscle  that  lines 
the  hollow  organs  and  blood  vessels 
of  the  body,  and  skeletal  muscle  that 
is  attached  to  the  skeleton.  Typically 
only  skeletal  muscle  is  under  vol- 
untary control.  These  muscles  are 
made  up  of  many  cylindrical  muscle 
fibres,  running  along  the  length  of 
the  muscle,  which  exert  force  by 
contracting. 

The  contraction  of  a  muscle  is 
initiated  by  electrical  signals  sent 
from  the  brain  via  conductive  cells 
called  motor  neurons.  Signals  are 
sent  along  neurons,  also  called  nerve 
cells,  by  the  flow  of  charged  ions, 
particularly  potassium  and  sodium. 
The  signals  stimulate  calcium  ions 


to  be  released  from  inside  the  muscle 
cells,  which  then  trigger  an  interac- 
tion two  proteins  found  in  the  muscle 
cell,  called  myosin  and  actin.  These 
proteins  change  shape,  pulling  and 
sliding  past  each  other  in  small  incre- 
ments in  a  ratchet-like  motion  that 
shortens  the  entire  muscle. 

Basically,  any  imbalance  or  abnor- 
mal activity  at  any  stage  of  this  pro- 
cess can  cause  spontaneous  muscle 
contraction.  Being  stressed  out, 
tired,  anxious,  or  not  eating  prop- 
erly can  lead  to  irregular  activity  in 
the  brain  and  nervous  system  and 
trigger  twitching.  A  dietary  imbal- 
ance may  lead  to  abnormal  levels  of 
potassium,  sodium,  or  calcium — all 
essential  in  nerve  and  muscle  activ- 
ity— and  cause  twitching. 

Certain  diseases  can  also  cause 
twitching,  particularly  if  there  is 
damage  to  the  nervous  system.  Spi- 
nal muscular  atrophy,  Lou  Gehrig's 
Disease,  muscular  dystrophy,  and 
myopathy  are  a  few  such  examples. 
Drug  overdose  and  drug  side  effects 
are  also  known  to  cause  twitching. 
-QINGHUAWANG 


How  does  the 
Nintendo  Duck 
Hunt  work  ? 

A:  The  Nintendo  Zapper  Gun, 
also  remembered  fondly  as  the 
Duck  Hunt  gun,  isn't  really  a  gun, 
it's  a  photoelectric  sensor  that 
detects  the  light  given  off  by  the 
TV.  When  you  pull  the  trigger 
on  the  gun,  the  Nintendo  system 
tells  the  TV  to  momentarily  re- 
place the  ducks  with  white  rect- 
angles. If  you  go  back  and  play 
the  game  again,  you'll  notice  that 
the  screen  flashes  momentarily 
when  you  pull  the  trigger.  If  the 
gun  happened  to  be  pointing  at  a 


duck  at  that  specific  moment,  the 
sensor  in  the  gun  transmits  to  the 
NES  that  it  had  a  white  rectangle 
in  its  field  of  view,  which  the 
game  registers  as  a  hit.  In  the  old- 
est models  of  the  gun,  you  could 
simply  point  the  gun  at  a  light 
bulb  and  make  a  direct  hit  every 
time.  Later  versions  of  the  gun 
corrected  the  problem  by  hav- 
ing the  screen  flash  completely 
black,  then  with  white  triangles, 
then  black  again.  The  gun  was 
programmed  to  recognize  "black, 
white,  black"  as  a  direct  hit.  This 
system  used  by  the  Zapper,  which 
is  known  as  a  light  gun,  was  also 
used  in  arcade  games. 
-ZOE  CORMIER, 
with  files  from  SAROSH  JAMAL 


Truth  is  Stranger  Than  Fiction 


The  African  elephant  has  active  muscular  control 
over  its  penis — which  can  be  as  long  as  six  feet 
(erect)  in  some  individuals.  In  other  words,  the 
male  can  consciously  move  his  penis  from  left  to 


right,  up  and  down,  keeping  it  straight  or  bending 
it  in  various  directions,  as  he  maneuvers  it  into 
the  female  he  is  mounting.  No  other  mammal  has 
this  ability. 
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There  have  been  incidents  where 
spammers  sent  out  junk  mail  to  people 
both  within  and  outside  the  campus 
community,  but  made  it  look  like  the 
mail  came  from  U  of  T. 

"We  designed  the  post  office  to 
handle  so  many  messages  per  hour, 
then  all  of  a  sudden  we  found  our- 
selves getting  three  times  as  much," 
says  Nishri.  The  huge  volume  of  spam 
overwhelmed  the  post  office.  The  sys- 
tem experienced  a  serious  backlog, 
resulting  in  mail  delivery  that  was 
many  hours  late. 

The  software  that  will  soon  be 
implemented  will  constantly  come 
up  with  new  ways  to  identify  spam 
by  means  of  updates,  in  the  same 
way  that  anti-virus  software  relies  on 
updates  to  track  new  viruses.  Housley 
and  Nishri  speculate  that  anti-spam 
functions  will  be  available  to  UTOR- 
mail  users  by  December. 

Nishri  stresses  that  this  software 
will  only  block  spam,  it  will  not  block 
viruses.  Spam  often  comes  with  at- 
tachments, and  the  safe  thing  to  do 
is  to  delete  the  mail  right  away,  as  the 
attachments  are  often  viruses. 


Have  a  story 
idea?  Want  to 
write  for  science? 

e-mail 
science  @thevarsity.ca 
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Tues  Sept  23  to  Fri  Sept  26,  at  5PM 


Notice  of  Referenduiii  •  Tiie  Following  Referendum  will  he  held  during  the 
Students*  Administrative  Council  Fall  By-Elections  on  Octoher  8-10, : 


Mon  Sept  29.  to  Tues  Sept  30,  at  5PM  The  women's  Centre  is  committed  to  providing  a  safe,  harassment-free,  drop-in  space  for  all  women  on 

campus.  The  Centre  provides  free  counselling,  referrals  and  resources  to  all  women  and  advocates  on  issues 
of  sexism,  radsm,  homophobia,  disability,  violence  and  poverty.  At  present,  all  full-time  undergraduates 
are  charged  $0.50  per  session  ($1.00  per  fall/winter  academic  period)  for  the  Women's  Centre  as  part  of 
the  fee  charged  for  the  Students'  Administrative  Council  (SAC).  The  Women's  Centre  levy  is  refundable 
upon  request  during  SAC's  opt-out  period. 


Tues  Sept  30,  at  7PM 
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Frid  OctIO,  at  5PM 

Announcement  of  Results: 
Friday OctoberlO,  atlPM 


The  Women's  Centre  is  seeking  consent  from  full-time  undergraduates  for  an  increase  to  the  Women's 
Centre  levy  to  meet  an  increased  demand  for  services.  The  proposed  increase  is  $1.00  per  session  ($2.00 
per  fall/winter  academic  period). 

If  the  increase  is  approved,  the  Women's  Centre  levy  would  be  $1.50  per  session  ($3.00  per  fall/winter 
academic  period)  and  would  be  charged  as  part  of  the  SAC  fee  to  all  full-time  undergraduate  students 
beginning  in  the  Fall  2004  session.  This  fee  would  continue  to  be  refundable  at  the  beginning  of  each  session. 
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Science 


Potential  new  life  is  a  gas 


Tuesday,  September  23, 2003  15 


by  ZOE  CORMIER 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Physicists  have  created  spheres  of 
gas  that  almost  qualify  as  life.  On 
the  scale  of  weirdness,  genetically 
modified  organisms  and  artificial 
intelligence  pale  in  comparison. 

The  scientists,  led  by  Dr.  Mircea 
Sanduloviciu  of  Cuza  University  in 
Romania,  created  a  low  temperature 
plasma  of  argon  gas — a  mixture  in 
which  some  of  the  argon  atoms  have 
split  into  positively  charged  ions  and 
negatively  charged  electrons.  They 
then  inserted  electrodes  into  the 
gas  and  sparked  the  chamber  with 
electricity.  Spheres  of  gas  formed 
spontaneously,  with  a  layer  of  posi- 
tively charged  ions  on  the  inside  and 
negatively  charged  electrons  on  the 
outside.  The  spheres  were  filled 
with  normal  argon  gas  atoms.  The 
researchers  were  able  to  create 
bubbles  as  small  as  only  a  few  mi- 
crometers in  diameter,  to  as  large  as 
a  few  centimeters  in  diameter. 

These  spheres  were  capable  of 
more  than  just  floating  around  their 
chamber,  however.  The  scientists 
say  that  they  can  split  in  two,  like  a 
bacterium  divides  into  two  daughter 
cells.  They  apparently  are  also  ca- 
pable of  growing — under  the  right 
conditions  they  can  turn  normal 
argon  atoms  into  plasma,  which  is 
then  used  to  expand  the  boundary 
of  the  sphere.  Even  more  remark- 
able, the  spheres  are  purportedly 
able  to  communicate.  By  emitting 
electromagnetic  energy,  the  spheres 
could  make  the  atoms  inside  of  other 


spheres  vibrate  at  a  specific  frequen- 
cy. The  results  of  this  experiment 
appear  in  the  2003  issue  of  Chaos, 
Solitons.  and  Fractals  (volume  18). 

For  something  to  be  considered 
alive,  it  has  to  meet  five  require- 
ments: it  must  have  a  clearly  marked 
boundary  separating  itself  from  its 
environment,  it  has  to  be  able  to  re- 
produce, grow,  communicate  infor- 
mation, and  it  has  to  have  some  kind 
of  inherited  genetic  information,  like 
DNA,  that  it  can  pass  on  to  offspring. 

These  spheres  meet  only  the  first 
four  criteria,  so  they  aren't  alive  in 
the  traditional  sense.  This  doesn't 
mean  however  that  they  don't  con- 
stitute some  form  of  life,  in  an  ex- 
panded sense.  Viruses  for  example 
aren't  technically  alive,  as  they  can 
only  reproduce  when  they  have  a 
host  cell  to  use,  but  they  meet  all  the 
other  criteria  for  life,  including  hav- 
ing their  own  genetic  material. 

More  importantly  however,  these 
spheres  may  help  to  expand  our  un- 
derstanding of  the  origins  of  life. 

It  is  thought  that  life  began  about 
3.7  billion  years  ago,  when  the 
Earth's  atmosphere  was  rife  with  the 
gases  methane,  ammonia,  and  car- 
bon dioxide.  Electrical  storms  were 
frequent  at  this  time,  and  electrical 
energy  may  have  sparked  the  forma- 
tion of  the  first  biological  molecules 
in  pools  of  water  (i.e.  complex  mol- 
ecules that  are  created  and  used 
by  living  organisms,  like  sugars,  or 
nucleotides,  the  building  blocks  of 
DNA).  In  a  now  famous  experiment 
conduced  in  the  1950s,  Stanley  Mill- 
er shot  an  electric  current  through 


a  mixture  of  water,  ammonia  and 
methane.  He  was  able  to  create 
several  different  kinds  of  complex 
organic  molecules,  including  amino 
acids,  which  are  the  building  blocks 
of  proteins. 

Biomolecules  aren't  only  found 
on  Earth  however.  Sugar  and  alco- 
hol have  been  found  in  deep  space. 
An  amino  acid  was  also  detected 
in  a  cloud  of  gas  and  dust  in  deep 
space  last  year  by  scientists  at  the 
National  Taiwan  Normal  University. 
German  scientists  found  earlier  last 
year  that  amino  acids  can  be  gener- 
ated in  deep  space  simulators,  by 
irradiating  a  mixture  of  gases  and 
ice  with  UV  light.  NASA  scientists 
were  also  able  to  create  bits  of  mate- 
rial similar  to  cell  membranes  using 
deep  space  simulators. 

Scientists  have  been  finding  ami- 
no acids  in  meteorites  for  decades. 
They  have  found  over  70  different 
amino  acids  on  meteorites.  Only 
about  20  amino  acids  are  used  by 
living  organisms  on  earth. 

Europa,  one  of  Jupiter's  moons,  is 
covered  with  ice,  underneath  which 
is  believed  to  lie  an  ocean  of  liquid 
water.  The  Galileo  space  probe 
(which  ended  it's  14-year  career 
this  Sunday,  see  brief)  has  detected 
yellow-brown  stains  on  the  surface 
of  Europa,  possibly  implicating  the 
presence  of  organic  substances. 
Moreover,  scientists  at  NASA  found 
that  simulating  meteor  impacts  on 
Europa  by  shooting  aluminum  bul- 
lets into  blocks  of  ice  could  generate 
electrical  sparks. 

So  the  potential  for  life  to  have 


evolved  elsewhere  in  the  universe 
as  it  has  on  Earth  is  quite  high.  Some 
even  surmise  that  life  on  Earth  was 
spawned  by  asteroids  carrying  bio- 
molecules or  even  bacteria. 

While  the  synthesis  of  biomol- 
ecules can  occur  rather  quickly,  the 
evolution  of  a  living  cell  is  thought 
to  have  taken  millions  of  years 
through  an  incredibly  complex 
process. 

But  these  new  argon  spheres  take 
only  a  few  microseconds  to  form. 
Dr.  Sanduloviciu  and  his  colleagues 
believe  that  they  have  not  simply 
created  some  new  form  of  pseudo- 
life — they  think  they  might  have 
found  the  origin  of  life  on  earth. 
The  early  atmosphere  on  Earth  was 


full  of  ionized  gases  like  the  argon 
gas  used  in  this  experiment,  due  to 
the  prevalence  of  electrical  storms. 
The  Romanian  scientists  postulate 
that  these  spheres  could  have  in 
fact  been  the  starting  point  for  the 
evolution  of  life  on  earth. 

Most  scientists  won't  be  swayed 
to  this  theory  any  time  soon — the 
gas  bubbles  can  only  be  created 
at  temperatures  too  high  for  other 
biomolecules  to  be  synthesized. 
But  these  gas  bubbles,  should  they 
stand  up  to  scientific  peer  review, 
certainly  challenge  the  definition 
of  exactly  what  constitutes  a  liv- 
ing thing,  and  raise  the  number  of 
possibilities  for  how  life  could  have 
emerged  elsewhere  in  the  universe. 
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We  all  do  things  we  regret.  Buying  a  used  car  doesn't  have  to  be  one  of  them.  At  GM 
Optimum,  you  can  count  on  getting  a  quality  pre-ovvned  vehicle  thanks  to  our  1 50-point 
inspection.  You'll  also  enjoy  the  peace  of  mind  that  comes  with  roadside  assistance  and 
rock-solid  manufacturer's  warranties  backed  by  General  Motors. 
There's  even  a  30-day  exchange  privilege.  And  right  now, 
eligible  students  and  recent  grads  can  get  a  $500  bonus 
towards  the  purchase  or  lease  of  any  GM  Optimum  used  vehicle. 
All  in  all,  this  should  be  a  no-brainer  for  a  scholar  like  you. 
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Retro  redux 

Montreal  funsters  Fantasy  went  back  to  the  '80s  last  Thursday  night  at  The  ^60 


by  ANDREW  BRICKER 


Billy  Jaguar  on  the  prowl. 


Every  so  often,  when  the  city  sleeps 
on  a  dreary  Thursday  night,  and  regu- 
lars head  to  their  favourite  watering 
holes  in  anticipation  of  a  long,  cold, 
wet  weekend,  an  event  transpires  that 
may  only  be  described  as  magical. 
Usually,  attendance  is  less  than  ca- 
pacity and  in  dim  lighting  and  muted 
conversation  an  electricity  grows  in 
the  room  between  its  conspirators. 

No  one  knows  exactly  what  is  about 
to  happen;  they  are  nervous,  anxious 
and  excited.  The  room  grows  to  a  stat- 
ic frenzy.  Then  the  DJ,  having  timed 
his  cues  with  the  efficacy  of  an  audito- 
ry Don  Juanson,  fires  up  "We  Got  the 
Beat"  as  a  table  of  thirty-somethings 
attired  completely  in  relics  from  the 
'80s  erupts  in  a  conglomeration  of 
perms  and  leg  warmers. 

In  a  mob-like  frenzy,  others  jump  up 
from  their  tables  and  move  as  a  legion 
of  Molly  Ringwald  doppelgangers. 
Hands  shake  wildly  from  hip  to  head 
and  back  again.  The  room  moves  in 
unison  to  the  beat  of  the  Go-Go's,  and 
one  and  all  are  thrust  back  into  the 
80's — where  they  will  be  firmly  lodged 
for  the  remainder  of  the  night. 

As  the  evening  progresses,  the 
multitude  dances  on,  eagerly  glanc- 
ing towards  the  stage,  waiting  and 
anticipating  Montreal's  (if  not  the 
world's)  greatest  '80s  cover  band  of 
all  time:  Fantasy.  Shortly  after  ten, 
the  band,  mere  footsteps  ahead  of 
Hurricane  Isabel,  mounts  the  stage  in 
an  opulent  show  of  '80s  notoriety.  The 
group  of  seven — the  likes  of  which 


Tom  Thomson  could  never  have 
fathomed — looks  less  like  a  band 
and  more  like  a  traveling  museum: 
an  oversexed  ski  bunny,  a  decadent 
crushed  velvet  Norwegian  metal  god, 
an  agit-pop  Devo  enthusiast,  a  Talking 
Heads-meets-Lou  Reed  New  York  art 
scenester,  and  more  smoke  and  lights 
than  David  Lee  Roth  could  have  imag- 
ined in  his  infancy. 

As  the  lights  go  down,  the  mob 
slowly  congregates  near  the  stage,  the 
ominous  chords  of  Michael  Jackson's 
"Thriller"  filling  the  room.  The  singer, 
a  Punky  Brewster  goddess,  erotically 
shakes  her  hips,  slowly  but  surely  be- 
coming the  apparition  of  M.J.  past.  As 
the  set  progresses,  the  crowd  erupts, 
singing  and  dancing  to  every  song. 
After  a  tear-wrenching  version  of 
Prince's  "Purple  Rain"  (during  which 
vocalist  and  bassist  Ronnie  calls  one 
lucky  girl  up  to  the  stage  to  slow- 
dance  and  chug  a  beer),  the  band 
takes  a  break. 

The  hour-long  set  has  left  the  au- 
dience hungry  for  more,  but  DJD  is 
ready  for  them,  and  begins  a  karaoke 
contest — the  winner  gets  to  join  her 
newfound  heroes  onstage. 

Show  attendee  Erin  Malin,  having 
spent  her  "formative  years"  in  the 
80's,  simply  can't  resist  the  kitschy 
evening.  Having  styled  her  hair  using 
nearly  a  whole  bottle  of  hairspray,  and 
wearing  pumps  and  leg  warmers,  she 
can  only  recollect  happy  evenings 
spent  watching  Fame  in  her  favourite 
Flashdance  T-shirt.  Her  sister  Carla, 
who  was  only  13  at  the  close  of  the 
decade,  has  come  along  as  well,  to 


"relive  the  horror  of  the  '80s"  and 
the  night  she  spent  "crying,  because 
1  was  unable  to  see  the  Corey  Hart 
concert." 

Shortly  after  midnight.  Fantasy  re- 
turns in  a  blaze  of  blood,  sweat,  tears 
and  polyester.  As  the  set  progresses, 
neither  the  band  nor  the  crowd  loses 
energy  as  they  tear  through  rendi- 
tions of  A-Ha,  Tears  for  Fears,  Rick 
Springfield,  Corey  Hart  and  Devo. 
Ever  the  entertainers,  the  band  calls 
to  the  stage  karaoke  winner  'Angry 
Dan'  to  front  the  band  in  an  intense 
version  of  Rocky  hit  "Eye  of  the  Tiger". 
Met  with  an  onslaught  of  exuberant 
fans,  Dan  hands  the  mike  over  to  the 
audience  and  exuberant  fist-pumping 
ensues.  In  retrospect,  he  can  only 
characterize  the  experience  as  "the 
greatest  moment  of  my  life."  The  set 
climaxes  with  the  opening  chords  of 
"Footloose",  the  audience  celebrating 
the  remembrance  of  Kevin  Bacon  and 
a  beat-up  old  Volkswagen. 

By  two  in  the  morning,  the  band 
is  already  four  encores  into  the  last 
magical  moments  of  the  night  as  fans 
scramble  to  call  out  the  final  song 
of  the  evening.  Fantasy,  always  the 
appreciative  collection  of  artistes,  of- 
fers their  final  "Thank  you,  Toronto!" 
as  the  stage  lights  die  and  the  sound 
system  comes  up  to  the  triumphant 
melody  of  Tears  for  Fears  "Shout".  As 
the  wafts  of  stage  smoke  dissipate, 
the  dance  floor  remains  active,  the 
group  not  wanting  to  end  the  greatest 
decade  of  their  lives. 

See  more  80's  night  pics  on  page  19 


Not  your  parents'  opera 

26-year-old  alumnus  conducts  U  of  T  singers  in  Canadian  premiere 


by  JULIAN  DUNN 


A  group  of  U  of  T  students  and  grad- 
uates is  turning  opera  on  its  head 
in  Mooredale  Concerts'  upcoming 
Canadian  premiere  of  Haydn's  La 
Fedelta  Premiata  {Fidelity  Rewarded}. 
26-year-old  Maestro  Julian  Kuerti,  a 
U  of  T  music  graduate,  is  attacking 
head-on  the  notion  that  opera  is 
stodgy  and  anachronistic  by  mak- 
ing sweeping  changes  to  condense 
the  normally  four-hour  piece  into 
a  75-minute  performance,  and — in 
a  move  that  may  shock  traditional 
opera  fans — adding  a  narrator. 

That's  right,  a  narrator.  A  tradi- 
tional complaint  from  many  first- 
time  opera  fans  is  that  the  dialogue 
and  lyrics,  often  written  in  a  foreign 
language,  make  it  difficult  to  discern 
exactly  what  is  going  on,  even  with 
the  assistance  of  subtitles.  Kuerti 
says,  however,  that  it  was  techni- 
cal issues  with  trying  to  project 
subtitles  that  initially  drove  him 
to  seek  out  a  narrator  to  guide  the 
audience. 

That  narrator  is  none  other 
than  Stuart  Hamilton,  founder 
and  former  artistic  director  of  the 
Toronto-based  Opera  in  Concert 
series.  Hamilton,  a  recipient  of  the 
Order  of  Canada,  the  Toronto  Arts 
Award  and  the  Governor  General's 


Commemorative  Medal,  is  currently 
the  quizmaster  of  the  Opera  Quiz 
during  CBC's  Saturday  Afternoon  at 
the  Opera. 

Kuerti  says  that  the  role  of  the  nar- 
rator is  to  "bridge  the  gap  between 
the  Italian  language  and  bridge  gaps 
in  the  story."  The  latter  is  necessary 
because  Kuerti  has  elected  to  trim 
down  the  opera  into  mostly  arias, 
with  Hamilton  filling  in  much  of 
the  plot.  Operas,  particularly  those 
written  before  the  Romantic  era, 
have  two  main  components:  the 
recitatifs,  where  most  of  the  plot 
is  developed,  and  the  arias,  which 
are  essentially  the  solos  highlight- 
ing the  singers'  vocal  skills.  In  the 
context  of  the  opera,  Haydn's  arias 
are  "the  result  of  dramatic  impetus" 
as  developed  during  the  recitatif 
sections,  and  Hamilton's  role  will 
be  to  create  that  dramatic  momen- 
tum with  his  "clever  narration,"  in 
Kuerti's  words. 

The  opera  itself  has  an  interest- 
ing history.  As  with  most  operas, 
the  libretto,  or  story,  was  written 
by  someone  other  than  the  com- 
poser of  the  music.  In  the  case  of 
La  Fedelta  Premiata,  the  original 
librettist  is  unknown,  although  it  is 
known  that  the  libretto  was  actu- 
ally written  for  a  previous  opera 
by  an  "inferior  composer",  Kuerti 
jokes.  As  it  turns  out,  there  was  no 
danger  of  this  inferior  opera  being 


performed,  as  the  Esterhazy  Palace 
in  Austria  (where  the  musical  score 
was  stored)  suffered  a  fire,  resulting 
in  the  loss  of  all  the  music.  In  order 
to  commemorate  the  rebuilding  and 
reopening  of  the  palace,  Haydn  was 
commissioned  by  the  Prince  of  Aus- 
tria to  rewrite  an  opera  based  on  the 
earlier  libretto. 

The  libretto  upon  which  the  op- 
era is  based  is  extremely  bizarre 
as  well.  "Strange  things  just  come 
up,"  Kuerti  laughs.  For  example, 
he  explains  that  in  one  scene,  the 
premature  death  of  one  of  the  main 
female  characters  appears  immi- 
nent, which  would  result  in  an  unex- 
pected and  abrupt  ending.  In  order 
to  resolve  this,  the  libretto  calls  for 
the  appearance  of  two  centaurs  to 
abduct  the  woman,  for  no  appar- 
ent reason.  Kuerti  muses  that  this 
"campy  device"  may  just  be  there 
simply  because  the  librettist  want- 
ed to  have  the  comic  effect  of  two 
winged  centaurs  abducting  some- 
one; the  centaurs  make  no  further 
appearances  and  no  explanation  is 
ever  given  for  their  initial  entry. 

In  any  case,  as  a  conductor,  Kue- 
rti wants  to  focus  on  the  music, 
and  hence  the  compression  of  the 
opera  into  a  performance  consisting 
mostly  of  music  in  order  to  highlight 
the  talents  of  the  singers.  Sopranos 
Leah  Gordon  and  Mei  Lee,  tenor 
Michael  McBride  and  bass-baritone 


Giles  Tomkins  are  all  students  or 
recent  graduates  of  the  U  of  T's  mu- 
sical faculty,  and  each  has  a  lengthy 
list  of  high-profile  performance 
credits  to  their  name. 

Maestro  Kuerti  himself  is  an 
outstanding  conductor,  and  while 
he  holds  a  conducting  degree  from 
the  U  of  T  and  has  studied  all  over 
North  America  and  in  Europe,  his 
first  degree  is  actually  in  theoreti- 
cal physics  and  engineering,  also 
from  U  of  T.  Asked  what  it  is  that 
draws  many  scientists  and  math- 
ematicians to  pursue  music  (local 
opera  star  Isabel  Bayrakdarian  is 
also  a  graduate  of  Engineering  Sci- 
ence from  U  of  T),  Kuerti  explains 
that  music  is  unique  in  that  it  is  the 
only  art  form  which  "takes  place 
exclusively  in  time — everything 
else  takes  place  in  space".  Time, 


especially  in  its  abstract  represen- 
tation, is  fascinating  to  many  en- 
gineers and  scientists,  and  Kuerti 
speculates  that  scientific  training 
makes  it  easy  to  appreciate  that 
abstraction. 

There's  not  a  lot  of  time  to  catch 
this  particular  opera,  however,  as 
the  company  is  performing  only 
two  shows  this  weekend  (Sept.  27 
and  28).  The  Saturday  performance 
is  being  held  at  8  p.m.  at  Willowdale 
United  Church  in  North  York,  and 
Sunday's  matinee  is  at  3  p.m.  at 
Walter  Hall  at  the  Faculty  of  Music 
on  campus.  Tickets  are  only  $20 
for  students  and  can  be  reserved 
by  calling  (416)  922-3714  xlOS.  For 
more  information  on  the  singers, 
the  conductor,  or  the  Mooredale 
Concerts  series,  visit  www.moore 
daleconcerts.com. 


KARADILLON 

Maestro  Julian  Kuerti  conducts  the  opera  singers  at  rehearsal. 
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Campus  Camera 

with  indie  filmmaker  James  Motluk  about  his 
new  post-secondary  doc 


There  once  was  a  union  maid  who 
never  was  afraid 

Of  goons  and  ginks  and  company  finks 
and  deputy  sheriffs  that  made  the  raid 
— "Union  Maid"  by  Woody  Guthrie 

James  Motluk  is  a  Toronto-based 
filmmaker  and  the  writer/director 
of  Whose  University  Is  It?  a  docu- 
mentary about  corporate  influ- 
ence on  Ontario's  universities. 
Varsity  writer  DAVID  SMOOKLER 
sat  down  to  talk  to  Motluk  about 
his  film  last  week. 

DS:  How  did  you  become  an 
activist? 

JM:  I  wouldn't  call  myself  an 
activist.  I  think  an  activist  is 
someone  going  and  taking  risks. 
I'm  just  being  honest  about  what  1 
see.  I'm  a  Trent  alumnus,  so  when 
I  read  about  how  they  overrode 


the  (university's)  Senate  I  started 
researching  what  was  going  on  and 
it  just  seemed  wrong.  They  were 
changing  what  I  found  so  valuable 
about  the  university,  and  why  it 
gave  me  such  a  good  education. 
It  just  seemed  wrong  to  me,  and 
it  seemed  like  something  that  was 
happening  all  over  the  place,  at 
hospitals,  museums,  Hydro — this 
whole  drive  to  define  all  of  our 
public  services  as  businesses. 

I  make  my  movies  to  tell  the  oth- 
er side  of  the  story.  Trent  Univer- 
sity has  a  huge  amount  of  money 
that  they  put  behind  their  angle 
on  Superbuild  [the  government 
promotion  for  universities  to  seek 
corporate  sponsorship]  saying  it's 
all  rosy  and  wonderful  and  they're 
doing  great  things  for  the  students. 
I  think  that  they're  not. 

DS:   Your   previous   film,  Life 


Under  Mike  was  a  critique  of  the 
Harris  government;  this  film  is  a 
critique  of  corporate  culture  en- 
tering the  universities,  would  you 
describe  yourself  as  a  Canadian 
Michael  Moore? 

JM:  No,  I'm  not  the  Canadian  Mi- 
chael Moore;  I'd  say  I'm  more  the 
Woody  Guthrie  of  film.  He  could  go 
anywhere  with  his  guitar  and  he 
would  write  songs  about  what  he 
saw,  and  I  have  a  digital  camera. 
I  can  go  anywhere  with  my  little 
camera  and  make  documentaries 
about  what  I  see — social  injustice. 
Someone  like  Woody  Guthrie  could 
go  to  a  demonstration  and  write 
a  song  like  "Union  Maid"  and  it 
would  spread.  It  was  this  kind  of 
grassroots  culture,  very  immedi- 
ate and  accessible,  and  1  think  that 
digital  video  and  documentary  is 
allowing  people  to  do  that.  I  think 
it's  a  tool  of  social  activism  the  way 
that  folk  music  was  from  the  '30s  to 
the  '60s. 

DS:  How  do  you  find  the  re- 
sponse when  you  tour  universi- 
ties? 

JM:  Actually,  I've  found  it  re- 
ally quite  amazing.  There's  a  whole 


youth  culture  that  seems  to  be 
very  engaged,  very  politicized. 
That's  certainly  what  I've  noticed 
as  I've  gone  around  to  campuses. 
Liberal  change  almost  always  hap- 
pens through  students.  Tiananmen 
Square,  the  Velvet  Revolution  in 
Czechoslovakia,  was  students.  It 
is  almost  always  students  who  de- 
mocratize the  world.  People  have 
to  realize  they  have  a  lot  of  power 
if  they  are  engaged  and  active  and 
they  participate. 

DS:  Do  you  think  the  student 
dissent  shown  in  the  film  had  any 
impact  on  the  university's  actions 
regarding  the  downtown  campus? 

JM:  I  think  without  any  opposi- 
tion (university  dean)  Patterson 
would  have  disposed  of  both  down- 
town colleges  pretty  quickly.  In  the 
end  she  tried  to  smash  the  Peter 
Robinson  College,  which  was  kind 
of  the  centre  of  a  lot  of  the  dissent, 
and  kept  the  other  college.  I  think 
the  opposition  definitely  slowed 
things  down.  It  made  a  difference. 
And  the  students  were  also  pro- 
testing the  increased  advertising 
on  campus,  and  apparently  they 
have  stalled  that  completely. 


Filmmaker  Jemies  motluk. 


FILM  REVIEW 


Whose  University  Is  It? 

Driected  and produced  by  James 
Motluk  and  Mark  Wright 

Rating:  WW 


Whose  University  Is  It?  (the  title 
was  taken  from  a  piece  of  graffiti 
at  Trent  University)  is  a  new  ad- 
dition to  the  growing  pantheon  of 
documentary  films  that  politicize 
as  well  as  inform.  The  film  suc- 
cessfully splices  interviews, 
video  from  protests,  university 
meetings  and  provincial  debates 
to  show  the  shift  in  university 
governance  from  a  democratic, 
inclusive  policy  to  a  more  dictato- 
rial model  that  is  little  concerned 
with  the  people  the  universities 
are  supposed  to  serve. 

The  movie  shines  a  light  on 
the  activities  of  the  provincial 
government  with  regards  to  edu- 
cation, and  specifically  how  it  is 
using  funds  to  coerce  universities 
to  be  more  dependent  on  private 
corporate  sponsorship. 

Needing  cash,  Trent  University 
applied  to  the  province's  Super- 
build  fund,  money  set  aside  by 
the  Tories  specifically  to  get 
universities  to  apply  for  corpo- 
rate donations.  Along  with  this 
conditional  offer  of  money  was 
a  message  from  a  provincial  rep- 
resentative that  Trent  would  be 
made  an  example  of  if  it  weren't 
"accountable  to  its  consumers/ 
taxpayers."  The  government  re- 
quested the  university  sell  off  its 
downtown  campus  in  the  heart  of 
Peterborough. 

In  the  film  the  present  head  of 
the  university,  Bonnie  Patterson, 
appears  pleased  with  these  de- 
velopments. She  likens  the  stu- 
dents who  would  be  concentrated 
on  a  single  isolated  campus  to  a 
"guaranteed  consumer  base"  for 
the  various  corporations  that 
will  move  into  the  college  set- 
ting, once  they  have  secured  the 
right  to  do  so  by  donating  to  the 
university. 

When  the  university's  Sen- 
ate (a  coalition  of  professors 
and  students)  votes  against  the 
Superbuild  proposal,  the  Board 
of  Governors,  led  by  Patterson, 
rejects  the  Senate  recommenda- 
tions in  an  unprecedented  move. 
A  former  president  of  the  univer- 
sity makes  it  clear  this  is  not  a 
choice  everybody  in  Patterson's 
position  would  make. 

The  film  ends  with  a  dramatic 
confrontation  between  police 
and  students,  who  are  forcibly 
dragged  away  during  a  protest. 
The  final  frame  quotes  economist 
John  Kenneth  Galbraith  asserting 
that  the  health  of  a  society  can 
be  measured  by  its  willingness 
to  publicly  support  schooling;  a 
sobering  indication  of  the  health 
of  our  society  today.  — DS 
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Imperial  Oil  is  Canada's  largest  fully  integrated 
petroleum  company  and  a  major  producer  of  crude  oil 
and  natural  gas.  From  the  search  for  raw  materials  to 
the  creation  of  highly  specialized  refined  products, 
we  are  a  leader  in  research,  development,  production, 
manufacturing,  distribution,  marketing  and  retailing. 


You  may  have  been  told  to  expect  multiple  employers  over  the 
course  of  your  career.  How  would  you  feel  about  multiple 
careers  with  a  single  employer?  At  Imperial  Oil,  we  believe  that 
being  an  Employer  of  Choice  means  making  sure  your  future 
with  us  is  full  of  opportunities.  If  you're  a  graduate  in 
Engineering,  Business  Administration,  Commerce,  Computer 
Science,  Earth  Science,  or  related  disciplines,  chances  are  that 
Imperial  Oil  has  an  opportunity  that  is  right  for  you. 

Plan  to  attend  our  information  Session. 

Galbraith  Building  -  GB  202 
Wednesday,  September  24, 2003 
5:00p.m.  -  7:00p.m. 

For  more  information  about  graduate  and  summer/co-op 
opportunities  at  Imperial  Oil,  visit  our  Web  site  at: 


www.imperiaioil.ca/campi/s 
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KARA  DILLON 

Fantasy's  ski-bunny  singer. 


KARA  DILLON 

Let's  get  piiysical. 


KARADILLON 

Fantasy  wtiips  up  the  crowd. 


X-rated 


THE  ALL-IN-ONE 

XII 50 


Even  works  for  you  between  assignments.  Crunch  tinne,  down  time,  anytime.  The  new  Lexmark  X1 150 
prints,  scans,  or  copies  almost  anything.  Whenever,  whatever,  whomever.  Get  one  working  for  you. 


Iexmark.com 

®  2003  Lexmark  Canada  Inc.  Lexmark  and  "We're  Always  Working"  are  trademarks  of  Lexmark  International,  Inc.. 
registered  in  the  United  States  and/or  other  countries. 


Lexm^krk 

We're  Always  Working." 
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wanG  a  hog  oaGe? 


Now  Extended  until 
SEPTEMBER  29 


Our  STUDENT  SEAT  SALE  is  on  till 
then.  Great  rates,  plus: 

•  Reserve  your  seat  home  for  Christmas 
NOW  for  only  $20* 


•  Low  season  rates  for  high  season  dates  -  the  best  deal  for  Christmas. 

•  Only  $30  to  change  dates,  compared  with  up  to  hundreds  of  dollars  on  other 
tickets.  Get  your  Christmas  flight  now,  and  change  when  your  exam  schedule 
comes  out  if  needed. 

For  over  30  years.  Travel  CUTS  has  been  getting  students  to  school,  back 
home,  and  to  the  world  beyond.  Visit  WWW.travelCUtS.COm. 


WIN  TICKETS  and  AIRFARE  to  see  THE  DANDY 
WARHOLS  LIVE  at  WEMBLEY  Arena,  UK! 
Enter  to  win  at  Mrww.travelcuts.com 


Dandy  Warhols  contest  sponsored  by  Travel  CUTS,  EMi  Canada  and  Soto  by  Bell.  Contest  opens  Aug, 
31/03  &  closes  Oct.  15/03.  Enter  to  win  at  wvifW.travelcuts.com,  No  purchase  rtecessary. 


XITRAVELCmS  A 

See  the  world  your  way  - 

187  College  St.  416-979-2406 


Vampire  tale  lacks  bite 


by  COLIN  TAIT 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Lucrative  Careers  Require 


I  thought  that  vampires  were  sup- 
posed to  be  cool.  Werewolves  not  so 
much,  but  definitely  vampires.  You 
know,  the  way  they  can  morph  into 
things,  seduce  people,  and  then  bite 
them.  That's  the  essence  of  vampire 
chic  that's  lasted  from  Nosferatu  to 
Blade,  right? 

The  makers  of  Underworld  seem  to 
have  forgotten  this,  in  their  attempts 
to  put  a  Matrix-y  spin  on  the  vampire 


myth,  and  it  becomes  clear  very 
early  on  that  these  vampires  are  re- 
ally just  guys  with  guns  who  shoot  at 
werewolves.  What  happened  to  the 
fact  that  you  can't  see  their  reflec- 
tions? How  is  it  possible  that  you  can 
lock  one  of  them  in  a  room  without 
them  turning  into  mist  and  escap- 
ing through  the  cracks  of  the  win- 
dow? And  how  is  it  that  within  the 
first  three  minutes  of  the  film,  you 
already  know  that  Kate  Beckinsale 
(Muc/7  Ado  About  Nothing,  Serendip- 
ity) is  a  bad  choice  as  "death  dealer" 


7/ie  \Aarsity  presents 


You're  -Studying  hard  ^ 
and  workisig  rewards  a 
career.  Your  degree  will 
be  liighK'  valued,  hur  will 
it  be  enough? 

The  Canadian  .Securities 
Institute  i.s  unsurpassed  tor  its 
financial  services  education  ~ 
our  courses  are  recognized  and 
accepted  ior  Hcen.sing, 
competency  and  proficiency 
standards  by  more  regulators 
and  employers  than  any  other 
provider  in  Canada.  We  offer 
the  Canadian  Securities 
Course®  (CSC)  and  more 
dian  twenty-five  other  courses 
including  programs  in 
Financial  iManagemcnt;  Risk 
Management;  Portfolio 
Management  and  Insurance. 


Partner  with  the  leader. 
Enhance  your  degree 
and  place  your  resume 
on  top  of  the  pile. 


CWAOiAN  .SECUKIT1E.S  INSTITUTE 


Visit  www.csi.ca 
e-mail  customer_support@csi.ca 
or  call  1-866-866-2601 


Selene,  because  she  looks  downright 
terrified  of  being  shot? 

It's  not  Beckinsale's  fault  that 
she's  miscast — she  certainly  looks 
the  part,  but  can't  compete  in  the 
post- Matrix  action  world.  She  just 
doesn't  have  the  physical  presence 
of  someone  like  Carrie-Anne  Moss, 
and  would  probably  get  slapped  silly 
by  any  one  of  Charlie's  Angels.  As  for 
the  other  players,  Scott  Speedman 
(Felicity)  does  an  okay  job  until  he 
turns  blue  (don't  ask). 

Blame  director  Len  Wiseman.  In 
his  attempt  to  bring  a  fairly  original 
idea  to  life,  he  throws  away  every- 
thing that's  made  vampire  movies 
(and  werewolf  movies,  for  that  mat- 
ter) great,  and  ends  up  with  a  movie 
that  seems  more  like  a  heavy-hand- 
ed '80s  Schwarzenegger  film  (it's  like 
watching  Raw  Deal  with  vampires) 
than  anything  from  the  present  day. 

Say  what  you  will  about  action 
films  today,  they've  achieved  a  so- 
phistication of  style  that  audiences 
have  come  to  expect,  and  Underworld 
is  sorely  lacking  in  that  department. 
The  beauty  of  a  film  like  X2,  or  The 
Matrix  is  that  they  conceptualize 
what  epic  battles  between  superhu- 
man characters  could  look  like.  In- 
stead of  bringing  anything  truly  orig- 
inal to  the  screen,  Wiseman  simply 
rips  off  entire  sequences  from  other 
action  films  (a  T2  car  chase  here,  a 
Jurassic  Park  2  glass-cracking  scene 
there)  and  strings  them  together. 

It  would  have  been  preferable  to 
review  the  theatrical  trailer  for  this 
film — at  least  it  offered  up  the  few 
thrills  Underworld  does  have,  and 
more  importantly,  made  it  seem 
cool. 


FILM  REVIEW 


Special  presentation: 
Thursday,  September  25th  @  7:00  p.m. 


Get  FREE  tickets  at  The  Varsity 

Visit  us  @  21  Sussex  Ave  2nd  Floor;  H  pm 


Underworld 


Directed  by  Len  Wiseman 


Written  by  Danny  McBride 


Starring  Kate  Beckinsale  and  Scott 
Speedman 

Rating:  V 
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York  soccer  caught  cheating 

Lions  mens  soccer  team  uses  ineligible  players 


SOPHIA  HUDA 

Action!  The  reigning  champs,  men's  soccer  Blues,  remain  undefeated  after  beating  York  4-1  Sunday  afternoon  on  Varsity  Field.  York  is  now 
last  in  their  division  after  using  ineligible  players  earlier  this  season. 


by  MARK  ILCZYSZYN 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Ontario  University  Athletics  an- 
nounced last  week  that  the  York 
University  Lions  men's  soccer 
team  used  ineligible  players  in 
their  first  two  games  of  the  2003 
season. 

As  a  result  of  this  OUA  rules 
violation,  the  team  was  forced  to 
forfeit  their  first  two  regular  sea- 
son games.  This  violation  stems 
from  last  year's  OUA  playoffs. 

On  Nov.  2,  2002  in  the  OUA 
bronze  medal  game  versus  Brock 


University,  York  goalkeeper  Rob- 
ert Colangelo  and  midfielder  Paul 
Curcio  each  received  red  cards  in 
the  match. 

As  a  result  of  receiving  the  red 
cards,  both  Colangelo  and  Curcio 
were  automatically  suspended 
for  the  first  game  of  the  2003 
season.  However,  both  players 
competed  in  the  opening  games 
of  the  season  against  Nipissing 
University  and  Laurentian  Uni- 
versity. 

Nipissing  and  Laurentian  will 
now  be  credited  with  wins  ver- 
sus York,  with  the  scores  in  the 


records  showing  as  1-0  losses 
for  the  Lions.  All  other  statistics 
from  such  contests  will  remain 
valid,  except  for  those  of  the  in- 
eligible players. 

OUA  program  and  communica- 
tions coordinator  Claire  Baillie 
was  contacted  regarding  the 
issue,  and  she  responded  that 
"York  was  clearly  wrong  in  its 
violations  of  the  rules,  and  that 
the  issue  was  raised  to  the  OUA 
by  the  coaches  from  Nipissing 
and  Laurentian." 

She  also  added  that  "the  issue 
has  been  dealt  with,  and  that  no 


further  review  was  being  pushed 
forward  at  the  moment,  and  that 
the  CIS  would  not  be  looking  into 
the  matter,  because  it  was  a  vio- 
lation of  the  OUA  rules  and  not 
the  CIS  rules." 

York  now  finds  itself  in  a  huge 
hole  in  the  OUA  soccer  season 
sitting  in  last  place  in  the  men's 
soccer  north  division.  U  of  T 
leads  the  division  with  a  3-0 
record.  The  two  players,  having 
not  served  their  one  game  sus- 
pensions, were  forced  to  sit  out 
the  game  between  York  and  U  of 
T  that  took  place  Sunday. 


Sunday 

soccer 

super-slam 


bySAMIMREZA 


Women  Uof  T  1,  York  0 
Men  U  of  T  4,  York  1 

It  was  a  close  and  physical  game 
on  Varsity  Field  on  Sunday,  when 
the  women's  soccer  team  squared 
off  against  the  York  Lions.  The 
Blues  flew  out  of  the  gate  with 
some  good  chances  early  on, 
which  led  to  an  early  free  kick 
goal  by  Courtney  Heges.  The 
Lions  won  back  some  of  the  mo- 
mentum with  a  couple  of  solid 
shots  on  net,  but  the  Blues  were 
impregnable  as  the  defense  and 
the  goaltending  earned  the  well 
deserved  shut  out. 

Coach  Guido  Geisler  was 
pleased  with  his  Blues  for  follow- 
ing his  prescribed  defensive  game 
plan,  and  keeping  the  Lions  off  the 
score  board.  This  well-rounded 
game  bodes  well  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  women's  season. 

After  the  women's  victory, 
the  men's  team  took  to  the  field 
against  their  York  counterparts. 
Falling  behind  on  a  very  early 
goal  by  the  Lions,  the  Blues  hung 
in  there  with  a  late  goal  in  the 
first  half  to  tie  the  game.  In  the 
second  half,  the  home  team  went 
out  thirsty  for  blood,  and  U  of 
T's  midfielders  passed  the  ball 
beautifully,  creating  one-on-one 
opportunities  for  Blues  strikers. 

In  the  second  half,  the  Varsity 
team  scored  three  more  goals,  for 
a  final  score  of  4-1.  Goal  scorers 
for  the  Blues  were  Marc  Jankovic, 
Tom  Kouzmanis,  James  Bialy, 
and  Sean  Myers.  Rookie  Myers 
was  also  named  player  of  the 
game.  The  men's  team  remains 
undefeated  this  season,  and  the 
women  are  currently  tied  for  sec- 
ond in  their  division  with  a  record 
of  1-1-1. 


Right  on  target:  U  of  T's  own  Deepinder  Singh  Olympics  bound 


byMATTSOMERS 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Dedicated.  Determined.  Diligent. 
Deep. 

Deepinder  Singh  is  a  husband,  U 
of  T  alumnus.  Hart  House  Revolver 
Club  veteran,  and  newest  member  of 
the  Canadian  national  team  for  the 
50m  free  pistol  and  10m  air  pistol 
events. 

"The  goal  is  for  an  Olympic  medal 
at  Beijing,"  Singh  explained.  A  lofty 
goal  indeed,  but  certainly  not  out 
of  the  question  for  a  world-class 
athlete  such  as  this.  In  fact,  Singh 
already  holds  a  record  in  his  native 
country. 

"I  was  a  rifle  shooter  until  '94, 
when  I  set  the  Indian  national  three 
position  rifle  record,"  said  Singh. 
"Most  of  my  mother's  family  have 
been  international  shooters  [and]  I 
started  shooting  when  I  was  about 
three." 

After  the  glories  of  1994,  Singh  de- 
cided to  give  up  shooting  to  move  to 
Canada  to  pursue  his  studies  and  a 
new  life.  "It  wasn't  until  last  year  that 
I  decided  I  now  had  the  resources  to 


pursue  the  family  sport  seriously 
again.  The  goal  last  year  when  I  re- 
started was  to  concentrate  on  just 
air  pistol  for  a  couple  of  years  with 
my  main  focus  being  the  Canadian 
Air  Gun  Grand  Prix  held  in  Toronto 
in  February  each  year." 

But  the  talented  Singh  proved 
to  excel  at  more  than  just  the  one 
event.  "I  did  well  in  my  first  Grand 
Prix  this  year,"  said  Singh,  who 
placed  sixth  at  the  tournament, 
"and  met  Richard  Horne,  coach  of 
the  provincial  team.  He  was  most 
instrumental  in  encouraging  me  to 
go  to  the  nationals  and  start  shoot- 
ing other  disciplines  besides  air 
pistol.  So  now  I  participate  in  almost 
all  pistol  events  with  air  pistol  still 
being  the  prime  focus." 

Things  have  been  steadily  im- 
proving for  Singh  since  this  fateful 
meeting,  and  peaked  at  the  National 
Pistol  Championships  in  Alberta  in 
July.  In  preparation  for  the  nation- 
wide event,  Singh  spent  months 
going  through  a  rigorous  training 
schedule. 

"Since  last  December,  right  up  to 
the  nationals  in  July,  I  have  been 


practising  for  about  three  hours  a 
day,"  he  explained.  "I  practice  five 
days  a  week  plus  around  five  to 
seven  hours  a  week  of  other  mental 
and  physical  workouts." 

All  that  hard  work  paid  off.  At 
the  nationals,  Singh  had  top  three 
finishes  in  50m  free  pistol  and  10m 
air  pistol.  "I  had  a  glorious  time  at 
the  nationals,"  he  continued.  "It  was 
glorious  to  meet  and  shoot  with  the 
veterans,  many  with  more  shooting 
years  experience  than  twice  my 
age!" 

Singh's  performance  in  Alberta 
this  summer  earned  him  a  try-out 
position  for  Canada's  Olympic  team. 
He  detailed  the  process  of  the  Olym- 
pic qualifiers:  "The  top  eight  shoot- 
ers have  a  shoot-out  where  they  fire 
10  shots  each,  and  the  score  and 
position  is  announced  after  each 
shot  is  fired.  The  top  three  shooters 
with  the  highest  aggregate  from  all 
the  courses  of  fire  are  then  selected 
for  the  national  team."  U  of  T's  own 
Singh  was  one  of  the  lucky  three  that 
earned  a  spot  on  the  Olympic  team. 

For  now,  however,  the  try-outs 
safely  behind  him,  Singh  can  con- 


centrate on  some  of  the  finer  things  air  pistol. for  fun  with  my  wife  in  the 

in  life,  like  rest  and  relaxation.  "I  am  apartment." 

currently  off  competitive  shooting  Singh's  training  for  next  year  will 

and  relaxing  right  now,"  said  the  fu-  start  back  up  at  the  beginning  of 

ture  Olympian.  Mostly  I'm  shooting  October. 
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Men's  rugby  gets  dished  a  crushing 
roster  on  Saturday. 

MEN'S  RUGBY 

MCMASTER73U0FTi2 

It  was  a  blowout  on  back  campus 
this  past  Saturday,  even  though 
the  Varsity  Blues  were  playing 
their  hearts  out.  With  masterful 
recruiting,  plucking  many  of  the 
province's  top  players,  the  McMas- 
ter  Marauders  have  put  together 
a  roster  that's  bound  to  lead  to  a 
winning  season.  One  of  their  new- 
est additions,  James  Wood,  led 
the  way  for  the  Marauders  with 


ANDREW  MURILLO 

defeat  by  the  stacked  McMaster 

two  tries.  The  Blues,  who  have  re- 
cently moved  up  to  the  OUA's  top 
division  of  play,  were  regrettably 
outmatched  by  this  powerhouse  of 
a  team.  U  of  T  went  scoreless  until 
mid-way  through  the  second  half, 
when  their  dry  spell  was  broken 
by  a  Sammy  Sue  steal  which  he  ran 
back  for  a  try.  This  little  momen- 
tum boost  allowed  for  the  Blues  to 
score  one  more  try,  and  convert 
on  a  successful  kick  attempt.  The 
men's  rugby  team  is  tied  for  third 
in  their  division,  with  a  1-1  record. 
-SAMIMREZA 


Don^t  let  your 

dreams  disappear 


Time  was,  you  could  dream  of  continuing  your  education  at  the  Ontario 
university  of  your  choice,  and  those  dreams  stood  a  fair  chance  of  coming  true. 

But  that  was  before  the  Ontario  government  cut  over  $1  billion  from  our 
universities.  Less  funding  means  higher  tuition,  fewer  professors,  overcrowded 
classrooms,  inadequate  resources  and,  potentially,  a  lower  quality  of  education. 
The  Ontario  government's  spending  per  person  on  universities  remains 
the  lowest  in  all  of  Canada,  and  is  lower  than  nearly  every  American  state. 

The  cost  to  attend  university  in  Ontario  is  becoming  so  high  that  average  families 
may  find  a  university  education  is  not  an  affordable  option  for  their  children, 

This  is  your  university.  It's  important  that  you  vote  for  the  candidate  who  will 
bring  about  the  necessary  changes  to  assist  our  universities.  We  need  a  change 
from  past  government  policy  that  has  not  adequately  funded  our  universities. 
Help  to  ensure  that  dreams  become  realities  for  Ontario's  students. 
Go  to  www.lwanttogotouniversity.com  for  more  information. 

We  care  about  the  future  of  our  universities. 


This  has  been  paid  for  by  the  Ontario  Confederation  of  University  Faculty  Associations, 
representing  professors  and  academic  librarians  in  Ontario's  universities 


MEN'S  LACROSSE 

U  OF  112  CARLETON  9 

It  was  a  very  fast-paced  and 
intense  lacrosse  game  when  the 
Carleton  Ravens  visited  the  U  of 
T  Blues  last  weekend.  The  0-2 
Blues  were  determined  for  vic- 
tory from  the  get-go,  and  even 
after  falling  behind  in  the  first 
period  they  didn't  give  up  hope. 
The  defense  was  solid  the  entire 
game  through,  keeping  the  Ra- 
vens at  bay  long  enough  for  the 
offense,  relentless  in  their  focus 
and  attacks,  to  take  control  of 
the  game.  In  the  fourth  quarter 
the  Blues  watched  their  10-6  lead 
turn  into  a  one  point  game  when 
the  Ravens  scored  with  2:30  left 
to  make  the  score  10-9.  Coah 
Tyler  Davies  called  for  a  timeout 
settling  the  team  down,  and  with 
renewed  focus  the  offense  slowed 
the  pace  of  the  game  to  score  two 
more  goals.  Chad  Piovesan  led  the 
Blues  with  four  goals,  and  Ian  Par- 
rag  came  through  with  a  hat  trick. 
Afterwards,  Piovesan  remarked 
that  "everything  just  clicked.  We 
were  short  staffed  by  four  of  our 
players,  but  everything  came  to- 
gether today." 
-SR 


FOOTBALL 

U0FT7  GUELPH20 

The  Blues  broke  their  scoring  fam- 
ine early  in  the  game,  but  their  in- 
ability to  convert  inside  the  red 
zone  the  rest  of  the  day  resulted 
in  a  loss  for  the  Varsity  team  to 
the  visiting  Guelph  Gryphons  on 
Saturday.  U  of  T  was  up  7-0  after 
Jason  Riff  caught  a  touchdown 
pass  from  Carter  Livingstone,  but 
despite  moving  the  ball  well  all 
game  and  driving  within  the  Gry- 
phons' 20  yard  line  several  times, 
the  Blues  left  without  scoring  an- 
other point.  Numerous  promising 
drives  were  snuffed  out  by  turn- 
overs, including  Livingstone's  five 
interceptions,  which  really  sealed 
the  Blues'  dismal  fortune.  The 
Gryphons  went  on  to  score  20 


unanswered  points,  capitalizing 
on  its  scoring  chances.  All  in  all, 
the  Blues  offense  seemed  to  have 
been  awakened  by  the  relatively 
loud  (for  once)  home  crowd  at 
Varsity,  as  members  of  many  Var-^ 
sity  teams  came  out  to  show  their 
support  for  the  embattled  football 
team.  Gaining  more  than  100 
yards  on  Templar  Iga's  rushing, 
and  well  over  250  yards  on  the 
strength  of  Livingstone's  arm,  the 
Blues  showed  that  perhaps  they 
do  realize  that  they  have  survived 
the  hardest  part  of  their  sched- 
ule, and  that  they  have  the  heart 
to  make  the  coming  games  much 
more  competitive.  The  Blues  play 
York  in  a  crucial  game  for  both 
programs  next  Saturday,  Sept.  27 
at  York. 
-RUSSHOFF 


its  40  members  up  and  shipped  off 
to  their  season's  first  university 
cup  race  this  past  Saturday. 

At  the  race  site  the  team  was 
joined  by  twelve  other  university 
mountain  bike  clubs  from  across 
the  province. 

U  of  T  highlights  include  a 
gold  medal  won  by  Alana  Tintse 
in  the  women's  "B"  division, 
and  a  bronze  by  Alix  Bhogal  in 
the  men's  "B."  In  the  "A"  level  of 
competition,  rookie  Heather  Grey 
stole  the  show,  taking  home  a  sil- 
ver medal  for  the  women.  Captain 
and  coach  Antonia  Gawel  finished 
a  strong  fourth  in  the  women's 
"A",  as  did  Timur  Malturic  on  the 
men's  side. 
-RA 


FASTPITCH 

Round  two  of  the  Ontario  Inter- 
collegiate Women's  Fastpitch 
Association  (OIWFA)  schedule 
has  come  to  a  close,  and  U  of  T  is 
currently  leading  the  pack  in  the 
East  division  with  an  impressive 
record  of  8-1. 

This  weekend,  the  women  suf- 
fered their  one  and  only  loss  at 
the  hands  of  Waterloo,  to  a  tune 
of  6-2.  That  glitch  aside,  Toronto 
swept  the  rest  of  this  weekend's 
match-up's.  Coming  from  behind 
to  beat  Guelph  3-1,  the  Blues  then 
proceeded  to  trounce  the  2002 
champions  Brock  by  a  final  score 
of  4-0.  Laurier  was  the  next  to  fall 
by  a  resounding  10-3  to  the  Var- 
sity Blues.  Western  also  came  out 
on  the  losing  end,  by  a  similar  10- 
3  fate.  So  far  this  season,  pitcher 
Jenny  Reibeling  has  racked  up  five 
wins,  Lorissa  Gaber  has  earned 
two,  and  Cathy  Rayner  has  put 
up  one. 
-RA 


MOUNTAIN  BIKING 

U  of  T's  mountain  bike  team,  last 
year's  defending  champs,  packed 


FIELD  HOCKEY 

U  OFT  I  WATERLOO  0 
QUEEN'S  2  U  OF  TO 

The  U  of  T  field  hockey  team's 
winning  streak  was  cut  short  this 
weekend  after  a  disappointing 
loss  to  the  Queen's  Golden  Gaels 

2-  0.  The  Blues  beat  last  year's 
OUA  champions  and  season  ri- 
vals Waterloo  earlier  in  the  day, 
shutting  them  out  1-0.  Philippa 
Kedgley  scored  U  of  T's  only  goal 
against  Waterloo,  with  strong 
defensive  performances  by  both 
goalkeeper  Sarah  Lipton  and  Alex 
Chacinski.  The  team  is  currently 
tied  for  second  in  the  OUA  with  a 

3-  1  record. 
-RA 


CROSS  COUNTRY 

Despite  being  minus  several  mem- 
bers, the  U  of  T  cross  country 
team — the  defending  CIS  champi- 
ons— put  on  a  good  showing  this 
weekend  at  the  Waterloo  Open. 
Captain  Sandy  Wells  placed  sixth 
in  the  women's  4km,  and  in  the 
men's  8km  rookie  Gabriel  Jarquin 
placed  a  solid  ninth.  Both  men's 
and  women's  teams  ranked  third 
overall  at  day's  end. 
-RA 


SAT.  SEPT.  to 

Men's  Football  vs.  Guelph  -  2  p.m. 

Varsity  Stadium 

Men's  Lacrosse  vs.  Carleton  -  4  p.m. 

Back  Campus 

Men's  Rugby  vs.  McMaster  -  I  p.m. 

Back  Campus 

SUN.  SEPT.  2  I 

Soccer  Doubleheader  vs.York 
Women  @  I  p.m.  /  Men  @  3  p.m. 

Varsity  Stadium 


Check  our  www.varsityblues.ca  for  more  information. 
U  ofT  students  free  with  valid  Student  Card. 


Proud  sponsor  of 

rethink 


were  here 


Find  yourself  in  the  middle  of  the  action 
using  the  LG  TM250's  Find  It  Fast  feature. 
You  can  find  restaurants,  night  clubs,  even 
bank  machines  with  the  touch  of  a  button. 

•  Sleek  Clamshell  Design 

•  Short  Messaging  Service  (SMS) 

•  Downloadable  Ringtones 

•  Wireless  Web  Browser 


Subject  to  carrier  amilahility. 
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SPACE  CAT  by  Fish  Griwkowsky 


Classifieds 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808  -  GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS 

Needed  to  present  fun  hands-on  activi- 
ties in  schools  and  at  b-day  parties.  Car 
and  exp.  with  kids  req'd.  No  science 
background  needed.  Exciting  activities 
such  as  slime  and  rockets.  Pay:  $20-$25/l 
hour  class.  CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY 
AT  (416)  630-5258  Ext  26. 

TEACH  ENGLISH  OVERSEAS! 

TESOL  Workshops  for  Canadians, 
Toronto  -  Saturday,  Sept.  27.  One  day 
and  you're  on  your  way!  1-866-912-4465 
www.goteach.ca 

SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED! 

Make  extra  money  while  helping  others 
by  becoming  a  Xytex  Sperm  Donor.  Ages 
18-38.  Call  416-924-3021  today! 


BATHURST/LAWRENCE 

4  bedroom,  furnished,  clean.  Available 
immediately,  $1,600.00  including  utili- 
ties; call  416-994-8698  or  416-622-2453. 


NEED  MONEY? 

Part  Time  Job!  After  school  care  for  one 
child.  Tuesdays  to  Fridays,  3:30  to  7:00. 
Downtown  location  on  subway  line, 
near  University  of  Toronto.  Please  call 
Pat -416-323-1373. 


DOWNTOWN  PARKING  AVAILABLE 

Indoor  parking  in  a  modern  condo  build- 
ing w/security  College  &  Yonge  area.  $60 
p/month  or  1  year  for  $600.  For  info  call 
(416)  530-9717. 


SPLITTING  THE  ATOM  AT  U  OFT 

Einstein's  Lecture  Hall  was  room  210  at  Cal 
Tech.  Pasadena.  Are  you  an  off  the  chart 
genius  and  a  woman?  if  yes,  yes  lets  go  to 
Susur  Lee  on  King  St.  and  pay  homage  to 
Renoir.  (416)  322-2710. 

ENERGETIC  STUDENTS  WANTED  FOR 
POLITICAL  SCIENCE  STREET  TEAM 

Don't  know  about  politics?  Perfect.  We 
need  you  to  help  other  students  realize 
that  there's  more  to  life  at  U  of  T  than 
just  textbooks  &  exams!  Interested? 
Download  application  form:  http: 
//individual.utoronto.ca/chandlerpowell/ 
streetteamapplication.pdf 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor.  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr. 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  +. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 

WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compuflow.  416/539-9443. 


COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C,  C++,  Data  Structures.  Tutoring, 
Exam  Review,  Programming  Lessons.  Ed 
416-785-5115  students  @cstutoring.com 


PFC:  QUALITY  EDITING 

Professional  editing  of  social  science/ 
humanities  manuscripts.  Student  rates 
available.  Academic  dishonesty  won't 
be  tolerated.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
Visit  www.pfconsulting.ca  ,  email 
info@pfconsulting.ca  or  phone  647- 
888-2373. 


Do  you  like  to  draw  cartoon 


Be  an  editorial  cartoonist  ' 

Email  editor@thev^ 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00  for 
non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including 
spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changesafter  submission, 
no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue -Thursday  noon,  for 
Thursday  issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 
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REPEAT  USERS 
WILL  RECEIVE  EXTRA  PREPAID 
LONG  DISTANCE  MINUTES 


Visit  your  local  book  store  or 
convenience  store  to  purchase  cards 
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Get  yourmotor  running 


OLYADEVIANTART 

Burning  Rubber:  U  of  T's  entry  in  the  Formula  SAE  racing  series  tears  up  the  track  at  Downsview  Park  on  Saturday.  The  cars  can  go  from  zero  to  100  km/h  in  2.9  seconds. 


The  rich  get  richer:  Statscan  study  shows 

wealthy  youth  are  getting  all  the  spots  in  university 


by  FEONCHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


In  today's  world,  knowledge  is  power 
and  post-secondary  education  is  un- 
doubtedly a  leading  way  to  gain  that 
knowledge,  it  has  even  been  shown 
that  there  is  a  direct  correlation 
between  earnings  and  the  level  of 
education.  But  with  post-secondary 
tuition,  campus  fees  and  living  ex- 
penses on  the  rise,  it  seems  as  if  only 
well-off  students  are  able  to  finance 
through  a  complete  university  or 
college  education.  Lousy  grades,  no 
savings,  a  lack  of  expectations  from 
parents  and  even  gender  are  just 
some  of  the  factors  that  often  deter 


potential  scholars  for  reaching  for 
that  post-secondary  brass  ring,  and 
thanks  to  a  new  survey  on  education, 
those  demographics  are  becoming 
less  of  assumptions  and  more  stark 
reality  for  Canadian  students. 

According  to  the  Post-second- 
ary Education  Participation  Survey 
(PEPS),  a  report  recently  released 
by  Statistics  Canada  in  partnership 
with  Human  Resources  Development 
Canada  and  the  Policy  Research  Ini- 
tiative, the  chances  of  you  (if  you  fit 
into  the  description  above)  pursuing 
post-secondary  education  is  less 
likely.  But  don't  be  discouraged  -  that 
is  not  to  say  that  you  are  not  quali- 
fied to  engage  in  higher  learning.  It 


just  means  that  you  belong  to  the 
minority  and  that  you  have  probably 
overcome  many  obstacles  to  get  to 
where  you  are  today. 

In  February  and  March  of  2002, 
approximately  5,000  Canadians 
between  the  ages  of  18-24  were 
contacted  by  telephone  and  they 
were  asked  questions  relating  to 
post-secondary  education.  The 
study  focused  on  three  main  areas: 
access  to  post-secondary  education, 
persistence  to  post-secondary  edu- 
cation and  financing  of  post-second- 
ary education.  Access  refers  to  the 
factors  that  influence  a  high  school 
student's  decision  to  pursue  further 
education.  Persistence  examines  the 


variables  that  cause  a  student  to 
discontinue  with  his/her  program. 
Finally,  financing  looks  at  the  ways  a 
student  pays  for  his/her  education. 

Concerning  access  to  post-second- 
ary education,  there  is  no  single  de- 
termining factor  to  predict  whether 
a  student  will  go  on  to  university 
or  college  or  not.  In  fact,  there  are 
a  variety  of  factors  that  will  influ- 
ence that  decision.  These  include 
academics,  parents'  expectations, 
their  level  of  education  and  financial 
situation  at  home.  Gender  seems  to 
play  a  role  as  well. 

The  study  shows  that  67  per  cent 
of  young  women  go  on  to  higher  edu- 
cation compared  with  57  per  cent  of 


young  males.  As  well,  two-thirds  of 
the  students  who  go  on  to  a  univer- 
sity or  college  education  have  good 
academic  standings  in  high  school, 
i.e.  80  per  cent  or  more,  while  only 
one-third  of  them  have  grades  that 
are  below  70  per  cent.  The  financial 
situation  at  home  is  also  a  major 
influence.  Those  with  family  earn- 
ings of  $80,000  and  up  are  more 
likely  to  pursue  further  education. 
However,  that  number  dwindles  as 
family  income  decreases.  Further- 
more, parents'  education  level  and 
expectations  significantly  contribute 
to  the  overall  access  of  post-second- 

See/f/(7/onpage3 


Black  scholars  come  together 
under  the  same  banner  for  rally 


by  NAOMI  FANCE 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Getting  to  university  can  be  hard 
work.  For  the  black  youth  of  To- 
ronto, the  challenges  are  multi- 
plied, and  that  is  what  the  partici- 
pants in  the  Rally  for  Awareness 
were  bringing  attention  to  on 
Wednesday. 

Addressing  the  crowd  of  stu- 
dents from  York,  Ryerson,  U  of  T 
and  local  high  schools,  organizer 
Amelia  Phillips  stated,  "we  are 
showing  the  critical  mass  of  black 
students  at  university  to  encour- 
age black  youth  about  where  they 


can  be...  they  have  real  power 
and  possibilities." 

Phillips  wanted  the  event  to 
help  dispel  "the  myths  that  are 
overwhelming  present  in  media 
and  in  schools." 

One  statistic  that  Phillips 
shared  with  the  crowd  was  that 
3.1  per  cent  of  African-Canadian 
men  have  Master's  degrees,  which 
is  more  than  the  Canadian  popula- 
tion as  a  whole.  Also,  one  in  five 
African-Canadians  is  enrolled  in 
university  or  has  a  bachelor's  de- 
gree, which  at  20  per  cent,  is  the 
same  rate  as  the  Canadian  popula- 
tion as  a  whole.  "In  2003  we  have 


done  some  great  things  in  the  way 
of  education,"  She  said. 

There  were  various  speakers 
and  entertainers  outside  of  the 
Koffler  Centre  and  then  later  on 
along  the  march  through  the 
downtown  area  to  Queen's  Park 
North.  One  of  them  was  U  of 
T  English  professor  and  poet 
George  Elliot  Clarke,  who  read  a 
poem  and  discussed  his  personal 
experience  of  being  a  high  school 
student  in  Halifax  who  was  en- 
couraged to  go  to  school  by  a  fam- 
ily friend,  despite  his  fear  of  doing 

See  A'  I  A/. }  on  page  4 


KARA  DILLON 

Front  and  center:  Amelia  Phillips  of  the  Black  Student's  Association 
addresses  a  group  at  the  Rally  for  Awareness. 
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HART HOUSE  ^ 


Upvtrsitpj  Toronto 


Monday,  September  29 


lit  &  Lib  presents  Book  Club!  Meet  new  people.  Enjoy  something  NOT  a  textbook.  Book  to 
be  chosen  by  group.  7piT!  in  the  Hart  House  Library. 

Wednesday,  October  1 

Midday  Mosaics  -  12noon  in  the  Music  Room. 

BUZZWORD  ~  lApm  in  the  Map  Room,  fiteet  and  greet  new  friends  over  free  coffee,  tea, 
and  biscotti. 

Debating  Club-i-opm.  New  members  welcome! 

Camera  Club's  Exposed-  First  social  event,  6pm.  Share  your  photos  or  just  meet  other 
club  members. 

Thursday,  October  2 

Chess  Club  -  Deadline  for  Pan-Am  Intercollegiate  Chess  Qualifier  for  those  possessing  a 
rating  of  al  least  2100  from  the  Chess  Federation  of  Canada,  5pm.  NB:  there  is  a  new 
format  and  new  regulations  for  this  year's  qualifier.  'Weekend  tournament  of  five  rounds 
will  be  held  Fri.  Oct.  3  -  Sun.  Oct,  5.  Rules  available  in  the  Rotunda  at  Hart  House,  mor- 
gon.mi!is@utoronto.ca 

Investment  Club  Speaker  Series  -  John  Propper  speaks  about  "Investing:  The  Top  Five 

Principles",  Gpm  in  the  East  Common  Room.  Free.  Refreshments.  Passport  Event. 

Lit  &  Lib  Reading  teatms  Alison  Smith,  Adam  Getty  and  Triny  Finlay.  7:30pm  in  the  Hart 

House  Ubrany.  Free.  Ail  vv-eicome.  Passport  Event. 

DlHite-%m  to  midnight  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Licensed.  No  cover.  AH  weicoine. 

Friday,  October  3 

Social  Justice  Committee  Meeting  and  Elections,  3:30pm  in  the  South  Dining  Room. 
Chess  Club's  Weekend  Pan-Am  Intercollegiate  Qualifier  Oct.  3  -  Oct.  5.  Rounds  begin 
at  5:30  pm  on  Oct.  3,  10  am  on  Oct.  4  and  3  pm  Oct.  5.  I^evv  format  and  regulations. 
Rules  available  in  the  Rotunda  at  Hart  House,  morgon.mills@utoronio.ca 
Jazz  at  Oscar's  featuring  the  Jazz  All  Stars  with  Keisha  Wint  from  Canadian  idol!  9pm  to 
midnight  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Licensed.  No  cover.  All  welcome. 

Upcoming 

Graduate  Committee's  TRIVIA  CHALLENGE-  Wed.  Oct.  15.  Tickets  at  the  Hail  Porter's 
Desk  415.978.2452.  Open  to  alumni  members,  recent  grads  and  students  of  Uofl.  $15 
aiumni  members  and  UofT  Alumni/$10  students. 

Cider  'n'Song  at  Hart  House  Farm  -  Sat.  Oct.  18.  iViaHe  cider,  hiking,  sauna,  baseball, 
soccer.  Lunch  and  dinner.  Buses  leave  Hart  House  10:30am,  Depart  from  Farm  7pm. 
Tickets  before  Thurs.  Oct,16  $24  with  bus  .$19  v-vithout:  after  Oct,  6  $29  v^ith  bus  $24 
without.  Tickets  at  Hall  Porter's  Desk.  Families  &  children  welcome.  Children's  rates 
available.  (Please  register  early.) 

ADVANCE  SALES 

Wed.  Oct.  15  TRIVIA  CHALLEMGE  pmen\'26  by  the  Graduate  Committee.  Refreshments. 
Cash  Bar,  Hot  and  Cold  Hors  d'oeuvres.  dessert  table  and  great  prizes.  Mix  and  mingle, 
test  your  trivia  knowledge.  {6pm  reception,  7pni  Challenge),  Great  Hail.  Purchase  your 
tickets  in  person  at  the  Hall  Porter's  Desk  or  call  416.978.2452.  Open  to  alumni  mem- 
bers, recent  grads  and  students  of  UofT.  $15  alumni  members  and  UofT  A!umni/$10  stu- 
dents. 

The  Graduate  Committee  DINNER  SERIES  2003-2004  -  6  extraordinary  Wednesday 
evenings  with  outstanding  speakers.  Oct.  22  ~  Lin  Whitman,  "The  Renaissance  of  the 
Guild  Inn".  Nov.  19  William  Humphries,  "Canada's  Role  to  Preserve  and  Open  the 
Coiiections  of  the  Hermitage",  Dec,  3  -  Claudia  Hepburn,  "Educational  Choices  for 
Ontario".  Jan.  14  -  Christopher  Moore,  "Confederation  Politics",  Feb.  11  -  The  Honourable 
Flora  MacOonaid,  "Peace  Through  Negotiation",  Mar.  11-  Brock  Fenton,  "Bats  and  the 
Environment".  Series  packages  available  at  the  Membership  Services  Office 
416.978.4732.  Single  tickets;  Aiumni  members/guests  $45,  U  of  T  students  $25. 
The  Gallery  Club  Committee  2003  WINE  SEMINAR  SERIES.  Thursday  evenings  with  expert 
Lloyd  Evans  of  "The  Case  for  Wine":  Nov.  6  Sauyignon  Blanc.  Nov.  13  Zinfandels,  Nov.  20 
Maibec  V^ines  from  Argentina  and  France.  Series  tickets  only  Alumni  members/guests 
$80,  U  of  T  students  $60.  Tickets  available  at  the  Membership  Services  Office,  1st  floor 
or  call  416  978-4732. 

ART  416.978.8398 

TheJustina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery-  "The  Male  as  Muse:  The  influence  of  the  Masculine 
Mamstream  of  Women  Artists  of  the  1920s  to  1940s".  Runs  to  Oct.  2. 
The  Arbor  Room-  Jacek  Gwizdka.  Photographs.  Runs  to  Oct.  19. 

ATHLETICS  416.978.2447 

Register  in  the  Membership  Services  Office  for  Golf  Clinics  in  the  Hart  House  Golf 
Cage,  Beginner  and  Intermediate  classes  offered  with  class  A  professional  instructor, 
Jenniter  Kimmons. 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  Office:  416.978.8668 

vftvw  harthousetheatre.ca 
Discover  off-Broadway  on-campus.  Order  your  3Play  {$36/$30)  subscription  and  get  one 
free  ticket  to  THE  IBSEN  PROJECT-  three  Ibsen  plays,  three  evenings,  three  star-studded 
professional  casts  directed  by  John  Neville  and  Graham  Cozzubbo. 
One  week  only:  Oct  24-26  (Fri-Sun)  at  8pm.  $25/$15  students  &  seniors. 
Oct  24  -  Little  Eyolf,  Oct  25  -  John  Gabriel  Borkman.  Oct  26  -  When  We  Dead  Awaken 
Best  value  -  take  advantage  of  our  3Play  subscription!  Call  for  details. 
Nov  13-22.  the  Toronto  Premiere  of  Lorena  Gale's  ANGELIQUE,  directed  by  Eric  Rose. 

GET  THE  NEWS  ON  RADIO 

Tune  in  to  BEYOND  THE  CLASSROOM,  a  weekly  radio  show  on  ClUT  89.5F!Vi  that  highlights 
Hart  House  programmes  and  upcoming  events  Tuesdays  from  12  noon  to  1:00p  m. 


OUSe  University  of  Toronto 

^^^^^^^^M    7  Hart  House  Circle,  Toronto  MSS  3H3,  Ontario 
Phone:4i  6.978.2452  -<vwv/.harthouse.utoronto.ca 


Nuclear  family?  Hart  House 
debates  missile  defense 


by  JAMES  HUGHES 


It  was  standing  room  only  on 
Thursday  at  a  formal  debate  hosted 
by  the  Hart  House  Debating  Club. 
The  topic  of  Canada's  involvement 
with  U.S.  missile  defense  drew  a 
spirited  crowd  ready  to  hear  op- 
posing sides  of  the  issue  debated  in 
the  Canadian  Parliamentary  style. 
For  the  uninitiated,  debate  in  the 
Canadian  Parliamentary  style  in- 
volves four  debaters  being  divided 
into  two  teams.  The  first  team 
represents  the  Government,  and 
its  members  assume  the  roles  of 
Prime  Minister  and  Minister  of  the 
Crown.  The  second  team  embodies 
the  Opposition,  and  its  members 
take  on  the  role  of  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  and  Minister  of  the 
Opposition.  After  an  obligatory  dis- 
claimer about  turning  off  those  cell 
phones  and  respecting  everyone's 
feelings  from  the  Speaker  of  the 
House,  Melanie  Tharamangalam, 
the  debate  got  under  way  at  about 
7:40  p.m. 

Aaron  Rousseau,  assigned  the 
role  of  PM,  set  the  tone  for  the 
discussion  with  a  seven-minute, 
opening  speech  highlighting  the 
need  for  Canada  to  sign  on  to  an 
American  missile  defense  strat- 
egy. He  briskly  outlined  the  main 
reasons  Canada  should  participate 
in  the  program,  starting  with  the 
proclamation  that  Canada  may 
come  under  attack  from  a  rogue 
state  with  ballistic  missile  technol- 
ogy. He  grouped  Canada  with  the 
United  States  politically,  pointing 
out  that  many  extremist  regimes 
don't  discern  between  our  two  gov- 
ernments. He  stressed  the  need  to 
get  involved  in  our  own  defense. 

Rahool  Agarwal  responded  as 
the  Minister  of  Opposition.  The  fo- 
cus of  his  speech  centered  on  Can- 


ada's commitment  to  international 
law  and  human  security,  and  how 
Canada  would  be  abandoning  both 
by  participating  in  the  American 
program.  He  argued  that  Canada 
would  be  casting  off  a  foreign  pol- 
icy in  place  for  decades  by  becom- 
ing involved  in  missile  defense,  and 
that  doing  so  would  be  declaring  to 
the  world  that  Canada  considers 
the  proliferation  of  nuclear  weap- 
ons acceptable. 

Joanne  Langille  got  the  chance  to 
counter  the  opposition  in  her  role 
as  Minster  of  the  Crown,  Her  rebut- 
tal dealt  with  the  negative  political 
consequences  of  not  participating 
in  the  program,  and  how  already 
strained  relations  between  Canada 
and  the  U.S.  will  deteriorate  as  a 
result  of  abstaining  from  missile 
defense.  She  mercilessly  satirized 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
much  to  the  delight  of  the  crowd, 
and  cavalierly  avowed  that  getting 
involved  in  missile  defense  will  not 
constitute  aggression  on  behalf  of 
either  Canada  or  the  United  States. 

Michael  Kotrly's  speech  was  one 
of  the  highlights  of  the  evening.  In 
it,  he  questioned  whether  National 
Missile  Defense  was  even  logisti- 
cally  possible,  and  he  accused  the 
government  of  "taking  a  wiz  on 
the  Anti-Ballistic  Missile  Treaty  of 
1972."  In  playing  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  he  questioned  why 
Canada  would  get  involved  in  an 
undertaking  that  other  countries, 
such  as  Russia,  have  written  off 
as  futile. 

After  the  teams  concluded  their 
arguments,  individuals  from  the 
audience  were  invited  to  the  floor 
to  support  the  Government,  the 
Opposition,  or  to  present  another 
point  of  view.  Rory  Mckeown, 
another  debater  in  the  club,  and 
Robert  Tuskey,  a  senior  member  of 


Hart  House,  both  spoke  on  behalf 
of  the  Government.  Ariel  Court,  a 
peace  activist,  and  Evan  Thomas, 
a  first-year  law  student  aided  the 
Opposition  with  their  words. 

The  evening  ended  on  a  sober 
note  with  Nobel  Laureate  Dr  John 
Polanyi  addressing  the  crowd. 
Dr.  Polanyi  stressed  that  with  a 
price  tag  of  approximately  a  tril- 
lion dollars,  any  missile  defense 
program  was  not  worth  the  cost 
to  taxpayers.  He  asserted  that  the 
United  States  is  mainly  interested 
in  Canada  lending  legitimacy  to  the 
program  by  agreeing  to  participate 
in  it.  He  reiterated  that  Canada 
shouldn't  feel  compelled  to  sup- 
port the  program  because  it  failed 
to  support  the  war  in  Iraq.  His 
eloquent  words  may  have  spurred 
those  in  the  crowd  to  throw  their 
support  behind  the  Opposition. 
When  the  members  of  the  audience 
were  asked  to  vote  for  either  the 
Government  or  the  Opposition  by 
leaving  through  a  specified  exit, 
the  Opposition  garnered  91  votes 
and  the  Government  just  eight. 

Langille,  who  is  also  the  Commu- 
nications Director  for  the  Debates 
Committee  was  pleased  with  the 
outcome  of  the  evening.  "The  aim 
of  the  club  is  to  promote  debate, 
discussion,  and  the  analysis  of 
ideas  and  problems  through  formal 
debates,"  she  said.  She  felt  this  de- 
bate was  a  way  of  promoting  these 
aims.  She  says  the  topic  of  missile 
defense  was  chosen  because  of  the 
guest  speaker's  research  interests, 
and  because  it  is  a  topical  issue 
that  is  currently  before  the  govern- 
ment and  the  Canadian  people.  The 
debate  club  meets  on  Tuesdays  at 
7:00  p.m.  and  Wednesdays  at  4:00 
p.m.  at  Hart  House,  and  Langille 
encouraged  all  to  come  out  and  get 
involved. 


Correction 


In  the  Sept.  23  issue  of  the  Varsity.  Dr.  Muhammed  Naeem's  age  was  incorrectly  given  to  be  54  years.  He  is  in  fact  34. 
The  person  in  a  photograph  accompanying  the  article  was  incorrectly  identified  as  Naeem.  The  photo  was  actually  of 
lawyer  Arif  Raza. 


the  2004  Awards  of 


EXCELLENCE 


UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Applications  are  now  being  accepted  for  the: 


ADEL  S.  SEDRA 

DimNGUISHED  GRADUATE  AWABD 

A  prize  of  up  to  $25,000  is  awarded  to  a  graduate  student  who  demonstrates 
outstanding  academic  achievement  and  extra-curricular  leadership. 

Students  must  be  registered  and  in  good  standing  in  the  second  or  third  year  of  a 
doctoral  program  at  the  University  of  Toronto. 


Application  Deadline:  Monday,  December  1 , 2003, 5  p.m. 


For  further  information  or  application  forms,  please  contact 
the  Division  of  University  Advancement,].  Robert  S.  Prichard  Aiumiji  House,      t  t  t"  A  A 
2!  King's  College  Circle,  3rd  Floor. Tel:  (416)  978-6536  or  e-mail  linda.weils@utorontc.ca 
Information  and  application  forms  are  also  available  at  www.alumni.utoronto.ca 


new$@thevarsity.ca 


News 


Students  cram  in  for 
Career  Day 


bvYONGTAING 


Hundreds  of  well-dressed  stu- 
dents lined  the  halls  of  University 
College  this  past  Thursday  with 
a  common  goal — to  get  a  job.  U 
of  T's  Career  Centre  held  its  16'" 
annual  career  information  day, 
but  students  who  arrived  an  hour 
after  the  doors  opened  at  11  a.m. 
were  greeted  to  an  unwelcome 
surprise,  a  lineup  stretching 
more  than  150  students  long. 

"It's  ridiculous,"  exclaimed 
Yoyo  Pui  Man  Chu,  a  political 
science  student  in  her  final  year. 
"I  came  here  to  speak  to  one 
specific  company,  and  I  have  to 
wait  in  line.  It's  a  huge  waste  of 
my  time." 

U  of  T's  large  student  body  at- 
tracted 45  companies  in  search 
of  a  variety  of  new  hires,  from 
computer  programmers  to  con- 
sultants. Notable  companies  in- 
cluded Microsoft,  Hydro  One  and 
IBM.  With  such  a  wide  variety  of 
companies  to  choose  from,  most 
students  were  willing  to  wait  in 
line. 

"When  I  got  here  (the  line)  was 


moving  pretty  fast,"  said  Mark, 
a  fourth-year  computer  science 
student.  "Its  my  chance  to  talk 
to  companies  and  try  to  get  my 
foot  in  the  door,  give  my  resume 
and  try  to  develop  some  contacts. 
Especially  these  days,  any  job  is 
something  to  hold  on  to." 

Other  students  were  lucky 
enough  to  find  friends  in  line, 
much  to  the  chagrin  of  the  others 
behind  them. 

"I  found  some  friends  and  got 
in  line  with  them,"  said  Andrew, 
a  fourth-year  computer  science 
student.  "If  I  didn't  know  anyone 
in  line  I'd  be  at  the  end  of  the 
hallway." 

Many  of  the  students  in  line  got 
an  opportunity  to  catch  up  on 
reading  or  socialize  with  friends. 
But  a  few  students  chose  to  leave 
the  line  altogether. 

"1  don't  know  what  they  were 
thinking,  especially  with  the 
double  cohort,"  remarked  Mitch, 
a  fourth-year  economics  student 
who  returned  from  a  year  of 
internship.  "With  the  number  of 
students  here  this  year,  I'm  sur- 
prised that  they  didn't  organize 
this  better.  The  event's  only  four 


hours  long  and  there  are  a  lot  of 
students  who  aren't  even  gradu- 
ating in  line." 

Once  inside  the  exhibit  area, 
students  struggled  to  move  freely 
in  the  east  and  west  halls  of  Uni- 
versity College.  With  a  capacity  of 
just  over  800  persons,  both  halls 
were  equally  crowded. 

"I  was  standing  for  a  few  min- 
utes just  trying  to  get  out  of 
there.  It  was  too  crowded,"  com- 
mented Simon  Lam,  a  first-year 
graduate  student. 

Kathy  Fellowes,  one  of  the 
event  coordinators,  explained 
the  situation.  "We  would  much 
rather  have  a  lineup  to  get  in  and 
a  crowded  (exhibit)  area,  than  no- 
body here  at  all.  It's  a  testament 
to  the  awareness  of  the  students 
and  the  caliber  of  the  employers 
here. 

"We're  aware  that  the  space 
is  small,  but  rooms  are  hard  to 
come  by  these  days,  and  moving 
the  event  off  campus  would  raise 
the  cost  for  the  employers.  We're 
very  proud  to  charge  the  lowest 
price  in  the  province,  amongst 
the  universities,  to  our  employ- 
ers." 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 

Career  Day  Chaos:  throngs  of  students  check  out  booths  Thursday 


The  employers  expressed 
mixed  feelings  toward  the  event. 
A  few  representatives  commented 
on  the  lack  of  space  available  to 


talk  to  students  and  walk  around, 
but  enjoyed  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  crowd.  One  employer  offered 
the  idea  of  having  it  outside. 
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ary  education. 

The  main  reason  for  the  drop 
according  to  the  PEPS  is  the  'lack 
of  fit'  with  either  programs  or  post- 
secondary  education  in  general. 
It  means  that  students  who  dis- 
continue with  their  programs  are 
either  disinterested  in  what  they 
are  learning,  confused  about  what 
they  want  to  do,  or  conflicted  be- 
cause of  programs  changes  and  re- 
quirements. 29  per  cent  of  students 
give  the  lack  of  financial  support  as 
their  reason  for  dropping  out  of 
school.  Some  say  they  needed  to 
work  and  others  say  they  could  not 
find  a  loan  to  pay  for  tuition. 

Well  over  half  of  the  students  sur- 
veyed— 77  per  cent  of  them — say 
summer  jobs  and  other  employ- 
ment earnings  help  them  to  pay  for 
academic  and  living  expenses  once 
they  are  in  post-secondary  educa- 
tion. 58  per  cent  of  them  rely  on 
family  support  and  36  per  cent  rely 
on  scholarships,  bursaries,  grants 
and  other  non-repayable  sources. 
The  study  also  shows  that  44  per 
cent  of  students  apply  for  loans 
from  the  government  and  of  those 
who  applied,  79  per  cent  of  them 
receive  the  money.  Only  14  per 
cent  borrow  money  from  banks. 

Regarding  employment  earn- 
ings prior  to  the  academic  year, 
the  median  amount  saved  by  stu- 
dents is  $2,500  and  $3,000  during 
the  academic  year.  'Free'  money 
from  family  and  others  amounts 
to  $2,000  and  scholarships  and 
other  grants  contribute  $1,600. 
PEPS  also  reveals  that  the  average 
full-time  university  student  spends 
more  than  $11,200  per  year  while 
a  full-time  college  student  spends 
approximately  $9,330. 

Though  these  are  only  aver- 
ages and  medians,  which  by  no 
means  can  be  taken  at  face  value, 
it  nevertheless  makes  one  wonder 
how  students  are  able  to  finance 
their  way  through  post-secondary 
education. 


Picking  up  the  pieces 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 


Left:  NDP  political  candidate  and  Associate  of  Part-time  Undergraduate  Students  (APUS)  representative  Murphy 
Browne  (left)  stumps  from  the  steps  of  Simcoe  Hall  on  Thursday  while  the  Graduate  Student  Union's  (GSU)  Kelly 
Holloway  makes  sure  the  message  is  carried  loud  and  clear.  Despite  a  mandate  to  unite  students  from  U  of  T, 
Ryerson,  York  and  other  GTA  institutions,  the  Rally  for  Education  was  sparsely  attended.  The  timing  of  the  no- 
show  was  especially  disappointing,  as  the  looming  provincial  election  and  recently  released  tuition  figures  from 
Statscan  (see  front  page)  had  once  again  put  the  costs  of  post-secondary  education  in  the  spotlight. 


4    Monday,  September  29, 2003 


News 


news@thevarsity.ca 


Art  show  melee  leads  to  campus 
ban,  claims  of  police  brutality 


by  DAVID  SHIGA 
VARSITY  STAFF 


A  university  alumnus  was  arrested 
at  an  art  showing  at  University  Col- 
lege on  Tuesday. 

Salvador  Vizcaya,  who  obtained 
his  Master's  in  Education  from 
U  of  T  in  1997,  was  charged  with 
trespassing  after  an  altercation 
involving  the  U  of  T  police  at  the 
university  art  center,  located  at  Uni- 
versity College. 

Vizcaya  showed  up  at  the  art  cen- 
tre for  the  public  opening  of  a  new 
exhibition  featuring  sound  artists 
called  "See  Hear!"  which  had  been 
advertised  in  Now  magazine. 

In  an  interview,  Vizcaya  expressed 
bafflement  as  to  why  he  was  not  only 
refused  entry,  but  also  arrested  and 
charged  with  trespassing. 

"We've  had  problems,  as  have 
many  art  galleries  in  Toronto,  with 
groups  of  people  who  just  come 
to  drink  the  wine  and  so  on,"  said 
Niamh  O'Laoghaire,  the  art  centre's 
director.  According  to  O'Laoghaire, 
some  of  these  people  have  harassed 
other  attendees  in  the  past. 

She  added  that  U  of  T  is  techni- 
cally private  property  and  "all  event 
holders  have  the  right  to  choose 
who  they  wish  to  enter.  We  just  said, 
'it's  a  private  event  and  you're  not 
invited.'" 

When  staff  refused  to  let  him  in, 
Vizcaya  demanded  to  speak  to  the 
director.  When  the  director  did  not 


HONDA  BUSS 

Hand  of  Justice:  Salvador  Vizcaya,  who  does  not  want  his  identity  re- 
vealed, was  banned  from  campus  after  an  incident  at  a  UC  art  show. 


appear,  art  centre  staff  say  he  be- 
came aggressive. 

A  U  of  T  police  officer  was  there 
at  the  time  and  called  for  backup.  At 
that  point,  Vizcaya  says  he  tried  to 
leave,  but  the  police  arrested  him 
on  the  spot  and  released  him  off- 
campus. 

Vizcaya  was  told  he  could  plead 
guilty  and  pay  a  fine  for  trespassing 
or  .stand  trial  for  the  charge.  He  says 
he  intends  to  take  it  to  trial.  In  the 
meantime,  he's  been  banned  from 
the  U  of  T  campus  altogether. 

Vizcaya  said  he's  attended  open- 
ings at  the  centre  before  without 
any  problem,  including  one  in  May. 


"1  work  during  the  day,"  he  said. 
"That's  why  I  go  to  the  openings, 
because  they're  open  later." 

He  suggested  that  art  centre  staff 
discriminated  against  him  because 
he  looks  "vaguely  middle-eastern" 
and  his  skin  tone  is  "a  few  shades 
darker." 

Vizcaya  filed  a  complaint  at  the 
Toronto  Police's  52  division  against 
the  U  of  T  police  who  arrested  him, 
which  was  dismissed. 

"It's  the  old  story:  good  cop,  bad 
cop,"  said  Vizcaya.  "I  had  some  bad 
luck  with  some  bad  cops  this  after- 
noon. 1  don't  believe  all  U  of  T  cops 
are  as  bad  as  them." 
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so  and  his  family's  lack  of  money. 
"We  do  not  have  an  egalitarian 
society  and  we  never  did,"  said 
Clarke,  "Education  allows  you  to 
advance  the  struggle." 

Prominent  Toronto  lawyer 
Charles  Roach  addressed  racism 
in  Canadian  culture  and  the  hope 
that  young  black  activists  could 
bring  to  the  fight  against  it.  Roach 
told  the  students  "You  will  be  rev- 
olutionary intellectuals.  That  is 
my  hope  for  you."  He  also  quoted 
Che  Guevera;  "The  most  sacred  of 
the  virtues  is  the  struggle  against 
imperialism  wherever  it  is  found." 

Many  of  the  students  present 
also  had  opportunities  to  share 
their  personal  stories.  "Systemic 


racism  is  one  of  the  factors  keep- 
ing black  youth  out  of  university" 
said  Kai  James  of  the  National 
Society  of  Black  Engineers  and 
member  of  the  Black  Student  As- 
sociation at  U  of  T.  James  referred 
to  the  racial  profiling  of  black 
students  in  high  school  that  in- 
cluded streaming  students  from 
the  Caribbean  into  ESL  classes. 
"Students  are  being  streamed  into 
general  classes  and  this  is  limit- 
ing their  options  later  on." 

Behind  a  banner  that  read  "Ral- 
ly for  Awareness"  the  students 
marched  through  the  streets 
chanting  slogans  and  made  their 
way  to  Queen's  Park  North  spread- 
ing their  message  of  inspiration. 


Notice  of  Election:  Varsity  Opinions  Editor 

The  Varsity  will  elect  a  new  Opinions  Editor  on  October  14,  2003.  All  Varsity 
staff  members  are  eligible  to  run  and  vote  in  the  election.  If  you  have  made 
six  or  more  contributions  between  May  1,  2002  and  the  present  you  qualify 
as  Varsity  staff.  To  nominate  yourself,  send  an  email  to  ceo@thevarsity.ca 
and  editor@thevarsity.ca  before  5  pm  on  Friday,  October  10. 


Varsity  open  house,  Thurs  Oct.  4 

Writers  new  and  old  are  invited  to  the  Varsity's  open  house  on 
Thursday,  October  4,  4-8  pm.  Come  to  meet  the  editors,  to  learn  about 
writing  opportunities  this  year,  and  to  chat  with  other  writers. 


Wanted:  UTM  Bureau  Chief 

The  Varsity  is  looking  for  a  dedicated  individual  to  report  on  UTM  news.  If 
you  can  write  well  and  are  a  UTM  student,  contact  us  at  editor@thevarsity.ca 
or  call  416-946-7600. 


tuition  hikes 
&  service  cuts... 

ontano  is  in  last 
place  when  it  comes  to 
funding  higher 
education 


don't  our  stui 

deserve  better" 

make  post-secondary  funding 
a  priority  this  election. 

fire  ernie  eves. 


October  2,  2003 


Tomorrow's  professionals 
apply  today! 


Apply  on-line! 


OMSAS  wvvw.ouac.on.co/omsas/ 
Ontorio  Medical  School  Application  Service 
October  8,  2003 

Last  day  for  registering  for  on-line  oppiicotions 
October  1 5,  2003  Application  deadline 


OLSAS  www.ouoc.on.ca/oisos/ 
Ontario  Low  School  Application  Service 
November  3,  2003  Application  deadiine—first-year 
May  3,  2004  Application  deadline — upper  years 


TEAS  wwv/.ouac.on.co/teas/ 
Teactier  Education  Application  Sen/ice 
December  1 ,  2003  Application  deadline 


ORPAS  www.ouac.on.ca/orpas/ 
Ontario  Retiobilitotion  Sciences  Programs 
Application  Service 
(Audiology,  Occupational  Therapy, 
Physical  Therapy/Physiotherapy, 
Speech-Language  Pathology) 
January  15,  2004  Applicotion  deadline 


ONTARIO  UNIVERSITIES' APPLICATION  CENTRE 

CENTRE  DE  DEMANDE  D'ADMISSION 
AUX  UNIVERSITES  DE  L'ONTARIO 

170  Research  Lane,  Guelph.  Ontario  NIG  5E2  www.ouac.on.ca 
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Canadian  Alliance  MP  leads  charge  against 
date  rape  drugs,  sees  them  as  yeadly  weapons' 


bvAMYSMITHERS 


Canadian  Member  of  Parliament 
James  Moore  is  taking  a  stand 
against  a  weapon  that  is  far 
too  close  to  student  life  at  U  of 
T.  Though  not  conventionally 
considered  a  weapon,  date  rape 
drugs  are  being  used  on  and  off 
campus  all  over  North  America. 
Moore  intends  to  change  the  con- 
ventional perspective  by  present- 
ing a  bill  that  will  have  the  drugs 
classified  as  dangerous  weapons 
in  Canada's  Criminal  Code.  In  his 
Sept.  23  member's  statement, 
Moore  stated  "date  rape  drugs 
have  become  a  violent  weapon 
used  to  victimize  women  in  cow- 
ardly assaults.  It  is  long  overdue 
for  the  government  to  act."  Moore 
began  his  research  about  date 
rape  drugs  some  time  ago,  with 
his  first  news  release  and  presen- 
tation to  the  House  of  Commons 
dated  early  June  of  this  year. 

Consider  the  hypothetical 
situation  posed  here:  a  woman 
outside  a  club  or  party  is  hit  over 
the  head  with  a  baseball  bat  and 
raped  while  unconscious.  Now 
replace  that  bat  with  a  little  white 
pill  slipped  into  an  unsuspecting 
woman's  drink.  She  too  is  raped 
while  she  is  barely  conscious. 
With  the  same  act  of  violation 
committed  against  both  victims, 
is  this  pill  not  considered  a 
weapon?  Moore,  of  the  Cana- 
dian Alliance  party,  believes  that 


Rohypnol,  GHB,  and  other  date 
rape  drugs  are  indeed  dangerous 
weapons,  and  he  is  working  to 
have  them  classified  in  the  Crimi- 
nal Code  as  such. 

The  date  rape  drug  topic  often 
doesn't  hit  close  enough  to  home 
to  be  noticed  or  fully  under- 
stood. Watch  your  drink  being 
poured  and  never  leave  it  alone, 
partygoers  are  told.  But  with  ap- 
proximately one  out  of  every  four 
women  being  assaulted  at  some 
time  in  her  life,  and  many  of  these 
cases  related  to  date  rape,  these 
idle  warnings  just  don't  seem  to 
be  enough.  "It's  just  like  ether 
and  a  rag  [being  held  over  some- 
one's face],"  says  Ben  Milam, 
co-coordinator  of  U  of  T's  Sexual 
Education  and  Peer  Counselling 
Centre.  "The  only  difference  is 
that  it's  less  invasive." 

Following  in  the  footsteps  of 
Carleton  University's  recent 
demonstration  to  support  the 
bill,  U  of  T's  Canadian  Alliance 
Campus  Group  will  be  launching 
a  petition  drive  for  the  support 
of  Moore's  bill  at  the  beginning 
of  October.  The  Alliance  Cam- 
pus Group  is  involved  in  raising 
awareness  of  political  issues  like 
the  criminalization  of  date  rape 
drugs. 

Says  group  member  Gordon 
Aitchison-Drake,  "It's  certainly 
a  direction  that  the  party  hasn't 
really  taken  before,  in  the  sense 
that  it's  an  element  of  law  and 


order  that  I  think  most  parties 
generally  tend  to  shy  away  from. 
I  think  James  Moore  is  taking 
up  this  endeavour  because  he 
himself  is  young  and  only  out  of 
university  a  few  years."  Aitchi- 
son-Drake adds  that  the  bill 
endeavours  not  only  to  make  Ro- 
hypnol and  GHB  legally  listed  as 


dangerous  weapons,  but  also  to 
establish  task  forces,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  RCMP,  that  will  col- 
lect evidence  on  the  use  of  date 
rape  drugs.  "We  can  develop  a 
real  national  strategy  to  combat 
this  problem.  To  criminalize  it, 
not  just  as  a  drug  like  cocaine, 
but  as  a  real  weapon  used  to  vic- 


timize people." 

Whether  or  not  Moore's  bill  is 
passed  and  even  after,  univer- 
sity students  will  have  to  pay 
attention  to  their  friends  and  to 
their  drinks.  Being  alert  and  well 
informed  is  the  only  way  to  pro- 
tect oneself  from  the  potential 
dangers  of  date  rape  drugs. 


HONDA  BUSS 

Drugs  such  as  Rohypnol  and  GHB  have  always  been  on  the  campus  radar,  now  Ottawa  is  listening. 
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I  ARBOR  I 


GOVERNING  COUNCIL 
BY-ELECTION  2003 

CALL  FOR  NOMINATIONS 


Nominations  Open: 

9:00  am  Monday,  September  29,  2003 

Nominations  Close: 

12;00  noon  Friday,  October  10,  2003 

Position  Available: 

1  Part-time  undergraduate  student: 

Nomination  Forms 

Available  starting  9:00  a.m.  September  29, 2003 
on  the  Governing  Council  web-site: 
www.utoronto.ca/qovcncl/ 

And  from: 

Office  of  tlie  Governing  Council,  Room  106, 
Simcoe  Hall 
Registrar's  Office,  UTIVl 
Registrar's  Office,  UTSC 

Questions? 

Contact  the  Chief  Returning  Officer  at 
416-978-8427  or  c.ol<e(8)utoronto.ca 


Work  of  the  Governing  Council: 

The  Governing  Council  is  composed  of  50 
members,  including  the  President,  Chancellor, 
16  government  appointees,  12  teaching  staff, 
8  alumni,  8  students,  2  administrative  staff 
and  2  presidential  appointees. 

As  the  senior  governing  body,  it  oversees 
the  academic,  business  and  student  affairs 
of  the  University.  Decisions  approved  by  the 
Governing  Council  affect  all  members  of  the 
University  community. 

The  Council  and  its  Boards  are  responsible 
for  approving: 

•  Academic  and  incidental  fees 

•  Establishment  of  new  academic  programs 

•  Admissions  and  awards  policies 

•  University's  budget  and  financial  matters 

•  Campus  planning  and  capital  projects 

•  Personnel  policies 

•  Campus  and  student  services 

•  Appointment  of  senior  administrators 

The  membership  of  the  Governing  Council 
should  reflect  the  diversity  of  the  University. 
Nominations  are,  therefore,  encouraged  from 
a  wide  variety  of  individuals. 


http://elections.utoronto.ca/ 


CALL  FOR  NOMINATIONS 


POLICY  AND  PROCEDURES:  SEXUAL  HARASSMENT 


You  are  invited  to  make  nominations  for  the  University  Hearing  Panel  and  the  University 
Appeals  Board.  The  Hearing  Panel  is  a  pool  of  thirty  university  community  members 
from  which  five  are  drawn  to  hear  and  decide  each  sexual  harassment  complaint  made 
under  the  Policy  and  Procedures:  Sexual  Harassment  (the  'Volic/').  The  Appeals 
Board  considers  appeals  from  decisions  of  the  Hearing  Panel. 

The  Policy  requires  that  the  President  invite  the  wider  university  community  to  make 
nominations,  having  regard  to  the  "general  good  judgment  and  fairness"  of  the  nominee. 

University  community  members  will  be  selected  for  the  Hearing  Panel  on  the  following 
basis:  eight  full  time  undergraduate  students;  four  part-time  undergraduate  students;  six 
graduate  students,  six  academic  staff  (including  librarians);  and  six  administrative  staff. 
A  further  five  members  of  the  university  community  will  be  selected  for  the  Appeals 
Board  on  the  following  basis:  one  undergraduate  student;  one  graduate  student;  one 
member  of  the  academic  staff  (including  librarians);  one  member  of  the  administrative 
staff;  and  a  lawyer. 

You  may  nominate  as  many  qualified  individuals  as  you  like  using  the  form  available 
at:  http://www.utoronto.ca/qovcncl/nominations.html/nominations.pdf.  All  nominations 
will  be  compiled  into  a  list  that  will  be  circulated  for  public  comment,  following  which  the 
appointments  will  be  made. 

Nominations  must  be  returned  in  confidence  by  5:00  p.m.  on  Monday,  October  13, 
2003  to: 


Office  of  Governing  Council 

27  King's  College  Circle,  Room  106 

Toronto,  ON  M5S  lAl 
Attention:  Judicial  Affairs  Officer. 

Fax:  (416)978-8182, 
Email:  goveming.council@utoronto.ca. 


the  2004  Awards  of 


EXCELLENCE 


UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


The  University  of  Toronto  Alumni  Association  invites  nominations  for  the: 


Faculty  Award:  $  1 ,000 

For  excellence  in  teaching,  research  and 
professional  endeavours. 

Joan  E.  Fouey  Quauty  of  Student 
Experience  Award:  $  1 ,000 

For'a  student,  alumnus/a,  administrative  staff 
or  faculty  member  who  has  made  a 
significant  contribution  to  improving  the 
quality  of  academic  or  extra-curricular 
student  life  on  campus. 


Chancellor's  Award:  $  1 ,000 

For  outstanding  contributions  by  an 
administrative  staff  member 

ludwk  and  estellc  jus  memorial 
Human  Rights  Prixe;  $1,500 

A  prize  recognizing  positive  and  lasting 
contributions  to  education  and  action  in  the 
fight  against  discrimination.  Faculty  staff  and 
students  may  be  noiminated  for  this  award 


Nomination  Deadline:  Monday,  December  i,  2003, 5  p.m. 


For  further  information  or  nomination  forms,  please  contact 
the  Division  of  University  Advancement,].  Robert  S.Prichard  Alumni  House,  ^ 
21  King's  College  Circle,  3rd  Floor. Tel:  (416)  978-6536  or  e-mail  linda.wells@utoronto.ca  V 

Information  and  nomination  forms  are  also  available  at  vwv/.alumni.utoronto.ca  **'asso<^"'^ 


the  2004  Awards  of 

^^^^^^^^ 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Nominations  are  now  being  accepted  for  the;? 


NORTHROP  FRYE  AWARDS 

The  University  ofToronto  Alumni  Association  is  pleased  once  again  to  join  the  Provost  in 
sponsoring  the  Northrop  Frye  Awards. 

One  individual  prize  ($2,000)  will  be  awarded  to  a  faculty  member  who  demonstrates 
innovative  and  exemplary  ways  of  linking  teaching  and  research. 

One  divisional  prize  ($6,000)  will  be  awarded  to  a  faculty  college,  school  or  department  for 
extraordinary  curriculum  innovation  aimed  at  strengthening  the  link  between  teaching  and  research. 


Nomination  Deadline:  Monday,  December  1 , 2003, 5  p.m. 


For  further  information  or  nomination  forms,  please  contact  ooc. 

*  "% 

the  Division  of  University  Advancement,  J.  Robert  S.  Prichard  Alumni  House,     ^  „; 

T  T  T^A  A 

2 1  King's  College  Circle,  3rd  Floor  Tel:  (4 1 6)  978-6536  or  e-mail  linda.weils@utoronto.ca    Y  ^ 


Information  and  nomination  forms  are  also  available  at  wvwv.alumni.utoronto.ca 


the  2004  Awards  of 


^  [EXCELLENCE  I 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Applications  are  now  being  accepted  for  the: 


John  H.  Moss  Scholarship 

A  prize  of  up  to  $  1 6,650  is  awarded  to  a  graduating  University  of  Toronto 
Arts  &  Science  student  v^ho  demonstrates  outstanding  academic 
achievement  and  extra-curricular  leadership. 


Application  Deadline:  Monday,  December  1 , 2003, 5  p.m. 


For  further  information  or  application  forms,  please  contact 
the  Division  of  University  Advancement,].  Robert  S.  Prichard  Alumni  House, 
21  King's  College  Circle,  3rd  Floor  Tel:  (416)  978-6536  or  e-mail  linda.wells@utoronto.ca 
Information  and  application  forms  are  also  available  at  vww.alumni.utoronto.ca 


UTAA 


Youth  group  to 
hold  mayoral 
debate  at  Rotman's 


byROMANAKING 


Conventional  wisdom  dictates  that 
a  tough,  mud-slinging  provincial 
election  w^ould  usually  eclipse  a 
mere  municipal  mayoral  race.  But 
in  Toronto,  that  is  just  not  the  case. 
The  five  main  candidates  poised  to 
succeed  iVlel  Lastman  as  mayor  of 
Toronto  have  held  well-attended 
policy  debates  and,  perhaps  more 
importantly,  people  are  asking 
tough-minded  questions  about  the 
future  of  the  mega-city. 

One  organization  that  is  deter- 
mined to  help  guide  the  vision  of 
Toronto — and  other  Canadian  mu- 
nicipalities— is  Canada25.  A  non- 
partisan group,  Canada25's  man- 
date is  to  represent  the  voices  and 
ideas  of  Canadians,  aged  20  to  35,  at 
the  nation's  public  policy  level.  In 
an  effort  to  help  provide  a  forum 
for  these  and  other  concerns,  the 
group,  in  conjunction  with  the  Jo- 
seph L.  Rotman  School  of  Manage- 
ment, will  sponsor  a  mayoral  policy 
debate  on  Oct.  1. 

"This  debate  is  quite  important 
because  the  issues  addressed  effect 
Torontonians  on  a  daily  basis,"  said 
Kaley  MacDonald,  25,  a  Queen's 
University  graduate  and  volunteer 
for  the  organization.  "Provincial 
politics,  though  important,  effects 
residents  in  a  broad  way.  Municipal 
politics  effects  people  on  a  whole 
level:  from  transit,  to  waterfront 


re-development,  to  students  at  the 
university,  to  the  average  citizen." 

While  the  debate  offers  an  op- 
portunity for  the  public  to  ask  ques- 
tions and  address  their  concerns, 
the  five  mayoral  contenders  must 
also  answer  pre-determined  ques- 
tions that  focus  on  eight  themes 
highlighted  by  Canada25.  These 
eight  themes  are:  the  impact  of 
urban  sprawl,  the  necessity  for  a 
national  inner  and  inter-city  public 
transit  system,  the  need  to  maxi- 
mize the  benefits  of  immigration, 
the  issue  of  urban  poverty,  the 
importance  of  fostering  the  arts, 
the  consequence  of  neglecting  the 
economic  development  of  the  city 
and  the  inadequacy  of  universities 
to  foster  economic  and  innovative 
development  within  the  nation. 

"Each  candidate  will  be  asked 
specific  questions  based  on  their 
platform  and  have  an  opportunity 
to  answer  general  questions  posed 
by  both  the  public  and  Canada25 
representatives,"  said  MacDonald. 

The  debate  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  Oct.  1,  in  the  Joseph 
L.  Rotman  School  of  Management, 
at  U  of  T,  105  St.  George  Street.  The 
five  expected  candidates,  Barbara 
Hall,  Tom  Jakobek,  David  Miller, 
John  Nunziata,  and  John  Tory,  will 
arrive  at  6:45  p.m.  and  will  answer 
questions  and  debate  policy  until 
8:30  p.m.  The  debate  is  free  for  all 
who  would  like  to  attend. 


Student  group  pushes 
for  general  strike 

^ebec  set  to  cut post-secondary  funding,  group  warns 


byDAVEWEATHERALL 
THE  LINK 


MONTREAL  (CUP)  -  Student 
groups  across  Quebec  are  push- 
ing for  a  general  strike  to  counter 
the  province's  apparent  plans  to 
introduce  post-secondary  funding 
cutbacks. 

The  Association  pour  une  soli- 
darite  syndicale  etudiante  (ASSE), 
which  represents  roughly  50,000 
Quebec  students,  are  busy  mobi- 
lizing student  groups  across  the 
province  to  send  a  strong  message 
to  Jean  Charest's  Liberal  govern- 
ment that  funding  cutbacks  are 
unacceptable. 

A  general  strike  is  the  most  ef- 
fective way  to  avoid  possible  cuts 
to  the  university  system,  said 
Francois  Baillargeon,  ASSE  spokes- 
person. 

"We  now  have  six  student  groups 
that  support  a  general  strike  and 
we  think  we  can  mobilize  more 
than  that,"  said  ASSE  internal  sec- 
retary Andre  Munro. 

"We  have  decided  to  wait  until 
we  have  at  least  15  student  as- 
sociations with  a  strike  mandate 
before  we  set  a  date,"  he  continued. 
Munro  believes  that  to  successfully 


negotiate  with  Pierre  Reid,  minister 
of  education,  student  groups  must 
have  leverage  to  bring  to  the  table. 

"We  have  no  problem  with 
negotiating  with  the  minister  of 
education,"  he  said.  "But  it's  dan- 
gerous to  try  and  negotiate  if  you 
don't  have  any  bargaining  power." 
Munro  said  that  throughout  the 
history  of  post-secondary  educa- 
tion in  Quebec,  striking  has  always 
been  the  most  useful  tool  students 
have  to  fight  government  decisions 
that  threaten  the  quality  and  acces- 
sibility of  education. 

"If  you  look  at  1996,  when  10 
associations  went  on  strike, 
it  stopped  the  lifting  of  the 
tuition  freeze,"  said  Munro. 
We're  facing  a  similar  situation 
now." 

He  also  said  the  government  is 
aware  of  the  current  mobilization 
among  student  groups  and  it  has 
already  had  an  effect  on  some  of 
their  decisions. 

"The  parliamentary  committee 
on  the  future  of  education  was  sup- 
posed to  meet  this  fall.  Now  they 
have  postponed  it  to  February  and 
1  think  they're  waiting  to  see  just 
how  many  students  are  upset  with 
what  is  happening." 
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LETTERS 


Why  I  vote,  grudgingly 


byANDYCANIVET 

VARSITY  STAFF 


This  week  Ontarians  will  get  their 
all-too  infrequent  chaiice  to  exer- 
cise their  democratic  rights  and 
choose  their  fate  for  another  four 
years.  Do  you  plan  to  participate? 

A  recent  CBC  radio  program 
examined  the  question  of  voter 
apathy,  commenting  that  post-sec- 
ondary students,  as  a  group,  seem 
particularly  disinterested  in  the 
political  process. 

1  always  vote,  but  I'm  never  happy 
about  it.  It's  hard  to  summarize 
why,  but  two  good  examples  came 
to  me  just  this  week,  that  may  serve 
as  food  for  thought. 

The  first  one  was  when  1  saw 
a  campaign  commercial  where 
the  candidate  in  question  was 
stridently  arguing  that  Ontarians 
must  be  able  to  "effectively  assert 


themselves  in  a  highly  competitive 
global  economy."  I  won't  mention 
the  party,  because  they  all  say  this 
sort  of  thing,  and  if  you've  seen  the 
commercial,  it's  obvious  anyway. 

But  why  must  Ontario  compete 
with,  say,  Bangladesh,  in  order  .to 
enjoy  a  reasonable  standard  of  liv- 

They  asked  me  if  they 
could  count  on  my 
support  in  the  coming 
election.  My  response? 
Fuck,  no. 

ing  here?  There's  this  tendency,  par- 
ticularly in  politics,  to  assume  that 
if  the  economy  is  doing  well,  so  are 
the  people.  But  that's  a  fallacy.  Life 
is  not  about  the  economy.  It  doesn't 
matter  whether  we  are  "winning" 
the  global  arms  race  for  the  fastest 


growing  economy.  At  the  end  of  the 
day  what  matters  is  whether  or  not 
people  have  enough  to  eat  or  a  place 
to  live,  and  enough  free  time  with 
friends  &  family  to  be  happy.  Some 
of  the  poorest  nations  on  earth  with 
the  smallest  economies  still  manage 
to  provide  food,  clothing,  shelter, 
and  a  reasonable  amount  of  leisure 
time  for  everybody.  Meanwhile  we, 
with  all  our  vast  wealth,  let  people 
starve  in  the  streets  and  medicate 
ourselves  with  anti-depressants 
because  we're  too  busy  working  for 
all  the  material  things  we're  told  we 
need  that  we  can't  take  the  time  to 
deal  with  our  problems — problems 
that  arise  only  because  we're  con- 
stantly racing  to  "compete"  in  the 
global  fucking  economy. 

Don't  get  me  wrong — trade,  jobs, 
these  are  all  important,  but  per- 
haps if  politicians  would  focus  on 
actual  people  first  and  the  economy 
second,  instead  of  the  other  way 


Sharansky  not 
a  hypocrite 

Re:  Sharanskys  hypocrisy, 
Sept.  23 


Sharansky  did  not  ignore  the  pri- 
mary cause  in  robbing  the  Palestin- 
ians of  freedom.  Those  who  choose 
terror  are  the  ones  that  bring 
oppression  to  the  Palestinians. 
Yasser  Arafat,  the  quasi-elected 
leader  must  be  ousted  from  office 
as  president  of  the  Palestinian 
Authority  because  he  is  an  impedi- 
ment to  peace. 

His  negative  influence  is  behind 
the  latest  series  of  Hamas  sui- 
cide bombings  in  Israel  that  have 
claimed  the  lives  of  almost  40 
Israelis.  Sharansky  said;  "We  know 
from  intelligence  information  who 
has  been  planning  the  attacks." 
Arafat  has  "prevented"  the  disman- 
tling of  the  Palestinians'  terrorist 
infrastructure  in  the  West  Bank 
and  Gaza  Strip  and  helped  Pal- 
estinian rejectionists  strengthen 
themselves  during  the  temporary 
ceasefire,  Sharansky  said. 

Sharansky  suggested  that 
Arafat's  popularity  among  the 
Palestinians  is  superficial.  Saddam 
Hussein  also  got  100  per  cent  of 
his  people's  vote.  Sharanksy  said 
Arafat  has  no  interest  in  improv- 
ing the  lives  of  his  people,  but  in 


around,  then  more  of  us  would 
be  convinced  that  they're  actu- 
ally interested  in  creating  a  better 
province. 

Of  course,  that  brings  me  to  the 
second  example — when  a  major 
party  called  me  this  week  polling. 
They  asked  me  if  they  could  count 
on  my  support  in  the  coming  elec- 
tion. My  response?  Fuck,  no.  What 
the  hell  is  this.  Hockey  playoffs? 
Voting  is  not  about  getting  out  and 
supporting  the  team.  It's  about  mak- 
ing decisions  that  you  think  will 
improve  your  life  and  those  of  the 
people  around  you. 

Now  if  party  pollsters  had  thought 
to  ask  "What  can  we,  as  a  party,  do 
for  you?  How  do  you  think  life  in 
Ontario  could  be  improved?"  Then, 
perhaps,  I  might  be  convinced  that 
politicians  really  gave  a  damn. 

Unfortunately,  I'm  not.  This 
week  I  will  go  out  and  vote  for  the 
party  I  think  will  do  the  least  dam- 
age, as  there  isn't  a  single  one  that 
I  honestly  believe  will  do  a  good 
job — at  least  none  with  a  chance  of 
getting  elected. 


perpetuating  the  conflict.  When  he 
was  minister  of  industry  and  trade 
between  1996  and  1999,  Sharansky 
recalled,  he  forwarded  proposals 
to  Arafat  to  ameliorate  the  living 
conditions  of  Palestinians  in  the 
Palestinian  autonomous  areas,  but 
"he  was  not  interested." 

Sharansky's  speech  at  York 
University  was  open  to  all.  It  was 
not  disclosed  why  at  U  of  T,  it 
was  behind  closed  doors,  but  you 
might  remember  another  Israeli 
minister's  right  to  free  speech  was 
violently  opposed  at  another  Ca- 
nadian university,  by  a  group  that 
exists  at  U  of  T. 

George  Jakubovits 


Big  thanks  to 
kind  strangers 

1  suffer  from  Epilepsy.  Saturday 
night  I  was  heading  home  to  Grad 
House  from  a  friend's  place  at  Vic, 
and  I  had  a  seizure.  Thankfully  a 
couple  of  kind  people  stopped  to 
help  me  out,  although  I  never  found 
out  who  they  are.  I  just  wanted  to 
send  out  a  "Thank  You!"  to  them 
for  lending  a  hand  to  me  when  I 
needed  one — it  was  very  much 
appreciated! 

Sarah  Clements 


EVENTS  LISTING 


Buddhist  meditation  workshops 

Oct  2  &  9.  5:30  -  7  pm.  Room  508.  21 
Sussex  Ave.  (Free  admission). 
416-993-1940. 

Leading  a  truly  Christian  life 

Wed  Oct  1,  7:30  pm.  Lecture  by  Hans 
Kung.  Walter  Hail,  Edward  Jotmson 
Bldg,  80  Queen's  Park  Crescent,  spon- 
sored by  U  of  T  Bookstore.  Tickets 
$6.50.  Call  416-978-7989. 

Defeat  the  Tories 

Meet  &  discuss  with  Karin  Larsen, 
Communist  candidate  in  Parkdale 
-  High  Park.  Mon  Sep  29,  7:30  pm. 
South  sitting  rm.  Hart  House. 
416-469-2446. 

Che  Guevara's  daughter  speaks 

Mon  Sept  29  7:30  pm,  OlSE  Auditorium, 
252  Bloor  W.  www.freethecubanfive.ca. 

Free  events  listings  for  campus  organi- 
zations. Email:  editor@thevarsit\:ca. 


theVARSTTY 

380  Huron  Street,  Level  2  East 
Toronto,  ON  M5S  iJ6 


Editorial;  Advertising: 
(416)  946-7B00        (416)  946-7604 

E-mail: 
edlfor@thevarsity.ca 


Editor-in-Chief 

David  Shiga 

Production  Manager 

Rogelio  Briseiio 

News  Editor 

Ryan  Kennedy 

Photo  Editor 

Kara  Dillon 

Science  Editor 

Zoe  Cormier 

Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor 

Tabassum  Siddiqui 


Sports  Editor 

Rebecca  Addelman 

Scarborough  Bureau  Chief 

Sarah  Barmak 

Erindale  Bureau  Chief 

Vacant 

Associate  Opinions  Editor 

Andy  Canivet 

Associate  Sports  Editors 

Amara  Gossin 
Matt  Somers 

Associate  A&E  Editor 

Andrew  Bricker 


Associate  Science  Editors 

Joanne  Tang 
Justin  Trottier 

Associate  News  Editors 

Feon  Chau 
Naomi  Fance 
Bronwyn  Kienapple 
Graham  Scott 
Lesley  Trites 

Associate  Photo  Editors 

Dennis  Choquette 
Brianna  Sharpe 


Contributors: 

James  Huges,  Yong  Taing,  Amy  Smithers,  Romana  King, 
Micayla  Greschner,  Russ  Hoff,  Amanda  Olson,  Adrian 
Liu,  Dora  Emerson,  J.R  Antonacci,  Vathsala  Gunaratne, 
Haoewi  Sun,  Qing  Hua  Wang,  Helen  Lee,  Gavin  Brauer 

VARSITY  PUBLICATIONS: 


Chair  &  CEO 

Danny  Sundararajan 

Vice  President 

Jeremy  "Duke"  Burman 

General  Manager 

Andrew  Lefoley 


Ad  Sales  Manager 

Mohammad  M.  Irtiaj 

Ad  Designer 

Rogelio  Briseno 


8    Monday,  September  29, 2003 


The  good,  the  bad,  and  the  out  of  focus 

Compiled  by  KARA  DILLON  and  VARSITY  STAFF 

How  many  times  have  you  looked  at  that  horrible  picture  of  yourself  or  someone  you  know...but  for  some  reason  you  just  can't  throw  it  out?  Well,  here  is  a  sampling  of 
what  happens  when  you  don't  rip  it  up  and  toss  the  evidence  in  the  trash-it  gets  published  right  here  in  the  Wrsityl  We  asked  for  the  worst  photos  of  yourself,  friends, 
and  family  but  also  the  best-we  welcome  both  sides  here.  Some  of  the  photos  are  obviouly  bad-caught  off  guard,  out  of  focus,  playing  for  the  camera-but  they 
are  also  the  best  (see  super-dramatic  pose  with  red  sky  below,  and  the  man-in-bikini-top,  right).  Sometimes  it  was  even  hard  to  determine  which  were  the  good 
pictures  and  which  were  the  bad  (see  babes  in  lower  left  corner)  so  we  left  them  unmarked  for  you  to  decide.  Enjoy-it's  on  us! 
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This  is  your  brain  on  culture 

U  of  T  study  asks  if  ethnic  background  shapes  the  way  you  think 


by  JUSTIN  TROTTIER 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Does  your  cultural  or  ethnic  back- 
ground shape  the  way  you  think? 

This  past  July,  groups  of  Chi- 
nese-Canadian and  Euro-Canadi- 
an undergraduate  students  partici- 
pated in  a  research  test  conducted 
by  the  Human  Development  and 
Applied  Psychology  department  at 
U  of  T  to  answer  this  question. 

Graduate  students  Caroline  Ho 
and  Georges  Potworowski,  under 
the  supervision  of  Professor  Keith 
Stanovich,  led  the  project  entitled 
"Cultural  and  Individual  Differ- 
ences in  Rational  Thinking." 


Ho  and  Potworowski  started  from 
the  basic  presumption  that  "above 
and  beyond  how  smart  you  are  in 
general,  there  are  thinking  disposi- 
tions that  predict  sometimes  how 
normative  or  non-normative  your 
thinking  is,"  explained  Ho.  Norma- 
tive, according  to  Stanovich,  refers 
to  the  "optimal"  level  of  reasoning 
the  human  brain  is  capable  of. 

According  to  theory,  two  people 
can  be  equally  smart,  but  might 
not  reason  at  the  same  level  due  to 
individual  differences.  One  person 
for  example  might  have  a  tendency 
to  accept  expert  opinions  at  face 
value,  or  to  use  quick  but  inaccu- 
rate approximation  strategies  to 


OLYADEVIANTART 

escape  difficult  problems. 

Ho  explained  that  the  purpose 
of  her  study  was  to  discover  if, 
"in  addition  to  these  individual 
differences,  are  there  any  cultural 
differences  between  how  people 
think?" 

They  searched  for  such  differ- 
ences between  people  of  Chinese 
descent  and  people  of  European 
descent. 

The  results  have  yet  to  be 
completely  analyzed,  but,  as  she 
explains,  "we  didn't  find  all  the 
differences  that  we  expected  to 
find. ..the  interesting  thing  is  that 
people  took  a  very  different  route 
in  getting  to  the  same  point. ..so 


even  though  across  a  number  of 
different  problems  people  tended 
to  reason  just  as  well  in  both  cul- 
tures, they  displayed  differences 
in  their  thinking  dispositions." 

The  study  found  that  Chinese 
students  tend  to  be  more  dialecti- 
cal in  their  thinking.  They  seek  out 
and  try  to  integrate  contradictory 
information  from  opposing  sides 
of  an  issue.  Ho  explains  this  may 
be  because  "in  the  Taoist  tradition, 
the  idea  is  that  things  are  con- 
stantly changing... and  because 
things  are  changing  there  is  an  as- 
pect of  truth  in  everything  around 
you."  Chinese  people  are  taught  to 
expect  contradiction,  so  they  learn 
to  tolerate  and  even  embrace  it. 

Ho  explains  that  Western  sci- 
ence, embracing  the  thesis-antith- 
esis methodology,  "is  supposed  to 
be  the  epitome  of  dialectical  think- 
ing." Her  conclusions  indicate  that 
this  may  just  be  a  prescriptive 
ideal,  generally  only  practiced  by 
western  scientists.  The  average 
Euro-Canadian  is  more  likely  to 
favour  choosing  one  piece  of  con- 
tradictory data  over  the  other. 

Ho  explains  the  importance  of 
this  study:  "We,  and  many  other 
researchers,  think  that  cognitive 
ability  is  fixed,  you're  born  with 
it. ..but  thinking  dispositions,  the 
style  with  which  you  approach 
information,  can  be  learned."  The 
results  of  this  study  may  be  able  to 
help  people  from  different  cultures 
learn  to  improve  their  reasoning 
strategies  by  using  methods  from 
another  perspective. 

If  you  would  like  to  participate 
in  this  study,  are  of  Chinese  ethnic 
background,  and  in  your  third  or 
fourth  year  of  undergraduate  stud- 
ies, please  contact  thinking@oise. 
utoronto.ca. 


Searching  for  the  origins  of  Ufe 


byVATHSALAGUNARATNE 


Have  you  ever  wondered  when 
and  where  life  first  arose  on 
Earth?  Many  researchers  are  try- 
ing to  find  out,  including  Oxford 
University's  acclaimed  Dr.  Stephen 
Moorbath.  One  of  the  world's  top 
geochronologists.  Dr.  Moorbath  is 
accredited  with  finding  the  world's 
oldest  rocks  in  western  Greenland, 
which  are  believed  to  be  3.8  billion 
years  old. 

He  presented  a  lecture  entitled 
"Life  Amongst  the  World's  Oldest 
Rocks"  at  the  Isabel  Bader  Theatre 
this  last  Wednesday,  Sept.  24.  He 
discussed  some  of  the  global  re- 
search being  done  into  finding  and 
evaluating  the  Earth's  oldest  rocks, 
in  addition  to  presenting  a  bit  of  his 
own  research. 

Dr.  Moorbath  explained  that  head- 
lines on  magazines  and  newspapers 


saying  that  evidence  "proves"  that 
life  existed  as  far  back  as  four  bil- 
lion years  ago  aren't  exactly  true. 
He  says  that  such  claims  are  made 
through  identifying  carbon  isotope 
abnormalities  in  rocks,  which 
would  indicate  that  biological  activ- 
ity had  taken  place. 

This,  according  to  Dr.  Moorbath, 
doesn't  decisively  prove  that  life 
existed  that  long  ago.  He  explained 
that  while  life  may  have  existed  four 
billion  years  ago,  there  is  no  solid 
proof.  The  evidence  only  tells  us 
only  that  there  was  plenty  of  water 
present  on  Earth  at  the  time,  and 
temperatures  on  earth  were  moder- 
ate enough  for  life  to  exist. 

He  did  express  optimism  however 
that  we  would  one  day  find  the  an- 
swers to  how  and  when  life  began. 

Several  people  in  attendance  en- 
joyed the  lecture,  saying  that  over- 
all it  was  very  informative.  Others 


however  felt  that  Moorbath  spent 
too  much  time  criticizing  other 
people's  research  and  not  enough 
time  discussing  his  own  research. 
Dr.  Moorbath  didn't  go  into  any 
great  detail  about  his  own  methods 


of  research,  which  disappointed 
some,  but  as  the  lecture  was  open 
to  the  public  the  material  was  pre- 
sented so  that  everyone  without  an 
extensive  knowledge  of  geochronol- 
ogy  could  understand  it. 


ZOE  CORMIER 


Truth  is  Stranger  Than  Fiction 


Spiders  have  muscles  attached  to  the  insides  of  their 
exoskeletons  (the  hard  shell-like  covering  on  animals  like 
spiders,  insects,  and  crabs)  to  bend  their  legs  inwards.  But 
spiders  have  no  muscles  to  extend  their  legs  outwards. 


Instead,  they  pump  fluid  (mainly  haemolymph,  the  equivalent 
of  blood)  into  their  legs  to  push  them  outward,  somewhat  like 
hydraulics.  If  a  spider  becomes  dehydrated,  its  legs  will  stay 
curled  up  and  it  won't  be  able  to  move,  -qinghuawang. 


SCIENCE  BRIEFS 

Contest  to  create 
world's  oldest  mouse 

To  encourage  research  into  anti- 
aging  methods,  scientists  at  the 
University  of  Cambridge  have  es- 
tablished the  Methuselah  Mouse 
Prize,  which  will  be  awarded  to 
whomever  creates  the  world's 
oldest  mouse.  The  current  re- 
cord holder  was  a  genetically 
modified  mouse  that  lived  for  five 
years  less  one  week,  the  equiva- 
lent of  about  150  human  years. 
The  Methuselah  Mouse  Prize  will 
award  cash  for  every  day  that 
a  mouse  lives  over  the  record. 
The  current  prize  fund  stands 
at  S20,000.  Various  techniques 
are  being  explored  to  increase 
longevity,  including  stem-cell 
therapy,  reducing  calorie  intake, 
and  genetic  manipulation.  The 
contest  organizers  hope  to  ulti- 
mately help  humans  live  longer. 
Source:  Nature 
-QINGHUAWANG 

Cadmium  mimics 
estrogen 

It  has  long  been  known  that  en- 
vironmental pollutants  can  dis- 
rupt the  reproductive  systems  of 
animals  in  the  wild.  Researchers 
have  now  pinpointed  cadmium  as 
a  shrewd  estrogen  mimic,  which 
can  easily  sneak  into  the  body 
and  dupe  estrogen  receptors.  Ex- 
periments on  a  group  of  female 
rats  show  that  cadmium  has  a 
whole  range  of  intense  estrogen- 
like effects  on  the  entire  animal. 
Exposure  to  cadmium  increased 
the  weight  of  the  rats'  uteri,  pro- 
moted the  growth  of  their  mam- 
mary glands,  and  induced  rich 
milk  production.  An  earlier  onset 
of  puberty  and  abnormal  mam- 
mary gland  abnormalities  were 
observed  in  the  baby  rats  whose 
mothers  received  doses  of  cadmi- 
um in  their  uteri.  Cigarette  smoke 
is  a  major  source  of  cadmium,  and 
although  smoking  has  been  found 
to  neutralize  some  of  the  effects  of 
estrogen,  there  is  clear  evidence 
that  it  can  contribute  to  breast 
cancer. 

Source:  Nature  Medicine 
-HAOWEI  SUN 

One  atom  laser 

Physicists  at  Caltech  have  created  a 
laser  that  emits  light  using  only  one 
atom.  In  a  conventional  laser,  the  at- 
oms in  a  crystal  are  excited  to  emit 
light,  producing  a  single,  coherent 
beam.  In  a  one-atom  laser,  a  single 
photon  is  enough  to  excite  a  single 
atom  to  produce  a  beam  of  light 
through  a  series  of  repeated  emis- 
sions. This  beam  of  light  is  more 
ordered  and  more  predictable,  giv- 
ing this  laser  many  practical  advan- 
tages over  normal  lasers. 
Source:  Nature 
-HAOWEI  SUN 
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Arts  &  Entertainment 


II 


Careful  Workmanship 

There  s  two  sides  to  every  song  for  local  musical  iconoclast  Hawksley  Workman 


by  ADRIAN  LIU 


Hawksley  Workman  really  likes 
his  whiskey. 

It's  mentioned  in  three  different 
songs  on  his  latest  disc,  Lover/ 
Fighter,  including  the  track  "Even 
an  Ugly  Man",  which  begins  with 
"Whaf  Jesus  can't  fix  tonight/The 
whiskey  certainly  might." 

"I  would  say  (whiskey)  was 
probably  a  pretty  major  influ- 
ence," admits  Workman,  taking  a 
break  from  shooting  a  video  for 
second  single  "We  Will  Still  Need 
A  Song"  to  chat  with  the  Varsity. 

The  triple-threat  singer/ 
songwriter/producer  from  Hunts- 
ville,  Ontario  has  been  steadily 
gaining  popularity  since  his  1999 
debut,  For  Him  and  the  Girls.  He 
spent  a  year  in  Europe,  pretty 
soon  finding  himself  regularly 
playing  to  crowds  of  over  10,000 
and  garnering  a  strong  following 
in  France.  Back  on  Canadian  soil, 
he  won  a  Juno  for  Best  New  Solo 
Artist  in  2002  and  has  also  pro- 
duced albums  for  local  piano  diva 
Sarah  Slean  and  eccentric  folkie 
twins  Tegan  and  Sara. 

The  liqueur  references  may  not 
be  surprising  when  one  considers 
that  in  recording  Louer/ Fighter, 
Workman  locked  himself  up  in  a 
100-year  old,  one-room  school- 
house  in  northern  Ontario  for 
eight  months. 

"I  went  crazy  a  couple  times," 
Workman  says,  "And  1  ditched 
back  to  the  city  to  get  sushi  and 
stuff.  1  felt  completely  useless  so- 
cially, because  all  I'd  been  doing 
was  chopping  wood  and  keeping 
warm,  and  that's  all  I  was  talking 
about." 

The  result  of  his  sojourn  into 
solitude  was  the  nine  tracks  on 
Lover/ Fighter,  Workman's  third 
album  and  the  most  focused  one 
yet.  While  his  previous  efforts, 
like  2001's  (Last  Night  We  Were) 
The  Delicious  Wolves,  were  an 
eclectic  blend  of  camp  and  caba- 
ret, Lover/Fighter  was  an  exercise 
in  planning  and  precision. 

"One  of  my  major  goals  was  to 
focus,"  Workman  says.  "I've  made 
other  records  that  are  a  little 
crazy,  a  little  bit  off  the  wall  or 
esoteric.  I've  always  wanted  to 
make  a  focused  record,  but  1  just 
never  took  the  time. 

"Maybe  it's  because  I'm  27  now, 
and  not  21,  and  feel  like  I  have 


the  time  to  be  patient...  This 
time,  I  took  eight  months  and  I 
did  everything  that  I  wanted  to 
do.  When  I  listen  to  this  record, 
there's  not  one  moment  that  goes 
by  that  1  think,  'Ah,  shit —  I  really 
should've  done  that  (instead).'" 

At  first  listen,  Lover/Fighter 
sounds  a  lot  like  the  old  Hawk- 
sley Workman.  From  the  sultry 
come-on  of  "Smoke  Baby"  to 
world-weary  waltz  "The  Future 
Language  of  Slaves",  Workman's 
voice  is  still  the  centerpiece  of  the 
songs.  At  times  he  takes  on  an  al- 
most Bono-esque  grandeur,  as  on 
the  falsettoed  first  single  "Anger 
as  Beauty",  while  on  tracks  like 
"Wonderful  and  Sad",  he  tones  it 
down  to  a  plaintive  wail  befitting 
Tom  Waits  or  even  Bob  Dylan. 

"I  guess  1  have  a  bit  of  a  fond- 
ness for  melody  and  rhythm," 
Workman  explains.  "I  keep  that 
musical,  harmonic  element  alive 
while  I  say  all  sorts  of  nasty  dirty 
things  underneath." 

The  sing-able  quality  of 
Lover/Fighter  makes  the  record 
Workman's  most  pop-like  venture 
thus  far,  but  that  doesn't  mean 
it's  all  sunshine  and  bubblegum. 
His  signature  teasing,  raunchy 
lyrics  honed  on  Wolves  singles 
"Striptease"  and  "Jealous  of  Your 
Cigarette"  are  just  as  much  a  part 
of  the  new  disc. 

"I've  always  thought  my  music 
is  dark,"  he  offers.  "When  you  first 
listen  to  it,  it  doesn't  sound  dark 
at  all.  Then  once  you  take  the  lyr- 
ics into  consideration,  the  dark- 
ness starts  coming  out  of  them." 

The  combination  of  upbeat 
melodies  with  moody,  suggestive 
lyrics  is  all  part  of  the  theme 
that  Workman  tried  to  convey 
throughout  the  album.  As  its  title 
suggests,  Lover/Fighter  is  about 
ambivalence  and  the  two  sides  to 
every  story. 

"All  of  my  records  have  been  a 
conflict  of  sides.  I  feel  like  that's 
part  of  my  character,"  says  Work- 
man. "Whether  it's  because  I'm 
a  Pisces...  I'm  (like)  a  fish  that's 
chasing  its  own  tail.  I'm  quite 
naturally  conflicted  and  torn...  al- 
ways in  two  different  directions." 

Workman's  conscious  effort  to 
steer  the  album  in  a  specific  di- 
rection is  apparent  in  his  unique 
(and  in  true  Hawk  fashion,  rather 
amusing)  songwriting  process:  "1 
always  write  the  titles  of  the  songs 


Lover  or  fighter?  The  Hawk's  a  bit  of  both  on  his  new  album. 


first,"  he  says.  "When  I  was  in  Eu- 
rope, I  pretty  well  wrote  about  20 
titles,  and  the  album  title,  and  all 
I  had  to  do  was  go  home  and  write 
the  songs  to  go  with  the  titles." 

Currently,  Workman  is  touring 
across  Canada,  which  brings  him 
to  the  Phoenix  Concert  Theatre 
this  Wednesday  and  Thursday. 


The  second  show  was  added  after 
the  first  one  sold  out  quickly.  With 
"Anger  as  Beauty"  getting  plenty 
of  airplay  and  a  packed  promo- 
tional schedule,  Workman  seems 
to  finally  be  on  the  verge  of  full- 
fledged  stardom  here  at  home. 

"It's  been  crazy,  non-stop  every- 
thing," he  says.  "It's  funny — after 


you  make  a  record  you  spend  a 
good  long  time  doing  non-musical 
things.  So  the  tour  will  be  great, 
to  get  back  out  and  start  playing 
again." 
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APPLY  NOW 

Call  905-453-2121,  Ext.  6002 
WWW.  peel  police,  on. ca 

An  Equal  Oppoiiimity  Employer 


CONSIDER  THE  CAREER.  CONSIDER  THE  OPPORTUNITIES. 


Now  serving 
wireless  Internet 
@  Second  Cup. 


You  can  find  wireless  Internet  access  at: 


277  VICTORIA  STREET 
179  COLLEGE  STREET 
475  YONGE  STREET 
170  BLOOR  STREET  WEST 
936  01X0  rj  ROAD 


1  UNIVERSITY  AVENUE 
60  BLOOR  STREET  WEST 
730  YONGE  STREET 
2340  BLOOR  STREET  WEST 
355  DANFORTH  AVENUE 


New  magazine  a  breed  apart 
on  Canadian  publishing  scene 


by  DORA  EMERSON 


Let  us  assume  that  American 
and  Canadian  national  maga- 
zines belong  to  the  same  family 
of  sea  mammals,  Odobeniade. 
Like  the  eared  seal  Harper's, 
Canada's  newest  publishing  en- 
deavour The  Walrus  has  turned 
its  hind  limbs  of  financial  and 
intellectual  resources  forward, 
and  used  all  fours  to  triumphant- 
ly move  ashore  onto  Canadian 
newsstands. 

Canadians  now  have  recourse 
from  summarily  consulting 
American  magazines  for  a 
monthly  measure  of  intelligent 
discussion  on  current  affairs 
and  civic  life.  With  the  launch  of 
The  Walrus  at  the  Capitol  Event 
Theatre  last  week,  there  is  no  in- 
dication that  The  Walrus  will  ever 
be  found  by  readers  in  the  shal- 
low waters  along  the  declining 
Arctic  coasts  of  the  rest  of  the 
pack  of  current  national  publica- 
tions. Rather,  it  might  be  hauled 
onto  the  rocks  of  accolades  and 
the  ice  floes  of  ingenuity  to  bask 
in  the  critical  praise  of  the  likes 
of  renowned  local  criminal  law- 
yer Clayton  Ruby,  who  mused: 
"My  God,  a  critical  discussion 
of  intelligent  issues?  What  will 
these  Canadians  think  of  next?" 

In  December  2001,  The  Walrus 
founding  editor  Z.  David  Berlin 
resigned  as  editor  of  the  Literary 
Review  of  Canada  and  committed 
himself  to  acquire  funding  for 
Canada's  answer  to  Harper's.  Ber- 
lin had  precociously  intended  to 
develop  a  Canadian  appendix  for 
Harper's,  perhaps  to  redress  the 
fact  that  American  magazines 
invariably  portray  an  inaccurate 
perspective  of  Canada.  At  the 
launch  party,  consulting  editor 
Tim  Rostron  concurred:  "I'm  a 
recent  acquisition  to  Canadian 
culture,"  the  Brit  explained.  "I've 
only  been  here  for  the  past  three 
years.  The  Walrus  is  refreshing; 
whenever  Harper's  or  77?^  New 
Yorker  write  about  Canada  they 
get  it  wrong.  The  Walrus  will  get 
it  right." 

Ultimately  Berlin's  idea  ma- 
tured and  he  decided  to  create 
a  national  magazine  with  spon- 
sorship from  Harper's  editor 
Lewis  H.  Lapham  and  publisher 
John  R.  MacArthur.  The  Walrus 
declares  itself  to  be  politically 
ambivalent,  endeavouring  to 
publish  investigative  journalism 
that  questions  both  the  assump- 
tions of  the  left-  and  right-wing. 
Amongst  the  magazine's  objec- 
tives is  to  provide  Canadians 
with  substantive  writing  that 
addresses  consequential  issues 
that  would  otherwise  be  left 
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Canada's  answer  to  Harper's?  The  Walrus  makes  its  bow. 


to  academia,  while  giving  their 
writers  the  necessary  resources 
to  write  stories  that  will  impact 
upon  social  discourse. 

National  Post  gossip  columnist 
Shinan  Govani  isn't  sold,  how- 
ever: "'Paul  Martin's  Empire!' 
screams  the  headline  on  the 
cover,  which  1  guess  for  the  in- 
tellectual set  is  the  equivalent  of 
a  US  Weekly  headline  screaming 
'J.  Lo's  Booty!'  It's  a  niche  mar- 
ket, let's  just  say." 

The  people  behind  The  Walrus 
believe  that  Canadians  have 
been  waiting  for  a  magazine 
like  theirs  for  a  long  time.  "The 
appetite  existed  in  Canada  al- 
ready," said  Rostron.  "The  idea 
of  77?e  Walrus  is  to  give  some- 
thing with  intellectual  heft. 
There  is  no  Canadian  equivalent 
to  The  New  Yorker  or  Harper's. 
Macleans  is  hopeless.  There  is 
no  convoy — The  Walrus  is  the 
first  magazine  to  properly  com- 
pete with  Harper's  and  77?^  New 
Yorker." 

The  Walrus  plans  a  paid  cir- 
culation of  25,000  to  start  and 
the  most  extensive  internship 
program  in  Canada,  sponsored 
by  the  George  Cedric  Metcalf 
Charitable  Foundation.  The 
Chawkers    Foundation  (estab- 


lished in  1966  by  Montreal  law- 
yer Charles  Alexander  to  fund 
educational  and  environmental 
initiatives  all  over  Canada)  will 
provide  $1  million  per  year  over 
the  next  five  years  to  fund  the 
magazine,  publishing  two  issues 
this  year,  eight  in  2004,  and  ten 
issues  each  year  thereafter. 

"1  think  it's  fucking  great.  I  like 
their  banners.  It's  brilliant,"  said 
Christopher  Michael,  co-editor 
of  TRUCKER  Magazine,  emphati- 
cally. "I  like  the  fact  that  they're 
paying  their  writers  $2.50  a 
word  and  they  have  five  years 
behind  them  before  they  have 
to  worry  about  going  broke. 
They've  already  made  their 
mark  in  the  Canadian  publishing 
industry." 

The  Walrus  Foundation  will 
also  host  conferences,  semi- 
nars, debates  and  literary  eve- 
nings pertaining  to  social  issues 
covered  by  the  magazine  and 
others  of  public  interest. 

One  wonders  if  The  Walrus' 
similarity  with  Harper's  will  have 
the  potential  to  affect  American 
culture?  Nobel  laureate  Saul 
Bellow  wouldn't  be  surprised; 
"Some  seriousness  to  the  north 
of  us  may  sober  us  up  down 
here.  1  am  all  for  The  Walrus." 
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Hey,  students 


Get  The  Funk  Out  with  10  of  the  city's 
best  DJs  this  Wednesday  (Oct.  1)  at 
Gypsy  Co-Op  (817  Queen  W.)  at  9 
pm.  This  non-partisan,  free  event 
encourages  young  people  to  get  out 
and  vote  Oct.  2 — so  join  DJ  Kola. 
LAL,  Masia  One,  and  lots  of  others  in 
getting  your  voting  groove  on. 


reviewisttieyarsity.ca 
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Trio  triumphs  on  U  of  T  stage 


byJ.P.ANTONACCI 


Adding  musical  weight  to  the  notion 
that  there's  much  more  to  do  at  U 
of  T  aside  from  going  to  class,  the 
Gryphon  Trio  performed  at  Walter 
Hall  at  the  Faculty  of  Music  last  Tues- 
day night.  Appearing  as  part  of  the 
faculty-sponsored  Chamber  Music 
Series,  the  internationally  renowned 
Canadian  chamber  group  delighted 
its  audience  with  a  diverse  trio  of 
works. 

Playing  in  front  of  an  attentive 
mix  of  seasoned  concert-goers  and 
enthusiastic  students  were  Annalee 
Patipatanakoon  on  violin,  Roman 
Borys  on  cello,  and  James  Parker 
on  piano.  The  concert  opened  with 
a  Haydn  piano  trio  described  as 
"charming"  by  Parker,  who  recently 
assumed  the  R.  E.  Edwards  Chair  in 
Piano  Performance  at  the  Faculty  of 
Music  and  was  warmly  received  by 
his  students  in  the  audience.  This 
spirited  piece  set  the  tone  for  what 
was  to  be  a  wonderful  evening  of 
sound. 

Composer  Chan  Ka  Nin  was  called 
to  the  stage,  recognizable  from 
his  music  theory  and  composition 
classes  at  U  of  T,  to  introduce  a  work 
he  composed  for  the  Gryphon  Trio, 
"and  the  masks  evoke..."  is  a  musi- 
cal interpretation  of  the  culture  and 
lifestyle  of  Canada's  Native  peoples 


(specifically  those  in  northern  B.C.) 
presented  with  the  use  of  ceremonial 
masks. 

During  the  performance,  images  of 
Native  masks  created  by  contempo- 
rary Vancouver  artists  were  project- 
ed onto  a  screen,  adding  atmosphere 
and  colour  to  what  was  already  a 
very  evocative  piece.  The  innovative 
work  was  designed  to  emulate  the 
sounds  of  nature  and  the  supernatu- 
ral. The  musicians  were  challenged  in 
the  performance,  just  as  the  audience 
was  in  the  listening,  to  draw  meaning 
from  the  seemingly  random  sounds. 
One  section  saw  pianist  Parker 
plunge  deep  into  the  innards  of  the 
massive  Steinway  piano  to  pluck  its 
bare  strings,  while  cellist  Borys  took 
his  bow  to  the  blade  of  a  saw,  produc- 
ing an  ethereal,  haunting  sound. 

For  its  final  selection,  a  piano  quar- 
tet by  Brahms,  the  trio  called  upon 
another  U  of  T  music  prof,  violist  Scott 
St.  John,  to  add  depth  and  strength  to 
the  strings.  This  substantial  work 
showcased  the  exhilarating  talent 
and  interpretive  skills  of  the  group, 
especially  Parker,  whose  fingers 
flew  with  such  blinding  speed  it  was 
a  wonder  he  didn't  fall  off  his  chair. 
A  rousing  first  movement  drew  out 
some  beautifully  lyrical  melodic  mo- 
ments, carried  by  Patipatanakoon's 
expressive  bowing  and  underscored 
by  Borys'  sonorous  bass. 


The  group  seemed  to  lose  its 
focus  somewhat  during  the  second 
and  third  movements.  While  their 
impressive  technical  skill  never  fal- 
tered, it  seemed  as  though  the  cap- 
tivating hold  they  had  had  on  the 
audience  thus  far  was  beginning 
to  fade.  But  they  roared  back  with 
a  breathtaking  fourth  movement 
that  brought  the  concert  to  a  fever 
pitch.  Energy  crackled  from  the  in- 
struments as  the  performers  went 
all  out  for  a  dynamic,  dazzlingly 
theatrical  finish  to  the  evening. 

Having  been  guided  through 
three  substantial  works  of  chamber 
music,  the  audience  was  left  struck 
not  only  by  the  skill  and  poised 
coordination  of  the  Gryphon  Trio, 
but  especially  by  the  connection 
forged  between  music,  ensemble 
and  audience.  These  talented  musi- 
cians are  very  genuine  performers 
who  throw  themselves  into  the 
music  (physically  and  emotionally) 
and  aren't  afraid  to  show  audiences 
that  they  are  having  a  great  time 
playing. 

The  Faculty  of  Music  offers  events 
like  this  regularly — this  two-hour 
concert  cost  only  $11  for  students, 
well  worth  it  for  a  night  of  great  live 
music.  For  more  information  on 
upcoming  Faculty  of  Music  events, 
call  the  box  office  at  416-978-3744, 
or  visit  www.utoronto.ca/music. 
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Love  Letters 


by  A.R.  Gurney 
Directed  by  Heather  Roberts 

"...a  moving  theatrical  piece  that  profiles  two 
individuals  who  spent  the  majority  of  their  lives 
physically  apart,  yet  intertwined  spiritually  and 
emotionally  through  their  letters  to  each  other.  It 
explores  how  each  sought  solace  and  support  from 
the  other  over  50  years  of  successes,  failures  and 
unfulfilled,  but  lasting  love." 

Wednesday  -  Sunday  October  1,  2,  3,  4,  5 
Wednesday  -  Saturday  October  8,  9,  10,  11 

8:00  PM  Curtain 
EXCEPT  Sunday  October  5  Matinee  at  2:00  PM 

George  Ignatieff  Theatre  -15  Devonshire  Place 
Tickets  $12,  Students  $10 
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gives  you  the  freedom  to  go  more  places  more  often. 
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Ride  on  sweet  chariot 


UofT  mountain  bikers  sing  songs  of  success 


WALTBAYLESS 


Gawel  to  go:  Mountain  bike  team  president  and  coach,  Antonia 
Gawel,  ploughs  through  the  competition.  The  team  she  now  helps 
run  was  founded  only  five  years  ago. 


by  AMANDA  OLSON 


Picture  Toronto,  the  nation's  biggest 
concrete  jungle  with  more  sicyscrap- 
ers  than  nature  trails,  and  you'd  be 
forgiven  for  not  immediately  pinning 
the  city  as  an  ideal  setting  for  rugged, 
outdoorsy  sports. 

David  Wright,  founder  of  U  of  T's 
mountain  biking  club,  is  the  first  to  ad- 
mit that  downtown  T.O.  "isn't  exactly 
the  Mecca  Of  mountain  biking."  But 
despite  this  shortcoming,  the  small 
biking  group  Wright  started  five  years 
ago  at  U  of  T  has  grown  into  a  popular 
varsity  team.  It  continues  to  forge  new 
territory  in  the  sport,  helping  other 
universities  follow  suit. 

So  how  did  all  this  go  down? 

As  a  frosh  new  to  Toronto,  Wright 
says  he  and  a  few  friends  wanted  to 
start  a  club  for  people  interested  in 
biking  and  nature.  Looking  for  a  way 
to  get  some  fresh  air  in  the  city,  they 
discovered  the  Don  Valley  Trail,  and 


from  there,  the  mountain  biking  club 
was  born. 

Interest  grew,  but  as  Wright  ex- 
plains, when  the  biking  club  started 
in  1997,  "there  was  no  such  thing  as 
Varsity  level  mountain  biking  in  Can- 
ada." U  of  T's  club  took  the  initiative 
and  founded  the  Ontario  Mountain 
Biking  Race  Council.  So  far,  18  other 
universities  have  established  similar 
clubs,  benefiting  from  the  establish- 
ment of  the  council  and  the  network 
it's  created. 

With  so  much  interest  in  the  sport, 
Wright  and  company  decided  it  was 
time  to  up  the  ante  and  get  com- 
petitive. Along  came  the  series  of  four 
races,  known  as  the  University  Cup 
(U-Cup)  races,  which  take  place  in 
the  fall  across  southern  Ontario.  So 
far,  the  U  of  T  team  has  won  the  U-Cup 
four  out  of  its  five  years. 

Promoted  to  varsity  status  irul999, 
Wright  is  still  in  awe  over  the  team's 
rapid  success.  "We  tried  to  foster  the 


whole  philosophy  of  enjoying  the  out- 
doors more  than  racing,"  he  explains, 
"but  something  strange  happened  and 
some  fantastic  racers  started  to  be  de- 
veloped. .  .through  the  team  [they've] 
since  gone  on  to  represent  Canada  at 
different  races  around  the  world." 

One  of  U  of  T's  success  stories  is  An- 
tonia Gawel,  team  president  and  men 
and  women's  captain  for  the  second 
year  running.  She  joined  the  team  in 
first  year  without  any  previous  racing 
experience  and  has  gone  on  to  nab 
the  gold  this  summer  at  the  Canadian 
nationals  in  Whistler,  BC.  She  placed 
fourth  at  the  first  U-cup  event  of  the 
year  on  Sept.  20. 

Gawel,  however,  is  more  concerned 
with  team  sustainability  than  personal 
success.  As  team  president,  her  focus 
is  building  the  team  in  the  future.  This 
season  she  is  attempting  to  keep  the 
team  as  streamlined  and  organized  as 
possible,  while  also  encouraging  new 
people  to  come  out. 

Though  the  team  has  varsity  status, 
Gawel  stresses  that  mountain  biking 
continues  to  remain  a  club  on  campus 
as  well.  Newcomers  are  still  able  to 
participate  in  the  biking  and  activities, 
without  the  pressures  of  competition. 

The  team's  emphasis  on  having 
fun  while  simultaneously  competing 
was  a  draw  for  second  year  team  vet 
Alana  Tintse.  Tintse  only  started  rac- 
ing when  she  joined  the  team,  but  last 
week  brought  home  the  gold  in  the 
women's  B  division  race.  A  former  var- 
sity volleyball  player,  she  comments 
that  the  mountain  biking  team  has  "a 
completely  different  atmosphere."  It's 
competitive,  like  other  teams,  Tintse 
notes,  but  the  pressure  comes  from 
the  athletes  themselves,  and  the  em- 
phasis is  always  on  enjoying  the  sport. 

Not  only  is  the  team  still  growing,  at- 
tracting a  record  hundred  plus  people 
to  the  first  meeting  of  the  year,  but  the 
number  of  women  coming  out  is  also 
on  the  rise.  Besides  the  non-intimidat- 
ing environment,  Tintse  credits  the  in- 
flux of  women  in  the  traditionally  male 
dominated  sport  to  Gawel's  position  as 
coach  and  president. 

It  only  helps  hammer  home  the  bal- 
anced attitude  that  prevails  in  this  var- 
sity team/club,  one  that  Wright  sums 
up  nicely.  "We're  proud  to  see  [the 
successes],  but  we're  just  as  proud 
to  see  the  first  year  exchange  student 
from  China  who's  never  been  in  a  for- 
est before,  smiling  ear  to  ear,  enjoying 
the  great  outdoors." 


Rivalry 
re-cap 


byMATTSOMERS 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Last  Saturday's  annual  football  grudge 
match  between  U  of  T  and  York  marked 
the  inauguration  of  the  "TRY  Cup."  The 
new  cup,  which  is  in  its  first  season, 
will  ostensibly  help  promote  the  in- 
tercity rivalry  between  the  Blues,  the 
York  Lions,  and  the  Ryerson  Rams. 

The  Cup  got  off  to  a  rough  start 
Icist  week,  when  the  press  conference 
scheduled  for  Sept.  23  did  not  take 
place.  Instead,  a  press  release  was  is- 
sued and  subsequently  posted  on  the 
Varsity  Blues  and  OUA  websites. 

Whether  another  conference  is  in 
the  works  has  not  yet  been  deter- 


COURTESYOFFPEH 

Athlete  reps  from  U  of  T,  York,  and  Ryerson  stand  clutching  the 
new  TRY-Cup. 


mined. 

With  only  one  game  under  its  belt, 
the  Cup  is  struggling  to  draw  more 
attention  to  university  athletics  and 
revamp  old  rivalries. 


Saturday's  game  at  York  was  586, 
only  about  100  of  whom  were  U  of  T 
supporters.  Last  year,  the  same  game, 
which  was  held  out  at  Birchmount 
Stadium  in  Scarborough,  drew  1800 


Need  proof?  The  attendance  for     spectators.  You  be  the  judge. 


Black  and  Blue  Bowl 

York  pummels  UofT  in  a  record-breaking  game 


by  MARK  ILCZYSZYN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  Varsity  Blues  receiver  pounded 
his  fist  into  the  stadium  ground  on 
Saturday  after  the  Blues  fell  to  the 
York  Lions,  66-7,  in  the  teams'  annual 
meeting,  also  known  as  the  Red  and 
Blue  Bowl.  After  playing  miserably 
all  day,  blowing  a  chance  to  redeem 
themselves  after  this  season's  hor- 
rible start,  and  losing  once  again  to 
old  rivals  York,  this  frustration  epito- 
mizes the  2003  Varsity  Blues  football 
season  thus  far. 

The  game  did  not  start  off  well  for 
the  Blues,  as  York  quickly  raced  out  to 
a  7-0  lead  and  never  looked  back.  The 
first  half  of  play  saw  the  Blues  offence 
sputter,  resulting  in  a  weak  passing 
game.  The  York  defense  keyed  in  on 
star  U  of  T  running  back  Templar  Iga 
who  had  trouble  picking  up  yards. 

A  troubled  offence  was  bad  news 
for  the  Blues  defense,  who  ended  up 
playing  too  many  minutes  and  looked 
overmatched  by  the  Lions.  Special 
teams  dropped  the  ball  for  the  Blues, 
allowing  York  punt  returner  Andre 
Durie  to  run  back  a  kick  and  give  the 
Lions  a  21-0  lead.  They  added  a  field 
goal  and  touchdown  to  make  the 
score  24-0  at  the  half. 

The  second  half  started  much  like 
the  first  ended,  with  York  scoring  ear- 
ly and  often.  Sitting  pretty  with  a  com- 
fortable lead,  the  Lions'  running  game 
began  to  take  over  and  pi-oceeded  to 
further  shred  the  Blues  defense. 

Double  threat  York  running  back 
Andre  Durie  played  an  extrememly 


impressive  game  that  extended 
beyond  his  duties  on  special  teams. 
Durie,  a  formidable  force  running  the 
ball,  put  the  final  touches  on  the  win 
by  breaking  a  run  of  54  yards  to  give 
York  a  45-0  lead.  He  had  six  rushing 
attempts  for  141  yards  and  three 
touchdowns  by  day's  end. 

York  would  add  a  couple  more 
touchdowns  to  make  the  final  score 
66-7.  The  66  points  put  up  by  York 
marks  a  one  game  record  total  in  the 
team's  football  history. 

The  lone  bright  spots  for  the  Blues 
were  receivers  Jason  Riff  and  Tem- 
plar Iga.  Riff  had  nine  catches  for  162 
yards,  including  the  only  touchdown 
pass  from  Blues  quarterback  Carter 
Livingstone.  Iga  continued  his  sea- 
son's excellent  campaign  by  rushing 
for  110  yards  on  27  attempts. 

After  the  game,  Iga  assessed  the 
team's  performance,  commenting 
that  he  "could  have  played  better," 
and  adding  that  he  "and  the  rest  of 
[his]  teammates  are  going  to  continue 
to  work  hard  to  improve." 

"This  will  be  the  last  time  in  my 
Varsity  Blues  football  career  that  my 
team  will  lose  to  York,"  the  running 
back  declared  for  emphasis. 

A  dejected  Blues  coach  Steve 
Howlett  concurred.  "This  was  a  poor 
performance,"  he  said,  going  on  to  re- 
mark "1  am  not  happy  with  the  result. 
We  are  capable  of  playing  better,  and 
we  will." 

Next  week  the  Blues  play  at  Varsity 
Field  for  their  homecoming  game  ver- 
sus the  upstart  Windsor  Lancers. 


HONDA  BLISS 


Game  commentary  byRussHOFF 


The  Cross  town  rivalry  between  the 
York  Lions  (formerly  Yeomen)  and 
the  U  of  T  Varsity  Blues  is  something 
that  both  schools  look  forward  to 
every  year. 

In  every  interuniversity  sport,  the 
game  against  the  rivals  from  the 
"other  side  of  town"  is  highlighted 
on  the  schedule.  In  football,  the  game 
between  U  of  T  and  York,  the  Red  and 
Blue  Bowl,  sees  the  winning  team 
awarded  a  trophy  which  they  keep 
until  the  next  showdown. 

Recently,  the  York  Yeomen/Lions 
have  beaten  the  Blues  footballers  on 
a  steady  basis.  While  the  rest  of  the 
OUA  teams  would  argue  that  this 
isn't  much  of  an  accomplishment,  the 
winner  of  this  game  is  entitled  to  call 
themselves  the  "city  champs"  for  an 
entire  year.  A  title  that  is  coveted  for 
more  reasons  than  one. 

This  game  has  an  impact  when  it 
comes  to  recruiting.  Former  York 
coach  Tom  Arnott  was  always  quick 
to  point  out  to  potential  newcom- 
ers that  the  Yeomen  dominated  the 
Blues  in  head-to-head  games.  This 
was,  and  most  likely  still  is,  a  com- 
mon tactic  in  York  recruiting. 

And  that  goes  for  both  teams. 
When  York  was  mired  in  a  record- 


setting  winless  streak  in  the  1980's, 
it's  safe  to  assume  that  former  Blues 
coach  Bob  Laycoe  took  advantage  of 
the  cross-town  team's  misfortune  to 
rope  in  the  best  Toronto  had  to  offer. 
Laycoe,  who  was  always  a  tactful 
and  considerate  speaker,  would  have 
been  remiss  not  to  point  out  to  po- 
tential recruits  the  dominance  of  the 
Blues  in  these  games.  It  is  the  oldest 
recruiting  trick  in  a  coach's  book. 

With  the  program's  reputation, 
the  city  title,  and  a  year's  worth  of 
pub  night  bragging  rights  at  stake, 
the  Red  and  Blue  Bowl  games  have 
always  been  highly  competitive. 
Last  season,  the  Blues  didn't  win 
a  game  all  year  but  still  managed 
to  lose  by  a  slim  margin  (14-6)  to  a 
York  team  that  would  go  on  to  make 
the  playoffs.  In  the  cyclical  world 
of  OUA  football,  the  York  Lions  can 
currently  lay  claim  to  being  better 
than  the  floundering  Blues.  While 
this  might  attract  a  higher  calibre 
of  player  to  the  wrong  side  of  town, 
there's  always  hope  that  the  tide  will 
eventually  change. 

Russ  Hoff  is  a  former  player  for  both 
the  York  Yeomen  and  the  Varsity  Blues 
football  teams. 


Sports 


No  longer  lone  on  the  range 

Women  golf  at  UofT  begins  to  grow 


by  MICAYLA  GRESCHNER 


I  was  literally  green  with  envy 
when  I  discovered  that  my  dream 
of  being  the  only  female  on  a  male 
varsity  team  was  already  being 
lived  by  another  woman. 

Last  year,  Tanya  Nestor  was 
the  lone  woman  on  the  varsity 
golf  team.  No,  she  didn't  win  this 
roster  spot  through  a  raffle  or 
sweepstakes.  Nestor,  who  has 
been  playing  golf  for  four  years 
and  has  worked  at  three  different 
golf  courses,  was  simply  the  only 
female  that  tried  out. 

While  membership  on  the  golf 
team  certainly  isn't  limited  to 
males,  women  have  only  been 
invited  to  play  on  the  team  since 
last  year.  The  2002/2003  season 
marked  the  pilot  year  for  wom- 
en's golf  at  U  of  T,  but  the  final 
decision  on  extending  the  mem- 
bership to  women  only  passed 
in  September.  This  seriously 
impaired  the  coaches'  scout- 
ing and  team  selection  process. 
According  to  Nestor,  "the  golf 
program  for  women  is  on  a  trial 
basis  and  if  there  is  not  enough 
participation  they  will  not  be  able 
to  continue  playing". 

Luckily  there  has  been  more  fe- 
male interest  in  the  golf  team  this 
year.  Assistant  coach  Michael 
Hunt  was  pleased  to  report  that 
they  started  in  the  spring  with 
five  girls,  and  have  since  pared 
it  down  to  three.  Nestor  remains 


on  the  team,  and  the  rest  of  the 
triumvirate  includes  Meeka  Choo 
and  Sara  Clark. 

This  Friday,  U  of  T  will  enter  it's 
first  ever  women's  team  of  three 
at  the  upcoming  tournament  in 
Waterloo.  Since  tournaments 
are  divided  into  individual  and 
group  categories,  last  year  the 


solo  Nestor  only  competed  as  an 
individual.  This  season,  she  will 
be  joining  her  teammates  in  the 
group  category,  and  as  a  team 
the  top  two  of  their  three  scores 
will  be  counted.  The  trio  will  be 
competing  against  such  schools 
as  Western  and  Guelph,  both  of 
which  boast  two  or  three  teams 


of  female  golfers.  Each  team 
holds  three  women. 

As  enthusiasm  for  the  sport 
grows  and  the  coaches  continue 
to  scout  for  new  female  talent  at 
tournaments  and  intramurals,  it 
seems  less  and  less  likely  that 
Nestor  will  ever  again  hold  the 
team's  coveted  spot  of  lone  fe- 
male golfer. 

The  arrival  of  more  talent  does 
not  dash  Nestor's  dreams,  how- 
ever, nor  does  it  steal  any  of  her 
glory.  In  fact,  she  is  excited  about 
the  new  talent  on  the  team  and 
the  prospect  of  playing  with  the 


other  girls.  Although  she  admits 
she  had  a  good  time  playing  and 
practicing  with  the  boys  last 
year,  Nestor  seems  more  en- 
thused about  promoting  the  team 
for  next  season. 

Assistant  Coach  Hunt  is  look- 
ing forward  to  this  season  and 
to  coaching  the  women.  He  notes 
that  despite  the  new  talent. 
Nestor  is  "still  the  best  we've 
got."  He's  also  hoping  that  more 
will  be  coming  soon.  "U  of  T  is  a 
big  school,"  he  comments,  "there 
have  got  to  be  some  more  good 
women  golfers  out  there." 


Making  a  splash 


GAVIN  BRAUER 

Heave-ho:  This  weekend  the  U  of  T  rowing  te£un  hosted  sprints  on  Centre  Isleind,  in  downtown  Toronto.  The  U  of  T  Sprints  is  the  one  and  only 
invitationzd  regatta  sponsored  by  the  tesun  this  season.  The  women's  eight  "A"  boat,  pictured  above,  heave  with  zill  their  might  last  Saturday. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


HOMECOMING 

Saturday,  October  4,  2003 


The  day's  event  will  include: 


A  Homecoming  Parade  down 

St. George  Street 

A  pre-game  barbeque  and  beer 

tent  on  Varsity  Field 

the  Varsity  Blues  and  Windsor 

Lancers  football  game  at  Varsity 

field 


For  more  info  visit:  www.varsityblues.ca  or  call  (416)  978-651  I. 
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Comics 


SPACE  CAT  by  Fish  Griwkowsky 

Dr.  Space: 
"It's  all  YOUR 
FAULT! 

DR.  SPACE  CAT,  PhD, 

. . .  talks  about 
foot  fetishes  . . . 
making  fun  of 
ugly  people  . . . 
and  why  it's 
important  to 
bomb  everyone 
different. 


Dear  Space  Cat.  i  have 
been  involved  with  a 
'loving  man  for  several 
years  now,  and  for  the 
most  part,  he  makes  me 
feei  special.  But  now 
and  then  I  find  myself 
drifiing  into  fantasies 
about  pirates,  rock 
musicians  and  other 
inaccessible  types  of 
men  my  poor  boyfriend 
can  never  be  in  Ns 
wheelchair-bound  state. 
Am  I  being  selfish  to 
demand  more  out  of  life, 
or  should  I  just  save  the 
sexual  dreaming  In  my 
head? 

Let  me  just 
translate 

your  question  iiito 
English: 
what  the  fuck  is  wrong 
with  me?  Listen,  baby,  on 
my  home  planet, 
Spectacula,  we  have  a 


medical  term  for  people 
like  you:  loser.  Who  says  a 
differently-abled  guy  like 
yours  can't  be  a  rock 
musician?  Look  at  Def 
Leppard.  Or  Nickelback. 
Also,  since  when  do 
pirates  have  all  their  body 
parts?  But  1  think  there's  a 
deeper  problem  at  work 
here:  YOU.  If  I  were  you, 
I'd  take  some 
responsibility,  get  high 
and  go  stuff  myself  into  a 
washing  machine. 

Q Space  Cat.  I 
recdiy  enjoy  your 
columns,  but 
what  I  really 
need  to  know  is  where 
can  you  get  some  redly 
good  crack  in  this  city? 

AWeU,  "Debbie,"  if 
that  is  your  real 
name,  I 
understand  your 


your  need  for  crack. 
Unfortunately,  it  seems 
you  were  a  little  bit  too 
stupid  to  remember  to  tell 
me  which  city  you  live  in, 
so  I'd  just  head  to  the 
ghetto  with  a  sign  around 
your  neck  reading, 
"Looking  for  crack,  apply 
within."  Good  luck,  idiot! 

Ql  have  a  beef 
with  my  advice 
columnist.  He's  a 
fat,  bald,  self- 
righteous  ass  who  wears 
gay  dress  jackets  with 
shoulder  pads  in  them, 
blames  everyone's 
problems  on  themselves 
and  gets  paid  rrnllions  of 
dollars  for  being  a  jerk. 
What  should  I  do? 

Al  can  only  heartily 
suggest  you  go 
fucking  fuck 
yourself! 


VARSITY  HAPPENINGS  By  Bill  Benson 
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Classifieds 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808  -  GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal -min.  3  deals  p.w. 

TEACH  ENGLISH  OVERSEAS! 

TESOL  Workshops  for  Canadians, 
Toronto  -  Saturday,  Sept.  27.  One  day 
and  you're  on  your  way!  1-866-912-4465 
www.goteach.ca 

SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED! 

Make  extra  money  while  helping  others 
by  becoming  a  Xytex  Sperm  Donor  Ages 
18-38.  Call  416-924-3021  today! 


ART  SALE 

Fine  Art,  Antiques,  Curios,  Silent  Auc- 
tion and  Fixed  Price.  383  Huron  Street, 
Bloor/Spadina.  Saturday,  October  4th  5-8 
p.m.  Preview;  (www.stthomas.on.ca)  No 
credit  cards. 


APPLYING  TO  THE  FACULTY  OF 
EDUCATION? 

Maximize  your  admissions  potential.  Con- 
tact teacher_success@hotmail.com.  Very 
reasonable  flat  consultation  fee  of  $75.00. 


DOWNTOWN  PARKING  AVAILABLE 

Indoor  parking  in  a  modern  condo  build- 
ing w/security.  College  &  Yonge  area.  $60 
p/month  or  1  year  for  $600.  For  info  call 
(416)  530-9717. 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr. 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  -i-. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 

WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compunow  416/539-9443. 


TUTOR  FOR  ESSAY  WRITERS 

Certified  teacher  [M.A.].  Get  the  help 
you  need!  Humanities  and  ESLstudents. 
For  appointment  call  416-503-2010  or  e- 
mail  glenn7777@idirect.com 

COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C,  C-H-,  Data  Structures.  Tutoring, 
Exam  Review,  Programming  Lessons.  Ed 
416-785-5115  students  @cstutoring.com 


PFC:  QUALITY  EDITING 

Professional  editing  of  social  science/ 
humanities  manuscripts.  Student  rates 
available.  Academic  dishonesty  won't 
be  tolerated.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
Visit  www.pfconsulting.ca  ,  email 
info@pfconsulting.ca  or  phone  647- 
888-2373. 

EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  COPY 
EDITOR  &  WRITING  COACH 

Academic  papers,  thesis,  and 
articles.  APA  style  a  specialty.  Mary 
Ann  Carswell.  Member,  Editor's 
Association  of  Canada.  416-469-6784. 
mcarswell@sympatico.ca. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00  for 
non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including 
spaces)ofBOLDtypefortheadheader.Additionalboldtype$2.00.Nocopychangesaftersubraission, 
no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue -Thursday  noon,  for 
Thursday  issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 


i  give  you 
the  world 
(plus  1 0%) 


REPEAT  USERS 
WILL  RECEIVE  EXTRA  PREPAID 
LONG  DISTANCE  MINUTES 
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Ready  for 
comehoming 
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THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  2, 2003 

Tories 
bail  on 
racism 
debate 

bvALINAOLSHENITSKY  


Immigration,  racial  relations  and  vis- 
ible minority  issues  were  the  focus  of 
this  Monday's  Political  Parties  Debate 
at  Toronto's  Metro  Hall.  Hosted  by  the 
Ontario  Council  of  Agencies  Serving 
Immigrants  (OCASI)  and  the  Canadian 
Race  Relations  Foundation  (CRRF), 
the  in-depth  forum  gave  politicians 
an  opportunity  to  demonstrate  to  at- 
tendees their  governments'  plans  re- 
garding employment,  housing,  educa- 
tion, healthcare,  and  human  rights  to 
better  accommodate  immigrants  and 
multi-racial  communities  in  Ontario. 
Rosario  Marchese  represented  the 
NDP,  while  michael  Bryant  held  court 
for  the  Liberals.  Although  invited,  Pro- 
gressive Conservative  representative/ 
Minister  of  Health  Tony  Clement  did 
not  attend  the  debate. 

"Tories  never  want  to  come  to 
debates,"  said  Rosario  Marchese  in 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO'S  STUDENT  NEWSPAPER  SINCE  1880 


Paper  tigers 


The  whiz  kids  of  Paper  Bag  Records  celebrate  their  first  anniversary.  See  feature  page  6. 


his  two-minute  opening  statement.  It 
is  difficult  for  political  parties  to  talk 
about  issues  concerning  immigrants, 
he  said,  but  the  NDP  has  a  fixed  agen- 
da which  will  help  not  only  accommo- 
date these  specific  communities  but 
all  communities  in  Ontario.  It  includes 


increasing  the  minimum  wage  from 
$6.85  to  $8  per  hour,  establishing  $10 
per  day  child-care  services  (similar  to 
Quebec  where  it  is  $5  per  day),  freez- 
ing rent  increase,  and  making  sure 
that  hydro  remains  in  public  hands. 
Michael  Bryant,  in  his  turn  of  open- 


ing remarks,  stated:  "We  must  be  the 
change  we  wish  to  see."  Dalton  Mc- 
Guinty,  he  said,  has  dedicated  a  whole 
platform  focusing  on  the  diversity 
of  Ontario,  which  encourages  to  use 

See  Ji ACE  on  page  2 


Chip  off  the  old  block:  Che's  daughter  speaks  out 


byBRONWYNKIENAPPLE 
VARSITY  STAFF 


The  evening  was  supposed  to  be  one 
of  solidarity  to  help  free  the  Cuban 
Five.  From  the  first  appearance  of 
communist/socialist  pamphlets  at 
the  door  to  rousing  speeches  in  sup- 
port of  Cuban  politics,  it  quickly  be- 
came apparent  that  the  issue  at  stake 
was  much  more  than  simple  justice. 

The  talk,  held  on  Sept.  29  at  OlSE, 
featured  not  only  speeches  but  also 
poetry  and  dance.  The  highlight 
of  the  evening  was  a  speech  by  Dr. 
Aleida  Guevara  March,  the  daughter 
of  Cuban  hero  Che  Guevara. 

It  was  all  intended  to  throw  sup- 
port behind  five  Cubans  who  have 
been  imprisoned  in  the  United  States. 
Sent  to  Florida  to  investigate  the  ac- 
tions of  anti-Cuban  terrorist  groups, 
the  five  used  public  documents  to 
gather  information  about  future  at- 
tacks. In  September  1998  all  were 
arrested  on  counts  of  conspiracy  to 
commit  espionage.  Three  of  them 
were  handed  life  sentences. 

Juan  Carranza,  from  the  Lawyer's 
Committee  for  the  Anti -terrorist  Cu- 
ban Five,  stressed  that  the  charges 
were  'trumped  up'  and  that  the  FBI 
had  no  real  evidence  against  the 
five.  Irma  Gonzalez,  the  daughter  of 
one  of  the  Cuban  Five  also  protested 
that,  "[The  Cuban  Five]  went  not  only 
to  save  Cuban  lives  but  also  human 
lives." 


March  pointed  to  ongoing  U.S. 
animosity  towards  Cuba  as  the  root 
of  the  unfair  incarceration  of  the 
five.  She  spoke  against  the  U.S.  war 
on  terrorism,  highlighting  the  exis- 
tence of  several  Miami-based  ter- 
rorist groups.  The  groups,  which  are 
dedicated  to  the  persecution  of  Cuba, 
have  received  little  dissuasion  from 
the  U.S.  government.  Said  March, 
"These  are  the  real  terrorists. ..There 
is  no  shame  with  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment." 

According  to  Carranza,  in  the  past 
40  years  3,000  people  have  been 
killed  in  Cuba  due  to  terrorist  activ- 
ity, much  of  it  backed  by  the  U.S. 
government.  The  CIA  has  also  been 


responsible  for  crushing  the  sugar 
cane  and  pig  meat  industries  in  Cuba 
through  underhanded  operations. 

March  attributes  these  actions 
to  "Fear  that  the  example  of  Cuba 
could  be  multiplied  throughout  Latin 
America."  She  added  later,  "Cuba  is 
a  dangerous  example.. .it  has  shown 
that  another  world  is  possible." 
March  condemned  the  US  for  its 
desire  to  maintain  unequal  economic 
negotiations  with  poorer  nations 
and  praised  Cuba  for  its  ability  to 
take  a  stance  against  the  American 
superpower. 

In  her  conclusion,  March  declared 
"We  ask  that  they  [the  US]  treat  these 
men  as  what  they  are,  true  heroes 


of  the  Cuban  people."  The  crowd, 
largely  middle-aged,  met  March's 
statements  with  rallying  cries  and 
thunderous  applause.  One  student 
from  George  Brown  described  the 
speech  as  "extremely  empowering." 

The  panel  then  entertained  numer- 
ous questions  from  the  audience. 
March  spoke  at  length,  recommend- 
ing that  university  students  read 
the  texts  of  her  father,  Che  Guevara. 
She  also  dismissed  suggestions  that 
Cuba  would  fall  following  the  death 
of  Fidel  Castro.  March  pointed  to  the 
strength  of  the  Cuban  people  as  the 
source  of  Cuba's  survival  as  a  com- 
munist state  in  the  face  of  a  largely 
capitalist  world. 


Dr.  Aleida  Guevara  March  (right)  speaks  to  an  overflow  crowd  that  spilled  into  the  aisles  Qeff)  on  Monday. 
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More  new 
buildings  also 
approved  at 
board  meeting 

byJOHKMACKtY  

U  of  T  President  Robert  Birgeneau 
stated  on  Monday  that  the  provincial 
Liberals'  promise  to  freeze  tuition 
fees  was  made  without  a  full  under- 
standing of  its  implications  for  the 
University's  finances. 

Speaking  at  a  meeting  of  the  Busi- 
ness Board  of  the  Governing  Council, 
Birgeneau  said  that  at  a  meeting  earli- 
er this  year  with  Liberal  leader  Dalton 
McGuinty,  it  was  apparent  to  him  that 
the  Liberals  had  not  understood  that 
the  proposed  freeze  would  cost  the 
university  $160  million  a  year.  "The 
numbers  were  surprising  to  them," 
said  Birgeneau. 

Birgeneau's  comments  followed 
a  presentation  by  Vice  President 
for  Government  and  Institutional 
Relations  Sheldon  Levy,  in  which  he 
stated  that  Ontario  is  tenth  among 
Canadian  provinces  in  university  op- 
erating grants  per  capita,  per  student 
enrolled,  and  per  $1,000  of  personal 
provincial  income.  Board  members 
agreed  that  this  was  an  unsustain- 
able situation. 

While  no  member  of  the  board 
explicitly  opposed  the  tuition  freeze, 
Levy  said  that  unless  it  were  accom- 
panied by  new  money  from  another 
source,  it  would  make  the  situation 
even  worse.  He  noted  that  inflation 
at  the  university  level  is  about  four 
per  cent.  He  said  that  he  had  met 
with  the  presumed  new  Liberal  chief 
of  staff,  whom  he  did  not  identify,  and 
characterized  his/her  reaction  to  the 
university  administration's  reaction 
to  the  proposed  freeze  as  "interesting 
ideas,  no  commitment,  ears  open". 

A  tuition  freeze  is  an  important 
component  of  the  post-secondary 
education  platform  of  the  Liberals, 
who  are  currently  leading  in  the  polls 
for  the  election  today. 

See/JOAR/Jon  page  2 
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U  of  T  greens  take  a 
UTERN 


by  JAMES  HUGHES 


The  main  goal  of  U  of  T's  newest  envi- 
ronmental network  is  to  give  students 
the  opportunity  to  bring  their  green 
ideas  to  life.  The  University  of  Toronto 
Environmental  Resource  Network,  or 
UTERN,  will  soon  be  giving  out  grants 
to  fund  environmental  projects  on  all 
three  U  of  T  campuses.  Thanks  to  a 
50  cent  levy  approved  last  year  in 
coordination  with  SAC,  UTERN  will 
be  awarding  approximately  $20,000  in 
grants  to  help  fund  an  assortment  of 
student  environmental  initiatives. 

Jake  Irwin,  the  communications 
director  for  UTERN,  states  that  one  of 
the  central  aims  of  the  new  umbrella 
organization  is  to  foster  an  environ- 
mental network  at  U  of  T.  Irwin  notes 
"there  are  environmentally-minded 
people  on  different  campuses  and 
in  different  programs  who  may  not 
have  the  chance  to  communicate." 
He  hopes  that  UTERN  can  cultivate 
a  network  of  like-minded  individuals 
by  giving  grants  to  groups  that  share 
their  resources,  and  are  engaged 
with  the  broader  U  of  T  environmen- 
tal community.  Irwin  stresses  that 
"UTERN  will  be  giving  its  money  to 
students,"  and  that  the  objective  of 


the  program  is  to  develop  atypical 
environmental  ideas  that  would  nor- 
mally go  undeveloped  due  to  of  lack 
of  funds. 

The  UTERN  Board  of  Directors, 
which  is  made  up  of  II  elected  stu- 
dent representatives  who  speak  for 
an  assortment  of  campus  environ- 
mental organizations,  has  the  final 
say  when  it  comes  to  awarding  grants. 
Applications  for  UTERN  grants  will 
soon  be  available  on  the  group's  Web 
site,  www.utern.sa.utoronto.ca. 

In  addition  to  awarding  grants, 
UTERN  itself  is  also  getting  involved 
on  campus.  One  of  the  first  envi- 
ronmental initiatives  that  UTERN  is 
undertaking  is  a  printer  cartridge 
recycling  program.  Involving  drop- 
off locations  for  the  used  cartridges, 
Irwin  anticipates  the  program  will 
actually  generate  revenue  for  UTERN 
and  help  make  U  of  T  a  more  environ- 
mentally friendly  place. 

UTERN's  annual  general  meeting 
takes  place  tonight  from  4:30  to  6: 
00  p.m.  at  Innis  Town  Hall,  and  all 
are  welcome.  The  election  of  several 
new  board  members  is  planned,  and 
John  Stonehouse  from  the  Evergreen 
Foundation  will  be  giving  the  keynote 
address. 
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our  diversity  to  our  own  advantage 
by  opening  up  regulatory  bodies  and 
placing  skilled  newcomers  in  their 
specialized  professions  (rather  than 
working  in  low  cost  jobs),  providing 
ESL  classes  to  adults  (ESL  funding 
has  gone  down  31  per  cent  with  the 
PC  government,  according  to  Bryant), 
and  increasing  child  care  access. 

Education  was  one  of  the  many  is- 
sues on  the  table.  "What  will  your  par- 
ty do  to  remove  barriers  in  education 
to  ethnically  diverse  young  adults? 
Asked  Clive  Braham  of  CHRY  Radio. 
"Most  importantly,  we  must  give  ac- 
cess to  child  care  for  everybody.  The 
Liberals  are  also  planning  to  make  a 
big  investment  in  post  secondary  edu- 
cation, increase  the  number  of  spaces 
in  universities  and  freeze  tuition,"  said 
Bryant. 

"NDP  will  make  sure  that  children 
receive  equal  opportunities  at  school 
from  early  age,"  said  Marchese.  In 
terms  of  the  financial  aspect,  Mar- 
chese stated:  "The  PC  government 
took  $2  billion  out  of  the  education 
system.  $2.1  Billion  should  be  taken 
back.  NDP  is  planning  to  reduce  tu- 
ition fees  by  10  per  cent,  and  we  need 
this  money  to  reduce  tuition  fees." 


ANDREA  MCKENZIE 

Michael  Bryant  of  the  Liberals  discusses  race  and  immigration 
issues  last  Tuesday 


But  the  key  focus  of  the  event  was 
racial  relations.  OCASl,  one  of  the 
hosting  organizations  of  the  debate, 
is  the  umbrella  association  for  more 
than  150  immigrant  and  refugee- 
serving  organizations  in  Ontario. 
Its  president,  Uzma  Shakir,  said  that 
"more  than  25  per  cent  of  the  popu- 
lation of  Ontario  is  foreign-born, 
and  yet  immigrants,  refugees  and 
racialized  communities  have  been 
all  but  invisible  in  the  debates  on  the 
Ontario  provincial  elections,  except 
when  they  are  being  demonized." 

Chair  of  CRRF,  Pat  Case,  charged 


that  in  the  past,  leaders'  debates 
were  based  on  a  "white  agenda  that 
ignored  the  issues  of  racialized  com- 
munities, even  though  more  than  19 
per  cent  of  Ontario's  population  is 
visible  minority." 

To  this,  both  Marchese  and  Bryant 
responded  that  both  of  their  govern- 
ments promise  to  bring  minorities 
into  the  political  debate  circle  by  ac- 
tively talking  and  educating  Ontario 
residents  about  Ontario's  multira- 
cial communities,  and  establishing 
special  institutions  to  fight  racism 
in  Ontario. 


They  can't  vote,  but  they  can 
still  contribute 


byROMANAKING 


Sandra  Pareja  can't  vote.  But  that 
didn't  stop  her  from  getting  involved 
in  the  provincial  election.  At  age  17, 
Pareja  is  one  of  9,300  double  cohort 
students  admitted  into  the  founda- 
tion year  at  U  of  T;  she  is  also  an 
active  campaigner  for  Greg  Laxton, 
the  Green  Party  representative  for 
Trinity-Spadina. 

Despite  her  inability  to  exercise 
the  most  basic  democratic  right, 
Pareja  explains  that  her  capacity  to 
support  the  candidate  of  her  choice 
is  just  as  important  as  casting  a  bal- 
lot at  the  poll  booth. 

"1  went  to  an  all-girls  Catholic 
high  school — Loretto  Abbey — and 
so  many  of  the  students  there  were 
so  apathetic  (regarding  politics)," 
said  Pareja.  "But  I  don't  think  it  was 
because  they  didn't  care,  as  much  as 
they  weren't  educated.  For  me,  that's 
the  key  to  everything:  education." 

For  Pareja,  education  started  in 
the  home. 

"My  mother  was  always  conscien- 
tious about  following  her  values. 
She  wasn't  an  activist,  just  aware," 
explains  Pareja.  "As  for  my  father,  he 
works  for  Chrysler  and  while  1  don't 
always  agree  with  everything  the 
company  does,  I  realized  at  an  early 
age  that  it  was  his  job  that  put  food 


on  the  table." 

While  Pareja  was  already  involved 
in  volunteering  for  a  number  of 
organizations — including  Amnesty 
International — the  vibrant  17-year 
old  didn't  become  overtly  involved 
in  politics  until  she  stepped  foot  onto 
the  university  campus. 

"I  think  a  lot  of  people  when  they 
go  to  university  become  more  open," 
Pareja  said.  "They  are  no  longer  sur- 
rounded by  all  their  friends  and  this 
gives  them  an  opportunity  to  check 
out  different  clubs,  and  events.  In 
this  way  they  lose  that  know-it-all 
high  school  mentality  and  learn  new 
ideas." 

Dmytro  Hys  couldn't  agree  more. 
At  age  26,  Hys  is  in  his  final  year  of  a 
political  theory  masters  program  at 
U  of  T,  under  the  Institute  of  Chris- 
tian Studies. 

Like  Pareja,  Hys  is  also  ineligible  to 
vote;  he  is  an  international  student 
with  citizenship  in  the  Ukraine. 

Hys  is  also  politically  active;  he 
volunteers  at  least  three  nights  a 
week  to  help  campaign  for  Nellie  Pe- 
dro, the  provincial  Liberal  candidate 
for  the  Trinity-Spadina  riding. 

"1  was  interested  in  doing  some- 
thing within  this  riding,  even  though 
1  don't  vote."  explains  Hys. 

He  strongly  believes  that  univer- 
sity can  have  an  impact  on  the  level 
of  involvement  youth  and  students 


have  within  local,  provincial  and 
national  politics. 

"For  me  the  impact  came  in  grad 
school  not  at  the  undergraduate 
level,"  Hys  said.  "My  studies  became 
more  theoretical,  1  developed  a  criti- 
cal approach — now  1  don't  just  read 
a  newspaper  and  take  what  they  say 
as  the  ultimate  truth." 

For  Hys,  being  politically  aware  is 
extremely  important,  especially  in  a 
democracy. 

"We  have  one  duty  and  that's  to 
vote,"  he  said,  before  continuing 
on  to  explain  that  as  a  left  liberal  it 
only  seemed  appropriate  to  support 
the  party  that  exemplified  his  basic 
beliefs. 

Now,  in  his  final  year  of  study,  Hys 
is  toying  with  the  idea  of  a  public 
political  life. 

"I'm  not  sure  if  I  want  to  be  an 
active  MP.  I've  seen  what  those  can- 
didates endure,"  Hys  said,  but,  after 
flashing  a  quick,  boyish  grin,  he  adds 
"perhaps  I'll  opt  instead  to  specialize 
in  conflict  resolution. " 

For  Pareja,  her  involvement  in  the 
political  campaign  process  helped 
her  appreciate  how  truly  important 
it  is  for  everyone  to  participate. 

"1  understand  that  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  the  perfect  party.  There  are 
some  Green  Party  policies  I  disagree 
with,  but  it's  a  process  and  that's 
what  counts." 
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Birgeneau  said  that  without  new 
money,  the  student/faculty  ratio  will 
continue  to  increase.  "We  just  can't 
let  this  continue,"  he  said. 

Levy  also  argued  that  U  of  T's 
graduate  schools  are  facing  major 
funding  difficulties  in  the  near  future 
as  graduate  enrolment  increases  as 
a  result  of  the  federal  government's 
innovation  agenda  and  the  double 
cohort  students  going  to  grad  school. 
Because  "we  aren't  funded  for  in- 
creased graduate  students,"  Levy 
called  for  financial  planning  for  the 
increased  enrolment  to  start  as  soon 
as  possible.  "This  issue  cannot  be 
solved  as  a  one-size-fits-all,"  he  said. 

Board  member  Timothy  Reid  also 
expressed  concerned  over  the  physi- 
cal condition  of  many  U  of  T  build- 


ings, another  financial  concern  for 
the  near  future. 

The  other  major  event  at  Monday's 
meeting  was  the  approval  by  the 
board  of  the  spending  of  $54.4  million 
for  the  construction  of  a  major  new 
academic  building  at  each  of  U  of  T's 
two  suburban  campuses. 

The  Academic  Learning  Centre  at 
UTM  and  the  Arts/Classroom  Build- 
ing at  U  of  T  at  Scarborough  (UTSC) 
now  only  need  the  final  green  light 
from  the  Governing  Council  as  a 
whole  before  construction  will  begin; 
an  architectural  team  has  already 
been  selected  for  both  projects. 

Mississauga's  Academic  Learning 
Centre  (ALC)  is  intended  to  remedy 
what  John  BisantI,  the  university's 
Chief  Capital  Projects  Officer,  called 
"the  tremendous  shortage  of  study 
space  at  UTM."  The  96,800  square- 


foot  building  will  contain  a  variety 
of  new  classrooms,  as  well  as  being 
the  new  home  for  an  expanded  UTM 
library.  It  is  planned  to  be  completed 
by  September  2006,  and  is  projected 
to  cost  $34  million. 

The  Arts/Classroom  Building  at 
Scarborough  will  fulfill  a  similar 
purpose,  containing  general  and  spe- 
cialized classrooms  and  academic 
and  administrative  offices.  It  is  will 
also  serve  as  what  Bisanti  called  a 
"welcome  hall",  a  focal  point  for  the 
campus.  The  building  Is  scheduled 
for  completion  by  September  2005 
and  will  cost  $20.4  million. 

Both  projects  are  mostly  being  fi- 
nanced by  money  from  the  province's 
SuperBuild  fund,  but  approximately 
28  per  cent  of  the  funds  will  come 
from  two  mortgages  serviced  by  the 
Enrolment  Growth  Fund. 
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Access  denied:  U  of  T  deals 
with  barriers  on  campus 


by  HEATHER  MORRISON  

As  the  double  cohort  floods  the  Univer- 
sity of  Toronto  with  students,  one  might 
take  notice  of  the  low  number  of  disable 
people  among  them.  This  deficiency  is 
not  due  to  a  lack  of  disabled  students 
with  high  grades,  instead,  the  problem 
lies  with  inaccessibility  in  and  around 
our  campuses,  say  critics. 

As  with  any  goal,  there  are  obstacles 
present,  which  hinder  U  of  T's  progress 
in  attaining  the  ideal,  barrier-free  cam- 
pus. First,  the  availability  of  adequate 
funding  is  a  key  issue.  There  are  com- 
peting demands  for  all  funds,  which 
are  also  needed  to  address  the  double 
cohort,  increase  student  study  space, 
attend  to  safety  hazards  such  as  asbes- 
tos and  PCB  removal  and  much  more. 

Vice  Provost  of  Space  and  Facilities 
Planning  Ron  Venter  explains  "  each 
case  must  be  assessed  on  it's  individual 
merits,"  because  "All  have  value,  but 
what  might  help  more  persons  is  cer- 
tainly a  factor. 

"For  example,  a  project  that  can 
expand  accessibility,  is  the  Med.  Sci. 
building,  an  improvement  that  can 
benefit  many  users  and  might  only  cost 
$100,000.  Another  project  might  cost 
$500,000  and  only  gets  the  wheelchair 
onto  the  first  floor  level." 

This,  however,  has  not  deterred 
groups  such  as  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Barrier  Free  Access,  chaired  by 
Susan  Addario,  from  making  progress. 
In  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee, which  is  submitted  annually  to  the 


Governing  Council  for  approval,  the 
current  Capital  Plan  of  the  University 
allotted  $750-850  million  for  increasing 
accessibility  on  all  three  campuses  be- 
tween 1990  and  2006.  Included  in  this  is 
the  construction  of  new  facilities,  as  well 
as  washroom,  elevator  and  power  door 
innovations. 

The  second  roadblock  U  of  T  faces  is 
renovating  its  traditional  heritage  build- 
ings, in  which  many  tutorials,  lectures 
and  student  service  programs  are  held. 
Although  the  university  is  trying  to  solve 
this  dilemma,  it  is  a  main  reason  why  so 
many  buildings.  Awards  and  Admis- 
sions for  example,  remain  inaccessible. 
To  help  disabled  students  cope  under 
these  circumstances,  lectures  and  tuto- 
rials scheduled  in  unsuitable  rooms  are 
changed  to  meet  their  needs.  Students 
are  also  encouraged  to  register  early 
with  the  Accessibility  Service,  whose 
staff  can  identify  problematic  locations 
in  advance. 

U  of  T  is  not  the  only  post-secondary 
institution  combating  campus  accessi- 
bility issues.  Other  universities,  such  as 
Carleton  in  Ottawa,  are  also  implement- 
ing services  for  the  disabled.  Carleton 
has  developed  a  pilot  program,  in  place 
since  1987,  for  the  first  fully  accessible 
residences,  accompanied  by  attendant 
caregivers  who  work  with  the  disabled 
students  to  meet  their  needs  day  and 
night. 

Since  the  care  givers  are  also  Car- 
leton students,  it  provides  able-bodied 
scholars  with  well-paying,  on-campus 
jobs,  while  enabling  disabled  people 


to  enjoy  and  explore  the  full  university 
experience  with  equal  opportunities  as 
their  peers,  free  of  charge. 

Matthew  Cole,  executive  director  of 
Carleton  University  Attendant  Services, 
says,  "This  program  is  running  very 
smoothly,  we  believe,  based  on  feed- 
back from  clients  who  have  moved  into 
the  community,  the  level  of  service  we 
provide  is  unsurpassed."  Although  Car- 
leton doesn't  face  the  same  construc- 
tion hurdles  as  U  of  T,  as  it  is  a  much 
younger  university  (60  years  old),  it  is  a 
prime  example  of  what  can  be  done. 

Cole  proudly  states  "We  took  the  bar- 
rier-free model  as  a  starting  point  and 
made  dozens  of  improvements."  These 
improvements  include  underground  ac- 
cess tunnels  to  all  buildings,  roll-under 
sinks,  automatic  doors  and  much  more. 

Thousands  of  disabled  students 
graduate  high  school  every  year,  in 
search  of  a  university  that  can  best 
meet  their  needs.  Last  year  on  the  St. 
George  campus  alone  over  1,000  stu- 
dents registered  with  the  Accessibility 
Service,  a  number  that  will  only  con- 
tinue to  grow  as  disabled  integration  in 
the  greater  populace  increases.  While 
this  number  shows  that  it  is  possible 
for  handicapped  people  to  enjoy  an 
education  at  U  of  T,  it  remains  one  of 
the  restrictions. 

Venter  states,  "we  may  never  get 
there,  as  the  definition  and  require- 
ments will  continue  to  change,  but 
this  should  not  stop  us  from  trying 
to  achieve  the  ultimate  accessible 
campus." 


Gandhi  day  brings  volunteering  to  campus 


by  ROMANAKING 


Seventy-three  years  ago,  Mahatma 
Gandhi  walked  more  than  320  kilo- 
metres to  make  a  difference,  now 
more  than  10,000  volunteers  across 
North  America  are  following  in  his 
footsteps — figuratively  speaking. 

This  Saturday  thousands  of  people 
will  celebrate  the  memory  of  Gandhi, 
one  of  the  world's  greatest  humani- 
tarians, by  performing  volunteer  ser- 
vices within  their  local  communities. 

For  Nidhee  Jadeja,  19,  a  second- 
year  life  sciences  student  at  U  of 
T,  the  day  will  have  special  signifi- 
cance. 

Culturally  Indian,  Jadeja  was  born 
and  raised  in  South  Africa,  the  nation 
that  taught  Gandhi  about  the  atroci- 
ties of  discrimination. 

Jadeja  heard  about  the  National 
Gandhi  Day  of  Service  more  than  a 
year  ago  and  immediately  knew  that 
she  had  to  bring  the  event  to  U  of  T's 
downtown  campus. 

"When  I  looked  around,  1  didn't  no- 


tice a  campus-wide  event  that  would 
allow  students  to  give  back  to  the 
surrounding  community.  1  knew  the 
campus  needed  some  sort  of  collec- 
tive action.  That's  when  I  approached 
Deanne  Fisher,  coordinator  at  the 
Student  Affairs  office. " 

Now,  a  little  over  a  year  later,  Jadeja 
and  a  handful  of  volunteer  organizers 
are  preparing  for  Toronto's  inaugural 
Gandhi  Day  of  Service  event  sched- 
uled for  this  Saturday,  Oct.  4,  2003. 

While  this  is  the  fifth  annual  event 
for  the  North  American  Gandhi  Day 
of  Service,  this  will  be  the  first  official 
year  Toronto  will  get  to  add  it's  name 
to  the  list  of  more  than  135  profes- 
sional and  educational  organizations 
participating  in  over  50,000  hours  of 
volunteer  service. 

To  prepare  for  the  event,  Jadeja 
and  the  volunteer  organizers  con- 
tacted a  number  of  organizations 
within  walking  distance  of  the  St. 
George  campus. 

"Lots  of  people  pass  by  places  like 
the  Scott  Mission,  but  may  not  think 


twice  about  it,"  said  Jadeja.  "But  after 
Saturday,  students  will  have  a  better 
idea  of  the  surrounding  community 
and  the  surrounding  community  will 
know  we,  as  students,  are  involved." 

Volunteers  will  be  dispersed  to  one 
of  seven  participating  associations, 
which  include:  Evergreen  Street 
Youth,  Yonge  St.  Mission,  Central 
Park  Lodge,  O'Neill  Centre,  Daily 
Bread  Food  Bank  and  the  Scott  Mis- 
sion. 

To  start  the  day,  volunteers  will 
meet  at  9  a.m.  at  the  Front  Campus, 
disseminate  to  the  participating  cen- 
tres, and  then  meet  back  on  campus 
for  group  reflection  and  to  obtain  a 
certificate  of  participation,  Jadeja 
explains. 

While  there  are  already  35  reg- 
istered participants  for  Saturday's 
UTGandhi  Day,  Jadeja  encour- 
ages any  interested  person  to 
contact  her  either  through  email, 
utgandhiday@hotmail.com  or  by  tele- 
phone, 416-979-8070.  For  more  infor- 
mation log  on  to  www.gandhiday.org. 
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The  rebellion  in 
Kensington 


LETTERS 


Be  thankful 
for  wealth 


There  goes 
the  bride 


byMARKRENNESON  

Amid  the  grilled  sardine  sandwiches, 
mural  painting,  and  live  music  of  last 
Sunday's  Harvest  Festival,  emerged 
an  important  protest.  This  demon- 
stration, I  submit,  had  far  greater 
implications  than  many  of  the  events 
in  Queen's  Park  or  on  Parliament  Hill. 
Of  course,  most  people  weren't  aware 
they  were  protesting  and  it  certainly 
wasn't  why  people  came  to  Kensing- 
ton Market.  What  sprung  up  from 
these  twelve  hours  of  creativity,  pas- 
sion and  fun  was  not  a  challenge  to 
any  particular  problem — American/ 
British  occupation  of  Iraq,  tit-for-tat 
suicide  bombings,  or  the  lack  of  af- 
fordable housing,  etc. — but  a  very 
real  and  concrete  protest  that  struck 
a  blow  to  the  root  of  these  prob- 
lems— absurdity. 

Most  of  the  things  we  normally  pro- 
test are  the  result  of  absurd  ways  of 
thinking.  For  example,  it  is  ludicrous 
that  in  a  country  and  city  with  so 
much  wealth,  we  still  have  home- 
less people.  It  is  crazy  to  think  that 
a  not-actually-elected  head  of  state 
can  fabricate  legitimate  reasons  for 
demolishing  a  sovereign  country.  It 
is  stunning  to  think  that  while  these 
injustices  occur,  we  spend  our  time 
struggling  with  the  difficult  decision 
of  whether  to  go  out  for  dinner  and 
drinks  or  to  stay  home  and  watch 
commercials.  Yes,  my  friends,  we  are 
living  absurdly. 

Thankfully,  this  is  where  the  Har- 


DearSEC. 

A  [non-SECj  speaker  at  my  college 
said  that  it  was  impossible  to  conceive 
while  menstruating.  Is  this  true?  Are 
there  any  times  during  the  menstrual 
cycle  when  a  woman  can't  get  preg- 
nant? 

Really  Aggravated  Girl 

Women  can  definitely  conceive 
while  menstruating.  The  notion 
that  women  can't  get  pregnant 
during  their  period  is  based  on  the 
assumption  that  women  ovulate 
halfway  through  their  cycle  and 
have  an  approximate  nine-day  win- 
dow of  fertility,  which  ends  before 
she  begins  menstruating.  Theoreti- 
cally (and  best  left  so),  if  a  woman 
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vest  Festival  comes  in.  Kensington 
was  packed  on  a  Sunday  afternoon. 
Every  "group"  in  Toronto  was  rep- 
resented. Bellevue  Square  Park  was 
crawling  with  kids  painting,  playing, 
listening  to  stories,  and  laughing  their 
heads  off.  And  while  the  merchants 
peddled  their  wares,  the  bands  did 
their  thing.  The  coldness  that  we 
often  project  to  one  another  on  the 
subway  or  at  work  seemed  to  melt 
away  as  fast  as  ice  cream  in  the  hands 
of  the  five-year-old  who  was  sure  she 
could  lick  and  paint  at  the  same  time. 

We  all  shared  in  the  joy 
that  exists  when  people 
come  together — 
attracted  by  interest, 
not  agendas — and 
share  in  something. 

What  1  saw  in  Kensington  was  fun- 
loving  people  acting  very  sanely.  The 
Market  became  an  absurdity-free 
zone.  And  the  thing  that  capped  it 
all  off  and  struck  the  hardest  blow 
to  the  root  of  the  world's  problems? 
The  Samba  Squad.  At  about  7:30pm, 
this  band  of  about  thirty  drummers 
played  with  incredible  enthusiasm, 
precision  and  intelligence  as  they 
were  led  by  a  conductor  who  blew 
his  whistle  and  waved  his  hands. 
Though  not  all  of  us  were  willing  to 


can  determine  when  she  ovulates, 
she  can  determine  when  she  is 
and  isn't  fertile.  If  this  were  true 
at  all,  however,  then  the  so-called 
"rhythm  method"  wouldn't  have  an 
80%  failure  rate. 

Some  methods  used  to  track  ovu- 
lation include  examining  cervical 
mucus,  charting  body  temperature, 
and  analyzing  spit,  none  of  which 
are  exact  sciences  and  thus  more 
suitable  'birth  control'  for  women 
who  wouldn't  mind  getting  preg- 
nant. A  recent  study  published 
in  the  Toronto  Star  reports  that  a 
woman  can  ovulate  up  to  three 
times  during  her  cycle,  meaning 
pregnancy  can  occur  at  any  time. , 

In  other  words,  ladies:  If  young 
motherhood  isn't  on  your  to-ex- 
perience  list,  always  use  a  reliable 


dance  our  way  into  the  middle  of  the 
circle,  it  was  impossible  to  stand  still. 
1  guarantee  that  if  Yasser  Arafat  and 
Ariel  Sharon  were  standing  side  by 
side  near  this  circle,  they  too  would 
be  swept  up  in  the  energy  and  would 
be  hard-pressed  to  even  think  about 
continuing  in  their  absurd  ways. 
Perhaps  what  these  fellows  need  is  a 
little  toe-tapping  and  hip-shaking! 

To  sum  up  the  entire  day  at  the 
Harvest  festival  I  would  use  three 
words:  creativity,  passion,  and  fun. 
The  organizers  who  put  this  event 
together  undoubtedly  embodied 
these  qualities.  And  it  had  a  ripple 
effect.  We  all  felt  the  enthusiasm,  we 
all  shared  in  the  joy  that  exists  when 
people  come  together — attracted  by 
interest,  not  agendas — and  share  in 
something.  And  to  my  mind,  this  is 
exactly  the  type  of  thing  that  under- 
mines the  root  cause  of  what  ails  us 
as  a  group. 

Alone,  of  course,  events  like  the 
Kensington  Harvest  Festival  will  not 
end  the  world's  problems.  But  we 
should  not  dismiss  these  gatherings 
as  mere  entertainment.  For  twelve 
straight  hours  on  Sunday,  human  be- 
ings came  together  and  struck  a  real 
blow  to  absurdity.  We  demonstrated 
a  concrete  alternative  to  violence, 
greed  and  separateness.  And  by 
becoming  examples  of  legitimate 
alternatives  to  conflict  and  hate,  we 
made  a  real — though  modest — con- 
tribution to  ending  the  problems 
around  us. 


method  of  birth  control,  regardless 
of  the  time  of  your  cycle.  If  you  need 
more  information  on  birth  control, 
you  can  speak  to  a  SEC  counselor  or 
a  doctor  at  Student  Health  Services. 

Dear  SEC, 

My  fairy  tale  has  become  exactly  that! 
I  met  Prince  Charming  during  frosh 
week  and  fell  in  love,  only  to  find  out 
he  is  gay.  I  know  you  guys  say  sexu- 
ality is  fluid,  so  do  you  think  I  have 
a  chance  with  him?  He's  still  pretty 
closeted,  if  that  makes  a  difference. 

Hopelessly  Adoring  Gay 

Sexual  fluidity  aside,  you  can't 
squeeze  blood  from  a  stone  (or,  in 
this  case,  vaginal  intercourse  from 


Re:  Why  I  vote  grudgingly, 
Sept.  29 

Andy  Canivet  demonstrates  a  remark- 
able failure  to  appreciate  what  it 
means  to  live  in  the  industrialized 
world. 

According  to  the  CIA  World  Fact 
book,  the  life  expectancy  in  Bangla- 
desh is  61.3.  Compared  to  a  leisurely 
79.8  in  Ontario,  the  author  should 
count  himself  lucky  he  has  an  extra 
18  years  of  free  time  to  spend  with 
his  friends  and  family,  to  say  noth- 
ing of  plentiful  food  and  a  place  to 
live — items  1  think  we  can  agree  have 
at  least  something  to  do  with  a  robust 
economy. 

Andy  has  simply  lapsed  into  fiction, 
stating  flat-out  that  "some  of  the 
poorest  countries  on  earth  with  the 
smallest  economies  still  manage  to 
provide  food,  clothing,  shelter,  and  a 
reasonable  amount  of  leisure  time  for 
everyone."  Really?  Which  countries 
are  those? 

If  we  take  another  look  at  good  old 
Bangladesh,  we  will  see  that  the  in- 
fant mortality  rate  is  a  stunning  66  out 
of  1,000  live  births,  the  literacy  rate 
is  barely  45%,  and  a  solid  35%  of  the 
population  lives  below  the  poverty 
line.  If  this  is  the  price  one  must  pay 
for  a  slower  pace  of  life,  1  will  happily 
swallow  my  anti-depressants  and  join 
the  ranks  of  the  global  economy.  And 
so  should  you — you'll  live  longer. 

Sean  Kirby 


a  gay  guy),  so  your  best  bet  is  to  set 
your  heart  on  friendship.  His  com- 
fort with  you  knowing  his  sexuality 
is  a  great  indication  of  trust,  so  why 
spoil  what  could  become  a  fulfilling 
(and  platonic)  relationship? 

Cool  your  jets  for  a  while,  get  to 
know  him  better,  then  laugh  about 
your  crush  a  few  months  down  the 
road — if  anything  he'll  be  flattered 
(and  maybe  creeped-out,  but  he 
sounds  like  an  understanding  guy). 

Should  all  self-restraint  fail  and 
your  lust  swell,  you  could  try  appeal- 
ing to  his  tastes  by,  say,  growing  a 
mustache  and  dressing  up  like  a  foot- 
ball player,  but  that's  probably  going 
to  result  in  another  letter  to  us. 


SEC  operates  between  9  a.m.  and  9 
p.m.  on  weekdays.  Our  anonymous 
hotline  is  4I6-97UT-SEC  and  our 
email  is  AskUofrSEC@hotmail.com. 
We  welcome  everyone  who  stops  by 
our  office  at  91  St.  George  Street. 
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Re:  SAC  same-sex  marriage 
campaign  a  little  queer, 
Sept.  23 

So  now  all  marriage  is  to  be  shucked? 
That's  at  least  what  Paul  Bowser  has 
to  say  in  his  article  on  how  same-sex 
marriage  is  an  intolerable  heresy 
so  far  as  the  dogma  of  equality  is 
concerned.  The  reason  is  that,  while 
the  new  marriage  definition  would 
include  gays,  it  might  still  exclude 
other  "domestic  partnerships"  and 
thus  "implicitly  support  the  notion 
that  some  relationships  are  better 
than  others."  He  doesn't  say  what 
those  "other"  relationships  are, 
but  since  none  are  better  than  any 
others,  1  guess  he's  fighting  for  them 
all:  the  right  of  a  dozen  people  to 
get  married,  the  right  of  a  father  to 
marry  his  own  daughter,  the  right  of 
a  spinster  to  marry  her  cats,  the  right 
of  a  monomaniac  to  marry  himself, 
the  right  of  the  Dutch  to  marry  kids 
when  they  finally  succeed  in  lowering 
the  age  of  consent. . .  It's  a  glorious 
vision,  this.  And  those  who  disagree 
can  just  have  the  suffix  "phobic" 
scotch-taped  to  the  relevant  sexual- 
ity from  which  they  dissent.  Sure  we 
might  become  the  kind  of  people  that 
our  ancestors  used  to  tell  fairy  tales 
about  to  frighten  their  children,  but 
who  cares?  I'm  sure  that  that,  too, 
springs  from  some  pernicious  "-ism." 
Still,  as  someone  looking  forward  to 
marriage,  I  just  hope  that  Mr.  Bowser 
won't  be  too  angry  with  me  for  think- 
ing that  marriage  to  my  girlfriend 
might  just  be  a  "better  relationship" 
than  marriage  to  my  gerbil. 

David  Elliot 


EVENTS  LISTING 


Buddhist  meditation  workshops 

Oct  2  &  9, 5:30  -  7  pm.  Room  508,  21 
Sussex  Ave.  (Free  admission). 
416-993-1940. 

Celebrate  Ghandi's  birthday 

World  Literacy  of  Canada  presents  an 
evening  of  spolten  word,  poetry,  and 
music  Oct  2, 8  pm,  the  Gladstone  Hotel, 
1214  Queen  W.  Tickets:  416-977-0008. 

U  of  T  Bookstore  Presents 

Molly  Ivins,  author  of  Bushwacked:  Life  in 
George  W.  Bush's  America.  Oct  3,  7:30  pm, 
Robert  Gill  Theatre.  214  College,  Free. 

Free  events  listings  for  campus  organiza- 
tions. Email:  editor@thevarsity.ca. 
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Women  in  computer  science 
on  the  rise 


The  women  of  computer  science  pack  the  stands  at  a  class  in  the  Bahen  building. 


OLYASANAKOEV 


by  JOANNE  TANG 
VARSITY  STAFF 


For  many  computer  science  profes- 
sors, their  work  is  their  play.  They 
teach  the  most  exciting  thing  in 
the  world.  For  Michelle  Levesque, 
an  undergraduate  student  in  the 
program,  this  enthusiasm  is  conta- 
gious. But  you  don't  get  the  bug  un- 
less you  are  a  student  in  computer 
science,  and  a  lot  of  female  students 
are  missing  out.  Not  very  many  of 
them  are  enrolled  in  the  program. 

"They're  certainly  countable," 
says  Levesque  of  her  female  class- 
mates. Depending  on  what  specific 
course  you  look  at,  the  proportion 
of  female  students  is  "usually  one- 
fifth,  one-third  at  best."  At  the 
graduate  level,  however,  the  figures 
look  more  promising.  "This  year  at 
U  of  T,  a  third  of  the  graduate  level 
computer  science  students  are  fe- 
male— the  highest  they've  had  in  a 
long  time,"  says  Levesque. 

Still,  why  are  female  students  gen- 


by  JUSTIN  TROTTIER 
VARSITY  STAFF 


As  overwhelming  as  the  light  from 
the  night  sky  can  be,  the  universe 
may  actually  contain  a  great  deal 
more  matter  that  you  can't  see. 

This  invisible  matter  is  called 
dark  matter,  which  does  not  inter- 
act with  or  reflect  electromagnetic 
radiation,  so  only  its  gravitational 
effects  can  be  observed.  There  may 
be  as  much  as  five  times  more  dark 
matter  than  normal  matter  in  the 
universe. 

Dr.  Hank  Hoekstra  of  the  Ca- 
nadian Institute  for  Theoretical 
Astrophysics  set  out  to  determine 
exactly  where  this  dark  matter  is 
to  be  found  in  the  universe.  He 
conducted  his  research  with  Dr. 
Howard  Yee  of  U  of  T's  Department 
of  Astronomy  and  Astrophysics 
and  grad  student  Michael  Gladders 
(now  at  the  Observatories  of  the 
Carnegie  Institution  of  Washington 
in  Pasadena,  California). 


erally  underrepresented  in  comput- 
er science?  "You  have  to  get  started 
at  computers  pretty  young.  Most 
females  I  know  started  in  univer- 
sity," says  Levesque.  Her  male  peers 
in  the  program  all  began  playing 
around  with  computers  when  they 
were  kids.  She  thinks  that  the  roots 
can  be  traced  to  age  11  or  12,  which 
is  when  she  herself  started  playing 
with  computers.  By  university,  she 
believes,  it  is  almost  too  late  for 
young  women  who  haven't  already 
developed  an  interest.  "They  would 
have  already  found  something  else 
they  have  fallen  in  love  with." 

There  seems  to  be  an  established 
"guy  culture"  for  computers.  "If 
you're  really  involved  with  com- 
puters in  your  teens,  you're  part 
of  the  group  of,  you  know,  nerds, 
geeks,  hackers,"  Levesque  explains 
with  good  humour.  There  doesn't 
seem  to  be  a  "girl  culture"  during 
the  crucial  teenage  years  when  the 
most  important  thing  is  to  belong  to 
a  group.  "If  you  really  immerse  your- 


"Most  of  the  matter  in  the  uni- 
verse is  dark  matter,  it's  invisible,  so 
then  the  question  is... whether  the 
light  distribution  [of  regular  mat- 
ter] traces  the  underlying  dark  mat- 
ter," said  Hoekstra.  "You  could  have 
a  situation  in  the  universe  where 
you  see  a  lot  of  light  and  there's  a 
lot  of  dark  matter,  but  there  could 
be  places  where  you  see  very  little 
light  but  there  could  be  significant 
amounts  of  dark  matter,"  he  ex- 
plains. An  analogy  would  be  trying 
to  determine  where  people  on  Earth 
live  by  the  light  distribution  around 
the  planet  seen  from  above  at  night. 
There  are  regions,  like  Asia,  where 
there  is  a  disproportionate  amount 
of  darkness  compared  to  the  num- 
ber of  people. 

Hoekstra  and  his  team  used  a  new 
method  known  as  weak  gravitation- 
al lensing.  This  technique  studies 
the  way  in  which  light  from  a  dis- 
tant object  is  bent  when  passing  by 
a  large  body.  This  allowed  them  to 
determine  that  dark  matter  haloes 


self  in  [computers],  you're  more  of 
an  outcast." 

But  the  lack  of  a  community 
does  not  deter  young  women  like 
Levesque  from  pursuing  what  they 
really  love.  When  asked  about  the 
computer  science  program  at  U  of 
T,  she  enthuses  that  "you  get  ev- 
erything from  graphics  to  artificial 
intelligence  to  'mathy'  computer 
programming."  To  complement 
her  studies,  Levesque  works  at  the 
Citizen  Lab,  located  at  the  Munk 
Centre  for  International  Studies 
in  Trinity  College,  where  students 
from  computer  science  and  political 
science  use  electronic  technology 
to  explore  new  ways  to  promote  and 
protect  the  rights  of  global  citizens. 
It  is  a  place  where  Levesque  and  her 
co-workers  "write  programs  that 
benefit  society." 

To  help  young  girls  develop  an  in- 
terest in  traditionally  male-oriented 
careers  in  technology,  the  Com- 
puter Science  department  at  U  of 
T  is  collaborating  with  IBM  Canada 


have  about  five  times  more  mass 
than  their  host  galaxy.  Weak  gravi- 
tational lensing  also  allowed  them 
to  determine  the  shape  of  these 
haloes.  The  lensing  signature  is  dif- 
ferent above  and  below  the  plane  of 
a  galaxy  as  compared  to  along  the 
edges.  "This  is  consistent  with  'cold 
dark  matter'  theories,  which  predict 
a  flattened  halo,"  explains  Hoekstra. 
"Every  halo  forms  from  the  merging 
of  smaller  clumps  [of  dark  matter], 
and  as  a  result  of  this  merging  you 
get  this  particular  flattening." 

Cold  dark  matter,  formed  of  slow 
moving,  massive  particles,  pulls 
together  forming  bigger  clumps, 
remaining  associated  with  the  host 
galaxy.  Hot  dark  matter  consists  of 
particles  like  neutrinos,  which  have 
zero  or  near-zero  mass  and  move  so 
fast  that  they  hardly  interact  with 
each  other  or  with  any  galaxies. 

Dark  matter  may  account  for  25 
per  cent  of  the  mass  of  the  universe, 
with  normal  matter  making  up  only 
five  per  cent.  "Because  there's  so 


in  a  pilot  project  called  Women  in 
Technology  (WIT).  Representatives 
from  IBM  as  well  as  U  of  T  female 
computer  science  students  visit 
elementary  school  classrooms  to 
facilitate  girls-only  workshops  in 
website  design. 

IBM  Canada  began  reaching  out 
to  girls  at  the  elementary  school 
level  in  1998.  Since  then,  IBM  has 
been  paying  school  visits  as  well 
as  running  technology  camps  at 
IBM  locations.  According  to  Rena 
Chenoy,  the  IBM  coordinator  for 
the  WIT  project,  the  goal  is  to  build 
awareness  of  career  opportunities 
for  women  in  the  field  of  informa- 
tion technology,  and  to  encourage 
young  girls  to  pursue  related  disci- 
plines. The  WIT  project  does  this  by 
exposing  young  girls  to  female  role 
models  in  the  industry. 

Responses  from  female  computer 
science  students  to  volunteer  as 
workshop  facilitators  have  been 
very  positive,  says  Nina  Thiessen, 
the  U  of  T  coordinator  for  WIT. 
The  project  also  gives  university 
students  the  opportunity  to  meet 
professionals  in  their  career  field. 
Although  the  level  of  enthusiasm 
from  the  elementary  school  girls 
"has  been  quite  varied,"  that  is 
probably  more  so  due  to  the  limited 
number  of  computers  available  in 
elementary  school.  There  can  be 
as  many  as  10  girls  to  one  computer, 
so  the  students  have  to  take  turns 
in  trying  out  their  web  designing 
tricks. 

"Brilliant  Bubbletea,"  a  web 
page  designed  by  a  group  of  young 
girls  during  a  recent  workshop, 
is  posted  on  the  WIT  page  from 
the  departmental  web  site  at  http: 
//www.cs. toronto.edu/-ninat/ibm- 
wit/bubbletea/.  The  website  design 
workshop  is  a  preliminary  step 
in  encouraging  more  elementary 
school  girls  to  pursue  computer 
science. 

"If  you  can  get  them  then,"  says 
Levesque,  "they  will  follow  through 
in  high  school,  and  in  university." 


much  of  it,  and  it's  gravity  that  re- 
ally counts,  [dark  matter]  basically 
determines  what  the  large  scale 
structure  [of  the  universe]  will  look 
like... once  we  understand  what  the 
dark  matter  is  doing,  we  can  also 
hopefully  understand  how  the  gal- 
axies formed." 

Weak  gravitational  lensing  can 
also  be  used  to  study  the  large- 
scale  structure  of  the  universe, 
showing  it  to  consist  of  thin  fila- 
ments and  dense  knots  of  matter, 
between  which  there  are  vast  light- 
years  of  emptiness.  It  turns  out  that 
on  the  large  scale,  in  terms  of  over  a 
few  million  light  years,  the  distribu- 
tion of  dark  matter  and  regular  mat- 
ter in  fact  trace  each  other  well. 

As  strange  as  the  concept  of  dark 
matter  might  sound,  astrophysicists 
are  now  invoking  dark  energy  to  ac- 
count for  the  observed  acceleration 
of  the  expansion  of  the  universe. 
Dark  energy  could  be  responsible 
for  the  remaining  70  per  cent  of  the 
universe's  mass. 


SCIENCE  BRIEFS 

Video  played  on  paper 

Researchers  in  the  Netherlands 
have  developed  a  new  way  to  dis- 
play video  contents  on  electronic 
paper.  Conventional  electronic  pa- 
per uses  the  motion  of  small  oil  par- 
ticles on  a  white  background  driven 
by  electrical  voltage.  However,  the 
speed  of  the  system  is  rather  slow 
due  to  the  sluggish  migration  of  oil 
particles.  The  new  method  uses 
voltage  to  control  the  movement  of 
coloured  oil  film,  resulting  in  short- 
er response  times  and  less  power 
consumption.  Oil  film  is  fast  enough 
to  display  vivid  video  contents.  It  is 
also  four  times  brighter  than  liquid 
crystal  displays. 
Source:  Nature 
-HAOWEISUN 


Octopuses  get  erections 


Zoologists  have  discovered  that 
the  two-spot  octopus  is  capable 
of  getting  an  erection.  The  animal 
possesses  a  tiny  organ,  called  a 
ligula,  at  the  tip  of  its  mating  arm. 
The  ligula  is  normally  tiny,  but 
during  mating  swells  due  to  the 
flow  of  blood  into  empty  cavities, 
much  like  in  a  mammalian  penis. 
During  mating  male  octopuses  in- 
sert a  sperm  packet  into  a  female 
using  their  mating  arm.  It  is  not  yet 
known  how  this  ligula  functions 
inside  the  female,  as  it  was  only 
observed  erect  for  the  first  time 
after  a  failed  mating.  The  organ 
may  be  used  to  insert  the  sperm 
or  to  scrape  out  the  sperm  of  other 
males.  This  is  the  first  such  organ 
found  in  an  invertebrate. 
Source:  Nature 
-ZOE  CORMIER 

Antibiotics  linked  to 
asthma  in  babies 

A  new  U.S.  study  suggests  that  ba- 
bies given  antibiotics  are  more  likely 
to  develop  asthma.  Children  given 
antibiotics  in  their  first  six  months 
of  life  were  found  to  be  on  average 
2.6  times  more  likely  to  develop  al- 
lergic asthma,  and  those  given  broad 
spectrum  antibiotics  (which  kill  a 
wide  range  of  bacteria)  are  8.9  times 
more  likely  to  develop  asthma.  The 
researchers  suggest  that  this  may  be 
because  antibiotics  alter  the  commu- 
nities of  bacteria  in  the  gut,  making 
it  more  difficult  for  a  baby's  growing 
immune  system  to  learn  the  differ- 
ence between  "bad"  bacteria  and  the 
"good"  bacteria  that  occur  naturally 
in  the  body. 
Source:  New  Scientist 
ZC 
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Bagful  of  good  music 


A  couple  of  kids  not  much  older  than  the  overage  U  of  T  student 
are  behind  some  of  the  hottest  bands  in  town— it's  been  quite  a  year  for  fledgling  label  Paper  Bag  Records. 


In  the  bag:  Trevor  Larocque,  Amanda  Newman,  and  Enrique  Soissa  survey  their  musical  domain. 


VARSITY  STAFF 


Outside  the  garish 
cartoon  fagade 
of  famed  Toronto 
rock  club  Lee's  Palace, 
the  sidewalk  is  littered 
with  scalpers.  They're  not 
selling  tickets — they're 
trying  to  buy  any  extras 
from  the  young  hipsters 
piling  into  the  club.  But 
there  will  be  no  extras  to- 
night. The  show  is  beyond 
sold  out,  and  both  ticket- 
seeker  and  scalper  alike 
are  out  of  luck. 

That  was  the  scene 
for  two  nights  this  past 
June — a  long  line  form- 
ing outside  the  club  right 
down  Bloor  Street  even 
before  the  doors  opened 
for  the  evening.  So,  what 
big  international  tour- 
ing act  were  the  throngs 
waiting  to  see?  Turns  out 
that  the  hottest  ticket 
in  town  was  a  bunch  of 
homegrown  acts — Broken 
Social  Scene  and  Stars 
have  quietly  become  two 
of  Canada's  best,  and 
most  beloved  indie-rock 
bands,  and  the  shows  at 
Lee's  served  as  their  big 
coming-out  party. 

Behind  both  bands  (not 
to  mention  several  others 
you've  probably  heard  of 
by  now)  is  a  local  inde- 
pendent label  that's  been 
around  for  only  a  year. 
Paper  Bag  Records  is  the 
brainchild  of  Toronto 
whizkids  Amanda  New- 
man, 24  (publicity),  En- 
rique Soissa,  28  (market- 
ing and  radio),  and  Trevor 
Larocque,  29  (sales),  and 
they'll  be  celebrating 
their  first  anniversary 
this  weekend  with  a  pair 
of  shows  at  the  Horseshoe 
Tavern.  Holding  court 
at  their  weekly  Monday 
evening  meeting  at  their 
"office",  a  pub  on  College 
Street,  they  explain  how 


three  friends  with  no  ex- 
perience running  a  record 
label  have  managed  to 
catapult  their  bands  into 
the  spotlight  and  make  a 
name  for  themselves  at 
the  same  time. 

Paper  Bag  Records  start- 
ed with  a  silly  name  ("It's 
because  Trevor  and  En- 
rique buy  a  lot  of  records 
which  upon  purchase  are 
put  in  a  paper  bag,"  New- 
man quips)  and  a  love  of 
music.  All  three  partners 
had  worked  in  the  music 
industry  (Soissa  contin- 
ues to  work  at  major  label 
Universal,  and  Larocque 
holds  down  his  day  job  in 
sales  at  distributor  Out- 
side Music)  and  had  long 
considered  launching 
their  own  label,  but  they 
all  agree  it  seemed  like  a 
pipe  dream — at  first. 

Then  Larocque  ran 
into  Broken  Social  Scene 
founder  Kevin  Drew,  who 
was  finishing  the  group's 
second  record,  an  ex- 
pansive art-pop  opus 
featuring  over  a  dozen  of 


the  best  musicians  on  the 
local  indie  scene.  Drew 
was  looking  for  a  way  to 
release  the  album,  and 
approached  Larocque 
about  distribution. 
Larocque  told  Drew  about 
Paper  Bag  Records,  and  in 
short  order.  Broken  Social 
Scene's  You  Forgot  It  In 
People  became  the  fledg- 
ling label's  first  release. 

"The  morning  I  saw 
the  very  first  review  we 
got  was  in  (local  weekly) 
eye  Magazine — Thursday 
morning  1  looked  it  up, 
and  my  roommate  was  be- 
side me,"  Larocque  says. 
"I  pointed  to  the  five-star 
review,  and  1  was  like, 
'That's  only  the  begin- 
ning, my  friend.  We  might 
have  something  here." 

No  kidding.  Since  You 
Forgot  It  In  People  was 
released  last  fall,  it  has 
turned  Broken  Social 
Scene  into  unlikely  super- 
stars. The  upstart  Paper 
Bag  was  able  to  take  an 
unwieldy  band  with  an 
ever-shifting  lineup  (the 


Scene  has  a  core  of  six 
players  but  can  expand  to 
more  than  a  dozen  people 
live)  and  parlay  explo- 
sive reviews  into  serious 
media  exposure,  campus 
radio  play,  and  sold-out 
shows.  The  Lee's  concert 
capped  a  roller-coaster 
period  for  Broken  Social 
Scene  that  shows  no  sign 
of  abating —  they  recently 
signed  a  major-label  deal 
in  the  U.K.,  were  featured 
in  Rolling  Stone  mag,  and 
are  currently  on  a  seem- 
ingly never-ending  tour 
that  won't  see  them  at 
home  until  December. 

But  the  Paper  Bag  Re- 
cords story  doesn't  end 
there — the  little  label  that 
could  has  become  known 
for  the  rest  of  its  roster  as 
well,  a  tasteful  mix  of  in- 
die rock  and  pop  all  with 
a  bedrock  of  strong  song- 
writing.  Topping  the  bill 
at  Friday  night's  anniver- 
sary gig  will  be  Stars,  an 
electro-pop  quartet  that 
splits  their  time  between 
the  burgeoning  Montreal 


and  Toronto  indie  scenes. 
Stars  came  on  board  soon 
after  seeing  how  well  their 
pals  in  the  Scene  were  do- 
ing, says  frontman  Torquil 
Campbell. 

"Aren't  they  clever  kids? 
It's  amazing,"  the  effer- 
vescent singer  says  on 
the  line  from  Vancouver. 
"We  didn't  hesitate  to  be 
with  them  because  they 
seemed  incredibly  idealis- 
tic and  honest  about  what 
their  aims  were  and  what 
they  could  and  couldn't 
accomplish.  You  hear  so 
much  bullshit  from  peo- 
ple in  this  business,  and 
so  much  talk  and  so  little 
action.  I  think  that  one 
of  the  things  that  helped 
them  succeed  is  that  they 
do  it — they  just  get  on 
with  it.  They  put  records 
out,  and  they  work  them." 

Stars'  Heart  is  arguably 
more  immediately  main- 
stream than  the  intense, 
quirky  You  Forgot  It  In  Peo- 
ple. The  record's  combina- 
tion of  dreamy  vocals  and 
soft  beats  has  propelled  it 


up  campus  radio 
and  made  Stars  a  live  fa- 
vourite across  Canada. 

"We  were  totally  and 
completely  unknown  in 
Canada  before  this  re- 
cord," declares  Campbell. 
"We  put  a  record  out  in 
the  States  that  had  done 
well,  but  we  were  a  cult 
band  with  the  odd  fan 
in  Canada.  But  on  Paper 
Bag  we  sold  in  half  a  week 
twice  as  many  copies  of 
our  new  record  in  Canada 
than  we  had  the  entire 
two  years  previously." 

The  success  of  Bro- 
ken Social  Scene  and 
Stars  has  allowed  Paper 
Bag  to  open  up  a  little 
wider — they  re-released 
singer/songwriter  Mat- 
thew Barber's  gentle 
folk-pop  album  Means  and 
Ends  earlier  this  year,  and 
dropped  psychedelic-folk 
duo  Hawaii's  debut  al- 
bum to  extensive  critical 
acclaim  in  the  summer. 
They  further  widened 
their  scope  by  signing 
quirky  local  art-popsters 
the  Fembots,  and  dropped 
a  minor  bombshell  by 
recently  announcing  that 
they  will  be  releasing 
revered  Canadian  techno- 
god  Plastikman's  long- 
awaited  new  album  later 
this  month.  It's  a  small  yet 
stellar  roster  that's  been 
carefully  cultivated  by 
the  trio — clearly,  Paper 
Bag  isn't  interested  in  be- 
ing pigeonholed  into  one 
particular  sound. 

"I  think  it's  good  that 
they  want  to  put  out 
albums  that  they  really 
believe  in,  regardless  of 
whether  they  fit  into  a 
specific  genre  or  what- 
ever," Barber  offers.  "A 
lot  of  record  labels  have 
a  sound,  and  every  band 
on  that  label  kind  of  fits 
that  sound.  But  Paper  Bag 
seems  to  be  going  for  a 
different  approach  where 
they  want  to  put  out  good 
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albums.  And  good  albums 
don't  all  necessarily 
sound  alike.  1  appreciate 
that,  1  think  it's  pretty 
cool." 

Back  at  the  bar,  the 
television  blaring  in  the 
background,  Newman, 
Soissa,  and  Larocque  mull 
over  the  rapid  success 
their  pet  project  has  had 
in  just  a  year  of  existence. 
So  far,  they've  funded  the 
label  out  of  their  own 
pockets — the  rest  of  the 
industry  is  watching  them 
carefully  and  they've  had 
some  offers,  but  remain 
uncomfortable  of  letting 
go  of  any  autonomy.  Just 
this  week,  they  took  what 
they  call  'the  next  step'  by 
signing  a  distribution  deal 
with  Universal  Music  that 
will  see  all  their  records 
in  stores  coast-to-coast. 

What's  the  secret  to 
their  success?  How  is  it 
that  three  friends  oper- 
ating out  of  a  basement 
apartment  off  College  St. 
have  managed  to  thrive 
at  a  time  when  the  rest 
of  the  music  industry  is 
struggling? 

"It  might  not  be  the 
best  time  for  the  music 
industry,  but  it's  a  great 
time  for  Toronto,  as  far  as 
artists  go,"  says  Newman. 
"There's  so  many  amaz- 
ing artists  coming  out  of 
the  woodwork,  and  it  just 
amazes  me  every  time, 
and  it  makes  me  love  the 
fact  that  we  have  this 
label." 

But  in  case  you're  in- 
spired by  this  fresh-faced 
trio  and  thinking  of  drop- 
ping out  of  school  and 
using  your  tuition  to  fund 
your  own  little  boutique 
label,  keep  in  mind  that 
the  three  aren't  much  bet- 
ter off  than  your  average 
struggling  student — Sois- 
sa and  Larocque  are  still 
at  their  day  jobs  in  the 
industry,  while  you  can 
catch  Newman  behind  the 
bar  at  the  Rivoli  on  any 
given  night  of  the  week. 

"Financially  it  might 
not  be  the  best  time,  but 
musically  it's  an  amazing 
time,"  Newman  declares. 
"Every  day  I'm  hearing 
new  stuff  all  the  time,  and 
they're  all  from  Toronto. 
There's  a  huge  resurgence 
with  all  these  wicked 
Toronto  bands  finally  get- 
ting what  they  deserve." 

"I  think  we  have  a  lot 
to  prove  to  ourselves 
to  honestly  say  we're  a 
genuine  success,"  adds 
Soissa.  "We've  been  able 
to  succeed  in  Toronto, 
Montreal,  but  we  want  to 
be  strong  coast-to-coast, 
because  that  way  we're 
getting  the  best  for  our 
artists.  We'd  be  doing 
them  a  disservice  if  we 
only  thought  about  To- 
ronto and  that's  it." 

Both  Broken  Social 
Scene  and  Stars  will 
release  their  albums 
in  the  U.S.  in  coming 
months — but  it  won't  be 
on  Paper  Bag  Records. 
Watching  Paper  Bag  do  so 
well  inspired  the  Scene's 
Kevin  Drew  and  some  of 
his  friends  to  create  their 
own  label/production 


company,  Arts&  Crafts. 
But  lest  observers  grum- 
ble that  Drew  is  biting 
the  hand  that  fed  him,  he 
explains  that  all  of  Paper 
Bag's  achievements  have 
paved  the  way  for  new 
artist-driven  indie  labels. 

"We  were  very  happy 
to  be  with  Paper  Bag  Re- 
cords because  we  were 
helping  them  establish 
themselves  as  well.  We 
still  have  close  ties  with 
them  and  everybody  is 
helping  each  other,"  Drew 
explains.  "I  didn't  sleep 
that  well  for  a  few  nights 
(when  deciding  to  move 
Broken  Social  Scene  onto 
Arts&Crafts),  but  we  had 
to  do  it  because  we  had 
everything  ready  to  roll. 
1  think  Paper  Bag  is  go- 
ing to  continue  to  do  well 
because  they  have  good 
albums.  And  I  mean  this 
not  in  a  Toronto  sense, 
but  generally." 

In  the  meantime,  there's 
a  birthday  bash  to  be 
thrown — actually,  two. 
What  Newman  quips  was 
supposed  to  be  "a  bar- 
beque  in  our  backyard 
or  something"  ballooned 
into  a  double-header  at 
the  'Shoe.  Tonight,  you 
can  catch  most  of  the 
Paper  Bag  roster,  includ- 
ing Barber,  Hawaii,  the 
Fembots  and  the  Uncut 
(local  post-punk  duo 
that  were  on  the  verge  of 
signing  to  the  label  until 
a  recent  move  by  one  of 
the  members  prompted 
a  necessary  split),  while 
tomorrow  night  features 
Lady  Luster  (songbird 
Amy  Milan  of  Stars),  Bo- 
dega (who  are  managed 
by  Newman's  brother 
Trevor,  who  happens  to 
have  his  own  indie  la- 
bel as  well),  and  Stars. 
And  if  that's  not  enough 
Paper  Bag  goodness  for 
you,  you  can  catch  a  free 
in-store  set  by  Hawaii 
at  Soundscapes  at  7  pm 
prior  to  the  'Shoe  shindig 
tonight. 

"1  still  wake  up  every 
morning  and  think,  'Oh, 
my  god,  what  am  1  do- 
ing?'" laughs  Newman.  "1 
never  thought  in  a  million 
years  this  would  happen. 
I  think  we're  doing  well 
because  we're  putting  out 
good  music.  It's  amazing, 
talented,  creative,  intel- 
ligent artists  putting  out 
really  good  music.  And 
that's  all  it  takes." 


Go  say  Happy  Birthday  to 
Paper  Bag  Records  tonight 
(Oct.  2)  and  tomorrow  (Oct. 
3)  at  the  Horseshoe  (000 
Queen  W.J  Tonight's  show 
features  folk-pop  cutie  Mat- 
thew Barber,  psychedelic-folk 
lovebirds  Hawaii,  atmospher- 
ic pop  from  the  Fembots, 
and  a  rare  appearance  from 
local  post-punkers  the  Uncut. 
Tomorrow  night.  Lady  Luster 
(Stars  Amy  Milan)  kicks 
things  off  with  countrified  bal- 
lads, followed  by  Bodega's 
power-pop  punch,  and  local 
faves  Stars  send  everyone 
home  with  a  smile.  Tickets 
($8  Thursday  $10  Friday 
available  at  the  door). 


Fembots 


Hawaii 
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Local  theatre  scene  gets  injection  of  Youth 

Toung  actors  put  the  boot  to  stuffy  dramatics  in  hot  new  play 


Sex,  drugs,  and...  a  suitcase?  Jessica  (Marya  Delver)  and  Warren  (Marcello  Cabezas)  spar. 


by  ANDREW  COHEN  &  TABASSUM  SIDDIQUI 

Okay,  so  we  all  know  by  now  that 
Woody  Harrelson's  in  town.  But 
the  actual  reason  why  he's  here  has 
been  somewhat  drowned  out  by  the 
buzz  over  the  film  Go  Further,  his 
project  with  local  doc  director  Ron 
MannNhe's  taking  his  own  turn  in 
the  director's  chair,  but  it's  not  for 
a  movie:  he's  directing  the  Canadian 
debut  of  the  popular  play  This  Is 
Our  Youth,  by  acclaimed  playwright 
Kenneth  Lonergan  {Gangs  of  New 
York,  You  Can  Count  on  Me).  The  hot 
production  opened  last  week  at  the 
Berkeley  Street  Theatre  to  strong 
reviews,  which  came  as  no  surprise 
to  actor/producer  Marcello  Cabe- 
zas, who  hand-picked  Harrelson  to 


direct  the  story  about  three  teens 
on  the  brink  of  adulthood  in  '80s- 
era  New  York. 

"1  first  read  this  script  while  at  the 
Neighborhood  Playhouse  School 
of  Theatre  in  New  York  City,"  Ca- 
bezas says.  "It  was  a  cool  48-hour 
snapshot  of  these  characters'  lives, 
offering  a  glimpse  of  20-something 
relationships.  "1  was  drawn  to  the 
character  of  Warren,  as  he's  the 
underdog." 

Tired  of  waiting  around  for  roles 
to  come  to  him,  Cabezas,  who 
runs  his  own  production  company, 
maclDeas,  snapped  up  the  Cana- 
dian rights  to  the  play,  brought  a 
team  of  like-minded  young  produc- 
ers (many  of  whom  are  under  30) 
on  board,  and  set  out  to  find  a  high- 


profile  director  to  helm  the  project. 
He  met  with  Harrelson  in  California 
to  pitch  his  idea. 

"I  approached  him  on  an  artist- 
to-artist  level,"  Cabezas  explains. 
"The  script  appealed  to  his  artistic 
sensibility,  and  this  was  an  opportu- 
nity for  Woody  to  push  the  boundar- 
ies of  theatre." 

Most  people  know  This  Is  Our 
Youth  as  the  play  that's  had  a 
hugely  successful  run  in  London's 
West  End,  with  A-list  casting  that 
has  included  Kieran  Culkin,  Freddie 
Prinze  Jr.,  Chris  Klein  and  Alison 
Lohman.  As  a  tale  of  young  people 
in  New  York,  it  makes  for  an  attrac- 
tive vehicle  for  young  actors.  The 
Toronto  cast  is  no  exception,  with 
Fabrizio  Filippo  and  Marya  Delver 


(co-stars  in  the  Canadian  indie  fave 
waydowntowri)  appearing  alongside 
Cabezas  in  the  three-hander.  The 
producers  are  hoping  that  the  play, 
with  its  bankable  young  stars  and 
fast-paced  script,  will  "draw  young 
people  to  the  theatre,  thus  devel- 
oping the  credibility  of  theatre  in 
Toronto,"  says  Cabezas. 

Filippo,  who's  better  known  for 
his  TV  and  film  roles  {Buffy  the  Vam- 
pire Slayer,  Queer  As  Folk),  but  got 
his  start  in  local  theatre  as  a  teen, 
shrugs  off  the  notion  that  young 
people  aren't  drawn  to  the  theatre: 
"Theatre  is  an  alternative  art  form, 
and  that's  okay,"  he  says.  "It  isn't 
MTV,  or  Nintendo,  or  whatever.  You 
actually  have  to  open  yourself  up  to 
it  and  be  engaged.  If  audiences  are 
willing  to  do  that,  then  great,  but  1 
don't  think  you  can  force  it." 

Filippo,  29,  plays  Dennis,  the 
drug-snorting,  high-octane  foil  to 
Cabezas'  slacker  dude  Warren.  All 
three  roles  in  the  play  are  tough, 
meaty  parts,  and  Filippo  has  been 
relishing  his  return  to  the  local 
stage  for  the  first  time  in  eight  years 
despite  having  to  perform  on  a  re- 
cently broken  foot. 

"I  haven't  done  theatre  in  years, 
so  I'm  only  remembering  now  that 
it's  a  lot  of  work.  It's  incredibly  tax- 
ing on  the  bodyNI've  had  to  quit 
smoking  every  two  days,"  Filippo 
quips.  "With  this  particular  role,  it 
was  very  interesting  because  we  sat 
down  at  the  table  read,  and  he  came 
out  immediately.  It  was  amazing. 
And  that's  one  of  the  reasons  1  want- 
ed to  do  it,  because  I've  rarely  had 
that  experience,  where  I  just  knew 
almost  right  away  what  to  do.  And 
with  a  play  like  this,  it's  so  great  be- 
cause the  dialogue  is  so  incredible 
that  it  will  literally  carry  you.  That's 
what  they  say  about  Shakespeare, 
and  all  good  writing  is  like  that  D 
you  just  stick  to  the  words." 

Filippo  should  knowNhe  happens 
to  also  be  a  Chalmers  Award-nomi- 
nated playwright.  So  he  appreciates 


Longeran's  wordy  dialogue  (his 
character  Dennis  gets  several  explo- 
sive monologues)  from  the  perspec- 
tive of  both  an  actor  and  a  writer. 

"1  love  writing,  and  it's  enriched 
my  acting  incredibly,"  offers  Filippo. 
"It's  a  whole  different  zoneNI  love 
the  plotting  and  the  planning.  Not 
that  as  an  actor  you  don't  use  your 
brain,  but  it's  not  in  the  same  wayNy- 
ou  don't  construct  something  in  the 
same  way  that  you  do  as  a  writer.  1 
love  to  do  it,  too,  because  you  get 
into  a  zone,  and  you  realize  that 
four  hours  have  passed  as  you've 
been  writing,  and  it's  awesome. 

"And  any  of  this  stuff,  the  beauty 
of  it  is  that  ultimately,  when  it's 
great,  you  lose  yourself.  And  that's 
the  whole  point.  When  I'm  having  a 
great  performance  on  stage,  1  don't 
remember  any  of  it.  There's  no  job 
like  that.  Or  maybe  there  isNin  act- 
ing, they  always  say,  'Okay,  now  for- 
get everything  you've  learned,  and 
go  out  there!'  and  1  laugh,  because 
you  don't  want  to  be  saying  that  to  a 
brain  surgeon!  But  at  the  same  time, 
I'm  sure  even  a  brain  surgeon  that 
loves  what  they  do  will  lose  them- 
selves in  it." 

Filippo,  who  continues  to  split  his 
time  between  TV  and  film  and  the 
theatre,  lauds  his  friend  Cabezas  for 
going  out  on  a  limb  and  taking  the 
initiative  to  mount  a  splashy  Cana- 
dian production  of  This  Is  Our  Youth 
(he  brought  the  script  to  Filippo  and 
Delver  early  on  in  the  process,  hop- 
ing that  they'd  be  as  enthused  as  he 
was  and  join  in). 

For  his  part,  Cabezas  acknowledg- 
es the  production  is  an  opportunity 
to  do  things  a  bit  differently  and 
embrace  an  egalitarian  artistic  phi- 
losophy: "This  is  a  great  example 
of  Canadians  celebrating  our  city. 
We're  hoping  to  set  a  precedence 
here — art  being  a  borderless  so- 
ciety. At  times  Canadians  have 
problems  celebrating  their  own,  but 
this  (self-producing)  is  something  I 
would  like  to  encourage." 


THEATRE  REVIEW 


This  Is  Our  Youth 


Directed  by  Woody  Harrelson 


Starring  Marcello  Cabezas, 
Marya  Delver,  Fabrizio  Filippo 


Berkeley  Street  Theatre 
September  iS-October  18,200} 


Rating:  WW 


You  may  have  heard  of  Kenneth 
Lonergan's  This  is  Our  Youth  as  the 
play  mounted  with  all-star  casts 
in  London,  featuring  such  buzz 
names  as  Hayden  Christensen, 
Kieran  Culkin,  Jake  Gyllenhaal, 
Alison  Lohman,  and  Anna  Paquin. 
Perhaps  you  heard  of  it  as  the  play 
Woody  Harrelson  came  to  Toronto 
to  direct.  Or  maybe,  just  maybe, 
you  heard  about  this  play  as  the 
one  every  Torontonian  twenty- 
something  should  see  before  the 
production  (currently  playing  at 
the  Berkeley  Street  Theatre)  leaves 
town. 


This  is  Our  Youth  is  all  these  things, 
but  the  last  is  most  important.  For- 
get Hollywood  names  and  London 
glitter  and  focus  on  Toronto,  and 
the  production  that  actor  Marcello 
Cabezas  decided  to  bring  us,  se- 
curing the  rights  and  producing 
it  himself  when  opportunities  for 
parts  he  wanted  to  play  were  slim. 
On  the  surface,  Lonergan's  play  fol- 
lows the  typical  'disaffected  young 
people'  script,  peppered  with 
more-clever-than-thou  one-liners, 
gratuitous  profanity  and  a  dose  of 
casual  sex  for  good  measure,  but 
dig  deeper,  and  you  find  monrients 
of  truth  that  resonate  despite  the 
less  than  original  premise. 

Dennis  Ziegler  (Fabrizio  Filippo) 
is  a  poor  little  rich  boy,  a  slacker 
in  his  late  teens  who  has  turned 
to  drug  dealing  to  support  his  own 
vices.  When  Warren  Straub  (Cabe- 
zas) shows  up  at  his  doorway  with 
$15,000  in  a  shoebox,  having  been 
kicked  out  of  his  father's  house  and 
stolen  the  money  from  dear  old  dad 
upon  escape,  the  two  friends  are 
stuck  together  to  with  cash  to  burn 
and  years  of  insecurities  to  face. 

Set  in  Reagan-era  New  York  City, 
it  is  almost  eerie  how  lines  from 


Lonergan's  script  continue  to  ring 
true  today.  As  Warren  and  love 
interest  Jessica  (Marya  Delver) 
discuss  politics  and  activism,  the 
Democrat  vs.  Republican  conversa- 
tion could  easily  be  transposed  to 
the  Dubya  years  simply  by  chang- 
ing names. 

The  three  young  actors  (though 
all  about  ten  years  too  old  for  these 
roles)  throw  themselves  head- 
first into  the  material.  Filippo  is  a 
wired  ball  of  manic  energy,  hop- 
ping across  the  stage  on  a  (really) 
broken  foot  and  spitting  out  lines 
with  perfectly  enunciated  disgust 
at  everything  around  him.  Cabezas 
has  the  earnest  slacker  thing  down 
cold —  though  his  lines  are  often 
half  the  length  of  Filippo's,  his  tim- 
ing is  impeccable,  making  a  tossed- 
off  "Whatever!"  mean  as  much  as 
his  friend's  curse-laden  sentences. 
Delver  tries  hard,  but  she  can  only 
fight  Lonergan's  words  so  far — Jes- 
sica is  an  underwritten  character, 
a  Trinity  College-gone-NYC  chick 
full  of  pretentious  faux-philosophi- 
cal  thoughts  and  a  personality  that 
seems  to  change  from  one  scene  to 
the  next.  As  is  the  problem  with 
many  youth-driven  plays  written 


by  males,  the  female  character 
becomes  nothing  more  than  the 
token  love  interest,  and  disappears 
before  the  play  really  makes  its 
point. 

In  the  end,  though,  it's  the  re- 
lationship between  Dennis  and 
Warren  that  drives  the  play,  and 
Filippo  and  Cabezas  bring  it  to 
life  with  subtlety  and  a  natural 


chemistry  that  keeps  the  long  (2 
hours-plus)  production  moving  at 
a  speedy  clip,  even  with  the  occa- 
sional flubbed  line.  The  two  actors 
play  the  parts  like  they  were  writ- 
ten for  them,  and  in  doing  so,  make 
the  production  a  must-see.  If  a  play 
like  this  with  acting  of  such  a  high 
calibre  cannot  bring  young  people 
out  to  the  theatre,  nothing  will. 


Dennis  (Fabrizio  Filippo)  goes  off. 
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Pop  stars  from  heaven 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 
VARSITY  STAFF 


It's  so  rare  these  days  to  see  a  band 
that  is  actually  genuine  about  how 
wonderful  the  world  can  be,  so  if 
heaven  needs  a  choir,  The  Poly- 
phonic Spree  could  easily  fill  in  for 
a  couple  days. 

Spawned  from  awful  '90s  alterna- 
tive band  Tripping  Daisy,  the  Spree 
boast  an  impressive  24-member 
roster  which  includes  flute,  French 
horn  and  a  choir,  not  to  mention 
the  standard  guitar-bass-drums 
triumvirate.  And  on  Tuesday,  they 


brought  their  pop  cacophony  to  To- 
ronto, cramming  into  Lee's  Palace 
for  a  packed  audience. 

With  songs  about  sunshine,  love 
and  holidays,  it's  no  surprise  that 
the  Spree  give  off  a  positive  glow, 
and  with  the  whole  band  dressed  in 
their  trademark  white  robes,  the  no- 
tion that  the  concert  was  more  of  a 
sermon  wasn't  too  hard  to  come  by. 

Blasting  out  hits  from  their  re- 
cently re-released  CD  The  Beginning 
Stages  of....  the  Spree  were  simply 
moving  to  watch.  Led  by  spastic 
and  triumphant  frontman  Tim  De- 
Laughter,  the  group  had  the  crowd 


enraptured  from  the  first  volleys 
of  "It's  the  Sun,"  and  kept  on  going 
from  there.  By  the  time  they  got  to 
"Soldier  Girl"  near  the  end  of  the 
set,  the  sheer  positivity  of  the  spec- 
tacle threatened  to  tear  the  mortar 
of  the  building  apart. 

Simply  put,  the  Polyphonic  Spree 
are  one  of  the  most  powerful  and 
uplifting  acts  out  there,  fusing  the 
energy  of  24  Andrew  W.K.s  with  the 
pop  sensibilities  of  the  Beach  Boys. 
When  DeLaughter  spurred  on  the 
crowd  to  sing  along  to  "Have  a  Day," 
of  which  the  chorus  beams,  "Soon 
you'll  find  the  answer,"  you  really 
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believe  that  you  will,  and  that  no 
one  is  alone  in  this  life.  A  spiritual 
experience  to  be  sure. 

The  Spree  also  benefited  from 
a  pair  of  fantastic  openers.  The 
Starlight  Mints  channelled  surf,  pop 
and  '90s  alt-rock  for  a  dynamic  set, 
and  the  evening  kicked  off  with  a 
bang  thanks  to  one-man  band  Corn 
Mo.  The  Texas  native  (aided  only 
by  an  accordion  and  a  cymbal  he 
played  with  a  foot  pedal)  was  like 
Jack  Black  and  Meatloaf  combined, 
pouring  his  heart  into  songs  with 
lines  such  as  Lollipops  and  rain- 
bows, 1  wanna  bang  you,"  and  "We 
can  make  out  under  the  black  light 
under  the  Made  in  Japan  (a  food 
court  staple)." 

All  in  all,  an  uplifting  evening,  and 
a  return  visit  from  the  Spree  is  what 
this  cynical  city  definitely  needs. 


Notice  of  Election: 
Varsity  Opinions 
Editor 


The  Varsity  will  elect  a  new 
Opinions  Editor  on  October 
14,  2003.  All  Vors//y  staff 
members  are  eligible  to  run 
and  vote  in  the  election.  If 
you  have  made  six  or  more 
contributions  between  May 
1,  2002  and  the  present  you 
qualify  as  Vars/fy  staff.  To 
nominate  yourself,  send  an 
email  to  ceo@thevarsity.ca 
and  editor@thevarsity.ca 
before  5  pm  on  Friday, 
October  10. 


East  Side  Players  present 


Love  Letters 


by  A.R.  Gurney 
Directed  by  Heather  Roberts 

"...a  moving  theatrical  piece  that  profiles  two 
individuals  who  spent  the  majority  of  their  lives 
physically  apart,  yet  intertwined  spiritually  and 
emotionally  through  their  letters  to  each  other.  It 
explores  how  each  sought  solace  and  support  from 
the  other  over  50  years  of  successes,  failures  and 
unfulfilled,  but  lasting  love." 

Wednesday  -  Sunday  October  1,  2,  3,  4,  5 
Wednesday  -  Saturday  October  8,  9,  10,  11 

8:00  PM  Curtain 
EXCEPT  Sunday  October  5  Matinee  at  2:00  PM 

George  Ignatieff  Theatre  -  15  Devonshire  Place 
Tickets  $12,  Students  $10 

BOX  OFFICE:  425-0917 


IlLS  SPIRIT  in  ILS  ON 

An  evening  to  support  the  launch  of  an  Aboriginal 
youth  education  fund  in  memory  of 


Featuring:  j. 

BUFFY  SAINTE-IVIARIE 

MOLLY  JOHNSON 

MC:  Actress  Tantoo  Cardinal'/ 
With  Guests:  /  \^ 

|uno  Award  Winner  Derek  Miller      x*%  ' 
Comedian  Charlie  Hill 
Guitar  Ace  Don  Ross  ^ 


A  Cappeiia  Singers  Ulali 
The  Old  Mush  Singers 


FRIDAY 
OCT.  10,  2003 
7:30  PM 
MASSEY  HALL 

SHUTER  &  VICTORIA  STi 


Tickets  S18.50  1 

Available  at: 

Toronto  Women's  Bookstore 
Native  Canadian  Centre  of  Toronto 
Roy  Thomson  Hall  Box  Office—  '  """ 

Charge  by  phone: 
Ticketmaster:  (416)  870-8000 
Massey  Hall:  (416)  872-4255 

Order  on-line: 
wwvv.masseyhall.com 
ww/w.ticketmaster.ca 


Sponsored  by: 

E1,EMENT.\RV 
TEACHERS 

 of— 

TORO.NTO 


For  more  info  call:  416-537-6100  ext.  53 

www.whokilleddudleygeorge.com 
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Here  comes 
Homecoming 

This  Saturday's  highlights  include  a 
parade  and  BBQ 


bySAMIMREZA 


On  Saturday,  Oct.  4,  U  of  T's  St. 
George  campus  will  be  taken 
over  by  the  annual  homecom- 
ing celebrations.  Homecoming 
is  a  yearly  opportunity  to  treat 
U  of  T  alumni  to  a  blast  from  the 
past,  and  this  year  it  will  fea- 
ture barbecued  food,  a  football 
game,  a  parade,  and  a  lecture 
series  entitled  Classes  Without 
Quizzes — all    for    a    $10  pass. 

The  day  starts  off  with  a  morn- 
ing panel  discussion  on  the  effect 
of  infectious  diseases,  hosted 
by  Dr.  David  Naylor,  Chair  of  the 
National  Advisory  Committee  on 
SARS  and  Public  Health  and  the 
dean  of  U  of  T's  Faculty  of  Medi- 
cine. 

Next  on  the  agenda  is  the  pa- 
rade, which  will  require  many  of 
the  downtown  campus  streets  to 
be  closed  off.  The  parade  starts  at 
11  a.m.  and  will  run  for  about  an 
hour.  Devonshire  Place  from  Bloor 


Street  to  Hoskin  Avenue,  and  St. 
George  Street  from  Hoskin  Avenue 
to  College  Street,  are  two  main 
campus  thoroughfares  that  will 
be  barricaded  on  Saturday. 

Leading  the  parade  is  the  Thun- 
dersquad,  U  of  T's  rap/hip  hop 
dance  group.  The  Thundersquad 
kicks  up  the  spirit  quota  at  ev- 
ery home  basketball,  volleyball, 
and  hockey  game  throughout  the 
school  year.  The  parade  will  be 
the  squad's  first  performance  of 
the  season.  They  will  follow  it  up 
by  holding  court  during  the  half- 
time  festivities  at  the  football 
game  later  the  same  day.  The  pa- 
rade ends  at  Varsity  Field  where  a 
barbecue  lunch  takes  place. 

After  lunch  time,  homecoming 
activities  make  their  way  back  to 
the  class  room.  Classes  Without 
Quizzes  is  exactly  that — lectures 
from  some  of  U  of  T's  current 
professors  for  interested  learners. 
The  series  will  feature  professors 
such  as  Rick  Power,  Dr.  Anne  Ur- 


KARA  DILLON 

Fifty  sense:  A  facilities  staff  member  is  Iiard  at  work  preparing  Varsity  Field  for  Homecoming  game  day. 
The  festivities  of  Saturday,  Oct.  4  include  a  parade,  BBQ,  and  a  football  match-up  between  the  0-5  Blues 
and  the  3-2  Windsor  Lancers. 


banic,  Wesley  Wark,  David  Foot, 
Rosemary  Sullivan,  and  Baher  Ab- 
dulahi,  and  will  cover  topics  rang- 
ing from  life  management  skills 
and  Italian  literary  forensics,  to 
Wesley  Wark's  thoughts  on  Ter- 
rorism today. 

Back  on  the  field,  the  Varsity 
Blues  will  host  the  Windsor  Lanc- 
ers. With  a  record  of  3-2,  the  Lanc- 
ers have  proven  that  this  season 


they're  a  very  solid  team.  It  will 
be  a  long  shot  for  the  Blues  to 
break  their  losing  streak  against 
Windsor. 

At  the  game,  the  1983  foot- 
ball team  will  be  honoured 
for  their  competitive  play  dur- 
ing a  20-year  commemorative 
celebration.  Blues  football  head 
coach  Steve  Howlett  played  slot- 
back  for  the  '83  team.  Twenty 


years  ago,  the  Blues  walked  away 
with  the  Yates  Cup,  the  top  title  in 
the  OUA. 

Although  the  events  are  de- 
signed with  the  returning  alumni 
in  mind,  the  day's  festivites  are 
open  to  U  of  T  students  if  space 
permits.  Tickets  can  also  be 
bought  online  through  the  'home- 
coming' link  at  www.utoronto.ca, 
so  come  out  and  participate. 


Sports  commentary  

All  work  and  no  funds  gives 
Varsity  athletes  the  blues 


by  MATTHEW  K.  THOMAS 


At  U  of  T,  one  of  the  wealthiest 
universities  in  Canada,  student- 
athletes  are  being  forced  to  empty 
their  wallets  to  support  their  Var- 
sity teams.  With  no  athletic  schol- 
arships offered  in  this  province, 
it's  no  surprise  that  intercollegiate 
athletes  in  Ontario  play  for  love  of 
the  game.  Factor  in  the  additional 


burden  of  team  fees,  however,  and 
the  lack  of  funding  for  athletics  at 
the  school  is  only  heightened.  For 
many  Varsity  Blues  students  and 
coaches,  saddled  with  the  respon- 
sibilities of  maintaining  academic 
standing  and  paying  back  student 
loans,  paying  even  more  in  team 
fees  goes  beyond  the  call  of  duty. 

According  to  Robin  Campbell, 
executive  director  of  development 


at  the  Faculty  of  Physical  Education 
and  Health  (FPEH),  the  perception 
that  U  of  T  is  low-balling  its  teams 
for  funding  is  false.  Campbell  ex- 
plained that  the  athletics  depart- 
ment spends  everything  it  possibly 
can  on  intercollegiate  sports  in 
accordance  with  the  guidelines  is- 
sued by  SAC. 

Athletics  at  U  of  T,  both  intramu- 
ral and  intercollegiate,  are  funded 
by  student  activity  fees.  Accord- 
ingly, SAC  mandates  that  no  more 
than  a  third  of  the  funding  allotted 
for  athletics  be  used  for  intercolle- 
giate sports. 

Considering  that  the  univer- 
sity competes  in  26  different  var- 
sity sports,  funding  for  the  teams 
is  spread  thin.  Nevertheless,  Camp- 
bell asserts  that  the  university  is 
able  to  sufficiently  cover  all  team  es- 
sentials. This  includes  covering  the 
costs  of  both  regular  season  league 
play  and  playoffs,  meaning  travel 
expenses  and  any  equipment  that  is 
deemed  necessary.  Financial  costs 
outside  of  these  bare  rudiments 
falls  to  the  teams  themselves. 

However,  members  of  some  teams 
at  U  of  T  would  challenge  the  FPEH's 
perception  of  "essentials."  Men's 
lacrosse  coaches  Keiran  Hayward 
and  Tyler  Davies  both  commented 
that  their  team  isn't  even  able  to 
meet  the  costs  of  supplying  proper 


equipment.  'Lacrosse  is  a  physical 
sport,"  says  Davies,  "and  we've  got 
guys  out  there  wearing  their  old 
youth  hockey  helmets.  There  are 
helmets  that  are  proven  to  protect 
players  better  then  the  old  ones, 
but  our  guys  aren't  wearing  them.  " 

Team  captain  Ian  Parrag  com- 
plained "  the  other  teams  all  have 
matching  uniforms...  it  looks  a  little 
unprofessional  to  have  our  team  out 
there  with  different  coloured  gear. " 

The  reality  is  that  U  of  T  intercol- 
legiate sports  teams  rely  heavily 
on  outside  fundraising  to  meet  the 
costs  of  operating  a  team,  and  as  a 
result,  not  all  athletes  at  U  of  T  are 
hard  done  by.  There  are  many  var- 
sity sports  that  have  fundraised  ef- 
fectively to  put  their  teams  in  cozy 
financial  standing. 

U  of  T  has  also  made  formidable 
efforts  to  create  fundraising  oppor- 
tunities for  its  teams.  Over  the  past 
four  years  the  athletics  department 
has  pledged  more  than  $2  million 
as  part  of  the  Varsity  Blues  Legacy 
Fund. 

The  Legacy  Fund  is  a  program 
started  in  1995  through  which  the 
university  promised  to  match  all 
funds  raised  by  individual  teams. 
This  spring,  the  fund  reached  its 
prescribed  limit — a  combined  maxi- 
mum of  $2  million.  For  many  of  the 
more  mature  varsity  teams,  such  as 
football,  hockey,  and  track  and  field, 
the  Legacy  Fund  allows  the  creation 
of  a  cozy  little  nest-egg  that  oper- 
ates off  the  interest  derived  from 
the  fund.  This  only  helps  supple- 
ment their  yearly  funding  from  the 
university. 

Numbers  released  on  April  30, 
2003,  show  that  over  the  past  eight 
years,  the  football  team  earned 
$592,484  in  fundraised  pledges.  The 
men's  hockey  team  made  $298,411 


from  kindly  supporters.  And  all  of 
this  money  was  matched  through 
the  Legacy  Fund. 

The  fund  is  not  without  its  flaws. 
The  problem  with  the  legacy  fund 
is  that  it  relies  on  the  leadership  of 
individual  teams  for  their  particu- 
lar fundraising.  Unlike  hockey  and 
football,  teams  with  a  university 
employed  full-time  coach,  many 
varsity  sports  at  U  of  T,  such  as 
rowing  and  mountain  biking,  rely 
on  the  goodwill  and  enthusiasm 
of  volunteer  coaches.  Fundraising 
is  not  always  included  in  the  vol- 
unteer job  description,  and  conse- 
quently many  of  the  lesser  known 
teams  are  unable  to  take  advantage 
of  the  universitiy's  fund  matching 
program. 

Alumni,  another  source  of  finan- 
cial backing  for  varsity  sports,  are 
not  at  hand  for  many  teams.  Once 
again,  football  and  hockey  are  well- 
known  for  keeping  a  host  of  sup- 
portive alumni  in  the  wings.  ""Teams 
without  a  strong  alumni,"  said 
Campbell,  ""are  at  a  disadvantage.  " 

Given  this  acknowledgment,  it 
seems  that  there  should  be  mea- 
sures taken  at  the  administrative 
level  to  ensure,  on  behalf  of  all  stu- 
dent-athletes, that  varsity  athletics 
operates  proficiently  and  profes- 
sionally. Given  the  time  that  these 
athletes  give  to  represent  their 
university  amidst  their  demanding 
academic  schedules,  it  only  seems 
fair  that  U  of  T  would  offer  them 
the  support  to  match  their  varsity 
vigour.  U  of  T's  athletes  might  be 
the  last  bastion  of  school  spirit  left 
at  this  institution  of  higher  imper- 
sonality. They  should  all  be  given 
the  support  they  deserve.  And  if 
not,  for  the  sake  of  our  school  pride, 
let's  at  least  have  them  all  wearing 
matching  uniforms! 


EDDIE  B.  MOSS 


Hat-Head:  A  colour  photo  would  show  the  men's  lacrosse  team's  mis- 
matched helmets  in  all  their  glory.  The  team  uses  red,  blue,  and  black 
high  school  helmets  due  to  a  lack  of  available  equipment  funds. 


Sports 


Water  polo 
goes  global 


1 

WOMEN'S  LACROSSE 

This  past  weekend,  the  Varsity 
Blues  Women's  Lacrosse  team 
played  back-to-back  games  against 
the  York  Lions  and  the  Brock  Bad- 
gers. OUA  returning  champs,  U 
of  T  set  out  to  defend  their  title 
by  overpowering  York  with  their 
dynamic  speed,  rebounds,  and 
face-offs.  The  Blues  dominated 
York  early  on  with  strong  offen- 
sive plays  from  veteran  Sian  Evans 
giving  them  a  4-1  lead  at  the  half. 
Toronto  then  had  no  problem  han- 
dling their  opponents  for  the  rest 
of  the  game  as  York  only  scored 
once  in  the  last  two  quarters. 
Rookie  Vanessa  Anderson  led  the 
pack  with  three  goals,  while  Deb 
Erwin  boasted  a  deuce.  The  pow- 
erhouse Blues  finished  the  game 
with  an  11-2  victory. 

The  Blues  encountered  stiffer 
competition  from  the  rival  Bad- 
gers, with  the  game  ending  in 
a  4-4  split.  Although  the  Blues 
started  off  slow,  falling  behind  by 
a  goal  at  the  half,  captain  June 
Shiraishi  fiercely  fired  back  with 
an  early  goal  in  the  third  quarter. 
Shiraishi  then  forced  a  tie  by  scor- 
ing late  into  the  fourth.  Despite 
the  score,  this  game  showcased 
strong  defense  from  veterans  Ka- 
tie O'Brien  and  Susan  Krajewski. 
The  Blues  are  2-1-1  for  the  season, 
and  square  off  against  Guelph  and 
Laurier  this  coming  Sunday,  Oct.  5 
on  back  campus. 
-JYLLMALBEUF 


FASTPITCH 

UOFTTHE  PLAYOFF  FAVOURITE 

The  Varsity  Blues  Women's  Fastpitch 
team  was  out  in  full  swing  last  week- 
end ending  their  OIWFA  (Ontario 
Intercollegiate  Women's  Fastpitch 
Association)  regular  season  with  a 
remarkable  12-1  record.  The  Blues 
lead  the  pack  in  the  point  standings 
over  the  second  place  Waterloo 
Warriors  and  the  third  place  Guelph 
Gryphons.  The  Blues  played  four 
games  last  weekend,  three  of  them 
back-to-back  due  to  the  stormy  con- 
ditions. Despite  the  torrid  weather, 
Toronto  managed  to  prevail  in  all 
four  of  their  games.  Only  in  their 
last  game  against  Ottawa  were  the 
Blues  forced  into  an  extra  innings 
tiebreak,  resulting  in  a  final  score 
of  5-4.  Other  scores  include  10-3  vs. 
Queen's,  2-1  vs.  York,  and  4-3  vs. 
McMaster.  The  winning  pitchers  for 
this  weekend  include,  OlWFA's  top 
pitcher  Jenny  Reibeling  (7-1),  Lorissa 
Gaber,  and  Cathy  Rayner.  The  Blues 
head  into  the  playoffs  next  weekend 
in  St.Catharine's  as  the  undisputed 
favourite. 
-JM 


Varsity  Sports 
Writers  IVIeeting, 
Thursday  @  6:30  p.m.  at 

VARSITY 

380  Huron  Street,  2nd  floor 


Come  play  for  our  team 


by  JONATHAN  COUTTS-ZAWADZKI 

If  you  pass  by  U  of  T's  50m,  Olym- 
pic size  swimming  pool  during  the 
week,  you  may  overhear  the  Blues 
men's  water  polo  team  yelling  out 
reps  in  French,  Mandarin,  Hindi, 
Japanese  and  Serbian. 

The  sport — a  combination  of 
swimming,  football  and  volley- 
ball— has  an  international  past. 
It  first  popped  up  in  the  global 
sports  scene  when  it  became  the 
first  team  sport  added  to  the  Olym- 
pics in  1900. 

Founded  in  Scotland  two  de- 
cades earlier,  rudimentary  water 
polo  was  played  with  very  crude 
rules  and  lead  to  many  fatal  inju- 
ries. It  later  flourished  in  Cold  War 
Europe,  where  Eastern  European 
countries  in  particular  excelled  at 
the  game. 

Now,  in  the  era  of  globalization, 


the  Blues  men's  team  is  a  reflection 
of  water  polo's  eclectic  past. 

"This  team  [of  2003]  is  the  most 
culturally  diverse  since  water  polo 
first  came  to  U  of  T  in  the  early 
1900's,"  said  Blues  South  African 
manager  Quentin  Stossel. 

Much  like  the  various  elements 
of  the  human  body,  this  year's 
diverse  men's  water  polo  team  is 
stitched  together  to  create  one 
whole. 

The  legs  of  the  cultural  quilt 
consists  of  two  parts — an  ex-Sin- 
gapore junior  national  team  mem- 
ber, and  a  first-generation  Jewish- 
Indian  goalie.  The  goaltender  has 
both  competed  in  the  Maccabiah 
Jewish  games  in  Israel,  and  played 
for  Maharashtra  Western  Railways 
team  in  Mumbai,  India. 

The  team's  guts  come  from 
the  left-side  drivers:  an  "Italian 
Stallion"  exchange  student  from 
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Italy,  and  a  medical  student  from 
Kitchener,  Ont.  whose  zinging  shot 
helped  win  the  OUA  championship 
last  year. 

The  team's  brute  arms  are  built 
up  with  a  Macedonian  junior 
national  champion,  a  pair  of  Ca- 
nadian national  champs,  and  a 
Hungarian-Canadian  captain.  The 
team's  heart  is  pumped  from  the 
diverse  and  deep  bench  of  players 
hailing  from  Quebec,  Italy,  Viet- 
nam, China,  Iran,  and  Canada.  Fi- 
nally, the  team's  brain  and  nerves 
are  networked  through  the  head 
coach,  Som  Self,  who  is  Persian. 

The  Varsity  Blues  have  started 
the  season  off  well,  beating  York 
last  night  10-4.  Rookie  Jake  Pottier 
led  the  Blues  in  scoring  with  five 
goals. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  if  they 
can  defeat  Queen's  when  they  hit 
the  road  this  Saturday,  Oct.  4. 


Classifieds 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808 -GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

TEACH  ENGLISH  OVERSEAS! 

TESOL  Workshops  for  Canadians, 
Toronto  -  Saturday,  Sept.  27.  One  day 
and  you're  on  your  way!  1-866-912-4465 
www.goteach.ca 

SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED! 

Make  extra  money  while  helping  others 
by  becoming  a  Xytex  Sperm  Donor  Ages 
18-38.  Call  416-924-3021  today! 

LOOKING  FOR  A  TUTOR 

In  my  home  for  a  child  in  grade  8.  Help 
with  homework  and  English  2  days  a 
week  2  hours  each  day  @$15  per  hour 
Mon  &  Wed  4  to  6pm.  Please  call  416- 
932-9817. 


DOWNTOWN  PARKING  AVAILABLE 

Indoor  parking  in  a  modern  condo  build- 
ing w/security.  60  Homewood,  between 
Carlton  &  Maitland.  $60  p/month  or  1  year 
for  $600.  For  info  call  (416)  530-9717 


ART  SALE 

Fine  Art,  Antiques,  Curios,  Silent  Auc- 
tion and  Fixed  Price.  383  Huron  Street, 
Bloor/Spadina.  Saturday,  October  4th  5-8 
p.m.  Preview:  (www.stthomas.on.ca)  No 
credit  cards. 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr  $44.9.5). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  -i-. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 


WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compuflow.  416/539-9443. 


TUTOR  FOR  ESSAY  WRITERS 

Certified  teacher  [M.A.].  Get  the  help 
you  need!  Humanities  and  ESLstudents. 
For  appointment  call  416-503-2010  or  e- 
mail  glenn7777@idirect.com 

COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C,  C-I-I-,  Data  Structures.  Tutoring, 
Exam  Review,  Programming  Lessons.  Ed 
416-785-5115  students  @cstutoring.com 


PFC:  QUALITY  EDITING 

Professional  editing  of  social  science/ 
humanities  manuscripts.  Student  rates 
available.  Academic  dishonesty  won't 
be  tolerated.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
Visit  www.pfconsulting.ca  ,  email 
info@pfconsulting.ca  or  phone  647- 
888-2373. 

ALWAYS  A  PROFESSIONAL  JOB 

Legions  of  satisfied  customers.  Advice, 
direction,  proofreading  and  editing. 
Maximize  your  educational  investment. 
416-536-4965.  Best:  Wednesday  1-5. 
Betsy's  Editing  Service. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00  for 
non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including 
spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  Nocopychangesaftersubmission, 
no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue -Thursday  noon,  for 
Thursday  issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 


Serious  about  Creative  Writing?^ 


So  are 

Margaret  Atwood,  Peter  Carey,  Roddy  Doyle,  Timothy  Findley,  Richard  Ford 
Alistair  MacLeod,  Mordecai  Richier,  Carol  Shields... 

Each  has  taught  in  pr<^ram. 

The  Correspondence  Program  in  Creative  Writing 

If)'  HUMBER 

JAN  UA RY  2004  School  of  Creative  & 

Performing  Arts 

ij;  f      Toronto,  Canada 

www,humber.ca/vfriting 

•  comprehensive,  postgraduate  program  ♦  faculty  includes:  Mavis  Gallant,  Isabel 

•  30-week  session  Huggan,  Alan  Cumyn,  Richard  Scrimger, 
'  correspond  one-on-one  via  regular  or  electronic  mail  Elisabeth  Harvor,  Olive  Senior,  Michael 

Helm,  M.  G.  Vassanji,  Karen  Connelly, 
Antanas  Sileika  416-675-6622  ext.  3448    antanas.sikika@humber.ca       Howard  Norman,  and  David  Adams  Riclmrds. 


12   Thursday,  October  2, 


Comics 


A  BETTER  TOMORROW  by  Nemo  Dally 


'g'g  9  'g'g  •  I      Do  you  like  to  draw  funny  stuff?  Draw  comics 

yjUUtflQ  UU  CUVtOOntStSl  "'"^  Varsity's  Comics  page.  Send  a  sample  to 

^  editor@thevarsity.ca. 


ITUALITY  1 0 1 


urantia 

"book 


BOOK  ^ 


PART  I 

jhe  Central  and 
Superuniverses 

PAKT  11 

The  Loal  Universe 

PART  111 

The  History  of  Uranha 

PART  iV 

The  Life  and 
Teachings  of  Jesus 


URANTIA. 


URANTIA 
rOUNDATION 


PARTI 


The  Central  and  Superuniv. 


■erses 


PART  ir 


The  Local  Universe 

PART  HI 

The  History  of  Urantia 

PART  l\ 

The  Life  and  Teachings  of  jesus 


FINAL  EMM  $25,000 
OPEN  BOOK  CONTEST 

17 -22  years  of  age  only 
250  Multiple  Choice  questions  on 
Papers  141  to  187  (424  pages) 

of 

The  VRMTIA  BOOK 
for  more  details  please  visit . . . 

www.eventodaward.com 
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UofT 
finances 
on  shaky 
ground 

Mounting  debt 
and  a  slipping 
credit  rating — but 
new  buildings 
keep  getting 
approved 


by  IAN  HA 

VARSITY  STAFF  

On  a  gloriously  sunny  day  in  the  sum- 
mer of  2000,  university  administra- 
tors were  digging  a  ceremonial  shovel 
into  a  dirt-filled  lot  beside  the  Nursing 
Building.  The  $111  million  Bahen  Cen- 
tre for  Information  Technology  that 
would  come  to  occupy  the  space  was 
plenty  reason  to  celebrate.  Smiles 
were  abundant,  handshakes  were  ex- 
changed, and  optimism  was  high. 

But  recent  financial  statements, 
covering  the  2002-2003  school  year, 
are  questioning  the  fiscal  prudence 
of  that  optimism.  Rising  debt,  large 
investment  losses  and  deficits  paint 
a  less  than  rosy  picture,  and  question 
whether  the  university  is  spreading  it- 
self too  thin  in  fulfilling  its  mission  "to 
be  one  of  the  best  public  universities 
in  the  world." 

Poor  markets  have  hit  the  univer- 
sity hard.  University  investments  lost 
$315  million  in  market  value  last  year, 
as  well  as  accumulating  a  $398  mil- 
lion pension  deficit.  The  endowment, 
pegged  at  $1.2  billion  on  April  30, 
2002,  dropped  $137.4  million  to  $1.06 
billion  by  April  30,  2003.  Harvard, 
in  contrast,  posted  a  12.5  per  cent 
return  in  investments  over  the  same 
period,  pushing  their  endowment  to 
$19.3  billion. 

Despite  these  numbers,  university 
administrators  insist  it  is  not  a  cause 
for  alarm. 

"We  are  in  reasonable  financial 
health,"  said  Sheila  Brown,  controller 
and  director  of  Financial  Services. 

Most  troubling  of  all  was  a  $164  mil- 
lion operating  deficit  last  year.  Over 
the  past  five  years,  expense  growth 
has  outpaced  revenues  by  5.2  per 
cent.  A  deficit  is  likely  for  this  year 
as  well. 

"Our  projections  are  that  expenses 
will  likely  exceed  revenues  by  some 
amount,"  said  Brown.  "It's,  a  possibil- 
ity as  we  continue  to  absorb  the  costs 

SeeBUILDINC  on  [1366  2 
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Members  of  the  Continuing  Education  department  wave  from  their  award-winning  parade  car  on  Saturday. 

Welcome  home,  Blues! 

Alumni  celebrate  homecoming  with  parade,  brand  new  gate  to  school 


byJAE-YEONUM 


Blue  was  the  theme  of  the  day,  un- 
der the  clear  blue  sky  at  the  mouth 
of  the  King's  College  Circle,  one 
of  the  hot  sites  during  Homecom- 
ing events.  By  the  tall  glimmering 
gates,  two  of  which  were  tied  with 
blue  ribbon,  the  past,  the  present 
and  the  prospective  generations  of 
U  of  T  gathered  Saturday  morning 
to  celebrate  and  witness  the  offi- 
cial opening  of  the  Alumni  Gates  in 
honour  of  the  100'"  anniversary  of 
the  U  of  T  Alumni  Association. 

"1  now  declare  the  Alumni 
Gates  officially  open,"  announced 
President  Robert  Birgeneau  as 
the  replica  blue  ribbon  was  being 
gracefully  cut.  Once  the  UTAA 
(University  of  Toronto  Alumni 
Association)  truck  ceremoniously 
opened  and  passed  through  the 
gates,    other    trucks  followed. 


each  containing  a  unique  bevy  of 
students  representing  academic 
programs,  colleges,  or,  of  course, 
the  good  old  Varsity  Blues.  Each 
truck  demonstrated  its  theme  to 
the  spectators  and  the  judges  of 
the  parade  before  proceeding  past 
the  gates.  From  a  powder-spewing 
wooden  brigade  to  live  music,  the 
parade  revealed  diverse  charac- 
teristics on  campus.  The  common 
denominator  in  all  was  the  united 
sense  of  euphoria  carried  by  the 
trucks  heading  to  Varsity  Stadium, 
which  permeated  beyond  the  gate 
walls. 

The  Open  Space  Plan,  a  project 
to  beautify  the  St.  George  campus, 
had  been  initiated  by  the  Alumni 
Association.  During  planning 
stage,  one  of  the  dilemmas  was 
whether  the  gates,  commemorat- 
ing the  100"'  anniversary  of  the 
Alumni   Association,   should  be 


located  on  Bloor  and  St.  George 
Streets  or  King's  College  Road 
and  College  Street.  The  latter  was 
chosen.  With  the  support  of  the 
Alumni's  donation  of  $400,000, 
the  construction  of  the  ceremonial 
gates  began  in  mid  2001  to  revital- 
ize a  rather  dull-looking  King's 
College  Road. 

"The  Alumni  Gate  is  an  official 
entrance  to  the  university,"  said 
Sarah  Charlton  ('92),  one  of  the 
organizers  of  homecoming  events, 
"there  wasn't  ever  one  in  the  past 
...  there  was  nothing  here.  It  didn't 
even  look  like  an  entrance.  It  was 
just  a  road  into  the  campus." 

Found  at  the  intersection  of 
King's  College  Road  and  College 
Street,  the  new  stately  threshold 
of  U  of  T  overlooks  a  tree-lined 
boulevard  and  the  heart  of  U  of  T. 
Maureen  Somerville  ('59,  '70),  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  parade,  agrees 


on  the  inviting  charm  of  the  statu- 
esque Alumni  Gates. 

"I've  been  to  Cambridge  and 
Oxford  and  other  campuses 
around  the  world,"  she  continued, 
"...[Alumni  Gates]  are  open  gates, 
they  aren't  closed  gates... I  think 
our  campus  is  beautiful,  and  I  also 
love  it  because  it  is  a  part  of  the 
city." 

Barbara  Bunting,  an  alumnus 
and  one  of  the  numerous  donors, 
also  agrees  and  added  with  a 
smile,  "Yes  1  quite  approve  of  it.  I 
am  glad  1  sent  them  some  money." 

The  opened  Alumni  gates  seem 
to  reflect  not  only  the  heartwarm- 
ing generosity  of  the  alumni,  but 
also  a  promising  sense  of  U  of  T's 
lasting  identity.  In  the  words  of 
Ivan  McFarlane,  past  director  of 
UTAA,  "[they]  will  identify  a  grow- 
ing community,  a  very  significant 
community." 
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Monday,  October  6 

Camera  Club-  Ready  to  learn  some  new  photography  techniques?  Or  maybe  just  to 
learn  how  to  load  film  in  your  camera?  You  may  now  pick  up  a  schedule  of  course 
offerings  in  the  rotunda  in  Hart  House.  Camera  Club  members  may  sign  up  at  the  Hall 
Porter's  Desk  for  classes,  Times  and  prices  vary.  Call  416.945.7323  for  information. 

Tuesday,  October  7 

SocialJustice  Community  Kitchen  ~  3pm  in  the  Catering  Kitchen.  $5  Sign  up  at  the 
Hall  Porter's  Desk.  Passport  event.  socjustice.harthouse@utoronto.ca 
fir/rfg-e-  Duplicate  Bridge,  6:30-10pm  in  the  Reading  Room.  New  members  welcome. 
Debating- 7-9pm.  New  members  welcome! 

Wednesday,  October  8 

Wednesday  BUZZWORD-  2-4pm  in  the  Map  room,  Meet  and  greet  new  friends  over 

tree  coffee,  tea,  and  biscotti. 

Debating-  4-6pm.  New  members  welcome. 

YUK  YUK'S  Comedy  fliglit- 8:30pm  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Licensed.  No  cover.  You  need  a 
laugh.  It's  on  the  House! 

Thursday,  October  9 

Art  Committee  Education  Series  -  "Text;  Sonotext"  Nobuo  Kubota,  sound  poet  per- 
forms with  W.M.  Sutherland,  A.  Mattes,  C.  Sokoi  at  6:30pm  in  the  fi/lusic  Room, 
Stages  presents  Half  Full,  flamenco  jazz  and  acoustic  rock  mixed  with  a  soulful 
groove,  9pm  -  midnight  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Licensed.  No  cover. 

Friday,  October  10 

Jazz  at  Oscar's  -  nezXhet  Bambrick  sings  pure,  smooth  jazz.  9pm-midnight  in  the 
Arbor  Room.  Licensed.  No  cover. 

UPCOMING 

Wednesday  October  15  TRIVIA  C/MiifiVfif  presented  by  the  Graduate  Committee. 
Refreshments,  Cash  Bar,  Hot  and  Cold  Hors  d'oeuvres,  dessert  table  and  great  prizes. 
Mh  and  mingle,  test  your  trivia  knowledge.  (6pm  reception,  7pm  Challenge).  Great 
Hail.  Purchase  your  tickets  in  person  at  the  Hall  Porter's  Desk  or  call  415.978.2452. 
Open  to  alumni  members,  recent  grads  and  students  of  UofF.  $15  alumni  members 
and  UofT  Alumni/$10  students. 

Saturday,  October  18  -  Cider  'n'Song  at  Hart  House  Farm  -  Make  cider,  hiking, 
sauna,  baseball,  soccer  Lunch  and  dinner  Buses  leave  Hart  House  10:30am.  Depart 
from  Farm  7pm.  Tickets  before  Thurs.  Oct.lS  $24  with  bus  $19  without:  after  Oct.  5 
$29  with  bus  $24  without.  Tickets  at  Hall  Porter's  Desk.  Families  &  children  welcome. 
Children's  rates  available.  Please  register  early. 

Wednesday,  October  22  -  Opening  night  of  The  Graduate  Committee  DINHER  SERIES - 
Lin  Whitman,  "The  Renaissance  of  the  Guild  Inn".  Single  tickets  still  available:  Alumni 
members/guests  $45,  U  of  T  students  $25. 

The  Gallery  Club  Committee  2003  WINE  SEMIHAR  SERIES,  Thursday  evenings  with 
expert  Lloyd  Evans  of  "The  Case  for  Wine":  Nov.  6  Sauvignon  Blanc,  Nov.  13 
Zinfandels,  Nov.  20  Malbec  Wines  from  Argentina  and  France.  Series  tickets  only. 
Alumni  members/guests  $80,  U  of  T  students  $60.  Tickets  available  at  the 
Membership  Services  Office,  1st  floor  or  call  416  978-4732. 

ART  416.978.8398 

TheJustina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery- Nobuo  Kubota,  an  installation  to  explore  sound 

poetiy.  Meet  the  artist  Oct.  9  from  4:30-6:30pm. 

The  Arbor  Room- IzceK  Gwizdka.  Photographs.  Runs  to  Oct.  19, 

ATHLETICS  416.978.2447 

Register  in  the  Membership  Services  Office  for  Solf  Clinics  in  the  Hart  House  Golf 
Cage,  Beginner  and  Intermediate  classes  offered  with  class  A  professional  instructor, 
Jennifer  Kimmons 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  Office:  416.978.8668 

w'AW.harthousetheatre.ca 
Discover  off-Broadway  on-campus.  Order  your  3Play  ($36/$30)  subscription  and  get 
one  free  ticket  to  THE  IBSEN  PROJECT-  three  Ibsen  plays,  three  evenings,  three  star- 
studded  professional  casts  directed  by  John  Neville  and  Graham  Cozzubbo. 
One  week  only:  Oct  24-26  (Fri-Sun)  at  8pm.  $25/$15  students  &  seniors. 
Oct  24  -  Little  Eyolf,  Oct  25  -  John  Gabriel  Borkman,  Oct  26  -  When  We  Dead  Awaken 
Best  value  -  take  advantage  of  our  3Play  subscription!  Call  for  details. 
Nov  13-22,  the  Toronto  Premiere  of  Lorena  Gale's  ANGELIQUE,  directed  by  Eric  Rose. 

GET  THE  NEWS  ON  RADIO 

Tune  in  to  BEYOND  THE  CLASSROOM,  a  weekly  radio  show  on  ClUT  89.5FM  that  high- 
lights Hart  House  programmes  and  upcoming  events.  Tuesdays  from  12  noon  to 
1:00p.m. 

GET  OUR  WEEKLY  LISTING  OF  EVENTS  ELECTRONICALLY 

Subscribe  to  our  LISTSERV  and  receive  a  listing  of  our  weekly  events  fay  e-mail.  You 
can  subscribe  using  any  e-mail  account  that  crosses  the  Internet.  Send  an  e-mail 
message  to:  L1STSERV@L1STSERV.UT0R0NT0.CA.  Leave  the  subject  line  blank.  On  the 
first  line  of  the  message  area,  type:  SUB  HART-HOUSE-L  first  name  last  name  (filling 
in  your  first  and  last  names).  You  will  receive  a  confirmation  message  that  you  have 
been  added  to  the  listserv.  Questions?  E-mail  gail.skikevitch@utoronto.ca 


Riding  confusion  gives  first-time 
voters  a  lesson  in  bureaucracy 


by  MAGDA  KONIECZNA 

with  files  from  RYAN  KENNEDY 

Despite  a  sweeping  majority,  ttie 
Liberal  victory  in  last  week's  elec- 
tion was  not  without  controversy 
in  Toronto,  as  students  were  often 
greeted  witli  a  ctiilly  reception 
from  returning  officers  or  poll- 
sters wLio  questioned  wtiether 
ttie  young  voters  were  casting 
their  ballot  in  the  right  riding. 
The  confusion  resulted  from  the 
question  of  where  students  can 
vote.  According  to  recent  Elections 
Ontario  statements,  students  must 
vote  in  the  riding  where  their  fami- 
lies reside.  The  Canadian  Federa- 
tion of  Students,  however,  backed 
up  by  a  legal  interpretation  from  To- 
ronto lawyer  Jeffry  House,  says  that 
the  Elections  Act  implies  students 
have  the  choice  to  vote  in  the  riding 
where  they  go  to  school. 

CFS  Ontario  President  Joel  Duff 
said  forcing  students  to  vote  in  their 


parents'  ridings  is  unfair  since  stu- 
dents spend  at  least  eight  months  of 
the  year  in  their  school  ridings  and 
have  most  access  to  information 
about  candidates  in  that  riding. 

"It's  absurd  for  Elections  Ontario 
to  expect  students  to  cast  an  in- 
formed ballot  in  that  riding,"  he  said. 
"It  comes  down  to  a  matter  of  rights. 
Students  have  the  same  rights  as 
anybody  else  and  we  fully  expect  to 
be  extended  those  rights." 

What's  more,  it  seems  the  law  is 
being  inconsistently  interpreted. 
While  U  of  T  students  in  the  Toronto 
riding  of  Trinity-Spadina  were  be- 
ing told  to  vote  at  home,  students 
in  Waterloo  managed  to  register  to 
vote  there. 

To  confuse  the  matter  further,  a 
statement  provided  to  CFS  by  Elec- 
tions Ontario  in  March  of  this  year 
indicated  that  students  could  vote 
in  their  school  riding.  "You  may 
vote  in  the  electoral  district  where 
you  live  while  you  are  at  school  or 


while  you're  at  home — it's  up  to  you! 
You  decide  which  one  you  call  your 
permanent  address,  regardless  of 
when  an  election  is  called,"  says  the 
original  statement,  submitted  by 
Elections  Ontario  for  the  CFS  Web 
site  VoteEducation.ca. 

A  revised  version  of  the  state- 
ment, issued  after  the  calling  of 
the  election,  states  that  "The  place 
where  your  family  lives  is  your  per- 
manent residence  until  you  move 
elsewhere  with  the  intention  of  mak- 
ing that  change  permanent." 

Nima  Hoda  is  among  students 
who  was  told  to  vote  in  their  par- 
ents' riding.  Hoda  said  he  considers 
Ottawa  to  be  his  permanent  address 
for  practical  reasons  but  believes 
he  should  vote  in  Toronto  because 
this  is  where  he  currently  lives.  "If 
I  voted  in  Ottawa  I  think  my  vote 
would  just  be  lost  in  the  sea  of  votes 
from  people  who  don't  necessarily 

See  r07!£' on  next  page 


Doctor  Gary  is  in:  A  medical  student  practices  his  bedside  manor  at  homecoming  on  Saturday. 


LILY  WONG 
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associated  with  taking  on  enrollment 
expansion." 

The  losses  have  forced  the  univer- 
sity to  apply  a  4.6  per  cent  budget  cut 
across  all  academic  and  administra- 
tive divisions,  and  the  future  does 
not  look  bright,  barring  increased 
government  support. 

According  to  Vice  President  Goven- 
rment  and  Institutional  Relations 
Sheldon  Levy,  unless  the  provincial 
government  increases  funding,  fur- 
ther budget  cuts  are  expected. 

At  a  Sept.  29  Business  Board  meet- 
ing at  Simcoe  Hall,  Levy  questioned 
the  financial  soundness  of  a  two-year 
tuition  freeze  promised  by  Liberal 
leader  and  premier-elect  Dalton  Mc- 
Guinty.  "Whatever  [cap  or  freeze]  it 
is,  inflation  at  universities  is  4  per 
cent... Where  is  the  funding  going  to 
come  from?" 

The  biggest  financial  drain,  and  the 
one  which  the  university  is  stacking 
its  reputation,  is  an  ambitious  capital 
construction  plan  that  began  in  1999 
and  is  expected  to  run  until  2007. 
Begun  in  part  to  meet  the  surging 


demands  of  the  double  cohort,  the 
plan  is  also  U  of  T's  attempt  to  spar 
financial  jabs  and  academic  punches 
with  the  best  public  universities.  Con- 
siderable expansion  of  residences, 
athletic  facilities,  academic  buildings 
and  infrastructure  upgrades  are  ex- 
pected to  cost  $899  million. 

An  estimated  $624.6  million  in 
borrowing  is  needed  to  finance  all 
the  34  university  approved  capital 
projects — the  very  limit  of  the 
university's  borrowing  capacity.  That 
figure  does  not  include  the  approxi- 
mately 36  projects  that  have  yet  to 
be  approved.  But  even  without  those 
projects,  some  administrators  sug- 
gest the  university  is  already  pushing 
the  financial  limits. 

"I  think,  right  now,  this  level  of 
volume  is  not  sustainable,"  said  Chief 
Capital  Projects  Officer  John  Bisanti. 
"1  see  the  level  of  development  will,  at 
some  point,  start  to  decrease." 

In  response  to  borrowing,  the  debt 
has  jumped  to  $216  million,  and  is 
expected  to  rise  another  $200  mil- 
lion. This  is  in  stark  contrast  to  the 
late  1990s,  when  the  debt  hovered 
consistently  around  $60  million,  says 


Brown. 

Even  with  a  recently  downgraded 
credit  rating  by  Standard  &  Poor's, 
and  a  university  borrowing  strat- 
egy largely  determined  by  uncertain 
market  fluctuations,  construction  is 
expected  to  go  through. 

"[The  debt]  is  too  high,  but  it's  re- 
sponsible," said  Vice-Provost,  Space 
&  Facilities  Planning  Ron  Venter. 
"We're  comfortable  with  the  cash  to 
make  them  happen." 

"The  plan  is  to  go  forward,"  echoed 
Brown. 

Looming  large  is  $315  million  in  de- 
ferred maintenance  that  has  accrued 
over  the  years.  It's  expected  to  grow 
another  $4-8  million  a  year  until  2005 
when,  if  no  new  government  funding 
is  secured,  the  operating  budget  will 
rise  another  $10-12  million  to  begin 
fixtures. 

Budget  forecasts  for  the  2004- 
2010  operating  cycle  will  become 
clearer  once  the  university's  White 
Paper — an  articulation  of  future 
academic  goals — is  published  in 
the  coming  months.  A  20  per  cent 
revenue  increase  is  being  slotted  to 
cover  further  operating  losses. 
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Head  of  the  class 


High  school  whiz  kids  land  at  UofT 


byFEONCHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Some  people  are  smart  because  of 
their  grades.  But  for  Gursbiaran  and 
Carol,  they  are  smart  in  spite  of  their 
grades. 

Gursharan  Singh,  age  18  from 
Chinguacousy  Secondary  School  in 
Brampton,  and  Carol  Lam,  age  19 
from  Cawthra  Park  Secondary  School 
in  Mississauga,  both  earned  a  99.2  av- 
erage in  high  school  and  were  named 
the  top  scholars  in  the  Peel  region. 
With  their  high  averages  and  plenty 
of  publicity  in  local  newspapers,  there 
was  no  need  to  worry  about  univer- 
sity admission  averages  or  the  double 
cohort.  In  fact,  they  could  have  gone 
to  Ivy  League  colleges  in  the  States. 
But  they  didn't. 

"It's  too  much  work  [writing  the 
SATs].  We're  too  lazy,  we're  like  what- 
ever...it's  just  such  a  hassle  to  write 
the  SATs  and  I'm  not  desperate  to  go 
to  the  States.  It's  not  like  Canada  is 
not  good,"  says  Lam.  Singh  agrees. 
"For  the  stuff  like  SATs,  I  think  it's  a 
waste  of  time  because  I  really  don't 
care  whatmy  score  is. .  .and  1  think  UT 
is  the  coolest  anyway." 

They  both  received  scholarships 
from  U  of  T  and  are  now  studying 
in  the  Life  Science  program  at  the 
St.  George  campus.  They  initially 
met  each  other  through  a  television 
interview  and  have  kept  in  touch 
since  classes  began.  Singh  and  Lam 
chose  U  of  T  over  Queens  and  other 
Ontario  universities  for  its  prestige, 
worldwide  recognition  and  excellent 
research  programs.  Moreover,  loca- 
tion was  an  important  factor  because 
Singh  is  a  commuter  and  Lam,  though 
a  resident  at  University  College,  likes 
to  be  close  to  home. 

While  they  are  blessed  with  intel- 
ligence and  not  bothered  much  by 
financial  worries,  Singh  and  Lam  do 
not  feel  they  are  any  luckier  than  an 


average  student. 

"1  don't  find  myself  lucky  because  I 
worked  hard  for  my  grades.  1  find  my- 
self lucky  to  have  a  great  family  and 
friends,"  explains  Lam.  Singh  shares 
the  same  view.  "We  earned  the  grades 
and  anybody  who  works  hard  can  get 
good  grades." 

They  also  stress  the  importance 
of  having  great  family  support  when 
they  are  going  through  rough  times, 
which  seems  to  be  a  key  to  their  suc- 
cess. "My  parents  are  proud  of  me  and 
what's  most  important  for  me  is  to 
make  my  parents  proud  ...1  didn't  go 
to  school  to  make  other  people  proud. 
In  younger  grades,  you  get  make  fun 
of  for  getting  good  marks  but  in  higher 
grades,  you  get  respected  for  it,"  says 
Singh.  Lam  adds,  "When  you're  young 
and  you  don't  know  anything  and  peo- 
ple in  your  class  isolate  you  because 
you  do  so  well,  you  just  start  to  learn 
to  not  care  about  what  they  think.  You 
just  do  your  best  to  be  who  you  are." 

Furthermore,  both  Singh  and  Lam 
believe  that  confidence  comes  from 
families  and  friends.  "If  someone 
makes  fun  of  me,  obviously  1  would 
feel  bad.  But  if  [people  who  care 
about  me]  says  don't  worry  about 
it,  then  it  kinda  makes  it  go  away," 
explains  Singh. 

They  also  confess  that  they  hon- 
estly don't  spend  a  lot  time  on  study- 
ing. "We  really  don't  study  that  much. 
We  go  to  class  and  we  really  pay 
attention... and  not  be  distracted  and 
focus.  It's  also  about  your  own  mind 
set,"  says  Singh.  Aside  from  academ- 
ics, Singh  tutors,  plays  basketball,  soc- 
cer, piano,  drums  and  enjoys  reading. 
For  Lam,  she  volunteers  in  commu- 
nity centers,  teaches  Chinese,  tutors, 
plays  piano,  takes  karate  lessons  and 
does  yoga. 

Singh  and  Lam  manage  their  time 
very  well,  but  unlike  what  most  may 
think,  they  are  also  very  laid  back. 
They  take  life  as  it  is  and  they  don't 


Carol  Lam  (top)  and  Gursharan 
Singh. 

stress  about  it.  Perhaps  it  is  because 
they  have  yet  to  experience  the  harsh- 
ness of  university  life,  or  they  really 
do  know  what  is  important  in  their 
lives  and  they  know  how  to  prioritize. 
With  four  promising  years  ahead  of 
them,  they  have  a  desire  to  do  well, 
to  succeed  and  to  make  the  most  out 
of  their  university  education.  Singh 
is  considering  medical  school  and 
hopes  to  become  a  surgeon,  but  he 
says  plans  are  not  definite.  Lam,  like- 
wise, is  also  interested  in  a  medical 
career  with  Doctors  Without  Borders 
and  dreams  of  working  in  Africa. 


OLYASANAKOEV 


Kendo  attitude:  Members  of  the  Faculty  of  Physical  Education  and 
Health  Kendo  Club  demonstrate  their  craft  during  Demonstration 
Day  on  the  weekend.  The  day  was  an  opportunity  for  high  school 
students  and  others  to  check  out  what  U  of  T  has  to  offer. 
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have  the  same  interest  as  myself," 
he  said. 

OISE  education  student  Bryan 
Timm  was  allowed  to  vote  in  Trin- 
ity-Spadina,  but  was  concerned 
with  the  lack  of  patience  the  return- 
ing officers  had  for  students,  many 
of  whom  were  voting  for  the  first 
time.  "They  should  be  happy  that 
people  are  coming  in,"  said  Timm, 
adding  "there  was  certainly  some 


hostility." 

According  to  the  officer  that  Timm 
spoke  to,  many  students  were  com- 
ing in  to  register  just  hours  before 
the  polls  closed,  and  were  not  pre- 
pared to  register  properly,  despite  a 
widespread  press  campaign  to  edu- 
cate students.  "In  fairness,  it  was  a 
busy  day,"  he  noted.  Timm  was  also 
disappointed  that  no  SAC  official 
had  met  with  the  returning  officer 
to  prepare  them  for  the  onslaught  of 
rookie  voters. 


Wanted:  UTM  Bureau  Chief 

The  Varsity  is  looking  for  a  dedicated  individual  to  report  on  UTM 
news.  If  you  can  write  well  and  are  a  UTM  student,  contact  us  at 
editor@thevar.sity.ca  or  call  416-946-7600. 
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Fine  indian  Cuisine 


•Dinner  a  la  carte  •LLBO  •Patio 
LUNCH  BUFFET  OVER  30  ITEMS 
EXCLUSIVE  LUNCH  BUFFET 

UofT  students  get  15%  off 
Monday  -  Sunday 
11:00  a.m. -10:30  p.m. 

416-850-3179 

Ghai  Time 

Everyday  from  2:30  p.m.  -  5:30  p.m. 
Two  Masala  Cliai's  and  two  Samosas 
or  choice  of  Teas  or  Coffee 
$5.50  with  this  ad 

Valid  until  Oct  30th,  2003 

91  Gerrard  Street  West 

Across  from  Hospital  for  Sick  Children 


I  Went  To 
UofT  and 
Wound  Up  In 


/Had  H€iiclay''s 

$6.95  Pizza  Night 

35  cent  Wings 

.99  cent  Draught 

Filnky  Friday  s 

Live  Music 
$4.95  Martini's 

Sassy  Saturtlay  's 
Live  Music 

SOLACE  SUNDAVS 
.35  cent  wings 
$10.95  Pitchers 


Flight  for  Two  to  Ireland 
Ccnne  On  ]ji  for  de^cdlsl 


$10.00  off 

on  an3^  food  purchase 
with  purchase  of  a  beverage 
Expires  November  1 .  2003 
one  coupon  per  person  per  visit 


182  Dupont  St.  416-967-POUR 
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designer  frames  ■  on-site  lab  ■  higli  quality  lenses 


Doctors 

Jerry  Nolfi  |  Upen  Kawale 

optometrists 

eye  exams  ■  eyeglasses  •  contact  lenses  ■  ^  /^y? 
laser  surgery  consultations  WW 

MANULIFE  CENTRE  ■  55  BLOOR  ST.  W.  (AT  BAY)  •  416-966  1955 
www.torontoeyecare.com 


Are  You  Faithful? 


PROVE  IT. 

HART  HOUSE  INTERFAITH  DIALOGUE 
organizes  special  events  bringing  people  of 
different  faiths  together  in  an  atmosphere 
of  sharing  and  open  talk  of  faith  traditions. 
Explore  your  faith,  and  learn  about  others, 
through  dialogue  and  discussion. 


This  year  we  are  proud  to  bring  back 


'cffections 


an  evening  of  Spirituality  in  Art, 
Why  not  help  shape  the  evening  with  us? 

Come  Talk.  Your  Spirituality  Is  Beautiful. 

OPEN  MEETING 

Wednesday  October  8,  2003  6pm-7:30pm 
Meeting  Room  2nd  Floor  Hart  House 
For  Info:  416.978.8400 


416.978.2452 


www.harthouse.utoronto.ca 


UTM  takes  a  bath  on  Orientation  Week 

Low  turnout,  lack  of  promotion  hurts  frosh  festivities 


by  GRAHAM  F.  SCOTT 
VARSITY  STAFF 

Tlie  Erindale  College  Students' 
Union  is  untiappy  with  how  orienta- 
tion week  went  at  the  Mississauga 
campus.  Participation  in  UTM's 
frosh  week  was  unusually  low  this 
year,  and  ECSU  says  some  of  the 
blame  has  to  be  taken  by  UTM  Stu- 
dent Affairs. 

ECSU  Vice-President  of  Finance 
Sean  O'Connell  said  that  advertising 
for  orientation  week  was  too  little, 
too  late. 

"What  is  a  serious  problem  is  that 
when  it  was  advertised,  it  was  adver- 
tised through  Student  Affairs,  and  I 
think  that  led  to  lower  participa- 
tion," said  O'Connell.  "The  Web  site 
and  the  email  [to  incoming  UTM  stu- 
dents] was  official  two  weeks  before 
frosh  week.  When  it's  thrown  in  our 
face  two  weeks  before  our  biggest 
event  of  the  year  that  students  are 
semi-informed,  that's  a  problem." 

Mark  Overton,  dean  of  Student 
Affairs  at  Erindale,  says  that  ECSU 
hasn't  yet  expressed  its  displeasure 
to  him,  and  so  declined  to  respond 
to  O'Connell's  charge  that  UTM 
Student  Affairs  dropped  the  ball  on 
orientation. 

However,  Overton  confirmed  that 
this  year  Student  Affairs  and  ECSU 
committed  to  a  joint  advertising 
campaign  for  orientation  week. 

"This  year  it  was  done  by  email, 
so  it  included  academic  and  ECSU 
information  combined,"  said  Over- 
ton. He  said  that  the  two  groups  had 
"started  talking  about  an  integrated 
message"  early  in  the  summer,  but 
confirmed  that  emails  were  sent  out 
to  new  UTM  students  in  August. 

Overton  said  that  email  was  cho- 
sen as  the  best  way  to  reach  the  stu- 
dents, "in  order  to  get  the  message 
effectively  early  enough  for  them  to 
make  plans." 

Katherine  Kormos,  services  co- 
ordinator at  ECSU,  wasn't  ready  to 
blame  Student  Affairs,  however. 


"UTM  this  year  focused  on  orga- 
nizing orientation  as  a  group.  In  try- 
ing to  put  a  mail-out  together,  it  got 
delayed,"  she  said,  adding,  "we've 
been  hit  by  every  technical  problem 
known  to  man,"  which  included  a 
computer  virus  and  the  blackout 
which  hit  Ontario  and  the  Northeast 
U.S.  in  August.  "As  for  being  unhap- 
py with  the  way  Student  Affairs  ran 
[the  promotions],  I  can't  say  that  I 
myself  was,"  said  Kormos. 

O'Connell  believes  that  the  mes- 
sage got  out  too  late,  however. 

"The  weekend  before  [orientation 
started]  we  had  950  spots  planned, 
and  310  students  signed  up.  [Partici- 
pation] dropped  almost  by  half."  The 
low  turnout  (it  eventually  reached 
750  participants)  has  hurt  ECSU's 
bottom  line,  although  there  is  little 
agreement  on  how  much.  O'Connell 
would  only  say  that  "right  now,  in 
our  budget,  we  are  a  certain  amount 
less  than  we  expected  to  be,"  but 
other  sources  have  placed  the  loss 
as  high  as  $25,000.  O'Connell  said 
that  originally  the  loss  had  looked 


to  be  almost  $19,000,  but  that  most 
of  that  cost  was  recovered  over  the 
course  of  orientation  week  from 
people  who  signed  up  late  and  other 
savings.  "Because  of  a  few  things  we 
were  able  to  change,  like  bus  book- 
ings," O'Connell  said. 

Kormos  said  that  "we  have  made 
money.  There's  no  doubt  about  that. 
The  only  thing  is  we  made  less  than 
we  hoped." 

Overton  said  that  participation 
in  the  academic  orientation,  in  con- 
trast to  the  full  orientation  week, 
was  higher  than  it  had  ever  been. 
Academic  orientation  took  place  on 
one  day  out  of  the  full  five  that  ECSU 
ran,  and  attracted  more  than  a  thou- 
sand students. 

Despite  the  problems,  O'Connell 
and  Kormos  both  said  that  the  joint 
promotions  scheme  was  a  good  idea 
and  would  continue  in  future,  with 
some  changes.  "The  blame  could 
equally  be  placed  with  the  student 
union,"  said  O'Connell.  "We  should 
have  taken  the  bull  by  the  horns  and 
done  it  ourselves." 


Animal  House:  Raoul  strikes  a  majestic  pose  outside  the  Beta  Omega 
Pi  frat  house  toga  party  on  Friday. 


Wednesday,  October  ?th 
Arbor  Room 
at  Hart  House 
?:30  pm  -  \\ce,\/\seA 

^  -  FREE  PUB  GRUB 

(while  it  lasts!) 

^How  up  early 
-  limited  seating 

It's  better  than  cheap 
...it's  free! 


Phone:  4 1 6.978.2452 
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Grad  fair  draws  Ivy  League, 
University  of  WoUongong 


by  LINDSAY  SCORGIE 
and  CLAUDIA  SERRANO 


It's  that  time  again  when  students 
start  worrying  about  plans  for  next 
year.  On  second  thought,  maybe 
not.  As  inappropriately  early  as  it 
may  seem,  the  good  folks  at  U  of  T's 
Career  Centre  have  already  started 
preparing  students  for  their  lives 
beyond  undergrad.  On  Oct.  2  and 
3,  the  Graduate  and  Professional 
Schools  Fair  took  place  at  the  heart 
of  U  of  T's  student  services,  the 
Koffler  Centre. 

For  the  fourth  year  in  a  row,  stu- 
dents from  diverse  academic  disci- 
plines and  myriad  career  goals  came 
to  explore  the  various  opportunities 
that  schools  from  Canada,  the  United 
States,  England,  and  Australia  had  to 
offer.  In  order  to  allow  people  the  op- 
portunity to  take  a  thorough  look  at 
all  that  the  fair  had  to  offer,  the  event 


was  spread  across  two  days  for  the 
first  time. 

More  than  65  programs  covering 
a  broad  array  of  professional  spe- 
cialties were  on  hand  to  satisfy  the 
tastes  of  the  community.  The  schools 
ranged  from  graduate  programs  to 
law  and  medical  schools  and  even 
post-graduate  colleges.  All  were 
trying  to  attract  to  their  schools 
what  one  representative  called  the 
"informed"  student  body  from  an 
"excellent  academic  structure." 

As  expected,  many  of  the  stu- 
dents at  the  fair  were  nearing  the 
completion  of  their  undergraduate 
degrees.  However,  according  to  Glen 
Matadeen,  co-ordinator  of  student 
outreach  at  the  centre,  they  were 
by  no  means  the  only  ones  welcome. 
As  he  explained,  the  fair  was  geared 
towards  those  from  all  levels.  "We 
encourage  our  students  to  start  do- 
ing their  research... from  year  one," 


Matadeen  advised.  In  fact,  many  of 
the  students  attending  the  fair  were 
only  at  the  lower  stages  of  the  under- 
graduate food  chain. 

Jenny  Ann  Chen,  for  example,  a 
second-year  life  science  major,  was 
attempting  to  get  an  early  start  on 
her  search  for  pharmaceutical  pro- 
grams. She  found  that  the  opportuni- 
ties presented  at  the  fair  pushed  her 
to  gather  information  for  disciplines 
she  had  only  briefly  thought  about 
before. 

Visham  Siva,  another  second  year 
student  in  life  sciences,  was  also 
"browsing  around"  for  courses  re- 
lated to  his  studies.  He  found  the  fair 
to  be  quite  helpful  in  aiding  his  quest 
for  post-undergrad  information, 
stating  that  this  event  was  much 
"bigger  than  last  year"  with  "more 
places  and  people  to  talk  to." 

Schools  as  familiar  as  the  Univer- 
sity of  Alberta,  as  well-known  as 


ANTHONY  HEMPELL 

Students  check  out  a  variety  of  career  paths  at  the  Graduate  and 
Professional  Schools  Fair  on  the  weekend. 


McGill's  law  school,  and  as  unheard 
of  as  the  University  of  WoUongong  all 
came  to  share  with  U  of  T  what  they 
had  to  offer,  and  many  individuals 
took  advantage  of  this. 

Perhaps  the  only  improvement 
that  coordinators  might  keep  in 
mind  for  future  fairs  is  to  avoid 
this  year's  lacklustre  advertising 
campaign.  Computer  science  major 
Mohamad  Rai  captured  the  essence 


of  many  students'  disappointment 
amidst  learning  too  late  of  the  occur- 
rence of  this  event.  "1  only  wish  1  had 
heard  about  this  earlier,"  he  stated. 
While  Matadeen  was  quick  to  point 
out  that  the  career  centre  had  taken 
such  marketing  measures  as  mass 
e-mailing  student  groups  and  post- 
ing notices  around  campus,  many 
students  mentioned  that  they  heard 
of  the  event  through  word  of  mouth. 


Town  Hall  Meetings  on 


Stepping  up 

The  Academic  Plan  for  the  University  of  Toronto  2004-2010 

In  January  2003,  the  "Green  Papers"  on  academic  planning  were  published  and  subsequently  Provost  Shirley  Neuman 
held  an  extensive  series  of  Town  Hall  meetings  to  obtain  ideas  and  a  sense  of  priorities  for  the  academic  planning  process 
from  the  University  community. 

The  draft  "White  Paper"  that  arose  out  of  this  earlier  consultation  process  is  now  available  to  the  community  on-line  at 
http://www.utoronto.ca/provost/plan2003.  Four  Town  Hall  meetings  have  been  scheduled  to  provide  all  members  of  the 
University  community  -  students,  faculty,  staff  and  alumni  -  an  opportunity  to  comment. 

Following  this  final  round  of  consultation,  the  Academic  Plan  will  go  through  the  governance  process  ending  with  a 
request  for  the  endorsement  of  the  Governing  Council  at  its  February  meeting 


Thursday,  October  16,  2003 

10:00-  11:30  a.m. 
Medical  Sciences  Building 

Room  3153 
1  King's  College  Circle 


Thursday,  October  16,  2003 

3:30-5:00  p.m. 
University  of  Toronto  at  Mississauga 

Council  Chamber 
Room  3130  South  Building 
3359  Mississauga  Road  North 


Friday,  October  17,  2003 

9:00-  10:30  a.m. 
University  of  Toronto  at 
Scarborough 

L.L.  Browne  Theatre 
Room  S263 
1265  Military  Trail 


I  VELUTj        ^  /EVP 
fARBOR I 


Tuesday,  October  28,  2003 

11:00  a.m.  -  12:30  p.m. 
University  College 

Room  140 
15  King's  College  Circle 
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Opinion 


Analysis 


opinions@thevarsjty.ca 


Talking  'bout  a  common 
cents'  revolution 


EDITORIAL 


Good  riddance  to  the  Common 
Sense  Revolution  (an  oxymoron  if 
there  ever  was  one) — last  week  On- 
tarians  put  an  end  to  eight  years  of 
divisive  politics  that  turned  citizens 
into  mere  taxpayers,  decimated  our 
public  services,  and  left  our  urban 
centers  in  disarray. 

While  the  low  voter  turnout  (52 
per  cent)  is  worrisome  (not  to 
mention  reports  of  students  hav- 
ing problems  at  the  polls  in  several 
ridings),  voters  nonetheless  handed 
Dalton  McGuinty  and  the  Liberals  a 
decisive  mandate  to  govern,  heed- 
ing McGuinty's  'Choose  Change' 
message.  But  while  there  is  reason 
for  optimism,  the  Liberals  are  going 
to  have  to  prove — and  quickly — that 
Ontarians'  hope  is  well-placed. 

It's  no  surprise  that  voters  painted 
Toronto  Liberal  red,  but  with  much 
of  the  905  turfing  key  Tory  ministers 
in  favour  of  the  Liberals,  it's  clear 
just  how  deep  the  dissatisfaction 
runs  in  this  province — if  anything, 
this  election  was  an  SOS  to  those 
that  govern  us:  fix  our  schools, 
improve  our  health  care,  work  with 
our  cities  to  get  them  moving  again. 
Now  that  last  week's  euphoria  has 
worn  off,  some  Liberals  may  be 
wondering  exactly  what  they've  got- 
ten themselves  into. 

McGuinty  has  almost  $6  billion 
worth  of  promises  to  live  up  to.  With 
news  that  the  Tories'  supposed  'bal- 
anced budget'  is  actually  a  deficit, 
and  a  large  one,  no  doubt  McGuinty 
will  have  to  move  slowly  on  some  of 
the  bigger-ticket  items  on  his  list, 
as  he  admitted  on  the  campaign 
trail.  And  he's  painted  himself  into 
a  corner  by  insisting  that  his  gov- 
ernment will  not  raise  taxes.  But 
Ontarians  have  shown  that  they're 


YOl/RE  SURE  WE  CAN 
AFFORD  ALL  THIS,  RISHT? 


willing  to  overlook  deficits  and 
spend  more — at  least  initially — if  it 
means  bringing  our  services  back 
up  to  speed. 

An  election  campaign  is  one  thing, 
governing  another.  Many  of  the  Lib- 
eral ideas  that  looked  so  good  on 
paper  still  need  to  be  translated  into 
practical  policy — for  example,  the 
promise  that  most  affects  us  as  stu- 
dents, a  tuition  freeze,  has  been  dis- 
missed as  unfeasible  by  university 
administrators  across  the  province, 
including  U  of  T  President  Robert 


Birgeneau.  While  it's  a  predictable 
stance,  they  do  have  a  point  when 
they  ask  how  that  funding  (which 
pays  for  upgrades,  faculty,  and 
other  factors)  will  be  replaced. 

And  that's  only  one  part  of  a  very 
expensive  platform — Ontarians  will 
bear  with  the  Liberals  as  they  make 
the  transition  into  government,  but 
it'll  be  a  short-lived  honeymoon 
if  they  don't  start  making  good  on 
their  many  pledges,  while  also  keep- 
ing an  eye  on  the  books.  Call  it  a 
'common  cents'  revolution. 


FROM 
THE 
VAULTS 


MONDAY,  OCTOBER  31,  1955 

Queen's  melee  injures  five 

Girl's  head  slashed  by  flying  beer  bottle;  two  ^eensmen  blinded 


Despite  warnings  from  President  Sidney 
Smith  and  the  Student's  Administrative 
Council  to  curb  rioting  at  football  games, 
rowdyism  returned  to  the  intercollegiate 
football  scene  Saturday  with  near-tragic 
results. 

Five  Queen's  students,  including  one 
girl,  were  injured  in  a  30-minute  melee 


around  the  goalposts  after  the  Varsity 
(Blues) -Queen's  game. 

Cathy  Cameron  was  knocked  momen- 
tarily unconscious  after  being  struck 
by  a  thrown  beer  bottle.  Two  students 
were  temporarily  blinded  by  lime  dust  in 
their  eyes.  Two  other  students  suffered 
broken  bones. 


FIRST  YEAR  DIARY 


Condoms, 
throwing  knives, 
and  packing  tape 

Samantha  Roberts  details  a  freshman's  first  day 


in  rez 


So  it's  my  first  day  in  residence  as 
a  highly  independent,  self-sufficient 
university  student,  and  after  I  get 
here,  run  around  for  five  hours  sort- 
ing out  the  Internet,  bid  farewell  to 
the  parental  units,  and  put  mucho 
sticky  tack  on  my  walls,  I  can  tell  you 
a  bit  about  my  first  day. . . 

I  arrived  at  my  room  this  morn- 
ing to  discover  my  roommate  is  a 
compulsive  fluorescent  post-it  note 
user,  and  that  everything  which  isn't 
mine  in  the  room — including  shelves 
and  windows — had  been  claimed. 
The  same  goes  for  the  bathroom, 
living  room,  and  kitchen,  including 
each  individual  soup  packet  and  gra- 
nola  bar.  I'm  not  sure,  but  I  think  my 
roommate  may  be  related  to  Martha 
Stewart.  She's  a  little  different  from 
my  two  other  suitemates,  however. 
One  looks  like  Pink,  and  the  other 
like  Alicia  Silverstone,  and  they  make 
up  for  this  somewhat  innocent  image 
by  getting  drunk,  smoking  like  chim- 
neys, and  listening  to  blaring  rap  mu- 
sic for  the  rest  of  the  day.  Word. 

After  all  the  boxes  had  been  emp- 
tied, 1  walked  around  the  campus  in 
an  effort  to  get  my  parents  to  stop 
worrying  about  me  being  attacked 
(we're  from  a  small  town).  This 
backfired  in  a  major  way,  as  my  mum 
started  freaking  out  about  the  abun- 
dance of  free  condoms  that  were 
being  given  out  by  Frosh  leaders. 
Little  did  they  know,  my  suitemates 
had  already  begun  what  will  become 
quite  the  renowned  collection  back 
at  the  room.  I  think  they  may  want  to 
start  a  clinic. 

In  the  afternoon,  1  went  to  a  resi- 
dence floor  meeting,  where  1  learned 
from  my  new  floormates  several  new 
ways  to  drink,  smoke,  throw  knives, 
and  generally  cause  a  ruckus.  Oh 
yeah,  and  that  we  shouldn't  do  any 
of  them.  At  six  o'clock,  Post-It  Mar- 
tha and  I  proceeded  to  the  dining 


hall  to  eat,  after  which  we  decided  to 
inquire  about  the  minimal  meal  per 
week  food  plan.  It  turns  out  cafeteria 
food  really  is  as  bad  as  they  say  in 
the  movies. 

After  much  orientation  day  party- 
ing and  loads  of  drunken  students 
milling  around  (those  were  the  Frosh 
leaders — I  think  they  were  setting  an 
early  example  of  how  to  get  through 
eight  months  of  school),  I  was  chat- 
ting pleasantly  with  my  roommate 

My  mum  started 
freaking  out  about 
the  abundance  of  free 
condoms  that  were 
being  given  out  by 
Frosh  leaders 

when  a  rather  inebriated  girl  from 
down  the  hall  stumbled  into  our 
room.  She  inquired  as  to  the  where- 
abouts of  her  roommate,  before 
collapsing  in  the  hall.  Wondering 
if  the  residence  orientation  tomor- 
row would  cover  what  to  do  with 
unconscious  floormates,  and  unsure 
just  how  many  different  substances 
she  had  consumed,  1  was  beginning 
to  feel  the  kind  of  panic  known  only 
to  university  Frosh  creeping  into  my 
blood — when  she  got  up  and  walked 
out  of  the  apartment  completely 
normally. 

I  turned  out  the  light  wondering  if 
I'd  ever  become  accustomed  to  the 
lifestyle  here,  and  tears  sprang  to 
my  eyes  as  I  thought  of  home  and 
realized  what  a  gaping  hole  there  is 
in  my  life. 

1  have  no  telephone. 

Samantha  Roberts  is  a  first-year 
Arts  &  Science  student  at  Victoria 
College 


CORRECTION 

In  the  Oct.  2  issue,  we  ommited  the  byline  on  the  review  of  This  Is  Our 
Youth,  which  was  written  by  Yasmin  Siddiqui.  The  feature  on  Paper  Bag 
Records  stated  that  local  duo  Uncut  had  broken  up.  In  fact.  Uncut  will  be 
releasing  their  debut  album  on  Paper  Bag  in  Feb.  2004. 
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More  than  a  language  barrier 


by  CLARE  KELLY  

When  1  decided  to  apply  to  U  of 
T.  I  thought  the  main  challenges 
for  me  would  be  to  obtain  the 
SAT,  GPA  and  other  class  grades 
necessary  to  be  considered  for 
admission  and  obtain  the  visa 
that  would  allow  me,  as  a  British 
citizen  and  permanent  U.S.  resi- 
dent, to  study  in  Canada. 

It  turns  out  that  these  were  rel- 
atively easy  steps  on  my  journey 
to  university  life.  Once  I  arrived 
in  Toronto,  more  obstacles  stood 
in  my  way.  You  wouldn't  think 
there  would  be  such  a  culture 
shock  just  over  the  border.  There 
is  no  language  barrier  to  contend 
with,  and  yet  I  still  had  a  hard 
time.  I  have  newfound  admiration 
for  students  who  move  to  Toronto 
from  a  non-English  speaking 
country. 

The  study  visa  was  straight- 
forward. Yes,  my  family  had 
sufficient  financial  resources  to 


EVENTS  LISTING 


pay  the  fees,  and  no  I  would  not 
assume  permanent  residence  in 
Canada.  A  15  minute  meeting  with 
the  immigration  service,  $100  fee 
paid,  stamps  in  passport,  and  1 
had  the  documentation  to  be  of- 
ficially recognized  as  an  interna- 
tional student. 

Then  came  the  real  challenge — 
how  to  set  up  the  basic  personal 
infrastructure  to  maintain  a 
civilized  lifestyle  during  the 
next  four  years.  A  bank  account, 
cell  phone,  cable  TV,  and  credit 
card  are  high  on  the  list  of  "must 
haves"  for  many  college  students, 
especially  one  from  the  consumer 
epicenter  of  the  North  American 
continent:  New  Jersey. 

First,  the  bank  account:  every- 
body has  one,  everybody  needs 
one,  even  poor  humble  students. 
It  is  a  first  step  to  becoming  a  fis- 
cally responsible  adult  member  of 
society;  a  real  person,  an  upright 
and  responsible  citizen.  However, 
as  a  non-Canadian  resident  1  had 


difficulty  convincing  a  number  of 
banks  that  I  was  a  worthy  custom- 
er, despite  having  a  bank  account 
and  credit  card  back  in  the  US. 
When  I  did  eventually  find  a  bank 
willing  to  take  me  as  a  customer,  I 
was  faced  with  many  restrictions 
such  as  being  unable  to  directly 
transfer  funds  from  the  US  to 
Canada,  and  having  to  get  a  debit 
card  instead  of  a  credit  card. 

The  highlight  of  this  past  week, 
of  course,  has  been  the  fatal  er- 
ror that  caused  my  computer  to 
crash  beyond  recoverable  means. 
After  lengthy  phone  calls  to  the 
technical  support  office,  they 
concluded  that  the  only  hope  for 
my  computer  would  be  to  send  it 
in  for  repair.  Turns  out,  because 
the  computer  was  purchased 
back  in  the  US,  I  will  have  to  ship 
it  over  the  border  for  repair — a 
process  that  entails  a  pricey  ship- 
ping and  international  tax  and 
customs  fee. 

You  would  think  that  is  would 


be  relatively  simple  to  move  from 
one  English-speaking  country  to 
another,  wouldn't  you?  There's 
no  language  barrier  to  deal  with, 
but  the  implications  of  moving 
over  the  border  run  deeper  then 
simple  linguistics.  Tiny  little 
things,  such  as  having  to  have  a 
computer  repaired  in  the  country 
it  was  bought  in  and  not  being 
able  to  purchase  items  online  as 
your  credit  card  is  not  issued  by 
a  Canadian  bank,  can  really  get 
a  first  year  student  down  in  the 
opening  weeks  of  the  semester. 

U  of  T  is  such  a  diverse  univer- 
sity, hailing  students  from  all  over 
the  globe — many  of  whom  come 
from  countries  where  English  is 
not  the  primary  language.  Ku- 
dos to  them.  I  have  met  so  many 
people  here  from  many  places, 
including:  Hong  Kong,  Pakistan, 
Taiwan  and  Russia.  I  am  amazed 
and  respectful  of  the  bravery  of 
such  students,  to  travel  halfway 
around  the  world  to  pursue  fur- 
ther academic  endeavors. 

Whenever  I  feel  like  scream- 
ing in  utter  despair  when  I  come 
across  some  sort  of  obstacle  due 
to  the  fact  that  I'm  not  a  Canadian 


citizen,  1  have  to  remind  myself 
that  sure,  I'm  having  a  tough  time 
with  this — but  I  have  it  far  easier 
than  some. 

Clare  Kelly  is  a  first-year  student  at  U 
of  T,  recently  moved  to  Toronto  from 
the  U.S. 
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Meetings  Thursdays 
@4:00  p.m. 


National  Defense 
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Options 
make 
all  the 
difference 

No  matter  what  your 
university  education, 
you  can  enjoy  a  career 
with  a  difference  in  the 
Canadian  Forces. 

•  Engineers 

•  Physiotherapists 

•  Social  Workers 

•  Pilots 

•  Doctors 

•  Nurses 

•  Pharmacists 

•  Nava!  Officers 

To  iearn  more,  contact 
us  today. 


Les  options 
font 
toute  la 
difference 

Peu  importe  la  nature  de  vos 
etudes  universitatres,  vous 
pouvez  beneficier  d'une 
carriere  differente  dans 
les  Forces  canadiennes. 

•  Ingenieurs 

•  Physiotherapeutes 

•  TravaiMeurs  sociauj^ 
travailleuses  soclaies 

•  Pilotes 

•  Medecins 

•  Infirmiers/infirmieres 

•  Pharmaciens/ 
pharmaciennes 

•  Officiers  de  marine 

Pour  obtenir  de  plus  amples 
renseignements,  veuiilez 
communiquer  avec  nous 
des  aujourd'hui. 


Strong.  Proud.  Today's  Canadian  Forces. 
Decouvrez  vos  forces  dans  les  Forces  canadiennes. 


CfiNADIAN  FORCES 


1  800  8S6-$488 

www.forces.gc.ca 


Canada 


Bnddliist  meditation  workshops 

Oct  9,  5:30  -  7  pm.  Room  508,  21  Sussex 
Ave.  (Free  admission). 
416-993-1940. 

U  of  T  Bookstore  Presents 

Readings  by  six  authors:  poet  Lucy 
Brennan,  author  of  "Migrants  All"; 
short  fiction  writer  Michael  Bryson, 
author  of  "Thirteen  Shades  of  Black 
and  White";  author  Domenico  Capilo- 
ngo;  award-winning  poet  George  Elliott 
Clarke,  author  of  "Blue":  author  Susan  L 
Helwig;  and  author  Nora  Landry.  Mon 
Oct  6, 7:30  pm,  214  College,  Great  Hall. 
Free. 

Free  events  listings  for  campus  organiza- 
tions. Email:  editor@theuarsity.ca. 


Foreign 
correspondent 
David  Kim  to 
speak  at  the  Varsity 

Varsity  writers  new  and  old 
and  otfier  students  interested 
in  journalism  are  invited 
to  listen  to  David  Kim,  a 
freelance  journalist  who  has 
written  for  the  Globe  and  Mail 
and  CBC  Newsworid.  He  will 
speak  and  answer  questions 
on  Mon,  Oct  6,  at  6  pm,  at  the 
Vars//y  office,  380  Huron  St. 


Notice  of  Election: 
Varsity  Opinions 
Editor 

The  Varsity  will  elect  a  new 
Opinions  Editor  on  October 
14,  2003.  All  Varsity  staff 
members  are  eligible  to  run 
and  vote  in  the  election.  If 
you  have  made  six  or  more 
contributions  between  May 
1,  2002  and  the  present  you 
qualify  as  Varsity  staff.  To 
nominate  yourself,  send  an 
email  to  ceo@thevarsity.ca 
and  editor@thevarsity.ca 
before  5  pm  on  Friday, 
October  10. 
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Getting  the  Low  down 

UofTs  makeshift  SARS  czar  speaks  about  the  outbreak 


by  ZOE  CORMIER 

VARSITY  STAFF 


1: 


[t  was  all-consuming.  Everj^hing  stopped. 
My  whole  life  was  put  on  hold,  it  was  com- 
pletely focused  on  SARS.  Some  nights  lying 
In  bed  after  I'd  finally  got  home  I'd  think  'Is  this 
ever  going  to  end?'" 

Dr.  Donald  Low,  Chief  Microbiologist  at  Mount 
Sinai  Hospital  and  Professor  of  Microbiology  and 
Medicine  for  U  of  T,  was  Toronto's  man  of  the 
hour  during  the  SARS  outbreak  last  spring.  He 
dealt  with  patients  himself  on  the  front  lines.  He 
reviewed  treatment  and  containment  procedures, 
and  helped  develop  policies  with  the  city.  He  re- 
viewed reams  of  suspected  and  probable  SARS 
cases.  He  became  an  ad  hoc  spokesperson  for 
the  city's  health  care  system,  appearing  on  the 
evening  news  almost  daily. 

"He  fulfilled  a  need  that  we  had — Don  is  very 
much  an  expert  in  infectious  diseases  and  his 
help  and  assistance  to  Toronto  Public  Health  was 
just  invaluable  in  helping  us  to  learn  about  this 
disease  and  how  to  control  it,"  says  Bonnie  Henry, 
Toronto's  assistant  medical  officer  of  health.  "Don 
speaks  his  mind,  he's  very  honest  and  open,  and 
1  think  that  made  him  a  perfect  spokesperson  for 
these  complex  issues.  He  was  able  to  put  them  in  a 
framework  that  people  understood." 

"He  did  a  fantastic  and  exemplary  job — he  had 
quite  an  intense  amount  of  responsibility,  and  he 
certainly  met  the  challenge  extremely  well... the 
pressure  was  on,  and  he  rose  to  the  challenge," 
says  Dr.  Hanif  Kassim,  associate  medical  officer 
of  health  for  York  region.  "He  is  different  in  the 
sense  that  he  took  a  lot  of  time  out  of  his  busy 
schedule  to  assist  us  and  to  provide  information 
to  the  public." 

"None  of  what  1  did  for  this  city  was  in  my  job 
description,"  says  Dr.  Low.  He  stretched  himself  so 
far  that  his  weight  dropped  from  170  lbs.  to  145  lbs. 
during  the  outbreak. 

"In  the  early  days  of  SARS,  it  was  incredibly 
stressful... we  really  didn't  know  what  we  were 
dealing  with,"  he  says.  "When  we  saw  the  disease 
spread  to  [nurses  and  hospital  workers],  we 


thought  'Oh  god,  are  we  going  to  be  remembered 
as  the  entry  point  for  this  disease  for  the  rest  of 
North  America?'" 

Dr.  Low  was  put  into  quarantine  himself  after 
coming  into  contact  with  a  colleague  who  had 
developed  SARS.  "There  was  a  real  concern  that 
he  may  have  gone  on  to  get  sick,  and  we  were  very 
grateful  that  he  didn't  because  we  needed  his 
help,"  says  Dr.  Henry,  who  ordered  Dr.  Low  into 
isolation. 

Dr.  Low  didn't  really  think  he  really  had  the  dis- 
ease, but  being  in  an  age  group  with  a  mortality 
rate  of  40  per  cent  made  his  safety  a  real  concern. 
By  going  into  isolation,  he  became  the  quarantine 
poster  child,  setting  an  example  for  all  those  who 
disregarded  orders  to  remain  in  isolation.  The 
quarantine  however  was  not  an  opportunity  for 
rest — Dr.  Low  found  himself  just  as  swamped 
with  work  at  home.  Sitting  through  two-hour 
long  conference  calls  and  fielding  phone  calls 
and  faxes  from  the  media  every  day  barely  left 
him  time  to  eat. 

"When  we  saw  the  disease 
spread  to  hospital  workers,  we 
thought  'Oh  god,  are  we  going 
to  be  remembered  as  the  entry 
point  for  this  disease  for  the 
rest  of  North  America?'" 

Despite  the  toil.  Dr.  Low  doesn't  regret  offering 
his  help  to  the  city.  "1  wouldn't  have  missed  it  for 
the  world.  It  was  probably  one  of  the  most  signifi- 
cant things  that's  happened  in  my  life... it  was  just 
so  surreal,  medically  nothing  compares  to  what 
happened  in  those  four  months." 

Not  being  connected  to  Toronto  Public  Health 
or  the  Ministry  of  Health  placed  Dr.  Low  in  a 
unique  position,  one  that  many  people  in  this 
city  found  reassuring.  "I  think  people  appreciated 
having  somebody  as  spokesperson  that  was  more 
involved  at  the  grassroots  level,  instead  of  [Ontar- 


io's Chief  Medical  Officer  of  Health]  Colin  D'Cunha 
or  [Commissioner  of  Safety]  James  Young,  who 
were  involved  at  a  much  higher  level  and  hadn't 
even  seen  a  patient,"  he  says. 

Dr.  Low  became  particularly  well  known  for  say- 
ing that  the  WHO  travel  advisory  was  "a  bunch  of 
bullshit,"  a  gut  reaction  that  came  moments  after 
hearing  about  the  advisory  from  a  CBC  journalist. 
"1  was  absolutely  livid,"  says  Dr.  Low.  The  advisory 
was  issued  after  the  first  phase  of  the  outbreak 
was  over  and  it  was  clear  that  the  spread  was  not 
going  to  get  worse. 

"It  was  actually  quite  funny — that  day,  we  were 
so  busy,  I  had  two  cell  phones  and  a  pager.  These 
people  came  in  from  the  Center  for  Disease  Control 
[in  Atlanta]  to  help  us.  They  were  sitting  across  a 
table  from  me  at  a  hotel,  and  1  was  on  both  cell 
phones  for  fifteen  minutes... they  were  just  shak- 
ing their  heads... they  must  have  been  wondering 
what  the  hell  they'd  gotten  themselves  into." 

Dr.  Low  himself  held  a  phone  meeting  with  the 
WHO  to  discuss  the  advisory.  "There  was  no  good 
explanation.  They  didn't  present  any  data  to  con- 
vince any  of  us  that  this  was  an  appropriate  thing 
to  do,  it  was  not  based  on  any  science,"  he  says. 
As  scary  as  the  SARS  outbreak  may  have  been, 
the  disease  spread  was  almost  entirely  confined 
to  the  hospital  environment.  Many  assume  that 
the  advisory  was  issued  for  political  reasons,  as 
China  was  outraged  at  being  given  travel  adviso- 
ries themselves.  The  WHO  had  no  criteria  for  a 
travel  advisory  at  the  time.  They  came  up  with 
criteria  later,  which  Toronto  did  not  in  fact  fulfill 
during  the  peak  of  the  outbreak. 

Dr.  Low  became  notorious  during  the  SARS  out- 
break for  refusing  to  mince  his  words  or  gloss  over 
the  truth.  He  received  more  than  1500  requests  for 
interviews  through  Mount  Sinai.  "The  media  atten- 
tion was  unbelievable. 

"You  have  to  give  the  government  credit,  no- 
body ever  once  told  me  to  shut  up.  They  used  to 
shudder  when  1  spoke.  I  wasn't  trying  to  be  sensa- 
tionalist or  anything,  1  mean  if  somebody  asks  me 
a  question  I  give  an  honest  answer." 

Dr  Low  wasn't  even  reprimanded  after  he 
criticized  Health  Canada's  definition  of  what 
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constitutes  a  "probable"  SARS  case.  The  definition 
categorized  a  "probable"  case  as  being  "severely 
progressive,"  but  to  define  an  individual  as  such 
would  require  monitoring  them  over  a  period  of 
time.  So  an  individual  walking  into  emergency 
with  a  cough,  a  fever,  a  suspicious  chest  X-ray,  and 
who  had  been  working  at  a  hospital  could  only  be 
defined  as  "suspect,"  lowering  the  total  number 
of  defined  cases  and  masking  the  severity  of  the 
outbreak.  After  Dr.  Low  told  CBC  radio,  "1  can  tell 
you  that  there's  a  lot  more  patients  out  there  that 
have  SARS  than  we're  letting  the  rest  of  the  world 
believe,"  Health  Canada  changed  its  definition 
within  24  hours. 

Toronto's  response  to  the  crisis  was  at  best 
makeshift,  and  many  mistakes  were  made.  Dr. 
Low  surmises  that  somebody  should  have  been 
put  in  charge  of  the  entire  affair  from  the  begin- 
ning, a  "SARS  Czar",  to  effectively  coordinate  the 
city's  efforts.  Dr.  Low  doesn't  however  think  that 
he  himself  should  have  been  Toronto's  SARS  Czar. 
"1  wanted  that  to  be  David  Naylor  [Dean  of  the 
Faculty  of  Medicine  at  U  of  T],  somebody  with 
that  kind  of  organizational  ability."  Dr.  Naylor's 
report  on  the  SARS  outbreak,  yet  to  be  released, 
is  expected  to  be  highly  critical  of  the  way  the 
outbreak  was  handled. 

Dr.  Low  doesn't  think  that  SARS  will  come  back 
to  Toronto.  Should  any  new  disease  threaten  the 
city  in  the  future,  it  is  likely  that  the  infrastructure 
will  be  in  place  so  that  somebody  like  him  won't  be 
loaded  with  so  much  responsibility. 

Since  the  outbreak  Dr.  Low's  schedule  has  in 
fact  gotten  busier.  A  SARS  expert,  he  is  constantly 
traveling  to  conferences  throughout  North  Amer- 
ica to  discuss  the  outbreak.  "It's  another  layer  of 
responsibility.  But  you  know,  it's  fun." 

Dr.  Low  is  the  author  of  over  170  published  ar- 
ticles. His  laboratory  at  Mount  Sinai  conducts  re- 
search on  antibiotic  resistance  in  bacteria  and  on 
necrotizing  fasciitis  (the  "flesh-eating"  disease). 
He  also  has  part-time  teaching  responsibilities, 
mostly  through  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

When  asked  if  he  would  rather  be  a  full-time 
professor  at  U  of  T,  Dr  Low  replied,  "Oh,  god,  no, 
-this  is  the  best  job  in  the  world." 
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U  of  T  Ph.D.  canditate  ranked 
in  top  100  innovators  by  MIT 

Research  funded  by  U.S.  Department  of  Defense 


Imagine  you  are  a  terrorist  being 
hunted  by  the  authorities,  and 
that  you  have  disguised  yourself 
with  heavy  makeup,  wigs,  or  even 
a  facelift.  Is  your  disguise  likely  to 
go  undetected?  Not  with  some  of 
the  newest  developments  in  anti- 
terrorism technology,  developed 
by  U  of  T  Ph.D.  candidate  Alex 
Vasilescu. 

Her  research  into  face  recog- 
nition and  human  movement 
analysis,  based  on  computer  vi- 
sion technologies,  has  resulted 
in  software  programs  that  have 
so  much  potential  for  filmmaking, 
biometrics,  and  security,  that  her 
research  is  funded  by  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Defense.  They  have 
both  garnered  her  U.S.  patents, 
and  won  her  MIT's  prestigious 
Technology  Review  100  Award, 
which  recognizes  the  top  100 
young  innovators  each  year. 

"Face  recognition  is  a  difficult 
problem  for  computers,"  Vasilescu 
said.  The  images  contain  too  many 
complex  "factors  relating  to  scene 
structure,  illumination,  and  im- 
aging," which  tend  to  confuse  a 
computer's  recognition  system. 


Attempting  to  unscramble  the 
complications  of  visual  images, 
Vasilescu  used  multilinear  alge- 
bra, which  provides  a  rigorous 
mathematical  framework  to  un- 
ravel the  entangled  factors  in  an 
image  ensemble. 

"A  TensorFaces  representation 
has  several  advantages"  over 
conventional  face  recognition  sys- 
tems, said  Vasilescu,  since  they 
took  into  consideration  the  "differ- 
ent expressions,  head  poses,  and 
lighting  conditions."  The  result- 
ing software  separates  the  many 
interacting  factors  in  images  and 
makes  for  better  recognition. 

Vasilescu  has  also  developed 
Human  Motion  Signatures,  a 
program  which  is  able  to  com- 
pute a  person's  unique  motion 
signature — the  individual  way  in 
which  somebody  moves.  A  shot  of 
a  masked  terrorist  on  film  stores 
sufficient  information  that  can 
later  be  used  to  recognize  him. 
With  sample  motions  from  a  group 
of  subjects  and  a  previous  shot 
of  the  suspect,  the  software  can 
synthesize  animations  of  a  certain 
individual,  say,  escaping.  Vasiles- 
cu's  developments  are  not  limited 
to  applications  in  security. 


Alex  Vasilescu. 

"With  motion  capture  samples 
of  Charlie  Chaplin's  walk,  is  it 
possible  to  synthesize  other  mo- 
tions, say,  climbing  up  stairs  in 
his  distinctive  style?"  Vasilescu 
is  excited  by  the  thought  that  "hu- 
man motion  signatures"  could  be 
extracted  from  sample  actions  as 
human  handwriting  is  extracted 
from  sample  writing. 

"Imagine  a  car  equipped  with  an 
automatic  face  recognition  system 
that  recognizes  and  customizes 
itself  to  each  of  the  people  autho- 


Ccoplete  Dataset 


Query  Tmage 


Partal  bsaae  Sd  for  Sobieti 


r 


Data  I>ecom{>ont»a 


Image  SynUietu 


Face  Kecftgiutioa 
I    -» "\  X  X  X 


Comiiae  Image  Sa  fir  Sabjcd 


Recognize  Penon 


Facing  the  truth:  A  diagram  illustrating  how  TensorFaces  software 
identifies  a  masked  culprit. 


rized  to  drive  it,"  said  Vasilescu. 
"Imagine  a  house  that  recognizes 
you  and  unlocks  the  door,  despite 
the  fact  that  you've  lost  the  house 
key." 

Vasilescu's  research  has  also 
led  to  the  development  of  Tensor- 
Textures.  This  new  software  that 
she  developed  in  July  is  able  to 
display  the  three-dimensional  ap- 
pearance of  fabrics  under  all  kinds 
of  realistic  lighting  and  viewing 
conditions. 

"A  certain  material  might  be 
beautiful,  but  a  potential  custom- 
er wouldn't  know  that  because  the 
image  gives  a  grossly  incomplete 
sense  of  texture,"  said  Vasilescu. 
Again,  similar  to  the  methods  she 
employs  in  face  recognition,  she 
unscrambles  the  complex  interac- 
tions between  lighting,  viewpoint, 


and  geometry.  Thus,  the  visual 
effects  of  soft  cotton,  rich  velvet, 
smooth  leather  or  glittering  silk 
are  no  longer  limited  to  fluores- 
cent store  lighting.  The  full  range 
of  effects  can  be  visualized  at  all 
possible  angles,  perspectives,  and 
lighting  conditions,  ranging  from 
brilliant  chandeliers  to  dim  stage 
lighting,  track  lights  to  candle- 
light. Vasilescu  is  hoping  that  the 
software  will  be  introduced  into 
the  market  in  a  year. 

Vasilescu  currently  does  re- 
search in  the  Media  Research  Lab 
at  New  York  University.  She  was 
honoured  on  Sept.  24  and  25  at  the 
Emerging  Technologies  Confer- 
ence held  at  MIT  for  her  innova- 
tions. More  detailed  descriptions 
and  articles  may  be  found  at  http: 
//mrl.yu.edu/alex/. 
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Longtime  musical 
partners  Brown 
and  Fennerfind 
sometimes  you  have 
to  be  apart  to  stay 
together 
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Chris  Brown  and  Kate  Fenner 
have  been  playing  music 
together  for  over  half  their 
Starting  out  18  years  ago  as 
school  students  at  Lawrence 
Collegiate  in  Toronto,  they 
fronted  beloved  local  funk-popsters 
the  Bourbon  Tabernacle  Choir  be- 
fore relocating  to  New  York  in  1996. 
They've  made  three  full-lengths 
since  then,  the  lush,  literate  albums 
showcasing  Brown's  keyboard  wiz- 
ardry and  Fenner's  remarkable  red 
wine-and-smoke  voice. 

But  the  true  hallmark  of  the  Brown 
and  Fenner  sound  has  always  been 
the  ineffable  bond  between  the 
two — whether  it's  Kate  bringing 
Chris'  lyrics  to  life  on  the  records, 
or  the  two  harmonizing  live  like  they 
were  born  to  sing  together,  their 
personal  and  musical  simpatico  is 
remarkable.  So  it  comes  as  a  bit  of  a 
surprise  that  they're  releasing  their 
first  solo  albums  this  month. 

"I'd  never  really  written  by  myself 
before,  and  suddenly  I  realized  that 
when  some  of  the  songs  started 
coming  together  that  they  were  dif- 
ferent in  spirit  than  what  Chris  and 
I  do,"  says  Fenner  from  their  home 
in  Brooklyn.  "1  talked  to  Chris  about 
how  he  felt  about  that,  and  he  was 
completely  encouraging,  and  in  the 
meantime,  1  said,  'Well,  there's  a 
bunch  of  stuff  that  you've  probably 
haven't  found  a  home  for. . ."' 

"Kate  just  had  all  these  songs  that 
she  had  written  and  they  all  kind  of 
belonged  together,"  Brown  chimes 
in.  "1  have  lots  of  stuff  that  1  don't 
bring  in  to  what  Kate  and  I  do,  so  it 
was  well-timed.  It  just  made  sense 
writing-wise." 

Over  the  years.  Brown  had  written 
most  of  the  duo's  material,  drawing 
on  their  activist  roots  (Brown  spear- 
headed the  GasCD  project  in  1999  to 
raise  funds  for  protesters  arrested 
at  the  Summit  of  the  Americas,  and 
more  recently  their  song  "Resist 
War"  has  been  a  popular  download 
on  the  Internet),  while  Fenner  was 
the  front-and-centre  voice. 

"As  a  writer,  having  the  palate  of 
a  voice  like  Kate's  allows  me  a  kind 
of  emotional  breadth  that's  almost 
orchestral,"  Brown  explains.  "Some 


Brown  and  Fenner:  Together,  as  ever. 


of  the  stuff  that  Kate  and  I  do,  just 
the  two  of  us,  it  goes  a  lot  of  places 
dynamically.  It's  always  great  writ- 
ing for  your  own  voice,  but  because 
we've  had  all  this  experience  and 
time  together  and  all  these  com- 
mon influences,  but  yet  developed 
different  skills  and  different  talents, 
1  think  that  probably  what  I  write  for 
the  two  of  us  is  as  affected  by  Kate's 
voice  as  Kate's  voice  is  affected  by 
what  I  write.  There's  kind  of  a  sym- 
biosis there.  In  both  going  out  on 
our  own  this  year,  it  helps  us  really 
appreciate  and  understand  what  it 
is  we  do  together,  almost  like  a  third 
entity." 

Fenner  agrees,  having  found  a  new 
creative  outlet  in  writing  her  own 
songs  for  the  first  time  for  her  Horses 
and  Burning  Cars  album.  Most  of  the 
album  was  born  out  of  poetry  that 
Fenner  had  written  that  developed 
into  songs  as  she  sat  in  her  kitchen 
with  her  guitar. 

"I  found  that  having  had  the  cour- 
age— and  it  took  courage  for  me, 
anyway — to  do  the  record  on  my 
own,  that  I  understand  the  whole 
picture  a  lot  better,"  she  offers.  "So 
when  we  go  and  do  our  stuff,  it  just 
has  more  breadth,  and  it's  more 
precious  to  me.  At  some  level  1  can 
appreciate  it  much  more  deeply. 

"And  part  of  it  is  Chris's  songwrit- 
ing — our  personalities  are  very 
different — he's  very  patient  and  I'm 
very  impatient.  So  most  of  the  songs 
I  wrote  came  out  of  single  very  in- 
tense feelings.  It's  not  right  or  wrong 
to  go  about  it  that  way,  but  it  really 
makes  me  appreciate  Chris'  song- 
writing,  which  also  comes  out  of 
single  intense  feelings,  but  he's  pre- 
pared to  sit  them  all  the  way  through 
until  they  widen.  And  that's  what  1 
would  like  to  aspire  to  as  a  writer, 
but  1  don't  think  I'm  there  yet." 

While  both  solo  outings  are  low- 
key,  mostly  acoustic  folk-pop  re- 
cords. Brown  and  Fenner  took  very 
different  approaches  to  making  their 
respective  albums. 

"My  album  (Burden  of  Belief}  start- 
ed on  a  mono  recorder,  just  sitting 
in  the  kitchen,"  Brown  explains.  "So 


the  album  kind  of  stayed  mono,  even 
as  some  of  the  songs  were  dressed 
up.  The  process  of  these  songs  was 
just  very  direct  and  unadorned.  It 
felt  very  good  as  a  writer  for  me  to 
sing  all  the  way  through  a  record, 
too — you  kind  of  take  responsibility 
for  things." 

"In  my  case,  some  things  came 
very,  very  suddenly  after  long  peri- 
ods of  high  agitation,"  Fenner  laughs. 
"1  can  think  of  one  in  particular 
where  I  was  out  in  the  Hamptons  for 
a  few  days,  got  home  and  it  was  the 
end  of  summer,  a  beautiful  evening, 
and  I  was  completely  restless — I 
didn't  know  what  to  do  with  myself. 
And  so  I  sat  out  this  terrible  feeling 
that  I  was  a  worthless  tool,  and  then 
1  sat  down  and  wrote  a  song,  top  to 
bottom.  1  made  up  the  chords;  1  don't 
even  know  how  it  happened. 

"So  a  lot  of  it  came  like  that,  which 
is  a  little  unnerving,  because  now 
when  I  think,  'Okay,  you're  a  song- 
writer— so  stay  in  tonight,  make 
yourself  some  broccoli,  and  write 
a  song',  except  I  don't  know  how  to 
do  it!  I  still  have  no  'craft' — it  seems 
more  like  an  accident." 

The  pair  may  have  different  cre- 
ative methods,  but  they're  on  the 
same  page  when  it  comes  to  their 
long  personal  and  musical  relation- 
ship. Both  appear  on  each  other's 
record  (and  they've  already  started 
on  their  next  album  together),  and 
they'll  be  touring  across  Canada  as  a 
duo  this  month  to  promote  the  CDs. 

"It  means  everything.  It's  our 
whole  lives,"  says  Fenner  simply. 
"From  an  emotional  standpoint,  it's 
everything.  Through  discovering 
this  process  on  my  own,  of  what  it's 
like  to  say  what  you  mean  and  try  to 
stand  behind  it  by  performing  it  and 
releasing  it  and  all  that,  it  makes  our 
job  a  tiny  bit  different.  I  really  take 
refuge  right  now  in  my  friendship 
and  my  musical  partnership  with 
Chris  now  that  I  know  what  kind  of 
courage  it  takes  to  do  what  we  do. 

"1  think  1  was  getting  to  run  a  little 
under  the  radar  all  these  years,  be- 
cause I  relied  on  my  voice,  but  if  it 
came  around  to  pointing  fingers, 


1  could  always  step  into  the  shad- 
ows and  say,  'I  didn't  write  it!'"  she 
laughs.  "But  once  you've  written 
anything,  then  you  can  start  to 
imagine  writing  everytfiing.  And  the 
compassion  and  the  allegiance  you 
feel  to  someone  who's  trying  to  com- 
municate in  that  way  is  changed, 
it's  altered.  So  (our  partnership) 
has  deepened,  in  my  opinion.  And 
not  just  because  of  time...  Because 
Chris  Brown  just  keeps  getting  bet- 
ter looking..." 

"Yeah — nose  job,  liposuction, 
Botox..."  Brown  interjects.  "No, 
seriously,  1  think  it's  not  always 
something  you  think  about — it's  like 
your  family,  you  have  times  when 
you  analyse  it  and  all  this  stuff,  but 
for  the  most  part,  you  basically  do 
your  best.  And  our  thing  developed 
where  music  was  just  this  glue. 
You're  not  even  conscious  of  it. 

"But  occasionally  I'll  see  Kate 
sing  with  someone  else  in  New 
York,  and  I'll  think,  'Wow,  she  can 
really  fucking  sing.'  But  when  we're 
together,  she's  not  singing,  I'm  not 
really  writing — we're  just  doing  that 
thing  we  do.  When  you're  young,  and 
you're  just  playing  in  the  basement, 
it's  just  what  you're  doing,  and  that 
kind  of  spirit  stays  with  it,  so  that 
it's  just  like,  'This  is  what  we  choose 
to  do  with  our  time.'  But  the  people 
around  you  start  to  appreciate  that 
this  is  a  real  commitment  at  this 
point  in  time.  It  certainly  feels  that 
way,  and  it's  nice  to  feel  it's  bearing 
all  these  different  fruits." 

Though  they  live  in  New  York 
now.  Brown  and  Fenner  maintain 
close  ties  with  the  tight-knit  T.O. 
indie  scene — former  Bourbon  band 
members  still  litter  the  local  musi- 
cal landscape,  playing  in  bands  like 
Broken  Social  Scene — and  several 
of  these  pals  show  up  on  the  solo 
records  to  lend  a  hand.  But  while 
they've  left  a  bit  of  themselves 
behind  at  home,  their  new  abode 
has  clearly  left  a  mark  on  the  two, 
particularly  witnessing  the  terrible 
events  of  September  11"^  first-hand. 
The  grief  that  scarred  their  adopted 
city  shows  up  in  the  elegant,  mourn- 
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ful  poetry  of  Fenner's  songs  and  the 
righteous  anger  of  Brown's. 

"On  September  11,  2001,  I  was  on 
the  roof  of  our  building  watching, 
and  really,  the  first  thing  that  was  in 
my  heart  beyond  the  kind  of  tragedy 
and  concern  for  everybody  around, 
was  'Wow,  I'm  glad  1  do  what  I  do.'" 
Brown  says.  "So  I  think  that  whatever 
you  do  for  a  living,  you  kind  of  have 
to  do  the  fuck  out  of  it  and  do  it  the 
best  you  can,  and  love  it.  And  if  you 
don't  love  it,  you  gotta  do  something 
else.  So  whatever  we  need  to  do, 
whatever  odd  jobs  we  need  to  take, 
and  whatever  things  that  we  take 
on  above  and  beyond  our  means, 
whether  it's  charity  work  or  making 
sure  that  everybody  in  our  band  is 
paid  before  we  are,  it's  all  part  of  the 
deal,  and  we  get  it  back." 

Chris  Brown  and  Kate  Fenner  play  a 
special  CD  release  concert  at  the  CBC's 
Glenn  Gould  Theatre  (250  Front  St.  W.) 
this  Wednesday,  Oct.  8  at  8  pm.  For 
tickets,  call  (416)  205-5555. 


Above:  Kate  Fenner's  Horses 

and  Burning  Cars. 

Below:  Chris  Brown's  Burden  of 

Belief. 


rs>iiw@tle«arsity.ca 


THE  HIGHEST 
DECREE 


Rebels  bring  back  rock'n'roll 


by  CHRIS  CLARK 


Black  Rebel  Motorcycle  Club  have 
been  described  as  the  children  of 
Echo  &  The  Bunnymen,  the  second 
cousins  of  Jesus  &  Mary  Chain,  and 
the  younger  siblings  of  Spaceman 
3  and  Spiritualized.  Often  these 
comparisons  are  useless  in  giving 
a  clear  description  of  the  band — 
rather  they  merely  offer  other 
suggested  listening  if  you  already 
know  and  enjoy  B.R.M.C's  recorded 
material.  Well,  here's  one  more  lofty 
comparison  to  throw  onto  the  heap: 
Nirvana. 

Not  since  April  8'\  1994  has  there 
been  a  three-piece  rock  outfit  that 
plays  their  live  shows  with  as  much 
intensity,  awkwardness  and  sheer 
volume  as  Black  Rebel  Motorcycle 
Club.  Taking  their  name  from  Mar- 
lon Brando's  motorcycle  gang  in  The 
Wild  One,  and  dressed  in  similarly 
all-black  attire,  B.R.M.C.  took  the 
stage  last  week  at  The  Guvernment 
and  without  a  word  ripped  straight 
into  their  set.  In  a  flash  of  red  light, 


the  first  riff  of  "Stop"  (the  lead  single 
off  their  sophomore  album  Take 
Them  On.  On  Your  Own)  sounded  as 
if  they  were  going  to  blow  out  the 
back  wall  of  the  club  into  the  Kool 
Haus  next  door.  As  they  fired  into 
"Six-Barrel  Shotgun",  some  people 
likely  wondered  if  the  whole  build- 
ing would  come  down.  In  short,  it 
was  loud. 

Notorious  in  the  media  for  being 
less  than  talkative  in  interviews. 
Black  Rebel  were  very  much  the 
same  in  concert.  Through  the  set 
that  contained  mostly  newer  mate- 
rial as  well  as  selections  from  their 
previous  self-titled  album  and  the 
title  track  of  their  first  EP,  Scream- 
ing Gun,  there  were  just  a  few  ap- 
preciatory  words  of  "thank  you", 
and  phrases  to  the  effect  of  "great 
to  be  here"  from  co-lead  vocalists 
Robert  Turner  and  Peter  Hayes.  A 
high  point  in  the  set  was  the  new 
and  controversial  track  "U.S.  Gov- 
ernment". The  anti-establishment, 
anti-war  diatribe  is  not  so  much 
a  protest  song  as  it  is  a  dismissal 


of  authority  with  Turner  sneering, 
"You  know  they  were  never,  never 
yours  to  kill/  Oh  no,  they  were  nev- 
er, never  yours  to  kill". 

There  was  nothing  extravagant 
in  the  production.  No  fancy  light 
show,  no  flashy  visuals  or  expensive 
pyrotechnics  to  burn  the  place  to 
the  ground.  Just  three  guys  dressed 
in  black,  their  gear,  a  couple  of  big 
amp  stacks  and  the  music.  The  high- 
light of  the  show  was  the  rocking 
performance  of  B.R.M.C's  biggest 
hit  to  date,  which  begs  the  question, 
"Whatever  Happened  To  My  Rock 
N'  Roll?"  From  "One,  two,  three — 
whoa!"  they  had  the  entire  crowd 
jumping  and  screaming  along  to  the 
lyrics,  not  an  easy  accomplishment, 
as  anyone  who  has  been  to  a  rock 
show  in  Toronto  can  attest.  The 
answer  to  the  question  asked  by  the 
song  may  always  remain  a  mystery, 
but  what  is  for  certain  is  that  with 
the  recent  emergence  of  bands  like 
Black  Rebel  Motorcycle  Club,  our 
rock  n'  roll  is  finally  back  and  hope- 
fully here  to  stay. 


Calling  all  U  of  T  musicians 


If  you're  in  a  band  or  a  solo 
act,  we  want  to  hear  from  you 
for  an  upcoming  feature  about 
bands/musicians  on  campus. 

Contact  Arts  at 
review@thevarsity.ca  and 
tell  us  a  bit  about  yourself. 


'  Provide  coaching  &  mentoring  for 
doctoral  dissertation,  master's  thesis,  etc. 

'  Provide  assistance  in  application  to 
graduate  school,  employment,  etc. 

portalcom  m  @  aol  .com 
(514)  989-8880 


East  Side  Players  present 


by  A.R.  Gurney 
Directed  by  Heather  Roberts 

"...a  moving  theatrical  piece  that  profiles  two 
individuals  who  spent  the  majority  of  their  lives 
physically  apart,  yet  intertwined  spiritually  and 
emotionally  through  their  letters  to  each  other.  It 
explores  how  each  sought  solace  and  support  from 
the  other  over  50  years  of  successes,  failures  and 
unfulfilled,  but  lasting  love." 

Wednesday  -  Sunday  October  1,  2,  3,  4,  5 
Wednesday  -  Saturday  October  8,  9,  10,  11 

8:00  PM  Curtain 
EXCEPT  Sunday  October  5  Matinee  at  2:00  PM 

George  Ignatieff  Theatre  -  15  Devonshire  Place 

Tickets  $12,  Students  $10 

BOX  OFFICE:  425-0917 


You're  going  places. 


STUDENT  FRIENDLY  FARES 

You're  going  places  in  life,  but  right  now  you're 
just  going  home  for  a  break.  With  thousands  of 
destinations  and  great  everyday  low  fares.  Greyhound 
gives  you  the  freedom  to  go  more  places  more  often. 

FROM  TORONTO*  (o^e  way  plus  gst) 


GUELPH 

PETERBOROUGH 
WINDSOR 


$1050 
$13°° 
$3850 


KITCHENER 

LONDON 

OTTAWA 


$1250 
$23°o 
$4450 


'Valid  Student  ID  required.  Call  us  for  more  details. 


For  local  info  contact: 
610  Bay  Street 
(416)  594-1010  GREYHOUND 


1-800-661 -TRIP  (8747)  •  www.greyhound.ca 
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He  Vanity 


Sliudenti  Wopk  flbroad  Ppogpamme  (SWAP) 

■  SWAP  arranges  work  visas  and  offers  orientation, 
accommodation,  and  support  services  overseas 

■  Available  for  many  countries  including  tlie 
UK,  Ireland,  Australia,  and  more 

•  iVlany  programmes  are  also 
available  to  non-students 

■  Year  round  and  summer 
programmes  available 


TRAVEL  OJfS 

See  the  world  your  way 


187  College  St. 
(1  block  east  of  St.  George  St.) 
416-979-2406 

www.travelcuts.com  www.swap.ca 


Chiropractic... 


The  Choice  For  Me 


Melissa  Banyai  is  a  Third-year  student  from  Windsor,  Ontario 
Canada.  She  graduated  from  the  University  of  Windsor  with  a 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  Human  Kinetics  achieving 
honours  status  each  of  her  four  years. 

Melissa  explored  several  schools  before  choosing  Logan. 
She  chose  Logan  because  of  the  hands  on  approach,  diversity 
of  the  program  and  the  knowledge  of  the  staff.  "The 
Admissions  staff  is  extremely  knowledgeable  about  Canadian 
issues,  the  program  is  excellent  and  the  campus  is  beautiful. 
What  more  could  you  ask  for?" 

After  graduation,  Melissa  plans  to  open  a  multidisciplinary 
practice  offering  traditional  chiropractic  care,  rehabilitation 
and  acupuncture.  "The  chiropractic  field  has  many  options 
and  specialties  that  interest  me,  the  possibilities  for  helping 
patients  through  chiropractic  care  are  endless!" 

Logan  College  offers  students  an  incredible  learning 
environment  blending  a  rigorous  chiropractic  program 
with  diverse  and  active  student  population.  If  you  are 
looking  for  a  healthcare  career  that  offers  tremendous 
personal  satisfaction,  professional  success  and  income 
commensurate  with  your  position  as  a  Doctor  of 
Chiropractic,  contact  Logan  College  of  Chiropractic 
today  and  explore  your  future. 


T  1-800-533-9210 

www.logan.edu 
Coiiege*of»chiropractic  loganadm@logan.edu 


Travel  CUTS/Voyages  Campus  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Students. 


1851  Schoettler  Rd,  Chesterfield  (St.  Louis  area),  MO  63017 


A  FUJI  FINEPIX  A205 
DIGITAL  CAMERA 


mi  3W9 


Melissa  Banyai 
Windsor,  Ontario 
Third-Year  Student 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


ESL  Teacher  Training  Courses 

■  Intensive  50-hour  TESL  courses 

■  Classroom  management  techniques 

■  Detailed  lesson  planning 

■  Skills  development:  grammar,  pronun- 
ciation, speaking,  reading  and  writing 

■  Comprehensive  teaching  materials 

■  Teaching  practicum  included 

■  Listings  of  schools,  agencies,  and 
recruiters  from  around  the  world 

For  Mor«  Info  Conuct  Oxford  Seminars: 
416-924-3240/  I -800-269-67 1 9 


www.oxfordseminars.com 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


■  Complete  25-Hour  Seminar  Packages 

■  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

■  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

■  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

■  Free  Repeat  Policy 

■  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

■  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

(416)924-3240 
1-800-269-6719 


www.oxfords«miiMirs.com 


HOT  YOGA 

Bikram  Yoga  Method 


No  Purchase  Necessary-  Include  hand-drawn  facsimile  of  UPC  from  a  Lexmark  X1 150  or  copy  of  dated  sales  receipt  (dated  between  Oct  1  and  Nov  30.  2003)  and  completed  official  entry  form.  Eighteen  (18) 
grand  prizes  available  to  be  won.  Entries  must  be  received  by  December  15,  2003.  Draw  date:  December  19,  2003.  Selected  entrants  must  answer  a  sitilt-testing  question.  Open  to  current  residents  of 
Canada,  excluding  Quebec,  who  are  registered  students  at  one  of  18  participating  Universities.  Visit  www.lexmark.com/canada/proinotions  for  complete  rules  and  regulations. 


720  Spadina  Ave. 
Suite  306 
416-961-9530 
Classes  Daily 

www.hotyoga.ca 
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Wheelchair  athletics  at  U  of  T? 

Tes,  but  it  could  be  a  long,  humpy  road  ahead 


Homecoming 
hopes  lanced 


KARA  DILLON 


LACES  OUT:  Blues  running  back  Templar  Iga  rushes  against  Lancers 
defence  on  Saturday.  Iga  finished  the  day  with  31  yards  and  one  TD. 


byMARKILCZYSZYN 
VARSITY  STAFF 


WINDSOR 44,  U  OFT  14 

What's  special  about  U  of  T's  home- 
coming is  its  merging  of  the  past, 
present  and  future.  This  year,  the 
administration  once  again  made  the 
Blues  football  game  the  jewel  of  the 
festivities. 

The  day  started  with  a  parade 
down  St.  George  Street,  which  saw 
numerous  floats  and  bands.  It  was 
followed  by  a  pre-game  barbecue, 
but  by  2  p.m.  all  else  was  set  aside, 
and  it  was  time  for  football. 

The  Varsity  Blues  took  the  field 
against  the  vastly  improved  Uni- 
versity of  Windsor  Lancers,  who 
earlier  in  the  season  beat  Western 
on  the  road.  The  Blues,  after  jump- 
ing out  of  the  gates  early  with  a  7-0 
lead,  fell  behind  the  stronger  team 
for  the  rest  of  the  game. 

Windsor's  offence  garnered 
much  of  the  attention  on  the  field 
yesterday,  but  the  team's  defense 
cannot  be  overlooked.  It  made  for  a 
miserable  day  for  the  Blues  offence, 
with  Blues  quarterback  Carter  Liv- 
ingstone throwing  for  128  yards  on 
24  attempts  and  completing  only  11 
of  those  passes. 

He  did  add  one  touchdown  pass, 
but  it  came  at  the  high  cost  of  three 
interceptions.  Livingstone  con- 
nected with  senior  wide  receiver 
Ian  Watson  who  made  a  beautiful 
catch  to  score  the  Blues  second- 
half  touchdown.  Watson  had  a  great 
day  in  this,  his  last  homecoming 
appearance  as  a  player.  He  caught 


PLAYOFF  BRIEFS 


BASEBALL 

Varsity  Blues  baseball  is  heading  to 
the  OUA  championships  after  upset- 
ting first  place  Brock  this  weekend. 
After  losing  the  first  of  three  games 
9-0  on  Saturday,  the  team  rallied 
behind  veteran  pitcher  Joe  Callaghan 
to  win  the  second  6-5.  Scott  Hughes 
shut  Brock  out  in  the  last  inning  to 
get  the  save. 

On  Sunday,  the  Blues  went  on  to 
win  the  tiebreaker  4-2.  Jesse  Fulton 
pitched  a  complete  game,  striking 
out  nine  Badgers  on  the  way.  Jon 
Benczkowski  and  Harman  Brar 
knocked  back-to-back  homers  out  of 
the  park  to  secure  the  win. 


a  season  high  five  passes  for  95 
yards. 

The  Blues  running  game  was  inef- 
fective, as  Windsor  keyed  in  on  Blues 
all-star  running  back  Templar  Iga.  Iga 
rushed  15  times  for  31  yards,  and  he 
was  able  to  rush  for  the  game's  first 
touchdown.  The  14  points  scored  by 
the  Blues  was  a  season  high  for  the 
team. 

Defensively,  the  Blues  couldn't  stop 
OUA  all-star  receiver  Arjei  Franklin. 
Franklin  had  five  receptions  for  69 
yards  and  two  touchdown  catches. 
The  all-purpose  threat  was  also 
effective  rushing  the  ball  for  the 
Lancers,  and  he  was  difficult  to  bring 
down  on  special  teams. 

After  the  game  Windsor  coach  Mike 
Morrencie  gushed  about  his  OUA  all- 
star.  "Arjei  plays  every  play  like  it's 
his  last,"  he  explained,  "the  work 
ethic  on  this  kid  is  unbelievable." 

Blues  coach  Steve  Howlett  was 
pleased  with  his  team  play.  "We  are 
taking  steps  in  the  right  direction," 
he  commented.  Howlett  was  also 
pleased  with  the  homecoming  fes- 
tivities, adding  that  "the  university  is 
fully  committed  to  the  program,  and 
the  alumni  is  important  to  this  team 
and  university." 

The  win  for  Windsor  puts  them 
at  4-2,  and  assures  the  team  its  first 
winning  season  since  1990.  The  loss 
for  the  Blues  drops  them  to  0-6. 

While  the  Blues  record  looks  the 
same  as  last  year's,  the  team  play 
has  changed  dramatically.  Now,  the 
Blues  play  hard  until  the  last  whistle 
is  blown.  There  seems  to  be  no  quit 
in  this  team,  which  can  be  attrib- 
uted to  coach  Howlett  and  his  staff. 


The  Blues  travel  to  Hamilton  next 
weekend  for  the  season's  final  show- 
down versus  McMaster. 
-REBECCA  ADDELM  AN 

FASTPITCH 

After  a  stellar  regular  season,  the 
Blues  fastpitch  team  fell  to  Ottawa  5-4 
this  weekend  in  the  semi-finals.  After 
beating  Queen's,  York,  and  Guelph  in 
earlier  rounds,  the  loss  was  a  blow  to 
the  15-3  Blues.  There  was  no  bronze 
medal  game  for  the  Blues,  who  went 
3-1  in  the  playoffs  and  finished  with 
the  best  record  in  both  the  regular 
season  and  the  playoffs. 
-RA 


byAMARAGOSSIN 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Games  like  wheelchair  basketball, 
wheelchair  tennis,  sledge  hockey, 
disabled  swimming,  and  "track 
and  field  for  everyone'  are  not 
the  games  that  normally  come  to 
mind  when  one  thinks  of  athletics. 
But  when  dean  Bruce  Kidd  of  the 
Faculty  of  Physical  Education  and 
Health  (FPEH)  says  he's  taking  pro- 
posals to  implement  such  games 
"seriously,"  he's,  well,  serious. 

The  faculty-commissioned  Ac- 
cessibility Audit  Report  calls  for 
implementing  sports  at  U  of  T  for 
the  disabled  or  handicapped.  It  is 
the  most  recent  in  a  string  of  audits 
that  have  yielded  administrative 
and  facility  changes  in  the  faculty. 
The  goal  of  increasing  accessibility 
through  sport  is  one  that,  so  far, 
both  students  and  faculty  seem  to 
want  to  pursue. 

The  report  makes  a  series  of 
recommendations  and  sets  out 
a  five  -year  plan.  In  addition  to 
improved  building  accessibility 
and  enhanced  staff  training,  the 
report  calls  for  the  introduction 
of  various  activity  programming 
for  special  needs  students  and  AC 
members,  along  with  accessible 
programming  implementation  at 
Camp  U  of  T. 

While  he  admits  that  the  task  of 
implementing  programs  like  wheel- 
chair basketball  or  tennis  is  intimi- 
dating, Kidd  remains  optimistic 
that  the  report's  recommendations 
are  practical  ones.  "The  mission 
of  the  faculty  is  to  give  opportuni- 
ties for  healthy  physical  activity 
to  all  U  of  T  students  and  faculty," 
he  explained.  "It  can  be  very  dis- 
couraging to  be  given  a  huge  list 
of  requirements  all  at  once... we 
felt  this  more  gradual  approach  is 
more  realistic." 

The  dean  is  certainly  not  the  only 
person  who  is  enthusiastic  about 
creating  a  vibrant  athletic  environ- 
ment for  everyone  at  U  of  T. 

"There  is  no  doubt  that  ensuring 
accessibility  is  important,"  main- 
tains U  of  T  varsity  track  and  field 
head  coach  Carl  Georgevski.  "If  you 
look  at  the  number  of  young  people 
participating  in  Variety  Village  [a 
local  charity  that  runs  athletic  pro- 
grams for  special  needs  children] 
and  other  such  programs  you  get 


Wheelchair  tennis:  The  future  of 


sport  at  U  of  T. 

an  idea  of  the  sorts  of  students  that 
an  inaccessible  program  loses  out 
on.  The  entire  student  body  within 
the  FPEH  would  benefit  from  the 
enhanced  diversity  that  an  entirely 
accessible  program  would  bring." 

But  the  optimism  of  FPEH  mem- 
bers masks  some  menacing  obsta- 
cles. Funding  is  hard  to  come  by, 
and  any  proposals  to  change  exist- 
ing facilities  and  programs  neces- 
sarily entails  budgetary  changes. 

"If  there  was  a  pot  of  money  sit- 
ting around  we  would  have  made 
these  changes  10  years  ago,"  Kidd 
notes.  But  the  truth  remains  that 
even  today  there  is  no  pot  of  mon- 
ey, and  what  the  faculty  decides  to 
give  to  meeting  the  suggestions  of 
the  audit  report,  it  must  take  away 
from  something  else. 

While  FPEH  employees  spout 
their  support  for  the  audit's  rec- 
ommendations, it  seems  that  little 
has  been  done  in  the  way  of  put- 
ting these  recommendations  into 
practice.  The  two  committees  who 
would  be  responsible  for  deciding 
the  monetary  side  of  the  process, 
the  Equities  Issues  Committee  and 
the  Budget  Committee,  have  yet 
to  look  over  the  report,  let  alone 
convene. 

Furthermore,  there  is  the  prob- 
lem of  reconciling  well-meant 
intentions  with  practical  and  mon- 
etary dilemmas.  Few  U  of  T  stu- 
dents would  openly  disapprove  of 
implementing  accessible  physical 
activities  on  campus.  But  when  it 
means  adding  yet  another  student 
fee  to  already  hefty  payments, 
goodwill  goes  down  the  drain. 

In  its  2001-02  annual  report. 
Accessibility  Services  at  U  of  T 
listed  79  students  with  mobility 
disabilities,  26  blind/low  vision,  13 
deaf/hard  of  hearing,  and  75  who 
suffered  from  multiple  disabilities. 
The  audit's  suggested  programs, 


such  as  disabled  swimming,  would 
only  benefit  approximately  one  per 
cent  of  the  student  body. 

"I  fully  support  having  acces- 
sible classrooms  and  buildings," 
said  one  fourth-year  student,  "but 
I  think  that  the  implementation 
of  some  of  the  more  specific  pro- 
grams needs  to  be  driven  by  the 
students  who  want  them... I  want  to 
know  that  people  will  participate 
before  my  money  is  used." 

Aside  from  the  debate  over  allo- 
cation of  student  funds,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  number  of  students  who 
would  partake  in  the  special  needs 
programs  raises  other  consider- 
ations. 

"I've  learned  that  you  can't  wait 
for  the  demand  to  generate  before 
implementing  important  programs 
like  these,"  Kidd  explained.  "We've 
got  to  reach  out  and  bring  these 
people  in.  My  guess  is  that  if  we 
implement  these  programs  we  will 
have  participants — it  may  just  take 
some  work  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
gram director." 

Facility  time  and  space  is  another 
glitch  in  the  implementation  pro- 
cess. Competition  for  facility  time 
at  the  Athletic  Centre  is  fierce, 
and  varsity  teams  often  share 
their  practice  hours  with  the  gen- 
eral public.  Other  teams,  who  can't 
share  space,  are  forced  to  practice 
at  designated  hours  rather  than 
choosing  their  own  practice  times. 

"I  think  our  facilities  our  definite- 
ly stressed,"  admits  men's  basket- 
ball head  coach  Ken  Olynyk.  "This 
is  something  that  is  worth  finding 
time  for,  but  I  think  that  won't  be 
easy.  For  me,  as  the  basketball 
coach,  there  really  isn't  a  lot  of  time 
that  I  get  for  my  practices  as  it  is." 

Paul  Dutchak,  facilities  manager 
at  the  AC  agreed  that  it  is  not  easy 
to  find  time  to  schedule  additional 
programs.  But,  he  added,  if  the 
decision  is  made  then  you  find  the 
time.  As  it  stands  now,  the  Athletic 
Centre  is  open  from  7  a.m.  to  11 
p.m.  on  weekdays  but  closes  earlier 
on  weekends.  Dutchak  suggests  ex- 
tending the  AC'S  weekend  hours  to 
make  room  for  the  new  programs. 

They  say  that  where  there  is  a  will 
there  is  a  way,  and  so  far  the  faculty 
is  showing  a  fair  amount  of  will.  The 
question  becomes  whether,  with  all 
of  the  obstacles  still  in  their  way, 
the  faculty  can  remain  committed 
to  its  current  position. 


Top  Spin 


Men's  and  women's  var- 
sity tennis  kicked  off  this 
weekend  against  York 
and  Waterloo.  The  men's 
Blues  beat  both  teams  4-3, 
in  a  best  of  seven  series. 
Tie-breakers  were  won 
by  Craig  Mercer  and  Amir 
Rafat. 

Third  year  vet  and  team 
captain  Karina  Avramenko, 
pictured  at  left,  and  the 
rest  of  the  women  fell  to 
York,  6-1,  but  came  back  to 
beat  Waterloo  by  a  re- 
sounding 7-0. 
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Sports 


UTM  by  a  hair:  West  takes  it  3-2 
in  annual  campus  competition 


hyPAYNABOYER 


Between  250  and  300  U  of  T  at 
Scarborough  (UTSC)  and  U  of  T  at 
Mississauga  (UTM)  students  packed 
into  Varsity  Arena  Friday  nigtit  to 
witness  an  ancient  rivalry  between 
the  two  campuses  play  itself  out  on 
ice.  Not  the  ice-capades,  but  hockey, 
the  true  Canadian  sport. 

Friday  night's  game  ended  a  week 
of  homecoming  competition  be- 
tween the  two  campuses.  Like  Randy 
Thomas,  the  assistant  director  of 
athletics  at  UTSC  and  the  coach  of 
the  mens  hockey  team,  says  "we  like 
each  other  as  fellow  students... but 
we  don't  [like  each  other]  when  the 
uniforms  come  on,  and  that  goes 
across  the  board  with  every  sport." 

It  was  a  close  game  with  UTM 
winning  3-2,  but  where  UTSC  was 
lacking  in  goals,  they  definitely  made 
up  in  support  from  fellows  students. 
The  turnout  was  massive  from 
UTSC,  with  each  student  donning  a 


burgundy  duck  hunting  t-shirt  and 
waving  pom-poms.  Raffles  for  vari- 
ous prizes  were  also  handed  out  dur- 
ing and  after  the  game,  the  final  prize 
was  two  tickets  to  see  the  Toronto 
Maple  Leafs. 

It  should  not  go  unmentioned  that 
a  lot  of  sweat  and  blood  went  into  the 
planning,  not  just  the  playing,  of  this 
game.  Seeing  as  the  game  was  played 
on  the  St.  George  Campus,  the  goal 
was  to  involve  more  students  from 
UTSC  and  UTM.  Thanks  to  the  offic- 
es of  advancement  at  UTSC  and  the 
office  of  development,  alumni,  and 
public  affairs  at  UTM,  the  game  drew 
a  massive  turn  out,  and  succeeded 
in  promoting  some  much  needed 
school  spirit. 

This  was  the  second  year  of  the 
East  versus  West  hockey  challenge, 
with  last  year's  match-up  seeing 
UTSC  come  out  victorious,  winning 
by  a  landslide  7-2. 

The  alumni  development  officer 
for  UTSC,  Drew  Dudley,  helped  orga- 
nize this  event  with  the  help  of  the 


Residence  Council,  the  Scarborough 
Students  Athletic  Association,  and 
the  1  Am  Canadian  Club.  He  hopes 
to  draw  in  some  corporate  sponsors 
for  next  year,  encourage  more  stu- 


dents to  attend  the  game,  and  have 
as  much  participation  from  UTM 
as  there  was  from  UTSC.  And  to  all 
UTM  students:  don't  forget  the  duck 
next  year! 


ANTHONY  HEMPELl 


iced:  UTM  squeaks  past  defending  East/West  champs  UTSC  3-2  Fri- 
day night  at  Varsity  Arena.  Despite  the  loss,  Scarborough  fans  were 
out  in  full  force,  cheering  on  their  campus  team. 


Just  ask  this  star  player.  Or  the  magical  fairies  dancing  around  his  head. 


www.OLGC.ca 

•    For  more  information  call  1-800-387-0098  pour  renseigneinents  en  frangais. 
KNOW  YOUR  LIMIT.  PLAY  WITHIN  IT! 
The  Ontario  Problem  Gambling  Helpline  1-888-230-3505. 


PROLINE  s  ^>?efT)^  by  re  Rufes  respec&ig  PR>U^J£  y.fdch  are  avafefe  trom  ffw  OuGC  upco  [!£quest, Tnese  Riies  ccntasn  limrafeons  of  f!al7%  Sport  loSety  protkjcis  are  no!  assooatsd  v.'i&i,  sponsored  by,  auThotized  tjy.  or  endorsed  by,  any  sporls  ieague.  mernb^ 
teams,  play^.  afitetes,  psjscn^ies,  or  cSief  ai^tes  h  syiy  way  You  must  be  a  rninifnum  of  18  years  d  392  to  partidpatG.  OLGC  may,  at  any  fenc  and  at  its  sole  dtsciefioti,  refuse  to  issue  tetels  b^rirci  any  setectkxi  and  niay  fenit  the  a^egate  wagering  or  prize  payout 


sports@thevarsity.ca 

The  great 
outdoors 

U  of  T  cabin 
for  one  and  all 

by  PATTY  BAKALOPOULOS  

On  the  weekend  of  Sept.  26-28,  25  U 
of  T  students  decided  to  escape  the 
turmoil  of  university  life,  and  head  to 
a  remote  cabin  in  the  country.  Mem- 
bers of  U  of  T's  Outing  Club  (UTOC) 
organized  the  weekend  in  hopes  of 
attracting  undergraduate  students 
to  the  excitement  and  adventure  ex- 
perienced by  anyone  who  attends  a 
UTOC  trip. 

The  club  offers  frequent,  inexpen- 
sive weekend  and  day  trips.  UTOC's 
mandate  is  to  encourage  students  to 
experience  the  outdoors  at  student 
prices.  Outdoor  activities  include 
cross-country  and  downhill  skiing, 
hiking,  camping,  cycling,  rock  climb- 
ing and  caving. 

The  club's  prized  possession  is  a 
large  cabin,  built  in  the  1960's,  located 
160  km  northwest  of  Toronto  on  a  gor- 
geous section  of  the  Niagara  Escarp- 
ment. The  cabin  itself  was  hand-built 
by  UTOC  volunteers,  and  the  lumber 
and  material  were  donated  by  various 
construction  companies.  By  January 
1970,  the  club  owned  43  acres  of  sur- 
rounding land,  bought  and  paid  for  by 
the  university. 

In  the  late  1960's  and  1970's,  the  club 
had  no  trouble  attracting  undergrads. 
Weekend  cabin  trips  were  famous 
among  the  student  body,  luring  any- 
where from  70  to  80  students  up  to  the 
cabin  on  any  given  trip.  Years  passed, 
members  of  UTOC's  golden  era  gradu- 
ated, alumni  membership  increased, 
and  student  membership  decreased. 

In  1996,  only  25  per  cent  of  the  club's 
members  were  U  of  T  undergraduates. 
"1  was  one  of  the  youngest  members," 
recalls  Bernard  Chang,  the  canoe  co- 
ordinator, "and  1  had  just  finished  my 
undergrad." 

With  the  help  of  some  very  dedi- 
cated undergraduate  executives,  the 
club  is  regaining  its  status  as  a  student 
association.  Last  year's  vice-presi- 
dent Amy  Cooper  focused  on  getting 
students  aware  of  the  club.  "All  the 
awesome  opportunities  the  club  offers 
were  just  being  wasted,"  she  remarks. 

Publicity  officer  and  student  co- 
ordinator Derek  Stonley  agrees.  He 
notes  that  although  the  club  is  open  to 
non-students  and  students  from  other 
institutions,  last  year  only  33  per  cent 
of  the  club's  membership  was  made  up 
of  U  of  T  students.  "That's  not  right," 
he  said,  "it's  a  great  club  and  no  one 
knows  about  it  on  campus." 

Stonley's  aim  for  the  future  is  for 
the  club  to  consist  of  50  per  cent 
undergrads  and  50  per  cent  graduate 
students  and  alumni.  Older  members 
bring  experience  and  expertise  to  the 
club,  and  they  possess  the  most  valu- 
able thing  of  all:  cars. 

Carpooling  cuts  down  the  cost  of 
trips  drastically.  Last  weekend's  trip 
cost  each  participant  $37.  But  the  ad- 
ventures experienced  by  the  25  U  of  T 
students  were  priceless. 


The  UTOC  cabin. 
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Because  you've  done  enough  stupid  things  in  your  life. 


We  ali  do  things  we  regret.  Buying  a  used  car  doesn't  have  to  be  one  of  them.  At  GM 
Optimum,  you  can  count  on  getting  a  quality  pre-owned  vehicle  thanks  to  our  1 50-point 
inspection.  You'll  also  enjoy  the  peace  of  mind  that  comes  with  roadside  assistance  and 
rock-solid  manufacturer's  warranties  backed  by  General  Motors. 
There's  even  a  30-day  exchange  privilege.  And  right  now, 
eligible  students  and  recent  grads  can  get  a  $500  bonus 
towards  the  purchase  or  lease  of  any  GM  Optimum  used  vehicle. 
All  in  all,  this  should  be  a  no-brainer  for  a  scholar  like  you. 


$500  OFF  A  USED  GM  VEHICLE 
MANUFACTURER'S  WARRANTY 
3O-DAY/2S00  KM  EXCHANGE  PRIVILEGE 
150+  POINT  INSPECTION 
24-HOUR  ROADSIDE  ASSISTANCE 


For  more  information  and  program  limitations  visit  optimum.gmcandda.com.  Call  1 -800-GM-DRI VE 
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A  BETTER  TOMORROW  by  Nemo  Dally 


JUDGING  BY 
BONE  WEAR- 


-THEIR  LIVES 
WERE  SPENT 
TRYING  TO 
KEEP  THESE 
COLOURED 
SPHERES  IN 
THE  AIR... 

HOW 
FUTILE 

IGNORANCE 
IS  TRAGIC 


ARTIFACT 
LOCATED 


INTRIGUING... 
A  PRIMITIVE 
PROJECTILE  WEAPON 
I  WONDER  WHAT 
AMMUNITION  THEY 
USED  IN  WAR 


aUtngaU  cartooms 


Do  you  like  to  draw  funny  stuff?  Draw  comics 
for  the  Varsity's  Comics  page.  Send  a  sample  to 
e  ditor  @  t  hevar  sity.  c  a . 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808 -GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

TEACH  ENGLISH  OVERSEAS! 

TESOL  Workshops  for  Canadians, 
Toronto  -  Saturday,  Sept.  27.  One  day 
and  you're  on  your  way!  1-866-912-4465 
www.goteach.ca 

SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED! 

Make  extra  money  while  helping  others 
by  becoming  a  Xytex  Sperm  Donor.  Ages 
18-38.  Call  416-924-3021  today! 

LOOKING  FOR  A  TUTOR 

In  my  home  for  a  child  in  grade  8.  Help 
with  homework  and  English  2  days  a 
week  2  hours  each  day  @$15  per  hour 
Mon  &  Wed  4  to  6pm.  Please  call  416- 
932-9817. 

MENTORS  WANTED 

Volunteer  mentors  are  sought  to  work 
on  interesting  projects  one-on-one  with 
high  risk  creative  children  (grade  5-8) 
1-2  hours  weekly  for  about  3  months. 
Coordinators  assist  mentors  in  the  devel- 
opment of  the  projects.  For  information, 
call  PRIME  Mentors  of  Canada  OISE/UT 
923-6641,  Ext.  2464. 

RESEARCH  ASSISTANTS  WANTED 

For  book  project  on  the  history  of  sugar 
Students  fluent  in  Spanish  especially 
welcome.  Flexible  hours,  $10.00  hour 
Students  must  be  eligible  for  OSAP  or 
other  provincial  student  aid  programs  as 
this  is  a  U  of  T  Work  Study  position.  Please 
contact  E.  Abbott  at  978-2254  or  by  email 
at  abbott@trinityutoronto.ca 


Classifieds_ 

RESEARCH  ASSISTANTS  WANTED 

For  book  project  on  the  history  of 
marriage.  Flexible  hours,  $10.00  hour 
Students  must  be  eligible  for  OSAP  or 
other  provincial  student  aid  programs  as 
this  is  a  U  of  T  Work  Study  position.  Please 
contact  E.  Abbott  at  978-2254  or  by  email 
at  abbott@trinity.utoronto.ca 


DOWNTOWN  PARKING  AVAILABLE 

Indoor  parking  in  a  modern  condo  build- 
ing w/security  60  Homewood,  between 
Carlton  &  Maitland.  $60  p/month  or  1  year 
for  $600.  For  info  call  (416)  530-9717. 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor.  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr 
$29.9.5/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  -i-. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 


WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compuflow.  416/539-9443. 

APPLYING  TO  THE  FACULTY  OF 
EDUCATION? 

Maximize  your  admissions  potential.  Con- 
tact teacher_success@hotmail.com.  Very 
reasonable  flat  consultation  fee  of  $75.00. 

PUBLIC  SPEAKING 

Increase  confidence,  credibility,  cha- 
risma. Practice  skills:  best  body  language, 
dynamic  voice,  professional  language 
and  more.  Complimentary  book.  Patricia, 
motivational  speaker  416-763-2540. 


TUTOR  FOR  ESSAY  WRITERS 

Certified  teacher  [M.A.].  Get  the  help 
you  need!  Humanities  and  ESLstudents. 
For  appointment  call  416-503-2010  or  e- 
mail  glenn7777@idirect.com 

COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C,  C-i-i-,  Data  Structures.  Tutoring, 
Exam  Review,  Programming  Lessons.  Ed 
416-785-5115  students  @cstutoring.com 


PFC:  QUALITY  EDITING 

Professional  editing  of  social  science/ 
humanities  manuscripts.  Student  rates 
available.  Academic  dishonesty  won't 
be  tolerated.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
Visit  www.pfconsulting.ca  ,  email 
info@pfconsulting.ca  or  phone  647- 
888-2373. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00  for 
non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including 
spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  Nocopy  changesaf  tersubmission, 
no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for 
Thursday  issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 


I  give  you 
the  world 
(plus  10%) 
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Jay  goes 
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Toxic  Shock: 
U  of  T  using 
illegal  workers 
for  asbestos 
removal, 
claims  union 


by  IAN  HA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  university  has  begun  investiga- 
tions into  the  safety  qualifications 
of  some  asbestos  removal  workers 
on  campus,  after  allegations  made 
by  a  union  charge  that  the  sub-con- 
tractor hired  to  remove  the  asbestos 
employs  illegal,  unqualified  workers. 

Holding  public  demonstrations 
last  Monday  and  Wednesday  at  the 
foot  of  King's  College  Road,  the  La- 
bourer's International  Union  charge 
that  Impact  Services,  a  non-union 
sub-contractor  hired  to  remove  as- 
bestos, unfairly  competes  by  hiring 
unqualified,  undocumented  workers 
from  Eastern  bloc  countries  on  non- 
work  visas. 

According  to  advertisements  run- 
ning in  a  local  Polish  newspaper 
that  were  translated  into  English, 
the  company  offers  work  ideal  for 
those  visiting  from  Poland  who  do 
not  speak  English,  and  that  they  can 
guarantee  many  hours. 

The  lack  of  qualification  is  threat- 
ening student  safety,  says  the  union. 

"When  this  is  taking  place  and  you 
don't  let  students  know  about  this. 


everyone  is  in  jeopardy,"  said  Joe 
Inacio,  a  business  rep  for  the  union, 
who  wants  to  unionize  Impact. 

The  demonstrators  were  protest- 
ing the  presence  of  Impact  workers  at 
the  Med-Sci  building,  one  of  two  sites 
currently  undergoing  asbestos  re- 
moval on  campus.  Med-Sci  is  a  Type 
3  asbestos  site,  the  highest  rating  of 
caution  for  removers,  and  demands 
stringent  abatement  procedures. 

Derek  Johnson,  a  construction 
worker  who  has  received  training  in 
asbestos  removal,  had  a  look  of  the 
removal  now  going  on  at  Med-Sci 
and  spotted  improper  practice.  "1 
witnessed  two  workers  with  their 
mask  straps  not  on  properly."  Inhal- 
ing asbestos  fibres  can  cause  lung 
cancer  and  a  host  of  other  respira- 
tory illnesses. 

Demonstrator  Wojciech  Durlik 
says  Impact  has  been  putting  ads  in 
Polish  newspapers  offering  jobs  to 
visiting  foreigners  with  no  experi- 
ence. "This  company  has  been  do- 
ing this  for  a  long  time.  It  has  to  be 
investigated." 

Local  506  union  members  say  the 
allegations  were  gathered  from  first- 
hand experience  from  former  Impact 


PHOTOS:  DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 

Top:  Labourers  protest  Impact  Services,  (bottom  right)  who  are  dealing  with  asbestos  on  czimpus  (left). 


Workers. 

Impact  vehemently  deny  the  al- 
legations. 

"We  absolutely  deny  everything 
that  [the  union]  says,"  said  Impact 
Service  VP  Alan  Giller.  "We  are  a 
reputable  company  for  thousands 
of  institutions... across  southern  On- 
tario. It's  upsetting  to  us  for  people 
to  make  any  allegations  and  no  one  is 
calling  them  on  it.  What  they  state  is 
completely  untrue." 

In  an  Oct.  8  written  statement  by 
Impact  to  contractors,  Giller  reiter- 
ated the  company's  position.  "[The 


charges]  are  so  outrageous  that 
they  are  laughable... If  they  mean  we 
exploit  immigrants  by  offering  them 
a  well  paying  job  when  others  won't, 
then  we  are  guilty  as  charged." 

Several  dozen  union  members 
were  out  gathering  student  support 
and  calling  on  university  administra- 
tors to  investigate.  Flyers  distributed 
by  the  union  also  charge  Impact  of 
side-stepping  tax  payments. 

University  administrators  insist 
there  is  no  cause  for  alarm.  "I  have 
no  reason  to  believe  [Impact  work- 
ers] are  not  qualified,"  said  Angela 


Hildyard,  VP,  Human  Resources.  "We 
have  no  reason  to  believe  that  our 
asbestos  policy  isn't  being  complied 
with." 

"All  removals  whether  by  Impact 
or  other  qualified  contractor  are 
carried  out  with  strict  adherence  to 
the  U  of  T's  asbestos  management 
guidelines,"  said  Director  of  Capital 
Projects  Nick  Zouravlioff. 

In  any  event,  Zouravlioff  will  meet 
with  Alan  Giller  today  to  ensure  safe- 
ty standards  are  being  upheld,  and  to 

SeeA/rA  on  page  5 


Campus  solicitors  under  investigation 


byBRONWYNKIENAPPLE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Thong  anyone?  Whatever  your 
fancy,  from  lingerie  to  spa  treat- 
ments to  credit  cards,  U  of  T  is 
becoming  the  place  to  do  a  little 
shopping  with  your  studying.  Go 
anywhere  on  campus  this  fall  and 
you're  sure  to  be  hit  up  by  people 
hawking  their  product,  but  buyer 
beware:  some  of  the  companies 
behind  the  campaigns  are  cur- 
rently under  investigation  for  un- 
acceptable business  practices. 


Arts  &  Science  does  not  allow 
any  marketers  on  Sid  Smith  prop- 
erty. Reps  for  both  Wonderbra 
and  Annie's  Beauty  Lounge  were 
situated  on  the  Sid  Smith  patio 
last  week.  Wonderbra  was  hand- 
ing out  free  thongs,  while  Annie's 
was  promoting  spa  packages.  Ac- 
cording to  Kelly  Jay,  the  assistant 
registrar  of  Arts  &  Science,  neither 
had  permission  from  her  depart- 
ment to  be  there.  Said  Jay,  "No 
outside  companies  are  allowed  at 
all. ..it  we  catch  them,  we  ask  them 
to  leave." 


The  advertising  firm  that  is  rep- 
resenting Annie's  Beauty  Lounge, 
AD  Efx,  has  been  accused  of  scam- 
ming  customers  is  the  U.S.  and 
Canada.  It  is  also  in  unsatisfactory 
standing  with  a  number  of  Better 
Business  Bureaus  in  the  States. 

At  Richmond  University  in 
Virginia,  AD  Efx  took  cash  from 
students  in  return  for  spa  pack- 
ages. The  students  later  found 
out  that  that  they'd  been  duped 
and  that  there  was  no  package. 
Students  were  also  asked  for  their 
social  security  numbers  and  were 


harassed  by  AD  Efx  reps. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 
Collingwood,  Ontario  issued  a 
statement  in  April  of  this  year 
warning  citizens  not  to  purchase 
services  from  AD  Efx.  The  compa- 
ny had  been  hawking  a  promotion 
by  a  local  salon.  Tangles  and  Whis- 
kers. The  report  states,  "Although 
Ad  Efx  is  a  legitimate  business. 
Tangles  and  Whiskers  had  no 
knowledge  of  this  promotion  and 
are  in  no  way  involved  in  it."  Police 
are  investigating  the  affair. 

Steve  Boutin,  the  Vice  President 


of  Marketing  at  AD  Efx,  insists  that 
Tangles  and  Whiskers  was  a  client 
of  the  company.  In  defense  of  the 
allegations  against  AD  Efx,  Bou- 
tin said  "Any  leaks  I  try  my  best 
to  plug  up.  But  as  with  any  large 
business,  there'll  always  be  some- 
thing." He  stressed  his  company's 
efforts  to  resolve  complaints  and 
its  continuing  efforts  to  work  with 
the  Better  Business  Bureaus. 

Boutin  also  stressed  that  it  is 
not  the  company  but  the  sales 

See.S'A'AAon  page  2 
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reps  they  hire  that  choose  the 
location.  AD  Efx  tries  to  advise  the 
reps  if  they  need  permission  to  be 
in  a  certain  area  but  as  Boutin  stat- 
ed, "When  you  have  30  representa- 
tives you  can't  always  be  aware  of 
where  they  are  at  all  times." 

The  rules  regarding  solicitation 
on  campus  are  open  to  interpreta- 
tion. According  to  Staff  Sergeant 
Sam  D'Angelo  of  the  university 
police,  U  of  T  is  an  open  campus. 
This  means  that  it's  fair  game 
for  anyone  who  wants  to  sell 
their  products.  "They  don't  have 
to  have  permission.  As  long  as 
they're  peaceful  and  not  disturb- 
ing academic  freedom. ..they  can 
do  as  they  wish,"  said  D'Angelo. 

Kyle  Winters,  the  director  of 
Marketing  Programs  at  U  of  T,  dis- 
agrees. "It's  an  open  space  but  it's 
also  an  institution. ..it's  up  to  us  to 
manage  the  campus."  While  there's 
no  written  policy  at  U  of  T  banning 
marketers.  Winters'  department  is 


charged  with  chasing  off  vendors. 
"The  U  of  T  campus  I  don't  see  as  a 
place  to  hawk  products. ..they're  a 
real  campus  problem." 

Not  all  companies  are  banned 
on  campus.  Some,  like  Master- 
Card, are  actually  invited  by  U 
of  T.  Sales  reps  for  the  credit 
card  have  been  front  and  centre 
in  Sid  Smith  and  Robarts  Library 
this  week.  It's  all  part  of  a  deal 
between  MBNA  bank  and  U  of  T 
to  provide  students  with  a  "U  of 
T  MasterCard."  Each  time  such  a 
cardholder  makes  a  purchase,  a 
small  fraction  of  the  administra- 
tive fee  goes  to  the  U  of  T  depart- 
ment of  the  student's  choice. 

Winters,  who  heads  up  the  deal, 
sees  this  form  of  solicitation  as 
different  from  that  of  the  aver- 
age street  hawker.  Said  Winters, 
"It's  a  long-term  partnership  that 
is  significantly  beneficial  to  the 
university."  Funds  earned  from 
the  MasterCard  deal  go  towards 
events  like  homecoming  and  to 
student  groups. 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 


Students  sign  up  for  credit  cards  at  Sid  Smith. 


SAC  by-election  under  way 


by  FEONCHAU  and  JAMES  HUGHES 

VARSITY  STAFF  

U  of  T's  undergraduate  students  will 
be  voting  in  some  new  faces  this 
week. 

The  Student's  Administrative 
Council  is  holding  a  by-election  in 
order  to  fill  several  key  positions  on 
its  Board  of  Directors  and  Executive. 
While  several  board  seats  have  al- 
ready been  acclaimed,  many  are  con- 
tested. The  positions  on  the  board 
that  are  in  contention  include  one  of 
two  Woodsworth  College  seats,  and 
the  seats  representing  Scarborough, 
Nursing,  and  the  Transitional  Year 
Program  (TYP)  each  of  which  are  en- 
titled to  a  single  seat.  The  board  po- 
sitions held  by  the  Faculty  of  Music 
and  OlSE,  and  the  other  Woodsworth 
College  seat  have  been  acclaimed. 
Both  of  UTM's  seats  have  also  been 
filled  without  contention.  Several 
executive  seats  are  also  up  for  grabs. 
They  include:  Vice-President  Student 
Life  and  Vice-President  University  of 
Toronto  at  Mississauga. 

Last  Spring,  SAC  revoked  the  ap- 
pointment for  the  VP  Student  Life 
position  due  to  a  technicality  prob- 
lem. According  to  Howard  Tarn,  Vice- 
President  University  Affairs  for  SAC, 


a  campaign  statement  made  by  one 
of  the  candidates  was  not  uploaded 
online.  The  race  was  very  close  and 
many  felt  that  had  the  statement 
been  uploaded,  there  would  have 
been  a  more  decisive  result.  In  ad- 
dition, during  the  week  of  the  cam- 
paigning of  last  year,  an  email  was 
circulated  claiming  that  one  of  the 
candidates  was  anti-Semitic.  With 
all  the  confusion  and  vicious  politics 
surrounding  the  VP  Student  Life  elec- 
tion, the  board  of  directors  decided 
to  nullify  the  election  results. 

Three  candidates  are  running  for 
the  spot  this  year  They  are  Justin 
Woong  Kim,  Dylan  Rae  and  Jason 
Young. 

Occurring  simultaneously  with  the 
by-election  will  be  a  referendum  ask- 
ing students  if  they  support  increas- 
ing the  funding  for  the  U  of  T  Women's 
Center  Currently  all  full-time  under- 
graduate students  pay  50  cents  per 
term  in  the  form  of  a  levy  that  goes  to 
help  fund  the  center  Students  will  be 
asked  if  they  support  increasing  that 
levy  by  one  dollar. 

Rebeka  Tabobondung  is  co-coor- 
dinator of  the  Women's  Center  at  U 
of  T.  She  says  that  the  extra  funds 
will  go  to  help  expand  the  range  of 
services  that  the  center  provides.  She 


also  hopes  that  the  money  will  allow 
the  center  to  stay  open  later  in  the 
evenings  and  on  Fridays.  'One  of  our 
aims  is  promote  accessibility",  she 
explains.  She  says  that  an  increased 
budget  would  potentially  allow  for 
services  like  childcare  for  single 
mothers  during  exams,  and  transla- 
tion services  for  ESL  students  who 
need  the  assistance  of  the  center.  Ta- 
bobondung suggests  "the  [increased] 
levy  will  bring  our  funding  in  line  with 
other  campus  women's  centers  such 
as  those  at  York  or  Queen's."  She  is 
confident  the  majority  of  students 
will  vote  "yes"  in  the  referendum,  be- 
cause she  thinks  "students  recognize 
the  value  of  having  a  women's  center 
on  campus."  She  also  notes  the  cen- 
ter has  not  requested  any  funding 
increases  from  the  undergraduate 
student  body  since  the  center's  in- 
ception in  1986. 

Voting  will  take  place  on  ROSl 
www.rosi.utoronto.ca  Oct.  8-10, 
2003.  On  Oct.  8  and  9,  voting  hours 
are  6  a.m.  to  11:30  p.m.;  on  Oct.  10, 
the  voting  hours  are  6  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
Results  will  be  announced  on  Oct.  10 
at  7  p.m.  Students  who  have  trouble 
voting  on  ROSI  can  obtain  ballots  in 
the  SAC  office  from  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  on 
voting  days. 


Don't  believe  the  hype  says 
Muslim  media  expert 


byTAHAGHAYYUR 


In  their  endeavour  to  develop  a 
strong  Muslim  community  in 
North  America,  Muslims  long  un- 
derestimated the  power  of  media 
in  shaping  the  public  opinion,  says 
public  relations  professor  and 
media  ethicist.  Dr.  AhamduUah 
Siddiqi. 

Dr.  Siddiqi,  a  professor  at  West- 
ern Illinois  University,  shared  his 
expertise  with  Muslim  students 
during  a  day  long  seminar  at  UTM, 
entitled  "Mass  Communication: 
History,  Theory  and  Practice," 
organized  by  the  Understanding 
Islamic  Academy  on  Oct.  4,  2003. 

"Perhaps  the  best  and  basic 


definition  of  communication  that 
1  found  is  by  a  scholar  Harold 
Lasswell:  Who  says  what  to  whom  in 
which  channel  and  with  what  effect?  " 
recalled  Siddiqui. 

While  elaborating  on  the  nature 
and  evolution  of  mass  communi- 
cation, he  offered  a  critical  look 
at  its  effects  on  the  economic, 
political,  and  social  trends  in 
North  America. 

"The  sole  purpose  of  the  con- 
temporary media  is  to  sell.  News  is 
sold  to  the  people,  and  people  are 
sold  to  the  ads,"  Dr.  Siddiqi  told  the 
audience. 

After  analyzing  the  theories 
behind  mass  communication, 
one  shouldn't  be  surprised  by  the 


perceived  lack  of  objectivity  in  the 
media's  coverage  of  Islam  today. 

"News  is  often  manufactured 
and  events  are  dramatized,"  Dr. 
Siddiqi  claims. 

"As  long  as  the  story  is  hot 
enough  to  make  headlines,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  news  reporters  today 
would  not  have  any  qualms  about 
reporting  a  story  without  first 
verifying  the  source,"  Dr.  Siddiqi 
asserted,  based  on  his  interactions 
with  the  media. 

Being  a  life  member  of  the  In- 
ternational Association  for  Media 
and  Communication  Research 
(lAMCR),  Dr.  Siddiqi  has  presented 

See  MEDIA  on  page  4 


the  2004  Awards  of 

:  ,) 

UNMVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Applications  are  now  being  accepted  for  the: 


ADEL  S.  SEDRA 

DimNGUISHEDGRADUm  AWARD 

A  prize  of  up  to  $25,000  is  av^arded  to  a  graduate  student  who  demonstrates 
outstanding  acadennic  achievement  and  extra-curricular  leadership. 

Students  must  be  registered  and  in  good  standing  in  the  second  or  thirxd  year  of  a 
doctoral  program  at  the  University  of  Toronto. 


Application  Deadline:  Monday,  December  1,  2003,5  p.m. 


ELECTIONS 

HART  HOUSE  SOCIAL  JUSTICE 
STANDING  COMMITTEE  EXECUTIVE 
VOTING: 


Tues.  Oct.  14  &  Wed.  Oct.  15 

7:30  am  to  11:30  pm 

Hall  Porters  Desk,  Hart  House 


(UTSC:  Student  Affairs/UTM:  Info.  Booth.  10a-2pm) 
Please  bring  your  student  card  to  vote! 
You  may  vote  for  up  to  11  candidates. 
Nominees  for  the  11  person  committee  (alpha  order): 

Raza  Naq\a,  TRIN  II 
Kri.s  Orantes,  S.MC  II 


For  further  information  or  application  forms,  please  contact 
the  Division  of  University  Advancement,].  Robert  S.  Prichard  Alumni  House, 
21  King's  College  Circle,  3rd  Floor. Tel:  (416)  978-6536  or  e-mail  linda,weils@utoronto.ca 
Information  and  application  forms  are  also  available  at  www.alumni.utoronto.ca 


UTAA 


Janet  Chow,  TRIN  I 
Serena  D'Souza,  UC  I 
Scott  Graham,  OISE  II 
Monika  Kastelic,  INN  II 
Sarah  Kim,  TRIN  I 
Valery  Kisilev.sk)',  INN  I 
Bowah  Leung,  NEW  IV 
Noor  Malas,  UC  I 
Vivian  Yau,  SMC  I 

This  is  your  house.  Get  in  here  and  vote! 

wwvv.harthouse.utoronto.ca    4 1 6-978-2452 


Maria  Restivo,  VIC  I 
Sole  Rouco,  UTM  III 
Jasdeep  Saluja,  TRIN  II 
Steven  ToiTesan,  WDWI 
James  Wardlaw.  WDW  I 
Monica  Yeun<z.  NEW  I 


Hart  House 


new$@thevarsity.ca 
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U  of  T  cops  speak  softly,  now  carry  big  sticks 


by  NAOMI  FANCE 
VARSITY  STAFF 


When  we  feel  in  danger  at  U  of  T  we 
can  be  assured  that  our  own  cam- 
pus police  force  is  there  to  help  us, 
but  what  happens  when  they  are 
themselves  threatened?  Attacks 
on  the  special  constables  of  U  of  T 
have  shown  a  marked  increase  this 
year  and  as  a  result  there  will  be 
new  allowances  for  them  to  better 
arm  themselves  in  the  near  future. 
Batons  have  been  approved  for  use 
and  we  may  see  police  carrying 
them  by  February  according  to 
Staff  Sergeant  of  Operations  Sam 
D'Angelo. 

It  has  not  been  students,  but 
non-U  of  T  community  members 
that  have  been  responsible  for  the 
attacks.  The  four  attacks  that  have 


occurred  this  year  are  not  serious 
in  terms  of  injury-they  amount  to 
"bumps  and  bruises  for  the  most 
part,"  but  D'Angelo  considers  any 
conflicts  that  become  physical  to 
be  serious. 

Currently  the  police  use  verbal 
de-escalation  techniques  to  deal 
with  conflicts  but  now  feel  that  it 
is  not  enough.  "Normally  people 
don't  fight  back,  but  when  they 
do  it's  different,"  said  D'Angelo. 
The  incidence  of  violence  towards 
police  is  on  the  rise  in  general  and 
D'Angelo  sees  the  rate  of  campus 
police  attacks  as  part  of  this  big- 
ger problem.  He  attributes  the  at- 
tacks to  socio-economic  problems, 
frustration,  displaced  anger  and 
often  mental  illness,  added  to  the 
tendency  for  many  people  to  view 
the  campus  as  public  space. 


D'Angelo  stresses  that  the  new 
baton  allowance  will  be  accom- 
panied by  extensive  training  and 
safeguards.  Written  and  practical 
tests  must  be  passed  by  the  police 
in  order  for  them  to  receive  their 
baton  certification,  and  if  they  pass 
they  will  receive  baton  instruction 
as  part  of  their  use  of  force  train- 
ing. D'Angelo  also  made  clear  that 
baton  use  will  also  be  reserved  for 
only  very  particular  circumstanc- 
es: "In  our  environment  the  baton 
is  a  nice  tool  to  have  but  it  should 
not  be  used  unless  one  is  cornered. 
Our  people  must  still  use  verbal 
intervention.  The  baton  also  takes 
a  lot  of  room  and  cannot  be  used  in 
close  quarters." 

In  the  same  category  along 
with  batons  on  the  police's  scale 
of  force  is  pepper  spray.  This  is 


not  an  option  that  the  university 
has  endorsed  however.  D'Angelo 
agrees.  Among  the  problems  with 
pepper  spray  is  that  some  people 
do  not  actually  react  to  it.  "They 
may  simply  lick  there  lips  and  not 
be  affected,"  explained  D'Angelo. 
More  serious  perhaps  are  those 
with  heart  problems  or  asthma 
who  would  have  an  adverse  reac- 
tion. D'Angelo  expanded  upon  this: 
"It  blocks  your  breathing,  you're 
blinded... it  could  be  quite  unpleas- 
ant." Along  with  the  risk  of  class- 
room contamination  these  reasons 
were  considered  to  be  grounds  for 
the  dismissal  for  any  suggestion  of 
the  use  of  pepper  spray.  Besides, 
D'Angelo  believes  that  batons  will 
allow  police  to  "defend  themselves 
quite  adequately." 
Although  the  new  measures  be- 


ing taken  by  the  campus  police 
may  seem  to  indicate  the  reaction 
to  a  more  dangerous  environment, 
D'Angelo  does  not  believe  this  is  so. 
He  says  that  the  "physical  contacts 
remain  very  low."  The  special  case 
of  U  of  T  in  relation  to  some  other 
universities,  as  D'Angelo  sees  it,  is 
that  it  is  an  open  campus  within 
a  city  and  therefore  has  many 
non-community  members  passing 
through  and  sometimes  causing 
trouble. 

D'Angelo  praises  the  relationship 
between  the  police  and  U  of  T  stu- 
dents, saying  students  are  seldom 
the  cause  of  problems  on  campus. 
D'Angelo  reveals  that  "there  have 
been  some  altercations  with  stu- 
dents but  it's  been  so  rare  that  you 
have  a  better  chance  of  winning  the 
lottery." 


UTSC  journalists  meet  the  professionals 


byDAYNABOYER 


A  panel  of  broadcast  journalists 
from  across  Canada  came  to 
UTSC  on  Wednesday  to  give  an 
in-depth  and  highly  informative 
seminar  on  their  chosen  profes- 
sion, specifically  for  UTSC's  new 
journalism  students.  About  20 
anxious  soon-to-be-journalists 
showed  up  for  the  chance  to  ask 
questions  and  make  important 
contacts  with  successful  people 


"in  the  business." 

The  speakers  included  Margo 
Harper,  a  three-time  winner  of 
the  Jack  Webster  award,  and  the 
assignment  editor  at  the  CTV  af- 
filiate in  Vancouver  VTV,  David 
Onley,  an  alumni  of  UTSC,  an 
anchor  on  CP24,  and  a  science 
and  technology  specialist  at  City- 
Pulse,  and  Philip  Coulter,  a  pro- 
ducer and  documentary  creator 
for  CBC  Radio. 

All  three  encouraged  the  stu- 


dents to  build  an  extensive  port- 
folio and  network  like  crazy  to 
find  a  job  after  graduation.  Coul- 
ter noted  that  "there  is  no  one 
way  for  getting  into  the  media, 
which  translates  to,  there  is  every 
waf.  In  fact,  it  was  advised  that 
journalists  do  not  necessarily 
have  to  have  a  journalism  degree. 
For  instance,  David  Onley  was  a 
political  science  major  at  UTSC 
(because  at  that  time  there  was 
no  journalism  program).  Above 


all,  they  persuaded  journalism 
students  to  stay  in  Canada,  where 
good  reporting  doesn't  necessar- 
ily pay  well,  but  it  is  imperative  in 
keeping  our  media  in  top  shape. 

Some  of  the  tips  to  becoming 
a  good  journalist  and  writing 
articles  well,  included  asking  the 
"who  cares"  question.  "You're 
the  one  who  has  to  make  some- 
one care,"  Coulter  noted.  Harper 
recommended  that  when  writing 
a  piece,  you  should  "try  to  talk 


to  the  'insignificant"  people  for 
good  sources  of  information," 
insignificant  meaning,  not  es- 
sential players  in  the  event  being 
covered. 

Assuming  that  most  journalists 
will  have  a  portfolio  upon  gradu- 
ation and  a  related  internship, 
another  way  of  getting  noticed 
by  potential  employers  is  "to 
get  journalistic  experience  off- 
campus  and  to  network"  Harper 
said.  Also,  since  the  majority  of 
people  in  this  field  know  each 
other,  by  extensive  networking 
a  past  employer  could  put  in  a 
good  word,  which  would  help 
struggling  journalists  get  the 
break  they  need. 


The  Centre  of  Criminology,  The  Faculty  of  Law  and 

Woodsworth  College;  University  of  Toronto 

present: 


The  8TH  ANNUAL 

JOHN  LiJ.  EDWARDS  Memorial  Lecture 


Criminal  Justice 
in  Canada 
Revisited 


Martin  L*  Friedland 

Professor  of  Law 
University  Professor  Emeritus 
University  of  Toronto 

Wednesday 
October  22,  2003 

at  4:30  p.m. 

;ClaucleT.  Bissell  Building 
[  140  St.  George  Street,  Room  205 


tkk^    ALL  ARE  WELCOME 


?VARSITY 

Presents 


The  Future  of  Toronto 


Where: 

Hart  House,  Debates  Room, 
7  Hart  House  Circle 

When: 

Thursday,  October  i6,  2003,  3pm-5pm 

What: 

Toronto  Mayoralty  Debate 

Who: 

Barbara  Hall 
Tomjakobek 
David  Miller 
John  Nunziata 
John  Tory 


Co-sponsored  by  Hart  House,  the  Students'  Administrative 
Council,  and  the  Graduate  Students'  Union 
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the  2004  Awards  of 

EXCELLENCE 


UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Nominations  are  now  being  accepted  for  the: 


NORTHROP  FRYE  AWARDS 

The  University  of  Toronto  Aiumni  Association  is  pleased  once  again  to  join  the  Provost  in 
sponsoring  the  Northrop  Frye  Av^/ards. 

One  individual  prize  ($2,000)  will  be  awarded  to  a  faculty  member  who  demonstrates 
innovative  and  exemplary  ways  of  linking  teaching  and  research. 

One  divisional  prize  ($6,000)  will  be  awarded  to  a  faculty,  college,  school  or  department  for 
extraordinary  curriculum  innovation  aimed  at  strengthening  the  link  between  teaching  and  research. 


Nomination  Deadline:  Monday,  December  1 , 2003, 5  p.m. 


For  further  information  or  nomination  forms,  please  contact 
the  Division  of  University  Advancement,].  Robert  S.  Prichard  Alumni  House, 
21  King's  College  Circle,  3rd  Floor. Tel:  (416)  978-6536  or  e-mail  linda.wells@utoronto.ca 
Information  and  nomination  forms  are  also  available  at  www.alumni.utoronto.ca 


UTAA 


the  2004  Awards  of 

EXCELLENCE  I 


UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Applications  are  now  being  accepted  for  the: 


John  H.  Moss  Scholarship 

A  prize  of  up  to  $1 6,650  is  awarded  to  a  graduating  University  of  Toronto 
Arts  &  Science  student  who  demonstrates  outstanding  academic 
achievement  and  extra-curricular  leadership. 


Application  Deadline:  Monday,  December  1, 2003, 5  p.m. 


For  further  information  or  application  forms,  please  contact 


the  Division  of  University  Advancement,].  Robert  S.  Prichard  Alumni  House, 
21  King's  College  Circle,  3rd  FloorTel:  (416)  978-6536  or  e-mail  linda.wells@utoronto.ca 
Information  and  application  forms  are  also  available  at  wvw.alumni.utoronto.ca 


the  2004  Awards  of 

EXCELLENCE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


The  University  of  Toronto  Alumni  Association  invites  nominations  for  the: 


Faculty  Award:  $  1 ,000 

For  excellence  in  teaching,  research  and 
professional  endeavours. 

Joan  E.  Foley  Quauty  of  Student 
Experience  Award:  $  1 ,000 

For  a  student,  alunnnus/a,  adnninistrative  staff 
or  faculty  nnennber  who  has  nnade  a 
significant  contribution  to  innproving  the 
quality  of  academic  or  extra-curricular 
student  life  on  campus. 


Chancellor's  Award:  $  1 ,000 

For  outstanding  contributions  by  an 
administrative  staff  member 

LUDWIK  AND  EsTELLE  JuS  MEMORIAL 

Human  Rights  Prize:  $1,500 

A  prize  recognizing  positive  and  lasting 
contributions  to  education  and  action  in  the 
fight  against  discrimination.  Faculty,  staff  and 
students  may  be  nominated  for  this  av^ard. 


Nomination  Deadline:  MondaV,  December  1,2003,5  p.m. 


For  further  information  or  nomination  forms,  please  contact 
the  Division  of  University  Advancement,  J.  Robert  S.  Prichard  Alumni  House, 
21  Kings  College  Circle,  3rd  FloorTel:  (416)  978-6536  or  e-mail  linda.wells@utoronto.ca     ^  T  A  A 
Information  and  nomination  forms  are  also  available  at  www.alumni.utoronto.ca 


UC  gets  first  new 
rez  in  50  years 


bvBIANCAFILOTEO 


Morrison  Hall  will  become  the  first 
new  residence  for  University  College 
in  the  past  50  years  thanks  to  a  $6 
million  donation  from  a  couple  of 
alumni. 

Named  after  U  of  T  graduates  Rus- 
sell and  Katherine  Morrison,  ground- 
breaking for  the  project  took  place 
last  Wednesday. 

"The  importance  of  building  Morri- 
son Hall  cannot  be  overemphasized. 
This  is  the  most  ambitious  and  excit- 
ing project  that  UC  has  undertaken 
since  it  was  rebuilt  in  1890-92  after  it 
was  destroyed  by  fire,"  says  UC  Prin- 
cipal Paul  Perron.  "Morrison  Hall  will 
accommodate  270  students  and  pro- 
vide them  with  the  means  to  create  a 
community  where  they  can  establish 
lifelong  friendships  and  deepen  their 
academic  pursuits,"  he  added. 

With  a  tentative  opening  date 
scheduled  for  January  2005 — with 
the  certainty  of  being  ready  for  the 
September  2005  academic  year — 
Morrison  Hall  will  be  able  to  provide 
housing  for  270  undergraduate  stu- 
dents. As  of  right  now.  University 
College  houses  the  lowest  percent- 
age of  students  in  comparison  to  U  of 
T's  other  colleges.  While  others  such 
as  St.  Mike's,  Trinity,  and  Victoria 
have  20-40  per  cent  of  its  students  in 
residence,  only  a  limited  10  per  cent 
of  UC  students  are  being  accommo- 
dated for  on-campus  housing. 

After  careful  planning,  Morrison 
Hall,  designed  by  Zeidler  Partnership 
Architects,  is  to  be  built  between 
University  College's  two  other 
residences:  Whitney  Hall  and  Sir 
Daniel  Wilson.  Running  east  to  west 
between  St.  George  Street  and  the 
back  campus  will  be  a  three-storey 
podium,  along  with  a  13-storey  tower 
attached  to  its  west  end^  Students 


will  be  housed  in  a  dormitory-style 
residence  with  single  rooms.  With 
curiosity  of  what  is  to  become  of  the 
kitchen  and  the  Howard  Ferguson 
Dining  Hall,  the  decision  has  been 
made  to  demolish  the  kitchen  and 
to  replace  it  with  a  more  functional 
and  contemporary  design.  While  the 
kitchen  will  go  through  renovations, 
the  Howard  Ferguson  Dining  Hall  will 
remain. 

Overall,  the  cost  of  Morrison  Hall 
is  approximately  $24-25  million.  Ac- 
cording to  Alec  Kaminsky,  the  Senior 
Development  Officer  of  University 
College,  the  college  did  not  receive 
any  funding  from  the  government. 
Therefore,  the  residence  project  was 
completely  dependent  on  private 
fundraising,  where  many  U  of  T  alum- 
ni and  graduates  such  as  Russell  and 
Katherine  Morrison  were  more  than 
happy  to  be  of  support. 

When  asked  to  give  a  statement 
about  their  charitable  donation  of 
$6  million,  the  Morrisons  stated:  "We 
see  this  project  as  an  opportunity  to 
invest  in  students  as  they  strive  to 
develop  their  talents  for  educated 
and  productive  living."  In  fact,  the 
couple  is  very  involved  with  U  of  T 
as  financial  supporters.  Besides  Mor- 
rison Hall,  the  couple  also  brought 
forth  the  Morrison  Pavilion,  the  lat- 
est addition  to  the  Gerstein  Science 
Information  Centre.  The  addition  of 
the  Morrison  Pavilion  has  given  a 
new  study  environment  to  students 
through  doubling  the  study  space. 

Just  as  the  Morrison  Pavilion  con- 
tributed to  a  better  studying  environ- 
ment for  the  students,  Morrison  Hall 
will  have  the  same  result;  another 
new  setting  that  will  bring  students 
the  experiences  and  interaction  that 
will  help  them  develop  friendships 
and  achieve  their  academic  endea- 


Computer  rendering  of  the  future  Morrison  Hall. 
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his  academic  papers  in  more  than 
25  countries  around  the  world. 

Dr.  Siddiqi  is  a  physicist-turned- 
media  expert.  In  the  mid-70's, 
while  pursuing  his  Ph.D  in  physics 
in  India,  Siddiqi  took  a  dramatic 
turn  in  his  academic  career. 

He  realized  that  if  all  Muslims  do 
is  complain  about  the  negative  por- 
trayal of  Islam  in  the  media,  they 
will  not  be  able  to  get  anywhere 
as  far  as  their  voice  in  the  media 
is  concerned;  since  then  he  began 
pursuing  his  training  in  media. 

Dr.  Siddiqi  listed  three  compo- 
nents of  Islamic  media  ethics  that 
are  lacking  in  the  mainstream  me- 
dia: First,  Islamic  media  should  be 
based  on  the  concept  that  all  are 
created  by  One  God,  the  implica- 
tion of  which  is  that  no  human 
being  should  be  discriminated 
against;  second,  social  responsi- 


bility, involving  relaying  only  what 
is  objective  and  beneficial,  and  dis- 
couraging the  social  evils;  third, 
the  concept  of  one  nation  (Ummah) 
as  Muslims  upholding  the  cause  of 
peace  and  social  justice,  wherever 
possible. 

Responding  to  the  question  of 
whether  he  considers  Al-Jazeera 
to  be  a  good  alternate  Islamic 
news  source,  Dr.  Siddiqi  said,  "If 
Al-Jazeera  is  able  to  do  as  good  a 
job  as  the  Fox  News,  if  not  better, 
in  manipulating  the  news  accord- 
ing to  their  nationalistic  agenda, 
rooted  in  political  confrontation, 
then  certainly  it  is  an  'alternate' 
source  of  news. 

"However,  Al-Jazeera  certainly 
cannot  be  termed  an  'Islamic 
media',  simply  because  it  doesn't 
match  the  high  standards  of  ob- 
jectivity required  for  reporting 
according  to  the  Islamic  ethics," 
Siddiqi  continued. 
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Blair  must  answer  for 
Iraq  invasion:  Brit  activist 


byNUZHATKHURSHID 

Despite  its  failure  to  stop  the  war 
on  Iraq,  the  anti-war  movement 
is  still  alive  and  well,  said  Martin 
Smith,  a  British  activist  and  leading 
member  of  the  Socialist  Workers 
Party.  Addressing  a  small  room  full 
of  Socialist  enthusiasts  Tuesday 
evening,  Martin,  a  former  Labour 
Party  worker,  held  a  public  meeting 
entitled  "Blood,  Lies  and  Oil:  Blair's 
Britain  After  the  War." 

"The  [British]  government  is  in 
an  extreme  crisis,"  he  said,  "Tony 
Blair  is  a  dead  man  walking."  He 
cited  a  "mass  political  radicaliza- 
tion"  that  is  "unique  in  history"  for 
Blair's  nosedive  in  public  support. 

As  a  front-line  activist,  Smith 
detailed  the  effect  this  radical- 
ization  has  had  on  the  social 
mosaic  of  Britain.  Young  people, 
trade  unions,  government  workers. 
Christians  and  Muslims  alike  all 
mobilized  to  raise  one  phenomenal 
cry  which  has  had  a  deep  influence 
on  the  social  consciousness  of  the 
public. 


"The  Stop  the  War  Coalition 
brought  whole  different  tradi- 
tions together,"  he  said,  including 
anti-capitalists  and  Palestinian 
supporters.  "The  movement  has 
encompassed  every  corner  of  the 
globe,"  he  asserted. 

"Blair  will  not  be  able  to  get  away 
with  it  again,"  Smith  said,  "The  only 
way  he  could  go  to  war  in  the  first 
place  was  to  lie  about  weapons  of 
mass  destruction,  lie  about  every- 
thing." 

During  an  open  discussion,  the 
concern  about  selective  media 
reporting  was  raised.  "The  main- 
stream media  is  rtot  telling  us  the 
truth,"  commented  one  audience 
member  emphatically.  "Not  even 
CNN?"  said  another,  drawing  laugh- 
ter from  the  crowd. 

"Smith  was  amazing,"  said  Avi 
Khan,  a  U  of  T  graduate.  "It's  im- 
portant to  assure  people  that  just 
because  we  didn't  stop  the  Iraq  war 
doesn't  mean  we  were  a  waste."  He 
mentioned  the  Oct.  25  rallies  taking 
place  in  Toronto  and  Washington, 
predicting  they  will  be  massive. 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 

Anti-war  activist  Martin  Smith  rails  against  British  PM  Tony  Blair  on 
Tuesday. 
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resolve  questions  over  the  validity  of 
the  charges.  "We'll  certainly  look  into 
any  allegations  and  if  proven  we  en- 
force our  policies,"  said  Zouravlioff. 

Asbestos,  a  fibrous  material  once 
used  as  an  insulator,  is  carcinogenic. 
Its  fine  airborne  particles  require 
special  training  when  removed, 
sometimes  needing  full  ventilators 
and  special  plastic  garments.  Dozens 
of  university  buildings  are  slated  for 
asbestos  abatement. 

The  university  is  in  the  process  of 
implementing  newer,  more  rigorous 
abatement  standards.  The  Asbestos 
Control  Program,  published  in  June, 
require  workers  to  "have  received 
appropriate  training  and  education" 


and  that  "general  contractors  and 
subcontractors  follow  the  appropri- 
ate procedures."  Impact  Services  has 
not  yet  undergone  scrutiny  under  the 
stronger  guidelines. 

"We  haven't  done  rigorous  [in- 
spection] of  Impact  Services,"  said 
Zouravlioff. 

The  university  awards  construc- 
tion projects  through  a  competitive 
bid  process.  General  contractors  are 
invited  to  offer  their  best  bid,  and  are 
required  to  list  the  sub-contractors 
to  be  used.  Critics  say  this  competi- 
tive process  is  forcing  contractors 
to  cut  corners  in  order  to  meet 
budgets. 

"Those  aren't  rumours,"  said  one 
U  of  T  tradesperson,  who  declined  to 
give  his  name.  "It's  becoming  more 


and  more  common." 

"Because  of  dollars... people  at 
the  top  will  make  decisions  to  cut 
corners  without  considering  the  risk 
they're  taking  with  those  around 
them,"  said  Gerry  Varricchio,  an  in- 
ternational union  rep. 

Local  506  claim  Impact  is  in  viola- 
tion of  fair-wage  policy.  If  true,  the 
university  would  have  to  reassess 
their  relationship  with  general 
contractors  who  use  Impact,  since 
all  government-funded  projects 
are  subject  to  provincial  fair-wage 
guidelines. 

Impact  Services  once  began  as  a 
union  trade  service,  but  de-credited 
soon  after  that.  A  previous  attempt 
to  unionize  Impact  in  1997  was  un- 
successful. 
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Students  could  get  squeezed  in 
funding  crunch 


LETTERS 


Voter  outrage 


A  while  back,  U  of  T  decided  to  take 
a  gamble.  With  stagnant  government 
funding  increasingly  unable  to  finance 
the  university's  dreams  of  interna- 
tional greatness,  it  decided  to  pursue 
those  goals  anyway. 

But  such  dreams  are  expensive,  and 
with  no  extra  government  money  on 
the  horizon,  U  of  T  chose  to  take  some 
risks  in  order  to  fund  them. 

One  such  move  was  to  take  on 
riskier  investments  in  the  hopes  of  get- 
ting better  returns.  As  a  result,  their 
investments  tanked,  losing  a  few  per 
cent  of  their  value,  while  the  markets 
rose  overall. 

The  second  risk  they  took  was  to 
bank  on  future  revenue  increases  to 
fund  today's  high-priced  projects. 
They  put  off  several  hundred  million 
dollars  worth  of  maintenance.  Without 
enough  money  to  finance  construction 
projects,  they  went  ahead  with  them 
anyway,  borrowing  $200  million  dol- 
lars to  do  so.  But  expenses  deferred 
and  money  borrowed  can't  be  put  off 
forever.  That  money  eventually  has 
to  be  paid.  The  university  banked  on 
getting  more  revenue  in  the  future  to 
make  up  for  it. 

One  might  have  thought  the  Liberal 
win  in  the  provincial  elections  would 
provide  the  answer  to  this  funding 
problem.  It  seems  that's  not  the  case. 

The  Liberals  promised  to  freeze 
tuition  for  two  years.  They  seem  intent 
on  following  through  with  that.  But  U  of 
T  had  banked  on  raising  tuition  at  least 
a  few  per  cent  in  order  to  shore  up  its 
revenues.  So  either  the  Liberals  have 
to  cancel  the  tuition  freeze,  or  pony  up 
an  extra  $160  million  per  year  for  U  of 
T  alone.  And  it  looks  like  the  province 


by  NIGHTCRAWLER  

Walking  into  a  7-11  in  the  wee  hours 
of  the  twilight  is  a  shocking  event,  no 
matter  how  many  times  you  do  it. 

But  for  those  who  walk  by  night, 
the  din  of  flourescent  light  is  like  sun- 
shine for  insomniacs,  a  reading  light 
for  vampires. 

By  the  time  the  bars  get  out  on 
any  given  night,  the  search  for  food 
is  less  about  sustenance  and  more 
about  ammunition — take  what  you 
can  get,  because  they  already  know 
your  face  at  Amato's,  and  the  stack 
of  pizza  bags  and  empty  pop  cans 
far  outweighs  anything  else  in  your 
garbage  can.  With  the  exception  of 
jaunting  down  Spadina  for  satay  beef 
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won't  have  the  money  to  do  so. 

Even  if  the  Liberals  find  a  bit  of 
extra  money  for  the  university,  U  of  T 
is  going  to  be  in  the  red  for  at  least  a 
couple  more  years.  That's  even  with- 
out taking  into  account  the  deferred 
maintenance. 

So  there's  going  to  be  a  funding  gap, 
and  the  question  is:  who's  going  to 
pay?  Where's  the  extra  money  going 
to  come  from? 

Recent  history  suggests  students 
should  be  concerned.  As  per-capita 


on  rice  or  a  pot  of  "cold  tea"  for  those 
who  know  the  restaurant's  owner, 
7-11  is  the  great  equalizer;  both 
the  soup  kitchens  and  the  Yorkville 
bistros  stopped  serving  a  long  time 
ago,  and  lord  knows  you  don't  have 
groceries  at  home. 

Whether  it's  the  quick  fix  of  a  Big 
Bite  hot  dog  (I  believe  Kierkegaard 
called  it  the  leap  of  faith}  or  brand 
new  tacquitos  of  varying — and  often 
random — flavours,  the  two  bucks 
spent  will  give  you  just  enough 
warmth  in  the  tummy  to  breach  the 
cold  trek  home. 

If  anything  eclipses  the  24-hour 
convenience  store,  it's  the  24-hour 
grocery  store,  also  rapidly  becoming 
a  downtown  staple. 


provincial  funding  declined  over  the 
past  five  years,  U  of  T  made  up  for  it  by 
charging  higher  tuition  fees  and  gam- 
bling on  the  stock  market.  But  because 
of  its  recent  investment  problems,  U  of 
T  has  now  adopted  a  new  policy  that 
restricts  its  asset  managers  to  more 
secure,  lower-yield  investments.  That 
leaves  tuition  increases  or  budget  cuts 
as  the  only  way  to  fill  the  gap. 

As  well,  in  U  of  T's  drive  for  inter- 
national greatness,  the  quality  of 
undergraduate  education  seems  to 
be  an  afterthought.  University  officials 
keep  careful  track  of  the  number  of 
research  prizes  awarded  to  U  of  T 


7-11  is  the  great 
equalizer;  both  the 
soup  kitchens  and 
the  Yorkville  bistros 
stopped  serving  a  long 
time  ago,  and  lord 
knows  you  don't  have 
groceries  at  home. 


The  fact  that  24-hour  grocery 
stores  have  security  guards  posted 
at  the  front  seems  to  be  less  about 
preventing  shoplifiting  and  more 
about  reminding  you  that  you're 
buying  milk  and  Fritos  in  the  middle 


DAN  PHELPS 

profs  and  of  graduate  student  satis- 
faction. But  until  now,  they  haven't 
even  bothered  to  track  undergraduate 
satisfaction. 

If  push  comes  to  shove — and  it 
looks  like  it  will — it  seems  unlikely 
that  U  of  T  will  scale  back  its  research 
goals.  And  that  leaves  squeezing 
undergraduates,  either  through  in- 
creased tuition  or  reduced  service,  as 
a  likely  way  out. 

The  next  few  months  will  be  deci- 
sive. As  students,  we  should  be  on  our 
guard  to  make  sure  we  don't  become 
a  speed  bump  on  the  road  to  interna- 
tional competitiveness. 


of  the  night  on  a  week  day,  and  that 
this  is  not  how  a  normal  member  of 
society  functions.  Cascading  under 
more  unnatural  lighting,  the  carefully 
designed  packages  lining  the  shelves 
never  look  better,  making  selection 
even  more  difficult.  I  read  an  article 
a  while  ago  about  a  Soviet-era  agri- 
culture minister  touring  Ontario  with 
his  Cold  War  Canadian  counterpart, 
and  the  man  practically  did  an  ideo- 
logical 180  after  visiting  a  Loblaw's. 
Not  only  were  the  products  fresh 
and  plentiful,  but  there  was  choice 
of  brand,  something  unseen  back 
on  home  turf.  Never  has  there  been 
a  better  example  of  capitalism's  un- 
nerving schizophrenia  than  through 
the  supermarket — there's  30  differ- 
ent kinds  of  cereal  on  the  racks,  and 
there  are  still  people  who  can't  afford 
any  of  them.  Nonetheless,  it's  better 
than  no  choice  at  all,  so  until  the  shit 
goes  down,  I'll  take  my  chances  at  the 
Dominion. 


Re:  Rtdtng  confusion  gives 
first-time  voters  a  lesson  in 
bureacracy,  Oct.  6 

1  was  disgusted  when  1  read  the 
article  "Riding  confusion  gives 
first-time  voters  a  lesson  in 
bureaucracy"  in  today's  Varsity. 
The  fundamental  issue  in  where 
someone  votes  is  where  the 
voter  considers  to  be  his  or  her 
home.  To  claim  "The  place  where 
your  family  lives  is  your  perma- 
nent residence  until  you  move 
elsewhere  with  the  intention  of 
making  that  change  permanent" 
is  simply  ridiculous.  The  only 
"permanent  change"  of  address 
1  ever  intend  to  make  is  when  1 
am  buried  deep  in  the  cold,  cold 
ground.  Until  then,  I  have  the 
intent  to  bounce  to  several  dif- 
ferent addresses  around  Toronto 
and  (hopefully!)  elsewhere.  Does 
this  mean  1  am  never  allowed  to 
vote? 

The  riding  officers  who  refused 
to  allow  students  to  vote  were 
no-doubt  singling  out  those  stu- 
dents who  live  in  residence.  1  was 
allowed  to  vote,  despite  being  a 
student,  because  1  am  able  to  af- 
ford to  live  off-campus,  and  thus 
have  a  "permanent"  address. 
Even  though  my  driver's  license 
and  passport,  used  for  ID,  both 
bear  the  address  of  my  family's 
old  home,  my  lease  of  a  non-gov- 
ernment assisted  dwelling  was 
taken  to  be  proof  of  a  permanent 
change  of  address.  Truly,  what 
we  have  here  is  discrimination 
based  on  socio-economic  status. 
Those  students  with  fewer  re- 
sources were  not  allowed  to  vote 
in  an  election  where  the  party  in 
power  draws  its  greatest  sup- 
port from  among  people  with  the 
greater  of  resources. 

Your  article  has  uncovered  the 
foul  stench  of  election  tampering, 
my  friends.  It's  time  to  call  for  a 
criminal  investigation. 

Daniel  Wigdor 
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To  hell  with  macho 

Hopeless  romantic  happy  to  be  hopeless 


byANDYCANIVET 

VARSITY  STAFF 


In  an  era  of  one-night-stands  and 
flexible  sexuality,  it's  quite  uncool 
to  find  yourself  acting  in  ways  your 
grandparents  would  approve  of — 
and  it's  always  been  uncool,  even 
in  granddad's  age,  for  a  guy  to  turn 
down  any  chance  for  non-committal 
sex  that  came  his  way. 

I've  always  been  a  hopeless  ro- 
mantic; the  proverbial  "nice  guy" 
who  wants  nothing  more  than  a 
meaningful,  committed  relationship 
with  somebody  cool.  But  these  days, 
such  an  attitude  is  viewed  as  unreal- 
istic, even  cheesy.  1  nearly  came  to 
agree.  Two  years  ago,  when  I  truly 
fell  in  love  for  the  first  time  in  my  life, 
it  was  with  somebody  who  couldn't 
return  my  feelings  (she  was  already 
involved).  In  my  anguish,  I  turned 
away  from  love.  I  waffled,  wanting 
connection  but  wondering  if  it's  bet- 
ter to  just  "have  fun"  with  no  strings, 
and  no  risk  of  pain. 

Yet,  contrary  to  what  my  male 
friends,  and  my  genitals,  would  have 
had  me  do,  my  romantic  nature  has 
won  out  every  time.  I  don't  know  if 
it's  any  different  for  gay  men,  but  a 
het-guy  turning  down  free  sex  griev- 
ously violates  the  sacred  code  of  the 
macho — a  man  literally  puts  his  tes- 
ticles on  the  line.  But  that's  exactly 
what  I  found  myself  doing.  Last  week, 
in  a  chain  of  irony,  1  turned  down  my 
two  best  opportunities  in  months, 
and  was  reminded  of  what  1  really 
want. 

It  started  with  me  feeling  sorry 
for   myself — heartbroken  because 


I  want  something  I  seem  unable  to 
have.  1  chanced  upon  an  old  friend 
and  we  ended  up  drunk  at  her  apart- 
ment. Her  boyfriend  was  out  of  town. 
Maybe  1  was  drunk  or  just  full  of  my- 
self, but  there  came  a  point,  rather 
unexpectedly,  when  it  seemed  clear 
that  she  wanted  to  do  much  more 
than  talk. 

I  don't  know  if  it's 
any  different  for  gay 
men,  but  a  het-guy 
turning  down  free  sex 
grievously  violates 
the  sacred  code  of  the 
macho... 

She's  my  friend  and  I  certainly  can- 
not judge  her,  but  despite  how  much 
1  would  enjoy  a  shameless  roll  in  the 
hay,  1  could  not  help  her  betray  a 
trust.  That's  not  how  1  want  to  get  my 
kicks.  I  made  my  excuses  and  left. 

Later  in  the  week,  1  bumped  into  a 
very  cute  girl  that  I'd  met  at  a  party 
a  while  back,  and  who  1  thought  I'd 
never  see  again.  We  hung  out,  and 
I'm  sure  if  I  were  the  charming  type 
I  could  have  made  a  play  and  maybe 
ended  the  evening  with  some  fool- 
ing around.  But  I  didn't  even  try.  I 
couldn't.  Nothing  she  said  had  any 
meaning  or  thought  attached  to  it. 
Despite  how  sweet  and  lovely  she 
was,  there  was  nothing  inside  I  could 
connect  with.  There  was  nothing  real 
about  her. 

Again,  1  made  my  excuses  and  left. 
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And  there  1  was — on  the  way  home, 
confused,  in  a  pizza  restaurant,  Pat 
Benatar's  "Love  is  a  Battlefield"  play- 
ing on  the  radio. 

1  wondered  if  I'm  a  fool,  only  to 
realize  that  I'd  be  an  even  bigger  fool 
to  put  my  desire  for  sex  ahead  of  my 
need  for  connection  and  compas- 
sion. My  grandparents  were  right. 

I  fell  in  love  with  life  this  week,  and 
now  I'm  holding  on  for  the  big  play. 
I  want  full-on  romance  and  nothing 
less.  1  want  fireworks  and  humour 
and  friendship  and  lust  and  I  want 
it  all  with  one  person.  I  want  a  girl 
who  lives  for  depth  and  meaning; 
someone  more  beautiful  than  pretty. 
I  want  someone  who'd  rather  think 
too  much  than  not  enough — some- 
one I'd  walk  past  a  million  buxom 
bombshells  just  to  gaze  upon. 

I  want  somebody  who  wants  me 
for  who  I  am,  not  what  I  do  or  what 
I  wear,  and  who  wants  me  for  more 
than  just  a  single  night.  I  want  the 
package  deal — even  if  it  means  I'm 
celibate  till  I'm  eighty,  and  even  if  I 
have  to  endure  a  thousand  heart- 
breaks to  find  one  true  connection. 
I  swear  by  heaven  and  earth  and 
all  in  between  that  I'll  risk  eternal 
loneliness  and  endless  damnation  if 
it  means  I  can  have  a  single  chance  at 
real  love.  I  have  no  fear  anymore. 

Does  this  make  me  a  loser? 
Maybe.  But  I'd  rather  be  a  romantic 
loser  than  a  successful  asshole — to 
hell  with  that.  I'm  looking  for  some- 
thing real. 


EVENTS  LISTING 


Celebrate  Gandhi's  birthday 

World  Literacy  of  Canada  celebrates 
Ghandi's  birthday  with  an  evening  of 
spoken  word,  poetry,  and  music.  Glad- 
stone Hotel,  1214  Queen  West,  Thurs 
Oct  9,  8  p.m.  Tickets  $30.  416-977-0008, 
www.worldlit.ca. 

Bob  Rae  and  Preston  Manning 
on  "The  Future  of  Canadian 
Democracy" 

Thursday,  October  9.  Victoria  College 
Chapel,  91  Charles  St.  W.,  7:30-9:00  p.m. 
Admission  free,  on  first-come,  first- 
served  basis. 

The  Spinning  Wheel  Film  Festival 

A  celebration  of  Sikh  filins.  October  17, 
18,  and  19,  at  the  ROM.  For  tickets  call 
416-536-8676  or  visit  www.spinningwheelf 
estival.com. 

Delusions:  Medical  and  Paranormal 

Robert  K.  Chapman  explores  the  con- 
nection between  mental  illness  and 
claims  of  extraordinary  phenomena  like 
UFOs.  ESP  and  ghosts.  Presented  by 
the  Ontario  Skeptics  Society  for  Critical 
Inquiry  and  the  U  of  T  Skeptics.  Fri  Oct 
10,  7  pm.  OlSE,  252  Bioor  St.  W,  Rm  4- 
414.  Free  admission.  All  welcome.  See  at 
www.skeptics.ca  or  call  416-916-2527. 

Acclaimed  war  correspondent 
cartoonist  Joe  Sacco 

Thurs  Oct  9,  7  pm  at  the  ROM.  Tickets 
$8  in  advance,  $10  at  door.  Call  416- 
533-9168. 

Free  events  listings  for  campus  organizations- 
Email:  editor@theuarsity.ca. 


Notice  of  Election: 
Varsity  Opinions 
Editor 

The  Varsity  will  elect  a 
new  Opinions  Editor  on 
October  14,  2003.  All  Varsi- 
ty staff  members  are  eligi- 
ble to  run  and  vote  in  the 
election.  If  you  have  made 
six  or  more  contributions 
between  May  1,  2002  and 
the  present  you  qualify  as 
Varsity  staff.  To  nominate 
yourself,  send  an  email 
to  ceo@thevarsity.ca 
and  editor@thevarsity.ca 
before  5  pm  on  Friday. 
October  10. 


Need  to  get  something 
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Workin' for  the  weekend 


A  look  at  the 
best  and  worst  ^ 
ways  the  youth 
are  making  \ 
the  loot. 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  Good 


Milka  Mili 

Position:  Executive  assistant  and 
designer  liaison  for  the  Fashion  De- 
sign Council  of  Canada 

What  do  you  do?  Milka  and  her 
fellow  employees  plan  the  annual 
Toronto  Fashion  Week  from  start 
to  finish.  "We  plan  the  entire  event, 
make  sure  the  designers  are  ready 
to  show." 

The  Perks:  "I  get  to  go  to  all  the 
parties,"  notes  Mili,  who  has  thrown 
down  with  the  likes  of  Vince  Carter, 
actor  Mekhi  Pfifer  and  designers 
Dan  and  Dean  Caten,  not  to  men- 
tion attending  parties  thrown  by 
Lenny  Kravitz  and  rap  mogul  Rus- 
sell Simmons.  Not  that  she's  fazed 
by  celebrity.  "You're  not  there  just 
because  [celebrities]  are  there. 
They  don't  really  care,"  notes  Mili, 
adding  "I  haven't  encountered  a  rude 
celebrity. 

Other  Perks:  Trips  to  Vancouver 
and  New  York  City  for  New  York 
Fashion  Week. 

Any  Drawbacks?  No  vacation. 
"It's  hard  to  leave  it,"  says  Mili,  who 
puts  in  long  hours.  But  hey,  when 
you're  partying  with  Vince  Carter, 
who  wouldn't  put  in  a  little  over- 
time? 

Christine  Nicolau 

Position:  Assistant  to  a  clinical 
dental  photographer  and  lecturer. 

HTia/^rfo  you?  Christine  helps  her 
boss  teach  dentists  how  to  use  digi- 
tal photography  and  software.  "It's 
kinda  cool.  Everyone  ends  up  loving 
you  at  the  end." 

The  Perks:  Amazing  trips.  Nico- 
lau has  gotten  free  rides  to  Hawaii, 
Australia  and  Nashville  for  dental 


Fashion  maven  Milka  Mili. 


conferences  and  seminars,  and  the 
next  year  will  hopefully  see  her  hit 
Sweden  and  Italy  as  well.  Not  to 
mention  the  free  dinners  provided 
on  the  dentists'  tabs  at  upscale  res- 
taurants. 

Other  Perks:  As  a  filmmaker  and 
animator,  Nicolau  also  gets  to  see 
the  hottest  new  camera  gear.  "We 
see  the  cameras  as  they  come  in," 
she  raves. 

Steve  Lambke 

Position:  Guitarist,  The  Constan- 
tines 

Whatdoyou  rfoPBesides  rock  To- 
ronto like  no  other?  "There's  banking 
to  do,"  notes  Lambke.  Also,  you  can't 
just  play  a  couple  of  chords  on  stage 
and  call  it  a  night.  The  band  has  to 
talk  to  promoters,  sell  merchandise, 
get  paid,  get  fed,  and  most  impor- 
tantly, "make  sure  your  van  works." 

The  Perks:  "People  are  often  real- 
ly kind  to  you  in  a  way  they  wouldn't 
be  otherwise,  if  you  just  drove  into 
town.  You  get  to  see  the  nice  side  of 
people." 

Other  Perks:  Mad  travel.  As  a 
touring  act,  the  Constantines  have 
gone  from  Newfoundland  to  Califor- 
nia. "The  club  we  played  in  San  Diego 
was  right  on  the  beach,  so  we  got  to 
swim  in  the  ocean.  And  there  was  a 
roller  coaster  behind  it." 

Drawbacks?  "Being  away  from 
home  can  be  a  drag. .  .and  being  poor 
all  the  time." 


The  Bad 


Max  Reid 

The  worst  job  I  ever  had  was  work- 
ing for  this  credit  card  telemarket- 
ing company.  We'd  sit  in  a  call 
center  in  Brampton  all  day,  calling 
up  poor  people  in  the  States  to  sell 
them  a  Visa  or  Mastercard.  1  was 
on  straight  commission,  $25  a  sale, 
though  I  rarely  made  a  dime.  But 
nobody  there  seemed  to  make  any 
money  either.  Cold  calling  people 


who  had  been  previously  rejected 
for  credit  cards  and  getting  them 
to  tell  you  their  bank  info  can  be  a 
tough  sell.  The  boss,  a  fat  recover- 
ing alcoholic  who  "been  in  sales 
his  whole  God  damn  life"  used  to 
give  me  and  the  ladies  (all  my  co- 
workers were  middle-aged  house- 
wives) pep  talks  that  were  very 
sub-standard  Glengarry  Glen  Ross 
sales  shtick.  One  day  he  called  all 
of  us  into  his  office  and  said  "Look. 
I  know  it's  tough  going  right  now, 
so  I  thought  I'd  cheer  you  all  up 
with  a  few  cartoons  I  like."  He  then 
proceeds  to  show  us  these  totally 


Steve  Lambke  rocks  out. 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 


smutty  comic  strips  of  stuff  like 
a  Bulldog  grabbing  his  own  huge 
erection  and  growling  "Here  Pussy, 
Pussy"  or  of  an  old  man  with  his 
testicles  hanging  out  of  his  shorts. 
Strangely,  all  the  women  laughed 
their  asses  off  at  the  comics.  I  had 
always  been  taught  that  if  your 
manager  calls  you  into  his  office  to 
show  you  pictures  of  cartoon  ani- 
mals' cum  shots  it's  sexual  harass- 
ment. Guess  not. 

Sometimes  we'd  be  on  the  phones 
and  he'd  run  into  the  office  with  hot 
new  leads  claiming  they  were  gold 
and  quickly  hand  them  out.  When 
we  would  get  a  sale,  we'd  have  to 
put  a  check  mark  on  the  board  next 
to  our  name,  ring  a  little  bell,  and 
he'd  give  us  a  high-five.  Once  he 
brought  in  this  woman  from  "head 
office"  who  was  meant  to  make  like 
500  bucks  a  shift,  and  was  going  to 
show  us  how  it  was  done.  She  was 
this  brown  chick  with  super  long 
fingernails  and  teased  hair  and 
loved  to  chew  gum.  She  made  a  ri- 
diculous amount  of  sales,  but  in  ret- 
rospect she  was  probably  just  talk- 
ing to  a  dial  tone.  See,  because  the 
next  time  1  went  to  work,  the  office 
was  shut  down  and  had  police  tape 
barring  entry.  A  police  letter  posted 
on  the  main  door  said  something 
about  investigation  for  fraud  and 
wanting  information  on  the  where- 
abouts of  my  boss.  Crappy  job,  but 
it  makes  for  a  good  story  I  guess. 
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Kyle  HoUingdrake 

Position:  Temp  at  a  kitty  litter 
factory,  nigtit  shift,  no  less 

"It  was  a  real  high  point  in  my 
life,"  deadpans  HoUingdrake. 
"You're  dead-lifting  these  bags 
from  knee-height. ..it  was  pretty 
fucking  miserable." 

If  anything,  at  least  the  experi- 
ence gave  Holingdrake  a  fascinat- 
ing look  into  the  world  of  kitty 
litter.  "There's  only  actually  five 
or  six  different  kinds:  Perfumed, 
non-perfumed,  clumping,  non- 
clumping,  perfumed  and  clump- 
ing...There's  hundreds  of  brands, 
but  it's  the  same  shit  in  every  bag." 
Working  in  a  constant  semi-toxic 
cloud  didn't  help  either.  "Every 
time  a  new  batch  came  through  a 
cloud  of  perfumed  clay  dust  would 
go  from  one  end  of  the  factory  to 
the  other.  It'll  give  you  a  blinding 
headache." 

But  job  security  had  to  be  good, 
right?  "The  entire  place  was  temps. 
Some  people  had  been  temps  for 
three  years,"  he  scowls. 

HoUingdrake,  now  a  tattoo  artist, 
does  at  least  credit  the  job  with 
one  thing:  "It  scared  me  straight. 
1  thought  I  knew  the  world  until 
that." 

Mark  McLean 

Position:  SARS  screener 
"There  was  a  lot  of  abuse,"  says 
McLean,  "people  were  pissed  off 
all  the  time."  Along  with  helping 
people  fill  out  questionnaires  and 
check  that  they  actually  had  to 
be  in  the  hospital,  McLean  also 
worked  the  visitor's  desk.  "Some- 
times [patients]  would  change 
rooms  and  you'd  have  to  track 
them  down." 
Naturally,  McLean  had  to  wear 


goggles  and  a  facemask,  and  even 
spent  time  sanitizing  people's 
hands  as  they  left.  "No  one  was 
very  receptive,"  he  notes. 

"I  had  to  get  up  at  five  in  the 
morning.  The  shifts  were  6:30  a.m. 
to  2  p.m.  or  2  p.m.  to  8  p.m.  Both 
shifts  were  kinda  sucky." 

Not  exactly  a  fulfilling 
experience,  then?  "It  was 
money.   That's   the  way  it  is." 


Tbe  Sketchy 
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University.  The  beginnings  of  in- 
dependence. That  period  in  your 
life  when  you  leave  the  nice,  cozy, 
comforts  of  home  to  venture  out 
into  the  "  real  world".  To  be  shaped 
and  trained  into  a  "  mature,  re- 
sponsible" adult. 

Naturally,  reality  decides  to 
burst  your  dream  bubble  and 
our  friend  panic  slowly  creeps  in. 
You  then  realize  that  in  order  to 
survive  though  the  school  year, 
you're  going  to  need  to  make  some 
money,  fast,  which  requires  you  to 
search  for  a  part-time  job. 

You've  spotted  an  ad  which 
promises  you  that  you  can  make 
a  lot  of  money  and  require  no  ex- 
perience. This  is  great.  Problem 
solved,  right? 

You  call  the  number  placed  in 
the  ad  and  the  person  on  the  other 
line  signs  you  up  for  an  interview/ 
training  session  at  the  company's 
head  office.  You  sit  through  a 
lecture  given  by  the  company's 
most  motivational  speaker,  only 
to  discover  that  in  order  to  make 
what  was  promised  in  the  ad,  you 
had  to  pay  "A"  and  complete  "B" 


to  get  "C,"  resulting  in  a  waste  of 
your  time. 

This  scenario  and  many  others 
occur  all  the  time.  We  are  "razzled, 
dazzled"  into  the  belief  that  you 
can  make  a  lot  of  money  at  one 
time  with  out  any  risks  involved; 
when  we  know  that  there  are  not 
always  any  guarantees. 

Therefore  in  order  to  avoid 
falling  into  the  promises  that  are 
presented  in  jobs  ads,  you  should 
make  you're  self  aware  of  ways  to 
avoid  such  traps.  Recently,  the 
Varsity  talked  to  Monica  Aggarwal 
of  the  Youth  Job  Action  Centre, 
who  shared  some  tips  on  how 
students  can  become  more  aware 
when  searching  though  job  ads. 

L  If  a  job  or  agency  requires 
you  to  pay  a  fee  for  administrative 
purposes,  that's  clear  indication 
that  something  isn't  right.  No 
agency  or  company  should  ask  for 
a  fee.  Agencies  are  organizations 
created  to  recruit  individuals  for 
specific  job  positions  that  their 
clients  require  in  order  to  fulfill 
the  clients'  needs. 

2.  Does  the  ad  give  you  any  de- 
tails or  only  a  vague  description 
about  the  type  of  work  or  skills 
required?  How  will  you  know  if 
you  have  the  vital  skills  for  the 
position  if  a  description  isn't  listed 
in  the  ad? 

3.  Be  cautious  if  an  ad  requests  a 
certain  gender  or  asks  for  personal 
information.  At  no  time  should  you 
give  out  your  personal  informa- 
tion such  as  your  social  insurance 
number.  This  violates  privacy  laws 
that  are  in  place. 

4.  Do  some  background  re- 
search to  find  out  more  about  the 
company,  no  matter  what  the  job 
is.  Knowing  about  the  company's 
history  can  help  ensure  you  that 
the  company  is  reprievable. 


5.  Finally,  find  out  more  about 
the  wage  structure.  Is  there  com- 
mission involved?  If  there  is  com- 
mission, is  the  wage  based  only  on 
commission?  Is  there  a  basic  wage 
rate?  Do  you  receive  vacation  pay? 
Etc. 

You  need  to  keep  in  mind  that 
you're  not  alone.  There  are  a  num- 
ber of  resources  offered  to  you  as 
a  student  to  aid  you  in  your  job 
search.  The  Campus  Career  Centre 
located  at  214  College  Street  offers 
a  number  of  workshops  and  servic- 
es to  assist  student  on  finding  part 
time  jobs  on  and  off  campus.  You 
can  go  in  person  or  visit  their  web 
site  at  www.careers.utoronto.ca. 


The  Internet  is  another  great 

resource.  Campus  Work  link  is 
an  internet-based  job  posting 
site  offered  on  Workopolis  Chttp: 
//campus.workopolis.com).  To 
find  out  more  information  Campus 
Work  link  and  to  obtain  a  list  of 
other  Internet  based  job  Web  sites 
ask  a  counselor  at  the  campus  ca- 
reer centre. 

Other  useful  tools  are  checking 
out  the  local  newspapers  or  local 
youth  employment  centres  such 
as  the  Youth  Job  Action  Centres 
(www.YouthJobActionCentre.org) 
or  the  YMCA  Youth  Employment 
Centre  www.vmcatoronto.org/ 
service). 
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"Trojan  Horse"  drug  may  treat  breast  cancer 


bvHAOWEISUN 


U  of  T's  Professor  Raymond  M. 
Reilly  has  developed  a  new  tech- 
nique that  has  proven  effective  in 
destroying  breast  cancer  cells  in 
mice.  This  method  may  be  able 
to  treat  breast  cancer  tumours  in 
humans  that  have  been  resistant 
to  chemotherapy. 

Dr.  Reilly's  research  is  based 
on  a  principle  discovered  in  1929. 
Electrons  emitted  by  the  decay  of 
radioactive  materials  can  kill  cells 
by  destroying  their  DNA.  "These 
electrons  are  highly  damaging  to 
a  cell's  DNA  only  once  they  are 
inside  the  cell — the  key  is  getting 
them  inside  the  cancer  cell,"  ex- 
plains Dr.  Reilly. 

To  do  this  Dr.  Reilly  and  his 
team  created  a  new  drug  that 
contains  the  radioactive  isotope 
lndium-111  hidden  inside  of  a 
peptide  (small  protein),  called 
epidermal  growth  factor  (EGF). 
EGF  normally  causes  cells  to  grow 
and  divide  rapidly.  Cancer  cells 
use  more  EGF  than  normal  cells 
as  they  multiply  very  quickly  in  a 
tumour.  These  peptides  therefore 
easily  get  inside  of  a  cancerous 
cell,  bringing  the  radioactive  ma- 
terial with  them.  After  engulfing 
the  peptide  packages,  the  cancer 
cell's  DNA  is  chopped  up  by  the 
radioactive  material  hidden  inside 
the  peptide.  "Like  the  legend  of 
the  Trojan  Horse,  in  which  invad- 
ing Greek  soldiers  hid  inside  a 
hollow  wooden  horse  to  fool  their 
enemies,  this  drug  enables  deadly 


radioisotopes  to  hide  within  [the 
peptide]  as  it  passes  naturally 
into  the  breast  cancer  cells,"  said 
Reilly. 

To  study  the  effects  of  their  new 
drug,  Dr.  Reilly's  research  team  in- 
jected human  breast  cancer  cells 
into  female  mice.  The  radioactive 
drug  slowed  down  the  growth 
of  large  breast  cancer  tumours, 
and  completely  destroyed  small 
tumours. 

The  power  of  this  new  drug  was 
"shown  to  be  hundreds  of  times 
more  effective  at  killing  human 
breast  cancer  cells,"  said  Reilly. 
Moreover,  it  showed  very  low 
toxic  side  effects  on  normal  cells. 
Breast  cancer  patients  treated 
with  chemotherapy  have  been 
shown  to  have  lower  levels  of 
white  blood  cells,  says  Reilly. 

Hiding  radioactive  chemicals  in- 
side proteins  "represents  a  novel 
strategy  for  treating  cancer,"  said 
Reilly.  "This  strategy  will  continue 
to  take  advantage  of  research 
that  has  greatly  improved  our 
understanding  of  the  functioning 
of  cancer  cells,  in  order  to  devise 
new  treatments  for  this  disease," 
said  Reilly. 

There  are  other  benefits  to  this 
treatment  in  addition  to  its  ef- 
ficiency and  minimal  side  effects. 
The  protein  that  this  technique 
employs  is  craved  by  "a  wide  vari- 
ety of  tumours  including  colorec- 
tal cancer,  ovarian  cancer,  and 
head  and  neck  cancer,"  said  Dr. 
Reilly.  "Therefore  the  drug  theo- 
retically could  also  be  valuable  for 


treating  these  other  diseases. 

"Great  strides  have  been  made 
through  research  over  the  last  20 
to  30  years  in  understanding  the 
fundamental  biology  of  cancer," 
said  Dr.  Reilly.  "The  immediate 
goal  is  now  to  apply  this  knowl- 
edge to  the  creation  of  new  cancer 
therapies  that  are  more  effective 
and  less  toxic  to  normal  tissues." 
This     method     of  radioactive 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 

therapy  is  "One  intriguing  avenue 
through  which  this  could  possibly 
be  achieved." 

Dr.  Reilly's  drug  will  soon  be 
used  in  clinical  trials  at  Princess 
Margaret  Hospital  led  by  Dr.  Kath- 
erine  Vallis.  Approved  by  Health 
Canada,  the  first  phase  of  the  trial 
is  testing  the  safety  of  this  drug  in 
patients  with  advanced,  chemo- 
therapy-resistant breast  cancer. 


Hacking  on  body 
image 

U  of  T  prof  explores  the  mind-body 
connection 


by  IAN  HA 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Teeth,  hair,  blood  and  organs  were 
the  order  of  the  day  last  Wednesday, 
as  the  University  Professor  Lecture 
Series  kick-started  this  year's  list  of 
heavy-weights  with  a  provocative  talk 
by  renowned  philosopher  Ian  Hack- 
ing. The  lecture,  titled  "Body  Parts, 
Large  and  '^mall."  was  held  at  the 


Koffler  Centre. 

Hacking,  a  U  of  T  professor  since 
1991,  presented  an  intellectual  argu- 
ment that  would  have  pleased  anyone 
who  subscribes  to  the  philosophy  of 
Rene  Descartes,  who  believed  that 
mind  and  body  were  completely 
separate  from  one  another,  Hack- 
ing hypothesizes  that  technological 
advancements,  particularly  in  the 
medical  and  biological  sciences, 
are  moving  us  to  view  the  body  as  a 
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Professor  Ian  Hacking. 


machine. 

"Most  Western  intellectuals  now 
opine  that  Descartes'  two  categories, 
mental  substance  and  extended  sub- 
stance, were  a  terrible  mistake.  They 
may  be  forced  on  us  again,  as  the 
result  of  our  technological  prowess," 
said  Hacking  in  his  opening  remarks. 

Procedures  like  organ  transplants 
or  the  transfer  of  genes  between 
species  are  turning  the  body  into  an 
interchangeable  factory  of  parts,  to  be 
added  to  and  extracted  from. 

"These  possibilities,  only  a  few 
years  old  and  still  developing,  may 
produce  a  complete  change  in  the  way 
in  which  we  conceive  of  our  relation- 
ship to  our  bodies." 

The  selling  of  teeth  and  even  hair 
were  once  seen  as  morally  question- 
able— but  no  longer.  The  widespread 
commodification  of  organs  and 
blood — a  substance  once  thought 
integral  to  human  "essence" — suggest 
an  increased  acceptance  of  our  bodies 
as  more  mechanized  than  in  the  past. 

Hacking  cited  the  Western  idea  of 
"brain  death,"  meaning  that  one  could 
be  physically  alive  but  mentally  dead, 
as  pure  Cartesianism. 

"We  are  content  to  say,  'brain  dead, 
so  dead  indeed.'  Note  how  Cartesian 
we  are,"  he  said. 

This  is  one  of  the  reasons,  says 
Hacking,  that  organ  transplant  is  more 
controversial  in  Japan.  The  Japanese 
have  never  embraced  the  absolute 
separation  of  mind  and  body.  They 
consider  death  as  a  slow  process  that 
ends  only  when  the  body  begins  to 
decompose.  The  idea  of  "brain  death" 
is  simply  foreign.  Hacking  also  raised 
other  cultural  differences,  such  as  the 
Japanese  gift-giving  traditions,  which 
prohibit  organ  donation  outside  the 
gift-circle. 

With  advances  in  biotechnology. 


genes  ("small  body  parts")  are  also 
seen  as  "other,"  and  can  be  trans- 
ferred between  fish  and  vegetable, 
tree  and  bacteria.  "The  inter-species 
transfer  of  large  body  parts  has  not 
worked  very  well.  But  the  inter-king- 
dom transfer  of  small  body  parts  is 
going  on  all  the  time  in  laboratories 
around  the  world,"  he  said. 

And  what  is  classified  as  "other"  can 
be  commodified.  Take  for  example  Ice- 
land. Not  long  ago,  the  Icelandic  gov- 
ernment put  the  genetic  information 
of  Icelanders  up  for  lease,  eventually 
settling  on  an  American  pharmaceu- 
tical firm.  The  lack  of  popular  resis- 
tance to — in  fact  widespread  approval 
of — gene  leasing  in  Iceland  shows  how 
far  removed  some  body  parts  have 
become. 

But  what  of  the  body-to-body  rela- 
tionships, asked  one  audience  mem- 
ber. Does  physical  touching  between 
two  lovers  challenge  the  notion  of 
body  as  machine?  Hacking  paced  the 
platform,  deep  in  thought. 

"1  believe  that's  a  very  idealized 
[vision]  of  our  sex  lives,"  he  said,  to 
laughter.  Hacking  acknowledged  the 
question's  merit,  but  added  that  sexu- 
ality belongs  to  a  different  realm  from 
the  technological  one  he  was  talking 
about. 

"And  what  of  zombies?"  asked  an 
elderly  gentlemen,  apparently  without 
sarcasm.  Where  do  zombies  fit  into 
the  other  half  of  the  equation  (all  body 
no  mind)?  "Zombies  are  not  part  of 
our  technological  world,"  answered 
Hacking,  appearing  a  little  flustered. 

Cartesian  dualism  has  fallen  out  of 
favour  in  recent  years,  but  Hacking  is 
confident  it  will  come  back.  He  ended 
the  lecture  with,  "Here's  an  unpopular 
inference:  With  the  ongoing  advances 
in  technology,  Cartesianism  is  bound 
to  win  in  the  end." 


SCIENCE  BRIEFS 


How  the  cookie 
crumbles 

British  scientists  have  discovered 
that  cookies  break  because  of 
how  they  cool.  As  a  cookie  cools, 
moisture  moves  from  the  centre 
to  the  edges,  causing  the  center  to 
shrink  and  the  edges  to  expand. 
This  places  stress  on  the  cookie, 
creating  tiny  cracks.  The  scientists 
bounced  laser  beams  off  of  cook- 
ies as  their  temperature  dropped, 
and  the  reflections  of  these  beams 
formed  patterns  of  light.  The  pat- 
terns changed  when  the  cookies  had 
cracks  in  them.  Plots  of  the  patterns 
allowed  the  researchers  to  calculate 
how  much  moisture,  or  humidity, 
would  make  the  cookies  shrink  and 
expand.  Manufacturers  could  use 
these  findings  to  control  the  humid- 
ity of  cookies  as  they  cool  and  pro- 
duce cookies  that  crumble  less. 
-MANOJIPEREIRA 
Source:  Nature 


Modified  bacteria 
can  spot  arsenic 

In  Bangladesh,  India,  Chile,  and 
Vietnam,  natural  deposits  of  arse- 
nic contaminate  groundwater.  Old 
methods  of  testing  for  arsenic  in 
the  water  supply  are  not  always 
accurate,  but  Swiss  scientists  have 
found  a  more  reliable  way  of  detect- 
ing the  toxin.  E.coU  bacteria,  com- 
monly found  in  the  human  digestive 
system,  are  naturally  sensitive  to 
arsenic  and  can  be  genetically  modi- 
fied to  glow  in  the  presence  of  it.  The 
researchers  tried  adding  different 
genes  to  the  bacteria:  one  found 
in  fireflies,  one  found  in  glowing 
jellyfish,  and  one  that  changes  the 
bacteria's  colour  from  white  to  blue. 
So  far,  the  Eco// with  the  firefly  genes 
has  proved  to  be  the  best  for  arsenic 
detection.  The  bacteria  can  be  dried 
onto  paper  strips,  making  dipsticks 
that  are  very  sensitive  to  the  pres- 
ence of  arsenic  and  cheap  to  pro- 
duce. The  modified  E.coli  sticks  are 
currently  on  trial  in  Vietnam. 
-MP 

Source:  Nature 
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Hail  the  conquering  Constantines 

Toronto- via- Gue/ph  quintet  shine  a  light  on  good  old-fashioned  rock 


JENNIFERADAMS 

Hey  chums,  why  so  glum?  Hopefully,  the  Cons  will  be  a  little  more  energetic  at  their  CD  release  this  weekend. 


byCARALOVEROCK  

For  a  band  formed  only  five  years 
ago  in  smalltown  (but  musical  hot- 
bed) Guelph,  The  Constantines  have 
had  a  lot  of  success.  The  band  has 
received  much  acclaim  since  the  re- 
lease of  their  self-titled  debut  album 
in  2001,  which  was  nominated  for  a 
Best  Alternative  Album  Juno — not 
bad  for  a  first  release.  On  the  heels  of 
the  recent  release  of  their  new  Shine 
a  Light  disc,  guitarist  and  vocalist 
Bryan  Webb  recalls  the  nomination 
as  welcomed  but  also  unexpected:  "It 
wasn't  a  world  we  were  involved  in.  It 
was  just  a  strange  thing  at  the  time," 
he  says. 

Legend  has  it  that  the  band  got 
their  start  playing  in  their  basement 
in  Guelph,  when  they  started  getting 
local  attention,  particularly  from 
Guelph/Toronto  indie  label  Three  Gut 
Records,  who  were  managing  their 
Guelph  pals  Royal  City  at  the  time. 
Three  Gut  released  their  first  album, 
and  they've  stayed  with  the  enterpris- 
ing label  despite  signing  a  big-time 
deal  with  American  indie  stalwarts 
Sub  Pop  in  the  U.S.  for  Shine  a  Light. 

"We  wouldn't  be  where  we  are  with- 
out Three  Gut,"  Webb  says,  explain- 
ing the  band's  loyalty.  Staying  true  to 
the  label  that  developed  them  from 
the  ground  up  is  obviously  important 
to  them — to  have  gone  on  with  a  dif- 
ferent label  "just  wouldn't  have  been 
right,"  Webb  says. 

When  a  band  rises  as  quickly  as 
the  Constantines  have,  there's  added 
pressure  when  it  comes  to  the  follow- 
up  album.  Webb  is  able  to  keep  things 
in  perspective  and  not  take  things 
too  seriously.  "We  made  the  record 
we  wanted  to  make.  It's  done,  it's  out. 
We're  at  the  point  where  we're  ready 
to  let  it  go,"  he  says.  He  compares  the 
experience  of  releasing  Shine  a  Light 
to  "taking  a  kid  to  kindergarten." 

Shine  a  Light  sees  the  Cons  ex- 
panding to  a  quintet  with  the  new 


American  auteur  John  Sayles'  latest 
film,  Casa  de  los  Babys  uses  the  story 
of  six  American  women  attempting 
to  adopt  Mexican  children  as  a  ba- 
sic framework  to  explore  the  larger 
context  of  a  country  gutted  by  pov- 
erty and  foreign  exploitation.  In  his 
characteristic  style,  the  film  is  an 
ensemble  piece;  one  that  not  only 
presents  a  cross-section  of  the 
Third  World  nation's  society  but 
also  its  contemporary  concerns. 
As  a  result,  the  film  is  truly  impres- 
sive in  its  ambition,  and  even  more 
impressive  are  the  means  through 
which  the  story  is  told. 
By  giving  the  audience  an  op- 


band  member  Whil  Kidman  joining 
in  (the  others  are  Dallas  Werhle, 
Steve  Lambke,  and  Doug  MacGregor). 
Webb  notes  that  the  addition  of  Kid- 
man is  probably  the  biggest  change 
fans  will  find  on  Shine  a  Light:  "The 
biggest  change  is  Whil,  who  wasn't  on 
the  last  album.  He's  now  a  permanent 
member  of  the  band,"  Webb  says. 
Another  change  fans  might  notice  on 
the  new  record  is  the  type  of  issues 
the  band  is  addressing.  Shine  a  Light 
is  focused  "more  about  community 
and  family."  The  reason  for  the  shift 
was  due  partly  to  the  band's  recent 
relocation  from  Guelph  to  Toronto,  a 
move  that  left  them  slightly  unsettled 
at  first. 

As  a  band,  the  members  work  well 
together,  combining  to  form  a  unique 
and  incredible  sound  that  has  man- 
aged to  please  both  critics  and  rock 
fans.  Shine  A  Light  distills  the  band's 


Written  and  directed  by  John  Sayles 

Starring  Li/i  Taylor,  Daryl  Hannah, 
Marcia  Gay  Harden 


Now  playing 


Rating:  WW 


portunity  to  relate  to  his  incred- 
ible cast  of  American  women  (Lili 
Taylor,  Daryl  Hannah,  Marcia  Gay 
Harden,  Maggie  Gyllenhall,  Mary 
Steenburgen)  Sayles  is  then  free 
to  explore  the  strangeness  of  the 


visceral  blood-sweat-and-tears  live 
show  onto  disc  while  also  indicating 
impressive  growth  in  the  songwriting 
department. 

"Musically  we  all  put  stuff  in,"  Webb 
says  about  the  band's  democratic 
songwriting  process.  "Everyone  will 
add,  mostly  we  just  jam  until  things 
sound  right." 

Due  to  their  plain  old-fashioned 
rock-and-roll  sound,  critics  have 
compared  the  band  endlessly  to 
Bruce  Springsteen.  Webb's  fine  with 
it,  saying,  "It's  a  little  weird.  I  under- 
stand— it's  easier  for  people  to  find 
connections."  Interestingly  enough, 
when  first  formed,  the  band  had  a 
mutual  interest  in  Springsteen.  "We 
kinda  bonded  over  Springsteen," 
Webb  continues.  "It  was  just  one  of 
those  things  we  all  just  had  a  fond- 
ness for." 

Among  his  own  influences,  Webb 


country  that  his  characters  find 
themselves  in  and  the  poverty  of  a 
society  that  must  sell  its  future  (ba- 
bies that  were  obtained  through 
coercive  practices)  in  order  to 
survive.  The  film  consists  mostly  of 
the  basics  of  dramatic  storytelling 
and  all  of  the  cast  work  extremely 
well  playing  everyday  women  in 
an  alien  world  that  they  can't  un- 
derstand. 

While  the  film  contains  many 
memorable  parts  and  some  truly 
outstanding  acting,  one  scene  in 
particular  stands  out  as  unforgetta- 
ble. As  Eileen  (played  beautifully  by 


cites  everyone  from  Nina  Simone, 
Tom  Waits,  Van  Morrison,  and  Bob 
Dylan  to  the  Pixies  and  the  Talking 
Heads.  "We  try  not  to  rip  off  anyone 
directly,"  he  jokes  of  being  affected 
by  the  greats. 

The  Constantines  are  a  band  that 
value  music,  but  have  fun  with  it  too. 
This  is  apparent  not  only  in  the  way 
Webb  describes  their  philosophy 
about  rock,  but  also  when  he  asks 
for  everyone  attending  the  CD  release 
shows  at  the  Horseshoe  this  weekend 
to  bring,  er,  noisemakers.  Remember- 
ing the  all-ages  punk  shows  he  would 
attend  with  his  friends  when  he  was 
younger,  it's  obvious  Webb  has  a  real 
passion  for  music. 

"Punk  meant  something  to  me 
when  I  was  younger.  It  was  belong- 
ing to  something  that  wasn't  a  sports 
team,"  he  offers.  As  far  as  being  la- 
beled a  'punk'  band,  Webb  notes  that 


Susan  Lynch)  tells  the  story  of  what 
a  perfect  day  with  her  new  daugh- 
ter will  be  like,  the  young  Mexican 
maid  stops  cleaning,  sits  down  and 
simply  listens.  Though  she  doesn't 
understand  a  word  of  English, 
something  compels  her  to  share  the 
story  of  her  own  daughter,  adopted 
by  an  American,  and  who  remains 
in  her  thoughts  to  that  day.  When 
the  characters  stop  and  realize 
their  failure  to  communicate,  there 
remains  something  understood 
between  them  that  exists  beyond 
language.  It  is  both  a  beautiful  and 
heartbreaking  moment,  and  reason 


his  generation  has  that  influence:  "We 
kinda  grew  up  in  punk  rock  bands,  it's 
where  we  were  coming  from.  But  it's 
all  rock  n'  roll,  in  essence.  We're  punk 
as  much  as  we're  a  rock  and  roll  band 
or  a  rhythm  and  blues  band." 

Webb's  hopes  for  the  new  album 
are  surprisingly  modest.  While  oth- 
ers in  a  band  that's  had  as  much  buzz 
as  the  Cons  might  be  crossing  their 
fingers  for  overnight  superstardom, 
for  Webb  things  are  much  simpler. 
He  just  hopes  his  music  does  well 
enough  "not  to  have  to  work  a  day 
job."  And  the  touring  doesn't  hurt,  ei- 
ther: "I  would  love  for  this  band  to  be 
a  way  to  travel,"  he  muses.  "Playing 
in  bands  for  me  is  to  travel  and  meet 
people  in  a  creative  community." 

The  Constantines  play  two  CD  release 
shows  at  The  Horseshoe,  Oct.  10  and  11. 
Tickets  are  $12  at  the  door 


alone  to  recommend  the  film. 

Sayles  is  truly  a  remarkable  film- 
maker. Though  he  operates  primar- 
ily outside  of  the  Hollywood  sys- 
tem, he  still  remains  a  potent  force 
in  the  alternative  American  cinema 
scene,  attracting  outstanding  casts 
with  his  excellent  writing  and  the 
strength  of  his  impressive  career. 
While  this  is  not  his  best  film  (Lone 
Star  and  Men  With  Guns  still  stand), 
it  is  still  excellent  by  any  standard 
for  its  great  ensemble  work,  tight 
script,  and  hopeful  message  de- 
spite overwhelmingly  depressing 
circumstances. 


Sayles'  strong 
storytelling 


by  COLIN  TAIT 
VARSITY  STAFF 


FILM  REVIEW 
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Pieces  of  biblical  tale  add  up  to  creative  production 


byJORDANBIMM 


Someone  had  better  tell  Andrew 
Lloyd  Webber  and  Donny  Osmond 
that  the  Technicolor  Dreamcoat 
has  been  stolen  back,  dyed  black 
and  sent  to  Europe.  Veteran  Cana- 
dian playwright  Jason  Sherman's 
latest  effort,  Remnants,  is  a  dark 
re-imagination  of  the  biblical  sto- 
ry of  Joseph.  Set  in  1920s  Poland, 
Joseph's  less-than-pious  brothers 
decide  it's  time  to  secretly  ship 
their  father's  favourite  son  off  to 
Canada.  After  his  arrival  in  Toron- 
to, Joseph,  who  decides  to  hide  his 
devout  Jewish  faith,  is  raised  from 
the  gutter  and  made  an  advisor  to 
Prime  Minister  Mackenzie  King.  Jo- 
seph's bizarre  ability  to  interpret 
dreams  and  forecast  future  events 
earns  him  a  position  of  influence  in 
the  Prime  Minister's  inner  circle. 
The  biggest  test  for  Joseph  comes 
when  his  deceitful  brothers  arrive 
in  Canada  seeking  asylum  from 
Nazi  persecution  in  Europe.  Since 
he  has  become  King's  point-man 
on  immigration,  Joseph  is  given 
the  power  to  decide  their  fate. 

The  opening  production  of 
Tarragon  Theatre's  season,  the 
first  remarkable  thing  about  this 
play  is  the  set — it's  all  luggage. 
The  stage  is  littered  with  vintage 
suitcases  and  travel  trunks.  These 
large  rectangular  boxes  of  varying 
shapes  and  sizes  are  constantly 
reoriented  and  reorganized  to 
create  every  location  in  the  script, 
from  a  horse-drawn  carriage  on  a 
dusty  road  in  Poland  to  a  cramped 
sweat-shop  in  Toronto  to  the  office 
of  Mackenzie  King.  The  creative 
set  arrangements  and  the  com- 
mitment to  the  everything-is- 
made-of-luggage  decor  make  the 
locations  completely  believable  in 
their  simplicity,  despite  their  obvi- 
ous lack  of  detail. 

This  also  makes  for  speedy 
and  interesting  scene  changes. 
Handled  entirely  by  the  cast,  the 
luggage  is  reorganized  quickly  and 
cleverly  so  as  to  give  the  effect 
that  one  scene  simply  becomes 
the  next.  This  seamless  technique 
works  to  hold  the  audience's  at- 
tention by  keeping  the  plot  action 
moving  forward  while  the  set 
change  is  taking  place. 

Luckily,  the  cast  more  than  lives 
up  to  the  theatrical  conceit.  Only 
seven  people  appear  on  stage, 
but  well  over  twenty  distinct 
characters  are  written  into  the 
script.  This  calls  for  almost  every 


THEATRE  REVIEW 


Remnants 


By  Jason  Sherman 


Directed  by  Richard  Rose 


Tarragon  Theatre 
Now  playing  until  October  26 


Rating:  VWV 


actor  to  play  three  or  more  large 
supporting  roles.  At  some  points, 
actors  have  only  a  few  seconds  to 
change  their  costumes  and  their 
characters.  Making  the  transi- 
tion between  different  characters 
within  the  same  play  (let  alone 
the  same  scene)  can  often  prove 
problematic  for  actors  to  accom- 
plish, and  difficult  for  audiences  to 
believe.  This  however  is  where  the 
cast  of  Remnants  succeeds  most. 
The  actors  playing  multiple  roles 
quickly  create  believable,  well- 
defined  characters  while  keeping 
in  step  with  the  fast-paced  scene 
transitions  and  fulfill  their  addi- 
tional stagehand  duties  all  at  the 
same  time.  This  is  no  easy  feat. 

The  successful  co-ordination 
of  consistently  creative  scene 
changes,  intelligent  and  efficient 
set  construction,  believable  role 


swapping  and  rock-solid  per- 
formances from  every  member 
of  the  ensemble  cast  creates  a 
holistic  theatrical  force  gener- 
ally attributed  to  one  thing:  smart 
direction.  For  director  Richard 
Rose  the  work  of  Jason  Sherman  is 
nothing  new — the  writer/director 
duo  have  collaborated  on  at  least 
four  other  projects  in  the  past.  For 
this  effort,  Rose  does  an  excellent 
job  of  bringing  Sherman's  biblical 
adaptation  to  life  by  making  sure 
that  every  scene  is  interesting  to 
watch  aside  from  just  listening  to 
the  witty  dialogue. 

This  is  not  the  kind  of  play  that 
will  put  you  to  sleep.  The  quick 
pace  will  keep  your  attention, 
while  the  strong  writing  and  deep 
political  and  religious  themes 
will  make  you  think,  laugh,  and  if 
you're  anything  like  the  ladies  who 
were  sitting  in  front  of  me,  maybe 
even  cry. 


by  A.R.  Gurney 
Directed  by  Heather  Roberts 

"...a  moving  theatrical  piece  that  profiles 
two  individuals  who  spent  the  majority  of 
their  lives  physically  apart,  yet  intertwined 
spiritually  and  emotionally  through  their 
letters  to  each  other.  It  explores  how  each 
sought  solace  and  support  from  the  other 
over  50  years  of  successes,  failures  and 
unfulfilled,  but  lasting  love." 

Thursday  -  Saturday  October  9,  10,  11 
8:00  PM  Curtain 

George  Ignatieff  Theatre  -  15  Devonshire  Place 

Tickets  $12,  Students  $10 

BOX  OFFICE:  425-0917 
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Preparation  Seminars 


■  Complete  25-Hour  Seminar  Packages 

■  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

■  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

■  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

■  Free  Repeat  Policy 

■  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

■  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

(416)924-3240 
1-800-269-6719 


www.oxfordseminars.com 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


to  most  major  Canadian  cities. 
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ESL  Teacher  Training  Courses 

■  Intensive  50-hour  TESL  courses 

■  Classroom  management  techniques 

■  Detailed  lesson  planning 

■  Skills  development:  grammar,  pronun- 
ciation, speaking,  reading  and  writing 

■  Comprehensive  teaching  materials 

■  Teaching  practicum  included 

■  Listings  of  schools,  agencies,  and 
recruiters  from  around  the  world 

For  More  Info  Contact  Oxford  Seminars: 
416-924-3240/  1-800-269-6719 


www.oxfordseminars.com 


Natural  Skin  Care  Seminar 


Find  out  what  all  the  BUZZZ  is  about 

Come  and  learn  more  about  BURT'S  BEES 
Earth  Friendly  Natural  Personal  Care  Products. 
Starring  Btart's  Bees  Chief  Pollinator,  Sunne  Justice 
LOTS  of  samples  and  refreshments. 
Renaissance  Skydome  Hotel,  1  Blue  Jay  Way 
FRIDAY,  OCT.  17, 6  -7:30  PM 
Noi-thern  Lights  Ballroom  -  2nd  floor 
SATURDAY,  OCT.  18, 1:30-3  PM 

The  Raptor  Rm  -  Club  Concoxirse  le\'el 
Don't  miss  out.  Seating  is  Umited! 
Please  RSVP  by  phone:  (888)  449-2575  ext.  31 
or  info@Forever-Natutal.cora 
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Makin'  momma  proud:  Nicole  and  Chris  van  Beurden  share  bragging  rights  in  the  family  household. 
Brother  and  sister  are  both  national  level  triathletes. 

Twin  talents 


byYONGTAING 


Chris  and  Nicole  van  Beurden  not 
only  share  the  same  last  name, 
they  also  share  a  passion  for 
swimming,  biking  and  running. 
The  brother  and  sister  are  both 
U  of  T  students  who  compete  in 
the  grueling  triathlon — an  Olym- 
pic sport  that  consists  of  a  1500m 
swim,  followed  by  a  40km  bike, 
followed  again  by  a  10km  run. 
While  the  end  of  the  race  brings 
the  athletes  back  to  the  starting 
line,  the  van  Beurden's  are  on  a 
straight  path  to  the  top. 

Chris,  20,  and  Nicole,  22,  have 
been  competing  in  triathlons 
for  the  last  six  years  and  have 
quickly  risen  amongst  the  young 
elite  triathletes  in  Canada,  earn- 
ing spots  on  the  junior  national 
team.  Chris,  in  his  second  year 
of  the  BPHE  program  (Faculty  of 
Phys  Ed),  recently  placed  third  in 
the  inaugural  Canadian  Univer- 
sity Triathlon  Championships  in 
Montreal  this  past  September.  He 
has  seven  other  top  ten  finishes 
this  year  alone. 

But  older  sister  Nicole  hasn't  let 
her  kid  brother  have  all  the  glory. 
Nicole,  a  fourth  year  student  in 
the  BPHE  program,  has  earned 
a  place  on  the  podium  in  seven 
races  over  the  past  two  years.  All 
of  these  top  three  finishes,  not 
to  mention  a  memorable  fourth 
place  at  the  World  Champion- 
ships in  Cancun  last  year. 

To  a  sport  which  requires  years 
and  years  of  experience  and 
training,  the  talented  Chris  and 
Nicole  are  surprisingly  green. 

"We  really  got  serious  about  it 
[triathlons]  two  years  ago,"  ex- 
plains Chris.  "We  both  ran  with 
the  junior  track  club  here.  So, 
before,  we  mainly  had  a  running 
focus." 

All  of  that  changed  six  years 
ago  when  they  went  shopping  for 
new  bikes  and  were  introduced 
to  Dennis  Mizerski.  Little  did 


they  know  Mizerski  was  a  spon- 
sor and  cycling  coach  of  the  Bull- 
dog Sports  Triathlon  team. 

"He  [Mizerski]  said,  'you 
should  come  out  and  ride  with 
us  twice  a  week.'  Then  he  started 
giving  us  these  tips  and  the  next 
thing  you  know..."  begins  Chris, 
"he's  sending  us  to  Manitoba  [for 
training],"  Nicole  finishes. 

Since  triathlons  are  not  offi- 
cially recognized  by  the  CIS  and 
OUA,  the  van  Beurden  meeting 
with  Mizerski  was  a  blessing. 
"He's  been  there  every  step  of 
the  way,"  says  Chris.  "They've 
provided  us  with  coaching, 
equipment,  time  with  a  nutri- 
tionist, and  help  with  race  ex- 
penses." 

The  owner  of  the  Racer  Sportif 
cycling  store  and  founder  of  the 
Aquila  brand  of  racing  bikes, 
Mizerski  immediately  saw  the 
potential  in  Chris  and  Nicole.  "At 
the  beginning  I  gave  them  tips 
on  the  basics  of  cycling,  taught 
them  how  to  be  proper  cyclists 
and  they  picked  it  up  very  quick- 
ly. From  their  behaviour  and 
focus,  1  knew  they  were  going  to 
go  places." 

Veteran  support  for  the  van 
Beurden  duo  has  come  mainly 
from  Bulldog  team  member  Len 
Gushe.  A  veteran  of  international 
triathlons  and  regarded  as  one 
of  the  best  in  Canada,  Gushe  re- 
members meeting  the  Van  Beur- 
dens:  "1  met  them  on  their  spring 
break  where  instead  of  opting 
for  the  typical  two  weeks  on  the 
beach  or  studying  furiously  for 
finals,  they  came  to  Florida  to 
train  for  two  weeks." 

"He's  one  of  the  best  in  the 
world,  plus  he's  a  doctor.  So  he's 
become  our  'go-to'  guy,"  says 
Nicole. 

Though  their  accomplish- 
ments are  quite  astounding, 
what's  most  amazing  is  their 
commitment  and  dedication  to 
both  training  and  school.  On  top 


of  the  30  hours  a  week  of  school, 
they  each  devote  over  30  hours 
a  week  to  training  and  each  have 
part  time  jobs  to  help  pay  for 
school  and  races.  Both  Chris 
and  Nicole  are  also  members  of 
the  varsity  cross  country  and 
track  teams. 

Friends  of  the  siblings  are 
amazed  at  their  daily  regimen. 
"My  friends  think  I'm  crazy,  and 
wonder  why  I  don't  die  from  do- 
ing all  of  this,"  says  Chris. 

Mizerski,  who  is  now  their  cy- 
cling coach  also  comments  on 
their  dedication  to  improving. 
"Over  the  last  three  years  that 
I've  been  coaching,  they've  never 
been  late  or  missed  any  training. 
And  now  they're  beating  people 
who  they  used  to  look  up  to." 

Being  from  the  same  family, 
one  might  expect  some  'triath- 
lete'  blood  in  the  van  Beurdens, 
but  Nicole  and  Chris  both  quick- 
ly shake  their  heads  at  the  no- 
tion. "No  no  no,  it's  not  like  that. 
But  when  we  were  kids,  our  mom 
would  kick  us  out  of  the  house 
and  we  would  just  ride  our  bikes 
up  and  down  the  street,"  remi- 
nisces Nicole. 

Though  their  parents  aren't 
joining  them  in  the  races,  both 
remain  extremely  supportive  and 
are  careful  not  to  pressure  the 
talented  siblings.  "We  have  a  lot 
of  fun  doing  it,  and  we  don't  have 
'hockey'  parents  who  are  forcing 
us  to  do  it,"  clarifies  Chris.  "And 
that's  how  the  coaches  are  too. 
It's  all  a  matter  of  having  fun." 

"Our  dad  drives  us  every- 
where, not  to  force  us  to  train, 
but  because  we  don't  have  our 
[driver's]  licenses,"  Nicole  adds. 

This  year's  world  champion- 
ship is  being  held  in  New  Zea- 
land, but  the  van  Beurdens, 
sadly,  won't  be  attending.  And 
it's  not  because  they  can't  drive 
themselves  to  the  airport.  "We 
couldn't  go,"  explains  Chris,  "it's 
during  exams." 


Near  perfection 

Well-rounded  student-athletes  have  their 
cake  and  eat  it  too 


by  AMANDA  OLSON 


"U  of  T  is  for  smart  people  who  love 
sports."  Bruce  Kidd,  dean  of  the 
Faculty  of  Physical  Education  and 
Health  (FPEH),  didn't  mince  words 
when  he  spoke  at  the  T-Holder  aca- 
demic excellence  awards  on  Tuesday 
night. 

The  event,  held  by  the  alumni 
T-Holders'  Association,  honours 
students  who  achieve  first  class 
honours  while  demonstrating  excep- 
tional athletic  prowess.  To  do  both 
in  one  year  is  no  small  feat,  consider- 
ing the  time  commitments  needed  to 
juggle  a  full  course  load,  practices, 
and  competitions. 

Difficult  as  it  sounds  to  be  a  star 
athlete  as  well  as  a  star  pupil,  over 
150  student  athletes  crowded  the 
ROM  theatre  for  this  year's  awards 
event.  That's  twice  as  many  "T" 
recipients  than  in  1995.  Since  mul- 
tiple-year winners  are  common, 
athletes  were  bringing  home  the 
award  for  the  second,  third,  fourth, 
or  fifth  time.  For  one  talented  indi- 
vidual, Tuesday's  ceremony  marked 
the  student's  eighth  "T." 

On  hand  as  the  event's  special 
guest  speaker  was  Nancy  Lee, 
Vice-President  of  CBC  Sports  and  a 
T-Holder  for  swimming.  Lee  offered 
the  athletes  some  words  of  wisdom, 
stressing  the  positive  impact  her 
experience  on  the  varsity  swim  team 
had  on  her  career. 

One  of  two  masters  of  ceremonies 


for  the  evening,  Andrea  laboni,  defi- 
nitely needed  no  excuse  to  be  at  the 
awards,  laboni  is  a  Rhodes  scholar, 
going  into  her  second  year  of  med 
school  at  U  of  T — and  she  is  of  course 
a  member  of  the  talented  T-Holder 
circle.  During  her  four  undergradu- 
ate years  at  U  of  T,  laboni  played  on 
the  varsity  women's  rugby  team. 

"The  truth  is,"  she  relates,  "during 
rugby  season,  1  was  a  much  better 
student." 

laboni  commented  that  as  a  stu- 
dent, the  invigorating  properties  of 
sport  provide  much  needed  relief- 
from  studying.  Juggling  school  and 
rugby  also  taught  this  top  scholar 
budgeting  skills  and  organization, 
and  it  helped  her  ditch  cramming — a 
bad  study  habit. 

This  alumni  experience  and  advice 
hit  home  with  the  well-dressed  set  at 
the  awards.  The  same  old  buzzwords 
— familiar  to  anyone  who's  seen  the 
inside  of  a  guidance  counsellor's 
office — came  up  again  and  again: 
prioritize  and  manage  your  time  ef- 
fectively. 

Prioritizing,  says  Stephen  Murphy, 
a  graduate  of  teacher's  college  with 
four  years  experience  on  the  men's 
ice  hockey  team,  is  necessary  to 
achieve  success  in  school  and  sport. 
Murphy,  who  received  his  first  T- 
Holder  award,  also  stressed  time 
management.  "You  can't  get  out  of 
practice... so  if  you  have  two  hours 
free,  you  aren't  going  to  be  on  a 
couch  watching  TV." 


Lift  off 


JUUEJOCSAK 


Chad  Bartie  of  Gold  Coast,  Australia  is  caught  mid-air  at  the 
West  49  Canadian  Open,  World  Cup  Skateboarding  held  at  Mis- 
sissauga's  Hershey  Centre  last  weekend.  Bartie,  currently  ranked 
3rd  in  North  America  and  5th  in  the  world  in  Street  skating, 
placed  8th  overall.  A  purse  of  $50,  000  US  was  divied  up  between 
the  weekend's  winners. 
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SPORTS  BRIEFS 


MEN'S  SOCCER  #1 
IN  CANADA 

In  a  series  of  weekend  games,  the 
Varsity  Blues  men's  soccer  team 
proved  that  it  has  a  very  real  chance 
to  be  the  CIS  champions.  Following 
a  Saturday  3-0  win  against  Wind- 
son  the  undefeated  Blues  faced  off 
with  Western — the  only  other  team 
in  the  league  with  a  perfect  record. 
In  a  tense  and  exciting  match,  the 
Blues  emerged  victorious  thanks 
to  an  on-target  penalty  shot.  The 
men  are  currently  ranked  first  in  the 
country,  and  are  the  only  team  in  the 
CIS  with  a  perfect  record.  With  three 
games  against  three  significantly 
weaker  teams — ^York,  Laurentian, 
and  Nippissing — remaining  before 
the  playoffs,  the  Blues  can  cast  a 
confident  eye  towards  both  the  OUA 
and  CIS  playoffs.  You  can  catch  play- 
off action  at  home  as  the  Blues  host 
the  OUA  Championships  beginning 
October  23.  -AMARAGOSSIN 

OUA  BASEBALL  FINALS 

The  Blues  face  a  tough  challenge 
this  weekend  as  they  take  on  the 
McMaster  Marauders  in  the  OUA 
championship  series.  The  teams 
met  three  times  in  the  regular  sea- 
son, with  Mac  coming  out  on  top 
each  game.  The  Blues,  who  finished 
third  in  the  regular  season  (8-9) 
behind  the  second  place  Maraud- 
ers (10-7),  upset  first  place  Brock 
(15-2)  in  the  semis  to  make  it  to  the 
finals.  -RFA 

Regular  season  scores 
McMaster  U  OF  T 

9  8 
2  1 
12  2 


Jays  pitcher  trains 
with  Blues 


byJYLLMALBEUF 

with  files  from  REBECCA  ADDELMAN 

The  Varsity  Blues  men's  baseball 
team  has  managed  to  scoop  up  an 
added  bonus  this  season:  Toronto 
Blue  Jays  pitcher  Corey  Thurman. 
This  is  good  news  for  a  team  with 
little  time  to  spare  -  the  Blues  are 
currently  gearing  up  for  the  OUA 
finals  against  the  McMaster  Maraud- 
ers, held  in  Hamilton  this  coming 
weekend. 

Hailing  from  Texarcana,  Texas, 
Thurman  is  a  former  Kansas  City 
Royals  draft  pick,  and  a  now  a  regular 
visitor  to  the  bowels  of  the  Athletic 
Centre.  "I'm  getting  ready  to  play  win- 
ter ball  in  Venezuela,"  explains  Thur- 
man, who  has  been  throwing  with 
Blues  catcher  James  Rutherford  for 
the  last  few  weeks  in  a  throwing  room 
in  the  basement  of  the  AC.  That  he 
has  been  able  to  help  the  Blues  along 
the  way  goes  without  saying. 

The  24-year-old  Thurman,  drafted 
straight  out  of  high  school,  spent  six 
years  in  the  minors  before  getting 
his  professional  start  for  the  Blue 
Jays  in  2002.  Since  then,  he  has  been 
shuttled  up  and  down,  pitching  for 
both  the  Jays  and  their  Syracuse  AAA 
farm  team. 

Thurman  was  introduced  to  the 
Varsity  Blues  organization  by  way  of 
Dave  Mindell,  a  U  of  T  student  and  the 
visiting  team  bat  boy  for  the  Toronto 
Blue  Jays  organization.  "1  knew  [Co- 
rey] was  up  here  in  the  off-season, 
and  I  knew  he  was  looking  for  a  place 


HIS  SPIRIT  LIVES  ON 

An  evening  to  support  the  launch  of  an  Aboriginal 
youth  education  fund  in  memory  of 


Featuring: 

BUFFY  SAINTE 

MOLLY  JOHNSON 

MC:  Actress  Tantoo  Cardinal  / 
With  Guests: 

Juno  Award  Winner  Derek  Miller 
Comedian  Charlie  Hill 
Guitar  Ace  Don  Ross 
A  Cappella  Singers  Uiali 
The  Old  Mush  Singers 


FRIDAY 
OCT.  10,  2003 
7:30  PM 
MASSEY  HALL 

SHUTER  &  VICTORIA  STi 

Tickets  $18.50 

Available  at: 

Toronto  Women's  Bookstore 
Native  Canadian  Centre  of  Toronto 
Roy  Thomson  Hall  Box  Office- 
Charge  by  phone: 
Ticketmaster:  (416)  870-8000 
Massey  Hall:  (416)  872-4255 
Order  on-line: 
www.masseyhall.com 
www.ticketmaster.ca 


Sponsored  by: 

ELEMENTARY 
TEACHERS 

—  of— 
TORONTO 


For  more  info  call:  416-537-6100  ext. 

www.whokilleddudleygeorge.com 
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to  throw,"  says  Mindell.  Thurman 
liked  the  sound  of  getting  some  prac- 
tice time  in  with  the  varsity  team's 
catchers,  and  a  call  was  made  to  the 
Blues  head  coach  Dan  Lang.  The  rest, 
as  they  say,  is  history. 

So  far,  the  partnership  has  been  a 
sweet  deal  on  both  ends.  "The  setup 
is  great,"  exclaims  Thurman,  "they  al- 
low me  to  just  come  in  and  throw  and 
these  are  great  facilities... it's  a  good 
working  agreement."  And  the  praise 
doesn't  end  there;  Thurman  is  ready 
to  give  his  throwing  partner,  Ruther- 
ford, his  due.  "James  is  really  good. 
He's  got  really  good  skills  behind  the 
plate...!  definitely  think  he  could  play 
professional  ball." 

Thurman's  level  of  play,  major 
league  experience,  and  professional 
attitude  have  rubbed  off  on  the  Blues 
catcher.  "The  sessions  have  been 
good,  he's  a  cool  guy  and  I've  learned 
a  lot  of  things,"  says  the  lucky  catch- 
er. Rutherford,  who  injured  both 
his  quadracep  and  ankle  in  a  game 
collision  in  late  September,  is  using 
the  sessions  to  get  back  into  play- 
ing form.  Although  there's  "still  not 
enough  mobility"  in  his  ankle,  Ruth- 


DENHIiCHOQUETTE 

Batter  up:  Jays  pitcher  Corey  Thurman  takes  a  break  in  the  base- 
ment of  the  AC  after  throwing  a  couple  innings  with  Blues  catcher 
James  Rutherford.  Thurman  is  getting  ready  for  winter  ball,  while 
Rutherford  prepares  for  this  weekend's  OUA  finals. 


erford  is  confident  that  he'll  be  on  the 
field  for  the  all-important  finals  this 
weekend.  In  the  outfield,  that  is,  not 
behind  the  plate. 

The  Blues  starting  catcher,  Domi- 
nic Roppa,  will  be  suiting  up  against 
Mac  on  Saturday.  Roppa,  a  former  St. 
Louis  Cardinal  and  current  dentistry 
student  at  U  of  T,  injured  his  ham- 
string— also  in  late  September — and 
was  replaced  by  Rutherford  for  over 
a  week.  But  with  the  OUA  champion- 
ship on  the  line,  Rutherford  is  "pretty 
sure  that  Dominic  and  [himself]  will 


play  regardless  of  the  pain,"  because, 
he  adds,  "we'll  have  six  months  to 
rest  afterwards." 

Although  Corey  leaves  the  country 
this  Thursday  to  play  in  Venezuela's 
winter  baseball  league,  he  hopes  to 
maintain  his  relationship  with  the 
Blues  in  the  future.  Upon  his  return  in 
December,  Thurman  plans  to  keep  us- 
ing the  AC,  and  help  out  with  players 
other  than  Rutherford — the  pitchers 
in  particular.  "If  the  guys  wanted  to 
ask  for  help  [with  pitching],"  he  says, 
"then  I'd  be  happy  to  give  it." 


Classifieds 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808  -  GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

TEACH  ENGLISH  OVERSEAS! 

TESOL  Workshops  for  Canadians, 
Toronto  -  Saturday,  Sept.  27.  One  day 
and  you're  on  your  way!  1-866-912-4465 
www.goteach.ca 

SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED! 

Make  extra  money  while  helping  others 
by  becoming  a  Xytex  Sperm  Donor  Ages 
18-38.  Call  416-924-3021  today! 

RESEARCH  ASSISTANTS  WANTED 

For  book  project  on  the  history  of  sugar 
Students  fluent  in  Spanish  especially 
welcome.  Flexible  hours,  $10.00  hour 
Students  must  be  eligible  for  OSAP  or 
other  provincial  student  aid  programs  as 
this  is  a  U  of  T  Work  Study  position.  Please 
contact  E.  Abbott  at  978-2254  or  by  email 
at  abbott@trinity.utoronto.ca 

RESEARCH  ASSISTANTS  WANTED 

For  book  project  on  the  history  of 
marriage.  Flexible  hours,  $10.00  hour 
Students  must  be  eligible  for  OSAP  or 
other  provincial  student  aid  programs  as 
this  is  a  U  of  T  Work  Study  position.  Please 
contact  E.  Abbott  at  978-2254  or  by  email 
at  abbott@trinity.utoronto.ca 

NEEDED 

MCATtutor,  call:  416-729-2266. 

STUDENT  WITH  A  CAR 

Need  a  student  with  a  car  to  move  some 
boxes  from  one  location  to  my  apartment, 
in  Toronto,  take  less  than  3  hours,  $80.00, 
416-924-7258. 


REHEARSAL SPACE 

Central,  fully  equipped  rooms,  great  gear, 
cool  space.  Dave  416-465-8748;  416-731- 
5497. 


DOWNTOWN  PARKING  AVAILABLE 

Indoor  parking  in  a  modern  condo  build- 
ing w/security.  60  Homewood,  between 
Carlton  &  Maitland.  $60  p/month  or  1  year 
for  $600.  For  info  call  (416)  530-9717. 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 

INDOOR  ELECTRIC  GRILL 

Product  Lean  Mean  FAT  Grilling  Machine 
George  Foreman,  two  sides  cooking, 
large  grilling  surface  MXlOinch.  Bought 
at  $150,  rarely  used,  like  new,  $75.00, 
416-924-7258. 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  -i-. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  1  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (messaged 


WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compuflow.  416/539-9443. 

PUBLIC  SPEAKING 

Increase  confidence,  credibility',  cha- 
risma. Practice  skills:  best  body  language, 
dynamic  voice,  professional  language 
and  more.  Complimentary  book.  Patricia, 
motivational  speaker  416-763-2540. 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropology. 
Business,  Commerce,  Drama,  East 
Asian  Studies,  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessav@sbellnet.ca 


TUTOR  FOR  ESSAY  WRITERS 

Certified  teacher  [M.A.].  Get  the  help 
you  need!  Humanities  and  ESLstudents. 
For  appointment  call  416-503-2010  or  e- 
mail  glenn7777@idirect.com 

COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C,  C-i-H,  Data  Structures.  Tutoring. 
Exam  Review,  Programming  Lessons.  Ed 
416-785-5115  students  @cstutoring.com 

MATHEMATICS  TUTORING 

Calculus,  Linear  Algebra,  etc.  -  private 
tutoring,  $16  for  one  and  a  half  hours, 
Marvin  Hersh,  416-534-3736.  (Have  an 
A  in  Math  157Y,  was  a  Math  TA,  am  very 
patient). 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  COPY 
EDITOR  &  WRITING  COACH 

Academic  papers.  thesis,  and 
articles.  APA  style  a  specialty.  Mar>- 
Ann  Carswell.  Member  Editor's 
Association  of  Canada.  416-469-6784. 
mcarswell@sympatico.ca. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00  for 
non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including 
spaces)  of  BOLDtypeforthead  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission, 
no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue -Thursday  noon,  for 
Thursday  issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 
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UNCLE  HECTOR  COMICS  by  Dan  Phelps 
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BOOK 


PART  I 

The  Central  and 
Superuniverses 

PART  II 

The  Local  Universe 


The  Histor)'  of  Urantia 


The  Life  and 
Teachings  of  Jesus 
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PART  II 


The  Local  Universe 
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The  History  of  Urantia 

PART  IV 

The  Life  and  Teachings  of  Jesus 


URANTIA. 


URANTIA 
FOUNDATION 


FINAL  EMM  ~  $25,000 
OPEN  BOOK  CONTEST 

17 -22  years  of  age  only 
250  Multiple  Choice  questions  on 
Papers  141  to  187  (424  pages) 

of 

The  URANTIA  BOOK 
for  more  details  please  visit . . . 

www.eventodaward.com 
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A  Left  and  a 
Right:  Rae  and 
Manning  square 
off  on  democracy 


byNUZHATKHURDSHID 


Canadian  political  heavyweights 
Preston  Manning  and  Bob  Rae  ad- 
dressed a  jam-packed  audience 
Thursday  evening  on  the  merits  of 
democracy.  Manning,  founder  of  the 
Reform  Party  and  Rae,  ex-premier  of 
Ontario,  graced  the  Victoria  College 
Chapel  with  an  enlightening  and 
interactive  discussion  entitled  "A 
Public  Conversation  on  the  Future  of 
Canadian  Democracy." 

After  brief  introductions  by  vari- 
ous university  officials,  including 
President  Robert  Birgeneau  and  the 
Principal  of  Victoria  College,  the 
politicians  took  the  stage  for  15  min- 
utes each  to  expound  their  personal 
beliefs  about  the  future  of  Canadian 
government. 

It  was  evident  that  Rae  was  the 
more  pragmatic  of  the  two,  as  he 
presented  a  rather  Hobbesian  view 
of  human  motivation  and  the  'Cali- 
fornia phenomenon'  that  was  the 
Schwartzenegger/recall:  "We  in 
Canada  sit  back  and  say,  'That  would 
never  happen  here.'  Well,  1  have  news 
for  you...  it's  the  commercial  side  of 
[politics],  it's  the  celebritory  side 
and  it's  the  side  in  which  people  have 
very  little  sense  of  loyalty."  He  cited 
this  "cult  of  celebrity"  and  television 
for  the  record-low  voter  turnout  in 
the  provincial  elections. 

Furthermore,  Rae  stressed  the 
need  for  leaders  to  balance  this 
"self-interest  all  around  us...  with 
a  simple  concept  that's  called  the 
public  good." 

In  contrast,  Manning  advocated 
the  importance  of  honest  "democrat- 
ic discourse"  and  the  need  to  "use 


democracy  itself  to  fix  democracy." 
Instead  of  shaking  our  heads  at  the 
lack  of  interest  shown  in  politics  by 
youth,  politicians  should  "connect 
our  political  process  and  structure 
to  what  they  are  interested  in,  not 
the  other  way  around,"  he  said. 

"1  think  what's  the  missing  ingredi- 
ent... is  idealism  and  passion,"  he 
emphasized,  "democracy,  in  the  final 
analysis,  is  not  just  structure,  it's  an 
ideal.  It's  the  idea  that  the  ordinary 
person  is  of  great  significance  and 
worth."  If  politics  are  presented  in 
a  meaningful  way,  democracy  would 
be  revitalized  and,  ultimately,  "the 
people  will  back  you,"  he  added. 

During  the  debating  period  imme- 
diately afterward.  Manning  was  on 
the  defensive  while  Rae  interrogated 
him  about  his  purpose  behind  creat- 
ing the  Reform  Party  in  1987.  Rae 
wanted  to  clarify  their  differences 
in  opinion  "in  case  people  think  we 
agree  on  everything — which  does 
far  more  harm  to  my  reputation  than 
yours,"  he  began,  half-jokingly. 

Rae  then  accused  Manning  of 
splitting  the  Conservatives  into  two 
feuding  camps  with  the  creation  of  a 
new  party,  thus  giving  free  reign  to 
a  Liberal  majority  government  since 
1993.  "It's  not  the  power  of  ideology," 
Rae  pointed  out  deflatingly,  "it's  the 
power  of  numbers." 

Rae  also  raised  the  issue  of  the 
media's  negative  influence  on  demo- 
cratic principles,  stating  that  the 
press  is  especially  incriminated  in 
the  "dumbing  down  process  that 
takes  place...  and  politicians  are 
very  reluctant  to  talk  about  it  be- 
cause as  soon  as  you  talk  about  it 
the  journalists  who  are  watching  you 


MINI  DANGER 

Crossfire,  U  of  T-style:  Former  premier  Bob  Rae  (top)  took  on  ex-Reform  Party  leader  Preston  Manning 


say,  'You're  just  attacking  the  media 
because  you  don't  like  what  we  say 
about  you.'" 

Manning  also  contributed  to 
the  media-bashing,  accusing  the 
press  of  exaggerating  facts  until 
"the  debate  becomes  between  two 
extremes  that  nobody  is  saying,  let 
alone  believes  in." 

In  the  ensuing  question  and  an- 
swer session  with  the  audience, 
the  issues  of  handling  crime  and 


regional  voting  were  raised.  One 
disgruntled  student  asked  how  the 
youth  are  expected  to  engage  them- 
selves in  politics  after  "spending 
four  or  five  years  in  the  anti-demo- 
cratic and  authoritarian"  institute 
of  university.  Manning  offered  some 
sympathy,  saying,  "I  do  think  that 
universities  could  do  more  to  foster 
democracy." 

Both  also  stressed  the  need 
for  Canada  to  "export  democracy 


abroad." 

"It  was  a  good  abstract  discussion 
on  the  state  of  Canadian  democracy," 
said  Kashif  Pirzada,  who  is  studying 
Medicine,  "although  1  think  their  own 
experience  in  the  political  system 
has  embittered  them — some  of  us 
like  the  status  quo." 

"I  would  say  they  both  are  prod- 
ucts of  a  homegrown  Canadian  so- 
cialism," said  Albert,  a  visitor  to  the 
school,  with  a  hint  of  pride. 


Deconstructing  deregulation: 
where  does  all  the  extra  money  go? 


byFEONCHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Statistics  Canada  has  recently  re- 
leased the  Post-secondary  Educa- 
tion Participation  Survey  (PEPS) 
indicating  that  students  with  family 
earnings  of  $80,000  and  up  are  more 
likely  to  pursue  post-secondary 
education  and  that  number  dwin- 
dles as  family  income  decreases. 
With  tuition  continually  on  the  rise, 
students  inevitably  face  increasing 
financial  challenges.  In  deregulated 
undergraduate  programs  such  as 
Commerce,  Computer  Science  and 


Engineering,  tuition  is  not  capped 
at  two  per  cent  as  in  other  regulated 
programs. 

Many  opponents  of  deregulation, 
including  Joel  Duff,  Ontario  Chair- 
person for  Canadian  Federation  of 
Students,  argue  that  there  are  no 
benefits  to  deregulation  and  that 
it  simply  allows  the  government  to 
justify  unlimited  tuition  increase. 
Duff  also  says  that  deregulation  is 
bogus,  claiming  that  increases  in 
tuition  will  not  improve  the  quality 
of  university  education  nor  attract 
better  students,  since  many  will  not 
be  able  to  afford  it. 


"It's  simply  a  reduce  in  govern- 
ment funding.  It's  transferring  the 
responsibility  from  society  to  the 
individual.  It  ultimately  means  that 
the  rich  will  have  better  access 
while  the  poor  gets  left  behind... it's 
just  discriminatory,"  says  Duff. 

While  the  question  of  equal  oppor- 
tunity to  post-secondary  education 
remains  debatable,  what  is  certain 
is  that  more  people  are  going  to  uni- 
versity. Statistics  show  that  student 
enrollment  over  the  past  10  years  at 
U  of  T  has  increased  from  44,371  in 
1992  to  47,265  in  2002. 

This  past  summer,  many  double 


cohort  students  were  worried  that 
there  would  not  be  enough  spots  for 
them  this  year.  With  more  students 
attending  university  and  at  the  same 
time,  paying  higher  tuition  fees,  the 
question  becomes  whether  they  are 
really  getting  a  better  education, 
especially  those  in  deregulated  un- 
dergraduate programs. 

According  to  Wendy  Rotenberg, 
an  associate  professor  of  accounting 
and  finance  and  director  of  the  Com- 
merce and  Finance  Program  at  U  of 
T,  Commerce  students  are  certainly 
getting  a  better  education.  In  a  pub- 
lic statement,  Rotenberg  explains 
the  increase  in  resources  will  "pro- 
vide students  with  state-of-the-art 
classrooms,  attract  and  retain  the 
best  faculty,  enhance  our  curricu- 
lum, support  an  engaging  student 
community  and  provide  services 


comparable  to  those  enjoyed  by 
students  at  other  leading  business 
schools."  Rotenberg  emphasizes 
that  while  Commerce  students  pay 
$8,000  per  year  for  tuition,  it  is 
nevertheless  lower  that  what  other 
students  pay  at  Queen's  or  Richard 
Ivey  School  of  Business  at  Western. 
Moreover,  she  points  out  that  "30 
per  cent  of  all  tuition  increases  go 
toward  student  aid." 

According  to  Sarah  Mansour,  a 
fourth-year  Commerce  student  and 
the  president  of  the  U  of  T  Finance 
Association,  there  have  been  new 
changes  in  the  Commerce  program 
such  as  a  new  COM  110  course  and 
a  new  alumni  "buddy  system"  pro- 
gram for  fourth-year  students.  As 
well,  she  mentions  many  MBA  level 

See  CASH  on  page 4 
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students:  While  you  are  here,  stop  at  the  Hall  Porter's  Desk 
and  enter  to  win  a  DELL  LAPTOP  computer  Draw  October  31st . 


Wednesday,  October  15 

Amateur  Radio  Course  in  Basic  Radio  -  6-9pm. 

Bridge  Club -El  Bridge  Lessons,  6:30-10pm  in  the  Debates  Room.  First 

lesson  of  the  year!  New  members  welcome. 

TRIVIA  CHALLENBE-  Refreshments,  Cash  Bar,  Hot  and  Cold  Mors  d'oeuvres, 
dessert,  great  prizes.  Mix  and  mingle.  Test  your  trivia  knowledge.  6pm 
reception,  7pm  Challenge.  Great  Hall.  Tickets  at  the  Hall  Porter's  Desk  or 
call  416.978.2452.  Open  to  alumni  members,  recent  grads  and  students  of 
UofT.  $15  alumni  members  and  UofT  Alumni/$10  students. 

Thursday,  October  16 

Writing  Club  presented  by  Lit  &  Lib,  4-6pm  in  the  Bickersteth  Room.  Free. 
Investment  Club  Speaker  Series -Mc\[Be\  Herring,  CFA,  "The  Real  World 
of  Fixed  Income",  6pm  in  the  East  Common  Room.  Refreshments.  Passport 
Event. 

Art  Committee  Education  5e/'/es-  Author,  Joan  Murray,  speaks  on  Lawren 
Harris:  An  Introduction  to  His  Life  and  Art.  6:30pm  in  the  Music  Room. 
DJ  Nite-^pm  to  Midnight  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Licensed. 

Friday,  October  17 

Chess  Club  -  Join  the  Hart  House  Chess  Club  for  open  play  from  4-lOpm 

every  Friday  in  the  Reading  Room. 

Amateur  Radio  Course  in  Advanced  Radio,  5-9pm. 

Jazz  at  Oscars  -  Kory  Livingstone,  'Rat  Pack'  style  jazz,  9pm  to  Midnight 

in  the  Arbor  Room.  Licensed.  No  cover. 

Saturday,  October  18 

Cider  'n'  Song  at  Hart  House  Farm- Make  cider,  hiking,  sauna,  baseball, 
soccer.  Lunch  and  dinner.  Buses  leave  Hart  House  10:30am.  Depart  from 
Farm  7pm.  Tickets  before  Thurs.  Oct,16  $24  with  bus  $19  without:  after 
Oct.  6  $29  with  bus  $24  without.  Tickets  at  Hail  Porter's  Desk.  Families  & 
children  welcome.  Children's  rates  available.  Please  register  early. 
Camera  -  Workshop  "Getting  the  Most  Out  of  Your  Camera",  llam-4pm  in 
the  Reading  Room.  Sign  up  at  the  Hall  Porters  Desk.  $5. 

Sunday,  October  19 

Algonquin  Square  Table  -  1pm  in  the  Meeting  Room.  Alt  welcome. 
Sunday  Concert-  Eckhardt  Gramatte  Winner,  violinist,  Kerry  Du  Wors, 
3pm  in  the  Great  Hail.  Free.  Ail  welcome. 

ART  416.978.8398 

TheJustina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery-  Nobuo  Kubota,  "Video  Lab:  Loop  Holes: 
sound  poetry  installation.  "Radio  Chamber",  'sound'  installation.  Runs  to 
Nov.  6. 

The  Arbor  Room- iacek  Gwizdha.  Photographs.  Runs  to  Oct.  19. 

ATHLETICS  416.978.2447 

Register  in  Membership  Services  Office  for  Golf  Clinics  in  the  Hart  House 
Golf  Cage.  Beginner  and  Intermediate  classes  offered  with  class  A  profes- 
sional instructor,  Jennifer  Kimmons. 
Coventry  Cup  Squash  Tournament-  Oct.  24, 5- 11pm  and  Oct.  25, 
10;20am-5pm.  Beginners,  Intermediate,  and  Varsity  for  men  and  women. 
$19.  Register  in  the  Hart  House  Membership  Services  Office  or  the  Main 
Office  at  Athletic  Centre. 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  Office:  416.978.8668 
www.harthousetheatre.ca 
Discover  off-Broadway  on-campus.  Order  your  3Piay  ($36/$30)  subscrip- 
tion and  get  one  free  ticket  to  THE  IBSEN  PROJECT  -  three  Ibsen  plays, 
three  evenings,  three  star-studded  professional  casts  directed  by  John 
Neville  and  Graham  Cozzubbo. 

One  week  only:  Oct  24-26  (Fn-Sun)  at  8pm.  $25/$15  students  &  seniors. 
Oct  24  ~  Little  Eyolf,  Oct  25  -  John  Gabriel  Borkman,  Oct  26  -  When  We  Dead 
Awaken 

Best  value  -  take  advantage  of  our  3Play  subscription!  Call  for  details. 
Nov  13-22,  the  Toronto  Premiere  of  Lorena  Gale's  ANGELIQUE,  directed  by 
Eric  Rose. 


Fab  Five  mayoral  candidates 
hit  U  of  T  tomorrow  for  debate 

The  Varsity  is  hosting  a  mayoral  debate  this  Thursday  at  Hart 
House  from  ^  p.m.  to  5  p.m.  Here's  a  look  at  who  will  he  there. 


by  LESLEY  TRITES 

VARSITY  STAFF 


BARBARA  HALL 

The  current  front-runner  of  the 
race,  Barbara  Hall  was  mayor  of  the 
old,  pre-amalgamated  Toronto  from 
1994  until  1997.  She  lost  to  Mel  Last- 
man  in  the  1997  election.  Before 
being  elected  as  mayor,  Hall  was  a 
city  councillor  for  nine  years.  Prior 
to  her  life  in  public  politics,  she  ran 
a  general  law  practice.  A  graduate 
of  Osgoode  Hall  Law  School,  Hall 
has  become  a  recognized  expert  on 
urban  issues.  She  served  as  chair  of 
the  National  Strategy  on  Commu- 
nity Safety  and  Crime  Prevention 
from  1997-2002,  where  she  led  a 
nation-wide  campaign  to  reduce 
crime  and  make  communities  safer 
and  healthier.  Hall  lives  in  Cabbag- 
etown  with  her  husband  Max. 

Hall's  policy  includes  an  "Arts 
Alive  Campaign"  to  revitalize 
arts  and  culture  in  Toronto  and  a 
promise  to  plant  one  million  new 
trees  before  the  end  of  her  term  as 
mayor.  She  plans  to  improve  transit 
and  freeze  transit  fares,  implement 
an  energy  action  plan  to  protect 
consumers  and  the  environment 
in  making  Toronto  a  cleaner  and 
healthier  city,  and  establish  a  pub- 
lic task  force  that  will  report  to  City 
Council.  Her  plans  also  include 
increasing  the  supply  of  permanent 
and  affordable  housing  in  the  city 
to  help  deal  with  homelessness,  in- 
stituting the  toughest  ethical  stan- 
dards in  North  America,  making 
Toronto  the  safest  big  city  in  North 
America,  and  implementing  "Clean- 
Sweep  Toronto:  Getting  Tough  on 
Litter  and  Graffiti." 


TOM  JAKOBEK 

Formerly  Toronto's  budget  chief, 
Tom  Jakobek  is  the  underdog  of 
the  current  race,  trailing  at  the 
polls.  Previously  a  city  councillor 
and  a  TTC  commissioner,  Jakobek 
took  a  break  from  politics  in  2000 
to  pursue  his  interest  in  health- 
care. During  this  time  he  served 
as  vice-president  of  Business 
and  Facility  Development  at  the 
Toronto  East  General  Hospital  and 
graduated  from  U  of  T  with  a  Mas- 
ters in  Health  Sciences  (the  only 
candidate  without  a  law  degree). 
Jakobek  lives  in  The  Beaches 
with  his  wife,  Deborah,  and  four 
children. 

Jakobek's  policy  centers  around 
a  new  financial  plan  to  restructure 
the  city's  finances  and  bring  a  zero 
tax  increase.  He  also  plans  to  im- 
prove Toronto's  air  quality,  create 
a  specialized  "Services  for  Elderly 
Persons  Office"  at  City  Hall  to  aid 
the  baby  boomer's  ascent  into  old 
age,  implement  an  educational  tax 
rebate  for  seniors,  hire  more  sum- 
mer students,  improve  the  TTC  by 
focusing  on  the  people  using  the 
existing  transit  system,  ensure 
that  homeless  people  are  getting 
the  medical  and  social  support 
they  need,  restructure  the  owner- 
ship of  Toronto's  waterfront  to  a 
single  ownership  structure,  and 
increase  park  and  green  space. 
He  hopes  to  find  more  funding 
for  maintenance  and  restoration 
of  historical  buildings  and  monu- 
ments, increase  arts  funding  with 
a  plan  that  will  require  almost 
$100  million,  support  for  small 
businesses,  and  make  the  safety 
of  women  and  children  a  priority. 


DAVID  MILLER 

The  other  left-leaning  candidate 
in  the  race  to  challenge  Hall,  David 
Miller  is  currently  a  west-end  city 
councillor.  Miller  is  known  for  ex- 
posing the  MFP  computer  leasing 
scandal.  He  stands  out  among  the 
candidates  because  of  his  strong 
opposition  to  the  expansion  of  the 
city's  island  airport.  A  graduate  of 
U  of  T's  Faculty  of  Law,  Miller  was 
a  partner  at  the  prominent  Toronto 
law  firm  Aird  &  Berlis  before  enter- 
ing politics.  Miller  lives  in  High 
Park  with  his  wife  and  two  young 
children. 

Miller's  policy  includes  protect- 
ing the  city's  neighbourhoods  and 
fostering  an  open,  honest,  and 
accountable  government  through 
the  creation  of  an  Annual  Mayor's 
Report.  He  plans  to  bring  a  greater 
share  of  provincial  and  federal 
taxes  to  the  city,  restore  the  TTC, 
promote  equity  and  support 
Toronto's  diversity,  strengthen  the 
city's  investment  in  the  arts  and 
make  it  more  film-friendly,  increase 
funding  for  the  arts  by  way  of  a  hotel 
levy,  establish  a  mayor's  council  on 
arts  and  culture,  create  a  "cultural 
metropass,"  and  implement  a  "Clean 
City"  plan. 

JOHN  NUNZLATA 

Former  Member  of  Parliament 
John  Nunziata  is  on  the  right  side  of 
centre. 

A  graduate  of  Osgoode  Hall  Law 
School,  Nunziata  has  served  on  the 
finance,  industry,  and  justice  stand- 
ing committees  of  the  House  of 
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Commons.  He's  known  for  standing 
up  to  Prime  iVlinister  Chretien  in  1996 
over  tfie  Liberals'  failure  to  keep  their 
promise  to  eliminate  GST  and  subse- 
quently leaving  the  Liberal  Caucus  to 
serve  as  an  independent.  After  leav- 
ing federal  politics  in  2000,  he  joined 
Mandrake,  a  leading  Toronto-based 
consulting  firm.  Nunziata  lives  in 
Toronto  with  his  wife,  Caroline,  and 
three  children. 

Nunziata's  policy  centers  around 
a  "Getting  Toronto  Moving  Again" 
plan,  which  includes  a  commitment 
to  freeze  taxes,  reducing  the  size  of 
the  City  Hall  bureaucracy,  conduct- 
ing a  top-to-bottom  review  of  all 
city  spending  using  a  zero-based 
budgeting  approach  and  bringing 
tourists  back  to  Toronto.  He  also 
wants  to  further  the  growth  of  the 
film  and  television  industries,  add 
400  new  police  officers,  expand  the 


subway  lines  to  York  University  and 
Pearson  International  Airport  and 
clean  up  communities  and  parks. 
Nunziata  also  suggests  transforming 
Ontario  Place  into  Toronto's  new  fo- 
cal point,  promoting  Toronto  as  the 
"city  of  festivals,"  and  helping  home- 
less people. 

JOHN  TORY 

A  long  time  Conservative,  John 
Tory  was  President  and  CEO  of 
Rogers  Cable  until  he  launched  his 
mayoral  bid  earlier  this  year.  Yet 
another  graduate  of  Osgoode  Hall 
Law  School,  Tory  has  also  worked 
as  a  reporter,  interviewer,  and  news- 
caster for  two  local  radio  stations. 
Tory  has  a  plethora  of  community 
volunteer  involvement  to  his  credit, 
including  work  with  the  Association 
of  Fundraising  Professionals,  acting 
as  Vice-Chair  of  the  Canadian  Film 
Centre,  and  his  position  as  Chairman 


of  the  Board  of  the  Canadian  Football 
League.  Tory  lives  on  Bloor  Street 
East  with  his  wife,  Barbara,  and  has 
four  children. 

Tory's  policy  includes  a  commit- 
ment to  the  values  of  tolerance  and 
caring  and  more  action  and  less 
talk  to  fight  for  a  safer  Toronto.  He 
plans  to  clean  up  the  city's  finances 
and  achieve  a  freeze  on  property 
taxes,  continue  waste  reduction 
and  improve  recycling,  confront 
the  homelessness  issue,  create  a 
regional  body  to  oversee  transit  and 
traffic  planning,  achieve  an  open  and 
accountable  City  Hall,  improve  af- 
fordability  and  accessibility  of  public 
spaces,  and  better  equip  city  police. 
He  hopes  to  use  city  festivals  Pride 
Week  and  Caribana  to  help  the  city 
recover  from  SARS  with  support  from 
all  three  levels  of  government,  reallo- 
cate existing  tax  dollars  and  give  the 
city  its  fair  share,  and  improve  the 
condition  of  public  schools. 


Meningitis  clinic  begins  today 


fayJAE-YEON-LIM 


A  meningitis  clinic  will  be  held  on 
the  ground  floor  of  the  Medical  Sci- 
ences Building  Today  and  tomorrow 
from  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  and  from  10 
a.m.  to  4  p.m.  respectively  to  ad- 
minister vaccination  for  U  of  T  stu- 
dents. A  potentially  deadly  disease, 
meningitis  claims  the  lives  of  about 
10  per  cent  of  its  victims  or  causes 
permanent  damage. 

Just  as  devastating  is  how  easily 
it  can  be  spread.  Any  form  of  direct 
human  to  human  contact,  such  as 
sharing  drinks,  kissing,  or  breathing 
second-hand  smoke  may  transmit 
infected  bacteria  from  carrier  to  the 
next  victim. 

"A  lot  of  things  we  do  in  everyday 
life  may  spread  the  bacteria  from 
one  person  to  another,  and  really 
the  best  way  [to  prevent  it]  is  the 
vaccine,"  said  Dr.  Ron  Gold,  medical 
advisor  of  the  Canadian  Meningitis 
Research  Foundation. 

The  latest  local  outbreak  of  menin- 
gitis was  in  Kitchener-Waterloo  area 
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in  1998  resulting  in  the  infection 
of  six  people.  College  students  are 
one  of  the  most  susceptible  groups 
to  meningitis,  due  to  the  crowded 
environment  and  a  relatively  vigor- 
ous lifestyle.  In  particular,  first-year 
students  are  more  at  risk,  and  even 
more  so  if  in  dorms. 

The  meningitis  clinic  running  on 
Oct.  15  and  16  at  Medical  Sciences 
Building  will  provide  Menomune 
A/C/Y/W-135  for  the  price  of  $90.00, 
which  is  not  covered  by  OHIP.  The 
vaccination  will  provide  protection 
against  four  serogroups  of  menin- 


gitis (A,  C,  Y,  and  W-135),  which  is 
effective  for  up  to  five  years.  The 
vaccination  is  highly  recommended 
for  students  at  risk,  especially  first- 
year  students. 

Kirsten  Mansworth,  a  spokesper- 
son for  Fleishman  Hillard,  who  are 
helping  organize  the  event,  noted, 
"Definitely  this  year  the  drive  be- 
hind it  [vaccination]  is  with  the 
double  cohort  coming  to  univer- 
sity— there's  a  greater  density  of 
people  living  together  in  the  same 
place. . .  It's  important  this  year  than 
ever." 
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News 


My  kind  of  charity  work:  Gainers  put  tlieir  arcade  skills  to  work  in  order  to  raise  money  for  autism 
research  at  Richmond  and  John  Streets  on  Friday. 
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courses  have  been  brought  down  to 
the  undergraduate  level.  Mansour 
admits  she  is  aware  of  the  many 
new  improvements  in  the  program 
but  questions  whether  the  cost  is 
justified. 

"I  can't  exactly  say  I  know  where 
all  the  money  is  going,  but  I  know 
there  have  been  changes  since  I  was 
in  first  year.  Our  education  at  Rot- 
man  for  a  commerce  undergrad  is 
a  really  strong,  solid  education... it's 
definitely  improved  but  it's  a  lot  to 
pay  and  I  wouldn't  say  that  paying 
that  much  money  is  warranted," 
says  Mansour. 

Likewise,  Michael  Sivilia  and 
Wilfred  Villegas,  both  fourth-year 
Computer  Science  students,  are  con- 
fident about  their  education  here  at 
U  of  T.  They  both  feel  the  Computer 
Science  program  is  rigorous,  highly 
competitive  and  well  prepared  for 
the  real  world.  They  agree  there 
have  been  positive  changes  in  the 
curriculum  but  like  Mansour,  they 
feel  that  tuition  is  simply  too  high 
and  are  grateful  this  is  their  last 
year. 

"Going  to  [U  of  T]  is  competitive 
and  in  a  way,  you  are  kinda  set  for 
the  real  world.  Lots  of  assignments 
but  the  education  is  good,"  says  Siv- 
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ilia.  However,  he  also  notes  "Tuition 
is  definitely  too  high,  it's  getting  out 
of  hand  and  lots  of  students  won't 
be  able  to  afford  it  and  I'm  already 
on  OSAP.  Luckily  this  is  my  last 
year  and  I  don't  have  to  come  back." 
Villegas  agrees.  "Yeah,  we  get  the 
new  building  and  everything,  we 
get  some  new  computers  too  but 
those  computers  are  always  being 
used... when  assignments  come  in, 
there  are  always  line-ups  like  there's 
never  enough." 

Furthermore,  a  full-time  student 
in  the  Computer  Science  Program 
pays  the  same  program  fees  wheth- 
er s/he  takes  three  courses  or  six 
courses.  Rini  Ghosh,  President  of 
ASSU,  points  out  a  problem  with 
the  system.  "If  1  take  three  courses  a 
year  and  1  need  20  credits  to  gradu- 
ate, that's  over  six  years  of  school. 
And  6  years... 1  have  to  pay  so  much 
money  for  one  degree,"  says  Ghosh. 

Eugene  Fiume,  chair  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Computer  Science,  believes 
otherwise.  "This  is  a  tricky  question 
but  at  the  end  of  the  day,  it  essen- 
tially comes  down  to  a  program  cost 
and  not  a  course  cost.  If  you  chop  it 
up  per  course  and  look  at  it  that  way, 
it  does  become  funny.  But  at  the 
end,  you  get  a  degree  in  Computer 
Science  and  it's  that  that  is  really  en- 
abling. It's  no  one  course  but  a  whole 
program,"  he  explains. 

Fiume  emphasizes  that  the  extra 
resources  allows  the  department 
to  hire  the  best  quality  instruc- 
tors for  Computer  Science.  That  is, 
permanent  lecturers,  not  part-time 
graduate  student  lecturers,  teach 
all  of  the  first  and  second  year 
courses  and  they  are  the  ones  who 
know  how  to  teach  and  motivate 
students.  Secondly,  the  department 
also  hires  a  number  of  outstanding 
researchers  to  teach  for  third  and 
fourth  year  courses  where  the  cur- 
riculum focuses  on  research-based 
learning,  which  prepares  students 
for  graduate  school  and  the  job 
market. 

"We  can  talk  about  numbers,  stu- 
dent ratios,  classrooms,  couches, 
computers  and  things  like  that, 
but  it's  really  about  the  quality  of 
people  we  can  hire  to  work  with  our 
students  that  makes  the  difference," 
says  Fiume.  He  adds,  "Our  student 
evaluations  [from  ASSU]  have  cer- 
tainly gone  up.  And  there  are  some 
courses  that  are  so  popular  that  we 
do  have  to  put  caps  on  them... they 
are  in  such  high  demand  that  they 
can  be  put  in  Con  Hall  but  the  qual- 
ity would  be  reduced." 

Fiume  also  wants  students  to  un- 
derstand that  the  relationship  be- 
tween tuition  increase  and  changes 
in  the  program  is  not  obvious  and 
direct.  "The  connection  between 
tuition  and  a  specific  service  is  very 
indirect  because  that's  not  the  way 
things  work.  A  considerable  part  of 
tuition  goes  to  student  assistance 
and  other  things.  You  can't  really 
have  a  dollar  increase  in  tuition  to  a 
specific  initiative,"  explains  Fiume. 

Statistics  show  that  in  2000-2001, 
the  median  class  size  for  first  year 
Arts  and  Science  at  U  of  T  was  24 
(this  means  that  half  of  the  classes 
had  fewer  than  24  students  and 
half  had  more  than  24  students): 
for  second  year:  44;  for  third  year: 
29;  for  fourth  year:  9.  A  year  later  in 
2001-2002,  the  median  for  first  year 
was  27;  for  second  year:  47;  for  third 
year:  31  and  for  fourth  year:  9. 

As  well,  there  are  more  classes 
that  have  more  than  500  people  in 
the  year  2001-2002  (1.9%)  than  in 
1997-1998  (0.9%).  Finally  U  of  T  had 
the  highest  student-to-faculty  ratio 
in  the  year  2001  compared  with  uni- 
versities such  as  Washington,  Cali- 
fornia-Berkeley North  Carolina  and 
other  universities  in  the  States. 
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Silent  majority:  only  six  per  cent 
of  students  vote  in  by-election 

Nursing  candidates  tie  with  one  vote  each 


by  GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Last  Friday's  SAC  by-elections 
saw  a  record  number  of  students 
vote — six  per  cent. 

Ttie  by-elections  were  to  fill 
spots  on  the  SAC  board  of  direc- 
tors, as  well  as  two  vice-president 
spots  on  the  SAC  executive.  Dylan 
Rae  was  elected  as  VP  Student  Life, 
while  Gengiz  Seyhun  was  voted  VP 
for  the  University  of  Toronto  at 
Mississauga. 

Howard  Tarn,  SAC  VP  University 
Affairs,  said  "it  was  a  fairly  quiet 
election  considering  the  positions 
being  decided."  The  other  posi- 
tions, on  the  board  of  directors, 
included  representatives  for  OlSE, 
the  Music  faculty,  Nursing,  the 
Transitional  Year  Program,  two 
spots  for  Woodsworth  College,  six 
spots  on  the  UTSC  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, and  two  spots  on  the  UTM 
Board  of  Directors. 

The  by-election  also  included  a 
referendum  on  whether  the  U  of  T 
Women's  Centre  should  receive  a 
levy  increase.  The  increase  was  de- 


nied in  a  close  vote  of  695  in  favour 
of  the  increase  to  733  against. 

Tarn  said  that  the  high  turnout — 
in  previous  years,  by-elections 
held  at  this  time  of  year  attracted 
only  a  few  hundred  students,  ver- 
sus more  than  2,000  this  year — was 
a  result  of  the  large  number  of  posi- 
tions up  for  grabs. 

"It  definitely  increased  the  turn- 
out," he  said.  "For  us,  candidates 
are  the  best  promotions  for  elec- 
tions themselves.  More  candidates 
increase  the  overall  turnout." 

Gengiz  Seyhun,  Vice-President 
Elect  for  UTM,  agreed  that  "the 
turnout  was  quite  amazing — com- 
pared to  other  years,  it's  been  the 
biggest  turnout,  especially  for  a 
by-election."  He  also  said  that  stu- 
dents had  a  clearer  understanding 
of  the  issues  and  the  candidates 
because  there  were  fewer  of  them 
now  than  during  the  free-for-all 
that  accompanies  the  spring  elec- 
tions. "During  regular  elections," 
he  said,  "students  can  feel  over- 
whelmed." 

There  were  some  election  oddi- 
ties; the  Transitional  Year  Program 


(TYP),  which  has  only  58  students 
in  it,  had  seven  candidates  running 
to  represent  it — in  other  words,  12 
percent  of  the  constituents  were 
running  as  candidates.  The  winner, 
Tichoana  Maxwell  Matabvu,  won 
with  22  votes.  The  voter  turnout 
among  TYP  students  was  an  out- 
standing 85  per  cent. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  scale,  the 
Nursing  faculty  had  only  two  candi- 
dates: Andrew  Blinn  and  Anya  Lis. 
They  tied  with  just  one  vote  each, 
so  the  position  will  be  decided  with 
a  coin  toss  next  week. 

There  were  several  acclama- 
tions, including  Bryan  Timm,  who 
will  be  the  new  rep  for  OlSE,  Shan- 
non Emmet  who  will  represent  the 
Music  faculty,  and  two  UTM  Board 
of  Directors  positions  were  given  to 
Jason  Mohyla  and  Rob  Rivers. 

The  results  of  the  by-election 
were  announced  at  7  p.m.  last  Fri- 
day night  in  the  UC  Junior  Common 
Room.  Most  candidates  were  not 
in  attendance,  but  Tam  said  that 
"there  was  the  usual  cheering  and 
hooting  after  we  announced  the 
winners.  People  were  fairly  civil." 


New  VP  Student  Life  Dylan  Rae  relaxes  after  his  by-election  win. 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 


SAC  elections  still  soured 
by  shenanigans 


by  JAMES  HUGHES 


Less  than  a  week  after  running  its 
first  by-election  of  the  academic 
year,  SAC's  elections  committee 
has  become  mired  in  scandal  and 
accusations.  With  members  of  the 
group  accusing  each  other  of  par- 
tiality and  slander,  the  question 
of  whether  a  committee  member 
will  be  censured  for  his  actions 
remains  unanswered. 

The  committee's  woes  began 
back  on  Sept.  30,  when  one  of  it's 
members,  SAC  Deputy  Director 
Ben  Bach,  got  an  inside  tip  that 
longtime  student  political  adver- 


sary Alex  Kerner  was  considering 
a  run  at  an  uncontested  seat  on  the 
SAC  Board  of  Directors.  Bach  de- 
cided to  send  out  an  e-mail  solicit- 
ing other  students  to  run  against 
Kerner  in  a  violation  of  the  SAC 
elections  code.  The  e-mail,  which 
eventually  found  its  way  on  the  U 
of  T  Liberal's  listserv,  invited  other 
students  to  get  their  nominations 
in  for  the  seat  on  time,  so  that 
"Kerner  [wasn't]  acclaimed."  The 
original  recipients  of  the  e-mail 
remain  unknown,  as  the  salutation 
is  simply  "Hey  Guys." 

Despite  a  provision  in  part  7-1 
of  the  SAC  elections  code  that 


reads:  "All  members  of  Elections 
Committee  shall  act  impartially 
during  the  period  of  elections," 
Bach  contends  he  has  done  noth- 
ing wrong.  In  a  statement  to  the 
Varsity  defending  his  actions.  Bach 
claims  he  carried  out  his  duties  as 
a  member  of  the  elections  commit- 
tee with  "the  utmost  integrity."  He 
does  however  admit  in  the  same 
statement  that,  "[he]  didn't  want 
[Kerner]  acclaimed  to  the  board-it 
didn't  have  to  do  with  his  politics." 
When  questioned  as  to  why  he  was 
opposed  to  Kerner's  acclaimation. 

Continued  on  next  page 
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Queen's  TAs  seek  union 
status,  sign  up  in  droves 


byALINAOLSHENITSKY 

VARSITY  STAFF  


Enthusiasm  to  form  a  teacher's  as- 
sistant union  at  Queen's  University 
is  on  the  rise.  Some  voices  at  U  of  T, 
however,  are  not  so  enthusiastic. 

The  campaign  for  unionizing 
Queen's  TA's  started  a  month  ago, 
and  already  more  than  400  TA's 
have  signed  up  in  favour  of  the 
union.  "It  is  truly  encouraging  to 
see  the  amount  of  interest  and 
support  the  TA's  are  showing  in 
the  union  membership  drive,"  says 
Chris  Churchill,  chair  of  Queen's 
University  TA's  for  Unionization 
(QUTU). 

Churchill  says  that  recent  suc- 
cessful union  drives  at  Ryerson 
and  Windsor  have  been  influential 
in  the  Queen's  campaign.  "They 
show  that  the  union  is  an  option 
that  allows  TA's  to  address  their 
concerns  and  issues  in  a  more  or- 
ganized and  successful  manner." 

Derek  Blackadder,  an  organizer 
with  the  Canadian  Union  of  Public 
Employees  (CUPE)  which  is  the 
umbrella  union  for  TA's  in  Canada, 
says  that  the  two  main  issues  facing 
TA's  these  days  is  increased  work- 
load (especially  due  to  the  double 
cohort)  and  tuition  fees.  "From  our 
experience,"  says  Blackadder,  "col- 
lective bargaining  allows  TA's  to 
be  more  successful  in  addressing 


their  concerns.  Our  York  University 
members  have  successfully  fought 
to  have  their  tuition  fees  frozen 
since  the  early  nineties." 

But  the  local  picture  is  not  too 
exciting.  The  TA's  Union  at  U  of  T 
(CUPE  3902)  has  been  operating 
for  30  years,  and  members  say  that 
there  are  still  major  problems  with 
or  without  the  union.  Michael  Stick- 
ings,  a  Political  Science  TA  at  U  of 
T  says  that  although  CUPE  3902 
has  managed  to  grant  TAs  certain 
benefits,  there  are  issues  that  the 
university  simply  neglects  when  it 
comes  to  TAs.  "TAs  are  a  transient 
workforce  at  the  university.  New 
TAs  come  in,  older  ones  go  out. 
Since  we  don't  have  time  to  get 
actively  involved  in  the  union  (we 
are  busy  marking  students'  work, 
leading  tutorial,  and  dealing  with 
our  own  work),  the  university  takes 
advantage  of  us,"  says  Stickings. 

The  fact  that  TAs  are  such  a  tran- 
sient and  fragmented  workforce  at 
universities  is  the  main  problem 
for  Stickings.  "For  example,"  he 
says,  "if  the  auto  workers  decide  to 
strike,  the  whole  auto  business  will 
shut  down.  If  we  strike,  the  univer- 
sity will  keep  on  running  as  nothing 
is  happening." 

Another  issue  is  the  mounting 
workload  for  TAs,  says  Stickings. 
"The  union  can't  take  away  the 
double  amount  of  marking  and 


teaching  that  just  came  with  the 
double  cohort.  What  happens  is 
that  we  get  paid  an  hourly  wage  but 
end  up  doing  a  lot  more  work  than 
we  are  paid  for." 

Regardless  of  these  problems, 
TA's  unions  have  proved  to  pro- 
vide TAs  with  a  secure  collective 
bargaining  voice  within  universi- 
ties. Some  of  the  unions'  benefits 
include  decreased  tuition  fees, 
higher  hourly  wages,  access  to 
grievance  procedures,  protection 
from  discrimination,  increased  job 
security,  and  dental  health  plans. 

Joshua  Tabah,  the  external  rep- 
resentative of  CUPE  3902,  says 
that  the  main  challenge  to  the 
union  is  that  TAs  are  not  aware 
of  the  union's  responsiveness  to 
their  needs.  "Many  TAs  don't  come 
to  the  union  with  their  concerns 
because  they  don't  know  how  ef- 
fectively it  can  help  them,  and  they 
are  afraid  to  harm  their  relation- 
ship with  fellow  professors  and 
university  administrators,"  says 
Tabah.  "But  overall,  CUPE  3902  is 
thrilled  for  the  Queen's  campaign, 
and  we  hope  that  they  will  achieve 
their  goal." 

Under  the  Ontario  Labour  Rela- 
tions Act,  QUTU  must  sign  up  40 
per  cent  of  TAs  (or  more)  in  order 
to  conduct  a  vote  for  a  union.  The 
final  results  will  be  known  in  No- 
vember. 


Continued  from  previous  page 

he  said  Kerner  had  previously 
slandered  him  in  public.  When 
asked  if  he  felt  he  violated  the  elec- 
tions code,  Bach  didn't  respond  di- 
rectly, but  noted  that  he  would  not 
have  sent  the  e-mail  had  he  known 
it  was  going  to  be  made  public. 

"This  reflects  very  poorly  on 
the  [elections]  committee.  If  1 
were  running  in  the  elections,  1 
would  not  be  comfortable  having 
someone  who  expressed  such  a 
partisan  view  voting  on  appeals  or 
presiding  over  the  elections,"  said 
Alexandra  Artful-Dodger,  a  fellow 
committee  member  and  SAC's  VP 
Operations.  She  feels  that  by  send- 
ing out  an  e-mail  actively  fielding 
other  candidates  for  the  board 
seat,  Bach  was  discouraging  a  fel- 


low student  from  getting  involved 
in  the  student  political  process 
at  U  of  T.  "As  a  member  of  the 
Elections  Committee,  1  think  it's 
disastrous  that  any  other  member 
of  this  supposedly  impartial  body 
would  discourage  a  student  from 
running."  According  to  Artful- 
Dodger,  there  is  a  provision  that  al- 
lows for  a  member  of  the  elections 
committee  to  be  removed  by  a  vote 
in  the  event  of  improper  behavior, 
but  so  far  nobody  on  the  com- 
mittee has  made  such  a  motion. 
Artful-Dodger  also  has  concerns 
that  Bach  misrepresented  SAC  by 
signing  the  e-mail  as  a  Deputy  Di- 
rector of  the  council.  "By  emailing 
this  [message]  out,  and  signing  it 
as  Ben  did...l  think  he  misrepre- 


sented SAC,  and  the  elections  com- 
mittee." She  says  would  rather  see 
Bach  apologize  and  reaffirm  his 
commitment  to  impartiality  while 
sitting  on  the  elections  committee, 
rather  than  have  him  removed. 

Ultimately,  the  supposed  victim 
of  the  commotion,  Alex  Kerner, 
decided  against  running  for  the 
position,  and  the  race  for  the  nurs- 
ing seat  ended  up  being  between 
Andrew  Blinn  and  Anya  Lis  (see 
page  six).  Still,  Kerner  says  he  is 
disappointed  by  Bach's  attempt 
to  outmaneuver  him,  and  feels 
that  Bach  should  step  down.  "Mr. 
Bach  should  be  nowhere  near  any 
sort  of  elections  committee,  and 
1  hope  he  shows  good  sense  by 
resigning." 


THE  EmMm  ALEXANDRE  LECTUEE 

PHILOSOPHICAL  ASPECTS  OF  APHASIA 
THE  PEOGEAM  IN  KEUEOSCIENCE  DISTINGUISHED  LECTUKE 


UMWmSlTY  OF  MARYLAND 

The  Cognitive  Functions  of  Language:  Implications  for  and  from  Aphasia 

Friday,  October  24  at  4:10  pm  Sidney  Smith  Hall,  room  21 17 
refreshments  will  he  served  following  the  lecture 


Co-sponsored  by  the  Departments  of  Philosophy  and  Speech-Language  Pathology 
and  the  Collaborative  Program  in  Neuroscience 


Ffi,  17  Oct  2003,  8p 
University  of  Toronto 
Symphony  Orchestra 
&  Montreal  Conservatoire 
Orchestra 

Raffi  Armenian,  conductor 

R.  Strauss:  Also 
sprach  zarathustra 
Bela  Bartdk: 
Concerto  for 
Orchestra 
MacMillan  Theatre. 
$17  ($9  students) 
sponsored  by 

Sat,  18  Od  2003, 8p 
University  Women's  Oiorus 
Robert  Cooper,  conductor 

Knox  College 
Chapei. 

$12  (S6  students) 


Mon,  20  Oct  2003, 8p 

CHAMBER  MUSIC  SERIES 

Amid  Chamber 
Ensemble 

Crussel;  Quartet  No. 
2  in  C  minor 
A.  Stanlland;  Trio 
for  Oarinet,  Cello  and  Tape  (2003) 
Brahms:  Piano  Quartet  In  A 
Waiter  Hall 
$13  ($7  students) 


Sat  25  Oct  2003,  8p 
MacMillan  Singers 
Doreen  Rao,  conductor 

Music  by  Bach, 
Britten  and 
Bernstein 
Knox  College 
Chapel. 
$12  ($6  students) 


FREE  EVENTS 


THURSDAYS  AT  NOON 
Thu,  16  Oct  2003,  t2:10p 
Cost  fan  tutte:  Da  Ponte  s 
misunderstood  libretto 

Wd'ter  Hal!, 

Thu,  30  Oct  2003, 12:10p 
Music  and  Poetry 

Prokofiev;  War  and  Peace 
VVditer  Half. 


Mario„D^s,yidj2yskyJ?«idency 

Thu,  23  Oct 
2003, 7:30p 
Lecture:  Time, 
space  and  tim- 
bre. Room  330.  : 


Sun,  26  Oct  2003, 2:30p 
Chamber  Music  of  Mario 
Davtdovsky.  Walter  Hall. 


I 


Edward  Johnson  Buitding  •  80  Queen's  Park 
BOX  OFFICE:  416-978.3744 


WBU  139G 

Advanced  Course  in 
Applied  Statistical  Analysis 

(Fi*ee  transportation  provided) 

This  special  session  will  take  place  the  afternoon  of 
Saturday,  October  18,  2003.  Students  will  be  required 
to  analyze  historical  statistics  and  then  apply  their 
findings  in  the  real-world  setting  of  Woodbine 
Racetrack.  Free  bus  transportation*  will  be  provided 
from  the  cainpus,  and  a  $5  dollar  "Bet  or  Bite"  coupon" 
will  be  distributed.  In  addition,  anyone  attending  the 
event  will  receive  a  free  T-shirt,  a  chance  for  a  $1,000 
scholarship  and  a  30%  discount  in  the  Food  Court  just 
by  showing  their  student  card.  Students  who  wish  to 
pursue  further  learning  will  be  required  to  provide 
their  own  funds.  A  special  University  Cup  Race  will 
be  featured,  with  U  of  T,  Ryerson  and  York  being 
represented.  Tliis  course  is  a  FREE  offering  sponsored 
by  Edge  102.1  and  Woodbine  Racetrack.  Please  contact 
your  student  union  for  details  and  registration. 


U 


HiA/y.  427  &  Rexdale  Blvd.  416-675-RACE 
vuww.WoodbineEnteptainment.com 


*  Scaling  is  iimiled.  Bus  pickup  (imc  will  be  13:00  noon.  Musi  be  18  or  older  lo  waucr, 
$5  "Bel  or  Bite"  coupon  only  avatlaWc  on  the  bus. 
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Asbestos  problem  part  of  disturbing  trend 


TODAY'S  SPEAKER  WILL  DISCUSS  ASBESTOS  CONTAHIHATION. 


MED  STUDENTS  HAVE  A  GUEST  LECTURER, 


WED.  OCT.  1 5 
Men's  Rugby 
vs.  Trent -3  p.m. 

Back  Campus 

SAT.  OCT.  1 8 

Football 
vs.  Laurier-  2  p.m. 

Varsity  Stadium 

Men's  Lacrosse 
vs.  MoGiii  -  3  p.m. 

BacicCampus 


Women's  Hockey 
Marion  Hiiliard  Tournament 

Fri.  Oct.  17 
Blues  vs.  Oakville  -  8:30  p.m. 

Sun.  Oct.  19 
Blues  vs.  Teius  -  3  p.m. 

Varsity  Arena 


Check  our  www.varsityblues.ca  for  more  information. 
U  ofT  students  free  with  valid  Student  Card. 


EDITORIAL 


The  new  university  gates  at  College 
and  King's  College  Road  had  barely 
been  unveiled  before  they  were  saw 
the  appearance  of  a  15-foot  inflat- 
able rat,  last  week. 

The  rat  was  there  as  part  of  a  pro- 
test against  Impact  Services,  a  sub- 
contractor hired  to  remove  asbestos 
from  the  Medical  Science  building. 
Protestors  charged  that  the  workers 
haven't  been  properly  trained  for  the 
job,  putting  their  own  and  students' 
safety  at  risk.  And  they  say  that  U  of 
T's  penny-pinching  is  leading  their 
contractors  to  cut  corners. 

Cutting  corners  in  this  particular 
case  would  be  in  close  keeping  with 
a  larger  and  disturbing  trend  of  reck- 
lessness at  U  of  T  when  it  comes  to 
the  safety  of  its  facilities. 

In  1999  a  substantial  chunk  of  plas- 
ter fell  from  the  ceiling  of  Convoca- 
tion Hall.  Luckily  the  hall  was  empty 
at  the  time — if  it  had  happened 
during  a  class,  someone  could  have 
been  injured. 

In  the  late  1990's,  part  of  the  lime- 
stone parapet  at  the  top  of  the  60 
meter  physics  building  was  found 
"resting  on  a  ledge  fortuitously 
located  a  short  distance  below,"  ac- 
cording to  the  2002  Department  of 
Facilities  and  Services'  report.  "After 
investigation,  it  was  discovered  that 
the  majority  of  the  limestone  panels 
up  the  entire  height  of  the  15-storey 
tower  were  in  danger  of  falling  be- 
cause the  metal  clips  holding  them 
in  place  were  corroded  through." 

Why  are  these  things  happening? 
According  to  the  same  report,  it  is  "a 
direct  result  of  cutting  maintenance 
budgets  to  a  level  where  inspections 
became  a  luxury,  instead  of  part  of 
the  normal  operating  procedure." 
Despite  the  best  efforts  of  those 


responsible  for  campus  health  and 
safety,  cost  cutting  "meant  inspec- 
tions were  not  done,  records  not 
updated,  and  training  sessions  were 
limited." 

A  year  ago,  the  Ministry  of  La- 
bour investigated  U  of  T's  asbestos 
practices  and  found  some  problems. 
They  ordered  U  of  T  to  comply  with 
its  own  asbestos  control  policy  and 
to  make  sure  that  their  contrac- 
tors followed  procedure.  It  seems 
unlikely  the  ministry  would  have 
ordered  these  things  unless  U  of  T's 
contractors  were,  indeed,  breaking 
protocol. 

Which  brings  us  back  to  the  recent 
protest.  U  of  T's  director  of  capital 
projects  admitted  that  they  hadn't 
done  a  "rigorous"  inspection  of 
the  contractor  involved  in  the  Med 
Sci  asbestos  removal,  though  they 
were  poised  to  do  so  last  week.  Our 
question  is,  why  are  U  of  T's  health 
and  safety  practices  again  in  doubt, 
long  after  the  ministry  ordered  it  to 
shape  up? 

It  seems  once  again  that  U  of  T's 
global  ambitions,  laudable  as  they 
may  be,  are  causing  it  to  reach  be- 
yond its  means,  while  the  most  basic 
things  are  neglected.  There  are  now 
$300  million  dollars  worth  of  repairs 
that  are  past  due.  It's  not  a  lot  for  us 
to  ask  that  the  ceiling  not  cave  in  on 
us  when  we  attend  class,  and  that 
we  not  be  unnecessarily  exposed  to 
asbestos. 

It's  time  U  of  T  accepted  the  fact 
that  the  funding  shortfall  due  to 
many  years  of  provincial  cutbacks 
can't  be  magically  neutralized  by 
clever  re-jigging  of  its  own  budget. 
The  experiment  in  cutting  the  health 
and  safety  budget  was  a  failure — 
that  money  was  actually  needed. 
The  university  needs  to  ensure  the 
health  and  safety  of  its  students, 
staff,  and  faculty  before  reaching  for 
bigger  and  better  things. 


The  Book  Sale  October  24 -28 
The  28th  Annual  Sale  2003 

The  Friends  of  the  Library  Trinity  College 

Friday  October  24 

6  pm  -  1 0  prn 
(Admission  $3.00) 


Saturday  October  25 

10  am  -  8  pm 
Sunday  October  26 
Noon  -  8  pm 
Monday  October  27 
10  am  -  9  pm 
Tuesday  October  28 
!  0  am  -  9  pm 
(No  charge  for  admission 
Saturday  through  Tuesday) 


Trinity  College,  6  Hoskin  Avenue 
Seeley  Hall  -  main  building  upstairs 

cash  ■  cheque  ■  debit  card 
Amex  ■  Mastercard  •  Visa 


Subway  to 

St  Csorge ;  walk  south  one  block,  easi  one  and  a  halt  blo<  k.s 
Museum :  walk  south  and  west  around  the  corner 

information  416  •  978  •  6750 


380  Huron  Street,  Level  2  East 
Toronto,  ON  MjS  1J6 
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Political  prof 
will  be  missed 


A  brief  biography  of  Edward  Said 

(lC)^J-2003) 


byMARKSANAGAN 


If  you  are  student  of  religion, 
political  science,  history,  litera- 
ture, or  any  of  the  innumerable 
disciplines  that  examine  our 
contemporary  global  society, 
you  are  probably  aware  that 
three  weeks  ago  you  lost  a  giant 
in  your  field.  As  a  title.  Profes- 
sor of  Comparative  Literature  at 
Columbia  University  does  little 
justice  to  a  man  whose  penetrat- 
ing insight  into  the  dynamics  of 
cultural  exchange  has  spawned 
whole  fields  of  study. 

This  is  the  legacy  of  Edward 
Said.  Succumbing,  on  Sept.  25th 
to  leukemia,  a  disease  he  had 
been  fighting  for  over  a  decade, 
our  world  lost  one  of  its  most 
important  critics.  Said  was  a 
much-loved  professor  at  Colum- 
bia and  was  known  throughout 
the  academic  community  for  his 
prolific  writings. 

While  his  love  was  fiction  and 
music,  it  was  drawing  attention 
to  the  Middle  East  and  the  im- 
balanced  relationship  between 
"the  West"  and  "the  East"  that 
Said  gained  notoriety. 

His  1978  book  Orientalism, 
put  Said  on  the  intellectual 
map.  Highlighting  the  institu- 
tional practice  within  Western 
academia  of  the  systematic 
debasing  of  "the  Orient,"  Orien- 
talism would  form  a  theoretical 
framework  for  many  of  his  later 
works.  In  1981  he  published 
Covering  Islam,  one  of  the  most 
prophetic  and  widely  applicable 
books  in  this  post-September 
11th  world.  In  it.  Said,  a  Chris- 
tian, sheds  light  on  the  racist 
popular  images  of  Islam  and  the 
Muslim  world  in  Western  pop- 
culture  and  mass  media.  Guilty 
of  portraying  the  Orient  as 
backwards  and  sensuous,  and 
the  Muslim  as  fanatic  and  des- 
potic, everything  from  major 
films  to  the  twenty-four  hour 
news  networks  that  permeate 
our  society  are  held  account- 
able. These  are  but  a  few  of  the 
written  legacies  of  Dr.  Said. 

But  beyond  his  books  and 
theories  lay  a  man  of  rare  char- 
acter in  the  university  setting. 


An  advocate  of  the  Palestinian 
cause.  Said  straddled  the  epis- 
temological  boundary  he  so 
often  scrutinized.  Born  in  Brit- 
ish mandate  Jerusalem,  raised 
in  Cairo,  educated  in  New  Eng- 
land, Said's  death  is  a  great  loss 
for  North  American  academia. 

He  was  one  of  North  Ameri- 
can's few  celebrity  intellectuals. 
Like  his  frequent  collaborator 
Noam  Chomsky,  Said  devel- 
oped a  following  of  students, 
intellectuals,  and  the  socially 
conscious  alike.  He  did  this 
through  his  unique  eloquence 
and  a  passion  for  the  causes  he 
supported.  The  norm  today  of 
dissociated  impartiality  of  the 
Academic-turned-Pundit  is  a 
facade  Said  never  accepted. 

He  was  often  called  upon  by 
media  sources  in  North  America 
and  Europe  to  comment  on  the 
Palestinian  /  Israeli  conflict, 
the  Middle  East  and  the  Muslim 
world  at  large,  and  did  so  with  a 
knowledgeable  and  unswerving 
conviction. 

Some  of  Said's  political  opin- 
ions were  unpopular,  like  his 
support  of  an  undivided  and 
democratic  Israeli  /  Palestinian 
State,  but  it  was  the  way  with 
which  he  held  fast  that  made 
him  admirable.  He  recognized 
that  his  theories  were  a  part 
of  who  he  was.  He  was  not  an 
impartial  third  party  serving  up 
sound  bites  through  a  satellite 
feed.  His  impact  in  the  Middle 
East  itself  may  have  been  lim- 
ited, but  he  had  enormous  im- 
pact here,  and  the  vacuum  his 
death  has  left  may  be  up  to  us 
students  to  fill. 


Friday  Oct  17 

llmontoSpm 

13  admission 
Students  free  with  Id 

Saturday  Oct  18 

JO  am  to  5  pm 

Sunday  Oct  19 

llnoontoSpm 

Monday  Oct  20 

llnoontoSpm 

Tuesday  Oct  21 

UnoontoSpm 

Credi'f  cards,  Interdc  and  rhegues  aaepled 

If  you  have  books  to  donaie,  piease  call 
(416)  978-0372  for  Toronto-wide  pick- 
up. The  Book  Sale  is  an  annual  alumni- 
sponsored  event. 

Pmceem  suppori  m  UC  Bran 
and  mdnis 


:  j      designer  frames  ■  on-site  lab 

■  high  quality  lenses  I- 

Doctors 

jerry  Nolfi 

Upen  Kawale 

optometrists 

^1  eye  exams  ■  eyeglasses  •  confacl  lenses  •  ^i^ly^ 
'^^^J*          laser  surgery  consultations  W^W 

MANULIFE  CENTRE  •  55  BLOOR  ST.  W.  (AT  BAY)  •  416-966- 1955  1 
www.torontoeyecare.com  ; 

*Not  valid  with  any  other  offer.  At  participating  McDonald's  Restaurants  in  Ontario.  Offers  at  parttclpaUng  Restaurants  may  vary  from  those  shown. 


University  of  Ontario 

INSTITUTE     OF     T  I;  C  H  N  0  I.  0  G  V 


Bachelor  of  Educ 
Program 


Interested  in  beconning  a  teacher? 

The  University  of  Ontario  Institute  of  Teclnnology  offers  a  one  year  consecutive 
Bachelor  of  Education  program  for  university  graduates  interested  in  teaching 
science  (biology,  physics,  chemistry,  general  science),  math  or  computer 
science  at  the  Intermediate  or  Senior  level.  This  program  will  emphasize 
educational  technology,  information  literacy  and  technology  integration. 

At  Ontario's  first  laptop-based  university,  our  students  benefit  from  fully 
networked,  state-of-the-art  classrooms  and  learning  spaces.  To  apply  to 
the  Bachelor  of  Education  program,  go  to  www.ouac.on.ca/teas/.  The 
deadline  is  December  1.  2003. 

Please  join  us  for  an  online  Web  Information  Session 

Wednesday,  October  22  at  7  p.m. 

Participants  must  register  at  educationinto<Suoitca  before  noon,  October  2X 

Tuesday,  November  11  at  7  p.m. 

Participants  must  register  at  education(/tfo@uo/tca  before  noon,  November  10 

For  more  information,  visit  wwrw.uoit.ca  or  call  toll-free  1.866.844.U0IT  (8648). 
2000  Simcoe  Street  North,  Oshawa,  ON  LIH  7K4 


WBU  52R 

Spontaneous 
Religious  Conversions 

(An  experiential  study  program} 

This  unique  program  will  take  place  the  afternoon 
of  Saturday,  October  18,  2003.  Students  will  be 
expected  to  witness  first-hand  spontaneous  prayers, 
speaking  in  tongues  and  promises  made  to  deities  by 
people  with  little  or  no  previous  religious  affiliation 
in  the  context  of  horse  racing  at  Woodbine  Racetrack. 
Free  bus  transportation'  will  be  provided  from  the 
campus,  and  a  $5  dollar  "Bet  or  Bite"  coupon"  will 
be  distributed.  In  addition,  anyone  attending  the  event 
will  receive  a  free  T-shirt,  a  chance  for  a  $1,000 
scholarship  and  a  30%  discount  in  the  Food  Court  just 
by  showing  their  student  card.  Students  who  wish 
to  pursue  fiirther  learning  will  be  required  to  provide 
their  own  funds.  A  special  University  Cup  Race  will 
be  featured,  with  U  of  T,  Ryerson  and  York  being 
represented.  This  course  is  a  FREE  offering  sponsored 
by  Edge  102. 1  and  Woodbine  Racetrack.  Please  contact 
your  student  union  for  details  and  registration. 


Hwy.  427  &  Rexdaie  Blvd.  416-675-RACE 
www.WoodbineEntertainment.com 


'  Seating  i>  limited.  Bus  pickup  titne  wil!  be  12.00  noon.  Musi  be  or  older  to  wager. 
'  .S5  "Bci  or  Bile"  coupon  only  available  on  the  bus. 
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Make  every  day  your  favourite  day  of  the  week. 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY 


THURSDAY 


SATURDAY 


Filet-O-Fish® 


Double 
Cheeseburger 


IQuarter  Pounder® i 
with  Cheese 


O  zoo;  McDonald';  Bestjuram  of  Canada  limited.  For  tile  exclusive  uk  of  McOonald's  RestauraiHi  of  Canada  Umiled  and  its  franchisees. 
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Deconstructing  Doug 


The  Varsity 
talks  with  the 
famed  Canadian 
author — about 
nearly  everything 
but  his  new  novel 


byTABASSUMSIDDIQUI 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Last  week  on  CBC's  arts  show 
Play,  host  Jian  Ghomeshi  tried 
to  set  up  a  segment  about  Cana- 
dian author  Douglas  Coupland 
by  asicing  three  young  men  in 
the  hve  audience  if  they  were 
familiar  with  the  writer.  Tell- 
ingly, only  one  of  the  trio  of 
twenty-somethings  mumbled, 
"Uh,  I've  heard  of  him."  Clearly, 
it's  been  a  while  since  Genera- 
tion X  catapulted  Coupland  into 
the  spotlight.  But  while  that 
searing  debut  about  slacker 
ennui  at  the  cusp  of  the  '90s 
coined  an  indelible  catch- 
phrase,  Coupland  is  still  as  rel- 
evant as  ever.  With  eight  novels 
and  four  works  of  non-fiction  to 
his  name,  he's  also  returned  to 
his  art-school  roots,  designing 
art  installations  and  pieces  of 
furniture  that  are  exhibited  the 
world  over. 

As  a  writer,  Coupland's  signa- 
ture is  balancing  the  light  with 
the  dark — while  his  suburbanite 
characters  may  crack  wise  on 
the  surface,  underneath  there's 
a  yearning  to  understand.  In  his 
new  novel,  Hey  Nostradamus! 
(see  review  next  issue),  four 
distinct  yet  interconnected 
characters  try  to  make  sense 
of  a  high  school  massacre  in 
their  own  way.  While  Coupland 
draws  on  the  real-life  shootings 
in  Columbine  and  Taber,  he 
uses  the  tragedy  as  a  backdrop 
to  explore  the  issues  that  have 
always  fascinated  him — ques- 
tions of  religion,  relationships, 
and  the  crazy  world  we  live  in. 
If  Generation  X  heralded  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Next  Big  Thing,  12 
years  and  as  many  books  later, 
Hey  Nostradamus  reminds  us 
that  Coupland  remains  one  of 
the  most  vital  and  relevant  art- 
ists of  our  time. 

it's  been  said  that  writing 
about  music  is  like  dancing 
about  architecture.  If  that's  the 
case,  then  attempting  to  inter- 
view Douglas  Coupland  is  like 
trying  to  nail  Jell-0  to  a  wall. 
A  recent  chat  with  the  Varsity 
at  publisher  Random  House's 
offices  in  Toronto  proved  to  be 
much  like  reading  a  Coupland 
novel — amusing,  touching,  and 
fiercely  intelligent  all  at  once. 
In  the  course  of  half  an  hour, 
the  surprisingly  soft-spoken 
43-year-old  managed  to  touch 
on  everything  from  his  child- 


Author  Douglas  Coupland  reads  from  his  new  novel  recently  in  Toronto  at  the  Church  at  Berkeley. 


hood  in  B.C.  to  the  current  state 
of  fashion,  and  even  a  (very) 
little  bit  about  the  book  he  was 
supposed  to  be  promoting.  We 
soon  gave  up  asking  questions 
and  just  listened  to  him  talk. 
Somehow,  in  the  end,  it  all 
made  sense.  Here's  a  taste. 

On  whether  writing  Hey  Nos- 
tradamus! was  difficult  due  to 
its  subject  matter: 

You  hear  that  noise  in  the 


background  right  there?  Imag- 
ine there  was  that  and  no  other 
noise — that  was  sort  of  the 
noise  I  had  in  my  head  through- 
out the  whole  thing.  In  answer, 
no,  it  was  not  hard,  but  it  was 
something  new.  I  approached 
this  book  in  a  different  way. 
Pregnancy  still  remains  the 
best  analogy  for  books —  dur- 
ing the  first  two  months,  1  didn't 
watch  TV,  1  didn't  do  much  of 
anything  else.  Bruce  Springs- 
teen's Nebraska  album,  almost 


very  'voice  from  the  dead'  a 
capella— it  was  like  that. 

There's  some  dark  stuff  in 
there,  but  it's  not  like  All  Fami- 
lies [Are  Psychotic,  Coupland's 
last  novel]  or  something.  Peo- 
ple ask  if  there  is  a  difference 
between  doing  art  and  doing 
books,  as  if  they're  apples  and 
oranges.  But  to  me  it's  all  just 
apples  and  apples—  a  book  is 
just  an  art  project  that  uses 
words  instead  of  wood  or  glass 
or  anything  else. 


KARA  DILLON 


On  the  difference  between  vi- 
sual art  and  writing: 

They're  different  in  the  way 
that  someone  else  as  an  audi- 
ence takes  them  in.  I  can  look 
at  a  painting  or  a  piece,  be  it 
conceptual  or  an  artifact,  and 
I  can  tell  within  one-tenth  of  a 
second  if  it's  good  or  not.  And 
that  just  comes  from  going  to 
art  school,  having  all  of  my 
friends  be  artists,  and  living 
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within  that  creative  commu- 
nity. With  books,  God,  you're 
saying  to  people,  'Hi,  I  want  six 
hours  or  whatever  of  your  time, 
you  have  to  ignore  your  Hfe  and 
your  family,  and  you  have  to 
turn  off  the  TV  and  close  the 
door...'  You're  really  asking  a 
lot  of  people.  And  you  can't 
make  that  instant  judgment. 
And  even  then,  you  might  have 
taken  up  hours  of  people's  life 
before  they  realize  that  they 
don't  want  to  read  it  anymore. 
So  there's  this  relationship  that 
you  have  to  have  with  your 
imaginary  reader,  whoever  that 
entity  is. 

It's  not  a  blog — you're  writ- 
ing to  communicate  something 
to  someone  else.  And  if  you 
fail  to  get  them  through  the 
whole  thing,  then  you've  failed, 
period.  And  to  do  that,  bio- 
logically and  organically,  it's  a 
different  part  of  the  brain  that 
runs  that,  but  it's  still  within 
the  arts-school  lobe,  wherever 
that  is.  When  you're  making 
something — when  I'm  making 
something  (Doug,  stop  talking 
about  yourself  in  the  second 
person!) — and  it's  starting  to 
happen,  and  there's  this  fire- 
works thing  that  happens  in 
your  head  (it  really  is,  'ooh, 
ahh!').  But  with  writing,  you 
don't  get  the  fireworks  until 
near  the  very  end  of  the  book, 
so  it's  like  you're  spending  the 
whole  time  organizing  every- 
thing, and  making  sure  the 
powder  charges,  sets  you  off  at 
the  right  time. 

On  shirts  (Coupland  spots  a 
NOW  Magazine  cover  photo 
from  several  years  ago  on  the 
boardroom  wall  and  gets  dis- 
tracted): 

As  we're  speaking  here,  this 
is  really  weird  for  me,  that 
picture  there...  I'm  trying  to 
remember — 15  percent  of  my 
brain  is  saying,  'Whatever  hap- 
pened to  that  shirt?'  I'm  try- 
ing to  remember  wearing  that 
shirt,  honest  to  God...  [He  gets 
up  and  goes  over  to  stare  at  it] 
I  don't  remember  ever  owning 
that  shirt!  This  is  really  freaky. 
Have  you  ever  really  done  that? 
You've  moved  around  a  few 
times,  and  then  find  an  old 
box  of  stuff,  and  you're  like,  "I 
remerhber  that  shirt!  This  was 
a  really  big  deal  to  me  at  one 
time,  and  now  it's  just...  a  shirt. 
The  ephemerality  of  ownership 
and  all  that.  God.  Everything 
can  be  taken  away  from  you, 
can't  it? 

What  1  do  now  with  shirts,  I 
go  to  England  now  once  every 
18  months.  I  go  to  the  Fred 
Perry  store  and  stock  up  on 
these  things.  (Famed  American 
painter)  Georgia  O'Keefe — 
someone  asked  her,  'How  come 
you  always  wear  just  black  and 
white?',  and  she  said,  'I  don't 
want  to  think  about  clothing, 
I  want  to  put  all  my  thinking 
into  what  1  do.'  1  read  that  and 
thought  that  it  was  the  great- 
est advice.  So  1  have  three  uni- 
forms— this  one,  which  is  most 
days,  rainy-day  gear,  which  I 
wear  out  in  Queen  Charlotte 
because  I  have  a  place  out 
there,  and  the  suit.  And  it's  all 
I  need.  It's  great  not  having  to 
think  about  clothing — liberat- 
ing, really. 

On  the  current  state  of  fash- 
ion: 

Somehow  in  the  last  few 
years,  [fashion]  has  gone  from 


being  a  source  of  creative 
stimulus  or  at  least  diversion 
to...  it's  really  silly.  I'm  sure 
it'll  come  back,  it  always  does, 
but  for  the  time  being,  we're  in 
a  fashion  dead  zone.  Friends  of 
mine  that  1  went  to  high  school 
with,  they  do  design  out  in  Van- 
couver. They  do  really  wonder- 
ful work,  but  they  say  that  no 
one  cares.  1  think  it's  almost 
at  those  moments  where  no 
one  cares  and  everyone's  com- 
pletely forgotten  about  it  that 
something  really  big  is  about 
to  explode. 

The  thing  about  the  fashion 
world  is  that  it  provides  a  safe 
haven  for  other  forms  of  creativ- 
ity. I'm  doing  a  back-and-forth 
e-mail  interview  with  (No  Logo 
author/former  Varsity  editor) 
Naomi  Klein  for  Black  Book,  this 
New  York  fashion  magazine.  We 
talk  about  the  whole  notion  of 
'selling  out',  and  she  actually 
finds  that  the  most  interesting 
aspect  of  the  discussion.  And 
what  about  this  magazine?  Is 
there  any  point — I  mean,  who 
reads  this  magazine?  [Phi- 
losopher] Jean  Beaudriard  and 
Pebbles  Flintstone — is  one  go- 
ing to  connect  with  the  other? 
But  what  it  does  is  provide  a 
really  interesting  safe  haven 
for  a  discussion  about  the  na- 
ture of  protest  through  dissent 
right  now.  And  1  don't  think  you 
could  do  that  elsewhere — if 
you're  reading  Adbusters,  you're 
already  converted,  in  Details,  it 
wouldn't  happen,  if  it's  in  News- 
week it's  like  a  [Simpsons'  news 
anchor]  Kent  Brockman  'My 
Two  Cents'  or  something...  So 
it's  dumb  but  it's  smart  and  it's 
like  a  little  halfway  house,  the 
fashion  world. 

On  the  visual  art  scene: 

The  art  world  is  this  big — it's 
so  tiny.  So  tiny.  And  everyone 
knows  everyone.  I'm  only  three 
years  into  it.  And  it  has  come 
with  its  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages. Right  now  there's  this 
whole  body  of  work  I'm  sitting 
on — there's  two  shows,  one  at 
the  Design  Exchange  in  Toronto 
in  July  of  next  year,  and  then 
another  huge  one  at  the  Centre 
for  Architecture  in  Montreal  in 
October.  So  I'm  sitting  on  top  of 
all  these  amazing  images  and  1 
can't  give  them  out  yet!  It's  just 
that  feeling  in  the  head  that  you 
get  that  you  can't  get  anywhere 
else.  If  1  could  get  it  from  drugs 
or  something,  I'd  probably  do 
that.  If  I  could  get  it  from  drink- 
ing, I'd  probably  drink.  But  for 
me,  there's  no  other  way  to  get 
it.  If  art  were  a  drug  I  could  get 
in  a  pill,  I'd  probably  take  it.  But 
no  one's  invented  it  yet,  so  in 
the  meantime,  I  have  to  do  this. 

On  growing  up: 

My  dad  was  a  GP,  and  in 
the  '70s,  the  pharmaceutical 
companies  just  threw  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  samples 
at  doctors,  and  Dad  just  put 
them  all  into  these  great  big 
whiskey  boxes  underneath  the 
bathroom  sink.  'Dad,  1  have  an 
earache,  I  think  it's  bleeding!' 
'Oh,  just  go  find  something  in 
the  box.'  Social  services  should 
have  jumped  in  and  rescued  us. 
[laughs]  We  had  this  kind  of 
very  casual  relationship  with 
pharmaceuticals  in  the  family. 
It's  kind  of  strange,  because 
none  of  us  kids  turned  out 
druggie,  and  we  always  in  the 
end  did  find  the  right  medicine: 


'Oh,  erythromycin,  that  should 
do  it.' 

Another  thing  about  our  fam- 
ily was  that  our  mother's  policy 
was  that  'Sleep  is  very  impor- 
tant, and  if  you  think  you  need 
sleep,  sleep  in,  and  I'll  give  you 
a  note.'  From  kindergarten  to 
grade  12,  none  of  us  skipped 
one  day  of  class.  It  turns  out  lat- 
er that  she  just  didn't  like  mak- 
ing breakfast,  [laughs]  It's  kind 
of  like  we  rose  to  the  occasion. 
Now  I  sleep  in  until  10:30  every 
day,  never  more,  never  less. 

On  finding  your  way: 

1  have  these  dreams — I'm  in 
my  kitchen  or  wherever,  and 
I'm  unemployed  and  I  don't 
know  what  I  do  for  a  living, 
and  it  makes  me  feel...  25  and 
26  were  the  worst  years  of  my 
life,  and  it  just  brings  me  back 
there  again.  'Holy  cow,  1  gotta 
get  a  job!  But  I'm  not  qualified 
for  anything,  what  will  1  do?' 
And  then  I  wake  up  and  think, 
'Thank  God  1  write.' 

You're  at  U  of  T,  that's,  like, 
a  real  university  where  people 
learn  real  skills  and  everything. 
I  went  to  the  Emily  Carr  Col- 
lege of  Art  and  Design  studio 
program  where  we  just  played 
with  paint.  1  did  typography,  I 
liked  that  a  lot,  some  graphic 
design...  I  look  back  on  the 
decisions  1  made  in  my  life,  and 
I'm  horrified!  My  parents  were 
completely  disinterested  in 
what  we  all  did,  which  is  actu- 
ally kind  of  liberating,  because 
there's  no  pressure  that  way. 
1  changed  careers  about  eight 
times,  1  think — I  did  industrial 
design,  which  1  did  enjoy  and 
was  good  at,  but  didn't  want 
to  do  for  a  long  time.  Did  all 
sorts  of  McJobs  everywhere; 
I've  always  loved  work.  Did 
design  work  in  Tokyo,  and  that 
was  great,  but  I  had  to  leave  be- 
cause I  couldn't  handle  tropical 
weather. 

It  sounds  apocryphal  now, 
but  I  wrote  someone  a  postcard, 
she  put  it  up  on  her  fridge,  and 
my  first  editor  read  it  and  said, 
'This  guy  should  write  for  us.'  It 
was  never  planned  or  anything 
like  that.  I'm  terrified  by  young 
people  that  want  to  be  writers, 
and  they  know  this  at  the  age  of 
20.  1  mean,  how  can  you  know 
anything  that  surely  at  20? 

I  remember  school  was  out, 
and  the  first  two  weeks  of  July 
were  when  the  huckleberries 
came  out,  and  1  was  picking 
them  and  putting  them  in  a 
margarine  tub — 1  remember 
the  sound  of  the  berries  hit- 
ting the  tub,  thump,  thump, 
thump...  And  now  I  look  at 
my  nephew,  and  he's  got  a 
Rolodex — he's  seven.  And  on 
weekends,  it's  like,  'Oh,  we  have 
two  birthdays  and  a  playdate, 
and...'  My  concern  is  that  he's 
not  going  to  develop  the  knack 
for  introspection  or  reflection. 
I  think  that's  really  important. 
That  was  probably  the  one 
thing  that  led  to  me  becoming 
a  writer,  that  very  introspective 
lifestyle.  You  can't  go  back  and 
undo  your  childhood,  so  you 
sort  of  make  what  you  can  from 
it.  1  was  very  lucky.  And  I'm 
very  fortunate  to  do  what  I  do. 


Coupland  reads  at  the  Internation- 
al Festival  of  Authors  at  Harbour- 
front  on  Oct.  28  at  8  p.m.,  and 
is  interviewed  by  Bruce  Mau  at 
2  p.m.  on  Nov.  1  at  the  Lakeside 
Terrace. 
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Here  comes  the  sun  king 

UofTs  solar  car  pushing  the  automotive  envelope 


byQINGHUAWANG 


The  Blue  Sky  Project,  U  of  T's  solar 
racing  team,  is  getting  ready  for 
another  season  of  pushing  techno- 
logical boundaries — and  hopefully 
winning  a  few  races  too. 

The  ambitious  and  popular  endea- 
vour— up  to  300  undergraduate  and 
graduate  volunteers  are  involved 
during  each  two-year  season — is  to 
design  and  build  an  efficient  solar- 
powered  vehicle  for  travel  at  high 
speeds  for  long  distances.  Races  are 
held  every  two  years  in  Australia 
(the  World  Solar  Challenge,  in  which 
teams  race  across  the  outback  from 
Darwin  to  Adelaide),  and  in  the 
United  States  (the  American  Solar 
Challenge,  where  cars  travel  from 
Chicago  to  Los  Angeles  along  Route 
66). 

The  entirely  student-run  project 
is  responsible  for  designing  and 
building  all  aspects  of  the  car,  from 
the  aerodynamic  outer  shell  to  the 
electrical  circuits  to  the  suspen- 
sion system.  The  project  receives 
significant  financial  support  from 
the  university  at  all  levels — from 
the  Faculties  of  Engineering  and 
Arts  and  Science,  as  well  as  from 
the  dean's  office  and  the  provost's 
office.  The  project  gets  funding 
through  a  25-cent  fee  paid  by  all  U  of 
T  students,  with  an  additional  $4.75 
fee  from  engineering  students. 

Designing  the  critical  shape  of  the 
car  body  is  a  matter  of  finding  "the 
lowest  drag  body  that  can  support 
the  most  number  of  solar  cells  per- 
pendicular to  the  sun's  rays,"  says 
executive  team  member  Jessica 
van  Vliet,  a  former  project  manager. 
Engineering  students  spend  a  great 
deal  of  time  designing  and  testing 
the  shell's  shape  and  materials  be- 
fore using  Bombardier's  facilities 
to  create  the  shell,  much  the  same 
way  an  aircraft's  parts  are  built. 
In  fact,  the  car's  shape,  called  a 
manta-ray  shape,  is  very  much  like 
an  airplane's  wing. 

Most  of  the  car's  upper  surface  is 
covered  in  over  3,000  silicon  solar 
cells.  Solar  cells,  also  known  as 
photovoltaic  cells  (literally  mean- 
ing "light  electricity")  convert  light 
energy  into  electrical  current.  When 
light  striking  the  surface  of  a  solar 
cell  has  enough  energy — that  is,  it 
has  to  be  of  a  certain  wavelength — it 
will  knock  electrons  from  the  silicon 
crystal,  which  then  are  free  to  move. 
This  movement  of  electrons  results 
in  an  electrical  current,  which  can 
then  be  used  to  power  devices  such 


as  pocket  calculators  and  solar  cars. 
Solar  cells  are  receiving  a  lot  of 
attention  as  an  alternative  energy 
source  that  is  environmentally  clean 
and  sustainable. 

The  solar  array  is  capable  of  pow- 
ering the  car  to  speeds  of  80  km/h 
on  the  same  amount  of  energy  as 
required  by  a  typical  toaster  oven. 
The  car  also  uses  a  battery  pack 
to  provide  power  in  cloudy  condi- 
tions. "Our  batteries  are  lithium-ion 
superpolymer  batteries,  which  are 
the  highest  density  batteries  in  the 
world,"  says  van  Vliet.  The  batteries, 
donated  by  Toronto-based  Electro- 
vaya  Inc.,  can  power  the  car  for  300 
km  at  highway  speeds. 

During  races,  three  drivers  take 
turns  driving  for  six  hours  at  a  time. 
The  solar  car  is  a  proper  road  ve- 
hicle, with  turn  signals,  headlights, 
taillights,  and  a  rearview  camera 
(mirrors  would  ruin  the  body's  aero- 
dynamic shape).  Internal  sensors 
keep  track  of  the  car's  speed,  bat- 
tery drain,  and  solar  power  genera- 
tion. "AH  the  car  data  displayed  to 
the  driver,  and  then  also  processed 
through  a  computer  and  radioed 
to  the  support  caravan,  [where] 
that  data  is  put  into  a  computer 
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algorithm."  There  is  also  a  weather 
system  in  the  support  caravan  that 
will  monitor  weather  conditions, 
solar  conditions,  and  location.  All 
the  data  is  fed  into  the  strategy 
algorithm,  which  will  generate  the 
optimal  speed  for  the  car. 

The  solar  car  design  process  is 
long  and  involved.  "To  build  a  solar 
car  takes  two  years:  it  takes  one  year 
to  design  and  one  year  to  build," 
says  van  Vliet.  The  first  year  is  spent 
entirely  on  design  and  research 
of  new  technologies.  New  recruits 
must  spend  six  months  in  training 
just  to  learn  enough  to  contribute. 
The  second  year  is  dedicated  to 
construction.  Integrating  the  vari- 
ous subsystems  is  "a  continual  com- 
munication process"  between  all  the 
subteams,  says  van  Vliet. 

The  current  U  of  T  vehicle,  called 
Faust,  is  the  fourth  car  the  team  has 
built.  It's  a  modified  replica  of  the 
2001  season's  car,  which  was  dam- 
aged in  an  accident  in  2002.  Earlier 
models,  called  Blue  and  Blue  II  were 
learning  experiences.  Blue  11  won 
top  rookie  standing  in  1999  at  the 
American  Solar  Challenge,  finishing 
20th  in  a  field  of  51.  This  result  was 
unprecedented  for  a  third  vehicle 
built  by  any  team.  In  2001,  Faust 
finished  11th  at  the  American  Solar 
Challenge  and  14th  at  the  World  So- 
lar Challenge. 

For  van  Vliet  and  her  teammates, 
the  solar  car  project  is  about  more 
than  making  cool  things  with  cool 
technology.  "1  think  it's  important  to 
demonstrate  that  we  have  the  tech- 
nology now  to  build  an  alternative 
energy  vehicle  capable  of  reaching 
such  amazing  speeds  that  you're 
able  to  ride  on  the  highway,"  says 
van  Vliet.  In  optimal  conditions, 
the  solar's  top  speed  is  a  breezy  120 
km/h. 

During  promotional  drives 
through  Ontario  and  Quebec,  the 
solar  car  gets  a  lot  of  reaction.  "Con- 


struction workers  will  drop  their 
shovels,  little  kids  will  chase  us  on 
their  bikes,  people  will  turn  around 
and  tail  us.  To  be  able  to  use  tech- 
nology— today's  technology,  which 
is  the  important  thing — in  order 
to  show  people  that  something  like 
this  can  be  done,  amazes  people  to 
the  point  of  [thinking]  'maybe  1  don't 
have  to  buy  the  same  kind  of  car, 
maybe  we  won't  always  be  running 
on  petroleum.'"  The  solar  car  was 
centrally  displayed  at  the  CNE's 
National  Trade  Center  during  Queen 
Elizabeth's  Jubilee  visit  last  fall. 

Van  Vliet  doesn't  think  that  we 
will  all  be  driving  solar  cars  any 
time  soon.  But  the  advances  made 
in  building  solar  cars  over  the  past 
10  or  12  years,  especially  in  aerody- 
namics, are  showing  up  in  designs 
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for  consumer  hybrid  vehicles  like 
the  Honda  Insight. 

Planning  for  the  next  race  season, 
in  2005,  has  already  begun.  "We 
have  solved  all  the  basic  problems 
inherent  to  a  new  team,"  says  van 
Vliet.  "All  it  needs  now  is  the  best 
array  and  the  best  batteries,  and 
it  can  win  competitions."  The  2005 
vehicle  will  have  two  seats,  in  order 
to  "demonstrate  applicability  for 
general  use,"  says  van  Vliet. 

For  solar  car  builders,  their  prod- 
uct is  the  culmination  of  all  that 
technology  has  to  offer.  "You  have 
this  fantastic  machine,  you  have 
so  many  great  technologies  put  to- 
gether in  the  most  efficient  and  inte- 
grated way  possible,"  says  van  Vliet. 
"I  don't  think  you're  going  to  find  a 
more  efficiently  built  vehicle." 


ZOE  CORMIER 

The  Blue  Sky  Team:  Dean  of  Faculty  of  Applied  Science  and 
Engineering,  Anastasios  N.  Venetsanopoulos,  driver  Andreas 
Marouchos,  executive  team  member  Jessica  van  Vliet,  director  of 
alumni  relations  for  the  Faculty  Marta  Ecsedi,  and  Chair  of  First 
Year  for  the  Faculty  Greg  Evans. 
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Sketching 
stories 

Cartoonist  Joe  Sacco  takes  an  artistic 
approach  to  telling  the  tales  of  war 


by  DAVID  SHIGA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Joe  Sacco  is  probably  the  only 
comic  book  artist  who's  ever 
been  issued  press  credentials 
by  the  New  York  Times.  But  then 
Sacco  is  the  only  journalist  who 
reports  on  international  affairs 
in  comic-book  format. 

Born  in  Malta  in  1960,  and 
raised  in  Australia  and  the  U.S., 
Sacco  picked  up  a  degree  in 
journalism  from  the  University 
of  Oregon  in  1981.  A  series  of 
unsatisfying  journalism  posts 
led  him  to  revisit  his  passion  for 
drawing. 

In  1992,  he  visited  the  Occu- 
pied Territories.  His  experiences 
there  led  to  the  comic  book  se- 
ries Palestine,  which  appeared  in 
1995,  netting  him  an  American 
Book  Award  a  year  later.  Sacco 
visited  Bosnia  shortly  before  the 
war  ended  and  produced  a  sec- 
ond, critically  acclaimed  comic 
book  called  Safe  Area  Garazde. 

His  latest  offering.  The  Fixer, 
documents  the  strange  world  of 
"fixers" — people  who,  during  the 
Bosnian  war,  would  arrange  just 
about  anything  for  foreigners, 
for  a  price — everything  from  in- 
terviews with  generals  to  a  night 
with  a  prostitute. 

The  Fixer  is  already  generating 
a  buzz  among  those  familiar  with 


his  previous  work.  "Joe's  stuff  is 
great.  I  haven't  read  the  book, 
but  I'm  looking  forward  to  it," 
said  local  artist  Chester  Brown  at 
Sacco's  talk  at  the  Royal  Ontario 
Museum  last  Thursday.  Brown  is 
the  author  of  a  much-anticipated 
graphic  novel  detailing  the  rebel- 
lion of  Metis  leader  Louis  Riel. 

Sacco  has  been  generally  well 
received,  with  lots  of  press 
coverage  of  late  now  that  comic 
books  (or  graphic  novels,  as  the 
more  'serious'  works  are  called) 
seem  to  be  garnering  more  main- 
stream attention,  but  not  every- 
one is  a  fan  of  his  work,  which 
has  focused  on  conflict  zones. 
"I've  been  criticized,"  Sacco  said 
at  the  ROM.  "People  will  say, 
'How  dare  you  write  about  such 
a  subject  in  such  a  form?'" 

But  he  feels  the  medium  offers 
possibilities  that  conventional 
journalism  doesn't. 

People  like  Noam  Chomsky 
and  the  late  Edward  Said  provide 
good,  straight  political  commen- 
tary, he  says,  but  his  thing  is  "the 
human  stories.  When  people  ask 
me,  'What  is  the  advantage  of  do- 
ing journalism  in  comics?',  to  me 
the  great  one  is  the  accessibility 
of  them.  You  can  suck  people  in 
with  the  visual  matter  and  you 
can  take  a  reader  and  put  him  or 
her  into  a  time  or  place." 

For  Sacco,  bringing  readers  to 


Sacco  speaks:  The  author  chats  with  fans  prior  to  his  ROM  talk. 


Detail  from  Safe  Area  Garazde. 


a  different  time  or  place  requires 
recreating  the  prevailing  mood 
and  atmosphere.  A  panel  from 
Palestine  that  Sacco  showed  at 
Thursday's  event  illustrated  the 
mood  on  a  van  ride  Sacco  took 
around  a  Gaza  refugee  camp. 
The  view  is  from  inside  the  van, 
with  Sacco  himself  appearing  as 
a  silhouette  peering  out  at  the 
people  passing  by.  All  of  them 
have  hard  stares  for  the  reader. 
"I  felt  so  much  like  I  was  on  sa- 
fari... I  just  felt  very  uncomfort- 
able," Sacco  explained. 

The  final  images  in  Palestine  are 
of  a  Palestinian  boy  kept  squat- 
ting in  the  rain  by  Israeli  sol- 
diers, who  keep  dry  at  the  edge 
of  a  shelter  while  they  question 
him.  "What  must  be  inside  a  boy 
like  that?"  Sacco  asks.  "What's 
going  to  happen  in  the  future? 
He's  going  to  learn  to  hate  these 
people  who  are  oppressing  him. 
What's  he  going  to  become?" 

Ironically,  sometimes  Sacco 
achieves  a  more  true-to-life 
portrayal  of  things  by  departing 
from  strict  realism.  His  depiction 
of  a  Sarajevo  nightclub  exagger- 
ates people's  movements  and 
expressions  in  order  to  better 
convey  the  swirling  motion  of 
dancers  and  the  wild  party  at- 
mosphere. 

"I  came  out  of  that  whole 
movement  of  autobiographical 
cartoonists  that  were  doing  their 
work  in  the  '80s,"  Sacco  said.  His 
pre-  Palestine  work  was  quite  dif- 
ferent— one  of  his  '80s  comics 
was  based  on  his  experiences 
following  a  rock  band  around. 
But  the  seeds  of  Sacco's  more 
political  work  were  still  there. 
"Even  in  the  stuff  that  was  fun- 
nier or  autobiographical,  I  was 
bringing  a  lot  of  politics  into  it." 

While  Sacco's  readers  are 
mostly  in  North  America,  it's 
clear  he  feels  a  strong  connec- 
tion with  and  responsibility  to 
the  people  he  depicts  in  conflict 
zones  abroad. 

"To  me  it's  important — and 
I  think  it's  something  you  can 
do  well  with  comics — to  depict 
a  particular  place.  It's  not  just 
any  place  in  Bosnia,  it's  Garazde. 
And  what  I  like  is  for  people  from 
Garazde  to  look  at  this  and  say, 
'Yeah,  that's  my  town — that's  not 


Sarajevo,  that's  not  [just]  any 
place  here.'" 

He  sent  copies  of  Safe  Area 
Garazde  back  to  the  people  he  in- 
terviewed there:  "All  the  people 
who  were  main  characters  in 
there  got  a  book." 

He  says  the  reaction  he  gets 
from  his  subjects  is  generally 
positive.  "Most  people  like  to  be 
in  a  comic  book,  even  if  there's 
a  bit  of  character  assassination 
involved,"  he  quipped. 

His  work  is  extremely  time- 
consuming:  it  takes  him  three 
years  to  finish  a  book  like  Ga- 
razde, which  was  240  pages  long. 
But  his  outrage  over  injustice 
keeps  him  going.  In  Bosnia,  it 
was  "the  way  the  international 
community  was  dealing  with 
it,  everyone  sort  of  passing  the 
buck,  pretending  it  was  a  hu- 
manitarian problem:  'Let's  feed 
the  victims,  that's  enough.'  1  was 
really  getting  pissed  off." 

For  his  next  project,  he'll 
tackle  a  1956  incident  in  the 
Israeli-Palestinian  conflict.  His 
previous  books  have  an  impres- 
sionistic feel,  departing  from  a 
strict,  linear  story  structure  in 
order  to  better  convey  mood  and 
atmosphere,  but  he  says  that 
this  next  project  will  be  more 
controlled:  "For  better  or  for 
worse,  it's  just  the  way  my  mind 
is  thinking  now." 

Interest  in  comics  like  Sacco's 
has  exploded  over  the  past  few 
years.  Back  in  1995,  his  publisher 
sold  less  than  two  thousand  cop- 
ies of  Palestine.  "1  was  in  despair," 
Sacco  recalled.  Eight  years  later, 
his  work  appears  in  publications 
like  Time,  Harper's,  and  the  New 
York  Times  Magazine.  Outlets  like 
the  CBC  and  the  National  Post 
sent  reporters  to  his  talk  here 
last  week,  and  CityTV  corralled 
him  for  an  episode  of  BookTV. 

"We  don't  have  to  apologize  for 
comics  as  we  used  to  even  five 
years  ago,"  Sc.ys  Sacco. 

The  genre  received  another 
boost  recently  with  the  release 
of  the  film  American  Splendor, 
based  on  the  life  story  of  Ameri- 
can underground  comics  artist 
Harvey  Pekar  ("the  father  of  us 
all,"  said  Sacco,  who  was  hired 
to  draw  several  issues  of  Pekar's 
Splendor  series). 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 


While  greater  recognition  has 
changed  some  things  for  Sacco, 
some  things  stay  the  same.  When 
the  first  Gulf  War  broke  out  in 
1991,  he  was  virtually  unknown. 
This  time  around,  he  was  con- 
tacted by  some  big  media  out- 
lets, who  suggested  he  should 
go  to  Iraq  to  report.  But  his  new- 
found fame  got  him  only  so  much 
mileage:  no  one  was  willing  to 
actually  pay  for  the  trip,  so  he 
stayed  home. 

But  Sacco  has  begun  to  accept 
that  he  is  as  much  of  a  journalist 
as  an  artist,  working  largely  with 
images  rather  than  words  to  tell 
a  story.  When  he  first  started,  he 
was  a  bit  apprehensive  about  the 
reaction  of  other  journalists:  "1 
never  felt  like  [a  journalist]  when 
1  was  first  in  Palestine.  Whenever 
1  came  across  a  journalist  1  never 
mentioned  what  I  was  doing," 
Sacco  explained. 

But  he's  grown  more  confident 
with  time.  Other  journalists  are 
very  supportive,  he  says,  even 
envious.  While  many  of  them 
have  to  file  a  story  each  day,  Sac- 
co can  spend  more  time  getting 
deep  into  a  particular  story. 

And  in  the  end,  that's  what  he 
is — a  storyteller.  Where  another 
artist  would  roughly  sketch  a 
bunch  of  faces  in  a  crowd,  Sacco 
brings  out  every  last  detailed 
expression.  While  some  dub 
him  a  'war  junkie',  it's  clear  that 
Sacco's  horror  stories  stay  with 
him  as  much  as  they  do  with  his 
readers.  Returning  to  Bosnia  in 
The  Fixer,  he  takes  us  back  to 
a  place  that  many  have  all  but 
forgotten — unlike  the  rest  of 
the  media  monolith  who  hit  the 
latest  hot  zone  only  to  jump  on 
the  next  bandwagon  weeks  later, 
Sacco's  talent  lies  in  exposing 
the  small  details — in  short,  un- 
covering the  truth. 

"I  feel  like  I  know  what  I'm 
doing  now  with  journalism,"  he 
mused  at  the  ROM  talk.  "1  feel 
confident  about  what  I'm  doing." 


The  Fixer  (Drawn  &  Quarterly)  is 
due  in  stores  (including  charming 
Annex  comics  store  The  Beguiling, 
which  hosted  the  Sacco  event  at  the 
ROM)  November  12. 
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Ki//Bi/l  full  of  thrills 


by  COLIN  TATE 

VABSITY  STAFF 


Watching  Kill  Bill  Vol.  1  begs  the 
inevitable  question:  just  what 
have  film  buffs  been  doing  with- 
out Quentin  Tarantino  for  the  past 
six  years?  Once  again,  the  famed 
indie  director  presents  us  with  a 
film  that  is  extremely  violent,  but 
artistic  in  its  presentation,  and 
ultimately  the  coolest  film  you've 
seen  since  his  own  Pulp  Fiction. 

The  story  begins  in  flashback, 
with  the  bloodied  figure  of  The 
Bride  (Uma  Thurman)  as  she  talks 
to  her  former  boss  and  lover,  the 
infamous  Bill.  When  Bill  puts  a  bul- 
let in  her  head  and  leaves  her  for 
dead,  the  action  commences.  Four 
years  later,  The  Bride  awakes  and 
seeks  revenge  on  her  former  com- 
rades in  the  infamous  VIPER  gang, 
(Lucy  Liu,  Darryl  Hannah,  Michael 
Madsen  and  Vivica  A.  Fox)  for  the 
role  they  played  in  gunning  down 
her  entire  wedding  party.  From 
here  the  propulsive  force  of  The 
Bride's  will  to  finally  get  satis- 
faction carries  her  through  the 
twists  and  turns  of  the  plot. 

The    most    impressive  thing 


film  review 


Kill  Bill  Vol.  1 


Written  and  directed  by 
Quentin  Tarantino 


Starring  Uma  Thurman, 
Lucy  Liu,  Vivica  A.  Fox 


Now  playing 


Rating:  WVW 


about  the  movie  is  the  way  that 
Tarantino  manages  to  filter  the 
recognizable  images  and  symbols 
from  the  last  20  years  of  popular 
film  into  a  single,  brilliant  narra- 
tive thread.  As  The  Bride  moves 
through  the  chain  of  figures  that 
she  needs  to  kill  in  order  to  gain 
redemption,  each  episode  acts 
as  a  tribute  to  the  original  source 
material,  all  of  which  reads  like 
a  love  letter  from  the  biggest  fan 
ever. 

The  greatest  scene  in  the  movie 
is  the  House  of  Blue  leaves  se- 
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Haircuts 
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37  Avenue  Road, 
Call  416-920-0593  for  details 

quence  (which  took  a  week  less 
to  shoot  than  all  of  Pulp  Fiction). 
Wearing  the  yellow  tracksuit 
of  Bruce  Lee's  Game  of  Death, 
Thurman  slices  her  way  through 
0-Ren  Ishii's  Crazy  88  gang, 
and  her  personal  mace-wield- 
ing bodyguard  Go-Go,  to  finally 
confront  0-Ren  (played  by  Lucy 
Liu)  herself.  The  scene  is  close  to 
half  an  hour  in  length  and  is  not 
only  brilliantly  choreographed  by 
the  world's  greatest  practitioners 
(swordsman  Sonny  Chiba,  and  the 
legendary  Wo-Ping),  but  it  is  also 
possibly  the  bloodiest  battle  ever 
rendered  on  screen.  The  violence 
is  not  strictly  excessive — in  the 
director's  hands  it  becomes  more 
than  a  tribute  to  Hong  Kong  and 
Japanese  B-movies,  and  some- 
thing beyond  mere  pastiche. 
Rather,  it  seems  that  Tarantino 
has  somehow  synthesized  every 
movie  he's  ever  liked  into  a  single 
film,  while  remaining  true  to  the 
cinematic  idiosyncrasies  we've 
come  to  expect  of  him. 

However,  without  Uma  Thur- 
man's  deep  reservoir  of  talent, 
the  film  would  not  be  as  effective. 
Playing  far  from  type,  Thurman 
is  the  film's  emotional  anchor, 
her  quest  for  revenge  rooted  in  a 
deep  sense  of  loss,  not  only  for 
her  former  life,  but  also  for  her 
unborn  baby.  Thurman's  dedica- 
tion to  the  role  shows  not  only  in 
the  extensive  training  she  under- 
went to  prepare  for  the  film,  but 
also  in  the  authenticity  of  her  own 
wire  stunt  work  and  swordfighting 
skills.  The  actress  also  walks  a 
fine  line  in  the  film,  balancing  hav- 
ing to  convey  a  deep-seated  pain 
as  well  as  a  cold-blooded  thirst 
for  revenge. 

Kill  Bill  Vol.  1  is  an  outstanding 
film — once  again,  Tarantino  raises 
the  bar  for  his  inevitable  imitators 
while  serving  up  a  tasty  appetizer 
for  next  February's  Kill  Bill  Vol.  2. 
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Investment  Club 


SPEAKER  SERIES 
featuring 

Michael  H.  Hearing 

CFA 

Vice  President  and  Fixed  Income  Strategist 
Portfolio  Services  Group 
BMO  Nesbitt  Bums  Inc. 

"The  Real  World  of  Fixed  Income" 

Thursday,  October  16 
6:00  pm 

East  Common  Room,  Hart  House 

Light  Refreshments  will  be  served 
Check  out  our  website  at  http://hhic.sa.utoronto.ca 


Hart  H  OUS6  University  of  Toronto 
www.harthouse.utoronto.ca 
416-978-2452 


Free 
films! 


Film  buffs  are  a  pretty 
obssessive  lot — just  ask 
Varsity  film  critic  Colin 
Tait.  But  the  movie  geeks 
in  Angela  Christlieb  and 
Stephen  Kijak's  documen- 
tary Cinemania  take  the 
term  'fanatic'  to  a  whole 
new  level.  The  story  of 
five  glued-to-the-screen 
New  Yorkers  is  an  amus- 
ing if  snarky  examina- 
tion of  entertainment  as 
immersion.  Cinemania 
opens  the  third  season  of 
Doc  Soup  tonight  (Oct. 
15)  at  6:30  p.m.  and  9 
p.m.  at  the  Bloor  (506 
Bloor  West).  Doc  Soup, 
the  monthly  documenta- 
ry and  discussion  series 
at  the  Bloor  (506  Bloor 
W.),  is  always  free  for  stu- 
dents with  l.D. 
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91  Gerrard  Street  West 
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QUA  MID  EAST 


2002-  2003  Record: 

16-5-3,  1st  OUA  Mid  East 

2003-  2004  Projected  Record: 

18-3-1,  1st  OUA  Mid  East 
Key  Player:  Ian  Malcolm,  C 

The  Varsity  Blues  had  a  great  2002- 
2003  campaign,  going  undefeated  at 
home  to  finish  first  in  their  division 
and  place  top  10  in  the  country  for 
the  third  consecutive  season.  On 
top  of  the  team's  success,  the  Blues 
had  three  players  named  to  the  OUA 
East  All-Star  team:  Ian  Malcolm  (1st 
team),  Mark  Hynes  and  Jamie  Bruno 
(2nd  team).  Things  are  only  looking  to 
get  better  for  this  team  in  2003/2004, 
despite  the  loss  of  2nd  team  OUA  all- 
star  goalie  Jamie  Bruno.  His  spot  in 
net  wide  open,  Tim  Knight  and  George 
Ellard  are  battling  it  out  in  training 
camp  for  starting  rights.  The  Blues 
defense  is  strong  and  extremely  dis- 
ciplined which  will  bode  well  for  their 
chances  this  year,  particularly  with 
defenseman  Andrew  Smale  returning 
after  his  impressive  rookie  season.  Up 
front,  skilled  centers  Ian  Malcolm  and 
Frank  Pallotta  lead  the  Blues.  Offence 
is  this  team's  strength  with  Malcolm, 
who  last  season  racked  up  38  points, 
and  Pallotta,  who  earned  his  keep  with 
10  goals  and  5  assists,  on  the  ice.  As  U 
of  T  head  coach  Darren  Lowe  enters 
his  ninth  season  behind  the  bench, 
the  Blues  will  finally  take  significant 
strides  forward  and  make  a  run  at  the 
OUA  championship.  A  trip  to  the  na- 
tional championship  could  also  be  in 
the  cards  for  this  year's  Varsity  Blues. 


2002-  2003  Record: 

7-17-0,  2nd  OUA  Mid  East 

2003-  2004  Record: 

6-16-2,  3rd  OUA  Mid  East 
Key  Player:  Ryan  Poll.  D 

Queen's  will  be  hard  pressed  to  re- 
peat last  season's  record.  With  numer- 
ous key  players  graduating  from  last 
year's  squad,  the  2003/2004  recruiting 
class  will  see  a  lot  of  ice  time.  Inexpe- 
rienced goaltending  will  be  helped 
by  dynamic  Russian  forward  Anton 
Pavlechev.  Pavlechev  has  the  skill 
and  size  to  be  a  star  in  the  OUA,  but 
he  must  adapt  to  the  North  American 
style  of  play.  Queen's  will  be  rebuild- 
ing in  the  2003/2004  season. 


Hockey  101 

The  Varsity  takes  a  detailed  look  ahead 
at  the  upcoming  season  in  the  OVA 


by  MARKILCZYSZYN  VARSITY  STAFF 


improve  from  last  season,  and  will  be 
the  Blues'  strongest  competitors  in  the 
Mid  East. 


DENNIS  CHOaUETTE 


OUA  MID  WEST 


WOMEWS 


OUA  EAST 


2002-  2003  Record: 

2-21-1.  4th  OUA  Mid  East 

2003-  2004  Record: 
1-22-1,  4th  OUA  Mid  East 
Key  Player:  Braden  Deane,  G 

No  two  ways  about  it  -  the  Ryerson 
Rams  stunk  last  season,  and  there's 
no  indication  that  the  team  will 
improve  this  year.  Up  front,  young 
forwards  with  little  to  no  university 
hockey  playing  experience  lead  the 
team.  Forward  Steven  Farquharson, 
who  had  12  points  last  season,  will 
be  counted  upon  to  provide  the  team 
with  some  offensive  spark.  On  the 
back  end  the  team's  defense  consists 
mainly  of  Chris  Pethicky,  who  last 
season  had  10  points.  Goaltender 
Braden  Deane  is  the  Rams'  ace  in  the 
hole,  and  will  most  likely  log  plenty  of 
minutes  and  see  lots  of  rubber  this 
season.  Ryerson  will  battle  Waterloo 
to  be  worst  team  in  the  OUA,  and  will 
win  that  title. 

THE  BEST  OF  THE  REST 
OUA  FAR  WEST 


2002-  2003  Record: 

17-6-1,  1st  OUA  Mid  West 

2003-  2004  Record: 
19-5-0,  1st  OUA  Mid  West 
Key  Player:  Derek  Dolson,  G 

Goaltender  Derek  Dolson  was 
named  the  OUA  West  Division's  MVP 
and  Rookie  of  the  Year.  Goaltending 
is  the  strength  of  the  Lions'  team, 
with  2003  OUA  West  MVP  and  rookie 
of  the  year  Derek  Dolson  returning 
to  nets.  Believe  it  or  not,  the  Lions 
will  be  much  improved  from  last 
season  and  they  will  land  a  spot  in 
the  national  championship. 

OUA  FAR  EAST 


2002-  2003  Record: 

6-17-1.  3rd  OUA  Mid  East 

2003-  2004  Record: 

8-16-0,  2nd  OUA  Mid  East 

Key  Player:  Louis-Michel  Charland,  E 

There  is  much  optimism  for  this  team 
in  2003/2004  after  last  year's  success 
under  head  coach  Kelly  Nobes.  Head- 
ing the  Paladins  offensive  attack  is  dy- 
namic scorer  Louis-Michel  Charland, 
who  last  season  led  the  team  with  26 
points.  The  defense,  led  by  fourth-year 
defenseman  Jared  Saunders,  is  solid 
and  extremely  physical.  The  Paladins 
have  the  chemistry  and  the  talent  to 


2002-  2003  Record:  24-0  1st  OUA  Ear 
West 

2003-  2004  Record:  22-1-1,  1st  OUA  Ear 
West,  OUA  Champions 

Key  Player:  Joe  Talbot,  C 

The  2003/2004  Mustangs  may,  believe 
it  or  not,  be  better  than  last  season. 
The  defense,  led  by  Kelly  Paddon  and 
Abe  Herbst,  may  be  the  only  weak- 
ness of  this  team  seeing  as  a  several 
veterans  are  graduated  and  gone.  Af- 
ter the  shocking  defeat  last  season 
in  the  OUA  playoffs,  Western  will 
rebound  to  win  this  year's  title. 


2002-  2003  Record:  20-2-2,  1st  OUA 
Ear  East,  OUA  <&  CIS  Champions 

2003-  2004  Record: 

18-3-3,  1st  OUA  Ear  East 

Key  Player:  Eric  Desjardins.  G 

UQTR  dominated  last  year,  winning 
its  5th  straight  OUA  championship 
and  the  CIS  title.  This  year  will 
tell  a  slightly  different  story.  The 
forward  unit  will  be  extremely 
weakened  by  the  loss  of  the  OUA's 
leading  scorer  and  MVP  Alexandre 
Tremblay.  This  loss  will  damage 
UQTR's  dominance — they  will  not 
be  six-time  OUA  champions. 


The  Blues  men's  team  begins 
regular  season  play  this  Sat- 
urday, Oct  18  against  Guelph 
at  Guelph.  Their  first  home 
game  won't  be  until  Oct  31 
against  Brock,  7:30pm  at 
Varsity  Arena. 


2002-  2UUJ  Record: 

20-  0-2.  1st  OUA  East,  OUA  Champions 

2003-  2004  Projected  Record: 

21-  0-1,  1st  OUA  East.  OUA  Champions 
Key  Player:  Je/7n/e  McRae,  E 

The  Blues  finished  in  first  place  in  the 
OUA  East  last  year,  going  undefeated 
with  a  remarkable  record  of  20  wins, 
no  losses,  and  two  ties.  They  went  on 
to  capture  their  third  OUA  banner  in 
the  last  four  years,  defeating  Wilfred 
Laurier.  The  Blues  advanced  to  the  CIS 
Championships,  only  to  suffer  an  over- 
time loss  to  Alberta  in  the  gold  medal 
final.  U  of  T  has  reached  the  podium  in 
five  of  their  six  visits  to  the  nationals, 
earning  a  CIS  championship  in  2001, 
the  silver  medal  in  2003  and  1998, 
and  bronze  in  2002  and  1999.  Veterans 
Alison  Houston,  Susie  Laska,  and  Kim 
Malcher  all  played  outstanding  hockey 
in  their  final  season  in  the  Varsity  Blues 
uniform.  Houston  posted  the  OUA's 
best  goals  against  average  (0.43)  and 
earned  11  shutouts  in  the  OUA — she 
will  be  sorely  missed.  Lisa  Robertson 
will  now  be  the  Blues  starting  goalten- 
der. With  Laska  and  Malcher  gone,  the 
defense  will  be  young  but  s'till  extreme- 
ly talented.  Senior  Safiya  Muharuma 
will  log  plenty  of  minutes  as  this  young 
unit  develops.  Line  mates  Jenny  McRae 
and  Jill  Savin  will  head  up  the  Blues 
offense.  The  Blues  will  once  again  go 
undefeated  in  the  OUA,  and  will  look 
to  avenge  their  gold  medal  loss  at  the 
nationals.  Can  you  say  dynasty? 


The  women's  team  plays 
Western  Oct  25  to  begin 
their  regular  season.  First 
home  game  will  be  Nov.  7 
against  Waterloo.  The  puck 
drops  at  4pm. 


2002-  2003  Record: 

14-6-2,  2nd  OUA  East 

2003-  2004  Projected  Record: 

13-7-2,  2nd  OUA  East 

Key  Player:  Elizabeth  Chaisson,  F 

The  strength  of  this  team  lies  in  its 
forwards.  Sniper  Elizabeth  Chaisson 
led  the  OUA  in  scoring  last  season 
with  39  points,  and  joining  her  this 
year  are  key  recruits  Jenn  Vriend  and 
Melinda  Casselman.  Goaltending  will 
also  be  strong  for  Queen's  as  Caroline 
Hare  returns  for  her  senior  season. 
The  development  of  the  Golden  Gaels 
young  forwards  will  determine  how 
well  this  team  will  fair  in  2003-2004. 


2002-  2003  Record: 

7-14-1,  3rd  OUA  East 

2003-  2004  Projected  Record: 

9-12-1,  3rd  OUA  East 

Key  Player:  Ingrid  Munson,  G 

With  veteran  Melanie  Roach  gone 
from  the  team,  the  Lions'  forwards 
Yvonna  Novkovic  and  Laura  Perchuk 
will  be  asked  to  pick  up  the  brunt  of 
the  scoring.  Ingrid  Munson  should  be 
rock  steady  for  the  Lions  in  between 
the  pipes.  York  is  slowly  starting  to 
bridge  the  gap  between  themselves 
anH  Oiieen's. 


2002-  2003  Record:  4-15-3.  4th  OUA 
East 

2003-  2004  Projected  Record:  3-16- 
3,  4th  OUA  East 

Key  Player:  Amy  Patrick,  C 

Last  season  was  extremely  tough 
for  the  Brock  Badgers,  who  finished 
at  the  bottom  of  the  tough  OUA  East 
division.  The  key  to  this  team  is 
center  Amy  Patrick,  who  played  all 
22  games  last  year.  Recruit  Briar  Ko- 
menda  will  be  asked  to  light  up  the 
scoring  sheet  in  her  first  season  with 
the  team.  The  defense  is  just  plain 
bad,  and  it  gives  up  too  many  odd 
woman  rushes  to  its  opposition.  The 
loss  of  goalie  Angle  Mallory  will  hurt 
the  Badgers,  and  training  camp  will 
see  a  four-way  battle  for  the  start- 
ing position.  The  Badgers  will  once 
again  be  rebuilding  in  2003-2004. 

THE  BEST  OF  THE  REST 
OUA  WEST 


2002-  2003  Record:  13-8-1,  2nd  OUA 
West 

2003-  2004  Projected  Record:  15-5- 
2,  1st  OUA  West 

Key  Player:  Kate  Ennis,  F 

After  back-to-back  season's  finish- 
ing second  in  the  OUA  West,  the 
Gryphons  are  poised  to  take  the 
number  one  spot.  OUA  all-star  Kate 
Ennis  and  the  other  forwards  are 
the  strength  of  the  team.  The  pieces 
are  in  place  for  the  Gryphons,  and 
they  will  be  the  most  exciting  young 
teams  to  watch  in  the  OUA  this  sea- 
son. 
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Birgeneau  gets  sporty 

Prez  explains  lack  of  fans  in  U  of  T  stands 


SPORTS  BRIEFS 


BASEBALL  TOPS  IN  ONTARIO 

The  Varsity  Blues  baseball  team 
captured  the  Ontario  University 
Athletics  championship  on  Sunday 
in  the  final  test  of  a  three-game 
series  against  McMaster.  The  de- 
cisive 7-0  victory  put  an  end  to  a 
series,  and  a  season,  that  had  seen 
its  share  of  ups  and  downs.  U  of  T 
and  Mac  split  the  first  two  games  of 
the  finals,  both  ending  with  close 
3-1  scores,  before  the  Blues  finished 
things  off  back  home.  Although  U 
of  T  barely  slipped  into  the  final 
playoff  spot  with  their  8-9  regular 
season  record,  the  championship 
victory  doesn't  come  as  a  surprise 
to  the  players.  "We  were  not  re- 
ally underdogs,"  claims  first-year 
pitcher  Gurminder  Singh,  "because 
we  have  unbelievable  talent."  Head 
coach  Dan  Lang  summed  up  his 
team's  performace:  "superb  pitch- 
ing by  Jesse  Fulton,  great  hitting  by 
the  top  of  the  order,  and  rock  solid 
defense  by  everyone."  Fulton  has 
since  been  named  the  OUA  athlete 
of  the  week.  -AMARA  GOSSIN. 


RUGBY  QUARTERFINAL  LOSS 

The  Guelph  Gryphons  upset  the 
Blues  women's  rugby  team  22-8  last 
Saturday  in  the  OUA  quarterfinals. 

Coach  Sarah  Hall,  upset  with  the 
end  result,  was  pleased  with  her 
team's  intensity  on  the  field.  "The 
girls  played  there  hearts  out  and 
left  everything  on  the  field  which 
was  awesome  to  see.  They  played 
hard  and  fast  all  game,  and  even 
when  down  19  points  they  finished 
with  fire." 

Lindsay  Taylor,  back  row,  and 
Shannon  Smith  both  had  excel- 
lent games,  despite  the  odds. 
Teammate  Kay  Hawkins  showed 
her  experience  by  coming  to 
the  line  frequently,  making  her 
presence  at  fullback  known. 
Player  highlights  aside.  Hall  was  sure 
to  stress  that  rugby  is  a  team  sport, 
and  is  won  or  lost  by  the  team  as  a 
whole.  "We  could  have  won,  but  be- 
cause experience  came  through  for 
Guelph  in  the  end,  and  injuries  took 
their  toll,  we  did  not  win,"  she  said. 
Next  weekend  the  Blues  will  host 
Mac  at  home  in  the  playoff  consola- 
tion round.  They  will  duke  it  out  for 
fifth  place,  an  end  to  the  season  that 
was  not  "what  we  had  envisioned," 
says  Hall,  "but  for  what  we  expected 
to  be  a  building  year  after  losing 
70  per  cent  of  our  starting  squad 
to  graduation,  this  team  has  come 
together  in  some  amazing  ways."- 
JONATHAN  COUTTS-ZAWADZKI. 

WOMEN'S  TENNIS 
TAKES  SILVER 

The  OUA  tennis  championship 
played  out  at  Western  this  weekend, 
and  U  of  T's  women's  team  walked 
away  with  silver  medals.  Steam- 
rolling  McGill  4-1  in  the  semi-finals, 
the  women  faced  powerhouse  York 
in  the  gold  medal  round.  The  com- 
petition proved  too  stiff,  and  the 
York  Lions  took  the  top  title  with 
a  decisive  6-0  series  win.  Qiuyan 
Tian  played  brilliantly  for  the  Blues, 
winning  both  her  singles  matches  in 
three  setters. 

On  the  men's  side,  two  tough 
match-ups  left  the  Blues  off  the  podi- 
um. Losing  first  to  Brock,  4-3,  in  the 
semis,  the  men  then  lost  the  bronze 
medal  round  to  Waterloo — again  4-3. 
First  year  player  Ben  Bison  pulled  his 
weight  for  U  of  T,  convincingly  win- 
ning both  his  singles  matches.-RFA. 


by  MATTSOMERS 

VABSITY  STAFF 


"Where  did  all  the  fans  go?  Are 
you  sure  the  game  is  today?" 

Does  this  sound  familiar?  Have 
you  ever  attended  a  U  of  T  sport- 
ing event  and  found  yourself  ask- 
ing these  same  questions  because 
the  six  people  in  attendance  were 
family,  friends,  and  that  guy  who 
has  been  banging  the  drums  at 
Blues  sports  events  for  30  years? 

The  fact  that  sports  events 
at  this  university  are  poorly  at- 
tended is  an  oft-noted,  and  much 
ridiculed  phenomenon.  The  im- 
portant and  key  question,  how- 
ever, is  why? 

Several  hypotheses  spring  to 
mind.  Is  it  a  lack  of  school  spirit 
and  student  community  on  the 
sprawling  campus?  Is  it  because  U 
of  T  has  always  stressed  academ- 
ics over  athletics?  Are  students 
burdened  with  too  much  home- 
work, and  not  enough  spare  time? 
Is  there  a  lack  of  awareness  and 
general  ignorance  of  game  sched- 
ules, times  and  locations?  Or 
maybe,  since  Toronto  is  home  to 
the  Raptors,  the  Blue  Jays,  and  the 
Leafs,  students  who  do  have  time 
for  sports  would  rather  spend  it 
watching  the  professionals? 

According  to  U  of  T  President 
Robert  Birgeneau,  there  is  no  one 
answer.  "It  is  true  that  crowds 
have  been  quite  small  for  most 
events"  he  said,  "I  really  don't 
have  an  explanation  to  explain 
why." 

The  lack  of  student  support  for 
athletics  doesn't  irk  Birgeneau. 
"The  most  important  thing  about 
sports  is  that  they  are  for  the  ath- 
letes themselves.  We  have  a  very 
large  number  of  students  partici- 
pating in  sports  at  U  of  T." 

"Except  for  football,"  he  added 
"even  in  the  States  no  one  goes 
to  games.  It  is  mainly  friends  and 
parents  that  are  at  games,  just  like 
here.  I  went  to  Penn  State...  re- 
cently and  the  stands  were  not  full 
there  either-except  for  football." 

While  U  of  T  may  not  be  so  dif- 
ferent from  its  American  counter- 
parts, the  questions  that  surround 
fan  support,  or  the  lack  thereof, 
still  remain  unsolved.  Even  foot- 
ball does  not  bring  in  a  full  crowd 
here.  Oct.  4's  homecoming  foot- 
ball game,  played  at  Varsity  Field 
against  the  Windsor  Lancers, 
brought  in  the  biggest  crowd  of 
the  season  so  far:  a  whopping  800 
fans.  There  are  63,109  students 
currently  enrolled  at  U  of  T,  and 


FEMALE  GOALIE  TO  PLAY  IN 
MEN'S  LEAGUE 

The  media  is  buzzing  around  the 
McGill  Redmen  men's  hockey  team 
lately.  Kim  St-Pierre,  a  goalie  on 
the  Canadian  women's  national 
hockey  team,  is  vying  for  a  spot  on 
the  Redmen  roster.  If  she  makes 
the  team,  St. -Pierre  will  be  the  first 
woman  to  play  men's  OUA  hockey. 
Last  year,  the  Redmen  came  sec- 
ond in  their  division,  the  OUA  far 
east,  with  an  impressive  16-6-2 
record.  St-Pierre  is  up  for  stiff 
competition  if  she  does  get  play- 
ing time  with  McGill.  At  the  top 
of  their  division  is  last  year's  OUA 
and  CIS  champions,  Universite  du 
Quebec  Trois-Rivieres  (UQTR).-MI 


37,  915  of  those  are  full-time. 

Something,  presumably  aca- 
demics, is  keeping  the  student 
fans  away.  "It  is  true  that  academ- 
ics are  taken  more  seriously  and 
sports  are  considered  an  extra- 
curricular activity  here,"  agreed 
Birgeneau.  "Students  don't  come 
to  school  to  play  soccer.  They 
come  here  to  study  philosophy." 

The  president  is  happy  to  keep 
education  as  U  of  T's  top  prior- 
ity, and  not  mimic  the  American 
university  system  which  offers  full 
scholarships  based  on  atheltic, 
not  scholastic,  merit.  "U  of  T  be- 
longs to  a  group  called  the  Ameri- 
can Association  of  Universities, 
including  the  Big  Ten  schools  from 
the  States,"  he  explained.  "1  sat 
and  listened  to  a  session  about  is- 
sues concerning  sports  and  heard 
one  professor  try  to  explain  how 
it  was  okay  that  all  the  football 
players  at  his  school  were  failing 
their  courses.  I  just  sat  back  and 
thought  to  myself  'boy,  I'm  glad  we 
don't  have  this  problem  here.'" 

A  Varsity  student  survey  con- 
ducted this  fall  polled  students 
on  the  St.  George  Campus  to  find 
out  why  they  do  or  do  not  support 
their  U  of  T  athletes. 

"I  really  don't  have  any  interest 
in  them  [sports]"  said  Marie,  a 
second-year  English  and  Art  His- 
tory student.  "I  also  don't  have  the 
time  for  them." 


many  who  took  the  survey.  Close 
to  30  per  cent  said  that  work  and 
studies  prohibited  them  from  at- 
tending games.  Commuters  also 
expressed  the  difficulty  of  taking 
an  extra  trip  to  campus  on  the 
weekend  to  watch  a  rugby  game 
for  example. 

"I  sat  and  listened 
to ...  one  professor 
try  to  explain  how  it 
was  okay  that  all  the 
football  players  at  his 
school  were  failing 
their  courses.  I  just 
sat  back  and  thought 
to  myself 'boy,  I'm 
glad  we  don't  have  this 
problem  here.'" 

Being  unaware  of  game  sched- 
ules was  by  far  the  most  common 
answer  given  for  not  cheering  on 
Blues  teams.  When  asked  "do  you 
attend  sporting  events  at  U  of 
T,  why  or  why  not?,"  close  to  50 
per  cent  said  they  do  not  know 
when  contests  are  scheduled  and 
are  unaware  of  who  the  Blues  are 
playing  on  a  given  weekend.  And 
54  per  cent  said  they  did  not  know 


of  T  students. 

"There  seems  to  be  a  lack  of 
awareness  regarding  match-ups" 
mentioned  Andrew,  a  fourth  year 
Spanish  and  History  student. 
"There  needs  to  be  more  publiciz- 
ing of  games  around  campus  and 
in  the  local  newspapers." 

That  was  the  consensus  among 
almost  all  of  those  surveyed. 
They  agreed  that  there  needs  to 
be  more  posters,  newspaper,  and 
radio  ads  to  increase  awareness 
of  when  things  are  happening 
around  campus. 

Not  a  single  person  who  took 
the  survey  suggested  that  they 
would  rather  watch  professional 
athletes. 

"Students  are  not  going  to  watch 
professional  sports  either"  said 
President  Birgeneau.  "When  you 
go  to  see  a  Raptors  or  Jays  or  Ar- 
gos  game,  for  that  matter,  you  do 
not  see  a  full  stadium." 

Perhaps  a  combination  of  pro- 
fessional and  university  sports 
would  boost  student  turn-out.  In 
a  recent  Varsity  poll,  56  per  cent 
of  respondents  said  that  they 
would  like  to  see  a  25,000  seat  sta- 
dium built  at  U  of  T  that  would  be 
shared  by  the  Toronto  Argos  and 
Varsity  Blues  football  teams. 

The  only  real  problem,  as  far 
as  Birgeneau's  concerned,  are  the 
missed  opportunities.  "We  still 
have  a  large  number  of  students 
competing  in  intramural  sports 
that  cover  the  spectrum,  and  that 
is  good  to  see,"  commented  the 
president,  "but  students  are  miss- 
ing out  by  not  taking  advantage  of 
the  vast  numbers  of  opportunities 
to  see  world-class  athletes  [U  of  T 


A  lack  of  time  was  echoed  by     that  varsity  games  were  free  for  U     students]  compete." 


Coventry  Cup 

^^uash  Toui-nament 
^tober  24-25,  2003 


EVENTS:  Women's:  Beginner,  Intermediate,  Varsity 
Men's:  Beginner,  Intermediate,  Varsity 
Beginner  -  an  individual  who  has  been  playing  squash  less  than  a  year 

TIME:  Matches  will  be  played  on  the  ATHLETIC  CENTRE  courts  on: 
Friday,  October  24         5:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m. 
Saturday,  October  25      10:20  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

ELIGIBILITY:  Open  to  all  members  of  Hart  House,  the  Faculty  of  Physical  Education  and  Health,  the 
Uof  T  Mississauga  and  the  Uof  T  at  Scarborough. 

ENTRY  FEE:  $19,00  entry  fee  includes  2  games  minimum  and  a  post  tournament  reception  at  6  p.m. 
Saturday.  Entry  fee  must  be  in  by  Tuesday,  October  21, 2003  -  5  p.m;  non-refundable  after 
October  21, 2003  -  5  p.m. 

DRAW  TIMES:  Available  Wednesday,  October  22,  2003  at  2:00  p.m.  at  Hart  House  Athletics  Reception 
Desk  and  on  the  Squash  Bulletin  Board  of  the  Athletic  Centre. 

REGISTRATION:  Register  in  person  in  the  Membership  Services  Office,  Hart  House  or  the  Main  Office, 
at  the  Athletic  Centre. 

OFFICIAL  BALL:  Dunlop  Double  X  -  yellow  dot  •  TOURNAMENT  CHAIR:  David  Cooper 
CSA  EYEWEAR  MANDATORY 


SPONSORED  BY 
WILSONS 


Entry  forms  are  available  at  the  Membership  Services  Office,  Hart  House  416.978.2447,  and  the  Athletic 

Centre  Main  Office  416.978.3436. 

PLEASE  REGISTER  EARLY 
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Phone:  416.978.2447 


Hart  House  university  of  Toronto 

7  Hart  House  Circle,  Toronto  M5S  3H3,  Ontario  www.har:house.utoronto.ca 


20  Wednesday,  October  15, 2003 


The  Varsity 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808 -GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

TEACH  ENGLISH  OVERSEAS! 

TESOL  Workshops  for  Canadians,  Toronto 
-  Saturday,  November  8.  One  day  and 


REHEARSAL  SPACE 

Central,  fully  equipped  rooms,  great 
gear,  cool  space.  Dave  416-465-8748; 
416-731-5497. 


Classjfieds 

VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


you  re  on  your 
www.goteach.ca 


way!  1-866-912-4465 


SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED! 

Make  extra  money  while  helping  others 
by  becoming  a  Xytex  Sperm  Donor.  Ages 
18-38.  Call.416-924-3021  today! 

MENTORS  WANTED 

Volunteer  mentors  are  sought  to  work 
on  interesting  projects  one-on-one  with 
high  risk  creative  children  (grade  5-8) 
1-2  hours  weekly  for  about  3  months. 
Coordinators  assist  mentors  in  the  devel- 
opment of  the  projects.  For  information, 
call  PRIME  Mentors  of  Canada  OlSE/UT 
923-6641,  Ext.  2464. 

NEEDED 

MCAT  tutor;  call:  416-729-2266. 


DOWNTOWN  PARKING  AVAILABLE 

Indoor  parking  in  a  modern  condo 
building  w/security.  60  Homewood  Ave, 
between  Maitland  and  Cadton.  $60 
p/month  or  1  year  for  $600.  For  info  call 
(416)  530-9717 

A  PEDICURE  IS  WORTH  1000  WORDS 

-Splitting  the  atom  probably  saved  7 
World  Wars  -  Heavy  water  over  Heavy 
Metal  anytime  -The  person  who  said  the 
pen  is  mightier  than  the  sword  obviously 
never  attacked  a  samurai  with  a  Mont- 
blanc-Are  you  a  woman  who  appreciates 
gourmet  dining  like  Eigensinn  Farm  in 
Collingwood?  Also  gourmet  thinking? 
(416)  322-2710. 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor.  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  -i-. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 


WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compunow.  416/539-9443. 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropology, 
Business,  Commerce,  Drama,  East  Asian 
studies.  Zoology.  Highly  qualified  gradu- 
ates will  help!  Call  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessay@bellnet.ca 

REAL  ESTATE  SALES  REP 

Selling  your  home?  Commission  3  to 
5%;  Buying?  Properties  from  $99,000; 
DIN  LE,  BSc.  UT,  Homelife  Cholkan 
(416)  735-7912  (24hr)  or  (416)  236-7711 
(message). 


TUTOR  FOR  ESSAY  WRITERS 

Certified  teacher  [M.A.].  Get  the  help 
you  need!  Humanities  and  ESLstudents. 
For  appointment  call  416-503-2010  or  e- 
mail  glenn7777@idirect.com 


COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C,  C++,  Data  Structures.  Tutoring, 
Exam  Review,  Programming  Lessons.  Ed 
416-785-5115  students  @cstutoring.com 

MATHEMATICS  TUTORING 

Calculus,  Linear  Algebra  etc.  -  private 
tutoring,  $16  for  one  and  a  half  hours. 
Marvin  Hersh,  416-534-3736.  (Have  and 
A  in  Math  1.57Y,  was  a  Math  TA,  am  very 
patient). 

CHEMISTRY  TUTOR 

U  of  T  Ph.D.,  with  teaching  experience 
will  offer  help  in  basic  chemistry 
courses.  416-.398-6806. 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  COPY 
EDITOR  &  WRITING  COACH 

Academic  papers,  thesis,  and  articles, 
APA  style  a  specialty.  Mary  Ann  Carswell. 
Member,  Editor's  Association  of  Canada. 
416-469-6784.  mcarswell@sympatico.ca. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:   $7.00  for  non-business  ads.   $0.25  for  each 
word  after  25.   Rates  include  one  line   (up  to   21   characters  including  spaces)   of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad   header.   Additional   bold  type 
$2.00.   No  copy  changes  after  submission,   no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,   21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thiu-sday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 
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It's  the 
total  package 

•  no  contract 

•  better  rates 

•  no  phone  cards 

•  fK)  credit  check 

and  more 
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WIRELESS 


AJAX 

Bdywood  Cer>Tre 
{90S)  £86-8061 
85  Kingston  Rd„  Unil  7 
(90S)  428-6800 
BRAMPTON 
Bramdiea  City  Centre 
{90S)  791-75S4 
Shopper'i  World  Brampton 
(90S)  454  1389 
30  Viclona  Crestent 
(905)  455  5600 
DOWNSVIEW 
1118  Finth  Ave  W 
(416)  663-9200 
ETOBICOKE 
22  Dixon  Rd. 
(416)  246-1656 
ShepAray  Gardens 
(416)  626-7260 
GEORGETOWN 
265  Guelph  St 
(905)  873-3310 
MAPLE 

}43  Maiof  Mackenzie  Driue,  U> 
(905)  832  7103 
MARKHAM 
Firil  Markham  Place 
(905)  513-0800 
3636  Steeles  Ave.  E.,  U 
(905)  513-1100 
Pacific  Mall 
Un.t  HE67 
(905)  943-9432 
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(905)  513-8448 
8360  8362  Kennedy  Rd., 
(905)  94S-1948 
MiSStSSAUGA 
25  Watline  Ave 
(905)  507  2088 
3105  Dundas  St,  W 
(905)  820-0000 
629S  Mississaoga  Rd  0102 
(905)  813-8600 
6325  Dn.e  Rd 
(905)  670-1980 
1100  Burnhamthorpe  Rd.  W. 
(905)  949-8880 
Square  One 
(905)  279-1909  (905)  272-9899 
Erin  Mills  Town  Centre 
(905)  820-4412 
NEWMARKET 
17415  Yonge  St. 
{90S)  830-9944 
NORTH  YORK 
S81S  Yonge  St. 
(416)  250-8800 
1905  Avenue  Rd 
(416)  784-9400 
Fsirview  Mall 
(416)  492-8800 
149C  Ravel  Rd. 
(416)  493-3493 
4367  Steeles  Ave,  W- 
(416)  650-0000 

0AKV1LLE 
1027  Speers  Rd- 
(905)  842-4280 
OSHAWA 
1053  Simcoe  St  N 
(90S)  725  5520 
PICKERING 
61 1  Kingston  Rd 
(905)831  9557 
Pickering  Town  Centre 
(905)  420-0744 
RICHMOND  HILL 
9737  Yonge  St. 
(905)  770-1010 
9196  Yonge  St. 
(905)  764-0310 
10  West  Pearce  St, 
(905)  731-7318 
Hillcrest  Mall 
(905)  770-4433 
815  Major  Mackenzie  Drive,  Unit 
(905)  737-8737 
10720  Yonge  St 
{90S)  884-9558 
550  Hwy  7  East 
(905)  882-8668 
SCARBOROUGH 
19  MiHiken  Blvd, 
(416)  299-6006 
736  Warden  Ave, 

(416)  285-4321 
3300  Midland  Ave 

(416)  332-8383 
1291  Kennedy  Rd 
(416)  752-9655 
Woodside  Square 
(416)  609-3200 
THORNHILL 
7700  Bathurst  St..  Ur 
(905)  882-9777 
TORONTO 
1821  Queen  St  E 
(416)  406-2355 
1350  St  Cla.r  Ave.  W. 
(416)  651-2000 
2  St.  Clair  Ave.  E 
(416)  934-1313 
329  Eglinton  Ave  W. 

(416)  485-2757 
1448  Lawrence  Ave.  E 
(416)  757-1666 
272  Danforth  Ave. 

(416)  461-1010 
SS  Chauncey  Ave. 
(416)  231-5333 
939  Eglinton  Ave.  E. 
(416)  467  9800 
3111  DufferlnSt. 
(416)  785-3031 
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WIRELESS 


Science  has  never  been  this  cool.  We've  taken  the  best  parts  of  other 
phone  plans  and  created  totalphone.  There's  no  contract  to  sign,  no  phone  cards, 
better  rates  and  you  get  a  colour  phone  for  only  $139.99.  Plans  include 
plenty  of  airtime,  voicemail,  no  credit  check  and  absolutely  no  activation  fee 
This  year,  stay  on  top  of  the  evolutionary  chain  with  Rogers  AT&T  Wireless 


SHOP  AT  ROGERS.COM,  1  800  IMAGINE,  A  ROGERS™  AT&T®,  ROGERS  PLUS  OR  ROGERS  VIDEO  STORE. 

THE 

ini,  ji,  TELEPHONE 
P  kl  BOOTH  " 


(416)  921-7559 
Dufferin  Mall 
(416)  588-6668 
145  Wellington  Si  W  * 
(416)  506  0809 
Dragon  City  Mall 
(416)  979-8350 
660  Bloor  St  W 
(416)  531-9238 
WHITBY 
25  Thickson  Rd  N. 
(905)  433-0701 
WILLOWDALE 
Centerpoint  Mall 
(416)  512-8800 
WOODBRIDGE 
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f^S]  ®RadioShack.      O^ogers®     ©Rogers video     FUTURESHOP  ((WIRELESSWflVE)) 

BUY  Totalphone  may  not  be  available  a!  all  locations,  Totalphone  service  reQuites  a  credit  card  or  a  bank  account  number  to  proceed  with  pre-authoriied  monthly  payments.  Phone  must  be  activated  on  a  Total  Wireless  price  plan.  The  first  month's  service  fee  must  be  paid  at  time  of  purchase  Ivlonthly  service 
ONLINEJ     fees  ate  exclusive  of  911  Emergency  Access  fee,  local  airtime  over  the  allotcd  minutes  in  the  selected  plan,  long  distance,  roaming  charges,  02003  Rogers  Wireless  Inc.  All  rights  reserved.  '"Rogers  is  a  trademark  of  Rogers  Communications  Inc.  Used  under  license,  <8AT&T  Corp.  Used  under  License. 


(905)  850-850S 

O ROGERS  ® 

ETOBICOKE 
Woodbine  Centfe 
(416)  798-0229 
Cloverdale  Mall 
(416)  231-5973 

MARKHAM 
Markville  Mall 
(905)  940-6510 
NEWMARKET 
Upper  Canada  Mall 
(905)853-1462 
NORTH  YORK 
Don  Mills  Centre 
(416)  449-6085 
808  York  Mills  Rd. 
(416)  644-0299 

OSHAWA 
Oshawa  Centre 
(905)  571-6663 
SCARBOROUGH 
Scarborough  Town  Centre 
(416)  296-9160 
TORONTO 
The  E«hange  Tower 

(416)  603  7979 
Toronio  Eaton  Centre 
(416)  35MS22 

330  Bay  St 
(416)  644-0288 
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Bottom  of  the  barrel:  survey  spikes  U  of  T 


G/obe  and  Mail 
ranks  all  three 
campuses  in  the 
basement 


byFEONCHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  Globe  and  Mail  released 
a  University  Report  Card  last 
Wednesday  and  all  three  U  of  T 
campuses  occupied  the  bottom 
rankings  when  it  came  to  the  qual- 
ity of  education.  Out  of  38  universi- 
ties, Scarborough  ranked  36'^;  St. 
George,  37'"  and  Mississauga  dead 
last.  The  top  three  were  Trent  Uni- 
versity, Brock  University  and  the 
Univer.sity  of  Guelph. 

The  survey  was  done  by  the 
Globe  and  Mail  in  partnership  with 
Uthink  and  The  Strategic  Counsel, 
both  market  research  firms  that 
have  offices  in  Toronto.  The  study 
was  done  earlier  this  year  when 
students  who  were  members  of 
the  Studentsawards.com  Web  site 
responded  to  more  than  100  ques- 
tions online.  Students  were  not 
asked  to  rank  each  university,  but 
were  asked  about  their  personal 
experiences  and  perceptions  of 
their  own  university.  More  than 
26,400  students  took  part  in  the 
survey,  which  was  a  28  per  cent 
increase  from  last  year. 

There  were  mixed  reactions  about 
the  survey.  David  Farrar,  vice  presi- 
dent and  provost,  told  News@UofT 
the  student  sample  was  selective. 
He  said  the  survey  was  not  a  ran- 
dom sample  of  students,  but  from 
students  who  were  members  of 
Studentawards.com.  Furthermore, 
Ashley  Morton,  president  of  SAC 
and  Ranjini  Ghosh,  president  of 
ASSU,  both  told  News@UofT  they 
felt  the  survey  was  not  reliable. 
"It's  frustrating.  I'm  not  an  expert 


Muddy  conditions  didn't  stop  the  Varsity  Blues  women's  rugby  team  from  rolling  over  McMaster  yesterday  in  the  first  of  two  playoff 
consolation  rounds.  U  of  T  trounced  Mac  17-0,  and  will  take  on  York  next  weekend  to  duke  it  out  for  fifth  place  in  their  division. 


but  I  have  concerns  about  the 
methodology,  especially  when  I  see 
the  same  schools  in  the  same  city 
having  widely  different  rankings 
in  the  category  of  opportunity  for 
fun  off  campus.  McGill  is  ranked  #1 
and  Concordia  is  ranked  #16  and 
they're  six  blocks  apart  in  Mon- 
treal," said  Morton. 

Michael  Sullivan,  co-founder  of 
The  Strategic  Counsel,  acknowl- 


edged the  criticisms  and  said  they 
were  reasonable  but  believed  the 
results  were  justified.  He  explained 
that  while  the  students  were  in- 
deed a  selective  group,  the  sample 
size  was  still  very  large.  Moreover, 
Sullivan  and  his  research  team 
have  done  previous  research  and 
found  there  were  no  significant 
differences  between  students  who 
were  members  of  the  Web  site  and 


those  who  were  not.  "We  found  that 
students  who  were  merhbers  were 
just  more  concerned  about  schol- 
arships and  bursaries,  there  was 
no  real  difference,"  said  Sullivan. 

And  in  response  to  Morton's  com- 
ment, Sullivan  said  the  difference 
in  ranking  between  McGill  and 
Concordia  was  based  on  the  actual 
composition  of  the  student  body. 
According  to  Sullivan,  most  of  the 


students  attending  Concordia  lived 
at  home  while  a  large  portion  of  the 
students  from  McGill  came  from 
elsewhere.  Therefore,  their  views 
of  the  city  and  ideas  of  fun  would 
logically  be  very  different. 

Furthermore,  Sullivan  did  not 
feel  that  size  was  a  major  determin- 
ing factor  for  U  of  T's  low  rankings. 

See  SURVEY mm'i'^ 


Mayor's  debate  heats  up  Hart  House 


by  LESLEY  TRUES 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Mayoral  candidate  John  Nunziata. 


OLYASANAKOEV 


Mayoral  hopefuls  Barbara  Hall, 
Tom  Jakobek,  David  Miller,  John 
Nunziata,  and  John  Tory  attended 
the  Varsity -hosted  debate  at  Hart 
House  on  Thursday,  where  the  con- 
struction of  a  bridge  to  the  Island 
Airport  became  the  hottest  issue. 

A  recent  Toronto  Star  poll  showed 
that  Barabara  Hall's  once  large  lead 
is  lessening  to  a  three-way  race  with 
Miller  and  Tory,  with  Nunziata  and 
Jakobek  falling  off  the  map.  Accord- 
ing to  the  poll.  Miller  is  in  second 
place  among  decided  voters. 


Barbara  Hall  immediately  ad- 
dressed the  Island  Airport  issue 
during  her  opening  remarks.  The 
issue  "comes  down  to  a  100-metre 
bridge,"  said  Hall.  Though  "some 
want  to  reverse  the  decision  of  coun- 
cil," she  is  not  in  favour  of  "ripping  up 
agreements,"  Hall  stated  in  a  pointed 
dig  at  Miller.  Instead,  she  guaranteed 
that  there  will  be  no  further  develop- 
ment on  the  Island  Airport.  Though 
she  did  not  originally  support  the 
idea.  Hall  has  become  convinced 
the  bridge  is  required  for  emergency 
vehicles. 

Miller's  opening  speech  garnered 
the  most  applause  as  the  other  can- 
didates looked  on  glumly. 

He  retorted  that  the  Island  Airport 
issue  "is  not  just  about  a  bridge." 
Miller  proposes  to  revitalize  the 
entire  city,  beginning  with  the  wa- 


terfront. He  will  have  people  "living, 
working,  and  playing  at  the  water- 
front." The  airport  expansion  will  de- 
stroy this  revitalization,  says  Miller. 
A  recent  Toronto  Star  poll  found  that 
53  per  cent  of  Torontonians  oppose 
the  bridge. 

Miller  has  centered  his  campaign 
around  opposition  to  the  bridge. 
In  his  attack  on  Miller,  Nunziata 
cited  an  editorial  in  the  Toronto  Star 
entitled  "Miller  Twisting  Facts," 
which  suggests  that  Miller  is  using 
a  misleading  campaign  ad.  Nunziata 
claims  that  Mr.  Miller  "is  exploiting 
this  one  issue"  when  "there  has 
already  been  a  diplomatic  process." 
City  Council  has  already  approved 
the  construction  of  the  bridge.  Miller 
is  "misleading  the  people  of  Toronto" 

DEBATE  mm^i 
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students:  While  you  are  here,  stop  at  the  Hall  Porters'  Desk 
and  enter  to  win  a  DELL  LAPTOP  computer.  Draw  October  31st . 


Monday,  October  20 

Amateur  Radio  Club  General  Meeting -5:30pm  in  the  South  Sitting  Room, 
Topic:  "introduction  to  Operating  a  Handheld  Radio  in  Simplex  and  with  a 
Repeater",  Open  to  all  U  of  T  students  and  HHARC  club  members. 

Tuesday,  October  21 

Bridge  -  Duplicate  play,  6:30pm  in  the  Reading  Room,  New  members  wel- 
come. 

Wednesday,  October  22 

Opening  night  of  The  Graduate  Committee  DINNER  SERIES  -  Lin  Whitman, 

"The  Renaissance  of  the  Guild  Inn".  6pm  reception  for  6:30pm  dinner.  Single 
tickets  still  available  in  Membership  Services  Office.  416.978.4732  Alumni 
members/guests  $45,  U  of  T  students  $25. 

Thursday,  October  23 

Lit  &  Lib  Poetry  Series  -  Poet  Laureate,  Dennis  Lee,  reads  from  UN,  and 
Robert  Bringhurst  reads  from  URSA  MAJOR.  7:30pm  in  the  Hart  House 
Library.  Free,  All  welcome. 

Stages  Presents  singer,  songwriter,  Andrea  Florian,  9pm  in  the  Arbor 
Room,  Licensed.  No  cover.  Free. 


Friday,  October  24 

!rly  Taft,  9pm  in  the  Arbor  Roo 

Sunday,  October  26 


Jazz  at  Oscars  -  Beverly  Taft,  9pm  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Licensed.  No  cover. 

Free, 


Invitational  Debating  Tournament  Final  Round  -  1 :1  Spmi  in  the  Debates 
Room.  Free.  Open  to  the  pubiic. 

UPCOMING 

The  Gallery  Club  Committee  WINE  SEMINAR  SERIES  Thursday  evenings 
with  expert  Lloyd  Evans  of  "The  Case  for  Wine":  Nov.  6  Sauvignon  Blanc, 
Nov,  13  Zinfandels,  Nov,  20  iVlaibec  Wines  from  Argentina  and  France. 
Series  tickets  only.  Alumni  members/guests  $80,  U  of  T  students  $60. 
Purchase  tickets  in  the  Membership  Services  Office.  416.978.4732, 

ART  416.978,8398 

The  Justina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery-  Nobuo  Kubota,  "Video  Lab:  Loop  Holes: 
sound  poetry  installation,  "Radio  Chamber",  'sound'  installation.  Runs  to 
Nov.  6. 

The  Arbor  Room  -  Paintings  by  Samuel  Chow.  Runs  to  Dec.  20. 

ATHLETICS  416.978.2447 

Register  in  Membership  Services  Office  for  Golf  Clinics  which  begin  the 
week  of  Nov.  4  in  the  Hart  House  Golf  Cage.  Beginner  and  Intermediate 
classes  offered  with  class  A  professional  instructor,  Jennifer  Kimmons. 
Coventry  Cup  Squash  Tournament- Oct.  24.  5-11  pm  and  Oct.  25, 
10:20am-5pm.  Event  levels  include:  Beginners,  Intermediate,  and  Varsity  for 
men  and  women.  $19,  Register  in  the  Hart  House  Membership  Ser>;ices 
Office  or  the  Main  Office  at  Athletic  Centre.  Registration  deadline  is  5pm, 
Wed.  Oct.  22.  Sat.  Oct.  25, 12  noon  at  Athletic  Centre  Courts,  come  and 
see  an  exhibition  miatch  between  the  number  four  nationally-ranked  woman, 
Carolyn  Russell  and  the  number  six  nationally-ranked  woman,  Katie 
Patrick, 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  Office:  416.978.8668 

v/ww.harthousetheatre .  ca 
Discover  off-Broadway  on-camipus.  Order  your  3Play  ($36/$3Q)  subscription 
and  get  one  free  ticket  to  THE  IBSEN  PROJECT  -  th.ree  Ibsen  plays,  three 
evenings,  three  star-studded  professional  casts  directed  by  John  Neville 
and  Graham  Cozzubbo, 

One  week  only:  Oct  24-26  (Fri-Sun)  at  8pm.  $25/$1 5  students  &  seniors. 
Oct  24  -  Little  Eyolf,  Oct  25  -  John  Gabriel  Borkman,  Oct  26  -  When  We 
Dead  Awaken 

Best  value  -  take  advantage  of  our  3Play  subscription!  Call  for  details. 
Nov  1 3-22,  the  Toronto  Premiere  of  Lorena  Gale's  ANGELIQUE,  directed  by 
Eric  Rose. 

GET  THE  NEWS  ON  RADIO 

Tune  in  to  BEYOND  THE  CLASSROOM,  a  weekly  radio  show  on  CiUT  89,5FM 
that  highlights  Hart  House  programmes  and  upcoming  events.  Tuesdays 
from  12  noon  to  1:00pm 


Safety  board  launches  investigation 
into  asbestos  removers  on  campus 


by  IAN  HA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Impact  Services,  an  abatement  and 
demolition  firm  sub-contracted 
to  remove  asbestos  on  campus, 
implied  that  it's  ultimately  up  to 
the  university  to  decide  whether 
to  continue  using  Impact  workers, 
after  recently  meeting  with  univer- 
sity officials  to  discuss  allegations 
of  impropriety  made  by  the  Local 
506  union  againstthe  company. 

The  union,  which  held  demon- 
strations on  campus  two  weeks 
ago,  charged  Impact  with  using  il- 
legal, unqualified  asbestos  remov- 
ers on  campus. 

"The  ball  is  in  their  court,"  said 
Impact  Services  VP  Alan  Giller. 
"The  university  has  been  very  fair 
in  letting  us  present  our  case... and 
we'll  wait  the  decision  they  see  ap- 
propriate." 

Giller  characterized  the  allega- 
tions as  "a  bunch  of  lies  and  half- 
truths,"  and  vigorously  denied 
them  in  an  Oct.  9  meeting  with 
Director  of  Capital  Projects  Nick 
Zouravlioff.  Giller  told  Zouravlioff 
that  the  charges  are  a  payback 
tactic  by  the  union  for  a  previous 
failed  attempt  to  unionize  Impact. 

U  of  T  has  not  planned  any  firm 


date  for  a  final  decision,  and  will 
only  make  one  as  information 
coming  in  deems  it  appropriate. 
For  now,  the  university  has  asked 
Impact  to  resubmit  documents  of 
qualification.  Impact  workers  will 
continue  to  work  on  campus  in  the 
meantime. 

University  officials  say  they  see 
no  reason  to  remove  Impact  work- 
ers, either  now  or  in  the  future. 
"[The  university]  hasn't  uncovered 
anything  to  substantiate  the  al- 
legations," said  Zouravlioff.  "We 
haven't  seen  any  illegal  immigrants 
on  site,  so  we  can't  say  we  have." 

Impact  is  currently  being  inves- 
tigated by  the  Workplace  Safety 
&  Insurance  Board  (WSIB)  under 
suspicions  of  possible  contraven- 
tion of  the  Workplace  Safety  and 
Insurance  Act.  The  investigation 
began  after  the  union  brought  pos- 
sible evidence  of  impropriety  to 
the  WSIB  several  months  ago.  The 
WSIB  oversees  much  of  Ontario's 
workplace  safety. 

"We've  executed  a  search  war- 
rant and  an  investigation  is  ongo- 
ing," said  Perry  Jensen,  Senior 
Officer  of  External  Relations,  WSIB. 
Part  of  the  investigation  is  being 
conducted  by  the  WSIB's  Security 
and'  Investigations   Branch,  and 


includes  ex-RCMP  officers. 

Giller  played  down  the  impor- 
tance of  the  investigation  saying 
it  was  "not  more  or  less  than  any 
other  company,"  and  that  if  the 
allegations  were  true  the  right 
authorities  "would  [have]  shut  us 
down. 

"We  are  still  here.  I'll  let  that 
speak  for  itself,"  he  added. 

Jensen,  however,  said  such  in- 
vestigations are  unusual.  "It  is  not 
a  standard  procedure,"  he  said. 

Informal  talks  with  City  of  To- 
ronto officials  and  other  labour 
boards  aside  from  the  WSIB  did 
not  corroborate  any  evidence  of 
misconduct,  said  Zouravlioff. 

He  added:  "We  don't  want  to 
get  caught  in  the  middle... We  just 
want  to  make  sure  things  are  done 
in  accordance  with  [university] 
guidelines." 

Impact,  a  well  known  sub-con- 
tractor in  the  GTA,  specializes  in 
demolition  and  retrofit  services, 
and  has  done  provincial  and  mu- 
nicipal projects  across  Ontario. 
Impact  has  worked  on  the  U  of 
T  campus  for  many  years,  says 
Giller. 

A  decision  on  the  WSIB  investiga- 
tion is  expected  sometime  in  mid- 
November. 


DEBATE>.  Continued  from  page  I 

by  suggesting  that  he  will  cancel  the 
deal  "when  he  doesn't  have  the  au- 
thority," said  Nunziata. 

When  asked  afterwards  how  he 
plans  to  stop  the  construction  of 
the  bridge,  Miller  said  simply:  "Get 
elected."  The  decision  is  up  to  Toron- 
to voters,  he  says,  and  if  they  elect 
him  he  will  simply  stop  the  deal.  "It 
is  that  simple,"  said  Miller.  During 
the  question  period.  Miller  noted 
that  Hall  had  once  promised  not  to 
build  a  bridge  to  the  airport  and  later 
changed  her  mind. 

Jakobek  says  the  area  is  "over-de- 
veloped," though  he  still  is  not  a  pro- 
ponent of  closing  the  airport,  which 
he  called  "a  unique  thing." 

In  his  opening  speech,  Nunziata 
claimed  that  his  four  opponents 
"have  all  been  insiders"  who  "au- 
thored the  problems  we  have  to- 
day." 

He  spoke  of  his  "parting  of  ways" 
with  the  Liberal  party  back  in  1996, 
when  he  felt  that  "on  a  matter  of  prin- 
ciple" he  could  no  longer  support  the 


Liberal  government  and  its  refusal  to 
scrap  the  GST. 

Tory,  who  showed  up  late,  ad- 
dressed an  issue  during  his  opening 
remarks  that  hasn't  come  up  much 
during  campaigning.  If  elected,  his 
city  government  will  "lead  to  the  re- 
tention of  value-added  jobs"  and  will 
invest  in  education  in  order  to  "keep 
the  best  and  brightest  in  Canada." 
He  also  hopes  to  create  an  economic 
environment  that  will  attract  non- 
Canadians. 

Tory  also  commended  the  uni- 
versity on  its  work  in  getting  a 
discounted  metropass  for  students, 
and  voiced  his  support  of  the  TTC 
ridership  strategy.  Tory  promised 
good  management,  which  to  him 
means  finding  waste,  avoiding  taxes, 
and  avoiding  debt. 

During  his  opening  remarks,  Tom 
Jakobek  claimed  that  it  is  not  the 
mayor  who  "runs  the  city  on  a  day 
to  day  basis."  The  city  needs  "new 
blood,"  he  claims,  in  the  form  of  new 
bureaucrats  running  the  city,  which 
he  will  bring  to  power  if  elected. 
His  campaign  centers  around 


getting  Toronto's  "financial  house 
in  order,"  for  which  he  claims  he 
is  uniquely  qualified  as  Toronto's 
former  budget  chief.  Jakobek  also 
spoke  of  his  good  old  days  at  U  of 
T,  when  he  attended  Vic  College  and 
worked  at  the  Bloor  and  Ossington 
liquor  store  to  pay  his  tuition. 

All  the  candidates  agreed  that  rein- 
vesting in  the  city's  arts  and  culture 
is  important.  Jakobek  pledged  a  .$100 
million  arts  re-investment  plan.  Hall 
said  that  re-investing  and  reinforc- 
ing the  arts  is  a  major  priority  and 
noted  that  a  vibrant  arts  community 
is  why  she  stayed  in  Toronto. 

Miller  said  that  Toronto  is  "a  big 
complex  city  with  artists  every- 
where," and  spoke  of  the  need  "to 
find  ways  to  get  more  money  to 
artists." 

Miller  claimed  that  leadership 
from  City  Hall  can  resolve  the  city's 
problems,  and  says  that  he  has  "seen 
first  hand  what  good  leadership  can 
do."  A  clean  government  is  where  it 
starts,  says  Miller.  He  referred  to  his 

Continued  on  next  page 


"Because  Practice  Without  Approach  is  Hazardous." 

For  a  legal  problem  you  want  a  lawyer. 
For  an  LSAT  book  you  want  the  finest  author. 
For  an  LSAT  PREP  Course  you  want  the  finest  teacher. 
Only  prep.com  offers  all  three! 

This  spring  and  summer  John  Richardson,  BA.,  LLB,  J.D.  author  of 
Mastering  Jhe  LSAT  and  Law  School  Bound  will  for  the  23'" 
consecutive  year  PERSONALLY  teach  his  LIVE  program  on  the  U  of  T 
campus.  The  Mastering  The  LSAT  program  begins  May  8  and  May  15. 
Weekend  Prep  starts  May  8,  May  15,  May  29  &  June  4. 


To  suscribe  to  the  Law  School  Bound 
email  newsletter,  email:  iawnews@prep.com 
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Colony  kids  get  some  start-up  cash 


by  NAOMI  FANCE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  new  U  of  T  residence  at  89  Chest- 
nut is  a  unique  place.  Until  April  of  last 
year  it  was  the  Colony  Hotel  until  the 
university  bought  it  to  house  the  large 
number  of  expected  students  come 
September.  The  decision  was  made, 
says  Assistant  Vice  President  of 
Facilities  and  Services  Catherine  Rig- 
gall,  because  it  proved  cheaper  than 
renting  hotel  rooms.  So  the  hotel  was 
purchased  and  hundreds  of  students 
moved  in.  Up  until  now  though,  89 
Chestnut  has  been  without  a  council, 
but  has  just  been  granted  $10,000 
to  establish  a  student  government. 
SAC  has  also  donated  $5,000  to  the 
cause — the  first  time  that  it  has  made 
a  donation  like  this  to  a  residence. 

"If  a  residence  has  its  own  money 
then  it  doesn't  need  SAC,"  said  Sean 
Mullin,  who  is  a  don  at  89  Chestnut  and 
will  be  on  the  council.  He  feels  that  in 
his  residence  they  "started  with  zero," 
and  calls  the  donation  "bridge  fund- 
ing to  get  us  through  the  year,"  saying 
that  it  is  a  one-time  deal.  "1  spoke  with 
my  team  and  1  volunteered  to  set  up 
a  council,"  tells  Mullins.  In  March  he 
hopes  to  have  the  students  vote  in  a 
referendum  on  a  yearly  funding  levy 
for  the  residence  council.  All  resi- 
dences have  a  levy  from  the  students 
that  fund  their  council  but  until  this 
is  put  in  place  the  fund  allocation  is 
much  appreciated. 

"It's  one  of  the  most  essential  things 


to  have,"  said  Mullin  of  the  council.  It 
is  especially  important  for  a  residence 
that  might  be  viewed  as  being  a  little 
far  away  from  campus  to  have  a  group 
that  organizes  events  such  as  parties 
and  offers  support.  Catherine  Riggall, 
assistant  vp  of  facilities  and  services 
at  U  of  T,  does  not  feel  that  distance 
is  a  factor  that  makes  the  residence 
special:  "We  have  to  get  away  from  the 
idea  of  it  being  far  away  from  campus" 
she  said,  pointing  out  that  it  is  only  a 
10  minute  walk  to  the  Medical  Science 
building  and  that  it  takes  just  as  long 
to  walk  from  one  end  of  campus  to  the 
other. 

89  Chestnut  has  the  highest  number 
of  students  among  U  of  T  residences. 
The  building  has  a  capacity  for  1,100 
people  and  currently  houses  980.  Not 
all  of  their  residents  are  students, 
however.  The  top  suite  is  occupied 
by  former  Reform  Party  leader  Pres- 
ton Manning,  who  lectures  at  U  of  T 
and  lived  at  University  College  before 
this.  Manning  has  been  living  at  89 
Chestnut  for  the  last  few  months. 
Although  each  floor  of  the  residence 
will  be  electing  a  representative  in 
the  proposed  council.  Manning  will 
not  be  involved.  "He  does  eat  with 
us  sometimes,"  revealed  Mullin  who 
went  on  to  say  that  no  matter  what 
your  politics  are.  Manning  is  a  pleas- 
ant housemate.  "We  see  him  every 
one  in  a  while,"  shared  Mullin,  "I've 
been  in  the  elevator  with  him  a  few 
times  and  he's  a  nice  guy." 

Mullin  admits  that  the  former  hotel 


is  far  from  shabby.  "People  are  unsure 
what  to  expect  when  they  come  to 
university.  Students  visit  their  friends 
in  other  residences  on  campus  and 
they  see  that  this  is  not  so  bad."  The 
residence  has  been  reconfigured  con- 
siderably to  make  it  more  like  a  regu- 
lar residence,  with  the  formation  of 
common  lounges,  but  it  still  has  a  pool 
and  a  hot  tub.  The  double  bedrooms 
are  bigger  than  normal  double  rooms 
and  each  one  has  its  own  bathroom. 

Riggall  gave  further  detail  when 
she  said  that  the  residence  also 
employs  a  weekly  service  for  clean- 
ing the  bathrooms  and  vacuuming 
the  rooms.  She  explained  that  there 
was  concern  about  the  rooms  being 
kept  clean  enough  during  the  year 
because  in  the  summer  the  residence 
will  once  again  revert  to  a  hotel.  The 
lounge,  which  used  to  be  a  bar,  now 
serves  coffee  and  snacks  but  has  kept 
its  big  screen  TV  and  pool  table.  The 
students  also  have  access  to  an  onsite 
fitness  centre  where  the  Faculty  of 
Physical  Education  and  Health  will 
start  to  run  fitness  classes. 

The  extra  perks  do  come  at  a  price. 
89  Chestnut  is  currently  the  most 
expensive  residence  but  to  some  the 
extra  money  is  well  worth  it.  Mul- 
lin, who  says  he  enjoys  living  in  this 
environment,  does  not  feel  that  his 
residence  is  being  treated  any  differ- 
ently than  others:  "Any  new  residence 
in  this  situation  would  be  more  than 
deserving  of  a  similar  donation"  he 
asserted. 


Students  at  the  tony  89  Chestnut  residence  are  getting 
student  council 


money  for  a 


Continued  from  previous  page 

exposure  of  the  MFP  scandal,  when 
he  "fought  back  against  a  mayor  who 
wanted  to  bury  the  truth." 

Tory  plans  to  increase  the  level  of 
arts  funding  to  that  of  Montreal,  and 
also  proposes  a  small  surcharge  on 
city-owned  attractions.  Nunziata 
plans  to  re-create  Toronto  as  "the 
city  of  festivals."  He  also  wants  to  en- 
sure that  "the  funding  out  of  City  Hall 
is  distributed  through  the  entire  city 
rather  than  focused  on  downtown." 

When  the  candidates  were  asked 
how  they  will  improve  public  transit. 
Hall  said  that  this  too  is  a  "major 
priority."  She  is  optimistic  with  the 
change  in  provincial  government 
and  plans  to  freeze  fares.  "Every 
time  fares  go  up,  ridership  goes 


down,"  said  Hall.  She  also  mentioned 
plans  to  expand  the  subway  to  York 
University  and  beyond. 

Miller  was  a  TTC  commissioner  for 
six  years,  and  said  that  "we  cannot 
promise  a  fare  freeze,"  which  could 
cost  taxpayers  up  to  $53  million.  He 
also  noted  that  Premier-elect  Dalton 
McGuinty  "has  not  promised  one 
penny."  Instead,  he  hopes  to  reduce 
the  cost  of  transit  passes  and  im- 
prove the  bus  system  to  York. 

Tory  plans  to  look  at  private  fi- 
nancing, and  at  least  do  the  first  leg 
to  York  University.  He  will  hold  the 
government  to  their  commitments 
and  establish  a  partnership  with 
mayors  of  the  surrounding  cities. 

Nunziata  held  up  his  metropass 
to  demonstrate  that  he  believes  in 
the  TTC,  which  has  been  "starved  to 
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death"  and  needs  "assistance  from 
higher  levels  of  government,"  he 
said.  He  also  mentioned  York,  and  a 
plan  to  "upload  the  TTC  to  a  regional 
transit  authority." 

Jakobek  says  that  although  almost 
everyone  is  promising  a  York  Univer- 
sity subway,  he  is  not.  If  you  go  above 
the  new  Sheppard  subway  line  on 
any  weekday  around  5:30,  says 
Jakobek,  it's  "bumper  to  bumper 
traffic."  Instead  he  plans  to  get  the 
TTC  working  better  than  it  is,  and 
to  implement  a  "Smart  Card"  that 


works  like  a  phone  card  and  a  "short 
fare"  for  those  who  only  wants  to  go 
four  or  five  stops. 

Tory  closed  by  noting  that  the  race 
will  come  down  to  "who  has  the  req- 
uisite set  of  skills."  Hall  remembered 
"how  good  it  felt  when  [she]  was 
mayor"  and  Fortune  Magazine  named 
Toronto  the  best  city  in  which  to  live 
and  do  business.  "I  love  Toronto  and 
1  know  Toronto,"  said  Hall.  Fifty  per 
cent  of  voters  are  still  undecided, 
concluded  Nunziata,  and  that's  what 
makes  this  "an  exciting  race." 


Important  notice 

Last  week  the  Varsity 
experienced  a  server  crash 
of  epic  proportions.  Email 
accounts  and  volunteer  lists 
were  lost.  We're  calling  on  any 
and  all  writers,  contributors, 
and  cartoonists  to  get  in  touch 
with  us  as  soon  as  possible. 
Likewise,  if  you've  submitted  a 
letter,  story,  or  cartoon  anytime 
within  the  past  two  weeks, 
please  re-send  it. 
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Party  could  be  over 
for  U  of  T  fraternities 

Cops  crack  down  on  keggers,  charges  laid 


byBRONWYN  KIENAPPLE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  party  in  full  swing  at  a  U  of  T  fra- 
ternity recently  received  some  un- 
wanted guests:  the  police.  The  toga 
party,  hosted  on  Oct.  3  by  Beta  Theta 
Pi,  was  busted  by  the  community 
foot  patrol  of  the  Toronto  Police. 

The  frat  has  been  charged  with 
'unlawfully  keep,  offer  and  sell  li- 
quor,' a  police  term  for  selling  liquor 
without  a  license.  Posters  for  the 
party  advertised  a  fee  of  $15  for  guys 
or  $5  for  girls  to  drink  as  much  as 
you  want.  Under  law,  even  charging 
a  flat  fee  at  the  door  is  illegal  without 
a  license. 

This  is  only  one  of  the  beefs  the 
police  has  with  U  of  T  frats.  "We've 
had  numerous  complaints,"  said 
Sergeant  Mike  Cannon  of  the  52 
Division  Response  Unit.  "They're 
[the  frat  parties]  getting  out  of 
control. ..they're  out  late  at  night,  fall- 
ing over,  creating  noise."  According 
to  Cannon,  students  from  a  variety 
of  U  of  T  frats  have  been  caught 
damaging  homes  and  cars  in  the 
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neighbourhood  and  urinating  and 
defecating  on  residents'  lawns. 

Beta  Theta  Pi  refused  to  comment, 
due  to  'unfair  representation'  of  frats 
by  the  Varsity  in  the  past. 

A  zero  tolerance  policy  has  been 
established  by  the  Toronto  Police 
towards  the  frats,  or  what  the  cops 
refer  to  as  'booze  cans.'  Any  frat 
selling  liquor  without  a  license  will 
be  immediately  charged.  "We're 
concerned  not  only  with  them  being 
drunk  and  disorderly,  but  also  that 
they  will  get  into  automobiles  and  be 
impaired,"  said  Cannon,  referring  to 
the  policy. 

Police  refuse  to  comment  on  the 
party  itself,  as  the  charges  have 
yet  to  go  before  the  court.  Report- 
edly, the  police  ushered  partygoers 
outside  and  then  confiscated  kegs 
of  beer. 

A  community  meeting  will  be  held 
by  the  police  on  Oct.  22  to  discuss 
the  behaviour  of  the  fraternities. 
Complaints  about  excessive  noise 
will  be  foremost  on  the  bill.  Both  frat 
members  and  community  residents 
are  invited. 


CAMPUS  EVENTS 


The  Marxist  Institute 

Two  courses  on  Marxism  start  Wed  Oct  22.  7  pm  at 
Internatl  Student  Centre,  35  St.  George  St.  $20  tee 
or  pay  wtiat  you  can.  416-978-2055. 

Racism  and  National  Conscionsness 

Annual  New  College  conference.  Oct  25-26,  45 
Willcocks  Street.  Free  registration  but  must  call  in 
advance:  416-978-5404. 
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"The  survey  focused  on  individual 
student's  experience  and  it  asked 
them  what  they  thought  about 
their  personal  education.  So  it  was 
a  different  focus,"  said  Sullivan.  U 
of  T  has  a  total  student  body  of 
63,109  and  an  operating  budget  of 
$977.6  million.  Compared  to  Trent 
University,  which  has  a  total  en- 
rollment of  6,410  and  an  operating 
budget  of  $46.3  million,  U  of  T  is 
easily  10  times  the  size  of  Trent. 

Like  Morton  and  Ghosh,  Alison 
Chick,  a  third-year  engineering 
student,  felt  the  survey  was  sub- 
jective. "U  of  T  is  hard  because  it 
guides  you  to  the  next  step,  like 
grad  school.  It's  doesn't  focus  on 
smaller  classes  and  things  like 
that.  And  of  course  we  would 
rank  lower  than  most  universities 
when  it  comes  to  libraries... we 
have  so  many  libraries  and  so 
many  books... of  course  it  will  be 
harder  to  find  a  book  here  than  in 
other  universities  where  they  have 
smaller  libraries.  1  feel  sorry  for 
those  people  who  use  the  survey 
and  decide  to  go  to  Trent,"  said 
Chick. 

Christine  Hwang,  also  a  third- 
year  student  said,  "It's  funny  how 
we  came  last  but  our  reputation  is 
so  good.  It's  like  what  is  our  reputa- 
tion based  on  then?" 

For  more  information  on  univer- 
sity rankings  from  the  report  visit 
www.universityreportcard.com 


Women's  Musical  Club  of  Toronto 

Gerald  Finley,  baritone,  performs  Beethoven, 
Sibelius.  Barber,  and  Derek  Holman.  Thurs  Oct  23, 
1:30  pm  at  Walter  Hall,  Edward  Johnson  BIdg,  80 
Queen  s  Park.  Tickets  $28.  416-923-7052. 

Free  events  listings  for  campus  events.  Email 
editor@theuarsity.ca. 
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St.  Clair  streetcar  extension 
set  for  a  bumpy  ride 


fay  JUSTIN  LEUNG 


With  the  political  rhetoric  storming 
over  the  proposed  St.  Clair  West 
streetcar  ROW  (right  of  way),  an 
issue  which  has  faded  into  the  back- 
ground is  the  contingent  of  com- 
muting students  who  depend  on 
the  streetcar  service  to  get  to  the  St. 
George  Campus.  The  city's  plan  is 
to  create  streetcar  lanes  restricted 
to  LRT  use  west  of  Bathurst.  The 
end  result  of  the  renovation  would 
be  similar  to  the  current  Spadina 
line  that  borders  U  of  T's  St.  George 
campus.  The  512  St.  Clair  streetcar 
accommodates  32,000  riders  a  day 
and  is  one  of  the  most  frequently 
used  streetcar  routes  in  the  city. 
The  TTC  has  made  it  a  point  to 
argue  that  if  the  proposal  goes 
through,  riders  can  shave  6  minutes 
off  a  35  minute  commute  between 
Yonge  and  Keele  Streets.  While  the 
city  and  the  TTC  have  painted  a 
rosy  picture  of  their  project,  sev- 
eral merchants  and  residents  in  the 
area  have  been  lobbying  tirelessly 
against  it.  One  influential  group,  the 
Business  Improvement  Association 
(BIA)  of  Corso  Italia,  have  argued 
that  it  would  lead  to  a  plummet  of 
shoppers  coming  into  the  "chic" 
neighborhood.  The  BIA  draws  its 
strength  from  hundreds  of  business 
owners  in  the  area  who  fear  the 
backlash  of  the  project.  Jeff  Gillan, 
Chairman  of  the  BIA,  argues  that 
these  lanes  would  only  add  to  con- 
gestion along  the  busy  corridor.  He 
feels  that  if  valuable  parking  space 
along  the  road  is  sacrificed  to  the 


streetcar,  then  tenants  "will  have  to 
leave  and  rent  out  to  less  desirable 
tenants". 

While  the  BIA  continues  to 
stand  firm  in  its  beliefs,  the  Toronto 
Environmental  Alliance,  a  public 
advocacy  group,  has  tried  to  show 
the  advantages  that  such  a  right  of 
way  would  have  for  area  residents 
and  merchants  alike.  Keith  Stewart, 
spokesperson  for  the  TEA,  points 
out  that  the  frequency  of  streetcar 
service  would  improve  significantly 
with  the  creation  of  a  dedicated 
right  of  way.  It  would  continue  to 
use  the  "same  number  of  cars  and 
serve  more  people,"  he  noted.  The 
TEA  believes  strongly  in  Improving 
public  transit  as  a  means  for  the 
TTC  to  meet  is  Ridership  Growth 
Strategy.  They  feel  that  people  will 
make  the  transition  from  car  to 


streetcar  if  they  see  an  actual  ben- 
efit to  using  the  system. 

As  the  TEA  and  BIA  lead 
the  pack  in  fighting  over  the  propos- 
al, students  are  left  wondering  what 
their  place  is  in  all  of  this.  Commut- 
ing students  make  up  a  significant 
portion  of  streetcar  ridership  and 
therefore  have  a  vested  interest  in 
the  future  of  the  St.  Clair  ROW,  as 
St.  Clair  West  could  become  a  model 
for  future  streetcar  improvements 
across  the  city.  That  is  why  both 
sides  encourage  students  to  attend 
public  meetings  being  on  Tuesday 
Oct.  21  at  the  Brown  Community 
Centre  on  454  Avenue  Rd.  The  meet- 
ings will  begin  at  5  p.m.  with  a  pre- 
sentation by  the  TTC  followed  by 
public  comments.  A  second  phase 
of  meetings  are  being  scheduled  in 
the  near  future. 
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The  St.  Clair  West  streetcar  could  have  a  similar  set-up  as  Spadina 
(shown  here),  with  cars  having  their  own  lanes. 


Student  perspectives 

on  disability  and 
acGessibility  issues 

presented  by  STUDENTS  FOR  BARRIER-FREE  ACCESS 


Bahen  Centre  for  Information  Technology. 

llniMersitM  of  Toronto 


Register  online  at:  littp://individual.utoronto.Ga/sfiia 

[REGISTRATIOH  DEADIINE:  OCTOBER  15, 2003) 

For  more  information  email  sf lia.uoft@utoronto.ca 
or  call  410  978  4911  ext.  237 
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the  2004  Awards  of 


EXCELLENCE 


UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


The  University  of  Toronto  Alumni  Association  invites  nominations  for  the: 


Faculty  Award:  $  1 ,000 

For  excellence  in  teaching,  research  and 
professional  endeavours. 

Joan  E*  Foley  Quauty  of  Student 
Experience  Award:  $  1 ,000 

For  a  student,  alumnus/a,  administrative  staff 
or  faculty  member  v^ho  has  made  a 
significant  contribution  to  improving  the 
quality  of  academic  or  extra-curricular 
student  life  on  campus. 


Chancellor's  Award:  $  1 ,000 

For  outstanding  contributions  by  an 
administrative  staff  member 

ludwik  and  estelle  jl»  memorial 
Human  Rights  Prize:  $1,500 

A  prize  recognizing  positive  and  lasting 
contributions  to  education  and  action  in  the 
fight  against  discrimination.  Faculty  staff  and 
students  may  be  nominated  for  this  award. 


Nomination  Deadline:  Monday^  December  1 , 2003, 5  p.m. 


For  further  information  or  nomination  forms,  please  contact 
the  Division  of  University  Advancement,],  Robert  S.  Prichard  Alumni  House, 
21  King's  College  Circle,  3rd  Floor. Tel:  (416)  978-6536  or  e-mail  linda.wells@utoronto.ca     ^  Tj\  A 
Information  and  nomination  forms  are  also  available  at  vww.alumni.utoronto.ca 


the  2004  Awards  of 

EXCELLENCE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Applications  are  now  being  accepted  for  the: 


John  H.  Moss  Scholarship 

A  prize  of  up  to  $ !  6,650  is  awarded  to  a  graduating  University  of  Toronto 
Arts  &  Science  student  who  demonstrates  outstanding  academic 
achievement  and  extra-curricular  leadership. 


Application  Deadline:  Monday,  December  1 , 2003, 5  p.m. 


For  further  information  or  application  forms,  please  contact 
the  Division  of  University  Advancement,].  Robert  S.  Prichard  Alumni  House, 
21  King's  College  Circle,  3rd  FloonTel:  (416)  978-6536  or  e-mail  iinda.welis@utoronto.ca 
Information  and  application  forms  are  also  available  at  vwm.alumni.utoronto.ca 
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the  2004  Awards  of 

•EXCELLENCEj 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Nominations  are  now  being  accepted  for  the: 


NORTHROP  FRYE  AWARDS 

The  University  ofToronto  Aiunnni  Association  is  pleased  once  again  to  join  the  Provost  in 
sponsoring  the  Northrop  Frye  Awards. 

One  individual  prize  ($2,000)      be  awarded  to  a  faculty  member  who  demonstrates 
innovative  and  exemplary  ways  of  linking  teaching  and  research. 

One  divisional  prize  ($6,000)  will  be  awarded  to  a  faculty,  college,  school  or  department  for 
extraordinary  curriculum  innovation  aimed  at  strengthening  the  link  between  teaching  and  research. 


Nomination  Deadline:  Monday,  December  1 , 2003, 5  p.m. 


For  further  information  or  nomination  forms,  please  contact 
the  Division  of  University  Advancement,].  Robert  S.  Prichard  Alumni  House, 
21  King's  College  Circle,  3rd  Floor  Tel:  (416)  978-6536  or  e-mail  linda.wells@utoronto.ca 
Information  and  nomination  forms  are  also  available  at  vww.alumni.utoronto.ca 
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Sessional  teachers 
set  to  fight  for  rights 


by  NAOMI  FANCE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


On  Tuesday,  sessional  teaciiers  will 
take  a  vote  on  v^'hether  to  become 
unionized.  Chantal  Sundaram  from 
the  Sessionals  Organizing  Commit- 
tee defines  a  sessional  instructor 
as  someone  who  is  not  a  current 
student,  and  who  is  teaching  on  a 
short-term  contract  for  12  months 
or  less.  They  may  or  may  not  have  a 
Ph.D,  but  are  generally  equally  qual- 
ified to  full-time  professors.  Many 
sessional  teachers  have  completed 
their  doctorate  but  are  only  offered 
contract  positions,  which  are  paid 
per  course  and  have  no  benefits. 

At  a  meeting  on  Thursday  night 
a  group  of  sessional  teachers  and 
organizers  discussed  the  upcom- 
ing vote  and  the  issues  surrounding 
unionization.  One  sessional  teacher 
who  stopped  her  graduate  work 
after  having  a  child  but  continued 
teaching  said  that  "you  do  the  same 
work,  get  paid  less  but  without  ben- 
efits when  I  need  them  more  with 
my  small  child." 

Teaching  assistants  and  student 
teachers  are  unionized  and  a  lapse 
in  studies  means  a  loss  of  ben- 
efits. Sessional  teachers  point  to  the 
unionization  of  their  counterparts 
at  many  other  universities  such  as 
York  and  Ryerson. 

Kevin  Reynolds,  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  CUPE  3902 
(the  local  chapter  that  represents 
teaching  assistants  and  course  in- 
structors) points  out  that  sessional 
teachers  "have  no  leverage  to  bar- 
gain and  they  are  offered  less."  This 
often  means  less  TA  support  and 
generally  fewer  resources  and  "be- 
cause of  the  wages  we  have  to  teach 
more,"  said  Reynolds.  "The  number 
of  classes  being  taught  by  session- 
als is  increasing,"  commented  Dr. 
Ronda  Ward  of  the  Department  of 
History.  Ward  feels  that  the  under- 
graduates are  missing  out  because 
teachers  are  not  getting  the  support 
they  need.  "Sessionals  are  subsidiz- 
ing the  university,"  she  added. 

The  Faculty  Association  is  not  suf- 
ficiently helpful  said  the  assembled 
sessionals.  Because  dues  paid  to  the 
association  are  based  on  income, 
the  sessionals  feel  that  their  voice  is 
not  heard  as  loudly  as  the  tenured 
professors  who  are  part  of  the  same 
association  but  who  have  entirely 
different  needs  and  are  at  different 


stage  in  their  career.  "A  sessional 
would  never  be  elected  as  presi- 
dent," suggested  one  teacher  pres- 
ent. "They  take  dues  but  do  nothing 
for  us,"  said  Ward.  The  Sessional  Or- 
ganizing Committee  argues  that  be- 
cause the  Faculty  Association  is  not 
a  union  with  a  collective  agreement 
they  do  not  have  the  legal  right  or 
responsibility  of  representation. 

George  Luste,  President  of  the 
Faculty  Association,  would  encour- 
age the  sessional  teachers  who  are 
members  of  the  Faculty  Associa- 
tion to  vote  "no"  to  unionization  on 
Tuesday.  Part  of  the  reason  that  the 
Faculty  Association  is  against  it  said 
Luste  is  that  "we  don't  agree  with 
the  way  they  want  to  define  it." 

Luste  refers  to  the  term  "session- 
al," which  could  range  in  application 
from  a  lawyer  teaching  one  course 
to  a  recent  graduate  who  is  far  more 
involved  in  the  university.  He  feels 
that  there  are  too  many  grey  areas 
and  that  essentially  teachers  should 
stick  together.  Luste  believes  that 
unionization  of  sessionals  would 
make  the  teaching  staff  overly  di- 
vided: "If  you  look  across  Canada, 
the  part-time  teachers  have  a  bet- 
ter time  if  they  stay  with  the  other 
teachers.  It  is  not  good  to  create 
two  camps."  Luste  points  out  that 
between  100  and  200  part-time 
teachers  are  part  of  the  Faculty 
Association  and  says  that  the  as- 
sociation does  work  to  better  the 
life  of  the  part  time  teachers.  Luste 
added  that  they  are  "currently  try- 
ing to  include  the  benefit  package 
for  part-time  people  regardless  of 
their  status." 

Luste  is  not  of  the  opinion  that 
sessional  teachers  are  neglected 
and  also  disagrees  with  the  asser- 
tion that  the  vast  majority  of  teach- 
ing on  campus  is  done  by  student 
teachers  and  non-tenured  profes- 
sors. "We  hope  that  those  who  are 
members  of  the  Faculty  Association 
vote  no,"  he  said.  As  to  the  unioniza- 
tion of  part-time  teachers  at  other 
universities,  Luste  said  "that's  a 
hard  one... faculty  is  not  unionized 
either.  We  act  as  a  pseudo  union.  We 
bargain  on  behalf  of  the  teachers." 
Even  though  he  hopes  they  vote 
no,  Luste  wants  many  sessionals 
to  go  and  express  their  views  on 
Tuesday. 

According  to  the  Sessional  Or- 
ganizing Committee  there  are  700 
sessional  teachers  at  U  of  T. 
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It's  Miller  time 


It's  surprising  how  much  common 
ground  there  is  between  the  candi- 
dates in  the  mayoralty  race.  It's  an 
encouraging  sign.  It  means  that  the 
process  of  debate  has  worked  for 
once,  allowing  candidates  to  con- 
verge on  some  common  ideas  that 
have  stood  the  test  of  public  scrutiny. 
Nevertheless,  each  candidate  comes 
with  a  very  different  background,  and 
some  significant  policy  differences. 

Jakobek's  long  experience  as  the 
city  budget  chief  is  certainly  an  asset. 
And  he  has  some  good  ideas,  includ- 
ing a  discounted  fare  for  riders  on 
short  trips  of  four  or  five  stops.  But 
his  connection  with  the  MFP  scan- 
dal just  won't  go  away,  and  the  fact 
that  he  is  the  only  one  of  the  major 
candidates  without  a  stated  policy 
for  improving  ethics  at  City  Hall  isn't 
encouraging. 

Nunziata,  on  the  other  hand,  has 
a  squeaky-clean  reputation.  When 
the  Liberal  party  broke  its  promise 
to  can  the  GST,  he  risked  political 
oblivion  by  splitting  ranks  with  them 
and  running  as  an  independent.  But 
his  proposal  to  make  sleeping  on  the 


-  EDITORIAL  - 

streets  illegal  is  baffling.  Rounding  up 
the  homeless  solves  nothing  on  its 
own.  And  if  Nunziata's  own  strategies 
for  reducing  homelessness  succeed, 
then  the  ban  will  be  unnecessary 
anyway. 

John  Tory  clearly  intends  to  make 
a  serious  effort  to  reduce  homeless- 
ness, starting  with  his  promise  to 
build  1,000  new  units  of  affordable 
housing  per  year.  But  his  plan  to  ban 
panhandling  is  a  bad  idea.  It  may  be 
unsettling  to  encounter  people  beg- 
ging for  money,  but  the  ban  would 
simply  put  poverty  out  of  sight  and 
out  of  mind  without  getting  to  root 
causes. 

Barbara  Hall  and  David  Miller  are 
the  best  candidates  in  our  eyes.  Hall 
is  a  bridge-builder  in  more  ways 
than  one.  She  knows  how  to  work 
with  others  and  is  able  to  listen  as 
well  as  advocate.  But  when  it  comes 
right  down  to  it,  David  Miller  is  our 
favourite.  Respondents  to  a  recent 
poll  on  the  Varsity's  web  site  picked 


transportation  and  transit  as  the  top 
issue  by  a  wide  margin.  And,  despite 
the  hoopla  over  Miller's  musings  on 
road  tolls,  he's  still  a  better  pick  when 
it  comes  to  transportation.  His  rival. 
Hall,  has  promised  a  fare  freeze,  but 
she  may  be  unable  to  deliver  without 
a  funding  increase  from  Queen's  Park, 
which  is  still  uncertain.  Miller,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  focusing  on  things  that 
can  be  done  without  extra  money 
from  the  province.  His  suggestion 
that  the  TTC  introduce  a  weekly  pass 
for  those  who  don't  want  to  sign  up 
for  a  whole  month  drew  the  most 
spirited  bout  of  applause  at  the  Hart 
House  debate. 

The  biggest  strike  against  Miller 
is  his  refusal  to  rule  out  new  road 
tolls  to  finance  the  TTC.  But  it  seems 
unlikely  that  he  would  actually  in- 
troduce them,  given  the  vigorous 
public  reaction  against  the  idea  over 
the  past  few  days.  Those  who  are 
spooked  by  the  road  toll  issue  should 
clearly  look  elsewhere.  But  in  the  final 
analysis.  Miller  is  still  our  pick  as  the 
candidate  with  the  best  track  record 
and  the  best  vision  for  the  city. 


A  more  perfect  union 


bySEANKIRBY   

Traditionally,  the  Thanksgiving  week- 
end is  a  time  for  Canadian  families 
to  gather,  and  pretend  to  get  along 
around  the  dinner  table  in  a  fog  of 
passive-aggressive  awkwardness, 
until  some  relative  gets  drunk  and 
accidentally  says  something  they  re- 
ally mean.  Too  bad  for  our  American 
neighbour,  who  will  have  to  wait  a  few 
more  weeks  to  partake  in  this  celebra- 
tion of  the  nuclear  family.  But  worry 
not,  because  the  president  of  the 
United  States  thoughtfully  provided 
a  new  holiday  this  October  in  which 
Americans  may  gather  to  celebrate 
their  own  family  values  while  we 
Canadians  dine  on  turkey:  Marriage 
Protection  Week. 

Created  by  executive  proclama- 
tion earlier  this  month,  the  week 
of  October  12th-18th  was  intended 
to  remind  Americans  and  foreign 
observers  that  "Marriage  is  a  union 
between  a  man  and  a  women"  and 
"it's  protection  is  essential  to  the 
continued  strength  of  our  society."  If 
that  latter  statement  seems  to  beg  the 
question  "protect  from  what?'  surely 
the  former  answers  it — "protect  it 
from  couples  that  are  not  made  of  a 
man  and  a  women."  Why  would  the 
president  go  out  of  his  way  to  make 
a  purely  symbolic  gesture  such  as 
this?  And  why  now?  To  answer  these 
questions,  some  background  must  be 
considered: 


By  any  account,  this  has  been 
a  remarkable  summer  for  gay  and 
lesbian  rights.  The  first  instance  of 
legal  same-sex  marriage  in  North 
America  occurred  in  Ontario  this 
last  June — a  historic  first.  That  same 
month,  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  overturned  a  lower  court  rul- 
ing in  Lawrence  v.  Texas,  and  in  the 
process  ruled  all  state  "sodomy"  laws 
unconstitutional.  Thus  Americans, 
gay  and  straight,  can  now  engage  in 
all  sorts  of  non-reproductive  sex  that 
would  previously  make  them  crimi- 
nals in  many  states.  Try  to  restrain 
yourselves  folks.  And  drink  plenty 

The  real  threat  here 
is  how,  exactly,  the 
president  intends  to 
"protect"  marriage. 


of  water. 

Since  the  Lawrence  ruling,  there 
has  been  nationwide  debate  on  all  the 
issues  of  legal  discrimination  that  still 
exist  in  the  U.S.,  from  the  military  ban 
on  openly  gay  service  members  to  the 
possibility  of  same-sex  marriage  it- 
self. Thus,  we  see  what  the  president 
was  reacting  to  when  he  established 
an  official  Marriage  Protection  Week 
in  October.  The  timing  of  this  procla- 
mation speaks  to  its  purpose:  it  is  a 
symbolic  reminder  of  the  president's 
continued  commitment  to  perpetuat- 


ing inequality  for  gays  after  a  summer 
of  unprecedented  civil  rights  victo- 
ries from  Toronto  to  Texas. 

The  real  threat  here  is  how,  exactly, 
the  president  intends  to  "protect" 
marriage.  One  likely  step  is  a  consti- 
tutional amendment,  which  would 
permanently  remove  from  states 
their  traditional  right  to  define  mar- 
riage and  reserve  it  for  the  federal 
government.  This  so-called  Federal 
Marriage  Amendment  would  not  only 
mean  permanent  second-class  status 
for  gays  and  lesbians,  but  a  gross 
abridgment  of  states'  rights  and  the 
principals  of  federalism.  Even  for 
conservatives  opposed  to  same-sex 
marriage,  this  solution  is  worse  than 
the  problem. 

When  running  for  president  in 
2000,  George  W.  Bush  styled  himself 
as  a  "compassionate  conservative," 
but  in  moving  to  expand  the  power 
of  government  to  restrict  and  exclude 
certain  Americans  from  full  social 
participation,  he  demonstrates  nei- 
ther compassion  nor  conservatism. 
Instead,  he  has  borrowed  the  pen 
that  freed  the  slaves  to  sign  a  grand 
proclamation  consecrating  his 
bigotry,  and  calling  on  Americans 
like  myself  to  observe  it  "with  ap- 
propriate programs,  ceremonies  and 
activities." 

1  can  think  of  a  few  appropriate 
activities  to  mark  this  week  past,  and 
thanks  to  the  Supreme  Court,  I  can 
even  do  them  in  Texas. 


LETTERS 


Former  prez  fumbled 
football  funding 


The  Varsity  Blues  football  team's 
sad  state  of  affairs  starts  a  decade 
ago  and  it  starts  at  the  top.  You  see, 
the  administration  tried  to  give  us 
the  boot  in  1992.  Led  by  former  U  of 
T  president  Robert  Prichard  (cur- 
rent Torstar  president  and  C.E.O.), 
they  decided  to  axe  the  team.  Lou 
Tiro,  our  defensive  captain  was 
quoted  in  The  Toronto  Sun  after  we 
won  the  1993  Vanier,  "We  stuffed 
it  in  those  people's  faces.  Maybe 
those  people  are  the  ones  who 
should  be  replaced,  not  the  football 
program.  One  week  they're  trying 
to  cut  you  and  the  next  they're  pat- 
ting you  on  the  back,  wishing  you 
good  luck.  That's  kind  of  phoney  to 
me."  Lou  was  referring  to  Prichard 
and  current  U  of  T  administra- 
tors Bruce  Kidd  and  Liz  Hoffman. 
Indeed,  the  same  hands  that  patted 
us  on  our  backs  had  knives  in  them 
before  and  after. 

Fast  forward  to  today.  Arguably 
the  most  historic  football  stadium 
in  Canada  is  gone.  The  site  of  30 
Grey  Cup  games  has  been  torn 
down.  Bruce  Kidd  stated  in  a  Toron- 
to Star  article  that  the  natural  grass 
surface  was  obsolete.  Bruce,  ask 
any  pro  soccer  or  football  player  if 
natural  grass  is  obsolete!  This  "pub- 
lic" university  has  not  announced 
any  plans  for  this  land  that  is 
amongst  the  most  valuable  in  North 
America.  Furthermore,  Canada's 
biggest  and  richest  university  has 
bled  the  team  dry.  Schools  a  frac- 
tion of  the  size  spend  considerably 
more  on  their  programs — after  all 
the  alumni  donations  given  to  the 
team.  The  team  is  well  on  its  way  to 


setting  records  of  ineptitude.  Blame 
the  administration,  not  the  current 
players  or  coaches.  They  need  sup- 
port, not  lip  service. 

U  of  T  caters  to  many  special 
interest  groups.  However,  a  125 
year-old  institution  is  treated  with 
blatant  disregard  by  the  adminis- 
tration. 1  will  never  apologize  for 
loving  the  game  of  football.  There 
is  a  reason  why  the  Grey  Cup  is  the 
most  watched  T.V,  event  in  Canada 
every  year,  and  why  the  Super 
Bowl  is  the  most  watched  T.V.  event 
worldwide  every  year. 

As  for  Varsity  Stadium:  the  Cana- 
dian Soccer  Association  is  willing 
to  pony  up  big  money  for  a  natural 
grass  stadium  in  Toronto.  Further- 
more, the  Argos  also  need  a  place 
to  play.  The  school,  if  it  had  sincere 
interest,  could  pretty  much  have 
a  stadium  built  for  them  for  free!! 
If  the  school  has  sincere  interest 
in  being  world  class,  then  athlet- 
ics should  be  a  part  of  that.  As  it 
stands,  Varsity  athletes  don't  even 
have  their  own  time  to  lift  weights 
in  an  extremely  over-crowded 
weight  room.  A  new  facility  should 
include  a  weight  room  for  ALL 
Varsity  athletes,  U  of  T  could  then 
attract  the  student-athletes  that 
are  flocking  to  other  Canadian  and 
American  schools.  Current  U  of  T 
president  Robert  Birgeneau  can 
correct  the  mistakes  of  his  prede- 
cessor. Let's  hold  him  accountable. 

Tom  Hipsz 

U  of  T  All  Century  Team  member, 
former  U  of  T  coach,  six  year 
CFL  player 


Send  letters  (250  words  maximum)  to: 
opmions@thevarsity.ca 


URGENT 
NOTICE; 

Calling  aU 
writers  & 
cartoonists 


Last  week  the  Varsity  experienced  a  server  crash  of  epic  proportions. 
Email  accounts  and  volunteer  lists  were  lost.  We're  calling  on  any 
and  all  writers,  contributors,  and  cartoonists  to  get  in  touch  with  us 
as  soon  as  possible.  Likewise,  if  you've  submitted  a  letter,  story,  or 
cartoon  anytime  within  the  past  two  weeks,  please  re-send  it. 
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A  great  day  for  the  races 


Words  and  photographs  by  Adam  Reid 


Flamborough  Downs 

Across  the  moonscape  field 
Two  solid  horses  collide 
One  crouches  downward 
I  fold  my  program 
Into  my  pocket  and 
Replace  the  small  wood 
Pencil  behind  my  ear 
The  jockey  thrown  clear 
Stands  in  his  little  knee 
Boots  breathe  pouring 
Out  like  bubbles  from 
A  diver  standing  before 
A  cobalt  blue  Shipwreck 
Number  Seven  lays  on  the 
Turf  sunbathing  under 
The  autumn  moon 
Black  eyes  like 
Reflecting  pool  balls 
Stare  at  the  confusion 
From  panicked  groomers 
To  detritus  blowing 
Before  wide  floodlights 
On  this  deep  small  night 
Leg  veins  pounding 
It  rises  whistling  and 
Innocently  strolls  away 

I  unfold  my  program 
Take  back  my  pencil 
And  lean  into  the  turn. 
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National  Defense 
Defence  nationaie 


Recognition 
maices 
all  the 
difference 


Ready  for  a  healthcare 
career  with  a  difference? 
With  Canadian  Forces 
Health  Services  Group, 
you'll  enjoy  the  distinction 
of  caring  for  those  who 
serve  our  country. 

We  are  currently  seeking 
students  and  graduates  in: 

•  Medicine 

•  Nursing 

•  Physiotherapy 

•  Pharmacy 

•  Social  Work 

To  learn  more,  contact 
us  today. 


Etre 

reconnu 
fait  toute  la 
difference 

Etes-vous  pret  a  entreprendre 
une  carriere  differente? 
Au  sein  du  Groupe  des 
services  de  sante  des 
Forces  canadiennes,  vous 
aurez  le  privilege  de  soigner 
les  hommes  et  les  femmes 
qui  servent  notre  pays. 

Nous  recherchons  en  ce 
moment  des  etudiants  et 
des  dipldmes  en  : 

•  medecine 

•  sciences  infirmieres 

•  physiotherapie 

•  pharmacoiogie 

•  travail  social 

Pour  obtenir  de  plus  amples 
renseignements,  veuillez 
communiquer  avec  nous 
des  aujourd'hui. 


Strong.  Proud. Today's  Canadian  Forces. 
Decouvrez  vos  forces  dans  les  Forces  canadiennes. 


1  800  856-8488 
www.forces.gc.ca 


Canada 


Coming  like  a  Ghost  Town 

Stars  seemingly  pale 
Blush  for  me  for  the 
Spider  webs  of  hair 
Curling  downward 
From  your  neck 
Inside  my  ribcage 
They  blush  for  me 
When  pale  and  walls 
Houses  so  pale  and 
Dishes  in  the  sink 
So  pale  and  crosses 
On  the  churches  so 
Pale  and  the  eyes  of 
Jesse  James  so  pale 
His  coffin  makers 
Smile  and  the  stars 
So  seemingly  pale 
For  someone  so  it 
Maybe  as  well  be 
You  or  it  may  be 
The  moon  and  me 
Pale  snow  gravel 
Gamblers  jockeys 
Pale  blew  reflections 
Of  the  pale  faces 
In  sad  blue  seats 
Sad  brown  horses 
With  lungs  open  like 
Wings  nostrils  pale 
Like  medallions  and 
The  whisky  tasted 
Good  the  water 
Tasted  like  loss  and 
The  money  came  not 
Pale  only  not  enough 
Almost  every  love 
Is  pale  or  blushing 
A  flustered  density 
Pale  every  time 
I've  been  somewhere 
South  they  say  you're 
So  pale  and  I  say 
Pale  girls  can  be 
Pretty  beautiful  but 
Beautiful  boys  can't 
Be  pretty  pale. 
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Link  found  between  madness  and  creativity 


by  JOANNE  TANG 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  mad  scientist.  The  mad  com- 
poser. The  mad  poet.  Is  it  coinci- 
dence that  madness  and  creative 
genius  often  seem  to  go  hand  in 
hand?  A  recent  study  by  U  of  T  and 
Harvard  researchers  provides  a 
clue:  highly  creative  individuals  and 
those  who  are  prone  to  psychotic 
behavior  may  share  similar  modes 
of  thought,  suggesting  a  shared  neu- 
robiological  basis. 

The  study,  published  in  the 
September  issue  of  The  Journal 
of  Personality  and  Social  Psychol- 
ogy, shows  that  creative  individuals 
tend  to  have  lower  levels  of  latent 
inhibition — the  capacity  to  ignore 
what  has  been  previously  learned 
as  irrelevant  information.  In  other 
words,  creative  individuals  tend  to 
keep  their  eyes  and  ears  open  to 
more  things  than  most  individuals 
would  at  any  given  time. 

But  how  do  you  quantify  cre- 
ativity? Researchers  measure  it 
in  several  ways.  There  is  a  test  of 
divergent  thinking,  in  which  sub- 
jects complete  a  task  like  naming 
alternate  uses  for  a  common  object. 
They  also  describe  themselves 
by  checking  off  adjectives  from  a 
list,  indicating  how  creative  they 
consider  themselves  to  be.  There 
is  also  an  objective  measure  of 
creative  achievement.  "You  have  to 
check  off  actual  things  you've  done, 
not  creative  thoughts  you've  had," 
says  U  of  T  psychologist  Dr.  Jordan 
B.  Peterson,  co-author  of  the  study. 
If  you  were  a  musician,  for  example, 
you  would  check  off  whether  you 
have  written  music,  whether  your 
music  has  been  published  and  sold, 
and  so  on. 

Subjects  are  then  put  through 
something  called  a  latent  inhibition 
test.  In  stage  one  of  this  experiment, 
researchers  play  a  recording  of  non- 
sense syllables,  and  subjects  have 
to  keep  track  of  how  many  times 
they  hear  a  certain  syllable.  In  the 
background  is  a  recording  of  ran- 
dom bursts  of  white  noise,  which 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  task. 

In  stage  two,  subjects  look  at  a 
monitor  with  circles  appearing  one 
after  another,  and  have  to  figure  out 
what  predicts  their  appearance. 
They  no  longer  need  to  listen  to  the 
syllables,  but  the  soundtrack,  along 
with  the  white  noise,  keep  playing. 
"We  force  you  to  learn  to  ignore  the 
white  noise  in  [stage  one],  and  then 


William  Blake's  The  Good  and  Evil  Angels. 


we  test  [in  stage  two]  to  see  if  you've 
learned  to  ignore  it,"  says  Peterson. 

Most  people  learn  to  ignore  it, 
because  they  have  decided  it  is 
irrelevant  to  the  syllable  task.  How- 
ever, what  precedes  the  appearance 
of  each  circle  in  the  monitor  during 
stage  two  is  precisely  this  burst  of 
white  noise.  If  you  did  not  ignore  it 
in  stage  one,  you  would  pick  it  up 
right  away.  That  is  what  most  of  the 
creative  individuals  do,  showing 
they  have  been  paying  attention 
to  the  syllables  while  keeping  an 
ear  out  for  the  so-called  irrelevant 
noise. 

"Creative  people  are  not  as  good 
at  learning  to  ignore  things,"  says 
Peterson. 

However,  he  adds  that  when  re- 
duced latent  inhibition  is  coupled 
with  high  IQ  and  good  working 
memory,  individuals  can  make 
original  and  creative  use  of  the 
extra  information.  If  you  have  fifty 
creative  ideas  in  a  day,  they  cannot 
all  be  worth  pursuing.  Your  IQ  and 
working  memory  are  like  editors. 
They  pick  out  the  good  ones. 

Individuals  who  suffer  from 
schizophrenia  are  not  as  good  at 
learning  to  ignore  things,  either. 
The  mind  of  a  paranoid  schizo- 
phrenic, in  particular,  is  incessantly 


flooded  with  information.  Depend- 
ing on  individual  differences  in 
personality,  as  well  as  differences 
in  factors  such  as  IQ  and  working 
memory,  reduced  latent  inhibition 
could  be  associated  with  creative 
temperament  in  one  but  psychotic 
behavior  in  another. 

Yet  Peterson  thinks  the  factor 
common  to  both  the  psychotic 
state  and  the  creative  thought  pro- 
cess is  dopamine,  one  of  our  many 
brain  chemicals  that  transmit  nerve 
signals.  If  you  give  people  cocaine 
or  amphetamine  ("speed"),  both 
of  which  increase  dopamirie  activ- 
ity, people's  latent  inhibition  disap- 
pears. If  these  are  given  to  paranoid 
schizophrenics,  their  symptoms  get 
worse.  "This  is  partly  why  we  claim 
to  have  tapped  into  the  biological 
basis  of  creativity,"  reasons  Peter- 
son. "Because  the  [biochemical 
processes  of  dopamine]  are  pretty 
well  understood." 

Studies  on  rodents — which  have 
a  brain  structure  very  similar  to 
ours — shed  light  on  human  brain 
chemistry  and  behavior.  "It  seems 
that  high  dopamine  function  leads 
to  more  novelty  seeking  and  less  at- 
tention to  previous  learning,"  says 
Dr.  John  Yeomans,  a  U  of  T  psy- 
chologist who  studies  dopamine 


systems  in  reward,  exploration  and 
latent  inhibition  in  rodents. 

Indeed,  Peterson  theorizes  that 
when  dopamine  levels  go  up,  indi- 
viduals become  more  exploratory 
and  more  open  to  their  surround- 
ings, where  "things  get  perceptu- 
ally re-novelized"  because  the 
"inhibitory  strength  of  old  catego- 
ries decreases."  His  theory  is  that 
the  associational  networks  in  the 


prefrontal  cortex  loosen  up,  so 
that  new  ideas  are  triggered  during 
exploration  and  new  patterns  are 
perceived.  Originality  in  thought 
comes  about. 

"That's  what  visual  artists  do 
to  us.  They  make  the  old  new,"  he 
says. 

Perhaps  not  surprisingly,  re- 
duced latent  inhibition  seems  to 
better  predict  artistic  creativity 
than  scientific  creativity.  Peterson 
speculates  it  is  because  there  is  no 
methodology  for  art.  There  is,  how- 
ever, a  method  for  science.  A  lot  of 
scientific  achievement  is  a  result  of 
straight  conscientiousness,  "You 
master  the  domain.  You  see  the 
next  problem.  You  work  hard.  Solid. 
One  of  the  things  that's  so  remark- 
able about  the  scientific  method  is 
that  it  enables  people  who  are  not 
temperamentally  creative  to  make 
discoveries."  He  also  points  out 
economic  patterns,  ecological  pat- 
terns, and  social  transformation 
patterns  as  examples  of  the  kind  of 
intangible  phenomena  that  are  not 
as  "amenable  to  sensory  analysis" 
but  are  more  easily  perceived  by 
those  who  have  reduced  latent 
inhibition. 

This  does  not  mean  that  drugs 
which  temporarily  open  doors  of 
perception,  such  as  cocaine  and 
amphetamines,  are  a  shortcut  to 
creative  achievement.  "Drug  effects 
are  transient,"  Peterson  says.  "They 
may  decrease  your  latent  inhibition 
and  increase  your  creative  asso- 
ciations, but  there  is  a  big  space 
between  that  and  actually  produc- 
ing something  creative." 


Wheat  Field  and  Cypress,  by  Vincent  Van  Gogh. 


Driven  by  curiosity 

U  of  T  chemist  finding  new  ways  to  make  old  molecules 


by  DON  DUVAL 


Since  1987,  when  Professor  Mark 
Lautens  joined  U  of  T,  his  organic 
chemistry  research  group  has  been 
mandated  with  trying  "to  discover 
new  kinds  of  chemical  reactions 
and  new  strategies  to  synthesize 
molecules."  To  do  this,  his  research 
team  has  focused  on  using  catalytic 
agents,  substances  that  increase 
the  rate  of  a  chemical  reaction  but 
which  are  left  unchanged  by  the 
reaction. 
Recently,  Lautens'  leading  edge 


research  received  significant  rec- 
ognition. It's  a  long  title,  but  with  it 
he  is  the  new  holder  of  the  Natural 
Sciences  and  Engineering  Research 
Council  of  Canada  (NSERC)-Merck 
Frosst  Canada  Industrial  Research 
Chair  in  New  Medicinal  Agents 
via  Catalytic  Reactions.  This  ap- 
pointment, in  conjunction  with  his 
impressive  list  of  past  awards  and 
honours,  has  further  contributed 
to  Lautens'  international  acclaim 
as  a  leader  in  synthetic  methods, 
asymmetric  catalysis  and  the  syn- 
thesis  of  medicinally  important 


molecules. 

Although  Merck  Frosst  is  a  con- 
tributor, Professor  Lautens  points 
out  that  his  research  is  focused  on 
"fundamental  reaction  discoveries 
and  exploring  reactions  to  their 
potential"  and  not  concerned  about 
developing  a  specific  pharmaceuti- 
cal drug.  As  a  research  institution, 
Lautens'  group  can  afford  to  take 
on  more  risky  experimental  endea- 
vours, because  unlike  pharmaceuti- 
cal companies,  they  are  not  driven 
by  profit  or  shareholders,  "we  are 
driven  by  curiosity"  he  remarks. 


One  of  the  highlights  of  Lautens' 
experimental  work  was  the  dis- 
covery of  a  new  catalytic  reaction 
mechanism  using  nickel.  The  end 
product  was  identified  as  a  mole- 
cule in  the  same  class  as  sertraline, 
commonly  known  as  Zoloft,  a  phar- 
maceutical used  in  the  treatment  of 
depression,  obsessive  compulsive 
disorder,  and  panic  disorder.  As 
Lautens  explains,  "we  found  a  way 
to  make  Zoloft,"  but  more  impor- 
tantly, he  claims  they  discovered 
"a  whole  new  way  of  thinking  about 
how  to  make  these  molecules."  As 
with  this  discovery,  Lautens  has 
further  developed  new  techniques 
and  reaction  mechanisms  using  dif- 
ferent catalysts  to  make  molecules 
that  "have  very  diverse  biological 
activities,  everything  from  pain- 
suppression    to  anti-depression 


plus  activities  we  don't  even  know 
yet." 

In  addition  to  developing  new, 
creative  reaction  mechanisms, 
Lautens'  research  group  is  also 
exploring  the  opportunity  to  use 
more  environmentally  friendly  re- 
action solvents,  such  as  water,  to 
reduce  the  release  of  potentially 
harmful  reaction  by-products  into 
the  environment. 

Lautens'  indicates  that  while 
the  appointment  has  not  changed 
his  daily  routine,  it  has  opened 
new  doors  by  allowing  his  depart- 
ment to  compete  for  the  very  best 
graduate  students  and  faculty.  The 
added  financial  security  will  also 
allow  Lautens  to  focus  more  on  long 
term  research  and  not  worry  about 
the  continual  application  for  grant 
money  to  support  his  endeavours. 
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The  literary  world  of  M.G.  Vassanji 


The  lit  season  is  in  full  gear,  with  the  International  Festival  of  Authors  kicking  off^ 
this  week  at  Harbourfront  and  the  Giller  Prize  soon  to  be  announced.  The  Varsity 
sat  down  with  one  of  the  authors  squarely  in  the  limelight  of  both  events. 


by  CHRIS  McKINNON 


A  decade  ago,  M.G.  Vassanji  won  the 
inaugural  Giller  Prize.  Appropriately 
enough,  this  year  being  the  tenth 
anniversary  of  Canada's  premier  lit- 
erary prize,  he  has  been  shortlisted 
again,  for  his  new  novel  The  In-Be- 
tween  World  of  Vikram  Lall.  Speaking 
about  it  recently  at  his  publishers' 
offices  in  Toronto,  he  is  character- 
istically modest.  "The  Giller  Prize  is 
much  more  of  a  presence  now,"  he 
says.  "[Being  shortlisted]  is  satisfy- 
ing in  a  sense,  but  mostly  it  is  a  sense 
of  relief." 

The  Giller  Prize  was  established  in 
1994  by  Toronto  businessman  Jack 
Rabinovitch  in  honour  of  his  late 
wife,  literary  journalist  Doris  Giller. 
That  year's  prize  went  to  Vassanji's 
novel  The  Book  of  Secrets,  and  went 
a  long  way  to  solidifying  him  in  the 
annals  of  CanLit.  His  first  novel, 
The  Gunny  Sack,  won  the  Regional 
Commonwealth  Prize  for  Literature 
in  1989.  Though  soft-spoken  and 
modest,  this  Kenya-born,  Tanzania- 
raised  former  nuclear  physicist  is  no 
stranger  to  literary  prizes. 

"In  terms  of  my  own  accomplish- 
ment, sometimes  it  worries  me.  With 
any  prize  there  is  recognition,  and  it 
is  good  for  the  book,  the  publisher, 
for  your  own  self-esteem..."  he  says, 
trailing  off.  "But  then  you  wonder 
what  you  are  writing  for.  There  is 
an  expectation  there  [when  you've 
won],  and  so  this  time  it  was  mostly 
a  relief." 

Though  Vassanji  takes  a  rather 
nonchalant  view  of  it,  the  Giller 
Prize  is  hardly  something  to  sniff  at. 
It  is  Canada's  richest  literary  prize, 
awarding  $25,000  annually  to  the 


winner,  creating  heaps  of  publicity 
for  the  shortlisted  books  and  their 
authors,  and  according  all  those 
involved  a  degree  of  prestige.  For 
Vassanji,  though,  all  these  things  are 
peripheral.  He  readily  admits  that  the 
writing  itself  is  his  real  passion. 

"The  joy  of  writing  a  novel  is 
finishing  it.  This  part,  the  publicity, 
is  where  there  are  nitpickers — you 
know,  people  that  praise  you,  people 
that  sort  of  try  to  put  you  down,"  he 
says.  "And  you  know,  you  don't  say 
anything.  It  is  part  of  the  packaging 
and  the  selling,  and  it's  important, 
but  sometimes  you  wish — you  would 
like  to  wish  it  away — into  a  black 
hole,  maybe." 

Sometimes  when  an  author  speaks 
so  earnestly  about  writing,  it  is  easy 
to  turn  a  deaf  ear  on  them.  With  Vas- 
sanji, however,  a  man  who  gave  up  a 
promising  career  in  nuclear  physics 
to  pursue  writing  full-time,  one  is  in- 
clined to  take  him  far  more  seriously. 

The  In-Between  World  of  Vikram 
Lall  is  Vassanji's  fifth  novel,  and  is 
already  a  critical  success.  The  Giller 
shortlist  appeared  only  days  before 
the  novel  hit  the  shelves,  providing 
a  healthy  boost  of  attention  to  the 
title.  Vassanji  has  only  just  begun 
what  will  be  a  long  road  of  interviews 
and  public  readings,  but  he  appears 
ready  to  make  the  sacrifice.  This  may 
have  something  to  do  with  the  con- 
tent of  the  book.  A  healthy  portion  of 
Vassanji's  stories  are  set  in  Tanzania, 
Dar  es  Salaam  in  particular,  the  land 
where  he  was  raised.  The  In-Between 
World  represents  the  first  time  that 
he  has  written  about  the  place  of 
his  birth,  Kenya.  Despite  his  own 
very  vague  memories  of  Kenya  and 
the  politically  volatile  time  that  he  is 
writing  about,  it  is  a  place  that  has  al- 


ways had  a  certain  hold  on  him,  even 
as  he  grew  up  to  consider  himself 
Tanzanian. 

"The  time  when  1  left  Kenya  was 
the  time  when  my  father  died.  1  was 
four-and-a-half  years  old,  so  Kenya, 
for  me,  was  about  him,"  he  explains. 
After  that,  his  mother  moved  the 
family  to  Dar  es  Salaam  where  it  was 
safer. 

The  new  novel  explores  firsthand 
the  experience  of  Kenya  before  Inde- 
pendence, during  the  idealistic  times 
just  afterwards,  and  later  as  the  new 
government  descends  again  into  cor- 
ruption. Though  Vassanji  explores 
the  Mau  Mau  period  (named  after 
the  guerrilla  freedom  fighters  of  the 
time)  in  the  first  part  of  the  book,  his 
actual  memories  of  the  time  are  few: 
"1  remember  instances  of  it.  I  always 
knew  I  wanted  to  write  about  it,"  he 
says.  In  particular,  he  recalls  a  time 
when  one  of  his  family's  servants  was 
taken  away  by  the  military  police,  a 
recurring  image  in  the  first  part  of 
the  book. 

Later  in  the  novel,  he  drew  on  the 
experiences  of  friends  and  family 
that  remained  in  Nairobi,  during  In- 
dependence and  afterward,  as  well 
as  significant  amounts  of  archival 
data,  to  recreate  the  Kenya  of  that 
period.  But  historical  accuracy  al- 
ways remains  tangential  to  the  sto- 
rytelling. 

"It's  always  from  a  point  of  view. 
The  Mau  Mau  period — I  can't  give  it 
another  name.  There  are  some  things 
that  are  fixed.  In  my  writing,  I  never 
completely  contradict  [the  facts]," 
Vassanji  offers.  At  the  same  time,  the 
facts  never  read  like  a  history  text- 
book. Vassanji  weds  factual  detail 
with  lyrical  memories,  and  thus  tales 
of  fear  and  violence,  and  also  stories 


Author  M.G.  Vassanji 

of  family  and  love,  are  born. 

Other  themes  in  the  book  reflect 
aspects  of  Vassanji's  own  life.  "When 
we  lived  in  Tanzania,  we  belonged 
and  did  not  belong  because  we  had 
come  from  Kenya.  That  has  been  a 
central  thread  in  my  own  life,"  he 
says.  Similarly,  the  book's  central 
family  feels  as  though  they  belong 
in  Kenya  but  simultaneously  stick 
out  because  they  are  Indian.  At  the 
same  time,  "I  think  when  I  look  back, 
Vikram  [the  title  character]  is  the 
furthest  from  myself  that  I  have  ever 
written,"  Vassanji  says. 

The  details  of  their  lives  may  be 
different,  but  the  themes  woven 
throughout  are  similar.  Both  Vassanji 
and  his  flawed  hero  share  an  under- 
standing of  how  the  past  has  shaped 
them  into  who  they  are  today.  The 
past  is  a  common  thread  in  much  of 


Vassanji's  writing — the  characters 
and  communities  that  populate  his 
stories  are  keenly  aware  of  their  per- 
sonal and  political  history. 

"I  know  very  few  people  who  do 
not  have  a  past  to  explain,"  Vassanji 
notes.  "There  are  no  characters  that 
are  born  in  a  place  and  die  in  that 
same  place."  Reading  his  novels,  it  is 
tempting  to  believe  him. 

The  winner  of  the  2004  Giller  Prize  will 
be  announced  Nov.  4.  The  awards  cer- 
emony will  be  broadcast  Hoe  on  Bravo, 
BookTeleuision,  and  CBC-TV at  9  p.m. 

M.G.  Vassanji  makes  two  appear- 
ances at  the  International  Festival  of 
Authors:  Reading  at  the  Premiere  Dance 
Theatre  on  Oct.  27  at  8  p.m.,  and  an  in- 
terview at  the  Lakeside  Terrace  on  Oct. 
28  at  9  p.m. 


Virtuoso  Vassanji 


by  CHRIS  McKINNON 


Vikram  Lall  is,  by  his  own  admis- 
sion, among  the  most  corrupt  men 
in  Africa,  "a  cheat  of  monstrous 
and  reptilian  cunning."  And  so 
it  is  bizarre,  after  more  than  400 
pages,  to  feel  compassion  for  the 
title  character  of  M.G.  Vassanji's 
latest  novel,  The  In-Between  World 
of  Vikram  Lall.  It's  a  difficult  book  to 
approach — the  buzz  surrounding  it 
is  major  and  there's  that  little  mat- 
ter of  it  making  the  shortlist  for  the 
Giller  Prize.  It  seemed  almost  like 
no  one  had  anything  bad  to  say 
about  it,  which  is  always  rather  a 
scary  prospect. 


BOOK  REVIEW 


The  In-Between  World 
of  Vikram  Lall 


By  M.G.  Vassanji 


Doubleday  Canada 


Rating:  WW 


Lall's  first-person  confession  is 
the  novel's  opening  paragraph, 
but  it's  actually  just  a  red  herring 
to  draw  you  off  the  trail.  The  In-Be- 
tween World  of  Vikram  Lall  is  really 


a  book  about  family,  racial  tension, 
forbidden  love,  and  idealism  in 
the  face  of  political  turmoil.  And 
its  cleverness  lies  in  the  fact  that 
you  don't  even  realize  that  until  it 
is  too  late. 

The  book  is  divided  into  three 
parts,  corresponding  neatly  to 
three  time  periods  in  the  history 
of  Kenya's  struggle  for  political 
independence.  The  first  part  rides 
swiftly  through  Lall's  childhood, 
where  tension  is  thick  and  recollec- 
tions are  vivid.  The  Lall  family,  In- 
dians living  in  Africa,  sits  in  an  awk- 
ward place  between  the  Africans 
and  the  British  (the  'in-between'  of 
the  title).  The  pressures  there  are 
drawn  out  as  Vikram  and  his  sister 
Deepa  befriend  a  pair  of  British 
children.  Bill  and  Annie,  and  the 
grandson  of  their  African  gardener. 


Njoroge.  During  playtime,  the  five 
children  perform  a  frightening 
mimicry  of  the  more  adult  political 
tensions  around  them.  Outside  the 
shelter  of  childhood,  the  Lall  family 
is  subject  to  the  fear  and  propagan- 
da of  the  British  Empire's  military 
police,  and  the  rebel  movement  of 
the  Mau  Mau,  a  clandestine  group 
of  African  freedom  fighters. 

The  second  section  of  the  novel 
maps  the  forbidden  love  of  Deepa 
and  Njoroge,  and  their  heady 
struggle  to  overcome  the  barriers 
to  their  interracial  relationship  in 
the  newly  liberated  and  idealistic 
Kenya.  The  final  part  of  the  book 
drags  a  little  as  it  maps  Vikram's 
increasing  cynicism  as  he  rises 
through  the  ranks  of  the  new  gov- 
ernment, and  eventually  his  (and 
thus  Kenya's)  descent  into  corrup- 


tion and  renewed  political  turmoil. 

Dividing  the  novel  into  parts 
serves  almost  like  acts  in  a  play, 
with  the  first  two  acts  setting  the 
stage  and  accomplishing  what 
the  preface  belies:  Vikram  Lall, 
despite  his  seemingly  repugnant 
personality,  is  a  human  being  just 
like  you  and  me.  Kenya  is  a  place 
not  unlike  here.  We  are  all  tied  to- 
gether by  our  pasts,  our  families, 
our  prejudices,  and  our  traditions. 
But  that's  not  all — The  In-Between 
World  of  Vikram  Lall  is  also  the  story 
of  colonialism,  de-colonialization, 
and  rebuilding.  In  very  compelling 
fashion,  Vassanji  provides  us  with 
a  vivid  and  moving  allegory  to  help 
us  understand  it.  In  the  end,  read- 
ers are  left  to  wonder:  If  Vikram 
Lall  is  a  bad  man,  then  why  does  he 
seem  just  like  us? 
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True  story  makes  for  false  movie 


FILM  REVIEW 


Veronica  Guerin 


Directed  by 
Joel  Schumacher 


Starring  Cate  Blanchett,  Ge- 
rard McSorley,  Claran  Hinds 


Now  playing 


Rating:  W 


byJUDEMAK 


Based  on  a  real-life  story,  Ve- 
ronica Guerin  showcases  the  Irish 
journalist  who  exposed  how  eas- 
ily the  Irish  mob  trafficked  drugs 
throughout  Dublin.  In  pursuing  the 
gangs,  she  was  ultimately  killed  on 
the  orders  of  the  chief  drug  lord 
in  1996.  Whether  Veronica  Guerin 
(who  wrote  for  Dublin's  Sunday  Inde- 
pendent) was  a  good  journalist  isn't 
really  the  point  of  the  film,  but  the 
movie  seems  to  make  her  out  to  be  a 
martyr  who  is  fueled  more  by  selfish 
showmanship  than  really  trying  to 
uncover  the  truth.  Since  her  assas- 
sination is  shown  at  the  beginning 
of  the  film  before  it  flashes  back  to 
the  events  that  led  to  her  death, 
we  already  know  how  the  story  will 
end,  but  Cate  Blanchett's  portrayal 
of  Guerin  makes  it  seem  inevitable 
that  the  lead  character  will  die. 

Her  cause  is  obviously  just — our 
sympathies  are  played  upon  early 


Cate  Blanchett  stars  as  doomed  Irish  journalist  Veronica  Guerin. 


on  with  a  scene  of  Guerin  walking 
though  the  syringe-littered  land- 
scape of  a  housing  project,  where 
youth  are  being  exploited  by  the 
mob  to  distribute  drugs.  Anyone 
would  be  bothered  by  the  sight  of 
a  toddler  with  a  used  syringe  trying 
to  imitate  the  injection  methods 
of  his  heroin-abusing  neighbors. 
However,  Guerin  acts  like  an  annoy- 
ing smart-aleck  who  is  constantly 
cracking  wise,  almost  begging  for 
an  applause  for  her  theatrics.  In  a 
scene  where  she  marches  right  up 
to  the  doorstep  of  the  drug  kingpin, 
she  seems  to  be  asking  for  a  death 
warrant  on  her  head.  Certainly, 


exposing  the  gritty  truth  takes  de- 
termination and  sacrifice.  Getting 
death  threats  from  the  mob — un- 
derstandable, it  comes  with  the 
job.  But  the  viewer  is  left  wondering 
if  the  Guerin  character  should  go 
so  far  as  to  constantly  ignore  the 
advice  of  her  patient  husband  and 
co-workers — she's  putting  their 
lives  in  jeopardy  as  well. 

Director  Joel  Schumacher  ap- 
plies his  usual  gloss  to  the  pro- 
ceedings— the  film  looks  great,  all 
steely  greys  and  cool  tones — and 
moves  briskly  like  a  good  thriller. 
But  this  is,  as  the  opening  titles 
ostentatiously  point  out,  a  Jerry 


Bruckheimer  presentation.  And  like 
most  Bruckheimer  productions, 
things  quickly  take  a  turn  for  the 
overblown  and  the  obvious,  leav- 
ing very  little  room  for  Blanchett 
to  do  the  kind  of  subtle  work  that 
she's  quite  capable  of.  The  audience 
keeps  waiting  to  get  a  sense  of  what 
drives  this  woman,  but  all  we  get  is 
an  magnified  myth. 

Of  course,  this  is  just  a  movie, 
and  we  do  need  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  real  Veronica  and  the 
character  played  by  Cate  Blanchett. 
Veronica  Guerin's  death  sped  up 
Ireland's  fight  against  drugs,  in- 
stantly driving  the  gangs  and  their 


trade  underground.  Her  untimely 
demise  forced  the  government  to 
introduce  new  laws  and  programs 
that  actively  pursued  suspected 
drug  dealers.  But  while  Veronica 
Guerin  the  movie  has  been  a  huge 
hit  in  Ireland,  where  the  audience 
knows  and  remembers  the  titular 
character  as  a  great  heroine,  here 
in  North  America,  all  audiences  re- 
ally know  is  what  the  movie  shows 
them.  And  in  that  respect,  the  film 
does  its  subject  a  great  disrespect. 
The  movie's  tagline  reads:  "Why 
would  anyone  want  to  kill  Veronica 
Guerin?"  This  film  suggests  that  the 
reasons  are  pretty  obvious. 
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More  accountability,  less  squandering 

Team  fund  management  called  into  check  by  Faculty  ofPhys  Ed 


byAMARAGOSSIN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Money  always  talks,  but  this 
year  it's  screaming  at  the  top  of 
its  lungs.  This  2003-2004  year, 
the  Faculty  of  Physical  Education 
and  Health  (FPEH)  is  making  the 
management  of  intercollegiate 
team  funds  a  priority. 

"We  have  been  forced  to  take  a 
creative  approach  to  running  our 
program,"  said  director  of  athlet- 
ics, Liz  Hoffman.  "In  the  mid- 
90's,  we  faced  millions  of  dollars 
of  funding  cutbacks. ..so  we've 
really  had  to  make  changes." 

It  was  a  couple  of  years  ago 
that  things,  as  Hoffman  sug- 
gests, began  to  change.  "We  only 
really  started  getting  serious 
endowments  two  years  ago," 
admits  Frank  Pindar,  the  FPEH 
manager  of  intercollegiate  busi- 
ness. Prior  to  receiving  the  mas- 
sive endowments  that  currently 
fund  many  varsity  sports,  teams 
ran  off  faculty  money  and  their 
own  fundraising.  These  income 
sources,  notes  Pindar,  are  gener- 
ally non-receiptable  and  so  do 
not  demand  faculty  and  team 
accountability. 

"When  a  team  is  selling  boxes 
of  chocolates  to  fundraise,  it  can 


really  do  whatever  it  wants  with 
that  money.  It  does  not  gener- 
ally have  to  answer  back  to  the 
donors,"  Pindar  explains.  "But 
once  you  start  issuing  receipts 
for  thousand-dollar  donations, 
that  donor  wants  to  know  what's 
happening  with  that  money." 

And  so,  as  endowments  picked 
up,  a  new  system  of  checks  and 
balances  was  put  in  place.  The 
new  system  is  designed  to  en- 
sure two  things:  that  teams  do 
not  spend  beyond  their  means, 
and  that  all  team  spending  is 
completely  transparent. 

The  first  step  is  to  isolate  and 
monitor  each  team's  "four  ac- 
counts." Faculty  funding,  endow- 
ment interest,  alumni  donations, 
and  team  fundraising  will  each 
have  separate  accounts  in  order 
to  track  a  team's  spending. 

The  second  step  is  the  spend- 
ing plan  that  each  team  must  cre- 
ate, get  approved,  and  stick  to. 
At  the  beginning  of  each  season, 
coaches  must  submit  a  detailed 
spending  plan  for  the  upcoming 
season.  "It  can,  and  will,  and 
has  happened  that  teams  pre- 
dict they'll  raise  more  money 
than  they  do  and  so  they  end  up 
overspending,"  Pindar  conceded, 
"but  usually  the  numbers  are  not 


too  big." 

For  the  most  part,  estimating 
costs  is  easy.  For  instance,  the 
amount  given  by  the  faculty  to 
each  intercollegiate  team  re- 
mains the  same,  year  after  year. 
The    FPEH    funds  transporta- 

Once  you  start  issuing 
receipts  for  thousand- 
dollar  donations,  that 
donor  wants  to  know 
what's  happening  with 
that  money 
-Frank  Pindar,  Manager  of 
Intercollegiate  business 

tion  to  league  games  for  every 
team — and  that's  about  it.  In 
fact,  U  of  T  is  the  only  univer- 
sity in  the  province  that  does 
not  provide  meal  money  for  its 
athletes. 

Endowment  interest  and  alum- 
ni donations  are  also  easy  to 
estimate.  The  big  question  mark 
is  the  fundraising  account.  Over 
the  past  several  years,  some 
teams  have  found  it  difficult  to 
guess  how  successful  their  fund- 


raising  efforts  will  be.  Any  team 
that  overspends  owes  its  money 
back  the  following  year.  Meaning 
that  any  money  raised  over  the 
course  of  the  next  fiscal  year  will 
go  right  to  repaying  the  debt,  be- 
fore it  can  be  spent  elsewhere. 

The  faculty,  however,  insists 
that  it  has  taken  measures  to 
remedy  the  problem.  "We  want 
to  be  part  of  solution,"  says  Hoff- 
man, "and  so  we  are  really  work- 
ing hard  to  ensure  that  spending 
plans  are  realistic."  Now,  every 
team's  spending  plan  must  be 
signed  off  on  by  the  coach,  an 
athlete,  an  alumnus,  an  alumni 
development  representative, 
and  both  Pindar  and  Hoffman. 

"We  will  send  the  plans  back 
if  they  are  unrealistic,"  Hoffman 
maintains,  "and  the  most  usual 
reason  for  a  plan  to  be  sent  back 
is,  in  fact,  an  overly  optimistic 
fundraising  projection." 

The  faculty  has  learned  from 
previous  years'  mistakes.  Last 
year  there  was  one  year-end 
fund  management  review  per 
team.  This  year,  there  will  be 
three.  The  first  is  coming  up  in 
mid-November,  followed  by  two 
more  at  the  end  of  each  fiscal 
quarter  (every  three  months). 

"It's  a  bit  of  a  headache  in 


springtime  when  we  have  to 
draw  the  plan  up,  and  I'd  as- 
sume it's  a  headache  for  admin- 
istration every  time  there's  an 
expense,"  women's  basketball 
coach  Michele  Belanger  says, 
"but  otherwise  it's  a  much  more 
accountable  system.  We  abso- 
lutely must  stick  to  our  spending 
plans.  Absolutely." 

Belanger's  team  is  one  of  the 
most  successful  in  terms  of  fund- 
raising.  It  has  already  reached 
its  endowment  goals  and  has 
fundraised  enough  to  cover  trav- 
el to  exhibition  games  and  meal 
money  while  on  the  road.  Other 
teams  are  not  as  successful,  and 
some  discourage  fundraising 
altogether,  preferring  to  charge 
athletes  a  participation  fee. 

Although  the  faculty,  coaches, 
and  administrators  continue 
to  hear  charges  that  all  teams 
get  too  much  money,  that  some 
teams  get  too  much  while  oth- 
ers get  too  little,  and  that  none 
get  enough,  there  seems  to  be 
no  question  that  the  system  Is 
undergoing  changes.  Problems 
are  being  addressed,  and,  at  the 
very  least,  the  intercollegiate 
team  fund  management  system 
has  become  more  accountable 
and  more  transparent  . 


Setting  the  lake  on  fire:  Ph.D.  student  strikes  again 


COURTESY  OF  CHRISTIAN  VENTRESCA 

In  the  flesh:  Kiran  alone  on  the  water. 


by  LILLIAN  PARSONS  

When  his  ninth  grade  teacher 
suggested  he  give  rowing  a  try, 
Kiran  van  Rijn  decided  to  take  up 
the  sport.  The  Vancouver  native 
spent  the  next  14  years  rowing 
his  way  through  high  school 
and  several  university  degrees. 
Although  Kiran  now  rows  for  U 
of  T,  he  has  his  sights  set  on  the 
Canadian  national  team. 

As  part  of  the  U  of  T  Blues 
crew,  Kiran  wakes  up  well  before 
the  crack  of  dawn  to  train  on  Lake 
Ontario.  "1  love  training,"  says  the 
early  riser,  "I  enjoy  the  feeling  of 
rowing  when  everything  is  going 
right.  The  feeling  of  being  out 
there  on  the  water — it's  hard  to 
describe." 

Lucky  for  van  Rijn,  because 
grueling  is  the  only  word  to 
describe  the  rower's  training 
schedule.  Less  than  ideal  water 
conditions,  weather,  and  work- 
load aside,  Kiran  tries  to  put  in 
a  workout  each  day  of  the  week. 
He  is  even  working  towards  train- 
ing twice  a  day,  every  single  day. 
More  surprisingly,  van  Rijn's 
passion  and  dedication  extends 
beyond  rowing. 

Van  Rijn  completed  his  first 
degree,  a  Bachelor  of  Science,  in 
his  hometown  at  UBC.  A  move  to 
Victoria  came  next,  and  with  it  a 
second  undergrad  degree  in  Eng- 
lish and  History  from  UVic.  It  was 
only  then  that  Kiran  made  the 
cross-Canada  migration  to  To- 
ronto, to  commence  his  masters 
at  U  of  T's  Institute  for  the  His- 
tory and  Philosophy  of  Science 


and  Technology  (IHPST).  Now, 
he's  starting  the  second  year 
of  his  Ph.D,  also  at  the  IHPST, 
specializing  in  medical  imaging 
technology. 

On  the  team,  Kiran  rows  in 
a  single  and  strokes  the  men's 
varsity  eight.  According  to  the 
rower,  there's  a  major  difference 
between  the  two.  "Rowing  in  a 
single  means  that  you  can  con- 
trol everything.  You  can  make  it  a 


good  row  or  a  bad  row.  However, 
in  a  single  you  miss  out  on  the 
camaraderie  of  eight  other  team- 
mates." 

Just  as  van  Rijn  enjoys  the 
company  of  his  teammates,  the 
others  definitely  appreciate  all 
Kiran  brings  to  the  boat.  With  the 
most  experience  of  all  the  men 
in  the  eight,  Kiran  contributes 
talent,  strength,  perseverance, 
and  much  more.  Not  only  is  he 


described  as  a  "great  teammate 
and  friend,"  fellow  rower  Chris- 
tian Ventresca  believes  that,  "in 
a  sport  where  individuals  don't 
really  stand  out,  Kiran  knows 
when  to  step  up  and  when  to  be 
'another  guy  in  the  boat.'" 

As  they  say,  the  proof  is  in  the 
pudding.  At  last  year's  Canadian 
University  Championships,  the 
Varsity  Eight,  underdog  going 
in,  came  out  with  a  third  place 


bronze  medal.  Just  last  spring, 
the  men's  Varsity  Eight  also 
competed  in  Milan.  There,  at  the 
International  University  Invita- 
tional Regatta,  they  placed  an 
impressive  fourth. 

As  a  solo  competitor,  Kiran  has 
fared  even  better.  This  season 
alone  he  has  won  two  consecu- 
tive men's  single  titles — at  the 
U  of  T  Sprints  and  the  Head  of 
the  Trent — and  two  consecutive 
double's  titles  with  partner  Jon 
Caners.  Van  Rijn  and  Caners 
rowed  their  way  to  the  top  at  the 
Western  Invitational,  and  the  U  of 
T  Sprints. 

However,  Kiran  doesn't  mea- 
sure success  by  the  number  of 
medals  around  his  neck,  and  tries 
not  to  become  obsessed  with 
results.  He  said  his  best  rowing 
season  was  the  year  he  decided 
not  to  worry  about  qualifying  for 
the  national  team  and  focused 
on  having  fun.  With  this  type  of 
mind-set,  Kiran  has  managed  to 
overcome  many  obstacles  and 
focus  on  the  present. 

Although,  Kiran  hasn't  ruled 
out  trying  out  for  the  Canadian 
national  rowing  team,  his  pri- 
mary goal  is  to  stay  active  in 
the  sport  for  as  long  as  possible, 
while  keeping  up  with  his  educa- 
tion. He  is  willing  to  put  the  time, 
sweat,  pain  and  devotion  into 
rowing — a  sport  that  takes  "thou- 
sands if  not  millions  of  strokes" 
to  reach  perfection.  "Rowing  is  a 
sport  that  can  reward  those  who 
keep  at  if  for  a  long  time,"  adds 
van  Rijn,  "getting  to  where  I  am 
now  was  a  very  gradual  process, 
achieving  little  bit  by  little  bit." 
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Benn  named 
new  b-ball 
coach 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 

Sherwyn  Benn:  28 -year  old 
head  coach  of  the  Blues  men's 
basketball  team. 


by  IRA  TATE 

VARSITY  STAFF  

All  good  things  must  come  to  an  end. 
But  sometimes,  they  may  get  even 
better. 

On  Thursday,  Oct.  16,  Sherwyn 
Benn  was  named  the  new  head  coach 
of  the  men's  varsity  basketball  team. 
Former  coach  Ken  Olynyk,  a  veteran 
of  the  Blues  program  for  more  than  13 
years,  is  leaving  U  of  T  at  the  end  of  the 
month.  He  has  accepted  a  position  as 
athletic  director  at  the  University  Col- 
lege of  the  Cariboo  in  Kamloops,  B.C. 

"People  are  already  preparing 
themselves  for  the  void,"  says  Benn, 
of  long-time  coach  Olynyks  pending 
departure.  Starting  in  1989,  Olynyk 
led  the  Blues  to  the  1995  Ontario  title, 
and  three  straight  trips  (1995-1997) 
to  the  Canadian  Interuniversity  Sport 
"final  eight."  In  the  2002-2003  season, 
Olynyk  spent  his  sabbatical  as  a  visit- 
ing coach  with  the  Toronto  Raptors. 

For  Benn,  filling  Olynyk's  shoes  is 
"more  of  a  blessing,"  than  anything 
else.  "This  kind  of  opportunity  at  28 — 
it's  rare,"  he  says.  His  appointment  is 
considered  interim,  guaranteed  only 
for  one  year  "I'm  not  looking  further," 
says  Benn,  but  then  adds  "I'd  love  to 
be  able  to  extend  the  opportunity." 

Things  have  come  full  circle  for 
Benn.  A  Toronto  native,  Benn  attended 
U  of  T's  Faculty  of  Physical  Education 
and  Health  (FPEH)  in  1996,  where  he 
played  ball  for  the  Blues.  At  point 
guard,  Benn  captained  the  team  for 
three  years  and  was  named  the  team's 
most  valuable  player  three  of  his  five 
seasons.  After  graduating  in  2001, 
Benn  spent  time  behind  the  Blues 
bench  as  assistant  coach. 

"My  philosophy,  is  you  work  as  hard 
as  you  can  and  good  things  will  hap- 
pen," says  the  incumbent  coach.  With 
nine  years  of  coaching  experience  un- 
der his  belt  at  area  camps,  clinics,  and 
high  schools,  and  one  more  coming  up 
with  the  Blues,  Benn's  philosophy  so 
far,  is  sound. 
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Laurier  loss  last  for  Blues 

V  of  T  sets  new  season  record  for  most  points  scored  against 


byRUSSHOFF 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  Varsity  Blues  took  the  field  look- 
ing for  their  first  victory  of  the  year 
against  the  Laurier  Golden  Hawks 
Saturday  afternoon  in  Toronto.  The 
sky  was  grey,  a  cold  drizzle  fell 
throughout  the  afternoon,  the  engi- 
neering band  didn't  suck  as  much  as 
usual,  and  the  Laurier  cheerleaders 
outnumbered  and  outmatched  the 
Varsity  cheerleading  squad. 

All  of  these  things  had  little  to  do 
with  football,  but  one  could  be  for- 
given for  being  distracted  by  them 
throughout  the  slow,  predictable 
game  that  basically  ended  before  it 
started.  It  was  wet,  cold,  and  dismal, 
and  the  hopes  of  the  Varsity  Blues 
seemed  to  go  the  way  of  the  weather 
right  from  the  outset. 


Playing  in  front  of  their  largest 
home  crowd  of  the  year,  the  Blues 
could  do  little  to  prevent  the  sev- 
enth ranked  team  in  Canadian  Inter- 
university Sport  (CIS)  from  rolling 
up  a  62-7  victory.  The  Golden  Hawks 
running  attack,  led  by  CIS  All-Cana- 
dian candidate  Derek  Medler,  went 
for  over  350  yards  against  the  Blues 
defense,  which  has  proven  through- 
out the  season  it  cannot  stop  a 
strong  ground  game. 

Laurier  running  back  Bryon 
Hickey  led  the  scoring  for  the  Hawks 
with  four  touchdowns  on  five  car- 
ries, while  Medler  finished  with  191 
yards  on  24  carries.  The  Golden 
Hawks  ran  up  42  points  in  the  first 
half,  with  two  quick  touchdowns 
coming  in  the  first  five  minutes 
of  the  game,  sealing  their  victory 
early. 


The  Blues  offence  continued  to 
prove  it  could  move  the  football,  but 
also  that  once  it  got  within  sniffing 
distance  of  the  Laurier  goal-line,  it 
could  routinely  turn  the  ball  over. 
Fifth-year  running  back  Roger 
Makhlouf,  filling  in  for  injured  Blues 
starter  Templar  Iga,  had  a  produc- 
tive day,  breaking  off  a  few  decent 
runs  to  finish  with  98  yards  rushing. 

Quarterback  Carter  Livingstone, 
enjoying  a  renaissance  of  sorts  by 
averaging  well  over  200  passing 
yards/game  for  the  past  few  weeks, 
again  failed  to  find  the  end  zone 
through  the  air.  He  tossed  three  in- 
terceptions to  end  long,  impressive 
Blues  drives. 

Livingstone  did  add  a  touchdown 
on  a  QB  sneak  late  in  the  game,  cap- 
ping the  only  interesting  sidebar 
all  day.  Inside  the  Laurier  five-yard 


line,  the  Blues  took  roughly  seven 
plays  to  score,  aided  by  two  ques- 
tionable Laurier  penalties.  Finally, 
Coach  Steve  Hewlett  sent  in  a  heavy 
goal-line  formation  and  Livingstone 
was  able  to  sneak  the  ball  across 
the  goal  line,  breaking  the  Laurier 
shutout. 

The  Blues  season  thus  ends,  with 
the  team  going  0-8  under  Coach 
Howlett.  Despite  the  many  program 
changes,  this  edition  of  the  Blues 
broke  the  OUA  all-time  record  for 
most  points  given  up  in  a  season, 
held  by  the  2002  Blues  team.  The 
2003  edition  gave  up  a  record  394 
points,  breaking  the  Blues'  old  re- 
cord by  30  points.  The  Blues  head 
into  the  off-season  in  exactly  the 
same  situation  as  this  time  last  year, 
re-evaluating  and  examining  a  los- 
ing season. 
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Blues  badminton  squashes  Ryerson 


by  MATTSGMERS 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  Blues  badminton  squad  deci- 
mated an  overmatched  Ryerson 
team  on  Saturday,  Oct.  18,  defeating 
the  Rams  in  10  of  13  matches.  This 
was  the  inaugural  badminton  match 
of  the  year,  and  counted  in  the  "TRY 
Cup"  standings. 
Seasoned  veteran  Jessica  Shiu 


turned  in  an  outstanding  perfor- 
mance on  the  women's  side,  defeat- 
ing Marlene  Andrade  11-1  and  11-0 
in  singles  play.  Shiu  is  the  only  regu- 
lar returning  member  of  last  year's 
squad,  and  team  captain.  Shiling 
Cheung  also  showed  skill,  strength, 
and  heart  when  she  came  back  to 
win  the  last  two  sets  of  her  match 
after  losing  the  first. 
Lee  Ha  was  the  star  for  the  men, 


as  he  was  able  to  get  past  John  Chen 
with  15-13  and  15-8  wins.  This  al- 
lowed him  to  keep  a  firm  grip  on  the 
#1  ranking  in  the  OUA  standings. 

Doubles  play  was  highlighted  by 
a  huge  victory  by  Jessica  Shiu  and 
relative  newcomer  Susan  Wong. 
The  pair  didn't  give  up  more  than 
seven  points  in  either  set  against 
Marlene  Andrade  and  Barb  Liu  from 
Ryerson. 


FRI.  OCT.  24 

VOLLEYBALL 
DOUBLEHEADER 

Women  vs.  Waterloo  -  6  p.m. 
Men  vs.Western  -  8  p.m. 
Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 

SAT.  OCT.  25 

woiviEiy's 

LACROSSE 

vs.  McGill  -  10  a.m. 
vs.  Queen's  -  2  p.m. 
Back  Campus 


OUA 
FIELD  HOCKEY 
CHAMPIOIMSHIP 

Fri.  Oct.  24 

Noon  and  2  p.m. 

Sat.  Oct.  25 

Noon  (Bronze) 
2  p.m.  (Gold) 

Lamport  Stadium 
(King  &  Dufferin  St.) 


Check  our  www.varsityblues.ca  for  more  information. 
U  ofT  students  free  with  valid  Student  Card. 


LILrWONG 

Karen  Li,  pictured  above,  bounced  bacic  after  losing  her  first  set  on 
Saturday  to  beat  Ryerson's  Barbara  Liu  2-11,  11-7,  11-3.  Yesterday 
against  York,  Li  and  the  Blues  did  not  fare  as  well.  Toronto  won 
only  two  games  to  York's  11. 


literaTOUR 

RE-COVER  TORONTO'S  URBAN 
CHARACTER  IN  THREE  TALES  OF  THE  CITY 


)  Ontario 


Ixioking  for  somerhing  to  do  downtown?  Take  a  LiteraTOUR  —  a  literary  walking 
tour  from  Queen  to  Bloor,  from  Bathurst  to  Yonge  —  and  discover  Toronto's 
character  by  becoming  one!  These  worl<s  ot  poeriy,  fiction  and  memoir, 
written  by  our  resident  talent,  are  featured  in  oiu  LiteraTOUR  Passport. 


Ralph 

Osborne 


Pick  up  your  LiteraTOUR  passport  and  have  it  stamped  at  the  following  venues: 

•  Imperial  Pub,  54  Dimdas  St  E  •  The  Horseshoe,  370  Queen  Sr  W 

•  HMV,  2-'2-i74  Queen  St  W  •  The  Pilot,  22  Ctimberland  St 

•  Regal  Beagle,  355  Bloor  St  W 

Passports  are  also  available  at  these  bookstores.  Collect  three  Passport  stamps  and 
teceive  20%  ott  at  these  bookstores: 

•  World's  Biggest  Bookstore  -  20  Edward  St     •  Book  Ciiy  -  501  Bloor  St  W 

•  U  of  1  Bookstore  -  2r4  College  St  •  Pages  -  256  Queen  Sr  W 

Look  for  feature  tables,  LiteraTOUR  door  dccals,  .ind  ads  in  Toronto  press. 
Brought  to  you  by  Ecw  Press.  www.ecwpress.com 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808 -GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

TEACH  ENGLISH  OVERSEAS! 

TESOL  Workshops  for  Canadians,  Toronto 
-  Saturday,  November  8.  One  day  and 
you're  on  your  way!  1-866-912-4465 
www.goteach.ca 

SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED! 

Make  extra  money  while  helping  others 
by  becoming  a  Xytex  Sperm  Donor.  Ages 
18-38.  Call  416-924-3021  today! 

MENTORS  WANTED 

Volunteer  mentors  are  sought  to  work 
on  interesting  projects  one-on-one  with 
high  risk  creative  children  (grade  5-8) 
1-2  hours  weekly  for  about  3  months. 
Coordinators  assist  mentors  in  the  devel- 
opment of  the  projects.  For  information, 
call  PRIME  Mentors  of  Canada  OlSE/UT 
923-6641,  Ext.  2464. 

HEROES  WANTED 

Hip  fast  food  restaurant  in  Yorkville 
looking  for  experienced  linecooks  and 
counter  staff.  Minutes  from  campus.  P/T 
days.  Call  Peter  416-22I-.5912. 


COMPUTER  TECHNICIAN 
-PART  TIME 

Part  Time  Computer  Technician 
position  available  immediately.  Our 
downtown  location  is  looking  for  a 
3rd  year  University/College  Student  to 
work  a  minimum  of  10  hours  a  week, 
maybe  more.  The  candidate  must  have 
the  following  skills:  experience  testing 
software,  very  familiar  with  Windows, 
ability  to  install  &  configure  Windows 
and  UNIX  operating  systems,  previous 
experience  working  with  Solaris,  AIX, 
and  Linux,  and  is  comfortable  debug- 
ging Java  code.  Additional  skills  required 
are  superior  communication  skills,  both 
written  and  verbal,  attention  to  detail 
and  accuracy,  and  the  ability  to  provide 
excellent  customer  service  and  still 
meet  strict  deadlines.  Please  respond  to 
careers@webagesolutions.com 


DOWNTOWN  PARKING  AVAILABLE 

Indoor  parking  in  a  modern  condo 
building  w/security.  60  Homewood  Ave, 
between  Maitland  and  Carlton.  $60 
p/month  or  1  year  for  $600.  For  info  call 
(416)  530-9717. 


BEDS  FOR  SALE 

Can  be  bunk  or  2  separated  twin  beds. 
White  enamel  tubular  metal.  2  sturdy 
mattresses.  Used  by  1  child.  $350.  (416) 
968-8875. 


Classifieds 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor.  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr  $44.95), 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr. 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  +. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 

WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compunow.  416/539-9443. 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropology, 
Business,  Commerce,  Drama,  East  Asian 
studies,  Zoology.  Highly  qualified  gradu- 
ates will  help!  Call  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessav@bellnet.ca 


APPLYING  TO  THE  FACULTY  OF 
EDUCATION? 

Maximize  your  admissions  potential.  Con- 
tact teacher_success@hotmail.com.  Very 
reasonable  flat  consultation  fee  of  $75.00. 

REAL  ESTATE  SALES  REP 

Selling  your  home?  Commission  3  to 
5%;  Buying?  Properties  from  $99,000; 
DIN  LE,  BSc.  UT,  Homelife  Cholkan 
(416)  735-7912  (24hr)  or  (416)  236-7711 

(message).  

SAFE-EFFECTIVE-NATURAL 
WEIGHT  LOSS 
Personal  follow-up  &  guaranteed  results, 
416-697-3762. 

TV  -  CABLE 

Digital  box,  high-speed  internet  installa- 
tion: 416-760-4971  (24  hrs  messages). 


COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C,  C-H-,  Data  Structures.  Tutoring, 
Exam  Review,  Programming  Lessons.  Ed 
416-785-5115  students  @cstutoring.com 

MATHEMATICS  TUTORING 

Calculus,  Linear  Algebra  etc.  -  private 
tutoring,  $16  for  one  and  a  half  hours, 
Marvin  Hersh,  416-534-3736.  (Have  and 
A  in  Math  157Y,  was  a  Math  TA,  am  very 
patient). 

CHEMISTRY  TUTOR 

U  of  T  Ph.D.,  with  teaching  experience 
will  offer  help  in  basic  chemistry 
courses.  416-398-6806. 


PROFESSIONAL  MATH  HELP 

Post-graduate  math  degree  plus  years 
of  teaching  and  tutoring  experience. 
All  levels.  Group  rates  available.  Quiet 
location  minutes  from  campus.  416- 
388-5789;  utmath@rogers.com 


TUTOR  FOR  ESSAY  WRITERS 

Certified  teacher  [M.A.].  Get  the  help 
you  need!  Humanities  and  ESLstudents. 
For  appointment  call  416-503-2010  or  e- 
mail  glenn7777@idirect.com 

GET  TOP  MARKS  ~ 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience,  special- 
izing in  MATH  133,  135,  136,  235;  CHM 
138,  139,  247;  ECO  220;  STA  220;  PHYS 
110.  Past  tests  and  exams  available  for 
practice,  (416)  785-8898. 


ESSAY  EDITING 

Professional  writer/editor  edits,  proof- 
reads, types  essays,  letters,  CVs,  etc. 
Reasonable  rates,  fast  turnaround.  Earl 
Miller  (416)  566-7149. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00  for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each 
word  after  25.   Rates  include  one  line  (up  to   21   characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type 
$2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue -Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 
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Maverick 
doctor  returns 
to  campus 

Rails  against  overmedicated  society  in 
appearance  on  World  Mental  Health  Day 


by  GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Dr.  David  Healy,  the  controversial 
doctor  who  was  hired,  then  fired, 
then  hired  again  by  U  of  T  after 
he  questioned  the  safety  of  anti- 
depressants, addressed  a  confer- 
ence on  Wednesday  in  honour  of 
World  Mental  Health  Day.  He  made 
the  keynote  address  on  "Market- 
ing Madness:  How  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Companies  Shape  the  Way  We 
Think"  to  an  audience  of  several 
hundred  people  at  George  Brown 
College. 

"They're  marketing  the  illness, 
they're  not  just  marketing  the 
pills,"  he  told  the  crowd.  Dr.  Healy 
has  become  an  outspoken  critic 
of  the  pharmaceutical  industry's 
marketing  strategies  since  2000, 
when  he  was  embroiled  in  a  fight 
over  academic  freedom  with  the 
U  of  T  Department  of  Psychiatry. 
Having  been  appointed  a  profes- 
sor of  psychiatry  in  the  Mood  and 
Anxiety  Disorders  program,  Healy 


was  abruptly  dropped  by  the  uni- 
versity after  giving  a  speech  which 
linked  antidepressents  such  as 
Prozac  and  Zoloft  to  mental  health 
patients  who  had  committed  sui- 
cide while  on  the  drugs. 

Three  years  and  a  messy  law- 
suit later,  Healy  is  now  a  visiting 
professor  at  U  of  T's  Centre  for 
Addiction  and  Mental  Health 
(CAMH).  His  talk  illustrated  how 
the  pharmaceutical  industry 
markets  antidepressants,  and  how 
those  drugs  are  frequently  used 
in  cases  where  they  might  not  be 
appropriate. 

"The  illnesses  are  real,  the 
stress  that  people  feel  from  them 
is  real,  and  the  treatments  do 
work,"  he  said.  "But  we're  in  this 
area  where  'what  I  call  it  is  what  it 
becomes.'  In  an  effort  to  move  the 
product,  to  change  the  way  you 
feel  and  think,  the  drug  compa- 
nies found  it  was  more  profitable 
to  do  that  than  to  actually  treat 
serious  illnesses."  Healy  cited 
Generalized  Anxiety  Disorder, 
Post-Traumatic  Stress  Syndrome, 


Do  you  know  the  muffin  man? 


Matt  Bickle  holds  court  at  the  Sid  Smith  Second  Cup. 


and  Depression  as  conditions  for 
which  pharmaceutical  companies 
have  developed  "lifestyle  drugs" 
which  may  be  inappropriate  for 
most  patients. 

A  panel  discussion  and  audience 
questions  followed.  The  panelists 
who  responded  to  Healy's  presen- 
tation were  Don  Wasylenki,  chair 


of  the  Department  of  Psychiatry  at 
U  of  T,  and  Lana  Fredo,  a  Toronto 
mental-health  advocate.  The 
discussion  centred  around  es- 
tablishing standards  of  ethics 
for  physicians  when  dealing  with 
pharmaceutical  companies. 

"We  found  a  very  broad  and  dis- 
turbing diversity  of  views  on  the 


ethics  of  these  marketing  scenar- 
ios," Wasylenki  said,  "despite  the 
fact  that  there  are  clearly  defined 
standards  of  ethics  established. 
There  really  is  no  accountability 
for  physicians,  no  consequences 
for  breaking  those  standards." 

See/K4  )  on  page  3 


Rocker 
Elliott 
Smith  dead 
in  apparent 
suicide 

byNICKBURDAN  

Indie  rock  icon  Elliott  Smith  was 
confirmed  dead  yesterday  at  age  34. 
He  was  discovered  in  the  kitchen  of 
his  Los  Angeles  home  at  12:15  p.m. 
on  Tuesday  by  his  unidentified  live- 
in  girlfriend  and  later  pronounced 
dead  at  the  hospital  of  knife  wounds 
to  the  chest  in  an  apparent  suicide. 

"He  was  perhaps  his  generation's 
most  gifted  singer-songwriter,"  his 
record  label,  Dreamworks,  summa- 
rized on  their  Web  site.  "His  enor- 
mous talent  could  change  your  life 
in  a  whisper." 

See  /'.A/./oy  /  onpagelO 


We  stand  on  guard:  Soldier's  Tower  will  be  the  focus  of  events 
this  Rememberance  Day.  Read  the  full  story  on  page  2 


U  of  T's  friendly 

neighbourhood 

spiderman 


by  GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Like  many  Torontonians,  Ivan  Krist- 
off  wanted  to  drop  Mel  Lastman  out 
of  a  helicopter. 

"His  staff  thought  that  wasn't  a 
good  idea,  though"  said  Kristoff.  So 
he  had  to  settle  for  rappelling  down 
a  rope  from  a  hovering  helicopter, 
picking  Lastman  up,  depositing  the 
mayor  on  a  rocket-red  motorcycle, 
and  speeding  him  to  safety.  The 
original  plan — and  it  would  have 
been  a  world  record — was  to  take 
the  mayor  up  with  him  so  they  could 
rappel  together  onto  the  waiting 
souped-up  Yamaha.  C'est  la  vie. 

Kristoff  is  the  brains  and  brawn 


behind  Eiger  Rope  Access  Work  Inc., 
his  company  that  goes  places  other 
companies  can't. 

"It  specializes  in  inaccessible 
places,"  he  said,  such  as  perilously 
narrow  ledges  on  the  sides  of  build- 
ings, rough  terrain  where  ground 
vehicles  couldn't  move  fast  enough, 
and,  in  one  case,  the  underside  of  the 
SkyDome. 

His  stunt  with  Mel  Lastman  in  Sep- 
tember was  a  demonstration  of  how 
Kristoff  works;  he  showed  off  his 
skills  to  participants  in  the  mayor's 
annual  charity  golf  tournament.  But 
Kristoff  finally  got  his  wish  to  hoist 
a  city  official  skyward  in  October 

SeeSP/D/-:/i  1/1  \  on  page  3 
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The  man  who  could  have  been  Premier 

With  McGuintys  coronation  today,  Toronto  Liberal  Gerard  Kennedy  is  left  wondering  what 
would  have  happened  if  he  had  taken  the  helm 


byCANDICEDEBI 


After  colouring  Ontario's  political 
landscape  red  with  a  decisive  vic- 
tory over  the  ruling  Tories  in  the 
provincial  election,  Liberal  leader 
Dalton  McGuinty  will  be  sworn  in 
as  premier  today.  But  according  to 
several  party  insiders,  McGuinty  is 
lucky  to  even  be  the  Liberal  leader 
at  all. 

In  fact,  the  man  who  was  expect- 
ed to  win  the  Liberal  Leadership  in 
1996  and  become  our  next  premier 
was  not  McGuinty  at  all.  Before 
Dalton  came  Gerard. 

Gerard  Kennedy  dominated  the 
Liberal  Leadership  campaign  right 
until  the  end,  when  party  mem- 
bers wary  of  Kennedy's  "lefty" 
campaign  forced  the  election  to 
nearly  split  right  down  the  middle 
and  give  McGuinty  the  Ontario 
Liberal  Leadership  by  a  mere  140 
votes. 

Kennedy,  an  MPP  from  Rose- 
dale-High  Park,  was  a  young 
renegade  from  the  start,  fighting 
for  the  rights  of  some  the  poorest 
people  in  Ontario.  His  political 
background   was  very  different 


from  that  of  the  average  politi- 
cian. As  former  director  of  Toronto 
Food  Bank  he  was  responsible  for 
distributing  $30  million  dollars 
of  food,  working  with  no  support 
from  the  government.  He  got 
involved  in  politics  because,  as 
he  notes,  "1  was  dissatisfied  with 
what  1  saw  happening.  The  cuts 
to  welfare  showed  me  there  was 
something  wrong  with  the  way 
politics  work  and  the  way  the 
public  feels. ..something  needed 
to  be  done." 

Kennedy's  credo  is  all  about 
respect,  dignity  and  diversity. 
He  says,  "the  best  politics  you're 
going  to  get  is  when  you  bring 
in  people  with  diverse  views.  We 
don't  have  a  sufficiently  diverse 
table  yet  in  politics."  In  fact,  when 
he  was  director  of  the  Toronto 
Food  Bank,  he  learned  "to  [use] 
business  methods  for  social  ends," 
and  according  to  Kennedy,  "that's 
a  similar  thing  that  Canada  needs 
to  have  in  government." 

Imagine:  suggesting  to  busi- 
nesses that  they  must  re-define 
their  profit — to  give  back,  so 
public  good  can  become  a  part  of 


the  economic  equation.  For  most 
Liberals  this  made  good  sense, 
but  for  others,  this  was  beginning 
to  sound  too  revolutionarily,  too 
left  wing. 

Kennedy  admits  the  announce- 
ment of  the  winner  that  night  at 
the  Liberal  Leadership  Convention 
in  1996  was  a  surprise,  but  he  still 
smiles,  noting  "you  can  talk  to 
Dalton,  but  I  think  he  was  more  in 
shock  than  1  was  because  he  went 
from  fourth  place  to  winning. 

"I  think  the  way  we  did  our 
campaign  was  a  step  in  the  other 
direction,  against  all  that  cyni- 
cism [in  politics]... we  had  such  a 
good  team,  we  thought  we  were 
going  to  win  right  until  the  end. 
Most  people  believe  it  was  a  very 
unusual  convention  in  terms  of 
how  many  people  stuck  with  their 
candidates  when  they  crossed  the 
floor... there  was  a  much  stronger 
relationship  between  the  del- 
egates and  their  choice  and  that 
became  a  real  factor." 

Unusual  it  was,  but  not  if  you 
hold  politics  up  to  its  dirty  name. 
While  the  new  kid  on  the  block 
(Kennedy  put  in  his  leadership 


bid  just  months  after  being  newly 
elected  as  an  MPP  for  the  first 
time)  had  a  huge  following,  a 
group  of  more  conservative  Liber- 
als thought  this  new  "star"  was  a 
threat  to  the  party.  According  to 
one  Liberal  who  worked  on  Lyn 
McCloud's  leadership  campaign  in 
1995,  "Kennedy  rubbed  some  peo- 
ple the  wrong  way...  they  resented 
him  because  he  was  new  and  his 
style  was  different."  He  had  an  in- 
dependent streak  and  that  scared 
some  Liberals.  In  fact,  an  "anybody 
but  Kennedy  movement"  arose:  T- 
shirts  and  literature  were  quickly 
printed  screaming  damning  anti- 
Kennedy  slogans.  One  Liberal  in 
favour  of  Kennedy's  loss  said,  "the 
voting  was  all  strategically  done": 
one  by  one,  as  the  leadership  can- 
didates fell  to  Kennedy,  each  gave 
their  support  to  the  "anybody  but 
Kennedy"  candidate,  and  lucky  for 
McGuinty,  that  was  him. 

This  group  of  blue  Liberals 
desperately  worked  to  change  the 
tide  of  liberal  support  for  Ken- 
nedy. Evidently,  they  may  have 
just  barely  pushed  Kennedy  out  of 
the  premier's  seat,  but  they  were 


newsgthevarsitYxa 

unsuccessful  in  pushing  him  out  of 
the  picture  completely. 

In  fact,  during  the  night  of  the 
leadership  convention  in  1996, 
after  the  first  ballot  was  called 
Kennedy  says  "what  people  don't 
know  is  [Dalton]  turned  to  me 
and  said:  we  have  to  talk."  Since 
that  talk,  the  two  have  been  able 
to  collaborate  together  on  many 
ventures.  As  Kennedy  explains: 
"I  was  in  charge  of  [the  Liberal] 
Party  Renewal  after  election,  in 
charge  of  putting  together  some 
membership  development  for  our 
party  [and]  headed  the  Commu- 
nications Committee  and  [worked 
on]  the  organization  for  Policy 
Committee. 

"We  co-wrote  the  education 
platform  together  [and]  1  had  some 
input  in  health  care."  When  asked 
about  McGuinty's  overall  policies, 
Kennedy  says  "I  can't  think  of  a 
thing  that  I  wouldn't  agree  with... 
by  large  I  support  his  policies 
quite  well."  After  some  teamwork, 
McGuinty  and  Kennedy's  policies 
do  seem  to  be  in  sync.  Essentially 
McGuinty  was  able  to  collaborate 
and  work  with  Kennedy's  ideas. 

On  the  surface  Kennedy  doesn't 
seem  to  be  bitter  about  his  loss 
to  McGuinty.  He  graciously  ac- 
cepts his  defeat,  saying,  "1  think 
I've  done  what  I  think  was  impor- 
tant at  the  time.  The  government 
needed  to  be  opposed,  and  I  think 
we  stopped  them  when  we  were  in 
opposition  and  now  we've  thrown 
them  out  and  that's  a  great  accom- 
plishment." 


Soldier's  Tower  the  focal  point  of  Rememberance  Day  ceremony 


by  LESLEY  TRITES 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Plans  are  well  underway  for  the 
Remembrance  Day  service  on  Nov. 
11  at  the  Soldiers'  Tower  on  Hart 
House  Circle. 

A  meeting  was  held  by  the 
Soldiers'  Tower  Committee  on 
Tuesday  to  raise  awareness  for  the 
service  and  for  the  Soldiers'  Tower 
in  general.  It  was  attended  by  15 


student  representatives  of  various 
colleges  and  poppies  were  distrib- 
uted to  be  sold  at  the  colleges. 

Major  William  Heath  said  they 
hold  the  service  out  of  "gratitude 
and  thanksgiving"  for  those  who 
gave  their  lives,  which  "we  almost 
take  for  granted  today."  People 
"just  getting  their  lives  started 
were  snuffed  out,"  said  Heath. 

The  Soldiers'  Tower,  the  tall 
building  in  between  Hart  House 


and  University  College  whose  arch- 
es you  may  walk  under  on  your 
way  to  class  every  day,  was  built 
in  1924  in  memory  of  the  623  U  of  T 
students,  graduates,  and  staff  who 
died  during  the  First  World  War. 

The  Memorial  Room  houses  a 
small  museum  manned  by  volun- 
teers and  is  open  once  a  month 
and  for  special  occasions.  The  Me- 
morial Book  was  published  in  1994 
and  lists  557  U  of  T  students,  gradu- 
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ates,  and  staff  who  were  killed  in 
the  Second  World  War.  Ninety-one 
year  old  Brigadier  General  Harold 
Brown  spent  three  years  research- 
ing and  compiling  the  book.  A 
stained  glass  Memorial  Window  in- 
spired by  John  McCrae's  poem  "In 
Flanders  Fields"  was  built  in  1995, 
and  is  illuminated  at  night. 

SAC  President  Ashley  Morton 
also  attended  the  meeting.  Though 
the  level  of  awareness  for  the  mu- 
seum and  the  service  has  been 
"declining  for  a  number  of  years," 
said  Morton,  amongst  the  commu- 
nity there  has  been  "a  bit  of  a  turn 
around."  He  believes  the  service  is 
"not  about  praising  war,  but  prais- 
ing actions  that  create  peace." 

Two  years  ago  SAC  President 
Alex  Kerner  caused  a  stir  by  pub- 
licly choosing  not  to  participate  in 
the  Remembrance  Day  events. 

In  1991  a  letter  to  the  editor  of 
The  Newspaper  was  written  by 
Hart  House  Chaplain  Rev.  Clarke 


MacDonald  "to  clear  up  some 
misunderstandings  that  seem  to 
persist  regarding  the  meaning  and 
purpose"  of  the  Memorial  Service. 
The  purpose  of  the  service  "is 
not  to  glorify  war,"  says  the  let- 
ter, but  "simply  to  remember  with 
gratitude  the  large  number  of  vol- 
unteers from  this  University  who 
paid  the  supreme  sacrifice  in  two 
world  wars." 

The  service  usually  draws 
around  1,500  people  and  has 
been  "increasing  in  importance 
and  attendance  in  the  last  couple 
of  years,"  said  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Gary  Knopf.  It  will  include  a 
student  reading  of  a  poem  called 
"High  Flight,"  as  well  as  the  tra- 
ditional "In  Flanders  Fields,"  and 
a  performance  by  the  Hart  House 
Chorus. 

The  committee  encouraged 
students  to  attend  the  service  on 
Nov.  11  and  to  get  up  and  see  the 
Soldiers'  Tower. 
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when  he  traveled  to  his  native  Bul- 
garia: he  hooked  Daniela  Ryseva,  a 
mayoral  candidate  in  the  city  of  Shu- 
men,  onto  his  ropes  and  hauled  her 
up  the  side  of  a  building. 

"To  showcase  that  she  is  braver 
than  George  W.  Bush,"  he  laughed. 

He  started  working  with  ropes 
as  an  extension  of  his  normal 
recreational  activities  at  home  in 
Bulgaria,  "parasailing,  skydiving, 
mountaineering,  you  know,"  he  said. 
"I  started  working  with  ropes  with 
my  business,  Eiger.  1  came  to  Toronto 
for  the  high-rise  buildings." 

"Mechanical  engineering  is  my 
background,"  he  said,  tapping  on 
the  screen  of  his  bulletproof  laptop 
computer  (on  loan  from  the  US  mili- 
tary so  he  can  test  how  well  it  holds 
up  to  his  abuse).  "The  traditional  job 
is  to  go  in," — such  as  on  the  side  of 
a  high-rise  condo — and  fix  the  prob- 
lem. But  what  I  do  is  go  in  and  get  the 
details  on  what  the  problem  is,  and 
so  prevent  problems  later." 

Kristoff,  who  studies  philosophy 
and  psychology  here  at  U  of  T, 
wanted  to  do  one  of  his  trademark 
helicopter  demonstrations  during 
halftime  of  the  Oct.  4  Homecoming 
football  game.  But  it  couldn't  hap- 
pen. 

"His  enthusiasm  is  contagious," 
said  Jennifer  Jones,  director  of  com- 


munications for  the  Faculty  of  Physi- 
cal Education  and  Health,  "but  the 
cost  and  the  liability  were  just  out  of 
our  reach.  We  had  only  about  a  week 
to  prepare. 

"Helicopters  are  expensive,"  she 
added. 

But  the  demonstration  was  just 
part  of  Kristoff's  plan.  If  he  has  his 
way,  U  of  T  will  have  its  own  Volun- 
teer Aerial  Rescue  Team  that  will 
train  to  carry  out  difficult  rescues 
quickly.  He  says  there's  a  clear  need 
for  such  a  service,  not  just  at  U  of  T, 
but  for  Toronto  as  a  whole. 

"911  is  limited  as  to  emergency  re- 
sponse," he  explained.  "There  have 
been  cases  where  they  have  refused 
to  engage  in  emergency  situations 
because  it  would  endanger  the  safety 
of  their  people.  When  it  comes  to  air 
rescue,  they  have  no  experience  that 
can  match  ours."  He  cites  the  terror- 
ist attacks  of  9/11  as  an  example:  "We 
could  have  saved  lives." 

But  does  U  of  T  really  need  such  a 
team?  Kristoff  agrees  that  maybe  we 
never  will.  But  that's  no  excuse  for 
being  unprepared. 

"It's  not  a  problem  until  it  hap- 
pens," he  said.  "There  haven't  been 
accidents,  so  they  haven't  spent  the 
money  on  an  emergency  response 
team."  And  he's  feeling  frustrated 
because  the  faculty  is  moving  slowly 
on  his  proposal. 

"This  is  in  the  very  junior  stages 


right  now,"  said  Jones.  "It  will  take  a 
while  to  know  what's  going  on.  [Ivan] 
pointed  out  to  us  that  in  the  wake  of 
9/11  it's  something  we  need  to  think 
about." 

"I've  worked  so  long  on  this  res- 
cue team,"  said  Kristoff.  "It's  taken 
so  long.  I've  done  the  hard  work.  I'd 


like  U  of  T  to  become  the  source  of 
this  project.  It  has  the  reputation 
and  it  has  the  buildings — why  not 
use  them?" 

Until  the  rescue  team  takes  to 
the  ropes,  Kristoff  has  more  than 
enough  on  his  plate.  "My  work  is  so 
specialized,  1  usually  get  called  when 


no  one  else  can  do  it,"  he  said.  "I'm 
selective  with  my  clients." 

But  he's  not  in  it  for  the  money. 

"It  feels  nice  to  go  to  sleep  doing 
something  positive  for  society,"  he 
said.  "I  don't  drink,  I  don't  smoke.  My 
idea  of  fun  is  hanging  on  the  ropes. 

"I  feel  at  home  being  in  the  air." 


Latin  American 
students  give  back 
to  the  community 


by  JACQUELINE  HUANG 


The  Organization  of  Latin  Ameri- 
can Students  has  launched  a  high 
school  tutoring  service  that  was 
10  months  in  the  making.  Project 
Student  Aid.  Headed  by  Carmen 
Lia  Murall,  OLAS'  outreach  coor- 
dinator, the  program  seeks  not 
only  to  help  struggling  high  school 
students  with  their  homework,  but 
also  to  raise  awareness  for  a  Latin 
American  school  population  that 
has  "next  to  no  voice,"  according 
to  Murall. 

The  service,  created  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Centre  for  Spanish 
Speaking  Peoples,  Frontier  College, 
and  the  Hispanic  Council,  hopes 
to  correct  the  lack  of  information 
problem  within  the  Hispanic  com- 
munity by  supplying  advice  on  a 
variety  of  topics  ranging  from  sexu- 
ality, family  and  social  pressures 
and  how  to  obtain  a  post-second- 


ary education.  Murall  expressed 
that  many  Latin  American  high 
school  students  "don't  even  know 
even  know  what  OSAP  is."  By  hav- 
ing Project  Student  Aid  tutors  set 
positive  examples,  Murall  hopes 
that  more  and  more  Latin  Ameri- 
cans will  search  out  opportunities 
that  they  never  knew  existed. 

Currently,  the  program  has 
around  40  volunteers  who  assist 
students  in  many  high  schools, 
including  Harbord  Collegiate  Insti- 
tute, Central  Commerce  Collegiate 
and  Oakwood  Collegiate  Institute. 
Volunteers  are  recruited  from  York 
University,  Ryerson  University 
and  all  three  campuses  of  U  of  T. 
Even  though  the  program's  target 
is  Latin  Americans,  approximately 
half  of  the  tutors  are  of  different 
ethnicities.  Non-Latin  American 
students  are  also  welcome. 

Tutors  are  trained  through  a 
one-day   seminar   that  consists 


IVAN>^  Continued  from  page  I 

"We're  going  to  teach  our  stu- 
dents to  use  the  same  critical 
skills  in  approaching  industry- 
sponsored  marketing  that  they 
bring  to  scientific  research," 
Wasylenki  added. 

One  man  in  the  audience  asked  a 
question  which  made  vague  refer- 
ences to  eugenics,  the  holocaust, 
the  Rockefeller  Foundation,  and 
"fifth  columnists"  working  within 
Canada.  Other  audience  members 
rambled  and  had  to  be  cut  off  by 
the  moderator,  Elizabeth  Gray  of 
the  CBC. 

The  conference  continued  in  the 
afternoon  when  Dr.  Healy  was  in- 
terviewed by  Suhana  Meharchand 
of  the  CBC. 


Healy  has  recently  published  a 
new  book.  Let  Them  Eat  Prozac,  an 
examination  of  how  antidepres- 
sants have  been  marketed  to  the 
public  and  to  physicians. 

On  the  subject  of  his  new  work- 
ing relationship  with  CAMH,  Healy 
said  "U  of  T  is  one  of  the  major 
universities  in  the  world  and  I'm 
really  keen  to  continue  working 
with  them." 

Regarding  his  role  as  the  thorn 
in  the  pharmaceutical  industry's 
side,  Healy  said  he  wasn't  look- 
ing for  his  newfound  celebrity: 
"I'm  not  doing  it  out  of  any  great 
desire — I  would  be  happy  to  slink 
off  and  hide  in  the  corner  like  ev- 
erybody else,  but  I  had  to  defend 
myself  on  this  issue  and  raise  the 
profile  of  it.  I  slipped  into  this." 


of  a  workshop  conducted  in  the 
morning  by  Marleen  Pionteck,  an 
educator  of  Frontier  College.  Is- 
sues covered  include  appropriate 
tutoring  techniques  and  literacy 
problems.  In  the  afternoon,  a  team 
of  counsellors  led  by  Consuelo 
Llanos  discuss  social  and  cultural 
issues  within  the  Latin  American 
community. 

Even  though  the  ride  so  far  has 
been  "bumpy,"  Murall  describes 
Project  Student  Aid  as  being  "suc- 
cessful," with  high  participation 
and  plenty  of  positive  feedback. 
The  program  is  still  in  its  expan- 
sionary phase,  and  hopes  to  draw 
in  more  high  schools  despite  the 
difficulties  experienced  due  to  a 
lack  of  guidance  counsellors  in 
many  schools. 


ANOYCANIVn 

U  of  T's  Alina  Silvestrovici  tutors  grade  10  student  Javaka  Stoney. 
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Toronto's  #1  Costume  shop 
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Because  you've  done  enough  stupid  things  in  your  life. 


We  all  do  things  we  regret.  Buying  a  used  car  doesn't  have  to  be  one  of  them.  At  GM 
Optimum,  you  can  count  on  getting  a  quality  pre-owned  vehicle  thanks  to  our  1 50-point 
inspection.  You'll  also  enjoy  the  peace  of  mind  that  comes  with  roadside  assistance  and 
rock-solid  manufacturer's  warranties  backed  by  General  Motors. 
There's  even  a  30-day  exchange  privilege.  And  right  now, 
eligible  students  and  recent  grads  can  get  a  $500  bonus 
towards  the  purchase  or  lease  of  any  GM  Optimum  used  vehicle. 
All  in  all,  this  should  be  a  no-brainer  for  a  scholar  like  you. 


SSOO  OFF  A  USED  GM  VEHICLE 
MANUFACTURER'S  WARRANTY 
30-OAY/2SOO  KM  EXCHANGE  PRIVILEGE 
1S0+  POINT  INSPECTION 
24-HOUR  ROADSIDE  ASSISTANCE 


Optimum 

USED  VEHICLES 


For  more  information  and  program  limitations  visit  optimum.gmcanada.com.  Call  1-800-GM-DRiVE 
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Flawed  report  no  reason  to  be  smug 


A  University  Report  Card  was  issued 
in  last  week's  Globe  and  Mail,  in  it,  U 
of  T"s  thiree  campuses,  St.  George, 
Mississauga,  and  Scarborough,  were 
judged  to  be  dead  last  in  the  cat- 
egory of  "Quality  of  Education."  Out 
of  38  schools,  we  were  ranked  36th, 
37th,  and  38th.  Worst.  Schools.  Ever. 

Let  us,  for  the  moment,  set  aside 
the  report's  glaring  statistical  back- 
wardness; just  because  the  Univer- 
sity Report  Card  was  poorly  con- 
structed, assembled  from  dubious 
statistical  sources,  and  based  on  stu- 
dents' wildly  varying  "personal  ex- 
periences and  perceptions"  doesn't 
mean  we  shouldn't  pay  attention. 
Should  it  matter  that  the  results  are 
based  on  a  non-random  sampling  of 
students?  Or  that  participation  was 
voluntary?  Or  that  students  at  York 
and  Waterloo  feel  they  have  excel- 
lent medical  schools,  despite  the  fact 
that  neither  university  actually  has  a 
medical  school? 

Let  us  also,  for  the  moment,  set 
aside  our  indignation  at  being  rated 
the  worst  university  in  Canada.  True, 
U  of  T  has  never  been  known  for  its 
overwhelming  school  spirit,  but  it's 
hard  not  to  feel  a  little  hurt  when 
the  ol'  alma  mater  gets  the  finger 
from  Canada's  national  newspaper. 
It  particularly  stings  when  U  of  T  is 
rated  last  while  the  two  top  schools 
are — don't  laugh,  now — Trent  and 
Brock.  In  the  end,  our  wounded  pride 
is  beside  the  point,  and  remember. 


-  EDITORIAL  " 

Maclean's  still  loves  us. 

Instead,  let's  look  at  the  response 
to  the  report  card  from  U  of  T  ad- 
ministration, and  what  it  might  say 
about  the  actual  problems  this  uni- 
versity faces. 

Response  to  the  report  by  U  of  T 
was  a  sort  of  breezy  indifference; 
David  Farrar,  vice-provost,  students, 

...Students  at  York  and 
Waterloo  feel  they 
have  excellent  medical 
schools,  despite  the 
fact  that  neither 
university  actually  has 
a  medical  school... 

was  quoted  in  a  press  release  casu- 
ally smearing  the  report's  method- 
ology, backed  up  by  SAC  president 
Ashley  Morton  and  ASSU  president 
Ranjini  Ghosh.  That's  probably  the 
response  it  deserves.  The  message, 
however,  is  a  little  disturbing:  the  ad- 
ministration's logic  seems  to  be  that 

1)  the  report  is  very  critical  of  U  of  T; 

2)  the  report  is  methodologically  un- 
sound; 3)  therefore,  those  criticisms 
are  automatically  groundless. 

Oh,  but  we  beg  to  differ. 

The  ham-fistedness  of  the  Uni- 


versity Report  Card  is  no  excuse 
for  smugness  on  U  of  T's  part.  This 
university  continues  to  have  seri- 
ous problems,  and  they  need  to  be 
addressed. 

Tuition  rises,  and  classes  get 
bigger.  Tuition  rises,  and  TAs  get 
scarcer.  Tuition  rises,  and  more  pro- 
grams are  deregulated  altogether. 
New  buildings  sprout  on  all  three 
campuses  while  older  ones  are  left 
to  decay.  Asbestos  tumbles  from  the 
ceilings.  Budgets  are  slashed.  Under- 
graduates are  neglected  in  favour  of 
more  prestigious  grad  programs  and 
pure  research.  ROSl  remains  a  mad- 
dening, eye-splitting  experience. 
Sodexho-Marriot  maintains  its  near- 
stranglehold  on  all  things  edible  (or 
inedible,  depending  on  your  point  of 
view).  Millions  of  endowment  dollars 
are  vaporized  in  the  stock  market. 

Some  of  these  are  small  problems, 
and  some  are  large.  But  they  exist, 
and  they  affect  students'  lives  every 
day.  A  good  result  in  the  University 
Report  Card  would  not  have  meant 
that  things  were  Okey-Dokey  any 
more  than  the  bad  result  means 
that  they  are  apocalyptic;  glib  press 
releases  from  U  of  T  public  affairs 
are  equally  pointless.  Forget  the 
University  Report  Card,  because  it's 
not  the  issue. 

U  of  T  Administration's  continu- 
ing, wilful  blindness  to  students'  real 
problems  is  the  issue.  If  we  forget 
that,  we  might  as  well  go  to  Trent. 


^  LETTERS  ^ 


Speaker's 
views  hateful 


I  have  recently  seen  a  number  of 
posters  concerning  a  SAC-sponsored 
speech  by  notorious  Holocaust  trivi- 
alizer  Norman  Finklestein.  That  this 
man — who  has  called  the  Holocaust 
an  "ideological  strategy  by  Jewish 
organizations  to  gain  political  sup- 
port for  Israel" — is  being  brought  to 
this  fine  university  by  my  supposed 
representatives  is  disgusting. 

Mr.  Finklestein,  as  you  might 
recall,  was  also  invited  to  speak  at 
Concordia  University  last  year  just 
before  the  vicious  Anti-Israel  and 
Anti-Jewish  Netanyahu  riots  took 
place.  In  a  speech  at  the  University 
of  Waterloo,  he  compared  a  Jewish 
student  who  challenged  his  views 
to  a  Nazi  thug.  These  are  just  a  few 
examples  of  the  hatred  towards  Jews 
and  Judaism  that  this  man  espouses. 

Michael  Goldfarb 


Chip  off  the 
old  bloc 

Re:  Toxic  Shock,  Oct  9. 

1  was  puzzled  to  see  Ian  Ha  refer 
to  unqualified  workers  from 
"Eastern  Bloc  countries."  The  last 
time  I  heard  of  the  Eastern  Bloc, 
abstracting  from  history  class, 
was  in  1989.  I  realize  that  the  Var- 
sity has  some  leftist  sympathies 
but,  nostalgia  for  the  bygone  glo- 
ries of  socialism  aside;  all  former 
"Eastern  Bloc"  countries  are  now 
happily  democratic.  But  then  I 
suspect  that  this  isn't  a  question 
of  political  loyalties  but  simply 
a  case  of  a  lack  of  basic  educa- 
tion. At  any  rate,  as  a  citizen  of 
a  former  "Eastern  Bloc"  country, 
I  find  your  characterization  of 
Eastern  Europe  patronizing  and 
unacceptable. 

Paul  Brykczynski 


The  Varsity  welcomes  letters  from  our  readers.  Send  letters 
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Next  stop:  Hilarity 

Ways  to  make  your  subway  ride  that  much  more  amusing 


by  BROOKES  MERRITT 


Public  transit  is  loathsome.  Most  of 
us  have  had  to  endure  it  at  one  time 
or  another:  as  a  student  to  school, 
as  a  drone  to  work,  or — like  me — as 
a  victim  of  circumstance  without 
vehicle. 

We're  forced  to  travel  in  a  tightly 
packed  tube,  ripe  with  the  sweet 
aroma  of  body  odour  that  emanates 
from  the  grim  looking  strangers  at 
our  sides.  The  rides  are  monoto- 
nously slow,  the  moods  of  the  driver 


questionable,  and  his  habits  jerky. 
There  are  however,  behaviours  that 
can  be  developed  to  improve  the 
quality  of  our  commute. 

The  salvation  of  every  commuter 
lies  Just  beyond  the  understanding 
of  the  enigma  that  is  public  transit: 
it  is  inherently  anti-social;  depths 
of  people  with  something  to  say,  and 
none  with  the  gumption  to  converse. 
It's  why  most  of  us  put  our  bag  on  the 
empty  seat  beside  us;  why  we  look 
out  the  window  when  someone  sits 
there;  why  we  generally  look  as  un- 


approachable as  humanly  possible. 
Most  of  us. 

The  next  time  you're  riding  the 
roach-coach,  think  of  the  select 
few  who  refuse  to  follow  the  flock. 
They  fight  the  call  of  quietude,  and  1 
daresay  they  reap  the  benefits.  Such 
defiance  makes  a  long  and  boring 
ride  interesting,  transforming  it  into 
an  experimental  journey  of  abandon 
and  glee. 

So  sit  next  to  the  person  who  looks 
the  most  uncomfortable,  the  person 
who  looks  like  they  wish  to  be  left 


alone.  Strike  up  a  conversation — ask 
them  if  they  have  the  time.  Worst- 
case  scenario:  you've  found  a  friend, 
and  your  destination  is  a  few  stops 
closer.  Best-case:  they  rebuff  your 
advance,  forcing  you  to  go  to  work 
on  them. 

Make  faces  at  children;  sit  un- 
comfortably close  to  others,  lean  on 
them;  utter  benign  comments  about 
people  that  board  while  gently  el- 
bowing the  person  closest  to  you  in 
friendly  secrecy;  sneeze  and  bless 
yourself;  passionately  pick  your 
nose;  sing  to  the  tune  of  someone 
else's  Walkman. 

There  is  a  buffet  of  gestures  and 
dialogues  at  your  disposal,  all  of 
which  invite  others  to  share  in  your 
suffering,  or  at  least  to  ensure  that 
their  ride  is  made  less  enjoyable  than 


your  own.  Such  selfishness  is  reward- 
ed with  a  true  feeling  of  power  -  you 
are  among  the  few  who  refuses  to 
be  silenced  by  the  social  mores  that 
keep  us  from  piercing  each  other's 
bubbles  of  personal  space.  You  will 
quickly  learn  the  joy  that  can  be 
taken  from  a  once  dreaded  routine. 

The  feeling  is  infectious.  It  can  be 
spread  to  other  passengers — some- 
times it  can  even  break  the  tension 
that  keeps  us  all  so  very  private,  and 
introduce  all  riders  to  a  social  outlet 
they  never  knew  existed.  Sometimes. 

Most  times  however,  the  feeling 
just  helps  to  add  a  laugh  into  your 
day.  It  helps  you  to  smile  when  you 
finally  reach  your  destination.  Ulti- 
mately, you  can  step  off  the  bus,  the 
train,  or  the  subway,  feeling  like  you 
got  there  just  a  little  bit  quicker. 
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Opinion  &  Analysis 


Ask  SEC: 

Sage  advice  from  U  of  Ts  Sexual  Educatbn  Centre 

Get  thee  to  a  clinic  (in  lo  to  12  weeks) 


Hello  SEC, 

As  my  girlfriend  is  doing  all  the  work 
to  stay  pregnancy-free,  I  thought 
Id  look  into  my  options  for  helping 
her  out  I've  heard  talk  of  a  male 
contraceptive  pill  or  shot,  do  these  re- 
ally exist?  If  not,  can  I  expect  them  to 
eventually  exist? 

Concerned  Sperm  Maker 

It's  refreshing  to  hear  that  you  want 
to  take  a  more  active  role  in  the 
prevention  of  unplanned  children, 
but  unfortunately,  a  contraceptive 
pill/injection  for  men  is  still  MIA. 
While  the  "future  is  now"  mentality 
of  the  mid-90's  led  many  to  believe  a 
male  hormonal  contraceptive  would 
be  ready  in  time  for  the  new  millen- 
nium, current  estimates  consider  us 


about  three  years  away  from  any 
form  of  marketed  hormonal  contra- 
ceptives for  men.  In  the  mean  time, 
here  are  a  few  things  you  can  do  to 
help  out  the  birth  control  effort:  con- 
doms— both  affordable  and  manage- 
able— are  great  in  conjunction  with 
other  methods  of  birth  control  such 
as  the  pill  or  vaginal  contraceptive 
film.  Splitting  the  cost  of  whatever 
form  of  birth  control  your  partner 
favours  (the  pill,  spermicide,  small 
nuclear  missiles)  is  also  a  snazoo 
way  to  show  you  care.  Take  an  ac- 
tive role  in  choosing  a  method  that 
suits  your  needs;  do  a  little  research 
so  you  actually  know  what  things 
like  diaphragms  are,  and  find  new 
methods  to  try  out  in  order  to  find 
the  perfect  method  of  birth  control 
for  you  as  a  couple.  After  all,  what 
lady  wouldn't  be  impressed  by  a 


potential  suitor  who's  handy  with 
removing  a  cervical  cap? 

Dear  SEC, 

A  former  sexual  partner  of  mine 
recently  informed-  me  that  he  has 
tested  positive  for  HIV.  I  want  to 
get  tested  immediately  but  he  said 
it  might  be  good  to  wait,  what's  up 
with  that?  The  sooner  I  get  tested, 
the  better,  right? 

Optimistically  Negative 

Depending  on  when  you  had  sex 
with  your  partner,  it  may  be  a  good 
idea  to  wait  a  few  weeks  before 
being  tested.  The  vast  majority  of 
HIV  tests  actually  screen  the  body 
for  HIV  antibodies,  immunoglobu- 
lins that  are  produced  naturally  to 


The  Book  Sale  October  24 -28 
The  28th  Annual  Sale  2003 

The  Friends  of  the  Library  Trinity  College 

Friday  October  24 

6  pm  - 1 0  pm 
(Admismn  $3.00) 


Saturday  October  25 

1 0  am  -  8  pm 
Sunday  October  26 
Noon  -  8  pm 
Monday  October  27 
1 0  am  --  9  prn 
Tuesday  October  28 
10  am -9  pm 
(No  charge  for  admission 
Saturday  through  Tuesday) 


Trinity  College,  6  Hoskin  Avenue 
Seeley  Mali  -  main  building  upstairs 

cash  ■  cheque  •  debit  card 
Amex  •  Mastercard  •  Visa 


SulKvay  to 
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AM>ci;m  walk  south  and  west  around  the  corner 

information  416  •  978  •  67.50 


Teach  English 
Overseas 
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SEX,  SCIENCE,  SPIRITUALITY 

WORLD  PEACE,  NON-VIOLENCE,  MEDITATION 
SENSUALITY,  NON-JUDGEMENT,  CONTEMPLATION 
SELF-RESPECT,  LOVE  OF  DIFFERENCES,  STATE  OF  BEING 
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n  liEALLI  ALL  AL  D  U'J'? 


Centre 

for  Addiction  and 
Mental  Health 

Centre  de 

toxicomanie  et 
de  sante  mentale 


Healthy  volunteers  needed 

to  participate  in  a  psychological  study  involving  brain- 
imaging  of  how  the  brain  responds  to  unpleasant 
noise  and  money  wins.  We  require  that  subjets:. 

1)  do  not  have  any  serious  health  problems, 

2)  do  not  have  a  history  of  head  trauma  or, 

3)  do  not  have  any  metal  implants, 

4)  do  not  havee  a  history  of  psychiatric  illness, 

5)  are  not  affraid  of  closed  spaces 

Volunteers  must  attend  a  screening  interview. 

If  you  are  interested,  please  contact  Irina  at  the  Centre 
for  Addiction  and  Mental  Health  -  Clarke  Site  by 
telephone  416-535-8501  extension  6491  for  details. 


ESL  Teacher  Training  Courses 
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Global  Village  Market 

On  October  25,  2003  the  Global 
Village  Market  will  open  its  doors 
for  a  trial  date  offering  designs 
from  artists  from  around  the  world 
(including  both  African  Chic  and 
Indian  Cool)  as  well  as  being  a 
venue  to  many  new  hot  innovative 
designers  in  the  clothing  and 
jewellery  industry  and  more. 


Tranzac  Club 

(NEXTTO  FUTURE  BAKERY) 

292  Brunswick 
Avenue. 

10:30  AM -4:30  PM. 
FREE 

For  more  info  call  Danny 
at  416-738-2521 


combat  disease.  As  it  takes  your 
body  a  while  to  develop  antibodies, 
it's  a  good  idea  to  wait  before  being 
tested  so  you  avoid  any  potential 
false  negatives.  As  a  general  rule 
of  thumb,  antibodies  become  ap- 
parent within  a  few  weeks  after  in- 
fection, but  we  at  SEC  recommend 
you  wait  between  10  and  12  weeks 
before  being  tested.  Additionally, 
follow-up  testing  is  a  good  idea  to 
ensure  your  HIV  status. 

On  this  note,  we  cannot  stress 
the  importance  of  anonymous  HIV 
testing  enough.  The  status  of  your 
sexual  health  is  the  business  of 
only  you  and  your  intimates,  so  we 
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recommend  you  familiarize  your- 
self with  the  Hassle  Free  Clinic  on 
Church/Wellesley.  Appointments 
are  necessary  for  HIV  testing,  so 
check  at  their  website  at  www.hass 
iefreeclinic.org.  (Incidentally,  STD 
testing  is  on  a  walk-in  and  hassle- 
free  basis,  so  all  you  burning  pee 
kids  should  hit  them  up,  too.) 

Additionally,  you  might  want  to 
extend  a  word  of  thanks  to  your 
former  partner  for  notifying  you 
of  such  a  potential  health  risk. 
Contracting  STD's/STI's  might  not 
make  you  feel  like  a  million  bucks, 
but  letting  someone  know  they 
may  be  in  harm's  way  will. 
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Zimbabwe  and 
Canada  work  towards 
development  through 
sport.  Programs 
continue  to  thrive 
despite  political  unrest. 


byREBBECCAADDELMAN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


When  strolling  through  rural  Zimbabwe, 
don't  be  alarmed  if  you  stumble  upon 
a  pack  of  pregnant  women  jumping 
up  and  down.  It's  just  Aerobics  for  Mothers,  a 
program  that  uses  exercise  as  a  tool  for  com- 
munity development  in  the  southern  African 
country.  Every  week  for  the  past  10  years,  more 
than  4,000  expecting  mothers  flock  to  fields  and 
health  centres  around  Zimbabwe  to  take  part. 
And  it's  all  thanks  to  a  handful  of  pioneering 
Canadians. 

The  program  is  part  of  development  through 
sport,  a  concept  coined  when  the  Common- 
wealth Games  association  of  Canada  (CGC)  part- 
nered up  with  Zimbabwe's  sport  commission. 

Canada  has  consciously  taken  a  grassroots 
approach  in  Zimbabwe  to  avoid  the  quagmire 
of  development  in  third-world  countries.  The 
white,  western  world  is  heavily  criticized  for 
imposing  a  value  structure  on  poorer  regions 
under  the  auspices  of  development.  "We  at  the 
CGC  say  'we're  here  to  help  you  identify  what 
your  needs  are,"  says  Bruce  Kidd,  chair  of  the 
development  through  sport  committee  at  the 
CGC.  "Our  preferences  are  that  you  focus  on  per- 
sons with  HIV,  women  and  children,  and  persons 
with  disabilities.  If  your  first  needs  are  programs 
for  school  children  dealing  with  HIV,  that's  what 
we'll  do." 

Bruce  Kidd  is  also  the  dean  of  U  of  T's  Faculty 
of  Physical  Education  and  Health  (FPEH),  and 
knows  a  thing  or  two  about  the  international  ath- 
letic community.  According  to  Kidd,  Zimbabwe 
served  as  a  test  ground  for  Canada's  sport  devel- 
opment initiatives  because  of  its  geographical 
and  political  significance. 

Zimbabwe's  southern  border  nestles  South  Af- 
rica's northeastern  corner.  From  1948  until  1994, 
apartheid — enforced  separate  development  for 
white  and  non-white  people — ruled  in  South 
Africa.  The  struggle  to  liberate  the  country  from 
this  institutionalized  racism  raged  for  decades, 
and  the  effects  reverberated  through  Zimbabwe, 
southern  Africa,  and  around  the  world. 

In  the  1960's,  apartheid  South  Africa  was 
slapped  with  a  sport  boycott,  denying  its  ath- 
letes access  to  the  1964  Tokyo  Olympics.  Kidd,  an 
Olympic  athlete  at  the  time,  brought  the  struggle 
back  to  Canadian  soil  and  began  pressuring  the 
Canadian  government  to  join  the  boycott. 

"For  the  longest  time,  the  Commonwealth  was 
a  site  of  eradicating  racism  and  apartheid  in 
sport  through  the  boycott,"  says  Kidd.  "Because 
the  Canadian  position  was  not  perfect,  it  meant 
lobbying  ministers  of  sport,  ministers  of  external 
affairs,  senior  civil  servants,  prime  ministers  and 
others." 

Not  until  the  mid-1980's  did  Canada  agree 
to  the  boycott,  openly  decrying  South  Africa's 
inhumane  laws.  Under  external  affairs  minister 
J6e  Clark,  the  federal  government  agreed  to  cut 
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funding  to  any  national  sports  organization  that 
sent  athletes  to  South  Africa.  It  also  refused  to 
issue  visas  to  South  African  athletes  looking  to 
compete  in  Canada. 

Despite  the  boycott's  success,  it  left  Kidd  feel- 
ing uneasy.  "The  impulse  in  sport  is  to  reach 
out  and  involve... and  instead  we  were  saying 
'we're  not  going  to  let  you  play.'  Instead  we  were 
excluding." 

When  Nelson  Mandela  was  released  from  pris- 
on in  1990,  apartheid's  death  was  imminent.  The 
CGC  looked  to  help  the  troubled  region  rebuild 
its  splintered  communities,  and  sport  became 
the  solution. 

In  August  200I,  the 
turbulent  politics  of 
Mugabe's  oppressive  regime 
forced  all  Canadian  funding 
and  Canadian  volunteers  to 
pull  out  of  the  country. 

"Our  comrades  in  countries  like  Botswana, 
Zimbabwe,  Zambia,  Tanzania,  and  Namibia  were 
saying  'in  fighting  apartheid  in  South  Africa,  we 
took  more  hits  than  anybody.  The  South  African 
Defense  Force  disrupted  our  economies... in 
terms  of  the  trade  embargos,  we  took  the  hits. 
You've  really,  really  got  to  provide  us  with  sup- 
port," explains  Kidd. 

So  they  did.  First  in  Zimbabwe,  with  programs 
that  targeted  women,  children,  the  disabled, 
and  the  HIV/AIDS  afflicted.  Programs  have  since 
spread  to  neighbouring  Botswana,  Lesotho, 
Zambia,  Namibia,  and  Tanzania. 

Because  each  country  creates  programs  best 
suited  for  its  needs,  Canadian  involvement  is  lim- 
ited to  funding  and  interns.  The  interns,  culled 
from  Canadian  phys.  ed.  and  kinesiology  pro- 
grams, "are  the  ones  in  the  field,  doing  the  work 
that  we  envision  for  ourselves,"  says  Sara  Nich- 
olls,  the  CGC's  Africa  programs  coordinator. 

Seodhna  Keown,  a  recent  graduate  of  U  of  T's 
FPEH,  is  interning  in  Windhoek,  Namibia.  Her 
mandate:  use  physical  activity  to  promote  edu- 
cation, HIV/AIDS  awareness,  and  life  skills. 

"Sport  and  play  played  a  big  role  in  breaking 
down  the  multitude  of  barriers  that  prevent  us 
from  talking  about  sex,  STD's,  and  AIDS  openly," 
reported  Seodhna  after  a  recent  HIV/AIDS  aware- 
ness workshop  held  in  northern  Namibia.  "The 
most  popular  game  of  the  day  was  the  'AIDS  IS 
REAL'  relay." 

One  of  the  most  successful  programs  is 
Zimbabwe's  YES  project.  "All  youth  in  Zimbabwe 


are  at  risk,"  explains  the  program  director  Elias 
Musangeya,  which  is  why  YES — ^Youth  Educa- 
tion through  Sport — is  so  effective. 

YES,  thriving  in  all  corners  of  the  country,  is 
no  more  than  a  structured  soccer  league.  But  it 
reaches  more  than  30,000  Zimbabwean  youth 
each  year  "We  went  in  with  football  [soccer], 
and  told  them  to  form  a  team,"  describes  Mu- 
sangeya of  50  teenage  drop-outs,  "and  after  be- 
ing given  time,  we  were  able  to  motivate  them  to 
talk  about  themselves,  how  they  could  deal  with 
these  problems.  We  managed  to  bring  all  of  them 
back  into  the  school  system." 

In  a  country  that  routinely  makes  headlines 
for  President  Robert  Mugabe's  autocratic  re- 
gime, the  inroads  made  by  sport  development 
programs  often  go  unnoticed  by  the  outside 
world.  The  Zimbabwean  government,  however, 
has  taken  heed. 

In  2002,  the  government  allotted  $40  million 
to  the  programs.  This  year,  they  have  increased 
their  funding  by  500  per  cent,  granting  $273  mil- 
lion to  the  initiatives.  "The  government  was  con- 
vinced that  what  we  were  doing  was  beneficial  to 
the  people  of  Zimbabwe,"  explains  Musangeya. 

The  boost  in  funding  was  sparked,  in  part,  by 
Canada's  decision  to  leave  Zimbabwe.  In  August 
2001,  the  turbulent  politics  of  Mugabe's  anti- 
democratic, oppressive  regime  forced  all  Cana- 
dian funding  and  Canadian  volunteers  to  pull 
out  of  the  country.  The  Mugabe  government,  in 
power  since  1980,  was  suspended  from  the  Com- 
monwealth earlier  this  year. 

For  the  CGC,  the  decision  to  leave  the  country 
was  not  an  easy  one  to  make.  "It  was  this  baby 
that  had  been  built,  that  we  couldn't  be  involved 
with  anymore,"  comments  Nicholls.  But,  in  her 
opinon,  "a  success  is  when  we  don't  need  to  be 
there  anymore." 

While  the  programs  continue  to  thrive,  Mu- 
sangeya is  critical  of  Canada's  decision  to  leave 
Zimbabwe.  "I  think  they  over-reacted... 1  think 
they  made  a  big  mistake.  Why  use  sport  for 
political  ends?" 

But  sport  is  much  more  than  physical  activity. 
It  is  a  tool  for  community-building,  education, 
health,  and  political  change.  "I'm  not  sure  that 
political  clout  is  there  yet,"  says  Kidd,  "but  it's 
something  we're  striving  towards."  Which  is 
why,  for  Kidd  and  the  CGC,  Zimbabwe  proved  to 
be  the  right  choice,  despite  Mugabe. 

The  strong  support  for  Zimbabwe's  Aerobics 
for  Mothers  and  YES  prove  that  Canada  and  the 
CGC  is  committed  to  domestic  sustainability. 
While  there  is  no  indication  that  Canadian  par- 
ticipation will  resume  any  time  soon,  Musangeya 
is  confident  that  the  programs  will  keep  growing 
in  size  and  strength.  "1  don't  think  there  is  any- 
one who  is  going  to  stop  them." 


Zimbabwean  kids  play  soccer  with  Youth 
Education  through  Sport  (YES) 
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Reintroducing  Ibsen 

Veteran  stage  and  screen  actor  John  Neville  brings  back  the  classics  to  Hart  House 


by  JORDAN  BIMM 


Veteran  Canadian  actor  John  Neville 
started  planning  The  Ibsen  Project  with 
his  director  friend  Graham  Cozzubbo 
three  years  ago.  The  idea,  hatched 
while  Cozzubbo  was  directing  Neville 
in  Samuel  Beckett's  haunting  master- 
piece Krapp's  Last  Tape,  is  quite  simple: 
over  the  course  of  three  consecutive 
evenings,  stage  complete  readings  of 
Henrik  Ibsen's  last  three  plays.  Now, 
three  years  later,  the  work  is  almost 
finished,  and  the  project  is  just  days 
away  from  opening  at  Hart  House. 

Neville  speaks  with  a  sense  of 
urgency  when  asked  why  they  chose 
to  showcase  Ibsen's  final  three  plays: 
"They're  classics,  but  they're  almost 
never  done!"  he  exclaims  in  the  lobby 
of  Hart  House  Theatre.  "We  could 
have  picked  just  one,  but  we  wanted  to 
do  his  last  three...  nobody  ever  does 
these  plays."  Neville  seems  genuinely 
concerned  that  modern  classics  are 
being  ignored  by  directors  and  pro- 
ducers and  are  in  need  of  revisiting. 
He  passionately  argues  that  Ibsen's 
final  works,  written  at  the  end  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  are  still  relevant 
today:  "They  are  modern.  They're 
not  antiquated,  they're  about  real 
things,  real  relations,  there's  so  much 
in  them." 

Neville  and  Cozzubbo  have  decided 
to  split  directorial  duties,  with  Neville 
directing  L/W/e£vo/(  Cozzubbo  handling 
John  Gabriel  Borkman,  and  both  men 
joining  forces  for  Ibsen's  final  work,  the 
chilling  When  We  Dead  Awaken. 

Ibsen,  the  famed  Norwegian  play- 


wright, is  best  remembered  for  creat- 
ing dark  and  often  disturbing  charac- 
ters with  a  high  degree  of  realism  in 
his  dramas.  The  psychology  behind 
his  writing  is  so  deep  and  convincing 
that  his  characters  have  been  studied 
and  written  about  by  many,  including 
the  king  of  psychoanalysis  himself, 
Sigmund  Freud. 

Neville,  a  seasoned  veteran  of  both 
stage  and  screen  (he  was  the  Well- 
Manicured  Man  for  several  seasons 
on  The  X-Files  and  plays  the  title  role  in 
the  recently  opened  indie  flick  Moving 
Malcolm),  is  quite  is  familiar  with  the 
work  of  Henrik  Ibsen.  He  has  already 
directed  Ibsen's  fourth-last  play  The 
Master  Builder  in  Edmonton,  and  acted 
the  lead  role  in  that  play  in  Halifax. 
Neville  says  that  it  is  important  for 
both  actors  and  directors  to  tackle 
classics  like  Ibsen  because  they  of- 
fer what  he  describes  as  "incredible 
training". 

Born  in  England,  Neville  received 
his  own  "incredible  training"  while 
acting  at  London's  Old  Vic  Theatre, 
where  he  claims  to  have  done  "noth- 
ing but  Shakespeare  for  six  years!" 
However,  he  is  quick  to  announce  that 
he  is  now  "passionately  Canadian" 
having  moved  here  on  a  whim  in  1975. 
Since  then  Neville  has  lived  in  Ottawa, 
Edmonton,  Halifax,  Stratford,  and  now 
Toronto. 

The  Ibsen  Project  is  billed  as  a  staged 
reading,  but  don't  be  fooled — this  is 
hardly  your  typical  dry  read.  With  sets 
and  lights  designed  by  Dora  Award 
winner  Robert  Thomson  and  Sharon  E. 
Reid,  the  actors  will  hardly  be  unsup- 


ported while  on  stage.  True,  there  will 
be  scripts  in  hand,  but  blocking  and 
line  delivery  have  been  in  rehearsal 
for  almost  two  weeks,  and  the  casts 
contain  some  of  the  finest  and  most 
respected  actors  in  the  city  (including 
Allegra  Fulton,  Randy  Hughson,  Dixie 
Seatle,  Robin  Ward,  Brenda  Bazinet 
and  many  others). 

One  name  in  particular,  David 
Gardner,  should  be  familiar  to  most  U 
of  T  theatre-goers  as  the  director  of 
this  fall's  stellar  production  of  As  You 
Like  It.  Under  the  direction  of  both 
Neville  and  Cozzubbo  in  When  We 
Dead  Awake,  Gardner  portrays  Arnold 
Rubek,  a  once-successful  artist  who 
has  become  frustrated,  stagnant,  and 
unwisely  married  to  a  much  younger 
girl.  The  role  is  dark  and  complex  and 
often  thought  to  be  a  biographic  reflec- 
tion of  Ibsen  himself. 

Neville  is  fast  to  acknowledge  the 
hard  work  of  all  the  actors  involved. 
"The  actors  have  been  so  wonderful  in 
being  well-acquainted  with  the  script," 
he  says.  "They're  such  wonderful  ac- 
tors that  the  good  plays  will  jump  out." 

Neville  expects  the  three  perfor- 
mances to  be  well-attended.  He  cites  a 
growing  public  interest  in  discovering 
or  re-discovering  the  genius  of  Ibsen's 
classics  as  a  prime  motivator.  He  also 
notes  that  the  Norwegian  Consulate 
has  taken  a  special  interest  in  the  proj- 
ect and  is  sponsoring  one  of  the  three 
readings,  John  Gabriel  Borkman,  Ibsen's 
second-last  play. 

Although  The  Ibsen  Project  marks 
Neville's  first  collaboration  with  Hart 
House  Theatre  (he  is  no  stranger  to 


Actor/director  John  Neville. 

campus  theatre,  however,  having 
taught  acting  at  Ryerson),  he  notes 
that  he  has  thoroughly  enjoyed  work- 
ing in  the  space,  and  believes  that 
Hart  House's  commitment  to  staging 
the  classics  is  a  truly  worthy  cause 
for  which  he  will  "continue  to  be  avail- 
able." All  the  proceeds  from  The  Ibsen 
Project  will  be  contributed  towards  the 
Hart  House  Theatre  Endowment  Fund. 

When  asked,  Neville  says  that  there 
are  no  concrete  plans  to  mount  any 
of  the  plays  as  a  full-scale  production 
yet,  but  quickly  adds,  "They're  ready, 
practically.  All  they  need  is  money." 


The  Ibsen  Project  opens  with  Little 
Eyolf  on  Friday  and  wraps  up  with 
When  We  Dead  Awake  on  Saturday. 
With  Halloween  just  around  the  cor- 
ner, these  haunting  plays  are  sure  to 
summon  the  ghosts  of  Ibsen's  lesser- 
known  masterpieces  onto  the  stage  for 
curious  audiences  to  examine. 

The  Ibsen  Project  runs  Oct.  24  fLittle 
EyolfJ,  25  fJohn  Gabriel  Borkmanj,  and 
26  fWhen  We  Dead  AwakenJ  at  8  pm 
at  Hart  House  Theatre.  Tickets  are  $15 
for  students  at  the  box  office,  or  call  (416) 


Hail  Death  Cab 


Photo  Editor  Kara  Dillon  and  writer  Nick  Burdan  weigh  in  on  last  week's  concert  by  the  latest  indie-rock  buzz  band 


SHE  SAID:  Finding  Death  Cab  for  Cutie  was  an 
accident.  I  only  heard  them  a  year  ago  as  my 
lover  drove  me  to  work.  Tzatziki  ran  through 
my  fingers  as  1  ate  the  best  chicken  souvlaki  of 
my  life — the  first  snowfall  of  the  year,  danced 
in  the  city  lights,  and  all  the  while  DCs  "Photo 
Booth"  was  blasting  in  the  car.  From  that 
moment  on  I  was  hooked.  Their  show  at  the 
Opera  House  last  Thursday  was  stellar.  Re- 
ally. I  couldn't  see  a  damn  thing,  but  it  was  still 
great.  As  Death  Cab  set  up  their  instruments, 
the  crowd  just  stood  there  watching  them.  The 
eerily  stillness  and  silence  was  really  unex- 
pected. They  contrasted  so  dramatically  with 
the  energetic,  catchy  music  and  beautiful  lyr- 
ics of  Death  Cab's  four  albums.  But  the  crowd's 
electric  expectancy  for  the  first  musical  note  to 


ripple  through  the  venue  was  a  perfect  prelude 
to  the  performance  that  matched  Death  Cab's 
recorded  brilliance. 

It  was  worth  the  wait.  Frontman  Ben  Gib- 
bard  owned  the  stage.  For  a  rocker  he  was 
pretty  humble,  thanking  the  audience  after 
every  single  song.  He  even  told  us  that  he 
took  "Phone  Booth"  off  the  setlist  in  Detroit 
just  because  someone  yelled,  "Play  'Phone 
Booth!'"  too  rudely.  Ben  obviously  likes  to  play 
nice — and  he  did — but  his  band  paid  the  price 
by  being  too  unnoticeable.  Guitarist  Chris 
Walla  tried  to  warm  up  the  crowd  a  bit,  but 
people  just  weren't  listening.  Even  when  the 
bassist  and  drummer  were  rocking  out,  Ben 
still  owned  the  stage.  The  band  only  served  as 
backup  to  Gibbard's  genius. — KD 


HE  SAID:  Apparently  a  lot  of  people  came  to  the 
show  just  to  see  the  opening  bands  because 
a  bunch  of  people  left  before  Death  Cab  even 
started  playing.  Okay,  their  last  album,  Transat- 
lanticism,  was  a  bit  of  a  letdown  compared  to  their 
previous  offerings,  but  come  on  people,  how  can 
you  not  love  Ben  Gibbard? 

Following  his  recent  Postal  Service  sidepro- 
ject  and  regular  Death  Cab  releases,  Ben  Gibbard 
has  solidified  himself  as  the  man  with  the  indie- 
pop  melodies  that  can't  miss.  Which  makes  me 
wonder:  why  is  it  that  at  every  Death  Cab  show 
I  go  to,  his  vocals  get  buried  in  the  mix  so  low 
that  1  actually  find  myself  straining  to  hear  his 
beautiful  voice? 

Despite  the  vocals,  though.  Death  Cab  put  on 
an  impressive  show,  with  solid  material  from 


NICK  BURDAN 

all  of  their  previous  albums.  As  evidenced  by  a 
button-down  shirt  that  became  progressively 
more  and  more  soaked  with  sweat,  as  well  as  a 
whole  roll  of  blurry  photos,  Gibbard  was  really 
rocking  out. 

The  show  ended  with  an  extended  medley 
consisting  of  "Blacking  Out  The  Friction"  melt- 
ing perfectly  into  a  cover  of  Bjork's  "All  Is  Full  Of 
Love"  straight  into  a  song  that  left  most  people 
scratching  their  heads  but  that  I  later  found  out 
was  a  cover  of  Billy  Bragg's  "St.  Swithin's  Day". 
Seconds  before  the  end  of  the  show,  a  girl  fainted 
near  the  front  of  the  stage,  presumably  from  the 
sweaty  heat  that  the  Opera  House  is  known  for. 
In  the  ensuing  confusion  of  her  friends  trying  to 
carry  her  WWl-style  to  some  fresh  air.  Death  Cab 
hit  their  last  note  and  Ben  was  gone.-ND 


reviewisthevarsity.ca 


Erin  McKeown 

Grand 
Nettwerk 


Nettwerk  Records  knows  a  good 
thing  when  they  hear  it,  which 
is  why  they  picked  up  Virginian 
singer-songwriter  McKeown  based 
on  her  lyrical  indie  albums  and 
incessant  touring.  Not  as  folky  as 
Dar  Williams  or  poppy  as  Natalie 
Merchant,  McKeown  falls  some- 
where between  the  two  on  her  new 
Grand  disc.  The  album  personifies 
that  sort  of  genre-straddling,  with 
nods  to  jazz  ('The  Taste  of  You"), 
indie  rock  ("Cinematic")  and  even 
Motown  and  cabaret.  It's  a  wise  re- 
cord, evocative  of  the  '40s  and  '50s, 
not  so  strange  when  you  realize  that 


she  drew  on  Judy  Garland's  audio 
diaries  for  inspiration.  While  com- 
parisons can  be  made  to  early  Ricki 
Lee  Jones,  it's  not  a  stretch  to  say 
that  McKeown's  truly  an  original. 
This  isn't  'popular  music'  by  cur- 
rent standards,  but  maybe  it  should 
be.-TABASSUMSIDDIQUI 


Outkast 

Speakerboxx  /The  Love 
Below 
La  Face/Arista 

"Y'all  stand  against  the  wall,  blind- 
folded, we  throw  the  darts,  to  poke 
you  in  your  heart."  As  Andre  3000 
spits  in  one  of  his  new  songs,  you 
never  really  know  what  to  expect 
when  Outkast  hits  you  with  an 
album  other  than  it  selling  like  hot- 
cakes  in  its  first  week.  It's  about 
time  for  some  abstract  rhyme,  fresh 
beats,  and  mellow  crunk  tunes.  The 
duo's  latest  is  a  double  album,  featur- 
ing solo  discs  by  both  Big  Boi  and 
Andre  3000  that  live  up  to  the  expec- 
tations of  fans  who've  been  waiting 
to  be  hit  off.  While  Andre  3000  pro- 
duces a  few  tracks  on  Big  Boi's  album 
Speakerboxx  and  Big  Boi  raps  on  The 
Love  Below,  the  albums  showcase 
Atlanta's  finest  duo  successfully  as 
stand-alone  artists. 

Andre  3000's  The  Loue  Below 
exceeds  all  expectations — this  hip- 
hop  oddity  explores  various  genres, 
from  the  jazzy  alternative  "Love  Hat- 
er" to  soulful  tracks  like  "Prototype" 
and  "Take  off  your  Cool",  featuring 
crooner  Norah  Jones.  Andre  3000's 
ability  to  put  out  an  album  of  such 
varied  genres  shows  the  spectrum 
of  his  talent — he  doesn't  just  dabble 
or  experiment  with  different  sounds, 
he  fully  commits  to  them.  The  Love 
Below  is  something  you  can't  antici- 
pate, but  once  you  listen  to  it,  you'll 


be  hearing  the  songs  in  your  head 
even  when  the  CD's  not  playing. 

Big  Boi,  on  the  other  hand,  stays 
true  to  Outkast's  signature  genre  on 
Speakerboxx,  bringing  out  Atlanta's 
southern  flava  in  some  of  the  tracks. 
"GhettoMusick",  with  its  fast  tempo, 
is  maybe  too  reminiscent  of  old  hit 
"Bombs  over  Baghdad",  but  tracks 
like  "Unhappy"  and  "The  Way  You 
Move"  are  more  on  an  r'n'b  tip  laced 
with  Big  Boi's  unique  brand  of  rap. 
Some  of  the  beats,  like  on  "Rooster" 
and  "Church",  sound  almost  too 
flamboyant  for  a  hip-hop  album,  but 
Big  Boi  comes  through  with  some 
tight  lyrics  to  balance  that  off.  Big- 
name  guests  like  Jay-Z,  Ludacris, 
Lil'  Jon  &  the  East  Side  Boyz  (plus 
an  interlude  featuring  Big  Boi's  son. 
Bamboo)  add  to  the  fun.  Though 
Andre's  album  is  more  creative  than 
his  partner's,  you'll  wanna  reach  for 
Speakerboxx's  signature  Southern 
sound  when  you're  ridin'  in  your 
Cadi  on  your  way  to  the  players 
ball.-JAYANIPERERA 


Travis 

12  Memories 
Sony 


Remember  Travis?  A  lot's 
happened  since  we  last  heard  from 
the  Brit  band.  Last  year,  drummer 
Neil  Primrose  was  nearly  paralyzed, 
the  accident  almost  putting  an  end 
to  the  band.  Instead,  the  incident 
seemed  to  bring  a  wider  yet  more 
focused  perspective  to  their  new 
album,  12  Memories.  The  war  on 
Iraq  greatly  impacted  the  album 
as  well  with  anti-war  sentiment 
spread  throughout  lead  .  singer/ 
songwriter  Fran  Healy's  lyrics.  "The 
Beautiful  Occupation"  cynically 
depicts  the  U.S. /U.K.  occupation 
in  Iraq  as  a  foreign  invasion,  the 
chorus  sarcastically  pointing 
out,  "You  don't  need  an  invitation 
to  drop  in  upon  a  nation".  Along 
similar  lines  is  "Peace  The  Fuck 
Out",  a  message  to  Tony  Blair  urg- 
ing him  to  abandon  the  U.S.  in  the 
war  against  Iraq:  "You  have  a  voice, 
don't  lose  it/You  have  a  choice, 
so  choose  it/You  have  a  brain,  so 
use  it."  Dark  themes  aboundNfirst 


single  "Re-Offender"  deals  with 
domestic  violence,  inspired  by 
Healy's  parents'  abusive  relation- 
ship. Other  songs  show  little  change 
thematically  or  musically  from  their 
previous  efforts,  despite  the  de- 
parture of  producer  Nigel  Godrich 
(Radiohead).  That  said,  Travis'  The 
Man  Who  and  The  Invisible  Band  are 
two  of  most  celebrated  U.K.  albums 
of  the  decade.  If  you  like  beautifully 
composed  melodies  and  honest 
(if  not  entirely  original)  songwrit- 
ing,  12  Memories  is  worth  the  lis- 
ten.-CHRIS  CLARK 

Travis  play  Hummingbird  Centre 
Oct.  31. 


Hail  art  cab 


by  LIZZIE  McNEELEY 


The  art  exhibit  arrived  forty 
minutes  late.  It  was  stuck  in 
gridlock.  This  seemed  an  appro- 
priate beginning  for  Year  Zero 
One's  launch  of  its  site-specific 
art  installation,  Teletaxi,  which 
took  place  as  part  of  the  Tranz- 
Tech  Toronto  International  Me- 
dia Art  Biennial. 

Teletaxi  plays  with  the  me- 
dium of  video  screens  mounted 
in  cabs,  a  medium  originally 
created  for  corporate  advertis- 
ing. Instead  of  being  force-fed 
advertising,  passengers  of  Tele- 
taxi are  challenged  by  the  mul- 
timedia work  of  seven  artists 
to  analyze  the  meanings  and 
implications  of  space  and  place: 
the  space  being  the  intimate  en- 
vironment of  the  taxi,  the  place 
being  the  busy,  diverse  city  that 
flickers  through  the  window. 
The  multimedia  work  that  pops- 
up  on  the  monitor  is  triggered 
by  an  onboard  GPS  (global  posi- 
tioning system)  receiver,  which 
ensures  that  the  art  in  the  taxi 
is  in  constant  conversation  with 
the  location  outside. 

My  Teletaxi  ride  began  with  a 
calmingly  simple  black-on-white 
line  animation  by  Berlin  artist 
Gemot  Weiland.  The  animation 
of  a  soothing  hand  caressing  a 
resting  head  provided  welcome 
relief  to  the  long-weekend  rush- 
hour  chaos  unfolding  outside. 


As  we  approached  Chinatown, 
music  filtered  through  the 
speakers  that  could  have  been 
used  in  a  1930s  film  to  signify 
the  setting  of  Imperial  China. 
It  was  the  sentimental  and 
stereotypical  accompaniment 
to  local  artist  Camille  Turner's 
video,  which  documents  her 
self-crowned  persona.  Miss 
Canadiana,  on  a  celebrity  tour 
of  Toronto  multiculti  hotspots. 
Miss  Canadiana  hands  out  Cana- 
dian flags  and  pins  as  part  of  her 
nationalist  mission,  yet  Turner 
makes  clear  that  this  is  all  very 
tongue-in-cheek. 

As  we  reach  Gaytown,  an- 
other Turner  video  pops  up. 
Here,  Miss  Canadiana  makes  a 
celebrity  appearance  at  Zelda's 
drag  queen  show.  Her  musical 
accompaniment  is  the  infernal 
"Hot  Stuff".  Turner's  pieces 
challenge  the  viewer/passenger 
to  question  how  urban  space  is 
divided:  is  the  designation  of 
formal  areas  for  multicultural 
groups  (Chinatown,  Little  Italy, 
etc.)  a  way  of  compartmentaliz- 
ing those  groups  into  dominant 
stereotypes?  Is  the  granting  of 
'areas'  for  multicultural  groups 
a  cheap  substitution  for  bona- 
fide  integration  into  Canadian 
society?  These  questions  suit 
the  medium  of  the  taxi,  as  it 
navigates  the  often-arbitrary 
borders  of  cultural  communi- 
ties. 


The  final  piece  I  was  able  to 
see  was  Michael  Alstad  (also 
from  Toronto)"s  examination  of 
Dundas  Square.  Though  damn- 
ing the  square  is  already  a 
tired  theme,  Alstad's  editing  is 
notable,  beginning  with  a  busy 
cut-and-paste  sequence  that 
mimics  the  sensory  overload  of 
the  intersection  and  then  trans- 
forming into  a  hauntingly  slow- 
paced,  Orwellian  perspective  of 
the  square.  In  his  video  short, 
Alstad  questions  the  purpose 
of  the  excessive  surveillance  in 
the  (nominally)  public  square 
through  shots  of  security 
guards  seemingly  protecting 
corporate  billboards. 

Teletaxi  is  an  excellent  ex- 
ample of  how  sites  outside  of 
conventional  gallery  spaces  can 
enhance  the  experience  of  art.  It 
challenges  conventional  notions 
of  the  placement  of  art  while  con- 
fronting our  accepted  perspec- 
tives of  the  city. 

Teletaxi  runs  till  Oct.  31.  To  book  a 
Teletaxi:  Mon-Fri:  416-435-6257. 
Weekends  &  Evening:  416-887- 
3877.  www.year01.com/teletaxi 
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320  Porter  Avenue 


?  Buffalo,  New  York  14201 


WW.  dyc.edu 


Attention  Students  Interested  In: 

•I'eachers  College  •Physical  Therapy 


^Occupational  Therapy 


Master's  Degree  Session  Information 
Teacher's  College 

Friday,  Oct.  31 ,     7  p.m. 
Saturday,  Nov.  1,  9:30  a.m.  or  2  p.m. 

Physical  and  Occupational  Therapy 

Saturday,  Nov.  1,   1  p.m.  or  2:30  p.m. 
\Md  at  the 
Delta  Airport  West  Hotel, 
Dixie  Road  (near  the  airport),Mississagua,  Ontario 


Reservations  are  required,  contact  graduate  Admissions  at 

1-800-777-3921 

wwwAycedu 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808  -  GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

TEACH  ENGLISH  OVERSEAS! 

TESOL  Workshops  for  Canadians,  Toronto 
-  Saturday,  November  8.  One  day  and 


you  re  on  your 
www.goteach.ca 


way!  1-866-912-4465 


SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED! 

Make  extra  money  while  helping  others 
by  becoming  a  Xytex  Sperm  Donor  Ages 
18-38.  Call  416-924-3021  today! 

HEROES  WANTED 

Hip  fast  food  restaurant  in  Yorkville 
looking  for  experienced  linecooks  and 
counter  staff.  IVlinutes  from  campus.  P/T 
days.  Call  Peter  416-221-5912. 


HIGH  PARK 

Available  clean,  quiet  rooms.  25  min 
from  campus.  Call  416-315-0779. 


DOWNTOWN  PARKING  AVAILABLE 

Indoor  parking  in  a  modern  condo 
building  w/security.  60  Homewood  Ave, 
between  IVIaitland  and  Carlton.  $60 
p/month  or  1  year  for  $600.  For  info  call 
(416)  530-9717. 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor.  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 


^Classifieds^ 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  -h. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 

WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compuflow.  416/539-9443. 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropology, 
Business,  Commerce,  Drama,  East  Asian 
studies,  Zoology.  Highly  qualified  gradu- 
ates will  help!  Call  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessav@bellnet.ca 

REAL  ESTATE  SALES  REP 

Selling  your  home?  Commission  3  to 
5%;  Buying?  Properties  from  $99,000; 
DIN  LE,  BSC.  UT,  Homelife  Cholkan 
(416)  735-7912  (24hr)  or  (416)  236-7711 
(message). 

PUBLIC  SPEAKING 

Increase  confidence,  credibility,  cha- 
risma. Practice  skills:  best  body  language, 
dynamic  voice,  professional  language 
and  more.  Complimentary  book.  Patricia, 
motivational  speaker  416-763-2540. 

CUSTOMIZED  FOOT  ORTHOTICS 

Order  1  pair  and  get  2nd  pair  for  yourself 
or  someone  else  totally  free — manufac- 
tured by  orthotic  lab—  416-735-7912. 

PERSONAL  LIFE  COACHING 

Stuck  in  life?  Stop  making  excuses  for 
what  you  can't  do  and  instead,  make  a 
commitment  to  achieve  your  personal 
best!  Create  a  plan  with  a  personal  coach. 
Student  rate  $35/session— 416-358-3934. 

TV  -  CABLE 

Digital  box,  high-speed  internet  installa- 
tion: 416-760-4971  (24  hrs  messages). 


GET  TOP  MARKS 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience,  special- 
izing in  MATH  133,  135,  136,  235;  CHM 
138,  139,  247;  ECO  220;  STA  220;  PHYS 
110.  Past  tests  and  exams  available  for 

practice,  (416)  785-8898.  

COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 
Java,  C,  C++,  Data  Structures.  Tutoring, 
Exam  Review,  Programming  Lessons.  Ed 
416-785-5115  students  @cstutoring.com 

MATHEMATICS  TUTORING 

Calculus,  Linear  Algebra  etc.  -  private 
tutoring,  $16  for  one  and  a  half  hours, 
Marvin  Hersh,  416-534-3736.  (Have  and 
A  in  Math  157Y,  was  a  Math  TA,  am  very 
patient). 

CHEMISTRY  TUTOR 

U  of  T  Ph.D.,  with  teaching  experience 
will  offer  help  in  basic  chemistry 
courses.  416-398-6806. 

PROFESSIONAL  MATH  HELP 

Post-graduate  math  degree  plus  years 
of  teaching  and  tutoring  experience. 
All  levels.  Group  rates  available.  Quiet 
location  minutes  from  campus.  416- 
388-5789;  utmath@rogers.com 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  COPY 
EDITOR  &  WRITING  COACH 

Academic  papers,  thesis,  and  articles, 
APA  style  a  specialty.  Mary  Ann  Carswell. 
Member,  Editor's  Association  of  Canada. 
416-469-6784.  mcarswell@sympatico.ca. 

ESSAY  EDITING 

Professional  writer/editor  edits,  proof- 
reads, types  essays,  letters,  CVs,  etc. 
Reasonable  rates,  fast  turnaround.  Eari 
Miller  (416)  566-7149. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON   1VI5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 

issue -Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 


Singer-songwriter  Elliott  Smith. 
ELLIOTT >>  Continued  from  page  I 

Smith  was  it.  With  a  stage  perfor- 
mance entirely  lacking  in  showman- 
ship or  spectacle,  Smith  could  com- 
mand a  room  with  only  his  presence, 
a  guitar  and  a  handful  of  3-minute 
songs.  One  of  the  most  powerful 
shows  that  I  have  seen  was  one  of 
his.  He  played  an  acoustic  guitar 
sitting  on  an  old  waiting  room  chair, 
alone  in  the  middle  of  a  large  stage  at 
the  Town  Hall  in  New  York  City.  He 
played  for  about  80  minutes,  until 
his  voice  started  giving  out,  but  as 
always  the  audience  wanted  more. 

To  his  multitude  of  fans,  the  shock 
came  with  full  20/20  hindsight  and 
comparisons  to  Kurt  Cobain  will  be 
made,  but  not  here.  In  numerous 
interviews,  Smith  insisted  that  his 
lyrics  were  not  to  be  taken  literally, 
not  to  be  seen  as  confessional,  but  at 
this  point  it  is  difficult  to  separate  his 
affecting  lyrics  about  isolation,  loss, 
addiction  and  failure  from  the  song- 
writer himself  (Smith  had  spoken 
in  recent  years  about  battles  with 
alcoholism). 


Smith  began  his  musical  career 
playing  in  punk  bands  before  de- 
veloping his  own  spare  style,  often 
compared  to  the  likes  of  Nick  Drake 
and  the  Beatles.  His  dark,  introspec- 
tive lyrics  and  stark  guitar  playing 
made  Smith  a  favourite  at  campus 
radio  throughout  North  America,  a 
no-frills  indie  icon  that  put  out  five 
solo  albums  that  received  much 
critical  acclaim  but  little  mainstream 
success. 

That  is,  until  his  track  "Miss 
Misery"  from  the  Good  Will  Hunting 
soundtrack  was  nominated  for  an 
Oscar  in  1998.  Probably  the  public's 
enduring  image  of  Smith  will  be  of 
the  clearly  ill-at-ease,  white-suited 
musician  awkwardly  performing  the 
song  at  the  awards  ceremony  that 
year  (he  lost  to  Celine  Dion's  Titanic 
theme,  but  hey,  it  was  the  Oscars). 

Towards  the  end  of  each  of  his 
shows,  Smith  would  inevitably  ask 
the  audience:  "What  do  you  want 
to  hear,  a  fast  song  or  a  slow  song? 
A  happy  song  or  a  sad  song?"  With 
his  premature  passing,  this  is  the 
saddest  song  he  ever  played. 


DYLAN  THOMAS 

RE~rLJF=jlVI  JC:)LJF=^r\IE>^ 

jriMk  FROM  THE 

W^Sm  POETRY  &  PROSE 
I^Sn  OF  DYLAN  THOMAS 


Experience  the 
electrifying  presence 
of  Dylan  Thomas'  last 
lecture  tour,  en  route  to 
the  White  Horse  Tavern 

BOBK^^ 

AS  DYL^N  THOMAS 

ORIGINALLY  DIRECTED  BY 
SIR  ANTHONY  HOPKINS 


Jane  Mallett  Theatre  ST  UA,WRENCE  CENTRE  FOB  THE  ARTS 

THURSDAY,  30th  OCTOBER  8.00pM  TICKFTS  $30  (INCL.CIF/GST) 
AVAILABLE  FROM  THE  BOX  OFFICE  (416)  366  7723  OR  VISIT  WWW.StlC.COm 

"Regarded  as  one  of  the  best  solo  shows  of  all  time"- 


SPECIAL  STUDENT  PRICE:  $20! 
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Volleyball  101 

The  Varsity  takes  a  detailed  look  ahead 
at  the  upcoming  season  in  the  OVA 


by  MARK  ILCZYSZYN  VARSITY  STAFF 


I 


2002-  2003  Record: 

]3-4,  tied  2nd  OUA  East 

2003-  2004  Projected  Record:  15-2, 
1st  OUA  East 

Although  placing  second  in  the  regu- 
lar season,  the  2002-2003  Blues  were 
OUA  champions  for  the  third  year 
in  a  row.  Coming  into  the  2003-2004 
season,  the  women's  team  is  ranked 
eighth  in  Canadian  Interuniversity 
Sport  (CIS)  preseason  polls.  A  couple 
of  highly  touted  new-comers  are  on 
the  squad.  They  are  left  side/right 
side  Gioia  Canciani;  middle/right  side 
Tara  Matheson  and  left  side/right 
side  Mila  Miguel.  Bets  are  these  three 
players  will  preserve  the  winning 
tradition  of  the  program  in  the  future. 
The  team  is  extremely  deep  with 
fifth-year  vets  setter  Katie  Bickerton, 
left  side  Suzana  Majcen,  and  left  side 
Carrie  Schram  all  returning  to  the 
court.  Head  Coach  Kristine  Drakich, 
entering  her  14th  year  on  the  bench, 
will  once  again  lead  the  team  to  yet 
another  OUA  championship,  and  the 
national  championships. 

THE  BEST  OF  THE  REST: 
TOP  THREE  BLUES  CONTENDERS 
IN  THE  OUA  EAST 


2002-  2003  Record: 

2-15,  6th  OUA  East 

2003-  2004  Projected  Record: 

13-4,  2nd  OUA  East 

Things  will  be  different  for  Ryerson 
in  2003.  They  return  all  five  starters 
from  last  season,  and  the  team  has 
completed  its  rebuilding  quickly.  Erin 
Gallagher,  left-side  and  OUA  all-star 
last  season,  will  lead  the  team. 


2002  was  a  disappointing  year  for  the 
Golden  Gaels,  as  they  failed  to  reach 
the  .500  mark  for  the  season.  The 
team  is  led  by  middle  Kate  McNabb 
and  left  side  Stephanie  Ward,  and 
with  so  many  starters  returning  to 
the  team  it  is  poised  to  finish  the 
season  over  .500. 


THE  BEST  OF  THE  REST: 
TOP  THREE  BLUES  CONTENDERS 


2002-  2003  Record: 

16-1,  1st  OUA  East 

2003-  2004  Projected  Record: 

9-8,  4th  OUA  East 

The  Lions,  after  an  extremely  success- 
ful campaign  last  season,  will  have  a 
tough  time  repeating  their  successes 
of  a  year  ago  against  a  much  improved 
OUA.  The  team  is  led  by  left  side  Gilah 
McHugh  and  setter  Dana  Haan. 


2002-  2003  Record: 

8-9,  4th  OUA  East 

2003-  2004  Projected  Record: 

12-5  3rd  OUA  East 


2002-  2003  Record: 

17-1,  1st  OUA  (OUA  Champions) 

2003-  2004  Projected  Record: 

17-1,  1st  OUA  (OUA  Champions) 

Last  year's  squad  was  one  of  the 
best  this  school  has  produced  in  its 
storied  volleyball  program,  capturing 
their  seventh  OUA  title  in  the  past 
nine  years  and  12th  in  the  program's 
history.  But  despite  dominating  in 
Ontario,  the  team  failed  to  medal  at 
the  national  championships,  placing 
fifth  in  the  country.  This  year's  team 
is  extremely  deep  and  led  by  three 
talented  players  in  left  side  Marc  Ar- 
seneau,  right  side  Josh  Binstock,  and 
middle  Jon  So.  When  all  is  said  and 
done,  this  season  the  Blues  will  add 
their  13th  OUA  championship  to  the 
trophy  case,  and  will  contend  for  a 
medal  at  the  CIS  championships.  Any 
chips  on  their  shoulders  for  being  left 
off  the  CIS  pre-season  top  10  rankings 
will  have  long  since  vanished. 


2002-  2003  Record: 

12-6,  tied  for  3rd  OUA 

2003-  2004  Projected  Record: 

14-4,  2nd  OUA 

The  pressure  will  be  on  the  Golden 
Gaels,  as  they  look  to  uproot  the  Var- 
sity Blues.  The  team  is  led  by  power 
hitter  Mike  Hartel  who  was  chosen 
to  play  for  the  2003  Universiade  team 
along  with  U  of  T's  Arseneau.  Even 
though  Queen's  is  ranked  number 
nine  in  the  preseason  CIS  top  10,  the 
Golden  Gaels  still  do  not  have  enough 
to  beat  the  Blues  and  will  have  to 
settle  for  an  OUA  silver  medal. 


2002-  2003  Record:  6-12,  8th  OUA 

2003-  2004  Projected  Record: 

12-6,  4th  OUA 

Last  season  was  a  complete  disap- 
pointment for  the  Marauders,  but 
look  for  the  team  to  turn  things 
around  this  season.  The  team  will  be 
led  by  setter  Ryan  Adams,  another 
Universiade  player,  and  will  lead  Mc- 
Master  as  the  most  improved  team 
in  the  OUA  this  season. 


2002-  2003  Record:  13-5  2nd  OUA 

2003-  2004  Projected  Record: 

13-5  3rd  OUA 

There  are  high  expectations  in 
Guelph  this  season  as  the  Gryphons 
return  most  of  last  year's  roster.  The 
team  is  led  by  returning  OUA  all-stars 
Chris  Simek  and  Jordan  Reynolds  and 
bolstered  by  a  number  of  top  recruits. 
The  pieces  are  in  place  for  a  good 
run  this  season,  but  the  Gryphons 
will  find  a  bronze  lining  to  their  2003 
campaign. 


SPORTS  BRIEF 


BLUES  GOALIE  STAR  IN  CIS 

Varsity  Blues  field  hockey  goalten- 
der  Sarah  Lipton  was  named  this 
week's  Canadian  Interuniversity 
Sport  athlete  of  the  week.  This  past 
weekend  she  recorded  three  shut- 
outs and  allowed  only  one  goal 
against,  leading  her  team  to  a  spot 
in  the  upcoming  OUA  semi-finals. 

The  Blues  wrapped  up  their  regu- 
lar season  in  first  place  as  they  won 
all  four  of  their  games  last  weekend. 
They  defeated  Western  1-0,  McGill 
4-0,  Waterloo  1-0,  and  Queen's  2-1. 
The  team  ends  their  season  with 
a  13-1-0  record  and  will  meet  the 
Waterloo  Warriors  this  Friday  in  the 
OUA  semi-finals.-JYLL  MALBEUF 
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SPACECAT  By  Fish  Griwkowsky 
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FREE 
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"The  experience  of  religion  eventually 
results  in  the  certain  consciousness  of 
God  and  in  the  undoubted  assurance  of 
the  survival  of  the  believing  personality." 

(1105:03  The  Urantia  Book) 
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U  of  T  AIDS  symposium 
searches  for  a  solution 


byBRONWYNKIENAPPLE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


GAVIN  BRAUER 


Veterinary  surgeon  and  songwriter  Segun  Akinlolu  closed 
out  this  weekend's  HIV/AIDS  conference  at  U  of  T. 


U  of  T's  response  to  AIDS  is  finally 
here.  The  launch  of  the  Centre  for  In- 
ternational Health's  HIV/AIDS  Initiative 
for  Africa  took  place  last  Friday  at  the 
Rotman  School  of  Management. 

The  initiative  is  to  be  based  on  a 
collaboration  between  various  depart- 
ments at  U  of  T  and  African  NGOs, 
governments  and  universities.  Ac- 
cording to  David  Zakus,  the  director 
of  the  Centre,  this  initiative  has  been 
a  long  time  coming.  "We're  the  largest 
university  with  a  large  medical  school 
and  yet  our  response  has  been  really 
inadequate  and  wanting,"  said  Zakus. 
"We  decided  that  we  should  pull  our 
resources  together." 

In  Africa,  29  million  people  are  cur- 
rently living  with  HIV/AIDS.  Thirteen 
million  of  them  are  children  under 
15.  In  the  developing  world,  only 
300,000  people  have  access  to  treat- 
ment. "We're  here  to  address  these 
injustices,"  said  Zakus.  "We  want  to 
use  our  amazing  resources  at  the 
university.. .and  make  a  difference." 

The  panelists  admitted  that  U  of 
T  has  been  in  need  of  a  change.  Ted 
Myers,  a  professor  with  the  Faculty  of 
Medicine,  pointed  to  the  lack  of  cours- 
es in  HlV/AlDS  and  international  health 
at  the  university  as  well  as  the  difficulty 
Africans  face  in  continuing  their  educa- 
tion at  U  of  T.  "We  must  make  our  uni- 
versity more  accessible  to  people  from 
Africa,"  said  Myers.  "We  must  work  to 
break  down  barriers  at  U  of  T." 

The  launch  featured  speeches  from 
members  of  the  initiative  as  well  as 
African  music  and  dance.  Nigerian 
singer  Beautiful  Nubia  gave  a  stirring 
performance  and  a  demonstration  of 
dance,  accompanied  by  drums  and 
song,  to  close  the  event. 

Present  were  representatives  from 
such  areas  as  the  departments  of 
infectious  diseases,  anthropology  and 


public  health  sciences.  Although  many 
were  accomplished  academics,  they 
stressed  that  even  students  have  a  role 
to  play  in  the  fight  against  HIV/AIDS. 
Kadia  Petricca,  a  fourth-year  Biology 
and  Anthropology  student,  assured 
the  audience  that  although  the  issue 
was  overwhelming,  "we  as  students 
at  U  of  T  do  have  a  pivotal  role  to 
play.. .this  is  not  only  a  university 
initiative  but  an  individual  initiative." 
Petricca  urged  students  to  get  involved 
in  the  various  activist  clubs  at  U  of  T 
and  to  try  to  make  a  difference  in  their 
own  way. 

The  speakers  presented  their  own 
varied  approaches  to  tackling  the  HIV/ 
AIDS  epidemic.  Some,  such  as  Melanie 
Campbell,  a  first-year  medical  student, 
discussed  the  problem  of  patents, 
which  has  made  it  difficult  to  export 
AlDS-fighting  drugs  from  the  West 
to  the  developing  countries.  Other 
presenters,  such  as  anthropologist 
Richard  Lee,  stressed  internal  factors, 
such  as  gender  inequality  and  a  lack 
of  trained  personnel  as  causes  of  the 
crisis. 

Members  of  the  scientific  communi- 
ty also  presented  their  findings.  Kevin 
Kain,  from  the  Centre  for  Travel  and 
Tropical  Medicine,  explained  the  nega- 
tive impact  of  HIV  drugs  upon  malaria, 
which  in  turn  can  worsen  HIV.  Rupert 
Kaul,  from  the  Department  of  Infec- 
tious Diseases,  discussed  his  current 
project  to  treat  African  sex  workers 
with  antibiotics  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  the  disease. 

Despite  their  good  intentions,  the 
panelists  recognized  that  their  work 
can  only  do  so  much.  "We're  not  going 
to  make  changes,  it's  Africans  who  are 
going  to  have  to  do  it  themselves,"  said 
Orbinski.  "Outside  impositions  never 
work;  2,000  years  of  history  has  dem- 
onstrated this." 

This  doesn't  let  Westerners  off  the 
hook  though,  cautioned  Orbinski.  He 
chastised  the  West  for  their  denial  of 


the  crisis  and  questioned  how,  in  this 
age,  the  epidemic  could  have  reached 
such  massive  proportions.  Orbinski 
even  went  so  far  as  to  compare  it  to  the 
Black  Plague  of  the  Middle  Ages. 

Despite  the  serious  nature  of  the 
launch  and  its  subject  matter,  the 
event  ended  on  a  jovial  note.  Many 
audience  members  took  advantage  of 
the  invitation  to  get  out  of  their  chairs 
and  danced  to  the  rhythm  of  African 
drums. 


Discoverer  of 
HIV  speaks 
about  the 
future  of  the 
disease 


by  JOANNE  TANG 

VARSITY  STAFF  

"In  terms  of  numbers,  the  great- 
est pandemic  in  human  history  is 
AIDS,"  Dr.  Robert  Gallo  said  to  a  full 
house  at  the  MacLeod  Auditorium 
on  Thursday  afternoon.  "There  are 
now  25  million  people  who  have 
died  of  AIDS,  and  approximately  50 
million  who  are  now  infected."  As 
he  went  on  to  talk  about  his  work 
in  AIDS  research,  he  admitted,  "You 
can't  do  this  full-time,  you  can't 
survive." 

Gallo,  who  is  Director  and  Profes- 
sor at  the  Institute  of  Human  Virol- 
ogy in  Baltimore,  was  a'Gairdner 
Award  recipient  in  1987.  He  is  best 
known  for  his  discovery  of  the  Hu- 
man Immunodeficiency  Virus,  HIV. 

See  HIV  on  page  11 


Campus  buildings  are  faUing  apart, 
students  getting  injured:  safety  report 


by  DAVID  SHIGA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  university  is  considering  spend- 
ing an  extra  $9  million  per  year  to 
deal  with  its  $400  million  mainte- 
nance backlog. 

The  musings  come  after  a  report 
entitled  Crumbling  Foundations  by  the 
university's  facilities  and  services 
department  cited  several  injuries 
and  close  calls  due  to  buildings  in 
disrepair. 

In  the  fall  of  2002,  several  people 
tripped  and  hurt  themselves  when 
elevators  at  the  Edward  Johnson 
and  Banting  buildings  opened  their 
doors  without  leveling  with  the  floor 


properly. 

In  2001,  a  man  tripped  over  a  poor- 
ly maintained  joint  in  the  floor  of  Sid 
Smith  and  broke  his  leg.  Because  of 
complications  with  the  man's  diabe- 
tes, the  injury  became  infected,  and 
the  leg  had  to  be  amputated.  The 
university  was  taken  to  trial,  and 
the  injury  was  deemed  to  have  con- 
tributed to  the  need  to  amputate  the 
man's  leg. 

Cathy  Rigall,  the  report's  author, 
said  in  an  interview  that  in  addition 
to  these  problems,  the  asbestos  is- 
sue wasn't  dealt  with  adequately  in 
the  past  because  of  underfunding. 
Rigall  is  the  assistant  vice  president 
for  facilities  and  services. 


"Over  the  years,  things  had  gotten 
a  little  slack,"  she  said. 

Asbestos  removal  is  "now  being 
given  priority  because  the  unions 
stood  up  and  said  'we're  not  happy' 
and  forced  it  to  the  top  of  the  priority 
list,"  she  said. 

The  university  is  considering 
increasing  its  spending  on  mainte- 
nance to  one  per  cent  of  its  operating 
budget.  The  total  operating  budget 
for  the  2003-2004  year  is  $978  mil- 
lion, 

but  the  money  wouldn't  appear  un- 
til next  year.  This  year,  the  facilities 
and  services  department  saw  a  4.5 

See  (lU  MBfJXC  on  page  3 


A  major  crack  in  a  wall  in  the  Roseburgh  Building  gets  a  less  than 
desirable  remedy.  Building  maintenance  issues  have  loomed  large 
on  campus,  with  several  injuries  resulting  from  the  disrepair. 
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Playoff  win 
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Students:  While  you  are  liere,  stop  at  tlie  Hall  Porters'  Desk 
and  enter  to  win  a  DELL  LAPTOP  computer.  Draw  October  31st . 


Monday,  October  27 

Amateur  Radio  Club  General  Meeting  -  "Introduction  to  Amateur  Satellite 

Operations",  5:30pin  in  the  South  Dining  Room.  Refreshments. 

Book  Club  Discussion- "lite  of  Pi"  by  Yann  Martei,  7pm  in  the  Bickersteth 

Room. 

Camera  Course  -  "Polaroid  Image  Transfer",  5-week  course  begins  at  7:30pm 
in  the  IVieeting  Room.  Members  may  sign  up  at  the  Hati  Porter's  Desk.  $40, 

Tuesday,  October  28 

Bridge-  Duplicate  play,  6;30pm  in  the  Reading  Room.  New  members  wel- 
come. 

Wednesday,  October  29 

Midday  Mosaic  -  Edra  Bayefsky,  guitar  folk  songs,  1 2noon  in  the  Music 
Room.  Refreshments. 

Buzzword  -2-4pm  in  the  Map  Room.  Meet  and  greet  new  friends  over  free 
coffee,  tea,  and  biscotti. 

Amateur  Radio  Course  in  Basic  Radio  -  6-9pm. 
Bridge  Club  EZ  Lessons  -  6:30pm  in  the  Debates  Room.  New  members  wel- 
come. 

WRITuals:  The  Literary  Cafe  -  Open  stage  featuring  William  McNaily, 
Rebecca  Appiebaum  and  you!  Bring  your  poetry.  8:3Gpm  in  the  Arbor  Room. 
Licensed.  All  welcome.  Free. 

Thursday,  October  30 

Philosophy  Cafe  -  A-6ptT\  in  the  Debates  Room.  Sex,  Love  and  Friendship: 
Epicurean  Style. 

Organization  of  Latin  American  students  presents  Mirega  Escalante  &  Latin 
Street,  9pm  in  the  Arbor  Room. 

Writing  Club-  le  Mot  Josle"  fiction  I  non  fiction,  4:30-6:30pm  in 
Bickersteth  Room. 

Friday,  October  31 

Chess  Club  Open  Play  -  4-1 0pm  in  the  Reading  Room. 

Jazz  at  Oscar's  -  Peter  Smith  Quintet  -  Jazz  in  key  of  world-beat,  9-1 2pm. 

Arbor  Room.  Free.  Licensed.  All  welcome. 

Sunday,  November  2 

Algonquin  Square  Table  -  1pm  in  the  Meeting  Room.  Ail  welcome. 
Sunday  Concert-  Roberta  Jantzen,  cello,  3pm  in  the  Great  Hall. 

UPCOMING 

Camera  Club  Courses  -  Nov  6,  "Exhibition  Preparation"  7--9:30pm  in  the 
Reading  Room.  This  4-week  class  continues  at  7pm  on  Nov.  1 3,  20,  and  27. 
Members  may  sign-up  at  the  Hall  Porters  Desk,  $40.  Nov,  9,  "Location 
Portraiture",  10am-4pm.  This  2-day  class  continues  at  10am  on  Nov.lO. 
Members  may  sign-up  at  the  Hall  Porters  Desk.  $40. 
The  Gallery  Club  Committee  WINE  SEMINAR  SERIES,  Thursday  evenings  with 
expert  Lloyd  Evans  of  "The  Case  for  Wine":  Nov.  6  Sauvignon  Blanc,  Nov.  13 
Zinfandels,  Nov.  20  Malbec  Wines  from  Argentina  and  France.  Series  tickets 
only.  Alumni  members/guests  $80,  U  of  T  students  $60.  Purchase  tickets  in 
the  fVlembership  Sen/ices  Office.  416.978.4732. 
DINNER  SERIES  -  Nov.  19  William  Humphries,  "Canada's  Role  to  Preserve 
and  Open  the  Collections  of  the  Hermitage",  Dec.  3  -  Claudia  Hepburn, 
"Educational  Choices  for  Ontario",  Jan.  14  -  Christopher  Moore, 
"Confederation  Politics";  Feb.  11  -  The  Honourable  Flora  MacDonald, 
"Peace  Through  Negotiation",  Man  1 1  -  Brock  Fenton,  "Bats  and  the 
Environment".  Series  packages  available  at  the  Membership  Services  Office 
416.978.4732.  Single  tickets:  Alumni  members/guests  $45,  U  of  T  students 
$25. 

ART  416.978.8398 

TheJustina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery-  Nobuo  Kubota,  "Video  Lab:  Loop  Holes: 
sound  poetry  installation.  "Radio  Chamber",  'sound'  installation.  Runs  to  Nov.  6. 
The  Arbor  Room  -  Paintings  by  Samuel  Chow.  Runs  to  Dec.  20. 

ATHLETICS  416,978.2447 

Register  in  Membership  Services  Office  for  Golf  Clinics  which  begin  the 

week  of  Nov.  4  in  the  Hart  House  Golf  Cage.  Beginner  and  Intermediate  classes 
offered  with  class  A  professional  instructor,  Jennifer  Kimmons. 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  Office:  416,978.8668 

mm.  harthousetheatre  .ca 
Nov  13-22,  the  Toronto  Premiere  of  Lorena  Gale's  ANGELIQUE,  directed  by 
Eric  Rose. 


SAC  health  insurance  lawsuit 
balloons  to  $5  million 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  $5  million  lawsuit  filed  against  the 
Student's  Administrative  Council 
(SAC)  by  their  former  health  insur- 
ance broker  could  have  devastat- 
ing effects  on  the  "savings"  SAC 
planned  on  receiving  when  they 
switched  brokers  in  September. 

Cherian  &  Company,  the  insur- 
ance broker  who  has  been  work- 
ing with  SAC  since  1987,  confirmed 
through  their  lawyer,  Peter  Wardle, 
that  a  lawsuit  has  been  filed  against 
SAC  for  cancelling  a  contract  with 
the  company  that  ran  until  2009. 

SAC  President  Ashley  Morton  is 
taking  news  of  the  suit  in  stride. 
"We  never  knew  what  the  claim 
might  be.  It  could  have  been  $17  mil- 
lion, there's  no  restriction  to  what 
[Cherian]  can  claim,"  he  noted,  add- 
ing "We  believe  we  had  the  right  to 
do  what  we  did." 


In  a  September  interview  with 
the  Varsity,  SAC  Vice-President  Op- 
erations Alexandra  Artful-Dodger 
claimed  that  SAC's  new  contract 
with  StudentCare  Networks  would 
save  them  $1  million  this  year 
alone,  though  this  could  be  offset 
be  the  lawsuit.  Morton  hopes  that 
the  suit  can  be  settled  for  less  than 
that.  "We  saved  over  $1  million  in 
the  transition.  If  the  settlement  is 
less  than  that,  we're  in  the  good," 
he  said. 

Morton  also  disputed  the  notion 
that  the  suit  caught  SAC  unpre- 
pared. "We're  not  stupid.  We  knew 
there  would  be  a  claim." 

A  second  lawsuit  against  SAC 
Vice-President  Operations  Alex- 
andra Artful-Dodger  for  libel  and 
slander  could  also  be  filed,  though 
Wardle  would  not  confirm  this.  The 
potential  suit  arises  from  state- 
ments Artful-Dodger  gave  to  the 
Western  Gazette,  a  campus  newspa- 


per at  the  University  of  Western  On- 
tario. The  article,  which  appeared 
in  the  Sept.  16  issue  of  the  paper, 
contained  statements  from  Artful- 
Dodger  and  Canadian  Federation 
of  Students  Ontario  Chair  Joel 
Duff  alleging  wrongdoings  on  the 
part  of  Cherian  &  Company.  The 
Gazette  has  since  printed  a  retrac- 
tion of  the  article,  as  requested  by 
Cherian  &  Company.  Artful-Dodger 
has  also  been  asked  to  retract  the 
statements  she  made  in  the  Gazette, 
but  according  to  Morton,  SAC  is  still 
deciding  on  whether  or  not  a  retrac- 
tion will  be  made. 

In  the  meantime,  the  SAC  board 
of  directors  have  taken  steps  to  en- 
sure future  media  gaffes  by  appoint- 
ing Morton  the  only  SAC  member 
authorized  to  speak  on  the  matter, 
in  effect  censoring  the  usually  me- 
dia-friendly Artful-Dodger. 

"The  less  we  say  to  the  media,  the 
better,"  noted  Morton. 


Let  them  eat  cake 


The  dust  hasn't  even  settled  and  many  parts  of  the  building  are  still  unfinished,  but  New 
College's  newest  residence  building — tentatively  referred  to  as  New  College  III — opened  to 
students  on  the  very  first  day  of  September  at  the  intersection  of  Spadina  and  Wilcocks. 
Nearly  two  months  later,  its  official  opening  was  celebrated  in  the  new  exhibition  room. 
The  building  is  part  of  a  $700  million  expansion  across  all  three  campuses  of  the  university,  and 
one  of  four  new  residences  opened  this  year  to  accommodate  the  growing  number  students  and 
the  double  cohort.  New  College  111  currently  houses  277  undergraduates  from  various  disciplines. 
Speakers  included  New  College  Principal  David  Clandfield  and  U  of  T  President  Robert 
Birgeneau.-NOAMAN  ALL 


"Because  Practice  Without  Approach  is  Hazardous." 

For  a  legal  problem  you  want  a  lawyer. 
For  an  LSAT  book  you  want  the  finest  author. 
For  an  LSAT  PREP  Course  you  want  the  finest  teacher. 
Only  prep.com  offers  all  three! 

This  spring  and  summer  John  Richardson,  BA.,  LIB,  J.D.  author  of 
Mastering  the  LSAT  and  Law  School  Bound  will  for  the  23'" 
consecutive  year  PERSONALLY  teach  his  LI'VE  program  on  the  U  of  T 
campus.  The  Mastering  The  LSAT  program  begins  May  8  and  May  15. 
Weekend  Prep  for  Dec  and  Feb  starts  Nov.  8, 15,  21,  Jan.  17,  23. 


To  suscribe  to  the  Law  School  Bound 
email  newsletter,  email:  lawnews@prep.com 


HOT  YOGA 

Bikram  Yoga  Method 


4^ 


720  Spadina  Ave. 
Suite  306 

J,  416-961-9530 

Classes  Daily 

www.hotyoga.ca 


$On  INTRODUCTORY 
ZLXM  WEEK  SPECIAL 


Hart  House  University  of  Toronto 


7  Hart  House  Circle,  Toronto  M5S  3H3,  Ontario 
Phone:4 1 6.978.2452  www.harthouse.utoronto.Cf, 


^  GMAT  -  MCAT  -  GRE 

(416)  410-PREP  ■  learn@prep.com-www.prep.com 
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News 


The  honeymoon's  over:  SAC  and 
Scarborough  student  union  set  to  spUt 


by  SARAH  BARMAK 

VARSITY  STAff 


In  the  first  public  agreement  after 
months  of  negotiations,  members 
of  the  Students'  Administrative 
Council  and  the  Scarborough 
Campus  Students'  Union  held  the 
first  of  a  series  of  forums  inform- 
ing Scarborough  students  about 
the  impending  decision  of  whether 
SAC  will  hand  over  the  job  of  repre- 
senting them  to  SCSU. 

Last  Thursday  in  UTSC's  Meeting 
Place,  SCSU  President  Dan  Bandur- 
ka,  SAC  President  Ashley  Morton, 
SAC  VP  University  Affairs  Howard 
Tam,  and  other  members  met  for 
half  an  hour  in  which  they  shook 
hands  and  signed  an  agreement 
detailing  a  partnership  between 
the  two  organizations. 

SAC  indicated  that  it  was  in 
agreement  with  a  direction  of 
change  that  will,  if  students  agree 
with  it,  see  SAC  pull  out  of  virtually 
every  area  of  representation  and 
services  for  students  at  UTSC.  Sev- 
eral more  forums  will  take  place 
until  a  referendum  is  held  in  late 
November. 

The  only  capacity  in  which  SAC 
might  remain  involved  is  in  provid- 
ing health  and  dental  coverage.  "It 
would  be  more  effective  to  let  SAC 
take  care  of  the  plans  for  all  of  U  of 
T  in  bulk,  rather  than  us  sending  it 


out  separately.  It  would  make  more 
sense  logistically,"  said  SAC  staff 
member  and  UTSC  student  Scott 
Tremblay. 

The  event  gave  the  first  bit  of 
official  sheen  to  a  process  that 
has  been  going  on  for  months  with 
little  public  fanfare. 

Scarborough's  inadequate  repre- 
sentation at  U  of  T  has  long  been  a 
problem  plaguing  UTSC's  student 
government.  Last  spring,  SCSU 
held  a  "One  UTSC"  plebiscite  in 
which  students  were  polled  on 
whether  they  were  in  favour  of  be- 
ing represented  by  a  single  body 
instead  of  two  different  groups, 
SCSU  and  SAC. 

Sixty-five  per  cent  of  students 
voted  yes,  but  the  voter  turnout 
was  low — only  7  per  cent.  Practi- 
cally no  representation  was  given 
leading  up  to  the  plebiscite  to  argu- 
ments for  the  opposing  side.  Fur- 
thermore, many  members  of  SAC 
were  personally  offended  by  what 
they  saw  as  an  aggressive  action 
by  SCSU.  Bandurka  felt  that  it  ac- 
complished their  goals,  however. 

"The  reason  that  sort  of  a  drastic 
action  was  necessary  is  because 
UTSC  students  were  being  pushed 
aside  by  SAC,"  he  said.  Under  the 
current  system,  "we  have  to  con- 
vince a  SAC  board  made  up  of  a  ma- 
jority of  St.  George  students  that 
an  issue  we  have  is  important." 


Over  the  past  summer,  Bandurka 
was  able  to  convince  many  SAC 
executives  that  one  organization 
could  represent  UTSC  students 
better  than  two.  Members  of  both 
groups  formed  the  Scarborough 
Student  Representatives'  Working 
Group  in  order  to  discuss  change 
and  hold  public  forums  on  the  is- 
sue. "We  never  would  have  imple- 
mented that  partnership  without 
the  exposure  of  the  plebiscite," 
said  Bandurka. 

"This  should  affect  everyone  at  U 
of  T  at  some  point.  We're  suggest- 
ing that  there  be  a  campus-based 
model  of  representation  which 
moves  away  from  representing  stu- 
dents by  category  [i.e.  part-time, 
full-time,  etc.].  This  is  the  first 
step  in  assessing  how  students  in 
a  tri-campus  university  are  most 
effectively  represented." 

But  concerns  about  whether  get- 
ting rid  of  SAC  is  really  the  answer 
to  Scarborough's  problems  of  rep- 
resentation aren't  very  prevalent. 
If  students  vote  yes  in  November, 
which  representatives  of  both 
groups  are  confident  about,  the 
changes  will  be  implemented  in 
May's  SCSU  general  meeting.  They 
will  coincide  with  massive  trans- 
formations already  taking  place 
around  SCSU,  including  sweeping 
bylaw  reforms  and  the  creation  of 
the  new  Student  Centre  building. 


C7?f  'J/5Z/.VG»  Continued  from  page  I 

per  cent  funding  cut  along  with  most 
other  departments. 

In  any  case,  the  extra  $9  million 
"would  just  help  prevent  further 
deterioration,"  said  Safwat  Zaky, 
vice-provost  of  Planning  and  Budget, 
but  would  not  be  enough  to  start  de- 
creasing the  backlog. 

Whether  the  university  will  be  able 
to  go  further,  and  start  eating  into 
the  backlog  depends  on  how  much 
extra  money  the  new  provincial 


government  will  put  up,  according 
to  Zaky. 

"The  whole  backlog  that  needs 
to  be  done  is  an  enormous  amount 
of  money,"  said  Zaky.  "At  this  point, 
it's  totally  speculative  to  say  we'll  be 
able  to  do  this  or  that." 

But  ensuring  health  and  safety 
on  campus  should  be  a  university 
priority,  says  Howard  Tam,  the  vice 
president  of  university  relations  for 
the  Students'  Administrative  Council 
(SAC). 

Classrooms  "shouldn't  be  crum- 


bling" while  students  are  trying  to 
learn  in  them,  he  says.  "Deferred 
maintenance  becomes  an  issue  when 
it  affects  [students']  ability  to  study 
and  learn.  If  $9  million  doesn't  cover 
it,  we  would  definitely  want  to  ask  the 
university  to  increase  that  figure." 

Zaky  insists  that  student's  health 
and  safety  won't  be  put  at  risk, 
whether  extra  money  is  available  for 
maintenance  or  not. 

"Anything  we  become  aware  of 
that  is  a  threat  to  safety,  we  deal  with 
that,"  he  said. 


A  great  Bookstore,.,  and  so  much  more! 


SO  I?ABUli9US 

Friday  October  31st 

(Oct  29th  to  Oct  31st  at  UTSC  Bookstore  only) 

20%  ofF 

Books  •  Clothing  &  Gifts  •  Stationery* 
Plus  More  •  At  all  U  of  T  Bookstores 

(see  our  website  for  store  locations) 

comi  IN  cos^juswe  m^imjj^im  day 

&  RECEIVE  AN  EXIJRA  5^  DiSCOUN® 

Discount  applies  to  regulorly  priced  and  in-stock  merchandise  only.  Exceptions  include:  textbooks,  medical  books,  computer  tiardwore  and 
software,  rings,  leather  jackets,  confectionery,  magazines,  postage,  web  orders  and  special  orders.  Other  exceptions  may  apply. 


University  of  Toronto  Booicstore 

214  College  St.,  Toronto  .UofT. 
(41 6)  978-7907  for  more  information  fiDOK 

www.uoftbooicstore.com  SlOFB 
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36  PRINCE  Arthur  Ave.  416-921-4600 
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Rotman  rates  high  in 
international  business  surveys 


by  LESLEY  TRITES 

VARSITY  STAFF 


In  BusinessWeek-  Magazine's  recent 
survey  of  executive  education,  U  of 
T's  Rotman  School  of  Management 
placed  18"'  in  the  world  for  their 
custom  programs. 

The  survey  is  based  entirely  on 
the  opinions  of  the  people  who  use 
their  programs.  Jim  Fisher,  Associ- 
ate Dean  for  executive  programs, 
says  that  they  were  "pleased  and 
surprised"  by  the  results  of  the 
survey,  because  "of  all  the  surveys 
that  get  done,  this  was  a  pretty  pure 
piece  of  research.  We  were  pleased 
that  the  people  who  do  our  pro- 
grams thought  so  highly  of  us." 


The  Rotman  School  stood  out 
because  of  their  Custom  Corporate 
Education  program,  which  pro- 
vides custom  training  to  a  range  of 
corporate  clients  such  as  Manulife 
Financial,  Ontario  Power  Genera- 
tion, Rogers  Cable,  and  University 
Health  Network.  Rotman  also  has 
an  open-enrolment  program  that 
did  not  appear  in  the  survey. 

The  survey  "was  a  very  good 
thing  for  us  and  for  the  university," 
said  Fisher.  The  service  is  a  way  "we 
bring  in  extra  revenue  for  the  uni- 
versity" and  a  way  of  making  "fac- 
ulty relevant  and  useful  to  people  in 
the  community." 

The  program  is  extra  work  for 
faculty  members  who  decide  to  get 


involved,  as  they  still  have  to  fulfill 
regular  teaching  duties. 

The  survey  also  indicates  "that 
our  customers  think  we're  doing 
a  good  job,"  said  Fisher,  and  that 
"their  organizations  work  better 
because  of  the  time  they  spent  with 
us.  It's  like  getting  that  rare  A... or 
even  A+."  It  is  quite  the  achievement 
because,  as  Fisher  said,  the  "people 
ahead  of  us  are  pretty  impressive 
[and]  are  not  an  easy  group  to  be 
compared  to."  Duke  and  Harvard 
took  the  top  two  spots,  and  Rot- 
man was  the  only  Canadian  school 
to  place  in  the  Top  20  custom  pro- 
grams. 

Fisher  says  that  executive  educa- 
tion is  something  the  Rotman  School 


GAVIN  BRAUER 

Second-year  students  Curtis  Van  Walleghem  (Jeff)  and  Dave  Woods 
at  Rotman.  U  of  T's  business  school  has  been  steadily  climbing  the 
ranks  of  several  prestigious  business  surveys. 


has  always  done,  but  in  the  past  five 
years  they  have  consciously  worked 
harder  on  these  programs  and  have 
become  better  at  it.  This  is  the  first 
time  the  Rotman  School  has  partici- 
pated in  the  survey.  "Until  this  last 
round,"  Fisher  explains,  "we  were 
never  big  enough  to  get  rated." 


Rotman's  Executive  MBA  program 
also  ranked  third  in  the  world  in  the 
teaching  of  strategy. 

Rotman's  also  ranked  well  in  a 
recent  Financial  Times  survey,  plac- 
ing 32"''  among  executive  MBA  pro- 
grams in  the  world,  and  2V  in  full- 
time  international  MBA  programs. 


Chiropractic... 


The  Choice  For  Me 


Melissa  Banyai  is  a  Third-year  student  from  Windsor,  Ontario 
Canada.  She  graduated  from  the  University  of  Windsor  with  a 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  Human  Kinetics  achieving 
honours  status  each  of  her  four  years. 

Melissa  explored  several  schools  before  choosing  Logan. 
She  chose  Logan  because  of  the  hands  on  approach,  diversity 
of  the  program  and  the  knowledge  of  the  staff.  "The 
Admissions  staff  is  extremely  knowledgeable  about  Canadian 
issues,  the  program  is  excellent  and  the  campus  is  beautiful. 
What  more  could  you  ask  for?" 

After  graduation,  Melissa  plans  to  open  a  multidisciplinary 
practice  offering  traditional  chiropractic  care,  rehabilitation 
and  acupuncture.  "The  chiropractic  field  has  many  options 
and  specialties  that  interest  me,  the  possibilities  for  helping 
patients  through  chiropractic  care  are  endless!" 

Logan  College  offers  students  an  incredible  learning 
environment  blending  a  rigorous  chiropractic  program 
with  diverse  and  active  student  population.  If  you  are 
looking  for  a  healthcare  career  that  offers  tremendous 
personal  satisfaction,  professional  success  and  income 
commensurate  with  your  position  as  a  Doctor  of 
Chiropractic,  contact  Logan  College  of  Chiropractic 
today  and  explore  your  future.  e 


■i  I  1-800-533-9210 

Coiiege*of*Chiropractic  loganadm@logan.edu 

1851  Schoettler  Rd,  Chesterfield  (St.  Louis  area),  MO  63017 


Melissa  Banyai 
Windsor,  Ontario 
Third-Year  Student 


THURS.  OCT.  3D 
MEN'S 
VOLLEYBALL 

vs.  Laurier  -  7  p.m. 

Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 

FRl.  OCT.  31 
MEN'S  HOCKEY 

vs.  Brock  -  7:30  p.m. 

Varsity  Arena 

SAT.  NOV.  1 
MEN'S  HOCKEY 

vs.  York  -  7:30  p.m. 
Varsity  Arena 


SAT  NOV.  1 
VOLLEYBALL 
DOUBLEHEADER 

Women  vs.  Ryerson  -  4  p.m. 
Men  vs.  Ryerson  -  6  p.m. 

Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 

SUN.  NOV  2 
SWIMMING 

vs.  Western  -  4:30  p.m. 

Athletic  Centre  -  50  m  pool 


Check  our  www.varsityblues.ca  for  more  information. 
U  ofT  students  free  with  valid  Student  Card. 
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change  your 

Vancouver  $298 

New  York  $188 

London  $439 

Tokyo......  $925 

Fare  is  round  trip  from  Toronto.  Subject  to  change  and  availabilitv 
Tax  not  included.  Restrictions  and  blackouts  apply. 


200  Bloon  St  (416)  925.5800 
258B  College  Sdneet  (416)  593.724Q 


BC  reg  26664 


excicing  things  are  happening  @ 

www.stacravel.ca 
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WE'VE  BEEN  THERE. 
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DYLAN  THOMAS 
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a FROM  THE 
POETRY  &  PROSE 
OF  DYLAN  THOMAS 


Experience  the 
electrifying  presence 
of  Dylan  Thomas'  last 
lecture  tour,  en  route  to 
the  White  Horse  Tavern 


BOB  Kl 


AS  DYL^N  THOMAS 


ORIGINALLY  DIRECTED  BY 
SIR  ANTHONY  HOPKINS 


f 

I     Jane  Mallett  Theatre  st  ljwvrence  centre  for  the  arts 

I       THURSDAY.  30tli  OCTOBER  8.00pm  tickets  $30  (INCL.CIF/GST) 
I  AVAILABLE  FROM  THE  BOX  OFFICE  (416)  366  7723  OR  VISIT  WWW.StlC.COm 

I    "Regarded  as  one  of  the  best  solo  shows  of  all  time"- 


SPECIAL  STUDENT  PRICE:  $20! 
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Muslim  scholars  have 
showdown  at  Munk  Centre 


hyNUZHATKHURSHID 


A  group  of  Muslim  panelists 
grappled  with  tough  post-9/ 
11  issues  during  a  live  tap- 
ing of  Global's  "Citizenship 
in  a  Changing  World"  series 
Wednesday  evening  at  the 
Munk  Centre.  Featuring  per- 
sonalities such  as  controver- 
sial writer  and  U  of  T  alumnus 
Irshad  Manji  and  Tarek  Fateh  of 
the  Muslim  Canadian  Congress, 
the  often-heated  discussion 
represented  the  sweeping  di- 
versity of  Islamic  thought. 

"As  a  Muslim  I  wouldn't  like 
to  live  anywhere  other  than 
Canada,"  stated  Fateh,  "but  that 
doesn't  mean  there  aren't  is- 
sues to  address."  He  mentioned 
the  recent  detainment  of  19 
Pakistani  students  in  Canada 
as  part  of  an  immigration  probe 
"hell  bent  on  keeping  them  in 
prison  and  charging  them." 

Mohamed  Elmasry,  found- 
ing president  and  chair  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Ca- 
nadian Islamic  Congress,  sec- 
onded Fateh:  "What  you  don't 
see  in  the  front  pages  is  [what 
happens]  when  CSIS  or  the 
RCMP  knocks  at  your  door."  He 
mentioned  the  barrage  of  hate 
mail  and  calls  he  has  received 
in  his  line  of  work. 

Zafar  Bangash,  Director  of 
the  Institute  of  Contemporary 
Islamic  Thought,  took  it  a  step 
further:  "In  the  pre-9/11  pe- 
riod, Muslims  faced  discrimina- 
tion— but  it  wasn't  government 
sanctioned...  [George  W.]  Bush 
says  Islam  is  a  peaceful  religion, 
but  he  has  never  said  Muslims 
are  [a]  peaceful  people." 

"I  think  that  it  would  be  fair 
to  say  that  it  hasn't  all  been 


unfair,"  rebutted  Manji,  liv- 
ing up  to  her  self-proclaimed 
'Muslim-refusenik'  label.  Manji 
is  the  author  of  the  polemical 
semi-autobiography.  The  Trou- 
ble with  Islam:  A  Wake-up  Call 
for  Honesty  and  Change.  She 
criticized  Muslims'  selective 
cataloguing  of  the  few  negative 
experiences  while  completely 
ignoring  the  many  "eruptions 
of  decency"  they  have  been 
shown. 

Manji's  comment  provoked 
an  onslaught  of  criticism  from 
other  panelists. 

"1  think  the  overall  experi- 
ence has  been  negative  instead 
of  positive,"  retaliated  Ban- 
gash.  He  added  that  decency 
should  be  expected  by  Muslims 
as  part  of  the  Canadian  mosaic, 
and  not  heralded. 

Terrorism  is  a  significant 
threat,  Manji  continued,  and 
the  government  is  justified 
in  its  protective  measures.  "1 
don't  see  any  reason  Muslims 
should  be  excluded  [from  these 
measures]...  In  what  other  reli- 
gion are  there  terrorists  [to 
such  a  degree]?" 

Bangash  was  quick  to  object, 
"The  biggest  terrorist  state  in 
the  world  today  is  the  U.S.  If 
you're  saying  that  Muslims  are 
a  threat,  I  don't  think  so."  He 
cited  the  many  cases  of  Mus- 
lims arrested  on  suspicion  of 
terrorism-links  but  only  guilty 
of  lesser  charges  such  as  illegal 
entry. 

Manji  proceeded  to  grill  El- 
masry about  the  legitimacy 
of  the  Saudi  regime  and  the 
rights  of  women.  "While  Islam 
can  be  used  as  a  sword,  it  can 
also  be  used  as  a  shield  [from 
self-scrutiny],"  she  said.  She 


criticized  "Islamo-fetishes,"  in 
which  traditionalists  elevate 
the  religion  as  off-limits  to 
human  debate,  insisting  that, 
"You'll  be  showing  a  lot  of  faith 
by  asking  these  questions." 

Dr.  Sheema  Khan,  head  of 
the  Canadian  branch  of  the 
Council  on  American-Islamic 
Relations  (CAIR-CAN),  brought 
the  crossfire  to  a  halt,  "Our 
concern  is  only  that  [authori- 
ties] are  above  the  rule  of  law. 
This  is  what  scares  our  commu- 
nity; there  doesn't  seem  to  be 
accountability." 

"By  and  large,  Canada  has 
done  an  excellent  job,"  praised 
Fateh,  "there  has  been  a  deep 
awakening  within  the  politi- 
cal structure  of  this  country... 
and  it  has  had  a  positive  effect 
on  Muslims  [in  that  they  now] 
stand  up  for  others  who  are  op- 
pressed." 

All  panelists  hesitated  using 
labels  such  as  'moderate'  and 
'extremist'  to  describe  Mus- 
lims. "In  the  Qur'an,  it  says  the 
Muslim  community  follows  the 
middle  path,"  stressed  Khan, 
admitting,  "we  have  failed  at 
times  to  take  the  middle  path." 

The  studio  audience,  com- 
prised mostly  of  first  year 
Political  Science  students, 
remained  rapt  throughout  the 
debate.  "1  thought  it  was  a  good 
platform  because  nobody  shied 
away  from  the  controversial  is- 
sues," said  Siham  Rayale. 

"They  talked  a  lot  about  what 
should  and  shouldn't  be  done... 
but  no  resolution,"  commented 
Tahir  Khan,  "what  have  they 
done  to  resolve  the  situation  in- 
stead of  badmouthing  others? 
...They  have  to  realize  we're  all 
in  this  together." 


PASSPORT  LEADERSHIP  TRAINING  SERIES 

@  THE  FACULTY  OF  PHYSICAL  EDUCATDN  AND  HEALTK 

The  following  FREE  workshops  are  available  to  students: 

LEADERSHIP:  The  Emerning  Leader 
Monday,  November  3,  im  4:10  -  6p.m.. 
Benson  Lounge,  Athletic  Centre 

RISK  MANAGEMENT  HEALTH  AND  SAFETY:  ignorance  is  Never  Bliss 
Knowledqe  is!  Protect  Yourself  and  Others! 
Monday  November  10, 2003, 4:10  -  Bp.m., 
Benson  Lounge,  Athletic  Centre 

TEAM  AND  COMIVIUNITY  BUILDING:  How  to  Become 
a  Valuable  Teammate  and  Make  a  Difference! 
Monday,  November  17. 2003. 4:10  -  6p.m., 
Benson  Lounge,  Athletic  Centre 

STRESS  MANAGEMENT:  Self  Care  for  Student  Leaders 
Monday,  December  1, 2003, 4:10  -  6p.m., 
Benson  Lounge,  Athletic  centre 

To  register,  please  visit 
www.utoronto.ca/physical/ieaders.html 
or  call  416-946-5127 
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Making  a  positive  space  in  sports 


The  issue  of  sexual  diversity  on 
campus  has  seen  much  fruit- 
ful discussion  at  U  of  T  lately. 
President  Robert  Birgeneau  even 
wrote  a  piece  for  the  October 
20th  Bulletin  on  the  subject. 

Recently,  the  Faculty  of  Physi- 
cal Education  and  Health  (FPEH) 
released  a  report  by  its  task 
force  on  equity.  The  report  ad- 
dresses equity  in  regards  to 
sexual  diversity,  and  it  doesn't 
paint  the  most  equitable  picture 
of  the  athletic  community  on 
campus. 

Sport  is  notorious  for  be- 
ing heterosexist — privileging 
heterosexuality  and  devaluing 
anyone  that  does  not  identify 
him  or  herself  as  heterosexual. 
As  a  result,  many  lesbian,  gay, 
bisexual,  transgendered,  and 
queer  (LGBTQ)  individuals  are 
confronted  with  damaging  lan- 
guage and  traumatizing  experi- 
ences in  sport. 

In  working  toward  equity,  we 
must  overcome  a  long-standing 
culture  of  ridicule  and  silence 
designed  to  reinforce  certain 
ideals  of  masculinity  and  femi- 
ninity. For  men,  the  tougher 
you  are  on  the  playing  field,  the 
manlier  you  become.  Any  behav- 
ior that  seems  less  than  manly 
becomes  a  point  of  contention. 


-  EDITORIAL  < 

For  women,  it  works  the  same 
way — the  tougher  you  are  on  the 
field,  the  manlier  you  become; 
and  women  in  sport  may  be  per- 
ceived as  less  feminine. 

The  FPEH  report  acknowledg- 
es that  heterosexism  in  sport  is 
a  barrier  to  equity  at  U  of  T,  but 
it  also  proposes  solutions.  The 
most  important  of  these  is  edu- 
cation. In  particular,  administra- 
tors, faculty,  and  coaches  in  the 
FPEH  are  urged  to  speak  freely, 
openly,  and  in  a  non-discrimina- 
tory manner  with  regards  to  sex- 
ual orientation.  The  idea  is  that 
with  education  will  come  reform. 
Let's  hope  they're  right. 

But  homophobia  and  hetero- 
sexism on  campus  do  not  stop 
when  the  game-ending  whistle 
blows.  Athletics  is  simply  an 
overt  display  of  how  we  organize 
ourselves  socially. 

We  are  categorized  by  our  body 
shape  and  biology.  The  Faculty 
of  Phys  Ed,  with  an  entrenched 
male/female  split,  is  taking 
strides  to  make  its  programs  and 
spaces  more  equitable  for  every- 
one. The  rest  of  the  university 
should  follow  its  lead. 

The  establishment  of  the  Office 


of  LGBTQ  Resources  &  Programs 
four  years  ago,  as  well  as  the 
undergraduate  minor  program 
in  sexual  diversity  studies  are 
both  steps  in  the  right  direction. 
But  the  fact  that  the  FPEH  is  only 
now  releasing  its  first  report  on 
sexual  diversity  discrimination 
indicates  that  the  university 
still  has  a  long  way  to  go.  Sexual 
minorities  have  suffered  a  long 
history  of  discrimination  at  U  of 
T  and  elsewhere.  It  is  unaccept- 
able that  they  should  still  have  to 
struggle  for  equity  at  this  school, 
one  that  prides  itself  on  diversi- 
ty, equity,  and  excellence. 

Racist  or  sexist  practices  and 
language  would  never  stand 
anywhere  at  U  of  T.  Heterosexist 
and  homophobic  practices  and 
language  should  not  either.  The 
FPEH  is  only  beginning  to  skim 
the  surface  of  this  issue,  one 
that  is  marked  by  fear  of  stig- 
matization  and  a  deep  culture 
of  silence.  They  should  be  com- 
mended, and  emulated. 

We  pride  ourselves  on  our 
diversity  and  our  equity.  But 
the  only  way  U  of  T  can  become 
discrimination-free  and  truly  eq- 
uitable, is  if  every  person  on  this 
campus  consciously  embraces 
the  individual's  freedom  to  be 
sexually  diverse. 


Hunger  and  isolation: 

Man  held  without  charge  protests  with  hunger  strike 
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Wrong  riding 

Re:  The  man  who  could 
have  been  Premier,  Oct.  23 

Gerard  Kennedy  is  not  from 
Rosedale-High  Park,  but  rather  my 
riding,  Parkdale-High  Park.  There's 
a  big  difference  between  Parkdale 
and  Rosedale.  While  Rosedale 
likely  has  more  character,  Parkdale 
definitely  has  more  characters! 

Paul  Krzyzanowski 

Thanks  from 
local  506 

Re:  Toxic  shock,  Oct.  9, 
Safety  board,  Oct  20 

1  want  to  thank  you  for  writing 
these  two  articles  about  Impact 
Services  in  your  paper.  1  am  a  mem- 
ber of  the  labourer's  union  local 
506.  For  us  it's  not  just  a  union  and 
non-union  issue  it's  about  health 
and  safety  and  exploitation  of 
people.  Thank  you  guys  very  much 
for  helping  us  get  our  message 
across  to  you  the  students  as  well 
as  the  faculty. 

Joe  Viegas 


Fuck  football 

Re:  Former  prez  fumbled 
football  funding,  Oct  20 

This  is  in  response  to  the  letter 
about  varsity  football  not  being 
provided  with  enough  financial 
support.  As  a  fairly  typical  science 
student  at  U  of  T,  I  can  say  with  sin- 
cere confidence  that  1  do  not  know 
anyone  who  has  ever  watched  a 
CFL  game,  let  alone  shown  any 
microscopic  interest  in  varsity 
football.  Even  if  the  varsity  team 
were  any  good,  1  don't  think  there 
would  be  much  interest  because  U 
of  T  is  a  research  university  with  a 
definite  focus  on  academics. 

I'm  sure  to  Mr.  Hipsz  the  football 
team  is  the  most  important  thing 
in  the  world,  but  the  fact  is  that 
a  referendum  was  held  last  year 
that  asked  students  if  they  would 
be  willing  to  pay  a  tuition  levy  in 
order  to  finance  a  new,  state  of 
the  art  athletic  facility.  As  far  as 
I  know  the  majority  of  students 
voted  against  it  and  the  levy  was 
struck  down.  The  administration  is 
currently  trying  to  put  together  a 
scaled-down  version  of  their  origi- 
nal plan.  This  is  the  reality  at  U  of 
T  as  I  see  it,  and  my  artsy  friends 
would  agree. 

Gil  Hagi 
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by  SIDRAH  AHMAD 


As  you  may  know,  this  week  marks 
the  beginning  of  Ramadan,  the 
holy  month  fasting  for  Muslims. 
The  Muslim  faithful  of  the  world 
will  be  forgoing  food  and  drink 
during  the  daylight  hours  for  an 
entire  month.  There's  one  Muslim 
in  Toronto  who  has  had  plenty 
of  practice  in  fasting;  Ramadan 
should  be  a  breeze  for  him.  As  of 
the  writing  of  this  article,  he  has 
not  eaten  a  single  bite  of  food  for 
the  past  26  days.  And  Ramadan 
hasn't  even  started  yet. 

Hassan  Almrei  is  a  29-year  old 
refugee  from  Syria  who  has  been 
held  in  solitary  confinement  in  the 
Metro  West  Detention  Centre  since 
October  19,  200L  He  was  arrested 
in  a  blanket  crackdown  by  CSIS  on 
Muslim  and  Arab  people  after  Sep- 
tember 11,  2001. 

Almrei's  situation  is  unfathom- 
able to  those  of  us  who  walk  freely 
in  the  streets:  two  years  alone  in 


a  cell  for  23  hours  of  the  day.  One 
would  hope  that  there  would  be  a 
reason  for  his  confinement;  there 
must  have  been  a  tremendous 
crime  committed  for  such  a  severe 
punishment  to  ensue. 

So  what  are  Almrei's  charges? 
The  plain  fact  is  that  no  charges 
have  been  laid. 

Almrei  and  his 
lawyer  are  not 
allowed  to  see  any 
evidence  to  support 
his  detention  

Well  then  how  can  he  possibly 
be  held  in  solitary  confinement? 
He  is  being  detained  simply  on  the 
basis  of  the  new  CSIS  secret  trial 
security  certificate. 

But  what  evidence  has  been  pre- 
sented against  him?  Almrei  and  his 
lawyer  are  not  allowed  to  see  any 
evidence  to  support  his  detention. 


Moreover,  Almrei  is  facing  the 
threat  of  deportation  to  Syria;  Am- 
nesty International  has  concluded 
Almrei's  life  is  at  risk  if  deported 
from  Canada. 

So  we  can  understand  why  Alm- 
rei has  lost  his  appetite.  But  it  gets 
more  nauseating: 

Criticism  has  erupted  as  it  has 
been  found  that  Almeri  has  not 
been  provided  with  proper  heating 
in  his  cell — a  basic  requirement 
for  prisoners,  spelled  out  in  the  In- 
ternational Prisoner's  Declaration, 
which  Canada  has  signed.  He  has 
no  shoes,  nor  a  jacket  provided  for 
him.  Hence,  Metro  West  Detention 
Centre  is  now  being  called  "Guan- 
tanamo  North."  Human  rights  vio- 
lations to  call  our  own. 

Although  Almrei  was  impris- 
oned over  two  years  ago,  the 
stocking  up  of  immigrant  and 
Muslim  men  in  Canadian  prisons 
is  still  in  vogue.  In  August  2003, 
20  Pakistani  immigrant  men  of 
Muslim  heritage  were  arrested  on 


suspicion  of  being  somehow,  pos- 
sibly, maybe,  likely,  perhaps,  sorta 
kinda  distantly  linked  to  terrorists. 
They  were  placed  in  Maplehurst,  a 
maximum  security  prison,  on  im- 
migration charges.  Many  of  them 
still  remain  imprisoned;  several 
face  deportation. 

Canada  has  a  bleak  history 
when  it  comes  to  racial  scapegoat- 
ing  and  wrongful  treatment  of 
individuals  from  minority  groups 
associated  with  a  perceived  foe. 
Lest  we  forget  that  in  1942,  during 
the  frenzy  of  World  War  II,  22,000 
Japanese  Canadians  were  up- 
rooted from  their  homes  and  scat- 
tered to  internment  camps  around 
our  country,  simply  because  they 
looked  like  the  enemy  of  the  day. 

Shamefully,  the  Canadian  public 
was  resoundingly  silent  as  their 
Japanese  neighbours  disappeared. 
Will  we  again  be  silent  today,  as 
our  Muslim,  Arab  and  Pakistani 
neighbours  are  whisked  away  and 
imprisoned? 


"First  they  came  for  the 
Muslims,  and  I  didn't  speak  up 
because  I  wasn't  a  Muslim. 

Then  they  came  to  detain 
immigrants  indefinitely  solely 
with  Security  Certificates,  and 
I  didn't  speak  up  because  I 
wasn't  an  immigrant... 

Then  they  came  for  me...  and 
by  that  time  no  one  was  left  to 
speak  up." 

— Stephen  Rohde 


On  Tuesday  October  28th, 
7  pm  at  University  College, 
room  161,  Project  Threadbare 
UofT  is  hosting  a  forum  on 
racism,  immigration,  and 
detention.  Speakers  include 
Mohammed  Tahir,  a  released 
Pakistani  detainees,  and  To- 
ronto lawyer  Amina  Sherazee. 
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U  of  T  graduate  offers  words  of  wisdom 

A  response  to  Survey  spikes  U  of  T,  Oct.  20 


by  THOM  RINGER  

As  a  recent  graduate  of  U  of  T  (June 
2003),  there  are  a  lot  of  things  I  could 
say  here  about  my  "alma  mater"  (i.e., 
what's  with  the  prison-style  automatic 
hand  dryers  in  all  the  w/c's?).  Instead, 
I'll  keep  focused  on  solutions.  1  think 
that  the  problem  of  student  disengage- 
ment is  one  that  requires  action  on  the 
part  of  both  students  and  admin. 

To  the  students: 

Commit  yourselves  to  making  this 
place  yours,  and  making  it  work  for  you 
and  others  like  you. 

First,  let  me  say  that,  to  bright, 
self-motivated  students,  even  those 
without  a  clear  vision  of  their  aca- 
demic destiny,  U  of  T  presents  almost 
limitless  opportunities.  If  you  have  the 
discipline  and  the  inclination  to  read 
broadly,  take  your  courses  seriously, 
engage  in  and  provoke  discussion  in 
class,  and  get  involved  in  the  panoply 
of  extracurricular  activities  on  offer, 
you  will  have  received  an  education 
at  par  with  the  more  expensive  and 
exclusive  ones  available  at  places  like 
Harvard,  Columbia  and  Yale. 

As  a  grad  student  here  at  Oxford, 
I'm  surrounded  by  students  from  the 
Ivies,  the  Seven  Sisters,  and  great  state 
schools  like  U.Mich,  and  U.C.Berkeley, 
and  I  can  tell  you  that  the  prepara- 
tion— academic  and  personal — I  got 
out  of  U  of  T  compare  very  favourably. 
Even  at  this  world-class  institution,  I 
don't  feel  the  least  bit  outclassed;  and 
when  1  consider  what  1  spent  to  attend 
U  of  T,  I  can't  help  but  think  that  I  got 
one  hell  of  a  bargain. 

That  being  said,  you  have  your  work 
cut  out  for  you  here.  No  one  is  going  to 


coddle  you,  or  push  you  into  enlighten- 
ment, or  force  you  to  make  friends.  If 
you  don't  speak  up  in  class,  make  some 
effort  to  get  involved,  spend  a  few  ex- 
tra hours  on  campus,  get  familiar  with 
the  awesome  restaurants  and  bars  just 
around  the  corner  on,  for  instance. 
College  and  on  Spadina,  do  any  ath- 
letic activities,  or  any  volunteer  work, 
then  U  of  T  will  seem  pretty  dismal  to 
you — as  would  any  other  place,  if  you 
just  sat  around,  waiting  for  life  to  hap- 
pen to  you. 

Ask  yourself:  is  your  condition  the 
fault  of  the  school,  or  is  there  perhaps 
something  you  could  be  doing  to 
make  it  different?  It's  a  big  school  in 
a  big  city,  but  you  are  also  a  big  boy 
or  girl,  and  no  longer  nestled  like  a 
foetus  in  the  insulating  warmth  of  a 
tiny  suburban  high  school.  So  if  you 
can't  find  your  "niche"  here,  don't 
expect  to  be  plugged  into  one  by  some 
friendly  administrator — carve  one  out 
for  yourself,  using  your  unique  talents, 
perspectives  and  experiences.  Make 
communities  of  your  own,  and  invite 
people  to  join  them.  Another  sugges- 
tion is  that  if  it's  within  your  means 
(even  if  it  involves  getting  a  job  or  tak- 
ing out  some  OSAP),  try  living  in  resi- 
dence for  a  year  or  two.  This  is  by  far 
the  best  way  to  bond  with  the  school, 
meet  people  and  feel  involved.  1  didn't 
take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  'til 
3rd  year,  and  it's  one  of  the  few  things  1 
regret  about  my  time  at  U  of  T 

Comparing  U  of  T  to,  say.  Bishop's  or 
Mount  A.,  is  like  comparing  the  bar  in 
"The  Last  Days  of  Disco"  to  "Cheers": 
sure,  not  everybody  knows  your 
name,  and  there's  a  lot  more  attitude 
and  metropolitan  snootiness,  but  the 
music  doesn't  suck,  people  know  how 


to  dance,  they  don't  all  look  the  same, 
and  you  don't  have  to  deal  with  the 
same  annoying  people  week  in  and 
week  out  if  you  don't  want  to.  Also,  the 
people  are  hella'  more  attractive. 

And  if,  after  the  end  of  all  of  this, 
you  still  feel  left  out,  go  hang  out  at  the 
Green  Room,  chat  up  some  of  the  fash- 

. .  .if  you  can't  find 
your  "niche"  here, 
don't  expect  to  be 
plugged  into  one 
by  some  friendly 
administrator — carve 
one  out  for  yourself, 
using  your  unique 
talents,  perspectives 
and  experiences. 

ionistas,  get  invited  to  a  Hidden  Cam- 
eras concert,  a  DJ  Felix  show,  the  drag 
show  at  El  Convento  Rico,  or  Vazaleen, 
and  mash  it  up. 

ToUofT: 

A  lot  of  your  students  are  unhappy. 
Your  students  are  your  customers. 
And  as  any  good  business  knows, 
you  can  only  coast  so  far  on  your 
reputation  before  customers  get  wise 
to  what's  really  going  on  ...  and  start 
staying  away  in  droves. 

So,  admins  and  admin-like  beings, 
wake  up  and  start  listening  to  what 
your  students  are  saying.  Focus  less 
on  physics  labs,  football  stadiums, 
and  sticking  those  lame  banners  ev- 
erywhere, and  start  providing  more 


assistance  with  financial  aid.  Make 
a  commitment  to  more  tutorials  and 
smaller  classes.  Provide  funds  to 
help  colleges  get  their  non-residents 
involved  in  college  life.  Make  residence 
more  affordable  and  accessible  to 
more  students. 

And  when  students  start  to  do  all  of 
the  entrepreneurial  stuff  1  listed  above, 
back  them  up  100  per  cent.  It  may  not 
cost  you  a  dime — it  may  be  as  simple 
as  publicly  recognizing  student  vol- 
unteers, cutting  some  of  the  red  tape 
around  club  recognition,  giving  more 
authority  to  colleges,  or  redistributing 
resources  that  you  already  have.  Hav- 
ing a  sense  of  humour,  talking  with  stu- 
dents, and  publicly  admitting  things 
could  be  better  wouldn't  hurt  either. 

With  students  working  from  below, 
and  admins  working  from  above  with 
some  kind  of  a  common  goal,  1  am 
sure  U  of  T  can  resolve  the  problem  of 
student  disengagement,  and  become 
a  destination  of  choice  not  just  for 
propeller-headed  keeners,  but  also  for 
people  looking  to  discover  themselves 
on  a  beautiful,  sylvan  campus  in  the 
middle  of  a  great  and  diverse  city. 

Maybe  someone  should  get  going 
and  convene  a  big  meeting  on  pre- 
cisely this  issue.  I'd  do  it,  but  I'm  stuck 
here  in  England,  reminiscing  about 
Canada,  20th  century  plumbing,  cheap 
dry-cleaning,  Tim  Horton's  coffee,  and 
the  Vietnamese  subs  at  Co  Yen  on 
Spadina. 

Thorn  Ringer  studied  English  and  eth- 
ics atUofT,  was  a  member  of  the  Var- 
sity Blues  cross-country  and  track  & 
field  teams,  and  received  an  Ontario 
Rhodes  Scholarship  in  2003,  when  he 
graduated  from  Trinity  College. 


^ LETTERS  < 

You're  out  of 
line! 

On  September  19,  2003,  as  I  waited 
30  minutes  to  use  a  computer 
at  the  Information  Commons,  a 
woman  ran  past  me  and  took  the 
computer  I  was  entitled  to  use. 
My  complaint  to  the  staff  supervi- 
sor, James  Lawson,  resulted  in 
his  demand  that  I  present  him  a 
witness;  otherwise  he  would  not 
consider  my  complaint.  Disdain- 
fully he  said  I  was  not  a  university 
student,  and  ordered  me  to  leave. 
He  then  called  the  metro  police.  I 
ran  to  the  library  Administrative 
Office  upstairs,  requesting  a  meet- 
ing with  the  Library  Chair.  The 
cops  followed  me  upstairs  as  if  1 
had  committed  a  "crime." 

Briefly,  1  told  one  of  the  Ad- 
ministrative Office's  staff  that  1 
wanted  to  meet  the  chair  in  the 
presence  of  the  cops.  The  staff 
member  said  let  us  go  to  the 
meeting  room.  Inside  the  meet- 
ing room  1  repeated  my  request 
for  a  meeting.  By  now  I  was  being 
treated  as  if  I  had  committed  an 
"offense."  The  exit  was  blocked 
by  one  cop.  I  sat  for  about  20 
minutes,  then  1  was  terrorized  by 
one  of  the  four  cops  present,  who 
said:  "Sir  you  have  not  committed 
anything  wrong  here;  1  am  not 
going  to  arrest  you.  I've  barred 
you  from  the  library  for  the  rest 
of  the  day.  Leave  now.  1  can  arrest 
anyone,  anywhere,  leave  now." 
Fearful  of  further  police  brutality  1 
left  at  once. 

Amadeo  Flores 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparafion  Seminars 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


■  Complete  25-Hour  Seminar  Packages 

■  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

■  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

■  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

■  Free  Repeat  Policy 

■  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

■  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

(416)924-3240 
f. 800-269-67 19 


ESL  Teacher  Training  Courses 

■  Intensive  50-hour  TESL  courses 

■  Classroom  management  techniques 

■  Detailed  lesson  planning 

■  Skills  development:  grammar,  pronun- 
ciation, speaking,  reading  and  writing 

■  Comprehensive  teaching  materials 

■  Teaching  practicuni  included 

■  Listings  of  schools,  agencies,  and 
recruiters  from  around  the  world 

For  Mor«  Info  Contact  Oxford  Seminars: 
416-924-3240/  1-800-269-6719 


www.oxforcls«miiMirs.com  ■  www.oxfordscminars.com 


Centre 

ft>' Addiction  and 
Mental  Health 

Centre  de 

toxicomanle  et 
de  sante  mentale 


Healthy  volunteers  needed 

to  participate  in  a  psychological  study  involving  brain- 
imaging  of  hoY/  the  brain  responds  to  unpleasant 
noise  and  money  wins.  We  require  that  subjets:. 

1)  do  not  have  any  serious  health  problems, 

2)  do  not  have  a  history  of  head  trauma  or, 

3)  do  not  have  any  metal  implants, 

4)  do  not  havee  a  history  of  psychiatric  illness, 

5)  are  not  affraid  of  closed  spaces 

Volunteers  must  attend  a  screening  interview. 

If  you  are  interested,  please  contact  Irina  at  the  Centre 
for  Addiction  and  Mental  Health  -  Clarke  Site  by 
telephone  416-535-8501  extension  6491  for  details. 


UNiVERSiTY  OF  TORONTO  AT  SCARBOROUGH 


Offtctat,  OprntnCt 


ACADE 

Q 


Home  to  one  of  Canada's  first  digital  libraries 


WEDNESDAY 


NOVEMBER  5, 2003 

Opening  Ceremony,  4:00  pm 
Reception  and  Tours,  5:00-7:00  pm 

Stay  for  the  31st  Annual  Watts  Lecture 
featuring  CBC  journalist,  Joe  Schlcsinger,  on 
"Winning  Wars... Losing  Peace",  7:00  pm 

UTSC,  1265  Military  Trail,  Scarborough 
(South  of  Hwy  401  at  Morningside  Avenue) 


Admission  is  free, 
everyone  welcome 

For  more 
information  call 
416-287-7080  or 
www.ursc.utoronro.ca 


The  Wali.N  Lcctua-  Ls  generously  supported  b\ 


Meloche  Monnex 
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university  of  toronto 

STUDENTS'  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNCIL 

health     and     dental  plan 

The  benefits  of  your  SAC  Dental  Plan  are  part  of  a  special  program  for  students. 

Your  Dental  Coverage 

Your  dental  benefits  consist  of  two  elements:  y^^-^h  the  Studentcare  Dental  Network 

1)  an  insured  portion  provided  by  the  insurance  company 

2)  an  additional  reduction  available  through  the  Studentcare 
Dental  Network 

You're  covered  for  the  insured  portion  regardless  of  the 
dentist  you  choose.  By  consulting  a  member  of  the 
Studentcare  Dental  Network,  you  will  obtain  additional 
savings  on  dental  care  costs. 

Network  dentists,  conveniently  located  in  Toronto  and  other 
regions  of  Ontario  and  Canada  offer  a  reduction  of  20-30% 
off  the  Dental  Fee  Guide  for  General  Practitioners  price  of 
eligible  dental  services  (see  chart). 

This  will  enable  you  to  have  up  to  100%  of  your  dental  costs 
covered  by  the  Dental  Plan.  Any  dentist  may  join  the  Network 
at  any  time,  free  of  charge. 

Note:  Your  dental  coverage  cannot  exceed  100%. 

Please  visit  www.studentcare.net  for  updates  on  Network  membership  throughout  the  year. 


Insured 
Portion* 

Dental  Network 
Reduction 

Total 
Coverage 

Preventative  Services 

recall  exams,  x-rays, 
extraction  of  impacted 
teeth 

80% 

30% 

100% 

Preventative  Services 

polishing,  scaling, 
root  planing,  fluoride 

75% 

30% 

100% 

Basic  Services 

fillings,  oral  surgery 

60% 

20% 

807o 

endodontics  (root  canal), 
periodontics  (gum 
treatment) 

Not 
Covered 

20% 

20% 

Major  Restorative 

crowns,  bridges,  posts 

Not 
Covered 

20% 

20% 

*  Percentage  of  Provindal  Dental  Fee  Guide  for  General  Practitioners  Cost 

(province  where  service  was  performed). 


Studentcare  Dental  Network  Members  •  Toronto  Area 


BRAMPTON 

Altima  Bramalea  Dental  Centre 


Dr.  Amariot  Gill 

info@rutn.dental.com 

DOWNSVIEW 
Dr.  Ron  Agar 

Dr.  Richard  Goodfellow 

rigood@ican.net 

Dr.  Shawn  Walderman 

shawnsw@rogers.com 

Dr.  Stephen  Chu 


Bramalea  City  Centre  Upper  Level,  Ctr.  Court 
25  Peel  Centre  Drive 

27  Ruth  Avenue,  #6A 
www.  ruth .  denta  I.  CO  m 


3042  Keele  Street 

4732  Jane  Street 
www.shorehamdentaloffice.ca 

2830  Keele  Street,  Suite  401 


Yorkdale  Dental  Centre,  Yorkdale  Mall 
3401  Dufferin  Street 


(905)  793-2522 
bramalea@altima.ca 

(905)  840-3533 


(416)  636-4200 
(416)  661-6116 

(416)  638-0112 

(416)  787-1275 


ETOBICOKE 

Dr.  Mohammad  I  Rana 

191  The  West  Mall,  Suite  100 

(416)  620-7903 

HAMILTON 

Altima  Hess  Village  Dental  Centre 

Hess  Village 

206  Main  St.  West 

(905)  528-3384 
nessvillage@altima.ca 

M  A  R  K  H  A  M 

First  Markham  Dental  Centre 

Dr.  Donovan  Seto,  Dr.  Sook-Yee  Chan 

3229  Hwy  7  East,  Unit  #5 

(905)  940-0960 

MISSISSAUGA 
Altima  Erin  Mills  Town  Centre  Dental 

Erin  Mills  Town  Centre 
5100  Erin  Mills  Parkway 

(905)  569-6647 
erinmills@altima.ca 

Dr.  Anto  A  Tedjo 

1960  Dundas  Street  W.,  Unit  4 

(905)  855-0076 

Dr.  Ronald  Goldstein 

Dr.  Bruce  MacDonald 

170  Queensway  West 

(905)  277-8673 

Dr.  Arun  Narang  and  Assodates 

Dr.  Arun  Narang 

Dr.  Sunny  Kentn,  Dr.  Edward  Venerus,  Dr. 


Crestwood  Centre 
3038  Hurontario  Street,  Suite  4 
Corey  Shulman 


(905)  897-1166 


4/  *s 

visit  www.sac.utoronto.ca  for  more  details 
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NORTH  YORK 

Altima  Bayview  Village  Dental  Centre 

wwiA/  car  iitnmni'n      fnr  mnrp  HpI'SiI^ 

500  Sheppard  Ave.  E.,  Suite  #106 
bayviewvUlage@altima.ca 

(416)  222-7990 

Dr.  Leonard  I.  Terk 

Sheppard  Centre 
4841  Yonge  Street 

(416)  224-8375 

Dr.  Larry  Goldstein 

Sheppard  Centre 
4841  Yonge  Street 

(416)  224-8300 

Dr.  Richard  C.  Thomas 

300  York  Mills  Road,  Suite  210 

(416)  510-1590 

Drs.  Pham's  Dental  Clinic 
Dr.  Tien  Loc  Pham 

968  Wilson  Avenue,  Suite  301 
admin@dentpham.co 

(416)  531-2304 
www.dentpham.com 

Midpoint  Dental  Office 

Dr.  Matthias  Yeh 
Dr.  Albine  Miciano 

6979  Yonge  Street,  Suite  207 
vsayav@hotmail.com 

(416)  229-9597 

Dufferin  Steeles  Dental  Office 

Dr.  Arif  Sajan,  Dr.  Ira  Schecter 

1881  Steeles  Ave.  W.,  Suite  201 

(416)  665-1145 

Dr.  Adina  Stefan 

Dr.  Brian  Kumer 

Dr.  Sharan  Golim  (penodontist) 

5  Fairview  Mall  Drive,  Suite  240 
dr.stefan@yahoo.com 

(416)  498-7522 

0  A  K  V  I  L  L  E 

Dr.  Arun  Narang  and  Assodates 

1344  Cornwall  Road,  Suite  400 

(905)  337-3511 

SCARBOROUGH 

Altima  Cedarbrae  Dental  Centre 

Cedarbrae  Mall,  Mall  Level 
3451 A  Lawrence  Avenue  East 

(416)  438-1411 
cedarbrae@altima.ca 

Dr.  Larry  Goldstein 

123  Montezuma  Trail 

(416)  291-7929 

Dr.  Leo  Gonzalez 

Dr.  Ftor  de  Maria  Rodriguez,  Dr.  Barbara  F  Phipps 

1920  Ellesmere  Road,  Suite  201 

(416)  438-0778 

Hillsborough  Dental  Centre 

Dr.  Vincent  Lo 

108  Corporate  Drive,  Unit  18 

(416)  289-7778 

Dr.  David  Chiang 

1001  Sandhurst  Circle,  Unit  207 

(416)  321-6400 

Dr.  David  Eller  (oral  and  maxillofadal  surgeon)  1571  Sandhurst  Circle,  Suite  205 

(416)  299-4444 

Bamburgh  Dental  Office                            325  Bamburgh  Circle,  Suite  A113 
Dr.  Matthais  Yeh,  Dr.  Spomenka  Popovic,  Dr.  Jason  Dai 

(416)  492-5529 

T  H  0  R  H  I  L  L 

Altima  Promenade  Dental  Centre 

TORONTO 

Altima  Dentistry  at  the  Annex 

Promenade  Mall,  lower  level 
1  Promenade  Circle,  #185  &  186 

(905)  707-1010 
promenade@altima.ca 

535A  Bloor  Street  West,  Suite  201 
annex@altima.ca 

(416)  535-1167 

Dr.  Tina  Di  Vincenzo  Dental  Clinic                 344  Manning  Avenue 

Dr.  Tina  Di  Vincenzo  www.drtinacMvincenzo.com 

Dr.  Musarat  Hasnain,  Dr.  Joel  Robledo,  Dr.  Mario  Vertullo 

(416)  533-0345 

Dr.  Jack  Fingrut 

2780  Jane  Street,  #102 
toothfxr@on.aibn.com 

(416)  748-3353 

Dr.  Michael  Shelegey 

94  Cumberland  Street,  Suite  411 

(416)  962-7555 

Dr.  Max  Bayliss 

94  Cumberland  Street,  Suite  302 

(416)  961-9933 

Dr.  Christena  Chruszez 

131  Bloor  Street  W.,  Suite  447 

(416)  925-8282 

Dr.  Lidia  Opris 

90  Danforth  Avenue 

(416)  465-1175 

Dr.  Paul  Yeung 

190  St.  George  Street,  Suite  101 

(416)  962-5335 

Dr.  Christina  Armani 

720  Spadina  Avenue,  Suite  502 
dr.chnstina_armani@bellnet.ca 

(416)  944-1441 

Dr.  Mark  Litvack 

1500  Bathurst  Street,  Unit  2 

(416)  653-6660 

Modern  Dentistry 

Dr.  N.  Younis,  Dr.  Ariel  Reyhanian 

1095  Bathurst  Street 

(416)  533-5555 

Dr.  Barbara  Kujawa 

29  Elm  Street 

(416)  977-0344 

Kinq  Dental 

Dr.  May  Y.  Zhang 

1010  King  Street  West 

(416)  498-0100 

Dr.  Judith  Dixen-Moody 

100  Yonge  Street,  Suite  1004 

(416)  368-0165 

United  Smiles  of  Kensington 

Dr.  Ronald  Nazon 

297  Augusta  Avenue 

(416)  944-2178 

Dr.  Godfrey  D  Higgins 

564  College  Street 

(416)  922-3973 

Dr.  Richard  C.  Thomas 

300  York  Mills  Road,  Suite  210 

(416)  510-1590 

Changes  can  be  made  to  this  list  without  notice. 


Please  visit  www.studentcare.net  for  updates  on  Network  membership  throughout  the  year,  and  for  a  list  of  Network  dentists 
in  other  areas  of  Ontario  and  across  Canada.  Contact  studentcare.net/works  toll  free:  1  866  358-4436 


10    Monday,  October  27, 2003 


Science 


scienceti'thevarsityxa 


Meeting  of  minds 

U  of  T played  host  this  past  week  to  "Minds  that  Matter,"  an  international  symposium  on  medical  research  that  draws  leading  scientists  from  Canada, 
the  U.S.,  Britain,  Japan  and  Sweden.  The  Gairdner  Awards,  often  referred  to  as  the  "mini  Nobels, "  are  handed  out  at  this  symposium.  The  Gairdners  are 
one  of  the  most  prestigious  interanational  awards  in  medical  research — of  the  2  6c)  people  that  have  won  a  Gairdner  since  the  award's  creation  in  ic)^y, 
6i  have  gone  on  to  win  a  Nobel  Prize.  Here  we  present  some  of  the  highlights  of  the  symposium  with  a  recap  of  some  of  the  key  speakers. 

Nobel  laureate  speaks  on  mad  cow  disease 


ZOE  CORMIER 

Dr.  Stanley  Pruniser,  Nobel  Laureate,  on  stage,  and  George  Balanchine,  onscreen,  Russian  ballet 
choreographer  and  the  most  famous  person  to  have  died  from  Creutzfeldt-Jacob  Disease. 


by  JOANNE  TANG 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Nobel  laureate  Dr.  Stanley  Prusin- 
er  delivered  the  third  Annual 
Gairdner  Public  Lecture,  "Mad 
Cows  and  Dementia  in  People: 
A  New  World  Biology,"  at  the 
St.  Lawrence  Center  on  Friday. 
Prusiner  was  the  first  scientist 
to  propose  that  proteins,  not  just 
viruses,  can  be  infectious  agents. 
In  so  doing  he  revolutionized  the 
field  of  neurobiology. 

Prusiner  began  his  lecture  with 
a  photo  of  the  Russian  ballet  cho- 
reographer George  Balanchine, 
who  died  of  Creutzfeldt-Jakob 
disease  (CJD)  in  1983,  the  most  fa- 
mous person  to  ever  die  of  the  dis- 
ease. CJD  is  the  human  equivalent 
of  bovine  spongiform  encephalop- 
athy (BSE),  or  mad  cow  diseasea 
chronic,  degenerative  disorder 
that  affects  the  central  nervous 
system  in  cows.  Both  CJD  and  BSE 
are  diseases  transmitted  by  infec- 
tious proteins  called  prions. 

Prions  are  unlike  viruses,  as 
they  do  not  possess  a  genome. 
"Prions  are  different  from  viruses 
in  that  their  synthesis  is  directed 
by  proteins,  not  by  DNA,"  says 
Prusiner. 

Prusiner  showed  an  example 
of  massive  vacuoles,  or  air  sacs, 
in  the  brains  of  individuals  with 
CJD,  which  is  characteristic  of 
the  disease.  "There  is  clearly  a 
disregulation  of  ion  and  water  in 
the  brain,"  Prusiner  said.  Post- 
mortem biopsies  reveal  that  these 


brains  contain  massive  amounts 
of  prions.  The  neurodegenera- 
tion  causes  individuals  with  CJD 
to  lose  their  motor  control  and 
mental  abilities. 

There  are  several  prion  dis- 
eases such  as  scrapie,  found  in 
sheep,  chronic  wasting  disease  in 
deer  and  elk,  and  kuru,  a  disease 
that  affected  some  indigenous 
people  in  New  Guinea.  Until  the 
late  1950s,  some  tribes  practiced 
ritualistic  cannibalism  by  eating 
their  dead  relatives'  brains.  But 
incidents  of  the  disease  have  de- 
creased over  the  years  following 
the  ban  of  the  practice. 

Prusiner  says  the  cause  of  scra- 
pie among  sheep  is  still  unclear. 
However,  once  sheep  are  infected, 
there  is  "horizontal  spread  of  the 
disease"  within  the  herd.  When 
cows  consume  meat-based  animal 
feed  containing  infected  sheep, 
they  contract  BSE.  The  disease 
then  moves  its  way  up  the  food 
chain  when  humans  consume  beef 
from  infected  cows. 

The  first  case  of  bovine  spongi- 
form encephalopathy  BSE  in  Cana- 
da occurred  in  1993, diagnosed  in 
a  cow  imported  from  Britain.  The 
second  case  occurred  in  May  of 
this  year. 

A  member  of  the  audience  asked 
whether  we  could  contract  prion 
diseases  by  consuming  non-beef 
meat  products.  Prusiner  ex- 
plained, "In  order  for  the  protein 
to  be  transmissible,  the  gene 
product  needs  to  be  relatively 
similar."  Eating  chicken,  for  ex- 


ample, is  relatively  safe,  since  the 
prions  of  birds  cannot  be  trans- 
mitted to  us.  Likewise,  eating  fish 
is  relatively  safe,  since  "genes  in 
fish  are  extraordinarily  distant 
from  ours." 

Throughout  the  lecture,  Prusin- 
er brought  attention  to  the  lack  of 
government  testing.  He  is  espe- 


cially critical  of  the  U.S.,  which, 
despite  being  the  richest  country 
on  the  planet,  is  not  willing  to 
spend  money  on  tests  of  slaugh- 
tered cows.  He'  believes  that 
tests  should  be  done  on  every 
cow  slaughtered.  It  is  precisely 
because  no  such  thorough  testing 
has  ever  taken  place  that  nobody 


knows  how  many  cows  have  BSE. 
Prusiner  emphasizes, 

"We  need  to  have  an  idea  of  the 
numbers." 

Canada  also  refuses  to  institute 
this  sort  of  testing  regime.  In  Ja- 
pan, as  Prusiner  points  out,  every 
single  cow  slaughtered  is  tested 
for  the  disease. 


Watching  the  brain  in  action  with  fMRI 


byMANOJI  PEREIRA 


An  image  of  the  human  brain  created  by  functional  magnetic 
resonance  imaging.  The  red  and  yellow  areas  are  sites  of  activity. 


How  exactly  do  you  imagine  the 
brain  working?  Magnetic  reso- 
nance imaging  (MRl)  is  a  tool 
that  enables  scientists  to  study 
the  brain,  using  powerful  mag- 
nets to  change  the  alignment  of 
the  atoms  in  brain  tissue.  The 
atoms  give  out  radio  signals  that 
an  MRl  scanner  detects  and  that 
a  computer  translates  into  an 
image. 

Dr.  Seiji  Ogawa,  director  of  the 
Ogawa  Laboratories  for  Brain 
Function  in  Tokyo  and  one  of 
this  year's  winners  of  a  Gairdner 
Award  for  medical  research,  gave 
a  lecture  about  functional  MRl 
(fMRI):  fMRI  works  in  a  similar 
way  to  traditional  MRl  but  can 
provide  more  information  about 
brain  function,  not  just  brain 
anatomy. 

Before  studying  the  brain,  Dr. 
Ogawa  studied  hemoglobin,  the 
protein  found  in  red  blood  cells 


that  carries  oxygen  throughout 
the  human  body.  He  found  that 
hemoglobin  behaves  like  a  mag- 
net when  it  isn't  carrying  oxy- 
gen (called  deoxy  hemoglobin). 
These  magnetic  properties  would 
allow  deoxy  hemoglobin  to  be  de- 
tected by  an  fMRI  scanner,  which 
could  then  show  what  parts  of 
the  brain  are  receiving  blood  at 
a  given  time.  Activities  such  as 
talking  and  hearing  sounds  lead 
to  increased  blood  flow  in  spe- 
cific regions  of  the  brain.  During 
his  experiments,  Dr.  Ogawa  made 
several  discoveries  about  the 
regions  of  the  brain  involved  in 
various  tasks. 

During  experiments  on  mice. 
Dr.  Ogawa  observed  cross-hemi- 
sphere interaction.  The  brains 
of  many  animals,  including  mice 
and  humans,  have  two  sides 
called  hemispheres:  the  left 
hemisphere  controls  the  right 
side  of  the  body  and  vice  versa. 
The  right  side  of  the  brain  was 


activated  when  a  mouse's  left 
paw  was  stimulated,  but  if  the 
right  paw  was  stimulated  40  mil- 
liseconds afterwards  the  left  side 
of  the  brain  did  not  respond.  Dr. 
Ogawa  also  discovered  that  there 
is  a  functional  network  in  the 
brain:  performing  one  task  would 
activate  different  parts  of  the 
brain  instead  of  just  one  specific 
area.  This  phenomenon  is  called 
site-site  interaction.  Dr.  Ogawa 
observed  site-site  interaction 
when  testing  the  effects  of  visual 
stimuli  on  humans.  He  found  that 
a  visual  stimulus,  such  as  a  pulse 
of  light,  activates  two  regions  in 
the  human  brain,  one  for  vision 
and  one  for  emotions.  This  find- 
ing is  surprising  because  earlier 
it  was  thought  that  only  one  part 
of  the  brain  was  involved  in  vi- 
sion. Dr.  Ogawa's  work  using  fMRI 
shows  that  even  simple  tasks  re- 
quire the  use  of  several  different 
and  seemingly  unrelated  parts  of 
the  brain. 
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The  molecular 
mechanisms  of  memory 


ANTHONY  HEMPELL 

Pioneer  Dr.  Eric  Kandel,  who  wrote  the  textbook-literally-on  the 
foundations  of  neuroscience. 


by  IAN  HA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


What  is  memory?  What  are  the 
brain  processes  that  allow  us  to 
learn  and  retain  everything  from 
tying  a  shoe,  learning  a  song  or  rid- 
ing a  bike? 

Dr.  Eric  Kandel  wants  to  know. 
Kandel,  the  world's  foremost 
memory  researcher,  author  of  a 
first  year  neuroscience  textbook, 
Nobel  Laureate  and  1987  Gairdner 
awardee,  gave  a  talk  on  Friday 
about  his  research  and  the  new 
exciting  possibilities  in  tackling  the 
memory  problem. 

Kandels  interest  in  science  fol- 
lowed an  unorthodox  path.  Born  in 
Vienna,  he  immigrated  to  New  York 
in  1939  at  the  age  of  9,  and  took  an 
undergraduate  degree  in  history 
and  literature  at  Harvard  in  1952. 

"There  was  little  in  my  early  life 
to  indicate  that  an  interest  in  biolo- 
gy would  become  the  passion  of  my 
academic  career,"  he  once  wrote. 

His  early  years  in  Nazi  Vienna  left 
an  indelible  mark,  and  questions 
of  memory  and  human  motivation 
lead  him  to  psychoanalysis.  And 
so,  on  a  whim,  he  took  a  single 
chemistry  course  in  the  summer 
of  1951  and  entered  NYU  medical 
school  in  1952  intent  on  being  a 
psychoanalyst. 

But  seeing  the  emerging  possibili- 
ties of  molecular  biology  he  would 
eventually  abandon  psychoanaly- 


sis professionally  to  work  full-time 
as  a  researcher. 

Kandel  stressed  that  his  research 
in  memory  storage  is  one  part  of 
a  larger  project:  the  synthesis  of 
biology  and  cognitive  psychology 
into  a  new,  profound  understanding 
of  the  mind.  Memory  storage,  said 
Kandel,  offers  a  point  where  a  uni- 
fication might  occur,  and  used  the 
talk  to  "outline  the  possibility  of  a 
new  science  of  the  mind,  a  molecu- 
lar biology  of  cognition." 

The  event  opened  with  a  presen- 
tation of  Kandel's  research  in  the 
1970s  and  1980s  on  the  giant  marine 
slug  Aplysia,  an  organism  ideal  for 
study  because  of  its  simple  nervous 
system.  Kandel  looked  at  the  with- 
drawal action  of  the  animals  gills 
after  application  of  a  shock,  like 
the  unconscious  reflex  of  touching 
a  hot  iron  and  withdrawing  your 
hand.  Withdrawal  becomes  more 
acute  as  the  number  and  strength 
of  the  shocks  increase.  He  wished 
to  understand  the  neural  circuitry 
behind  this  simple  behaviour. 

Kandel  was  able  to  recreate  this 
behavior  by  growing  in  culture  the 
two  neurons  of  the  circuit.  Shocks 
were  mimicked  by  applying  the 
chemical  seratonin,  which  is  re- 
leased when  the  gill  is  stimulated, 
to  one  of  the  neurons.  By  applying 
seratonin  below  and  above  the 
threshold  level  required  to  make 
the  gills  withdraw,  Kandel  was 
able  to  decipher  the  molecular 


steps  responsible  for  converting 
short-term  memory  to  long-term 
memory.  He  found  that  long-term 
memory  requires  the  production 
of  new  proteins  to  create  new  nerve 
connections;  short-term  memory 
requires  no  new  proteins  and  pro- 
duces no  new  connections. 

"It  is  the  growth  of  connections 
that  is  the  self-maintained  form  of 
memory  storage,"  he  said. 

This  radical  reductionism  dif- 
fered strikingly  from  the  behavior- 
ist  vogue  of  the  1950s.  It  offered, 
for  the  first  time,  a  look  inside  the 
actual  workings  of  the  brain,  rather 
than  treating  it  as  a  "black-box." 

Kandel's  latest  research  has 
looked  at  conscious,  spatial  learn- 
ing in  mice.  It  is  known  that  new 
arrangements  of  neurons  called 
"brain-maps"  are  made  when  mice 
enter  new  surroundings.  Scientists 
can  even  predict  where  a  mouse  is 
in  shocked  environments  depend- 
ing on  which  cells  are  activated. 

Kandel  researched  whether  the 
biochemistry  of  memory  he  had 
found  was  responsible  for  the  cre- 
ation and  maintenance  of  the  map. 
It  turns  out  that  the  signal  pathway 
responsible  for  protein  synthesis 
of  memory  as  well  as  attention  is 
necessary  for  the  stabilization  of 
these  maps. 

It  is  not  known,  however,  how 
that  attention  translates  biologi- 
cally. Based  on  his  own  research, 
Kandel  speculates  that  the  recruit- 


ment of  dopamine,  a  well-known 
brain  chemical,  is  largely  respon- 
sible for  the  persistence  of  attentive 
behaviour. 

Despite  this  uncertainty,  Kandel 
is  optimistic.  "What  is  clear... is 
that  molecular  biology  is  going 
beyond  its  initial  confines.  It's  now 
in  a  position  to  take  advantage  of 
the  enormous  synthesis  between 


disciplines  in  neuroscience,  and 
begin  to  address  the  more  complex 
problems  of  perception,  thought 
and  action  on  the  molecular  level." 

Eric  Kandel  is  University  Profes- 
sor of  Physiology  and  Psychiatry 
at  the  Center  for  Neurobiology 
and  Behavior  of  the  Columbia  Uni- 
versity College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons. 


The  future  of  research  into 
mental  illness 


OLYASANAKOEV 

Leading  mental  health  researcher  Dr.  Remi  Quirion. 


VARSITY  STAFF 


The  numbers  on  mental  illness  in 
Ccmada  are  alarming.  Lost  productiv- 
ity because  of  it  is  measured  at  $14.4 
billion.  Ten  per  cent  of  Canadians  re- 
ported symptoms  of  dependence  and 
mental  disorder  in  the  last  year.  And 
the  WHO  predicts  depression  and  its 
effects  will  only  worsen  within  the 
next  decade. 

These,  and  other  numbers,  were 
some  of  the  statistics  used  by  Dr. 
Remi  Quirion,  Scientific  Director  of 
the  Douglas  Hospital  Research  Centre 
at  McGill,  in  his  talk  "Mental  Illnesses 
and  Addiction"  last  Friday  as  part  of 
the  Gairdner  Foundation  Lectures. 

With  as  many  as  500  publications 
and  15,000  citations,  Quirion  has 
made  it  his  goal  to  bring  the  study  of 
mental  disease  "into  the  realm  of  neu- 
roscience," and  to  better  understand 
and  remove  the  stigmas  of  mental 
illnesses. 

"It's  very  common  to  have  col- 
leagues around  us  who  suffer  from 
mental  illness  and  some  form  of  ad- 
diction. We  have  to  find  ways  to  help 
them,  and  one  way  is  to  recognize  it 
better,"  he  said. 

Quirion  has  concentrated  on  neuro- 
development  models  of  schizophrenia. 
It's  known  that  mice  with  brain  lesions 
show  schizophrenic-like  behaviour, 
such  as  hyper-activity  to  stress,  once 
they  reach  maturity.  Quirion's  group 
was  able  to  induce  similar  behaviour 


without  lesions  by  injecting  chemicals 
in  unborn  mice. 

"We  think  we're  on  [to]  something 
here  and  that  we're  improving  an  ani- 
mal model  that  may  reproduce  some 
aspects  of  schizophrenia"  and  lead  to 
new  insights,  he  said. 

Quirion  hopes  to  slow  down  the 
process  of  Alzheimer's,  another  com- 
mon mental  illness,  by  examining  its 
biochemistry.  Specifically,  he  is  cur- 
rently investigating  the  chemical  inter- 


actions involved  in  the  maintenance  of 
acetylcholine,  a  chemical  important  to 
the  development  of  Alzheimer's.  It's 
hoped  that  a  chemical  understanding 
will  better  merge  the  many  explana- 
tions now  circulating. 

But  before  that,  Quirion  says  the 
time  is  ripe  for  psychiatry  and  neurol- 
ogy to  merge  into  a  more  fruitful  syn- 
thesis. "It's  time  to  put  these  two  brain 
related  specialties  together.  That  way 
we'll  be  able  to  make  more  progress." 
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He  also  pioneered  the  develop- 
ment of  the  HIV  blood  test  in  the 
early  1980s,  enabling  health  care 
workers  for  the  first  time  to  screen 
for  the  HIV  virus.  This  led  to  more 
rapid  diagnosis,  while  simultane- 
ously protecting  patients  receiving 
blood  transfusions  from  contract- 
ing the  disease.  As  a  diagnostic 
tool,  Gallo  calls  the  blood  test 
"simple  and  safe  to  work  with." 

Before,  diagnosing  the  disease 
posed  a  unique  challenge.  There 
were  two  basic  phenomena  that 
made  diagnosis  particularly  dif- 
ficult for  this  disease.  When  epi- 
demiologists found  cases  of  AIDS 
in  the  early  1980s,  patients  were 
asked  questions  like  "What  did 
you  do  last  week?"  or  "What  did 
you  do  last  month?"  Doctors  did 
not  ask  patients  what  they  did  ten 
years  ago,  even  though  the  disease 
has  a  relatively  long  latency  peri- 
od. The  second  problem  was  that 
by  the  time  the  disease  became 
apparent,  the  person  already  had 
a  large  number  of  other  micro- 
bial infections.  It  was  therefore  not 
possible  to  pinpoint  the  causative 
agent. 

To  eradicate  HIV  and  really  cure 
the  disease,  Gallo  says,  there  has 
to  be  a  new  technology  that  can 
identify  sequences  in  DNA  of  the 
[infected]  cell  and  specifically  kill 
that  cell.  HIV  is  a  retrovirus,  with 
RNA  as  its  genetic  material.  When 
the  virus  enters  a  human  cell  of  the 
immune  system,  its  RNA  makes  a 
DNA  complement  of  itself.  This 
DNA  is  then  inserted,  or  "hidden," 
into  the  genetic  sequence  of  the 
host  cell.  All  subsequent  replica- 


tion of  the  cell's  genetic  material 
will  contain  the  viral  genes. 

Gallo  recalled  instances  of 
false  optimism  in  the  past.  "Many 
times,  researchers  thought  that 
they  had  eradicated  HIV,  only  to 
find  that  there  are  cells  that  are 
very,  very,  long  lived  that  harbour 
complete  viruses  capable  of  being 
activated." 

As  we  progress  into  the  new  mil- 
lennium, however,  there  are  good 
reasons  to  be  optimistic  about 
future  AIDS  research.  The  way  HIV 
enters  cells  in  the  immune  system 
is  now  much  better  understood 
than  it  was  in  the  early  1990s.  As 
Gallo  says,  "This  advance  gives  us 
good  ideas  about  how  to  block  HIV 
entry,  from  the  therapeutic  point 
of  view  as  well  as  from  the  point  of 
view  of  preventive  vaccine." 

In  addition,  there  is  an  increas- 
ing level  of  friendship,  cooperation 
and  trust  between  people  from 
both  developing  and  developed  na- 
tions. "We  have  a  major  collabora- 
tion with  Nigeria.  It's  unbelievable. 
This  would've  been  impossible  ten 
years  ago,"  said  Gallo.  In  addition, 
the  U.S.  government  and  private 
foundations  are  allocating  more 
money  to  vaccine  development. 

Finally,  Gallo  and  his  colleagues 
are  working  on  developing  vaccine 
candidates  that  can  cover  all  the 
variants  of  HIV.  The  variants  of 
HIV  are  almost  endless,  named  A, 
B,  C,  D,  and  so  on.  The  major  one 
in  the  world  is  C.  In  industrial- 
ized nations  such  as  Canada,  U.S., 
Australia  and  various  countries  in 
Europe,  the  primary  variant  is  B. 
"Laboratory  tests  with  monkeys 
show  that  we  can  block  a  wide 
range  of  HIV  variants,"  Gallo  says. 
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Aria  ready  for 
a  little  opera? 

opera  Atelier  wants  students  to  know  that 
today's  opera  isn't  about  'stand  and  scream' 


byJ.P.ANTONACCI 


With  their  new  production  of  Iphi- 
genie  en  Tauride,  Opera  Atelier  is 
asking  students  and  young  people 
throughout  the  city:  "Aria  ready  for 
a  little  opera?" 

Their  new  Student  Initiatives  pro- 
gram is  aimed  at  attracting  a  young 
audience  to  a  medium  that  is  not 
always  frequented  by,  or  marketed 
to,  youth. 

Opera  Atelier  is  a  well-established 
Canadian  company  that  is  mounting 
two  Toronto-based  shows  this  sea- 
son— the  first  opera,  which  opened 
this  past  Friday  and  runs  to  Nov.  2, 
is  Iphigenie  en  Tauride,  by  famed  Ba- 
roque composer  Christoph  Willibald 
Gluck.  Normal  ticket  prices  range 
from  $25  to  $99,  but  the  company, 
through  a  sponsorship  agreement 
with  Scotiabank,  is  offering  student 
tickets  for  as  little  as  $15. 

Why  this  new  focus  on  students? 
General  Manager  David  Baile 
explains:  "Youth  is  the  market  of 
tomorrow.  Given  that  in  the  past 
few  years  we  have  seen  a  slashing 
of  arts  programs  in  schools,  we  feel 
it  is  critical  to  encourage  youth  to 
become  aware  of  the  rich  cultural 
scene  in  Toronto  and  throughout 
Canada." 


Baile  and  the  company  noticed 
that  despite  the  good  reviews  their 
shows  were  garnering,  they  were 
"not  seeing  the  number  of  young 
adults  in  our  audiences  that  (they) 
would  like." 

The  new  program  helps  out  in  the 
cost  department,  always  a  factor  for 
students  when  choosing  entertain- 
ment, but  additionally  Gaile  hopes 
that  students  will  come  away  from 
the  opera  realizing  that  many  of 
the  assumptions  they'd  held  about 
it  were  wrong,  and  will  then  spread 
the  word  to  their  friends. 

"The  old  notion  of  'stand  and 
scream  at  the  audience'  is  certainly 
not  the  case  with  Opera  Atelier,  or, 
for  that  matter,  our  colleague  com- 
panies," says  Gaile. 

If  you're  not  up  to  date  with  the 
opera  scene  and  need  some  help  get- 
ting oriented,  the  director  and  mem- 
bers of  the  production  team  hold  a 
one-hour  chat  with  the  audience 
before  the  show  to  give  them  a  little 
introduction  to  what  they  are  about 
to  see  and  clue  them  into  things  to 
watch  for.  Iphigenie  en  Tauride  is  be- 
ing billed  as  the  perfect  introduction 
to  opera,  and  these  "lectures"  are  a 
key  part  of  that  initiation. 

This  is  a  great  opportunity  for 
students  to  experience  a  rich  musi- 


Mezzo-soprano  Krisztina  Szabo  in  Opera  Atelier's  The  Magic  Flute  (2001). 


cal  form  at  a  price  that  most  anyone 
can  afford.  So  instead  of  going  to 
see  another  stupid  movie,  head 
down  to  the  Elgin  Theatre  on  Yonge 
Street  to  witness  the  emotionally- 
charged  story  of  the  abandonment 
and  return  of  Iphigenie,  daughter  of 
Agamemnon,  on  the  island  of  Tau- 
ride during  the  Trojan  War.  Toron- 
to's own  Krisztina  Szabo  performs 
the  title  role,  accompanied  by  U  of 
T  neighbours  Tafelmusik  (they  are 


based  out  of  Trinity-St.Paul  Centre), 
a  truly  delightful  Baroque  orchestral 
group  that  has  a  long  partnership 
with  the  company,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Andrew  Parrot. 

Gluck's  opera  is  unlike  the  conven- 
tional, somewhat  overbearing  fare 
of  stereotypical  operas  past.  Written 
just  before  the  French  Revolution  at 
the  request  of  Marie  Antoinette, 
Gluck's  haunting,  engaging  music 
and  the  talent  of  the  ensemble  will 


make  you  glad  you  bypassed  the  TV 
for  one  night  and  took  in  an  opera. 
And  don't  worry,  there  won't  be  one 
iron-lunged  lady  with  a  two-horned 
cap  in  sight. 

Tickets  for  Iphgenie  en  Tauride 
and  Lully's  Persee,  Opera  Atelier's 
other  production  running  in  April, 
are  available  by  calling  Ticketmas- 
ter  at  416-872-5555,  or  online  at 
www.operaatelier.com 


Play  reveals  its 
subtle  colours 


byUSACAVION 


In  the  novel  Laws  of  the  House  of 
God,  a  darkly  comic  take  on  medi- 
cal internships,  author  Samuel  Shen 
maintains,  "The  patient  is  the  one 
with  the  disease.  They  can  always 
hurt  you  more." 

In  Canadian  Stage's  current  pro- 
duction of  Blue/Orange,  British  play- 
wright Joe  Penhall's  equally  dark 
account  of  a  power  struggle  between 
a  psychiatric  resident  and  his  poten- 
tial supervisor,  it  is  not  at  all  clear 
whether  the  patient  is  more  diseased 
and  damaging  than  his  doctors. 

Blue/Orange  dramatizes  the 
doctor's  disagreement  concerning 
the  imminent  release  of  an  inmate 
who  has  come  to  the  end  of  a  legally- 
mandated  month-long  stay  in  the 
psychiatric  institution.  Christopher 
(played  remarkably  subtly  by  Kevin 
Hanchard)  is  a  young  Caribbean  man 
living  in  a  housing  project  in  London 
who  may  or  may  not  be  showing 
signs  of  paranoid  schizophrenia. 
Isolated  by  poverty  and  by  fear  of 
his  neighbours — who  are  either 
(depending  on  one's  interpretation) 
violent  skinheads  or  vandalizing 
zombies — Christopher  oscillates 
between  eagerness  to  escape  his 
paternalistic  caregivers  and  fear  of 
returning  to  his  unwelcoming  home. 

Bruce  (Darren  Keay),  a  novice  phy- 
sician, is  eager  to  have  Christopher 
stay,  as  schizophrenia  is  difficult  to 


THEATRE  REVIEW 


Blue/Orange 

Written  by  Joe  Penhall 


Starring  R.H.  Thompson, 
Darren  Keay,  Kevin  Hanchard 


Novo  playing  to  Nov.  1  at  the 
Berkeley  St  Theatre 


Rating:  VWv 


diagnose,  and  even  more  difficult  to 
treat,  on  an  outpatient  basis.  When 
he  calls  in  his  consulting  physician 
and  potential  research  sponsor, 
however,  he  finds  that  Robert  (R.H. 
Thomson)  is  unwilling  to  entertain 
the  suggestion  that  Christopher  be 
recommitted  for  further  observa- 
tion, due  both  to  a  lack  of  beds  and 
a  lack  of  respect  for  his  underling's 
observations. 

So  the  conflict  seems  clear:  Bruce 
the  committed-but-naiVe  new  physi- 
cian advocates  for  his  patient  while 
the  callous-but-realist  supervisor 
protects  the  bottom  line. 

But  no  sooner  do  the  characters 
set  up  their  soapboxes  than  they 
start  falling  off  them.  Or  rather,  flail- 
ing around  them.  At  first,  the  issues 
seem  too  obvious,  the  characters  too 
broad — are  we  really  expected  to 


believe  that  Bruce  made  it  through 
medical  school  in  post-Thatcherite 
Britain  without  ever  confronting  the 
issue  of  budget  constraints?  What 
senior  physician  would  enter  an  oc- 
cupied consulting  room  blustering 
about  loft  developments?  But  Pen- 
hall  rapidly  challenges  our  diagno- 
ses of  the  characters'  motivations. 

The  script  is  extremely  adept  at 
pacing  its  revelations,  and  keeps 
the  audience's  loyalties  shifting — is 
Robert  motivated  by  the  bottom  line, 
by  respect  for  patients'  sociocultural 
backgrounds,  by  a  healthy  skepti- 
cism, or  by  his  own  careerism?  Is 
Bruce  committed  to  his  patients, 
or  to  his  nascent  professional  privi- 
lege? 

Penhall  elegantly  manipulates 
our   interpretation   of  events  by 


also  emphasizing  the  ambiguity  of 
Christopher's  prognosis.  Uncertain 
explanations  and  shifting  loyalties 
echo  the  fundamental  problem  of 
parsing  the  causes  of  anyone's  be- 
haviour, whether  we  are  searching 
for  a  diagnosis  or  just  a  coherent 
explanation. 

Avoid  attending  this  play  with  a 
trainspotting  psychology  major, 
unless  you  enjoy  your  theatrical 
experiences  with  footnotes:  "Ooh, 
I  recognize  that  diagnostic  tool!" 
"Why  isn't  he  quoting  more  Szasz?", 
etc.  The  play  does  an  excellent  job 
in  dramatizing  what  are  often  highly 
theoretical  ideas — ^Toronto  stage 
and  screen  veteran  R.H.  Thomson 
is  particularly  effective  as  Robert, 
gently  revealing  enough  arrogance 
and  insecurity  to  humanize  a  mildly 


caricatured  bundle  of  issues  without 
mawkishness — but  finally  suggests 
that  they  are  grounded  less  in  theory 
than  in  struggles  for  power. 

As  Christopher  is  freed  (or  aban- 
doned) back  to  his  life  and  the 
viewer  is  left  with  the  spectacle  of 
the  physician's  bureaucratic  battle,  it 
is  evident  that  Penhall  is  highlighting 
just  how  significantly  desire  for  dom- 
inance influences  our  construction 
of  reality.  Unfortunately,  this  sug- 
gests that  the  drama  of  diagnosis  is 
simultaneously  dangerous  and  futile; 
once  the  patient  leaves  the  room,  the 
soul  of  the  problem  goes  with  him. 
The  'disease'  disappears,  and  so  too 
the  risk  of  significance.  Like  its  title, 
Blue/Orange  reveals  two  sides  to 
every  story.  Thoughtful  theatre  that 
resonates  long  after  you've  seen  it. 
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No  quick  Fix 


by  COLIN  TAIT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  title  of  this  harrowing 
documentary  alone  presents 
enough  important  questions 
to  prolong  engaged  argument. 
On  the  one  hand,  it's  the  daily 
and  sometimes  hourly  need  of 
Vancouver's  heroin-addicted 
population,  and  on  the  other, 
society's  need  to  finally  ad- 
dress its  obligation  to  the  pro- 
cess of  repairing  the  damage 
to  people's  lives. 

Director  Nettie  Wild  takes 
great  care  to  present  the  facts 
from  as  many  sides  as  pos- 
sible. While  her  film  obviously 
reflects  some  personal  biases, 
the  images  and  conversations 
that  she  captures  with  her 
camera  are  not  debatable. 

Having  spent  two  years  fol- 
lowing the  efforts  of  the  Van- 
couver Area  Network  of  Drug 
Users  (VANDU)  to  open  up  a 
safe  injection  site,  the  film- 
maker spends  as  much  time 
at  City  Hall  as  she  does  in  the 
streets,  to  present  as  compre- 
hensive a  portrait  of  the  issue 
as  possible. 

To  this  end,  we  follow  the 
efforts  of  Dean  Wilson,  who  is 
both  a  crusader  for  safe-injec- 
tion sites,  and  also  struggles 
to  kick  his  own  30-year  heroin 
addiction.  We  witness  the  ef- 
forts of  Vancouver  mayor  Phil- 
ip Owen  as  he  tries  to  get  his 
four-point  government  plan  of 
action  passed  through  council. 
We  view  the  opposition  from 
the  city's  business  community 
as  they  rally  against  the  sites 
near  Chinatown.  And  finally, 
we  watch  the  efforts  of  Anne 
Livingston,  a  non-user,  who 
acts  as  the  heart  of  the  ad- 
dicted community,  and  is  also 
Wilson's  partner. 

While  these  descriptions  are 
obviously  reductive  in  nature, 
they  attest  to  the  complexity 
of  each  narrative  thread  and 
how  they  serve  to  illustrate 
an  extremely  compelling  docu- 
ment from  various  angles. 


FILM  REVIEW 


Fix:  The  Story  of  an 
Addicted  City 

Directed  by  Nettie  Wild 


Now  playing  at  the  Carlton 
Cinema  to  Oct  30 


Rating:  VWW 


An  exceptional  film  in  form 
and  content.  Fix  is  perhaps 
even  more  important  in  terms 
of  what  it  represents.  As  an  en- 
gaging (and  engaged)  take  on 
a  serious  social  issue.  Fix  pro- 
vides an  undeniable  account 
of  life  on  the  street  though  its 
stark  images. 

Additionally,  although  its  run 
in  cinemas  across  Canada  is 
limited  (being  an  independent 
production  largely  financed  by 
Wild's  own  production  com- 
pany), many  of  the  subjects 
in  the  film  are  present  at  most 
of  the  screenings  for  Q&A  ses- 
sions and  are  part  of  a  larger 
national  tour  for  the  film  which 
aims  to  address  the  fundamen- 
tal problems  facing  Canada's 
underclass  at  the  provincial 
and  national  level  (since  the 
film  was  made,  Vancouver 
opened  its  first  clean  injection 
site  and  recently  Toronto's 
own  Centre  for  Addiction  re- 
vealed its  new  experimental 
project  to  provide  heroin  for 
users  as  part  of  a  larger  reha- 
bilitation plan). 

While  politically-engaged 
documentaries  have  been 
around  for  a  long  time,  re- 
cent successes  have  proven 
that  they  are  often  one  of  our 
only  sources  of  alternative 
discourse — not  only  are  they 
informative,  but  they  have  the 
power  to  move  an  audience  in 
unexpected  ways.  Fix  noi  only 
follows  in  this  tradition,  but 
shows  us  that  we  are  complicit 
in  the  solution  by  making  us 
aware  of  our  basic  human  ob- 
ligations. 


Vliere  ?t,Utient,s  5uY  an<3  Sell 


designer  frames  •  on-site  lab  •  high  quality  lenses 


Doctors 

jerry  Nolfi  |  Upen  Kawale 

optometrists 

'%  eye  exams  •  e/eglasses  ■  contact  lenses  • 
■^''^f^  laser  surgery  consultations  ^^iff^  " 


MANULIFE  CENTRE  ■  55  BLOORST.  W.(AT  BAY)  •  416-966  I955 
www.torontoeyecare.com 


Hart  ifottse  Hair  Piace 

^  FINEST  CUTTING  &  STYLING 


Mon.  to  Fri.  8:30  -  5:30       Sat.  9:00  -  5:00 
For  appointment  call:  416-978-2431 
7  Hart  House  Circle 

Excellent  Work  &  Reasonable  Rates 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808 -GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

TEACH  ENGLISH  OVERSEAS! 

TESOL  Workshops  for  Canadians,  Toronto 
-  Saturday,  November  8.  One  day  and 
you're  on  your  way!  1-866-912-4465 
www.goteach.ca 

SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED! 

Make  extra  money  while  helping  others 
by  becoming  a  Xytex  Sperm  Donor.  Ages 
18-38.  Call  416-924-3021  today! 


HIGH  PARK 

Available  clean,  quiet  rooms.  25  min 
from  campus.  Call  416-315-0779. 


DOWNTOWN  PARKING  AVAILABLE 

Indoor  parking  in  a  modern  condo 
building  w/security.  60  Homewood  Ave, 
between  Maitland  and  Carlton.  $60 
p/month  or  1  year  for  $600.  For  info  call 
(416)  530-9717 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor.  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 


Classifieds 


ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  -i-. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 

WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compuflow.  416/539-9443. 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropology, 
Business,  Commerce,  Drama,  East  Asian 
studies,  Zoology.  Highly  qualified  gradu- 
ates will  help!  Call  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessav@bellnet.ca 

APPLYING  TO  THE  FACULTY  OF 
EDUCATION? 

Maximize  your  admissions  potential.  Con- 
tact teacher_success@hotmail.com.  Very 
reasonable  flat  consultation  fee  of  $75.00. 

SAFE-EFFECTIVE-NATURAL 
WEIGHT  LOSS 

Personal  follow-up  &  guaranteed  results, 
416-697-3762. 


TUTOR  FOR  ESSAY  WRITERS 

Certified  teacher  [M.A.].  Get  the  help 
you  need!  Humanities  and  ESLstudents. 
For  appointment  call  416-503-2010  or  e- 
mail  glenn7777@idirect.com 

GET  TOP  MARKS 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience,  special- 
izing in  MATH  133,  135,  136,  235;  CHM 
138,  139,  247;  ECO  220;  STA  220;  PHYS 
110.  Past  tests  and  exams  available  for 
practice,  (416)  785-8898. 


COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C,  C-H-,  Data  Structures.  Tutoring, 
Exam  Review,  Programming  Lessons.  Ed 
416-785-5115  students  @cstutoring.com 

MATHEMATICS  TUTORING 

Calculus,  Linear  Algebra  etc.  -  private 
tutoring.  $16  for  one  and  a  half  hours, 
Marvin  Hersh.  416-534-3736.  (Have  and 
A  in  Math  157Y,  was  a  Math  TA,  am  very 
patient). 

CHEMISTRY  TUTOR 

U  of  T  Ph.D.,  with  teaching  experience 
will  offer  help  in  basic  chemistn,' 
courses.  416-398-6806. 

PROFESSIONAL  MATH  HELP 

Post-graduate  math  degree  plus  years 
of  teaching  and  tutoring  experience. 
All  levels.  Group  rates  available.  Quiet 
location  minutes  from  campus.  416- 
388-5789;  utmath@rogers.com 


EXPERT  PROFESSIONAL  COPY 
EDITOR  &  WRITING  COACH 

Academic  papers,  thesis,  and  articles. 
APA  style  a  specialty.  Mary  Ann  Carswell. 
Member,  Editor's  Association  of  Canada. 
416-469-6784.  mcarswell@sympatico.ca. 

ESSAY  HELP  -  RESEARCH  &  WRITING 

All  subjects,  including  Humanities, 
Business.  Philosophy  and  more...  Also: 
GRADUATE  SCHOOL  APPLICATIONS  for 
M.B.A.,  Law  School,  Teaching  degree... 
Call  416-753-8377 


VARSITY 

Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 

issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 
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Sports 
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Field  hockey  hopes  dashed 

Top-ranked  Blues  take  the  bronze 


byJYLLMALBEUF 


It  was  a  tournament  of  ups  and 
downs  for  tfie  number-one  ranked 
Varsity  Blues  field  fiockey  team  as 
they  floated  the  Ontario  University 
Athletics  (OUA)  championships 
this  weekend  at  Lamport  Stadium. 

In  Friday's  semi-final,  the  Blues 
faced  their  arch-rival,  the  defend- 
ing OUA  champions  and  third-seed- 
ed Waterloo  Warriors.  Although 
the  team  battled  fiercely  against 
Waterloo,  they  were  unable  to  grab 
any  scoring  opportunities,  driving 
the  game  into  a  nerve-wracking 
penalty  shootout. 

Despite  goals  by  Philippa  Kedgley 
and  Alex  Chacinski,  U  of  T  lost  5-4 
in  sudden  death  strokes.  The  loss 
forced  the  Blues  into  the  bronze 
medal  game  against  the  Queen's 
Golden  Gaels.  "The  defeat  is  unfor- 


tunate. It  just  plain  sucks,"  summed 
up  head  coach  Beth  Ali. 

Knowing  they  had  to  overcome 
adversity,  the  Varsity  Blues  stepped 
onto  the  cold  and  wet  turf  on  Sat- 
urday with  one  goal  in  mind — to 
leave  the  OUA  championships  with 
a  bronze  medal  finish. 

The  team  was  on  a  mission.  There 
was  no  chit  chat  or  fooling  around 
during  warm-up.  Silence  fell  on  the 
Blues  as  they  all  concentrated  on 
forcing  the  semi-final  out  of  their 
heads.  There  would  be  no  negativ- 
ity today— this  game  was  all  about 
confidence. 

The  first  half  of  play  turned  into  a 
scoreless  grudge  match,  with  very 
little  scoring  opportunities  from 
either  side.  Goalie  Sarah  Lipton 
made  a  fantastic  diving  save  at  10: 
14  against  a  Queen's  penalty  shot. 
Only  with  36  seconds  left  in  the 


half  did  the  game  break  down  for 
a  split  second  when  Blues  forward 
Kedgley  missed  her  breakaway  op- 
portunity. At  the  half,  the  game  was 
tied  0-0. 

Early  on  in  the  second  half,  rookie 
Amanda  Treacy  had  two  very  close 
scoring  chances  and  at  48  minutes 
into  the  game  Lipton  made  three 
huge  saves  in  a  row  to  keep  the 
score  at  a  0-0  tie.  Much  like  the 
first  half,  the  Blues  intensified  the 
pressure  with  seconds  to  go  as  for- 
ward Janet  French  missed  her  shot 
by  mere  inches.  It  was  once  again 
time  for  the  dreaded  sudden  death 
shootout. 

The  loss  in  overtime  against  Wa- 
terloo was  still  thick  in  the  team's 
mind  as  they  quickly  fell  behind 
1-0.  The  first  goal  would  be  the 
last  for  Queen's,  as  the  Blues  rose 
to  the  occasion.  First  and  second 


Foiled:  The  Blues  fall  to  Waterloo,  but  rally  to  beat  Queen's. 


team  OUA  all  stars  Kedgley  and 
Chacinski,  along  with  rookie  of  the 
year  Kristina  DoRosario,  overcame 
the  pressure  by  beautifully  netting 
all  three  of  their  shots.  Lipton  shut 
out  the  remaining  three  Queen's 
shooters. 
The  final  score  was  3-1,  Varsity 


Blues.  The  team  embraced  each 
other  excitedly  as  their  victory 
proved  they  could  overcome  defeat 
and  prevail  in  the  face  of  adversity. 
As  Sarah  Lipton  put  it,  "it  shows 
character  to  lose  a  semi-final  and  to 
win  a  bronze  medal;  it  shows  good 
things  for  next  year." 


Cross  country  comes  to  town 


OLYASANAKOEV 


Blues  cross  country  puts  in  a  strong  showing  on  their  home  turf. 


Squash  is  in  the  house 

Coventry  Cup  showcases  a  range  of  talent 


byYONGTAING  

This  past  Saturday,  Sunnybrook  park 
had  a  few  more  joggers  grace  its  field 
than  usual,  as  U  of  T  hosted  the  OUA 
Cross  Country  championships.  A 
night  of  light  rain,  which  had  left  the 
field  quite  soft,  made  for  brisk  condi- 
tions as  over  150  runners  from  across 
Ontario  traded  their  jeans  and  sweat- 
ers for  bibs  and  shorts. 

Bringing  the  field  to  life  were  hun- 
dreds of  families  and  friends  gath- 
ered in  support  of  the  runners.  Some 
ran  from  checkpoint  to  checkpoint 
to  urge  the  runners  on,  and  others 
painted  their  faces  with  school  let- 
ters. A  posse  from  Guelph  dressed 
in  cow  prints  and  rang  cow  bells  to 
show  their  spirit. 

The  championships  opened  with 
the  women's  5  km  race,  where  the 
seventh  ranked  Blues  were  trying 
to  defend  their  OUA  championship 
from  a  year  ago.  Though  this  year's 
Blues  lost  key  runners  from  last 
year's  squad,  including  All-Cana- 
dians Tambra  Dunn,  Jackie  Sandoz 
and  Elizabeth  Ben-Ishai,  the  team 
remained  competitive  all-season. 

But  despite  a  valiant  effort  from  U 
of  T,  the  women's  race  belonged  to 
Queen's.  The  Golden  Gaels  finished 
nine  points  ahead  of  second  place 
Western  on  the  strength  of  Beth 


TORONTO  2-WATERLOO  I 
by  AMANDA  OLSON  

Defying  Sunday's  grey  sky  and  the 
wet  conditions,  the  varsity  men's 
soccer  team  stepped  up  when  it 
counted  most  and  won  the  OUA 
quarterfinal  game  against  Water- 
loo. 

The  match  got  off  to  a  promis- 
ing start  when  Blues  team  captain 
Robert  Rupf  scored  within  the 
first  few  minutes  to  give  the  Blues 
the  early  lead.  The  goal  was  espe- 


Wightman's  17:08  first  place  finish- 
ing time.  The  Blues  would  have  to 
settle  for  fourth  place  behind  Guelph. 
Sandy  Wells  was  the  top  Blue,  finish- 
ing fifth  overall  at  a  time  of  18:13. 

In  the  men's  10  km  race,  Windsor's 
Ryan  McKenzie  lived  up  to  last  year's 
Canadian  Interuniversity  Sport  ath- 
lete of  the  year  title.  McKenzie,  who 
at  times  appeared  to  challenge  the 
mountain  bikers  pacing  the  race, 
blew  away  the  competition  with  an 
amazing  31:04  time.  More  impres- 
sively, Windsor  also  finished  second, 
third,  fourth  and  eighth,  for  a  total 
of  18  points  to  break  the  previous 


cially  charged  since  a  calf  injury 
almost  benched  the  captain  for 
the  important  game. 

Coach  John  Vidovich  applaud- 
ed Rupf's  courage  for  playing 
through  the  pain,  as  well  as  prais- 
ing the  rest  of  his  players'  impres- 
sive performance.  "It  was  our  best 
game  of  the  season — we  played 
with  more  intensity,  more  organi- 
zation, and  fewer  mistakes,"  said 
Vidovich. 

Keeper  Rob  "Bucce"  Bucciarelli 
agreed  with  his  coach,  summing 
up  the  game  and  the  team's  effort 


record  for  lowest  amount  of  points. 
The  previous  record  of  19  points  was 
set  by  Guelph  in  2000.  Guelph,  Water- 
loo, Queen's  and  Western  rounded 
out  the  top  five. 

The  U  of  T  men  finished  strong  in 
sixth  position.  With  a  mix  of  young 
and  old  runners,  the  Blues  were  led 
by  a  pair  of  second -year  students. 
Sprinting  across  the  finish  line  in 
17th  was  Trevor  Caldwell  and  in  29th, 
Chris  Van  Beurden.  And  not  far  be- 
hind was  first-year  student  Gabriel 
Jareduin  in  31st  place,  rounding  out  a 
promising  squad  of  younger  runners 
hoping  to  improve  for  next  year. 


as  "awesome."  The  second  and  go 
ahead  goal  was  scored  early  in 
the  first  half  by  Sean  Myers.  The 
dominated  Warriors  only  man- 
aged to  get  on  the  scoreboard  in 
the  last  few  minutes  of  the  game. 

Enthusiatic  supporters  with 
cowbells  and  posters  were 
on  hand  to  cheer  on  the  mud- 
streaked  Blues  and  join  them  in 
the  chants  of  "Olay,  Olay,  Olay" — 
showing  the  bad  weather  couldn't 
scare  off  the  fans  either. 

The  Blues  face  Queen's  in  the 
semi-finals  on  November  1st. 


by  DAVID  SILVERMAN  

In  an  exciting  best  of  five  final,  Caro- 
lyn Russell  almost  became  the  first 
woman  to  win  the  Coventry  Cup. 
Russell,  a  second-year  U  of  T  MBA 
student,  is  ranked  the  fourth  best 
squash  player  in  the  country.  This 
weekend,  at  Hart  House's  annual 
Coventry  Cup  squash  tournament, 
Russell  fell  just  short  of  walking 
away  with  the  title,  losing  the  fifth 
and  deciding  game  of  the  final 
match  to  first-year  student  Sean 
Hanna. 

Russell,  29  years  old  and  original- 
ly from  Winnipeg,  has  been  playing 
squash  for  19  years.  She  says  she 
only  started  playing  because  she 
had  so  much  energy  as  a  kid  that 
soccer  just  wasn't  enough.  Russell 
trains  six  times  a  week,  and  has  put 
that  energy  to  good  work. 

In  addition  to  being  part  of  the  U 
of  T  women's  team  that  took  home 
the  OUA  gold  last  year,  Russell  com- 
peted in  the  1998  and  2002  World 
University  Games,  won  a  silver 
medal  at  the  2003  Pan-Am  Games, 
and  took  home  the  gold  in  front  of 
her  hometown  at  the  1999  Pan-Am 
Games. 

As  part  of  the  Coventry  Cup  fes- 
tivities, Russell  also  took  part  in  an 
exhibition  match  against  Olga  Puig- 
demont  Sola,  Spain's  top-ranked  fe- 
male player.  Russell  easily  defeated 
Sola  three  games  to  none,  and  in 
doing  so  proved  that  the  Canadian 
women,  ranked  eighth  internation- 
ally, are  making  strides  to  catch  the 


SPORTS  BRIEF 


MOUNTAIN  BIKING 

The  U  of  T  mountain  biking  team 
ended  their  season  one  week  ago 
at  the  University  Cup  mountain  bike 
series  at  Bolar  Mountain  in  London. 
The  Blues  finished  with  excellent 


top-ranked  Australians. 

Sean  Hanna,  this  year's  Coventry 
Cup  winner,  had  his  work  cut  out 
for  him  facing  Russell.  But  he  came 
back  from  being  down  two  games, 
to  win  the  next  three  in  convincing 
fashion.  Hanna,  who  first  started 
playing  at  the  age  of  9  and  is  ranked 
in  Ontario,  is  a  welcome  addition  to 
U  of  T's  men's  team.  Another  new- 
comer, first-year  Arts  and  Science 
student  Jeff  Best,  won  the  consola- 
tion final  over  second-year  math 
student  Wyn  Ron  Choong  in  three 
straight  games.  Rookies  Hanna  and 
Best  will  try  and  carry  their  winning 
ways  into  the  regular  season,  which 
kicks  off  next  month. 

Although  many  of  the  45  partici- 
pants over  the  two-day  tournament 
are  varsity  players,  the  Coventry 
Cup  is  an  open  tournament  that  al- 
lows squash  players  of  all  ages  and 
skill-levels  to  compete.  Alan  Coven- 
try, whom  the  cup  is  named  after, 
was  an  avid  squash  player.  He  cre- 
ated the  event  to  promote  the  game. 
Coventry,  a  physics  professor,  lived 
in  Hart  House  and  held  the  first  Cov- 
entry Cup  in  1926.  Initially  the  Cup 
only  accepted  male  players,  and  not 
until  1976  did  the  format  change  to 
include  women  in  the  draw.  This 
year,  in  addition  to  10  women  play- 
ing in  the  open  bracket,  there  were 
two  women's  divisions. 

Now,  with  Russell  only  one  game 
away  from  winning  the  champion- 
ship match,  it  may  not  be  long  until 
a  woman  hoists  the  Coventry  Cup 
trophy. 


results  this  season,  including  a  first 
place  finish  for  Alana  Tintse  in  the 
women's  Sport  Division,  a  second 
place  win  in  the  men's  Sport  Divi- 
sion for  Alex  Bhogal,  while  Heather 
Gray  secured  third  in  the  women's 
Expert  Division.  Also,  the  entire  U 
of  T  team  proudly  finished  second 
in  the  overall  team  standings.-JYLL 
MALBEUF. 


Soccer  notches  up  first  playoff  win 
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Hot  in 
here:  Israel 
debate 
boils  over 
on  campus 
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by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Expression  Against  Oppression 
Week  started  off  with  a  bang  as 
two  intellectual  heavyweights 
went  toe  to  toe  over  Israel  on 
Monday. 

Controversial  American 
scholar  Norman  Finklestein  and 
Israeli  advocate  David  Olesker 
debated  the  Middle  Eastern 
hotspot  in  front  of  a  packed, 
politically-charged  audience  at 
the  Faculty  of  Music,  with  the 
question  period  often  deterio- 
rating into  a  screaming  match 
between  pro-Israeli  audience 
members  and  Finklestein. 

As  the  author  of  several 
books  on  Israel,  including  some 
that  assert  American  and 
Israeli  lobbies  are  "blackmail- 


ing" poor  European  countries 
for  Holocaust  reparations, 
Finklestein  never  backed  down 
from  his  beliefs  during  the 
event,  despite  the  often  tense 
atmosphere.  Born  in  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  both  of  Finklestein's 
parents  were  survivors  of 
the  Holocaust  in  the  Warsaw 
ghetto. 

In  addition  to  the  U  of  T  "Blue 
Crew,"  security  was  very  vis- 
ible, with  eight  campus  police 
officers  and  14  Metro  Toronto 
officers,  including  plainclothes 
officers,  in  attendance.  One 
anti-Finklestein  member  of 
the  audience  stormed  out  of 
the  talk  after  screeching  at  the 
speaker  from  his  seat. 

In  his  opening  remarks, 
Finklestein  went  through  the 
history  of  the  Israel-Palestine 


OLYASANKOEV 


Professor  Norman  Finklestein  talks  to  reporters  before  his  debate  with  David  Olesker  on  Monday. 


conflict,  and  what  he  saw 
as  a  "strike  when  the  iron  is 
hot"  policy  of  land  conquest 
during  war  times.  He  referred 
to  Israel  several  times  as  an 
"apartheid-like  regime,"  forc- 
ing Palestinians  into  "dense 
Arab  settlements."  Finklestein 
also  hammered  away  at  the 
fact  that  a  UN  resolution  on  the 
occupied  territories  has  been 
favoured  repeatedly  by  almost 
every  country  in  the  world.  In 
1989,  he  noted,  the  vote  was 
160-4.  "Besides  the  United 
States  and  Israel,  the  other  two 


nations  [Micronesia  and  the 
Marshall  Islands]  can  fit  in  the 
empty  seats  in  this  room,"  said 
Finklestein,  who  received  a 
round  of  laughter  and  applause 
for  the  witty  assessment.  He 
also  kept  the  mood  light  dur- 
ing his  remarks  by  joking  that 
moderator  Sue  Spratt  of  the 
Canadian  Auto  Workers  union 
"brought  back  memories  of 
my  late  mother,"  with  her  stern 
attitude,  much  to  the  amuse- 
ment of  both  the  audience  and 
Spratt.  Finklestein  was  not  so 
flippant  when  it  came  to  talking 


about  what  he  saw  as  Israel's 
inability  to  ratify  the  Saudi 
peace  proposal  which  was  ap- 
proved by  all  22  states  in  the 
Arab  League  several  years  ago. 
"The  only  obstacle  to  peace  is 
the  obstinancy  of  the  United 
States  and  Israel,"  he  stated  to 
thunderous  applause. 

David  Olesker  used  his 
opening  remarks  to  delve  into 
the  option  of  partition  in  the 
region,  instead  of  the  apart- 
heid and  expulsion  methods 
which  Finklestein  raised.  "If 
every  Arab  state  hadn't  voted 


against  partition,  the  indepen- 
dent Palestinian  state  would 
be  celebrating  its  55*  anni- 
versary," he  stated.  Olesker 
also  challenged  Finklestein's 
assessment  of  the  issue  coming 
down  to  Israel  regressing  to  the 
pre-1967  war  borders,  noting 
that  the  Palestinian  Liberation 
Organization  (PLO)  was  estab- 
lished in  1964,  "to  destroy  the 
pre-'67  borders." 

Along  with  the  constant 
threat  of  terrorism  inside  Is- 

See  ISRAEL  on  page  4 


KARA  DILLON 

Spooky  times:  An  ominous  full  moon  presides  over  Hart 
House  as  Halloween  approaches.  See  page  2. 


Provost  tables  future  education  plans 


by  NAOMI  FANCE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


At  a  town  hall  meeting  on 
Tuesday,  Provost  Shirley 
Neuman  fielded  ques- 
tions about  the  direction 
that  U  of  T  will  be  taking 
over  the  next  few  years. 
Students  and  faculty  were 
responding  to  the  vision 
for  the  university  outlined 
in  Stepping  Up:  2004-2010. 
The  white  papers  will 
go  to  Governing  Council 
in  December.  This  final 
town  hall  meeting  before 
the  end  of  the  consulta- 
tion process  on  the  Oct. 
30  was  a  chance  for  the 
university  community  to 
have  their  say. 

Neuman  began  with  a 
summary  of  Stepping  Up, 
which  included  things  like 
academic  plans  and  the 
development  in  priorities 
for  the  use  of  time,  ex- 


pertise, space  and  money. 
She  spoke  about  budget- 
ing and  all  of  the  new 
construction  on  campus, 
saying  that  the  university 
is  spending  money  on  cor- 
recting some  of  the  worst 
safety  problems,  such  as 
asbestos,  but  that  there 
is  a  huge  deferred  mainte- 
nance bill.  Neuman  called 
the  assumption  that  the 
university  is  spending 
huge  amounts  of  money 
on  construction  errone- 
ous, and  said  that  the 
university  hadn't  built 
anything  new  for  a  long 
time. 

The  majority  of  the  feed- 
back concerned  issues  of 
inclusiveness  and  com- 
munity. Many  of  the  town 
hall  attendees  stressed 
the  need  for  the  devel- 
opment of  greater  com- 
munity on  campus.  Some 
stressed  the  importance 


of  building  with  student 
groups  and  associations. 
Student's  Administrative 
Council  President  Ashley 
Morton  raised  the  point 
that  the  idea  of  bringing 
in  more  third  and  fourth 
year    students    into  the 


university  would  break  up 
the  university  experience. 
"This  sacrifices  student 
community,"  he  stated. 
Neuman  called  these  com- 
ments   worthwhile.  She 

SeePB0]  0S7^  onpage4 


Athletics  reps  crash 
forum 


by  AMANDA  OLSON 


A  few  dozen  unexpected 
guests  joined  Tuesday,  Oct. 
28's  open  meeting  on  the 
university  White  Paper  with 
a  specific  agenda  on  their 
minds:  athletics  and  recre- 
ation. 

The  White  Paper,  a  docu- 
ment entitled  Stepping  Up: 
2004-2010,  summarizes  the 
plan  for  U  of  T's  immediate 


future.  It  synthesizes  a  se- 
ries of  initial  drafts  called 
Green  Papers  that  a  year  ago 
began  gathering  the  opin- 
ions of  faculty,  students,  and 
others  with  a  vested  interest 
in  the  strategic  planning  of 
UofT's  academic  future. 

Russell  Field  and  Ted 
Norman,  both  Phys-Ed  grad 
students,     organized  the 

See  /  r;/iV  1/  on  page  14 
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campus.  The  Mastering  The  LSAT  program  begins  May  8  and  May  15. 
Weekend  Prep  for  Dec  and  Feb  starts  Nov,  8, 15,  21,  Jan.  17,  23. 


To  suscribe  to  the  Law  School  Bound 
email  newsletter,  email:  lawnews@prep.com 
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Frf,  7  Nov  2003,  8p 
FACULTY  ARTIST  SERIES 
Kiyoshi  Nagata  Ensemble 


Wed-Sat,  12-15  Nov  2003, 8p 
OPERA  DIVISION  PRESENTS 
Mozart:  Cosl  fan  tutte 


Acclaimed  Japanese  tail<o 
ensemble  perfonvs  signature 
works  in  thrilling  series  debut. 

'Nogaia's  tremendous  passion  and  discipline 
constantly  manifests  itself  in  mesmefaing 
performances'  -  Errol  Nazareth,  Toronto  Sun 

Walter  Hall 

$21  ($11  students) 


Free  Events 

Thu,  30  Oct  2003, 12:10p 
Music  and  Poetry 

Concert  excerpts  from 
ProkofleVs  War  and  Peace. 
Walter  Hall 

Wed,  5  Nov  2003, 8:30p 
Jazz@8:30 

Small  jazz  ensembles  in 
various  combinations. 
Walter  Hall 

Mon,  10  Nov  2003,  7p 
Lecture  by  Carl  Morey 

'Benjamin  Britten  and  the 
Crisis  of  Tradition" 
Walter  Hall 


A  masterpiece  exploring  love, 
intrigue  and  the  nature  of 
fidelity. 

Agnes  Crossmonn,  conductor 
Michael  P.  Aibano,  director 
Sung  in  itatian  with  English  surtltles 

MacMillan  Theatre 
$26  ($16  students) 

Moa  17  Nov  2003,  7p 

CHAMBER  MUSIC  SERIES 
NEXUS  Percussion  Ensemble 


with  special  guest 
Phil  Nimmons,  clarinet 

internationally  renowned 
percussion  group  performs 
music  by  Schickele,  Becker  and 
Hartenberger,  and  improvises 
with  legendary  jazz  clarinettist 
Phil  Nimmons. 

Walter  Hall 

$21  ($11  students) 


Edward  Johnson  Building  •  80  Queen's  Park 
BOX  OFFICE:  416-978-3744 


Halloween  Internet  hoax 
has  Christians  fuming 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  pre-Halloween  hoax  has  cam- 
pus Christians  in  no  mood  to 
celebrate  after  U  of  T's  public  af- 
fairs department  posted  an  event 
listing  entitled  "Burning  Down  the 
Cross." 

Purportedly  sponsored  by 
"Satan  worshippers,"  the  event 
was  to  take  place  at  U  of  T's 
Mississauga  campus  in  order  to 
"worship  the  devil  and  expel  the 
evil  jesus  from  our  society." 

The  Varsity  received  sev- 
eral complaints  about  the  event, 
which  fraudulently  claimed  to  be 
selling  tickets  out  of  the  Erindale 
College  Students  Union  office. 

ECSU  Clubs  Commissioner  Jon 
Lee  quickly  dispelled  any  notion 
that  ECSU  was  involved.  "There 
is  no  such  club,  obviously,"  noted 
Lee,  adding  that  because  the 
event  was  posted  on  a  free  stu- 
dent forum,  "unfortunately,  it's 
untraceable." 

For  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ 
Team  Director  Uche  Anizor,  the 
prank  hit  a  major  nerve.  "There's 
an  obvious  double-standard  of 
the  idea  of  tolerance,"  said  Ani- 
zor, adding  "if  someone  wanted 
to  bash  Islam,  people  would  go 
crazy."  Not  that  the  ruse  was 
too  hard  to  see  through.  "For 
someone  to  attack  Jesus  seems 
somewhat  absurd.  Plain  and  sim- 


ply from  a  perspective  of  morality 
and  love. ..there  is  no  'evil'  Jesus," 
said  Anizor. 

For  U  of  T  public  affairs,  the 
hoax  was  an  unfortunate  slip-up. 
"It  was  a  joke  and  we  don't  think  it 
was  a  very  funny  one,"  said  Bruce 
Rolston,  manager  of  Web  and  info 


services.  The  free  student  forum 
receives  approximately  50  posts 
a  week  notes  Rolston,  and  this  is 
the  first  time  someone  has  put  one 
over  on  them.  "What's  amazing  is 
that  this  has  never  happened  be- 
fore," he  notes,  adding  "we're  very 
sorry  if  this  hurt  anyone." 


Correction 

An  Oct.  9  article  about  Impact 
Services  stated  incorrectly 
that  Impact  began  as  a  union 
trade  service.  Impact  Services 
was  never  at  any  time  a  union. 
The  Varsity  regrets  the  error 


Pumpkin  time 


KARA  DILLON 

Andrea  Thompson  (1)  and  Holly  Hasted  (r)  cart  along  their 
pumpkins  for  the  pumpkin  carving  contest  at  University 
College  Wednesday  night.  See  the  winning  pumpkins  at  the 
Friday  night  Halloween  Bash  at  Diablos  from  9-2,  free  for  UC 
students  and  $5  for  others. 


A  great  Bookstore...  and  so  much  more! 


So  PABUiPUS 
fas  [?RIG^iENlNG! 

Friday  October  31st 

(Oct  29th  to  Oct  31st  at  UTSC  Bookstore  only) 

20%  off 

Books  •  Clothing  &  Gifts  •  Stationery* 
Pius  More  •  At  all  U  of  T  Bookstores 

(see  our  website  for  store  locations) 

comi  IN  co^mi  mm'miJ^im  day 

&  R6CEI\/E  AN  EXljRA  DlSCOUN*? 

Oiscouni  opplies  to  regularly  priced  and  in-slock  merchandise  only.  Exceptions  include:  textbooks,  medical  books,  computer  hardware  and 
software,  rings,  leather  jockets,  confertionery,  magazines,  postage,  web  orders  and  special  orders.  Other  exceptions  moy  apply. 


University  of  Toronto  Booicstore 


214  College  St.,  Toronto  pUofT. 
416)  978-7907  for  more  information  JSpOK 

www.uoftbooicstore.coiin  store 
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ON  THE  STREET 


Interviews  and  photographs  by  OLYA  SANKOEV 


What  are  your  most  memorable 
Halloween  costumes? 


My  costumes  were  pretty  stan- 
dard, clowns  and  such.  My  friend 
dressed  up  once  as  a  pizza  -  two 
hoola  hoops,  tied  together  and  put 
them  over  her  head. 
-Mary 

1st  year  Philosophy  Major. 


Best:  Cleopatra,  Worst:  Bag  lady. 
This  year  I'll  probably  be  someone 
from  Victorian  times. 
-Shanin 

5th  year  English. 


My  worst  and  funniest  costume 
was  Ghostbusters,  the  "original" 
version,  Egon.  1  was  six  years  old. 
-Vlad 

2nd  year  AI  and  Cognitive  Science. 


1  guess  the  worst  was  when  1  was 

a  ghost  and  my  mom  decided  to 

dress  me  in  garbage  bags — it  didn't 

look  anything  like  a  ghost.  1  was  10. 

-Michelle 

1st  year  Nursing. 


This  year  1  was  dressd  as  a  geisha. 
At  this  party  I  went  to,  however,  it 
turned  out  not  to  be  very  original, 
as  there  were  about  seven  other 
girls  dressed  as  geishas.  Also,  this 
year  there  is  a  trend  for  guys  to  be 
dressed  as  priests. 
-Natalia 

4th  year  History  Major. 


My  friend  dressed  as  a  Cowboy 
Mummy  -  it  was  a  hybrid  costume, 
with  bandages  and  such.  He  put 
a  sausage  down  his  pant  leg,  and 
when  people  asked  him  how  he 
died,  he  said  he  was  "hung".  This 
year  I'll  be  a  Latino  Gansger. 
-Evan 

2nd  year  English. 


Scholar  links  religions  through  similarities 


bySUMAYYAH  HUSSEIN 


A  diverse  crowd  of  nearly  200  people 
gathered  last  Thursday  evening 
to  discover  how  Islam  is  related  to 
other  religions — particularly  Juda- 
ism and  Christianity — in  a  lecture 
entitled  "Abraham,  Moses  and  Jesus 
in  the  Islamic  Tradition."  The  lecture, 
held  in  the  Mechanical  Engineer- 
ing building,  was  organized  by  the 
Muslim  Students'  Association  at  U  of 
T's  St.  George  campus  as  part  one  of 
their  year-long  Discover  Islam  Lecture 
Series. 

Dr.  Jamal  Badawi,  guest  speaker 
at  the  event,  frequent  participant  in 
interfaith  dialogue,  and  professor  in 
the  departments  of  Religious  Stud- 
ies and  Management  at  St.  Mary's 
University  in  Halifax,  presented  the 
Islamic  perspective  on  three  figures 
traditionally  seen  as  significant  only 
to  Jews  and  Christians. 

Asked  what  the  MSA  hoped  to 
achieve  through  the  series.  Outreach 
Coordinator  and  organizer  of  the 
event  Asma  Maryam  Ali  said  they 
want  the  campus  community  to  "un- 
derstand that  Islam  is  something  that 
is  very  relevant  to  their  lives,"  and,  in 
particular  reference  to  the  lecture, 
"very  much  a  part  of  Western  history 
and  tradition." 

Badawi  provided  an  in-depth  com- 
parison of  the  life  stories  of  Abraham, 
Moses  and  Jesus,  addressing  both 
the  similarities  and  differences  in  the 
Biblical  and  Qur'anic  representations 
of  the  prophetic  figures. 

Badawi  began  the  lecture  by  saying 
Muslims  believe  prophets  serve  two 
functions:  they  communicate  God's 
message  to  their  people,  often  in 
the  form  of  scripture — of  which  the 
Qur'an  is  believed  to  be  the  final — 
and  exemplify  that  message  in  their 
behaviour.  From  the  Islamic  perspec- 
tive, he  said,  all  prophets  came  with 
the  same  basic  message,  which  is  to 
believe  in  one  supreme  God  who  has 
no  associates  and  to  commit  oneself 
to  serving  God.  That  is  why,  said 
Badawi,  all  prophets  are  considered 
to  be  Muslims — a  term  which  literally 
means  "those  who  submit." 

The  importance  of  Abraham,  said 
Badawi,  lies  in  his  position  as  ances- 
tor of  both  Jews  and  Arabs,  since  the 
former  descended  from  his  son  Isaac 
and  the  latter — of  which  Muhammad 
is  a  member — from  his  son  Ishmael. 
Badawi  pointed  out  that,  in  both  the 
Qur'an  and  the  Bible,  God  promises 
to  bless  the  progeny  of  Abraham.  He 
also  noted  that  the  Ka'bah  in  Mecca 
was  originally  built  by  Abraham  and 
Ishmael. 

The  speaker  then  related  the 
Qur'an's  take  on  the  life  of  Moses.  He 
said  that  claims  that  Islam  is  anti-Se- 
mitic are  unfounded,  citing  that  Mo- 
ses' name  is  mentioned  in  the  Qur'an 
more  times  than  Muhammad's,  and 
that  the  Qur'an  describes  the  Torah 
as  containing  "guidance  and  light." 

In  his  discussion  of  Jesus,  Badawi 
said  that  Muslims  believe  neither 
in  the  concept  of  original  sin  nor 
the  crucifixion  of  Jesus,  but  that 
"whether  Jesus  was  crucified  or  not, 
it  makes  no  theological  difference 
to  Muslims."  Although  the  Qur'an 
describes  Jesus'  miraculous  birth 
and  miracles  he  performed  by  God's 
permission,  he  said,  it  clearly  ne- 
gates the  idea  of  the  Trinity.  He  went 
further  to  say  Jesus  never  claimed  he 
was  divine,  and  that  all  instances  of 
this  in  the  Bible  can  be  alternately 
interpreted. 

Badawi  also  argued  that  the  com- 
ing of  Prophet  Muhammad  is  proph- 
esied several  times  in  the  Bible. 

Despite  the  sometimes  contro- 
versial content  of  the  lecture,  the 


audience  seemed  to  enjoy  the  pre- 
sentation and  were  full  of  questions 
ranging  from  the  Islamic  perspective 
on  the  second  coming  of  Jesus  and 
the  authenticity  of  the  Bible  to  Islam's 
view  of  polytheistic  belief  systems. 

Memona  Hossain,  a  student  vol- 
unteer involved  in  selling  books  at 
the  event,  remarked  that  attendees 
showed  interest  in  the  available  ma- 
terial, particularly  the  English  trans- 
lation of  the  Qur'an,  Jesus:  A  Prophet 
of  Islam,  Badawi's  Gender  Equity  in 
Islam,  and  Maurice  Bucaille's  The 
Bible,  the  Qur'an  and  Science. 

All  said,  "I  think  the  speaker  was 
warmly  received,  and  people  found 
that  it  was  a  fairly  academic  discus- 
sion of  religion,  which  is  (usually)  a 
very  subjective  topic." 

One    audience    member,  Luisa 


Hohagen,  37,  said  Badawi's  presenta- 
tion was  a  confirmation  of  her  own 
beliefs.  Raised  as  a  Catholic,  she  said 
she  always  believed  in  one  God  but 
was  confused  about  the  status  of  Je- 
sus. "I  believe  in  Jesus  like  a  prophet, 
not  like  a  god,"  she  said.  "Religion 
should  be  easy  to  understand." 

At  the  end  of  the  day,  Badawi 
hoped  that  despite  the  "significant 
areas  of  difference"  in  the  accounts  of 
the  prophets,  the  audience  would  see 
the  many  commonalities  between 
the  three  Abrahamic  faiths,  which 
he  finds  act  as  a  "unifying  element" 
between  Judaism,  Christianity  and 
Islam. 

According  to  Ali,  the  next  event, 
to  be  held  on  November  6,  will  be  a 
seminar  entitled  "Female  Activism 
and  Leadership  in  Islam." 


uuorld 


change  your 

Vancouver  $298 

New  York  $188 

London  $439 

Tokyo  $925 

Fare  is  round  trip  from  Toronto.  Subject  to  change  and  avarlability. 
Tax  not  included.  Restrtciions  and  blackouts  apply. 


200  Bloor  St   (416)  925.5800 
258B  College  Sbneet  (416)  593.7240^ 


8C  Peg  26664 


exciting  things  ape  happening  @ 

www.sdatnavel.ca 


STA  033311 


WE'VE  BEEN  THERE. 


onLine    »    on  the  PHone    »    on  cnmpu/    »    on  the  /TReeT 


SOCIAL  JUSTICE  COMMIHEE  AT  HART  HOUSE 


Join  other  students  and  community  members  for  a  hands-on  cooking 
lesson  with  practical,  affordable  recipes  and  the  opportunity  to  share 
a  meal  together.  Students  also  get  a  meal  to  take  home. 
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rael,  Olesker  also  talked  about  how 
that  hatred  is  spreading  worldwide, 
specifically  referring  to  the  murder 
of  American  journalist  Daniel  Pearl  in 
Pakistan.  "They  make  his  confess  on 
camera,  'I  am  a  Jew,  son  of  a  Jewess,' 
and  then  they  slit  his  throat,"  said  a 
solemn  Olesker. 

Sporting  a  beard  and  a  traditional 
Jewish  yarmulke,  Olesker  then  added 
"Take  a  look  at  me,  guys.  How  long 
do  you  think  I'd  last  on  the  streets  of 
Damascus?" 

Olesker  closed  out  his  speech  by 
noting  that  Israel  is  the  only  demo- 
cratic nation  in  the  Middle  East,  and 


that  he  believes  an  entire  generation 
of  children  are  being  brainwashed  by 
groups  such  as  Hamas  to  be  suicide 
bombers.  "Is  11  years  old  too  young? 
Twelve?  You're  talking  about  kids 
being  educated  to  blow  up,  not  grow 
up,"  said  Olesker,  who  also  received  a 
resounding  round  of  applause. 

The  question  period  followed,  with 
audience  members  from  all  points  of 
the  political  spectrum  asking  about 
some  very  tough  issues. 

When  asked  if,  as  a  Jew,  Finklestein 
thought  he  could  survive  without  the 
Jewish  state  of  Israel,  he  responded 
by  saying  "To  be  perfectly  frank,  I've 
never  thought  of  Israel  as  aiding  my 
ability  to  survive."  Olesker  countered 


by  surmising  that  if  Israel  had  been 
created  20  years  earlier  (then  in  1948), 
many  Jews  might  have  found  safe  ha- 
ven from  the  Holocaust. 

Living  up  to  his  billing,  Finklestein 
shocked  many  crowd  members  by 
remarking  "I  feel  perfectly  safe  [in  the 
occupied  territories],  except  from  Is- 
raeli soldiers."  This  comment  sparked 
one  of  the  many  shouting  matches 
during  the  period  between  himself 
and  members  of  the  audience.  Anoth- 
er fiery  assertion  of  Finklestein's  was 
that  "The  problem  is  not  Jews  living  in 
an  Arab  country,  it's  Jews  controlling 
all  the  land  in  an  Arab  country." 

Olesker  also  rejected  claims  that  the 
Israeli  army  is  heavy-handed,  simply 


because  they  outgun  the  Intifada. 
"There's  a  weird  kind  of  moral  calcu- 
lus going  on  here,"  he  said.  "Simply 
because  you  have  the  ability  to  defend 
yourself,  doesn't  mean  you  can't  be 
threatened." 

Olesker  also  took  a  recent  UN  con- 
ference on  racism  in  Durban  to  task, 
noting  that  African  nations  which  still 
trade  human  slaves,  such  as  Sudan, 
were  not  mentioned  at  all,  while  the 
entire  conference  was  devoted  to 
needling  Israel.  "I  find  it  offensive," 
he  noted. 

As  the  night  wore  down,  Finklestein 
took  time  to  address  his  own  notori- 
ety, offering  a  metaphor  to  explain  his 
beliefs.  "What  would  you  say  about  a 


historian  who  tried  to  explain  why  the 
Apaches  killed  Europeans  who  came 
to  North  America?" 

The  evening  ended  rather  poignant- 
ly with  Olesker  pleading  for  Israeli  op- 
ponents to  stop  using  the  term  "nazis" 
to  refer  to  his  people.  He  noted  that 
even  the  most  hated  and  corrupt  re- 
gimes of  recent  times,  such  as  Saddam 
Hussein's  Iraqi  government,  are  never 
referred  to  as  nazis,  because  as  he  re- 
vealed, "calling  Jews  'nazis'  hurts." 

Olesker  also  sent  out  a  call  to  all  U 
of  T  students  to  use  the  campus  as  a 
place  for  interfaith  dialogue.  "Break 
out  of  the  sterile  repetitions  of  slo- 
gans...you  have  a  chance  to  make  a 
difference,  don't  blow  it," 


Faculty  association  welcomes  new  universities  minister 


bvCANDICEDEBI  

The  fate  of  our  schools  lies  in  one 
woman's  hands.  M.P.P  Mary  Anne 
Chambers  was  named  the  new 
Minister  of  Training,  Colleges  and 
Universities  by  Premier  Dalton  Mc- 
Guinty. 

Chambers,  a  former  senior  vice- 
president  of  Scotiabank,  is  also  a  U 
of  T  graduate.  In  fact,  she  was  the 
former  vice-chair  of  the  Govern- 
ing Council  at  U  of  T  in  which  she 
worked  to  implement  policies  that 
guaranteed  students  with  insuffi- 
cient financial  resources  the  ability 
to  study  at  the  university.  Dubbed 
as  the  "banker  with  a  heart"  by  the 
Toronto  Star,  Chambers  has  had  a 
warm,  if  not  desperate,  welcome  by 
many  universities. 

OCUFA  (Ontario  Confederation 
of  University  Faculty  Association) 
who  works  to  represent  Ontario's 
institutions  and  some  12,000  profes- 
sors, says  they  are  looking  forward 
to  their  new  Liberal  partner.  When 


asked  what  life  was  like  during  the 
eight  plus  years  of  Conservative 
reign,  OCUFA  Executive  Director 
Henry  Mandelbaum  said,  "universi- 
ties have  suffered  financially  for  a 
long  time  but  this  [Tory]  govern- 
ment took  this  to  a  new  low." 

Before  Chambers  was  Tory  minis- 
ter Diane  Cunningham,  described  by 
Mr.  Mandelbaum  as  a  tragic  charac- 
ter who  "really  cared  about  schools, 
but  unfortunately  was  working  for 
a  government  who  didn't  seem  to 
care  about  universities  at  all."  Such 
was  the  case  during  Cunningham's 
successful  fight  in  creating  the  Uni- 
versity Of  Ontario  Institute  Of  Tech- 
nology in  Durham  region,  which  was 
done — according  to  OCUFA — at  the 
most  expensive  route. 

The  Tory  government  has  left 
universities  thirsty  for  financial  sup- 
port. Universities  have  spent  most 
of  the  last  eight  years  fighting  the 
government  for  more  funding.  Un- 
der the  Conservative  government, 
university  funding  was  cut  by  $50 


million.  Universities  became  pitted 
against  each  other  as  the  former 
Tory  minister  focused  on  allowing 
colleges  of  arts  and  technology  to 
grant  applied  degrees  in  order  to 
pave  the  way  for  the  privatization 
of  postsecondary  education.  In  fact, 
OCUFA  released  a  report  grading 
each  party  platform's  ability  to  meet 
the  needs  of  universities,  giving  the 
conservatives  a  D,  the  Liberals  a  B- 
and  the  highest  grade  of  a  B  going 
to  the  NDP 

So  what  difference  will  the  Liberal 
government  make  in  our  universi- 
ties? 

According  to  OCUFA,  students  will 
be  the  first  ones  to  feel  the  change. 
To  solve  the  messy  situation  left  by 
the  Conservatives,  Liberals  have 
promised  to  create  50,000  more 
spaces  for  students  which  would 
allow  the  institutions  to  hire  more 
staff.  They  are  also  proposing  to 
freeze  tuition  for  two  years,  improve 
student  financial  aid,  and  increase 
graduate  enrollment  by  50  per  cent. 


However,  in  light  of  these  hope- 
ful promises,  OCUFA  still  fears  the 
replay  of  their  financial  struggle. 
According  to  Mandelbaum,  he  says 
"there  are  still  some  parts  of  the 
Liberal  platform  that  we  don't  feel 
will  go  through  as  smoothly  as  pro- 
posed by  the  Liberal  party.  The  first 
is  tuition  freeze.  The  Liberal  party  is 
claiming  that  money  lost  from  the 
tuition  freeze  will  be  revenue  neu- 
tral, which  means  there  will  be  an 
increase  in  government  funding..." 
but  OCUFA  is  nervous  about  this 
actually  materializing  since  the  Lib- 
eral platform  gives  no  specifics  on 
how  this  will  be  done.  Mandelbaum 
explains  that  universities  are  most 
concerned  with  enhancing  their  aid 
and  they  will  have  to  wait  to  see  how 
the  Liberals  handle  this. 

Universities  are  desperately  seek- 
ing a  government  that  will  listen  to 
their  concerns.  With  the  turnover  of 
power  for  Ontario,  only  time  will  tell 
if  this  government  will  be  able  to  live 
up  to  its  hopes. 


PROVOST-^ ^Zmmmi  from  page  I 

found  the  2003  orientation  to 
be  especially  successful.  "We 
were  able  to  bring  a  bit  more  of 
the  intellectual  life  to  orienta- 
tion this  year,"  she  commented 
in  relation  to  the  absence  of 
alcohol. 

There  was  discussion  of  part- 
time  students,  who  some  felt 
had  been  marginalized.  Oth- 
ers were  wondering  about  the 
processes  that  would  be  put 
in  place  to  address  under-rep- 
resentation  of  Aboriginal  and 
Caribbean  students.  Neuman 
referred  to  the  equity  section 
of  the  plan  and  promised  that, 
"you  won't  find  a  stronger  state- 
ment in  any  other  North  Ameri- 
can university."  One  student 
suggested  that  new  residences 
have  different  floors  devoted 
to  certain  religions.  Neuman 
emphasized  the  importance  of 
diversity  in  higher  education. 
"We  shouldn't  come  to  univer- 
sity to  sequester  ourselves  with 
our  own  kind,"  she  noted. 


U  of  Ts  Student  Administrative  Council 

presents,  as  a  part  of 
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.  Peace  In  Israel 

"Relentless  is  a  clear-headed, 
fact-based,  and  shattering  tour 
through  the  complex  forces  that  have 
shaped  the  Israeli-Palestinian  conflict. " 
-  Margaret  Wente,  The  Globe  and  Mail 


Wednesday  Nov.  5,  7:00  PM 
Sandford  Fleming  building  roonn  1106 


10  King's  College  Rd.  For  a  campus  map,  go  to  http://www.osm-utoronto.ca/map/ 


HOLOCAUST  EDUCATION  WEEK 

NOVEMBER  3'"'  ■  NOVEMBER  7^",  2003 

This  week  is  dedicated  to  the  remembrance  of  the  victims  of  the  Holocaust 
The  theme  this  year  is  The  Heroes  of  the  Holocaust 


MONDAY  NOVEMBER  3^^D  12-1  PM  -  UC  240  

A  lecture  by  PhD  Candidate  in  Holocaust  history, Valerie  Herbert,  on  Women's  Experience  in  the  Holocaust. 
Co-sponsored  by  the  Department  of  Women  and  Gender  Studies 


MONDAY  NOVEMBER  3^  7  PM 


Bahen  Centre,  30  St.  George  Street,  Room  1 1 70 

Reflection  of  the  Holocaust  in  Hungary,  60  years  after  the  war.  Professor  L.  Braham 

TUESDAY  NOVEMBER  4TH  wi  PM  

Hart  House  music  room 

A  tribute  to  the  Heroes.  A  campus  wide  ceremony  to  honour  and  remember  instances  of  heroism  of  those 
during  the  trying  times  of  the  Holocaust 

THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  6™  12  NOON 

FRIDAY  NOVEMBER/^"  12  NOON  

Porch  of  Sid  Smith 

5th  Annual  24  hour  Reading  of  the  Names. 

This  ceremony  Is  done  to  remember  those  who  perished  in  the  Holocaust.  Two  survivors  will  be  speaking 
during  the  event:  Alex  Levin  on  November  6th  at  1 2Pm,  and  Nechamia  Wurman  on  November  7th  at  1 2PM. 


This  event  is  sponsored  by  Hillel,  AEPI,  and  S.A.C. 

If  you  are  interested  in  reading  names,  please  sign  up  on  the  roster  in  Sid  Smith, 
or  e-mail  uoftholocaustedweek@hotmail.com 


"THE  HERO  IS  COMMONLY  THE  SIMPLEST  AND  OBSCUREST  OF  MEN"  -THOREAU 


AEn 


students'a'dministrativecoLiiicll 


The  events  this  week  are  being  sponsored  by  Hillel  and  S.A.C.  •  Please  come  to  participate 
For  more  information,  please  e-mail  uoftholocaustedweek@hotmail.com 
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It's  Halloween  peeps,  so  get 
your  nasty  self  in  gear 


by  TRAVIS  CAMPBELL,  with 
illustrations  by  SANDRA  KING 

Hey  remember  the  times  when  your 
costumes  weren't  motivated  by  being 
slutty  or  trying  to  impress  the  shit  out 
of  some  girl  by  showing  how  clever  or 
lazy  you  are? 

"What  about  a  slutty  barber,  that's 
great!  I  can  wear  fishnets,  and  a 
thong...  I  never  wear  thongs,  they  go 
right  up  my  butt  all  the  time."  And 
the  girls  get  all  drunk  at  like  the  Cat's 
Eye  or  Fez  Batik  and  forget  how  to  get 
home — you  know,  'cause  they  live  in 
res,  and  are  all  free  and  stuff,  'cause 
Halloween  is  the  one  time  they  let  all 
this  odd  sexual  frustration  out. 

Then  there  are  the  dudes  with  their 
three  degrees  of  costume.  Degree  one 
is  composed  of  the  pussies  who  are 
too  scared  to  dress  up,  "cause  that's 
for  homos  and  chicks;"  but  still  go 
out  to  clubs  and  leer  at  the  girls  with 
little  clothing  on,  whose  nipples  are 
little  rocks  'cause  they're  outside  with 
nothing  on  and  Halloween  happens  in 
WINTER.  But  shit,  imagine  if  it  hap- 
pened in  the  summer — I'm  convinced 
each  of  us  would  be  born  nine  months 
after  summer  Halloween. 

Then  there's  degree  two:  so  many 
guys  go  as  pimps,  or  priests,  or  off 
duty  pornstars  in  a  pathetic  attempt 
at  creating  a  sexual  dialogue  with  the 
slutty  barber.  Ugh.  Enough  of  that.  It's 
weak  and  embarrassing. 

Then  there's  degree  three — those 
hombres  that  clever  the  fuck  out 
of  their  costume,  like  they're  some 
famous  semiotician.  Then  they  have 
to  explain  it  to  everyone  and  get  re- 
ally irritated  when  the  43rd  person 
doesn't  get  it.  They  roll  their  eyes  and 
complain  to  their  girlfriends  all  night. 

How  about  a  return  to  the  innocent 
candy  eating?  Going  to  bed  at  nine 
because  at  eight  years  old  a  night  of 
walking  around  your  townhouse  com- 
plex will  leave  you  all  sugar  high  and 
burned  out. 


Exhibit  A:  Trick- or-treaters  on  the  half-shell 


Do  you  remember  the  Halloween 
costumes  when  you  a  kid?  That  was 
when  Halloween  truly  mattered.  Kids 
got  their  costumes  weeks  before,  and 
wore  them  the  whole  week  leading 
up  to  the  31st.  They  held  in  their  pee 
because  they  didn't  want  to  take  the 
costume  off,  and  in  some  unfortunate 
instances  a  typhoon  of  urine  started 
to  leak  out  of  Spiderman's  one-piece. 

I  remember  the 
glorious  costumes  of 
yesteryear  like  they 
were  tattoos  on  some 
hot  chick's  bod. 

But  seriously.  1  remember  the  glori- 
ous costumes  of  yesteryear  like  they 
were  tattoos  on  some  hot  chick's 
bod. 

In  case  some  of  you  turdlingers 
can't  remember  grade  two,  we've  in- 
cluded pictures. 

If  you'll  divert  your  eyes  to  exhibit  A, 
there  were  at  least  40  Teenage  Mutant 
Ninja  Turtles  in  my  grade  two  class. 
Some  were  clearly  made  by  mom, 
others  emblematic  of  BiWay  steez. 
All  consisted  of  a  little  thing  called 
awesome — ^Turtle  Power,  Cowabunga 
Dudes!  I'd  say  that  for  the  boys  it  was 


Exhibit  C:  Hhip-hop  Halloween 


toss  up  between  Michelangelo  (the 
party  dude)  or  Raphael  (the  one  with 
issues)  for  illest  turtle. 

The  greatest  costume  known  on 
planet  Earth  was  this  porker  kid  in  my 
first  junior  kindergarten  class.  He  went 
as  a  Spaghetti-0. 1  guess  his  mom  or 
dad  or  his  dad's  or  mom's  life  partner 
worked  at  Heinz.  Check  out  exhibit  B. 
If  you  look  closely,  the  costume  was  in- 
flatable. It  was  the  same  stuff  a  beach 
ball  is  made  of,  which  only  accentu- 
ated his  girth.  Fat  kids  were  always  the 
coolest  for  a  brief  period,  when  the 
other  kids  realized  they  were  always 
packed  with  snacks. 

But  1  digress.  Bart  Simpson  was  a 
popular  gent  among  the  nine-year-old 
set.  None  of  them  little  puss  buckets 
could  get  it  right.  The  colours  were 
way  off  and  the  hair  (or  spiky  skin)  is 
too  hard  to  duplicate.  They  ended  up 
looking  really  thin  and  more  like  just 
some  kids  in  their  own  clothes. 

Okay,  set  your  flux- capacitors  to 
1.21  gigawatts,  and  back  to  2003.  Some 
amazing  costumes  floating  out  there 
are  those  that  mean  something.  For 
instance,  with  the  recent  passing  of  a 
hip-hop  legend,  Mr.  Jam  Master  Jay 
(his  decks  spin  no  more,  RIP  JMJ),  and 
getting  your  super-fly  crew  to  sport 
the  whole  Run  DMC  old  rappers  look. 
Then  there's  Snoop  Dog;  and  if  you're 
not  down  with  that  conscience  shit, 
NWA  is  always  available.  So  are  the 
Beasties.  Eighties  pop  stars  are  pretty 
hype — all  the  ladies  might  want  to 
deck  out  in  Cyndi  Lauper,  or  Madonna 
during  the  virgin  phase,  or  the  perma- 
nently wicked  Pat  Benatar. 

Spicolli  from  Fast  Times  at  Ridge- 
mount  High  is  another  hot  item  for 
this  year's  Halloween  digs. 

Last  minute  costumes  are  a  tough 
thing  to  pull  off  well,  but  with  the  right 
mix  of  relative  deprivation  and  creativ- 
ity you  could  be  a  toilet  paper  mummy. 
Just  take  a  minute  to  wrap  yourself  up 
in  an  empty  bathroom.  When  in  doubt, 
borrow  your  roommate's  clothes  and 
go  as  him  or  her. 


LETTERS 


Speaker's 
views  not 
hateful 

Re:  Speaker's  views  hateful 
(Oct.  23) 

As  an  organizer  for  the  Norman 
Finkelstein  event  put  together  by 
SAC,  and  as  a  Jewish  student  on 
campus  1  find  Michael  Goldfarb's 
accusations  that  Mr.  Finkelstein 
trivializes  the  Holocaust  purpose- 
fully misleading. 

Firstly,  Norman  Finkelstein  is 
the  son  of  two  Holocaust  survivors 
and  lost  family  and  friends  be- 
cause of  the  violence  of  the  Nazis 
in  Germany.  Since  his  youth  he  has 
been  a  sympathizer  of  the  Palestin- 
ian cause,  disgusted  by  the  illegal 
occupation  of  territories  by  Israel 
and  the  terror  and  humiliation 
inflicted  against  Palestinians  on  a 
daily  basis.  In  his  most  controver- 
sial book,  The  Holocaust  Industry, 
which  Mr.  Goldfarb's  misrepre- 
sents in  one  of  his  quotes,  Finkel- 
stein is  critical  that  the  Holocaust 
and  the  memory  of  his  parents 
has  been  exploited  to  bolster  the 
political  support  of  Israel.  He  does 
NOT  belittle  the  historical  event 
that  affected  his  childhood  so 
much. 

Alex  Kerner 

Former  SAC  President,  2001-2002 


Exhibit  B:  Mr.  Spagetti-O 


Trent  vents 

Re:  Editorial:  Flawed  report  no 
reason  to  be  smug  (Oct  23) 


I  came  across  your  editorial 
referring  to  the  recent  Globe  and 
Mail  report  on  post-secondary 
education,  and  1  felt  compelled  to 
respond. 

I  am  a  student  at  Trent  University. 
I  agree  that  the  survey  was  flawed.  I 
do,  however,  take  exception  to  your 
comments  regarding  Trent.  You 
suggested  that  it  is  laughable  that 
the  report  favoured  Trent  while  U 
of  T  ranked  near  the  bottom.  What 
your  editorial  doesn't  take  into 
account  is  that  comparing  the  two 
universities  is  impossible.- 

While  U  of  T  has  an  excellent 
research  and  graduate  studies  port- 
folio, Trent's  strength  is  its  small 
environment.  While  U  of  T  ranks 
near  the  top  for  technology  and 
library  holdings,  Trent  will  always 
rank  near  the  top  for  professors 
who  are  experts  in  their  field  AND 
are  superb  and  committed  teach- 
ers. This  is  one  of  the  reasons  why 
Maclean's  loves  us,  too.  As  students 
from  different  universities,  we  need 
to  stand  together  to  challenge  the 
assumptions  of  all  reports  and  sur- 
veys that  refuse  to  recognize  and 
applaud  the  diversity  within  the 
post-secondary  education  sector. 

In  my  opinion,  your  editorial 
missed  the  most  important  point 
of  all — the  same  forces  that  are 
decreasing  the  quality  of  educa- 
tion at  U  of  T  are  hurting  Trent  as 
well.  We're  fighting  the  same  tuition 
increases,  crumbling  infrastruc- 
ture, and  indifferent  administrators 
in  Peterborough  as  you  are  fighting 
in  Toronto.  In  this  climate,  none  of 
us  can  afford  to  be  smug.  As  all  of 
our  institutions  fall  prey  to  the  ho- 
mogenizing and  corporatizing  force 
that  is  mutilating  our  universities,  it 
is  important  that  we  stand  together 
to  fight  for  quality  post-secondary 
education — instead  of  slagging 
each  other  in  our  respective  cam- 
pus newspapers. 

Marisa  Barnhart 


The  l^ars/fy  welcomes  letters 
from  our  readers.  Send  letters 
(250  words  max.)  with  your 
name  &  phone  number  to. 

opinions@thevarsity.ca 

Opinions  submissions  are 
also  welcome. 
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Who's 


Checking  in  on  campus  saf 


byBRONWYNKIENAPPLE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Daylight  savings  time  may  mean 
you  got  to  sleep  in,  but  it  also 
means  earlier,  darker  nights. 
It's  at  this  time  of  year  that  students 
become  more  concerned  about 
walking  home  from  that  6-9  p.m. 
class.  Should  we  be  worried?  U  of  T 
Police  Staff  Sergeant  Sam  D'Angelo 
and  Community  Safety  Coordinator 
Caroline  Rabbat  took  the  Varsity  on 
a  walkthrough  of  St.  George  campus 
to  look  at  some  of  the  safety  features 
of  the  university  and  also  to  identify 
some  of  its  problems. 

D'Angelo  and  Rabbat  were  quick 
to  point  out  the  work  U  of  T  has 
been  doing  to  increase  safety.  For 
D'Angelo,  technology  is  the  most 
important  improvement.  Video 
cameras,  alarm  responses  and  ac- 
cess control  have  all  helped  police 
to  monitor  campus  buildings.  But 
wait:  what  video  cameras?  D'Angelo 
assures  me,  that  they  are  only  in 
underground  parking  garages  and 
at  the  new  student  residence  at  89 
Chestnut,  where  the  cameras  were 
pre-installed. 

Outside,  technology  is  represent- 
ed by  the  call  boxes  scattered  across 
campus.  Call  boxes  are  hands-free 
telephones  that  connect  directly  to 
the  U  of  T  police  office  at  the  press 
of  a  button. 

One  hundred  and  forty  dot  the 
dark  zones  of  campus.  Pay  phones 
at  the  university  can  also  be  used  to 
dial  the  U  of  T  police  free  of  charge. 

The  call  boxes  may  be  fancy,  but 
according  to  D'Angelo,  no  one  re- 


ally uses  them.  "They're  used  very, 
very  rarely,"  said  D'Angelo.  "I  can't 
remember  the  last  time  it  was  used 
for  an  actual  emergency."  Even  crank 
calls  are  at  a  minimum.  Walksafer, 
on  the  other  hand,  gets  about  20-25 
calls  a  week.  The  program,  which  the 
U  of  T  police  also  run,  sends  teams  of 
volunteers  to  walk  students  through 
campus. 


But  back  to  the  call  boxes.  Aren't 
they  just  replacing  a  more  thor- 
ough police  presence  on  campus? 
D'Angelo  disagreed.  "We  have  also 
increased  our  police  compliment," 
he  said.  "We  can't  be  everywhere 
all  the  time.  Technology  has  to  play 
a  role."  Call  boxes  make  people  feel 
safer,  he  argued,  and  many  of  them 
have  been  installed  at  the  request 


of  students.  For  example,  in  Robarts 
library  there  are  now  call  boxes  on 
every  floor  due  to  student  demand. 

Rabbat's  department  also  does 
their  bit  through  regular  meetings 
with  students,  staff  and  faculty  who 
feel  their  personal  safety  is  at  risk. 
Aside  from  dealing  with  immediate 
crises,  Rabbat  feels  that  an  impor- 
tant part  of  her  job  is  preparing  stu- 


Ground  floor  windows  at  Whitney  Hall  residence  offer  little  resistance  to  potential  predators 


dents  in  advance  to  be  more  street 
smart.  "A  big  40  per  cent  of  my  work 
is  delivering  training  and  workshops 
to  residences,  staff  and  faculty...  [so 
they]  have  a  heightened  awareness 
on  how  they  can  take  more  respon- 
sibility for  their  personal  safety."  Stu- 
dents can  also  take  a  number  of  self- 
defense  courses  through  Rabbat's 
office  such  as  the  urban  self-defense 
program. 

No  matter  how  well  you  can  block 
and  kick,  though,  the  design  of  a 
campus  is  still  important  for  safety. 
Just  for  that  reason,  the  university 
holds  bi-annual  campus  safety  walk- 
throughs. According  to  Phil  Garment 
from  Facilities  and  Services,  some  of 
the  standard  recommendations  that 
emerge  from  the  tours  included  the 
replacement  and  addition  of  new 
lights,  the  placement  of  mirrors 
inside  buildings  and  the  removal  of 
signs  and  vegetation  that  might  hide 
predators.  "We  do  the  campus  tour 
because  it's  a  very  large  infrastruc- 
ture and  it's  important  to  check  out. 
That's  why  we  do  it  twice  a  year," 
said  Garment. 

This  all  sounds  nice  and  thorough 
but  there's  just  one  problem:  U  of  T 
is  an  open  campus.  This  means  that 
the  university  doesn't  own  a  lot  of 
the  areas  we  walk  through  every 
day.  Major  streets  are  controlled  by 
the  City  of  Toronto.  Ditto  for  minor 
streets  and  laneways.  Both  the  city 
and  the  provincial  government  are 
in  charge  of  Queen's  Park.  So  where 
does  this  leave  U  of  T? 

"We  don't  have  the  same  type  of 
campus  like  York,  or  Scarborough/ 

Continued  on  next  page 
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While  you  were  sleeping:  A  look  inside  res  security 


byFEONCHAU 

VABSITY  STAFF 


In  October  2001,  two  female 
residents  of  Whitney  Hall  of  Uni- 
versity residence  were  sexually 
assaulted  after  an  intruder  broke 
into  numerous  rooms  in  the  three- 
storey  residence.  In  September 
2002,  a  young  male  entered  the 
second  floor  of  St.  Michael's  Col- 
lege residence  and  attempted  to 
sexually  assault  a  student.  The 
same  male  also  entered  the  third 
floor  of  Victoria  residence  from 
the  roof  of  the  building. 

In.  July  2003,  a  woman  was 
assaulted  in  her  bedroom  at  ap- 
proximately 5  a.m.  in  the  morning. 
The  suspect  entered  her  home  on 
Huron  Avenue  in  the  Bloor  and 
Spadina  area  through  the  ground- 
floor  window  and  fled  with  her 
purse  and  a  portable  CD  player. 

These  incidents  are  not  every- 
day occurrences,  but  campus  safe- 
ty is  an  important  issue,  especially 
at  U  of  T.  Located  in  the  downtown 
core  and  bordered  by  areas  such 
as  the  Annex,  Yorkville,  China- 
town and  Queen's  Park,  U  of  T  is 
a  meeting  place  for  partygoers, 
socialites,  academics,  students, 
politicians  and  drunks.  So  when 
it  comes  to  residence  safety,  U  of 
T  has  a  serious  responsibility  to 
provide  students  with  a  safe  living 
environment.  In  the  recent  and 
much  debated  Globe  and  Mail  Uni- 
versity Report  Card,  U  of  T  ranked 
30  out  of  38  universities  in  the  cat- 
egory of  Safety  on  Campus. 

A  knee-jerk  conclusion  students 


Continued  from  previous  page 

Erindale,  for  that  matter,  because 
they're  enclosed  where  they  have 
complete  control  of  everything  with- 
in the  campus,"  said  D'Angelo.  "And  if 
we  were  to  make  a  recommendation 
we'd  have  to  make  it  to  the  city.  It's 
not  our  property.. .we  couldn't  just 
go  out  there  and  put  more  lights." 
That  would  explain  the  absence  of 
call  boxes  on  such  important  cam- 
pus roadways  as  College,  Bloor,  St. 
George  and  Huron  Streets. 

This  has  made  securing  certain 
key  areas  difficult  for  the  university, 
most  notably.  Queen's  Park.  Rabbat 
hears  complaints  about  the  park  all 
the  time.  "I  think  consistently  we've 
heard  students  feel  that  Queen's 
Park  is  not  a  safe  place  in  the  eve- 
nings and  feel  very  uncomfortable 
and  unsafe  about  crossing  through 
[it]..." 

The  lack  of  crosswalks  is  what 
concerns  D'Angelo  the  most  about 
Queen's  Park.  If  you've  ever  had  a 
class  at  Victoria  or  St.  Mike's,  you've 
probably  learned  the  great  art  of 
dodging  four  lanes  of  traffic.  "This 
has  been  an  ongoing  issue  for  eight 
to  10  years,"  said  D'Angelo.  "There 
have  been  requests  made  to  the  city 
to  put  something  up  here.  But  noth- 
ing has  happened  as  far  as  1  know." 
Garment  has  faced  a  similar  prob- 
lem with  his  concerns.  "We  found 
it  [Queen's  Park]  very  dark  and  we 
put  a  call  into  the  city.  It's  required 
constant  phone  calls. ..It  takes  a  long 
time  for  the  city  to  do  anything." 

So  is  U  of  T  really  that  safe  in  the 
end?  Although  D'Angelo  and  Rabbat 
denied  the  presence  of  any  "hot- 
spots"  other  than  Queen's  Park,  U 
of  T's  Sexual  Harassment  Officer, 
Paddy  Stamp  can  list  a  couple  of  ar- 
eas of  which  students  aren't  so  fond. 
"There's  no  hotspots-.there's  certain 


come  to  is  that  U  of  T  is  not  a  safe 
campus  to  live  in.  But  according 
to  Jana  Luker,  dean  of  University 
College  Residence,  much  of  it  has 
to  do  with  students'  perception  of 
the  campus,  which  is  often  not  the 
reality. 

"Honestly,  I  live  [on  campus] 
too  and  a  lot  of  it  is  perception 
and  the  idea  of  the  evil  Toronto 
city.  I've  read  the  stats  and  I  know 
that  Toronto  is  actually  not  that 
unsafe  comparatively.  I  come  from 
a  small  town  not  far  from  Toronto, 
I  know  that  people  outside  of 
Toronto  think  of  it  that  way  and 
it's  worse  outside  the  province. 
People  probably  feel  exploited 
by  Toronto,  the  big  city  and  you 
hear  a  lot  of  the  crimes  come  from 
the  city  especially  the  gangs  and 
such... but  per  capita,  it's  not  as 
unsafe  as  say,  Winnipeg." 

Jason  Hunter,  dean  of  students 
at  Victoria  College,  agrees.  "A  lot 
of  students'  comments  on  that 
have  to  do  with  their  perceived 
safety  of  campus  being  in  Toron- 
to...you're  in  the  middle  of  down- 
town Toronto,  so  you  probably 
feel  less  safe  than  you  might  if 
you  were  on  campus  in  the  middle 
of  Guelph."  He  also  adds,  "This  is 
the  fourth  university  I've  worked 
at  and  most  residences  in  general 
have  similar  safety  initiatives.  So 
I  think  residence  safety  is  fairly 
standardized  across  campuses." 

However,  both  Luker  and  Hunter 
admit  the  report  indicates  there  is 
room  for  improvement  and  do  not 
dismiss  the  findings.  They  feel 
that  the  issue  is  not  whether  the 


report  is  valid  but  that  students 
feel  unsafe.  "It  doesn't  matter 
what  the  stats  say.  If  you  feel  un- 
safe, that's  way  more  important. 
I  think  it's  important  to  take  a 
report  like  that  and  work  with 
it. ..if  people  feel  unsafe,  we  gotta 
do  something  about  it  regardless," 
says  Luker. 

Residences  on  campus  such  as 
University  College,  Victoria  and 
St.  Joseph's  perform  regular  safe- 
ty and  lighting  audits  around  their 
areas.  The  audits  involve  a  careful 
walkthrough  of  the  college,  both 
during  the  day  and  night,  to  iden- 
tify areas  where  potential  dangers 
may  lurk.  Trees,  shrubs  and  vines 
are  trimmed  back  and  dumpsters 
are  relocated  as  they  often  pro- 
vide hideouts  for  intruders.  Many 
residences  including  St.  Joseph's 
and  Innis  have  24-hour  front 
desks  that  are  equipped  with  an 
emergency  buzzer,  surveillance 
cameras  and  intercom  to  prevent 
suspicious  persons  from  entering 
the  building.  As  well,  in  light  of  the 
assaults  from  previous  years,  new 
latches  and  security  bars  are  in- 
stalled in  windows  on  lower  floors 
of  the  residences  to  deter  random 
break-ins.  In  St.  Joseph's  women's 
residence,  all  of  the  old  lights  were 
replaced  and  many  new  lights,  as 
well  as  new  cameras,  were  added 
to  all  three  sides  of  the  building. 

One  of  the  most  common  prob- 
lems is  that  students  often  prop 
open  doors  for  their  friends  when 
they  come  to  visit.  At  UC,  a  new 
alarm  system  is  put  in  place  so 
that  a  local  alarm  will  set  off  when 


a  door  is  opened  for  longer  than 
a  prescribed  time.  Victoria  now 
requires  its  residents  to  come 
down  and  open  the  door  for 
their  visitors.  In  previous  years, 
visitors  simply  had  to  buzz  the 
residents  and  the  door  would 
automatically  open.  Similarly,  the 
staff  at  Innis  and  St.  Joseph's  buzz 
the  residents  down  to  the  lobby  to 
sign  their  guests  in  and  require 
them  to  sign  their  guests  out  upon 
leaving. 

Furthermore,  there  are  safety 
phones  installed  in  various  loca- 
tions of  the  campus  for  emergen- 
cies. Victoria,  for  example,  has  13 
safety  phones  installed  in  their 
residence  area:  five  above  ground 
and  eight  in  underground  garag- 
es. However,  according  to  Sister 
Anne  Marie,  dean  of  residence, 
and  Sister  Conrad,  St.  Joseph's 
residence  has  made  requests  to 
the  police  for  three  call  boxes  to 
be  installed,  but  the  installation 
never  materialized.  Likewise,  a 
request  has  been  made  to  the 
Kelly  Library  to  put  a  gate  across 
an  alcove  on  the  west  side  of  the 
building,  but  a  response  has  yet 
to  come. 

Despite  the  delays,  Sister  Con- 
rad points  out  that  safety  on  cam- 
pus ultimately  depends  on  the 
community  and  the  people,  not 
on  locks  and  security  gadgets. 
"When  the  intrusion  happened  [at 
St.  Joseph's],  we  took  very  strong 
measures. ..and  it  was  the  first 
time  that  has  happened.  But  in  all 
the  security  and  safety,  there  is 
no  way  we  could  be  100  per  cent 


safe  and  there  is  no  way  we  could 
prevent  any  breech  of  security. 
Security  in  the  long  run  comes 
down  to  the  people  involved  and 
by  people's  actions. ..if  everybody 
does  their  part,  1  think  it's  as 
safe  as  you  can  make  it  without 
building  yourself  into  a  fortress 
because  that  just  becomes  ridicu- 
lous," says  Sister  Conrad. 

Many  resident  staff  share  this 
view  as  well.  Residences  on  cam- 
pus frequently  offer  information 
sessions,  on  campus  safety  and 
inform  all  their  residents  of  de- 
fense courses,  lectures  and  safety 
services  that  are  available  on 
campus.  The  best  security  system 
is  achieved  through  education 
and  by  being  aware.  One  example 
is  the  Safety  Awareness  Initiatives 
that  take  place  in  October.  Octo- 
ber is  Residence  Safety  Month 
at  U  of  T  and  during  the  month, 
campus  police  and  the  Commu- 
nity Safety  Office,  together  with 
residences  on  campus,  offer  pre- 
sentations on  safety  tips  on  and 
off  campus  for  students.  Five  ses- 
sions were  scheduled  throughout 
the  weeks  of  October  but  all  were 
cancelled  due  to  lack  of  interest. 
In  fact,  no  students  attended  any 
of  the  five  sessions.  This  certainly 
raises  some  eyebrows. 

As  Sister  Conrad  reiterates, 
no  matter  how  many  locks  there 
are  on  the  door,  "if  you  decide 
to  come  home  alone  at  four  in 
the  morning  from  the  library, 
I'm  sorry,  you  just  put  yourself 
at  risk  and  we  can't  protect  you 
against  that." 


areas  I  don't  like  going  in,  ever.  I  un- 
derstand the  bowels  of  Innis  College 
are  kinda  creepy."  She  also  said  that 
the  basement  locker  area  on  the 
Scarborough  campus  and  the  Gal- 
braith  building  are  potential  areas 
of  concern.  Garment  worries  about 
Robarts.  "Robarts  could  do  with 
more  illumination,  on  the  outside 
it's  a  little  sparse."  The  south  side,  in 
particular,  caught  his  attention. 

According  to  Rabbat's  2002-2003 
Annual  Report,  the  number  of  as- 
saults has  actually  been  on  the  rise 
on  campus.  Only  five  were  reported 
in  2000-2001.  Last  year  there  were 
16  cases  of  assault.  Threatening 
behaviour  also  climbed  from  19  in 
1999-2000  to  a  high  of  26  in  2001- 
2002  before  dipping  back  down  to 
22  last  year. 

On  the  positive  side,  criminal  ha- 
rassment has  been  on  the  decline. 
At  Stamp's  office,  the  number  of 
complaints  has  dropped  from  271  to 
227.  Although  this  might  still  seem 
high,  Stamp  insists  that  the  majority 
of  complaints  do  not  stem  from  fear 
of  bodily  harm. 

From  the  perspective  of  the  police, 
harassment  or  assault  is  an  infre- 
quent occurrence.  "The  majority 
of  the  calls  are  crimes  of  property, 
thefts  of  either  knapsacks,  wallets, 
bicycles,"  said  D'Angelo.  "It's  not 
the  norm  to  have  a  call  for  a  crime 
against  person,  it  just  doesn't  hap- 
pen that  often." 

Most  importantly,  students  seem 
to  feel  safe  on  campus.  "We  at  the 
community  safety  office  have  been 
collecting  anecdotal  stories  from 
students  around  their  perception  of 
safety,"  said  Rabbat.  "Their  general 
perception  is  that  they  do  feel  safe." 
Stamp  echoes  this  sentiment.  "My 
own  sense  of  safety  on  campus  is 
pretty  high."  For  a  downtown  cam- 
pus, that's  quite  an  accomplishment. 


The  basement  of  Innis  College  is  often  cited  as  an  eerie  place  to  be  alone  on  campus. 
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From  cannabis  to  carburetor 

UofT prof  makes  autoparts  from  hemp 


by  ZOE  CORMIER 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Amid  the  clutter  of  textbooks,  jour- 
nals, papers  and  reams  of  notes  in 
the  office  of  Dr.  Mohini  Sain  sit  a 
car  door,  a  bus  seat,  an  instrument 
panel,  a  deck  plank,  and  a  car  bum- 
per— all  of  them  made  from  hemp. 

Dr.  Sain  is  a  professor  in  U  of  T's 
Faculty  of  Forestry  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Chemical  Engineering  and 
Applied  Chemistry,  and  has  con- 
ceived of  more  things  to  do  with 
hemp  than  you  can  think  of  to  do 
with  the  strongest  (mechanically 
speaking)  of  hemp  plants,  cannabis. 
"We  look  at  the  potential  for  hemp 
in  automotive  parts,  sports  apparel, 
the  furniture  industry,  aeronautics, 
and  the  medical  industry,"  Dr.  Sain 


said.  You  can  make  skis,  dash- 
boards, bumpers,  I  beams,  cross 
ties  for  railroad  tracks,  canoes, 
tennis  rackets,  basketball  stands, 
car  door  panels,  roof  shingles  and 
a  myriad  of  other  things  from  the 
materials  that  he  and  his  collabora- 
tors have  developed.  And  hopefully, 
in  the  very  near  future,  we  will  be 
able  to  make  biomedical  supplies, 
like  bloodbags,  and  even  airplane 
parts  from  hemp. 

"Our  direction  is  to  move  away 
from  fossil  fuel  based  synthetics 
to  more  natural  alternatives,"  said 
Dr.  Sain. 

How  does  he  manage  to  turn  fluffy 
green  cannabis  plants  into  car  sid- 
ing capable  of  withstanding  a  full- 
on  impact?  A  long  chemical  process 


allows  Dr.  Sain  to  extract  long,  thin 
strands  of  pure  starch,  or  cellulose 
(a  long  chain  of  sugar)  from  hemp. 
In  the  plant,  many  of  these  strands 
put  together  make  a  hemp  fiber.  By 
first  isolating  individual  strands  and 
then  reassembling  them  back  into 
fibers,  chemists  make  fibers  with 
as  few  defects  as  possible,  making 
them  much  stronger.  They  can  also 
control  the  length  and  diameter  of 
the  strands — the  longer  and  thinner 
the  strand,  the  stronger  it  is. 

By  enmeshing  hemp  fibers  into 
a  matrix  of  glue.  Dr.  Sain  has  been 
able  to  create  plastics  almost  iden- 
tical to  conventional  plastics  (save 
for  their  brown  colour).  The  glue 
could  be  synthetic,  or  it  could  be 
natural — there  are  already  many 
bioplastics  made  from  soy  or  corn 
being  used.  Dr.  Sain  is  particularly 
interested  in  producing  construc- 
tion materials  from  a  glue  of  wood 
resin  interwoven  with  hemp  fibers. 
The  wood  resin  could  easily  come 
from  leaf  litter  and  forest  floor 
debris,  he  said.  Fewer  trees  would 
have  to  be  cut  down  than  are  need- 
ed to  support  our  current  construc- 
tion business. 

The  technology  is  not  entirely 
new — for  years  Dr.  Sain  and  many 
other  scientists  have  been  making 
biomaterials,  or  industrial  materials 
made  from  natural  products.  You 
may  even  have  already  ridden  in  a 
car  made  with  hemp  parts.  Dr.  Sain's 
fiberglass-like  hemp  material  has 
been  used  in  car  door  siding  for  two 
years  now.  Transit  seats  made  from 
100  per  cent  hemp  with  a  polyester 
glue  are  already  in  widespread  use. 
"The  first  generation  of  biomaterials 
has  already  been  in  use  for  several 
years.  For  example,  in  the  construc- 
tion industry,  if  you  go  to  places  like 
Home  Hardware,  you  can  find  deck- 
ing materials  made  from  synthetic 
plastics  combined  with  wood  fibers 
or  rice  husks,"  said  Dr.  Sain. 

Dr.  Sain  is  working  towards  im- 
proving the  strength  and  durabil- 
ity of  these  materials,  and  devising 
even  more  ways  of  using  hemp  com- 


mericially.  He  hopes  that  he  will  be 
able  to  create  steel  interfused  with 
hemp.  Weaving  hemp  fibers  into 
steel  makes  the  metal  stronger, 
which  would  allow  auto  manufac- 
turers to  lower  the  thickness  of  the 
steel  they  use.  Not  only  would  this 
mean  using  less  steel,  but  it  would 
also  mean  making  a  much  lighter 
car  that  would  use  far  less  fuel, 
costing  less  for  everyone  and  creat- 
ing less  pollution.  Win-win. 

With  such  a  development  you 
could  literally  build  a  car  from  the 
inside  out  with  hemp-the  steel 
frame  and  body,  hubcaps,  bum- 
pers, instrument  panel,  seats,  and 
seat  coverings  all  could  be  made 
with  hemp. 

Dr.  Sain  is  also  optimistic  that 
within  a  few  years  we  will  have 
blood  bags  and  other  biomedical 
supplies  made  from  hemp.  Sy- 
ringes and  gloves  and  other  medi- 
cal gear,  by  and  large,  cannot  be 
reused,  but  ones  made  from  hemp 
would  be  100%  biodegradeable. 
He  and  his  associates  will  first 
have  to  ensure  however  that  these 
biodegradeable  materials  will  be 
safe  for  human  use.  No  matter  how 
fond  you  are  of  environmentally 
friendly  alternatives,  an  IV  bag 
that  slowly  disintegrates  into  your 
drip  and  your  veins  is  not  a  pleas- 
ant thought. 

Hemp  alternatives  not  only  make 
environmental  sense,  says  Dr.  Sain, 
they  make  economic  sense.  "We 
look  to  make  environmentally  and 
economically  sustainable  materi- 
als." By  creating  industrial  products 
with  hemp,  "you  can  bring  some  of 
this  value  back  to  the  farmers  who 
grow  the  plants,  and  then  you  can 
develop  some  small  industries  and 
employ  some  people  to  make  these 
materials.  You  not  only  give  added 
value  to  the  farmers,  you  also  get 
additional  employment. 

"This  is  a  public  issue.  That's  why 
we  are  scientists — we  are  inter- 
ested in  accepting  the  challenges 
and  finding  solutions.  We  meet  the 
concerns  of  the  public." 


SCIENCE  BRIEFS 

U.S.  scientist  creates 
lethal  smallpox 
viruses 

A  scientist  funded  by  the  U.S.  gov- 
ernment has  deliberately  geneti- 
cally engineered  a  form  of  mouse- 
pox, similar  to  the  human  smallpox 
virus,  which  kills  animals  that  were 
given  anti-mousepox  drugs  or  were 
even  vaccinated.  The  virus  killed 
100%  of  the  vaccinated  mice  it  in- 
fected. A  similar  cowpox  virus,  ca- 
pable of  infecting  humans,  has  also 
been  created.  The  scientist  claims 
the  purpose  of  the  research  is  to  ex- 
plore what  bioterrorists  might  do. 
Others  point  out  that  terrorists  may 
find  a  way  to  use  these  methods  to 
make  viruses  capable  of  spreading 
to  humans. 
Source:  New  Scientist 
-ZC 


World's  rarest  dog 
dying  of  rabies 

There  are  only  480  left,  and  20  of 
them  died  just  this  past  week.  The 
Ethiopian  wolf  is  being  threatened 
with  an  outbreak  of  rabies,  and 
as  many  as  three-quarters  of  the 
animals  may  die  unless  government 
officials  move  quickly  to  vaccinate 
the  animals,  say  experts.  The  dogs 
have  only  just  recovered  from  a  ra- 
bies outbreak  in  1991,  which  reduced 
their  population  to  only  120  animals. 
It  seems  that  outbreaks  occur  as 
soon  as  the  animals  start  doing 
well — when  they  are  too  densely 
packed  into  a  certain  area,  diseases 
are  more  likely  to  spread. 
Source:  Nature 
-ZOE  CORMIER 

Life  from  lump  of  clay? 

Scientists  in  Boston  have  found 
that  the  two  components  necessary 
to  create  the  first  cell,  membrane 
sacs  and  genetic  material,  could 
have  come  together  in  a  lump  of 
clay.  Experiments  in  the  past  have 
shown  that  RNA,  akin  to  DNA,  can 
form  spontaneously  inside  a  lump 
of  clay.  This  new  work  shows  that 
membranes  can  form  up  to  100  times 
faster  inside  clay  than  they  normally 
would,  and  that  when  they  form  in 
clay  RNA  can  get  inside  them  much 
easier,  making  simple  cells.  The  sci- 
entists were  also  able  to  get  the  cells 
to  divide  inside  the  clay. 
Source:  Science 
-ZC 


COURTESY  OF  M.  SAIN 

Top:  Dr.  Mohini  Sain.  Bottom:  A  sun  visor  made  of  hemp  and  plastic. 
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by  CHRISTINE  MAKI 


Are  prescription  drugs  newly 
approved  by  Health  Canada  safe? 
Not  necessarily,  claims  Mary 
Wiktorowicz,  a  York  University 
professor  who  recently  conducted  a 
study  comparing  drug  approval  and 
recall  rates  in  Canada  with  those 
of  the  United  States  and  several 
countries  in  the  European  Union. 

"Drugs  with  potentially  dangerous 
side  effects  are  going  out  into  the 
market  and  our  medicine  cabinets 
before  they  have  been  subject  to 
as  stringent  testing  as  used  in  the 
US,"  Wiktorowicz  says.  The  study, 
published  in  the  Journal  of  Health 
Politics,  Policy  and  Law,  reveals  that  in 
Canada,  as  much  as  10  per  cent  of  new 
drugs  are  discontinued  due  to  safety 
problems  not  found  in  pre-market 
clinical  tests.  Wiktorowicz  claims 
this  is  because  the  Canadian  system 
for  vetting  new  drugs  has  become 
more  like  those  used  in  Britain  and 
France,  where  recalls  of  new  drugs  (a 
good  indicator  of  whether  drugs  with 
serious  or  lone  term  side  effects  are 
entermg  the  market)  are  four  times 
higher  than  in  the  U.S. 


Numerous  factors  are  responsible 
for  this  shift,  says  Wiktorowicz.  On 
the  national  front,  a  40  per  cent  cut  in 
spending  to  Health  Canada's  Health 
Protection  Branch  (the  branch  in 
charge  of  federal  approval  of  new 
drugs)  between  1993/1994  and 
1999/2000  has  meant  a  reduction 
in  expert  staff  and  research.  It  has 
also  meant  that  since  1998,  private 
pharmaceutical  companies  have 
paid  for  70  per  cent  of  drug  testing 
in  order  to  get  their  products  into 
the  marketplace,  a  possible  conflict 
of  interest  for  researchers. 

Internationally,  Canada  is  feeling 
pressure  created  by  other  nations 
(such  as  Japan,  the  U.S.  and  the  EU) 
to  align  (and  for  the  most  part  lower) 
the  nation's  drug  testing  standards. 

However,  while  Wiktorowicz's 
study  shows  that  Canada's  drug 
recall  rates  are  higher  than  in  the 
U.S.  (where  the  rate  is  three  per 
cent),  they  are  significantly  lower 
than  those  of  several  European 
countries  (where  rates  range  from  10 
to  12  per  cent). 

European  countries  have 
traditionally  had  a  different 
approach  to  drug  approvals.  Unlike 
in  the  U.S.,  where  the  Food  and 
Drug  Administration  makes  drug 
approvals  with  no  industry  input, 
European  government  agencies  tend 
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to  negotiate  with  and  accommodate 
the  pharmaceutical  industry  in  order 
to  speed  approvals,  attract  research 
and  development,  and  create  high- 
tech jobs,  says  Wiktorowicz. 

This  is  because  extensive  drug 
testing  has  a  cost.  The  U.S.  system, 
while  the  most  effective  at  minimiz- 
ing the  risk  of  new  drugs,  is  also  the 
most  expensive  of  the  four  countries 
studied.  In  addition,  the  U.S.  national 
health  plan  does  not  regulate  drug 
prices,  which  allows  large  phar- 
maceutical companies  to  recoup 
the  cost  of  testing  by  upping  the 
market  price  of  drugs.  In  European 
countries,  and  to  a  lesser  extent,  in 
Canada,  market  drug  prices  are  kept 
affordable  for  the  public  through 
government  regulation.  Faster  drug 
approval  rates  provide  an  alternate 
means  for  the  government  of  these 
countries  to  lessen  this  burden  on 
industry. 

"The  importance  all  societies  place 
on  health  and  longevity  makes  the 
safety  and  effectiveness  of  medicines 
a  high  priority,"  Wiktorowicz  said.  "In 
the  current  era  of  globalization,  each 
nation  must  address  the  challenge  of 
developing  a  regulatory  framework 
that  balances  the  competing  goals  of 
protecting  the  public  interest  while 
promoting  industrial  competitive- 
ness." 


New  rehab  center 
improves  quality  of 
education,  life  at  U  of  T 


bvANNASHALAGINOVA 


U  of  T  has  made  yet  another  ad- 
dition to  its  territory.  An  office 
building  at  500  University  Ave. 
was  turned  into  the  Centre  for 
Function  and  Well-Being  this 
past  September.  The  centre  is 
now  the  home  of  such  disciplines 
as  occupational  therapy,  physical 
therapy,  speech  language  pathol- 
ogy, and  rehabilitation  science. 

According  to  professor  Molly 
Verrier,  who  is  the  chair  of  the 
graduate  department  of  rehabili- 
tation science,  the  purpose  of  the 
new  facility  is  to  "train  faculty, 
career  scientists  and  academic 
practitioners."  Verrier  is  very 
enthusiastic  about  the  new  learn- 
ing facility.  She  believes  it  is  the 
perfect  environment  for  both 
students  and  the  faculty  to  ac- 
quire and  share  knowledge.  "It  is 
a  premier  quality  space  for  hous- 
ing the  programs  in  Canada  with 
purpose-built  research  laborato- 
ries, case-based  teaching  class- 
rooms, and  informal  spaces  for 
interactions  and  collaborations. 
Concepts  of  well-being  are  ex- 
pressed in  nutritional  ways  in  the 
Alumni  Cafe,  in  physical  activity 
in  the  health  concepts  labs,  in 
modern  computer  facilities  open 
24/7  for  interactive  learning  for 
students,  in  access  to  the  Web 
in  all  classrooms,  in  accessibility 
services  for  individuals  students, 
faculty,  clients  with  various  dis- 
abilities." 


Previously  the  students  of 
these  disciplines  were  exposed 
to  "inadequate  light,  space,  and 
location."  The  case-based  class- 
rooms and  case  study  rooms  are 
part  of  a  new  approach  to  teach- 
ing called  the  Divergent  Case 
Method,  in  which  active  partici- 
pation is  essential.  The  desks  in 
the  case  classrooms  are  shaped 
like  a  horseshoe  so  students  can 
easily  talk  to  each  other.  The 
chairs  swivel  so  that  students 
can  form  "buzz"  groups.  In  case 
study  rooms  students  work  in 
small  groups  to  problems  occur- 
ring in  reality-based  cases. 

Why  is  it  so  important  that 
the  centre  was  created?  In  pro- 
fessor Verrier's  opinion,  "It  will 
demonstrate  the  prominence  of 
rehabilitation  science  as  part  of 
the  health  system,  be  the  new 
home  for  the  Ph.D.  program  in 
rehabilitation  science  which  will 
commence  in  2004,  and  with  its 
partnership  with  the  Toronto 
Rehab  Institute  and  other  affili- 
ated teaching  hospitals  create  an 
echo  of  rehabilitation  in  Canada." 
The  centre  will  provide  training 
for  400  master's  students  and  88 
doctoral  students.  Also,  500  clini- 
cians will  refine  their  education 
there.  Overall  there  are  47  re- 
search programs  offered  by  the 
centre,  such  as  aging  and  health, 
rehabilitative  evaluative  science, 
disability  studies,  language  de- 
velopment, speech  fluency,  and 
quality  of  life. 


BREAKING 


Student  perspectives 

on  disability  and 
accessibiiity  issues 

presented  by  STUDENTS  FOR  BARRIER-FREE  ACCESS 


Bahen  Centre  for  Information  Technology, 
University  of  Toronto 


Register  online  at:  littp://individual.utoronto.ca/sfba 

For  more  information  email  sf ba.uoft@utoronto.ca 
or  call  416  978  4911  ext.  237 


STUDENTS'     ADMINISTRATIVE     COUNCIL  PRESENTS: 

xpr&ssior.  aiair.$t 
oppr&ssior.  q3 

BREAKINC    DOWN    BAR  STl  R  S 

Thursday  October  30  1 1  AM  Breaking  Down  Barriers  Disability  Issues  COnfierence  Preview 
Panel"Disability  Identity:  Would  You  Remove  Your  Disability?"  OlSE  Gl  62 
3.:3CfM  Student  Project  for  Change  Presents:  Making  Trade  Fair:  Tina  Conlon  from  (Mam  will  discuss 
Oxfam's  current  Make  Trade  Fair  campaign.  Issues  such  as  rigged  rules  and  double  standards  in 
regards  to  trade  will  be  discussed.  Hart  House  South  Dining  Room  7PM  U  of  T  International 
Socialists  Present:  'This  Revolution  will  not  be  Televised"  Inside  the  Venezuelan  Chavez  Coup. 
International  Student  Center  Cumberland  Room 

Saturday  November  1  All  Day  Starting  at  8:30  AM  Students  for  Barrier  Free  Access  Presents 
Breaking  Down  Barriers  2003-  Student  Disability  Issues  Conference.  Explore  student  and 
post-secondary  disabilities  issues,  and  the  ODA  through  presentation  and  round  tables.  Bahen  Cenfe 

fuesday  November  4  4PM  OLAS  presents  Pblitical  Forum:  Changes  to  Immigrations 
Laws  Featuring  Duberlis  Ramos  Hispanic  Development  Council  Alumni  College,  Old  Victoria 
College  91  Charles  Street  7PM  Artistic  Xpressions  Concert  Night  Featuring:  Action  Makes, 
Mr.  Something  Something,  The  Chris  Noble  Band,  League  Champs.  Hart  House  Arbour  Room 

Wednesday  November  5  BPM  OPIRG  and  Women's  Center  Present  Anti-Homophobia 
Workshop  563  Spadina  Ave,  room  ICQ  7PM  Film:  Relentless:  The  Struggle  for  Peace  In 
Israel  with  Q  and  A  session  SF1105 

Thursday  November  6  6PM  BSA  and  MSA  presents  "What  did  I  do  Wrong?"  Racial 
Profiling  Workshop  BA1160  6PM  OPIRG  and  Women's  Center  Present  Anti-Sexism  Workshop 
563  Spadina  Ave,  room  100  SPM  OLAS  presents  Urban  Showcase  Featuring:  DJ  No  Capitalista, 
Oscuridad  Total,  SPIN,  El  Machetero  Lula  Lounge  $10  cover.1 585  Dundas  St 

Monday  November  10  2PM  OPIRG  and  Women's  Center  Present  Anti-Corporate 
Campus  Workshop  How  does  corporatization  affects  education  and  academic  freedom 
563  Spadina  Ave  room  100 


J. 


student  sponsors:  GRADUATE  STUDENTS'  UNION 
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St.  George:  OPIRG  •  Students  For  Barrier-Free  Access  (SFBA) 
Graduate  Students'  Union  (GSU)  •  Black  Students'  Association  (BSA) 
MAPIL  •  Threadbare  •  U  of  T  International  Socialists 
Student  Project  for  Change  (SPG)  •  Muslim  Students'  Association 
Organization  of  Latin  American  Students  (OLAS)  •  Women's  Center 
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Movie  mania 


The  Varsity's  critics  tell  you  what  to  check  out  and  what  to  avoid  at  the  cineplex 


Shallow  Sylvia 


byCOLINTATE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


When  the  title  character  in  the  new 
film  Sylvia  finally  commits  suicide,  it 
is  a  release,  not  only  for  her,  but  for 
the  audience  as  well,  who  have  had 
to  endure  the  banalities  of  domestic 
life  alongside  the  poetess. 

The  film  recounts  the  tragic  life 
of  poet  and  author  Sylvia  Plath 
(Gwyneth  Paltrow)  and  her  tumultu- 
ous love  affair  and  marriage  with  fel- 
low poet  Ted  Hughes  (Daniel  Craig). 
Unfortunately,  instead  of  living  up  to 
the  tragic  tale  that  was  Plath's  life, 
Sylvia  is  an  unconvincing  portrait  of 
the  writer.  When  we  first  see  Sylvia 
as  she  rides  her  bike  to  Cambridge, 
we  expect  that  we'll  get  to  know  her 
a  little  bit  before  she's  forced  into  a 
new  situation.  But  this  is  not  what 
the  filmmakers  have  in  mind,  and 
within  the  span  of  fifteen  minutes, 
she  not  only  meets  the  man  of  her 
dreams,  but  marries  him  as  well. 

Immediately  thrust  into  the 
sphere  of  not-so  domestic  bliss, 
Sylvia  doesn't  really  get  a  chance  to 
flesh  out  its  main  character  before 
hurtling  her  through  the  rocky  rela- 
tionship, and  thus  the  movie  spends 
most  of  its  time  dealing  with  her 
problematic  marriage  rather  than 
the  artistic  inclinations  of  one  of  the 
most  famous  poets  of  the  20"'  cen- 
tury. While  the  plot  is  drawn  strictly 
form  the  events  of  Plath's  life,  it 
might  have  been  better  if  the  film 
didn't  pursue  such  a  literal  read- 
ing, as  the  account  becomes  boring 


FILM  REVIEW 


Sylvia 


Directed  by  Christine  Jeffs 


Starring  Gwyneth  Paltrow, 
Daniel  Craig 

Rating:  Vv 


quite  early  on.  While  the  film  does 
get  somewhat  better  once  Hughes 
is  out  of  the  scene,  this  material 
comes  far  too  late  {an  hour  and  a  half 
too  late)  for  it  to  repair  the  damage 
already  done. 

There  isn't  much  to  note  about 
the  acting.  Gwenyth  Paltrow  is  a 
much  better  actress  than  the  shal- 
low script  allows  her  to  be.  When 
Sylvia  does  speak  the  about  the 
darker  impulses  of  her  soul,  Paltrow 
simply  stares  off  into  space  and 
moody  music  swells  to  conveys  her 
state  of  mind  (it  would  also  be  an  in- 
teresting exercise  to  record  the  total 
time  that  the  actress  has  to  spend 
on  screen  crying  and  ripping  up 
papers).  For  a  movie  about  the  re- 
lationship of  two  prominent  poets, 
the  dialogue  in  no  way  reflects  the 
characters'  intelligence,  aside  from 
the  recitation  of  Shakespeare  and 
Chaucer  at  the  beginning  of  their 
courtship.  Instead,  their  exchanges 
consist  mainly  of  three-  and  four- 


word  sentences  (e.g.  "You  fucked 
her!"  "Yes,  1  fucked  her!"). 

When  1  was  in  high  school,  Sylvia 
Plath  was  a  favorite  of  many  girls 
because  her  poetry  reflected  the 
darker  features  of  the  teenage  soul. 
This  film  feels  like  it  was  written  by 
one  of  those  girls,  who  never  grew 
up  to  appreciate  the  nuances  and 
real  suffering  in  Plath's  work,  but 
instead  reduced  her  problems  to 
her  difficulties  as  a  housewife  and 


mother.  While  these  factors  may 
have  contributed  to  the  overall 
depth  of  the  author's  work,  I'm  in- 
clined to  believe  that  there  must  be 
something  beyond  the  surface  that 
makes  her  poems  resonate,  and  this 
is  specifically  what  is  lacking  the  in 
film.  While  the  filmmakers  were  not 
permitted  to  use  Plath's  poetry  in 
the  film  (her  daughter,  the  execu- 
tor of  her  estate,  did  not  favour  the 
project),  they  could  have  conveyed 


the  power  of  her  work  in  so  many 
other  ways. 

Instead  of  offering  a  compelling 
portrait  of  an  artist  on  par  with 
something  like  The  Hours,  Iris,  or 
Pollock,  Sylvia  tortures  the  audience 
with  insignificant  details,  and  makes 
her  life's  work  incidental  to  the  plot, 
thus  contributing  to  (rather  than 
finding  a  way  out  of)  the  cliches 
and  accusations  that  surround  the 
poet's  life  story. 


Revamped  Alien  a  classic 
Halloween  treat 


by  LIZZIE  McNEELEY 


This  Halloween,  director  Ridley 
Scott  is  rolling  out  a  re-mas- 
tered edition  of  his  classic  1979 
horror  flick  Alien.  The  choice  of 
release  date  begs  the  question, 
is  this  film  a  trick  or  a  treat? 

Alien:  The  Director's  Cut  is  a 
treat  to  see  at  the  cinema,  par- 
ticularly a  theatre  with  a  giant 
screen  and  seat-throbbing  THX 
sound. 

The  tension  of  the  film  centres 
on  the  alien-terrorized  crew 
aboard  an  isolated  spaceship, 
ten  months'  journey  from  earth. 
The  big  screen  heightens  this 
pressure  with  the  immensity  of 
outer  space  displayed  as  it  can 
never  be  on  a  television  screen. 
The  big  screen  further  brings 
to  life  the  amazingly  detailed 
sets,  especially  the  Gothic-like 
cavernous  spaceship  where  the 
alien  is  first  encountered. 

More  dramatic  is  the  differ- 
ence that  theatre  sound  quality 
brings  to  this  film.  This  is  a  film 
that  uses  sound  brilliantly,  al- 
lowing the  film  to  remain  viable 


FILM  REVIEW 


Alien:  The  Director's  Cut 


Directed  by  Ridley  Scott 


Starring  Ian  Holm,  Sigourney 
Weaver,  YaphetKotto 

Rating:  VWv 


to  audiences  almost  a  quarter- 
century  since  its  creation,  while 
contemporaries  that  relied  on 
visual-effects  may  seem  dated 
in  comparison  with  today's 
computer  animation  technol- 
ogy. From  Jerry  Goldsmith's 
glorious  score,  to  the  creepy 
foreboding  chimes,  beeps  and 
alarms,  to  the  thrilling  com- 
puter-voiced countdown  that 
dominates  the  conclusion,  this 
film  is  a  top  example  of  how 
sound  can  effectively  create 
mood  and  suspense. 

Though  the  film  shows  its 
age  in  some  minor  details,  like 


the  constant  chain-smoking 
aboard  the  confined  spaceship 
and  the  futuristic  computers 
that  look  primitive  by  today's 
standards,  it  retains  legitimacy 
with  its  timeless  study  of  hu- 
man relations.  Like  the  proto- 
typical Agatha  Christie  novel, 
Scott  takes  seven  people  with 
varying  backgrounds  and  atti- 
tudes, confines  them  together 
in  a  tight  space,  and  documents 
how  they  react  and  interact  in 
the  face  of  a  life-threatening 
situation. 

The  film's  cast  carve  out  their 
unique  characters  with  convic- 
tion. Brit  character  actor  Ian 
Holm  {The  Sweet  Hereafter,  Lord 
of  the  Rings)  shines  as  the  evil 
pompous  scientist.  Ash.  Holm 
develops  his  character  with 
every  twitch  of  the  mouth  and 
shift  of  his  body. 

Though  the  film  is  certainly 
a  treat  to  see  in  theatres  with 
its  stunning  visuals,  striking 
sound,  and  a  sturdy  plot  with 
strong  actors  to  carry  it,  Hol- 
lywood is  still  tricking  us — if 
you  are  an  Alien  fan,  do  not  go 


to  this  film  expecting  a  prod- 
uct dramatically  different  from 
the  original.  By  my  count,  only 
three  scenes  were  clearly  dif- 
ferent. Two  of  these  changes 
were  minor,  appealing  to  the 
modern  audience's  appetite  for 
blood  and  female-on-female 
violence.  The  third  scene  was 
a  truer  plot  development,  yet 
it  raises  more  questions  than 
answers,  confusing  the  already 
frantic  conclusion  of  the  film. 


So  one  emerges  from  the  the- 
atre feeling  duped  by  the  typi- 
cal Hollywood  marketing  ploy 
of  repackaging  something  old 
and  selling  it  as  new. 

So  if  you  go  to  this  film  to  see 
an  old  favourite,  or  a  classic  for 
the  first  time,  magnified  by  the 
audio-visual  offerings  of  a  big 
theatre,  you'll  be  in  for  a  treat. 
But  if  you  go  expecting  to  see  a 
vastly  changed  Alien,  well,  the 
trick's  on  you. 
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Uneven  Event 


byTABASSUMSIDDIQUI 

VARSITY  STAFF  


There's  a  reason  movies  about 
Big  Issues  are  usually  relegated 
to  the  small  screen  as  TV  movies 
or  miniseries — it's  certainly  been 
awhile  since  we've  seen  one  at 
the  megaplexes,  and  with  today's 
audience's  taste  for  empty-headed 
blockbusters,  it's  just  as  well.  So 
it's  somewhat  odd  that  Canadian 
indie  auteur  Thorn  Fitzgerald  (the 
Hanging  Garden) 's  latest,  The  Event, 
doesn't  just  tackle  a  weighty  topic, 
but  arguably  one  of  the  biggest — 
AIDS.  Throw  in  family  dynamics, 
assisted  suicide,  damaged  individu- 
als, and  you've  got  quite  the  murky 
cinematic  soup. 

The  movie  opens  with  the  death 
of  Matt,  a  gay  cellist  in  New  York 
(filmed  in  gritty  browns  and  greys 
by  Fitzgerald),  being  carted  away 
in  a  body  bag  from  his  apartment, 
while  hippie  anthem  "Spirit  in  the 
Sky"  plays  incongruously  (and 
amusingly)  beneath  the  scene. 
Matt's  medications  have  stopped 
working  and  his  quality  of  life  is  rap- 
idly deteriorating,  so  he  throws  him- 
self a  big  farewell  party  (the  'Event' 
of  the  title)  before  ending  it  all.  We 
only  see  that  in  flashback,  however, 
as  the  main  storyline  involves  his 
main  caregiver  (Canuck  theatre  and 
film  mainstay  Brent  Carver)  being 
investigated  by  an  assistant  D.A. 
(indie  doyenne  Parker  Posey)  for 
having  too  many  of  his  patients  die 
under  similar  circumstances.  While 
the  flashbacks  offer  several  dif- 
ferent perspectives,  the  structure 
makes  for  a  confusing  film  at  times. 

While  the  subject  matter  is  heavy, 
Fitzgerald  and  his  co-screenwriters 
don't  let  the  film  get  bogged  down 
by  it.  It's  tricky  to  do  black  com- 
edy, but  if  you're  going  to  do  it,  Don 
McKellar's  probably  the  guy  to  put 
in  your  movie.  That  being  said,  his 


FILM  REVIEW 


The  Event 


Directed  by  Thorn  Fitzgerald 


Starring  Don  McKellar,  Olym- 
pia  Dukakis,  Sarah  Polley 

Rating:  VW 


role  here  isn't  one  of  his  usual  neu- 
rotic, deadpan  characters  (think 
Twitch  City),  but  rather  his  first 
dramatic  role  to  date,  and  he  takes 
on  the  challenge  admirably  with 
a  nuanced,  non-cliched  portrayal 
of  Matt.  McKellar,  who  actually 
learned  to  play  the  cello  for  the  role, 
is  best  in  his  scenes  with  Olympia 
Dukakis,  who  plays  his  mother. 
More  filmmakers  need  to  give  Du- 
kakis meaty  roles  in  their  movies, 
because  the  legendary  actress 
owns  the  screen  whenever  she's  on 
it  (something  Fitzgerald  obviously 
recognized  when  he  decided  to  cast 
her  in  his  next  film  as  well). 

Aside  from  Parker,  who  plays 
against  type  as  a  brittle,  unlikable 
district  attorney,  this  film  really 
soars  on  its  strong  cast.  Even  in  the 
supporting  role  of  Matt's  sister,  an 
actress,  Sarah  Polley  gets  off  some 
of  the  film's  best  lines,  and  Carver 
and  Jane  Leeves  (Frasier)  as  a  daffy 
grief  counselor  are  also  terrific. 

The  'whodunit'  framework  of  the 
movie  was  obviously  an  attempt  to 
get  away  from  making  a  maudlin 
AIDS  story,  but  it  distracts  from 
the  real  issues  raised  by  the  script. 
Some  reviewers  have  noted  that 
the  film  feels  dated,  but  the  reality 
is  that  the  issue  of  AIDS  has  been 
largely  ignored  of  late  by  the  main- 
stream. Bringing  it  back  into  the 
spotlight  is  a  brave  move  by  Fitzger- 
ald— one  just  wishes  that  his  movie 
had  as  much  weight  as  its  topic. 


Important  notice 

The  Varsity  recently  experienced  a  server  crash  of 
epic  proportions.  Email  accounts  and  volunteer 
lists  were  lost.  If  you  emailed  the  Arts  section  at  the 
review@thevarsity.ca  address  offering  to  write  for  the 
section  and  have  not  heard  back  in  the  last  few  weeks, 
please  resend  your  contact  information. 


Jim  Bryson 

The  Northside  Benches 
Orange  Music 

Those  who  know  Ottawa  singer- 
songwriter  Jim  Bryson's  live  show 
would  probably  be  surprised  that 
his  new  album  is  a  mellow  affair 
that  you  can  actually  chill  out  to, 
with  low-key,  subtle  playing.  Even 
the  edges  on  his  workmanlike 
voice  sound  more  rounded  off,  in 
tune  with  the  rootsy,  almost  folksy 
vibe  of  this  record.  Much  of  the 
credit  is  undoubtably  due  to  Ian 
LeFeuvre  (of  fellow  capital-city 
band  Starling),  who  aside  from 
being  one  of  the  best  guitarists 
and  songwriters  in  the  country, 
is  quickly  developing  into  one  of 


its  leading  producers  as  well.  He 
pushes  Bryson's  urban  cowboy 
tunes  onto  the  shoulder  of  the 
country  lane,  with  touches  of 
glockenspiel  and  organ  tucked 
in  amongst  the  guitars.  Bryson's 
trademark  shoot-from-the-lip 
songwriting   style   is   front  and 


centre,  his  lyrics  honest  and  raw. 
On  "Feel  Much  Better",  he  sings:  "1 
would  feel  much  better  if  we  talked 
more/I  would  feel  much  better,  my 
love,  if  I  wasn't  always  so  bored," 
and  then  turns  around  and  in  the 
same  breath  declares,  "I  don't  want 
to  talk  to  you,"  on  "Mean  Streak", 
which  is  vintage  Bryson — rough 
and  rockin',  all  axes  firing  at  once 
(the  sunny  "ooohs"  notwithstand- 
ing). In  a  perfect  world,  lead  track 
"Sleeping  in  Toronto"  would  be 
playing  incessantly  on  every  radio 
station  in  town,  if  not  the  country. 
Like  Blue  Rodeo's  stoner  younger 
brother.-TABASSUM  SIDDIQUI 

Jim  Bryson  opens  for  The  Weaker- 
thans  at  Lee's  Palace  on  Nov.  6. 


Dido 

Life  For  Rent 
Arista/BMG 


It's  a  fine  line  between  making  soft- 
focus  pop  music  and  being  Enya,  and 
while  it's  easy  to  accuse  Brit  song- 
bird Dido  of  going  down  that  slip- 
pery slope,  let's  not  forget  that  about 
12  million  albums  ago,  even  rock 
bible  NME  was  singing  her  praises. 
Long  before  Eminem  borrowed  the 
irresistible  hook  from  "Thank  You", 
Dido's  first  album,  No  Angel,  was 
quickly  becoming  a  word-of-mouth 
favourite  for  its  sweet-meets-beats 
sound.  Countless  'chillout'  compila- 
tions later,  that  sound  is  getting  more 
than  a  bit  dated,  but  Dido's  producer 
brother  Rollo,  who  pioneered  the 


genre  with  his  band  Faithless,  man- 
aged to  create  the  perfect  balance 
between  his  sister's  dreamy  vocals 
and  soft  beats  mixed  with  guitar  and 
piano  on  her  debut.  This  time  around, 
it's  almost  as  if  he's  tired  of  the  genre 
or  saving  the  best  beats  for  his  own 


band,  because  there's  nothing  new 
here.  It's  pretty  much  a  retread  of  No 
Angel  without  the  quirky  electro  bits 
that  made  that  record  so  charming. 
Everything's  a  bit  too  pretty — those 
now-familiar  vocals  are  gorgeous  as 
ever,  but  Dido  never  really  lets  loose 
on  any  of  the  tracks  to  showcase 
them  to  the  best  of  her  ability  (at 
a  recent  industry-only  live  stop  in 
Toronto  a  few  weeks  ago,  she  sang 
several  of  the  new  tunes  acoustically, 
her  impressive  pipes  filling  the  entire 
Revival  nightclub),  and  the  acoustic 
guitar-based  arrangements  are  rath- 
er boring.  The  title  track  is  lovely,  and 
has  the  potential  to  become  the  next 
"Thank  You",  Eminem  or  not,  and 
there's  plenty  of  other  radio  hits-in- 
the-making  that  trump  swoony  first 
single  "White  Flag".-TS 


Howie  Day 

Stop  All  The  World  Now 
Epic/Sony 

Maine  singer-songwriter  Howie 
Day's  sophomore  solo  effort. 
Stop  All  The  World  Now  is  a  living, 
breathing  showcase  of  the  fantastic 
dichotomy  that  exists  within  his 
music.  Innocence,  young  love  lost, 
and  sweet  lyrics  tangle  with  a  voice 
that  has  smoked  a  few  cigarettes, 
drunk  a  few  whiskeys  and  betrays  a 
worldliness  far  more  mature  than  his 
22  years.  The  album  contains  both 
new  material  and  the  re-worked 
"She  Says",  a  highlight  of  Day's  first 
record,  Australia,  that  continues  to 
impress  on  this  release.  The  first 


single,  "Perfect  Time  Of  Day "  and 
"You  And  A  Promise"  showcase 
the  depth  and  power  of  his  voice, 
while  "Numbness  For  Sound"  could 
double  as  poetry.  Ably  partnered 
with  sought-after  producer  Youth 
(Crowded  House,  Dido),  this  album 


provides  a  perfect  canvas  for  a 
musician  whose  most  admirable 
attribute  is  that  he  doesn't  sound 
like  anyone  else  out  there  (despite 
his  new  label  Sony's  clear  intention 
of  riding  the  coattails  of  similar 
young  male  songwriters  like  John 
Mayer,  Jason  Mraz  et  al).  Having 
witnessed  Day  live  (even  before 
Sony  came  calling,  he  built  a  strong 
fanbase  on  extensive  touring, 
including  high-profile  opening 
spots  for  the  likes  of  Tori  Amos, 
Sheryl  Crow,  and  Sting)  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  his  magnetism 
truly  comes  across  onstage.  If  the 
album  strikes  a  chord,  make  sure 
you  catch  his  show  the  next  time  he 
rolls  through  town — you  won't  be 
disappointed. 


The  Strokes 

Room  On  Fire 
RCA 


The  Strokes'  hotly-anticipated 
sophomore  effort  begins  with 
singer  Julian  Casablancas  moan- 
ing, "I  want  to  be  forgotten,  and  1 
don't  want  to  be  reminded."  Both 
pleas  will  likely  remain  unrequited 
despite  the  passable  effort  that  is 
Room  On  Fire.  It's  a  good  record, 
but  there  isn't  much  new  to  say 
about  the  much  hyped  quartet 
from  New  York.  The  follow-up 
to  2001's  classic  Is  This  It?,  they 
could've  just  called  the  new  album 


Well.  Is  This  It.  Then?  Perhaps  if 
things  had  worked  out  with  pro- 
ducer Nigel  Godrich  (Radiohead, 
Travis,  Beck)  we  could've  heard 
something  new  from  The  Strokes, 


but  not  this  time.  The  only  new 
ground  tred  here,  sonically  or 
lyrically,  is  the  subtle  reference 
to  homosexuality  (a  la  Morrissey) 
on  "Automatic  Stop":  "So  many  fish 
there  in  the  sea/She  wanted  him, 
he  wanted  me".  "The  End  Has  No 
End"  offers  a  flicker  of  political 
consciousness:  "It's  not  the  secret 
of  the  government  that's  keep- 
ing you  dumb/Oh,  it's  the  other 
way  around."  But  the  rest  of  the 
album  reflects  the  first  single, 
"12:51",  and  its  world  of  drinking 
and  partying  and  come-and-go 
lovers.  Good,  but  not  great.  Call 
it  the  same  Strokes  for  the  same 
folks.-CHRIS  CLARK 
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THE  CANADIAN  FORCES 
ARMY  RESERVE 


LA  RESERVE  DE  L'ARMEE  DE  TERRE 
DES  FORCES  CANADIENNES 


PART-TIME  CAREER 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Be  part  of  our  team  and  take  pride  in  your  career. 
In  the  Canadian  Forces  Army  Reserve,  we: 

•  Are  dedicated  to  serving  Canada  at  home  and  abroad 

•  Work  in  a  challenging  environment 

•  Learn  leadership  skills 

Take  up  the  challenge  of  vi/orking  in  today's  Army  Reserve. 
Just  look  at  what  we  offer  you! 

•  A  wide  range  of  career  opportunities 

•  Practical  hands-on  experience 

•  Help  with  paying  for  your  education 

•  Voluntary  overseas  missions 

Now  hiring  for  part-time 
and  sumnner  jobs! 
(416)  635-ARMY 

STRONG.  PROUD. 
TODAY'S  CANADIAN  FORCES. 


1^ 


DES  POSSIBILITES  DE  CARRIERES 
A  TEMPS  PARTIEL 

Faites  partie  de  I'equipe  de  la  Reserve  de  I'Armee  de  terre. 
C'est  avec  dignite  et  fierte  que  nous  sommes  : 

•  au  service  des  Canadiens,  autant  au  pays  qu'a  Tetranger 

•  appeles  a  relever  des  defis  passionnants 

•  engages  a  developper  nos  competences  en  leadership 

Une  carriere  au  sein  de  la  Reserve  de  I'Armee  de  terre, 
c'est  bien  plus  qu'un  simple  emploi.  Nous  vous  offrons  : 

•  de  nombreuses  possibilites  de  carrieres 

•  I'occasion  d'apprendre  en  travailiant 

•  de  vous  aider  a  payer  vos  etudes 

•  de  participer  a  titre  volontaire  a  des  missions  a  I'etranger 

Nous  recrutons  maintenant  pour  des  emplois  a 
temps  partiel  et  des  emplois  d'ete. 
(416)  635-ARMY 

DECOUVREZ  VOS  FORCES 
DANS  LES  FORCES  CANADIENNES. 
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Out  with  the  old,  in  with  the  Blue 

The  200^  Varsity  Blues  football  season  in  review 


byRUSSHOFF 
VARSITY  STAFF 


2003  was  advertised  as  a  season  of 
reinvention  for  the  football  Blues. 
There  was  a  new  head  coach,  and 
a  new  playing  surface  to  set  the 
team  back  on  track.  But  coach  Steve 
Hewlett  was  a  former  standout  with 
the  Blues,  and  the  "new"  playing  sur- 
face was  a  temporary  venue  built  on 
the  site  of  the  sorely  missed  Varsity 
Stadium.  Thus,  everything  old  was 
new  again  in  Blues  country. 

But  this  season,  to  indulge  in 
another  cliche,  was  the  same  old 
song  for  the  Blues.  The  team's  com- 
petitive heartbeat  was  very  faint  as 
they  finished  a  dismal  0-8,  and  broke 
their  own  OUA  record  for  points  al- 
lowed in  a  season. 

Despite  the  losing  record,  there 
are  several  positives  the  Blues 
should  take  into  the  off-season. 
Team  progress  was  evident  this 
year,  particularly  in  many  of  the 
green  Blues.  Howlett  has  said  time 
and  again  that  his  mission  is  long- 
term  development,  and  it  became 
clear  this  season  that  the  team  is 
slowly  moving  in  the  right  direction. 

The  Blues'  main  problem  over 
the  past  few  years  has  been  stabil- 
ity. From  the  constant  coaching 
changes,  to  the  inability  to  retain 
players  for  more  than  a  couple  of 
seasons,  the  Blues  have  been  rav- 
aged by  their  inability  to  progress. 
The  Blues,  quite  simply,  have  not 
been  able  to  improve  the  players 
that  stay,  or  recruit  new  ones  to  fill 
the  void  left  by  those  that  move  on. 

For  the  team  to  improve,  Howlett's 
young  charges  must  not  only  be  re- 
tained, but  must  take  it  upon  them- 
selves to  improve  physically  for  next 
year.  Position-by-position,  here  is  a 
look  at  how  the  2003  Blues  fared: 

Quarterback: 

As  expected,  two-sport  athlete 
Carter  Livingstone  took  essentially 
all  the  snaps  in  2003.  While  Living- 
stone did  throw  for  over  1,200  yards, 
he  also  threw  a  total  of  24  INTs  and 
only  three  TDs  all  season.  Well 
regarded  rookie  backup  Adam  Ku- 
previcius  did  not  get  any  experience 
at  the  position  he  was  recruited  to 
play,  and  this  may  severely  hamper 
the  Blues'  QB  development. 


byJYLLMALBEUF 


Who  could  have  imagined  that 
the  runner-up  of  the  ninth  annual 
Toronto  Marathon  would  turn  out 
to  be  a  U  of  T  student?  Finishing 
the  42  km  race  with  a  time  of 
two  hours  and  36  minutes,  Mark 
Stone  was  the  first  Canadian  to 
cross  the  finish  line  on  Oct.  19. 
He  placed  second,  only  minutes 
behind  the  champion  Lemy  Chen- 
gere  from  Ethiopia.  It's  all  rather 
impressive  for  a  guy  who's  been 
running  seriously  for  only  a  year 
and  a  half,  and  has  raced  in  only 
two  other  marathons  prior  to  this 
one. 

At  6'2  and  1.50  lbs,  Stone  is  cer- 
tainly gifted  with  the  physique 
necessary  to  run  long  distances. 


Offensive  Backs: 

Standout  Templar  Iga  carried  the 
load  on  offense  for  the  Blues  in  2003. 
Iga  ran  the  ball  125  times  for  500 
yards  and  three  TDs,  despite  miss- 
ing almost  two  games  due  to  injury. 
Statistically  Iga  needs  to  improve  his 
yards-per-carry  average  (4.0)  to  be 
considered  amongst  the  top  running 
backs  in  the  OUA.  A  big,  experienced 
blocking  fullback  would  do  wonders 
for  Iga's  production. 

Receivers: 

Jason  Riff  and  Ian  Watson  both 
had  arguably  their  best  seasons 
as  Blues  in  2003.  What  the  Blues 
desperately  needed  was  someone 
to  stretch  defenses,  something 
Watson's  surgically  repaired  knee 
had  trouble  handling.  The  Blues 
have  two  big  strong  inside  receivers 
in  Aaron  Merkle  and  the  oft-injured 
Amos  Pudsey.  Getting  the  ball 
into  their  hands  would  have  been 
especially  helpful  in  relieving  the 
pressure  on  Riff  and  Watson,  but 
they  were  sorely  underused  in  the 


Finishing  ninth  in  his  first  mara- 
thon appearance  last  year,  Stone 
found  he  had  qualified  for  the 
Boston  Marathon — something 
that  often  takes  years  of  training 
with  coaches  and  running  clubs. 
"I  haven't  really  had  a  coach... 
I've  just  trained  by  myself,"  he  re- 
plies modestly.  Relying  primarily 
on  the  recommended  schedule 
found  inside  the  running  book, 
Running  from  Start  to  Finish,  Mark 
makes  it  his  goal  to  run  every- 
day, no  less  than  60-70  miles  per 
week. 

Originally  from  Lindsay,  Ont., 
Stone  has  attended  U  of  T  for  the 
last  four  years  and  is  currently 
studying  medicine.  An  honours 
student,  he  picked  up  running 
as  a  hobby  two  and  a  half  years 


passing  game.  The  addition  here  of  a 
tall,  fast  recruit  would  work  wonders 
for  the  future. 

Offensive  Line: 

This  unit  was  supposed  to  be  a 
strength  for  the  team,  coming  out  of 
last  season,  but  instead  it  lost  three 
returning  veterans  and  an  NCAA 
transfer  prior  to  2003  training  camp. 
Big  tackle  Andy  Campbell  showed 
flashes  of  promise,  and  University 
of  Ottawa  transfer  Josh  Armstrong 
played  well  at  the  other  tackle  posi- 
tion. These  two  bookends  could  so- 
lidify the  unit  for  the  next  few  years. 

Defensive  Line: 

This  unit  was  not  a  strength  for 
the  Blues.  They  repeatedly  failed 
to  stop  the  running  attacks  of  other 
OUA  teams.  East-West  Bowl  rep- 
resentative Bob  Vranich  suffered 
without  a  balanced  presence  at  the 
other  end.  Transfer  students  Phil 
Vreugdenhill  and  Malcolm  McKin- 
non  performed  adequately,  but  inex- 
perience and  injury  really  damaged 
the  defensive  line. 


ago.  "I  started  originally  because 
it  relieved  the  stress  from  school, 
then  I  really  started  enjoying  it," 
he  says. 

Although  his  dad  is  an  avid  run- 
ner, he  never  competed  in  high 
school  track  or  cross  country, 
and  surprisingly  only  tried  out 
for  the  U  of  T  cross  country  team 
for  the  first  time  this  year.  "Sadly 
it  didn't  fit  into  my  schedule  be- 
cause of  med  school.  Hopefully 
next  year." 

In  this  year's  Toronto  Mara- 
thon, Stone  was  looking  to  beat 
his  former  record.  "My  goal  was 
to  finish  at  2:30,  though  1  didn't 
do  as  well  as  I  had  hoped,"  he 
says,  adding  "1  felt  good  at  the 
start,  a  little  nervous,  I  have  to 
admit  though,  1  was  really  tired  at 


Linebackers: 

Derek  Wheeler,  among  the  leading 
OUA  tacklers  every  season,  was  the 
poster  boy  for  this  defense.  However 
the  Blues  defense  could  not  stop  of- 
fensive drives  with  any  consistency. 
Sean  Henderson,  playing  extensively 
for  the  first  time  in  his  four  years  with 
the  Blues,  showed  a  lot  of  potential, 
and  really  made  many  question  why 
he  hadn't  played  before.  Along  with 
Wheeler  and  Henderson,  several 
youngsters  showed  progress,  most 
notably  Tony  Tiberia.  The  progress 
of  this  unit  will  greatly  determine 
the  fortunes  of  the  Blues  in  the  next 
few  years. 

Defensive  Backs: 

This  unit  was  ravaged  by  attrition 
before  the  opening  of  training  camp. 
One  of  the  only  returning  starters, 
Jeff  Bushell,  performed  adequately, 
while  Mike  Earp,  returning  from 
knee  surgery,  proved  that  he  could 
anchor  this  unit  in  the  next  few 
years.  Young  players  Mike  Tutty 
and  Sam  Appiah  made  strong  con- 


the  end."  Stone  qualified  for  the 
Boston  Marathon  again  this  year. 
"I  really  just  want  to  run  the  best 
I  can  [in  Boston],  hopefully  I  can 
beat  last  year's  time  [of  2:50]." 

Although  "it  was  neat  getting 
press,"  Stone  laughs  off  the  idea 
of  becoming  a  professional  run- 
ner, saying  "I  run  for  the  chal- 
lenge. I've  never  considered  a  pro 
career;  I'm  just  not  fast  enough." 

The  Toronto  Marathon  (for- 
mally known  as  the  Canadian 
International)  is  the  largest  com- 
petitive marathon  in  the  country. 
The  grueling  race  spans  the  en- 
tire city,  all  the  way  from  Steeles 
Avenue  to  Front  Street.  This  year, 
the  marathon  was  host  to  30 
different  countries  and  close  to 
10,000  participants. 


tributions  to  a  young  and  potentially 
very  good  defensive  secondary.  The 
youth  and  size  that  this  unit  pos- 
sesses bodes  very  well  for  the  Blues' 
future  in  an  OUA  rife  with  big,  strong 
receivers. 

Special  Teams: 

This  unit  was  hurt  more  than 
any  other  by  the  loss  of  veteran 
players.  The  lack  of  a  true  kicker  or 
punter  really  hurt  the  team  in  an 
early,  winnable  game  against  Wa- 
terloo. The  kick-coverage  too  was 
often  suspect,  and  had  many  in  the 
stands  holding  their  breath.  George 
Polyzois,  continuing  the  long  tradi- 
tion of  standout  St. Mike's  players  at 
U  of  T,  showed  flashes  of  brilliance. 
He  should  be  stationed  on  the  Blues' 
kick-return  team  for  the  next  four 
years,  at  least. 

Coaching  Staff: 

The  first  year  of  a  new  coaching 
staff  almost  always  goes  in  one  of 
two  directions.  There  is  the  quick- 
fix,  and  then  there  is  the  coaching 
staff  that  builds  slowly,  for  the  fu- 
ture. Coach  Howlett  and  his  staff  had 
no  choice  but  to  build  for  the  future. 

With  so  many  veteran  and  role 
players  gone,  the  Blues  had  to  rely 
on  their  young  and  inexperienced 
players  to  guide  them  through  a 
tough  OUA  schedule.  Bob  Howes 
worked  wonders  on  the  offensive 
line,  cutting  and  pasting  to  make  the 
most  of  a  unit  hit  hard  by  attrition 
and  injury.  Defensive  coordinator 
Chris  Hadley's  scheme  is  a  good 
college  defense,  but  he  did  not  really 
have  the  personnel  in  place  to  make 
it  work  to  its  full  potential. 

The  real  test  of  this  staff  will  come 
shortly,  however,  as  the  recruiting 
season  begins.  It  is  crucial  that 
Howlett  and  his  staff  develop  and 
maintain  good  relationships  with 
feeder  schools  in  the  city,  so  as  to 
be  able  to  bring  in  some  decent 
young  football  players.  Too  often  in 
the  past.  Blues  recruiting  focuses  on 
players  with  raw  skill  but  no  football 
experience.  To  compete  in  the  OUA, 
the  Blues  need  to  recruit  players 
that  have  played  football  before,  bot- 
tom line.  With  the  right  approach, 
this  coaching  staff  can  forge  recruits 
into  the  sort  of  team  that  can  and 
will  compete  every  Saturday  in  the 
ever-tougher  OUA. 


COURTESY  OF  MARK  STONE 


Mark  Stone  in  action 


Med  student  masters  marathon 
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Raptors  play  host  to  university  ball 


UofTs  women  meet  York  in  the  finals 


by  LILLIAN  PARSONS 


The  inaugural  Raptors  Invitational 
Tournament  took  place  this  past 
weekend,  from  Oct.  24  to  Oct.  26. 
Competing  over  the  three  days 
were  16  teams — eight  men's  and 
eight  women's — representing  10 
different  universities  from  all 
around  Ontario.  The  tournament 
was  established  by  the  Toronto 
Raptors  Basketball  Develop- 
ment program  to  encourage  and 
promote  the  skills  and  ability  of 
Ontario's  university  and  college 
basketball  programs.  This  year, 
Sprite  signed  on  as  the  central 
sponsor  of  the  weekend,  and  was 
eager  to  support  the  players  and 
coaches. 

The  Varsity  Blues  men's  team 
was  seeded  eighth  and  began 
the  tournament  against  number- 
one  ranked  McMaster  University. 
Held  at  Humber  College's  Athletic 
Centre  on  Friday,  the  game  ended 
in  a  loss  for  the  Blues  with  a  score 
of  91-56.  McMaster  went  on  to  win 
the  tournament,  beating  York  in 
the  final  62-54. 

In  their  next  match-up,  the 
Blues  managed  to  dominate  their 
city  rival,  the  fifth-seed  Ryerson 
Rams.  The  win,  64-53,  counted  in 
the  consolation  round  for  U  of  T. 

The  Blues  Dayo  Baiyewu  played 
especially  well,  putting  26  points 
up  on  the  scoreboard  in  29  min- 
utes. Fifth-year  Jonathon  Taweel 
also  had  an  outstanding  game, 
grabbing  15  rebounds  and  netting 
12  points. 

The  Blues,  led  by  interim  head 
coach  Sherwyn  Benn,  lost  all  five 
of  their  starters  in  the  off-season, 
but  are  looking  forward  to  return- 
ing this  season  with  a  young  group 
of  talented  players. 

The  women's  team,  ranked  fifth 
going  into  the  tournament,  was 
on  fire  all  weekend.  They  started 
the  Raptors  Invitational  against 
fourth-seed  Brock  at  the  Ryerson 
Athletic  Centre.  Thanks  to  a  solid 
performance  by  the  entire  team, 
the  game  ended  in  favour  of  the 
Blues,  70-62. 

'The  team  opened  up  a  strong 
second  half,  and  maintained  their 


composure  and  strength  in  the 
last  four  minutes  of  the  game," 
commented  head  coach  Michele 
Belanger  after  the  win.  Fourth- 
year  guard  Vanessa  Nobrega  was 
named  player  of  the  game. 

Next  came  the  championship 
semi-finals  against  McMaster 
University.  Facing  Mac,  the  top 
team  in  Ontario,  the  Blues  re- 
ally stepped  up  their  play.  Kaila 
MacAlpine  supplied  a  total  of  22 
points  in  22  minutes,  while  team- 
mates Nikki  Doucet  and  Jennifer 
Coens  scored  12  and  10  points 
respectively. 

.  Once  again,  when  the  buzzer 
sounded  the  end  of  the  game,  the 
Varsity  Blues  came  out  with  a  win 
and  a  score  of  65-56. 

On  Sunday  evening,  the  Blues 
took  on  the  number-two  ranked 
York  Lions  at  the  Air  Canada 
Centre  in  the  women's  champion- 
ship game.  The  team  played  hard, 
opening  the  game  up  with  Jennifer 
Coens  snagging  the  first  rebound 
and  scoring  the  first  basket. 

The  game  was  close  all  the  way 
through,  and  in  the  last  half  the 
York  Lions  came  on  strong  with  a 
defense  that  proved  too  much  for 
the  Blues.  The  final  score  of  68-63 
went  in  favour  of  York. 

Nevertheless,  the  Blues  played 
an  outstanding  game  with  extraor- 
dinary performances  from  the 
whole  team.  First-years  Christine 
Cho  and  Amanda  Van  Leeuwen 
provided  great  energy  on  and  off 
the  bench,  while  standouts  Nikki 
Doucet,  Kaila  MacAlpine  and  Bri- 
lynn  Ferguson  scored  a  combined 
total  of  32  points.  Guard  Vanessa 
Nobrega  was  named  to  the  tourna- 
ment's all-star  team. 

The  Varsity  Blues  performed 
well  throughout  the  whole  tourna- 
ment, keeping  their  heads  up  and 
improving  on  their  defense.  They 
are  looking  forward  to  the  rest 
of  the  season,  hoping  to  win  the 
OUA  Championship  and  make  it 
to  nationals. 

The  men's  and  women's  first 
regular  season  home  games  are 
Nov.  14  against  Laurier,  at  8  and 
6pm  respectively. 


ANTHONY  HEMPELL 

Coach  Michele  Belanger  gives  the  women's  basketball  team  some  words  of  wisdom  at  the  inaugural 
Raptors  Invitational  Tournament.  The  fifth-seed  Blues  lost  to  York  in  the  finals,  68-63. 
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contingent  of  backpack  wearing 
students,  most  of  whom  arrived 
in  the  middle  of  the  meeting, 
distinguishing  them  from  the 
rest  of  the  crowd.  The  group  was 
there  to  bring  attention  to  the 
issue  of  physical  activity  and 
recreation's  in  U  of  T's  general 
well-being  and  academic  suc- 
cess, an  issue  they  say  the  White 
Paper  ignores. 

A  letter  sent  to  the  architect  of 
the  document.  Provost  Shirley 
Neuman,  on  Monday,  Oct.  27  by 
the  Council  of  Athletics  and  Rec- 
reation (CAR),  articulates  their 
position. 

CAR,  an  organization  that  rep- 
resents undergrads  and  grads 
in  a  variety  of  disciplines  over 
all  three  U  of  T  campuses,  says 
athletics  and  recreation  are  es- 
sential for  U  of  T's  population. 
They  counterbalance  stress, 
offer  health,  educational  and 
cultural  benefits,  and  help  pro- 
mote U  of  T's  image  to  the  world 


through  varsity  teams.  Despite 
its  importance,  physical  activity 
isn't  mentioned  in  the  provost's 
document. 

Addressing  these  concerns, 
Neuman  readily  admits  "the 
White  Paper  sets  does  not  ad- 
dress a  great  many  of  the  uni- 
versity's ongoing  and  particular 
activities." 

But  this  answer  doesn't  cut  it 
for  Norman.  "It's  one  thing  not 
to  fund  sport  recreation  and 
leisure,  but  you  know  what?  The 
other  thing  is  that  it's  not  even 
in  the  document  .  .  .it's  not  even 
recognized  as  an  integral  part  of 
this  university,"  he  says. 

Field,  and  fellow  CAR  co-chair 
Catherine  Scandrett,  say  even 
though  the  campuses'  facilities 
and  programs  are  well  used  or 
over  used,  budget  cuts  have 
hampered  funding  to  both  the 
strength  and  conditioning  cen- 
tre and  fitness  classes,  as  well 
as  forcing  the  implementation  of 
new  user  fees. 

This  trend  of  increased  reli- 


ance on  ancillary  or  secondary 
source  fees  to  fund  athletics  is 
another  of  CAR's  major  com- 
plaints. Scandrett  says  these 
fees  make  physical  activity 
increasingly  exclusive,  a  direct 
contradiction  of  the  values  of 
equity  and  diversity  outlined  in 
the  Paper. 

During  the  town  hall,  however, 
Neuman  spoke  of  the  larger  pic- 
ture, and  of  budget  cuts  to  the 
university  dating  back  to  the 
early  1990's.  Neuman  argued  she 
had  the  unenviable  task  of  cut- 
ting budgets  to  faculties  by  4.45 
per  cent  last  year.  The  provost 
says  she  isn't  targeting  athletics 
specifically,  but  she  also  isn't 
"willing  to  make  it  a  priority 
over  the  academic  work  of  the 
university,  which  is  the  basic 
reason  why  we're  here." 

In  September  alone,  13,590 
different  people  made  use  of  the 
AC,  but  the  idea  that  students 
are  "voting  with  their  bodies," 
is  not  enough  for  the  provost  to 
revise  her  paper.  Neuman  says 


increased  financial  support  from 
CAR,  a  willingness  on  the  part  of 
student  leaders  to  partner  with 
the  university  to  rebuild  the 
stadium  and  track,  and  a  clear 
indication  from  SAC  that  recre- 
ational athletics  is  at  the  top  of 
its  priorities,  are  all  things  she 


would  find  more  convincing. 

CAR  threw  down  a  gauntlet  of 
their  own,  urging  the  provost  to 
join  them  in  a  demonstration  at 
Queen's  Park.  The  demonstra- 
tion would  aim  to  solicit  more 
money  from  the  provincial  gov- 
ernment for  university  funding. 
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Women  fight  the  "ponytail  phenomenon" 


by  IAN  HA 

VAeSITV  STAFF 


"Sport  is  political,"  said  Helen  Len- 
skyj,  a  U  of  T  sociology  professor, 
last  week  at  the  Varsity  Deli,  coffee 
in  fiand.  "Sport  is  a  human  activity. 
A  human  activity  practiced  by  large 
groups  of  humans  is  political  by 
definition." 

If  this  comment  irks  you,  then 
there's  a  lot  more  professor  Lenskyj 
could  get  you  riled  up  about. 

Lenskyj,  a  staunch  feminist  and 
lesbian,  has  recently  published  her 
fourth  book,  called  Out  on  the  Field: 
Gender,  Sport  and  Sexualities.  The  vol- 
ume is  an  examination  of  female  ath- 
letes, particularly  lesbians,  and  the 
heterosexual  expectations  they  face. 
You  wouldn't  know  it  from  her  slight 
build  and  motherly  Australian  accent, 
but  she's  got  some  fighting  words  to 
say  about  women  and  sport. 

As  she  sees  it,  many  female  athletes 
are  pressured  to  "look"  heterosexual 
out  of  fear  of  being  called  lesbians. 
She  cites  what  she  calls  the  pony-tail 
phenomenon  as  one  example:  long 
hciir  equals  good,  buzzcuts  equal  bad. 
"It's  a  trivial  point,  but  it's  indicative 
of  a  larger  trend:  either  the  women 
themselves  or  the  women  and  their 
peers  or  individuals  are  pressuring 
each  other... to  look  'feminine.'" 

Out  on  the  Field  traces  the  sources 
of  that  pressure.  Early  beliefs  rejected 
women  as  athletes  altogether,  view- 
ing them  as  too  "frail"  and  unsuited  to 
physical  activity.  These  myths  would 
dissolve  over  time,  but  new  ones 
would  take  their  place.  "If  you  were 
heterosexual  and  sport  was  domi- 
nated by  lesbians,  according  to  this 
homophobic  myth,  you'd  be  recruited 
and  converted  [to  lesbianism],"  said 
Lenskyj. 


This  may  sound  absurd  to  modern 
ears,  but  Lenskyj  asserts  that  such 
stigmas  continue  to  exist.  Lingering 
questions  of  female  identity  in  sports 
hang  uncomfortably  over  many  locker 
rooms,  and  weaker  variants  of  the  fe- 
male apologetic  of  the  1970's — a  belief 
in  the  necessity  of  compromising  acts 
to  gain  public  acceptance — remain. 

Commerce  only  complicates  the 
matter.  With  the  commercialization  of 
women's  sports  through  professional 
hockey  and  basketball  leagues,  the 
selling  of  sports — and  the  women 
who  play  them — has  become  an  eco- 
nomic reality.  "Sponsors  don't  see  it 
as  a  good  marketing  strategy  to  sink 
their  money  into  a  team  with  short- 
haired,  unadorned  women  who  look 
'butch,'"  she  said.  "You're  not  going  to 
sell  lipstick." 

Indeed,  women's  professional  ten- 
nis has  taken  this  truism  to  extremes, 
where  short  skirts  have  become  blase 
and  games  now  dual  as  part  fashion 
show. 

But  lipstick  or  no  lipstick,  Lenskyj 
argues  that  in  the  university  setting  it 
is  the  culture  of  sport  and  not  market 
pressures  that  fuel  homophobia  in 
varsity  locker  rooms.  "This  homo- 
phobic climate  plays  out  in  women's 
sports  in  extraordinary  efforts  to 
present  oneself  as  heterosexually  at- 
tractive," she  said. 

Lenskyj  has  been  vigorously  at- 
tacked for  her  outspokenness  on 
women  in  sports,  her  area  of  research. 
She  was  told  to  keep  quiet  when  voic- 
ing displeasure  with  the  Olympics 
and  its  complicity  in  stigmatization. 
She  has  written,  among  other  things 
and  in  two  books,  how  stifling  expec- 
tations of  image  and  success  burden 
young  female  gymnasts. 

It  is  surprising  to  listen  to  Lenskyj's 
radical  politics  in  the  context  of  her 
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early  development.  Unlike  many 
women  in  the  sixties,  Lenskyj  got  her 
teacher's  certificate  straight  out  of 
high  school,  married,  and  had  a  fam- 
ily. But  an  early  teaching  experience 
in  Queensland,  Australia,  a  deeply 
sexist  and  racist  place  at  the  time, 
radicalized  her.  Lenskyj's  Master's 
work  in  Women's  Studies  at  OISE  in 
the  I970's  would  complete  her  femi- 
nist awakening. 

It  is  maybe  no  wonder,  then,  that 
the  book  calls  for  a  radical  political- 
ization  of  sport.  If  the  book  is  about 
one  thing,  it  is  that  a  liberal  human- 
ist agenda —  one  that  espouses  that 
homosexuality  is  and  should  remain 
a  private  matter — doesn't  cut  it  in  the 
big  picture.  In  fact,  writes  Lenskyj,  the 
agenda  is  hampering  feminist  prog- 
ress by  ignoring  other  realities  like 
labour  and  minority  rights. 

"I'm  more  critical  of  liberal  human- 
ist organizing  that  doesn't  take  a 
broad  sociological  view  of  the  prob- 
lem," she  said,  "and  characterizes  it 
as  'we'll  be  nice  to  the  lesbian  associa- 
tion, but  we  don't  want  to  keep  hear- 
ing about  how  oppressed  they  are  or 
how  much  harassment  they  suffer.'" 
She  concluded  that  "the  hidden  mes- 
sage is  that  if  [we]  would  just  shut  up 
and  stop  being  so  blatantly  lesbian 
then  [we]  wouldn't  be  harassed." 

Given  her  commitment  to  the  femi- 
nist cause,  don't  expect  Lenskyj  to 
quiet  down  any  time  soon. 


COURTESrOFWWW.KOURNIKOVA.COM 

Anna  Kournikova,  the  ponytailed  tennis  beauty,  proves  that  for 
female  athletes,  sex  sells. 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808 -GOOD  PAY  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

TEACH  ENGLISH  OVERSEAS! 

TESOL  Workshops  for  Canadians,  Toronto 
-  Saturday,  November  8.  One  day  and 
you're  on  your  way!  1-866-912-4465 
www.goteach.ca 

SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED! 

Make  extra  money  while  helping  others 
by  becoming  a  Xytex  Sperm  Donor  Ages 
18-38.  Call  416-924-3021  today! 


REHEARSAL  SPACE 

Central,  fully  equipped  rooms,  great 
gear,  cool  space.  Dave  416-465-8748; 
416-731-5497, 


DOWNTOWN  PARKING  AVAILABLE 

Indoor  parking  in  a  modern  condo 
building  w/security.  60  Homewood  Ave, 
between  Maitland  and  Carlton,  1  block 
East  of  Jarvis.  $60  p/month  or  I  year  for 
3.  For  info  call  (416)  530-9717 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor.  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

CUSTOMIZED  FOOT  ORTHOTICS 

Order  1  pair  and  get  2nd  pair  for  yourself 
or  someone  else  totally  free — manufac- 
tured by  orthotic  lab—  416-735-7912. 
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you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 
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&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compuflow.  416/539-9443. 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropology, 
Business,  Commerce,  Drama,  East  Asian 
studies,  Zoology,  Highly  qualified  gradu- 
ates will  help!  Call  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessay@bellnet,ca 

PUBLIC  SPEAKING 

Increase  confidence,  credibility,  cha- 
risma. Practice  skills:  best  body  language, 
dynamic  voice,  professional  language 
and  more.  Complimentary  book,  Patricia, 
motivational  speaker  416-763-2540. 

SAFE-EFFECTIVE-NATURAL 
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Personal  follow-up  &  guaranteed  results. 
416-697-3762. 

EXPRESSIVE  ARTS  GROUP 

Want  a  break  from  lectures  and  mid- 
terms? Art  group  meeting  every  Thursday 
from  3-5  pm.  No  previous  art  experience 
required.  $10  per  session,  materials 
included.  Spaces  are  limited.  Email  Angela 
at  angela.shik@sympatico.ca  to  reserve 
your  spot. 


COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C,  C-i-H,  Data  Structures.  Tutoring, 
Exam  Review,  Programming  Lessons.  Ed 
416-785-5115  students  @cstutoring.com 


GET  TOP  MARKS 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience,  special- 
izing in  MATH  133,  135,  136,  235:  CHM 
138,  139,  247;  ECO  220;  STA  220;  PHYS 
110.  Past  tests  and  exams  available  for 
practice,  (416)  785-8898. 

MATHEMATICS  TUTORING 

Calculus,  Linear  Algebra  etc.  -  private 
tutoring,  $16  for  one  and  a  half  hours. 
Marvin  Hersh,  416-534-3736.  (Have  and 
A  in  Math  157Y,  was  a  Math  TA.  am  very 
patient), 

CHEMISTRY  TUTOR 

U  of  T  Ph.D.,  with  teaching  experience 
will  offer  help  in  basic  chemistry 
courses.  416-398-6806. 

PROFESSIONAL  MATH  HELP 

Post-graduate  math  degree  plus  years 
of  teaching  and  tutoring  experience. 
All  levels.  Group  rates  available.  Quiet 
location  minutes  from  campus,  416- 
388-5789;  utmath@rogers,com 


ESSAY  HELP  -  RESEARCH  &  WRITING 

All  subjects,  including  Humanities, 
Business.  Philosophy  and  more...  Also: 
GRADUATE  SCHOOL  APPLICATIONS  for 
M.B.A,,  Law  School,  Teaching  degree... 
Call  416-753-8377. 


VARSITY 

■Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  1VI5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 
,-^a,„.v..aj.„-..,„v:.^-,...^,^v...»   issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 
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Arts  and  Science  faculty  launches  new  magazine 


"It's  just  pronounced  'Ideas,'  said 
Diana  Kuprel,  the  editor  of  the  new 
U  of  T  magazine  Idea&s.  The  <£,  she 
explained,  was  a  design  element  to 
incorporate  A&S,  meaning  the  Fac- 
ulty of  Arts  and  Science.  Volume  1, 
Number  1  of  Idea&s,  published  by 
the  faculty,  was  included  in  90,000 
copies  of  the  Globe  and  Mail  on 
Tuesday. 

"The  magazine  was  an  opportuni- 
ty to  share  with  a  wider  readership," 
said  Kuprel,  who  works  for  the  facul- 
ty. "We  have  a  really  talented  group 
of  people  and  wanted  to  share  with 
the  general  public  what's  going  on 
[in  the  Arts  and  Science  faculty]." 

Although  the  magazine  was 
delivered  to  90,000  Globe  subscrib- 
ers, that  was  just  an  introductory 
splash  to  publicize  the  new  maga- 


zine, which  will  eventually  come 
out  twice  a  year  and  produce  about 
10,000  copies. 

Kuprel  said  that  even  though  U 
of  T  already  produces  an  Alumni 
magazine  and  several  other  publica- 
tions, Idea&s  is  meant  to  fill  a  niche. 

"The  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 
hasn't  had  a  dedicated  publication, 
which  is  something  at  this  point  we 
had  an  opportunity  to  address,"  she 
said. 

Idea&s  also  boasts  a  formidable 
Editorial  Advisory  Committee,  with 
Toronto  heavy-hitters  like  George 
Elliot  Clarke,  John  Eraser,  Hal  Nied- 
viecki,  and  Arlene  Perly  Rae  on- 
board. How  did  she  persuade  them 
to  join  up? 

"I  asked  them,"  she  deadpanned. 
-GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 


Teach  English 

Worldwide! 

Start  Your  Adventure  Toda 


World  Class  TESOL 
Certification  in  5-days 

Over  25,000  Global  TESOL 
Graduates  are  Teaching 
in  85  Countries 

.  Study  In-Class,  Online 
or  by  Correspondence 


Job  Guarantee! 

FREE  Info  Night  Monday 
7pm-#209,101  SpadinaAv 

1-888-270-2941 


giobditesoi.com 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


■  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

■  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

■  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

■  Compreliensive  Study  Materials 

■  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

■  Free  Repeat  Policy 

■  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240 
1-800-269-6719 


wwntf.oxforcbeiniiiars.coin 


'Because  Practice  Without  Approacti  is  Hazardous. 

For  a  legal  problem  you  want  a  lawyer. 
For  an  LSAT  book  you  want  ttie  finest  auttior. 
For  an  LSAT  PREP  Course  you  want  the  finest  teacher. 
Only  prep.com  offers  all  three! 

This  spring  and  summer  John  Richardson,  BA.,  LIB,  J.D. 
author  of  Mastering  the  LSAT  and  Law  Sctiool  Bound  will 
for  the  24'^  consecutive  year  PERSONALLY  teach  his  LIVE 
program  on  the  U  of  T  campus.  LSAT  Prep  for  the 
December  LSAT:  Starts  November  6,  13  and  20, 


To  suscribe  to  the  Law  School  Bound 
email  newsletter,  email:  lawnews@prep.com 


University  of  Victoria  brings 
in  gender-neutral  washrooms 
for  trans  students 

VICTORIA  (CUP)  --  More  than  400 
students  who  moved  into  the  Univer- 
sity of  Victoria's  three  new  residences 
this  fall  have  access  to  single-stall, 
unisex  washrooms. 

Gender-neutral  and  gender-inclu- 
sive facilities  eliminate  the  need  for 
people  to  identify  themselves  as  ei- 
ther men  or  women,  since  their  doors 
either  feature  pictograms  for  two  gen- 
ders or  simply  read  Washroom. 

"The  general  purpose  is  human 
space,"  said  Liisa  Gibson,  residence 
life  co-ordinator.  "There  are  times 
when  it  becomes  political  and  per- 
sonal about  where  you  go,  but  other 
times  the  label  doesn't  get  to  decide 
when  you  need  to  use  a  bathroom." 

A  transgendered  student  at  the 
university,  speaking  under  the  condi- 
tion of  anonymity,  reported  feeling 
uncomfortable  and  unsafe  entering 
any  space  segregated  by  sex.  The 
student  said  the  new  washrooms  are 
fantastic. 

A  transgendered  student  at  Simon 
Fraser  University  in  Burnaby,  B.C., 


has  been  calling  for  gender-neutral 
washrooms  on  campus  since  last  fall. 
Louis  Julig,  a  member  of  the  so-called 
bathroom  committee,  told  Cana- 
dian University  Press  gender-neutral 
washrooms  should  be  available  as  a 
basic  human  right  since  they  provide 
a  safe,  discrimination-free  place  for 
any  intersexed,  transgendered,  or 
genderqueer  person. 

"Gendering  spaces  excludes 
people,"  said  Julig,  a  former  SFU 
student  union  executive.  "1  know 
that  when  I  go  to  use  a  washroom  on 
campus  that's  gendered,  it's  a  serious 


SEAN  PATRICK  SULLIVAN 

inconvenience  in  my  day  and  it's  very 
stressful." 

The  anonymous  transgendered  stu- 
dent admits  the  labels  aren't  ideal,  but 
said  the  message  is  right  on. 

"The  man-woman  symbol  sadly 
reinforces  the  gender  binary,  but  in 
practical  terms,  I  think  it  makes  it  clear 
that  the  space  is  open  to  everyone.  Of 
course,  for  me  to  feel  really  welcomed 
in  a  washroom,  there  would  have  to 
be  a  figure  wearing  both  a  tux  and 
four-inch  heels  on  the  door." 
-MEGAN  STEWART 

The  Martlet  (University  of  Victoria) 


by  the  numbers  »  TAKE  THIS  JOB  AND  SHOVE  IT 


Many  postsecondary  students  work  in  addition  to  their  studies.  Statistics  Canada  has  found  that  college  and  university  students  who 
work  manage  their  time  differently,  but  not  in  the  ways  you  might  think.  For  instance,  female  students  who  had  a  job  spent  over  an 
hour  less  per  day  on  school  work,  but  actually  enjoyed  more  leisure  time,  while  male  students  with  a  job  had  less  leisure  time  but 
actually  increased  their  time  spent  on  school  work.  Female  students  were  slightly  more  likely  to  report  feeling  stressed  out  by  their 
schedule,  but  both  sexes  generally  felt  happier,  more  confident,  and  more  satisfied  with  their  life  than  their  jobless  counterparts. 
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UNDERGRADUATES!!!! 

Interested  in  Graduate  Studies  and 

Summer  Student  Positions  in 
Interdisciplinary  Medical  Research? 


Join  us  for  our  Department  of  Medical  Biophysics  Open  House  for 

prospective  graduate  and  summer  students. 

Potential  areas  of  research; 

>  Molecular  Genetics  of  Cancers 

>  Cellular  &  Molecular  Biology 

>  Medical  Physics  &  imaging 

>  Molecular  &  Structural  Biology 

When?  Saturday.  November  13,  2004.  from  9:30  a.m.  -  2:00  p.m. 
with  a  welcome  presentation  at  10:00  a.m. 

Where?  Ontario  Cancer  Institute/Princess  Margaret  Hospital 
(OCI/PMH),  610  University  Avenue,  7*  Floor  Atrium,  Toronto.  Ont. 

Visit  tine  various  boottis  set  up  by  labs,  meet  Professors.  Post- 
Doctoral  Fellows  and  Graduate  Students  for  informal  discussions, 
and  tour  the  research  facilities. 

For  more  information,  please  visit  our  website  at 
http://medbio.utoronto.ca 

Free  Admission  *  Free  Lunch  *  On-Site  Registration 

Sponsored  by  the  Dept  of  Medical  Biophysics  at  the  University  of 
Toronto  in  conjunction  Wtlh  the  Research  Divisions  of  the  Ontano  Cancer 
Institute  (Princess  Margaret  Hospital)  and  the  Sunnybrook  &  Women's 
College  Health  Sciences  Centre   
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Watching  and  waiting 


GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 


Anxious  political  junkies  gathered 
at  the  Munk  Centre's  Vivian  and  Da- 
vid Campbell  Conference  Centre  on 
Tuesday  night,  where  the  election 
coverage  was  displayed  on  the  con- 
ference centre's  big-screen  TV. 

Lars  Coenen,  a  visiting  researcher, 
was  in  the  crowd.  Coenen  was  sup- 
porting John  Kerry  because  "it  would 
be  safer  for  the  world,"  and  added 
that  "Bush's  politics  are  scary;  very 
much  built  on  fear."  Coenen,  born  in 
Holland,  said  that  Europeans  were 
paying  close  attention  to  the  elec- 
tion this  year  and  were  hoping  that 
a  Kerry  win  would  bring  "a  return  to 
the  90s."  He  said  that  Canadians  and 
Europeans  were  similar  because  they 
were  both  paying  more  attention  to 
American  politics,  but  he  added  that 
the  public  seemed  more  knowledge- 
able in  Canada. 

Also  watching  the  coverage  at 
the  Munk  Centre  was  Ian  Cooper 
(pictured  left),  a  post-doctoral  stu- 
dent who  lived  in  the  United  States 
for  several  years.  Cooper  was  also 
pulling  for  a  Kerry  win.  "1  think  he'll 
be  better  for  America,"  he  said,  "and 
better  for  the  world  in  that  he'll  have 
a  more  multilateral  foreign  policy."  Of 
Kerry's  opponent,  George  W.  Bush, 
Cooper  said,  "His  presidency  has  not 
been  a  success  by  any  measure. 

"Things  could  have  gone  a  different 
way  [after  September  11,  2001]." 
-VALENTINAJOVANOVSKI 


Jewish,  Muslim  groups 
avoid  endorsements 


George  W.  Bush  is  in  office  but 
not  all  Americans  are  happy,  nor 
are  all  student  groups  at  U  of  T. 

The  Muslim  Students'  Associa- 
tion hasn't  taken  a  stance  in  the 
election  but  that  hasn't  stopped 
the  association  from  siding 
against  Bush's  war  on  Iraq,  says 
Asma  Ali.  the  association's  vice 
president. 

"A  lot  of  Muslims  don't  support 
George  Bush  because  of  the  mea- 
sures he  takes  against  Muslims  in 
the  name  of  security,"  she  said. 
"But  it's  hard  to  tell  if  Kerry  won't 
uphold  the  same  measures." 

Ali  hasn't  really  been  following 
the  election,  herself.  "It's  sup- 
posed to  be  a  huge  issue  for  me," 
she  said.  "But  I've  been  busy." 

Hillel  at  U  of  T,  the  association 
of  Jewish  students,  is  not  taking 
sides  either,  to  avoid  alienating 
anyone.  "I  don't  think  it  would  be 
appropriate  to  take  a  stance,"  said 
Johanna  Herman,  the  president 
and  a  fourth  year  student. 

Opinion,  among  students  she's 
talked  to,  is  divided.  "There  are 
definitely  those  who  support 
Bush  because  of  his  policy  on  Is- 
rael and  there  are  some  students 
who  support  Kerry  because  of  his 
foreign  policy.. .Opinions  are  as 
diverse  as  we  are." 

Bush's  pro-Israel  stance  has 
appealed  to  some  in  the  Jewish 
community  but  Herman  isn't 
convinced.  She'd  be  voting  for 
Kerry  if  she  were  American  and 
she's  not  alone:  In  the  election, 
only  21%  of  the  Jewish  population 
voted  Republican. 

"[Kerry's]  had  a  great  record 
as  a  Senator,  he's  a  very  accom- 
plished person,  he  definitely 
has  his  own  merits,"  said  Her- 


Turnout  at  the  Rotman  Centre  was  less  than  expected. 


GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 


man.  "So,  I'm  not  just  choosing 
Kerry  because  I  don't  like  George 
Bush." 

Herman's  also  in  favour  of 
Kerry's  support  of  diplomacy, 
education,  and  health  care.  This 
is  because  of  her  values  as  a  Ca- 
nadian, she  said,  which  co-exist 
with  her  religious  values. 

Still.  Herman  is  trying  not  to 


be  pessimistic  about  Bush's  win. 
She's  more  concerned  about  the 
political  division  that  the  elec- 
tion has  caused  in  the  U.S.  "I'm 
not  that  surprised,"  she  said.  "I'm 
hoping  that  the  American  people 
will  come  together.  I'm  hoping 
Bush  has  something  to  unify  the 
people." 

-BRONWYNKIENAPPLE 


BEER  AND  DEMOCRACY 


GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 

The  Association  of  Political  Science  Students  (APSS]  gathered  at  the 
Ferret  and  the  Firkin  pub  just  south  of  Bloor  and  Spadina  Tuesday 
night  to  watch  the  presidential  election.  It  was  a  hot,  packed  house 
and  smelled  of  hot  wings  and  beer.  People  seemed  to  be  in  good 
spirits  during  the  early  results,  but  as  the  Republicans  gradually 
improved  their  numbers  in  the  race,  many  in  the  heavily  Kerry- 
supporting  crowd  seemed  to  lose  some  steam.  Of  course,  it  may 
have  been  the  booze  hitting  them. 

"I  have  my  beer  money  on  Bush,"  said  Steve  Masson,  who's 
studying  International  Relations.  "I'm  the  only  one  out  of  six.  [I  get] 
bragging  rights  if  I'm  right." 

"I'm  pro-Kerry,  fuck  yeah,"  said  Joanna  Mentelom.  "Pro  neutrality. 
Pro  compromise.  Get  something  positive  happening  in  the  Middle 
East." 

"I'm  not  a  fan  of  George  Bush,"  said  Marc  Flisfeder,  a  political 
science  student.  "I  think  he  stole  the  last  election.  I  think  he's  had 
a  horrible  time  going  unilaterally  into  the  war  in  Iraq.  I  think  he's  got 
into  a  huge  quagmire,  the  economy  in  the  states  is  horrible,  and  I 
think  at  this  point  anybody  would  be  better." 

Summed  up  Val,  a  waitress  at  the  pub:  "I  really  hope  that  the 
American  people  can  sort  out  their  government." 
-DANIEL  ROTH 


Gay  marriage  ban 
angers  LGBTOUT 

','Ifs  a  slap  in  the  face  for  democracy" 


Tuesday's  elections  were  not 
only  about  electing  senators  and 
presidents.  Many  states'  ballots 
also  included  questions  on  con- 
stitutional amendments  (known 
as  ballot  measures)  on  subjects 
from  marijuana  legalization  to 
stem  cell  research.  Gay  marriage, 
on  the  ballot  in  11  states,  was  the 
biggest  such  issue  facing  voters 
on  Tuesday. 

Millions  of  Americans  in  those 
11  states  voted  in  favour  of  con- 
stitutional amendments  banning 
same-sex  marriages. 

The  states  of  Arkansas,  Geor- 
gia, Kentucky,  Michigan,  Missis- 
sippi, Montana,  North  Dakota, 
Oklahoma,  Ohio,  and  Utah  all 
showed  a  decisive  majority  in 
favour  of  the  amendments.  In 
Oregon,  where  the  battle  was  the 
toughest — with  $3  million  spent 
bolstering  gay  activist  cam- 
paigns— the  outcome  was  made 
clear  with  a  56  per  cent  majority 
in  favour  of  the  amendment. 

The  state  constitutional 
amendments  drew  fire  from  gay 
activists  north  of  the  border. 

"What  happened  in  those  states 
is  a  slap  in  the  face  for  democ- 
racy," said  Shaun  Chen,  Student 
Governor  for  Part  Time  Students 
and  a  member  of  Lesbian  Gay 
Bisexual  and  Transgender  of  U 
of  T  (LGBTOUT).  "For  example, 
in  the  state  of  Ohio,  they  not  only 
want  to  ban  same-sex  marriages 


but  they're  also  against  same-sex 
civil  unions.  This  clearly  shows 
that  this  is  not  about  preserving 
traditional  marriage  institutions 
but  it's  about  direct  discrimina- 
tion against  same-sex  couples. 

"As  a  Canadian,  1  feel  fortu- 
nate that  we  have  the  Charter  of 
Rights  and  Freedoms  that  can 
protect  our  human  rights  as  citi- 
zens. I  think  that  America  should 
have  a  similar  charter  especially 
now." 

Suzy  Yim,  Vice  President  Exter- 
nal of  LGBTOUT,  said  that  Bush's 
re-election  goes  hand-in-hand 
with  the  events  that  unfolded  in 
the  11  states. 

"With  Kerry  losing  by  so  few 
votes,  it  is  clear  that  the  United 
States  is  equally  divided  on  nu- 
merous issues  including  Iraq,  the 
economy,  environmental  issues, 
etc.  Same-sex  marriages  is  just 
one  of  those  issues. 

"Just  as  one  side  feels  that 
same-sex  marriage  should  be 
banned,  the  other  side  disagrees. 
We  all  know  Bush's  religious 
background  and  his  rejection  of 
gay  people,  and  I  don't  think  it's 
fair  for  one  man  to  dictate  to  the 
half  that  doesn't  support  him  how 
they  should  feel  about  the  issue." 

Yim  added:  "I  think  that  democ- 
racy disappears  when  presidents 
base  their  national  policies  on 
the  basis  of  religion." 
-ALINAOLSHENITZKY 
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Diabolo's,  the  student-run  cafe  in 
University  College,  left,  packed  in 
scores  of  students  for  an  evening 
of  election  coverage.  The  screen  at 
the  front  of  the  room  switched  back 
and  forth  between  CNN  and  The 
Daily  Show  with  Jon  Stewart.  The 
crowd  was  rooting  for  John  Kerry; 
announcements  of  Kerry  wins  on 
CNN  prompted  applause.  Howard 
Tarn,  vice  president  external  on  the 
Students  Administrative  Council, 
was  watching  and  hoping  for  a  Bush 
defeat  because,  he  said,  "I  just  don't 
like  what  Bush  is  doing  diplomati- 
cally and  economically."  Tarn  came 
out  to  watch  the  election  among 
other  students  because  the  event 
was  a  "good  demonstration  of  what 
good  student  life  could  be." 

The  anti-Bush  sentiment  was 
shared  by  Kristofer  Jakobsson,  who 


came  to  Diabolo's  to  watch  the  cov- 
erage with  his  roommates  since  they 
don't  have  cable  in  their  apartment. 

"Bush's  image  is  American,  uni- 
lateral and  not  the  kind  of  president 
who's  co-operating  with  the  rest  of 
the  world,"  he  said.  He  added  that 
the  President  "seems  anti-intellectu- 
al." Jakobsson  said  that  Bush  made 
decisions  based  on  feelings  and  not 
facts  and  that  he  holds  a  "simple 
black  and  white  view  of  the  world." 
His  roommates,  Angela  Hevey  and 
Nick  Lacbouceur,  said  that  they 
don't  know  much  about  American 
politics  and  didn't  follow  the  elec- 
tion closely,  but  were  cheering  for 
Kerry  because  "everyone  seems  to 
hate  Bush  and  like  Kerry." 

There  were  at  least  a  couple  of 
Bush  supporters  in  the  crowd,  how- 
ever. Richard — who  wouldn't  give 


his  last  name — said  he  has  relatives 
in  Alabama,  Ohio  and  New  York 
and  said  that  they  were  all  voting 
Republican.  He  said  he  supported 
Bush  because  he  believed  that  the 
president  showed  strong  leadership. 
"[Bush]  scares  me  less  than  Kerry," 
he  said.  On  the  impact  the  election 
will  have  on  Canada,  Richard  said, 
"Republicans  have  been  tradition- 
ally more  free-trade;  hopefully  [this 
will  bring]  more  jobs.  I  graduate  next 
year;  1  gotta  have  a  job." 

Shahreen  Reza  said  she  too  was 
supporting  the  President.  She  said 
that  she  disapproved  of  Kerry  and 
that  she  was  backing  Bush  "because 
he's  such  a  horrible  president... 
If  you're  going  to  bring  in  two  bad 
guys,  bring  in  the  worst  of  the 
worst." 

-VALENTINAJOVANOVSKI 


News  from  the  front:  American  student  reaction 


U  of  T  students  were  glued  to 
election-night  TV,  but  most  weren't 
going  to  be  directly  affected  by  the 
outcome.  For  American  students,  the 
outcome  was  a  little  closer  to  home. 
Here  are  some  of  the  things  that  were 
going  on  at  American  campuses  on 
Tuesday  night,  as  seen  in  late  editions 
of  American  student  media. 

The  rancour  that  characterized 
the  campaign  showed  up  on  a  few 
campuses,  as  young  Republicans  and 
Democrats  took  turns  griping  about 
each  other.  The  Daily  Texan — the 
newspaper  of  that  other  U  of  T,  the 
University  of  Texas — reported  that  in 
the  final  days  of  the  campaign,  "liber- 
als had  a  louder  voice  on  campus." 
The  U  of  Texas  Democrats  represen- 
tative Emily  Cadik  said  "Most  people 
who  walk  by  can  attest  that  they've 
rarely  seen  the  College  Republicans 


or  the  Young  Conservatives  out 
[publicizing],  but  they've  seen  us 
out  there  registering  voters  and  talk- 
ing about  candidates  and  doing  as 
much  as  we  can."  The  president  of 
the  U  of  Texas  Republicans,  Sachiv 
Mehta,  shot  back,  "We  don't  feel  out- 
shouted  by  the  UDems,  but  rather  by 
the  typical  leftist  liberal  tendencies  of 
the  university... .Professors  and  old 
people  come  up  and  chastize  us  for 
no  particular  reason,  expel  rhetoric, 
and  yell  without  saying  anything  of 
substance." 

One  thing  everyone  could  agree  on, 
however,  was  the  need  for  alcohol. 
"'The  worse  things  look,  the  drunker 
I'm  going  to  get,'  said  B.J.  Johnston, 
a  neurobiology  sophomore,  as  he 
sipped  his  Budweiser,"  wrote  the 
Daily  Texan. 


Yale  graduate  students  turned  the 
whole  occasion  into  an  election- 
themed  banquet.  "Earlier  in  the  eve- 
ning," the  Yale  Daily  News  reported, 
"students  had  savoured  a  themed 
dinner  complete  with  Kerry's  Boston 
baked  cod,  Bush's  Texas  BBQ  brisket, 
and  Nader's  New  England  stuffed 
crunchy  squash.  [Grad  student] 
Brian  Reilly  admitted  that  he  ate  the 
brisket,  even  though  he's  an  avid  Ker- 
ry supporter.  'Maybe  1  weas  trying  to 
get  my  anger  out  on  Bush  by  mashing 
it  with  my  teeth,'  he  said." 

Professors  got  in  on  the  action  too. 
Yale  history  professor  John  Merriman 
was  quoted  in  the  Yale  Daily  News  as 
saying  "The  real  axis  of  evil  is  in  the 
White  House." 

The  Yale  paper  endorsed  Kerry, 
while  somewhat  smugly  noting  that 


both  the  presidential  candidates 
were  "Yalies,"  so  that  no  matter  the 
outcome,  a  Yale  alumni  would  be  in 
the  White  House.  "We  see  stark  differ- 
ences in  how  Bush  and  Kerry  live  up 
to  the  ideas  of  their  alma  mater."  the 
editorial  said.  "Yale  prides  itself  on  re- 
warding intellectual  curiosity  and  fos- 
tering open  debate.  And  though  the 
White  House  is  not  a  seminar  room, 
we  value  a  president's  willingness  to 
think  critically  about  his  beliefs  and 
subject  his  proposals  to  scrutiny.  In 
Bush,  we  see  a  president  who  has 
been  constrained  by  stubbornly 
refusing  to  admit  his  mistakes  or  en- 
tertain alternative  ideas.  But  in  these 
uncertain  times,  we  need  a  president 
with  the  ability  to  be  both  strong 
and  open-minded — a  president  like 
John  Kerry."  Even  "Yalies"  have  to  be 
wrong  sometimes,  it  seems. 
-Compiled  by  GRAHAM  F.  SCOTT 


The  Mansard  Crimson 


COURTESYTHE  HARVARD  CRIMSON 

Wednesday's  Harvard  Crimson 


^^^^^ 


PEACE  WEEK 

University  of  Toronto,  November  7—13,  2004 
PEACE  WEEK  SCHEDULE: 


Sunday,  November  7th 

4  p.m.  -  6  p.m. 

Multi-faith  Service 

Debates  Room  -  Hart  House 

7  Hart  House  Circle 

Refreshments  provided  by  Hart  House 

Monday,  November  8th 

12:00  p.m.  -  2:00  p.m. 
Film  -  A  Space  for  Peace 

Presented  by  People  Against  Weapons  in  Space  (PAWS 
U  of  T) 

Hosted  by  Anna  Jaikaran 
Refreshments  provided  by  Hart  House 
Debates  Room  -  Hart  House 

7:30p.m.  -  9:30p.m. 

Lloyd  Axworthy  - 

Canada's  Role  as  Peacekeeper 

Musical  Intro:  Jen  Lee  &  Friends 

Great  Hall  -  Hart  House 

9:00  p.m.  -9:30  p.m. 
Reception  to  follow  lecture 
Lower  Gallery  -  Hart  House 

Tuesday,  November  9**' 

12:00  p.m.  -  2:00  p.m. 

Film  -  Breaking  the  Silence:  Truth  and  Lies  in  the  War 
on  Terror 

Presented  by  the  U  of  T  Coalition  Against  War  and 
Racism 

Hosted  by  Christina  Fernandez 


Refreshments  provided  by  Hart  House 
East  Common  Room  -  Hart  House 

7:30  p.m.  -9:30  p.m. 
Naomi  Klein  - 

War  and  Fleece:  How  Economic  "Shock  Therapy" 
Backfired  in  Iraq 

Preceded  by  the  SGI  Dragon  Kids 
Walter  Hall,  Edward  Johnston  Building 
80  Queens  Park 

Wednesday,  November  10*'' 

10:00  a.m.  -  2:00  p.m. 

Peace  Week  Networking  Fair  &  $5  Lunch 

Great  Hall  -  Hart  House 

7:30  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m. 

Student  Forum:  The  Human  Experience  of  War 
Musical  Intro:  Mississauga  Festival  Youth  Choir 
Music  Room  -  Hart  House 

Thursday,  November  11*'' 

10:30  a.m.  -  12:30  p.m. 

Remembrance  Day  Services 

Soldiers  Tower  &  Great  Hall  -  Hart  House 

12:30  p.m.  -  2:30  p.m. 
Major  Donald  Paisley  (ret.) 
Memories  of  Warring  for  Peace 
East  Common  Room  -  Hart  House 

7:30  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m.  ' 
Alfredo  Sfeir-Younis  - 


If  Peace  is  the  Answer,  What  is  the  Question? 
Musical  Intro:  S.  Hearne  Sr.  RS.  Concert  Band 
Music  Room  -  Hart  House 

Friday,  November  IZ'*" 

12:00  p.m.  -  2:00  p.m. 

Film  -  Uncovered:  The  War  in  Iraq 

Presented  by  U  of  T  Students  for  Peace  in  Iraq 

Hosted  by  Lara  Barker 

Refreshments  provided  by  Hart  House 

East  Common  Room  -  Hart  House 

7:30  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m. 

Picking  Up  Pieces:  A  Roundtable  Discussion  on 

Restorative  Justice 

Musical  Intro:  Heaven's  Call 

East  Common  Room  -  Hart  House 

Saturday,  November  13*" 

7:00  p.m.  -  12:00  a.m. 
War  Child  Benefit  Concert 
Great  Hall  -  Hart  House 
Playing: 

Matthew  Barber 
•David  Porteous 
Peter  Katz 
Shingleton 

Tickets  for  the  War  Child  Benefit  Concert: 
$8  on  sale  in  the  Sid  Smith  lobby, 
100  Saint  George  Street,  November  8-12, 
Monday-Thursday  11-3  p.m.,  Friday  1-5  pm. 
The  rest  of  the  events  are  FREE 
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Coach  House  Press,  Campus 
Co-op  reach  truce  over  real-estate 


bi)  CHRIS  SPRAAKMAN 


Headlines  appeared  last  spring  warning 
that  Toronto  was  faced  with  the  possibility 
of  losing  one  of  its  most  literary  institutions 
and  landmarks,  the  small  literary  publish- 
ing house  Coach  House  Books,  located  on 
bpNichol  Lane  just  north  of  Robarts  Library. 

Now  magazine's  headline  was  "Tearing 
Down  the  House,"  while  the  Globe  and  Mail 
headline  shrilled  "Last  of  the  Coach-House 
Factories."  The  outrage  was  directed  at  a 
plan  by  Campus  Co-op,  the  student  housing 
co-operative  that  owns  the  building  in  which 
Coach  House  Books  operates.  But  the  present 
executive  of  Campus  Co-op  told  The  Varsity 
that  those  fears  were  baseless. 

Campus  Co-op  is  a  mainly  student-run 
organization  that  has  been  buying  housing 
to  be  used  for  students  at  and  around  the 
University  of  Toronto  since  1936.  Since  that 
time  it  has  grown  to  include  31  homes  accom- 
modating over  300  students. 

Campus  Co-op's  dilemma  is  that  the  rent 
received  from  its  aging  Victorian  houses 
does  not  cover  the  costs  involved  in  reno- 
vating them.  Last  year  a  rejuvenation  plan 
was  adopted  which  would  see  several  Huron 
St.  buildings  replaced  with  a  new  residence, 
thereby  bringing  in  revenues  to  be  used  in  the 
renovation  of  existing  buildings.  This  affects 
Coach  House  Books  because,  since  1968,  they 
have  been  renting  the  coach  houses,  the  ga- 
rages behind  the  co-op's  Victorian  buildings. 

Coach  House  started  as  a  community  print- 
er that  would — and  continues  to — take  risks 
with  new  writers  of  both  fiction  and  prose. 
Coach  House  prides  itself  on  attention  to 
detail  when  it  comes  to  the  printing  of  books, 
something  they  can  afford  to  do  themselves, 
given  that  their  presses  are  on-site  in  the 
coach  house.  This  means  that  their  writers 
see  something  almost  unique  in  Canadian 


publishing:  their  books  being  printed  in  the 
midst  of  the  editing  process. 

As  Andrew  Kaufman,  a  writer  published  by 
Coach  House,  explained  at  the  recent  annual 
general  meeting  of  Campus  Co-op:  "Coach 
House  takes  chances  and  gives  writers  an 
opportunity  that  other  larger  presses  would 
not." 

It  was  at  this  meeting  that  a  delegation  from 
the  press,  led  by  founder,  publisher,  and  'head 
coach'  Stan  Bevington  outlined  a  preliminary 
proposal  that  would  involve  the  press  buying 
the  majority  of  the  buildings  that  they  occupy. 
This  would  solve  the  fears  raised  over  the 
past  few  months  that  redevelopment  plans 
for  the  area  would  force  the  press  from  their 
home  in  a  detrimental  way. 

As  it  now  stands,  Coach  House  is  in  the  pro- 
cess of  preparing  a  formal  and  legal  offer  for 
the  purchase  of  the  land  which  needs  to  pass 
a  number  of  governmental  hurdles  such  as 
zoning  and  property  severance.  Robin  Lobb, 
a  Co-op  member,  sees  the  present  discus- 
sion between  the  Co-op  and  the  press  as  "a 
wonderful  concept  that  we'd  all  like  to  push 
into  an  offer."  Co-op  president  Peter  Oakham 
re-iterated  that  "the  idea  of  selling  the  houses 
is  that  if  it  can  be  resolved  in  an  amicable  way 
it's  a  boon  for  both." 

In  the  end  Campus  Co-op  does  not  want  the 
atmosphere  of  disagreement  and  uncertainty 
over  the  past  few  months  to  be  seen  as  a  situ- 
ation where  a  larger  group,  the  Co-op,  would 
have  forced  the  expulsion  of  a  smaller  one, 
the  publisher. 

Rather,  they  see  the  argument  as  being  one 
involving  no  Goliath,  but  two  Davids,  and  the 
Co-op  said  that  the  publicity  unfairly  vilified 
them  as  wanting  to  bulldoze  their  buildings 
and  toss  out  the  press.  It  appears  now  that 
cooler  heads  have  prevailed,  and  that  the 
two  groups  will  be  able  to  co-exist  in  the  lane 
behind  Huron  St. 
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No  shock,  no  awe,  just... 


...impotent  grief 


by  GRAHAM  F.  "SURLY"  SCOTT 

&  SARAH  "BELLICOSE"  BARMAK 

VARSITY  STAFF  

It's  not  like  we  didn't  expect  it.  We  in 
the  Kerry  camp  (or,  more  correctly,  the 
anything-but-Bush  camp)  had  braced  our- 
selves for  a  close  race,  a  few  weeks  of  legal 
wrangling  during  which  we  could  ease  into 
the  idea  of  defeat  like  it  was  too-hot  bath- 
water. 

But  to  lose  it  all  in  one  night,  after  so 
much  work  was  done  by  millions  inside  and 
outside  America,  revealing  Dubya's  lies,  get- 
ting-out-the-vote  in  poor  urban  neighbour- 
hoods, even  hiring  Bruce  bloody  Springs- 
teen— it  feels  like  a  blow  to  the  stomach. 

For  anyone  who  cares  about  difference, 
freedom  of  dissent,  or  an  intelligent  interna- 
tional politic,  Christmas  has  been  cancelled 
for  the  next  four  years.  And  the  hard  part 
about  it  is:  we  really  tried  this  time.  What 
more  needs  to  be  done?  Where  did  we  fuck 
up? 

Voter  turnout  boomed,  bringing  mil- 
lions of  new  people  to  the  polls.  Many  of 
these  new  voters,  pulling  the  levers  or 
stroking  the  touch-screens  of  democracy 
for  the  first  time,  were  from  traditionally 
disenfranchised  groups:  the  under-30s, 
the  Latinos,  the  rural  African-Americans. 
The  way  it  was  supposed  to  go — the  way 
logic  would  dictate  it  should  go — was  that 
these  neglected  masses,  looking  for  a  little 
political  agency,  would  vote  for  the  party 
that  had  not  systematically  dismantled  the 
progressive  tax  system;  the  party  that  had 
not  sacrificed  the  lives  of  over  1,000  Ameri- 
can soldiers  for  a  fraudulent  war;  the  party 
that  had  not  roped  unsuspecting  military 
reservists — many  lured  by  promises  of 
scholarships — into  that  war  on  the  basis  of 
baldly  manufactured  misintelligence. 

Having  seen  these  casual  atrocities  doled 


out  by  the  ruling  party,  the  ever-more-odi- 
ous Republicans,  they  would  surely  toss  the 
bastards  out  of  office. 

That  is  the  opposite  of  what  actually  hap- 
pened. 

Given  the  chance  to  make  a  fresh  start,  the 
American  people  instead  redoubled  their 
commitment  to  their  own  ruination.  Having 
seen — and,  we  believe,  comprehended — 
the  moral  myopia,  the  geopolitical  idiocy, 
and  the  slick  evangelical  hucksterism  of  the 
21st  century  Republican  party,  51%  of  them 
chose  to  embrace  it  as  their  own. 

In  2000,  we  could  write  off  the  W.  Bush 
presidency  because  it  was  so  obviously 
installed  by  the  Supreme  Court  over  the 
wishes  of  the  popular  vote.  It  was  a  comfort- 
ing buffer:  Bush  was  president,  but  he  was 
obviously  a  pretender  without  the  mandate 
of  the  popular  vote.  His  presidency  was  an 
accident,  a  bookkeeping  error  by  the  Elec- 
toral College.  Not  this  time.  Mr.  Bush  won 
the  Electoral  College,  he  won  the  popular 
vote,  the  Republicans  expanded  their  num- 
ber in  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
in  the  Senate.  Americans  chose  Bush  this 
time,  he  was  not  chosen  for  them  by  the 
Supreme  Court. 

One  of  the  more  dispiriting  examples  of 
this  trend  on  Tuesday  was  voters'  enthu- 
siastic support  for  constitutional  amend- 
ments to  ban  same-sex  marriage. 

Eleven  states  proposed  specific  ballot 
measures  to  prohibit  gay  marriages:  not 
just  to  privilege  heterosexual  unions;  not 
just  to  specify  weakened  "civil  unions"  for 
homosexuals.  These  ballot  measures  were, 
in  most  cases,  explicitly  designed  to  limit 
and  curtail  the  civil  rights  of  an  identifiable 
minority.  If  the  difference  between  yeas  and 
nays  had  been  narrower,  perhaps  we  could 
imagine  a  silver  lining  in  the  result,  but  this 

Continued  on  next  page 


...satisfaction 


by  SEAN  KIRBY 


The  time  for  predictions  is  usually  just 
before,  not  after,  an  election,  but  some 
long-term  predictions  can  now  comfortably 
be  made  regarding  the  ramifications  of  last 
night's  result.  Four  years  from  today,  George 
W.  Bush  will  be  among  the  most  discussed, 
debated,  loved,  hated,  and  constantly  re- 
examined Presidents  in  history,  while  John 
Kerry  will  be  little  more  than  a  footnote. 
Before  his  time  is  done,  the  President  will 
do  much  to  reshape  the  political  geography 
of  the  world,  by  translating  United  States 
foreign  policy  into  a  project  of  fostering  de- 
mocracy and  combating  religiously-inspired 
terrorism  around  the  globe. 

The  picture  of  the  bumbling  Texas  gov- 
ernor who  won  the  presidency  but  lost  the 
popular  vote  in  2000  is  hardly  detectable  in 
the  figure  of  the  politically  victorious  war- 
time leader  we  see  today.  Since  the  unthink- 
able calamity  of  9/11,  which  fundamentally 
changed  the  nature  of  the  job  Bush  thought 
he  was  taking,  two  foreign  wars  and  an  ongo- 
ing occupation  in  Iraq,  the  world  has  seen 
the  President  evolve  in  ways  no  one  could 
have  expected,  to  become  the  most  contro- 
versial political  figure  of  his  generation. 

Bush  risked  everything  when  he  tossed  out 
50  years  of  American  foreign  policy  doctrine, 
and  with  it  the  vile  logic  of  containment  and 
avoidance  that  has  allowed  so  many  dicta- 
tors to  brutalize  their  people.  He  rightly  saw 
in  the  destruction  of  September  11  the  evil 
that  results  from  endlessly  ignoring  despots, 
gangsters,  and  fanatics.  He  did  away  with  the 
naive  hope  that  the  Arab  world  will  simply 
contain  its  problems.  For  this  realization, 
the  President  is  to  be  commended. 

But  the  night  was  not  without  its  disap- 
pointments. Even  for  pro-Bush/pro-war 
observers,  the  sweeping  Republican  victory 
in  the  United  States  Congress  is  lamentable. 


One  of  President  Bush's  worst  qualities  is  his 
tendency  to  incur  enormous  debt;  having  a 
House  and  Senate  so  firmly  in  his  control  will 
only  encourage  more  of  the  same. 

The  American  system  of  government 
works  because  of  its  numerous  institutional 
checks  and  balances.  By  electing  to  place 
both  the  executive  and  the  legislature  in 
Republican  hands,  the  American  people 
have,  in  their  wisdom,  virtually  guaranteed 
themselves  four  years  of  a  full-speed-ahead 
partisan  agenda  without  any  safety  valves. 
Moreover,  the  Senate  now  includes  some  of 
the  most  reactionary,  homophobic  members 
in  recent  memory,  whose  election  is  owed  to 
Conservative  backlash  against  the  rising  is- 
sue of  same-sex  marriage.  This  will  contrib- 
ute towards  what  may  be  a  growing  culture 
war  inside  the  United  States. 

The  unexpectedly  strong  mandate  the 
President  received  in  yesterday's  election 
(winning  3.5  million  more  votes  than  his  op- 
ponent, though  just  squeaking  through  the 
Electoral  College)  must  come  as  a  surprise  to 
those  who  have  grown  accustomed  to  watch- 
ing the  steady  stream  of  bad  news  coming 
out  of  Iraq  and  the  rapid-fire  criticisms  of 
Sen.  Kerry.  We  may  never  know  precisely 
why  the  President  won  re-election — wheth- 
er it  was  because  the  voters  embraced  the 
spread  of  democracy  abroad  and  a  renewed 
commitment  to  annihilating  the  threat  of 
jihadist  terror,  or  if  they  were  drawn  to  his 
less  laudable  social  and  religious  right-wing 
values. 

Those  of  us  who  see  in  Bush's  foreign  pol- 
icy a  profoundly  liberal  tendency  will  hope 
that  the  latter  is  not  the  case,  but  fear  it  may 
be.  However,  if  we  must  weigh  the  monumen- 
tal gains  being  made  by  the  people  of  Iraq 
and  Afghanistan  against  the  immediate  con- 
cerns for  faster  social  progress  in  America, 
then  1  stand  by  my  choice.  I  am  content  to  let 
history  be  the  judge. 


VARSITY 
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by  the  numbers  >> 
WORLD  DECLARES  KERRY 
PRESIDENT 


Not  that  Americans  asked  for  anyone 
else's  opinion,  but  the  world  was 
firmly  against  president  Bush  as 
measured  by  online  virtual  elections, 
as  these  decisive  statistics  show. 

The  Varsity  Online  poll 


Upjohn  Kerry  (Democratic):  58% 

^George  W.  Bush  [Republican):  18% 

Ralph  Nader  (Independent):  15% 
pother:  9% 

US-election. org 


Hjohn  Kerry  (Democratic):  69% 
-^George  W.  Bush  (Republican):  1?% 

Ralph  Nader  (Independent):  5% 
pother:  9% 

theworldvotes.org 


^John  Kerry  (Democratic):  81.6% 
^George  W.  Bush  (Republican):  6.2% 
I     j  Ralph  Nader  (Independent):  5.3% 
pother:  6% 

sources:  THEViRSfrr.U,  US-Elf CTION.OR' 
Ti^TOQRLDVOTES.OS 


Continued  from  previous  page 

was  not  the  case.  The  closest  vote 
ran  about  60-40  against,  and  in 
many  states  the  margin  was  much 
wider.  In  Mississippi,  for  example, 
86  per  cent  of  voters  approved  an 
amendment  banning  same-sex 
marriage. 

Americans  in  11  states  were 
asiied  point-blank  whether  they 
wished  to  actively  diminish  the 
legal  status  of  their  fellow  citizens, 
and  they  answered,  unhesitat- 
ingly, yes.  Conservative  pundits 
crowed  that  the  endorsements 
cut  across  divisions  of  party, 
gender,  race,  and  class,  as  if  the 
hatefulness  of  the  result  was  ex- 
cused by  its  broad  appeal.  Clearly, 
the  gay  rights  movement  in  the 
United  States  has  been  crippled 
by  the  decisiveness  of  this  vote; 
Americans  have  transformed  their 
informal  distaste  for  gays  and  les- 
bians into  constitutional  law.  The 
country  has  made  homosexuals 
an  official  underclass,  unworthy  of 
equality.  It  is  a  disgrace. 

Their  choice  speaks  of  a  power- 
ful lack  of  reverence  for  humanity 
in  general.  People  who  would  will- 
ingly curb  the  activities  and  rights 
of  minorities  are  guilty  of  callous- 
ness that  knows  no  bounds.  Who's 
next? 

The  voters'  lack  of  taste  is 
shocking,  bewildering,  and  above 
all,  sad.  This  editorial  may  sound 
like  it  was  written  in  a  rage,  and 
perhaps  that  was  part  of  it.  But 
we  feel  mostly  that  it  was  written 
in  a  mood  of  tremendous  sadness: 
something  important  was  lost  on 
Tuesday,  something  more  impor- 
tant than  the  White  House. 


America,  this  is  quite  serious 


George  W.  Bush  has  been  re- 
elected with  a  sound  and  sizeable 
margin.  "The  people,"  we  are  told, 
have  spoken.  Americans,  and  the 
world  at  large,  must  now  accept  this 
damaged  fact,  however  hard  it  is  to 
swallow,  however  caustic  the  taste. 

The  election  is  over,  and  with  it 
the  hope  of  a  new  president.  There 
will  be  no  recount  that  might  leave 
open  the  last  word,  and  while  a  three 
per  cent  advantage  in  the  popular 
vote  seems  remarkably  little  when 
one  considers  the  overall  stakes, 
it  is  enough  to  make  this  victory 
legitimate.  The  scandal,  if  there  is 
one,  is  in  this  very  nauseating  point. 
Prior  to  November  2,  opponents  of 
Bush  could  find  some  refuge  in  the 
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contested  nature  of  his  presidency. 
But  not  anymore.  Nearly  60  million 
Americans  stand,  at  least  notion- 
ally,  behind  him.  Democracy,  once 
again,  has  prevailed. 

But  the  word  "democracy"  has 
suffered  numerous  perversions 
under  the  rule  of  George  of  W.  Bush, 
along  with  words  like  'freedom', 
'truth',  'liberty',  'faith.'  These  osten- 
sibly unequivocal  ideals  have  been 
used  by  the  president  to  justify  the 
most  barbaric  of  acts:  the  100,000 
very  human  deaths  in  Iraq;  the  as- 
sault on  a  woman's  right  to  govern 
her  own  body;  the  de-legitima- 


tion of  spiritual  and  sexual  bonds 
between  two  persons  of  the  same 
sex;  the  steady  bankrupting  of  the 
majority  of  America's  socio-eco- 
nomic security;  lying  to  both  the 
U.S.  electorate  and  to  the  world;  the 
illegal  detainment  and  torture  of 
real  human  beings;  the  willful  and 
needless  degradation  of  our  natural 
environment.  The  list  is  long,  and 
the  aggregate  is  indeed  a  great  leap 
backwards.  More,  it  signifies  the 
dark  underbelly  of  this  harrowing 
thing  we  call  "democracy." 

Again,  the  scandal  here  is  not  to 
be  found  in  the  facts.  There  is  noth- 
ing shocking  about  this  litany  of 
injustices.  A  barrage  of  words  and 
images  have  been  used  to  detail 


these  darker  moments,  so  that  it 
is  wishful  thinking  that  supposes 
voters  weren't  aware  of  them,  or 
that  60  million  Americans  suffer 
a  severe  case  of  false-conscious- 
ness. Republicans  knew.  Democrats 
knew.  Much  of  the  world  knew.  And 
yet  there  were  enough  Americans 
who  were  able  to  repress  that 
knowledge  long  enough  to  inscribe 
an  "X"  next  to  Bush's  name;  there 
were  enough  people  out  there  who 
subscribe  (wittingly,  or  unwittingly) 
to  this  perverted  narrative  of  the 
truth. 

And  now,  thanks  to  Bush,  and  the 
people  who  voted  for  him,  we  all 
must  suffer  it  s  consequences.  Hard 
to  swallow?  Yes,  it  is. 


Yankee  dandies:  come  north 


by  CHRIS  McKINNON 

VARSITY  STAFF 


For  many  of  us  who  are  neither 
white,  rich,  nor  straight,  four  more 
years  of  George  W.  Bush  is  a  night- 
mare come  true.  Bush's  social  policy 
is  as  bad  for  women  and  queers  as 
his  foreign  policy  is  for  Muslims.  We 
should  be  cursing  the  Democrats  for 
not  having  deeper  pockets,  for  not 
getting  out  the  Youth  Vote,  or  the 
Black  Vote,  or  whatever  vote  it  was 
that  was  supposed  to  defeat  him.  We 
should  be  angry  and  frothing.  But 
we're  not.  Not  really. 

In  truth,  we've  been  steeling  our- 
selves for  this  let-down.  We  were 
never  really  more  than  cautiously 
optimistic  that  Kerry  could  win. 
When  it  comes  down  to  it,  he  prob- 
ably wouldn't  have  even  been  much 
better.  Just  more  equivocal  and 
likely  to  use  softer  tactics. 

In  the  end.  Bush's  straight-shooter 
schtick  might  actually  be  easier  to 
live  with.  We  can  call  it  "keeping  our 
enemies  close."  We're  already  famil- 


iar with  most  of  his  plan:  war  on 
terror,  restore  family  values  (read: 
ban  abortion  and  gay  marriage),  and 
build  missile  defense. 

We're  getting  used  to  Bush's 
unabashed  displays  of  his  beliefs 
and  his  religion.  We  hardly  gasp 
anymore  when  he  ends  a  speech 
by  saying  "God  bless."  We're  realiz- 
ing that  he  isn't  really  imposing  his 
guns  'n'  god  beliefs  on  the  country. 
He's  speaking  for  a  segment  of  the 
American  population  that  is  in- 
creasingly making  a  space  for  itself 
in  politics:  the  Christian  Right,  the 
Far  Right,  the  evangelicals.  It's  no 
secret  that  the  Republicans  believed 
they  could  lure  more  of  them  to  the 
polling  booths  by  holding  referenda 
to  ban  gay  marriage  along  with  the 
Tuesday's  elections. 

Queer  advocates  were  in  a  tizzy 
over  states  like  Arkansas,  Georgia, 
Michigan,  Utah,  and  Oregon  holding 
referenda  to  ban  homo-matrimony. 
These  referenda  ensured  that  voters 
who  were  passionate  about  "moral 
and  family  values"  had  extra  incen- 


tive to  show  up  and  cast  a  vote.  And 
not  surprisingly,  in  those  states  there 
weren't  many  people  who  were  pas- 
sionate about  queer  family  values. 

But  on  Wednesday  morning, 
when  the  ban  had  been  supported 
in  all  eleven  of  those  states,  fags 
and  dykes  weren't  really  any  worse 
for  the  wear.  Gay  marriage  wasn't 
allowed  in  those  states  in  the  first 
place,  so  it  hardly  changes  anything 
to  have  it  suddenly  "banned." 

Attempts  to  legalize  gay  matrimo- 
ny have  only  served  to  rally  social 
conservatives  together  so  that  they 
can  respond  together.  Fighting  for 
queers'  rights  law  by  law  would  be 
easier  if  we  tackled  the  opposition 
before  we  raised  the  question. 

The  single  greatest  factor  in  com- 
bating bigotry  is  firsthand  experi- 
ence. It's  easy  to  think  all  sorts  of 
depraved  tnings  about  queers  when 
they  aren't  your  brothers,  sisters, 
cousins,  friends,  and  co-workers. 
Until  people  are  faced  with  the  real- 
ity of  gay  and  lesbian  couples  living 
with  kids  and  dogs  just  like  other 


families,  it's  pretty  easy  to  take  a  big 
dump  on  same-sex  marriage  or  any 
other  queer  issue. 

This  isn't  advocacy.  This  is  inter- 
mingling. Queers  are  going  to  have 
to  get  to  know  folk  in  the  Republican 
midwest,  and  to  let  themselves  get 
friendly. 

American  queers  have  two  op- 
tions: they  can  go  undercover  and 
insinuate  themselves  into  every 
aspect  of  the  American  social  con- 
sciousness, quietly  colonize  the 
countryside,  annexing  everything 
between  New  York  and  San  Fran- 
cisco, with  all  the  age-old  tools  of 
gayness  at  their  disposal:  Streisand 
records,  track  lighting,  and  amyl 
nitrate. 

Or  they  can  defect  and  join  the 
resistance,  pack  it  in  and  move  to 
Canada.  Here,  they  can  get  mar- 
ried, move  to  the  suburbs,  and  like 
us,  define  themselves  primarily  by 
how  much  they  are  unlike  our  neigh- 
bours to  the  south.  It's  time  to  steel 
ourselves  up  north  for  Brain  Drain 
in  reverse. 


How  to  waste  America's  time 


In  the  U.S.  Electoral  College  system,  the  election  is  decided  not  on  the  basis  of  the  number  of  individual  votes  garnered,  but  on  a 
predetermined  number  of  electors  who  vote  based  (ostensibly)  on  the  popular  vote  of  their  state.  Whoever  gets  270  of  these  votes 
becomes  president.  So,  no  matter  how  many  people  in  D.C.  vote  for  Kerry,  the  state  only  counts  for  three  electoral  votes.  This  means 
that  most  voters  stand  in  line  simply  out  of  fear  not  to.  Here's  a  breakdown  of  the  major  numbers  thrown  away. 


Illinois 

Votes  cast:  5,140,1?2 
Kerry  won  by:  513,342 
Votes  wasted:  4,626,830 


Ohio 

Votes  cast:  5,455,811 
Bush  won  by:  136,483 
Votes  wasted:  5,319,328 


California 

Votes  cast:  9,830,550 

Kerry  won  by: 

1,023,560 
Votes  wasted: 
8.806,990 


Texas 

Votes  cast:  ?,312,298 

Bush  won  by: 

1,6?9,296 
Votes  wasted: 
5,633,002 


New  York 

Votes  cast:  5,?4?,?96 
Kerry  won  by:  1,186,298 
Votes  wasted:  5,561,498 


NH 

-4 
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12 
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7 
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4 
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15 
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•3 
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10 

OC 
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Florida 

Votes  cast:  ?,295,516 
Bush  won  by:  3?6,918 
Votes  wasted:  6,918,598 
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SCIENCE  BRIEFS 

Supernova  may  be  linked 
to  human  evolution 

Debris  from  a  supernova,  that  is,  the 
explosion  of  a  star,  fell  on  the  earth 
about  2.8  million  years  ago,  and  this 
may  have  affected  the  course  of  hu- 
man evolution.  Physicists  looking  at 
a  chunk  of  ocean  floor  found  traces 
of  a  certain  kind  of  iron  that  could 
only  have  been  made  by  a  supernova. 
The  explosion  of  the  star  would  have 
spewed  out  huge  amounts  of  cosmic 
rays — enough,  say  scientists,  to 
dramatically  alter  our  climate.  More 
clouds  would  have  spread  out  over 
the  Earth,  which  would  have  cooled 
the  planet.  This  in  turn  would  have 
locked  more  water  up  in  ice  at  the 
poles,  and  created  a  drier  climate. 
Africa  would  have  been  particularly 
dry,  and  many  have  argued  that  it 
was  this  dry  shift  that  caused  our 
proto-human  ancestors  to  move  into 
wetter  climates,  where  they  ultimately 
evolved  into  humans. 
-ZOE  CORMIER 
Source:  Nature 


Classical  cosmetic 

Archaeologists  have  discovered  that 
a  mysterious  Roman  container  found 
last  summer  in  London  contains  an 
ancient  cosmetic.  At  first  they  thought 
the  contents  might  be  toothpaste  or  a 
ceremonial  goat  covering.  But  after  an- 
alyzing the  contents  (fat  and  starch), 
they  believe  the  pale  cream  was  used 
as  makeup,  much  like  modern  founda- 
tions. Finger  marks  can  still  be  seen  in 
the  smooth  paste. 
-Z.C. 

Source:  Nature 

California  OKs  stem  cell 
research 

In  yesterday's  election  59  per  cent 
of  Californians  voted  "yes"  on  Proposi- 
tion 71.  which  will  grant  $3  billion  for 
stem  cell  research.  This  makes  it  the 
first  US  state  to  fund  the  controversial 
research,  which  has  been  restricted  by 
President  George  Bush  Jr.  In  addition 
to  scientists,  wealthy  investors,  and 
the  late  Christopher  Reeve.  Republi- 
can Governor  Arnold  Schwarzenegger 
endorsed  the  bill,  going  against  the 
mandate  of  his  party.  It  is  hoped  stem 
cell  research  could  lead  to  cures  for 
a  huge  variety  of  diseases,  including 
Parkinson's  and  Alzheimer's,  which 
former  Republican  president  and  icon 
Ronald  Reagan  died  of  this  year. 
-Z.C. 


Internet  could  be  100  times  faster, 
say  U  of  T  researchers 


By  covering  "Buckyballs"— soccerbail-shaped  molecules  of  carbon— with 
chains  of  other  molecules,  researchers  may  have  created  a  material  that 
will  result  in  the  internet  becoming  100  times  fasterthan  it  Is  today. 


by  JUSTIN  TROTTIER 

VARSITY  STAFF  


The  internet  of  tomorrow  could 
be  about  100  times  faster  than  it  is 
today  by  using  the  power  of  light 
instead  of  electricity  to  move  data. 
The  secret  lies  in  knowing  when  to 
use  light,  when  to  stick  with  tradi- 
tional electronics,  and  how  to  com- 
bine the  two  when  needed. 

There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  talk 
recently  about  an  all-optical  (light- 
using)  computer  or  internet,  but  this 
is  misleading.  What  is  really  needed, 
as  U  of  T  Professor  of  Electrical  and 
Computer  Engineering  Ted  Sargent 
explains,  is  a  hybrid  of  optics  and 
electronics.  The  switch  is  a  perfect 
example.  The  switch  controlling 
signal  flow  is  the  slowest  element  of 
any  network  because  incoming  light 
must  be  converted  to  an  electronic 
signal  before  being  processed  by  the 
switch,  and  then  reconverted  back 
to  light  after  exiting  the  switch. 

The  switching  mechanism,  how- 
ever, involves  both  the  decision 
to  activate  a  switch  and  the  actual 
switching.  The  switching  itself  can 
be  done  using  an  ultra-fast,  all-opti- 
cal device.  The  information  process- 
ing and  decision-making  leading  to 
throwing  the  switch,  however,  is 
a  complex  process  best  handled 
by  traditional  electronics.  If  the 
decision-making  begins  in  advance 
of  the  data  stream  arriving  at  the 
switch,  it  will  not  impede  the  overall 
process. 

"The  control  of  switches  using 
electronics  is  only  convenient  if  you 
can  integrate  optics  and  electron- 
ics," explains  Sargent.  His  research 
involves  the  creation  of  hybrid 
materials    that    incorporate  both 


electricity  and  light.  Another  area  of 
research,  and  one  that  has  attracted 
a  great  deal  of  press,  concerns  maxi- 
mizing the  efficiency  of  the  all-opti- 
cal components  themselves. 

Light-using  switches  rely  on  the 
fact  that  the  way  some  materials 
react  to  light  is  changed  after  they 
have  been  struck  by  light.  Ulti- 
mately, light  can  be  used  to  control 
light,  and  one  laser  beam  can  direct 
the  path  of  a  second.  If  the  second 
laser  is  carrying  telecommunication 
fibre  optics,  data  can  be  routed  with 
unprecedented  control. 

"Buckyballs"    are    soccer  ball- 


shaped  molecules  made  of  60 
carbon  atoms  that  have  incredible 
properties — most  notable  of  which 
is  their  huge  electrical  potential. 
Washington  State  University 
theoretical  physicist  Mark  Kuzyk 
showed  that  the  strength  of  their 
electrical  behaviour  was  only  a 
fraction  of  their  potential.  This 
discrepancy  is  called  the  "Kuzyk 
quantum  gap."  Sargent,  along  with 
organic  chemist  Wayne  Wang  at 
Carleton  University  has  been  able  to 
improve  this  substantially  and  bring 
buckyballs  closer  to  realizing  their 
potential. 


The  solution  again  came  in  the 
form  of  a  hybrid.  The  research  group 
discovered  that  connecting  and 
cross-linking  chains  of  molecules 
on  the  surface  of  the  buckyballs 
allows  for  huge  amounts  of  elec- 
tricity to  be  harnessed  when  light 
strikes  them.  The  more  electricity 
that  can  be  controlled,  the  greater 
the  response  of  a  given  material  to 
light,  and  the  better  one  stream  of 
light  can  control  another.  In  the  case 
of  the  buckyball-chain  hybrid,  they 
"use  every  electron  in  the  system  to 
max  effect,"  explains  Sargent. 

While  Sargent  believes  his  re- 
search is  done  in  the  true  spirit 
of  nanotechnology,  he  is  quick  to 
add  that  there  is  much  more  work 
to  be  done.  The  primary  vision  of 
nanotechnology,  in  his  view,  is  as 
a  means  of  "linking  'top  down'  and 
'bottom  up'  approaches.  And  what  I 
mean  by  'top  down'  is  linking  human 
needs  and  by  'bottom  up'  I  mean 
how  molecules  become  material." 
The  idea  is  to  unite  the  underlying 
physics  of  matter  with  its  function 
in  the  world. 

With  research  in  light  and  nano- 
technology proving  to  be  a  scientific 
revolution,  bringing  the  technology 
to  business  is  the  next  logical  step. 
While  on  sabbatical  at  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Institute  of  Technology 
(MIT),  Sargent  is  teaching  a  seminar 
called  "Fostering  Nanotechnology 
Innovation  within  the  Large  Tech- 
nology-Driven Organization"  with 
Rebecca  Henderson,  a  Professor  at 
the  MIT  Sloan  School  of  Manage- 
ment. The  seminar  focuses  on  ways 
in  which  interdisciplinary  research 
can  be  put  towards  creating  prod- 
ucts and  services  in  a  consumer 
economy. 


Truth,  is  Stranger  Than  Fiction 


What  a  tangled  web  we  weave 

What  do  you  think  might  be  the  tnost  productive 
way  for  a  NASA  scientist  to  spend  his  or  lier  time?  If 
you  guessed  "giving  acid  to  spiders,  "you  guessed 
right.  In  a  series  of  experiments  conducted  during 
the  1970s  researcliers  fed  spiders  flies  stuffed  with 
psychotropic  drugs  to  see  what  would  happen  to 
their  webs.  The  idea  was  that  the  more  toxic  the  sub- 
stance, the  more  deformed  the  web.  Spiders  could 
be  used  to  test  how  dangerous  a  new  substance  was 
before  starting  test  trials  with  rodents  or  humans. 

A  quick  glance  below  may  be  a  bit  disconcerting 
for  all-nighter  pulling  students  hepped  up  on  cof- 
fee— caffeine  webs  consistently  come  out  the  most 
distorted. 

Spiders  on  marijuana  apparently  start  spinning 
their  webs  in  a  relatively  normal  fashion,  but  give 
up  halfway  through.  Arachnids  on  Benzedrine,  or 
"speed"  (not  shown),  on  the  other  hand  spin  their 


webs  very  quickly  but  without  any  clear  plan,  leav- 
ing large  holes. 

Drugs  aren't  the  only  thing  that  can  mess  up  a 
spider's  web.  In  one  of  evolution's  most  astonish- 
ing inventions,  parasites  can  also  warp  the  circuits 
of  a  spiders  tnind,  resulting  in  strange  new  webs 
that  are  beneficial  to  the  parasite.  Some  species  of 
wasps  raise  their  young  by  stinging  other  insects 
and  laying  their  eggs  inside  of  them.  The  egg  grows 
inside  the  helpless  beetle,  spider,  or  other  variety  of 
victim,  feeding  on  the  insect's  insides  until  it  is  ready 
to  hatch. 

Two  days  before  a  larva  inside  of  a  spider  is  ready 
to  emerge,  the  spider  will  spin  a  new  web  (right), 
one  that  looks  completely  different  to  their  normal 
one.  When  the  larva  hatches  (killing  the  spider  in 
the  process)  it  makes  a  cocoon  for  itself  inside  of 
the  bizarre  construction.  The  web  acts  like  a  cradle, 
protecting  the  cocoon  from  birds  and  other  insects. 


Sober  Caffeine  LSD  Marijuana 


^  Arts  <v  Entertainment 

Recording  resistance 

Lefty  super-couple  turns  the  lens  on  a  hopeful  workers  movement  in  Argentina 


CLAIRE  FARMER 

Leading  lefties:  Naomi  Klein  and  Avi  Lewis  at  OlSE  on  Tuesday  night,  where  they  spoke  and  showed  clips  from  Ihe 
Take  at  an  event  exploringthe  autonomous  social  movements  in  Argentina. 


by  COLIN  TAIT 

FILM  CRITIC 


Avi  Lewis  speaks  in  long,  com- 
prehensive sentences  that  contain 
numerous  references  to  local  and 
international  politics.  Within  a  single 
answer,  he  moves  from  his  latest 
project  (documentary  The  Take)  to 
the  American  media,  to  the  benefits 
of  globalization  within  the  protest 
culture. 

With  this  film,  an  account  of  the 
events  in  Argentina  directly  following 
the  collapse  of  the  country's  fragile 
economy,  Lewis  had  the  opportunity 
to  spend  extended  time  with  an  evolv- 
ing subject,  and  results  were  both 
inspiring  and  surprising.  . 

"Our  film  takes  place  in  what  hap- 
pened next,  which  was  an  explosion 
of  grassroots  democracy,"  Lewis,  who 
directed  the  doc.  says. 

He  describes  the  workers'  efforts 
as  "a  democracy  lab,  in  a  way,  where 
there  were  popular  assemblies  of 
neighbours  meeting  and  talking  about 
how  to  create  work  in  their  communi- 
ties, and  how  to  protest  against  the 
government.  There  was  a  turning 
away  from  representative  democ- 
racy as  a  means  of  affecting  social 
change.  And  there  were  incredibly 
inspiring  social  movements  making 
actual  gains  there  after  the  cameras 
left  and  the  attention  of  the  world  was 
elsewhere." 

The  film  also  counters  charges  often 
aimed  at  prominent  leftists  such  as 
him  and  his  partner  and  co-conspira- 
tor on  the  project,  superstar  author 
and  columnist  (and  former  Varsity 
editor)  Naomi  Klein  (who  wrote  and 
produced  the  film  with  Lewis). 

"The  film  is  our  answer  to  the  chal- 
lenge, 'We  know  what  you're  against, 
but  what  are  you  for?'  The  opposite 
of  our  politics  is  to  say  'This  is  the  an- 
swer,' or  'This  is  the  alternative.'  We're 
tired  of  protesting — we  know  what's 
wrong  the  system,  and  we  want  to  go 
beyond  critique;  let's  find  something 
that  we're  fighting  for." 


The  Take  is  their  resounding 
response  to  this  question,  and  docu- 
ments a  movement  of  workers  that 
constructed  alternatives  by  occupy- 
ing closed  factories  and  taking  them 
over.  In  short,  enacting  change  them- 
selves, rather  than  waiting  for  their 
governments  to  bail  them  out. 

"That's  why  we  called  the  film  The 
Take!  Lewis  notes.  "The  'take'  is  the 
spirit  that  informs  a  lot  of  differences 
for  social  movements  around  the 
world,  and  the  occupied  factories  in 
Argentina  are  one  of  them.  It's  what 
Naomi  calls  'the  new  impatience.'" 

The  film  capitalizes  on  this  social 
phenomenon,  and  the  burgeoning 
popularity  of  the  documentary  form 
as  a  social  movement  {Fahrenheit  911, 
Super  Size  Me  et  al).  Lewis  sees  the 
trend  as  having  ramifications  on  the 
global  community  in  that  it  embodies 
a  positive  movement. 


"I  hate  the  term  'anti-globalization.' 
It's  so  inaccurate.  We  are  a  globaliza- 
tion movement,"  he  stresses.  "We  be- 
lieve in  globalization.  We  believe  in  the 
globalization  of  struggle.  We  believe  in 
the  globalization  of  democracy." 

This  concept  of  the  free  movement 
of  ideas  inspired  change  in  our  own 
country  when  "Alcan  workers  occu- 
pied their  plant  working  explicitly  on 
the  model  of  Argentina,  which  they 
learned  though  the  independent 
media.  They  occupied  their  plant  and 
put  it  back  into  production,"  Lewis  ex- 
plains. "They  sold  $1.1  million  [worth] 
of  aluminum  in  ten  days.  Their 
productivity  went  through  the  roof. 
That's  not  anti-globalization.  That's 
globalization." 

Lewis  and  Klein  chose  to  focus 
specifically  on  Argentina  as  it  was  the 
site  where  IMF  pressure  and  the  rapid 
privatization  of  national  industries 


took  place  first.  They  suggest  this 
model  has  ramifications  in  other  na- 
tions, including  Iraq. 

"Until  Iraq,  Argentina  was  prob- 
ably the  most  extreme  example  of  the 
embrace  of  this  neo-liberal  economic 
model,"  says  Lewis.  "They  privatized 
everything.  Even  the  street  signs  in 
Buenos  Aires  are  brought  to  you  by 
MasterCard.  That  is  what  the  gov- 
ernment did  in  privatizing  the  state 
companies — they  created  a  massive 
unemployment  crisis." 

In  Iraq,  however,  "they  went  an- 
other step  further.  They  erased  the 
government  of  that  country  and  its 
constitution  and  they  replaced  it  with 
a  set  of  laws  that  were  imposed  by  an 
occupying  military  force.  Essentially, 
they  allow  for  100  percent  foreign 
ownership  of  Iraqi  companies — even 
in  the  worst  dictatorships  they  always 
had  51  percent  and  they'd  elect  some 


local  corrupt  CEO  or  warlord  to  own 
the  other  49  percent. 

"They  had  a  chance  to  start  from 
scratch  and  impose  it  all  at  one  time. 
So  they  did  in  three  months  in  Iraq 
what  it  took  30  years  to  do  in  Argen- 
tina." 

Lewis  hopes  that  his  film  will  in- 
spire others  to  follow  the  Argentinian 
model  of  resistance,  but  also  offers 
advice  for  those  who  want  to  get 
involved,  but  might  not  know  where 
to  start. 

"The  fundamental  question  that 
faces  all  of  us,  once  we've  watched 
The  Corporation  and  we've  seen  the 
Michael  Moore  films  and  we've  im- 
mersed ourselves  in  Chomsky,  and 
we  know  what's  wrong  with  the  sys- 
tem and  we're  really  articulate  about 
the  failings  of  the  system,  is,  'What  do 
we  do?' 

"I'm  a  little  bit  reluctant  to  answer 
that  question  for  people  because  1 
think  the  process — and  the  process 
that  I've  gone  through  myself  as  a  po- 
litical euiimal — is  intensely  personal. 
You  have  to  look  at  yourself  and  what 
you're  good  at.  1  think  the  key  is  to  find 
winnable  local  struggles  and  to  con- 
nect those  local  struggles  in  a  wider 
global  network.  Study  what  other 
people  are  doing  in  other  parts  of  the 
world  and  think  about  what  you  can 
learn  from  it  locally." 

Lewis  hopes  he's  done'  his  own 
small  part  with  this  film,  his  feature- 
length  directorial  debut  (he  made  a 
short  film  in  2002  and  is  well  known 
for  his  role  as  unflappable  host  of 
CBC  Newsworld's  late,  great  scrappy 
debating  program  Counterspin.  as  well 
as  political  coverage  on  MuchMusic 
during  the  1990s). 

"The  spirit  of  our  film,  I  can  see 
all  kinds  of  ways  that  it  connects  to 
struggles  in  Canada  in  specific  com- 
munities that  are  facing  specific  is- 
sues, revolutionary  ideas.  I  don't  want 
to  say  what  they  are,  because  1  want 
people  to  see  the  film  and  get  their 
[own]  inspiration  from  it." 


Taking  their  fate  into  their  own  hands 


by  COLIN  TAIT 
FILM  CRITIC 


FILM  REVIEW 


Avi  Lewis  and  Naomi  Klein's  docu- 
mentary The  Take  is  the  next  step 
in  their  evolving  criticism  of  the 
contemporary  global  socio-politi- 
cal system.  The  film  documents  the 
struggles  of  Argentine  workers  that 
took  to  occupying  their  factories 
after  the  country  declared  bank- 
ruptcy. Here,  the  predominantly 
well-educated  middle  class  popu- 
lation begins  to  enact  direct  action 
on  their  world  by  creating  a  new 
economic  model  based  on  equality 
and  fairness. 

The  results  are  nothing  short  of 
astounding,  as  the  small  triumphs  of 
one  factory  spread  to  another,  until 
a  network  is  gradually  established. 
The  success  of  the  film  is  rooted  in 
the  fact  that  it  dwells  on  the  per- 
sonal realities  of  the  actual  workers 
and  stays  with  the  arc  of  their  story 


The  Take 


Directed  by  Avi  Lewis 


Written  by  Naomi  Klein 
and  Avi  Lewis 


Rating:  WW 


for  the  duration  on  the  film. 

The  film  is  also  an  excellent  docu- 
ment not  only  of  the  problems  fac- 
ing nations  who  subscribe  to  the 
cookie-cutter  policies  of  the  IMF 
and  the  movement  of  capital  in 
and  out  of  these  countries.  The  film 
begins  with  footage  of  the  beautiful 
city  of  Buenos  Aires  from  above, 
then  to  the  street  level  where  every- 
day people  pelt  banks  with  rocks 


and  bricks  because  they  can't  ac- 
cess their  own  accounts.  By  placing 
the  action  in  the  reality  of  their  lives 
and  the  subsequent  way  they  enact 
revolutionary  policies  in  order  to 
survive,  the  effect  is  inspirational, 
and  effectively  diffuses  the  criticism 
often  leveled  at  the  writer  (Klein) 
and  activist  journalist  (Lewis). 

The  fihn  offers  both  hope  in  the 
form  of  the  direct  action  of  the 
workers,  but  also  a  dire  warning 
to  those  nations  who  willfully  sub- 
scribe to  the  current  economic  poli- 
cies— not  just  in  the  so-called  Third 
World,  but  also  in  North  America, 
where  the  outsourcing  of  jobs  in  the 
U.S.  and  Canada  point  towards  the 
same  gradual  effects  in  the  distant, 
or  not-so  distant  future.  As  a  result. 
The  Take  is  both  a  breathtaking 
example  of  direct  democracy  in 
action,  but  also  a  frightening  har- 
binger of  the  same  road  that  we 
now  travel. 
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Arts  &  Entertainment 


review^ttievafsity.c] 


All  Your  Favorite  Sports  Events  on  Big  Screen 

We  now  have  karaoke  every  Friday  Night  with 
TV  personality  Paris  Black  from  10pm  to  close 

GREAT  Pitcher  +  Wings  Specials  During  Games 

We  have  a  Brand  New  MENU!!  Very  Exciting! 

Live  Music  Every  Saturday  Night  Featuring 
Michael  Theodore  &  Robbie  Rox 


(Yonge  &  Davenport  across  from  CanadlanTire) 


The  Music 

Welcome  to  the  North  (EMI) 

On  their  second  album,  these  hard 
rockers  from  Leeds  continue  to  dehv- 
er  great  songs  soalced  in  the  sounds 
of  Led  Zeppelin  and  perhaps  a  little 
Jane's  Addiction,  since  lead  singer 
Robert  Harvey  does  sound  like  Perry 
Farrell.  Kicking  off  the  album  with 
the  catchy  title  track.  The  Music 
live  up  to  their  name  with  a  sound 
unique  from  the  rest  of  the  "definitive 
article'  bands  in  the  industry  right 
now  (The  Strokes,  The  Killers,  The 
Hives,  and  the  rest  of  those  pretty 
boys).  Even  track  three,  "Bleed  from 
Within,"  has  a  kick-ass  drum  solo  in 
its  last  minute.  "Breakin"  and  "I  Need 


CHRISTMAS  GIFT  WRAPPERS 

Creative  individuals,  locations  -  Down- 
town Toronto,  North  York,  Richmond 
Hill,  Thornhill,  Mississauga,  Brampton. 
Managers  to  $10.I5/hour  -i-  bonuses. 
Wrappers  to  $8.1.5/hour.  Full/Part 
time,  December  1-24.  416-533-9727  or 
www.torontowraps.com. 

MYSTERY  SHOPPERS 

Urgently  wanted.  Fun  &  Perfect  for 
students.  Flexible  hours.  Excellent  pay, 
PT/FT.  FREE:  Dining,  Shopping,  MoVie, 
Video,  Travel  &  Merchandise.  Call  905- 
850-4708. 

MAKE  GREAT  MONEY 

Part-time  on  campus  -  Less  than  10 
hours  per  week  -  Easy  &  simple  -  Help 
Campus  Custom  Clothing  Company  grow 
business  -  For  more  info  call  1-866-220- 
3861  or  go  to  www.campushoodies.com 


LOVELY  ROOM  FOR  RENT 
CHRISTIE/DUPONT 

$4.50,  $.500  furnished.  All  included.  416- 
.530-9717 

HOUSE  FOR  RENT 
MORNINGSIDE/LAWRENCE 

3  bedroom  main  floor  bungalow.  Eat-in 
kitchen  with  hardwood  floors.  Living  and 
dinning,  includes  deck  +  parking.  $1,175 
mo.  647-295-6737  Nicole. 


WANT  TO  STUDY  MEDICINE 
IN  EUROPE? 

www.medical-school.ca 
canadmin@medical-school.ca 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


Classifieds 


FURNITURE  FOR  SALE 

3  brand  new  futons  -  2  with  frames  $75 
each  -  1  without  $60;  Coffee  table  $30;  3 
tall  funky  gals  lamps  $.30  each.  416-658- 
7775  Luna. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/.5.39-9443. 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Explore  avenues  of  greater  self-aware- 
ness, personal  well-being  and  enhanced 
productivity.  Flexible  fee  scale.  Toronto 
trained.  Dana  Carciumaru,  M.A., 
O.A.C.C.RR  Tel:  416-457-1878. 

LOOKING  FOR  CUSTOM 
EMBROIDERED  CLOTHING  FOR  YOUR: 

Residence  floor?  Residence  hall? 
Campus  club/  Fraternity/Sorority?  Intra- 
mural teams?  Faculty?  Best  prices  in  town 

-  Quickest  turn-around  time  guaranteed 

-  check  out  www.campushoodies.com 
or  call  Rob  at  1-866-220-3861. 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies.  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessav@bellnet.ca 

ComputerSteve  -MAKES  IT  EASY 

PC  Construction,  Set-up,  Upgrade, 
Training,  Virus  Removal,  Security,  etc. 
Friendly,    Patient,    and  Confidential 

-  Certified  Technical  Trainer  On  of 
Off  Site,  $40/hr,  VISA  &  MC  accepted, 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed.  416-526-7102; 
ComputerSteve@sympatico.ca 

ELECTROLYSIS 

Advanced  Institute  of  Electrolysis 
www.advancedinstitute.ca  (416)  979- 
8081.  50%  off  first  visit. 


AESTHETICS  &  WELLNESS 

Bay  Street  Clinic  www.baystreetclinic.ca 
(416)  921-1357. 50  %  off  first  visit. 

CUSTOM  ESSAYS  (ALL  SUBJECTS) 

Including  Humanities,  English,  Business, 
Accounting,  History,  Philosophy,  PoliSci. 
Sociology,  Psychology,  Economics, 
Administration,  and  more.  Editing,  com- 
position, writing,  research.  Call  (416) 
960-9042  www.customessay.com 

JUNGIAN  ANALYSIS 

Explore  life  issues  through  individual 
psychotherapy  in  a  supportive  and  gay- 
positive  environment.  Moderate  fees. 
Andrew  Benedetto,  Diploma  Candidate 
of  the  Ontario  Association  of  Jungian 
Analysts.  Call  416-595-9026  or  visit 
www3.sympatico.ca/ajbenedetto 

TELEPHONE  JACKS 
INSTALLATION  AND  REPAIR 

All  inside  wiring  and  jack  work,  all 
repairs  and  install  half  the  price  of  Bell. 
40$/Jack  install,  40$/Repain  call  24 
hours  ted  416-289-8872. 


ENGLISH  TUTOR 

Improve  your  English  skills:  writing, 
editing,  grammar  conversation,  pro- 
nunciation, public  speaking.  For  school 
and  business.  Flexible  schedule.  Central 
location.  Ontario  certified  teacher 
author  Patricia  416-763-2540. 


ESSAY  SERVICE 

Stuck  on  an  ESSAY  with  the  deadline 
approaching?  "QUALITY"  -  our  watch- 
word in  all  our  ESSAYS,  THESES,  or 
APPLICATIONS.  CALL  416-929-4285. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $12.00  for  25  words.  ($10.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student 
rate:  $7.00  for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line 
(up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold 
type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or 
send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6. 
Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue -Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon. 
Enquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


Love"  provide  a  sped-up  party  flavor 
similar  to  '80s  dance  music  that  you 
could  easily  groove  to.  With  their 
hard  rock'n'roll  spirit  mixed  with  a 
bit  of  psychedelic  vibe,  The  Music 
is  that  one  band  that  really  stands 
out.-JUDEMAK 


M83.  DeadCities, 
RedSeas&LostGhosts 


a.  graham  &  the  moment 
band 

The  Tyrant  Is  Free  (Sonic 
Unyon) 

Who  knew  Kansas  City  would  pro- 
duce an  ensemble  that  could  pour  out 
a  funky  pop  album?  Well  that's  what 
you'll  get  when  you  pick  up  The  Ty- 
rant is  Free  from  a.  graham  &  the  mo- 
ment band,  interestingly  released  on 
vaunted  Canadian  indie  label  Sonic 
Unyon.  Andy  Graham,  together  with 
three  of  his  friends,  turned  what  ap- 
parently started  off  as  only  a  studio 
project  into  this  debut  album.  Folksy 
vocals  mesh  well  with  infectious 
melodies  informed  by  a  melange  of 
country,  blues  and  rock.  There  are 
many  wonderful  surprises  to  be 
discovered  throughout  the  album: 
a  chorale  pop  track,  an  ostensible 
anthem  for  anyone  who  is  tempted 
to  go  a  little  AWOL,  great  brass  and 
saxophone  accompaniment,  and 
witty  lyrics  musing  about  annoy- 
ances, yearnings  and  other  everyday 
experiences.  A  great  album  for  those 
who  aren't  afraid  of  exploring  fusion- 
style  music  that's  a  bit  outside  of  the 
box.-INDIRABALKISSOON 


M83 

Dead  Cities,  Red  Seas  &  Lost 
Ghosts  (Mute/Gooom) 

In  characterizing  an  ambient/ 
shoegaze/dreampop  album  like  MSB's 
Dead  Cities,  Red  Seas  &  Lost  Ghosts,  it  of- 
ten can  seem  difficult  to  avoid  a  certain 
triteness:  terms  like  ethereal,  dreamy 
sonic  landscapes;  layers  of  textured, 
floating  sound;  floods  of  noise;  atmo- 
spheric pop,  etc.  Inevitably  pop  up. 
Whatever — despite  MSS's  successfully 
satisfying  all  these  categorizations  and 
clearly  evoking  My  Bloody  Valentine's 
Loveless  (the  grand  statement  of  the 
whole  subgenre),  their  new  album  none- 
theless also  seems  to  offer  something 
a  little  different.  Dead  Cities...  consists 
of  intricately  complex  arrangements 
of  heavily  distorted  guitar  synthesizer 
drum  machine,  and  fuzzy  bass,  but  cou- 
pled with  a  more  electronica-based  feel 
(blips,  samples,  static).  This  is  achieved 
with  an  impressive  coherence  sus- 
tained throughout  the  album,  carrying 
the  delicate  and  palpably  melancholic 
mood  over  an  often-consuming  50-plus 
minutes.  Dead  Cities. . .  is  a  testament  to 
this  French  duo's  ability  to  create  a  thor- 
ough and  resonant  album  that  packs  a 
substantial  depth  of  emotion.— MICHAEL 
BACAL 


Various  Artists 
Boompa  Volume  1 
(Boompa  Records) 

A  feel-good  sampler  from  fledgling 
Vancouver  indie  label  Boompa,  this 
14-track  CD  is  a  pop-rock  head-bob- 
ber. But  that's  all  it  is;  there's  really 
nothing  new  here.  On  the  other  hand, 
what  they  do,  they  do  very  well,  es- 
pecially the  opening  track  by  Aussie 
natives  Sekiden,  who  beat  out  a  fun 
tribute  to  Alexander  Graham  Bell  on 
"Alexander,"  and  Run  Chico  Run  who 
have  the  one  truly  inventive  track  on 
the  CD — the  spooky-in-a-good-way 
"Jacques  and  Madeleine."  Vancouver 
faves  The  Salteens  also  bring  the 
goods  to  the  table  with  the  closing 
track  "Time  You  Have  Been  Wasting," 
but  everything  in  the  middle  seems 
to  fall  a  little  short,  which  makes  you 
wonder  why  those  tracks  are  even  on 
the  sampler  at  all:  seven  of  the  14  art- 
ists featured  aren't  even  on  the  label. 
Fortunately  for  them,  the  good  stuff 
comes  from  the  signed  Boompa  art- 
ists, proving  that  they  may  know  who 
to  sign,  but  they  don't  seem  to  know 
how  to  put  together  a  sampler.— CAIT- 
LINSTAROWICZ 


Lily  Frost 

Situation  (Aporia  Records) 

Opening  song  "Les  Vaisseaux  Noc- 
turnes" offers  a  suitable  introduction 
to  Vancouver/Toronto  songstress  Lily 
Frost's  brand  of  retro-lounge.  The 
French  tune,  written  on  a  trip  to  Bora 
Bora,  is  the  perfect  backdrop  for  her 
voice,  which  is  pretty  in  a  Jane  Birken- 
esque  kind  of  way.  1  only  wish  that  she'd 
sung  more  in  French.  The  rest  of  the 
album  is  similarly  jazzy  and  reminiscent 
of  the  chanteuse  genre.  "Silver  Sun"  is 
quiet  and  hushed,  yet  her  sweet  voice 
still  has  the  impact  to  stop  you  in  your 
tracks.  Frost's  cousin  Kinnie  Starr  sings 
background  vocals  on  the  atmospheric 
"Camden  Town,"  which  evokes  memo- 
ries of  taking  relaxed  strolls  through 
the  cool  London  neighborhood.  Starr 
also  contributes  Spanish  vocals  to  the 
rich  Latin  rhythms  of  "Black  Narcis- 
sus." On  "Insatiable,"  the  instrumentals 
are  pared  down  to  just  the  melancholic 
wail  of  the  guitar  allowing  Frost's  voice 
to  convey  a  deep  sense  of  yearning. 
This  album,  an  expanded  version  of 
an  earlier  EP,  anchors  Frost  as  a  musi- 
cian with  a  natural  ability  to  entice  the 
listener  through  her  truthful  lyrics  and 
spellbinding  delivery— BRIDGET  MAK 

Lily  Frost  plays  a  residency  at  the 
Rivoli  Pool  Hall  every  Wednesday  in 
November  at  8  pm. 
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Golden  girls  and  boysr 


by  MATTSOMERS 
VARSITY  STAFF 


This  weekend  boasts  more  playoff 
action  for  anyone  wiio  wasn't  satis- 
fied by  tiie  overload  of  activity  expe- 
rienced just  seven  days  ago. 

The  men's  lacrosse  team  will  trav- 
el to  Bishop's  University  in  Quebec 
to  compete  in  the  Ontario  Champi- 
onship from  Friday  to  Sunday.  This 
event  will  cap  off  a  season  that  has 
seen  the  team  go  4-4,  and  one  in 
which  the  team  got  stronger  as  the 
year  went  on.  Coach  Matt  Thomas 
got  used  to  his  squad  after  a  couple 
games,  and  the  team  learned  to  fol- 
low the  system  that  their  coach  put 
in  place. 

The  Brock  Badgers  are  the  favou- 
rite to  retain  the  sport's  Baggataway 
Cup.  as  they  are  defending  champi- 
ons and  have  won  the  trophy  all  but 
five  times  in  its  19-year  history. 

The  Blues  will  have  to  beat  Guelph 
in  a  preliminary  match  on  Friday  to 
qualify  for  a  semi-final  date  with 
Bishop's  on  Saturday.  Bishop's  and 
Brock  won  their  divisions  and  as  a 
result  each  gets  a  bye  into  the  semi- 
finals. 

U  of  T's  women's  rugby  team  will 
travel  even  farther  this  weekend. 
They  will  be  playing  in  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia  from  Friday  to  Sunday  in  an 
attempt  to  capture  the  national 
rugby  crown.  The  team  will  be  in 
tough  competition  against  the  likes 
of  the  University  of  Alberta  Pandas, 
who  have  won  an  incredible  five 
straight  titles. 

The  ladies  are  ranked  sixth  in  the 
country  after  a  defeat  by  Western  in 
last  weekend's  OUA  championship. 
They  finished  second  in  the  Shells 
division  behind  Western. 

Heather  Moyse,  a  fifth-year  full- 
back for  the  Blues,  is  worth  keeping 
an  eye  on.  She  led  the  team  in  scor- 
ing with  11  tries  over  the  course  of 
the  season  and  was  named  an  OUA 
all-star.  Shannon  Smith  and  Leigh 
Nevermann  were  also  named  to  the 
all-star  team. 

The  other  schools  playing  for  the 
championship  are  Western,  the  Uni- 
versity of  Alberta,  St.  Francis  Xavier, 
McGill,  and  the  University  of  PEL 

The  undefeated  women's  field 
hockey  team  will  head  the  other  di- 
rection, west,  to  Alberta  for  the  Ca- 
nadian Interuniversity  Sport  (CIS) 
Championships  on  Thursday.  The 
final  game  will  be  played  Sunday 
afternoon  and  the  Blues,  who  are 
ranked  third  in  the  country,  have  an 
excellent  shot  at  capturing  the  title. 

The  University  of  British  Co- 
lumbia (UBC)  Thunderbirds  are 
coming  into  this  tournament  as  the 
defending  champions  and  are  the 
top-ranked  team  in  the  nation.  The 
University  of  Victoria  and  the  Blues 
follow  them. 

U  of  T  has  a  total  of  five  girls  on 
the  field  hockey  all-star  teams  this 
year.  Robin  Leslie,  Alex  Chacin- 
ski  and  Julia  Morton  are  on  the  first 
team,  while  Cailie  O'Hara  and  Sarah 
Lipton  represent  the  Blues  on  the 
second  team. 

Finally,  both  soccer  teams  will 
see  OUA  semi-final  action  on  Sat- 
urday. The  men  play  Carleton  in 
Ottawa  and  the  women  face  Queen's 
in  Kingston. 

Last  weekend,  the  men's  team 
beat  McMaster  in  the  quarterfinal, 
which  earned  them  the  right  to  face 


CHRISTOPHER  PIKE 

The  men's  soccer  team  celebrated  after  defeating  McMaster  last  weekend 
In  the  OUA  quarter-final.  They  don't  get  a  break  though,  as  they  have  to 
face  Carleton  in  a  semi-final  contest  on  Saturday. 


What  he  is  thinking:  "We  have  to  take  on  who  this  weekend?" 


Men's  hockey 
team  wants  to  take 
advantage  of  the 
spotlight 


by  AMITA  PARIKH 


U  of  T's  men's  hockey  team  might 
notice  the  stands  a  little  fuller  than 
usual  this  season.  Apart  from  the  CBC 
reality  series  'Making  the  Cut'  and  the 
option  of  watching  youngsters  duke 
it  out  in  the  Greater  Toronto  Hockey 
League  (GTHL),  we  are  currently 
living  in  a  hockey-starved  city.  Who 
knew  you  could  miss  Don  Cherry  so 
much? 

With  no  end  in  sight  for  the  NHL 
lock-out,  Toronto-area  fans  could 
start  making  weekly  pilgrimages  to 
Varsity  Arena  in  order  to  satiate  their 
appetites.  The  Blues  are  gunning  for 
their  fifth  straight  OUA  mid-east  di- 
vision title  and  are  hoping  to  earn  a 
berth  at  the  Canadian  Interuniversity 
Sport  (CIS)  Championships.  If  they 
succeed  in  accomplishing  the  latter, 
it  will  be  the  team's  first  trip  to  the 
national  final  since  1993. 

Players  were  unavailable  for  com- 
ment, but  head  coach  Darren  Lowe 
willingly  provided  feedback,  opinions, 
and  expectations  for  his  team.  Lowe 
will  be  relying  heavily  on  his  return- 
ing players,  as  the  team  this  year  is  a 
real  mix  of  newcomers  and  the  more 
experienced. 

"We  will  have  to  do  a  tremendous 
amount  of  teaching  in  order  to  attain 
our  goals,"  said  Lowe.  "Our  inexperi- 
ence on  defence  is  a  concern.  We 
have  some  athletes  that  are  going  to 
be  very  reliable  players  but  are  still 
learning  the  ropes.  Our  most  experi- 
enced defenceman  has  only  two  years 
of  experience  playing  at  this  level." 

Lowe  said  that  no  big  changes  are 
being  made  in  terms  of  training  re- 
gimes, but  adds  that  there  have  been 
fewer  class-scheduling  conflicts  than 
in  the  past,  meaning  greater  atten- 
dance at  practices. 


Carleton.  Likewise,  the  women's 
team  defeated  Guelph  to  make  it  to 
the  semi-finals.  Both  teams  will  play 
in  championship  games  on  Sunday 
if  they  are  victorious  on  Saturday. 

Be  sure  to  catch  these  home 
games  on  campus  this  weekend: 
badminton  at  10  am  on  Saturday, 
men's  hockey  against  Ottawa  at  7: 
30  p.m.on  Saturday  and  women's 
hockey  against  Brock  at  7:30  p.m. 
on  Sunday. 


'Comic  Heaven"  GiobBandMsn  "Delightful"  saoNews 

"Perfection"  rnmntn  siar     "Top  5  shows  of  the  year"  me  Magazine 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


r.SL  reaclier  I'rainiiig  Courses 

■  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

■  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

■  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

■  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

■  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

■  ]ob  Guarantee  Included 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240  /  1-800-269-6719 


Runs  to  Nov  14 

WINNER!  BEST  PRODUCTION 

NY  INTERNATIONAL  FRINGE  FESTIVAL 

OFFICIAL  SELECTION 

U.S.  HBO  COMEDY  ARTS  FESTIVAL 

Poor  Aiex  Theatre 

296  Brunswick  Ave.  Toronto 


Tickets  starting  at  $25 
Call:  416-872-1111 

ticketmaster.ca 


*  Quote  "Varsity"  atTicketmaster  or  at  box  office  one  hour  before  each  show 


That  the  coaching  staff  and  players 
work  very  hard  is  not  surprising,  and 
the  recent  results  seem  to  speak  for 
themselves.  The  Blues,  with  a  3-1  re- 
cord so  far.  currently  sit  atop  the  OUA 
mid-east  standings.  They  blanked  the 
Guelph  Gryphons  5-0  in  their  season 
opener  and  since  then  have  notched 
up  wins  over  Brock  and  York. 

In  the  game  against  York,  veteran 
right-winger  Mike  Nason  scored  two 
goals  and  had  one  assist.  Nason  leads 
the  OUA  scoring  race  so  far  with 
four  goals  and  seven  points  in  three 
games. 

Lowe  also  cited  team  captain  and 
former  OUA  all-star  Ian  Malcolm  as 
one  player  to  keep  an  eye  on  this  year. 
Malcolm,  a  fourth-year  student,  had 
one  goal  and  an  assist  in  the  team's 
victory  over  York. 

Other  players  to  look  out  for  in- 
clude goalie  Ryan  Grinnell,  who  was 
sidelined  for  a  two-game  suspension 
but  is  now  back  in  the  net:  left-winger 
Simon  Barg;  and  top  defenceman 
Andrew  Smale,  who  possesses  good 
skating  ability  and  size. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  or  not 
the  Blues  can  carry  this  early  momen- 
tum into  the  playoff  season.  But  with 
a  strong  support  network  from  team 
staff  already  in  place  and  the  likeli- 
hood that  the  Blues  wifl  garner  a  few 
more  fans  in  light  of  the  NHL  dispute, 
the  future  looks  bright. 

The  team  will  see  action  Saturday 
night  at  Varsity  Arena.  The  Ottawa 
Gee  Gees  will  be  in  town  for  a  game  at 
7:30  against  the  boys  in  blue. 


www.oxfordseminais.coin  ■  www.mattandbentheplay.com 
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MOLSON  CANADIAN  AND  NAPSTER 
BRING  YOU  ANY  MUSIC  YOU  WANT 

f^X      WITH  4  FREE  DOWNLOADS  NOW  Mt^SM 

INSIDE  SPECIALLY  MARKED  28  CASES.  ^MHB'^'^l^t^ 
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WE  WILL  NEVER  FORGET 


Science,  but  has  joined  the  army  and  become  reckless. 

his  moHstacho  thrive. 


May 


\I,FRi;i>  i..  TAVI.oK 
-  child ,  li'ilh  xvoniiroHs  t-.Vt-v. 
I     l".  ,.       ,        '    arrivfd   in    Chatham   on    l)ct  '. 
Aiicmicd  till-  U«.al  collt-siatf.  whtnct-  he  matriciifatid,  !' 
«itls  two  schol3r~hij>.v     An  .iriiint  Knslish  ami  Historv 
.ip!      "'ih  ilislinct  i>etlaKOgic  ]>roclivit\,-^       \  vrn-a!   ri-ail>  ' 
!a|»t  U)  want  his  w  ■  warn:  iv.t 

adiui-. 


Francis  G.  David  Rouleau 

Ottawa,  Ont. 

Pass  Arts.  Came  to  Trinit} 
House  from  Lisgar  C.L  Was  an 
active  member  of  T.C.L.L 
Spent  summers  as  instructor  in 
photography  and  nature  stud\ 
at  Powter's  Camp  near  Mont- 
real. Future  plans  are  indefi- 
nite: R.C.A.F.,  Post-Grad.  ii 
English,  or  work! 


kilitd  whin  the  machine  o\trturnc<j  and  fell  into  the  sea.    Uuried  at  l-rieston. 
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.\f.FRED  IJVIXOSTON'E  TAVLOR    Ihtc.  o.  .  loJS 

Corporal,  <>ic*biin<irc<!'aiKl-?ix;''i  n;'^:  f"  *  •  ; 

Soo  o£  WltsoQ  Tayfew,  8„\.;  !  i.  Cbathain,  I 

andci.;  Vktwria  College  19 is- if.  llt^, — Ct>;  c 

He efilistetHn  Kebmary  1916 in  thv  iUttatkm, and shf^il;.  Lt^-I'-^t  _<r.i:L^  .:..tr- 

«eas  trartsferrcd  as  a  StgaaSer  to  ibc  Ii6ih.  He  reached  France  m  Marrfe  1917  smi 
serretl  through  thv  battfes  orf  \  imv  ami  IhH  70  in  ifut  \*ear.  l>taTfig  the  winter  he  was 
th*  reprcscntasive  of  hi*  i.>att»lton  in  the  I  nsM^Mfv  (M  \imy  Rklg?,  ami  throygb  bis 
ser\'sct;  ht,  ?n  the  at>»ctK.ic  of  a  (.K;]pj;un  of  v.>*.t ,  v.  wwr kct,  ofien  perfcfnun}  tJieir  t!i«te9 
aino"K       trr-TfiV^     -^frt-  ^  '-i»''c  of  .\nii<-aj*      te\\  Cf%  the  seccaui 

ftav  i;*f  tJic  iL^tvvitv.o  Jrom  1  l»v  shrapwi  w*rife  h<^iing  a  at 

b!-*  S,ia,Jf-'»n  *  bna!  <>!<«:vt;  the  wotv!  ^nn  f*f  f!!*  parents  to 


r/O  David  Francis  Gaston  ROULEAU  m  m^.  i;i  s^ju  ra^ 

^.cU  iicad,  after  a  i(S!K:  fiii^hf  ift«n  % 
:ribc(J  on  :1k-  Ntska  McaK^ml, 


i^BEBILCOCK.  JOHN  ABCHIBALD 

"He  knows  tclmt's  what,  and  Ihiitts  (is  hh/h 
As  philosophic  wit  can  fly. ' ' 
He  entered  University  College  in  the  Class  'U. 
His  Arts  course  was  concluded  at  the  end  of  eitrhr 
months.     The  "School"  presents  a  more  viriU' 
i vocation.     Another  vear  passes;  again  the  w:>vs 
divide;  he  leaves  the  beaten  path  of  ultra-{)r:i> 
sal  proportions  to  follow  the  lure  of  the  "rnm 
rose  i'ath  ' ' — Forestrv. 


m 


tons  ARCHIBALD  TREBILCOCK    May     1893— May  Ji,  i<>iS 
Mafor,  Royrtt  Fk-ltl  AcrttlJry. 

Sao  of  Jo!M^*&  Tret»ilcwfe;  h.  East  Tonwto:  «L  E.  Toroato       and  H-s.;  Vni'^ 
vtTtUy  CoJJegc  19(0-11,  Forestry  191 1-15,  B.sc.r.;  Assoctatioa  Footbsii  coloors. 

He  entisted  m  December  1914  wtth  th^  4th  Bn^d«  Hca(k|ttarter«,  ami  went  | 

OTtrseas  in  April  1915.    He  tiiea  obtained  his  coramasim  in  the  R.  FSeW  AitillCT>%  Mid  S 
ifircftS  to  Fkurcc  ia  March  1916.    He  sm'ed  fir»t  with  the  Stat,  and  then  from  Jaoaar>''j 
£917  oawart^  with  t^  76th  Brigixde.    la  the  cottrse  of  this  >'car  he  was  protnoted  I 
{ieutexattt^  Cai:^tn,  and  Major.   He  served  first  oft  Che  Araieati^e?  front,  and  then  a 
|-  the  SoOBM  from  Joac  1916  to  Fcbroary  1917.    During  1917  he  iKrntt  throogh  tl 
^   battles  of  Vtmy.  Messines  and  P^ascheitdaele.   He  was  awarded  the  MiHtarj'  CroM  foi 
ba  servkc  at  Pa^ieheadaele  is  Scf>tember,  when  he  kept  ht$  guns  wotktng  umter  bea% 
enesay  fire,  and  put  out,  at  t;rcat  personal  risk,  blaziftg  amiminitioa  that  had  c.i..,hht  fire 
ia  one  of  the  gun-pi{».    Fr^Kti  Nwcrabcf  1917  to  April  191$  he  »cr>-c*l  on  the  Italian 
feoec   A  mtmth  after  h£«  retttra  to  France  he  was  killed  ia  action  near  Arras.    i>bc  of 
l»Sim»  had  been  strtick  by  as  enemy  »heS.  which  a]»  set  wi  ^  the  camoi^ace  and  f 
iriwtler.   The  poeit'mn  was  then  liea>ily  tnmbarded,  and  part  of  the  ammuaitian  c 
Sse-   Oa  beia^  EKiti6e«i  be  at  oece  went  forward  to  a^bt  the  men  who  had  taken  i 
scar  the  wrecked  gon.   He  wa»  near  the  entrance  when  he  was  seiwelywwBKkd  by  t 
expSosioo  of  a  &heU  in  the  heated  ammunitiofl.  and  thouj^  taken  back  at  OAce  to  t 
drtssjcg  »tatK>n,  he  died  of  hi»  injuries  shortly  afterwards,    Uuried  at  L<  Bac  du  i 


David  Carroll  Seitz  (*KII) 
Toronto,  Ont. 

Pass  Arts.  From  U.T.S.  Con- 
tributed "It  was  the  all  time 
Frost",  and  other  useful  ex- 
pressions to  the  English  lan- 
guage. Future  plans — Opcode. 
At  present  Overseas  with  C  A.C. 


Gnr  David  Carroll  SEITZ  j  Medium  Hcgi  rca 
GnKhutc  UTS  i9iz.  St.  Michac!'s  CoHcgc,  ba  i<H-t-  Kiilcd  in  action  in 
Ntntttindy,  S  August  1944-  Buried  in  Brctt<r\Tilic-sur-Iji?<-  Canadian  War 
OrtvctcA',  France. 
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Tuesday,  November  11 

Act  of  Remembrance  ~  )0:30am  at  the  Hart  House  Soldier's  Tower.  Hart 
House  Chorus  directed  by  John  Tuttle.  Reception  following  in  the  Great  Hall. 
Community  Kitchen  "20  Minute  iVlagic  -  Fast  Food".  Learn  to  prepare  good 
food  in  a  hurry.  5-7pm  in  the  Catering  Kitchen.  All  welcome.  $5.  Passport 
event.  Pre-register  at  Hall  Porter's  Desk. 
Bridge  Duplicate  Play-  6:30pm  in  the  Reading  Room. 

Wednesday,  November  12 

5-BUCK LUNCH,  "Colours  of  Iran",  1 1 :30am-2pm  in  the  Great  Hall.  Displays, 

live  Persian  music,  dance  and  play. 

Midday  IVIosaics  -  12mor\  in  the  Music  Room. 

Investment  Club  Speaker  Series  -  Brock  D.  Cober,  investment 

Representatiave,  CareVest  Capital  Inc.,  6pm  in  the  East  Common  Room. 

Refreshments.  Passport  event. 

Thursday,  November  13 

Athletics  Open  Forum  -  5:30p.m.  -  7p.m.  Debates  Room.  For  members  of 
Hart  House  to  discuss  such  plans  as  resurfacing  the  track,  renovating  the 
Activities  Room,  and  acquiring  athletic  equipment.  Bring  your  comments  and 
ideas  about  the  programmes  you  might  like  to  see.  The  discussion  will  be 
moderated  by  the  members  of  the  Recreational  Athletics  Committee.  Light 
refreshments  and  a  cash  bar  provided.  Please  confirm  your  attendance  by 
November  11th  at  the  Porters'  Desk,  (416)  978-2452. 
Orchestra  Fall  Concert-  8pm  in  the  Great  Hall 
Worlds  of  Music  Concert-  Featuring  Nubah,  9pm-midnight  in  Arbor  Room. 
Licensed.  No  cover.  All  welcome. 


Jazz  at  Oscar's 

cover.  Free. 


Friday,  November  14 

11  O'clock  Band,  9pm  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Licensed.  No 

Sunday,  November  16 

1  pm  in  the  Meeting  Room.  All  welcome. 


Algonquin  Square  Table 

416.978.0537 

Chamber  Strings  Fall  Concert-  8pm  in  the  Great  Hall.  Paul  McCulloch, 

conductor  "Capriol  Suite"-  Peter  Warlock,  "Two  Pieces"  -  Adam  Buttress, 
"Concerto  Grosso,  op.  6,  No.  8"  -  Arcangeio  Corelli,  "Lullaby"  -  George 
Gershwin,  and  "Symphony  #25  g  minor"  -  W.A.  Mozart. 

UPCOMING 

2nd  Annual  UofT  Christmas  Carol  -\Ne6.  Dec,  10  at  7:30pm  in  the  Great 
Hall.  Tickets  now  on  sale  at  Hart  House  Theatre  Box  Office  416.978.8668. 
$20  ($1 5  students).  All  proceeds  go  to  the  UofT  Food  &  Clothing  Bank. 
0//VW£/?S£/?/£S  Wednesday  evenings  with  outstanding  speakers.  Nov.  19 
William  Humphries,  "Canada's  Role  to  Preserve  and  Open  the  Collections  of 
the  Hermitage",  Dec.  3  -  Claudia  Hepburn,  "Educational  Choices  for  Ontario", 
Jan.  14  -  Christopher  Moore,  "Confederation  Politics";  Feb.  11  -  The 
Honourable  Flora  MacDonaid,  "Peace  Through  Negotiation",  Mar.  1 1  -  Brock 
Fenton,  "Bats  and  the  Environment".  Series  packages  available  at  the 
Membership  Services  Office  416.978.4732.  Single  tickets:  Alumni  mem- 
bers/guests $45,  U  of  T  students  $25. 

ART  416.978.8398 

The  Justina  M,  Barnicke  Gallery -Mera  Frenkel:  "The  Institute:  Or,  What  We 

Do  for  Love",  a  Web-based  installation.  Runs  Nov.  18-Dec.  18. 
The  Arbor  Room  -  Paintings  by  Samuel  Chow.  Runs  to  Dec.  20. 

ATHLETICS  416,978.2447 

Register  in  Membership  Services  Office  for  Golf  Clinics  in  the  Hart  House  Golf 
Cage.  Beginner  and  Intermediate  classes  offered  with  Class  A  Professional 
Instructor,  Jennifer  Kimmons. 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  Office:  416.978.8668 

vww.harthousetheatre.ca 

Nov.13-22  (13-15,Thurs-Sat,  8pm,  19-22,  Wed-Sat  8pm  &  Sat.  22  2pm 
matinee)  Hart  House  Theatre  presents  Angelique  by  Lorena  Gale  (Toronto 
Premiere)  Directed  by  Eric  Rose 

Tickets  $1 5/$1 2  students  &  seniors  sponsored  by  TD  Meloche  Monnex,  as 
part  of  our  2003-2004  Season. 

GET  THE  NEWS  ON  RADIO 

Tune  in  to  BEYOND  THE  CLASSROOM,  a  weekly  radio  show  on  CILIT  89.5FM 
that  highlights  Hart  House  programmes  and  upcoming  events.  Tuesdays  from 
1 2  noon  to  1 :00p.m. 


Never  forget 

This  issue  of  the  Varsity  is  particularly  special,  as  it  falls  on  Remembrance  Day.  The  young  gentlemen  on  the 
cover  were  U  of  T  students  who  died  in  either  World  War  1  or  11.  They  are  just  four  members  of  the  613  mem- 
bers of  the  U  of  T  family  who  died  in  World  War  1,  the  557  who  died  in  World  War  11,  and  the  one  who  died 
in  Korea.  On  the  left  side  of  their  photos,  you  will  find  their  yearbook  messages  from  a  happier  time.  On  the 
right,  their  final  legacy,  appearing  in  the  U  of  T  Memorial  books,  compiled  by  H.E.  Brown.  Special  thanks  to 
Kathy  Parks  of  the  Soldier's  Tower  Committee  for  her  help. 

Memories  of  Ortona 


by  DON  DUVAL 


The  60th  anniversary  of  one  of 
the  fiercest,  most  bloody  battles 
ever  fought  by  Canadian  soldiers, 
is  being  commemorated  this  year 
to  honour  those  who  gave  up  their 
youth  and  dreams  to  fight  for  our 
freedom.  As  with  all  stories  of  war, 
it  is  often  difficult  to  understand 
and  relate  to  the  horrific  events,  but 
the  Battle  of  Ortona  and  its  associ- 
ated misery,  stands  among  the  few 
battles  in  Canadian  history  that  had 
such  significant  loss  of  life  for  noth- 
ing more  than  the  futility  of  war. 

Former  Ontario  high  school  his- 
tory teacher  Dennis  Makowetsky 
has  been  living  and  working  in  Lan- 
ciano,  Italy,  a  small  medieval  town 
about  15  kilometres  southwest  of 
Ortona  for  the  past  four  years.  As 
part  of  the  history  faculty  at  the 
Canadian  College  Italy,  Makowetsky 
has  become  somewhat  of  a  resident 
Canadian  expert  on  the  Battle  of 
Ortona.  In  addition  to  promoting 
awareness  in  the  classroom,  Ma- 
kowetsky has  been  giving  tours  to 
an  audience  of  students,  dignitar- 
ies, parents  and  former  war  veter- 
ans, retracing  and  re-living  the  un- 


believable and  emotional  journey 
the  Canadian  soldiers  endured  for 
those  unbearable  three  weeks  in 
December,  1943. 

Overlooking  the  Adriatic  Sea,  the 
town  of  Ortona  was  intended  to  be 
a  stopover  point  for  the  weary  and 
tired  Canadian  forces  that  had  been 
traveling  through  an  unforgiving 
winter  up  the  eastern  coast  of  Italy 
before  making  their  planned  final 
move  on  to  Rome.  Unbeknownst 
to  the  approaching  Canadian 
troops,  Makowetsky  indicates  "the 
Germans  were  positioning  snipers, 
land  mines  and  hiding  hundreds 
of  reserves  in  the  railroad  tunnels 
below  the  city  waiting  for  the  unsus- 
pecting Canadian  contingent." 

Separating  the  oncoming  Cana- 
dian forces  from  Ortona,  was  what 
now  has  infamously  become  known 
as  the  "gully,"  a  trench  roughly  10 
storeys  deep  in  the  middle  with  a 
width  of  approximately  500  metres. 

Ten  kilometres  away,  the  Allied 
forces  commander,  seeing  the  gully 
only  as  a  line  on  a  map,  continually 
ordered  Canadian  troops  to  forge 
onwards  to  seize  Ortona.  As  sol- 
diers reached  the  lip  of  the  gully, 
before  even  beginning  their  descent 


down  the  steep  slope,  they  faced  a 
barrage  of  enemy  gunfire  with  no 
chance  of  survival.  Within  six  days 
of  initiating  the  attack,  hundreds  of 
soldiers  were  killed  by  strategically 
placed  German  snipers.  Twenty- 
three  year-old  Captain  Paul  Triquet 
was  one  of  the  exceptions. 

One  of  the  defining  moments  of 
the  Ortona  tour  is  a  solemn  stop  at 
Case  Berardi,  the  Italian  farmhouse 
that  Triquet  and  his  company  man- 
aged to  reach  only  days  before 
Christmas.  As  Makowetsky  reveals, 
"In  the  morning  of  Dec.  14,  Triquet 
left  the  Canadian  side  of  the  gully 
with  81  men.  When  they  captured 
Casa  Berardi  later  that  afternoon, 
there  were  only  14  remaining."  With 
little  ammunition  and  an  exhausted 
team  of  troops,  Triquet  and  his  crew 
were  able  to  secure  the  position  on 
the  German  side  of  the  gully  to  fa- 
cilitate a  passageway  into  Ortona. 

Casa  Berardi  still  stands  today 
overlooking  the  gully  where  so 
many  soldiers  lost  their  lives.  In  the 
backyard  of  the  house  where  de- 
scendants of  the  Berardi  family  still 
live,  a  monument  resembling  the 

Continued  on  next  page 


DON  DUVAL 

Above:  a  memorial  in  Ortona,  Italy  dedicated  to  Canadian  troops.  The  monument  is  made  out  of 
debris  from  houses  destroyed  there  in  WWII. 


WWW- 


"Because  Practice  Without  Approach  is  Hazardous." 

For  a  legal  problem  you  want  a  lawyer. 
For  an  LSAT  book  you  want  the  finest  author. 
For  an  LSAT  PREP  Course  you  want  the  finest  teacher. 
Only  prep.com  offers  all  three! 

This  spring  and  summer  John  Richardson,  BA.,  LLB,  J.D.  author  of 
Mastering  the  LSAT  and  Law  School  Bound  will  for  the  23'" 
consecutive  year  PERSONALLY  teach  his  LIVE  program  on  the  U  of  T 
campus.  The  Mastering  The  LSAT  program  begins  May  8  and  May  15. 
Weekend  Prep  for  Dec  and  Feb  starts  Nov.  8, 15,  21,  Jan.  17,  23. 


To  suscribe  to  the  Law  School  Bound 
email  newsletter,  email:  lawnews@prep.com 


HOT  YOGA 

Blkram  Yoga  Method 


720  Spadina  Ave. 
Suite  306 

416-961-9530 

Classes  Daily 

www.hotyoga.ca 


INTRODUCTORY 
dL\l   WEEK  SPECIAL 


7  Hart  House  Circle,  Toronto  M5S  3H3,  Ontario 
Phone:4 1 6.978.2452  www.harthouse.utoronto.ca. 


^  GMAT  -  MCAT  -  GRE 

(416)  410-PREP  -  learn@prep.com-www.prep.com 


news^thevarsity.ca 
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fleur-de-lis  sits,  dedicated  to  and 
remembering  the  triumph  and  brav- 
ery of  Triquet's  Quebec  regiment. 
In  addition,  a  portrait  hangs  in  La 
Citadel  in  Quebec  City.  Painted  in 
the  picture  has  Triquet  wearing  the 
Victoria  Cross,  the  highest  military 
recognition  and  honour  bestowed 
on  a  Canadian  soldier  for  bravery. 

As  a  result  of  the  devastating 
casualties  suffered  trying  to  cross 
the  gully,  the  Allied  forces  decided 
it  was  no  longer  feasible  to  continue 
on  to  Rome.  "In  the  evening  of  Dec. 
18,"  Makowetsky  explains,  "after 
the  capture  of  Casa  Berardi,  the 
Canadians  sent  some  scouts  into 
Ortona.  When  they  returned,  the 
soldiers  told  the  contingent  that 
the  Germans  were  gone."  However, 
as  the  weary  Canadians  marched 
into  the  city,  the  aforementioned 
Germans  ambushed  the  oncoming 
soldiers,  catching  them  in  a  bloody 
street  battle.  The  plans  to  spend 
the  winter  in  Ortona  were  instantly 
erased  as  the  Canadians  were 
caught,  fighting  against  an  enemy 
that  was  relentless  in  their  mission. 
Buildings,  churches  and  homes 
were  obliterated  as  the  desperate 
German  army  used  every  remaining 
weapon  to  secure  their  final  strong- 
hold. On  Dec.  28,  1943  three  days 
after  Christmas,  the  remaining  Ca- 
nadian forces  awoke  to  an  eerie  si- 
lence. The  Germans  had  retreated. 
The  Allies  had  won.  For  the  few  sur- 
viving Canadian  soldiers,  the  brutal 
week-long  street  battle  was  over,  as 
too  were  the  thoughts  of  marching 
into  Rome  as  victors. 

The  culmination  of  the  battle 
tour  is  an  emotional  Nov.  11  Re- 


membrance Day  ceremony,  orga- 
nized by  school  principal  Marisa 
D'Alessandro,  at  the  Moro  River 
Canadian  War  Cemetery,  the  pris- 
tine resting  place  for  more  than 
1,300  Canadian  soldiers  who  died 
during  the  Italian  campaign  in 
World  War  II.  "In  addition  to  the 
large  contingent  of  Canadian  and 
Italian  students,"  Makowetsky 
explains,  "the  ceremony  will  be 
attended  by  soldiers,  former  veter- 
ans, representatives  from  Canadian 
Legion  magazine  and  the  Canadian 
Deputy  Ambassador  to  Italy,  Peter 
McKellar"  Surrounded  by  the  sur- 
real peacefulness  overlooking  the 
Adriatic  Sea  are  scattered  memo- 
ries of  Canadian  bravery,  but  few 
are  as  dramatic  and  emotional  as 
the  tombstone  of  Brantford  soldier 
Gordon  E.  Ott.  Lying  among  his  fel- 
low soldiers,  the  inscription  on  his 
grave  reveals  that  the  he  was  only 


The  grave  of  16-year  old 
Gordon  E.  Ott. 


DON  DUVAL 


16  years-old  when  he  was  killed  in 
January,  1944.  This,  as  one  visitor 
recorded  in  the  cemetery  registry, 
"represents  what  Canada  sacrificed 
for  our  freedom." 

Today,  although  the  town  has  nev- 
er fully  recovered  from  the  battle 
scars,  the  churches,  cathedral,  pi- 
azzas, homes  and  businesses  have 
been  mostly  rebuilt.  Aside  from  the 
few  remaining  shell  marks  and  bul- 
let holes  permanently  engrained  in 
the  landscape,  very  little  is  visible 
of  the  horrific  war 

In  1998,  a  memorial  commis- 
sioned by  the  Canadian  government 
was  constructed  from  remnants  of 
buildings  and  houses  destroyed 
during  the  battle.  The  emotional 
monument  depicts  a  fallen  soldier, 
reaching  out  to  a  fellow  comrade 
as  he  lay  there  dying.  Over  the 
past  five  years,  the  monument,  lo- 
cated in  the  former  piazza  where  so 
many  Canadian  soldiers  died,  has 
been  visited  by  numerous  people 
to  remember  the  lives  and  families 
that  were  destroyed.  "Two  of  the 
most  prominent  visitors,"  explains 
Makowetsky,  "are  Francesca  and 
Maria  LaSorda,"  two  elderly  sisters 
that  were  living  in  the  piazza  during 
the  gruesome  battle.  "They  were 
standing  in  their  doorway  watch- 
ing the  unveiling  of  the  monument 
and  were  very  moved  by  the  whole 
thing  with  the  memories  of  the 
Canadians."  Since  that  time,  the 
sisters  have  maintained  flowers  on 
the  memorial  every  day  as  a  way 
of  remembering  and  thanking  the 
Canadian  troops.  As  she  will  emo- 
tionally tell  you,  Francesca  LaSorda 
had  fallen  in  love  with  a  soldier  in 
1943,  only  to  never  see  him  again. 
She  never  married. 


War  correspondent  speaks  at 
UTSC  Watts  lecture 


byOAYNABOYER 


CBC  journalist  and  three- 
time  Gemini  award  winner  Joe 
Schlesinger  was  the  distinguished 
and  highly  coveted  presenter 
chosen  for  the  3P'  annual  Watts 
lecture  at  the  University  of  To- 
ronto at  Scarborough  campus  on 
Nov.  5.  Schlesinger,  in  the  words 
of  Professor  Susan  Solomon,  is 
"Canada's  most  distinguished 
foreign  correspondent."  He  cur- 
rently co-hosts  a  show  on  CBC's 
Newsworld  entitled  "Foreign 
Assignment,"  and  he's  also  the 
author  of  the  best-selling  book 
Time  Zones. 

Solomon  said  that  once  the  de- 
cision was  made  to  obtain  a  jour- 
nalist as  the  presenter  of  the  3P' 
annual  Watts  lecture,  Schlesinger 
was  "at  the  top  of  everyone's 
list."  The  annual  lecture  is  in  the 
memory  of  F.B.  Watts,  a  former 
geography  professor  at  UTSC. 
The  intent  of  these  lectures  is  to 
"bring  distinguished  individuals 
from  all  walks  of  life  to  speak  to 
the  community,"  Professor  Solo- 
mon noted  in  her  introductory 
speech. 

Schlesinger's  highly  anticipated 
speech,  "Winning  Wars. ..Losing 
Peace,"  was  littered  with  his  own 
personal  experience  of  war  from 
childhood  and  his  diverse  jour- 
nalistic career.  He  said  himself, 
"we  journalists  are  notorious 
for  describing  things  in  anec- 
dotal terms."  As  Solomon  said, 
Schlesinger  chose  to  become  a 
journalist  because  "journalism 
affords  him  a  rare  opportunity 
to  learn." 


Having  been  a  Jew  in  Nazi  Eu- 
rope, he  is  a  survivor  of  Hitler's 
terror,  and  his  experience  is  what 
makes  him  uniquely  qualified  to 
be  a  foreign  affairs  specialist,  as 
well  as  a  sought-after  speaker  on 
these  topics.  His  lecture  included 
World  War  II  and  the  Cold  War,  of 
which  he  said  that  "peace  is  not 
just  the  absence  of  war,  but  the 
beginning  of  a  new  life.  [The  Cold 
War]  made  a  wasteland  and  called 
it  peace  [and  I]  spent  much  of  my 
career  wandering  through  it." 
During  his  career  he  has  covered 
wars  in  Vietnam,  wars  between 
India  and  Pakistan,  and  the  Gulf 


War.  On  this  he  proclaimed  "I  am, 
if  you  will,  my  own  guinea  pig." 

Over  and  above  his  outstand- 
ing talent  for  public  speaking, 
Schlesinger  presented  to  the  au- 
dience some  rather  controversial 
points  of  view  on  the  current  war 
in  Iraq.  During  the  question  and 
answer  session  he  addressed 
issues  concerning  the  UN,  the 
United  States  situation  in  Iraq, 
and  the  Canadian  role  in  peace 
keeping. 

Parts  of  the  lecture  will  be  aired 
Thursday  Nov.  13  at  noon  on  89.5 
CIUT,  thanks  to  students  from 
UTSC's  journalism  program. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Empathic  Help  with  your  PersonBl  Concerns  ] 
Moderate  Fees  •  Day/Evening/Weekend  Appointments] 
ROGER  SPALDING 

204  Si;  GEORGE  STREET 

416.323.3425 


Hart  House  Hair  Place 

^  FINEST  CUTTING  &  STYLING 

Mon.  to  Fri.  8:30  -  5:30       Sat.  9:00  -  5:00 
For  appointment  call:  416-978-2431 
7  Hart  House  Circle 

Excellent  Work  &.  Reasonable  Rates 


TOP  TEN  REASON'S 
TO  DROP  BY  THE 
BEDFORD  ACADEMY 

OR  THE 
BEDFORD  BALLROOM 
FOR  A  PINT  THIS 
AFTERNOON... 

1)  Because  you've  already  missed  your 
class. 

2)  Because  you  didn't  read  the  assigned 
work.  - 

3)  Because  a  pint  would  be  nice  right 
now. 

4)  Because  talk  is  cheap  and  beer  is 
cheaper. 

5)  Because  Kant's  Categorical 
Imperative  would  tell  you  to. 

6)  Because  you've  got  that  extension. 

7)  Because  you  bought  books,  paid  your 
tuition,  and  have  that  little  extra. 

8)  Because  the  bartender  can  help  you 
with  your  homework. 

9)  Because  you  survived  midterms. 

10)  Because  studying's  always  easier  with 
a  pint. 


36  Prince  Arthur  Ave.  416-921-4600 


Bedford 
^  Ballroom 

232  BlOOR  St.  W.,  416-966-4450 
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INVEST  IN  A  GREEN  FUTURE 

Find  out  about  our 
16-fnonth  graduate  degree  program— 


MASTER  OF  FOREST  CONSERVATION  (M.F.C; 

The  Faculty  of  Forestry 
University  of  Toronto 
will  host  an  open  information  session  on 

Wednesday,  November  26,  2003 
at  3:00  p.m. 

in  Room  1016M,  Earth  Sciences  Centre 

33  Willcocks  Street 
(south-west  corner  of  Willcocks  and  Huron  Streets) 

Toronto  ON 


Email;  gradprog@forestry.utoronto.ca 


http://www.forestfy.utoronto.ca 


Canadian  Catholic  Bioethics  Institute 

presents  the  3"^^  Annual  Lecture 


Fr.  Kevin  O'Rourke,  O.P. 

Loyola  University  of  Chicago 
^^'  Bking  on 

The  Hydration 
Debaie.  various  Options 

(with  panel  discussion  to  follow) 


Friday  November  14,  2003,  2:00  pm 

Carr  Hall,  University  of  St.  Michael's  College 
University  of  Toronto,  100  St.  Joseph  Street 

For  further  information  contact  the 
Canadian  Catholic  Bioethics  institute 

Tel:  416-926-2335 
www.utoronto.ca/stmikes/bioethics 


Wed-Sat  12-15  Nov  2003,  Bp 

OPERA  DIVISION  PRESENTS 
Mozart:  Cos\  fan  tutte 


A  comic  opera  exploring  love, 
intrigue  and  the  nature  of  fidelity. 

Agnes  Crossmonn,  conductor 
Michael  P.  Albano,  director 
Sung  in  Italian  with  Englisli  surtitles 

MacMiilan  Theatre 
$26  ($16  students) 


Men,  17  Nov  2003,  7p 

CHAMBER  IV1USIC  SERIES 
NEXUS  Percussion  Ensemble 


Sat,  Nov  22, 2003, 8  pm 

Wind  Ensemble 

Jeffrey  Reynolds,  conductor 

Mahler,  Glinka,  Chan  Ka  Nin  and 

others. 

MacMiilan  Theatre. 

$13,  $7  seniors 

Free  to  UT  students  with  ID 


Mon,  24  Nov  2003 

BENJAMIN  BRITTEN: 
A  CELEBRATION 

Legure  by  Colin  Graham 
"Staging  Britten's  Operas" 
With  panel  discussion  with  Andrew 
Porter  and  William  Littler. 
12  pm.  Walter  Hall 

Britten  Chamber  Ensemble 

Britten:  Solo  Cello  Suite,  String 

Quartet  No.  3,  Violin  Sonata 

Kulesha:  Variations 

8  pm.  Walter  Hail 

$35,  $30  seniors,  $15  students 


with  special  guest 
Phil  NImmons,  clarinet 

Internationally  renowned  percus- 
sion group  performs  music  by 
Schickeie,  Becker  and 
Hartenberger,  and  improvises 
with  legendary  jazz  clarinettist 
Phil  Nimmons. 

Walter  Hall 

$21  ($11  students) 


Free  Events 

Jazz@8:30 

Small  jazz  ensembles 
Walter  Hall 

Thu,  13  Nov  2003, 12:10p 
John  Kruspe  Piano  Recital 

Music  of  Beethoven,  Schubert 
and  Prokofiev 
Walter  Hall 

Thu,  20  Nov  2003, 12:10p 
David  Occhipinti  Jazz 
Quartet 

Walter  Hall 
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U  of  T  establishes  War  Child 
wing  on  campus 


byPOYALIISLAM 


If  you  want  to  grapple  with  global 
issues,  "Aid  or  Interference"  may  be 
for  you.  War  Child  @  U  of  T,  in  part- 
nership with  the  Hart  House  Music 
and  Debates  Committees,  will  host 
"Aid  or  Interference?,"  a  free  forum 
about  the  roles  of  non-governmen- 
tal organizations  (NGOs)  in  foreign 
countries.  The  forum,  which  will  be 
held  on  Nov.  18  at  7  p.m.  in  the  Hart 
House  Debates  Room,  will  feature 
six  panelists  including  George  Rot- 
er,  president,  CEO,  and  co-founder 
of  Engineers  without  Borders;  Joan 
Simalchik,  U  of  T  professor  of  Im- 
migrant and  Refugee  Women;  Ben 
Peterson,  president  and  co-founder 
of  Journalists  for  Human  Rights; 
Dr.  Dieter  Misgeld,  human  rights 
researcher  and  coordinator  of  the 
OISE  Office  for  Public  Education; 
and  Dr.  David  Zakus;  director  for 
the  U  of  T  Centre  for  International 
Health. 

The  forum  will  focus  around  the 
resolution  that  "NGOs  should  pur- 
sue humanitarian  efforts  regardless 
of  whether  they  impinge  on  state 
sovereignty"  and  will  allow  for  mod- 
erated discussion  both  between 
panelists  and  between  the  audience 


and  panelists.  The  moderator  will 
be  Dr.  Louis  W.  Pauly,  professor  of 
Political  Science  and  director  of 
the  U  of  T  Centre  for  International 
Studies. 

The  idea  for  the  forum  came 
from  Music  Committee  Program 
Advisor  Zoe  Dille  but  evolved  as  it 
emerged.  The  forum  now  revolves 
around  four  main  concerns:  the 
well-being  of  war-affected  individu- 
als-particuarly  youth-effective  hu- 
manitarian aid,  music  as  a  means  of 
global  interconnectedness,  and  the 
role  of  youth  in  bettering  society. 
War  Child  @  U  of  T  hopes  that  the 
forum  will  draw  in  students  from 
various  disciplines-music,  visual 
arts,  political  science,  peace  and 
conflict  studies,  international  rela- 
tions, medicine,  and  education-and 
establish  the  idea  that  people  share 
common  interests.  War  Child  @  U  of 
T  Co-President  Victoria  Long  said, 
"At  the  end  of  the  day,  respective 
disciplines  aren't  the  primary  con- 
cern-the  commonality  rests  in  our 
real  concern  for  those  in  need,  and 
we  have  to  listen  to  each  other  to 
know  how  we  can  best  address  that 
concern."  Alice  Tien,  War  Child  @  U 
of  T's  other  Co-President,  wants  the 
forum  to  cultivate  "opinion  clashes" 


through  scholarly  disputation  and 
to  bring  some  youth  out  of  their 
apathy  towards  global  issues. 

Sol  Guy,  founding  member  of  hip 
hop  group  Rascalz  and  War  Child 
Canada  ambassador,  will  be  an- 
other of  the  forum's  six  panellists. 
Long  credited  Guy  as  a  "prominent, 
creative  artist,  and  an  intelligent, 
socially-conscious  musician"  and  "a 
powerful  speaker"  with  a  "hands-on 
grasp  of  issues  due  to  his  travels." 
Those  travels  included  a  trip  to 
Sierra  Leone  for  the  documen- 
tary "Musicians  in  the  War  Zone"  by 
MuchMusic  and  War  Child  Canada. 
Furthermore,  Long  believes  Guy 
"exemplifies  the  idea  that  address- 
ing these  topics  is  not  exclusively  a 
job  for  academics.  Artists,  students, 
individuals,  communities... are  all 
able  to  tackle  the  issues  in  [their] 
own  ways."  By  using  a  musician  to 
interest  and  engage  people  in  global 
issues,  War  Child  @  U  of  T  is  paral- 
leling War  Child  Canada,  which  uses 
the  music  industry  to  connect  to 
youth. 

War  Child  @  U  of  T  was  officially 
recognized  as  a  campus  group  on 
Oct.  6  of  the  currenf  school  year, 
and  the  executive  was  formed  in 
September. 


Conflict:  all  is  not  quiet  in  the 
world  today 


byFEONCHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Remembrance  Day,  formally  called 
Veterans  Day  and  Armistice  Day, 
commemorates  all  those  who  have 
fought,  fallen  and  endured  in  World 
War  I,  which  officially  ended  at  11 
a.m.  on  Nov.  11,  1918.  85  years  have 
passed  since  the  First  World  War 
ended  and  the  world  is  still  very 
much  consumed  in  conflicts.  Here 
is  a  brief  look  at  the  various  con- 
flicts around  the  world. 

Iraq 

The  total  number  of  U.S.  soldiers 
killed  in  Iraq  since  May  1,  when  the 
war  there  officially  ended,  has  risen 
to  240,  not  to  mention  the  countless 
Iraqi  casualties.  On  Nov.  7,  2003, 
President  Bush  outlined  a  new  di- 
rection for  U.S.  foreign  policy,  which 
emphasizes  promoting  democracy 
in  repressive  regimes  such  as  Syria, 
Jordan,  Egypt  and  Saudi  Arabia. 
President  Bush  is  quoted  as  saying, 
"The  Middle  East  region  will  either 
become  a  place  of  progress  and 
peace,  or  it  will  remain  a  source  of 
violence  and  terror." 

China 

It  has  been  a  year  since  the  'Stain- 
less Steel  Mouse'  was  put  in  jail  by 
Chinese  authorities.  Nov.  7,  2003 
marked  the  one-year  anniversary  of 
the  arrest.  'Stainless  Steel  Mouse',  a 
nickname  that  belongs  to  a  23-year 
old  Chinese  university  student,  has 
become  the  hero  for  free  speech  in 
China.  Her  real  name  is  Liu  Di  and 
she  writes  satiric  commentaries  on 
the  Internet  that  criticize  China's 
Communist  government.  Her  popu- 
larity in  cyber  space  did  not  sit  well 
with  government  officials  and  led  to 
her  arrest  a  year  ago.  The  incident 


drew  international  attention  from 
Non-governmental  organizations 
such  as  Human  Rights  Watch,  Am- 
nesty Internal  as  well  as  the  press. 

Sri  Lanlca 

In  a  swift  move — and  without  the 
approval  of  her  counterpart.  Prime 
Minister  Ranil  Wickremesinghe-Sri 
Lanka's  President  Chandrika  Ku- 
maratunga  suspended  parliament, 
fired  three  cabinet  ministers,  de- 
clared a  state  of  emergency  and 
ordered  media  censorship.  Sri 
Lanka's  Stock  Exchange  plummeted 
to  a  record  low  last  week,  which 
caused  public  instability.  Civilians 
lined  up  for  gas  and  food.  Prime 
Minister  Wickremesinghe  was  vis- 
iting Washington  when  President 
Kumaratunga  made  the  bold  move. 
After  returning  home.  Prime  Min- 
ister Wickremesinghe  vowed  that 
everything  would  be  brought  under 
control. 

Palestine 

74 -year  old  Yasser  Arafat  is 
still  unable  to  get  his  government 
together.  In  a  power  struggle  with 
Prime  Minister  Ahmed  Qureia,  both 
leaders  failed  to  come  to  an  agree- 
ment over  who  should  have  control 
over  security  power.  Former  Prime 
Minister  Mahmoud  Abbas  faced 
a  similar  disagreement  with  Ara- 
fat earlier  this  year  and  resigned 
shortly  after.  The  dispute  is  an 
obstacle  to  the  renewed  peace  talks 
between  Arafat  and  Ariel  Sharon, 
the  Israeli  prime  minister. 

Zimbabwe 

Zimbabweans  are  fleeing  their 
homes  in  hopes  of  finding  a  less 
gloomy  future.  Plagued  by  political 
chaos,  violence,  hunger  and  other 


societal  crises,  millions  have  be- 
come desperate.  Things  have  not 
improved  since  the  re-election  of 
President  Robert  Mugabe  last  year, 
as  the  last  election  was  tainted 
by  violence  and  intimidation. 
However,  talks  between  President 
Mugabe  and  his  opponents  are  in 
progress  in  an  attempt  to  prevent 
any  further  deterioration  of  the 
country.  Discussions  are  aimed  at 
the  possibility  of  a  dual  party  gov- 
ernment. 

Philippines 

A  former  aviation  chief  and  an- 
other man  took  control  of  one  of 
the  busiest  airports  in  Manila  on 
Nov.  8.  The  two  men,  armed  with 
explosives  and  guns,  barricaded 
themselves  inside  the  control 
tower  of  the  airport.  The  incident 
was  seen  as  a  protest  against  the 
opposition  party's  attempt  to 
impeach  the  Philippines  Supreme 
Court  Chief  Justice  Hilario  Davide. 
With  the  election  scheduled  to  take 
place  in  May,  this  incident  further 
heightens  the  tension  in  the  coun- 
try. 

Afghanistan 

Afghanistan  drafted  a  new  con- 
stitution last  week,  which  would 
make  the  country  a  democratic 
Islamic  state.  The  new  constitution 
is  similar  to  the  U.S.  constitution. 
The  president  must  be  a  Muslim,  be 
born  of  Afghan  parents  and  is  limit- 
ed to  two  five-year  terms.  The  draft 
has  yet  to  be  approved  but  it  marks 
a  monumental  change  in  ideology 
in  Afghanistan.  However,  many  citi- 
zens are  skeptical  about  the  new 
constitution  and  many  Afghans  are 
struggling  to  survive.  Many  are  dy- 
ing of  hunger  and  many  cannot  find 
jobs  to  support  families. 
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Homophobia  haunts  Scarborough 


by  SARAH  BARMAK 

VARSITY  STAFF 


An  internet  discussion  board  oper- 
ated by  the  Scarborough  Campus 
Student  Union  (SCSU)  was  for  nine 
days  the  host  of  a  discriminatory 
attack  that  caught  UTSC's  queer 
community  off  guard. 

The  discussion  thread  that 
started  on  Oct.  12  and  was  shut 
down  more  than  a  week  ago  be- 
gan when  someone  under  the 
nickname  "Jesse  Dirkhising" 
complained  there  was  too  much 
."promotion  of  gay  rights"  on  the 
campus.  He  referred  to  the  small 
black-and-white  posters  outside 
the  SCSU  office  which  depict 
same-sex  couples  embracing  each 
other. 

The  writer  claimed  that  homo- 
sexuality was  being  "shoved  down 
his  throat"  and  that  one  group, 
namely  gays,  lesbians,  bisexu- 
als,  transgendered,  and  queers, 
were  being  elevated  above  other 
groups  at  the  university.  His  argu- 
ment centered  on  the  idea  that  his 
free  speech  was  being  quashed  by 
the  wave  of  preferential  treatment 
of  gays  and  "reverse  discrimina- 
tion." As  one  of  his  remarks  went, 
"why  don't  YOU  try  being  a  white 
man  in  today's  society,  where 
you're  blamed  by  society  for  all 
its  problems,  where  you  can't  get 
a  job,  even  though  you're  more 
qualified  because  it  wouldn't  fulfill 
a  certain  quota,  etc." 

The  offensiveness  of  the  re- 
marks being  made  led  anxious 
members  of  UTSC's  LGBTQ  and 
other  students  to  post  to  the 
thread,  attempting  to  explain  eq- 
uity concepts  as  quickly  as  they 


could  while  trying  to  moderate 
between  angry  LGBTQ  students 
and  those  complaining  about  the 
Positive  Space  campaign. 

At  one  point,  the  person  who 
made  the  original  comments  cut 
and  pasted  a  3,700  word,  graphic 
news  report  about  a  13-year-old 
boy  who  died  tragically  in  the 
custody  of  an  adult  gay  couple 
in  the  United  States.  The  article 
used  language  which  treated  the 
homosexuality  of  the  two  men 
as  going  hand-in-hand  with  the 
statutory  rape  and  murder  of  the 
child.  The  name  of  the  boy  was 
Jesse  Dirkhising. 

Many  students  complained 
about  the  hurtful  remarks  on  the 
forum,  and  it  was  cut  off  on  Oct. 
21  (i.e.  no  one  else  could  post  to 
it).  SCSU  President  Dan  Bandurka 
posted  a  statement  explaining  that 
the  thread  was  offensive,  and  that 
comments  made  did  not  represent 
the  views  of  the  student  union. 

The  matter  of  whether  to  de- 
lete the  thread  completely  was 
brought  up  the  next  day  at  an 
SCSU  Board  of  Directors  meeting, 
as  per  requests  made  by  students. 
But  the  board  voted  the  site  stay 
up,  with  the  justification  that  "the 
discussion  generated  within  the 
gay  rights  thread  could  be  used  as 
an  important  educational  tool  to 
raise  awareness  and  understand- 
ing." As  SAC  staff  Scott  Tremblay 
explained,  there  was  not  enough 
time  left  in  the  meeting  to  give  the 
matter  their  full  attention,  and  the 
decision  was  made  to  keep  it  up 
in  order  that  no  one's  free  speech 
would  be  infringed  on. 

Students,  however,  complained 
about  the  fact  that  the  site  was 


still  there,  since  for  them  its  ex- 
istence amounted  to  harassment. 
The  Standing  Committee  on  Stu- 
dents and  Equity  recommended 
that  the  thread  be  removed  and  an 
apology  be  made,  and  the  Board 
of  Directors  held  an  emergency 
meeting  in  which  they  rescinded 
their  decision  to  keep  the  thread 
up.  The  thread  was  deleted,  and  a 
message  was  put  up  in  its  stead  by 
SCSU's  VP  Students  Anjali  Mohan 
explaining  the  action. 

The  forum  was  offensive  to  be- 
gin with,  she  states,  because  of  its 
"Gay  Rights"  title.  The  term  is  in- 
appropriate because  it  means  that 
whether  LGBTQ  people  should 
have  rights  is  still  up  for  debate. 
She  also  gave  the  reason  that 
"SCSU  relied  on  LGBTQ  voices  to 
educate  the  UTSC  community  in- 
stead of  handling  that  ourselves; 
in  doing  so,  we  neglected  to  think 
of  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum 
and  the  individual  answering 
these  questions.  In  the  attempt 
to  aid  in  educating  we  ended  up 
requiring  many  individuals  from 
the  LGBTQ  community  to  validate 
their  existence,  clearly  moving 
away  from  our  initial  goals." 

One  of  the  problems  that  made 
the  thread  possible  was  the  fact 
that  no  moderator  existed  for  the 
site,  so  there  was  no  control  of 
what  could  be  posted,  and  no  one 
to  resolve  issues  and  intervene  for 
students  who  could  be  injured  by 
remarks  that  may  be  made.  Stu- 
dent Affairs  had  recommended 
that  a  set  of  policies  and  proce- 
dures be  put  in  place  for  mod- 
eration if  the  SCSU  was  to  pursue 
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Racial  profiling  seminar  an 
eye  opener  for  students 


by  NAOMI  FANCE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


At  a  busy  time  of  year  in  the  school 
calendar,  a  sizeable  crowd  took 
time  out  of  their  studies  on  Thurs- 
day to  attend  the  Racial  Profiling 
workshop  hosted  by  the  Black 
Students'  Association  and  Muslim 
Students'  Association.  The  event 
was  part  of  the  Student's  Adminis- 
trative Council's  (SAC)  Expression 
Against  Opression  series. 

Ever  since  the  Toronto  Star's  ex- 
pose on  the  topic,  racial  profiling 
has  been  hot  in  this  city.  Associ- 
ate professor  Scot  Wortley  from  U 
of  T  criminology  spoke  first  about 
his  research  work  to  answer  the 
question  of  whether  racial  profil- 
ing exists. 

Wortley  shared  some  interest- 
ing facts.  He  found  that  black  men 
with  higher  incomes  were  more 
likely  to  be  stopped  by  police 
than  those  with  lower  incomes. 
In  a  study  on  Toronto  higti  school 
youth  victimization  he  found  that 
black  students  were  more  likely  to 
be  stopped  on  two  or  more  occa- 
sions and  were  more  likely  to  get 
searched  and  charged  than  white 
students.  "If  [you  are]  black,  your 
chances  of  getting  caught  and  la- 
beled are  much  higher... it  impacts 
how  these  youths  perceive  Cana- 
dian society." 

He  spoke  about  the  reluctance  of 
the  police  to  confront  these  issues. 
Following  Sept.  11,  when  this  topic 
became  increasingly  pertinent 
and  sensitive,  Wortley  saw  that 


it  became  harder  to  conduct  his 
research.  "Funding  opportunities 
have  been  blocked.  Now  that  it's  a 
big  issue,  obstacles  have  been  put 
up"  revealed  Wortley.  In  the  United 
Kingdom,  data  is  taken  on  the  race 
of  those  who  are  stopped  by  the 
police  for  things  like  speeding.  A 
study  there  has  shown  that  black 
people  were  eight  times  more  likely 
to  be  stopped  than  whites.  In  Can- 
ada, this  kind  of  data  collection  is 
not  done.  Kingston,  Ont.  is  a  recent 
exception  to  the  policy.  "It's  a  posi- 
tive move  that's  being  made,"  said 
Wortley  in  reference  to  Kingston. 
"It  has  angered  the  Toronto  police 
force... we'll  see  how  this  drama  de- 
velops over  the  next  few  years." 

Riad  Saloojee,  the  next  speaker 
in  the  evening,  was  adamant  in  his 
view  that  racial  profiling  is  inef- 
fective. "I've  never  seen  any  study 
that  shows  profiling  works,"  he 
said.  Riad  is  a  lawyer  and  executive 
director  for  CAIR-CAN,  a  national 
Islamic  grassroots  organization 
working  for  anti-discrimination 
and  political  advocacy.  Riad 
brought  an  activist  view  to  the 
subject  of  racial  profiling  and  high- 
lighted the  fact  that  the  attention 
of  police  has  been  turned  toward 
the  Muslim  community  in  the  past 
two  years. 

He  spoke  of  the  unprecedented 
hate  activity  that  had  been  perpe- 
trated upon  Canadian  Muslims  af- 
ter Sept.  11  and  the  climate  of  fear 
that  anti-terrorism  legislation  has 
created.  "The  feeling  among  Cana- 
dian Muslims  is  that  you  can  easily 


be  smeared  as  a  terrorist  and  the 

consequences  are  far  reaching  and 
severe." 

Riad  is  concerned  about  the 
public  acceptance  of  racial  profil- 
ing. "A  lot  of  the  academics  don't 
even  produce  a  reason  why  there 
needs  to  be  racial  profiling,  it's 
just  deemed  rational,"  he  said.  He 
gave  some  examples  of  recent  com- 
plaints to  his  organization  about 
police  and  security  guards  harass- 
ing innocent  people. 

Riad  stated  that  since  many  im- 
migrants come  from  places  with 
an  unreliable  police  force,  "people 
find  it  difficult  to  come  forward  and 
complain,  especially  about  law 
enforcement."  This  was  echoed 
by  the  next  speaker.  Communica- 
tions Director  for  the  Canadian 
Race  Relations  Foundation  Patrick 
G.  Hunter,  who  said  "I've  heard  of 
people  getting  harassed  for  lodg- 
ing a  complaint.  They  know  where 
you  live.  There  is  a  sense  of  fear  in 
the  black  community." 

It  would  have  been  interesting 
to  hear  the  police  point  of  view  on 
the  issues  raised  during  the  work- 
shop, but  they  had  declined  an 
invitation  to  attend.  Some  thought 
their  absence  said  more  than  they 
bargained  for.  "The  reason  the  po- 
lice won't  speak  and  acknowledge 
racial  profiling  is  that  they  will 
have  to  set  a  standard  for  policy. 
They  don't  want  this  because  it  is 
more  work  for  them,"  suggested 
Brett  Cumberbatch  from  the  Black 
Students'  Association  in  his  closing 
statements. 


UTSC»  Continued  from  page  5 

forum-style  discussion,  but  the 
SCSU  opted  against  moderation  in 
the  interests  of  free  expression. 

The  lack  of  education  about 
equity  policy  was  most  evident 
in  some  remarks  by  Humanities 
Representative  Jeff  Rybak,  in 
which  he  encouraged  a  student 
who  asked  if  he  could  start  a  club 
that  was  anti-gay,  to  "consider  all 
the  options  allowed  by  Student  Af- 
fairs," and  that  a  club  which  hap- 
pened to  have  an  anti-gay  stance 
among  its  other  attributes  might 
not  be  against  the  rules. 

Another  thread  has  since  begun 
responding  to  Mohan's  statement. 
The  SCSU  is  currently  drafting  a 
set  of  policies  for  moderation  of 
their  internet  forums. 


CAMPUS  EVENTS 


The  BaUad  of  PhU  Ochs 

APUS  &  ASSU  present  a  riveting  one-man  folk 
musical  set  against  the  backdrop  of  the  political 
and  social  unrest  of  the  1960s.  Wed  Nov  12. 2003. 
7:30  p.m.  Arbor  Room,  Hart  House.  Free.  Call 
416-978-3993. 

Free  Large-sereen  Video  Showing! 

Weapons  in  Space:  Who  Wants  Them  and  Why? 
Two  30-minute  videos  to  be  followed  by 
discussion  of  Canada's  role  facilitated  by  a 
member  of  People  Against  Weapons  in  Space. 
Wed.,  Nov.  19, 7  -  9  pm.  Room  179,  University 
College.  Call  416-978-3606. 

University  of  Toronto  Celtic  Society 

An  evening  of  traditional  arts  for  the  Christmas 
Season,  featuring  the  music  of  Loretto  Reid. 


Brian  Taheny  and  Leon  Taheny.  storytelling  by 
David  A.  Wilson,  and  fine  craftswork  for  sale  by 
some  of  Toronto's  leading  Celtic  artisans.  Fri 
Nov  21.  7  p.m..  81  St.  Mary  Street.  Upper  Brennan 
Hall.  St.  Michael's  College.  Tickets  $10  at  door.  $8 
for  students  and  seniors.  Call  416-926-7145. 

Careers  for  Researchers:  Academia  or 
Industry? 

A  Cardiovascular  Sciences  Collaborative  Program 
Debate  Night.  Thurs.  Nov  20. 2003. 5-7  p.m. 
FitzGerald  Bldg..  150  College  Street.  Room  103 
U  of  T  Professor  Avrum  I.  Gotlieb  debates  Dr. 
Alexander  J.  Lang  of  Biovail  Pharmaceuticals 
Canada.  Refreshments  Provided 

Free  euenis  lislings  for  campus  ei>er>ls  EmaH 
edilor^thevarsityxa 


news@tlievar$ity.ca 


THE  HIGHEST 


ARC  opens  at  Scarborough  campus 


bvDAYMABOYER 


After  months  of  anxious  waiting,  the 
Academic  Resource  Center  (ARC) 
has  arrived  at  the  U  of  T  Scarborough 
Campus.  The  official  opening  was  Nov. 
5,  followed  by  the  3P'  annual  Watts  lec- 
ture featuring  accredited  journalist  Joe 
Schlesinger. 

U  of  T  President  Robert  Birgeneau 
commented  that  "great  universities 
inspire  the  imagination  and  stimulate 
the  mind,"  and  as  such  the  newest  addi- 
tion to  UTSC  in  20  years  has  revitalized 
the  UTSC  spirit  and  motivated  in  its 
students  to  last,  if  not  for  the  rest  of  the 
year,  at  least  until  exam  time. 

One  of  the  many  presenters  of  the 
evening,  UTSC  Vice  President  John  H. 
Youson,  called  the  copper- covered 
building  "a  shiny  new  penny."  The  new 
addition  was  completed  15  per  cent 
under  budget  and  holds  one  of  the 
first  digital  libraries  in  Ccinada,  along 


with  countless  study  areas.  The  ARC 
also  contciins  a  writing  centre,  career 
centre,  and  a  500-seat  lecture  hall.  The 
writing  centre  is  already  filling  up  fast 
with  students  in  need  of  literary  assis- 
tance, and  helpful  seminars  have  been 
re-established  at  the  career  centre. 

SCSU  President  Dan  Bandurka  com- 
mented that  "as  students  we  can't  be 
anything  but  excited."  After  patiently 
putting  up  with  classes  in  the  gym, 
blaring  fire  alarms,  faulty  lighting,  and 
the  absence  of  a  much-needed  library, 
students  and  faculty  are  thrilled  to 
have  a  clean,  bright  space  to  work  cind 
study  in. 

Architect  Brian  MacKay-Lyons 
worked  hard  perfecting  this  building 
to  the  needs  of  the  students.  As  he 
put  it,  he  "designed  this  building  with 
the  people  who  are  going  to  be  using 
it  [in  mind]."  Eventually  the  outside 
copper  will  turn  a  greenish  colour  from 
exposure  to  oxygen,  which  he  believes 


will  compliment  the  rest  of  UTSC  nicely, 
and  the  inside  uses  concrete,  cherry 
wood,  and  steel  to  highlight  the  rest  of 
the  campus's  modern  concrete  style. 

In  addition  to  the  career  and  writ- 
ing centres,  there  is  an  enormous 
500-seat  theater  that  can  be  used  for 
performances  or  academic  lectures. 
This  unique  hall  is  the  biggest  one  in 
Scarborough.  Its  acoustics  were  dem- 
onstrated during  the  official  opening, 
when  a  male-female  operatic  duo  took 
to  the  stage  and  performed  cilongside  a 
piano  accompaninent  without  a  single 
microphone. 

Ebccitement  was  all  any  of  the 
presenters  could  talk  about.  Ontario 
Minister  of  Trciining,  Colleges,  cind  Uni- 
versities and  Scarborough's  MPP  Mary 
Anne  Chambers  exclaimed  "There  is  so 
much  happening  on  this  campus  and 
it's  really  really  exciting!  The  ARC  is  not 
only  amazing  to  look  at,  it's  an  amazing 
achievement." 


Preston  &  Me 

Searching/or  UofTs  most  elusive  resident 


byJESSICAHOLLOWAY 


Preston  Manning  is  a  name  that  is  well 
known  by  most  people  who  follow 
Canadian  politics.  He  is  admired  by 
many  and  is  equally  disliked  by  oth- 
ers; however,  no  one  can  refute  the 
fact  that  he  has  achieved  much  in  his 
lifetime.  At  the  top  of  his  rather  long 
list  of  accomplishments,  his  role  as 
one  of  the  principle  founders  of  the 
Reform  Party  of  Canada  in  1987  is 
what  he  is  best  known  for.  His  pro-life 
beliefs  and  controversial  immigration 
policies  have  garnered  much  atten- 
tion as  well.  He  served  as  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Commons  for  nearly 
a  decade,  and  is  currently  serving 
as  a  "Distinguished  Visitor"  at  U  of  T 
and  the  University  of  Calgary.  He  has 
recently  written  a  book  about  his  po- 
litical and  parliamentary  experiences 
entitled.  Think  Big!  My  Adventures  in  Life 
and  Democracy.  But  now  that  his  pub- 
lic political  career  is  winding  down,  he 
has  been  faced  with  a  new  and  differ- 
ent type  of  challenge;  living  with  1,200 
university  students. 

Manning  is  currently  living  in  the 
former  Colony  Hotel  which  U  of  T 


bought  in  order  to  accommodate  the 
increased  enrollment  associated  with 
the  double  cohort. 

Usually  he  is  seen  briefly  as  he 
quickly  moves  from  the  lobby  to  the 
elevators.  In  order  to  actually  contact 
Preston  1  had  to  turn  to  the  front  desk 
for  assistance,  because  obviously 
they  wouldn't  tell  me  the  room  where 
his  apartment  is  located,  in  case  1 
wanted  to  tell  some  rebellious  left 
wing  students  where  they  could  ha- 
rass a  right  wing  politician.  However, 
they  did  connect  me  to  his  room  by 
telephone  from  the  front  desk.  After  1 
left  a  polite  message  on  his  machine  1 
told  myself  1  was  probably  never  going 
to  hear  from  him.  1  decided  if  1  were 
ever  to  actually  have  the  opportunity 
to  talk  to  Manning  that  I  would  have  to 
take  matters  into  my  own  hands. 

1  thought  I  could  search  for  his 
room,  perhaps  it  will  say  PRESTON  on 
a  big  yellow  star  stuck  to  his  door  like 
how  all  of  the  student  occupants  have 
their  names  exposed.  Sadly,  this  plan 
failed  miserably  and  1  am  still  waiting 
to  hear  back  from  him. 

My  roommate  is  one  of  the  few 
people  who  has  actually  had  the 


opportunity  to  talk  to  Preston.  They 
were  on  the  elevator  one  day  and 
she  described  the  experience  as 
"eighteen  floors  of  awkward  silence." 
She  said  it  was  strange  because  she 
knows  about  him  to  a  large  extent, 
but  he  had  no  idea  who  she  was.  "It 
was  difficult  to  tell  whether  or  not  we 
are  on  a  first  name  basis.  Should  1  call 
him  Preston  or  Mr.  Manning?"  Many 
students  have  spotted  him,  includ- 
ing myself;  however,  I  have  met  very 
few  who  have  spoken  to  him.  Like  a 
phantom,  he  appears  out  of  nowhere, 
spotted  by  turning  heads,  to  be  disap- 
pearing just  as  quickly  into  a  car  or  an 
elevator. 

My  quest  to  reach  Preston  contin- 
ues, like  a  love  stricken  teen  waiting 
anxiously  for  their  crush  to  call,  I  wait 
by  the  phone  for  Preston,  if  not  for 
the  article,  than  for  curiosity's  sake.  If 
I  do  ever  see  him  I  would  like  to  know 
how  he  liked  the  fire  alarms  sporadi- 
cally going  off  for  the  first  month  and 
a  half,  or  when  the  elevators  act  up, 
resulting  in  us  walking  down  seem- 
ingly endless  flights  of  stairs.  I  want 
to  know  what  he  thinks  of  U  of  T  and 
if  he  likes  living  in  the  hotel.  It  would 
also  be  interesting  to  see  where  he 
lives  and  how  much  nicer  it  is  than 
my  room.  However,  unfortunately 
for  me,  all  these  questions  and  more 
will  have  to  wait  until  the  fateful  day 
when  the  phantom  and  1  meet  in  one 
of  Chestnut's  elevators. 


School's  out 


KARA  DILLON 

Grade  9  students  from  Greenwood  College  School  visited  the  Varsity  last  week  to  see  what  lies 
ahead  for  them  in  a  couple  of  years. 


'  Provide  coaching  &  mentoring  for 
doctoral  disertation,  master's  thesis,  etc. 

'  Provide  assistance  in  application  to 
graduate  school,  employment,  etc. 

portalcomm@aol.com 
(514}  989-8880 


Is  Elective  Abortion 
an  Immoral  Act? 

A  Debate 

Steve  Wagner,  Stand  to  Reason 

and 


Prof.  Wayne  Sumner, 


University  of  Toronto 


When:    Friday,  November  14*^ 
1:00pm 

Where:  J.J.R.  Mcleod  Auditorium 

(Medical  Science  Building,  Room  2158) 

FneAilmlsslonl 


This  is  an  event  by 
University  of  Toronto  Students  for  Life. 

http://sfl.sa.utoronto.ca  students.foriife@utoronto.ca 


Investment  Club 


SPEAKER  SERIES 

featuring 

Brock  D.  Cober 

Investment  Representative 
CareVest  Capital  Inc. 

"Diversifying  your  Portfolio 
(RRSP  and  otherwise) 
through  Real  Estate" 

Wednesday,  November  1 2 
6:00  pm 

East  Common  Room,  Hart  House 

Light  Refreshments  will  he  served 
Check  out  our  website  ai  http:  lihic.sa.utoronto.ca 
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Halt  House  University  of  Torcnco 
wAvw.harlhouse.utoronto.ca 
416-978-2452 
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Opinion 


Analysis 


opinions@thevarsity.ca 


ANTON ZAPLAKHOV 


Remembering  is  not  enough 


Looking  around  at  all  the  wreaths 
and  poppies,  the  monuments,  the 
sombre  faces  of  veterans  as  they 
make  their  way  back  home  after 
today's  ceremonies,  it  is  still  dif- 
ficult to  comprehend  the  sheer 
magnitude  of  the  wars  November 
11th  commemorates. 

If  the  entire  population  of  pres- 
ent-day Canada  were  wiped  out, 
it  would  amount  to  a  little  over 
half  of  the  50  million  who  died  in 
World  War  11.  Millions  more  died 
in  World  War  1,  and  millions  upon 
millions  more  in  armed  conflicts 
since  World  War  11. 

Yet  they  are  more  than  just 
numbers  or  names  on  a  list.  This 
was  no  abstract  war  on  the  night- 
ly news,  the  way  war  is  for  most 
North  Americans  these  days. 
World  War  11  was  in  your  face. 

It  takes  little  more  than  a  glance 
at  the  pages  of  the  Varsity  from 
World  War  I  to  understand  that 
life  at  U  of  T  was  very  different 
during  that  war.  The  front  page  is 
full  of  stories  of  U  of  T  students 
killed  in  action  in  Europe.  And 
everywhere  there  are  advertise- 
ments for  military  uniforms. 

Each  of  the  names  on  the  front 
cover  of  today's  issue  was  a  stu- 
dent here  who  wanted  nothing 
more  than  to  finish  studies,  start 
a  family,  live  out  life  in  peace;  and 
who  never  got  the  chance  to  do 
any  of  those  things.  When  it  re- 
ally sinks  in,  you  can't  help  but  be 
overcome  by  sorrow. 

It  is  our  duty  as  citizens  of 
this  country  to  remember  what 
these  men  and  women  gave  up, 
and  to  observe  this  day  with  due 
respect.  It  is  unforgivable  how 
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often  this  reflection  is  ignored 
while  business,  classes,  televi- 
sion, and  whatever  else  goes  on 
as  usual.  Thousands  died  for  our 
freedom.  The  least  we  can  give 
them  is  a  single  minute  of  silent 
reflection. 


Until  citizens  of  each 
nation  are  willing 
to  entertain  the 
possibility  that  they 
could  be  wrong, 
future  wars  will 
erupt  with  the  same 
sickening  regularity 
as  they  did  in  the  20th 
century. 


The  greatest  tragedy  in  the  his- 
tory of  warfare  is  that  even  after 
the  brutality  of  the  world  wars, 
we  still  go  on  killing  each  other. 
The  global  arms  trade  is  flourish- 
ing, and  members  of  the  U.S.  gov- 
ernment are  even  talking  about 
bringing  back  the  draft. 

Perhaps  we  can  use  this  day  to 
remember  the  countless  victims 
who've  died  in  other  conflicts, 
terrorist  attacks,  and  fully  blown 
wars  all  over  the  world  since  the 
end  of  World  War  II  in  1945. 

Besides,  it's  not  enough  to  sim- 
ply remember.  We  owe  it  to  the 


victims  of  war  to  try  to  prevent 
future  conflicts  as  well;  otherwise 
their  sacrifice  is  meaningless. 

Part  of  the  madness  of  war 
is  that  every  party  to  violence 
claims  to  be  in  the  right.  Occu- 
pying armies  always  call  them- 
selves liberators,  just  as  the  Nazi 
forces  did  when  they  rolled  into 
Poland. 

Until  citizens  of  each  nation 
are  willing  to  entertain  the  pos- 
sibility that  they  could  be  wrong, 
future  wars  will  erupt  with  the 
same  sickening  regularity  as  they 
did  in  the  20th  century. 

We  should  not  exempt  Canada 
and  its  allies  from  this  sort  of 
scrutiny.  Few  would  argue  that  we 
should  not  have  joined  the  fight 
against  fascism  in  World  War  II, 
but  we  have  not  been  blameless 
in  every  conflict,  nor  are  we  likely 
to  be  in  the  future. 

Let  us  remember  today  the 
victims  of  war  and  recognize  how 
fortunate  we  are  to  live  in  a  coun- 
try free  from  its  ravages.  Many 
have  lamented  that  Remembrance 
Day  no  longer  gets  the  respect  it 
deserves  (it's  hard  to  even  find  a 
poppy  to  wear  these  days). 

We  fear  something  worse. 

When  we're  just  going  through 
the  motions — when  Remem- 
brance Day  no  longer  motivates 
us  to  seek  solutions,  beyond 
greater  firepower,  then  it  will  be 
truly  dead.  It  is  our  responsibil- 
ity to  make  sure  that  doesn't 
happen.  By  the  time  you  read 
this,  most  Remembrance  Day 
ceremonies  will  be  long  over,  but 
that  doesn't  mean  we  should  stop 
thinking  about  it. 


LETTERS 


More  Shwarma 
Less  Sharon 

Re:  Hillel  aims  for  the  heart  by 
going  after  the  stomach,  (Nov.  3) 

Although  the  slogan  "More  Humus, 
Less  Hamas"  is  no  doubt  witty, 
Hillel's  goal  of  promoting  peace  and 
understanding  between  Jews  and 
Muslims  is  unfortunately  marked 
with  bias.  It  is  without  question  that 
Hamas'  suicide  missions  have  been  a 
major  obstacle  to  peace  in  the  region. 
However,  to  blame  only  Palestinian 
extremists  for  the  entire  region's 
"warfare,  bloodshed,  and  terror" —  as 
suggested  by  Hillel's  campaign — is 
completely  hypocritical. 

If  Hillel  were  really  keen  on  "foster- 
ing relationships"  and  "promoting 
peace"  among  both  sides,  it  would  be 
equally  assertive  in  criticizing  Israel's 
extremists,  whose  denial  of  Palestin- 
ian rights  have  plagued  relations  for 
years. 

This  is  the  biggest  shame  when 
discussing  the  Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict — both  sides  tend  to  overlook 
their  own  extremists  while  lambast- 
ing others.  If  we  are  concerned  with 
justice  and  international  law,  we  must 
be  equally  critical  of  the  occupation 
as  we  are  with  suicide  bombings.  If 
we're  interested  in  peace,  we  should 
be  honest  and  fair:  the  world  would 
be  a  better  place  with  less  Hamas  and 
less  Sharon. 

Aasim  Hasany 


Commendations 
for  cannabis 

Re:  From  cannabis  to  carbure- 
tor, (Oct.  30) 

1  have  zero  tolerance  for  canna- 
bis (marijuana)  prohibitionists 
and  their  terrorizing  ignorance, 
and  was  pleased  to  read  From 
cannabis  to  carburetor  1  have  a 
picture  of  Henry  Ford  hitting  his 
hemp  car  with  a  sledgehammer  to 
demonstrate  its  resiliency,  which 
could  have  been  produced  since 
the  1930's,  except  for  the  govern- 
ment's ignorance.  Government's 
war  on  cannabis  is  worse  than 
ludicrous,  it's  Luciferous. 

North  America  needs  credible 
drug  law  reform,  now,  and  at  the 
very  minimum,  that  means  gov- 
ernment and  their  police  should 
focus  on  real  honest  crime,  in- 
stead of  real  honest  farmers. 

Stan  White 

Dillon,  Colorado 


Hooray  for 
hemp 

Re:  From  cannabis  to  carbure- 
tor, (Oct.  30) 

Fascinating  perspective,  fascinat- 
ing article.  Unfortunately,  that's 
not  the  direction  of  the  current 
USA  administration.  Unfortunate- 
ly, the  hemp  plant  also  produces 
(oops)  marijuana. 

Medical  marijuana,  which  of- 
fers unique  benefits  in  countless 
medical  conditions,  can  be  grown 
anywhere  by  anyone  at  little  cost, 
and  is  non-patentable,  scares  the 
living  daylights  out  of  Big  Pharma. 

Did  1  hear  that  Mr.  Bush  re- 
ceived in  2000  some  500,000  dol- 
lars (US)  from  the  pharmaceutical 
industry?  And  hemp  and  cellulose 
scare  many  more  big  industries: 
textiles,  paper,  oil,  and  chemicals. 

1  wonder  how  much  Mr.  Bush 
got  and/or  is  getting  as  electoral 
funds  from  which  other  sources? 

1  hope  Canada  resists  the  cur- 
rent pressure  from  south  of  the 
border  about  the  legislation  on 
marijuana  (read  hemp).  Italy  is 
further  away,  but  far  from  away 
enough. 

Giovanni  Borla 

Milano,  Italy 


Marching  is 
good  exercise 

Re:  Sports:  an  important  part  of 
a  complete  education,  (Nov.  3) 

Physical  activity  and  recreation 
are  clearly  important  to  univer- 
sity life,  as  Russell  Field  and 
Catherine  Scandrett  convinc- 
ingly argue.  They  note  that  over 
3,000  students  play  extramural 
sport  and  795  are  on  varsity 
teams — that  is,  over  3,795  physi- 
cally active  students  who  could 
be  expected  to  vote  in  favor  of 
the  mandatory  stadium  levy  in 
last  year's  referendum.  Yet  only 
1,123  out  of  6,097  voters  across 
the  campus  suppported  the  Yes 
side.  Students  obviously  take  a 
pragmatic  approach  to  financial 
priorities  and  time  management 
in  the  face  of  escalating  fees  and 
cost  of  living  in  Toronto.  March- 
ing to  Queens  Park  to  demand  a 
tuition  freeze  might  become  the 
new  pattern  of  regular  physical 
activity. 

Helen  Jefferson  Lenskyj 

OISE/UT 
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Teach  English 
Overseas 


ESL  Teacher  Training  Courses 

■  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

■  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

■  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

■  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

■  Internationally  Recognixed  Certificate 

■  Job  Guarantee  Included 

■  Tliousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240  /  1-800-269-6719 


www.oxfordseminars.coiti 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars  , 


Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 
Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
Simulated  Practice  Exams 
Free  Repeat  Policy 
Personal  Tutoring  Available 
Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240 
1-800-269-6719 


www.oxfordseminars.com 
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a  TELUS  Mobility  phone  with  IX  capability,  the  latest 
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■  Picture  messaging 

■  Downloadable  games 

■  Instant  Messaging  capability 
e  Ringtones  and  images 

Phones  from  as  low  as  $24.99^ 
Rate  plans  starting  at  $20/month* 


the  future  is  friendly' 


TELUS 

mobility™ 


Available  at  TELUS  Mobility  stores,  authorized  dealers  and  retailers.  To  find  out  more  visit  telusmobility.com/student. 
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HEALTH 


DENTAL        P    L    A  N 


The  benefits  of  your  SAC  Dental  Plan  are  part  of  a  special  program  for  students. 


i  Your  dental  benefits  consist  of  two  elements: 

i  1)  an  insured  portion  provided  by  the  insurance  company 

i  2)  an  additional  reduction  available  through  the  Studentcare  Dental  Network  \ 


Your  Dental  Coverage  With  the  Studentcare  Dental  Network 


Reduction 

Covera^H 

[Preventative  Services 

[recall  exams,  x-rays, 
^extraction  of  impacted 
teeth 

■llPi 

1000/0 

Preventative  Services 

polishing,  scaling, 
root  planing,  fluoride 

75% 

300/0 

100% 

■I.  m 

Basic  Services 

fillings,  oral  surgery 

600/0 

20%' 

80% 

endodontics  (root  canal), 
periodontics  (gum 
treatment) 

Not 
Covered 

200/0 

20%^ 

1  Major  Restorative 

i  crowns,  bridges,  posts 

Not 
Covered  | 

imiii^  20% 

200/a^ 

*  Percentage  of  Provincial  Dental  Fee  Guide  for  General 
Practitioners  Cost  (province  where  service  was  performed). 

Note:  Your  dental  coverage  cannot  exceed  lOQo/o. 


You're  covered  for  the  insured  portion  regardless  of  the 
dentist  you  choose.  By  consulting  a  member  of  the 
Studentcare  Dental  Network,  you  will  obtain  additional 
savings  on  dental  care  costs. 

Network  dentists,  conveniently  located  in  Toronto  and 
other  regions  of  Ontario  and  Canada  offer  a  reduction  of 
20-30%  off  the  Dental  Fee  Guide  for  General  Practitioners 
price  of  eligible  dental  services  (see  chart). 

This  will  enable  you  to  have  up  to  100%  of  your  dental 
costs  covered  by  the  Dental  Plan.  Any  dentist  may  join 
the  Network  at  any  time,  free  of  charge. 


Please  visit  www.studentcare.net  for  updates  on  Network  membership  throughout  the  year. 


STUDENTCARE  DENTAL  NETWORK  MEMBERS 
tor  onto  area 


BRAMPTON 


Altima  Bramalea  Dental  Centre       Bramalea  City  Centre  Upper  Level,  Ctr.  Court 


25  Peel  Centre  Drive 

Dr.  Amarjot  Gill 

27  Ruth  Avenue,  #6A 


(905)  793-2522 
(905)  840-3533 


bramalea@altima.ca 


lnfo@ruth.dental.com 
www.ruth.dental.com 


P  P  W..N.S.V.L 
Dr.  Ron  Agar 

3042  Keele  Street  (416)  636-4200 

Dr.  Richard  Goodfellow 


4732  Jane  Street 


(416)  661-6116 


Dr.  Shawn  Walderman 

2830  Keele  Street,  Suite  401      (41 6)  638-01 1 2 

Dr.  Stephen  Chu  Yorkdale  Dental  Centre,  Yorkdale  Mall 
3401  Dufferin  Street  (416)  787-1275 

E  T  0  B  I  C  0  K  E 

Dr.  Mohammad  I  Rana 

191  The  West  Mall,  Suite  100    (41 6)  620-7903 


rigood@ican.net 
www.shorehamdentaloffice.ca 

shawnsw@rogers.com 


HAMILTON 

Altima  Hess  Village  Dental  Centre  Hess  Village 
206  Main  St.  West  (905)  528-3384 


hessvillage@altima.ca 


MA  R  K  HA  M 

First  Markham  Dental  Centre 

3229  Hwy  7  East,  Unit  #5    (905)  940-0960 
Dr.  Donovan  Seto,  Dr.  Sook-Yee  Chan 

MISSISSAU6A 

Altima  Erin  Mills  Town  Centre  Dental    Erin  Mills  Town  Centre 


erinmills@altima.ca 


5100  Erin  Mills  Parkway  (905)  569-6647 
Dr.  Anto  A  Tedjo 

1960  Dundas  Street  W.,  Unit  4  (905)  855-0076 

Dr.  Ronald  Goldstein,  Dr.  Bruce  MacDonald 

1 70  Queensway  West         (905)  277-8673 


Dr.  Arun  Narang  and  Associates  Crestwood  Centre 
3038  Hurontario  Street,  Suite  4  (905)  897- 1 1 66 

Dr.  Arun  Narang,  Dr.  Sunny  Kenth,  Dr.  Edward  Venerus,  Dr.  Corey  Shulman 


visit  www.sac.utoronto.ca  for  more  details 


The  Varsity 


bayviewvillage@altima.ca 


NORTH  YORK 

Altima  Bayview  Village  Dental  Centre 

500  Sheppard  Ave.  E.,  Suite  #106  (41 6)  222-7990 

Dr.  Leonard  I.  Terk  Sheppard  Centre 

4841  Yonge  Street  (41 6)  224-8375 

Dr.  Larry  Goldstein  Sheppard  Centre 

4841  Yonge  Street  (41 6)  224-8300 

Dr.  Richard  C.  Thomas 

300  York  Mills  Road,  Suite  210   (41 6)  510-1 590 

Dr.  Pham's  Dental  Clinic 

968  Wilson  Avenue,  Suite  301  (41 6)  531-2304 
Dr.  Tien  Loc  Pbam 

Midpoint  Dental  Office 

6979  Yonge  Street,  Suite  207  (41 6)  229-9597 
Dr.  Matthias  Yeh,  Dr.  Albine  Miciano 

Dufferin  Steeles  Dental  Office 

1881  Steeles  Ave.  W.,  Suite  201  (416)  665-1145 
Dr.  Arif  Sajan,  Dr.  Ira  Schecter 


Dr.  Adina  Stefan 

5  Fairview  Mall  Drive,  Suite  240  (41 6]  498-7522  dr.stefan@yahoo.com 
Dr.  Brian  Kumer,  Dr.  Sharan  Golini  (periodontist) 


admin@dentpham.co 
www.dentpham.com 


vsayav@hotmail.com 


Dr.  Amnon  Klinghoffer 

110  Hucknall  Road,  Suite  20     (41 6)  638-3990 

Dr.  Erwin  Chan 

3292  Bayview/  Ave.  Suite  307    (41 6)  226-4386 

0  A  K  V  I  L  L  E 

Dr.  Arun  Narang  and  Associates 

1344  Cornwall  Road,  Suite  400(905)  337-3511 

SCARBOROUGH 


kling@rogers.com 
drerwinchan@hotmail.com 


Altima  Cedarbrae  Dental  Centre  Cedarbrae  Mall,  Mall  Level 

3451 A  Lawrence  Ave  East       (416)438-1411  cedarbrae@altlma.ca 

Dr.  Larry  Goldstein 

1 23  Montezuma  Trail         (41 6)  291  -7929 
Dr.  Leo  Gonzalez 

1920  Ellesmere  Road,  Suite  201  (41 6)  438-0778 

Dr.  Flor  de  Maria  Rodriguez,  Dr.  Barbara  F  Phipps 

Hillsborough  Dental  Centre 

108  Corporate  Drive,  Unit  1 8     (41 6)  289-7778 
Dr.  Vincent  Lo 

Dr.  David  Chiang 

1001  Sandhurst  Circle,  Unit  207  (41 6)  321-6400 

Dr.  David  Eller  (oral  and  maxillofacial  surgeon) 

1571  Sandhurst  Circle,  Suite  205  (416)  299-4444 

Bamburgh  Dental  Office 

325  Bamburgh  Circle,  (41 6)  492-5529 

Suite  A113 

Dr.  Matthais  Yeh,  Dr.  Spomenka  Popovic,  Dr.  Jason  Dai 
T  H  0  R  H  I  L  L 

Altima  Promenade  Dental  Centre  Promenade  Mall,  lower  level 

1  Promenade  Circle,  #185  a  186  (905)707-1010  promenade@altlma.ca 

TORONTO 


Altima  Dentistry  at  the  Annex 

535A  Bloor  Street  West  Suite  201  (41 6)  53 5- 1 1 67 


visit  www.sac.utoronto.ca  for  more  (details 

Dr.  Tina  Di  Vincenzo  Dental  Clinic 

344  Manning  Avenue  (416)533-0345  www.drtinadivincenzo.com 
Dr.  Tina  Di  Vincenzo,  Dr.  Musarat  Hasnain,  Dr.  Joel  Robledo,  Dr.  Mario  Vertullo 


Dr.  Jack  Fingrut 

2780  Jane  Street,  #102  (416)  748-3353 
Dr.  Michael  Shelegey 

94  Cumberland  Street,  Suite  411(416)  962-7555 
Dr.  Max  Bayliss 

94  Cumberland  Street,  Suite  302  (41 6)  961  -9933 

Dr.  Christena  Chruszez 

131  Bloor  Street  W.,  Suite  447  (41 6)  925-8282 

Dr.  Lidia  Opris 

90  Danforth  Avenue  (416)465-1175 
Dr.  Paul  Yeung 

190  St.  George  Street,  Suite  101  (41 6)  962-5335 
Dr.  Christina  Armani 

720  Spadina  Avenue,  Suite  502  (41 6)  944-1441 
dr.christina_armani@bellnet.ca 

Dr.  Mark  Litvack 

1 500  Bathurst  Street,  Unit  2  (41 6)  653-6660 
Modern  Dentistry 

1095  Bathurst  Street  (416)  533-5555 
Dr.  N.  Younis,  Dr.  Ariel  Reyhanian 

Dr.  Barbara  Kujawa 

29  Elm  Street  (41 6)  977-0344 

King  Dental 

1010  King  Street  West  (41 6)  498-0100 
Dr.  May  Y.  Zhang 

Dr.  Judith  Dixen-Moody 

100  Yonge  Street,  Suite  1004   (41 6)  368-01 65 

United  Smiles  of  Kensington 

297  Augusta  Avenue  (41 6)  944-21 78 
Dr.  Ronald  Nazon 

Dr.  Godfrey  D  Higgins 

564  Col  lege  Street  (41 6)  922-3973 

Dr.  Richard  C.  Thomas 

300  York  Mills  Road,  Suite  210  (416)  510-1590 

Dr.  Jackeline  Cruz  Manjarres 

622  College  Street,  Suite  302   (41 6)  532  1 607 

Dr.  Irma  Montes-Hussey 

622  College  Street,  Suite  302   (41 6)  532  1  607 

Dr.  Janet  Cheng 

23  Drewry  Avenue  (41 6)  221  -7668 

Bay  Bloor  Dental 

1 51  Bloor  Street  West,  #860  (41 6)  964-2255 
Dr.  Vera  Veradi 

WHITBY 


North  Garden  Dental 

3975  Garden  Street  (905)  666-5595 

Dr.  Vince  Le  Riche,  Dr.  Kim  Tait 


annex@altinia.ca 


Changes  can  be  made  to  this  list  without  notice. 


m  other  areas  of  Ontario  and  across  Canada 


toothfxr@on.aibn.com 


smiles@north|Brdendental.com 
www.n0rthg2pendental.com 
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Is  it  natural  to  be  gay? 


by  JOANNE  TANG 

VARSITY  STAFF 


In  a  Central  American  rain  for- 
est, male  hummingbirds  flit 
through  the  shrubs,  stopping  to 
mate  with  a  female  one  moment, 
then  with  a  male  in  the  next.  Over  in 
the  Arctic,  a  whale  glides  through 
the  ocean  and  surges  toward  the 
surface,  splashing  water  in  a  playful 
frenzy,  her  fins  and  tail  caressing 
another  female. 

Biologist  Bruce  Bagemihl,  author 
of  Biological  Exuberance:  Animal 
Homosexuality  and  Natural  Diversity, 
writes  that  homosexual  behaviour 
occurs  in  more  than  450  different 
kinds  of  animals  worldwide.  Male 
African  elephants,  for  example, 
kiss  each  other  by  intertwining 
their  trunks  and  touching  mouths 
and  noses.  Some  species,  such  as 
squirrel  monkeys  and  the  common 
chimpanzees,  even  engage  in  full 
mouth-to-mouth  contact.  Bagemihl 
shows  a  photo  of  two  young  male 
bonobo  monkeys  in  an  open- 
mouthed  embrace. 

"Kissing  among  primates  bears 
a  startling  resemblance  to  kissing 
among  humans,"  writes  Bagemihl. 

There  is  also  homosexual  pair- 
bonding.  Found  primarily  in  birds, 
such  pair-bonding  is  as  strong  as 
that  of  heterosexual  couples.  Part- 
ners engage  in  courtship  and  sexual 
behaviours,  sometimes  even  becom- 
ing parents.  A  pair  of  female  Canada 
geese,  for  example,  would  raise  their 
young  together  after  having  copulat- 
ed with  a  male  goose.  The  male  is  in 
effect  the  sperm  donor. 

"One  thing  is  certain:  the  animal 
kingdom  is  most  definitely  not  just 
heterosexual." 

Bagemihl  writes  that  animals  on 
every  continent  have  probably  been 
seeking  same-sex  partners  for  mil- 
lions of  years.  But  if  "survive  and 
reproduce"  is  the  general  rule,  how 
do  evolutionary  biologists  view  the 
various  non-reproductive  forms  of 
sexual  orientation?  And  how  do  sci- 
entists reconcile  the  nature/nurture 
debate  surrounding  the  origin  of 
homosexuality? 

In  his  hook  Sexual  Landscapes:  Why 
We  Are  What  We  Are,  Why  We  Love 
Whom  We  Love,  psychobiologist 
James  Weinrich  raises  the  concept 
of  kin-selection:  you  have  to  take 
into  account  not  only  your  own  re- 
production, but  also  the  reproduc- 
tion of  your  relatives.  Throughout 
most  of  our  history,  child  and  adult 
mortality  were  very  common.  For- 
tunately, because  we  used  to  live 
closely  with  our  extended  family, 
aunts  and  uncles  often  stepped  in 
to  rear  their  orphaned  nieces  and 
nephews.  The  lesbian  "maiden  aunt" 
and  the  gay  "bachelor  uncle"  would 
pass  on  their  genes  through  the  suc- 
cessful rearing  of  these  children. 

In  addition,  Weinrich  writes  that 
homosexual  and  heterosexual  men 
don't  differ  much  in  abilities  more 
commonly  found  in  men  than  in 
women,  such  as  visual-spatial  skills, 
but  they  do  tend  to  differ  in  occu- 
pational interests.  Gay  men  tend  to 
be  aesthetically  inclined  and  like 
designing  things,  whereas  straight 
men  tend  to  have  what  he  calls  ste- 
reotypically  masculine  interests  like 
"building,  hammering,  and  sawing." 


As  we  moved  from  hunting  and  gath- 
ering to  agriculture  and  subsequent 
societal  developments,  the  number 
of  different  jobs  would  increase  and 
it  was  important  to  have  enough 
people  interested  in  different  occu- 
pations. If  it  was  beneficial  for  soci- 
ety to  have  men  with  interests  more 
typically  found  in  women,  then  natu- 
ral selection  would  have  kept  these 
individuals  in  the  gene  pool. 

Dr.  Ray  Blanchard,  Head  of  Clini- 
cal Sexology  Services  at  the  Centre 
for  Addiction  and  Mental  Health 
(CAMH)  in  Toronto,  conducts  birth 
order  research  on  male  homosexu- 
ality. His  findings  suggest  that  the 
fetal  environment  may  play  a  role 
in  shaping  sexual  orientation  for 
some  gay  men.  After  having  studied 
homosexual  and  heterosexual  men 


from  England,  the  Netherlands, 
Canada  and  the  United  States,  he 
and  his  colleagues  have  found  a  link 
between  male  sexual  orientation 
and  the  number  of  older  brothers  in 
the  family.  The  more  older  brothers 
a  man  has,  the  higher  the  likelihood 
that  he  may  be  gay. 

And  he  proposes  a  possible  bio- 
logical explanation  for  why  this  may 
be  the  case.  There  is  a  group  of  sub- 
stances called  H-Y  antigens  on  the 
cell  surfaces  of  male,  but  not  female, 
fetuses.  Sometimes,  these  H-Y  anti- 
gens get  into  the  mother's  circula- 
tion, and  her  immune  system  reacts 
by  producing  antibodies,  which 
accumulate  in  her  system  with  each 
succeeding  male  offspring. 

The  more  of  these  antibodies  the 
male  fetus  is  exposed  to,  the  more 


Above:  Gustave  Courbet,  Sleep. 
Left:  Jean  Broc,  Death  of 
Hyakinthos. 

likely  that  his  brain  will  develop  in  a 
pattern  that  is  not  typical  of  hetero- 
sexual males.  This  is  why  later  born 
males  with  several  older  brothers 
are  more  likely  to  be  gay  than,  say, 
males  who  are  the  oldest  in  their 
family. 

What  about  women?  What  do  sci- 
entists say  about  female  sexuality? 

"Some  argue  that  sexual  orienta- 
tion in  women  is  a  bit  more  fluid  and 
flexible  than  it  is  in  men,"  says  Dr. 
Kenneth  Zucker,  Psychologist-in- 
Chief  at  CAMH,  and  head  of  its  Child 
and  Adolescent  Gender  Identity 
Clinic.  If  you  show  gay  and  straight 
men  nude  pictures  of  men  and 
women,  gay  men  would  be  aroused 
by  nude  males  and  straight  men 
by  nude  females.  For  women,  how- 
ever, the  picture  is  not  as  clear-cut. 
Some  researchers  argue  that  female 
sexual  arousal  is  more  affected  by 
context  and  interpersonal  relation- 
ships, and  therefore  more  subject  to 
social  factors. 

Indeed,  women's  sexual  patterns 
have  been  found  to  be  malleable. 
Dr.  Lisa  M.  Diamond,  Assistant  Pro- 
fessor of  Psychology  and  Gender 
Studies  at  the  University  of  Utah, 
recently  published  a  5-year  study 
of  80  women.  Her  results:  just  be- 
cause a  woman  identifies  herself  as 
homosexual  or  bisexual,  it  doesn't 
necessarily  mean  that  she  will  stay 
that  way  for  life.  Over  this  5-year 
period,  some  women  abandoned 
their  lesbian  or  bisexual  identity 
and  pursued  heterosexual  relation- 
ships. One  notable  example  cited 
by  Diamond  is  actress  Anne  Heche, 
who  became  engaged  to  a  man  after 
her  relationship  with  comedian  El- 
len Degeneres  dissolved. 

"But  basically,"  says  Zucker, 
"where  research  is  at  right  now  with 
regards  to  factors  that  determine 
sexual  arousal  in  women  has  gone 
back  to  Freud:  nobody  has  any  idea. 
Everybody  is  confused." 

Why  is  all  this  important?  Why 
do  we  need  to  find  any  explanation 


for  any  form  of  sexual  orientation? 
Wouldn't  the  LGBT  minority  regard 
such  research  with  disdain? 

"At  a  pure  intellectual  level,  there 
are  gay  people  who  have  some 
curiosity  as  to  why  they  are  gay 
or  lesbian  and  not  heterosexual," 
Blanchard  explains.  "It's  not  by  any 
means  the  case  that  all  gay  people 
are  utterly  intellectually  indiffer- 
ent to  this  question,  or  opposed  to 
somebody  asking  it." 

He  also  points  out  that  no  one 
to  date  knows  how  any  erotic  pref- 
erence is  formed,  from  ordinary 
heterosexuality  to  those  of  social 
concern  such  as  pedophilia  and 
dangerous  sadism.  "You  have  to 
start  somewhere,"  he  says.  "The 
easiest  way  is  to  start  with  some- 
thing that  departs  in  some  way  from 
the  standard.  You  need  some  entry 
point." 

Zucker  believes  that  homosexu- 
ality and  heterosexuality  are  two 
sides  of  the  same  coin.  "The  more 
you  learn  about  one,  the  more 
you  learn  about  the  other.  Why 
people  become  heterosexual  is  as 
interesting  as  why  people  become 
homosexual." 

In  the  early  1990s,  molecular 
biologist  Dr.  Dean  H.  Hamer,  cur- 
rently Chief  of  the  Section  on  Gene 
Structure  and  Regulation  at  the 
National  Cancer  Institute  in  the  U.S., 
set  out  his  search  for  the  "gay  gene." 
He  and  his  colleagues  provided  the 
first  piece  of  evidence  that  a  certain 
gene  in  the  X  chromosome  may  be 
involved  in  male  sexual  orientation: 
A  significant  portion  of  the  gay  men 
in  his  study  shared  the  same  version 
of  the  gene.  However,  Hamer  report- 
ed that  this  gene  was  not  involved 
in  the  sexual  orientation  of  all  men, 
and  according  to  Zucker,  no  other 
researchers  have  published  any 
findings  that  support  the  results. 
"The  verdict  is  still  out,"  he  says. 

Some,  however,  argue  that  being 
homosexual  can  simply  be  a  matter 
of  personal  preference.  In  an  inter- 
view published  by  the  National  As- 
sociation for  Research  and  Therapy 
of  Homosexuality  (NARTH)  in  the 
U.S.,  Dr.  Stanton  L.  Jones,  Professor 
of  Psychology  at  Wheaton  College  in 
Illinois,  and  Dr.  Mark  A.  Yarhouse, 
Associate  Professor  of  Psychol- 
ogy at  Regent  University  in  Virginia, 
claim  that  in  addition  to  genetics 
and  hormones,  "early  childhood  en- 
vironment and  experiences,  along 
with  adult  choice,  can  all  be  partici- 
pants in  the  mix  of  factors." 

According  to  Bagemihl,  arguments 
about  the  origin  of  homosexuality — 
or  the  origin  of  any  form  of  sexual 
orientation,  for  that  matter — often 
invokes  opposite  categories:  genet- 
ics versus  environment,  nature 
versus  nurture.  What  most  research 
shows,  he  emphasizes,  is  that  both 
environment  and  biology  are  rele- 
vant in  contributing  to  sexual  orien- 
tation in  people,  and  probably  also 
in  animals.  "Some  individuals  may 
have  an  innate  predisposition  for 
homosexuality,"  he  writes,  "but  the 
right  combination  of  environmental 
(including  social)  factors  is  required 
for  this  to  be  realized." 

At  this  very  moment,  two  male 
monkeys  are  probably  drifting  off  to 
sleep,  lying  in  each  other's  arms,  in 
the  depths  of  a  jungle  in  Asia. 
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Auditors*  Report  on  Summarized  Financial  Statements 


To  the  Members  of 
Graduate  Students'  Union, 
UniN'ersity  of  Toronto 


7^  accompanying  summanzed  balance  sheet  and  statement  of  operations  and  changes  in  net  assets  are 
derived  from  the  complete  financial  statements  of  the  Graduate  Students'  Union,  University  of  Toronto  as 
at  August  3 1 ,  2003  and  for  the  year  then  ended  on  which  we  expressed  an  opmion  without  reservation  m 
our  report  dated  October  3.  2003,  The  fair  summarization  of  the  compieie  fmanciai  statements  is  the 
responsibility  of  management.  Our  responsibility,  in  accordance  with  the  applicable  Assurance 
Guideline  of  The  Canadian  Insntute  of  Chartered  Accountants,  is  to  report  on  the  summanzed  financial 
statements. 

In  our  opmion,  the  accompanying  financial  statements  fairly  summarize,  in  all  material  respects,  the 
related  complete  financial  statements  in  accordance  with  the  criteria  descnbed  m  the  Guideline  referred 
to  above. 

These  summarized  financial  statements  do  not  conUin  all  the  disclosures  required  by  Canadian  generally 
MTC^tcd  accountmg  pnnciples.  Readers  arc  cautioned  that  these  statements  may  not  be  appropnate  for 
their  purposes.  For  more  information  on  the  Union's  financial  position,  results  of  operations  and  cash 
fiows,  reference  should  be  made  to  the  related  complete  fmanciai  statements. 


Chartered  Accountants 


Toronto,  Ontario 
October  3,  2003 


GRADUATE  STUDENTS'  UNION, 
UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 
Summarized  Balance  Sheet 

Augast  31.2003 


2003 

2002 

ASSETS 

CURREOT 

Cash  and  short  temi  investments  (Note  4) 
Accounts  receivable 
Prepaid  expenses 

Current  portion  of  loans  njccivable 

S 

221,180 
11.952 
23,697 

$ 

191,189 
16,522 
30,969 
400 

256,829 

239,080 

CAPITAL  ASSETS  (Note  5) 

43.263 

20.268 

s 

300.092 

S 

259,348 

LIABILITIES 

CURRENT 

Accounts  payable  and  accrued  liabiliues 

$ 

82.979 

$ 

17,426 

NET  ASSETS 

INVESTED  IN  CAPITAL  ASSETS 

43,263 

20.268 

RESTRICTED  FOR  SPECIFIC  PURPOSES  (Note  3) 

74,825 

79,408 

UNRESTRICTED 

99.025 

142,246 

217,113 

241,922 

$ 

300,092 

s 

259,348 

APPROVED  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE 


GRADUATE  STUDENTS'  UNION, 
L'NiVERSlTV  OF  TORONTO 

Summarized  Statement  of  Operations  and  Changes  in  Net  Assets 

Yf«r  ended  Aogas!  31, 7lxn  


GRADUATE  STUDENTS'  UMON, 

UNI\T.RSITY  OF  TORONTO 

iNotes  to  tbe  Summarized  Financial  Statements 

NATITRE  OF  ORGAMZATION 

The  GfaduaSe  Stud«nis"  l^'mon.  l-'mvereif)'  oI'Toranto  f^Uniori")  is  sn  c 
meet  the  needs  of  sr^i  proviJc  icrvicci  lo.  grsduaie  studcnss  aiics:  L^nivc' 


iizaiitm  e^biished  to 


Tsx  Act. 


i  escniK  from  irs^omc  lascs  under  Pan  J  of  (he  Income 


SfO.NIflCAVT  ACCOUNTIN<;  POLICIES 

ITfC  S55;enief;i5  fisve  beer,  prepsred  in  scco^nee  u=jEh  the  aecoiHaiitg  ssamiards  fts-  noi-for-pK>ijJ 
orgsnizatiom  juj^iisi^ed  by  she  Canadsaa  iimituie  of  Chanered  Aecmimants.  using  the  resrieiw 
fund  meiitod  of  rcptWing  restriaaj  contributioiK, 


Linresinced  cii?itrifeutlaiss  are  reco^rm7.cd  as  re^.wac  when  rcteivtsi  or  recej-vabJe  if  the  aniomB  » 
received        ha  ressoiKoiy  es-tiniaied  and  coUeeloB  is  reasonably  assured-  Rcstriet«i 
c<'wsrjipjt!0[vs  are  recogTazed  ks  revenue  of  ihe  apjifopriiite  fcsiricsc<i  ftmii- 

CapTial  assets  ait  tecofsic^i  a?  cosi  sod  are  amenie^  or  a  strdsghi-iirit  basis  mvct  their  eausaicd 


Fanutuft:  and  cauipiTierd 
Seciinsy  sysiem' 
Cotripiiier  equipment 


10  years 
10  ycjirs 
5  years 


Use  of  csiimmes 

The:  preparauc-n  of  fimiri^iai  statcmenss  m  confonnity  ft-ith  Canadian  gcGeniiiy 
pHncipitTs  requires  JnsDsgemen;  :o  make  estjnjatcs  and  assumptjons  iha!  aSTccs 
0f  assets  arid  UabiUiics-  the  tiisciosurc  of  conisngcfit  sssets  and  iiaf^ilines  3!  (he  dale  of  JtnarKial 
staicmenis,  and  the  reponc^  afnwinJs  of  revenue  aiKi  expenses  during  the  >«3r.  Actual  resaits  could 
differ  from  those  esiimaScs, 


:tpj^  accoonDog 


3.  NE1  ASSKTS  RESTRJCITD  FOK  SPECIHC  PLTtPOSF^ 

7>tc  Unicm  has     up  iGJcrnalK'  resincied  ftjnds  to  suppon  ibe  following  activUfCs: 
Building  Fund 

Tna  Building  Fund  was  cstabUshed  to  finajKi  cap^ita!  improvemwas  to  the  faciisiics  of  the  UsTon. 

Diiiiftg  the  year,  ihe  Executive  approved  s  iraasfer  of  S!  5.(KS}  from  ihv  unrestricted  opers:i!rg  fynd 
Ur  ihc  is^icmaiiy  rcMncied  Building  Fuiid. 

Emcrgerttry  f'ttad 

The  Emergency  Faod  was  estabiished  to  fmauce  anSwesccn  expendhures  rm  included  in  the 
budgc!  and  whjch  arc  iteeesi^ry  between  May  \  and  September  \  5  of  each  year- 

Liftc  i>f  Credit  FuKd 

The  Line  of  Credit  Fund  was  csiabSished  iri  order  lo  secure  a  fuie  of  creds?  with  the  Snancia! 
insnitJi3on(s)  wiib  which  the  Union  baiiks, 

4.  CREDIT  FACILITY 

The  I'nion  has  eaabUshed  an  f^wrating  credii  facility  wuh  s  credit  union  in  the  amoun:  of  S25.0(X) 
{2QQ]  -  S25,0(»0)-  The  Hneof  oncdit  is  sectirt^i  by  a  term  deptis:!  of  525,000  As  of  August  3i. 
2(^2.  Ous  iine  of  credit  is  untflilized- 

5.  CAPITAL  ASSETS 


2(103 

2002 

Accumulated 

Net  Book 

Net  Book 

CoKt 

Amorti/Afitin 

\  sloe 

Value 

Furniture  and  cquipmcnl 

S  13,631! 

S  S4,0M 

S  «,615 

S  5,962 

Securily  sv^leni 

412 

24.2n 

Compuler  equipment 

23,05<) 

13,708 

10.306 

5  141,406 

S  98.143 

$  43^63 

S  20.268 

J^nmfmtcd_ 

CupHntl  Assets 
S 

Btiildiag 
S  • 

Emergcitey 

CrnlH  Total 

Toal 

REVENUE 
Fees 

Safidry  and  tnteiew 
Miscclianccua  Incwse 

*  I.904JM 
16.778 
l„399 

S  - 

S     -          S  l,9»4J»9 
2»,778 
IJ99 

S  1.750J32 
26.155 

_____lj93MJ6_ 

t.932,486 

1.776JS; 

EXPFMSES 
Orsttii  and  fees 
Salaries  asd  f^iefHs 
H«use  expefiscs 
Building  icpairs 
Aniomzaijofi 
Restaiirani  and  bar 
t^s  on  iiiajiosa!  of  cispiiaS  asset-; 

1,495^63 
325,622 
183,5-W 

3,414 

t,»I5 
l.W* 

I93S3 

1,495J62 
J2S,622 
193330 
I»3»3 
7,«I5 
3,414 
1,969 

1  !4i461 
29S.(J7-5 
§9  7<n 
5*» 
8,842 

6S7 

I.927.82S 

93S4 

i«^«3 

1.9??,295 

1,752*11 

EXCHSS  Oi-  ai-:VENi,!F,  DVPR  FXPENSrs 

{f:-XPENsr  s  fiVEs  revf^E'E) 

4,658 

<9J»4j 

I19J83> 

(24^89) 

23,746 

.NET  ASSETS,  BEiiiNNIN'fi  Of  YEAR 

142.246 

20068 

44,408 

lO.OW 

2S.0OB  241,922 

218,17* 

INVES-rMEK!  IN  EAPl TAL  ASSETS  -  Ml 

(J2379) 

J24i7!> 

iN  TER-FOMO  TOANSFER  SN'ow  )) 

___jis,(rag_ 

H>n  ASSETS.  END  OE  YEAR 

$  99,025 

$  43.263 

S  39.825 

$  10,060 

S  2-5,000      S  217,113 

5  24iJ22 
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Scientists  set  to  simulate  creation 


An  artist's  conception  of  the  oldest  known  planet  in  the  galaxy, 
born  just  one  billion  years  after  the  big  bang.  At  13  billion  years 
old,  it  is  nearly  three  times  the  age  of  the  Earth. 


SCIENCE  BRIEFS 

The  iceman  cometh 
and  goeth 

Scientists  have  pinpointed  the 
birthplace  of  the  famous  iceman 
Oetzi,  whose  5,300  year-old  mum- 
mified body  emerged  from  a  glacier 
in  1991.  Evidence  suggests  that  the 
hunter's  travels  were  confined  to  a 
60  km  range  near  what  is  now  the 
village  of  Feldthurns  in  northern 
Italy.  The  contents  of  his  teeth  and 
bone  were  compared  with  soil  and 
water  samples  of  the  Alps  to  deter- 
mine his  place  of  origin.  Biominer- 
als  deposited  in  different  parts  of 
his  body  allowed  researchers  to 
deduce  where  Oetzi  had  lived  dur- 
ing various  stages  of  his  life.  This  is 
the  first  such  study  that  has  figured 
out  the  migration  of  a  deceased 
person. 
-WENDY  GU 

Source:  BBC  NEWS 


Meteorologists  go 
native 

Meteorologists  in  Australia  are  inter- 
viewing Aboriginal  tribes  to  gather 
local  knowledge  about  weather 
patterns.  Scientists  now  realize  that 
indigenous  predictions  hold  a  great 
deal  of  truth,  and  can  be  explained 
by  modern  science.  For  example, 
the  Tiwi  tribe  claims  that  if  the  tide 
is  high  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  the 
monsoon  storm  that  day  will  be 
big.  This  is  in  fact  true,  as  the  con- 
vergence of  sea  breezes  that  cause 
thunderstorms  also  cause  high  tides. 
Meteorologists  are  trying  to  gather 
more  information  of  this  sort,  fearing 
it  may  disappear  as  these  tribes  be- 
come increasingly  assimilated. 
-ZOE  CORMIER 
Source:  The  Guardian 


Tagged  sea  turtles 
eaten 

Conservationists  were  shocked  to 
find  that  an  estimated  30  per  cent  of 
sea  turtles  are  killed  every  year  by 
fishing,  caught  either  for  food  or  ac- 
cidentally in  fishing  nets.  Biologists 
first  became  suspicious  after  some 
animals'  tags  revealed  that  they 
were  far  inland,  indicating  that  they 
had  been  brought  to  villages  and 
eaten.  Suspicions  were  confirmed 
when  tourists  took  photographs  of 
some  animals  with  the  transmitter 
still  attached.  The  remains  of  some 
tagged  animals  showed  up  in  restau- 
rants. At  this  rate  biologists  predict 
some  species  will  be  extinct  in  a  few 
decades. 
-ZC 

Source:  Nature 


by  JUSTIN  TROTTIER 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Between  10  and  20  billion  years 
ago,  a  sudden  and  intense  explo- 
sion gave  birth  to  the  universe 
as  we  know  it,  an  event  famously 
known  as  the  big  bang.  In  2007  the 
Center  for  European  Nuclear  Re- 
search (CERN)  in  Switzerland  will 
attempt  to  simulate  the  big  bang  by 
smashing  particles  together  at  high 
speed  in  an  effort  called  the  Atlas 
experiment. 

In  collaboration  with  more  than 
150  research  institutes  around  the 
world,  including  seven  in  Canada, 
U  of  T  has  installed  a  network 
composed  of  448  processors  for 
the  experiment,  capable  of  hold- 
ing 28  trillion  bytes  of  information, 
the  equivalent  of  about  35,000  CDs. 
This  network  will  process  data  gen- 
erated by  the  Atlas  experiment. 

"In  a  way  the  Atlas  experiment 
is  almost  like  a  big  computer,"  ex- 
plains Professor  Robert  Orr  of  U 
of  T's  Department  of  Physics,  the 
principal  Canadian  investigator  for 
Atlas.  "There's  many  many  millions 
of  events  that  occur  in  the  space  of 
minutes  [when  particles  collide]  so 
first  of  all  we  have  to  decide  which 
are  good  events  and  which  are  bad 
[uninteresting]  events." 

In  order  to  test  theories  of  what 
happened  moments  after  the  big 
bang,  one  needs  to  actually  create 
the  particles  that  existed  then. 
"The  problem  is  that  the  energy 
density  just  after  the  big  bang  was 


by  IAN  HA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


What  do  women  want?  If  only  men 
knew.  The  rules  of  courtship  have  al- 
ways managed  to  bewilder  even  the 
most  seasoned  of  Don  Juans. 

But  in  the  realm  of  science,  uncer- 
tainty just  won't  do.  And  research- 
ers, studying  animals  as  varied  as 
birds,  fish,  frogs,  and  yes,  even  hu- 
mans, are  providing  a  glimpse  into 
what  makes  females  tick. 

Females  were  once  seen  as  de- 
mure and  passive  observers  of  male 
aggression,  an  idea  held  afloat  by  the 
polite  sexual  mores  of  yesteryear. 

But  by  the  1960s,  it  could  not  be 
denied  that  females  were  in  fact 
choosing  males  as  much  as  males 
were  "winning"  females.  "The  re- 
ally interesting  thing,  was  that  in 
general,  females  exercised  a  choice 
along  very  predictable  lines,"  said 
Deborah  McLennan,  a  U  of  T  zoology 
professor,  last  week  in  an  academic 
seminar. 

Bigger  males.  Larger  horns.  More 
coloured  plumage.  The  realization 
that  females  were  doing  a  great  deal 
of  the  choosing  was  not  surprising. 
A  female  may  only  produce  a  hand- 
ful of  eggs  in  her  lifetime  (a  woman 
will  only  menstruate  some  500  times 
in  total),  whereas  a  man  is  capable 
of  producing  a  veritable  galaxy  of 
sperm.  A  female  must  choose  wisely 
in  who  she  mates  with,  whereas  a 
male's  best  bet  is  to  simply  mate  with 
as  many  females  as  will  let  him. 

McLennan  studies  courtship  be- 
havior in  the  threespine  stickleback, 
a  small  freshwater  fish.  Males  attract 


so  great  that  many  of  the  particles 
that  were  interacting  then  don't 
exist  nowadays,"  says  Orr.  This 
makes  it  necessary  to  use  the 
highest-energy  particle  accelera- 
tors possible.  When  the  particles 
collide,  their  energy  can  spontane- 
ously create  new,  short-lived,  high- 
mass  particles. 

One  major  focus  of  the  experi- 
ment will  be  to  produce  the  long 
sought  Higgs  boson,  which  acts 
like  a  messenger,  carrying  forces 
between  regular  matter  particles. 
"The  inflation  of  the  universe  [dur- 
ing the  big  bang]  was  driven  almost 
certainly  by  some  particle  like  the 
Higgs... we  need  to  know  what  the 
mass  of  the  Higgs  is  if  we  want 
to  calculate  what  happened  very 
early  in  the  big  bang,"  says  Orr. 

The  field  of  Higgs  bosons  is 
thought  to  be  what  gives  particles 
the  mass  that  they  have.  In  this 
completely  new  way  of  viewing 
the  concept  of  mass,  the  universe 
is  permeated  everywhere  by  Higgs 
boson  particles.  When  a  particle, 
such  as  an  electron,  moves  about, 
its  interaction  with  this  Higgs  field 
gives  rise  to  what  we  call  mass.  The 
Atlas  experiment  may  confirm  this 
speculation  by  finally  producing 
the  Higgs  particle. 

There  are  thought  to  be  four  sim- 
ple forces  that  govern  the  move- 
ment of  matter  in  the  universe: 
electromagnetism,  gravity,  strong 
nuclear  force,  and  weak  nuclear 
force.  The  holy  grail  that  physicists 
are  searching  for  is  a  Theory  of 


females  by  dancing  in  a  see-sawing 
motion.  The  most  successful  males 
are  almost  always  the  most  vigor- 
ous. "Then  there  are  these  poor 
little  loser  males  who  come  up  to 
the  female  and  sort  of  hover,  and  go 
zig. .  .zag,  and  by  this  time  the  female 
is  saying  'I'm  out  of  here.'" 

But  why  the  attraction  to  more  vig- 
orous courtship?  "The  intensity  of 
courtship  is  actually  a  very  accurate 
reflection  of  a  whole  bunch  of  things 
about  [the  male's]  health,"  she  said. 
In  the  world  of  evolution,  where  pro- 
creation is  the  goal,  healthy  males 
who  produce  and  possibly  care  for 
healthy  offspring  carry  a  high  pre- 
mium. 

Now  more  attuned  to  female  court- 
ship behavior,  researchers  are  mak- 
ing some  new  discoveries.  It  turns 
out,  for  example,  that  females  are  a 
lot  more  promiscuous  then  we  once 


Everything,  which  would  unite 
the  four  forces  of  nature,  as  they 
were  during  the  early  moments  of 
the  universe.  "We  think  just  after 
the  universe  came  into  existence, 
all  these  forces  were  [combined 
as]  some  primordial  force;  but  as 
the  universe  cooled  down  these 
[separate]  forces  appeared,"  ex- 
plains Orr. 

By  inducing  collisions  of  high 
enough  energy,  the  conditions  of 
the  early  universe  can  be  recre- 
ated up  to  the  point  where  some 
of  the  forces  re-unite,  generating  a 
whole  new  class  of  particles.  These 
particles  would  not  interact  with 


thought. 

It  was  known  prior  to  the  1980s 
that  territorial  male  birds,  when 
given  the  chance,  would  copulate 
with  females  whose  mates  were  off 
patrolling  their  territory.  What  were 
once  thought  to  be  forced  copula- 
tions, however,  weren't  that  at  all: 
females  were  in  fact  actively  court- 
ing passing  males  of  higher  quality. 
While  scientists  used  to  consider  a 
huge  proportion  of  birds  to  be  mo- 
nogamous, it  is  now  known  that  90% 
of  avian  species  partake  in  such  "ex- 
tra-pair copulations." 

"All  those  questions  we've  been 
asking  about  why  there  are  so  many 
monogamous  birds,  guess  what? 
They  aren't,"  said  McLennan. 

So  where  does  this  leave  humans? 
Not  far  behind,  apparently.  While 
studying  the  transmission  of  a 
genetic  disease,  one  British  study 


light,  but  only  with  gravity,  which 
would  account  for  the  missing  dark 
matter.  Physicists  have  been  look- 
ing for  what  they  call  "dark  matter," 
which  may  account  for  25  per  cent 
of  the  matter  in  the  universe.  It  can- 
not be  seen,  but  its  gravitational  ef- 
fects can  been  measured.  Scientists 
have  measured  more  gravity  in  the 
universe  than  can  be  accounted  for 
by  visible  matter  alone. 

As  scientists  probe  back  to  the 
beginning  of  time  itself,  it  is  hoped 
the  Atlas  experiment  will  confirm 
what  is  suspected  and  help  solve 
some  of  the  most  fundamental 
questions  of  physics. 


inadvertently  discovered  that  33 
per  cent  of  the  husbands  were  not 
biological  fathers  of  their  child. 
The  number  rises  to  50%  in  chim- 
panzees, humans'  closest  relative, 
where  babies  are  often  conceived  by 
chance  encounters  between  passing 
troupes. 

And  just  like  the  avian  birds,  wom- 
en in  questionnaires  show  height- 
ened attraction  to  more  "masculine" 
men  (pronounced  cheekbones, 
wider  jaws)  during  peak  times  of 
fertility — the  very  time  women  are 
more  likely  to  visit  singles'  bars  and 
entertain  fantasies  with  Mr.  Right. 

"Women  tend  to  have  higher  stan- 
dards [at  this  time]... just  like  the  fe- 
male birds  who  were  courting  higher 
ranked  males  than  their  mates,"  said 
McLennan. 

But  the  ultimate  trump  card  for 
men?  Scent.  "On  all  the  surveys 
[researchers]  have  done... women 
are  very  attracted  to  odor,"  said 
McLennan.  "Nice"  and  "smart"  men 
rank  second. 

It  is  unknown  what  evolutionary 
advantage  smelly  men  have  over 
non-smelly  men,  but  symmetry  may 
offer  a  clue.  Some  studies  link  facial 
symmetry  with  the  attractiveness 
of  a  man's  odor.  McLennan  rejects 
many  such  studies  for  now,  however, 
citing  shoddy  statistics  and  small 
sample  sizes. 

So  what  do  women  want?  Like  all 
things  in  life,  it's  not  so  simple.  "What 
women  want  is  a  complex  interaction 
of  a  whole  bunch  of  things  that  have 
to  do  a  lot  with  what  they  already 
have,  [and]  who  they  already  are," 
said  McLennan. 


F  seeks  M  for  copulation  and  good  times.  Must  like  eating  parasites 
and  courtship  displays.  Urine  high  in  pheromones  an  asset. 


What  do  women  really  want? 
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Writer's  talk 

He  was  a  legal  eagle  atUofT,  but  now 
Andrew  Pyper's  a  successful  novelist 


by  DORA  EMERSON 


In  1996,  writer  Andrew  Pyper's 
debut  Kiss  Me,  a  remarkably  pre- 
scient, poignant  and  clever  collec- 
tion of  short  stories  written  during 
his  U  of  T  law  lectures  was  pub- 
lished by  dissident  Canadian  edi- 
tor and  critic  John  Metcalf  through 
his  cutting-edge  Porcupine's  Quill 
imprint.  Not  bad  for  not  paying  at- 
tention in  class. 

Pyper  followed  Kiss  Me  with 
his  much-anticipated  first  novel 
Lost  Girls,  the  story  of  junior 
criminal  attorney  Bartholomew 
Christian  Crane's  first  homicide 
trial.  Pushed  by  the  partners  of  his 
(dis) reputable  law  firm  to  defend  a 
smalltown  Ontario  English  teacher 
suspected  of  killing  two  of  his 
students,  he's  saddled  with  a  case 
that  should  be  easy  enough  to  win, 
thanks  to  entirely  circumstantial 
evidence  and  a  thermos  filled  with 
enough  cocaine  to  last  Barth  until 
Christmas.  But  the  bravado  he  de- 
rives from  each  snort  is  menaced 
by  a  century-old  urban  legend  that 
threatens  his  suppressed  past  and 
his  case.  Lost  Girls  won  the  Arthur 
Ellis  Award  for  Best  First  Novel  in 
Canada,  and  received  internation- 
al acclaim,  being  named  a  Notable 
Book  Selection  in  the  New  York 
Times  Book  Review  and  the  London 
Evening  Standard  in  2000.  Univer- 
sal Pictures  snapped  up  the  film 
rights,  with  a  screenplay  currently 
in  development. 

Pyper's  latest  novel.  The  Trade 
Mission,  was  published  last  Sep- 
tember. The  story  is  set  in  Brazil, 
host  nation  of  the  Southern  Hemi- 
spheric E-Business  Conference 
where  two  Canadian  Internet 
prodigies,  Wallace  and  Bates,  have 
come  with  their  team  to  sell  their 
"vaporware"  venture,  Hypoth- 
eses, a  subscriber-based  website 
that  has  a  virtual  compendium  of 
contemporary  ethics  to  answer 
people's  hypothetical  questions, 
without  ensuring  moral  correct- 
ness but  universal  relativity. 

Currently  Pyper  is  at  work  on 
his  third  novel,  The  Wildfire  Sea- 
son, and  is  acting  as  Writer-In- 
Residence  at  the  Kitchener  Public 
Library.  He  has  previously  served 
as  Writer-ln-Residence  at  Berton 
House,  Dawson  City,  Yukon,  and 
at  Champlain  College  at  Trent 
University. 

The  Varsity  had  the  opportunity 
to  chat  with  the  U  of  T  alumnus 
about  his  writing  before  his  read- 
ing last  week  at  TREATS  V  (To- 
ronto Readings  By  English  Alumni, 
Teachers  &  Students)  at  University 
College. 

Dora  Emerson:  What's  the  typi- 
cal progress  of  an  idea  finding  a 
place  in  your  short  stories  and 
novels? 

Andrew  Pyper:  1  have  come  to 
think  of  stories  and  novels  not 
only  being  distinct  in  terms  of 
form,  but  also  by  their  origins.  For 
me,  short  stories  are  more  impro- 
vised, thought-bolts,  instinctual, 
whereas  novels  are  necessarily  de- 


liberate and  the  products  of  some 
planned  architecture.  This  is  not, 
by  the  way,  an  expression  of  hier- 
archy or  even  personal  preference. 
It's  just  the  way  I  come  at  them.  So 
the  translation  of  "idea":  image, 
argument,  character,  mood  into  a 
story  is  spontaneous.  It's  why  a  lot 
of  my  short  stories,  when  I  think 
of  them,  started  out  as  sentences 
somewhere  in  the  middle.  Just 
thoughts,  from  which  whole  narra- 
tives feel  their  way  out. 

My  novels,  are  the  other  hand, 
tend  to  be  syntheses  of  several 
ideas,  stitched  together  over  time. 
So  far,  each  novel  has  undergone 
at  least  a  full  year  or  two  or  four  of 
this  idea-assembly  before  the  writ- 
ing even  begins. 

DE:  Do  your  techniques  tend  to 
come  before  your  subjects? 

AP:  Neither  subject  nor  tech- 
nique comes  before  story.  But  what 
is  "story"?  Everything,  I  guess.  It's 
that  thing  that,  when  you  come  to 
talk  about  it  in  post-grad  courses, 
ends  up  sounding  like  bogus  for- 
mula. Better  to  leave  it  the  myste- 
rious— and  mysteriously  compel- 
ling— thing  that  it  is. 

DE:  Do  you  aim  at  certain  goals, 
or  do  they  occur  inherently  in 
your  writing? 

AP:  1  suppose  I  aim  for  very  gen- 
eral goals  in  undertaking  a  novel. 
They  could  only  be  expressed  in 
the  most  simple  terms.  For  exam- 
ple, in  writing  Lost  Girls,  I  thought  it 
would  be  cool  to  write  a  Victorian 
ghost  story  set  in  the  present  day. 
There  are  many  other  elements  to 
that  book,  but  at  the  back  of  my 
mind,  that  was  probably  the  finish 
line  1  wanted  to  cross. 

DE:  Out  of  all  your  writing  ac- 
tivities and  creative  ideas,  how 
do  you  decide  which  ones  to  pur- 
sue and  develop? 

AP:  A  novel  takes  so  much  time 
and  commitment  and  obsessive 
mental  energy  that  I  really  believe 
you  have  to  love  a  story  before 
you  undertake  it.  As  a  result,  I 
have  several  "ideas  for  a  novel" 
that  strike  me  as  great...  for  a  day. 
Then  they're  gone.  They're  one- 
night  stands.  1  think  the  ideas  that 
I  end  up  writing  about  are  the  ones 
that,  for  whatever  reason,  can  be 
nurtured  as  obsessions  for  four 
years  straight.  At  least. 

DE:  Your  novels  have  elements 
of  mystery  and  suspense,  like  a 
psychological  thriller.  Do  you 
think  in  terms  of  genre  when  you 
write? 

AP:  I  don't  think  of  genre  when 
I  write.  In  fact,  I  don't  really  think 
of  genre  when  I'm  reading,  for  that 
matter.  There  is  too  much  conser- 
vative, categorical  thinking  about 
genre  going  on  at  the  moment  in 
this  country  for  me  to  add  to  the 
problem  by  giving  it  too  much  cre- 
dence. Having  said  this,  1  am  aware 


From  law  school  to  lit  cool:  writer  Andrew  Pyper. 


that  there  are  bits  and  pieces  of 
what  is  generally  associated  with 
genre  writing  in  my  novels — sus- 
pense, plot,  a  mystery,  maybe  even 
a  ghost  or  gotcha!  or  two.  But  they 
are  borrowings,  subversions  at 
most,  1  think,  and  nothing  close  to 
an  adherence  to  formula. 

Lost  Girls  might  seem  like  a  mur- 
der mystery  at  first,  but  it  refuses 
to  comply  to  the  expectations  of 
that  form  as  it  goes  along.  In  other 
words,  1  use  whatever  I  can  get 
my  hands  on  to  achieve  certain 
effects,  but  not  at  the  expense  of 
submitting  to  any  strict  form. 

DE:  In  Lost  Girls  and  The  Trade 
Mission  you  have  focused  on 
pairs  of  youth,  specifically  youths 
of  promise.  Why  does  youth 
seem  to  be  one  of  your  central 
subjects? 

AP:  I  am  35  years  old.  An  age  to 
be  described,  most  charitably,  as 
"youngish".  Still  young  as  far  as 
novelists  go,  anyway.  For  the  past 
fifteen  years  of  my  life  that  1  have 
been  writing  seriously,  youth  has 
not  only  been  a  favoured  topic  and 
perspective,  but  I  was  young.  And 
you're  right — for  me,  there  is  noth- 
ing more  moving  and  haunting  or 
tragic  than  youthful  promise  that 
has  been  taken.  It's  why  the  lost 
girls  of  Lost  Girls  are  true  ghosts, 
and  why  Wallace  and  Bates  in  The 
Trade  Mission  act  not  as  "heroes" 
(in  the  Bruce  Willis  sense),  but  as 
the  fucked-up,  unpredictable,  self- 
dramatizing  creatures  we  know 
24-year-olds  to  be. 

DE:  What  is  the  most  important 
thing  in  your  opinion  that  readers 
get  from  your  novels? 

AP:  My  primary  wish  is  that  any- 
one who  reads  my  work — includ- 
ing those  who  read  it  without  lik- 
ing it — react  to  it;  feel  something, 
anything.  Sad,  frightened,  pissed 
off...  More  than  anything,  I  wish 
for  emotional  response. 

The  next  TREATS  reading  features 
author  Paul  Quarrington  on  Nov.  19 
at  University  College  (UC  179)  at  4: 
10  p.m. 
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Profuse  beats,  but  Prefuse  weak 


by  NICHOLAS  HINCKS 


What  can  artists  working  in  the 
outsider  avant-electro  genre 
offer  in  a  live  performance  that 
can't  be  derived  from  home  lis- 
tening? Last  Sunday's  Prefuse 
73  (otherwise  known  as  Atlanta 
mixmaster  Scott  Herren)  show  at 
Lee's  Palace  offered  wildly  differ- 


ent approaches  to  the  problem 
posed. 

The  crowd  at  Lee's  was  typi- 
cal gentrified  hip-hop — hipster 
white  guys  rocked  murkily-co- 
loured hoodies  and  neck  beards, 
doing  their  best  to  appear 
uninterested.  Their  physical 
response  to  the  show  involved  a 
lot  of  head  bobbing,  and  the  only 


people  dancing  shouldn't  have 
been.  The  venue,  however,  was 
packed,  and  there  was  visible 
excitement  about  seeing  Prefuse. 
The  sound  was  crisp  and  clear 
and  much  better  than  most  other 
Toronto  clubs. 

Antipop  Consortium's  Beans, 
touring  in  support  of  his  electro 
hip-hop  solo  debut  (Tomorrow 
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Right  Now),  opened  for  Prefuse 
in  a  bill  that  featured  four  acts  in 
total.  Beans  rapped  over  canned 
beats,  his  braggadocio  and  sexu- 
al posturing  held  the  audience's 
rapt  attention  to  his  staccato 
rhymes  that  clashed  with  his 
glitchy  electro  beats.  He  per- 
formed several  tracks  from  his 
new  album  and  a  couple  of  Anti- 
pop  Consortium  burners,  which 
elicited  a  bit  more  response  from 
the  otherwise  reserved  crowd, 
and  a  couple  of  very  nice  new 
tracks  that  featured  some  seri- 
ously banging  beats.  He  opened 
and  closed  his  set  with  impres- 
sive a  cappella  rhymes  and  held 
the  crowd  in  the  pocket  of  his 
tight-fitting  pants  throughout 
the  set. 

In  contrast  to  Beans'  minimal 
set-up,  Prefuse  73's  Herren  added 
a  drummer  and  turntablist  while 
he  worked  the  sampler.  Playing 
an  almost  equal  distribution  of 
tracks  from  his  debut  album  {Vo- 
cal Studies  and  Uprock  Narratives), 
his  sophomore  release  {One  Word 
Extinguisher),  and  unreleased  ma- 
terial, Prefuse  had  something  for 
fans  old  and  new.  Unfortunately, 
their  performance  lacked  the  per- 
sonality, charisma,  and  sexuality 
that  made  Beans'  performance  so 
enthralling.  The  added  musicians 
provided  a  fresh  element,  but  all 
three  remained  hidden  behind 
their  instruments,  avoiding  eye 
contact  and  certainly  not  saying 
a  word.  They  could  have  taken 
a  page  out  of  fellow  electro  odd- 
ball Manitoba's  book — when  he 
played  Lee's  also  with  a  trio  last 
year,  they  rocked  the  house,  en- 
ergetic and  fun,  even  without  ac- 
tually saying  much  to  the  crowd. 

There's  no  doubt  that  the  mu- 
sic from  both  Beans  and  Prefuse 


was  superlative,  but  Beans  was 
the  showman — he  engaged  the 
crowd  and  left  them  wanting 
more.  Prefuse,  on  the  other  hand, 
added  little  to  their  show.  It  was 
nice  to  see  Herren  with  others 
who  enjoyed  his  music,  but  with 
neither  stage  presence  nor  a  par- 
ticipatory audience,  I  found  little 
reason  to  see  him  again  instead 
of  continuing  to  buy  and  enjoy 
his  new  releases  in  the  comfort  of 
my  own  home,  where  I  can  dance 
and  the  hipsters  won't  make  fun 
of  me. 


ARTS  MEETING! 

Calling  all  writers! 

There  will  be 
an  Arts  section 
meeting  this 
Thursday  (Nov. 
13)  at  6  p.m. 
at  the  Varsity 
office  (corner 
of  Sussex  and 
Huron,  behind 
Robarts  Library). 
New  (and  old!) 
volunteers  are 
welcome. 
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Edgar  Degas'  Little  Dancer,  Aged  Fourteen. 


OLE  HAUPT/COURTESr  INTERNATIONAL  ARTS 


Degas'  dancers 


by  PHUONG  NGUYEN 


In  his  time,  Edgar  Degas  (1834- 
1917)  was  called  the  "greatest  liv- 
ing sculptor"  (despite  owing  much 
of  his  fame  to  painting)  by  Pierre- 
Auguste  Renoir.  Many  of  the  150 
sculptures  restored  from  the 
artist's  Paris  studio  are  currently 
on  display  at  the  Art  Gallery  of  On- 
tario. The  AGO  is  the  sole  Canadian 
venue  to  exhibit  the  sculptures  by 
the  renowned  French  19"'-century 
artist — Degas  Sculptures  presents 
73  bronzes  from  the  Ny  Carlsberg 
Glypotek  museum  in  Copenhagen, 
only  one  of  four  complete  sets  any- 
where in  the  world. 

Born  into  a  wealthy  Parisian 
family,  Degas  attended  the  Ecole 
des  Beaux-Arts  to  study  painting 
under  the  tutelage  of  Louis  La- 
mothe,  who  himself  was  a  pupil 
of  Jean-August  Dominique  Ingres, 
the  great  French  classicist.  Degas 
was  greatly  influenced  by  Ingres's 
traditional  composition  of  images, 
and  by  Japanese  ukiyo-e  masters 
like  Hokusai  with  their  bold  use  of 
lines,  colour  and  space. 

These  influences  can  be  seen 
in  the  unusual  perspectives  and 
poses  of  Degas'  sculptures,  from 
his  horses  in  natural  motion  to 
his  dancers  captured  going  about 
their  usual  routines.  By  choos- 
ing to  sculpt  dancers  from  these 
angles,  Degas  adopted  the  unusual 
perspective  of  the  Japanese  art 
that  influenced  many  other  Im- 
pressionists. 

There  are  seven  rooms  of  the 
main  exhibition  floor  of  the  AGO 
devoted  to  the  restored  sculptures, 
The  sculptures  are  all  representa- 
tive of  Degas'  main  areas  of  inter- 
est in  art:  cart  races  and  horses, 
nude  female  bathers,  and  especial- 
ly his  ballet  dancers.  According  to 
the  exhibit  notes,  "no  artist  before 
or  since  has  been  so  closely  asso- 
ciated with  the  subject." 

The  seminal  piece  of  work,  and 
the  only  one  Degas  ever  exhibited 
in  his  time,  is  Little  Dancer,  Aged 
Fourteen.  At  Sixth  Impressionist 
exhibition  of  1881  in  Paris,  Degas 
showed  his  original  wax  sculpture 
of  this  piece  to  the  public,  who 
received  it  with  disappointing 
reviews.  The  tinted  wax  sculpture 
dressed  in  a  real  tulle  tutu  wear- 


ing a  wig  tied  with  a  satin  ribbon 
appalled  many  of  the  traditional 
lovers  of  sculpture,  who  dismissed 
the  piece  as  "ugly"  and  "revolt- 
ing". 

The  classic  sculpture  has  an 
interesting  story  behind  it — Ma- 
ria von  Goethem,  the  inspiration 
behind  Little  Dancer,  Aged  Fourteen, 
was  a  Parisian-born  dancer  from 
a  working-class  Belgian  fam- 
ily. She  lived  with  her  parents  in 
the  red-light  district  around  the 
Moulin  Rouge,  and  after  working 
as  a  talented  dancer  at  the  Paris 
Opera,  she  was  expelled  for  miss- 
ing classes  and  disappeared.  Little 
else  is  known  about  her  and  it  is 
suspected  that  the  young  dancer 
took  up  prostitution.  Edgar  Degas 
had  a  certain  paternal  compas- 
sion for  his  models,  especially  the 
ballerina  dancers  that  he  painted 
and  sculpted.  As  a  14-year-old, 
von  Goethem  posed  for  Degas, 
and  while  most  of  his  dancer  fig- 
ures are  devoid  of  distinct  facial 


features,  the  attention  to  detail  in 
Little  Dancer — from  her  real  tutu 
and  hair  to  her  serene  expres- 
sion— sets  it  apart. 

During  his  lifetime.  Degas 
worked  largely  in  wax  and  clay  be- 
cause of  the  freedom  it  gave  him  to 
change  the  pieces  as  he  sculpted, 
but  Little  Dancer  and  many  other 
Degas  sculptures  were  cast  in 
bronze  following  the  artist's  death 
in  1917  by  the  Hebrard  foundry  of 
Paris  under  the  direct  supervision 
of  Degas'  heirs.  The  bronzes  are 
noted  for  their  stark  likeness  to  the 
originals  right  down  to  the  details. 

Degas  Sculptures  runs  at  the  Art 
Gallery  of  Ontario  until  January  4, 
2004.  Tfie  AGO  is  presenting  several 
lectures  related  to  ttie  exhibit,  includ- 
ing a  slide  show  on  Nov.  12  at  6:30 
p.m.,  and  a  lecture  by  prima  ballerina 
Veronica  Tennant  on  Dec.  10  at  7: 
30  p.m.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.ago.net 


You  know  how  to  act.  You  have  the  training.  Now  what? 

Consider  the  Acting  for  Fflra  &  Television  (Intensive)  Program 

Because  film,  television,  and  theatre  pose  different  challenges. 

Aimed  at  university  performance  program  graduates 

•  work  on  professional  film  sets 

•  work  with  professional  directors,  film  crews,  camera  operators 
'  develop  your  own  reel/dvd 

•  runs  from  May  to  August 


FBI.  NOV.  14 
BASKETBALL  DOUBLEHEADER 

vs.  Laurier 

Women  -  6  p.m. /Men  -  8  p.m. 

Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 

SAT.  NOV.  15 
BASKETBALL  DOUBLEHEADER 

vs.  Waterloo 

Women  -  6  p.m.  /  Men  8  p.m. 

Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 

SUN.  NOV.  16 
WOMEiy'S  HOCKEY 

vs.  York  -  7:30  p.m. 

Varsity  Arena 


Check  our  www.varsityblues.ca  for  more  information. 
U  ofT  students  free  with  valid  Student  Card. 


Fast-track  Your  Career  this  Winter!  Sheridan 


Special  February  2  Start  •  Computer  Science  Technology 

.  Architectural  Technology       "  •  Crafts  and  Design 

.  Art  Fundamentals  •  Police  Foundations 

•  Bachelor  of  Applied  Information  Sciences  •  Registered  Nurse  Refresher*  (March  start) 
(Information  Systems  Security)  •  Telecommunications  Technology 

or  Start  January  5 

•  Animal  Care  •  General  Arts  and  Science 

•  Business  •  Human  Resource  Management* 

•  Computer  Animation*  •  Information  Technologies  Support  Services 

•  Computer  Programmer  •  Office  Administration 

•  Computer  Science  Technology  (Direct  Entry)  •  Personal  Support  Worker 

•  Cosmetic  Techniques  and  Management  •  Quality  Assurance  Manufacturing  and 

•  Early  Childhood  Education  Management* 

•  Environmental  Control*  •  Registered  Nurse  Refresher* 

•  Esthetician  •  Social  Service  Worker 

*Graduate  certificate  program 

www.sheridaninstitute.ca 

Experience  Exceptional  Opportunities  at  Sheridan! 

Receive  a  Calendar  e:  sheridan@data-media-inc.com  t:  416-657-2015 

Sheridan  College  Institute  of  Technology  and  Advanced  Learning,  1430  Trafalgar  Road,  Oakville,  ON  L6H  2L1  905-845-9430  www.sheridaninstitute.ca 


•  General  Arts  and  Science 

•  Human  Resource  Management* 

•  Information  Technologies  Support  Services 

•  Office  Administration 

•  Personal  Support  Worker 

•  Quality  Assurance  Manufacturing  and 
Management* 

•  Registered  Nurse  Refresher* 

•  Social  Service  Worker 
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Soccer  speaks  out 

Ineligibility  an  ''honest  mistake" 
says  team  captain 


Behind  every  Redman 
is  a  good  woman 


ANDREW  DOBROWLSKYJ  C/0  MCGILL  UNIVERSITY  ATHLETICS  DEPI 


National  team  goalie  Kim  St.-Pierre  dons  a  McGill  Redmen  uniform  during  an  exiiibition  game  earlier 
this  season  to  become  the  first  woman  to  play  for  the  men's  hoclcey  team.  An  Olympic  gold  medalist, 
St.-Pierre  is  the  third-string  goalie  for  the  men's  team.  The  Redmen  host  the  Blues  this  Friday,  Nov.  14. 


by  DAVID  SILVERMAN  

After  guiding  ttie  national  women's 
hockey  team  to  back-to-back  world 
championships  and  a  gold  medal  at 
the  2002  Salt  Lake  City  Winter  Games, 
starting  goaltender  Kim  St-Pierre  is 
trying  something  new. 

The  fifth-year  kinesiology  student 
at  McGill  University  will  be  put  to 
the  test,  as  she  becomes  the  second 
women's  hockey  player  in  Cana- 
dian university  history  to  lace  up  the 
skates  with  a  men's  team.  After  four 
years  of  breaking  records  and  win- 
ning awards,  including  the  2003  Cana- 
dian interuniversity  female  athlete  of 
the  year  for  backstopping  the  McGill 
Martlets,  St-Pierre  made  the  Redmen 
squad  as  the  third  string  goalie. 

Although  most  people,  including 
St-Pierre,  thought  she  wouldn't  get 
any  ice  time,  it  took  all  of  one  exhibi- 
tion game  to  insert  her  in  the  lineup. 
On  Oct.  3,  2003  the  accomplished 


SPORTS  BRIEFS 


WATERPOLO 

The  Blues  women's  and  men's 
waterpolo  teams  annihilated 
York  last  Wednesday  in  an  all-out 
cross-city  water  polo  battle. 

In  the  first  half  of  the  women's 
game.  Blues  veteran  Kerry  Mosh- 
er  lit  up  the  scoreboard  with 
her  talented  skip  shot,  scoring 
four  unanswered  goals.  Kirsten 
Sagdnowski  joined  Mosher  by  us- 
ing her  brute  force  in  the  hole  and 
scored  two  goals. 

18-year  old  Laura  Wensley 
couldn't  let  her  teammates  take 
all  the  glory  and  she  put  in  two 


goaltender  became  the  first  woman 
in  McGill's  128-year  history  to  play 
for  the  men's  varsity  team,  and  the 
second  woman  in  Canadian  univer- 
sity history,  after  Lesley  Reddon  from 
the  University  of  New  Brunswick 
(1994-1996),  to  play  for  any  men's 
hockey  team. 

The  24-year  old  from  Chateaugay, 
Quebec  came  in  midway  through  the 
second  period  in  McGill's  opening 
game  against  St-Mary's.  She  saved 
nine  of  11  shots  faced  in  29  minutes 
and  48  seconds,  but  was  charged 
with  the  loss.  St-Pierre  had  a  much 
tougher  time  the  next  night  against 
the  Acadia  Axemen,  allowing  7  goals 
on  18  shots. 

St-Pierre  has  said  that  she  knows 
she  probably  will  not  get  to  play  in 
many  games,  but  that  this  is  the 
best  opportunity  to  play  at  a  higher 
level  and  a  good  way  to  improve. 
Both  St-Pierre  and  her  coach  Martin 
Raymond  know  that  the  adjustment 


very  accurate  shots  in  the  first 
and  fourth  quarters,  joined  with 
her  teammate  Charlotte  Vieth's 
goal  in  the  first. 

Defense  was  strong  too.  "The 
team  could  not  have  done  so  well, 
without  our  great  goalies,"  says 
coach  John  Goodoy. 

The  Blues  women  shut  York 
down  with  10  goals,  only  letting 
one  shot  by  York  vet  Jen  Johnson 
slip  by  in  third  period  play. 

After  the  women's  game,  the 
men's  team  easily  handled  York 
with  a  15  -  4  victory.  Both  teams 
are  looking  to  improve  their  re- 
cords further  in  games  at  McMas- 
ter  this  coming  weekend.-JONA- 
THAN  COUTTS-ZAWADZKI 


to  the  speed  and  physical  play  of  the 
men's  game  will  be  a  difficult  chal- 
lenge. "It  will  take  time  for  Kim  to  get 
comfortable  facing  shots  travelling  at 
a  much  higher  speed"  says  Raymond. 

Since  the  regular  season  began, 
Raymond  has  stuck  with  his  number 
one  goaltender  for  the  winless  Red- 
men  but  did  say  he  is  entertaining  the 
possibility  of  giving  St-Pierre  some 
ice  time  in  the  near  future.  "1  will 
discuss  it  with  my  coaching  staff,  but 
the  goal  is  to  win  games  and  continue 
a  successful  program  at  McGill,"  said 
coach  Raymond. 

What  is  abundantly  clear  is  that  St- 
Pierre  will  have  to  earn  her  keep  on 
the  Redmen  roster.  Raymond  made 
it  clear  that  having  her  on  the  team 
is  not  a  marketing  stunt  or  media 
ploy  to  generate  interest  in  Redmen 
hockey:  "we  hope  that  our  play  on 
the  ice  will  do  that,"  he  said.  Kim  St- 
Pierre  and  the  Redmen  host  the  Blues 
this  Friday,  Nov.  14. 


CROSSCOUNTRY 

This  weekend  in  Moncton,  N.B., 
home  of  the  magnetic  hill  and 
maritime  charm,  Varsity  Blues 
cross  country  captain  Sandy  Wells 
bounded  to  a  fourth  place  finish  at 
the  Canadian  Interuniversity  Sport 
(CIS)  championships.  Wells  finished 
the  course  with  a  time  of  18:25: 
62,  which,  though  just  shy  of  get- 
ting her  on  the  podium,  was  good 
enough  to  secure  her  All-Canadian 
honours,  and  a  spot  at  the  World 
University  Cross  Country  Champi- 
onship in  CoUegno,  Italy  in  March. 
U  of  T's  women's  team,  last  year's 
CIS  champions,  finished  in  seventh 
place  overall.-RA 


by  AMANDA  OLSON 

VARSITY  STAFF 


It's  been  just  over  a  week  since 
an  eligibility  mistake  cut  short 
the  men's  soccer  team's  play-off 
dreams,  and  captain  Rob  Rupf  is 
excited  to  get  back  to  his  home- 
work. 

"It  was  almost  a  pleasure  com- 
ing back  and  doing  school  work  as 
scary  as  that  sounds,"  says  Rupf. 

Not  so  scary  when  you  under- 
stand he  and  the  rest  of  the  team 
have  been  putting  in  long  hours 
with  the  athletics  department's 
administration  since  the  OUA  an- 
nounced on  Oct.  30  that  the  Blues 
had  forfeited  their  whole  season 
for  fielding  player  Tom  Kouzmanis. 

It  was  discovered  last  month  that 
in  2001  Kouzmanis  broke  CIS  rules 
by  playing  for  both  the  Blues  and 
a  professional  club  in  the  same 
year,  and  not  waiting  the  one  year 
period  required  between  profes- 
sional and  amateur  play.  CIS  rules 
required  Kouzmanis  be  penalized  a 
year  of  eligibility  for  his  infraction. 
Now  with  his  period  of  eligibility 
reduced  from  five  to  four  years, 
Kouzmanis'  2003  season  was  ef- 
fectively one  over  the  limit.  Bad 
news  for  the  Blues,  since  all  games 
he  played  would  now  be  counted  as 
losses  and  he  played  in  them  all. 

The  saga  sparked  local  and 
national  media  interest,  but  this 
week  some  positive  press  came 
the  men's  soccer  team's  way.  Rupf 
was  named  the  North/West  OUA 
MVP  and  selected  for  the  division 
first  tier  all-star  team.  Other  Blues 
who  made  the  cut  were  George 
Davis,  Michel  D'Angelo,  and  Sean 
Meyers.  Davis  was  also  named  the 
divisional  rookie  of  the  year,  while 
head  coach  John  Vidovich  nabbed 
the  North/West's  coach  of  the  year 
honours. 

Rupf  was  also  named  a  Canadian 
Interuniversity  Sport  (CIS)  first 
string  all-Canadian.  But,  though 
he  says  he  appreciates  the  recog- 
nition, Rupf  isn't  revelling  in  his 
awards. 

"It's  an  honour  to  be  recognized 
by  all  the  coaches  within  the  OUA 
conference  [who  vote  on  the  ath- 
lete selection],"  explains  Rupf,  "but 
for  me,  the  ultimate  goal  was  to  go 
to  and  win  the  nationals." 

This  year's  team  with  its  high  lev- 
el of  talent  and  depth  was  capable 
of  reaching  that  goal.  "Our  starting 
11?  We  didn't  have  one.  We  had  a 
starting  16,"  says  Rupf,  adding  that 
"of  the  five  years  I've  been  here, 
this  was  the  best  team  I've  been 
associated  with." 

Rupf  describes  the  team's  reac- 
tion to  the  bad  news  the  day  they 
showed  up  for  their  last  practice 
before  the  play-offs.  Head  of  the 
soccer  program  Jim  Lefkos,  coach 
Vidovich,  and  Kouzmanis  brought 
the  team  up  to  speed.  The  main 
feeling  was  frustration,  Rupf  says, 
from  not  knowing  what  was  going 
on  or  what  would  happen.  Then 
there  was  the  element  of  pure 
shock.  "It  just  sort  of  blind-sided 
us,"  he  says. 

Pierre  Grossi,  a  four-year  team 


vet,  sums  up  his  reaction  simply: 
"it  killed  me." 

"1  had  the  same  reaction  as  every 
guy  on  the  team.  I  was  devastated," 
Grossi  adds.  He  explains  how  close 
he  and  his  teammates  had  become 
in  the  short  season — "this  was  our 
life  for  two  or  three  months. ..I  was 
close  to  tears.  Some  guys  were  in 
tears,"  he  said. 

Both  Grossi  and  Rupf  say  the 
team  isn't  holding  a  grudge  against 
Kouzmanis  and  have  remained 
close,  scrimmaging  and  going  out 
pubbing  as  part  of  the  healing 
process.  "Everyone  knows  this  was 
an  honest  mistake,"  says  Rupf,  re- 
iterating the  team's  solidarity.  "We 
didn't  cheat.  If  he  [had  thought] 
he  was  ineligible,  bottom  line,  he 
wouldn't  have  played.  Tommy  is 
still  a  vital  part  of  the  team,"  Rupf 
says.  Kouzmanis  has  been  involved 
with  the  team  for  the  past  ten  years 
as  both  a  coach  and  player. 

"We  didn't  cheat.  If 
he  {had  thought}  he 
was  ineligible,  bottom 
line,  he  wouldn't 
have  played.  Tommy 
is  still  a  vital  part  of 
the  team"-7e<?//?  captain 
Robert  Rupf 

But  while  the  events  left  the  team 
feeling  frustration  and  devastation 
in  the  short  term,  Grossi  says  since 
first  finding  out  about  the  situation 
they've  been  working  hard  with  the 
athletics  administration  to  first  try 
to  appeal  the  ruling  and  then  after 
that  failed,  to  turn  the  situation 
around. 

The  scandal  has  motivated  the 
program  to  turn  words  into  ac- 
tions. "This  made  us  realize  how 
special  and  how  unique  [the  Blues 
soccer  program]  is,"  says  Grossi. 
The  team  now  plans  to  organize 
an  alumni  newsletter,  increase 
fundraising  events,  head  on  a 
possible  trip  overseas,  and  host  a 
high  school  tournament  to  aid  in 
recruiting. 

Meanwhile,  the  CIS  continues  its 
investigation.  The  unpleasant  pos- 
sibility of  further  sanctions  for  U  of 
T  from  both  the  CIS  and  the  OUA 
loom,  but  Rupf  and  Grossi  stress 
the  team  is  looking  to  the  future. 
"We  were  devastated,"  says  Grossi, 
"but  we've  taken  those  feelings 
and  turned  them  into  something 
positive." 


CoiTection: 

The  Varsity  would  like  to  make  cor- 
rections to  the  Basketball  101  (Nov. 
6)  and  the  Hockey  101  (Oct.  15)  OUA 
previews.  Stephanie  Kolanos,  named 
in  the  women's  basketball  preview, 
is  not  on  this  year's  roster.  Centre 
Frank  Palotta  and  goalie  George 
Ellard,  named  in  the  men's  hockey 
preview,  are  not  playing  for  the  Blues 
this  season.  We  apologize  for  the 
mistakes,  and  to  those  more  deserv- 
ing athletes  who  were  overlooked. 
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Doing  things  the  Wright  way 

U  of  T  alumnus  and  CFL  commissioner  Tom  Wright  on  big-league 
football,  rugby,  and  the  road  to  the  Grey  Cup 


byMATTSOMERS 

VARSITY  STAFF 


CFL  Commissioner  Tom  Wright  is 
one  of  the  busiest  men  in  Canada, 
what  with  the  recent  sale  of  the 
Argos,  the  league  playoffs  in  full 
swing,  and  the  Grey  Cup  looming 
larger  than  an  oncoming  sixteen- 
wheeler.  Despite  it  all,  he  still  found 
time  to  reminisce  and  talk  football 
with  the  Varsity. 

"1  have  a  lot  of  fond  memories  of  U 
of  T,"  recalled  Wright,  who  attended 
the  faculty  of  phys-ed  here  back 
in  the  mid-70s.  1  remember  going 
down  to  the  cafeteria  at  Hart  House 
for  coffee  all  the  time." 

The  commissioner  described  his 
four  years  on  campus  as  a  stress- 
ful, yet  positive  experience.  "In  the 
faculty  of  phys-ed  you  have  to  take 
sciences  and  all  sorts  of  classes. 
They  helped  me  develop  time-man- 
agement skills  and  they  taught  me 
to  have  some  fun  and  enjoy  life." 

Wright  has  been  an  avid  sports 
fan  and  athlete  throughout  his  life. 
"I  have  always  loved  football  and 
played  on  teams  in  high  school  and 
university,"  he  said.  "1  played  touch 
football  for  a  good  15  years  after  1 
finished  university.  All  this  helped 
me  to  understand  and  appreciate 
the  game."  The  game  that  now  eats 
up  all  of  his  time. 

Ironically,  he  never  made  the 
Blues  football  team.  Instead,  Wright 
played  varsity  rugby.  "1  especially 
enjoyed  playing  York,"  he  said. 
"They  were  definitely  the  power- 
house team  at  the  time." 

There  were  also  many  nights 
where  the  commissioner  could 
be  found  taking  in  a  Blues  hockey 
game  at  Varsity  Arena,  or  where 
he  could  be  found  on  the  gridiron 
in  intramural  action.  Wright  played 


for  the  faculty  of  phys-ed  against 
the  other  faculties  and  colleges  on 
campus  for  the  chance  to  hoist  the 
prestigious  Mulock  Cup.* 

"There  are  lots  of  memories  of 
playing  in  the  Mulock  Cup  against 
St.  Mike's,"  Wright  said.  "They 
would  always  want  to  beat  you,  and 
beat  you  up." 

Tom  Wright  has  kept  himself 
extremely  busy  since  receiving  his 
honours  degree  in  phys-ed  at  U  of  T. 
He  went  on  to  earn  his  M.BA.  from 
York  after  his  graduation. 

Despite  the  cross-town  schooling, 
there  are  no  misplaced  allegiances 
for  Wright.  "I  spent  more  time — four 
years — at  U  of  T  than  1  did  at  York.  1 
consider  myself  a  good  alumnus." 

His  two  different  degrees  fulfilled 
two  very  separate  needs  and  de- 
sires. "Phys-ed  is  physically  com- 
petitive and  business  is  more  men- 
tally and  financially  competitive.  1 
have  always  liked  sports  and  I  have 
always  liked  business  and  the  busi- 
ness side  of  sports.  I  have  been  able 
to  marry  both  degrees  in  a  sense  by 
working  in  sports  management  and 
as  the  CFL  commisioner." 

Indeed,  his  various  jobs  since 
finishing  his  second  degree  have 
merged  his  interest  in  sports  with 
his  interest  in  business.  Wright 
worked  for  Spalding  for  a  time,  be- 
fore becoming  president  of  Adidas 
Canada  in  1988.  He  held  the  job  for 
13  years. 

Working  at  Adidas  helped  pre- 
pare Wright  for  his  current  post  as 
CFL  head  honcho.  "At  Adidas  1  was 
president  and  had  to  run  the  com- 
pany, much  like  what  I  do  with  the 
CFL.  The  CFL  is  also  a  business  that 
must  be  run  and  managed." 

In  November  2002,  Wright  was 
named  the  11th  commissioner  in 
CFL  history.  He  took  over  from  the 


highly  opinionated  Michael  Lysko, 
Who  was  fired  for  criticizing  former 
Argos  owner  Sherwood  Schwartz. 

"1  don't  think  there  is  an  average 
day  on  the  job  for  me,"  commented 
the  commissioner.  "I  spend  a  lot  of 
time  with  each  of  the  nine  clubs,  I 
spend  time  with  sponsors,  1  spend 
time  meeting  with  the  government 
that  supports  the  league,  and  1 
spend  time  with  the  media  conduct- 
ing interviews.  The  variety  makes 
the  job  interesting — there  is  cer- 
tainly no  set  routine." 

From  there  the  conversation 
turned  back  to  football.  New  own- 
ers in  Hamilton  and  Toronto  are  the 
recent  successes  of  the  CFL.  Wright 
is  thrilled  to  have  Bob  Young  aboard 
in  Hamilton  and  Dave  Cynamon  and 
Howard  Sokolowski  take  the  helm  of 
the  Argonaut  ship. 

"Young  is  a  great  fan  of  the  Ti- 
cats,  as  he  grew  up  in  Ancaster,  and 
loves  the  city  and  the  team,"  Wright 
said.  "The  new  Toronto  owners  are 
very  passionate  and  will  make  the 
game  attractive  and  fun  for  the 
fans." 

With  that  said,  the  Grey  Cup,  pin- 
nacle of  CFL  excitement,  took  over 
Wright's  thoughts.  The  game  is  this 
Sunday,  Nov.  16,  in  Regina. 

"All  the  games  have  been  exciting 
so  far,"  said  Wright  about  the  play- 
offs to  date.  "Toronto  is  a  wonderful 
Cinderella  story,  going  through  a 
lot  of  adversity  and  having  success 
under  duress."  On  Sunday  night,  the 
Argos  lost  to  the  Montreal  Alou- 
ettes  in  the  semi-finals,  30-26. 

Wright  continued  with  his  playoff 
analysis.  Although  he  thought  that 
the  Saskatchewan  Roughriders  had 
a  good  chance  to  actually  play  for 
the  Grey  Cup  at  home,  "the  Edmon- 
ton Eskimos  have  made  the  playoffs 
for  the  32nd  year  in  a  row,  which  is  a 


COURTESY  OF  THE CFL 


CFL  Commissioner  Tom  Wright  is  Blue  through  and  through,  but 
while  at  U  of  T  it  was  rugby  he  played,  not  football. 


pro  record.  They  have  such  a  great 
tradition  of  success."  Edminton 
beat  out  Sasketchewan  30-23  on 
Sunday  night. 

As  the  conversation  neared  its 
conclusion,  Wright  looked  towards 
the  future.  He  emphasized  the 
value  of  university  football  in  this 
country. 

"College,  CIS,  and  amateur  foot- 
ball are  important  to  the  strength  of 
the  league,"  he  said.  "They  are  the 
future  of  fans,  players,  trainers,  and 
coaches.  University  football  hooks 
students  on  the  game  and  they  go 
on  to  careers  in  the  CFL." 


As  a  last  thought,  Wright  added 
that  he  would  be  in  favour  of  the  Ar- 
gos and  Blues  sharing  a  stadium — if 
the  opportunity  arose.  "It  is  a  great 
idea  if  it  works  down  the  road.  It 
happens  at  the  McGill  stadium 
in  Montreal,  it  works  in  Calgary, 
and  we  might  see  that  happen  at 
Ivor  Wynne  Stadium  in  Hamilton.  1 
would  be  in  favour  of  that." 

*The  Mulock  Cup  was  awarded  to  the 
intramural  tackle  football  champions 
until  1993,  when  that  league  ended. 
It  has  been  re-dedicated  to  the  rugby 
league 


Classifieds 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKE  FERS 

416-459-0808 -GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED! 

Make  extra  money  while  helping  others 
by  becoming  a  Xytex  Sperm  Donor.  Ages 
18-38.  Call  416-924-3021  today! 

CHRISTMAS  GIFT  WRAPPERS 

Creative  individuals,  locations-Down- 
town Toronto,  North  York,  Richmond 
Hill,  Thornhill,  Mississauga.  Managers 
to  $9.75/hour  -i-  bonuses.  Wrappers  to 
$775/hour  Full/Part  time,  December 
1-24,  416-.5.33-9727. 

KID'S  CAMP 

Near  Montreal  hiring  staff  for  High- 
Ropers/Climbing  Walls,  Waterski,  Golf, 
Kayak,  Sail,  Canoe,  Windsurf,  Swim, 
Basketball,  Tennis,  Soccer,  Baseball,  Pot- 
tery, Arts&Crafts,  Beadmaking,  Musical 
Theatre,  Dance,  Photo,  Archery,  Gym- 
nastics, +  NURSING  STUDENT  to  assist 
doctor,  -t-  Cabin  Counsellors  for  8  yr.  old 
boys  groups,  www.pripsteinscamp.com 
email  CV  to:  CAMP@BELLNET.CA 

SELF-MOTIVATED  STUDENTS 

To  place  posters  on  poles  around  the 
university,  good  pay  rate,  international 
students  welcome.  Details:  416-280-6113. 


DOWNTOWN  PARKING  AVAILABLE 

Indoor  parking  in  a  modern  condo 
building  w/security.  60  Homewood  Ave, 
between  Maitland  and  Cariton,  1  block 
East  of  Jarvis.  $60  p/month  or  1  year  for 
$600.  For  info  call  (416)  530-9717 

MONTREAL@NEW  YEARS 

Downtown  Hotel  and  Bus.  Dec.  30-Jan 
I.  From  $169/Quad.  Book  now  and 
SAVE!!  BAR  HOP  Dec.  30th.  Guaranteed 
Lowest  Price.  Book  Friends  GO  FREE!! 
www.Rooms2Party.com  Thames  Travel 
(Todd)  1-800-962-8262 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compuflow.  416/539-9443. 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr. 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  -i-. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  1  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 

ACADEMIC  COACHING 

Dedicated  personal  coach  specializing 
in  helping  graduate  students  achieve 
their  academic  goals.  Lacking  motiva- 
tion? Feeling  isolated?  Swamped  with 
midtermy?  Stuck  with  thesis?  I  can  help. 
Give  Angela  a  call  at  416-561-6889  or 
email  angela.shik@sympatico.ca  Free 
initial  consultation. 

SAFE-EFFECTIVE-NATURAL 
WEIGHT  LOSS 

Personal  follow-up  &  guaranteed  results, 
416-697-3762. 


ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies,  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessav@bellnet.ca 

APPLYING  TO  THE  FACULTY  OF 
EDUCATION? 

Maximize  your  admissions  potential.  Con- 
tact teacher_success@hotmail.com.  Very 
reasonable  flat  consultation  fee  of  $75.00. 


TUTOR  FOR  ESSAY  WRITERS 

Certified  teacher  [M.A.J.  Get  the  help 
you  need!  Humanities  and  ESLstudents. 
For  appointment  call  416-503-2010  or  e- 
mail  glenn7777@idirect.com 

COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C,  C-i~i-,  Data  Structures.  Tutoring, 
Exam  Review,  Programming  Lessons.  Ed 
416-785-5115  students  @cstutoring.com 

MATHEMATICS  TUTORING 

Calculus,  Linear  Algebra  etc.  -  private 
tutoring,  $16  for  one  and  a  half  hours, 
Marvin  Hersh,  416-534-3736.  (Have  and 
A  in  Math  157Y,  was  a  Math  TA,  am  very 
patient). 


GET  TOP  MARKS 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience,  special- 
izing in  MATH  133,  135,  136,  235;  CHM 
138,  139,  247;  ECO  220;  STA  220;  PHYS 
110.  Past  tests  and  exams  available  for 
practice,  (416)  785-8898. 


ESSAY  HELP  -  RESEARCH  &  WRITING 

All  subjects,  including  Humanities. 
Business,  Philosophy  and  more...  Also: 
GRADUATE  SCHOOL  APPLICATIONS  for 
M.B.A.,  Law  School,  Teaching  degree... 
Call  416-753-8377. 

ESSAY  DUE? 

Let  a  high-school  English  teacher  and 
published  author  edit  your  paper  Cheap 
rates.  Call  The  Essay  Doctor  416-256- 
4810.  Email  essaydoc22@hotmail.com. 

THOROUGH,  FAST  EDITING 

Of  theses,  term  papers,  applications. 
Expertise  in  human  rights,  worid  busi- 
ness, English  literature.  Resume  avail- 
able upon  request.  Call  V.  Smith,  (416) 
690-2576. 


Advertise  in  The  Varsity 
Call  418-946-7604 


Varsity   Classifieds   cost    $11.00   for    25   words.    ($9.00    each    for   6    or   more    ads.)   Student   rate:    $7.00    for   non-business   ads.    $0.25    for  each 
word    after    25.    Rates    include    one    line    (up    to    21    characters    including    spaces)    of    BOLD    type    for   the    ad    header.    Additional    bold  type 
$2.00.    No    copy    changes   after   submission,    no    telephone    ads.    Submit    in    person    or   send    with    payment    to:    Varsity    Classifieds,    21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Ibesday  issue -Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 
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MAXIM  Club  Tour 

JIT^  Canada's  Search  for  the  Corns  Light  Mmim  Girl 


DO  TWINS  COUNT 
AS  ONE  CONTESTANT? 

(YOU  BE  THE  JUDGE) 


REGIONAL  FINALS  Vancouver  October  27  Richaf#s  on  Ridianis  -  Kelowna  October  29  Flashbacks 
Calgary  November  2  O^km  -  Winnipeg  November  7  Hie  Colosseiin,  Caiad  tans^  Windsor  M  -  Hamilton  November  12  ffniil  m 
Toronto  November  17  Hit  Opera  House  -  London  November  19  Club  Photiii  -  Ottawa  November  24  Capital  fcic  Half 
Montreal  November  27  Complexe  Miliennlym  -  Quebec  City  November  29  Le  Palace  -  Halifax  December  3  The  Palace 
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L    L    E  T 


Kdu  Aaue  (7  chance  to  win  a  judge's  seat  at  the  Regional  Finals 

Visit  VAmcoorslightdubtour.com  for  details.  ; 


No  product  purchase  necessary.  Must  be  legal  drinking  age.  Dates/venues  subject  to  change  without  notice. 
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Knives  out: 

U  of  T  braces  for 
more  budget  cuts 


by  IAN  HA 
VARSITY  STAFF 


Without  a  provincial  bailout  expect  more 
budgets  cuts  and  possible  tuition  increases, 
said  top-ranking  university  administrators  at 
the  latest  Governing  Council  Business  Board 
meeting  last  Monday. 

Held  atop  the  Chestnut  Residence  sur- 
rounded by  a  luminous  Toronto  skyline,  Busi- 
ness Affairs  VP  Felix  Chee  laid  bare  in  charts 
and  figures  falling  capital  and  run-away 
expenditures  that  have  managed  to  outpace 
revenues  by  5.2  per  cent  since  1998. 

Chee  said  shoring  up  revenues  is  the  only 
long-term  solution.  "Either  fees  for  students 
have  to  go  up  or  [government]  grants  have  to 
go  up,"  he  said  afterwards. 

Summarizing  financial  statements,  Chee 
detailed  how  U  of  T  accrued  more  than 
$164  million  in  deficit  last  operating  year. 
He  attributed  the  numbers  to  myriad  fac- 
tors, including  increased  borrowing  and  an 
8.3  per  cent  growth  in  salaries  and  benefits 
since  1998. 

Chee  emphatically  advised  the  university 
to  pinpoint  revenue  spending  to  better  curb 
losses.  But  he  cautioned  against  overzealous 
cost-cutting  as  a  way  to  get  there.  "You  can't 
cut  yourself  to  greatness,"  he  told  board 
members. 

The  university  may  just  have  to,  however. 
When  asked  about  the  fallout  of  insufficient 
government  grants,  Vice-President  and 
Provost  Shirley  Neuman  answered  bluntly: 
"[We'll]  cut  budgets.  We  have  no  choice."  U 
of  T  has  already  made  a  4.6  per  cent  cut  to 


all  academic  and  administrative  divisions 
this  year. 

Neuman  is  frustrated  with  what  she  con- 
siders lackluster  government  funding  that 
has  placed  Ontario  dead  last  in  per-capita 
university  spending.  "It's  the  grants  that  are 
the  problem,"  she  explained.  "We'd  like  to  see 
governments  bring  operating  budgets  to  [Ca- 
nadian] standards.  We  haven't  seen  that." 

"There  has  been  chronic  underfunding  of 
the  system.  That's  the  primary  issue  that 
needs  to  be  tackled,"  echoed  Chee. 

Neuman  said  private  talks  with  the  provin- 
cial government  have  yielded  verbal  commit- 
ments of  support.  But  it  is  difficult  to  fathom 
how  the  McGuinty  Liberals  will  do  good 
with  a  $5.3  billion  deficit  inherited  from  the 
outgoing  Tory  government— a  revelation  that 
forced  McGuinty  to  reassess  his  campaign 
promises,  including  a  promised  two-year 
tuition  freeze. 

Compounding  all  this  is  a  $203  million  pen- 
sion deficit.  "All  is  not  rosy  with  the  pension 
plan,"  said  George  Myhal,  Chair  of  the  Audit 
Committee.  Chee  added  that  although  invest- 
ments were  hit  hard — endowment  losses 
totaled  $142  million — university  stocks  are 
performing  above  the  required  return  of 
seven  per  cent. 

Members  of  the  Business  Board  were  also 
updated  on  the  Capital  Campaign,  which  has 
raised  $993  million  to  date.  Chief  Advance- 
ment Officer  Jon  Dellandrea  said  U  of  T  is  well 
on  track  to  meeting  it's  $1  billion  milestone 
by  January.  Strong  growth  has  seen  endowed 
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One  month  ago,  this  man  thought  he'd 
never  walk  again 


Raymond  Daniel  is  a  subject  in  a  pilot  study  being  conducted  by  U  of  T 
biomedical  engineers  trying  to  see  if  they  can  help  people  paralyzed  from  the 
waist  down  regain  the  ability  to  walk. 


Guatemalan  journalist  wins  freedom  of  expression  award 


CANADIAN  RIGHTS  ACTION  FOUNDATION 

Luis  Alberto  Perez  Barillas  holds  his 
International  Press  Freedom  Award. 


byFEONCHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Award-winning  journalist  Luis  Alberto  Perez 
Barillas  visited  U  of  T  last  Tuesday  to  share  his 
struggles  as  a  reporter  in  a  country  that  was 
plagued  by  a  36  year-long  civil  war. 
Quiet  and  timid  by  nature.  Barillas,  born  in 
Rabinal,  Guatemala,  is  this  year's  recipient  of 
the  Canadian  Journalists  for  Free  Expression 
(CJFE)  International  Press  Freedom  Award. 
The  award  recognizes  Barillas'  commitment  to 
uncover  the  governmental  corruption,  abuse 
of  power  and  social  injustice  that  remains 
prevalent  in  Guatemala  today. 

From  the  mid-19"'  century  until  the  mid- 
1980s,  Guatemala  underwent  series  of  military 
dictatorships  with  brief  periods  of  representa- 
tive governments.  At  the  same  time,  hostility 
grew  between  the  indigenous  Mayan  people 
and  the  Ladino,  who  are  of  mixed  European 
lineage.  In  1954,  a  U.S.-backed  invasion  led  by 


Col.  Carlos  Castillo  Armas  took  over  the  rep- 
resentative government.  For  the  next  36  years, 
guerrilla  forces  such  as  the  Guatemalan  Na- 
tional Revolutionary  Unity  (URNG)  denounced 
the  Guatemalan  military  government  which  led 
to  a  series  of  atrocities  and  massacres  of  civil- 
ians. A  United  Nations  commission  released 
a  report  finding  that  200,000  Guatemalans, 
mostly  indigenous  people,  were  killed  in  the 
period  between  1978  and  1984.  In  particular, 
during  1982  to  1983,  President  Rios  Montt  led 
a  campaign  aimed  to  eliminate  the  guerrilla 
forces,  one  of  the  bloodiest  campaigns  con- 
ducted. Since  then,  a  peace  accord  was  signed 
in  1996  to  bring  formal  closure  to  the  conflict, 
but  the  corruption  and  human  rights  viola- 
tions still  persist. 

Much  of  Barillas'  work  is  devoted  to  exposing 
government  authorities  who  were  responsible 
for  these  atrocities  in  the  early  80s.  One  such 
official  is  Rios  Montt,  who  has  had  immunity 
from  prosecution  since  1994.  However,  Montt 


recently  lost  his  presidential  bid  and  with  that, 
he  lost  his  immunity  as  well.  As  a  result,  Montt 
is  likely  to  face  charges  for  genocide  committed 
more  than  a  decade  ago.  Barillas  also  address- 
es problems  such  as  water  shortages  in  Gua- 
temala, the  establishment  of  a  military  base  in 
Rabinal,  compensations  for  family  members  of 
the  massacres  and  many  fundamental  social 
issues  that  are  vital  to  the  development  of  a 
democratic  and  peaceful  regime. 

However,  Barillas'  work  is  not  easy  and  often 
irritates  the  government,  which  continually 
tries  to  silence  him.  Attacks  have  been  aimed 
at  Barillas  ranging  from  physical  violence  to 
death  threats.  In  September  2001,  Barillas  was 
physically  attacked,  but  not  robbed.  In  January 
2003,  he  was  followed  and  threatened  by  gang 
members.  On  July  4,  2003,  a  homemade  bomb 
exploded  in  his  house.  Barillas  was  not  wound- 
ed, but  the  incident  prompted  him  to  leave 
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Monday,  November  17 

Amateur  Radio  Club  General  Meeting  -  5:30pm  in  the  South  Dining  Room.  All 
welcome. 

Tuesday,  November  18 

War  Child  Canada  UofT  Chapter  and  the  Debates  and  Music  Committees 
present  a  panel  discussion  -  Jhls  House  Believes  that  NGO^s  Should  Pursue 
Humanitarian  Efforts  Regardless  of  Whether  they  impinge  on  State  Sovereignty", 
7pm  in  the  Debates  Room.  Panelists  include  Sol  Guy  (Founding  member  of  Rascalz 
&  War  Child  Canada  Ambassador),  Dr.  Dieter  Misgeld  (Coordinator  of  the  Office 
for  Public  Education,  OlSF),  Ben  Peterson  (President  &  Co-Founder  of  Journalists 
for  Human  Rights).  George  Roter  (CEO  and  Co-Founder  of  Engineers  Without 
Borders),  Joan  Simalohik  (Founding  fvlember  of  the  Canadian  Centre  for  Victims  of 
Torture,  Lecturer  and  PhD  Candidate),  and  Dr.  David  Zakus  (Director  of  the  Centre 
for  international  Health,  UofT).  The  forum  wiii  be  moderated  by  Dr.  Louis  Pauly, 
Free.  Ail  welcome. 

Lit  &  Lib  ffead/flff-  "Fueling  the  Future",  Andrew  Heintzman  and  Evan  Soloman, 

7:30pm  in  the  Hart  House  Library.  Free.  All  welcome, 

Wednesday,  November  19 

Buzzword-  2-4pm  in  the  Map  Room,  Meet  and  chat  over  free  coffee,  tea  and  biscotti. 
Dinner  Series  -  William  Humphries,  "Canada's  Role  to  Preserve  and  Open  the 
Collections  of  the  Hermitage",  6pm  reception  for  6:30pm  dinner.  Single  tickets: 
Alumni  members/guests  S45,  U  of  T  students  $25.  416.978.4732 

Thursday,  November  20 

Investment  Club  Trader's  Circle  Series -Mn  us  for  discussion,  4:3Qpm  in 
South  Dining  Room,  Refreshments. 

RAC  presents  "Alternative  Healthcare,  Homeopathy  and  You"\iM  Katherine 
Nawrocki,  D.H.M.S.HD,  BEs,  Homeopath  in  private  practice  and  an  Evnrionmentalist 
for  over  ten  years.  7pm-8:1 5pm.  Music  Room,  Learn  about  the  history  of  health  care 
and  homeopathic  medicine,  other  alternatives,  and  healthy  lifestyles  and  prevention. 
The  seminar  is  FREE  for  Hart  House  members;  a  $10.  fee  applies  to  non-members. 
Please  register  in  the  Membership  Services  by  Wednesday,  November  19th  by  5pm. 
For  further  information,  call  416.978.2447. 
Stages  -  9pm-midnight  in  the  Arbor  Room. 

Friday,  November  21 

Film  Board  Deadline  for  submitting  films  for  Thurs.  Nov.  27  Screening. 
Chess  Club  Rapid  Tournament- fast-paced  action.  Participate  in  a  five-round, 
15-minute  game,  active  tournament.  All  U  of  T  students  are  eligible  to  enter. 
Refreshments  and  prizes.  Sign  up  in  the  Reading  Room  from  4  pm.  Play  will  start 
at  5  pm  sharp. 

Lit  &  Lib  Reading -C^ry  Fagan,  Gale  Zee  Garnett,  and  Gregory  Maguire  read 

from  their  novels,  7:30pm  in  the  Hart  House  Library.  Free.  All  welcome. 

Jazz  at  Oscar's  ~  10  O'clock  Band,  9pm  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Licensed.  No  cover 

Free. 

Saturday,  November  22 

Book.  Reading  for  Families  featuring  Prof.  Daniel  Justice,  reading  classic  and 
new  age  children's  tales,  1-3pm  in  the  East  Common  Room.  All  welcome. 

UPCOMING 

Camera  Silver  Gelatin  Workshop- frl  Wov.  28  to  Sun.  Nov.  30.  Members  may 
sign  up  at  the  Hall  Porter's  Desk.  The  Camera  Club  is  looking  for  an  Education 
Coordinator  Contact  Jeff  Richardson  416.946,7323  or  jeff.richardson@utoronto.ca 
Dinner  Series  -  Dec.  3  -  Claudia  Hepburn,  "Educational  Choices  for  Ontario", 
Jan  14  -  Christopher  Moore,  "Confederation  Politics";  Feb.  11  -  The  Honourable 
Flora  MacOonald,  "Peace  Through  Negotiation",  Mar.  1 1  -  Brock  Fenton,  "Bats  and 
the  Environment",  Series  packages  available  at  the  Membership  Services  Office 
41 6.978.4732.  Single  tickets:  Alumni  members/guests  $45,  U  of  T  students  $25. 
2nd  Annual  UofT  Christmas  Carol -Wd.  Dec.  10,  featunng  Russell  Braner, 
Guy  Gavriel  Kay  and  Kevin  Sylvester,  7:30pm  in  the  Great  Hall.  Tickets  now  on 
sale  S20  ($15/students)  at  Hart  House  Theatre  Box  Office  416.978.8668.  All  pro- 
ceeds to  the  UofT  Food  &  Clothing  Bank. 

Lit& Lib  Contests  -  22nd  Annual  Literary  Contest  ~  Deadline,  midnight,  Jan. 
16.  2004.  Pnzes  $200,  $150,  SI  00;  The  Hart  House  Review  -  Deadline,  mid- 
night, Jan.  16,  2004:  2004  Poetry  Prize  -  Deadline,  midnight,  Feb.  6,  2004. 
Prizes  S200,  $150.  $100.  Pick  up  entry  forms  from  the  Hart  House  rotunda. 
Submissions  must  be  made  separately 

ART  416.978.8398 

The  Justina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery  -  Mera  Frenkel:  "The  Institute''''^:  Or,  What  We 
Do  for  Love",  a  multidiscipiinary  installation.  Nov.  18-Dec.  18. 
r//e /Irfcor  ffoo/n  -  Paintings  by  Samuel  Chow.  Runs  to  Dec.  20. 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  Office:  416.978.8668 

Nov  1 7-22,  fThurs.-Sat.  8pm.  19-22,  Wed.-Sat.  8pm  &  Sat.  22,  2pm  matinee)  the 
Toronto  Premiere  of  Lorena  Gale's  ANGELIQUE,  directed  by  Eric  Rose.  Tickets 
$1 5/$1 2  students  &  seniors.  Sponsored  by  TD  Meloche  Monnex  as  part  of  our 
2003-2004  season. 


Abortion  debate  baffles,  entertains 


P 


OLYASANAKOEV 

Steve  Wagner  Qeff)  and  Wayne  Sumner  even  stand  on  opposite  sides  of  the  entrance  to  their  debate  on 
abortion. 


by  NAOMI  FANCE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  JJR  McLeod  Auditorium  was  the 
site  of  a  heated  debate  about  abor- 
tion on  Friday.  Students  for  Life,  a 
pro-life  campus  group  that  arranged 
the  event  invited  Steve  Wagner  from 
the  Christian  group  Stand  to  Reason 
to  debate  with  Philosophy  Professor 
Wayne  Sumner 

Up  for  debate  was  the  rather 
provocative  question  "Is  elective 
abortion  an  immoral  act?"  First  up 
was  Wagner,  who  ended  his  opening 
statements  with  gruesome  slides  of 
bloody  aborted  fetuses  next  to  Ameri- 
can dimes.  He  claimed  that  this  was 
merely  to  show  the  size  of  the  fetuses, 
when  a  student  questioned  why  the 
little  bodies  were  placed  next  to  the 
inscription  "In  God  we  trust." 

Wagner  insisted  that  the  moment  of 
inception  was  the  creation  of  a  human 
being  with  a  full  right  to  life.  "If  the 
unborn  is  a  human  being  then  they 
must  be  granted  protection,"  he  said. 
He  cited  scientific  evidence  such  as 
"two  human  beings  can  only  produce 
humans... two  human  beings  cannot 
produce  something  non-human  that 
then  becomes  human.  The  unborn  is 
a  whole  living  human  organism."  As 
a  human  being,  argued  Wagner,  this 
fetus  is  then  equal  to  all  other  human 
beings  in  rights.  He  asked  if  differenc- 
es such  as  size,  level  of  development, 
environment  and  level  of  dependency 
were  morally  relevant  to  the  question 
of  abortion.  Wagner  reasoned  that  a 
toddler,  although  differing  from  the 


unborn  in  many  ways  such  as  being 
outside  of  the  womb  and  being  larger 
than  a  fetus,  should  clearly  not  be 
killed  and  so  neither  should  a  fetus. 
The  crux  of  his  argument  was  that 
there  are  many  differences  between 
human  beings  (including  being  born 
or  unborn)  but  that  the  quality  of  be- 
ing human  gives  us  all  equal  right  to 
life.  "If  we're  not  valuable  because  of 
being  humans  then  that's  a  big  prob- 
lem for  human  rights." 

Professor  Sumner  reframed  the 
question  when  he  asked  if  a  rational 
case  could  be  made  for  elective  abor- 
tion regardless  of  religious  betieL 
Sumner  argued  that  the  premises  for 
the  pro-life  stance  were  not  valid,  a 
key  point  being  that  for  self-defense, 
"killing  someone  with  a  full  right  to 
life  is  not  necessarily  wrong."  In  the 
case  of  abortion,  there  are  compet- 
ing rights.  Sumner  argued  that  the 
woman's  body  is  a  private  space  and 
her  rights  include  "the  right  to  defend 
herself  against  the  threats  to  her  life 
or  health  and  the  right  not  to  serve  as 
a  host  to  another  human  being... nine 
months  of  pregnancy  imposes  a 
burden  she  has  the  right  to  decline." 
Sumner  disagreed  that  rights  should 
be  dependent  on  membership  in  a 
certain  species.  Fetuses,  he  pointed 
out  do  not  have  "even  the  most  rudi- 
mentary form  of  consciousness."  This 
capacity  is  important  in  having  rights 
and  that  the  mere  potential  to  acquire 
rights  was  not  a  sufficient  basis  for 
having  them.  "The  right  to  self  deter- 
mination is  acquired  when  the  capac- 
ity is  acquired,"  he  stated. 


The  questions  and  cross-examina- 
tions covered  a  wide  variety  of  angles 
including  the  extraterrestrial.  At  one 
point  Wagner  demanded  to  know  if 
hostile  aliens  should  be  allowed  to 
enslave  us,  if  it  was  discovered  that 
they  were  in  fact  more  advanced  and 
conscious  than  us.  Sumner  replied 
that  he  believed  that  humans  should 
not  be  allowed  to  enslave  great  apes. 

Wagner  also  asked  whether  it  would 
have  been  permissible  for  Hitler  to 
force  Jewish  women  to  have  third  tri- 
mester abortions  instead  of  using  con- 
centration camps.  Sumner  responded 
that  no  one  should  be  forced  to  have 
an  abortion.  Professor  Sumner  asked 
Wagner  to  consider  why  groups  such 
as  Amnesty  International  did  not  take 
up  abortion  as  an  issue  if  it  was  the 
grave  human  rights  issue  that  Wagner 
thinks  it  is.  "The  injustice  of  abortion 
has  not  been  seen  by  the  Canadian 
public.  It  has  formed  an  inaccurate 
opinion,"  offered  Wagner 

In  response  to  why  abortion  is 
taken  up  as  an  issue  mainly  by  reli- 
gious groups,  Wagner  said  that  "it 
makes  me  want  to  argue  that  religious 
people  may  be  more  rational  than  the 
non-religious  on  this  issue."  After  a 
cry  from  the  audience  Sumner  sug- 
gested that  he  didn't  think  Wagner 
would  really  want  to  make  that  argu- 
ment. In  closing  statements  Sumner 
also  pointed  out  a  glaring  irony  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  debate:  "It  seems 
strange  to  have  two  men  up  here  argu- 
ing about  abortion.  It  seems  to  me  to 
be  an  issue  in  which  women  should 
something  to  say." 


"Because  Practice  Without  Approach  is  Hazardous." 

For  a  legal  problem  you  want  a  lawyer. 
For  an  LSAT  book  you  want  the  finest  author. 
For  an  LSAT  PREP  Course  you  want  the  finest  teacher. 
Only  prep.com  offers  all  three! 

This  spring  and  summer  John  Richardson,  BA.,  LLB,  J.D.  author  of 
Mastering  the  LS AT  and  Law  School  Bound  will  for  the  23"^ 
consecutive  year  PERSONALLY  teach  his  LIVE  program  on  the  U  of  T 
campus.  The  Mastering  The  LSAT  program  begins  May  8  and  May  15. 
Weekend  Prep  for  Dec  and  Feb  starts  Nov.  8, 15,  21,  Jan.  17,  23. 


To  suscribe  to  the  Law  School  Bound 
email  newsietter.  email:  lawnews@prep.com 


Promotional  items? 

artik.corri 

Rush  service,  great  value? 

artik.corri 


Custom  Printing  &  Embroider}- 
Rush  Service,  On-Time  Delivery 


^  artik.com 

589  King  St.W 

416-815-7770 

Immediate  Quotes 


Hart  House  university  of  Toronto 
7  Hart  House  Circle.  Toronto  M5S  3H3,  Onario 
Phone:4 1 6.978.2452  www.harthouse.utoronto.ca 


^  GMAT  -  MCAT  •  GRE 

(416)  410-PREP  -  learn@prep.com  ■  www.prep.com 


news(s'tlievarsity.ca 


News 


WE'LL 
WARM 

YOUR 


(YOU'D  THINK  WE'D 
BE  USED  TO  THIS 
WHOLE  WINTER 
THING  BY  NOW) 


The  Paul  Martin  coronation:  an  inside  look 


byCANDICEDEBI 


Far  from  a  competition,  this  Liberal 
Leadership  Convention  was  more 
of  a  four-day  victory  party  for  Paul 
Martin.  His  only  contender,  Sheila 
Copps,  had  only  five  per  cent  of  the 
delegates,  lost  in  a  sea  of  Martin 
supporters.  In  fact,  Copps  herself 
seemed  to  be  lost  throughout  the 
campaign.  She  was  nowhere  to  be 
found  until  near  the  final  day  of  the 
convention  during  Martin's  victory 
speech,  when  the  spotlight  shone 
down  on  her,  as  she  was  thanked 
by  Martin  for  being  healthy  com- 
petition. 

The  "Paulopalooza"  as  it  was 
called,  was  not  only  a  welcoming 
party  for  the  new  Liberal  Leader 
but  also  a  farewell  to  a  decade  of 
Jean  Chretien.  During  his  farewell 
tribute  the  somber  Chretien  went 
through  his  lists  of  accomplish- 
ments and  surprised  Liberals  as 
he  said  "Paul  Martin  will  need  all 
our  support... and  I  can  assure 
Paul  that  he  has  my  support."  For 
the  first  time  since  his  leadership 
bid,  Chretien  finally  showed  his 
support  for  Martin  and  brought 
a  sense  of  unity  between  his  per- 
ceived left-leaning  tendencies  and 
Martin's  right-leaning  ideas. 

This  unity  brought  an  unusual 
amount  of  partisanship  for  a  politi- 
cal convention. 

In  fact,  the  only  competition 


during  the  convention  was  for  the 
Liberal  National  Executive.  Most 
delegates  knew  very  little  about 
the  candidates  running  for  the  ex- 
ecutive, and  were  likely  to  vote  for 
the  candidates  that  sent  them  the 
least  amount  of  junk  mail. 

The  highlight  of  the  four  day  con- 
vention was  by  far  Martin's  victory 
speech  at  the  ACC  Friday  night. 
Here  Martin  was  welcomed  as  the 
new  Liberal  Leader  with  tributes 
made  by  everyone  from  his  Aunt 
Claire  to  Bono  of  U2.  Meant  to 
show  the  softer  side  of  Martin,  the 
lights  were  dimmed  as  home  vid- 
eos of  Martin  were  aired,  as  well  as 
interviews  with  his  aunt  recalling 
fond  memories  of  the  little  Paul 
she  knew. 

Perhaps  the  most  compelling 
evidence  given  for  Martin's  bal- 
anced business  and  social  ethic 
was  the  speech  given  by  Bono, 
who  entered  the  stage  professing 
"I'm  not  a  supporter  of  the  Liberal 
Party."  After  hissing  from  the  thou- 
sands of  Liberals,  he  continued  his 
speech  by  praising  Martin  for  his 
promise  to  be  apart  of  his  "Drop 
the  Debt  Campaign,"  which  calls 
for  forgiveness  of  the  developing 
world's  debt. 

According  to  Bono,  the  cam- 
paign is  fully  supported  by  Martin. 
He  says  Martin  is  a  man  of  his  word 
and  to  make  sure  of  this,  he's  "go- 
ing to  be  the  biggest  pain  in  [Mar- 


tin's] ass."  According  to  Bono,  the 
"world  needs  more  Canada"  and  if 
Martin  "carries  the  legacy  of  Pear- 
son, Trudeau  and  Chretien,  he  will 
show  the  world  how  to  lead." 

After  Bono  painted  Canada  as 
a  model  of  social  policy,  Martin 
followed  with  a  speech  which 
conjured  images  of  Canada  as  an 
economic  powerhouse,  stating  "we 
have  to  be  a  leading  edge  of  global 
economy... the  U.S  will  not  be  the 
only  super  power..."  He  assured 
Canadians  that,  as  Chretien  stated 
in  his  speech,  "[he]  did  not  believe 
in  right  wing  dogmatism"  and  the 
"trickle  down  theory."  However, 
unlike  Chretien,  Martin  proved  to 
be  the  ultimate  Liberal  by  further 
stating  "1  don't  believe  in  leftwing 
dogmatism  [either],  I  don't  believe 
you  should  borrow  from  your  chil- 
dren and  grandchildren..." 

Martin  pledged  his  commitment 
to  a  foreign  policy  to  reflect  Cana- 
dians and  "to  create  a  2P"  century 
in  Canada  with  a  lower  deficit  and 
lower  taxes." 

At  the  after  party,  Martin  gave 
some  final  words,  immersing  him- 
self in  the  crowd  to  thank  all  of  his 
supporters.  His  last  words  marked 
the  end  of  his  successful  campaign 
to  become  Liberal  leader,  and  the 
round  of  applause  and  praise  that 
followed  marked  the  beginning  of 
what  could  be  Canada's  new  era 
of  Martin. 


Campus  asbestos  removers  hit 
with  12  charges  by  safety  board 


by  IAN  HA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Impact  Demolition  Services,  an 
asbestos  abatement  provider  on 
campus,  has  been  charged  by  the 
Workplace  Safety  &  Insurance 
Board  (WSIB)  with  workplace  safety 
and  fair-wage  violations.  Impact 
Services  officer  Jan  Osinski  was 
also  charged. 

Impact  faces  12  counts  of  violating 
the  Workplace  Safety  and  Insurance 
Act.  Charges  include  falsely  report- 
ing a  workplace  accident,  submit- 
ting misleading  claims  for  insurance 
plan  benefits,  and  numerous  counts 
of  inaccurate  statements  of  payroll. 
The  WSIB  oversees  and  monitors 
Ontario  workplace  safety. 

Michael  Swart,  a  WSIB  external  re- 
lations officer,  declined  to  elaborate 
further  on  the  charges.  "We  can't 
comment  on  anything  [about  the 
case]  at  this  stage.  A  judge  will  hear 
the  charges." 

Impact  VP  Alan  Ciller  was  equally 
tight-lipped.  "I  have  no  comment  on 
it.  We'll  take  it  up  to  the  courts. " 

Impact  is  a  large  concrete-cutting 
and  abatement  service  provider  and 
has  done  projects  across  Southern 
Ontario  at  all  levels  of  government. 
Impact  has  also  worked  for  several 
years  on  the  U  of  T  campus,  most 
recently  providing  asbestos  abate- 
ment at  the  Med-Sci  building. 

The  company  says  its  safety  prac- 
tices were  reviewed  by  the  Ontario 
Ministry  of  Labour.  But  the  WSIB 
charges  raise  new  questions  over 
the  fitness  of  Impact  workers  to  per- 
form asbestos  removal  on  campus. 
University  administrators  could  not 
be  reached  for  comment. 

The  sub-contractor  has  been 
dogged  for  several  months  by  local 
unions  who  accuse  Impact  of  the 
very  transgressions  outlined  in  the 
recent  WSIB  charges.  Impact  has 


staunchly  denied  the  unions'  ac- 
cusations, characterizing  them  as 
retaliation  for  past  failed  attempts 


at  unionizing  Impact. 

Impact  is  scheduled  to  appear  in 
provincial  court  on  Jan.  29. 
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Learn  with  industry  practitioners.  Gain  insights  into  the  European 
market,  the  culture  and  business  environment  throughout  Latin  America, 
the  Asia  Pacific  nations,  and  the  world.  Get  hands-on  experience  with 
valuable  field  placements.  All  in  just  eight  montlis. 

Call  (416)  675-6622,  ext  3207,  K$  H UMBER 

or  e-mail  peter.madott@humtier.C3  The  Business  School 


www.business.humber.ca 


Double  the  power  of  your  degree 


Work  in  the  Global  Village 


International 
Project  Management 

a  12-month  post-graduate  certificate  program 
in  international  development  at  Number  College 

Now  you  can  study  for  empioyment  in  the  growing  field  of 
Bnternationai  Development.  Learn  applied  skills  for  writing 
international  project  proposals,  cross-cultural  communications, 
managing  resources  for  overseas  international  development,  and 
more.  The  program  includes  an  8-week  field  placement  or  applied 
research  project  which  may  be  completed  overseas  or  in  North 
America.  Call  (416)  675-6622,  ext  3226,  ^«v. 
or  e-mail  pat.meek@humber.ca  H UMBER 

The  Business  School 


w  w  w  .  b  u  s  i  n  e  s  s 

.  h  u  m  b  e  r  .  c  a 

GSU  ANNUAL 

Graduate  Students'  Union,  U  of  T 

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  24,  2003 
6:10  pm  SHARP 
Room  142,  Earth  Sciences  Centre 
5  Bancroft  Avenue 

Agenda: 

2002-03  Financial  Statement  &  Audit 
Appointment  of  the  Auditor 
Approval  of  Minutes 

All  graduate  students  have  voice  and  vote. 


Culture,  not  Islam  holding  women 
back,  says  speaker 


by  ANDREA  BELLEMARE 


If  Muslim  Vkfomen  are  to  become  lead- 
ers and  activists,  they  need  a  more 
supportive  environment  in  wfhich  to 
do  so,  according  to  Dr.  Kathy  Bullock. 
"Islam  is  not  a  barrier  for  female  lead- 
ers and  activists.  The  Qu'aran  is  a 
source  of  inspiration  for  women. .  .It's 
not  Islam  that  restricts  the  roles  of 
women,  it's  the  Muslim  community," 
said  Bullock,  on  Thursday  evening  at 
a  forum  in  the  Sid  Smith  building. 

Bullock,  an  Australian  convert  to 
Islam,  spoke  about  the  challenges 
and  the  successes  of  Muslim  women 
in  leadership  and  activist  roles  in  a 
speech  entitled  "Female  Activism 
and  Leadership  in  Islam." 

"Certain  cultural  habits  and  prac- 
tices say  that  a  women  ought  to  be 
modest,  staying  home  and  not  ven- 
turing into  the  public  arena.  Women 
who  venture  out  into  the  public  arena 
are  being  immodest,"  said  Bullock. 

She  explained  that  Muslim  women 
require  support  at  home,  especially 
from  their  husbands  if  they  are  mar- 
ried, in  order  to  go  out  into  the  world 
and  make  their  voices  heard. 


"If  she  does  have  a  supportive  en- 
vironment, she  can't  be  shy  about  all 
the  normal  hurdles  people  face.  She 
should  get  on  the  train,"  she  noted. 

Bullock  acknowledged  that  the 
cultural  practices  that  may  restrict 
women  can  be  difficult  to  overcome. 

"If  you  can  do  something  about  it, 
do  it.  If  you  can't  do  something  about 
it,  say  something  about  it.  If  you  can't 
say  something  about  it,  pray  for  it  to 
change." 

Once  Muslim  women  overcome 
the  challenges  from  within  their  own 
cultures  they  still  face  external  chal- 
lenges, especially  when  they  wear 
the  hijab,  or  headscarf.  Bullock  says 
that  racism  and  discrimination  are 
large  hurdles  for  Muslim  women. 

"She'll  face  stereotyping,  people 
will  think  she's  oppressed.  There's  a 
questioning  that  Muslims  do  not  sup- 
port Canadian  values,"  said  Bullock. 

She  cited  a  study  by  the  activist 
group  Women  Working  With  Im- 
migrant Women,  which  found  that 
women  wearing  the  hijab  to  job  inter- 
views were  told  more  often  that  the 
job  didn't  exist  or  the  position  had 
already  been  filled. 


Interestingly  enough.  Bullock  said 
she  is  researching  the  idea  that  the 
Western  world  may  actually  have 
had  a  large  role  in  causing  the  cul- 
tural problems  Muslim  women  face 
today. 

According  to  this  theory,  as  the 
West  attempted  to  colonize  Arabic 
countries  during  the  eighteenth 
century,  they  brought  with  them  new 
values,  such  as  the  idea  that  a  women 
could  not  own  property.  Previous  to 
these  advances,  Muslim  women  were 
property  holders  just  like  men.  The 
second  part  of  the  theory  hypoth- 
esizes that  Muslim  men  wanted  to 
protect  their  women  from  what  they 
saw  as  invaders  and  forced  them  to 
stay  home,  which  involved  into  the 
idea  that  a  modest  Muslim  woman 
should  not  venture  outside  the  home 
without  a  male  escort. 

About  40  people  attended  the  talk, 
part  of  a  series  of  discussions  called 
"Understanding  Islam"  hosted  by  the 
Muslim  Student's  Association. 

"We  want  to  encourage  peace  and 
communication  between  Muslims 
and  non-Muslims,"  said  Khalidah  Ali, 
a  volunteer  with  the  MSA. 


Trinity  Provost  wins  literary  award 


byBRONWYNKIENAPPLE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Trinity  Provost  Margaret  MacMillan 
has  won  the  Governor  General's  Liter- 
ary Award  for  non-fiction.  The  award 
was  presented  for  her  book  Paris  1919: 
Six  Months  that  Changed  the  World. 

"I  knew  about  it  beforehand  and  I 
thought  I  was  prepared  for  it,"  said  Mac- 
Millan. "I  was  very  touched.  I  thought, 
I  don't  believe  that  I'm  on  the  list  with 
these  people." 

This  is  not  the  first  prize  for  MacMil- 
Icin.  Her  book  has  also  gathered  such 
awards  cis  the  BBC-  sponsored  Samuel 
Johnson  Prize  and  the  Duff  Cooper 
Award.  Despite  this,  the  Provost 
doesn't  see  the  Governor  General's 
Award  as  just  another  notch  on  her 
belt.  "I'm  Canadian,  so  it's  really  nice  to 
win  a  Canadicin  prize." 

Rejected  by  Canadian  publishers, 


MacMillan  turned  to  Britain  to  get  her 
work  printed.  She  admits  that  not  only 
was  she  an  unknown,  but  a  600-page 
history  text  is  a  hard  sell.  She  insists, 
though,  that  her  work  is  not  akin  to 
the  "dry  and  deliberately  complicated" 
writing  of  most  history  academics.  "1 
tried  to  write  clearly  in  an  interesting 
way  and  I  tried  to  made  it  lively,"  said 
MacMillan.  "1  think  history  is  some- 
thing everyone  should  enjoy." 

Paris  1919:  Six  Months  that  Changed 
the  World  focuses  on  the  peace  talks  at 
Versailles  following  the  close  of  World 
War  1.  MacMillan  claims  that  the  Treaty 
of  Versailles  did  not  cause  World  War 
11.  She  argues  instead  that  the  conflict 
was  fuelled  by  factors  greater  than  the 
terms  laid  out  by  the  treaty,  such  as  the 
rise  of  radical  leaders. 

MacMillan's  interest  in  historical 
personalities  drove  her  to  pursue  the 
topic.  "There  were  mciny  interesting 


people  there  [at  the  conference  in 
Versailles],  it  was  a  time  when  the 
major  leaders  were  sitting  together  for 
six  months."  Her  subject  for  her  next 
book  was  chosen  according  to  the 
same  fascination.  She  will  be  discuss- 
ing past  U.S.  president  Richard  Nixon's 
visit  to  China. 

MacMillan  is  also  the  author  of 
Women  of  the  Raj.  She  was  the  co-edi- 
tor of  the  Canadian  periodical  Interna- 
tional Journal  and  currently  sits  on 
committees  of  the  Canadian  Institute 
of  International  Affairs  and  the  Atlantic 
Council  of  Ccinada. 

The  award  was  presented  on  Nov. 
12  by  Governor  General  Adrienne 
Clarkson.  Both  Clarkson  and  MacMil- 
lan are  graduates  of  Trinity  College  at 
U  of  T.  Previous  winners  of  the  award 
include  such  Canadian  literary  greats 
as  Stephen  Leacock,  Alice  Munro  and 
Hugh  MacLennan. 


Forum  gets  "hactive"  participation 


by  GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Colleagues  and  sometime-adversar- 
ies Ron  Deibert  and  Janice  Gross- 
Stein  met  last  Thursday  at  Victoria 
College  to  debate  the  question  "Civic 
(H)Activism:  But,  Should  We  Do  It?" 

Despite  the  unwieldy  title,  a  crowd 
of  about  50  people  gathered  to  hear 
the  discussion,  which  addressed 
issues  of  intellectual  property,  sur- 
veillance, and  censorship.  The  two 
professors  asked  whether  Hactiv- 
ism — political  activism  by  computer 
hackers — was  a  valid  response  to 
the  technological  challenges  to  hu- 
man rights. 

The  question  didn't  get  answered, 
but  the  talk  was  entertaining. 

"If  there's  a  central  property  of  the 
Internet,"  said  Deibert  in  his  open- 
ing remarks,  "it's  that  it  is  constantly 
changing.  There  are  many  people, 
myself  included,  who  are  concerned 
that  it's  changing,  mutating,  in  a  di- 
rection that  curtails  human  rights. 

"These  are  technological  changes, 
these  are  legislative  changes,  these 


are  regulatory  changes,"  he  added. 

He  went  on  to  talk  about  how  au- 
thoritarian governments  are  using 
sophisticated  filtering  technologies 
to  prevent  their  citizens  from  ac- 
cessing information  on  the  web.  Dur- 
ing a  trip  to  Guatemala  over  the  past 
summer,  Deibert  said  that  he  saw 
the  computers  of  a  human-rights 
organization  seized,  ostensibly  be- 
cause they  were  using  unlicensed 
software. 

"The  computers  were  seized  un- 
der the  guise  of  copyright  infringe- 
ment but  it  was  clearly  an  attempt  at 
curtailing  free  speech,"  he  said. 

As  the  director  of  CitizenLab.org, 
Deibert  has  been  involved  first-hand 
in  hactivism,  describing  projects 
which  allowed  Chinese  citizens  to 
access  information  via  the  Citizen- 
Lab's  computers,  "Sousveillance,"  or 
subverting  surveillance  cameras  by 
filming  back  at  them,  and  a  project 
scheduled  for  next  year  called  "CC 
the  CIA,"  in  which  people  can  sign 
up  to  copy  all  the  email  they  send  in 
a  day  to  the  secret  service  of  their 
respective  country.  Deibert  joked 


that  he  hadn't  cleared  that  project 
yet  with  Gross-Stein,  who  is  director 
of  the  Munk  Centre  for  International 
Studies  and,  in  one  sense,  Deibert's 
boss. 

Gross-Stein  was,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, supportive  of  the  goals  of  the 
Citizen  Lab,  but  was  sceptical  about 
the  effectiveness  of  their  methods. 

She  criticized  the  focus  of  the  lab 
on  fostering  awareness  and  trans- 
parency, which  she  said  didn't  go 
far  enough. 

"The  thinking  is — 'if  other  people 
know  that  I  can  see  what  they're 
doing,  they'll  behave  better,'"  she 
said.  "There's  this  facile  assumption 
that  if  you  shine  a  flashlight  that'll 
solve  the  problem,  and  it  becomes  a 
replacement  for  real  public  engage- 
ment. 

"If  you  actually  look  at  the  way  our 
society  is  organizing,"  she  contin- 
ued, "networks  are  becoming  more 
and  more  important."  But  she  said 
that  just  making  those  networks 
visible  isn't  enough:  "Trust  is  what 
is  at  the  core  of  all  network  relation- 
ships." 


n8ws@thevarsity.ca 


Hats  off! 


OLYA  SANAKOEV 


Elyssa  Lefurgey- Smith  struts  her  stuff  at  Kinkfest  at  UC  on 
Saturday 


BOARD»  Continued  from  page  I 

student  aid  climb  a  remarkable  578 
per  cent  since  1995. 

For  the  future,  U  of  T  aims  to 
boost  alumni  giving  by  enhancing 
alumni  programming  and  volun- 
teer networks.  A  new  campaign 
will  launch  in  2007.  "The  univer- 
sity is  wonderfully  positioned  to 
move  forward,"  said  Dellandrea. 

The  university  is  also  looking 
to  make  University  of  Toronto 
Schools  (UTS),  a  high  school 
teaching  lab  controlled  by  OlSE, 
a  self-governing  entity  within  U 
of  T.  The  move,  say  university 
officials,  will  allow  more  financial 
flexibility  and  local  level  account- 
ability for  UTS  as  U  of  T  seeks  to 
eliminate  the  $3,000  to  $4,000  it 
provides  in  indirect  subsidies  per 
UTS  student.  A  motion  calling  for 


an  interim  period  of  discussions 
and  restructuring  was  passed  at 
the  Business  Board  meeting. 

In  an  attempt  to  bolster  rank- 
ings, the  university  has  been 
tracking  its  "brand"  presence  in 
the  media.  Susan  Bloch-Nevitte 
of  Human  Affairs  issued  statistics 
to  Board  members:  more  than  50 
per  cent  of  expert  quotes  come 
from  U  of  T  researchers;  numer- 
ous awards  have  been  won;  and, 
most  covetously,  U  of  T  ranks 
first  in  three  of  four  reputation 
categories  in  the  latest  Maclean's 
ranking. 

This  was  accomplished,  said 
Bloch-Nevitte,  by  selling  U  of  T's 
image  as  a  place  of  innovation 
through  university  publications 
like  the  U  of  T  Magazine.  "1  think 
we'd  all  agree  it  was  funds  well 
placed." 


Continued  from  page  I 

Rabinal  and  seek  safety.  Barillas  is 
currently  seeking  asylum  though 
he  is  reluctant  to  leave  his  country 
permanently. 

Barillas  reports  his  work  on  his 
radio  show  La  Voz  de  la  Parroquia 
(Voice  from  the  Parish).  He  is  the 
coordinator,  radio  announcer  and 
operator  of  the  one-hour  news 
program.  The  program  is  popular 
among  Guatemalans  who  often  do 
not  have  access  to  newspapers.  As 
well,  he  is  a  correspondent  for  the 
Prensa  Libre  and  Nuestro  Diario,  the 
nation's  highest  circulation  dailies. 

Barillas  has  endured  much  for  his 
commitment  to  bring  the  truth  out 
to  the  people  of  Guatemala  and  to 
the  world.  The  award  and  the  inter- 
national recognition  mean  a  lot  to 


him.  Through  his  translator.  Barillas 
explains,  "What's  happened  to  me 
[the  attacks]  in  Rubinal  was  directly 
against  me  personally  as  a  journal- 
ist," he  noted.  "Journalism,  both 
radio  and  written,  has  been  for  me 
hugely  important  to  my  life  as  being 
able  to  contribute  to  those  efforts  to 
speak  for  and  about  the  people  who 
cannot  speak  for  themselves  or 
about  what  their  sufferings  are." 

Cases  like  Barillas,  such  as  attacks 
and  threats,  are  not  rare  to  journal- 
ists around  the  world.  In  Bangla- 
desh, Vietnam,  Cuba,  Afghanistan, 
Iraq  and  many  other  war  zone  areas, 
journalists  are  often  imprisoned  and 
killed.  This  past  summer,  Canadian 
photojournalist  Zara  Kazemi  died 
in  an  Iranian  prison.  So  far,  a  total 
of  27  journalists  are  confirmed  dead 
worldwide  this  year. 


the  2004  Awards  of 

exceTTence  i 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


The  University  of  Toronto  Alumni  Association  invites  nominations  for  the: 


Faculty  Award:  $  i  ,000 

For  excellence  in  teaching,  research  and 
professional  endeavours. 

Joan  E.  Foley  Quauty  of  Student 
Experience  Award:  $  1 ,000 

For  a  student,  alumnus/a,  administrative  staff 
or  faculty  member  who  has  made  a 
significant  contribution  to  improving  the 
quality  of  academic  or  extra-curricuiar 
student  life  on  campus. 


Chancellor's  Award:  $  1 ,000 

For  outstanding  contributions  by  an 
administrative  staff  member 

LUD¥nK  AND  ESTELLE  JLB  MEMORIAL 

Human  Rights  Prize:  $1,500 

A  prize  recognizing  positive  and  lasting 
contributions  to  education  and  action  in  the 
fight  against  discriminatjon.  Faculty,  staff  and 
students  may  be  nominated  for  this  award. 


Nomination  Deadline:  Monday,  December  1,2003,5  p.m. 


For  further  information  or  nomination  forms,  please  contact 
the  Division  of  University  Advancement,].  Robert  S.  Prichard  Alumni  House, 
21  King's  College  Circle,  3rd  Floor  Tel:  (416)  978-6536  or  e-mail  linda.welis@utoronto.ca 
information  and  nomination  forms  are  also  available  at  www.alumni.utoronto.ca 


UTAA 


the  2004  Awards  of 


EXCELLENCE 


UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Applications  are  now  being  accepted  for  the: 


John  H.  Moss  Scholarship 

A  prize  of  up  to  $i  6,650  is  awarded  to  a  graduating  University  of  Toronto 
Arts  &  Science  student  who  demonstrates  outstanding  academic 
achievement  and  extra-curricular  leadership. 


Application  Deadline:  Monday,  December  1, 2003, 5  p.m. 


For  further  information  or  application  forms,  please  contact 
the  Division  of  University  Advancement,].  Robert  S.  Prichard  Alumni  House, 
21  King's  College  Circle,  3rd  Floor. Tel:  (416)  978-6536  or  e-mail  linda.wells@utoronto.ca 
Information  and  application  forms  are  also  available  at  www.alumni.utoronto.ca 


UTAA 


the  2004  Awards  of 


EXCELLENCE 


UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Nominations  are  now  being  accepted  for  the: 


NORTHROP  FRYE  AWARDS 

The  University  ofToronto  Alumm  Association  is  pieased  once  again  to  join  the  Provost  in 
sponsoring  the  Northrop  Frye  Av^^ards. 

One  individual  prize  ($2,000)  wiW  be  awarded  to  a  faculty  nnember  who  demonstrates 
innovative  and  exemplary  ways  of  linking  teaching  and  research. 

One  divisional  prize  ($6,000)  will  be  awarded  to  a  faculty  college,  school  or  department  for 
extraordinary  curriculum  innovation  aimed  at  strengthening  the  link  between  teaching  and  research. 


Nomination  Deadline:  Monday,  December  1 , 2003, 5  p.m. 


For  further  information  or  nomination  forms,  please  contact 
the  Division  of  University  Advancement,  J.  Robert  S.  Prichard  Alumni  House, 
21  King's  College  Circle,  3rd  Floor  Tel:  (416)  978-6536  or  e-mail  linda.wells@utoronto.ca  UTAA 
Information  and  nomination  forms  are  also  available  at  www.aiumni.utoronto.ca 


Hart  House  Hair  Place 

^  FINEST  CUTTING  &  STYLING  ^ 


Mon.  to  Fri.  8:30  -  5:30       Sat.  9:00  -  5:00 
For  appointment  call:  416-978-2431 
7  Hart  House  Circle 

.  Excellent  Work  &.  Reasonable  Rates 


ntVarsity 


the  2004  Awards  of 

excellence| 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Applications  are  now  being  accepted  for  the: 


ADEL  S.  SEDRA 

DISTINGUISHED  GRADUATE  AWARD 

A  prize  of  up  to  $25,000  is  awarded  to  a  graduate  student  who  demonstrates 
outstanding  academic  achievement  and  extra-cumcuia*  leadership. 

Students  must  be  registered  and  in  good  standing  in  the  second  or  third  year  of  a 
doctoral  program  at  the  University  of  Toronto. 


Application  Deadline:  Monday,  December  1 , 2003, 5  p.m. 


For  further  information  or  appiication  forms,  please  contact 
the  Division  of  University  Advancement,].  Robert  S.  Prichard  Alumni  House, 
21  King's  College  Circle,  3rd  Floor. Tel:  (416)  978-6536  or  e-mail  linda.wells@utoronto.ca 
information  and  application  forms  are  also  available  at  wvw.alumni.utoronto.ca 


UTAA 


ATTENTION 

The  Scarborough  Campus  Stucteots'  Union 

will  be  holding  its  Annual  General  Meeting  of  members 
on  Thursday,  November  27,  2003,  at  11am,  in  S-403. 

All  Students  are  welcome  to  attend. 

The  following  items  be  discussed: 

-  To  approve  the  2002-2003  financial  records  of 

the  corporation 

-  To  appoint  DMCT  LLP  as  the  2003-2004  auditors 

of  the  corporation 

-  A  report  from  the  President  of  SCSU 

More  information  on  the  items  above  is  available  from 
room  B-330,  the  SCSU  office.  In  adciition,  the  agenda 
for  the  meeting  is  available  online  at  www.scsu.ca 

Light  snacks  and  refreshments  will  be  provided. 


ThB  Student  Voice  far 

Student  Needs 


Scarborough 
Campus 
Students' 
Union 


auditors:  REPORT 


To  the  Members  of 

3barbaiaugh  Caitipus  Students  Onion ,  OnKw^ity  •!  Toronto 

Vik  have  sijiXsd  the  ■si  item  ert  of  iina~idd  posrticn  of  3oaiboroagh  Campus  3iudont£?  Union, 
Uii\«r3ty  of  Toronto  ^imwly  9Ktrb«rough  Campus  Studonts*  Coumil,  Uni\*r3ty  of 
Toronto)  35  at  April  30,3008  and  tfre  sti^merts  c>frevsr>.«s  j-d  5«pa-eesard  changej  in  Krid 
bdarc€S  ^ni  cash  lowEforthe  yea- tfien  ended.  Tfiese  finanod  stiemerts  arethe  resporeibility 
of  the  LHorfe  maiagemert  OLr  resporeibilfty  is  to  express  an  opirion  on  itiese  finandd 
staterrierts  based  cnour  ajdt. 

iAfe  coniided  «.<■  audtt  in  acccrda-i«  ("ilfi  Carsdan  genfrally  accepted  3.ditirg  slndarife. 
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Don't  let  silence  reign 


When  it  comes  to  problems  with 
press  freedom,  countries  like 
Cuba  and  China  tend  to  come 
to  mind.  But  restrictions  and 
violence  against  free  expression 
elsewhere  often  pass  beneath  the 
radar. 

That's  why  we  welcome  the 
Canadian  Journalists  for  Free 
Expression  award,  which  was  re- 
cently presented  to  Guatemalan 
journalist  Luis  Alberto  Perez  Ba- 
rillas in  a  ceremony  at  U  of  T.  (See 
story  on  page  1.) 

The  fact  is  that  when  it  comes 
to  free  expression,  some  victims 
are  valued  more  than  others.  And 
more  often  than  not,  the  reasons 
are  political. 

You've  probably  heard  of  Daniel 
Pearl,  for  example,  but  have  you 
heard  of  Kimy  Pernia? 

Pearl  was  a  journalist  with  the 
Wall  Street  Journal.  His  kidnap- 
ping and  murder  by  Pakistani  ex- 
tremists in  January  2002  sparked 
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outrage  in  the  US  and  Canada  and 
around  the  world. 

Kimy  Pernia  was  not  a  journalist, 
but  an  indigenous  Colombian  lead- 
er who  also  paid  the  price  for  his 
attempt  to  exercise  his  freedom  of 
expression. 

Pearl's  case  fit  nicely  with  the 
dominant  theme  playing  out  in  the 
media:  9/11  and  the  "War  on  Ter- 
ror." It  was  the  focus  of  a  great  deal 
of  attention  and  concern. 

In  contrast,  Pernia's  disappear- 
ance could  not  be  blamed  on  the 
appropriate  enemies.  Worse,  it 
raised  disturbing  questions  about 
Canada's  own  responsibility.  When 
a  Canadian-financed  dam  threat- 
ened to  drown  his  people's  land 
and  way  of  life,  Pernia  traveled  to 
Canada  to  testify  about  it  in  front 
of  a  parliamentary  committee.  He 
spoke  again  in  April  2000,  at  the  Al- 


ternative People's  Summit  during 
the  Free  Trade  Area  of  the  Ameri- 
cas talks  in  Quebec  City.  Shortly 
after  returning  he  was  abducted 
at  gunpoint  by  paramilitaries  and 
never  seen  again. 

Despite  the  connection  to 
Canada,  Pernia's  story  received 
just  a  small  fraction  of  that  paid 
to  Pearl's  case.  Are  we  that  loath 
to  examine  attacks  on  free  expres- 
sion when  we  might  bear  some 
indirect  responsibility?  Pernia's 
case  is  not  the  only  one  that  hasn't 
received  its  due.  In  Turkey,  a  NATO 
ally,  and  recipient  of  Canadian 
military  exports,  several  journal- 
ists have  disappeared  after  being 
taken  into  government  custody. 
Does  anyone  in  Canada  know  their 
names? 

The  attention  given  to  Pearl's 
case  was  well  warranted.  But  we 
shouldn't  shy  from  looking  at  oth- 
er cases  where  those  responsible 
are  not  official  enemies. 


Liberal  racism  on  campus 

"More  humus,  less  Hamas"  might  as  well  be  "More  fried  chicken,  less  Black  Panthers" 
bvHAZEMJAMJOUM  


"flrhere  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
Palestinian  people—there 
was  a  Palestinian  people  in 
Pjdestine  considering  itself  as 
a  Palestinian  people  and  we 
came  and  threw  them  out  and 
took  their  country  from  them. 
They  do  not  exist. 

-  Golda  Met,  quoted  in  The 
Sunday  Times,  15  June  1969 

Arab  voices  on  this  campus  have 
been  ignored  as  much  as  Arab  is- 
sues have  been  discussed.  Like  most 
people  from  the  colonized  world,  we 
are  regularly  represented,  spoken  on 
behalf  of,  or  commented  upon,  but 
rarely  given  the  space  to  represent 
ourselves.  An  excellent  example  of 
this  practice  is  the  Varsity's  cover- 
age of  Hillel's  "More  Humus,  Less 
Hamas"  campaign,  celebrated  as  an 
"anti-terror  campaign"  that  is  "at 
the  core  a  good  idea."  No  mention 
was  made  of  the  Arab  students  who 
protested  this  campaign  with  leaflets 
explaining  the  history  of  Palestine's 
colonization,  nor  was  their  opinion 
even  requested. 

Hillel's  campaign,  and  its  myopic 
coverage,  reveals  a  far  more  danger- 
ous phenomenon  on  campus  than 
the  marginalization  of  Arab  student 
voices:  liberal  racism.  The  key  ingre- 
dient of  liberal  racism  is  the  "both 
sides"  argument,  where  both  sides 
(Palestinian  and  Israeli)  eat  humus. 


"both  sides"  have  suffered,  and  "both 
sides"  have  legitimate  claims.  The  fact 
that  this  kind  of  racism  is  consistently 
used  in  the  information  media  around 
us  is  why  many  don't  even  see  it  as 
racism.  Being  good  liberals,  the  next 
step  is  to  say  that  to  take  a  side  would 
be  extremist,  and  in  the  name  of  ob- 
jectivity allow  matters  to  continue  as 
they  are.  To  understand  why  this  atti- 
tude is  a  racist  crime  in  itself  we  must 
understand  the  basic  history. 

The  land  of  Palestine  has  been  con- 
tinuously populated  for  thousands  of 
years,  yet  the  Zionist  movement  of 
European  Jews  sought  to  establish 
a  state  exclusively  for  Jews  on  that 
land.  The  British  forces  occupying 
Palestine  since  WWl  evacuated  in 
May  1948  and  the  Zionists  declared 
the  state  of  Israel  on  land  inhabited  by 
over  one  million  indigenous  Palestin- 
ians. In  the  war  that  followed,  the  new 
Israeli  state  killed  an  estimated  13,000 
Palestinians,  and  531  Palestinian  vil- 
lages were  entirely  depopulated  and 
destroyed.  They  forcibly  evicted 
more  than  700,000  Palestinians  from 
their  homes  and  land  (approximately 
three-quarters  of  Palestinians  at  the 
time).  In  1967,  Israel  occupied  the 
West  Bank  and  Gaza,  expelling  an- 
other 150,000  Palestinians. 

Palestinians  now  are  a  diverse 
group.  Five  million  are  refugees  and 
250,000  are  internally  displaced.  Pal- 
estinians in  the  land  occupied  in  1948 
were  given  Israeli  citizenship,  but 
lived  under  military  rule  until  1966. 


Since  then  these  one  million  Palestin- 
ians have  become  the  exemplars  of 
third  class  citizenship:  although  they 
make  up  20  per  cent  of  Israel's  popula- 
tion, they  comprise  only  3.7  per  cent 
of  its  government  employees,  50  out 
of  50,000  faculty  positions,  and  of  the 
country's  61  poorest  towns,  48  are 
Arab.  Palestinians  in  the  West  Bank 
and  Gaza  live  under  a  brutal  occupa- 
tion involving  round-the-clock  cur- 
fews, sporadic  military  raids,  school 
and  hospital  closures,  regular  house 
demolitions,  air  strikes,  and  daily  hu- 
miliation and  abuse.  The  West  Bank 
and  Gaza  lands  have  been  chopped 
up  by  settlement  blocks,  Israeli  high- 
ways, and  the  new  apartheid  wall  cre- 
ating a  massive  open  air  prison  with 
three  million  Palestinian  inmates. 

The  Palestinians  under  Israel  have 
been  dispossessed  and  brutalized. 
All  people  have  the  moral  right  to 
resist  such  oppression,  just  as  the 
rest  of  us  have  the  moral  obligation  to 
oppose  it.  The  goal  of  campaigns  like 
"More  Humus,  Less  Hamas"  (or  "More 
Fried  Chicken,  Less  Black  Panthers") 
is  to  vilify  resistance  to  oppression  by 
appealing  to  the  "both  sides"  logic, 
and  concealing  the  injustices  com- 
mitted by  oppressors.  From  Jenin  to 
Grassy  Narrows,  oppression  must  be 
resisted,  and  we  must  refuse  any  ar- 
guments that  allow  it  to  continue. 

Hazem  Jamjoum  is  a  combined  Law 
and  MA  International  Relations  student 
at  Massey  College. 
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It's  a  big  war  zone 

Re:  Life  in  a  war  zone, 
(Nov.  6) 


1  was  extremely  offended  that 
you  would  feature  a  story  about 
three  occupying  soldiers  that 
most  likely  have  blood  of  civil- 
ians on  their  hands.  Why  not 
feature  a  story  about  Hamas 
members? 

It  is  important  to  note  that  Isra- 
el as  well  as  her  soldiers  are  ille- 
gally occupying  another  country 
and  committing  genocide  in  the 
process.  You  can  never  equate 
the  two  (the  Israeli  occupation 
and  the  Palestinian  resistance). 
Israel  is  occupying  Palestine,  not 
the  other  way  around.  If  the  ille- 
gal Israeli  occupation  (including 
murder,  deportations,  curfews, 
land  theft/confiscation,  illegal 
settlements,  etc.)  ends,  so  will 
the  Palestinian  reactionary  re- 
sponses (e.g.  suicide  bombings). 
Terrorism  is  terrorism  regardless 
of  who  commits  it. 

Brioim  Parker 


Sex  is  about 
choice  too 

Re:  Is  it  natural  to  be  gay? 
(Nov.  11) 

I  want  to  thank  the  Varsity  for  its 
recent  feature  article  Is  it  natural 
to  be  gay?  Joanne  Tang  shed 
light  on  one  of  the  most  frequent 
attacks  that  critics  of  homosexu- 
ality make,  that  homosexuality  is 
somehow  unnatural  or  contrary 
to  our  innate  biology. 

Studies  on  animal  sexuality  are 
an  important  part  of  discrediting 
the  idea  that  heterosexuality  is 
somehow  a  more  natural  kind  of 
sexuality.  Our  rigid  notions  of 
sexuality  have  more  to  do  with 
our  own  unquestioned  beliefs 
than  with  any  basis  in  "nature." 
Recognizing  the  fluidity  of  both 
human  and  animal  sexuality  is 
an  important  step  forward  for 
science  and  for  human  society. 
But  as  a  polyamorous  queer 
man,  1  think  that  it  is  important 
to  note  that — regardless  of 


what  Nature  intended  for  me — I 
choose  to  be  non-monogamous 
and  non-heterosexual. 

For  many  in  the  LGBTQ  com- 
munity, falling  back  on  the  "I  was 
born  this  way"  argument  is  sim- 
ply a  way  to  shut  down  debate. 
Inherent  in  that  position  is  that 
if  one  were  to  choose  homo- 
sexuality, it  would  be  wrong — or 
worse — immoral. 

With  science  working  to 
expand  our  idea  of  what  is 
"natural,"  we  should  not  forget 
that  morality  is  also  a  social 
construction.  Our  morals  are  as 
much  a  personal  choice  as  our 
sexual  practices.  With  or  with- 
out a  "gay  gene,"  homo  sex  isn't 
bad  or  wrong,  just  different. 

I'm  proud  of  how  I  choose  to 
live  my  life.  To  be  frank,  1  would 
be  doing  this  even  if  the  mon- 
keys and  hummingbirds  weren't. 

Chris  McKinnon 


Preston's  alright 

Re:  Preston  &  me,  (Nov.  11) 

I  am  writing  in  regard  to  Jessica 
HoUoway's  article  concerning 
the  supposedly  "elusive"  Pres- 
ton Manning,  the  Reform  Party 
founder  and  visiting  fellow  to  U 
of  T. 

Ms.  Holloway  gives  the  impres- 
sion that  Mr.  Manning  avoids 
interacting  with  our  student  body 
and  is  inaccessible  to  the  U  of  T 
community.  This  could  not  be 
more  different  from  my  experi- 
ence. 

I  ran  into  Mr.  Manning  as  1  was 
walking  to  the  St.  George  subway 
and  introduced  myself.  When  he 
learned  I  was  a  political  science 
student,  he  invited  me  to  join 
him  for  a  coffee  and  we  talked 
for  a  long  time  about  Canadian 
politics  and  his  experience  at  U 
of  T.  I  found  him  to  be  very  polite, 
thoughtful,  and  genuinely  inter- 
ested in  the  views  of  students.  He 
is  truly  a  credit  to  our  university 
and  we  are  all  lucky  to  have  him 
here. 

Joshua  Somer 

Trinity  '04 

More  LETTERS  on  next  page 


The  Varsity  welcomes  letters  from  our  readers.  Send  letters 
(250  words  max.)  with  your  name  &  phone  number  to: 

opinions@thevarsity.ca 

Opinions  submissions  are  also  welcome. 


*eVARSITY 

380  Huron  Street,  Level  2  East 
Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6 


Editorial: 
(416)  946-7600 


Advertising 
(416)  946-7604 


E-mail: 
edltor@thevarsity.ca 


Editor-in-Chief 

David  Shiga 

Production  Manager 

Rogelio  Brisefio 

News  Editor 

Ryan  Kennedy 

Photo  Editor 

Kara  Dillon 

Science  Editor 

Zoe  Cormier 

Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor  ; 

Tabassum  Siddiqui 


Sports  Editor 

Rebecca  Addelman 

Opinions  Editor 

Andy  Canivet 

Scarborough  Bureau  Chief 

Sarah  Barmak 

Erindale  Bureau  Chief 

Vacant 

Associate  Sports  Editors 

Amara  Gossin 
Matt  Somers 

Associate  A&E  Editor 

Andrew  Bricker 


Associate  Science  Editors 

Joanne  Tang 
Justin  Trottier 

Associate  News  Editors 

Peon  Chau 
Naomi  Fance 
Bronwyn  Kienapple 
Graham  Scott 
Lesley  Trites 

Associate  Photo  Editors 

Dennis  Choquette 
Bria'nna  Sharpe 


Contributors: 

Don  Duval,  Ian  Ha,  Wendy  Gu,  David  Silverman,  Anton 
Zaplakhov,  Sean  Kirby,  Daniel  Roth,  Hazem  Jamjoum, 
Candice  Debi,  Andrea  Bellemare,  Olya  Sanakoev,  Manoji 
Pereira,  Jordan  Bimm,  Matthew  K.  Thomas,  Jyll  Malbeuf, 
Gavin  Brauer,  Yasmin  Siddiqui. 

VARSITY  PUBLICATIONS: 


Chair  &  CEO 

Danny  Sundararajan 

Vice  President 

Jeremy  "Duke"  Burman 

General  Manager 

Andrew  Lcfoley 


Ad  Sales  Manager 

Mohammad  M.  Irtiaj 

■Ad  Designer 

Rogelio  Briseno 


8    Monday,  November  17, 2003 


Opinion  &  Analysis 


opiniDns(^ttievarsit|f.ca 


Iranian  activist  a  credit  to  the  peace 


lnSEAWKIBBY 


1  was  impressed  to  see  that  the 
normally  reflexively  anti-American 
Nobel  Peace  Prize  committee  has 
this  year  avoided  the  chance  to  take 
a  swipe  at  US  policy,  and  instead 
awarded  the  prize  to  someone  truly 
deserving:  Iranian  human  rights  ac- 
tivist Shirin  Ebadi.  Previously,  the 
prize  has  been  awarded  to  some 
undeserving  candidates  like  Kofi  An- 
nan and  Jimmy  Carter,  whose  only 
recent  contribution  to  peace  was  in 
defending  the  regime  of  Saddam  Hus- 
sein. Other  times,  the  prize  is  given  to 
those  so  openly  hostile  to  peace  that 
the  prize  has  become  a  sort  of  sick 
joke.  Topping  this  list  would  be  Yas- 
ser Arafat  and  Henry  Kissinger — two 
Peace  Prize  recipients  who  have  been 
instrumental  in  orchestrating  mass 
murder  throughout  their  long  and 
illustrious  careers.  In  that  sense,  this 
year's  choice  does  more  to  redeem 
the  value  of  the  award  itself  by  its  as- 
sociation with  Ms.  Ebadi  than  it  does 
to  heighten  her  own  reputation. 

Shirin  Ebadi  was  one  of  the  first 
female  Judges  in  Iran,  a  position  she 
held  until  the  Islamic  "Revolution" 


stripped  her  of  that  position.  (Why 
are  the  most  reactionary  movements 
always  billed  as  revolutions?)  Since 
then,  Ms.  Ebadi  worked  to  oppose 
the  systematic  oppression  of  women 
in  Iran,  and  end  the  control  of  govern- 
ment by  religious  hardliners.  Ms.  Eba- 
di has  been  jailed  many  times  for  her 
activities.  That  she  is  even  allowed  to 
live  in  Iran  is  evidence  that  she  has 
learned  to  work  within  the  system — a 
dangerous  position  indeed,  but  per- 
haps the  only  way  to  bring  about  the 
peaceful  reform  she  desires. 

There  is  a  tendency  among  some 
people  to  unanimously  equate 
"peaceful"  with  "good,"  and  assume 
that  the  peaceful  is  always  prefer- 
able to  the  violent.  However,  it  is  an 
unfortunate  reality  of  the  world  that 
some  threats  can  only  be  countered 
with  superior  force,  and  occasion- 
ally the  desire  for  peace  can  be  lethal. 
Though  force  may  remain  a  necessity 
in  confronting  militant  Islamism  and 
the  terrorism  it  breeds,  it  is  ultimately 
in  people  like  Shirin  Ebadi  that  real 
hope  for  victory  over  religious  ex- 
tremism lies.  A  hero  of  human  rights 
and  the  dignity  of  women,  she  has 
proven  that  while  the  Islamic  faith  is 


not  incompatible  with  those  ideals, 
we  must  not  let  shortsighted  appeals 
to  differing  "cultural  values"  excuse 
us  from  standing  up  to  theocratic 
repression  wherever  it  should  pres- 
ent itself.  Shirin  Ebadi  should  be  the 
model  for  the  kind  of  reformer  who 
will  do  more  to  change  the  face  of 
the  Islamic  world  than  any  amount  of 
American  force  ever  could. 

Today,  the  power  of  the  theocrats  in 
Iran  is  beginning  to  wane,  thanks  in  no 
small  part  to  Shirin  Ebadi  and  others 
like  her.  But  there  are  still  battles  to 
be  fought.  The  body  of  Canadian-Ira- 
nian journalist  Zahra  Kazemi  remains 
buried  in  Tehran,  where  Iranian  Intel- 
ligence agents  savagely  beat  her  to 
death.  The  Iranian  government  has 
been  anything  but  cooperative  in  the 
investigation  into  her  death,  changing 
its  story  multiple  times  and  refusing 
even  her  family  access  to  the  body. 
And  yet  Canada  remains  remarkably 
passive  regarding  the  apparent  state 
murder  of  one  of  its  citizens. 

While  we  praise  the  work  done 
by  Ms.  Ebadi,  we  must  not  neglect 
our  own  responsibilities  to  oppose 
fundamentalist  thuggery  and  oppres- 
sion— peacefully  and  otherwise. 


Confessions  of  a  Dangerous  Jew 


by  DANIEL  ROTH 


Why  do  I  call  myself  a  "Dangerous 
Jew?"  I  am  one  of  a  dying  breed;  I 
am  a  Jew  with  dangerous  beliefs.  At 
least  they  are  dangerous  according 
to  those  who  control  the  voices  of  the 
Canadian  Jewish  People. 

1  am  a  Zionist.  Yes,  you  heard  me.  I 
am  not  afraid  to  say  it,  that's  because 
I  know  that  it  does  not  mean  that  I  am 
a  racist,  a  word  that  so  many  have 
come  to  associate  with  Zionism.  I 
believe  in  Jewish  self-determination. 
I  believe  that  we  need  a  state  of  our 
own.  The  lessons  of  the  Holocaust 
taught  us  that.  But  I  also  believe  that 
the  Palestinian  people  also  have  the 
right  to  a  state  of  their  own.  I  believe 
that  every  ethnicity  has  the  right  to  a 
homeland,  if  they  desire.  The  Jewish 
Holocaust  was  not  the  only  genocide 
during  the  last  century,  far  from  it. 
That  should  tell  any  reasonable  per- 
son that  everyone  needs  a  homeland. 

I  went  to  a  rally  last  fall  when 
Benyamin  Netanyahu,  the  former 
Israeli  prime  minister  came  to  speak 
in  North  York.  I  brought  the  sign  that 
I  always  bring  along  to  rallies  sur- 
rounding Israel.  It's  blue  and  white. 
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like  the  Israeli  flag,  and  on  it  is  writ- 
ten: "We  Want  Peace."  That's  all. 

Upon  arrival  1  realized  that  the  rally 
was  split  in  two  by  the  police,  the 
Arab  side  of  the  barricade,  and  the 
Jewish  side.  Upon  closer  inspection, 
I  realized  that  it  was  split  up  beyond 
that.  All  of  the  Left  Wing  Jews  were 
on  the  Arab  side  as  well.  Well  1  didn't 
hesitate.  I  marched  right  up  to  the 
front  of  the  Jewish  side  and  held  up 
my  peace  sign  as  high  as  I  could.  As  I 
heard  the  "Lefty's"  on  the  other  side 
beckoning  me  over  to  the  other  side 
a  Jewish  man  standing  next  to  me  spit 
in  my  face  and  the  next  thing  I  knew 
1  was  on  the  ground  being  stomped 
by  my  "brothers."  All  because  1  was 
expressing  my  wish  for  peace  in  my 
homeland. 

I  have  been  to  too  many  seminars, 
rallies  and  meetings  of  the  Jewish 
community  where  they  tell  us  above 
all  else  to  stand  together  under  the 
Israeli  flag,  no  matter  what  happens. 
That  is  wrong.  1  support  Israel,  but 
not  blindly.  When  Israel  is  doing 
something  wrong  1  criticize  it.  When 
the  Palestinians  are  doing  something 
wrong  1  criticize  them  too.  It  has  be- 
come apparent  that  the  right  wing  on 
both  sides  has  hijacked  this  conflict 
and  is  leaving  a  trail  of  blood  and 
hate  behind  it.  1  have  different  views 
from  them  and  1  will  continue  to  make 
them  known  wherever  and  whenever 
possible. 

Although  those  who  control  the 
Jewish  voice  in  Canada  want  to 
silence  me,  this  "Dangerous  Jew"  is 
going  to  keep  holding  that  blue  and 
white  sign  for  peace.  This  "Danger- 
ous Jew"  will  keep  on  making  it  loud 
and  clear  that  there  are  many  forms 
of  Zionism  and  many  differing  Jewish 
views  on  the  conflict  in  the  Middle 
East,  and  that  no  matter  how  dan- 
gerous it  is  to  believe,  peace  is  still 
possible. 

Daniel  Roth  is  a  second-year  student  at 
Woodswortli  college,  majoring  in  Eng- 
lish and  moving  into  Political  Science. 
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There's  always 
room  for 
schwarma 

Re:  More  Shwarma  Less  Sha- 
ron, (Nov.  11) 

I  am  not  surprised  that  Hillel's 
recent  campaign  "More  Humus, 
Less  Hamas '  has  been  garnering 
attention  in  the  letters  section  of 
the  Varsity.  I  was  also  not  surprised 
that  the  campaign  slogan  is  seen  as 
biased  by  some  individuals. 

However,  I  think  the  purpose  of 
the  campaign  was  to  focus  on  the 
similarities  between  all  Middle 
Eastern  peoples,  rather  than  their 
differences.  The  conflict  has  long 
and  complicated  history  and  it 
would  be  very  difficult  to  include 
every  argument  about  its  source  in 
a  short  slogan.  1  think  the  most  im- 
portant thing  about  the  campaign 
is  that  it  should  promote  dialogue 
between  Jews  and  Muslims.  I  think 
the  important  part  of  the  slogan 
is  the  first  half — the  one  that 
emphasized  the  similarities.  So,  by 
all  means  start  a  "More  Shwarma, 
less  Sharon"  campaign,  as  long  as 
it  promotes  constructive  dialogue 
between  Jews  and  Muslims. 


Michelle  Waese 
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STIMULATING  RESEARCH 

''We  have  had  spinal  cord  injury  patients  who  came  in  paralyzed,  could  not  use  either  of  their  hands,  and  left 

the  program  using  both  of  their  hands.  That's  very  exciting" 


STA^D1NG  tall:  Adrian  Morrison,  who's  right  leg  is  paralyzed,  is  a  research  subject  in  a  study  being 
conducted  by  Dr.  Adam  Thrasher,  sitting,  who  hopes  to  help  bring  Morrison's  leg  up  to  the  same  level 
of  function  as  his  left  leg,  and  perhaps  help  him  regain  the  ability  to  walk. 


Raymond  Daniel  was 
paralyzed  from  the  waist 
down  four  years  ago  in 
a  traumatic  injury,  but 
three  times  a  week  he  gets  up  out 
of  his  wheelchair  and  walks. 

He  doesn't  do  it  by  himself — a 
team  of  engineers,  armed  with 
electrical  stimulators,  a  treadmill 
and  a  harness,  force  his  legs  to 
move  and  get  him  to  walk.  But 
the  hope  is  that  someday,  after 
enough  treatment,  practice  and 
repetition,  he  will  be  able  to  get 
up  out  of  his  wheelchair  by  him- 
self. 

Daniel  is  a  subject  in  a  study 
being  conducted  by  a  team  of 
biomedical  engineers  from  U  of 
T  and  Toronto  Rehab.  They  help 
people  regain  the  ability  to  move 
muscles  that  became  paralyzed, 
either  from  a  stroke  or  a  spinal 
cord  injury.  This  might  involve 
taking  a  stroke  victim  and  help- 
ing them  to  move  an  immobile 
arm  again,  or  getting  a  car  crash 
victim  to  move  their  legs  again. 

The  study  is  still  in  it's  early 
stages  "but  so  far  the  results  are 
surprising,"  says  Dr.  Milos  Popo- 
vic,  head  of  the  two  labs  where 
the  research  is  being  done.  One 
is  located  in  the  Rosebrugh  Build- 
ing at  U  of  T,  and  one  is  at  Toronto 
Rehab's  Lyndhurst  Centre  near 
Sunnybrook  Hospital. 

"If  you  define  'success  rate'  by 
the  number  of  people  that  have 
improved  function  after  going 
through  our  study,  we  have  a  100 
per  cent  success  rate." 

What  Dr.  Popovic  and  his  col- 
leagues perform  is  called  "func- 
tional electrical  stimulation." 
They  apply  small  electric  shocks 
to  the  surface  of  a  patient's  skin, 
causing  their  muscles  to  con- 
tract, mimicking  what  normally 
happens  when  a  person  with  an 
intact  nervous  system  moves. 

When  you  decide  to  lift  your 
arm  or  kick  your  foot,  your  brain 
sends  a  signal  down  through 
your  spinal  cord,  which  acts  like 
a  highway,  to  activate  the  nerves 
that  run  to  the  muscle  you're 
trying  to  move.  A  small  electri- 
cal impulse  goes  running  down 
your  nerve.  When  it  reaches  the 
muscle,  the  muscle  contracts,  in 
the  wave  of  a  hand  or  the  swing 
of  a  bat. 

But  in  people  with  spinal  cord 
injuries,  the  spinal  cord,  the 
message  route  has  been  cut. 
The  muscles  and  accompanying 
nerves  are  all  still  intact,  but  no 
signals  can  reach  them.  By  apply- 
ing electric  shocks  to  the  surface 
of  a  patient's  skin,  you  can  hope- 
fully get  that  impulse  to  reach  the 


nerve  you're  targeting.  This  then 
triggers  a  impulse  to  go  down  the 
nerve  fiber  and  replicate  what 
happens  in  a  normal  contrac- 
tion. If  you  sequence  a  group  of 
muscles  to  contract  in  a  specific 
order,  you  can  create  a  useful 
movement,  like  the  clenching  of 
a  fist  or  the  gait  of  a  leg. 

This  technology  isn't  new — 
people  have  been  using  func- 
tional electrical  stimulation  for 
about  40  years.  Many  researchers 
in  fact  have  implanted  wires  into 
the  muscles  of  paralyzed  people 
to  create  movement  in  their  oth- 
erwise motionless  limbs.  Often 


Text  and  photographs  by  ZOE  CORMIER 


however,  after  20  years  patients 
wanted  the  wires  removed  be- 
cause they  migrated  around  their 
body  or  even  broke,  and  were  no 
longer  of  any  use  in  replicating 
motion. 

But  for  about  the  past  five 
years,  many  scientists  all  over 
the  world  have  made  the  same 
startling  discovery:  without 
surgery,  with  only  suface  stimua- 
tion,  some  patients  can  actually 
regain  voluntary  control  of  those 
muscles  ,  after  just  a  few  months 
of  treatment. 

Ten  years  ago,  nobody  thought 
this  was  possible.  If  you  had  a 


spinal  cord  injury  or  you  had  a 
stroke,  there  was  nothing  modern 
science  could  do  for  you.  Even 
worse,  50  years  ago,  if  you  had 
a  paralyzing  injury  you  weren't 
expected  to  live  even  a  year.  This 
was  mainly  due  to  a  lack  of  bowel 
and  bladder  control  that  led  to 
severe  infections,  because  handi- 
capped patients  then  simply  did 
not  receive  adequate  care  and 
attention. 

Yet  today  labs  all  over  the 
world,  including  several  others  in 
Canada,  are  reporting  the  same 
thing:  paralyzed  muscles  can  in 
fact  be  reawakened. 


There  are  other  labs  that  per- 
form this  same  basic  procedure, 
but  Dr.  Popovic  and  his  associ- 
ates add  another  layer  to  the 
treatment:  they  ask  their  study 
subjects  to  do  a  certain  task,  for 
example,  picking  up  a  pen,  when 
they  apply  treatment.  The  subject 
has  to  imagine  what  it  would  feel 
like  to  make  the  motion,  and  they 
have  to  strain  themselves.  The 
electric  shock  is  then  applied, 
and  the  muscles  contract.  The 
idea  is  that  if  the  brain  is  giving 
output  to  the  hand  to  move,  and 
the  muscles  actually  contract, 
the  brain  will  get  feedback  about 
what  has  happened  in  the  system 
and  will  in  a  sense  "relearn"  how 
to  move  those  muscles.  "The 
brain  has  a  certain  amount  of 
plasticity,  so  you  can  retrain  it," 
says  Dr.  Popovic. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable 
things  about  this  study  however 
is  that  nobody  knows  how,  or 
why  it  works.  It  may  be  that  dam- 
aged nerves  get  regrown,  or  that 
preexisting  nerves  get  rewired  to 
perform  different  tasks.  Nobody 
knows  for  sure.  But  one  thing  is 
certain:  the  treatment  works. 

It  hasn't  worked  for  all  pa- 
tients, thus  far,  but  it  has  for 
many.  Christopher  Reeves  used 
a  similar  method  to  regain  the 
use  of  one  of  his  fingers  after  four 
months  of  treatment.  "But  for  us 
that's  very  little  improvement," 
says  Dr.  Popovic.  "You  spend 
too  much  time  and  energy  just 
to  move  one  finger,  it's  a  waste 
of  time." 

The  electrical  shocks  are 
certainly  not  pleasant,  says  Dr. 
Popovic.  "But  it  doesn't  damage 
the  tissue,  it  doesn't  cause  any 
side  effects,  you  just  have  to  get 
used  to  it.  It's  like  a  bad-tasting 
medicine  that  is  good  for  you." 

The  attitude  around  the  lab 
does  feel  a  bit  like  "tough  love"— 
Dr.  Popovic  can  be  quite  firm  with 
squeamish  subjects.  He  often  re- 
sorts to  stimulating  his  own  arm 
to  demonstrate  that  it  is  safe. 

Dr.  Popovic  mainly  conducts 
studies  on  grasping — trying  to 
help  people  regain  the  ability  to 
pick  up  and  manipulate  objects. 
Dr.  Adam  Thrasher,  a  Canadian 
Paraplegic  Association  of  Ontario 
post-doctoral  fellow,  is  in  charge 
of  something  even  more  ambi- 
tious: the  locomotion  study.  He 
is  helping  people  in  wheelchairs 
walk  again. 

Until  recently  Dr.  Thrasher  has 
only  been  able  to  help  about  10  to 
15  per  cent  of  the  population  of 
people  with  spinal  cord  injuries. 
Every  spinal  cord  injury  is  differ- 
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ent,  and  there  are  varying  degrees 
of  paralysis,  from  total  body,  to 
just  below  the  waist,  to  just  one 
side  of  the  body.  Some  people 
are  unable  to  move  their  legs  at 
all  and  are  completely  confined 
to  their  wheelchairs.  Others  how- 
ever are  able  to  get  up  out  of  their 
chair  and  stand,  hobble  around  a 
bit,  or  even  walk  very  short  dis- 
tances. They  usually  do  so  with 
help  or  with  assisting  devices,  like 
rollers,  leg  braces,  and  canes.  It  is 
only  these  people,  called  "partial 
ambulators,"  that  Dr.  Thrasher 
has  been  able  to  treat,  because 
they  are  able  to  stand  up  and  try 
out  various  walking  exercises. 
After  three  or  four  months  of 
repeated  stimulation  of  their  leg 
muscles,  Dr  Thrasher  has  been 
able  to  get  some  patients  to  walk 
faster,  and  with  fewer  assisting 
devices.  "I  firmly  believe  from  our 
pilot  studies  so  far  that  we  can 
make  them  walk  better,"  says  Dr. 
Thrasher 

The  most  dramatic  example 
he  cited  was  a  man  that  came  in 
walking  at  only  0.2  meters  per 
second,  who  after  the  study  could 
walk  at  0.6  meters  per  second 
(normal  walking  speed  is  about 
1.0  meters  per  second).  This  may 
not  sound  like  a  huge  difference, 
but  it  means  that  now  this  man 
can  cross  the  street  before  the 
light  changes  to  red.  "I  mean,  that 
just  opened  up  a  whole  new  world 
for  him,"  he  says. 

But  now,  with  a  shiny  new  piece 
of  equipment  called  a  body  weight 
support  treadmill.  Dr.  Thrasher 
can  expand  his  treatment  to  a 
possible  50  per  cent  of  the  spinal 
cord  injury  population.  "A  lot  of 
my  subjects  are  calling  it  the  '50 
Cent  machine,'  after  the  rapper's 
music  video,  so  I've  started  call- 
ing it  that  because  it  means  a  lot 
more  to  them  than  'body  weight 
support  treadmill.'" 

With  harnesses  and  counter- 
weights to  take  the  load  off  a 
patient's  feet,  a  running  treadmill, 
the  right  sequence  of  electric 
shocks,  and  sometimes  even  a 
pair  of  hands  to  help  move  their 
feet.  Dr.  Thrasher  can  take  people 
who  cannot  walk  at  all  and  get 
them  to  cruise  along  the  tread- 
mill, their  chair  sitting  unused  in 
the  corner.  "They're  walking  with 
a  lot  of  assistance,  but  you  know, 
it's  walking,"  said  Dr.  Thrasher. 

Daniel  is  one  such  patient.  He  is 
paralyzed  from  the  waist  down, 
but  because  he  still  has  some 
sensation  in  his  legs  and  rela- 
tively strong  muscles  compared 
to  many  other  handicapped 
individuals,  Dr.  Thrasher  thinks 


he  may  be  able  to  help  him  regain 
the  ability  to  stand  and  move 
about  a  bit  on  his  own.  "If  we  can 
help  them  restore  some  of  their 
walking  functions  so  they  can  do 
more  than  they  could,  it's  a  huge 
jump  in  independence  and  it's  a 
huge  increase  in  their  quality  of 
life  as  well,  and  that's  the  bottom 
line  for  us.  We  just  want  to  make 
their  lives  better." 

Daniel's  treatment  is  particu- 
larly exciting,  because  textbook 
knowledge  states  that  the  only 
way  to  help  people  with  a  spinal 
cord  injury  or  a  stroke  is  immedi- 
ately after  their  accident — wait  a 
few  years  and  the  window  of  op- 
portunity is  lost.  But  Dr.  Popovic 
and  Dr.  Thrasher  have  already 
cast  doubt  on  this,  having  helped 
several  people  years  after  their 
injury. 

Dr.  Thrasher  is  modest  about 
what  he  hopes  to  achieve  with 
his  subjects.  The  science  is  still 
very  new.  But  his  patients  seem 
more  optimistic  about  his  ability 
to  help  them.  "He's  the  man,"  says 
Daniel. 

Dr.  Popovic's  patients  show 
similar  enthusiasm.  "1  was 
thrilled  to  death  right  off  the  bat 
to  be  one  of  the  lucky  ones  to  be 
included  in  the  electric  chair  pro- 
gram," jokes  Ivaan  Kotulsky,  who 
lost  the  use  of  his  right  arm  after 
his  second  stroke  in  December  of 
2002.  He  began  treatment  with 
Dr.  Popovic  in  January  of  2003, 
stopped  in  February,  and  then 
started  again  in  August.  He  can 
now  freely  move  his  arm  about 
the  shoulder  joint,  and  can  pick 
up  objects  easily.  "1  can  open  a 
can,  1  can  cut  a  bagel  now,"  says 
Kotulsky.  He  isn't  however  ready 
to  quit  the  treatment.  Kotulsky, 
a  jeweler,  used  to  own  a  store  on 
Queen  St.  West  called  The  Lord  of 
the  Rings  where  he  sold  his  own 
handcrafted  jewelry.  "That's  why 
I  want  my  hand  back.  1  don't  care 
if  1  hobble,  but  1  want  to  impress 
the  hell  out  of  everybody  by 
showing  them  the  bracelets  and 
rings  1  can  still  make,"  he  says. 

Dr.  Mark  Tonack  is  an  anthro- 
pologist with  Toronto  Rehab,  who 
is  conducting  an  independent 
survey  of  Dr.  Popovic's  patients 
to  assess  how  much  the  treat- 
ment has  really  helped  them,  to 
see  if  the  lab  is  all  it's  cracked  up 
to  be.  "Even  I'm  quite  surprised 
that  everybody  that  I  have  talked 
to  has  very  positive  feedback  on 
the  treatment,"  he  says.  "There 
were  clients  that  came  in  that 
couldn't  even  open  or  close  their 
fingers,  or  grasp  objects,  and  af- 
ter participating  in  the  treatment 


regime  they  were  able  to  open 
their  hand,  move  their  fingers 
and  grasp  objects.  It  may  not 
sound  remarkable  if  you're  not 
familiar  with  people  with  spinal 
cord  injuries,  but  for  a  quad- 
riplegic it  means  the  difference 
between  being  able  to  hold  a  pen, 
being  able  to  drive  their  wheel- 
chair themselves,  being  able  to 
shave  themselves." 

Subjects  in  the  study  do  not 
have  to  pay  for  the  treatment,  nor 
does  OHIP  pick  up  the  bill.  Re- 
search money  pays  for  treatment 
given  to  study  subjects,  but  both 
Thrasher  and  Popovic  provide 
treatment  free  of  cost  to  other 
people  as  well.  Neither  feel  the 
clinic  is  adequately  funded — the 
waiting  list  is  quite  long  with 
people  desiring  treatment  that 
there  just  isn't  the  time  or  money 
for  yet.  Their  intention  is  to  estab- 
lish a  stable  funding  source  that 
would  allow  them  to  treat  any  pa- 
tient desiring  it.  They  also  stress 
that  more  student  volunteers 
would  help  them  considerably. 

Nevertheless,  improvements  in 
treatment  for  paralyzed  people 
are  not  likely  to  stop  here.  A  great 
deal  of  research  is  investigating 
the  potential  to  regrow  damaged 
nervous  tissue,  one  of  the  goals 
of  stem-cell  research.  "If  stem  cell 
research  can  truly  start  regrow- 
ing  central  nervous  system  cells 
[the  cells  of  the  brain  and  spinal 
cord],  that's  great,  because  that's 
something  that  we  didn't  use  to 
think  was  possible  a  long  time 
ago,"  says  Dr.  Thrasher. 

But,  stress  both  Dr.  Thrasher 
and  Dr.  Popovic,  even  if  you  suc- 
cessfully regrow  such  tissue,  that 
doesn't  mean  that  a  patient  with 
a  new  set  of  nerves  will  be  able  to 
walk — the  nerves  and  the  spinal 
cord  will  still  have  to  be  "taught" 
how  to  work  in  the  right  way  to 
create  an  action  as  complex  as 
walking,  and  functional  electrical 
stimulation  is  clearly  one  way  to 
accomplish  this.  "A  very  simple 
example  is  that  of  the  Russian 
astronauts  sitting  on  MIR  for 
300  days  straight — you  bring 
them  back,  they  have  complete 
nervous  systems,  but  they  can't 
walk,"  says  Dr.  Popovic.  "You 
have  to  train  them  for  months, 
literally,  to  teach  them  again  how 
to  walk." 

They  might  only  be  truly  walk- 
ing around  a  controlled  lab  en- 
vironment now,  but  considering 
that  10  years  ago  they  had  no 
hope  at  all,  the  future  is  clearly 
bright  for  people  who  never 
thought  they  would  get  out  of 
their  wheelchairs  again. 


Biomedical  engineer  Dr.  Adam  Thrasher,  left,  and  paraplegic 
Raymond  Daniel,  right,  who  has  just  begun  his  treatment  and  has 
high  hopes  for  recovery  from  his  spinal  cord  injury. 


Research  engineer  Abdul  Kadir  Bulsen,  left,  and  stroke  victim 
Ivaan  Kotulsky,  right,  using  electrical  stimulation  to  give  Kotulsky 
the  use  of  his  right  hand  again. 


Lord  of  the  Rings:  Kotulsky  is  a  jewelrer  who  specializes  in 
handcrafted  items  like  this  ring.  He  is  eager  to  regain  full  use  of 
his  right  hand  so  he  can  again  create  intricate  pieces  of  metalwork. 
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SCIENCE  BRIEFS 

World's  smallest 
guitar  plucked 

Physicists  at  Cornell  University  report 
that  using  a  laser  beam  they  have 
plucked  the  strings  of  the  world's  small- 
est silicon  guitar,  just  10  millionths  of  a 
metre  long.  The  high-pitched  sound  of 
the  guitar  vibrated  at  40  million  cycles 
per  second,  17  octaves  above  what  hu: 
man  ears  can  hear.  The  same  research- 
ers have  contructed  a  nanodrum  and  a 
nanoxylophone.  If  nanomanufacturing 
becomes  of  use,  something  as  small  as 
a  nanoguitar  might  be  mass-produced 
for  use  as  sensitive  detectors  for  ultra- 
high frequency  waves. 
-WENDY  GU 

Source:  New  York  Times 

Slacking  off  at  work 
good  for  you 

Researchers  at  the  University  of  Utre- 
cht have  studied  the  effects  of  playing 
games  at  work.  One  would  expect 
game  playing  to  distract  workers  and 
waste  time.  But  contrary  to  popular 
beliefs,  playing  games  at  work  might 
help  to  increase  personal  productiv- 
ity and  make  workers  feel  better 
about  their  tasks.  Standard  Windows 
games  like  Solitaire  and  Minesweeper 
give  the  brains  of  the  workers  a  break 
from  complex  duties.  The  researchers 
stress  the  findings  are  preliminary  and 
further  tests  are  planned  to  investigate 
the  effect  of  strategic  or  role-playing 
games.  It  is  expected  that  different 
games  would  improve  different  cogni- 
tive tasks. 
-WG 

Source:  BBC  NEWS 


Chronic  just  the  tonic 

The  first  large-scale  study  on  the  medi- 
cal benefits  of  smoking  marijuana  for 
people  suffering  from  multiple  sclero- 
sis confirms  that  the  plant  can  soothe 
symptoms.  The  study  was  conducted 
in  Britain  using  a  placebo  and  pill-form 
drugs,  either  a  direct  cannabis  extract 
or  a  synthetic  form  of  THC,  called  Ma- 
rinol.  People  taking  the  cannabinoids 
found  that  they  had  relieved  muscle 
stiffness  and  could  walk  easier.  There 
was  almost  no  difference  between 
the  cannabis  extract  and  the  THC 
pills.  Multiple  sclerosis  affects  about 
2.5  million  people  worldwide,  causing 
spasms,  intense  physical  pain,  trem- 
ors and  bladder  problems.  Marinol  is 
licensed  for  treating  people  with  HIV 
but  not  for  MS,  and  researchers  intend 
to  push  for  the  drug's  approval  for  MS. 
-ZOE  CORMIER 
Source:  Nature 

More  BRIEFS  on  next  page 


Students  object  to  U.S.  Defense's 
offer  to  fund  research 

by  DON  DUVAL  i  ___  


A  new  initiative  recently  opened  to 
Canadian  universities  by  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Defense  is  receiving 
significant  attention  from  U  of  T  group 
Students  of  Science  for  Peace.  The 
Department  of  Defense  will  provide 
funding  to  support  research  endeav- 
ors for  specific  projects  that  are 
mutually  beneficially  for  both  parties. 
As  student  group  founder  Sidrah  Ah- 
mad explains,  "although  no  Canadian 
universities  have  yet  signed  on,  it  is  a 
disturbing  development  and  we  want 
to  get  information  out  to  the  public. 
We  want  people  to  realize  that  as 
MacLean's  magazine's  top  rated  Cana- 
dian university,  we  have  a  leading  role 
and  if  we  take  a  stand  against  [the  U.S. 
Department  of  Defense's  initiative], 
other  universities  might  follow." 

Science  for  Peace  is  a  UN  recog- 
nized non-governmental  organization 
with  a  mandate  to  promote  research 
and  education  for  peace.  U  of  T 
faculty  members  founded  the  group 
more  than  20  years  ago,  including 
professor  emeritus  John  Valleau 
from  the  Department  of  Chemistry. 
With  a  diverse  membership  including 
natural  scientists,  engineers,  social 
scientists  and  other  scholars,  the 
group  has  amalgamated  knowledge 
and  leadership  to  deliver  forums  and 
seminars  discussing  a  wide  range  of 
relevant  issues.  Last  year,  renowned 
MIT  professor  Noam  Chomsky  was 
one  of  the  prominent  speakers  invited 
to  participate  at  an  event  organized 
by  Science  for  Peace. 

Ahmad  founded  the  student  chap- 
ter of  Science  for  Peace  last  year.  In 
her  office,  overlooking  the  quadrangle 
of  University  College,  a  library  of  re- 
ports, magazines  and  books  line  the 
shelves,  indicating  the  group's  strong 
commitment  to  research  on  current 
events.  As  Ahmad  explains,  both  Sci- 
ence for  Peace  and  its  student  branch 
"promote  peace  and  social  justice. 


byMANOJIPEREIRA 


Researchers  at  U  of  T  may  have 
found  a  way  to  prevent  heart  failure 
and  death  in  people  who  suffer  from 
high  levels  of  iron  in  their  blood. 
The  only  treatment  currently  avail- 
able for  this  condition  is  expensive 
and  painful.  Scientists  here  howev- 
er discovered  that  drugs  currently 
being  used  to  lower  blood  pressure, 
called  anti-hypertensives,  may  be 
an  easier  and  cheaper  way  to  treat 
these  patients. 

People  with  diseases  such  as 
sickle  cell  anemia  have  unusually 
high  levels  of  iron  in  their  blood, 
which  can  lead  to  heart  failure  and 
death.  Dr.  Peter  Backx,  professor 
of  Physiology  and  Medicine  and  an 
author  of  the  article  that  appears 
in  the  journal  Nature  Medicine,  ex- 
plained how  some  diseases,  like 


and  want  to  ensure  that  science  and 
technological  expansion  and  develop- 
ment are  used  for  the  benefit  of  all 
people." 

The  student  organization  offers 
various  seminars,  discussing  a  wide 
range  of  issues  including  past  forums 
on  depleted  uranium  munitions  in 
Iraq,  land  mine  use  in  Afghanistan, 
and  pharmaceutical  patenting  on 
medicine  access  in  developing  na- 
tions. Ahmad  indicates  that  not  only 
do  they  promote  the  use  of  science 
for  peace,  but  they  also  identify  and 
focus  on  other  relevant  issues.  The 
most  recent  seminar,  "Energy  without 
Oil"  presented  this  past  Thursday,  fo- 
cused on  practical  ways  to  introduce 
sustainable   energy  to  developing 


sickle  cell  anemia  or  thalassemia, 
cause  iron  overload.  Red  blood  cells 
carry  iron,  but  in  these  diseases  the 
red  blood  cells  are  defective.  People 
with  sickle  cell  anemia  for  example 
have  red  blood  cells  shaped  not 
like  slightly  flattened  spheres,  but 
like  crescent  moons  (hence  the 
name  "sickle  cell").  "This  leads  to 
increased  iron  absorption  from  the 
diet.  People  with  sickle  cell  anemia 
and  thalassemia  also  require  blood 
transfusions  on  a  regular  basis, 
[and]  transfusions  are  filled  with 
iron  [contained  in  the  red  blood 
cells]." 

This  excess  iron  enters  the  cells 
of  the  body  through  calcium  chan- 
nels, gates  that  allow  calcium  into 
cells.  Calcium  channels  are  "part 
of  the  body's  natural  functioning," 
according  to  Dr.  Gavin  Oudit,  a  car- 
diologist in  the  University  Health 
Network  and  the  lead  author  of  the 


nations. 

Being  part  of  the  university  com- 
munity, "one  of  our  main  interests  is 
reducing  the  amount  of  military  and 
corporate  influence  on  university 
research,"  explains  Ahmad.  The  infa- 
mous events  surrounding  U  of  T's  Dr. 
Nancy  Olivieri,  have  been  dubbed  by 
some  as  one  of  the  greatest  academic 
scandals  in  Canadian  history.  In  the 
late  1990's,  Olivieri  was  the  focus 
of  international  attention  after  her 
corporate  pharmaceutical  sponsor, 
Apotex,  attempted  to  prevent  her 
from  releasing  unfavourable  results 
from  her  clinical  trials  for  one  of  their 
products.  She  was  testing  a  drug 
meant  to  lower  the  amount  of  iron  in 
the  blood  on  children  with  the  blood 


research  paper.  For  example,  in  the 
heart,  calcium  channels  let  calcium 
into  heart  cells,  which  makes  the 
heart  contract.  Iron  can  also  enter 
human  cells  by  way  of  these  cal- 
cium channels.  The  human  body 
requires  small  amounts  of  iron  be- 
cause this  metal  carries  oxygen  in 
the  red  blood  cells,  but  too  much 
iron  can  have  detrimental  effects. 
If  too  much  iron  enters  cells  via  the 
calcium  channels,  the  cells  undergo 
stress  and  die.  This  is  why  high  iron 
can  lead  to  heart  failure. 

Anti-hypertensive  drugs  called 
calcium  channel  blockers  prevent 
iron  overload  because  they  close 
calcium  channels  and  therefore 
stop  iron  from  entering  cells.  This  is 
a  big  improvement  when  compared 
to  the  current  treatment  available, 
called  chelation  therapy.  Chela- 
tion therapy  only  removes  excess 
iron  from  the  blood,  but  it  cannot 


disorder  thalassemia  (see  "New  hope 
for  heart  failure,"  below).  Dr.  Olivieri 
found  that  the  drug  did  not  in  fact 
benefit  the  children.  Apotex  abruptly 
terminated  the  trials  and  issued  warn- 
ings of  legal  action  against  Olivieri 
should  she  inform  her  patients  at  the 
Hospital  for  Sick  Children  of  the  risks 
she  believed  were  associated  with  the 
drug  or  publish  her  findings. 

With  this  in  mind  and  the  current 
issues  surrounding  the  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Defense,  Ahmad  indicates  the 
group  will  continue  to  offer  seminars 
and  organize  anti-war  demonstra- 
tions, while  at  the  same  time  trying 
to  engage  new  members  who  share 
a  comparable  interest  and  passion  for 
promoting  peace. 


failure 

prevent  iron  from  building  up  and 
causing  tissue  damage.  Calcium 
channel  blockers  prevent  iron  from 
accumulating  to  dangerous  levels 
inside  cells.  Dr.  Peter  Liu,  profes- 
sor of  Physiology  and  Medicine 
and  senior  investigator  of  the  study, 
pointed  out  "since  the  drugs  being 
considered  have  already  been  ap- 
proved for  human  use,  the  potential 
for  clinical  benefit  could  be  realized 
much  earlier  than  other  treatment 
strategies." 

So  far,  the  researchers  have  only 
examined  the  effects  of  calcium 
channel  blockers  on  mice  with  iron- 
overload  heart  disease.  As  such, 
more  trials  have  to  be  carried  out 
on  humans  with  sickle-cell  anemia, 
thalassemia,  and  hereditary  hemo- 
chromatosis. Given  the  proven  safe- 
ty of  the  anti-hypertensives  tested, 
they  could  prevent  early  death  from 
heart  disease  for  many  patients. 


New  hope  for  preventing  heart 


Truth  is  Stranger  Than  Fiction 


It  is  estimated  that  about  25  per  cent  of  professional  scientists  worldwide  are  employed  by  the  military. 
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Stem  cell  research  gets  the  OK 


by  MADELINE  KHAN  

On  October  28  Bill  C-13  passed 
through  the  House  of  Commons,  ef- 
fectively prohibiting  human  cloning 
in  this  country  but  allowing  for  stem 
cell  research.  The  bill  still  has  to  pass 
through  the  Senate,  but  its  implemen- 
tation will  cut  through  the  "legislative 
limbo"  scientists  wishing  to  conduct 
stem  cell  research  have  found  them- 
selves in  for  the  past  several  years. 

If  passed,  Bill  C-13  would  prohibit 
human  therapeutic  cloning,  but  allow 
research  on  stem  cells  from  embryos 
"left  over"  from  infertility  treatments, 
where  several  embryos  are  created 
for  couples  having  trouble  conceiving 
in  the  hopes  that  one  might  success- 


fully be  implanted  in  a  mother  The 
bill  stipulates  that  such  embryos 
are  not  to  be  kept  alive  past  14  days. 
It  also  bans  the  creation  of  human- 
animal  hybrids,  the  sale  of  sperm  and 
ova,  and  commercial  surrogacy. 

Bill  C-13  would  also  allow  the 
creation  of  a  government-appointed 
body,  called  the  Assisted  Human 
Reproduction  Agency  of  Canada,  to 
regulate  and  monitor  activities  at  fer-. 
tility  clinics.  The  Agency  would  also 
license  clinics  and  collect  data. 

Since  their  discovery  in  humans  five 
years  ago,  stem  cells  have  spawned 
excitement,  fear,  and  controversy 
worldwide.  Stem  cells  are  "pluripo- 
tent",  meaning  they  can  develop  into 
almost  any  type  of  body  cell.  Labs 


then  culture  these  undifferentiated 
embryonic  cells,  in  essence  "blank 
cells,"  into  specialized  blood,  nerve, 
or  muscle  cells.  For  many,  stem  cells 
provide  the  greatest  hope  to  recover 
lost  or  damaged  tissue. 

Scientists  have  been  conducting 
research  on  stem  cells  in  laborato- 
ries and  fertility  clinics  all  over  this 
country  for  the  past  several  years, 
but  without  any  clear  guidelines. 
Labs  were  allowed  to  experiment  on 
extra  human  embryos  left  over  from 
infertility  treatments  provided  only 
that  they  were  not  kept  alive  past  14 
days,  according  to  guidelines  set  by 
the  federal  Medical  Research  Council 
in  1987. 

Professor  Jocelyn  Downie,  re- 
search chair  in  Health  and  Law  Policy 
at  Dalhousie  University,  commented, 
"...  apart  from  this  stipulation,  most 
research  activities  at  fertility  clinics 
across  Canada  [were]  unregulated." 

There  are  two  main  ways  that  fer- 
tility labs  have  been  able  to  extract 
stem  cells.  The  first  method  involves 
harvesting  stem  cells  directly  from 
six-day-old  fertilized  embryos,  called 
blastocysts. 

The  second  method  uses  human 
therapeutic  cloning.  It  involves  re- 
placing the  DNA  of  a  fertilized  egg 
with  a  patient's  DNA,  and  allowing 
the  resultant  embryo  to  divide  into 
the  blastocyst.  Stem  cells  are  har- 
vested and  cultured  to  form  organ 
tissue.  Healthy  heart  tissue,  for  ex- 
ample, can  then  be  transplanted  into 
the  recipient  without  fear  of  tissue 
rejection  because  the  cells  contain 
the  patient's  own  DNA.  Human  thera- 
peutic cloning  provides  the  greatest 
hope  for  thousands  of  people  suffer- 
ing from  spinal  cord  injuries  or  who 


are  afflicted  with  degenerative  dis- 
eases such  as  Alzheimer's,  multiple 
sclerosis,  or  Parkinson's  Disease. 

Many  politicians  and  ethicists 
applaud  Bill  C-13  because  it  would 
finally  provide  clear  guidelines  for 
controversial  practices.  Yet  some 
politicians  and  experts  in  the  field 
of  human  reproduction  claim  that 
Bill  C-13  does  not  go  far  enough 
in  preventing  abuses  such  as  the 
creation  of  embryos  solely  for  stem 
cell  production.  They  insist  that  the 
Agency  must  ensure  that  only  exist- 
ing surplus  embryos  from  infertility 
treatments  be  used.  Professor  Ab- 
dalla  Daar  of  U  of  T's  Joint  Centre  for 
Bioethics  generally  supports  the  bill 
but  worries  that,  "...the  Agency  may 
not  be  powerful  enough  to  enforce  its 
regulations." 

Bill  C-13  must  still  gain  Senate 
approval  before  Prime  Minister 
Chretien's  imminent  handing  over  of 
power.  If  the  bill  does  not  pass  the 
Senate,  the  resulting  vacuum  in  hu- 
man tissue  regulation  may  soon  be 
filled  by  unfettered  experimentation 
in  fertility  labs  across  Canada. 

It  should  be  noted  that  embryos  are 
not  the  only  source  for  stem  cells.  Dr. 
Chris  Glover  of  the  Ottawa  Heart  In- 
stitute explains  that  adult  stem  cells, 
gleaned  from  bone  marrow,  may 
also  be  used  in  research.  Although 
he  states  that  embryonic  stem  cells 
have  been  shown  most  likely  to  de- 
velop into  differentiated  tissues,  he 
concedes  that  not  much  research 
has  been  done  to  date  in  this  other 
area.  If  encouraged  by  legislators 
and  pursued  by  labs,  this  avenue  of 
research  could  provide  the  solution 
that  would  satisfy  all  concerns  of 
stem  cell  research. 
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Soccer  affects  stock 
market 


Economists  have  found  that  the 
British  stock  market  varies  ac- 
cording to  how  England's  soccer 
team  is  playing.  The  market  tend- 
ed to  rise  following  wins  and  fall 
after  loses.  Moreover,  the  stock 
market  gains  and  losses  varied 
with  how  important  the  game 
was.  Following  a  regular  match  in 
the  world  cup,  the  market  might 
rise  or  fall  by  about  0.4  per  cent. 
But  the  day  after  Germany  put 
England  out  of  the  1990  World  Cup 
on  penalties,  the  stock  market  fell 
by  a  full  per  cent.  Economists 
reason  that  when  England  is  on 
a  winning  spree,  people  are  more 
likely  to  keep  drinking,  partying, 
and  buying  sports  memorabilia, 
significantly  affecting  the  market. 
Moreover,  trader's  buying  pat- 
terns are  known  to  be  affected 
by  their  moods  (the  market  tends 
to  fall  on  Monday  mornings  but 
rise  on  Friday  afternoons),  which 
could  also  explain  the  findings. 
-ZC 

Source:  Nature 
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old-school 


Fringe  phenoms  wrap  up  Job:  The  Hip- 
Hop  Saga  at  the  Tarragon 


Entertainment 


revlew^thevarsity.ca 


byYASMINSIDDIQUI 

VARSITY  STAFF 


"MC  Abel/MC  Cain/We've  done  it 
before /We  gonna  do  it  again /So  throw 
your  hands  high  like  you's  insane/It's  the 
story  of  Job/Allegory  of  pain! " 

When  you  think  about  musical  the- 
atre, two  twenty-something  dudes  in 
track  suits  rapping  about  epistemol- 
ogy  is  probably  not  the  first  thing  that 
comes  to  mind.  In  a  genre  dominated 
by  schmaltzy  Andrew  Lloyd  Webber- 
style  productions  and  overblown, 
angst-ridden  plots,  Eli  Batalion  and 
Jerome  Saibil  have  thrown  down  the 
gauntlet  hip-hop  style,  and  they're 
ready  to  represent. 

Batalion  and  Saibil,  both  23,  are  the 
masterminds  behind  Job.  The  Hip-Hop 
Saga,  which  combines  Parts  1  and  II 
of  their  hugely  successful  Fringe  fes- 
tival hit  Job:  The  Hip-Hop  Musical,  and 
opens  at  the  Tarragon  Theatre  tomor- 
row night  for  a  month-long  run.  High 
school  pals  from  Montreal,  the  duo 
graduated  from  Brown  University  in 
2002  with  degrees  in  psychology  and 
philosophy  before  mounting  Job  I  on 
the  Fringe  circuit  to  rave  reviews  that 
summer.  Co-founders  of  Foque  de  la 
Tete  productions,  Batalion  and  Saibil 
write,  direct,  produce  and  perform  in 
their  own  shows,  and  have  taken  Job 
and  its  sequel.  Job  II:  The  Demon  of 
the  Eternal  Recurrence  (which  caused 
lineups  right  down  the  block  from 
the  George  Ignatieff  Theatre  when  it 
premiered  at  the  Toronto  Fringe  this 
past  summer),  across  North  America 
over  the  past  year  and  a  half. 

It  seems  almost  unfair  that  so 
much  talent  and  intelligence  can  be 
wrapped  up  in  two  guys  this  young, 
but  watching  Batalion  and  Saibil  on 
stage  and  hearing  them  talk  about 
their  work,  their  devotion  to  the  Job 
project  is  immediately  evident.  The 
show  began  as  a  lark  that  grew  out 
of  the  Grafenburg  All-Stars,  a  satirical 
hip-hop  group  the  duo  started  in  their 
last  year  of  university  to  indulge  their 
love  of  the  genre,  and  quickly  spiraled 
into  a  hit  that  ended  up  taking  over  al- 
most two  years  of  their  lives. 

"We  enjoyed  certain  satirical  forms 
of  hip-hop,  or  hip-hop  with  a  comedic 
angle...  OutKast,  for  instance,  takes  a 
very  comic  spin  on  stuff;  Pharcyde 
does  a  similar  sort  of  thing.  We  were 
inspired  by  that,  and  we  were  like, 
'Okay,  well,  let's  do  something  about 
stuff  that  rappers  would  never  touch, 


like  epistemology,  for  instance,'" 
Batalion  explains  over  the  phone  dur- 
ing a  break  from  rehearsals  last  week, 
describing  the  genesis  of  the  project. 
"It  went  really  well,  and  from  that 
point  on,  we  knew  we  were  going  to 
do  the  Fringe  again,  because  we  had 
really  enjoyed  our  tour  the  last  year, 
and  we  said,  'What  are  we  going  to 
do?  It  would  be  really  cool  if  we  did  a 
hip-hop  show,  but  with  a  narrative.'" 

The  narrative  they  chose  was  the 
Biblical  story  of  Job,  the  long-suffer- 
ing disciple  subjected  to  harsh  tests 
to  prove  his  faith  before  finally  being 
rewarded  for  his  fidelity. 

"We  thought  it  would  be  a  good 
idea,"  Batalion  explained.  "It's  a  fairly 
simplistic  story  that  is  open  to  a  lot 
of  interpretation  and  is  pretty  well 
known,  so  it  seemed  like  the  right 
story  to  re-tell.  And,  most  impor- 
tantly, it  was  relevant,  and  it  could 
use  a  re-telling." 

The  hip-hop  version  of  Job  is  defi- 
nitely not  one  that  Biblical  scholars 
would  easily  recognize.  Narrated 
by  MC  Cain  (Saibil)  and  MC  Abel 
(Batalion),  the  musical  transfers 
the  story  from  its  Biblical  setting 
to  the  office  of  hip-hop  mega-label 
Hoover  Records,  where  protagonist 
"Job  Lowe"  is  General  Manager.  Sub- 
jected to  a  series  of  painful  tests  by 
the  evil  VP  Lou  Saphire,  Job  suffers 
and  sweats  before  being  forgiven  by 
the  omnipotent  company  president 
J.  Hoover  The  story  ends  on  a  cliff- 
hanger,  with  MC  Cain  shooting  his 
brother  in  a  rage,  and  called  for  a  se- 
quel in  the  minds  of  both  its  audience 
and  creators. 

"There  were  a  lot  of  musical  and 
conceptual  ideas  we  didn't  get  to  do 
in  Job  I  and  we  really  wanted  to  purge 
ourselves  of  that,  so  Job  II  was  our  op- 
portunity to  do  more  of  those  things," 
Batalion  says. 

The  second  installment  of  the  story 
shifts  significantly  in  both  tone  and 
content,  shifting  the  characters  to 
the  confusing  post-God  world  of  Ni- 
etzschean  philosophy,  in  which  MC 
Abel  must  make  his  way  back  from 
the  brink  of  death  to  save  hip-hop 
from  certain  demise.  Written  within 
a  year  of  each  other,  the  two  parts  of 
the  play  have  been  presented  as  two 
separate  works — until  now. 

Switching  things  up  has  always 
been  part  of  the  duo's  plan.  Both  on 
the  Fringe  circuit  and  in  previous 
remounts  at  theatres  across  the  con- 


Y<>!  Saibil  and  Batalion  throw  down  the  story  of  Job. 


tinent,  Job  has  drawn  effusive  praise 
from  critics  and  audiences  that  have 
been  very  different  from  the  typical 
theatre  crowd. 

"We're  not  really  fans  of  main- 
stream theatre,"  Batalion  declares. 
"We  aim  to  do  fresher  things,  do 
things  that  don't  go  with  the  typical 
theatrical  convention.  Relative  to  typ- 
ical theatrical  productions  we  have 
brought  in  a  lot  of  different  people,  a 
lot  of  people  who  wouldn't  normally 
go  to  the  theatre.  That's  basically  our 
mission." 

As  part  of  this  mission,  Batalion 
and  Saibil  have  enlisted  REMG  (To- 
ronto hip-hop  visionary  Jonathan 
Ramos'  management  company)  to 
co-produce  the  Toronto  run.  "For  the 
most  part,  we've  been  bringing  in  the- 
atre fans,"  Batalion  said.  "We  thought 
it  would  be  really  cool  if  we  could 
bring  more  hip-hop  people  out." 

"Some  people  we've  met  have  re- 
ally thought  that  we  were  trying  to 
capitalize  on  hip-hop...  that  we're 
theatre  artists,  we're  basically  trying 
to  get  more  audiences,  so  we  throw 
in  hip-hop  because  that's  something 


people  are  into,"  he  continues.  "If  any- 
thing, it  might  be  the  opposite.  We 
started  off  doing  this  play  because 
we  both  started  to  really  get  into 
hip-hop  and  we  thought  it  would  be 
really  fun  for  us  to  make  a  play  that 
used  hip-hop  in  this  way  and  allowed 
us  to  be  MCs." 

With  an  off-Broadway  run  and 
a  CTV  documentary  in  the  works, 
Batalion  and  Saibil  could  easily  keep 
the  Job  project  running  indefinitely, 
but  true  to  form,  they  are  more  than 
ready  to  move  on. 

"As  far  as  Jerome  and  1  have  dis- 
cussed, there  will  definitely  not  be 
a  Job  III,"  Batalion  laughs.  "We  could 
go  on  with  it,  and  we  have  had  fun 
with  it,  but  1  think  that  Job  III  would 
just  be  milking  of  the  success  we  had, 
whereas  Job  I  and  //  were  just  getting 
out  our  artistic  interests." 

The  endlessly  creative  duo  already 
has  several  new  projects  in  the 
works.  They  are  working  with  an  Ed- 
monton MC  on  a  Grafenburg  All-Stars 
EP,  and,  veering  away  from  hip-hop 
completely,  their  next  theatrical  ven- 
ture will  be  a  rock  opera.  The  Toronto 


run  will  be  end  of  the  road  for  the  Job 
phenomenon. 

"1  think  we've  gotten  our  best  re- 
action from  Toronto,"  Batalion  said. 
"We've  really  enjoyed  playing  to  To- 
ronto audiences.  Jerome  and  1  have 
found  that  they're  the  most  sophisti- 
cated audiences  out  of  all  the  places 
that  we've  been — that  includes  a  lot 
of  major  cities,  including  New  York. 
We've  really  enjoyed  the  feedback 
that  we've  gotten  here  and  we've 
enjoyed  a  certain  amount  of  success 
here,  so  we  thought  this  [performing 
the  combined  saga  at  the  Tarragon] 
was  really  appropriate. 

"We're  going  to  do  a  couple  of  Job 
gigs  here  and  there,  but  what  we're 
doing  now  in  Toronto  is  the  culmina- 
tion for  us  of  the  whole  Job  project, 
which  has  been  our  lives  for  the  last 
year  and  a  half.  That's  why  we  want  to 
go  all  out  and  give  Toronto  our  all." 

Job:  The  Hip-Hop  Saga  opens  to- 
morrow (Nov.  18)  at  the  Tarragon 
Theatre  and  runs  until  Dec.  14.  For 
tickets  ($18  students/$15  rush), 
call  (416)  5311824. 
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Vic  production  in  search 
of  some  realism 


by  JORDAN  BIMM 


Six  Characters  in  Search  of  an  Author 
is  a  hard  play  to  perform  success- 
fully. Written  in  1921  (and  heavily 
revised  in  1925)  by  influential  Sicil- 
ian playwright  Luigi  Pirandello,  Six 
Characters  attempts  to  blur  the  line 
between  theatrical  illusion  and 
reality.  The  concept  of  the  play 
is  simple  yet  clever:  the  audience 
observes  what  appears  to  be  a 
typical  rehearsal  for  an  upcoming 
Pirandello  play  titled  The  Rules  of 
the  Game.  However,  the  rehearsal 
is  unexpectedly  interrupted  by  the 
arrival  of  six  "characters"  who  are 
looking  for  an  author  with  whom 
they  can  share  their  living  drama. 
It  doesn't  take  long  for  the  typical 
rehearsal  to  become  a  full-fledged 
play  as  the  characters  live  out  their 
sordid  tale  in  front  of  the  actors  and 
director. 

For  this  play  to  be  successful  in 
the  way  that  Pirandello  intended 
it  to  be,  the  audience  must  believe 
that  what  they  are  watching  is  actu- 
ally a  real  rehearsal  with  real  actors 
acting  as  they  would  actually  act 
if  they  were  not  acting  at  all  (got 
that?)  This  is  not  a  simple  task.  In 
order  for  the  line  of  illusion  that 
separates  the  audience  from  the 
stage  to  be  successfully  obscured, 
the  actors  must  convince  the  audi- 
ence that  what  they  are  watching  is 
a  real  rehearsal,  and  not  a  play  about 
a  rehearsal.  If  this  is  done  properly, 
the  audience  becomes  extremely 
self-aware,  since  they  are  watching 
the  six  characters  performing  for 
the  actors,  who  in  turn  are  all  per- 
forming for  them. 

The  biggest  problem  with  the  re- 
cent Victoria  College  Drama  Society 
production  of  Six  Characters  was 
that  as  a  whole,  the  actors  were  not 
able  to  convince  the  audience  that 
what  they  were  observing  was  in 
fact  just  a  typical  rehearsal  (which 
then  melts  into  a  brilliantly  strange 
drama).  Stiff  line  deliveries  and 
over-indication  produced  Brechtian 
caricatures  of  what  actors  in  re- 
hearsal actually  act  like.  The  full  ef- 
fect of  Pirandello's  work  is  achieved 
by  playing  the  actors  as  completely 
real.  Unfortunately,  instead  of  just 
watching  the  actors  be,  the  effect 
was  watching  the  actors  be  actors. 
This  served  all  too  well  to  remind 
the  audience  that  they  were  only 
watching  a  play,  and  highlighted 
the  theatrical  line  that  Six  Characters 
was  intended  to  shatter. 

In  performing  Six  Characters, 
achieving  a  strong  realistic  base  is 
extremely  important,  which  is  why 
some  of  the  casting  choices  hurt  the 
overall  impact  of  the  play.  All  things 
being  equal,  it  should  be  noted  that 
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Six  Characters  in 
Search  of  an  Author 


Written  by  Luigi  Pirandello 

Produced  by  Victoria 
College  Drama  Society 


Nov.  6-8  at  the  Isabel 
Bader  Theatre 


Rating:  W 


this  was  primarily  a  student  pro- 
duction, so  it  is  understandable  that 
some  characters  like  The  Father 
(who  is  supposed  to  be  50  years  old) 
were  played  by  actors  who  were  vis- 
ibly much  younger.  Unfortunately, 
this  is  not  the  right  play  to  try  to 
bend  the  rules  of  realism.  It  seems 
strangely  fitting  that  a  play  which 
comments  so  heavily  on  the  nature 
of  illusion,  depends  so  heavily  on 
the  proper  execution  of  one  fragile 
deception  to  be  completely  success- 
ful in  conveying  its  message. 

Although  the  production  ulti- 
mately fell  short  of  spectacular, 
there  were  several  partially  re- 
deeming performances.  Julia  Doran, 
playing  the  Mother,  gave  one  of  the 
best  performances  of  the  ensemble, 
standing  out  as  a  real  talent  despite 


the  introverted  nature  of  her  char- 
acter. Other  notable  performances 
included  Patrick  John  Murray  as 
the  Boy  and  Melissa  Nasso  as  the 
mysterious  Mme.  Pace.  Richard  Rot- 
ter, who  played  the  Technician,  and 
Glenn  Walsh  as  the  Director  both 
had  the  occasional  good  comic  mo- 
ments as  well. 

The  blocking  (stage  movement) 
for  the  most  part  was  pretty  static, 
and  at  times  made  the  story  difficult 
to  follow  (the  person  sitting  next  to 
me  fell  asleep  four  times). 

It  is  important  emphasize  that  Six 
Characters  is  a  very  challenging  play 
to  approach  artistically,  and  some 
credit  is  definitely  due  just  for  stag- 
ing the  work.  In  the  end,  the  largest 
flaw  in  the  VCDS  production  was  its 
failure  to  create  an  effective  illusion 
of  realism  from  which  the  audience 
can  leap  forward  into  the  dark  and 
twisted  drama-world  of  the  "real" 
lives  of  the  Characters. 

In  writing  this  play,  Pirandello 
asked  many  important  questions 
about  the  validity  of  the  self:  isn't 
everybody  just  an  actor  constantly 
playing  themselves,  just  like  the 
Characters  do? 

Near  the  beginning  of  the  second 
act,  the  Director  delivers  a  line  that 
accurately  sums  up  this  production 
as  a  whole:  "The  man's  starting  to 
think  about  the  critics  now!  Let 
them  say  what  they  like.  It's  up  to  us 
to  put  on  the  play  if  we  can." 
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by  REBECCA  ADDELMAN 

VARSITY  STAFF  


Picture  paradise  on  earth.  Now  pic- 
ture that  heaven  layered  with  violent 
slums,  littered  with  destitute  street 
children,  guarded  by  incompetent 
police,  and  held  under  lock  and  key  by 
dungeons  that  pass  as  prisons. 

This  is  modern-day  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
Brazil — the  setting  for  director  Jose 
Padilha's  brilliant  documentary  Bus 
174.  Opening  with  sweeping  aerial 
pans  of  the  breathtaking  Rio  de  Janeiro 
coast,  Padilha's  camera  quickly  spirals 
down  to  the  violent  city  streets  and 
the  medieval  underground  prisons 
that  plague  the  city.  The  bus  in  ques- 
tion Is  the  site  of  a  hijacking  captured 
live  on  Brazilian  television  on  June  12, 
2000.  The  perpetrator:  a  coked-up, 
gun-wielding  street  kid,  Sandro  do 
Nascimento.  The  hostages:  a  hand- 
ful of  young  women  on  their  way  to 
work  in  Rio's  swanky  south  side.  The 
outcome:  an  entire  country  in  a  state 
of  shock,  one  hostage  shot  in  the  face 
by  an  off-target  SWAT  team  bullet, 
and  Sandro  do  Nascimento  lynched  in 
the  back  of  a  police  van.  The  reason: 
Sandro's  desperate  attempt  to  be  seen 
and  heard  by  a  Brazilian  society  that 
mishandles  its  juvenile  delinquents 
and  shuns  the  urban  poor. 

The  shocking  live  footage  from  the 
hijacking  is  the  backbone  of  Bus  174, 
and  the  dead  Sandro  is  the  main  char- 
acter. As  Padilha  patches  together 
the  five-hour  ordeal,  he  also  tells  the 
story  of  Sandro's  life — one  marked 
by  violence,  neglect,  and  horror. 
Padihla  then  skillfully  turns  the  tables 
for  Sandro.  The  lone  hijacker,  who  is 
vilified  by  the  Brazilian  media  and 
public  in  the  years  following  the  event, 
becomes,  through  the  director's  ma- 


FILM  REVIEW 


Bus  174 

Directed  by  Jose  Padhila 


Rating:  VWW 


nipulation,  the  sympathetic  victim  of 
an  unjust  Brazilian  system. 

Interviews  with  Sandro's  family, 
street  friends,  fellow  prison  inmates, 
hostages  and  social  workers  reveal  a 
disturbing  tale.  At  the  age  of  six,  San- 
dro watched  his  mother  get  her  throat 
slit.  From  there,  he  found  his  way 
into  street  gangs,  glue  sniffing,  and 
the  worst  jails  in  the  country.  In  one 
particularly  riveting  scene,  Padilha 
digs  up  home  video  footage  from  1993. 
It  is  a  social  worker's  birthday  party, 
and  she's  celebrating  it  with  dozens  of 
street  children,  including  Sandro.  As 
the  kids  have  fun  eating  cake  and  sing- 
ing songs  at  the  base  of  Candelaria 
Church,  they  answer  the  cameraman's 
question:  "What  would  make  you  hap- 
py?" A  home,  says  one.  A  blanket,  says 
another.  The  next  night,  police  cars 
arrive  at  the  church  and,  unprovoked, 
open  fire  On  the  63  street  children. 
Sandro  watches  as  uniformed  officers 
slaughter  his  young  friends. 


This  event  is  known  as  the  Cande- 
laria massacre,  and  along  with  the  Bus 
174  hijacking,  epitomizes  the  tragic, 
urban  violence  in  Brazil.  What  Padilha 
shows  us  with  terrifying  clarity,  how- 
ever, is  that  it's  no  coincidence  that 
Sandro  is  party  to  both. 

"It's  better  to  die  than  to  be  in  pris- 
on," says  an  anonymous  inmate  as  the 
camera  pans  a  crowded  Rio  jail  cell, 
his  face  blanked  out.  Padihla  leaves 
no  doubt  that  Sandro  felt  the  same.  An 
angry  and  damaged  social  outcast,  he 
took  a  bus  hostage  on  a  busy,  down- 
town street  with  no  demands  and  no 
expectations.  He  did  not  want  money 
or  helicopters,  he  wanted  to  be  heard 
and  remembered.  Most  importantly, 
he  did  not  want  to  go  back  to  jail. 

Surrounded  by  only  windows  on 
the  bus,  television  crews  were  able 
to  zoom  their  lenses  in  on  Sandro's 
face,  and  record  his  every  word.  For 
five  hours,  the  illiterate  20  year-old 
became  something  more  than  an 
invisible  street  kid,  and  drug-addict 
reject.  He  became  the  voice  and  face 
of  rage,  injustice,  and  marginality  in 
Brazil.  Now,  for  an  unsuspecting  Bra- 
zilian population,  it  is  Sandro's  face 
and  Sandro's  words  that  haunt  their 
glittering  beaches,  opulent  shopping 
arcades,  and  majestic  cathedrals,  all 
of  which  are  lined  with  desperate  chil- 
dren and  junkie  teenagers. 
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Blues  tie  China  reds 

Women  s  hockey  draws  1-1  with 
the  Chinese  national  team 


Chinese  goaltender  Jiang  Limei  prepares  for  the  Varsity  Blues  assault  at  Varsity  Arena  on  Thursday 
night.  U  of  T's  women's  teeun  tied  the  Chinese  national  team  in  an  exciting  1-1  game.  The  Blues  remain 
undefeated,  6-0-1. 


byMATTSOMERS 

VARSITY  STAFF 


China!  China!  China! 

The  cheer  was  raised  from  the  sec- 
ond the  puck  dropped  to  the  second 
the  buzzer  sounded  to  end  the  game. 
The  atmosphere  was  outstanding, 
and  the  game  was  well  worthy  of  the 
racket. 

The  event  that  brought  a  boatload 
full  of  Chinese  supporters  to  Var- 
sity Arena  was  an  exhibition  match 
on  Thursday  night,  between  the 
women's  Chinese  national  hockey 
team  and  the  undefeated  Varsity 
Blues.  The  Chinese  team  has  been 
touring  Canada  since  the  beginning 
of  November,  playing  games  against 
university  squads  across  the  coun- 
try. 

"It's  a  great  experience  for  the  play- 
ers," said  Blues  head  coach  Karen 
Hughes.  "We  had  a  great  crowd  and 
it  was  a  good  opportunity  for  fans  to 
see  an  excellent  game." 

The  Chinese  team  is  currently 
ranked  seventh  in  the  world  by  the 
International  Ice  Hockey  Federa- 
tion (IIHF),  which  is  exactly  where 
they  finished  at  the  2002  Olympics. 


Meanwhile,  the  Blues  are  ranked 
second  in  Canadian  Interuniversity 
Sport  (CIS)  rankings,  on  the  heels  of 
a  heartbreaking  overtime  loss  in  the 
championship  game  last  season. 

The  Varsity  Blues  proved  their 
skill  against  the  international  com- 
petitors, however,  and  Thursday 
night's  noisy  crowd  wasn't  disap- 
pointed. Every  time  a  Chinese  player 
touched  the  puck  a  roar  was  raised 
to  the  shaking  rafters.  The  thunder 
hit  its  peak  when  Chinese  star  Sui 
Rui  scored  a  power-play  goal  at  7:25 
of  the  first  period  to  give  her  team  a 
1-0  lead. 

The  weight  was  being  thrown 
around  and  the  saves  were  flying 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  opening 
frame.  Diminutive  Blues  captain  Jen- 
ny McRae  threw  a  nice  neutral  zone 
hit  early  in  the  period  and  China's  Ji- 
ang Limei  made  a  pair  of  outstanding 
saves  to  keep  the  Blues  in  check. 

Hughes  was  not  surprised  by  the 
physical  nature  of  the  action:  "China 
is  a  notoriously  rough  team.  This 
was  actually  a  less  physical  game 
than  1  expected." 

After  a  flurry  of  action  in  front 
of  the  Chinese  net,  Bree  Kruklis 


scored  with  1:56  left  in  the  first  to 
tie  the  game  at  one.  The  offense  hit 
a  brick  wall  throughout  the  next  two 
periods.  The  netminders  stepped  up 
their  games,  protecting  their  caged 
homes  with  everything  they  had. 
The  highlight  of  the  game  was  a  mas- 
sive glove  save  by  Toronto  goalie  Lisa 
Robertson  to  rob  China  of  a  goal. 

The  Blues  failed  to  score  on  a  two 
woman  advantage  power-play  in  an 
intense  final  minute  of  hockey,  and 
the  end  score  in  this  rowdy  exhibi- 
tion match  was  a  1-1  tie. 

"We  played  really  well  in  the  first 
period,"  commented  Hughes.  "We 
slipped  a  bit  in  the  last  two,  but  still 
had  a  strong  game.  We  had  some 
good  chances  in  the  third." 

The  Blues  coach  felt  that  her 
squad  was  able  to  learn  a  lot  from 
playing  against  a  national  team  like 
China.  "China  plays  hard  and  works 
hard,"  she  said.  "They  make  us  think 
a  lot  about  what  we  are  doing  on  the 
ice." 

Following  the  game,  gracious  play- 
ers posed  for  pictures  and  signed 
autographs  for  eager  fans,  some  of 
whom  travelled  from  out-of-country 
to  see  the  Blues  take  on  China. 


UTM/UTSC  students  to  pay  less  for  sports 


byJYLLMALBEUF 


Recent  discussions  have  arisen  in 
regards  to  the  basis,  fairness,  and 
accountability  of  tri-campus  rela- 
tions. Students  at  U  of  T's  suburban 
campuses,  Mississauga  (UTM)  and 
Scarborough  (UTSC),  pay  student 
fees  that  go  directly  to  maintaining 
U  of  T's  intercollegiate  and  intra- 
mural sports  programs.  However,  a 
majority  of  Varsity  Blues  training, 
facilities,  and  intramural  play  is  sta- 
tioned on  the  downtown  St.  George 
Campus. 

Athletics  and  recreation  on  the 
three  campuses  have  always  been 
administered  by  the  St.  George  cam- 


pus' Faculty  of  Physical  Education 
and  Health  (FPEH).But  with  student 
populations  at  UTM  and  UTSC  pro- 
jected to  swell  to  over  10,000  each 
in  the  coming  years,  the  Council  of 
Athletics  and  Recreation  (CAR)  has 
established  a  Tri-Campus  Relations 
Task  Force  to  revise  fee-related  ath- 
letics issues  and  ensure  opportunity 
and  equity  for  all  U  of  T  students. 

With  CAR  approval,  the  task 
force's  main  objectives  will  be  to 
address  athletics  costs,  programs, 
services,  and  facilities  at  U  of  T.  In 
particular,  it  will  examine  intercol- 
legiate sports  teams,  and  whether 
or  not  they  should  work  on  an 
autonomous  or  tri-campus  basis. 


The  tri-campus  intramural  relation- 
ships will  also  be  re-assessed,  as 
will  the  implications  for  athletics  of 
"trimestering"  at  UTSC.  Lastly,  the 
task  force  will  look  at  the  sticky  fees 
issue,  and  make  appropriate  recom- 
mendations on  the  fees  paid  by  UTM 
and  UTSC  students  to  the  FPEH. 

Though  Ken  Duncliffe,  director  of 
Physical  Education,  Athletics  and 
Recreation  at  UTM,  stated  that  it 
was,  "premature  and  unfair  to  com- 
ment" about  the  state  of  affairs  in 
conjunction  to  the  task  force,  he  did 
mention  that  he,  "was  welcome  to 
the  review  by  CAR." 

See  FEES  on  page  19 


No  money,  no  jobs,  no 
future,  more  interest 

MATTHEW  K.  THOMAS  looks  at  the  growing 
potential  in  women's  hockey 


Since  Manon  Rheaume  took  to 
the  nets  for  the  Tampa  Bay  Light- 
ning in  an  exhibition  game  in 
1991,  women's  hockey  has  seen 
tremendous  growth.  Evidence 
of  the  escalation  of  girls  shinny 
was  evident  Thursday  night  at 
Varsity  Arena,  where  our  Blues 
played  to  a  one-all  draw  with 
the  Chinese  national  team.  Ten 
years  ago  the  Chinese  didn't  even 
have  a  national  women's  hockey 
team.  More  notably,  ten  years  ago 
women's  hockey  wasn't  even  an 
Olympic  sport.  How  times  have 
changed. 

We  all  remember  the  Canadian 
women's  triumphant  gold  medal 
win  at  the  2002  games  in  Salt 
Lake.  A  remarkable  accomplish- 
ment in  its  own  right,  but  what  is 
even  more  remarkable  were  the 
other  teams  competing.  Kazakh- 
stan, China,  Germany,  and  others 
competed  in  Salt  Lake,  and  their 
level  of  play  has  risen  significant- 
ly. The  growth  and  improvement 
of  women's  hockey  internation- 
ally is  evidence  of  the  arrival  of 
the  women's  game. 

Once  upon  a  time  North  Amer- 
ica was  the  only  competent  pro- 
ducer of  women's  hockey  talent 
in  the  world.  Ever  since  the  days 
of  pink  Tackla's  at  the  1990  world 
championships,  Canada  and  the 
U.S.  have  only  had  each  other 
for  real  competition.  But  this  is 
all  changing  with  the  inclusion  of 
the  sport  in  the  Olympic  games. 
In  Salt  Lake,  Canada  was  tested 
by  the  Finns  in  the  semi-final  and 
eventually  won  the  game  7-3,  a 
score  that  only  became  inflated 
in  the  late  stages  of  the  game. 

Today  the  other  nations  are 
starting  to  catch  up,  and  the 
game  is  achieving  credibility  at 
the  international  level.  China  is 
doing  its  best  to  improve  their 
women  by  competing  against  Var- 
sity teams  across  Canada.  This 
international    excursion  shows 


marked  progress  for  the  mental- 
ity of  women's  hockey  interna- 
tionally. That  countries  besides 
Canada  and  the  U.S.  are  aiming  to 
take  their  games  to  the  next  level 
is  a  positive  sign  of  growth. 

On  this  side  of  the  pond,  the 
growth  of  the  game  isn't  even 
a  question  anymore.  Lucrative 
scholarships  are  available  to  U.S. 
schools,  and  in  Canada  the  CIS 
has  developed  many  fine  players 
and  coaches.  U  of  T's  own  Karen 
Hughes  coaches  our  national 
team  and  was  an  assistant  on 
Canada's  gold  medal  winning  ef- 
fort in  Salt  Lake. 

However  there  are  still  many 
issues  challenging  the  sport.  Un- 
less you're  good  enough  to  make 
the  national  team,  there  isn't 
much  opportunity  for  making  a 
career  in  women's  hockey  after 
university.  Pro  women's  hockey 
does  not  have  an  equivalent  to 
the  WNBA.  And  unlike  the  NBA, 
which  has  supported  women's 
pro  basketball,  the  NHL  has  no 
intentions  of  propping  up  a  wom- 
en's pro  league.  Not  that  there 
isn't  any  opportunity  to  play. 
There  just  isn't  any  opportunity 
to  get  paid  to  play. 

Right  now,  there  is  a  ten  team 
pro  league  that  exists  for  female 
hockey  players — the  NWHL.  Un- 
fortunately the  league  doesn't  get 
much  exposure  and  the  women 
don't  make  much  money.  And 
with  only  20  spots  for  players 
on  the  national  team,  there  are 
thousands  of  women  now  lacing 
up  their  skates  in  North  America 
who  will  be  forced  to  quit  the 
sport  before  they're  ready. 

Nevertheless,  women's  shinny 
has  grown  significantly,  and  its 
leaders  should  be  proud  of  the 
strides  they've  taken.  But  there  is 
still  work  to  be  done.  The  best  fe- 
male hockey  players  in  the  world 
shouldn't  have  to  play  against 
men  to  make  a  living. 


Rookie  goalie  Stephanie  Lockert  looks  on  as  teammate  and  starting 
goaltender  Lisa  Robertson  saves  the  day  on  the  ice.  For  many 
female  hockey  players,  opportunities  to  play  after  university  are 
severely  limited. 
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Cheap  tickets  are  hard  to  find 

Raptors  and  Leafs  dont  seek  out  student  dollars 


THERE  ARE  EASIER  WAYS  TO  SEE  A  GAME 


ANTON ZAPLAKHOV 


let  you  take  pictures,  but  i  draw  ttie  line  at  "squea!  like  a  pig."  Give  me  my  tickets  NOW!" 


by  DAVID  SILVERMAN 


As  a  student  on  a  tigfit  budget,  I'm 
alvk'ays  on  the  lookout  for  novel  ways 
to  save  a  buck  or  two. 

Recently,  I  took  a  good  look  at  my 
student  card  (the  plastic  rectangle 
that  tells  everyone  that  "I  am  the 
future,")  and  came  to  a  realization. 
Other  than  getting  me  a  complimen- 
tary bag  of  chips  with  a  sub,  this 
little  piece  of  identification  doesn't 
really  help  me  at  all. 

Take  the  professional  sports 
entertainment  industry.  Students 
are  the  most  susceptible  target 
audience  for  its  youth-oriented  ad 
campaigns,  therefore  you'd  think 
pro  sports  teams  would  take  strides 
to  accommodate  the  student  body, 
right?  Wrong. 

The  student  discount  I  expected 
to  find  when  1  went  down  to  the 
ticket  office  at  the  Air  Canada  Cen- 
tre was  in  fact  just  a  figment  of  my 
imagination. 

As  I  strolled  up  to  the  ticket  win- 
dow, a  very  friendly  woman  named 
Sally  greeted  me  and  asked  how 
she  could  help.  1  proceeded  to  tell 
her  that  I  am  a  student  and  I  am 
looking  for  a  student  rate  for  an 
individual  seat  at  a  Toronto  Maple 
Leafs  or  Raptors  game.  Sally  stood 
there  with  a  blank  look  on  her  face 
like  I  had  just  asked  for  her  hand  in 
marriage. 

After  the  initial  shock  wore  off,  Sal- 
ly curtly  said  that  she  was  unaware 
of  any  package  that  offers  a  reduced 
price  to  students.  She  handed  me  a 
Leafs  and  Raptors  mini-schedule 
and  told  me  to  have  a  nice  day. 

Now,  I'm  not  expecting  the  NHL 
and  NBA  to  roll  out  the  red  carpet 
for  me,  someone  who  pays  less  in 
two  months  rent  than  the  cost  of  one 
Raptors  courtside  seat  ($710).  Or  to 
someone  who  would  need  to  begin 
a  hunger  strike  to  afford  a  Leafs  rail 
ticket  ($405).  Both  the  Leafs  and  the 
Raptors  are  aware  that  there  are 
people  and  corporations  across  the 


city  to  fill  these  expensive  seats.  But 
to  completely  freeze  students  out  in 
the  cold  seems  plain  old  mean. 

I  suppose  we  should  be  grateful 
that  the  Raptors  offer  a  discount 
deal  known  as  Sprite  Zone  tickets. 
For  every  Raptors  home  game,  sec- 
tions 312,  313,  317,  and  318,  located 
in  the  southwest  and  northwest  cor- 
ners of  the  upper  bowl  and  are  regu- 
larly priced  at  $36.50,  are  reduced  to 
a  very  reasonable  (anything  that  is 
cheaper  then  a  pitcher  of  beer  can 
be  considered  reasonable)  price  of 
$10.50. 

From  what  I  understand  these 
four  sections,  that  comprise  over 
1,500  seats,  are  available  to  anyone 
willing  to  wait  close  to  an  hour  on 
the  phone  with  a  Ticketmaster  rep- 
resentative only  to  have  them  tell 
you  that  the  game  you  really  wanted 
to  see  is  sold  out. 

But  it's  a  start.  Basketball,  more 
then  any  other  professional  sport, 
has  tried  a  number  of  different  mar- 
keting ploys  to  attract  the  younger 
crowd.  Even  if  you  have  to  watch  the 
Golden  State  Warriors  while  squint- 
ing the  entire  game  just  to  see  the 
ball,  it's  an  economic  option  that  the 
Leafs  don't  even  offer. 

After  sending  a  very  polite  email 
to  the  Toronto  Maple  Leafs  hockey 
club  regarding  their  effort  to  accom- 
modate university  students,  1  was 
very  pleased  to  see  that  within  48 
hours  they  had  responded.  Unfortu- 
nately, other  then  the  nice  touch  of 
starting  the  reply  with  "Dear  david" 
the  email  consisted  of  a  disclaimer 
that  tickets  are  very  limited  and  that 
those  limited  tickets  started  at  $44, 
jumped  to  $86,  and  capped  off  in  the 
$400  range.  Nowhere  in  the  entire 
email  is  the  word  student  even  men- 
tioned. However,  they  did  thank  me 
for  my  continued  support. 

Maybe  being  a  student  in  Mon- 
treal (home  of  the  student  discount) 
for  the  past  four  years  has  spoiled 
me.  Take  for  instance  the  Montreal 
Expos. 


Yes,  this  a  team  that  is  just  about 
willing  to  give  their  tickets  away,  but 
they  still  make  an  effort  to  attract 
students.  Friday  nights  all  year  long 
at  Olympic  Stadium  was  student 
night,  where  a  regularly  priced  $8 
seat  was  half-priced  with  a  student 
card.  And  if  you  don't  think  the  Ex- 
pos are  fair  game,  the  fabled  Mon- 
treal Canadiens,  winners  of  13  more 
Stanley  Cups  then  the  Leafs,  offer  a 
"Molson  Pack."  This  gets  a  McGill 
student  a  Habs  hockey  ticket  and  a 
beer  for  $18,  as  opposed  to  the  not 
so  student-friendly  price  of  $44  dol- 
lars and  a  gut  check  from  the  Leafs. 

With  that  fresh  Montreal  memory 
in  mind,  1  decided  1  would  try  us- 
ing my  student  card  one  last  time 
in  hopes  of  getting  a  little  ticket 
respect.  I  boldly  walked  up  to  the 
closest  scalper  outside  the  ACC  and 
proudly  showed  him  my  student 
card,  indicating  that  1  am  an  arts 
student  and  I  am  looking  for  a  dis- 
count. He  began  to  indicate  a  hand 
gesture  that  made  me  realize  even 
scalpers  don't  offer  student  prices. 

So  if  minor  hockey  isn't  your 
thing,  or  you  still  don't  really  un- 
derstand lacrosse,  your  best  bet 
for  an  affordable  ticket  in  this  city  is 
to  wake-up  early,  call  Ticketmaster 
and  wait  for  your  representative  to 
tell  you  the  best  of  the  worst  avail- 
able seats.  Or  you  can  always  watch 
some  Varsity  Blues  football  for  free. 
Your  choice. 


For  those  interested  in  other  af- 
fordable sports  options: 

1)  Toronto  Roadrun- 
ners  (AHL  hockey  team) 
www.torontoadrunners.ca 

2)  Toronto  Rock  (Na- 
tional Lacrosse  League) 
www.torontorock.com 

3)  St  Michael's  Majors  (OHL 
hockey)  www.majors.ca 

4)  Toronto  Lynx  (North 
American  A-League  Soccer) 
www.lynxsoccer.com 


sports@thevarsity.ca 


SPORTS  BRIEFS 


WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL 


Varsity  Blues  number  5  Nikki  Doucet 
drives  the  lane  on  Friday  night  when 
U  of  T  took  on  Laurier  in  the  first  of 
two  home  games.  On  the  way  to  beat- 
ing the  Laurier  Golden  Hawks  78-71, 
Doucet  racked  up  18  points  and 
teammate  Brilynn  Ferguson  a  team 


GAVIN  BRAUER 

high  of  24.  The  next  night  Doucet 
repeated  her  18  point  performance 
against  the  Waterloo  Warriors.  The 
Blues  rolled  over  Waterloo  74-51.  The 
women's  team  is  currently  ranked  1st 
in  their  division,  the  OUA  East,  with  a 
4-0  record.-RA 


MEN'S  BASKETBALL 


The  men's  basketball  team  opened 
the  season  at  home  this  weekend 
with  two  straight  wins  against  Lau- 
rier and  Waterloo.  On  Friday  night, 
the  men  tipped  off  against  Laurier's 
Golden  Hawks,  and  Blues  Dayo  Bai- 
yewu  proceeded  to  rack  up  18  points 
in  28  minutes.  Jonathan  Taweel  and 
Michael  Williams  pitched  in  with  15 
and  13  points  respectively.  The  final 
score  was  65-59.  Saturday,  the  Blues 
beat  the  Waterloo  Warriors — the 


number  10  ranked  team  in  the 
country — holding  the  Warriors  to  a 
season  low  of  49  points.  Kenny  Hil- 
born  led  the  way  for  the  Blues  with 
22  points,  with  Baiyewu  and  Mike 
MeGiorgio  also  scoring  in  the  double 
digits.  Taweel,  who  returned  to  the 
game  after  receiving  stitches,  racked 
up  10  points.  U  of  T  beat  Waterloo  64- 
49.  The  men's  Blues  are  now  ranked 
fourth  in  the  OUA  East,  with  a  2-2 
record.-RA 


SWIMMING 


This  weekend,  U  of  T's  swim  team 
blew  the  competition  out  of  the  water 
at  the  Campbell  divisional  champion- 
ships hosted  by  Western.  Finishing 
with,  a  whopping  total  of  2,199.5 
points,  the  Blues  men  and  women 
had  first  place  finishes  in  more  than 
18  different  events.  "Our  women's 
team  was  very  dominant,  scoring 
more  points  than  the  second  and 
third  place  teams  combined,"  said 
coach  Byron  MacDonald.  Western 
placed  second  with  a  distant  1663 
points. 

Second-year  FPEH  major  Marcia 
Bryon  was  the  star  of  the  meet,  with 
victories  in  each  of  her  six  races. 
In  the  800  freestyle,  Bryon  topped 


teammate  Nathalie  LaCoste — one 
of  the  top  distance  swimmers  in  the 
country — to  eke  out  the  win.  Rookie 
Jen  Porenta  also  proved  unbeatable 
in  all  four  of  her  individual  events, 
and  logged  the  fastest  Canadian 
time  in  the  200m  freestyle  this  year. 
Ian  MacLeod  anted  up  with  three 
butterfly  firsts,  and  was  backed  up 
by  teammate  Dave  Ling  who  won 
his  1500m  freestyle  swim.  Other 
winners  include  Gillian  Bryon  in  two 
backstroke  races,  Orlagh  O'Kelly,  and 
Nathalie  LaCoste.  The  Blues  perfor- 
mance also  added  two  more  qualifi- 
ers for  the  nationals  in  March — Scott 
Briggs  and  Mia  Baumesiter.-RA 


FEES»  Continued  from  page  17 

Jann  Laaniste,  task  force  mem- 
ber and  director  of  Phys.  Ed  and 
Athletics  at  UTSC,  wants  to  ensure 
that  his  group's  intent  is  not  to  be 
hostile  to  the  situation.  "It's  about 
debating  these  issues  and  to  re- 
evaluate something  that  hasn't  been 
examined  in  six  to  seven  years;  we 


want  to  make  sure  it  is  still  fair."  He 
added  that  "we  want  to  examine  the 
feasibility  of  athletics  [on  suburban 
campuses]  and  question  if  it  is 
equitable."  Although  Laaniste  was 
not  sure  what  the  end  result  would 
be,  he  did  mention  that  he  hoped 
that,  "the  reduction  in  fees  would 
go  towards  a  new  athletic  facility  on 
campus." 


OF  TORONTO 


'ARSITY  BLU 


SAT.  NOV.  22 
MEIM'S  VOLLEYBALL 

vs.  Waterloo  -  3  p.m. 

Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 

SAT.  NOV.  22 
OUA  MEIM'S  WATER  POLO 
CHAMPIOIMSHIP 

Semi-Final  -  6  p.m. 

Semi-Final  8  p.m. 

Athletic  Centre  -  50  m  pool 

SUN.  NOV.  23 

Bronze  Medal  -  I  I  a.m. 

Championship  I  p.m. 

Athletic  Centre  -  50  m  pool 


Check  our  www.varsityblues.ca  for  more  information. 
U  ofT  students  free  with  valid  Student  Card. 


Classifieds 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808  -  GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED! 

Make  extra  money  while  helping  others 
by  becoming  a  Xytex  Sperm  Donor.  Ages 
18-38.  Call  416-924-3021  today! 

CHRISTMAS  GIFT  WRAPPERS 

Creative  individuals,  locations-Down- 
town Toronto,  North  York,  Richmond 
Hill,  Thornhill,  Mississauga.  Managers 
to  $9.75/hour  +  bonuses.  Wrappers  to 
$7.75/hour.  Full/Part  time,  December 
1-24. 416-533-9727. 

SELF-MOTIVATED  STUDENTS 

To  place  posters  up  around  U  of  T,  Intl. 
students  are  wellcome,  good  pay  rate  & 
bonuses.  Details:  416-280-6113. 


COMFORTABLE  BACHELOR  APARTMENT 

Across  from  U  of  T  St.  George.  Quiet, 
non-smoking,  $600.  December  1.  Call 
Mark  416-944-0805. 

APARTMENT  WANTED 

Female  grad  student  seeks  rental  duelling 
with  another  female  room/house  mate 
beginning  Jan/04,  pref.  less  than  $600/ 
month.  Contact  416-817-2665. 


MONTREAL@NEW  YEARS 

Downtown  Hotel  and  Bus.  Dec.  30-Jan 
1.  From  $139/Quad.  Hotel  from  $69. 
Book  now  and  SAVE!!  Guaranteed 
Lowest  Price.  Book  Friends  GO  FREE!! 
www.Rooms2Party.com  Thames  Travel 
(Todd)  1-800-962-8262 

PARKING 

Excellent  spaces,  Spadina  and  Willcocks, 
opposite  New  College  and  Earth  Sciences, 
personalized  signs  showing  ■  spaces 
reserved  24  hours,  $75  a  month,  call  Mark 
416-944-0805. 


WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compuflow.  416/539-9443. 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor.  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  -i-. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 

ACADEMIC  COACHING 

Dedicated  personal  coach  specializing 
in  helping  graduate  students  achieve 
their  academic  goals.  Lacking  motiva- 
tion? Feeling  isolated?  Swamped  with 
midterms?  Stuck  with  thesis?  I  can  help. 
Give  Angela  a  call  at  416-561-6889  or 
email  angela.shik@sympatico.ca  Free 
initial  consultation. 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business.  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies,  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessav@bellnet.ca 

DEPRESSED? -FIND  CARE 

SEAR  series  of  layman's  guide  books-tips, 
traps,  teaching  tales,  reviews,  250  refer- 
ences for  restoring  mental  health.  Special 
offers,  www.searpubl.ca 


TUTOR  FOR  ESSAY  WRITERS 

Certified  teacher  [M.A.].  Get  the  help 
you  need!  Humanities  and  ESLstudents. 
For  appointment  call  416-503-2010  or  e- 
mail  glenn7777@idirect.com 

MATHEMATICS  TUTORING 

Calculus,  Linear  Algebra  etc.  -  private 
tutoring,  $16  for  one  and  a  half  hours, 
Marvin  Hersh,  416-534-3736.  (Have  and 
A  in  Math  157Y,  was  a  Math  TA,  am  verj' 

patient).  

GET  TOP  MARKS 
Tutor,  35  years'  experience,  special- 
izing in  MATH  133,  135,  136,  235;  CHM 
138,  139,  247;  ECO  220;  STA  220;  PHYS 
110.  Past  tests  and  exams  available  for 
practice,  (416)  785-8898. 


ESSAY  HELP  -  RESEARCH  &  WRITING 

All  subjects,  including  Humanities, 
Business,  Philosophy  and  more...  Also: 
GRADUATE  SCHOOL  APPLICATIONS  for 
M.B.A.,  Law  School,  Teaching  degree... 
Call  416-753-8377. 

THOROUGH,  FAST  EDITING 

Of  theses,  term  papers,  applications. 
Expertise  in  human  rights,  world  busi- 
ness, English  literature.  Resume  avail- 
able upon  request.  Call  V.  Smith,  (416) 
690-2576. 

PINKLIZZARD  ESSAYS 

Professional  essay  editing  and  writing 
for  ALL  subjects.  M.Sc  Science  Com- 
munications, offering  expert  help  with 
SCIENCE  lab  reports.  Improve  grades! 
E-mail:  pinklizard@o2.ie  416-319-6755 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 

issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 
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Wide'""^  

Major  international  company^  world  leader  in  training  programs 


World 


■■■■■iiiiiiiiii 


DYNAMIC  ENGLISH  TEACHERS  -  ITALY 
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

■  The  Worldwide  School  currently  operates  multimedia " 
'interactive  English  language  centers  and  computer^ 
^schools  in  Naples  and  Palermo,  Italy.  Due  to  growth  and  ■ 
^expansion  we  are  seeking  dynamic  English  teachers  form 
B  Naples,  Italy  for  January/February  2004  starts.    Candi-  ■ 

■  dates  must  be  qualified  English  mother  tongue  teachers.  ■ 
|i  Computer-assisted  language  teaching  experience  is  a  J| 
^plus,  but  not  required.  Worldwide  Omnimethod®  ^ 
"  training  is  provided  to  candidates  who  meet  the  Job  ■ 
^requirements.     We  offer  a  professional  environment,  m 

■  excellent  pay  and  a  teacher  bonus  program  as  well  as  the  ■ 

■  opportunity  to  be  part  of  our  rapidly  growing  organiza-  ■ 

■  tion.  Applicants  must  have  valid  working  papers  for  Italy.  [J 
teachersna@)Norl(iwi(ieschooi.ws^^PPf'cations  must  be  received  by  November  30,  . 
Fax  +39  081  553  43  64           a  Interviews  will  take  place  in  Toronto  in  ■ 

n  December^  ■ 

llllllllllllllll>lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllfl 


To  apply,  please  e-mail  or  fax 
your  C.V.  in  English  to  the 
Diredor  of  Studies  -  Naples 
Dr.  Maria  Anna  Calamia,  Ph.  D. 


Friends  don't 
let  friends  get  slippers, 
Ask  for  a  cool  phone. 


^"111(1^ Let  everyone  know  what  you  really  want.  Ask  for 
a  TELUS  Mobility  phone  with  IX  capability,  the  latest 
in  wireless  technology  and  other  cool  things  like: 

SI  Picture  messaging 

n  Downloadable  games 

■  Instant  Messaging  capability 

«  Ringtones  and  images 

Phones  from  as  low  as  $24,99^ 
Rate  plans  starting  at  $20/month* 


the  future  is  friendly' 


TELUS 

mobility™ 


Available  at  TELUS  Mobility  stores,  authorized  dealers  and  retailers,  To  find  out  more  visit  telusmobility.com/student 


leacn  tngiish 
Overseas 


ESL  Teacher  Training  Courses 

■  Intensive  60-HcMir  Program 

■  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

■  Oetaileil  Lesson  Planning 

■  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

■  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

■  lob  Guarantee  Included 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240  /  t -800-269-671 9 


vvww.oxfordseminars.com 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


Complete  30-Hoar  Seminars 
Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
Personalized  Professional  Instruction 
Comprehensive  Study  Materials 
Simulated  Practice  Exams 
Free  Repeat  Policy 
Personal  Tutoring  Available 
Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240 
1-800-269-6719 


www.oxforciseminars.com 


Promotional  items? 

artik.com 

Rush  service,  great  value? 


uniforms    clocks  "^Qs 


Custom  Printing  &  Embroidery 
Rush  Service,  On-Time  Delivery 


artik.com 

589  King  St.W 

416-815-7770 

Immediate  Quotes 


HOT  YOGA 

Bikram  Yoga  Method 


Mm 


Not  all  services  and  features  are  available  in  all  areas,  *'  New  activations  only,  offer  valid  until  December  31 , 2003,  Sign  a  2  year  contract  and  get  3  months  of  unlimited  local  calling  in  Canada.  Sign  a  3  year  contract  and  get  6  months  of  unlimited  local  calling  m  Canada 
Offer  available  on  the  following  rate  plans:  Talk  20.  Talk  25.  Talk,  50,  Talk  75,  Talk  100,  Talk  1 50,  Talk  Weekend,  Free  Time  30,  Talk  40  Plus  tForcertam  phone  models  and  based  on  a  3  year  contract  after  phone  discount  or  invoice  credit  on  your  future  TELUS  (ylobility 
monthlv  bill,  'Taxes,  monthly  svstem  licensina  and  monthlv  91 1  emeroencv  seruice  access  charces  are  extra.  ©  2003  TELE-H/IOBILE  COfylPANY 


720  Spadina  Ave. 
Suite  306 

416-961-9530 

Classes  Daily 

www.hotyoga.ca 


INTRODUCTORY 
JL\3   WEEK  SPECIAL 


tLYARSYTY 
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Page  10 


THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  20, 2003 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO'S  STUDENT  NEWSPAPER  SINCE  1880 


V0L.CXXIV,N0.23 


All  hail  the  new  Chancellor 


LILY  WONG 

Students'  Administrative  Council  President  Ashley  Morton  presides  over  the  podium  at  new  U  of  T  Chancellor  Vivienne  Poy's  (middle  with  hat)  swearing  in  on  Monday. 


Admin  selling  students' 
info  to  telemarketers 


by  JAMES  HUGHES 

VARSITY  STAff 


If  you  attend  U  of  T,  there  may  be 
telemarketing  calls  in  your  future. 
After  you  finish  your  undergradu- 
ate degree,  the  administration  has 
plans  for  your  personal  informa- 
tion, and  they  include  passing  it 
along  to  corporations  affiliated 
with  the  university.  It's  called  the 
Affinity  Program  and  it  generates 
revenue  for  a  variety  of  activities 
at  the  U  of  T.  Part  of  the  marketing 
campaign  for  the  program  involves 
telemarketing  calls  to  former  U  of  T 
undergrads,  who  may  or  may  not 
be  done  with  their  education.  Some 
of  the  calls  may  also  be  pushing 
the  hard  sell,  even  if  you're  still  a 
student. 

Laliv  Clenman,  a  Ph.D  student, 
was  a  target  of  one  such  telemar- 
keting campaign,  and  had  to  lodge 
a  complaint  with  the  administration 
because  she  found  MasterCard, 
one  of  the  companies  involved  in 
the  program,  to  be  overly  aggres- 
sive in  its  marketing  tactics.  The 
complaint  stems  from  several  calls 
that  Clenman  received  in  October 
from  MBNA  U  of  T  MasterCard. 
(MBNA  is  an  American  company 


that  issues  credit  cards)  Accord- 
ing to  Clenman,  the  telemarketer 
that  called  her  home  attempted  to 
sign  her  up  for  a  credit  card  in  her 
absence  by  trying  to  get  informa- 
tion through  her  partner.  While 
the  caller  did  identify  himself 
as  being  a  representative  of  the 
company,  it's  not  clear  whether 
he  requested  personal  information 
from  Clenman's  partner  to  enroll 


her  in  the  program.  Kyle  Winters, 
the  liaison  between  the  univer- 
sity and  MasterCard,  concedes  that 
representatives  of  the  company  are 
"permitted  to  extend  the  offer  of  a 
University  of  Toronto  MasterCard 
to  another  member  of  [a]  house- 
hold," but  that  trying  to  obtain 
personal  information  without  their 

See/WOA^i5'onpage4 
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Getting  annoying  calls  at  dinner  time?  It  could  be  because  you 
enrolled  at  U  of  T. 


UTM  Students 
outraged  by  profs 
dismissal 

Happens  Just  weeks  before  finals 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Just  weeks  before  finals,  students 
enrolled  in  Erindale  College's  Bud- 
dhism course  were  shocked  to  learn 
that  they  would  have  to  finish  out 
the  semester  without  their  instruc- 
tor. 

"The  timing  is  just  absurd,"  said 
David  Regan,  who  has  tried  in  vain 
for  a  week  to  get  an  explanation 
from  UTM  Principal  Ian  Orchard. 

Professor  Neil  McMullin,  who  will 
continue  to  teach  graduate  students 
at  U  of  T's  St.  George  campus,  was 
relieved  of  his  duty  at  UTM  for  un- 
known reasons  on  Monday,  Nov.  10. 

McMullin  has  taught  Buddhism 
for  18  years,  and  is  known  as  a  very 
popular,  if  not  controversial  teacher. 
According  to  students,  he  is  known 
for  cursing  while  lecturing,  though 
many  regard  his  teaching  style  as 
very  engaging  and  stimulating. 

As  strange  as  it  is  for  a  professor 


to  be  replaced  with  so  little  time  left 
in  a  course,  the  shroud  of  secrecy 
which  surrounds  the  circumstances 
are  even  more  bewildering.  Neither 
Orchard,  McMullin  or  the  U  of  T  Fac- 
ulty Association  would  comment  on 
the  case,  citing  confidentiality. 

Professor  David  G.  Smith, 
head  of  UTM's  Department  of 
Anthropology  did  note  however, 
that  "we  have  full  sympathy  for 
the  students  in  this  case."  Smith 
acknowledged  that  the  timing  of 
the  decision  was  unfortunate,  but 
said  "the  situation  was  such  that 
the  principal  decided  this  should 
be  done  right  away." 

According  to  Regan,  the  class 
has  had  one  lecture  with  their 
new  instructor,  and  will  have  only 
one  more  before  the  final  test  in 
the  course. 

"We're  still  in  murky  waters 
as  to  what  happened,"  said  Au- 

See  r/'l/  on  page  4 
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"Because  Practice  Without  Approach  is  Hazardous." 
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AIDS  group  hopes  to 
make  worldwide  links 


CAP  AIDS  Executive  Drector  and  U  of  T  grad  Kevin  Perkins. 


by  DAVID  SMOOKLER 


Kevin  Perkins  is  trying  to  save  the 
world.  Or  at  least  the  continent  of 
Africa.  He  is  the  executive  director 
of  CAP  AIDS— The  Canadian  African 
Partnership  on  AIDS — a  Toronto- 
based  non-government  organization 
that  was  officially  launched  at  the 
Bambu  Club  on  Tuesday. 

"The  mission  of  CAP  AIDS  is  to 
channel  more  Canadian  public  re- 
sources and  support  towards  the 
efforts  of  Africans  to  meet  this  chal- 
lenge of  AIDS/HIV,"  said  Perkins. 

The  greatest  strength  of  this 
fledgling  group  is  its  direct  ties  to 
communities  in  Africa,  he  believes. 
"We're  very  careful  about  forming 
partnerships  with  African  NGOs.  We 
have  members  we're  affiliated  with 
in  Africa — Africans,  people  that  I've 
personally  worked  with  in  the  past, 
building  a  relationship  of  trust.  They 
help  identify  really  effective  grass- 
roots African  organizations." 

Perkins,  a  U  of  T  graduate  in  Inter- 
national Development,  worked  for 
many  years  as  program  officer  for 
CPAR — ^The  Canadian  Physician's  for 
Aid  and  Relief — an  organization  that 
focuses  on  community  development 
in  Africa.  He  is  looking  for  organi- 
zations which  will  use  funding  and 
resources  responsibly,  and  African 
organizations  will  want  to  connect 


with  Western  NGOs  that  won't 
patronize  them  or  take  them  over, 
"something  I've  found  NGOs  in  devel- 
oping countries  are  often  concerned 
about,"  said  Perkins. 

"From  my  past  work  with  CPAR  we 
formed  partnerships  with  two  NGOs 
in  Ethiopia;  the  Mekdim  and  the  Hi- 
wot."  iVlekdim  is  run  by  HIV-positive 
individuals  in  Ethiopia.  Hiwot  is  an 
African  education  group  dedicated  to 
increasing  community  understand- 
ing and  responsibility  about  AIDS. 
"These  two  groups  are  being  very 
proactive,  quite  bold  and  daring  re- 
ally, in  challenging  Ethiopian  society 
to  face  up  to  the  problems." 

Perkins  explains  there  is  an  enor- 
mous stigma  with  being  HIV  positive, 
making  it  far  more  difficult  to  deal 
with  the  epidemic.  "Changing  African 
public  perception  about  AIDS  is  very 
important." 

A  concrete  goal  of  CAP  AIDS  is  to 
prepare  for  products  expected  to  be 
ready  for  distribution  in  two  years. 
"Microbicides,  they're  a  bit  like  con- 
traceptive foams,  applied  vaginally. 
They  kill  all  kinds  of  infections  from 
HIV  to  gonorrhea,"  noted  Perkins. 
These  products  address  the  past  fun- 
damental failure  to  prevent  STDs  in 
Africa.  "They  create  an  opportunity 
for  women  to  maintain  control  with- 
out having  to  negotiate  condom  use." 

"The  other  thing  CAP  AIDS  is 


DAVID  SMOOKLER 


working  hard  at,"  said  Perkins,  "is 
providing  organization  of  Africans 
in  Canada.  I've  found  a  real  excite- 
ment and  interest  to  join  in  CAP  AIDS 
and  help.  Most  Africans  in  Toronto 
have  relatives  in  Africa  with  HIV  or 
know  someone  who  has  it.  People 
for  whom  AIDS  in  Africa  touches  in  a 
very  deep  and  direct  way. 

"We  are  also  looking  for  more  stu- 
dent involvement.  We  could  certainly 
use  people  with  communication 
skills,  people  who  would  want  to  par- 
ticipate in  educational  symposiums 
or  seminars." 

Perkins  appeared  pleased  with  the 
turnout  on  Tuesday,  which  included 
many  African  expatriates,  thanks 
largely  to  the  efforts  of  board  mem- 
ber Dorthee  Chopamba.  A  key  objec- 
tive of  the  new  organization  is  to  have 
strong  involvement  by  the  African 
Canadian  community,  for  whom  the 
African  AIDS  epidemic  is  more  than 
tragic  numbers. 

"1  come  from  Zimbabwe,  we  know 
what  it's  like,"  said  Richard  Kuzvi- 
wanza.  "1  lost  a  brother,  a  wife.  Every 
telephone  call  every  day  you  hear  'so 
and  so  is  gone.'  For  me  it's  not  just 
statistics." 

The  event  was  sponsored  by  a  vari- 
ety of  businesses  and  organizations, 
including  the  Metro  Credit  Union, 
NOW  magazine,  and  the  Bambu, 
which  donated  the  space. 


Native  author  discusses 
culture  at  Massey  Lecture 


by  GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 

VABSITV  STAFF 


Native  scholar  and  activist  Thomas 
King  delivered  the  final  talk  in  the 
prestigious  annual  Massey  Lecture 
series  on  Friday  night.  The  lecture, 
delivered  to  a  packed  Isabel  Bader 
Theatre  at  Victoria  College,  carried 
the  provocative  title  "What  is  it 
about  us  that  you  don't  like?"  The 
title  of  this  year's  series  is  "The 
Truth  about  Stories:  A  Native  Nar- 


rative." 

King  discussed  the  difficult  rela- 
tionship between  aboriginals  and 
the  rest  of  the  country,  and  the  laws 
and  regulations  that  are  making  that 
relationship  still  more  troubled. 

"One  of  the  surprising  things 
about  Indians  is  that  we're  still 
here,"  he  said.  "Natives  can  disap- 
pear with  their  culture  and  iden- 
tity intact.  We  exist  with  two  identi- 
ties— the  cultural  one  and  the  legal 
one.  What  1  want  to  argue  is  that  we 


should  have  the  right  to  take  both 
with  us  wherever  we  go,  whatever 
we  do,  and  whoever  we  do  it  with." 

He  discussed  in  particular  Bill 
C-31,  a  1985  law  which  defined  who 
was  a  status  Indian  and  who  was 
not.  A  particular  clause  in  the  bill, 
the  "two  generation  cut-off  clause," 
means  that  over  time,  people  of  na- 
tive ancestry  will  simply  be  defined 
out  of  existence,  he  argued. 

Continued  on  next  page 
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Residents  fear  Chow  will  bolt  for  Ottawa  in  the  spring 


by  LESLEY  TRITES 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Much-loved  by  Toronto  lefties, 
City  Councillor  Olivia  Chow  now 
has  some  dissent  to  face. 

A  group  called  Coalition  for 
a  Full-term  Councillor  has  ex- 
pressed concern  that  Chow  may 
high-tail  it  to  Ottawa  come  next 
federal  election  and  leave  her  rid- 
ing in  the  dust. 

Chow  was  re-elected  two  weeks 
ago  as  councillor  of  Ward  20  Trin- 
ity-Spadina.  Voted  Now  Maga- 
zine's best  city  councillor  for  five 
years  in  a  row,  Chow  presides 
over  the  eastern  half  of  the  large 
Trinity-Spadina  riding  extending 
from  Dupont  Street  down  to  the 
waterfront. 


Coalition  member  Natalia 
MacDonald  says  that  it  is  "wor- 
risome that  one  likely  to  win  as 
councillor  would  run  federally." 
This  would  be  costly  for  ward 
residents,  says  MacDonald,  both 
because  of  a  costly  bi-election 
and  the  ward's  lack  of  representa- 
tion for  up  to  six  or  seven  months 
while  Chow  was  campaigning. 

"[It's]  kind  of  a  raw  deal  for  the 
residents,"  says  MacDonald. 

The  Coalition  held  a  demon- 
stration outside  Olivia  Chow's  of- 
fice last  week,  asking  her  to  com- 
mit to  three  years  if  elected.  "No 
one  really  addressed  the  issue  or 
situation,"  said  MacDonald,  not- 
ing that  the  demonstration  was 
ignored  by  those  in  the  office. 

The    demonstration    was  not 


so  much  about  her  issues  or  her 
politics,  explained  MacDonald, 
but  about  her  staying  for  the  full 
term  if  elected,  "which  is  what 
one  would  expect  from  a  council- 
lor." 

Speculation  about  Chow  run- 
ning federally  "could  have  eas- 
ily been  put  to  and  end,"  says 
MacDonald,  "but  when  Chow 
was  asked  at  both  debates,  she 
brushed  it  off  and  didn't  address 
the  issue." 

In  1997,  Chow  ran  federally  for 
the  NDP  in  the  Trinity-Spadina 
riding,  where  the  race  heated  up. 
Chow  gathered  41  per  cent  of  the 
popular  vote,  but  lost  by  a  small 
margin  to  Liberal  candidate  Tony 
lanno,  much  to  the  disappoint- 
ment of  NDP  supporters  who  had 


high  hopes  for  the  riding.  Some 
speculate  that  Chow  might  have  a 
better  chance  this  time  around. 

Known  to  pedal  around  the  An- 
nex on  her  bicycle,  Chow  would 
be  greatly  missed  in  city  politics, 
where  she  has  figured  prominent- 
ly over  the  years. 

Chow's  recent  refusal  to  out- 
right deny  speculation  that  she 
will  run  federally  may  be  an  indi- 
cation that  she's  hoping  to  reunite 
"Jack  and  Olivia,"  poster-couple 
of  the  left,  and  join  her  husband, 
NDP  leader  Jack  Layton,  to  take 
on  the  feds. 

Requests  for  a  confirmation  or 
denial  on  the  subject  of  Chow 
running  federally  by  the  Varsity 
were  not  returned  by  Chow  or  her 
office. 


CITY  OF  TORONTO 
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Councilor  Olivia  Chow 


Private  partnerships  means  arts  get  the  shaft:  report 


by  ROBERT  KOTYK 

THEMANITOBAN 


WINNIPEG  (CUP)  —  Some  univer- 
sities in  Canada  are  trading  their 
academic  integrity  for  an  increased 
number  of  corporate  partnerships, 
according  to  a  report  released  last 
month. 

The  study,  conducted  by  the 
Canadian  Centre  for  Policy  Alter- 
natives for  the  Ontario  Faculty 
Association,  examined  the  role  of 
public-private  partnerships  (PPPs) 
in  Ontario's  universities.  It  claims 
that  partnerships  between  the 
province's  universities  and  the 
private  sector  are  adversely  affect- 
ing everything  from  the  quality  of 
education  to  appropriate  research 
practices. 

The  report  also  states  that  these 
partnerships  privilege  the  science 
and  technology  disciplines  over 
the  liberal  arts  programs  in  which 
the  majority  of  Ontario's  students 
are  enrolled. 

It  suggests  that  the  increasing  re- 
liance upon  PPPs  in  Ontario  means 
that  programs  not  traditionally  fa- 
voured by  private  sector  investors 
are  suffering  from  under-funding 
for  classrooms  and  buildings. 


Partnership  programs  in  Ontario 
such  as  SuperBuild  and  the  On- 
tario Innovation  Trust,  the  report 
argues,  also  end  up  costing  more 
for  taxpayers. 

Heather- Jane  Robertson,  one  of 
the  report's  authors,  said  Ontario's 
university  PPPs  relinquish  control 
of  public  money  to  private  sector 
initiatives. 

"The  private  dollars  are  lever- 
aging public  dollars  to  go  into 
engineering  and  computer  science 
and  health  sciences,  and  not  into 
education  or  the  arts,  not  where 
the  students  are,  but  where  corpo- 
rations want  the  dollars  to  go,"  she 
said.  "And  it's  not  just  their  dollars. 
They  drag  the  public  dollars  with 
them." 

In  1999/2000,  51  per  cent  of 
SuperBuild's  overall  funding  went 
to  engineering,  computer  science, 
and  business,  even  though  only  24 
per  cent  of  Ontario's  students  are 
enrolled  in  those  faculties. 

Robertson  also  claimed  the  infor- 
mation surrounding  PPPs  is  often 
kept  secret,  leading  to  decreased 
accountability. 

"It's  proprietary  corporate  infor- 
mation, so  by  definition,  the  public 
can't  look  at  whether  or  not  it's  get- 


»  Continued  from  previous  page 

"No  need  to  send  in  the  cavalry, 
guns  blazing,"  he  said.  "Legislation 
will  do  just  as  well." 

The  evening  began  when  a  native 
drum  group  and  dancers  took  the 
stage.  A  traditional  native  ceremony 
has  opened  each  of  the  five  lectures 
across  the  country. 

The  Massey  Lectures  have  run 
since  1961  and  have  included  speak- 
ers such  as  Martin  Luther  King  Jr., 
Northrop  Frye,  Doris  Lessing,  John 
Ralston  Saul,  and  Michael  Ignatieff. 
The  lecture  series  has  become  an 
industry  in  itself,  including  a  na- 
tional lecture  schedule,  a  five-hour 
series  of  radio  programs  on  CBC's 
Ideas,  and  a  book. 


King  is  known  for  his  novels  (such 
as  Green  Grass,  Running  Water  and 
Medicine  River)  and  by  CBC  listeners 
as  the  creator  of  the  much-loved 
"Dead  Dog  Cafe  Comedy  Hour," 
which  was  a  weekly  segment  on 
Morningside.  During  the  question 
period  after  the  talk,  an  audience 
member  asked  King  whether  he 
had  any  plans  to  bring  back  the 
show.  He  told  the  audience  to  write 
to  the  CBC  if  they  wanted  it  back  on 
the  air. 

King  will  be  participating  in  an 
online  forum  until  Dec.  5  to  discuss 
the  lectures  and  his  book.  To  access 
the  forum,  go  to  www.anansi.ca. 
The  radio  shows  of  the  lectures  will 
be  airing  on  Ideas  Nov.  17-21  on  CBC 
Radio  One. 


ting  a  good  deal,"  she  said.  "It's  all 
under. wraps.  Any  idea  of  transpar- 
ency around  how  public  dollars  are 
spent  is  lost." 

Dr.  Mark  Gabbert,  a  history  pro- 
fessor and  president  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Manitoba  Faculty  Associa- 
tion, also  said  a  loss  of  control  over 
information  is  a  drawback  of  PPPs. 

"What  comes  out  at  the  end  of 
a  privately  funded  process  is  all 
too  often  knowledge  that  is  private 
property,  so  the  knowledge  only  is 
released  according  to  the  interests 
of  the  person  who  owns  it." 

Gabbert  also  suggested  the  U  of 
M's  Strategic  Initiatives  Process, 
which  can  reallocate  the  baseline 
funding  for  vacant  university  posi- 
tions to  other  faculties,  has  played 
a  role  in  the  loss  of  money  from 
arts  to  programs  that  invite  more 
private  sector  investment. 

"There's  certainly  reason  to 
think  that  arts  is,  in  fact,  contribut- 
ing to  a  redistribution  of  university 
resources  in  the  direction  of  these 


fields  that  are  perhaps  more  inter- 
esting to  the  private  sector,"  he 
said.  "Science  is  the  second  big- 
gest contributor  to  the  Strategic 
Initiatives  Process,  and  that  just 
reminds  us  that  not  every  field  in 
science  is  equally  interesting  to  the 
private  sector." 

Gabbert  also  said  arts  is  not  the 
only  faculty  to  suffer  from  the  ef- 
fects of  a  reliance  on  PPPs. 

"It's  not  so  simple  as  to  say  that 
the  sciences  get  everything  and  the 
social  sciences  and  humanities  get 
nothing,"  he  said.  "The  fact  is  that 
some  of  the  sciences  will  get  more, 
but  maybe  at  the  cost  of  their  in- 
tegrity, and  both  the  sciences  and 
the  social  sciences  and  humanities 
are,  I  think,  adversely  affected  by  a 
situation  where  too  much  empha- 
sis is  put  on  this  kind  of  strategy 
for  support." 

Dr.  Digvir  Jayas,  U  of  M  associ- 
ate vice-resident,  said  corporate 
involvement  in  post-secondary 
institutions  could  also  have  its 


advantages. 

"In  my  opinion,  research-based 
projects  bring  a  problem  to  be 
solved  which  cannot  be  solved  by 
someone  else,"  he  wrote. 

The  Ontario  study  concluded 
that  an  institution's  academic  in- 
tegrity can  be  compromised  when 
corporate  involvement  becomes 
too  pronounced. 

"How  can  the  university  be  an 
independent  provider  of  knowl- 
edge if,  in  fact,  its  scientists  are 
indentured  to  the  private  sector?" 
Gabbert  said. 

Robertson  said,  however,  that 
despite  the  urgency  of  her  warning, 
there  has  been  little  response  to 
last  month's  study  from  the  media 
and  academic  institutions. 

"We  got  one  story  in  the  Globe 
and  Mail  and  in  the  International 
Harold  Tribune,"  she  said.  "It's  just 
going  to  get  archived  with  all  the 
other  reports  that  tell  us  what  we 
should  not  be  doing  that  we  persist 
in  doing  anyway." 
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ATTENTION 

The  Scarborough  Campus  Students'  Union 

will  be  holdijig  its  Annual  General  Meetmg  of  members 
on  Thursday,  November  27,  2003,  at  11am,  in  S-403. 

All  students  are  welcome  to  attetid. 


The  foUowmg  items  be  .discussed: 

-  To  approve  the  2002-2003  financial  records  of 

the  corporation 

-  To  appoint  DMCT  LLP  as  the  2003-2004  auditors 

of  the  corporation 

-  A  report  from  the  President  of  SCSU 

More  information  on  the  items  above  is  available  from 
room  B-330,  the  SCSU  office.  In  addition,  the  agenda 
for  the  meeting  is  available  online  at  \t'^vw.scsu.ca 

Light  snacks  and  refreshments  will  be  proiaded. 
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consent  is  forbidden.  He  thinks  that 
Clenman's  partner  may  have  misun- 
derstood what  was  being  offered, 
and  Winters  acicnowledges  that 
some  of  the  telemarketers  for  the 
company  speak  very  quickly,  and 
this  is  something  he  has  asked  the 
company  to  change.  "I've  shared 
this  concern  with  the  telemarket- 
ing staff  and  have  asked  that  the 
pace  of  the  telephone  solicitation 
be  reduced,"  he  notes. 

A  second  thing  that  Clenman 
found  to  be  disturbing  was  Master- 
Card's refusal  to  send  information 


regarding  the  card  to  her  home. 
Clenman  said  she  felt  overwhelmed 
by  the  volume  of  information  she 
was  receiving  when  the  company 
called  her  a  second  time,  two 
weeks  later  So  she  could  more  fully 
understand  what  was  being  solicit- 
ed, she  asked  for  information  about 
the  card  to  be  mailed  to  her  home. 
To  her  surprise,  the  caller  refused, 
saying  this  was  "not  possible."  Ac- 
cording to  Winters,  the  administra- 
tion was  not  aware  MasterCard  was 
refusing  to  mail  information  about 
its  products  to  its  potential  sub- 


scribers and  that  "this  practice  will 
be  immediately  discontinued  and 
that  mail  requests  [are]  be[ing] 
facilitated." 

As  for  the  general  practice  of 
marketing  to  students,  Winters 
says  that  Clenman's  name  ended  up 
on  MasterCard's  phone  list  because 
she  attended  U  of  T  as  an  under- 
graduate. He  defends  the  program 
on  a  whole,  noting  that  it's  not  the 
company's  policy  to  target  under- 
graduate students,  and  the  Affinity 
Program  produces  money  for  many 
divisions  of  the  university. 
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relius  Rego,  another  student  of 
McMullin's.  Rego  notes  that  the 
class  has  yet  to  hand  in  their 
major  paper,  meaning  90  per  cent 
of  their  grade  is  still  up  in  the  air 
"In  my  opinion,  it's  bullshit,"  said 
Rego.  "Professor  A  teaches  us  and 
Professor  B  is  going  to  mark  us," 
he  noted. 

But  for  Regan,  the  situation  has 
little  to  do  with  grade  point  aver- 
ages. "It  affects  me  because  Neil  is 
the  best  teacher  I've  ever  had,  and 
his  course  is  the  most  compelling 
I've  taken  here,"  said  Regan,  who 


specifically  took  the  course  be- 
cause of  McMuUin.  "He  [Principal 
Orchard]  seems  to  think  educa- 
tors are  interchangeable.  I'm  inter- 
ested in  the  perspectives  that  Neil 
brings  to  the  classroom... another 
teacher  is  just  not  adequate." 

In  the  meantime,  a  petition  is  be- 
ing circulated  to  retain  Professor 
McMullin's  services  at  UTM.  The 
whole  situation  has  already  had  a 
dramatic  effect  on  McMullin's  stu- 
dents, however.  "I  guess  I  realized 
how  little  my  voice  means  here  at 
Erindale,"  lamented  Regan. 
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Stem  cell  law  too  limiting 


Canada  made  a  bold  step  on  Oct. 
28th  when  the  House  of  Commons 
passed  Bill  C-13.  If  the  Senate 
passes  the  bill  as  well,  it  will  al- 
low stem  cell  research  but  pro- 
hibit human  cloning  in  this  coun- 
try. The  bill  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  putting  us  light  years 
ahead  of  the  U.S.,  but  it  does  not 
go  far  enough. 

Stem  cells  have  been  heralded 
as  everything  from  "remark- 
able" to  "miraculous."  They  are 
essentially  blank  cells  that  can 
develop  into  any  kind  of  tissue; 
skin,  blood,  liver,  what  have  you. 
Scientists  surmise  they  could  be 
used  to  replace  nervous  tissue  in 
people  with  spinal  cord  injuries, 
repair  the  brains  of  Alzheimer's 
patients,  and  treat  other  dis- 
orders for  which  we  have  no 
cure — Parkinson's  disease,  heart 
disease,  diabetes,  osteoarthritis, 
rheumatoid  arthritis,  and  many 
others. 

Although  stem  cells  are  found 
in  adult  tissue  (primarily  in  bone 
marrow),  the  vast  majority  of 
stem  cells  being  used  in  research 
come  from  embryos.  The  cells 
are  removed  from  an  embryo,  a 
ball  of  about  100  cells,  and  the 
embryo  dies.  Most  embryos  used 
in  stem  cell  research  come  from 
in  vitro  fertilization  procedures, 
where  several  are  created  in  lab 
in  the  hopes  that  one  will  be  sue- 


►  EDITORIAL  ^ 

cessfully  implanted  in  the  mother. 
Scientists  have  been  conducting 
studies  on  embryos  "left  over" 
from  the  process. 

There  is  another  source  of  hu- 
man embryos — cloning.  In  human 
therapeutic  cloning,  the  DNA  of 
a  fertilized  egg  is  removed,  and 
a  donor's  DNA  is  inserted.  The 
cell  is  then  allowed  to  divide  into 
a  ball  of  100  cells,  and  the  stem 
cells  are  removed.  This  process 
carries  the   highest  hopes  for 

What  is  the  point  of 
protecting  the  lives 
of  the  unborn  if  you 
don't  bother  making 
life  worth  living 
for  people  who  are 
already  around? 

modern  medicine.  Tissue  could 
be  grown  for  the  donor,  say  nerve 
cells  for  somebody  with  a  spinal 
cord  injury,  and  transplanted  into 
the  patient  without  any  fear  of  the 
body  rejecting  the  transplant  be- 
cause it  contains  their  own  DNA. 
Although  this  source  of  stem 
cells  has  the  greatest  potential 
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for  medical  miracles,  many  fear 
that  researchers  may  end  up  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  embryos, 
arguably  human  lives,  simply  so 
they  may  be  destroyed. 

Bill  C-13  allows  stem  cell  re- 
search on  embryos  "left  over" 
from  in  vitro,  but  not  on  cloned 
embryos,  precisely  because  of 
this  fear.  But  is  it  morally  consis- 
tent to  prohibit  this  option? 

Abortion  is  legal.  In  vitro  fertil- 
ization is  legal,  meaning  that  we 
already  allow  excess  embryos  to 
be  created  that  will  have  to  be  de- 
stroyed. What  is  it  that  makes  the 
creation  of  embryos  for  stem  cells 
so  different?  On  a  physical  level, 
there  isn't  any  difference  between 
what  happens  to  an  embryo  that 
is  aborted,  fails  to  make  the  cut 
for  an  in  vitro  fertilization,  or 
one  created  just  for  stem  cell  re- 
search. Nobody  could  argue  that 
the  moral  questions  involved  are 
simple,  but  on  a  legislative  level 
we  should  be  consistent  about 
what  we  deem  acceptable. 

Bill  C-13  would  create  an  As- 
sisted Human  Reproduction 
Agency  of  Canada  to  regulate 
and  monitor  research  at  fertility 
clinics.  A  similar  body  in  the  U.K. 
currently  holds  the  right  to  grant 
labs  licenses  to  perform  human 
therapeutic  cloning.  This  hope- 
fully will  ensure  that  stem  cells 
are  used  wisely.  Why  isn't  Canada 
making  the  same  move? 

Many  scientists  in  fact  predict 
that  stem  cell  research  may  itself 
bring  the  solution  to  the  cloning 
problem,  and  we  will  find  a  fea- 
sible way  to  extract  enough  stem 
cells  from  alternative  sources. 

There  are  100,000  people  in 
Canada  with  Parkinson's  disease. 
Every  day  three  more  people  are 
diagnosed  with  Multiple  Sclero- 
sis. Almost  half  of  all  people  over 
the  age  of  85  have  Alzheimer's. 
What  is  the  point  of  protecting 
the  lives  of  the  unborn  if  you 
don't  bother  making  life  worth 
living  for  people  who  are  already 
around? 

If  you  firmly  believe  that  life 
begins  at  conception,  then  the 
question  of  stem  cell  research 
is  probably  not  a  difficult  one. 
Nancy  Reagan  was  once  quoted 
as  saying  "1  believe  if  you  have 
an  abortion  you  are  committing 
murder." 

Having  watched  her  husband 
wither  away  with  Alzheimer's  for 
the  past  decade,  Nancy  has  be- 
come an  outspoken  proponent  of 
stem  cell  research.  It's  a  lot  easier 
to  advocate  for  the  rights  of  the 
unborn  when  your  husband  can 
still  recognize  your  face. 


LETTERS 


Free  speech  vs. 
sexual  freedom 

Re:  Homophobia  haunts 
Scarborough  (Nov.  11) 


I  have  been  indirectly  accused  (de- 
pending on  interpretation)  of  either 
homophobia  or  lack  of  education,  or 
both,  by  Sarah  Barmak  in  her  article 
Homophobia  haunts  Scarborough.  I 
was  referenced  not  only  by  name  and 
position,  but  also  extremely  out  of 
context. 

1  am  not  unsympathetic  to  the  dif- 
ficulties faced  by  LGBTQ  students  on 
our  campus  and  elsewhere.  I  acknowl- 
edge a  real  and  pressing  need  for  eq- 
uity initiatives  designed  to  benefit  this 
student  minority,  such  as  the  Positive 
Space  campaign;  a  need  for  education 
(I  have  attended  and  will  continue  to 
attend  equity  training),  and  a  need 
for  measures  designed  to  protect  this 
group  from  attack  and  discrimination. 
Speaking  for  myself,  I  am  entirely  com- 
fortable with  LGBTQ  individuals  and  1 
wish  that  no  discussion  regarding  the 
legitimacy  of  being  LGBTQ  were  to 
exist  at  all.  Nevertheless,  the  discus- 
sion does  exist.  And  expunging  it  from 
a  message  board  will  not  alter  the 
fact  that  numerous  students  do  have 
objections  to  LGBTQ  on  the  basis  of 
moral,  ethical,  or  religious  beliefs. 

My  participation  in  the  discussion 
was  not  intended  to  support  these 
objections— particularly  since  I  do 
not  share  them — but  to  acknowledge 
that  some  space  to  state  these  views 
must  be  made  available,  so  long  as 
the  views  can  be  stated  respectfully 
and  responsibly,  or  else  education  is 
impossible.  I  don't  intend  to  defend 
the  particular  example  of  what  oc- 
curred on  the  SCSU  message  board  as 
respectful  and  responsible  discussion, 
but  1  stand  by  the  principle  as  I've 
stated  it. 

In  the  context  of  a  discussion  that 
brought  into  question  the  legitimacy 
of  every  religious  group  and  club  on 
our  campus  that  follows  a  faith  which 
objects  to  homosexuality,  1  suggested 
that  Student  Affairs  is  the  appropriate 
office  to  determine  what  is  and  what 
is  not  acceptable  as  a  recognized 
student  group,  in  place  of  statements 
made  by  LGBTQ@SC  coordinator 
Brian  Konik  that  were  quite  clear 
regarding  what  they  believe  is  and  is 
not  allowed.  It  is  my  firm  belief  that  as 
soon  as  some  students  start  dictat- 
ing what  is  and  is  not  allowed  on  our 
campus,  and  other  students  allow 
themselves  to  be  thus  dictated  to,  we 
have  entered  into  a  dangerous  realm 
of  self-censorship.  So  I  encouraged 
then,  as  I  would  encourage  now,  any 
and  all  students  and  student  groups 
to  test  the  limits  of  what  is  permissible 
and  acceptable.  And  I  stand  by  that 


principle  as  well.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
the  entitlements  and  claims  made  by 
some  groups  seem  to  infringe  inexo- 
rably on  the  entitlements  and  claims 
made  by  other  groups,  but  that's  the 
nature  of  democratic  society.  And  uni- 
laterally muzzling  someone  because 
you  don't  like  what  they  are  saying, 
or  denying  them  any  venue  through 
which  to  express  their  views,  is  not 
the  nature  of  a  democratic  society.  To 
quote  Voltaire  "I  disapprove  of  what 
you  say,  but  1  will  defend  your  right  to 
say  it."  And  1  will  continue  to  do  so. 

Jeff  Rybak 

Humanities  Department  Rep. 
SCSU 

Aborted 
argument 

Re:  Abortion  debate  baffles, 
entertains  (Nov.  17) 

The  position  Students  for  Life 
maintains,  and  which  Mr.  Wagner 
argued  for,  is  that  human  life  should 
be  protected  from  conception  (not 
inception).  Prof.  Sumner  compared 
an  unwanted  fetus  to  an  intruder,  a 
burdensome  being  that  threatens  the 
mother's  rights.  Is  not  the  womb  our 
natural  location  for  the  first  months 
of  our  lives?  No  human  could  be  more 
defenceless  than  an  unborn  child, 
wanted  or  unwanted — hardly  the 
description  of  an  intruder  deserving  a 
brutal  death. 

One  of  Prof.  Sumner's  more  shock- 
ing claims  was  that  rights  do  not 
depend  on  membership  in  a  certain 
species.  Dogs  have  higher  conscious- 
ness then  severely  handicapped 
people.  Should  more  rights  be  given  to 
dogs  then  to  these  human  beings? 

Finally,  concerning  two  accusations 
made:  First  that  the  pro-life  position  is 
a  "religious  view."  Should  we  discount 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  Gandhi,  and 
Mother  Teresa  (who,  note,  were  all 
against  abortion)  because  they  had 
religious  motivations?  We  do  not 
need  to  share  their  religious  convic- 
tions to  understand  that  they  stood 
for  something  noble,  good,  and  just. 
The  second  was  that  men  should  not 
speak  about  this  subject.  Should  it 
then  follow  that  we  should  dismiss  the 
Canadian  Supreme  Court's  decision 
to  legalize  abortion  since  the  majority 
of  judges  who  ruled  in  the  case  were 
male? 

We  would  like  to  bring  this  issue 
back  into  focus.  What  is  the  unborn? 
It  is  a  human  being  that  has  the  same 
amount  of  dignity  as  all  human  beings 
do.  We  can  do  far  better  than  abortion. 

U  OF  T  Students  for  Life 
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Opinion  &  Analysis 


Ask  SEC: 

Sage  advice  from  U  of  T's 
Sexual  Education  Centre 


Sexual  healing 


PENDARYOUSEFI 


Last  year  I  had  a  rough  break-up  with 
my  ex  after  contracting  gonorrhoea 
from  him.  I've  been  treated  for  the 
disease,  but  I'm  beginning  a  new  rela- 
tionship with  someone  and  don't  know 
if  I  should  tell  my  partner  What  do  you 
think? 

Iffy  in  Innis 

Most  people  agree  that  honesty  is  an 
important  constituent  of  a  relation- 
ship, and  being  truthful  about  your 
medical  history  with  a  sexual  partner 
is  no  exception.  It's  also  important 
that  you  don't  stigmatize  yourself  for 
having  a  sexually  transmitted  disease; 
after  all,  would  you  find  it  difficult 
to  tell  your  partner  that  you've  had 
influenza?  Be  straightforward  and 
open  to  questions  when  you  tell  your 
partner,  but  most  importantly  don't  be 
ashamed.  Explain  that  you  contracted 
the  disease  from  a  partner,  have  been 
treated  (with  antibiotics),  and  are  no 
longer  carrying  the  disease.  After- 
wards, show  off  your  new-found  sex- 


ual health  consciousness  by  making  a 
date  for  the  STD  clinic!  Just  imagine 
the  romance:  you,  your  partner,  some 
champagne,  and  a  culture  swab.  Eros, 
thy  name  is  hygiene. 

What  is  a  pap  smear  and  how  do  I  know 
if  I  should  get  one? 

Perplexed  about  Pap 

A  pap  smear  is  a  procedure  used  to 
examine  the  cells  of  the  cervix  (the 
opening  of  the  uterus).  The  cells  are 
collected  from  the  cervix  using  a  small 
brush  or  spatula.  The  cells  are  then 
tested  to  detect  infection,  hormonal 
conditions,  and  cancerous  or  pre-can- 
cerous  cells.  The  pap  smear  is  usually 
accompanied  by  a  pelvic  exam,  where 
the  doctor  will  check  the  uterus  and 
ovaries.  This  sounds  a  lot  more  un- 
comfortable than  it  really  is. 

Women  should  begin  having  annual 
pap  smears  and  pelvic  exams  once 
they  become  sexually  active  or  when 
they  reach  eighteen,  whichever  comes 


The  ACME  Anvil 


PENDARYOUSEFI 


by  BROOKES  MERRITT 


This  week  the  TTC  bus  drivers  are  up 
on  the  anvil.  It's  time  to  bring  down 
the  hammer  of  their  apathy  that  rou- 
tinely screws  up  my  mornings. 

Nobody  likes  to  waste  time.  Well, 
almost  nobody.  It  seems  as  though 
the  TTC  rig-pigs  have  no  problem 
with  it.  Without  regard  for  the  sched- 
ule of  their  passengers,  bus  drivers 
continuously  make  unscheduled 
stops — abandoning  their  coach  wher- 
ever they  please  to  saunter  languidly 
over  to  Tim's  for  a  break. 

Time  and  time  again  I  miss  my  con- 
nector bus  because  of  this  ignorant 
ritual.  It's  bad  enough  that  I  have  to 
guess  when  my  bus  is  coming — times 
seem  to  be  posted  at  less  than  20  per 
cent  of  the  stops  in  this  city — but  the 
added  burden  of  having  to  explain  to 
my  prof,  that  my  tardiness  is  due  to 
my  bus  driver's  poor  work  ethic — is 
intolerable. 

If  TTC  drivers  want  two  paid 
"fifteens"  and  a  half  hour  lunch  each 
day,  they  should  rise  their  fat  asses 
up  off  their  plush,  air-ride  seats  and 
back  into  the  retail  squalor  they  came 
from. .  .God  forbid  they  ever  have  to 
stand. 

Maybe  then  they'd  know  what 
it's  like  to  loiter  at  bus  stop  for  30 
minutes,  shifting  your  weight  from 
foot  to  foot  as  you  wait  like  a  sheep 
for  the  next  bus  (which  you  have  no 
idea  when  to  expect,  because — wait 
for  it — the  stop  times  aren't  posted); 
all  because  the  last  damn  driver  left 
your  bus  stranded  in  traffic  while  he 
fucked  off  to  get  his  coffee  fix. 

The  ACME  Anvil  is  a  voeekly 
rant  addressed  to  those  who 
should  be  clobbered  over  the 
head  with  an  anvil  and  left  to 
die  in  the  ditch  on  the  side  of 
an  abandoned  road. 


LETTERS 
continued  from  previous  page 

Homosexuality  a 
moral  question? 

Re:  /s  it  natural  to  be  gay? 
(Nov.  11) 


Female  pigs  sometimes  eat  their 
offspring  after  giving  birth.  "Rape" 
is  a  natural  part  of  procreation 
in  many  species.  Dogs  have  been 
known  to  eat  their  own  feces.  But 
all  of  these  activities  can  properly 
be  deemed  unnatural  for  human 
beings.  Pointing  out  that  they  take 
place  among  animals  is  irrel- 
evant. The  homosexuality  debate 
revolves  around  a  moral  question 
and  morality  doesn't  pertain  to 
the  animal  kingdom. 

Michael  Connell 


first.  You  can  make  an  appointment 
to  have  one  done  at  Health  Services 
in  the  Koeffler  Centre,  at  the  Hassle- 
Free  Clinic,  or  you  can  ask  your  family 
doctor  to  refer  you  to  a  gynecologist. 
It's  a  good  idea  to  make  sure  that  you 
are  being  tested  for  STDs  as  well  as 
cell  abnormalities,  because  many  gy- 
necologists only  do  so  upon  request. 
Your  doctor  can  also  help  you  to  figure 
out  which  method  of  birth  control  is 
best  for  you. 

Many  young  women  are  apprehen- 
sive about  getting  a  pap  smear  They 
don't  think  they  need  to  get  one  done, 
or  they  don't  want  a  doctor  going  near 
their  privates.  The  fact  is,  a  pap  smear 


is  very  important  to  female  health. 
The  sooner  that  gynecological  diseas- 
es are  caught,  the  less  damage  they 
will  cause.  And  as  we  all  know,  most 
women  do  not  show  any  symptoms 
of  STDs.  As  for  not  wanting  a  doctor 
near  their  vagina,  women  should  note 
that  doctors  are  trained  medical  pro- 
fessionals, unlike  many  of  their  sexual 
partners. 

SEC  operates  between  9  a.m.  and  9 
p.m.  on  weekdays.  Our  anonymous 
hotline  is  416-97-UT-SEC  and  our 
email  is  AskUofTSEC@hotmail.com. 
We  welcome  everyone  who  stops  by 
our  office  at  91  St.  George  Street. 
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The  V&rj/fj^welcomes  letters  1 
from  our  readers.  Send  letter^ 
(250  words  max.) \N^\jm% 
name  &  phone  number  to:  | 

opinions@thevarsity.ca| 

Opinions  submissions  are  | 
also  welcome.  I 


The  Eipib/  Commissm  is 
hUin^  a  writing  contest 

We  are  accepting  short  stories,  poetry,  or 
reflections  having  to  do  with  equity  issues. 

This  may  include  your  experiences  at  U  of  T, 
your  understanding  or  experience  of  the  world 
around  you  as  a  student  that  identifies  as  a 
minority,  or  anything  else  related  to  this. 


^livyj*^^^  will  be  a  cash  prized  of  $100,  $75, 
and  $50  for  the  most  creative  entries. 

The  best  submissions  will  be  featured  in 
our  upcoming  Equity  Commission  *zine. 

Mf 

Deadline  for  entrie^is  December  31,  2003. 

Entries  may  be  emaile«o  vpequity@sacutoronto.ca 

or  dropped  off  at  SA^feception  12  Hart  House  Circle, 
c/o  julia  Munk.       Jg  ill 

Good  kct 


students'administrativeeoi 


Fast-track  Your  Career  this  Winter!  Sheridan 


Special  February  2  Start 

•  Architectural  Technology 

•  Art  Fundan:ientals 

•  Bachelor  of  Applied  Information  Sciences 
(information  Systems  Security) 

or  Start  January  5 

•  Animal  Care 

•  Business 

•  Computer  Animation* 

•  Computer  Programmer 

•  Computer  Science  Technology  (Direct  Entry) 

•  Cosmetic  Techniques  and  Management 

•  Early  Childhood  Education 

•  Environmental  Control* 

•  Esthetician 

*Graduate  certificate  program 

www.sheridaninstitute.ca 


•  Computer  Science  Technology 

•  Crafts  and  Design 

•  Police  Foundations 

•  Registered  Nurse  Refresher*  (March  start) 

•  Telecommunications  Technology 


•  General  Arts  and  Science 

•  Human  Resource  Management* 

•  Information  Technologies  Support  Services 

•  Office  Administration 

•  Personal  Support  Worker 

•  Quality  Assurance  Manufacturing  and 
Management* 

•  Registered  Nurse  Refresher* 

•  Social  Service  Worker 


Experience  Exceptional  Opportunities  at  Sheridan! 


Bachelor  of  Appliewjmorm 
{Information  Systems  S 


Receive  a  Calendar  e:  sheridan@data-medla-inc.com  t:  416-657-2015         I  ■  ' ^"  ^ 

Sheridan  College  Institute  of  Technology  and  Advanced  Learning,  1430  Trafalgar  Road,  Oakville,  ON  L6H  2L1  905-845-9430  www.sheridaninstitute.ca 
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HEALTH 


DENTAL 


PLAN 


Although  vision  care  is  not  an  insured  benefit  included  in  your  SAC  Health  Plan, 
studentcare.net/works  is  working  with  vision  care  providers  to  help  you  get  the  care  you  need 
at  an  affordable  cost. 

The  Studentcare  Vision  Network  is  a  network  of  providers  providing  vision  care  to  students  at  a 
preferred  rate.  Students  will  receive  a  minimum  30%  discount  on  all  eyeglasses  up  to  $250. 
Additional  discounts  on  contact  lenses  and  sunglasses  are  available  at  some  providers. 

Visit  www.studentcare.net  for  a  detailed  list  of  the  discounts  offered  by  each  provider. 
Some  restrictions  may  apply. 


STUDENTCARE  V 
toronto  area 

S 

ON    NETWORK  MEMBERS 

B  RAM  PI.  P..  N 

Designer's  Optical  www.designersoptical.com  (905)  450-3866 

164  Queen  Street  East,  Unit  106,  Medical  Building, 


Next  Optical  www.nextoptical.com 
180  Sandalwood  Parkway, 

M  A  L  T  0  N 


(905)  846-9755 


Next  Optical  www.nextoptical.com 
7330  Goreway  Drive, 

M  15  ?  LS  S  A  U 
Optical  Palace 

Dixie  Value  Mall,  1250  South  Service  Road 

Euro  Optical  www.eurooptical.ca 
1224  Dundas  Street  West, 

Amar  Optical 

2325  Hurontario  Street,  #3 

Deer  Run  Optical  £t  Hearing  Services 
4040  Creditview  Road,  #23 

Complete  Optical 

3615  Dixie  Road,  Unit  #4 

NORTH  YORK 


(905)  677-5337 


(905)  271-2115 
(905)  949-0707 

(905)  896-9200 
(905)  279-1118 

(905)  212-9921 


Vision  Art  Optical 

4895  Yonge  Street  (1  min  walkfromYongeanclSheppardTTCstation)(416)  223-EYES  (3937) 


The  Gough  Optical  Co. 

2115  Finch  Avenue  West.  Suite  314 

Eyes  First  Optical 
2-1270  Finch  Avenue  West 

0  A  K  V  I  L  L  E 


(41 6)  745-6550 
(41 6)  663-2020 


Next  Optical 
388  Spears  Road, 


www.nextoptical.com 
SCARBOROUGH 


(905)  849-7222 


Optical  Trust 
4520  Kingston  Road 


(416)  283-5005 


Scarboro  Optical 

2371  Eglinton  Avenue  East 

Eye  Wear  For  You 

2235  Kennedy  Road,  Suite  101 

I  Q.  R  Q.  N..I^^^^ 

Josephson  Opticians  Flagship  Store 

60  Bloor  Street  West  www.josephsonopt.com 

Josephson  Opticians  www.josephsonopt.com 
BCE  Place-Concourse  Level,  181  Bay  Street, 


(416)  759-9731 
(416)  299-6224 


(416)  964-7070 
(416)  861-1516 


Josephson  Opticians  www.josephsonopt.com  (41 6)  363-3029 
Richmond/Adelaide  Centre-Concourse  Lanes,  101  Richmond  Street  West, 

Josephson  Opticians  www.josephsonopt.com  (416)  545-1845 
466  Eglinton  Avenue  West  (west  of  Avenue  Road), 

Josephson  Opticians  www.josephsonopt.com  (416)  232-1222 
Humbertown  Centre-270  The  Kingsway  (at  Royal  York  Road), 

Josephson  Opticians  www.josephsonopt.com  (41 6)  586-6677 
Mt.  Sinai  Hospital  Mezzanine  Level,  600  University  Avenue, 

Josephson  Opticians  www.josephsonopt.com  (41 6)  444-8485 
York  Mills  Centre-2536  Bayview  Avenue  (on  Bayview  at  York  Mills), 


Henri's  Optical 

2  Wellesley  Street  West 

Specs  on  Bloor 

200  Bloor  Street  West 

Consumer's  Optical 
474  College  Street 

World  Eye  Wear 

126  Cumberland  Street 

WHITBY 


www.xessoreyez.com 


(416)  928-9036 
(416)  925-1758 
(416)  960-1016 
(416)  975-0977 


(905)  666-3831 


Downtown  Whitby  Optical 
370  Brock  Street  South 

whitbyoptical@interhop.net,  www.whitbyoptical.theshoppe.com 

i  Changes  can  be  made  to  this  list  without  notice.  Please  visit  www.studentcare.net 
i  for  updates  on  Network  membership  throughout  the  year. 

:  Contact  studentcare.net/works  toll  free:  1  866  358-4436. 


visit  www.sac.utoronto.ca  for  more  details 
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visit  www.sac.utoronto.ca  for  more  details 


As  part  of  their  commitment  to  students,  the  practitioners  listed  below  have  reduced  their  professional  fees 
to  $40  for  the  initial  assessment  and  $30  for  subsequent  visits.  This  means  that  after  reimbursement 
through  your  Health  Plan  coverage,  you  will  pay  only  $15  for  the  initial  assessment,  and  $5  for  subsequent 
visits,  until  the  yearly  maximum  is  reached. 

You  are  covered  for  the  insured  portion  regardless  of  the  Physiotherapist  you  choose.  By  visiting  a  member 
of  the  Studentcare  Physiotherapy  Network,  you  will  get  the  additional  Physiotherapy  Network  reduction. 


STUDENTCARE  PHYSIOTHERAPY  NETWORK  MEMBERS 
toronto  area 


BRAMPTON 


ACT  Health  www.acthealth.com 
Brampton  Centre    40  Finchgate  Boulevard,  Suite  127, 

DOWNSVIEW 


(905)  799-3200 


ACT  Health  www.acthealth.com 
Dowri^view  Centre  3695  Keele  Street,  Suite  205 

E  T  0  B  I  C  p  K  E 

ACT  Health  www.acthealth.com 
Etobicoke  Centre  190  Sherway  Drive,  Suite  211 

MISSISSAUGA 


(416)  630-5557 


(41 6)  626-021 6 


Erin  Mills  Sports  Medicine  Center  (905)  820-7246 

2227  South  Millway,  Suite  305,  emsm2@bellnet.ca 

Creditview  Rehabilitation  Clinic  (905)  567-6680 

238  Queen  Street.  South 

Sprains  8t  Strains  (905)  71 2-3626 

77  Matheson  Boulevard  East,  Unit  7 

ACT  Health  www.acthealth.com  (905)  949-2525 

Mississauga  Centre,  3025  Hurontario  Street,  Suite  203 

ACT  Health  www.acthealth.com  (905)  542-9009 

Brittania  Centre,  1201  Brittania  Road  West 

NOR  T  H  YORK 

Active  Care  Rehabilitation  Centre 
4949  Bathurst  Street,  Suite  210 

PICKERING 

ACT  Health  www.acthealth.com 
Pickering  Centre  Suite  6F,  1450  Kingston  Road 

R  I  C  H  M  0  N  D     H  I  L  L 

ACT  Health  Group 

Rapid  Rehab  www.acthealth.com  (905)  737-3422 

Richmond  Hill  Centre,  9665  Bayview  Avenue,  Suite  18 


(416)  218-8805 


(905)  420-1266 


SCARBOROUGH 

Plane  Tree  Physiotherapy  Et  Sports  Injury  Clinic 
7  Progress  Avenue,  Unit  #4,www.planetree.ca 

Scarborough  Physiotherapy  Centre 
3785  Kingston  Road,  Unit  B7 


(41 6)  292-0055 
(416)  266-8989 


Plaza  Physiotherapy 
4410  Kingston  Road 


pphysiol  @bellnet.ca      (41 6)  724-6075 


ACT  Health  Group  www.acthealth.com  (41 6)  298-0474 

Scarborough  North  Centre,  3850  Finch  Avenue  East,  Suite  402 

THORNHiLL 


Thornhill  Rehab  www.thornhillrehab.com     (905)  771-9878 

7368  Yonge  Street,  Suite  106 

ACT  Health  Group  www.acthealth.com  (905)  764-0814 

Shops  on  Steeles  Centre,  2900  Steeles  Avenue  East,  Suite  222 

TORONTO 


College  Street  Physiotherapy  collegestphysio@on.aibn.com  (416)  921-9329 
340  College  Street,  #07A 


(416)  597-9797 
(416)  247-7779 

(41 6)  222-7401 


Atrium  Physiotherapy 

595  Bay  Street,  The  Doctor's  Office 

Clearview  Occupational  Health  Centre 

1263  Wilson  Avenue,  Suite  300  www.ciearviewocchealth.com 

Bayview  Rehabilitation 
3333  Bayview  Avenue,  #206 

Queensway  Physiotherapy  Centre 

1 255  The  Queensway,  Suite  5A       (41 6)  251  -5400 


ACT  Health  Group  www.acthealth.com  (41 6)  656-5559 

Dufferin  Central  Centre,  1 655  Dufferin  Street,  2nd  Floor, 

ACT  Health  Group  www.acthealth.com      (41 6)  466-8401 

Danforth  Centre,  1 75B  Danforth  Avenue 

WHITBY 


North  Whitby  Physiotherapy  ft  Sports  Injury  Clinic  (905)  665-8460 
3975  Garden  Street 


Changes  can  be  made  to  this  list  without  notice.  Please  visit  www.studentcare.net  for  updates  on  Network  membership  throughout  the  year. 
Contact  studentcare.net/works  toll  free:  1  866  358-4436. 
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RYAN  KENNEDY 


by  NAOMI  FANCE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


When  you  think  of  drug  use 
among  university  students 
you  probably  thinic  of  lots 
of  beer  and  marijuana.  One  imagines 
alcohol  as  the  major  stress-relieving 
tool  on  campus,  with  a  joint  getting 
rolled  every  now  and  then  at  a  party. 
But  this  is  not  the  full  picture  accord- 
ing to  researchers.  More  and  more 
of  you  may  start  hearing  about  the 
return  of  a  certain  disco  favourite. 
Cocaine  is  making  its  way  back  into 
the  mainstream. 

On  Tuesday,  the  Centre  for  Addic- 
tion and  Mental  Health  released  the 
findings  of  their  bi-annual  drug  sur- 
vey on  Canadian  adolescents.  One  of 
the  trends  of  the  past  few  years  is  the 
rise  of  cocaine  as  a  recreational  drug 
among  youth.  While  marijuana  use 
has  stayed  relatively  level,  cocaine 
use  has  steadily  been  rising  from  one 
per  cent  of  students  having  used  it 
in  1991  to  five  per  cent  in  2003.  The 
survey  was  comprised  of  almost  one 
million  Ontario  students  in  grades  7 
to  12  in  the  spring  of  2003. 

At  the  press  conference,  Doctor 
Edward  Adlaf  from  CAMH  spoke 
about  the  increased  availability 
of  crack  and  cocaine.  He  said  that 
fewer  students  disapprove  of  cocaine 
because  the  perceptions  of  the  risks 
are  weakening.  "The  increase  in  co- 
caine is  the  dominant  increase  of  the 
past  year,"  said  Adlaf.  The  doctor  at- 
tributes this  to  the  fact  that  the  use  of 
ecstasy  is  on  the  decline  for  the  first 
year.  "The  decrease  in  the  use  of  ec- 
stasy is  a  reaction  to  the  media  por- 
trayal of  the  risks.  Ecstasy  is  being 
viewed  as  a  risky  venture.  Perhaps  a 
substitution  is  occurring."  In  terms  of 
harmfulness,  Adlaf  said  that  cocaine 
and  ecstasy  are  very  different  and 
it's  hard  to  compare  them.  The  risks 
of  cocaine  are  mainly  related  to  the 


cardiovascular  system. 

Cocaine  causes  blood  pressure  to 
surge  and  at  the  same  time  it  con- 
stricts the  blood  vessels.  The  pos- 
sible dangers  of  abusing  this  drug  are 
an  increased  risk  of  a  heart  attack  or 
a  brain  hemorrhage. 

So  does  this  growing  gang  of  coke- 
snorting  high  school  students  mean 
that  coke  exists  only  on  the  other 
side  of  the  post-secondary  divide? 
Evidence  shows  that  some  of  their 
older  brothers  and  sisters  in  univer- 
sity have  already  shown  their  fond- 
ness for  the  stuff.  The  latest  available 
statistics  about  university  students 
from  The  Centre  for  Adiction  and 
Mental  Health  are  from  1998,  and 
show  that  five  per  cent  of  students 
nationwide  have  used  cocaine  before 
and  that  1.6  per  cent  had  used  it  in 
the  past  year.  Ontario  was  also  the 
second  highest  region  for  overall  il- 
licit drug  use  after  British  Columbia. 

None  of  this  sits  well  with  the 
city's  law  enforcement  agents.  One 
constable  from  the  Toronto  Drug 
Squad  who  asked  not  to  be  named 
is  appalled  by  the  use  of  cocaine. 
"Get  your  kicks  elsewhere"  is  his 
message  to  students.  "Don't  do  it.  It's 
a  frightening  step  in  the  wrong  direc- 
tion. To  be  a  drug  addict  is  a  ruined 
life  because  you're  forever  seeking 
it."  The  constable  is  sure  that  coke 
is  as  readily  available  as  ever.  "Any- 
one who  wants  to  get  it  can  get  it." 
Compared  to  other  drugs  cocaine  is 
also  quite  expensive.  The  constable 
put  the  price  of  a  gram  at  between 
$100-$125.  One  of  his  major  concerns 
is  that  cocaine  use  is  a  mere  stop  on 
the  road  to  crack.  "Cocaine  is  not  as 
addictive  to  crack  but  crack  is  cheap- 
er and  it's  stronger."  The  downward 
spiral  in  such  a  lifestyle  might  then 
entail  frightening  prospects.  "1  find 
it  very  scary.  You  see  what  it  does 
to  people.  Once  you're  started,  look 
out!"  he  warned.  "First  it  seems  like 


a  lark  but  then  it  isn't.  With  women  it 
can  mean  turning  to  prostitution  and 
for  men  it  could  be  stealing  to  supply 
the  habit." 

If  that's  not  scary  enough  then 
there's  always  the  simple  fact  that 
you  might  be  getting  cheated  when 
you  hand  over  your  hard  earned 
money  for  a  bag  of  coke.  It's  a  case 
of  "buyer  beware"  suggested  the 
constable.  The  purity  of  what  you  are 
paying  for  is  not  assured.  "When  we 
get  large  amounts  we  send  it  off  to  be 
tested.  Only  25  to  30  per  cent  of  it  is 
actually  cocaine.  The  rest  is  baking 
soda  or  some  chemicals.  You  don't 
know  the  level  of  the  rush... you  don't 
know  what's  in  it."  At  all  the  levels  of 
production  and  distribution  there 
are  opportunities  for  the  cocaine  to 
become  diluted,  thereby  destroying 
the  purity  of  the  final  product. 

So,  if  cocaine  is  addictive,  expen- 
sive and  potentially  harmful,  why 
bother  with  it?  One  U  of  T  student 
who  has  been  using  cocaine  recre- 
ationally  for  more  than  a  year  said 
that  she  now  uses  it  about  once 
every  other  month.  "It's  better  than 


any  other  drug  I've  done,"  she  said. 
"It's  my  drug  of  choice."  She  says  that 
most  people  that  she  knows  have 
done  it  at  one  point  or  another  with 
a  handful  of  her  friends  doing  it  on  a 
regular  basis.  "It  seems  normal,"  she 
commented.  Saying  that  she  started 
mainly  out  of  peer  pressure,  she  was 
at  first  nervous  about  a  drug  that 
seemed  so  strong.  "Before  1  did  coke 
it  sounded  like  it  would  be  intense.  1 
would  have  equated  it  with  heroine. 
But  now  it  doesn't  seem  that  big  of  a 
deal."  Seeing  the  drugs'  effects  on  her 
friends,  "it  didn't  seem  that  extreme." 
The  student  found  that  coke  made 
her  more  energetic  and  talkative. 
"It's  a  party  drug." 

Although  cocaine  has  been  a 
largely  positive  experience  for  her, 
the  student  expressed  a  concern 
that  she  could  see  a  tendency  for  it  to 
become  addictive.  A  few  people  were 
perhaps  using  it  too  much.  "Some 
I'm  worried  about.  They  do  it  all  the 
time  and  then  they  lie  about  it."  She 
has  seen  the  results  in  others  to  be 
mixed.  "Nobody's  jumped  off  a  roof, 
although  some  people's  marks  have 


dropped."  Personally,  cocaine  has 
also  given  her  an  ache  in  the  jaw  the 
next  day  from  grinding  her  teeth  to- 
gether. "You  feel  shitty  the  next  day. 
It  also  has  a  really  yucky  taste,"  she 
admitted,  describing  the  unpleasant 
way  that  the  drug  drips  down  into  the 
mouth  after  snorting. 

Above  all,  it  seems  baffling  that  a 
substance  that  one  equates  with  the 
affluence  of  the  1980s  is  making  its 
way  into  the  lives  of  a  student  popu- 
lation that  is  supposedly  hard  up  for 
cash.  "1  can't  explain  it,"  she  com- 
mented, but  added  that  the  people 
she  knows  who  use  it  on  a  regular 
basis  are  quite  wealthy. 

Cocaine  could  continue  to  appeal 
to  student  consumers  or  it  may  fade 
away  with  the  eighties  revival.  Doc- 
tor Adlaf  says  that,  as  was  the  case 
with  ecstasy,  the  key  to  reducing 
cocaine  use  may  be  simply  paying 
attention  to  it.  "We've  gone  through 
it  already  with  cocaine. .  .these  things 
are  cyclical"  he  said.  "There  will 
never  be  a  time  when  we  are  com- 
pletely drug  free.  There  will  always 
be  something." 


Along  with  partying,  students  often 
use  cocaine  to  help  them  pull 
all-nighters.  Here's  some  study 
tips  you  don 't  need  to  snort,  many 
using  the  other  Coke  (the  cola) 
Q:  What  do  you  do  to  stay  awake 
when  studying? 

"I  mix  coffee  and  Coke,  it  works 
well.  It  tastes  bad,  but  it  works." 
James  Dixon,  3"'  Year  Bioethics 
"I'm  not  a  big  coffee  drinker.  1 
drink  hot  chocolate  and  put  cof- 
fee in  it." 

Nadia  Rajakariar,  V  Year  Arts 


and  Science 

"1  listen  to  talk  radio,  like  people 
ranting  about  the  Leafs." 
Brenda  Sambathkumar,  3"' 
Year  Political  Science 
"1  get  a  lot  of  coffee.. .1  turn  all  the 
lights  on  to  make  it  really  bright 
and  I  put  on  punk  music  so  I  stay 
awake." 

Christina  Mines,  2"''  Year  His- 
tory Major 

"Not  fall  asleep.  1  have  a  problem 
falling  asleep.  1  used  to  work  the 
night  shift  at  a  hotel.  Or  I  keep  the 
window  open  when  it's  cold." 


Isaac  Filate,  3^''  Year  Bioethics 

"1  drink  a  lot  of  coke  and  tea  and 
1  leave  my  curtain  open  so  in  the 
morning  it  forces  me  to  get  up. ..If 
you  drink  a  lot  of  coke  you  get 
caffeine  withdrawal  and  that's 
really  fun.  I  also  jump  around  my 
room,  it  gets  your  energy  up,  it's 
kind  of  like  exercise." 
Anonymous  3''''  Year  Psychology 
Major 

"Look  at  porn." 
Anonymous  U  of  T  student 

-BRONWYNKIENAPPLE 
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200  year  old  uni 

The  sea  urchin  (also  known  in  sushi 
restaurants  as  uni)  may  be  able  to 
live  to  be  200  years  old.  Previous  re- 
search has  suggested  that  the  spiny 
sea  creatures  can  live  to  be  about  55. 
A  new  study  confirms  this,  and  goes 
further  to  suggest  that  they  can  live  to 
be  centuries  old.  Studies  on  the  aging 
of  the  animal  began  in  the  1980s  when 
sea  urchin  populations  off  the  coast  of 
California  plummeted  due  to  the  wave 
of  sushi  restaurants  that  were  appear- 
ing there.  It  takes  an  urchin  about  sev- 
en years  to  grow  big  enough  (about 
nine  centimeters  in  diameter)  to  be 
harvested  for  their  eggs.  The  largest 
urchin  ever  found  was  19  centimeters 
in  length,  which  would  take  200  years 
of  growth  according  to  scientists. 
-ZOE  CORMIER 
Source:  Science 


Scientists  spoiling 
mysteries  of  love 

New  research  shows  that  the  rush  of 
new  love  is  biologically  different  from 
mature  love.  Scientists  examined 
the  brains  of  college  students  in  new 
and  long  term  relationships  using 
imaging  scanners.  Brain  activity  in 
long-term  lovers  corresponded  to 
emotional  areas  of  the  brain,  whereas 
new  lovers  brains'  lit  up  in  the  areas 
associated  with  reward  and  motiva- 
tion. Researchers  therefore  presume 
that  what  we  experience  in  the  first 
throes  of  love  is  not  so  much  an  emo- 
tional feeling  as  a  drive  or  motivation. 
They  also  determined  that  the  same 
areas  of  the  brain  in  men  and  women 
get  activated  when  we  orgasm.  They 
achieved  this  by  scanning  the  brains 
of  subjects  while  their  partners 
"manually  provided  the  necessary 
stimulation." 
-Z.C. 

Source:  Science 


Face  off 

Although  it  hcis  never  been  done, 
scientists  think  we  may  one  day  be 
able  to  perform  face  transplants.  A 
face  transplant  on  a  dog,  performed 
at  Columbia  in  2002,  failed  when  the 
dog  died  six  days  later  when  its  body 
rejected  the  new  face.  But  studies  in 
rats  have  been  relatively  successful. 
A  similar  operation  in  India  was  suc- 
cessful when  an  11  year  old  girl  had 
her  face  torn  off  after  her  hair  caught 
in  a  piece  of  farm  machinery  and  doc- 
tors managed  to  graft  her  face  back 
on.  People  with  severe  burns  or  facial 
cancer  have  been  hoping  for  this  pro- 
cedure for  several  years. 
-Z.C. 

Source:  New  Scientist 


The  woes  of  a  broken  penis 


by  W.GIFFORD- JONES.  M.D. 

I  admit  a  doctor  shouldn't  laugh  about 
medical  problems.  But  you'll  under- 
stand why  1  couldn't  stop  chuckling 
when  I  ran  across  this  malady.  And  1 
hope  this  column  may  prevent  some- 
one from  becoming  victim  number  68. 
Besides,  it's  time  women  had  a  chance 
to  laugh  about  men. 

When  the  patient  was  admitted  to 
the  hospital  emergency  department  at 
1:00  A.M.  he  was  in  obvious  distress. 
But  examining  doctors  were  puzzled 
and  unable  to  make  an  immediate 
diagnosis. 

The  patient  was  pale,  nervous 
and  agitated.  His  skin  was  cold  and 
clammy.  Assuming  he  was  in  shock, 
physicians  quickly  made  a  thorough 
examination  for  blood  loss.  They 
were  shocked  at  what  they  found.  The 
man's  penis  was  markedly  swollen, 
measuring  seven  inches  in  diameter. 
The  patient  was  transferred  to  the  op- 
erating room  for  removal  of  a  massive 
blood  clot. 

But  the  $64.00  question  was  how 
the  injury  occurred?  The  man  was 
reluctant  to  explain,  but  eventually 
revealed  the  bizarre  circumstances. 
He  had  been  masturbating  vigorously 
when  he  heard  a  sudden  snap  followed 
by  intense  pain  and  swelling  of  his 
penis. 

The  diagnosis?  A  fractured  penis. 
And  this  patient  had  the  distinction 
of  being  the  67th  such  case  to  be  re- 
ported in  world  medical  journals.  How 
did  the  other  67  cases  occur?  The  cir- 
cumstances surrounding  these  were 
the  cause  of  my  laughter. 

Making  love  can  certainly  be  haz- 
ardous to  your  health.  For  instance, 
one  Romeo  was  enjoying  intercourse 
in  a  vertical  position.  He  must  have 
been  quite  a  lover  because  his  partner 
suddenly  fainted.  Her  precipitous  fall 
fractured  his  penis.  The  moral?  Lie 
down  to  make  love. 

One  would  think  that  guarding 
sheep  in  a  pasture  would  be  an  ex- 
tremely safe  job.  But  it  is  mandatory 
you  keep  your  mind  on  your  work.  Dr. 
Ashraf,  a  urologist  at  Penderfields 
General  Hospital  in  Wakefield,  Eng- 
land, reported  several  cases  of  the 
fractured  male  organ  syndrome  in 


the  1978  Journal  of  Urology.  One  of  his 
patients  was  an  18  year  old  shepherd. 
Apparently  the  young  man  was  sitting 
in  a  tree  watching  his  sheep.  But  he  fell 
asleep  and  alas,  his  mind  wandered 
from  sheep  to  women.  He  developed 
an  erection,  fell  out  of  the  tree  and 
landed  on  a  wooden  bar.  He  too  suf- 
fered a  fractured  penis. 

A  26  year  old  man's  honeymoon 
came  to  an  abrupt  and  traumatic  end. 
He  became  so  overwhelmed  with  pas- 
sion during  sex  that  his  penis  slipped, 
striking  his  brides  hard  pubic  bone. 
Both  parties  heard  a  sudden  clicking 
sound  and  stared  in  utter  amazement 
at  the  bent  penis.  The  man  was  so 
embarrassed  he  refused  to  go  to  hos- 
pital. Six  weeks  later  he  returned  to 
his  physician  with  a  still  slightly  bent 
penis.  Another  newlywed  fractured 
his  organ  while  rolling  over  in  bed  dur- 
ing erection. 

Dr.  T.L.  Arnold  reported  several 
other  cases  in  the  1977  Journal  of  Urol- 
ogy. He  concluded  that  such  traumatic 
injury  occurs  only  when  the  penis  is 
erect.  The  most  common  cause  was  a 
direct  blow  to  the  penis  or  the  bend- 
ing of  it. 

Some  males  suffered  this  discomfit- 
ing malady  because  they  didn't  have  a 


flashlight.  They  bumped  into  a  chair  or 
bed  during  the  night.  Others  had  been 
kicked  during  a  fight.  And  one  man's 
penis  had  been  broken  during  the  at- 
tack of  an  animal. 

Some  scenario's  require  a  vivid 
imagination.  For  example,  one  Casa- 
nova was  romancing  his  partner  in 
a  moving  car.  But  during  intercourse 
the  car  made  a  sudden  stop.  He  was 
thrown  against  the  dashboard  and  an- 
other bent  penis  resulted.  In  another 
instance,  the  erect  penis  struck  the 
saddle  knob  of  a  motorcycle.  Still  an- 
other slammed  his  penis  in  a  car  door. 
That  certainly  takes  considerable  skill 
and  planning. 

How  is  the  penis  fractured?  The  tis- 
sues of  the  male  organ  are  surrounded 
by  a  tough  fibrous  sheath  called  the  tu- 
nica albuginea.  This  becomes  thinner 
during  an  erection.  A  sudden  strain  or 
blow  can  tear  it,  causing  the  snapping 
sound. 

Treatment  depends  on  the  severity 
of  the  injury.  The  majority  of  patients 
require  pressure  dressings,  ice  packs 
and  anti-inflammatory  drugs  to  de- 
crease swelling.  A  catheter  is  frequent- 
ly needed  to  enable  the  patient  to  void. 
And  some  urologists  have  used  tongue 
depressors  as  a  form  of  splint.  Need- 
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less  to  say  tranquilizers  are  usually  re- 
quired to  calm  the  patient  and  to  avoid 
further  erections  for  several  days! 

World  medical  literature  indicates 
that  patients  can  normally  resume  in- 
tercourse in  about  eight  weeks.  It  pro- 
vides no  further  advice.  But  I'm  sure 
these  Don  Juan's  resumed  sex  with 
a  great  deal  of  caution.  I'm  equally 
certain  that  the  shepherd  now  sleeps 
with  at  least  one  eye  open.  And  great 
lovers  should  be  prepared  to  catch  the 
fair  damsel  who  faints  during  upright 
sex.  To  all  males!  Roll  over  in  bed  very, 
very  carefully  during  an  erection! 


Dr.  W.  Gifford-Jones  is  a  syndicated 
medical  columnist  and  gynecologist. 


Hospital  patients  in  isolation  recieve 
inferior  care,  says  study 


by  PATTY  BAKALOPOULOS  

A  new  study  reveals  that  patients 
kept  in  isolation  receive  inferior  care. 
When  compared  to  patients  in  nor- 
mal wards,  they  were  twice  as  likely 
to  experience  preventable  adverse 
outcomes. 

"Patient  isolation  procedures  are 
indispensable  to  dealing  with  com- 
mutable  disorders,"  says  Professor 
Donald  Redelmeier  of  U  of  T's  Depart- 
ment of  Medicine.  He  conducted  the 
study  alongside  Dr.  Henry  Thomas 
Stelfox  and  Professor  David  Bates  of 
Harvard  University. 

The  study  dealt  with  patients  who 
contracted  pneumonia,  wound  infec- 
tions and  heart  problems.  Four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  adult  patients  were  ex- 
amined at  Sunnybrook  and  Women's 
College  Health  Sciences  Center  in 
Toronto  and  at  Brigham  and  Women's 
Hospital  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 


The  study  was  published  in  the 
October  8  issue  of  the  Journal  of  the 
American  Medical  Association. 

The  care  of  isolated  patients  was 
compared  with  that  of  regular  patients 
who  had  similar  health  conditions. 

Isolated  patients  were  not  given 
their  medication  or  food  on  time. 
Their  call  buttons  were  not  respond- 
ed to  promptly.  They  experienced 
specific  complications  such  as  falls 
and  bedsores. 

Dr.  Stelfox  speculates  that  two  as- 
pects contributed  to  the  disregard  of 
the  patients.  "Out  of  sight  means  out 
of  mind,"  says  Dr.  Stelfox,  "and  the 
impediment  to  see  them." 

"Human  beings  tend  to  take  the 
path  of  least  resistance,"  reflects  Pro- 
fessor Redelmeier. 

Due  to  the  effort  and  time  involved 
for  health  care  workers  required  to 
dress  in  protective  equipment,  "isola- 
tion puts  barriers  between  patients 


and  health  care  workers,"  says  Dr. 
Stelfox. 

A  situation  that  illustrates  the  dif- 
ficulties hospitals  face  in  caring  for 
isolated  patients  is  when  an  isolated 
patient  needs  a  CT  scan.  Health  care 
workers  accompanying  the  patient 
must  put  on  gowns  and  gloves.  The 
CT  scan  room  workers  also  need  to 
wear  protective  gear.  After  the  pro- 
cedure, the  entire  CT  scanning  room 
needs  to  be  disinfected.  "A  huge  ad- 
ditional effort  is  required,"  comments 
Dr.  Stelfox. 

Fortunately,  simple  solutions  can  be 
implemented  to  increase  the  quality 
of  living  for  isolated  patients.  Profes- 
sor Redelmeier  suggests  free  phones 
and  TV's  be  provided  in  all  isolation 
rooms,  resulting  in  improved  compli- 
ance and  reduced  boredom. 

Additional  coverage  is  also  crucial. 
Hospitals  should  employ  a  registered 
nurse  whose  sole  duty  is  to  make 


rounds  on  isolated  patients.  "Now," 
compares  Dr.  Stelfox,  "multiple  nurses 
in  multiple  wards  are  dealing  with 
them." 

Dr.  Stelfox  believes  more  research 
is  needed.  "Patient  isolation  is  im- 
portant, no  question  about  it,"  he 
remarks. 

The  SARS  epidemic  that  hit  Toronto 
confirms  the  importance  of  isolating 
patients.  "Patient  isolation  was  the 
single  most  important  technique  for 
dealing  with  the  SARS  epidemic," 
comments  Professor  Redelmeier. 
"Medication  was  not  helpful." 

Nonetheless,  the  results  of  this 
recent  study  are  already  having  an 
impact  on  the  care  of  current  isolated 
patients.  "In  my  hospital,"  remarks 
Redelmeier,  "we  have  instituted  new 
policies."  Dedicated  nurse  practitio- 
ners are  provided  for  the  patients. 
"Other  hospitals  should  follow,"  ad- 
vises Redelmeier. 
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Classical  compendium 

The  Varsity  spotlights  classical  music  on  campus  and  off 


Hungary  for  chamber  music? 
Amici  delivers 


byDAVINRAIHA 


Last  Friday,  the  Amici  ctiamber  mu- 
sic ensemble  gave  a  concert  withi  of 
Hungarian  folk  music  at  the  famous 
Glenn  Gould  Studio  at  the  CBC. 
Formed  in  1985  by  three  talented 
musicians  (Joaquin  Valdepenas,  Da- 
vid Hetherington,  and  Patricia  Parr), 
the  ensemble  has  won  Juno  Awards, 
and  received  effusive  praise  from  the 
press,  such  as  the  Globe  and  Mail, 
which  declared,  "the  Amici  ensemble 
has  become  one  of  the  most  reliable 
and  amiable  purveyors  of  chamber 
music  in  town."  Their  goals  are  to 
explore,  discover,  and  perform  the 
vast  repertoire  of  chamber  music, 
and  the  group  performs  widely  and 
has  recorded  six  CDs. 

And  so  with  much  to  be  expected 
of  them  in  concert,  they  delivered 
with  their  performance  of  Hungarian 
music.  The  programme  for  the  night 
included  works  by  Bela  Bartok  and 
Johannes  Brahms.  Bartok  was  a  20'" 
century  Hungarian  composer  who  is 
quite  famous  for  collecting  Eastern 
European  folk  songs.  Brahms,  who 
wasn't  Hungarian  at  all,  was  a  roman- 


tic composer  quite  moved,  late  in  his 
life,  by  Hungarian  Gypsy  themes. 

The  first  concert  pieces  were  a  set 
of  Hungarian  Folk  Melodies  by  Bar- 
tok performed  by  violinist  Scott  St. 
John  and  cellist  David  Hetherington. 
Both  performers  played  the  light  folk 
melodies  with  emotional  vigor  and 
strength.  Following  them,  Ida  Kava- 
fian  (violin),  and  Patricia  Parr  (piano) 
played  the  technically  challenging 
Bartok  Violin  Sonata  No  2.  The  So- 
nata is  quite  original,  and  demands 
innovative  playing,  which  both  per- 
formers exhibited.  The  last  piece  of 
the  night  was  the  famous  Brahms 
Clarinet  Quintet.  This  was  played  by 
all  the  Amici  performers;  Joaquin 
Valdepenas,  Ida  Kavafian,  Scott  St. 
John,  David  Hetherington,  and  Max 
Mandel.  And  like  all  the  other  pieces, 
this  was  played  with  emotional  and 
dynamic  bravery. 

Bravery  is  the  most  distinctive 
feature  of  this  ensemble.  The  group  is 
certainly  willing  to  pour  their  hearts 
out  to  be  original  in  their  interpreta- 
tions, even  if  it  means  sacrificing  a 
few  technical  aspects  of  the  piece. 
This  kind  of  perspective  on  perfor- 


mance is  found  in  only  a  few  music 
groups  these  days. 

What's  more,  the  group  has  a  U 
of  T  connection — violinist  Scott  St. 
John  was  appointed  last  spring  as 
assistant  professor  of  violin  and  viola 
at  the  Faculty  of  Music,  as  well  as  the 
coordinator  of  the  chamber  music  se- 
ries. He  has  been  successful  in  lead- 
ing both  teaching  and  performance 
careers,  communicating  through  the 
classroom  and  his  violin  the  passion 
and  expression  of  music. 

The  ensemble  is  committed  to 
students,  with  special  ticket  prices — 
their  subscription  rate  of  $25/season 
is  a  steal  compared  to  any  other  clas- 
sical music  group  in  the  city.  Their 
per-concert  rate  of  $10  is  also  quite 
low,  matching  the  price  of  the  TSO's 
tsoundcheck  concerts. 

The  spirit  of  Hungary  was  delivered 
last  Friday  to  an  excited  audience  at 
the  Glenn  Gould.  Hungarian  music, 
known  for  its  vitality  and  spirit,  was 
showcased  suitably  by  an  ensemble 
reflecting  those  values.  Amici  bids 
farewell  to  Hungary  for  the  season, 
and  prepares  for  their  January  con- 
cert of  French  music. 


Campus  Cosi  a  comic  delight 


byDAVIN  RAIHA 


For  those  who  understand  Italian, 
the  term  "Opera  Buffa"  refers  to 
the  Italian  variety  of  comic  opera, 
the  specialty  of  many  composers, 
including  the  master,  Wolfgang  Ama- 
deus  Mozart. 

Last  week  the  Opera  division  of 
U  of  T's  Faculty  of  Music  presented 
three  performances  of  Mozart's  Cosi 
Fan  Tutte.  This  opera  truly  embodies 
the  spirit  of  18th-century  musical 
comedy.  When  this  opera  was  first 
performed  in  Vienna  in  1790,  the 
general  plot  was  already  established 
(sort  of  like  any  soap  opera  these 
days) — it  contains  the  usual  oper- 
atic gimmicks:  the  use  of  masks  and 
disguises  to  conceal  identities,  and 
brash  and  unpredictable  wagers. 

The  opera  begins  with  two  of- 
ficers (Ferrando,  Guglielmo)  hap- 
pily in  love  with  their  sweethearts 
(Dorabella,  Fiordiligi).  A  clever  man 
named  Don  Alfonso  bets  both  men 
that  their  women  are  as  fickle  as  oth- 
ers, and  always  willing  to  cheat.  This 
Is  where  the  title  comes  in — Cosi  Fan 
Tutte,  which  means,  "they  all  do  it". 
The  plot  thickens  as  both  Ferrando 
and  Guglielmo  disguise  themselves 
and  seduce  each  other's  girlfriend. 
A  hilarious  charade  follows  with 
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fake  machines,  fickle  romances,  and 
finally  marriage  (as  in  any  classical 
comedy).  The  men  lose  the  wager  to 
Don  Alfonso,  and  continue  life  having 
learned  a  lesson.  This  opera  is  meant 
to  be  funny  more  than  anything, 
which  is  fine  since  Mozart  wrote 
many  silly  pieces  such  as  this. 

The  Faculty  of  Music's  production 
was  appropriately  light-hearted. 
The  props,  which  were  diligently 
employed,  and  the  highlight  of  the 
night,  when  Guglielmo  grabbed  the 
maid  Despina's  ass  when  he  was 
supposed  to  be  unconscious,  all 
drew  continual  applause  and  laugh- 
ter from  the  delighted  audience. 
Interesting  lighting  also  provided 


quality  atmosphere.  The  costumes 
were  thematic,  always  reflecting  the 
personality  and  disposition  of  each 
character. 

The  singers/actors  had  definite 
strengths  and  weaknesses.  There 
were  strong  performances  by  both 
Allison  Bent  and  Joni  Henson.  Bent 
had  to  carry  the  role  of  Despina,  the 
dynamic  maid  who  changes  her  iden- 
tity numerous  times  in  the  opera. 
She  handled  each  transition  with 
remarkable  alterations  in  her  acting 
and  even  her  singing  voice.  She  man- 
aged to  alter  her  persona  enough  to 
differentiate  each  of  her  character's 
identities,  and  still  preserve  the  ba- 
sic personality  of  her  character. 

Henson's  performance  was  also 
quite  memorable,  performing  many 
of  the  opera's  most  difficult  arias 
with  control  and  strength.  Her  in- 
terpretation also  gave  great  life  to 
her  role,  making  her  deserving  of  the 
thundering  applause  she  received  at 
the  end  of  the  performance.  These 
two  singers  balanced  out  some  of 
the  weaker  players  in  the  opera, 
who  struggled  to  keep  up  with  their 
performances. 

Overall,  the  Faculty  of  Music 
showed  some  great  promise  in  its 
production,  and  certainly  lived  up  to 
the  Opera  Buffa  genre  with  its  won- 
derful sense  of  Mozartean  humour. 


CORRECTION: 

In  last  Issue's  feature  on  Job:  The  Hip-Hop  Saga,  the  number  to  call  for  tickets  was  incor- 
rect. The  correct  number  is  (416)  531  -1827. 
MORE  JOB  NEWS: 

Please  note  also  that  the  guys  from  JOB  are  coming  to  campus!  They  will  be  giving  a 
workshop  at  the  Graduate  Centre  for  Drama,  214  College  St.  at  3:30  pm  on  December  4. 


Jazzing  up 
November 


byDAVINRAIHA 


Ah,  November:  the  lead-up  to 
winter.  Remembrance  Day,  post- 
midterm  hangovers — all  these 
thoughts  come  to  mind  thinking 
of  this  cruel  month.  U  of  T's  Jazz 
program  has  come  up  with  a  way 
for  students  to  beat  those  Novem- 
ber blues.  Coming  up  on  November 
26  &  28,  all  of  the  Faculty's  Jazz  en- 
sembles (from  intimate  combos,  to 
larger  orchestras)  will  be  perform- 
ing at  Walter  Hall  at  the  Faculty  of 
Music. 

The  Jazz  program  is  a  dynamic 
body  of  students  and  teachers  that 
are  blending  idioms  and  rhythms. 
The  group  has  spawned  13  small 
ensembles,  two  jazz  orchestras, 
and  a  vocal  ensemble,  creating 
a  formidable  array  of  talent  and 
variety. 

Every  ensemble  has  a  body  of  ex- 
perienced faculty  guiding  them — 
the  student-teacher  ratio  of  the 
program  is  very  low.  Performance 
is  a  focus  for  the  department, 
which  is  sensitive  to  providing 
the  students  with  opportunities 
for  high-quality  expression  and 
presentation.  Other  studies  in  Jazz 
include  theory,  arranging  and  or- 
chestration, and  composition. 

The  upcoming  concerts  are  an 
exhibition  of  the  variety  of  sounds 
coming  out  of  the  department. 
There  is  no  set  program  for  the 
night — the  ensembles  will  play  rep- 
ertoire that  works  with  the  given 
time.  There  will  be  considerably 


more  performer-audience  engage- 
ment, which  is  a  key  point  of  these 
concerts — the  student  performers 
hope  to  bring  their  music  to  their 
peers  on  campus,  from  jazz  aficio- 
nados to  total  newbies  alike. 

Directors  Terry  Promane,  Paul 
Read,  and  Suba  Sankaran  plan  to 
talk  about  the  various  pieces  of  mu- 
sic being  played,  since  the  program 
will  be  improvised.  Characteristic 
of  the  genre,  improvisation  will  be 
at  the  fore,  as  many  soloists  will  be 
featured  from  among  the  various 
performers.  In  any  case,  the  audi- 
ence can  expect  a  broad  range  of 
pieces,  from  popular  jazz  to  more 
modern  20th-century  styles. 

Jazz  lovers  at  or  near  U  of  T  may 
have  also  heard  these  students 
play  at  one  time  or  another,  as  they 
often  perform  at  Hart  House  and 
popular  Queen  West  jazz  haunt  the 
Rex.  But  showcasing  what  they've 
learned  in  their  program  right 
here  on  campus  is  exciting  for  the 
performers — these  concerts  are 
traditionally  a  mam  feature  of  the 
Jazz  program,  and  this  year  is  no 
exception,  with  all  the  Jazz  stu- 
dents feverishly  preparing  (as  best 
they  can  for  the  off-the-cuff  show) 
for  the  event. 

The  jazz  orchestras  perform 
November  26,  and  on  November  28 
the  small  ensembles  and  the  jazz 
choir  are  featured.  Both  concerts 
are  at  Walter  Hall  (80  Queen's  Park) 
at  8  p.m.  Tickets  ($7  for  students) 
are  available  at  the  Faculty  of  Mu- 
sic box  office. 
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Medical  music 


by  EMILY  LEESON 


This  Saturday  (Nov.  22),  a  very 
special  initiative  will  take  centre 
stage  at  U  of  T.  The  Medical  So- 
ciety (the  student  council  of  the 
Faculty  of  Medicine)  and  the  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto  International 
Health  Program  will  jointly 
present  Earth  Tones,  a  benefit 
concert  that  supports  programs 
and  initiatives  aiding  destitute 
children  around  the  world. 

Showcasing  the  world-class 
talents  of  students,  professors, 
residents  and  alumni  of  the 
Faculty  of  Medicine,  the  project 
harmoniously  brings  together 
musicians  and  organizers  from 
a  wealth  of  disciplines,  including 
Medicine,  Radiation  Sciences, 
Occupational  Therapy,  Physi- 
cal Therapy,  Speech-Language 
Pathology,  Dentistry,  Nursing, 
Pharmacy,  and  all  other  gradu- 
ate programs  in  the  health  care 
fields. 

llun  Yang,  the  Co-Chair  of 
Earth  Tones  and  a  second-year 
med  student,  describes  the  show 
as  a  mosaic  of  musical  talent  that 
includes  almost  every  genre  pos- 
sible. "We  have  large  bands,  jazz 
bands,  American  rock  and  roll, 
we  have  reggae  bands,  we  have 
bluegrass,"  he  says.  We  also  have 
smaller  ensembles,  duets  and 
classical  music,  violin  and  piano 


combinations...  there's  some- 
thing for  everyone."  Yang  himself 
will  be  accompanying  a  classical 
violinist  on  piano.  The  event  will 
include  16  different  acts,  ranging 
from  the  med  student  jazz  quar- 
tet Billy's  Bounce  to  Dean  Naylor, 
who  will  accompany  the  med  stu- 
dent band  Orbital  Groove. 

DJ  Cook,  the  trumpeter  of 
Billy's  Bounce,  has  worked  with 
the  Earth  Tones  show  in  previ- 
ous years  and  looks  to  it  as  an 
opportunity  "to  appreciate  the 
talent  that  is  involved  in  the 
medical  school  at  U  of  T  and  to 
show  what  people  are  doing  out- 
side their  academic  pathways, 
while  benefiting  charities  related 
to  international  health."  Billy's 
Bounce,  a  band  of  med  students 
formed  four  years  ago,  has  been 
preparing  specifically  for  Earth 
Tones  for  the  last  six  weeks. 

The  organizers  of  Earth  Tones 
have  collaborated  with  the  U  of  T 
International  Health  Program  in 
an  attempt  to  create  a  long  term 
and  successful  relationship  with 
international  health  initiatives 
that  will  best  benefit  from  their 
support.  This  year  the  focus  of 
funds  collected  by  Earth  Tones 
will  be  a  HlV/AlDS  village  in 
rural  Cambodia  as  well  as  The 
Mingha  Project  in  Cameroon, 
which  UTIHP  Co-Director  Nisha 
Thampi  describes  as  a  "place 


where  children  who  have  lost 
their  parents  to  AIDS  or  other  ill- 
nesses will  have  an  opportunity 
to  grow  and  develop  and  social- 
ize with  other  young  people." 
Thampi  also  emphasizes  that 
UTIHP  is  "not  only  contributing 
to  them  [rural  Cambodia]  with 
this  event  but  we're  also  partner- 
ing with  them  on  different  levels 
of  health  initiatives." 

Coordinator  of  Student  Affairs 
and  founder  of  Earth  Tones  Di- 
ana Alii  stresses  the  fact  that 
"every  dollar  in  a  developing 
country  counts  and  so  every 
penny  that  we  give  out  will  help 
make  the  difference  there." 

And  the  body  of  volunteers 
affiliated  with  Earth  Tones  has 
been  working  day  and  night  to 
put  together  the  elaborate  con- 
cert and  raise  every  cent  pos- 
sible. Creating  everything  from 
posters  and  Web  sites  to  acting 
as  their  own  ticket  agent,  the 
volunteers  for  Earth  Tones  have 
been  diligently  preparing  for  the 
last  six  months,  proving,  as  Alii 
notes,  "if  you  have  students  on 
your  side,  you  can  move  moun- 
tains." 

The  third  annual  Earth  Tones 
concert  happens  this  Saturday 
(Nov.  22)  at  6:30  p.m.  at  Convoca- 
tion Hall.  Tickets  are  $15  advance 
(call  416-978-2764),  $20  at  the 
door 


Trumpeter  performs  at  last  year's  Earth  Tones  concert 
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Blues  bring  blood,  sweat,  and  tears 

Men's  waterpolo  will  fight  to  defend provincial  title  at  home 


byAMARAGOSSIN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


As  this  weekend's  hosts  of  the 
Ontario  University  Athletics  (OUA) 
men's  waterpolo  championships, 
the  Varsity  Blues  will  be  looking  to 
defend  last  year's  title.  While  last 
year's  stacked  team  effortlessly 
swept  the  finals,  this  year's  Blues 
are  a  very  different  team  and  are  in 
for  a  very  different  challenge. 

Of  the  seven  players  named  OUA 
first-team  all  stars  last  year,  three 
were  from  the  Varsity  Blues.  None 
of  the  three  have  returned  to  play  on 
this  year's  squad.  In  fact,  the  team 
virtually  lost  all  of  last  year's  start- 
ing line  up. 

"It's  been  a  challenge  to  work  with 
this  team,"  says  coach  Som  Self  of 
this  year's  waterpolo  roster.  Despite 
it  being  a  younger  and  less  experi- 
enced team,  Self  does  stress  that 
"the  team  has  developed  very  well 
over  the  season.  We've  achieved 
our  goal  of  improving  from  game 
to  game." 

Where  last  year's  team  went 
undefeated,  this  year's  has  a  notice- 
ably weaker  record.  Ranked  third 
in  the  province  behind  Western 
and  Queen's,  the  Blues  go  into  this 
weekend's  championship  as  one  of 
the  underdogs,  with  a  5-3-2  record. 

The  Queen's  Golden  Gaels  are 
this  year's  favourite,  heading  into 
the  weekend  with  a  9-1  record.  Al- 
though the  Golden  Gaels  have  an 


impressive  record,  many  of  those 
wins  were  the  results  of  extremely 
close  and  high-scoring  games.  The 
other  three  teams  in  the  champi- 
onships, Toronto,  Western  (6-3-1), 
and  McMaster  (5-4-1)  are  all  closely 
matched. 

Though  not  as  strong  as  in  2002, 
the  Blues  do  have  a  shot  at  recaptur- 
ing the  championship  title.  They  are 
the  one  team  that  beat  first-ranked 
Queen's  in  the  regular  season,  and 
they  are  coming  directly  off  a  tied 
game  with  Western. 

While  the  loss  of  veteran  players 
like  all-star  Marco  Fernandez  has 
hurt  the  Blues,  most  of  the  pain  is  al- 
leviated by  the  remarkable  success 
of  many  of  the  team's  rookie  players. 
The  team's  top  two  goal  scorers, 
Jake  Pottier  and  Paul  Sullivan,  are 
both  rookies. 

This  year,  "there's  no  superstar," 
says  Self,  "no  one  person  to  watch. 
There's  five  or  six  players  that  other 
teams  are  always  looking  out  for." 
The  coach  is  counting  on  this  added 
depth  to  see  the  Blues  through  the 
weekend.  "You'll  see  us  in  the  finals," 
says  Self. 

With  very  little  distinguishing  the 
teams  in  the  regular  season,  the 
home  turf  and  championship  title 
to  defend  may  just  give  the  Blues  the 
motivational  edge  that  they'll  need 
to  recapture  the  gold. 

The  Blues  take  on  Western  in  the  semi- 
finals Saturday,  Nov.  22  in  the  AC. 


ANDREW  CANALE 

The  men's  waterpolo  team  faces  Western  at  home  on  Saturday  in 
the  provincial  semi-finals.  Last  year's  defending  champs,  the  team 
has  recovered  from  the  loss  of  star  veterans  through  teamworlc 
and  grit. 


Playing  the  corporate  game 

Athletics  gets  backing  and  bucks  from  big  companies 


by  IAN  HA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  presence  of  corporate  market- 
ing on  campus  is  most  visible  at  the 
Athletic  Centre.  Vending  machines 
line  its  concrete  corridors,  their 
neon  glow  advertising  Pepsi  and  Dr. 
Pepper.  And  upstairs,  beside  the  run- 
ning track,  the  familiar  Tim  Morton's 
signature  displays  prominently 
above  advertisements  for  women's 
hockey. 

Some  student  may  lament  such 
developments  as  just  more  corpo- 
ratization,  but  for  university  admin- 
istrators they're  economic  life  rafts. 
With  budget  cuts  continuing  to  slash 
and  burn  funds  that  keep  programs 
afloat,  the  Faculty  of  Physical  Educa- 
tion and  Health  (FPEH)  has  had  to 
find  creative  ways  to  fill  the  gap— 
and  one  way  is  through  corporate 
sponsorship. 

"Where  we  get  crunched  on  is  the 
fact  that  salaries  and  cost  of  living 
goes  up  higher  than  the  increase  we 
get  from  funding,"  explained  Jennifer 
Jones,  FPEH  director  of  communica- 
tions. "This  incongruency  is  getting 
larger  and  larger." 

Jones  is  responsible  for  finding  the 
.$150,000  the  faculty  budgets  each 
year  in  sponsorship  money.  She  does 
so  by  offering  promotional  space  to 
companies  like  Kellog's  and  Wilson 
in  exchange  for  products  and  cash. 

Realizing  the  potential  in  sponsor- 
ship dollars,  the  faculty  has  become 
professionally  savvy  in  its  approach. 


hiring  people  like  Jones  to  stream- 
line the  operation.  "They  under- 
stand the  needs  of  the  supplier,"  said 
Locust  national  sales  manager  Stean 
Elgaard.  Locust  supplies  balls  and 
apparel  to  the  women's  and  men's 
soccer  teams.  "I  think  the  school 
system,  universities  especially,  have 
good  people  who  understand  busi- 
ness and  generate  better  proposals." 

And  it's  paying  off.  After  a  year 
and  a  half  of  negotiations,  the  faculty 
last  summer  inked  an  exclusive  five- 
year  contract  with  Pepsi  Corp.  Coke 
ended  a  22-year  relationship  with 
the  school  in  Dec,  2001.  Converse 
has  also  come  on  board,  fitting  the 
men's  and  women's  basketball  teams 
with  stylish  new  white  sneakers, 
aptly  named  the  "Respect." 


CQURTESYOF CONVERSE  CANADA 

The  "Respect" — the  new  shoe 
of  U  of  T's  baslcetball  teams. 


The  faculty  isn't  alone  in  securing 
such  contracts.  Coaches,  too,  are 
being  asked  to  make  connections. 
"We're  being  asked  in  different  ways 
to  help  out,  in  terms  of  making  con- 
tact," said  Ken  Olynyk,  former  head 
coach  of  the  men's  basketball  team. 

Olynyk,  who  coached  for  12  years 
with  the  Blues  before  leaving  this 
past  October,  has  seen  the  business 
side  of  running  his  program  increase 
over  the  years.  "It's  become  part  of 
the  job.  In  the  past  it  wasn't." 

But  it  goes  much  beyond  exchang- 
ing handshakes  and  returning  phone 
calls.  Each  team  must  find  funds 
to  meet  their  budget.  Along  with 
government  cutbacks  in  the  middle 
of  the  1990's,  came  cuts  in  travel,  ex- 
hibition play,  and  accommodation. 
Recently  the  faculty  has  eliminated 
meal  money  from  team  budgets. 

To  assuage  their  hunger,  the  varsi- 
ty soccer  team  set  up  shop  last  week 
in  the  AC  lobby  selling  raffle  tickets 
to  fund  their  program.  Not  long  be- 
fore that,  the  Thundersquad — the 
women's  varsity  dance  squad — sold 
Revlon  eyeliners  and  lipstick  to  pass- 
ing students. 

For  coaches  like  Michele  Belanger, 
head  of  the  women's  basketball 
team,  procuring  sponsorships  is 
diverting  energy  away  from  their 
real  job:  coaching.  "1  don't  know  a 
lot  of  coaches  who  like  to  [go  get 
sponsorships].  We  do  it  to  survive, 
to  provide  the  best  program  to  our 
student-athletes.  The  Converse  deal 
is  as  far  as  1  want  to  go." 


Belanger  wants  the  faculty  to 
consolidate  its  efforts  rather  than  let 
each  coach  search  independently, 
as  they  do  now.  She'd  ideally  like 
the  FPEH  to  land  large  contracts 
with  big-name  companies  like  Nike 
or  Converse  to  transform  U  of  T 
into  a  "Nike  school"  or  a  "Converse 
school." 

Although  unlikely  to  veer  that  far, 
Jones  does  say  the  faculty  is  looking 
to  set  up  a  handful  of  key  sponsor- 
ships to  secure  its  future.  But  until 
then,  the  fight  for  corporate  dollars 
is  fierce. 

The  reason  for  the  stiff  competi- 
tion, explains  U  of  T  alum  and  Brooks 
Canada  president  Mike  Dyon,  is  that 
companies  are  sometimes  wary  of 
backing  university  teams.  There 
are  small  fan  bases  and  a  lack  of 
mass  media  exposure,  like  televised 
games,  in  Canada — something  that 
American  colleges  have  in  abun- 
dance. Brooks  Canada  is  another 
FPEH  sponsor  and  supporter. 

Taking  a  chapter  from  the  Ameri- 
can book,  and  fitting  it  into  U  of  T's 
ambition  to  compete  internationally, 
the  faculty  is  looking  to  package  its 
sports  "brand"  in  a  more  noticeable 
way.  It  recently  put  together  a  brand- 
ing manual  setting  rules  on  the  kinds 
of  U  of  T  logos  it  hopes  to  market. 

"That  gives  us  a  stronger  sense  of 
a  brand  out  there,"  said  Jones.  "The 
T  and  the  leaf  is  very  much  Toronto 
and  Canadian  and  it  allows  us  to 
compete  internationally,  potentially 
down  the  road." 


Vanier  Cup 
warm  up 


by  MARK  ILCZYSZYN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


St.Mary's  and  Laval  are  preparing  to 
fight  it  out  in  the  38'^  edition  of  the 
Vanier  Cup 

The  38"'  edition  of  the  Vanier  Cup 
has  some  familiar  faces  in  it,  as  the 
St.  Mary's  Huskies  prepare  to  face 
the  Laval  Rouge  et  Or  this  Saturday, 
Nov.  22.  The  meeting  is  a  rematch  of 
the  1999  Vanier  Cup  in  which  Laval 
won  14-10. 

For  the  Huskies,  coming  to  the 
championship  is  no  big  deal.  This 
will  be  their  third  Vanier  appearance 
in  four  years,  not  to  mention  that 
they  are  back-to-back  defending 
champions. 

St.  Mary's  is  one  win  away  from  ac- 
complishing what  no  team  has  ever 
done  in  Canadian  Interuniversity 
Sport  (CIS)  history — to  win  three 
consecutive  championships.  Last 
November,  the  Huskies  became  only 
the  third  team  in  history  to  repeat  as 
CIS  champions. 

Key  for  St.  Mary's  will  be  the  play 
of  quarterback  Steve  Panella  and 
linebacker  Joe  Bonaventura.  Both 
are  veterans  who  will  be  counted 
upon  to  provide  senior  leadership 
for  this  very  young  team. 

Laval  returns  to  the  Vanier  Cup 
for  the  second  time  in  the  school's 
history.  Laval  has  an  impressive 
veteran  squad  that  led  the  country 
in  both  scoring  (481  points)  and  de- 
fense (86  points). 

Quarterback  Mathieu  Bertrand 
will  once  again  lead  the  Rouge  et 
Or  offense.  Bertrand  established 
a  new  CIS  record  with  a  178.11  QB 
efficiency.  He  also  passed  for  2,395 
yards  and  17  TD  passes. 

Overall,  Laval  presents  a  well-bal- 
anced offence,  with  their  running 
game  equally  effective  as  their  pass- 
ing game. 

This  was  supposed  to  be  a  rebuild- 
ing year  for  St.  Mary's,  so  head  coach 
Blake  Nill  is  just  "happy  to  be  in  the 
big  game."  He  also  added  that  with 
11  starters  graduating,  "it  leaves  the 
door  open  for  the  young  kids  to  play 
and  to  continue  to  build  the  founda- 
tion year-in  and  year-out." 

Laval  head  coach  Glenn  Constan- 
tin  was  excited  to  be  in  the  Vanier 
Cup  once  again,  adding  "that  we  have 
great  maturity  on  this  team,  and  not 
enough  can  be  said  about  the  play  of 
quarterback  Mathieu  Bertrand." 

The  38"-  Vanier  Cup  will  be  the 
second  time  this  season  Laval  and 
St.  Mary's  will  play.  In  that  meeting, 
Laval  crushed  St.  Mary's  49-8,  giving 
the  Huskies  their  only  loss  of  the 
season. 

Come  play  for  our  team 
write  for  sports 
sports@thevarsity.ca 


sport$@thevarsity.ca 


Sports 


No  jerseys  for  U  of  T  fans 


Sports  Commentary 


byMARKILCZYSZYN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Last  Christmas  I  wanted  to  buy  my 
cousin  a  U  of  T  hockey  jersey,  just 
like  the  ones  the  men's  hockey  team 
wears.  A  good  idea,  I  thought,  until  I 
encountered  one  major  problem:  U  of 
T  doesn't  sell  anything  of  the  kind. 

I  couldn't  undertand  why  U  of  T 
wouldn't  sell  jerseys,  t-shirts,  and 
sweatshirts  of  their  sporting  teams.  It 
didn't  make  any  sense — NCAA  schools 
have  been  doing  it  for  years,  and  mak- 
ing lots  of  money  in  the  process  for 
their  athletic  programs.  And  maybe 
I'm  only  speaking  for  myself,  but  I'd 
be  far  more  inclined  to  buy  a  U  of  T 
football  t-shirt  than ^st  a  plain  old  U 
of  T  shirt. 

I  wanted  to  know  more  about  why 
U  of  T  was  not  merchandising  apparel 
for  its  athletic  programs,  so  I  spoke 
with  Jennifer  L.  Jones,  director  of  com- 
munications at  the  U  of  T's  Faculty  of 
Phys  Ed. 

The  biggest  problem  behind  the 
lack  of  a  U  of  T  brand  up  to  this  point. 


explained  Jones,  was  that  "U  of  T  did 
not  have  one  logo  for  all  the  varsity 
teams... there  were  17  million  differ- 
ent logos,  and  there  was  no  cohesive- 
ness." 

After  extensive  designing,  a  new,  uni- 
form "T"  logo  has  been  created  for  all 
U  of  T  teams.  The  "T"  now  has  true  co- 
lours— meaning  an  exact  shade  of  blue 
and  red — as  well  as  a  standard  leaf.  It 
is  now  used  by  all  team  uniforms  and 
jerseys  at  the  university. 

I  figured  that  now,  with  the  "T"  estab- 
lished, the  school  could  start  selling 
team  merchandise.  But  apparently  this 
process  doesn't  happen  overnight.  For 
its  athletic  teams,  the  university  deals 
with  ten  different  vendors  who  supply 
the  teams  with  their  uniforms.  There 
is  still  some  co-ordination  to  be  done, 
but  plans  are  in  the  works  to  sell  foot- 
ball, hockey,  and  basketball  jerseys  at 
the  U  of  T  bookstore  soon. 

Right  now,  the  school  is  actively 
trying  to  figure  out  how  all  of  the 
pieces  fit.  Jones  told  me  that  "there 
is  no  timetable  for  the  release  of  the 
products,  but  the  key  is  to  make  the 


GAVIN  BRAUER 

The  new  and  improved  "T,"  pictured  above,  will  be  the  official  logo 
on  the  university's  yet-to-be  released  athletics  merchandise.  Plans 
to  sell  football,  hockey,  and  basketball  jerseys  are  in  the  works. 


prices  reasonable  for  the  students  to 
purchase." 

The  U  of  T  bookstore  has  exclusive 
rights  to  sell  the  Varsity  sports  mer- 
chandise. But  the  school  would  like 
to  have  merchandising  kiosks  at  the 
various  sporting  events.  The  revenue 
made  from  the  selling  of  the  merchan- 
dise would  go  back  into  the  varsity  ath- 
letic programs,  and  the  money  would 


be  divided  equally  amongst  all  of  the 
teams. 

It  seems  as  though  U  of  T  may  finally 
be  getting  it  right.  It  only  makes  sense 
to  sell  Varsity  team  merchandise — it 
would  give  teams  added  revenue  and 
advertising,  which  could  only  help 
them  in  the  long  run.  And  maybe  this 
year  I  can  buy  my  cousin  the  U  of  T 
hockey  jersey  he's  been  hankering  for. 


Thursday,  November  20, 2003  15 


SPORTS  BRIEF 


TRY  CUP  HEATS  UP 

The  U  of  T  women's  hockey  team 
prevailed  over  their  Toronto-Ry- 
erson-York  (TRY)  Cup  rivals,  York 
University,  in  a  grudge  match  on 
Sunday  evening  at  Varsity  Arena. 
With  seven  games  played  and  a 
5-2  record,  U  of  T  sits  in  the  sec- 
ond place  spot  of  the  inner-city 
rivalry.  U  of  T  remains  two  points 
behind  the  leading  York  Lions 
(6-2),  but  comfortably  ahead  of 
the  Ryerson  Rams  who  remain  in 
last  place  at  0-7.  U  of  T  will  be  in 
hot  pursuit  for  the  remaining  four 
points  before  the  TRY  cup  sched- 
ule breaks  for  the  holiday  season. 
The  TRY  Cup  games  resume  in 
the  new  year  with  U  of  T  men's 
hockey  team  hosting  Ryerson  on 
Jan.  10.  Thursday,  Nov.  20,  both 
Varsity  Blues  volleyball  teams 
visit  the  York  Lions  to  see  if  they 
can  capture  more  points  for  TRY 
cup  standings.  The  annual  TRY 
cup,  consisting  of  the  three  GTA 
universities  Toronto,  Ryerson  and 
York,  is  a  season-long  competition 
that  includes  six  sports  and  24  dif- 
ferent teams.  The  team  with  the 
most  victories  in  TRY  competition 
claim  the  championship  and  GTA 
bragging  rights.-JYLL  MALBEUF 


Send  US  your  digital  photos 
We'll  return  them  to  you  beautifully  mounted 
for  $25  (+  taxes) 
Free  delivery  anywhere  in  Canada 


WWW.LAMIN-8.CA 


Picture  Perfect  Lamination 


Click  through  our  website  to  see  how  easy  it  is  to  send  us 
your  photos.  We  will  plaquemount  tfiem  (sized  to  8"x10") 
and  return  them  free. 


Sony  Ericsson  T300 

>  FREE  Digital 
Camera 

>  Up  to  33%  off  your 
monthly  bill 

-H-  NO  contract 

■■-'i-  NO  maii-in  rebate 


ALL  for 


$ 


50 


jj^    (Regsjia,-  price  of  phone, 
$250.  Digital  Camera 
value.  $195.  Total  value 
of  offer, 


Only  at  the  Student  Phone  Store 

Available  with  all  FIDO  monthly  plans. 


Classifieds 


"sfT.s  and  cendilKjrvs  apply. 


STUDENT 
PHONE 

STORE 


To  get  this  offer  go  to  www.StudentPhoneStore.com, 
your  nearest  Travel  CUTS  stiop,  or  call  1.866.287.1835 

You  can  also  check  out  our  other  exclusive  student  otters  fronn 

Fido.  Bell  Mobility,  or  Rogers  AT&T 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808  -  GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED! 

Make  extra  money  while  helping  others 
by  becoming  a  Xytex  Sperm  Donor.  Ages 
18-38.  Call  416-924-3021  today! 

CHRISTMAS  GIFT  WRAPPERS 

Creative  individuals,  locations-Down- 
town Toronto,  North  York,  Richmond 
Hill,  Thornhill,  Mississauga.  Managers 
to  $9.75/hour  -h  bonuses.  Wrappers  to 
$7.75/hour  Full/Part  time,  December 
1-24. 416-533-9727 

SELF-MOTIVATED  STUDENTS 

To  place  posters  up  around  U  of  T,  Intl. 
students  are  wellcome,  good  pay  rate  & 
bonuses.  Details:  416-280-6113. 


COMFORTABLE  BACHELOR  APARTMENT 

Across  from  U  of  T  St.  George.  Quiet, 
non-smoking,  $600.  December  1.  Call 
Mark  416-944-0805. 

REHEARSAL  SPACE 

Central,  fully  equipped  rooms,  great 
gear,  cool  space.  Dave  416-465-8748; 
416-731-5497 


MONTREAL@NEW  YEARS 

Downtown  Hotel  and  Bus.  Dec.  30-Jan 
1.  From  $139/Quad.  Hotel  from  $69. 
Book  now  and  SAVE!!  Guaranteed 
Lowest  Price.  Book  Friends  GO  FREE!! 
www.Rooms2Party.com  Thames  Travel 
(Todd)  1-800-962-8262 

PARKING 

Excellent  spaces,  Spadina  and  Willcocks, 
opposite  New  College  and  Earth  Sciences, 
personalized  signs  showing  spaces 
reserved  24  hours,  $75  a  month,  call  Mark 
416-944-0805. 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compunow.  416/539-9443. 

heI^ 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  ,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  -i-. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  1  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 

PUBLIC  SPEAKING 

Increase  confidence,  credibility,  cha- 
risma. Practice  skills:  best  body  language, 
dynamic  voice,  professional  language 
and  more.  Complimentary  book.  Patricia, 
motivational  speaker  416-763-2540. 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies,  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessav@bellnet.ca 


DEPRESSED?  -  FIND  CARE 

SEAR  series  of  layman's  guide  books-tips, 
traps,  teaching  tales,  reviews,  250  refer- 
ences for  restoring  mental  health.  Special 
offers,  www.searpubl.ca 


TUTOR  FOR  ESSAY  WRITERS 

Certified  teacher  [M.A.],  Get  the  help 
you  need!  Humanities  and  ESLstudents. 
For  appointment  call  416-503-2010  or  e- 
mail  glenn7777@idirect.com 

MATHEMATICS  TUTORING 

Calculus,  Linear  Algebra  etc.  -  private 
tutoring,  $16  for  one  and  a  half  hours, 
Marvin  Hersh,  416-534-3736.  (Have  and 
A  in  Math  157Y,  was  a  Math  TA,  am  very 

patient).  

GET  TOP  MARKS 
Tutor,  35  years'  experience,  special- 
izing in  MATH  133,  135,  136,  235;  CHM 
138,  139,  247;  ECO  220;  STA  220;  PHYS 
110.  Past  tests  and  exams  available  for 
practice,  (416)  785-8898. 


ESSAY  HELP  -  RESEARCH  &  WRITING 

All  subjects,  including  Humanities, 
Business,  Philosophy  and  more...  Also: 
GRADUATE  SCHOOL  APPLICATIONS  for 
M.B.A.,  Law  School,  Teaching  degree... 
Call  416-753-8377. 

PINKLIZZARD  ESSAYS 

Professional  essay  editing  and  writing 
for  ALL  subjects.  M.Sc  Science  Com- 
munications, offering  expert  help  with 
SCIENCE  lab  reports.  Improve  grades! 
E-mail:  pinklizard@o2.ie  416-319-6755 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  "Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 
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Sony  CD  Walkman  powered  by 


X 


YOUR 


\ 


MUS  C  LIBRARY 


™GO!!! 


Yes,  you  CAN  take  your  music  library  wherever  you  go  and  it  won't  weigh  you 
down.  With  Sony's  new  ATRAC3plus  CD  Walkman  player,  you  can  carry  490  songs 
on  1  CD.  This  new  compression  format  lets  you  store  more  songs  with  better 
quality  to  brighten  up  your  marathon  commute  or  a  long,  long  walk  in  the  park. 


490  SONGS  ON  1  CD 


Carrying  around  your  CD  collection  can  be  a  drag  --  literally.  With  SonicStage 
software,  you  can  easily  burn  490  songs,  at  48kbps,  onto  a  CD.  And,  those 
aren't  2  minute  songs,  those  are  4-minute  songs.  Compressed  in  ATRAC3plus 
format,  you  can  take  your  music  library  anywhere  you  go. 


HIGH  QUALITY  SOUND 


A  lot  of  music  compression  lets  you  store  more  music  but  it  all  sounds  bad. 
Sony's  ATRACSplus  compression  actually  bumps  up  the  quality  of  MPS  songs 
and  lets  you  equalize  them  so  you  don't  get  varying  volume  levels  that  can 
pierce  your  eardrums. 

SOFTWARE  INCLUDED 

SonicStage  Simple  Burner™  software  comes  with  every  ATRACSplus  CD 
Walkman  player  It  converts  your  MPS  downloads  easily  and  quickly  on  your  PC 
—  you  won't  need  to  learn  a  whole  new  technology  to  do  it.  Plus,  you  can  leave 
your  CD  open  ended  so  you  can  add  songs  later 


o 


...AND  MP3S  TOO! 


Your  Sony  ATRACSplus  CD  Walkman  player  is  even  friendly  with  the  MPS  CDs 
you  burned  to  play  on  your  PC.  So,  you  can  play  ATRACSplus  or  MPS  encoded 
CDs  and,  with  some  players,  the  radio  as  well! 


EASY  ID  ON  THE  LCD 


All  ATRACSplus  CD  Walkman  players  have  IDS  tagging  that  lets  you 
see  which  folders  and  songs  you  are  playing  on  the  LCD  display.  Most 
even  have  a  jog  dial  that  makes  scrolling  through  titles  even  easier 


THE  ULTIMATE 

IN  SOUND 
QUALITY  AND 
SLIM  DESIGN 
•  D-NE1 , 
$249.99* 


TUNE  IN  TO 
AM/FM 
OR  CD  ON 
THE  GO 
D-NF611, 
$179.99* 


Available  at  an  authorized  Sony  dealer,  Visit  www.sonystyle.ca/cdwalkman  for  nnore  details 
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Palestinian  conference  killed  by 
Student  Affairs  at  last  minute 


''Basis  of  unity 
questioned 


by  LESLEY  TRITES 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Al-Awda  U  of  T,  the  Palestinian 
Right  to  Return  Coalition,  is  pro- 
testing what  they  are  calling  the 
university's  "blatant  trampling  on 
students'  right  to  organize." 

Al-Awda  had  booked  space  at 
OISE  for  the  Toronto  Palestinian 
Solidarity  Conference,  which  was  to 
take  place  last  Saturday  and  Sunday. 
On  Friday,  organizers  received  a  call 
from  Student  Affairs  saying  their 
booking  had  been  cancelled. 

The  conference  had  a  six-point 
political  basis  of  unity  which  confer- 
ence participants  must  support  in 
order  to  attend.  The  administration 
brought  up  two  points  they  spe- 
cifically objected  to:  unconditional 
support  for  the  Palestinian  right  of 
return  and  the  principle  that  a  two 
state  solution  is  not  a  viable  option 
for  the  Palestinian  people. 

According  to  Susan  Bloch-Nevitte 
of  the  department  of  Public  Affairs, 
the  conference's  basis  for  unity  was 
exclusionary  and  therefore  the 
university  delivered  an  ultimatum: 
either  abandon  the  basis  for  unity 
or  abandon  the  booking. 

Conference  organizers  felt  this 
basis  of  unity  would  ensure  a  safe 
space,  and  were  unwilling  to  com- 
promise. They  felt  that  wielding  to 


AIDAES-SAID 

Members  of  the  Arab  Students'  Collective  inarch  earlier  this  month.  A  conference  on  Palestinian  solidarity  was  cancelled  this  weekend 
when  U  of  T's  Student  Affairs  removed  the  group's  room  booking  at  OISE. 


the  university's  demands  would  set 
"a  horrible  precedent  for  all  other 
student  groups,  because  the  univer- 
sity would  be  able  to  dictate  the  con- 
ditions under  which  [groups  could] 
organize,"  said  Hazem  Jamjoum, 
U  of  T  Al-Awda  and  Arab  Students 
Collective  member. 


Mughir  Hindi,  Canadian  Chair 
of  Al-Awda,  emphasized  that  no 
students  had  objected  to  the  confer- 
ence and  that  Student  Affairs  was 
succumbing  to  off-campus  pres- 
sure. "Just  drop  the  agenda,  and  no 
one  will  bother  you,"  he  wished  to 
say  to  Student  Affairs.  He  noted  that 


the  university  has  refused  to  pro- 
vide them  with  anything  in  writing. 

One  of  the  major  off-campus 
groups  opposed  to  the  conference 
was  B'Nai  Brith  Canada,  who,  in  a 
press  release,  accused  the  group 
of  "endorsing  all  forms  of  violence 
including  terrorism." 


Organizers  and  would-be  par- 
ticipants gathered  outside  OISE  at 
noon  on  Saturday,  as  speakers  from 
various  organizations  stepped  onto 
the  soapbox. 

"The  basis  for  which  they  banned 

See  PULLED  on  page  4 


Trial  for  Queen's  Park 
Five  could  have  deep 
consequences 


by  GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  court  case  currently  winding  its 
way  through  the  justice  system 
could  affect  how  people  are  allowed 
to  protest  at  Queen's  Park,  and  stu- 
dents need  to  pay  attention,  says 
Matthew  Behrens,  a  representative 
for  Toronto  Action  for  Social  Change 
(TASC). 

"1  think  what's  at  stake  is  the  heart 
of  democracy,  the  right  to  protest," 
said  Behrens  on  Sunday.  "Students 
are  often  at  U  of  T  to  protest  and 
security  comes  up  and  tells  them 
to  leave.  I  think  people  need  to  be 
confident  of  their  rights." 

Behrens  is  one  of  the  five  activists 


who  were  arrested  on  Oct.  1, 1998  for 
throwing  fake  blood  on  the  outside 
walls  of  the  provincial  legislature  to 
protest  cuts  to  welfare  and  battered 
women's  shelters.  Behrens  and  four 
other  protesters — mandy  hiscocks 
(sic),  Don  Johnson,  Sandra  Lang, 
and  Father  Robert  Holmes — were  in- 
definitely banned  from  the  property 
of  the  legislature  by  then  Speaker  of 
the  House  Chris  Stockwell. 

The  five  were  acquitted  of  defying 
that  ban  in  January  2001,  but  the 
judge  did  not  strike  down  the  ban 
itself,  which  still  stands.  The  crown, 
appealing  that  ruling  now,  argued  in 
court  last  week  that  parliamentary 

See  TRl  I A  on  page  3 


Laval  robs  Huskies  of  third  Vanier 


byMARKILCZYSZYN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


With  17,828  in  attendance  at  the  Sky- 
Dome  on  Saturday,  Nov.  22,  the  Saint 
Mary's  and  Laval  university  foot- 
abll  teams  almost  scored  the  least 
amount  of  points  ever  in  a  Vanier 
Cup  game. 

Going  into  the  39"'  Vanier  Cup,  the 
national  university  football  champi- 
onship, the  heavily  favoured  Laval 
Rouge  et  Or  were  expected  to  crush 
the  defending  champs,  Saint  Mary's. 
But  this  certainly  wasn't  the  case  on 
Saturday  as  Laval  narrowly  came  out 
with  a  14-7  victory  over  the  Huskies. 
This  is  Laval's  second  Vanier  title. 

Saint  Mary's  was  looking  to  defend 
their  title  as  the  best  university 
football  team  in  the  country  for  an 
unprecedented  third  time.  But  their 
quest  for  the  Cup  was  not  meant  to 

.  See  VAA/h'R  on  page  II 


SIMON  TURNBULL 

Jeronimo  Huerta  Flores,  a  Laval  University  running  back  cries 
tears  of  joy  with  his  teamates  after  playing  a  winning  Vanier  Cup 
match  against  two-time  defending  champions  St.  Mary's  University. 
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Monday,  November  24 

Amateur  Radio  Club  General  Meeting-  5:30pm  in  the  South  Dining  Room. 
Lit  &  Lib  Book  Club  Meeting  -  Discussion  Trainspotting"  by  Irvine  Welsh, 

followed  by  movie.  7pm  in  North  Dining  Room.  All  welcome. 

Wednesday,  November  26 

Midday  Mosaics  -  1 2  noon  in  the  Music  Room.  Light  refreshments.  All  welcome. 
WRITuals:  The  Literary  Cafe-  Open  stage.  8:30pm  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Free. 
No  cover.  All  welcome. 

Thursday,  November  27 

Film  Board  Open  Screening  -  7pm  in  the  Music  Room. 

Open  Stage  -  with  host,  Phllomene  Hoffman,  9pm  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Free. 

No  cover. 

Friday,  November  28 

Camera  Club  Silver  Gelatin  Workshop  -  Three-day  workshop  (Nov.  28,  29  8. 30). 
Members  sign  up  at  the  Hall  Porter's  Desk.  S80. 

Chess  Club  Open  Play  -  Join  the  Hart  House  Chess  Club  for  open  play  from  4  - 
10  pm  every  Friday,  The  Reading  Room. 

Jazz  at  Oscar's  -  Onoscatopoeia,  The  Hart  House  Jazz  Choir,  9pm  in  the  Arbor 
Room,  Free,  Licensed.  No  cover.  All  welcome. 

Saturday,  November  29 

Lit  &  Lib  Writing  Workshop  -  Lynn  Fraser.  Editor's  Association.  1  -4pm  in  the 
Debates  Room.  Open  to  all  members. 

Symphonic  Band  Concert-  8pm  in  the  Great  Hall.  Free.  All  welcome. 

Sunday,  November  30 

Algonquin  Square  Table  -  1pm  in  the  Committees'  Room.  All  welcome. 
Chorus  Concert  -  3pm  in  the  Great  Hall.  Free.  All  welco.me. 
Drama  Society  ImWes  you  to  participate  in  a  play  reading  followed  by  a  discussion 
of  Shakespeare's  festive  comedy,  "Twelfth  Night",  at  6:30pm  in  the  South  Dining 
Room.  All  welcome.  Texts  provided.  Refreshments.  Contact  416.929.3929  or 
albert.masters@utoronto.ca  if  you  would  like  to  read  a  specific  role. 

UPCOMING 

Dinner  Series  -  Dec.  3  -  Claudia  Hepburn,  "Educational  Choices  for  Ontario", 
Jan,  14  '  Christopher  Moore,  "Confederation  Politics";  Feb.  1 1  -  The  Honourable 
Flora  MacDonald,  "Peace  Through  Negotiation",  Mar.  11-  Brock  Fenton,  "Bats 
and  the  Environment".  Series  packages  available  at  the  Membership  Services 
Office  41 6.978,4732.  Single  tickets:  Alumni  members/guests  $45,  U  of  T 
students  S25, 

Singers  Concert  -  "Wishes  of  Peace,  Comfort,  and  Joy",  Sun.  Dec.  7  at  3pm  in 
the  Great  Hall.  Vivaldi,  Bach,  Srul  Irving  Giick,  some  traditional  African  choral 
works,  and  much  more.  Free.  Non-perishable  food  donation  welcome  for  the  food 
bank. 

2nd  Annual  UofT  Christmas  Carol -VM.  Dec.  10,  featuring  Russeli  Braner, 
Guy  Gavriel  Kay  and  Kevin  Sylvester,  7:30pm  in  the  Great  Hall.  Tickets  now  on 
sale  $20  ($15/students)  at  Hart  House  Theatre  Box  Office  416.978.8668.  All  pro- 
ceeds to  the  UofT  Food  &  Clothing  Bank. 

Lt&Lib  Contests  -  22nd  Annual  Literary  Contest  -  Deadline,  midnight,  Jan. 
16,  2004,  Pnzes  $200,  $150,  $100;  The  Hart  House  Review  -  Deadline,  mid- 
night, Jan,  16,  2004;  2004  Poetry  Prize  -  Deadline,  midnight,  Feb.  6,  2004. 
Prizes  $200,  $150.  $100.  Entry  forms  available  online.  Submissions  must  be 
made  separately. 

Bridge  Club  is  looking  for  a  Tournament  Coordinator  for  their  Executive 
Com.mittee.  Contact  Jeff  Richardson  416.946.7323  or  jeff.richardson@uturonto.ca 


ART  416.978.8398 

The  Justina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery  -  Vera  Frenkel:  The  Institute ' 
Do  for  Love",  a  multidisciplinary  installation.  Nov.  18-Dec.  18. 
The  Arbor  Room  -  Paintings  by  Samuel  Chow.  Runs  to  Dec.  20. 


Or,  What  We 


HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  Office:  416.978.8668 

vW'W.harthousetheatre.ca 
John  Mighlon's  Governor  General's  Literary  award  winning  Possible  Worlds,  pro- 
duced by  the  Hart  House  Drama  Society.  Tickets:  $1 5/$1 2  students  &  seniors. 
Jan  14-24  (Weekl :  Wed-Sat  8pm;  Week2:  Wed-Sat  8pm  &  Sat  2pm)  Part  of  Hart 
House  Theatre's  2003-2004  Season. 

Groups  of  10+  save  BIG  at  Hart  House  Theatre.  Save  up  to  20%  off  tickets  when 
purchasing  v/ith  a  group  of  10  or  more.  PLUS  -  groups  of  10  or  more  qualify  for 
bonus  sa'/ings  on  local  restaurants  and  businesses!  Visit  wwvw.harthousetheatre.ca 
for  more  information. 


Election  study:  undecided 
voters  believe  the  hype 

Shows  media  has  large  ejfect  on  voting  results 


byBRONWYNKIENAPPLE 

VARSITY  STAFF 

No  media  coverage  for  your  par- 
ty? No  chance.  That's  just  one  of 
the  findings  of  the  2000  Canadian 
Election  Study  (CES),  conducted 
in  part  by  one  of  U  of  T's  own  po- 
litical scientists,  Neil  Nevitte. 

Interviews  with  voters  and 
analysis  of  news  coverage  re- 
vealed that  media  reports  have 
a  deep  impact  upon  the  ability 
of  parties  to  attract  votes.  "Par- 
ties need  media  coverage,"  said 
Nevitte.  "It  helps  to  persuade 
those  who  start  out  undecided." 

With  50  per  cent  of  voters 
found  to  be  undecided  before 
the  campaign,  media  attention 
becomes  all  the  more  crucial. 
This,  according  to  Nevitte,  is 
what  has  tripped  up  contenders 
such  as  the  NDP.  "The  amount  of 
coverage  is  quite  uneven,"  said 
Nevitte.  "The  two  major  parties 
get  most  of  the  show... [and] 
you  have  to  get  media  attention 
for  the  party  to  get  the  message 
out." 

The  report,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  the  recent  issue  of 
Electoral  Studies,  also  examined 
why  voters  even  decide  to  cast 
their  ballots  at  all.  Results  show 
that  Canadians  identify  less  and 
less  with  any  particular  political 
party.  Only  about  50  per  cent 
currently  profess  political  align- 
ment. 

Lack  of  allegiance  may  be  one 
reason  why  Canadians  are  de- 


KAR*  DILLON 

A  new  study  shows  the  influence  of  the  media  on  election  results. 


dining  to  show  up  at  the  polls. 
Feelings  of  powerlessness  and 
lack  of  interest  are  two  other 
possible  reasons  Nevitte  cites 


for  low  voter  turnout. 
Whatever  the  reason,  youth 

Continued  on  next  page 


INVEST  IN  A  GREEN  FUTURE 

Find  out  about  our 
16-month  graduate  degree  program — 


MASTER  OF  FOREST  CONSERVATION  (M.F.C.) 

The  Faculty  of  Forestry 
University  of  Toronto 
wtfl  liost  an  open  information  session  on 

Wednesday,  November  26,  2003 

at  3:00  p.m.  '  " 

in  Room  1016M,  Earth  Sciences  Centre 

33  Willcocks  Street 
(south-west  comer  of  Willcocks  and  Huron  Streets) 
ToroMo  ON 


Email:  gradprog@forestry.utoronto.ca 


http:Wvwww.forestty.utoronto.ca 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


ESL  Teacher  Training  Courses 

■  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

■  Classroom  Man^ement  Techniques 

■  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

■  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

■  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

■  ]ob  Guarantee  Included 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240/  1-800-269-6719 


www.oxfordseminars.comj 


"Because  Practice  Without  Approach  is  Hazardous." 

For  a  legal  problem  you  want  a  lawyer. 
For  an  LSAT  book  you  want  the  finest  author. 
For  an  LSAT  PREP  Course  you  want  the  finest  teacher. 
Only  prep.com  offers  all  three! 

This  spring  and  summer  John  Richardson,  BA.,  LLB,  J.D.  author  of 
Mastering  the  LSAT  and  Law  School  Bound  will  for  the  23"* 
consecutive  year  PERSONALLY  teach  his  LIVE  program  on  the  U  of  T 
campus.  The  Mastering  The  LSAT  program  begins  May  8  and  May  15. 
Weekend  Prep  for  Feb  starts  Jan,  17  and  23. 


To  suscribe  to  the  Law  School  Bound 
email  newsletter,  email:  lawnews@prep.com 


HOT  YOGA 

BIkram  Yoga  Method 


720  Spadina  Ave. 
Suite  306 

^  416-961-9530 

Classes  Daily 

www.hotyoga.ca 


$OA  INTRODUCTORY 
iCxM  WEEK  SPECIAL 


Hart  House  University  of  Torontoij 
7  Hart  House  Circle,  Toronto  MSS  3H3,  Ontario^ 


Phone:4 1 6.978.2452 


www-harthouse.utoronto.ca 
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are  the  main  perpetrators.  "De- 
clining voter  turnout  since  1993 
is  almost  entirely  attributable 
to  the  increase  in  non-voting 
among  young  people  (24  and 
under),  said  Nevitte.  "We  don't 
know  why." 

Decrease  in  turnout  isn't  the 
fault  of  university  students, 
though.  In  fact,  those  with  a 
university  education  are  three 
times  more  likely  to  cast  a  vote 
than  their  less  educated  coun- 
terparts. According  to  Nevitte, 
youth  without   a  post-second- 


ary degree  were  the  cause  of 
the  greatest  concern  among  his 
co-investigators.  Individuals  in 
this  bracket  typically  had  little 
concern  for  political  matters 
and  only  infrequently  discussed 
them. 

This  discovery  has  left  the  CES 
researchers  puzzled.  Studies 
show  that  increasing  numbers  of 
youth  are  receiving  post-second- 
ary education.  Interest  in  poli- 
tics has  also  stayed  fairly  steady 
across  the  board.  Yet  the  under- 
24  age  group  is  still  dragging 
down  the  turnout  percentage. 
That,  says  Nevitte,  will  be  a  ques- 


tion for  investigation  in  a  survey 
of  the  next  federal  election. 

The  study  was  a  joint  venture 
between  professors  at  Universite 
de  Montreal,  McGill  and  U  of  T. 
More  than  3,500  Canadians  were 
interviewed  during  the  2000  fed- 
eral election.  A  post-election  fol- 
low-up was  conducted  through 
interviews  and  mail-back  ques- 
tionnaires. Amount  and  tone  of 
media  coverage  as  well  as  the 
impact  of  leader's  debates  were 
also  examined.  The  study  was 
funded  by  Elections  Canada  and 
the  Social  Sciences  and  Humani- 
ties Research  Council  of  Canada. 


TRIAL>y^  Continued  from  page  I 

privilege  allowed  speaker  Stockwell 
to  ban  the  five.  Last  Monday,  the 
crown  called  Claude  Leo  Desrosiers, 
clerk  of  the  legislative  assembly,  to 
testify. 

"Parliamentary  privilege  are  those 
rules  that  permit  the  assembly  to 
conduct  its  business,"  said  Desro- 
siers. "Any  attempt  to  block  access 
of  a  member  to  the  legislature,  to  his 
office,  to  the  house. .  .that  would  be  a 
very  serious  blockage  of  parliamen- 
tary privilege." 

Desrosiers  spoke  about  the  at- 
tempt to  strike  a  balance  between 
allowing  citizens  to  protest  and  en- 
suring the  safety  of  people  working 
at  the  legislature. 

"There  have  been  instances  where 


Correction 

In  the  Nov.  17  issue,  an  ad 
for  a  talk  by  Irshad  Manji 
indicated  that  the  talk  was 
sponsored  by  SAC.  This  was 
incorrect:  SAC  did  not  sponsor 
the  event. 


demonstrations  have  prevented 
members  from  gaining  access  to  the 
building,"  he  said.  "It's  a  tricky  bal- 
ance...It  is  the  speaker's  responsibil- 
ity to  protect  these  people. 

"If  the  speaker  permits  these  ac- 
tions [vandalism  or  trespassing] 
then  escalation  happens.  The  temp- 
tation is  there  to  deface  the  building. 
The  temptation  is  there  to  go  beyond 
normal  demonstrations." 

One  strange  aspect  of  the  case 
may  hinge  on  who,  if  anyone,  actu- 
ally owns  the  legislature  and  its 
grounds.  Desrosiers  was  unaware 
of  the  actual  ownership,  noting  "it 
was  once  owned  by  U  of  T,  but  I 
haven't  seen  the  actual  document  of 


ownership."  Much  of  the  testimony 
centred  on  details  about  what  ex- 
actly the  boundaries  of  the  Queen's 
Park  property  are,  and  the  chain  of 
command  in  the  legislative  security 
service. 

The  crown  concluded  its  case  on 
Tuesday,  while  the  defence  contin- 
ued its  case  to  the  end  of  the  week. 
The  appeal  will  conclude  in  March. 

Knowing  the  case  is  at  the  five- 
year  mark  already,  Behrens  seems 
bemused. 

"It  seems  bizarre  for  such  a  small 
case,"  he  said,  adding  that  he  is  re- 
maining confident  about  the  case.  "I 
think  we're  making  the  points  that 
need  to  be  made." 
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INVESTING  IN  OUR  CULTURAL  HERITAGE 


Tuesday,  Nov  25*''  and 
Wednesday,  Nov  26*** 

Venue:  New  College,  William  Doo  Auditorium 
(New  Building  at  SE  corner  of  Spadina  and  Wilcox) 
Time:  5  pnn  to  8  pm  both  days 

!!!FREE  FOOD  &  CULTURAL  SHOWS!!! 

Featuring  the  following  Campus  Cultural  Clubs: 


Tuesday  November  25th: 

Afghan  Students '  Association 
Armenian  Students'  Association 
Croatian  Students'  Association 
Chinese  Engineering  Stttdents'  Association 
Organization  for  Latin  American  Students 
Iranian  Students'  Association 
Transitional  Year  Programme  Students 


Wednesday  November  26th: 

Black  Students'  Association 

Chinese  Undergraduate  Association  at  UofT 

Cyprus  Students '  Association 

Turkish  Students'  Association 

South  Asian  Alliance 

Filipino  Students'  Association 


Sponsored  by:  The  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science  and  Vice-Provost  Students. 
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320  Bloor  Street  West, 
Toronto,  ON. 
Tei:  {41 6)960-3888 

Mon,  24  Nov  2003 

BENJAMIN  BRITTEN: 
A  CELEBRATION 

Lecture  by  Colin  Graham 
'Staging  Britten's  Operas' 
Pone/  discussion  with  Andrew 
Porter  and  William  Littler. 
12  pm.  Walter  Hall.  Free 

Britten  Chamber  Ensemble 
Britten:  Solo  Cello  Suite,  String 
Quartet  No.  3,  Violin  Sonata 
Kulesha:  Variations 
8  pm.  Walter  Hall 
$35.  Call  416-872-4255 

Mon,  24  Nov  2003,  8p 
Master  Chorale 
Brainerd  BIyden  Taylor, 

conductor 

Music  by  Palestrina,  Willan, 
Lauridsen  and  others. 
Victoria  College  Chapel 
$12,  $6  seniors/students 

Wed,  26  Nov  2003, 8p 
U  of  T  Jazz  Orchestras 
Terry  Promane  8  Paul  Read, 

directors 

Jazz  standards  by  Thad  Jones, 
Oliver  Nelson,  Rob  McConnell 
and  others. 
Walter  Hall 

$13,  $7  seniors/students 
Sponsor:  |p  Long  &  McQuade 
SSli  Musics!  instrurnenta 

Fri,  28  Nov  2003,  8p 
Women's  Chorus 
Robert  Cooper,  conductor 
Hodie  -  a  celebration  of  the  season 
with  carols  Medieval  and  Modern. 
Victoria  College  Chapel 
$12,  $6  seniors/students 


Fri,  28  Nov  2003,  Bp 
Vocal  Jazz  Ensembles 
Suba  Sankaran,  director 
A  Tribute  to  The  New  York  Voices 
Walter  Hall 

$13,  $7  seniors/students 
Sponsor:  m  Long  &  McQuade 
iisi  Musical  Instrumenf.s 

Sat  29  Nov  2003, 8p 
Symphonic  Band 
Denise  Grant,  conductor 
Music  by  Strauss,  Persichetti, 
Cossec  and  others. 
MacMillan  Theatre. 
$13,  $7  seniors 
Free  to  UT  students  with  ID 


Free  Events 

Thu,27  Nov  2003, 12:10p 
Student  Saxophone 
Quartet 

Walter  Hall 

Sun,  30  Nov  2003, 8p 
Percussion  Ensemble 

Music  of  John  Cage,  Steve 
Reich,  Lou  Hanison  8  others. 
Walter  Hall 

Mon,  1  Dec  2003, 12:10p 
World  Music  Ensembles 

Japanese,  African  and  Balinese 
drumming  and  dancing. 
Main  lx)bby 

Mon,  1  Dec  2003, 8p 
Guitar  Ensemble 

Music  by  Haydn,  de  Fatia,  9 

others. 

Walter  Hall 


Edward  Johnson  Building  •  80  Queen's  Parl< 
BOX  OFFICE:  416-978-3744 


FTAA  could  wreak  havoc 
on  public  education 


by  STEPHEN  HUI 


VANCOUVER  (CUP)  —  Interna- 
tional trade  negotiations,  such  as 
those  aimed  at  establishing  the 
world's  largest  free  trade  zone, 
are  a  threat  to  public  education, 
a  Canadian  trade  analyst  said  in 
Vancouver  on  Nov.  20. 

"There's  an  underlying  conflict 
here,"  said  Jim  Grieshaber-Otto 
from  the  Canadian  Centre  for 
Policy  Alternatives,  "between  the 
principles  and  purposes  of  public 
education  and  international  trade 
treaties." 

Grieshaber-Otto  made  his  com- 
ments at  a  teach-in  the  same  day 
talks  laying  the  groundwork  for  the 
proposed  Free  Trade  Area  of  the 
Americas  wrapped  up  in  Miami, 
Florida.  Trade  ministers  agreed  on 
a  framework  for  the  FTAA,  which 
would  reduce  barriers  to  trade 
between  34  countries  in  North  and 
South  America. 

United  Nations  treaties  protect 
the  right  to  an  accessible  and  af- 


fordable education.  But  in  practice, 
according  to  Grieshaber-Otto, 
rules  set  out  in  trade  agreements 
tend  to  supersede  treaties'  provi- 
sions for  education  and  human 
rights. 

"Canada  should  recognize  the  pri- 
macy of  human  rights  law  over  trade 
and  investment  treaties,"  he  said. 
To  protect  its  education  system, 
asserted  Grieshaber-Otto,  Canada 
should  not  make  or  demand  any 
commitments  related  to  education 
during  trade  negotiations.  Govern- 
ments must  also  keep  commercial- 
ization in  schools  to  a  minimum, 
the  trade  analyst  maintained. 
"Commercializing  public  educa- 
tion promotes  narrow  interests," 
Grieshaber-Otto  said,  "and 
undermines  the  fundamental 
principles  of  equity,  diversity, 
and  openness  upon  which  public 
education  systems  are  based." 
Increasing  the  commercializa- 
tion and  privatization  of  primary, 
secondary,  and  post-secondary 
education  would  also  expand  the 
reach  of  trade  agreements,  he 


warned. 

About  20  people — mostly 
teachers — attended  the  teach-in. 
Peter  Debille,  a  delegate  to  the 
Vancouver  and  District  La- 
bour Council  and  a  member  of 
Vancouver's  antiwar  coalition, 
said  he  found  the  teach-in  infor- 
mative, as  he  is  more  familiar 
with  the  impact  of  free  trade  on 
postal  workers  than  education. 
Debille  added  that  he  intends  to  get 
postal  workers  involved  with  fight- 
ing the  FTAA. 

"The  important  thing  is  to  get 
in  the  game,  and  start  the  ball 
rolling,"  Grieshaber-Otto  said, 
pointing  out  that  activists  stopped 
the  Multilateral  Agreement  on 
Investment  from  being  finalized. 
According  to  the  Associated  Press, 
thousands  rallied  and  about  140 
were  arrested  as  demonstrators 
clashed  with  police  in  riot  gear 
during  the  Miami  negotiations. 
Opponents  of  the  FTAA  say  it 
poses  a  threat  to  the  environment, 
human  rights,  indigenous  people, 
and  workers. 


PULLED>>Con\mei  from  page  I 

us  is  all  bullshit!"  said  Jamjoum. 

Hindi  delivered  the  message  that 
"ultimatums  one  hour  before  five 
o'clock  do  not  work,"  and  said  it  was 
unacceptable  that  U  of  T  would  not 
provide  them  with  a  safe  space.  He 
"leaves  it  now  to  students  to  speak 
up." 

A  representative  from  OCAP  ex- 
plained that  her  group  is  prioritiz- 
ing their  relationship  with  Al-Awda 
and  hopes  to  make  it  a  strong  one, 
especially  after  witnessing  this 
"overt  cancellation  that  happened 
in  a  very  underhanded  manner  at 
the  last  minute." 

Rafeef    Ziadah,    a  Palestinian 
refugee,  said  that  the  cancellation 
shows  "how  scared  shitless  they  are 
of  us  gathering  and  organizing. 
"1  don't  need  U  of  T  to  acknowl- 


edge that  1  have  a  right  to  return — I 
will  return,"  cried  Ziadah.  "This 
entire  week  will  be  hell  for  [U  of  T 
Student  Affairs] — we  will  have  our 
conference,"  said  Ziadah. 

The  conference  would  have  in- 
cluded sessions  on  the  refugees' 
right  to  return,  the  current  situa- 
tion in  all  of  historical  Palestine, 
women's  involvement  and  solidarity 
with  feminists,  and  queer  activism. 
Sunday  would  have  been  dedicated 
to  a  session  on  strategies  for  resist- 
ing what  conference  organizers 
called  the  "Israeli  apartheid." 

Conference  organizers  are  de- 
manding an  apology  from  U  of  T,  as 
well  as  compensation  in  the  form  a 
comparable  space  in  which  to  hold 
the  conference  next  Sunday  from  10 
a.m.  until  9  p.m. 

Student  Affairs  was  unavailable 
for  comment. 
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Telemarketing:  bane  of  my 
tortured  existence 


Nobody  likes  telemarketers.  Okay,  well, 
maybe  a  few  people  do:  advertising 
executives  seem  to  like  them — and  of 
course,  the  telephone  jockeys  them- 
selves must  have  some  measure  of 
self-respect.  Yet,  they  must  at  the 
same  time  be  aware  of  how  annoying  it 
is  to  be  called  at  home,  perhaps  in  the 
middle  of  something  important — like  a 
meal,  a  movie,  another  phone  conver- 
sation, or  maybe  an  earth-shattering 
orgasm...  Indeed,  some  members  of  the 
Varsity's  staff  have  even  suggested  that 
a  modern  revision  to  Dante's  Inferno 
might  include  an  extra  circle  of  hell  set- 
aside  specifically  for  those  who  like  to 
sell  us  things  via  the  telephone. 

Would  such  a  fate  await  those  in  the 
University's  Administration  whose  job 
it  is  to  ensure  that  alumni  are  harassed 
in  their  homes  so  that  U  of  T  has  yet 


-  EDITORIAL  - 

another  way  to  make  some  quick  cash 
(as  detailed  on  the  front  page  of  Nov. 
20th's  Varsity)? 

Seriously,  why  is  telemarketing  such 
an  issue?  Not  only  is  it  annoying,  but 
it  also  involves  a  serious  ethical  ques- 
tion: do  large  organizations,  such  as  the 
University  of  Toronto,  have  the  right 
to  profit  by  trading  people's  personal 
information? 

For  most  of  us,  this  is  a  no  brainer — 
the  answer  is  a  loud  and  resounding 
"No  goddamn  way!  What  are  you? 
Stupid?!" 

But  for  a  few  of  us,  the  matter  is  still 
something  of  a  moral  gray  zone,  and  for 
still  fewer,  there's  nothing  at  all  wrong 
with  appropriating  people's  personal 


info,  using  it  for  a  purpose  they  never 
intended  or  agreed  to,  and  then  annoy- 
ing them  at  home  in  their  private  time. 

This  tiny,  confused  minority  of  the 
population  defends  their  actions  with 
the  most  hackneyed  of  arguments. 
One  might  argue,  for  instance,  that  if 
no  personal  information  is  actually  sold 
that  it's  somehow  okay  to  give  it  away, 
or  pay  other  people  to  use  it,  even  if  the 
end  result  is  the  same.  One  might  also 
argue  that  there's  nothing  wrong  with 
trying  to  sell  people  a  good  product, 
never  mind  if  it  means  annoying  dozens 
of  uninterested  people  to  find  one  who 
actually  wants  to  buy  it.  These,  and 
other  arguments,  can  be  viewed  in 
detail  in  the  letters  to  the  right  of  this 
editorial. 

In  the  end,  there's  only  one  argument 
that  is  worth  any  attention  at  all  when 
we  ask  if  U  of  T  should  be  participating 
in  any  kind  of  telemarketing  to  students 
or  former  students:  the  university 
needs  money.  Universities  always  need 
money.  But  does  the  university  really 
need  more  money  by  selling  things  to 
students  and  former  students?  U  of  T 
already  spends  a  lot  of  money  on  pretty 
new  gates  and  "world-class"  profs  who 
raise  the  reputation  of  the  university, 
with  little  or  no  attention  to  the  rising 
cost  of  tuition,  student  debt,  or  the  in- 
creasing dissatisfaction  of  undergrads 
with  the  quality  of  the  instruction  at 
this  university.  Should  we  put  up  with 
yet  another  attempt  by  this  university 
to  squeeze  more  money  out  of  us  by 
abusing  the  personal  information  we've 
entrusted  it  with? 


The  long  walk  home 


bvNIGHTCRAWLER 


On  any  given  night  you  can  find 
yourself  at  the  mercy  of  a  late  night 
streetcar,  or  even  worse,  bus.  All 
the  Normals  are  sleeping  tight  by 
this  time,  and  your  $2.25  will  even- 
tually get  you  a  fabulous  variety  of 
empty  seats  and  the  inevitable  posi- 
tion of  kind  listener  for  the  lonely 
driver,  now  making  his  eighth  run 
up  and  down  King  Street. 

Jesus.  Waiting  for  your  knight 
in  maroon  armour  to  show  up  is 
an  endurance  test  in  itself,  thanks 
to  the  streetcar  mirages  that  rise 
up  like  ghosts  from  the  pavement. 
Thanks  to  overhead  crosswalks  and 
oil  slick  reflections,  every  Audi  or 
Mini  Cooper  on  the  road  looks  like 
your  saviour  until  the  headlights  get 
closer  and  dash  your  dreams. 

Of  course,  at  this  time  of  the 
night  the  majority  of  vehicles  have 
lights  on  top  of  them — cabs,  cops 


and  paramedics,  all  waiting  to  deal 
with  last  call  in  their  own  unique 
way.  From  emergency  vomit  stops 
at  the  Esso  to  taking  someone  down 
to  Cherry  Beach  for  a  good  ol'  boy- 
style  beating,  the  folks  with  the 
lights  on  top  know  their  evening  has 
just  begun. 

Unlike  you.  Your  evening's  over. 
Spilled  pints,  broken  glass  and 
misunderstandings  turned  to 
heartbreak  have  left  you  buried  but 
breathing  at  the  corner  of  Queen 
and  Bathurst,  and  there  sure  are  a 
whole  lot  of  teens  dressed  in  black 
spikes  around  here.  Transfer  in  one 
hand,  the  new  copy  of  eye  magazine 
in  the  other,  a  hardback  single  chair 
on  the  left  side  of  the  car  will  have  to 
make  due  in  lieu  of  a  bed  for  at  least 
another  20  minutes. 

By  this  time  the  streetcar  is  a 
whale,  with  taxis  zipping  by  in  the 
right-hand  lane  like  pilot  fish.  Care- 
ful, though-  these  pilot  fish  pack  a 


mighty  wallop  if  you  don't  look  both 
ways  on  your  way  out. 

And  what  if  the  car  never  shows 
up?  Never  has  a  more  horrible 
thought  been  tabled,  but  it  happens, 
my  friend.  In  that  case,  you  begin  do- 
ing the  math  on  exactly  how  far  you 
are  from  your  pillow,  and  whether 
the  thermometer  has  ducked  down 
into  the  negative  digits.  You  could 
take  a  cab,  but  you've  already  paid 
your  fare,  and  those  bastards  rarely 
make  a  yellow  light  if  the  damage  is 
going  to  be  under  10  bucks.  You  give 
it  another  five  minutes,  but  what 
is  time  when  you  have  no  watch 
and  nothing  to  keep  your  mind  off 
the  fact  that  your  scarf  decided  to 
stay  the  night  at  Sneaky  Dee's?  Now 
you're  at  the  brink,  and  like  a  dealer 
knows  his  addict,  the  streetcar 
shows  up  just  before  you  throw  in 
the  towel.  Man,  I've  been  here  for 
like  an  fiour!  Whatever,  you'll  be 
back  tomorrow  night. 


LETTERS 


No  info  sold 

Re:  Admin  selling  students 
info  to  telemarketers  (Nov.  20) 

After  reading  your  article,  I'm  left 
wondering  how  you  came  up  with 
the  headline.  It  is  entirely  misleading 
and  unwarranted  given  the  content 
of  your  story. 

No  student  or  alumni  information 
has  ever  been  sold  to  any  telemar- 
keting firm.  A  telemarketing  service 
is  contracted  by  the  university  in 
order  to  contact  alumni  about  vari- 
ous affinity  programs  and  services. 
From  time  to  time  we  are  contacted 
by  alumni  (like  Ms.  Clenman)  who 
have  provided  us  with  valuable 
feedback  on  our  marketing  efforts. 
Some  of  this  feedback  is  negative  but 
constructive,  and  from  this  we  try  to 
make  improvements  in  the  way  that 
we  communicate  with  our  alumni. 
Much  of  the  feedback  is  however 
positive.  Our  affinity  programs 
provide  much  needed  funding  to 
student  groups,  alumni  programs, 
and  the  divisions  of  the  university. 
Presently  there  are  45,000  individual 
affinity  accounts  at  the  University  of 
Toronto,  each  generating  support  for 
this  institution. 

Finally,  please  be  reminded  that 
there  are  no  affinity  direct  mail  or 
telemarketing  campaigns  targeted  at 
the  undergraduate  or  graduate  stu- 
dent populations.  No  personal  data 
pertaining  to  the  student  population 
is  ever  gathered  or  shared  with  any 
affinity  partner. 

1  appreciate  the  opportunity  to 
clarify  what  I  believe  to  be  a  com- 
pletely misleading  headline. 

Kyle  Winters 

Director,  Marketing  Programs 
University  of  Toronto 

What's  wrong 
with  that? 

Re:  Admin  selling  students 
info  to  telemarketers  (Nov.  20) 

What's  wrong  with  that?  I  worked 
summers  for  a  telemarketing  com- 
pany, which  filled  out  credit-card 
applications  for  MBNA  by  calling 
people  at  their  homes  and  even 
offices.  Institutions  such  as  U  of  T 
tie  up  with  MBNA  to  promote  credit 
cards  that  carry  the  university's 
name.  The  university  gets  a  cut  on 
most  transactions  and  is  able  to 
utilize  that  money.  And  above  all, 
it's  a  very  competitive  card. 

There  is  nothing  wrong  in  being 
offered  something  good  for  you  and 
good  for  your  alma  mater.  Besides, 
massive  telemarketing  campaigns 


such  as  that  of  MBNA  support  a  lot 
of  jobs,  possibly  hundreds  in  the 
GTA  alone.  Most  employees  are 
students  or  new  immigrants.  As 
regards  the  specific  case  mentioned 
in  your  article — 1  do  know  that 
even  if  the  credit-card  application 
had  been  filled  by  someone  else,  it 
would  have  been  rejected  by  quality 
control,  at  least  in  my  ex-company. 

1  fear  the  Varsity  can  do  more 
harm  than  good  with  this  article, 
since  university  administrators, 
leery  of  criticism  by  the  most  wide- 
ly read  newspaper  on  campus,  may 
simply  decide  to  scrap  this  credit- 
card  program.  This  would  indirectly 
affect  jobs  and  deprive  alumni  of 
the  opportunity  to  contribute  in 
ways  other  than  occasional  million 
dollar  grants.  So  the  next  time  you 
receive  a  telemarketing  call,  if  you 
are  not  interested  even  a  wee  bit, 
just  say  sorry  and  hang-up.  1  bet  the 
telemarketer  won't  mind  at  all. 

Disclaimer:  1  am  not  associated 
with  MBNA  in  any  way  now. 

Varun  Mathur 


Our  mistake 

Re:  Blues  tie  Cfiina  reds 
(Nov.  17) 

Matt  Somers  refers  to  "a  boatload 
full  of  Chinese  supporters"  at  an  ex- 
hibition match  between  the  Chinese 
national  women's  hockey  team  and 
the  U  of  T  Varsity  Blues. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
nowadays  most  Chinese  nationals 
come  to  Canada  by  plane,  as  indi- 
viduals or  in  small  family  groups.  1 
would  hazard  a  guess  that  most  of 
the  people  of  Chinese  descent  at 
that  game — whether  they  were  Chi- 
nese-Canadians, permanent  resi- 
dents of  Chinese  descent,  resident 
aliens  of  Chinese  nationality,  or  just 
people  who  looked  Chinese — ar- 
rived (like  the  non-Chinese  in  the 
audience)  on  foot,  by  car,  or  by 
TTC,  individually  or  in  small  groups 
of  friends  and  family  members. 
Nobody  by  boat,  and  no  bodies  by 
the  boatload. 

Perhaps  your  writer  intended 
to  make  an  explicit  reference  to 
"Mongol  Hordes,"  "the  Yellow  Peril." 
or  "boatloads  of  illegal  immigrants" 
crashing  our  fair  (and  fair-skinned) 
shores.  Otherwise  why  resort  to 
racist,  stereotypical  language? 

Carsey  Yee 

Editor's  note:  No  offense  was  intended 
by  the  description  given.  The  Varsity 
apologizes  for  any  hurt  caused  by  the 
wording  used  and  will  strive  to  prevent 
such  occurences  in  the  future. 
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Feature 


"Architecture's  evolution  is  filled  with  wonder. 


While  classic  structures  endure  time  and  provoke  a  sense  of  greatness,  modern  structures  use  advanced  human  engineering  to  soar  the  sb 
Modern  or  classic,  architecture  manages  to  boggle  our  minds  and  shape  the  world  we  live  in.  -  Christian  AG."  Photographs:  Olya  Sanakce 
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Research  revelry  at  the  ROM 


ANTHONY HEMPELL 


I  say  tomato,  you  say  tomacco 


ANTHONY  HEMPELL 

It  tastes  horrible,  but  it's  smooth  and  mild. 


SCIENCE  BRIEFS 


Fruit  fly  proteome 

Hundreds  of  organisms  have  had  their 
genes  mapped,  and  now  the  fruit  fly 
has  become  the  first  organism  to  have 
its  proteins  mapped.  Scientists  have 
constructed  a  map  showing  20,405 
interactions  between  7,048  proteins. 
This  tasii  has  been  hailed  as  essential 
for  the  understanding  of  life  itself, 
as  our  structure  and  functional  pro- 
cesses are  all  dependent  on  proteins. 
When  making  the  map,  the  scientists 
cloned  all  the  fly's  genes  and  took  a 
molecular  "snapshot"  of  what  was  oc- 
curring in  the  fruit  fly.  Future  studies 
will  focus  on  similar  protein-protein 
interactions  in  humans. 
-WENDY  GU 
Source:  BBC  NEWS 

Monkey  brain  lab  in 
the  works 

Cambridge  University  has  been  given 
the  go-ahead  to  build  a  controversial 
primate  research  lab.  The  facility  will 
conduct  experiments  on  the  brains  of 
living  marmosets  and  macaques  in  or- 
der to  advance  our  understanding' of 
Parkinson's  and  Alzheimer's  diseases. 
Animal  rights  groups  argue  that  the 
experiments  will  not  only  be  cruel, 
but  pointless  as  the  primate  brain 
differs  from  ours.  Scientists  say  that 
monkey  brains  provide  the  best  mod- 
el possible  to  study  human  disease. 
The  experiments  are  likely  to  push 
the  borders  of  both  neuroscience  and 
ethics.  In  April  of  2001  a  scientist  in 
Cleveland  Ohio  made  headlines  when 
he  attached  the  severed  head  of  one 
monkey  onto  the  body  of  another. 
-ZOE  CORMIER 
Source:  New  Scientist 

Japanese  create 
walking  chair 

Researchers  from  Waseda  University 
in  Japan  have  created  a  two-legged, 
walking  robot  capable  of  carrying  a 
person.  Although  it  can  only  raise  its 
feet  a  few  millimeters,  and  can  at  pres- 
ent only  carry  somebody  weighing  no 
more  than  130  lbs,  the  inventors  hope 
to  create  another  model  that  can 
carry  people  in  wheelchairs  up  stairs. 
Other  Japanese  robotics  companies 
have  created  similar  machines,  no- 
tably a  "snake-like"  model  that  uses 
software  to  navigate,  a  "maggot-like" 
creation  that  uses  magnetism  instead, 
and  a  ball-shaped  robot  that  leaps 
and  bounces  over  rough  terrain. 
-ZC 

Source:  New  Scientist 


by  PATTY  BAKALOPOULOS  

From  world  record  setting  fish  to 
singing  mice,  this  year's  25th  Annual 
Colloquium  at  the  ROM  was  a  hit.  On 
Wednesday,  November  19,  curators, 
educators,  and  graduate  students 
from  the  ROM  and  U  of  T  presented 
highlights  of  their  recent  discoveries 
and  ongoing  research. 

The  presentations  were  only  "a 
tip  of  the  iceberg  taste  of  the  kind  of 
research  done  at  the  museum,"  says 
Dr.  Mark  Engstrom,  Vice-President  of 
Collections  and  Research. 

The  most  anticipated  presentation 
of  the  day  was  the  Vaughan  Lecture 
on  Shifting  Paradigms  by  Rick  Win- 
terbottom.  Winterbottom  traveled 
to  tropical  locations  such  as  Fiji  and 
Bora  Bora  to  uncover  the  evolution- 
ary relationships  of  coral-reef  fishes 
of  the  Indo-Paciiic  region.  He  col- 
lected fish,  identified  them,  and  at- 
tempted to  classify  them.  He  found  80 
species  of  Trimma  fish,  of  which  only 
half  were  already  known  and  named. 

Winterbottom  and  his  crew  had  the 
honour  of  contributing  the  Trimma 
Nanus  to  the  Guinness  Book  of  World 
Records.  "It  had  the  shortest  verte- 
brae ever  found,"  says  Winterbottom. 
"From  tip  of  the  snout  to  the  base  of 
the  fin,  it  is  8  mm  long.  The  head  con- 
tains as  many  as  98  bones  out  of  [a  to- 
tal] 170.  63,000  of  this  tiny  fish  would 
be  the  length  of  the  CN  Tower.  From  a 
McDonald's  consumer  perspective,  it 
would  take  300,604  of  them  to  make  a 
'/4-pounder." 

Winterbottom's  discoveries  from 
his  field  work  and  research  have 


by  ZOE  CORMIER 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Remember  that  Simpsons  episode 
where  Homer  creates  a  tomacco 
plant?  It's  actually  been  done — a 
scientist  from  Ohio  has  managed 
to  combine  a  tomato  plant  and  a 
tobacco  plant. 

In  the  classic  and  often  replayed 
episode.  Homer  whisks  the  entire 
family  away  from  Springfield  so  he 
can  escape  a  duel  with  a  southern 
gent.  They  decide  to  try  and  live 
off  the  land  at  Homer's  childhood 
farm.  After  no  success  growing 
crops  in  the  conventional  way. 
Homer  laces  the  barren  fields  with 
Plutonium  to  "give  Mother  Nature  a 
little  boost."  The  result  is  a  field  of 
tomatoes  cross-bred  with  tobacco 
plants.  Upon  biting  into  the  fruit, 
they  discover  that  the  tomatoes  are 
filled  with  tobacco.  The  townspeo- 
ple, farm  animals  and  Bart  become 
addicted  to  the  "tomaccos." 

Rob  Baur,  a  53  year-old  op- 
erations analyst  for  an  Oregon 
wastewater  treatment  plant,  was 
inspired  by  the  episode  and  de- 
cided to  try  and  create  the  world's 


"culminated  in  a  new  theory,"  he  ex- 
plains, "to  help  explain  the  historical 
reasons  behind  the  incredible  biodi- 
versity of  the  'Indonesian  Triangle' 
[Sumatra/Philippines/New  Guinea] , 
which  in  turn  has  implications  for  the 
rationale  behind  the  establishment  of 
marine  parks  and  conservation  areas 
in  the  region." 

Jacqueline  Miller's  presentation 
of  singing  mice  won  over  the  animal 
lovers  in  the  audience.  After  some 
technical  difficulties,  the  audience 
was  able  to  hear  the  mice  singing 
their  high-pitched  songs  of  courtship 
and  identification. 

"The  species,  age,  sex,  identify,  and 
motivation  of  the  individual  sending 
the  message  can  be  communicated 
between  mice.  The  length  of  the 
call  and  the  length  of  the  intervals 
between  the  call  was  studied.  Then 
the  wavelengths  of  one  species  were 
compared  to  other  species,"  says 
Miller 

One  of  the  species  studied  was  the 
Grasshopper  Mouse.  This  mouse 
lives  in  the  desert,  and  hunts  insects. 
"It  is  notorious  for  taking  out  Scor- 
pions," exclaims  Miller.  "Its  call  has 
between  1  and  200  notes." 

The  vocal  behavior  of  mice,  the 
study  suggests,  may  provide  better 
understanding  of  how  complex  vo- 
cal communication  evolved  in  mam- 
mals. 

The  remaining,  presentations  in- 
cluded how  the  T-Rex  grew  up,  the 
evolutionary  relationship  of  frogs, 
and  the  mystery  of  an  unidentified 
Roman  mummy  found  in  a  3,000 
year-old  coffin. 


first  tomacco  plant.  He  first  cut  the 
tops  off  of  a  tobacco  and  a  tomato 
plant  and  switched  them  onto  the 
opposite  stems — the  plants  simply 
died.  He  then  tried  hollowing  a  por- 
tion of  each  plant  out  and  grafting 
them  together.  This  time  it  worked. 


He  now  has  a  plant  growing  on 
his  kitchen  table  with  the  roots  of 
a  tobacco  plant  and  one  tomato 
branch.  The  plant  has  sprouted 
one  solitary  fruit.  The  roots  are 
pumping  tobacco  juices,  so  to 
speak,  into  the  tomato  branch. 


Tests  have  shown  that  the  leaves 
do  indeed  contain  nicotine.  Now 
the  fruit  is  being  tested  for  the  ad- 
dictive chemical. 

Baur,  despite  being  pleased  by 
his  sudden  notoriety,  is  now  feeling 
anxious  about  the  plant.  If  the  fruit 
contains  nicotine  as  well,  the  levels 
might  be  high  enough  to  kill  a  hu- 
man. Orally  ingesting  a  mere  150 
milligrams  of  nicotine  can  be  fatal. 
He  was  thinking  of  selling  the  plant 
on  E-bay  (Homer  was  offered  150 
million  for  his  plant  by  a  tobacco 
company),  but  Baur  is  afraid  that 
the  buyer  might  leave  the  plant 
on  an  office  desk  or  around  their 
house  where  some  unsuspecting 
person  might  eat  the  fruit.  His  wife 
allegedly  yelled  at  him  for  leaving 
the  plant  on  their  kitchen  counter, 
as  it  looks  just  like  any  other  to- 
mato plant. 

No  tobacco  companies  have 
contacted  Baur  yet.  Many  have 
suggested  that  he  now  try  creating 
a  tomannibis,  or  maritomato  plant 
and  see  if  that  turns  a  profit,  but  he 
says  he  does  not  plan  on  it.  He  may 
however  try  creating  another  Simp- 
son's delight — the  flaming  Moe. 


Truth  is  Stranger  Than  Fiction 


The  fact  that  platypuses  lay  eggs  isn't  the  only  strange  thing  about  them.  They  have  working  mammary 

glands  in  both  males  and  females.  They  have  only  a  single  opening  in  both  sexes  for  the  passage  of  urine,  feces  and 

sexual  fluids.  And  when  young,  platypuses  have  spurs  on  their  hind  legs  with  venom  so  strong  that  it  can  kill  a  dog. 
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Stirring  story  of  slavery 

Hart  House  production  soars  on  strong  performances 


byJ.P.ANTONACCI 


Those  of  you  who  think  this  part 
of  the  continent  has  always  been  a 
safe  haven  for  slaves,  think  again. 
Over  the  past  two  weeks,  audi- 
ences (including  those  students 
who  could  afford  to  sneak  away 
from  the  essay-writing  crunch  for 
a  few  hours)  that  ventured  out  to 
see  Hart  House  Theatre's  latest 
production,  Angelique,  were  pre- 
sented with  a  time  in  history  when 
things  were  not  so  equal  north  of 
the  49"-. 

Angelique,  Hart  House's  second 
major  play  in  what  is  turning  out  to 
be  a  stellar  season,  tells  the  story 
of  a  black  slave  girl  in  18"'-century 
Montreal  who  is  mistreated  by  her 
owners,  wrongly  accused  of  ar- 
son, and  eventually  hanged.  Even 
though  the  story  takes  place  over 
a  century  before  Confederation,  it 
still  seems  strange  to  think  that 
slavery  was  commonplace  in  Mon- 
treal (then  part  of  New  France).  It 
was  even  more  odd  to  hear  charac- 
ters in  the  play  say  that  there  was 
more  freedom  in  New  England  than 
in  the  future  destination  for  thou- 
sands of  Underground  Railroad 
slaves. 

Just  as  the  play  worked  to  reveal 
to  its  audience  a  hidden  part  of  Ca- 
nadian history,  the  actors  fittingly 


hid  their  full  ranges  at  first.  The 
play  began  in  a  tranquil  enough 
manner,  but  with  a  definite  under- 
current of  fear  and  corruption,  as 
Francois  Poulin,  a  nouveau-riche 
fur  trader,  bought  a  black  slave 
girl  who  had  caught  his  eye.  Most 
characters  seemed  stiff  and  re- 
served in  the  early  scenes,  with 
the  exception  of  Poulin,  portrayed 
with  aplomb  by  Matt  White,  who 
came  out  swinging  (theatrically 
speaking)  with  a  spirited  and  very 
natural  opening  monologue. 

After  the  sinister  figure  of  Poulin 
suddenly  died  from  illness  (as  was 
common  in  those  days  when  health 
care  meant  a  blanket  and  a  prayer), 
the  other  characters  were  free  to 
openly  express  themselves.  And 
they  did,  from  Poulin's  suddenly 
assertive  widow,  played  with  fierce 
emotional  range  by  Irena  Huljak,  to 
Helen  Farmer's  complex  Manon,  a 
servant  in  a  neighbouring  house- 
hold. 

But  no  one  commanded  the  stage 
as  much  as  Courtney  Simon,  who 
as  Angelique  delivered  a  heart- 
wrenching  performance,  full  of 
anger,  despair,  hope,  rage,  mo- 
ments of  pure  joy,  and  courage. 
The  play  used  song,  dance,  African 
drumming  and  poetry  to  create 
the  complete  picture  of  a  unique 
woman,  and  Simon  did  a  superb 


job  in  showing  us  the  many  sides 
of  Angelique. 

Seen  by  most  people  around  her 
as  a  mere  slave,  or  even  as  only  a 
sex  object,  Simon's  Angelique  ex- 
perienced the  joy  of  motherhood, 
the  anguish  of  a  child's  death,  the 
indignity  of  forced  marriage,  the 
humiliation  of  slavery,  the  joy  of 
song  and  dance,  the  elation  of  love, 
and  the  pride  of  being  human,  and 
expressed  each  with  such  inten- 
sity and  passion  that  she  drew  in 
the  audience  to  suffer  and  succeed 
with  her. 

Director  (and  U  of  T  grad)  Eric 
Rose,  playwright  Lorena  Gale,  the 
production  team  and  the  cast  took 
great  care  in  developing  this  story, 
one  that  was  difficult  to  watch  but 
so  full  of  the  ups  and  downs  of  life. 

The  cast  took  a  short,  blunt 
passage  from  a  history  book  and 
crafted  an  emotionally-wrenching 
drama  that  challenged  and  capti- 
vated the  audience,  while  also  in- 
serting many  clever  modern  refer- 
ences to  make  us  question  whether 
slavery  has  really  been  abolished, 
or  whether  it  has  simply  changed 
its  shape. 

You  won't  find  Angelique's  story 
in  a  Heritage  Moment  commercial 
any  time  soon,  but  Hart  House 
Theatre's  intense  telling  of  it  was 
definitely  something  worth  seeing. 


The  mind  is  the  message 

Ubiquitous  author/prof/man  about  town  gives  LarkinStuart  Lectures 


by  SARAH  BARMAK 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Is  it  possible  to  'think  outside  the 
box'?  Can  we  really  think  outside 
the  given  environment,  or  in  any 
of  the  tropes  we're  given  by  mo- 
tivational speakers  everywhere? 
"The  more  you  try  to  move  out  in 
understanding   space,   the  more 


you're  driven  back  inside,"  is  Mark 
Kingwell's  reply.  While  we  try  to 
investigate  the  world  around  us,  we 
are  inevitably  pushed  back  towards 
the  limited  space  of  our  own  con- 
sciousness. 

"Crossing  the  Threshold:  Towards 
a  Philosophy  of  the  Interior"  is  the 
title  of  this  year's  Larkin-Stuart 
Lecture  series,  a  prestigious  speech 


LORENZO  MARCOLONGO 


U  of  T  Professor  Mark  Kingwell. 


established  by  St.  Thomas's  Church 
and  Trinity  College  in  honour  of 
two  men  of  the  fold.  Canon  Stuart 
and  Gerald  Larkin.  Dr.  Kingwell, 
a  professor  of  philosophy  at  U  of 
T,  a  fellow  of  Trinity  College,  and 
senior  fellow  of  Massey  College, 
is  a  well-known  author  and  media 
personality.  He  joins  an  impres- 
sive group  of  U  of  T  alumni  who 
have  given  the  talks  in  past  years, 
including  literary  theorist  Northrop 
Frye,  theologian  Bernard  Lonergan, 
physicist  John  Polanyi,  and  last 
year,  filmmaker  Atom  Egoyan.  The 
lectures  will  be  delivered  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  evening  at  the 
George  Ignatieff  Theatre. 

Kingwell  is  giving  the  talks  on  a 
subject  that  has  long  puzzled  him: 
the  process  by  which  we  negotiate 
the  world  around  us,  whether  that 
takes  a  form  that  is  spatial,  tempo- 
ral, social,  or  political.  The  Tuesday 
lecture,  called  "The  Thought  of  Lim- 
its", will  be  completed  on  Wednes- 
day with  "The  Limits  of  Thought". 
Those  titles  are  not  just  clever 
reversals  of  each  other — they  actu- 
ally refer  to  the  way  thinking  and 
limiting  are  co-dependent  words. 
The  lectures  will  attempt  to  bring 
understanding  of  what  happens 
when  we  try  to  leave  the  confines 
of  our  own  minds  and  divide  the 
world  up  along  organizational  lines: 
time  and  space,  subject  and  object, 
inside  and  outside. 

Not  that  we  could  ever  imagine 
living  any  other  way.  Kingwell  em- 
phasizes that  drawing  boundaries 
is  a  hard  fact  of  our  experience,  and 


that  without  limits,  thinking  would 
be  an  impossible  activity.  Neither 
term  could  be  understood  apart 
from  the  other,  and  his  talks  are 
therefore  a  kind  of  effort  to  decon- 
struct ordered  pairs  and  how  they 
affect  us.  When  we  draw  boundaries 
in  the  world,  it's  also  a  reflection  of 
the  inside/outside  threshold  of  the 
mind. 

If  this  all  sounds  a  bit  confusing, 
Kingwell  uses  an  analogy  that  we 
can  all  understand,  comparing  the 
way  we  think  to  a  multi-sport  facil- 
ity which  has  the  painted  lines  used 


for  different  games  all  overlapping 
each  other.  When  we  play  one  game, 
we  mentally  block  out  the  other 
lines  and  elevate  one  way  of  divid- 
ing the  field. 

Problems  arise  with  this  model 
when  we  try  to  think  of  limitation 
itself.  The  door  of  a  room  separates 
the  inside  from  the  outside,  though 
it  itself  is  both  and  neither  of  those 
things.  Kingwell  illustrates  this  by 
quoting  author  Don  DeLillo's  phrase 
that  "the  skin  of  a  building  is  both 

See  KINGWELL  on  page  10 


no  more. 
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inside  and  outside  and  neither 
inside  nor  outside."  The  threshold 
itself  takes  on  a  sort  of  in-between 
space  when  we  try  to  conceptual- 
ize it. 

A  similar  difficulty  is  expressed 
by  the  fact  that  a  geometrical  line  is 
zero  degrees  thick,  having  endless 
extension  but  no  width — something 
theoretically  perfect,  but  non-exis- 
tent. The  same  impossibility  goes 
for  a  circle,  another  shape  we  use 
to  structure  things,  which  Kingwell 
points  out  is  a  line  turned  back  on 
itself. 

Kingwell  links  geometry  to  ideas 
of  personal  control  or  destiny,  in 
the  sense  that  we  use  lines  as  meta- 
phors for  our  life-paths.  Conversely, 
he  starts  with  his  own  experiences 
when  he  writes  philosophy,  us- 
ing individual  consciousness  as 
an  entry  point  into  an  analysis  of 
boundaries  (he  likens  this  strategy, 


which  he'll  follow  in  his  lectures,  to 
phenomenology,  which  sees  con- 
sciousness as  the  essential  aspect 
of  knowledge). 

"1  realized  that  [all  these  con- 
cepts] were  folding  into  this  larger 
project  that  I've  been  trying  to  work 
on  about  the  nature  of  conscious- 
ness in  an  urban  setting,  which  I've 
been  trying  to  write  for  a  couple  of 
years  now,"  explains  Kingwell. 

Larger  project?  Is  this  a  lamenta- 
tion about  writing  from  someone 
who's  published  seven  books  in 
less  than  a  decade?  Kingwell  says 
half-seriously  of  his  recent  book  of 
memoirs.  Catch  and  Release,  which 
just  came  out  last  month:  "The  little 
book  on  fishing  that  I  just  published 
was  just  kind  of  an  avoidance  ritual: 
'Oh,  I  could  work  on  this  because  it's 
not  the  thing  that  I'm  actually  trying 
to  work  on.'  Classic  procrastinator 
strategy.  It's  been  a  while  since  I  sat 
down  and  built  a  real  book  from  the 
ground  up." 


Well,  you  could  hardly  fault  him 
for  his  strategy,  as  his  larger  study 
is  tentatively  called  Inside  Out,  and 
will  incorporate  in  one  volume 
many  of  the  topics  that  Kingwell 
has  taught  and  written  about  over 
the  years:  justice,  citizenship, 
consciousness,  happiness,  archi- 
tecture, design.  There,  as  in  the 
Larkin-Stuart  lectures,  Kingwell 
will  examine  the  way  the  struc- 
tures of  everyday  existence — the 
very  structures  that  allow  us  to  be 
conscious — are  taken  for  granted. 
This  week's  lectures  will  very 
likely  offer  us  a  glimpse  of  what 
more  there  is  to  come  from  this 
very  prolific  philosopher. 

The  Larkin-Stuart  lectures  take  place 
Nou.  25  and  26  at  the  George  Ignati- 
eff  Theatre  at  8 p.m.  Tickets  are  free, 
but  must  be  reserved  by  contacting 
Trinity  College  at  (416)  978-2651  or 
alumni@trinity.utoronto.ca.  as  seat- 
ing is  limited. 
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Western  sinks  waterpolo  hopes 


LILY  WONG 

The  Western  Mustangs  eke  out  the  semi-final  win  against  the  Blues  in  the  OUA  playoffs  on  Saturday. 
U  of  T  went  on  to  lose  to  McMaster  in  the  bronze  medal  match.  Queen's  were  the  weekend  winners, 
beating  Western  in  the  final  10-7. 


bySURAYAFIGUEIREDO 


The  mens'  waterpolo  team  capped 
off  tfieir  season  with  a  fourth  place 
finish  at  this  weekend's  Ontario 
University  Athletics  (OUA)  finals. 
The  Blues,  who  were  looking  to  de- 
fend their  championship  title,  were 
understandably  disappointed  with 
their  finish. 

Led  by  team  captain  Tom  Herring, 
the  Blues  were  able  to  beat  or  tie 
each  team  in  the  league  at  least  once 
during  the  regular  season.  New  goal- 
tender  Jonathon  Coutts-Zawadzki 
rose  to  the  challenge  by  playing  up 
to  the  standards  of  the  league.  "We 
trained  him  well  and  he  gave  us 
the  opportunity  to  win",  says  Geljo. 
Many  rookies  on  the  team  also  rose 
to  the  challenges  of  varsity  level  play. 
Rookies  Jake  Pottier,  Paul  "Sully"  Sul- 


livan, Vlad  Tasevski,  and  Scott  Smith 
formed  an  integral  part  of  the  team. 
The  Blues  had  a  respectable  5-3-2 
season  which  placed  them  third  go- 
ing into  the  finals. 

Toronto  faced  the  Western  Mus- 
tangs in  the  semi-final  game  on  Satur- 
day. Western  pulled  into  an  early  lead 
in  the  intense  match  up,  and  an  un- 
fortunate setback  for  the  Blues  came 
in  the  middle  of  the  second  quarter 
when  Sullivan  was  kicked  out  of  the 
game.  But  the  Blues  fought  back 
to  keep  the  Mustangs  within  sight. 
However,  in  a  disappointing  fourth 
quarter.  Western  was  able  to  net  two 
goals  and  pull  to  a  10-6  victory. 

Knocked  out  of  gold  medal  conten- 
tion, the  Blues  came  back  on  Sunday 
to  meet  McMaster  in  the  bronze 
medal  match.  The  Blues  managed 
to  stay  neck  and  neck  with  the  Ma- 


rauders in  what  proved  to  be  a  very 
physical  game.  After  U  of  T  lost  two 
players  in  the  fourth  quarter,  how- 
ever, McMaster  was  able  to  pull  away 
and  win  10-8.  Queen's  won  the  OUA's 
for  their  first  time,  beating  Western  in 
the  final  10-7. 

Despite  losing  the  title  to  Queen's, 
the  Blues  don't  have  much  to  com- 
plain about.  "The  season  went  in- 
credibly well,"  says  assistant  coach 
Damir  Geljo.  "We  may  not  have  won, 
as  was  our  intention,  but  it's  a  build- 
ing process.  We  have  a  young  team 
this  year,  most  of  whom  will  be  re- 
turning next  year."  And  indeed  the  fu- 
ture does  look  bright,  as  only  one  of 
the  starters  is  set  to  graduate.  There 
will  be  lots  of  talent  to  work  with  next 
year,  notably  Sullivan  and  Tasevski, 
both  of  whom  received  OUA  all-star 
honours. 


Huskies  lose  bid  at  third  straight  national  title 

K4;\'7£7?»  Continued  from  page  I 


be  for  the  Huskies,  as  Laval  proved 
the  better  and  more  experienced 
team. 

The  story  of  the  game  was  not  the 
the  play  of  the  game  itself.  It  was  the 
boisterous  crowd  from  Laval  that 
ended  up  helping  their  own  team. 
The  Laval  fans  made  it  so  loud  at 
SkyDome,  that  Saint  Mary's  was  un- 
able to  get  a  rhythm,  and  as  a  result 
the  disciplined  Huskies  were  called 


SIMON  TURNBULl 

Huskies  Sean  Mifflen,  number 
4,  completes  the  pass  at  the 
.39th  Vanier  Cup  on  Saturday. 
Saint  Mary's,  the  two-time 
defending  champs  of  the 
national  university  football 
title,  lost  to  Laval  14-7. 


for  four  procedure  penalties. 

The  first  half  saw  both  teams 
come  out  tight.  Predictions  pegged 
Laval's  offence  rolling  over  Saint 
Mary's  defense,  and  after  the  first 
minutes  of  play,  they  appeared  to 
be  right.  Laval,  on  their  opening 
drive  of  the  game,  moved  the  ball  ef- 
fectively and  got  a  field  goal  to  take 
an  early  3-0  lead.  They  would  stay 
ahead  of  Saint  Mary's  for  the  rest  of 
the  afternoon. 

The  key  to  the  game  for  both 
teams  was  special  teams  play.  Both 
the  Rouge  et  Or  and  the  Huskies 
conceded  safeties  during  the  game 
to  wrangle  their  way  out  of  lousy 
field  position.  At  the  end  of  the  first 
half  the  score  was  a  pitifully  low  3-2, 
as  the  teams  were  locked  in  a  defen- 
sive battle. 

The  only  touchdown  of  the  game 
came  in  the  third  quarter  when 
Laval  quarterback  Mathieu  Ber- 
trand  connected  with  receiver  Jean 
Frediric  Tremblay  to  give  the  Rouge 
et  Or  a  lead  to  secure  them  the  38"^ 
Vanier  Cup. 

What  hurt  Saint  Mary's  through- 
out the  game  was  the  inconsistent 
play  of  their  quarterbacks,  Steve 
Panella  and  Bill  Robinson.  Panella 
and  Robinson  were  unable  to  move 
the  offence  effectively  all  day. 

It  was  defense  that  kept  both 
teams  in  the  game.  Scarborough  na- 


tive Sebastian  Clovis,  Saint  Mary's 
starting  free  safety,  played  a  superb 
game.  Blanketing  the  Laval  receiv- 
ers, Clovis  denied  any  chances 
for  the  Rouge  et  Or  to  break  open 
big  plays.  After  the  game  he  com- 
mented on  the  loss,  saying  "it  hurts 
when  you  want  something  so  bad, 
but  every  team  must  rebuild  and 
this  was  our  year.  Mark  my  words 
though  -  we  will  be  back." 

St.  Mary's  head  coach  Blake  Nill 
added  to  those  comments  by  say- 
ing that  "we  just  could  not  get  the 
offence  going.  But  1  am  proud  of  this 
team — we  proved  we  belong,  and 
we  will  be  back." 

Mexico  native  Jeronimo  Huerta- 
Flores,  Laval's  starting  running 
back,  was  named  MVP  of  the  game 
after  rushing  for  85  yards  on  17  at- 
tempts. As  reporters  mobbed  him, 
he  said  "that  we  were  confident  in 
ourselves,  and  at  half  time  we  real- 
ized that  we  were  beating  ourselves, 
by  dropping  passes  and  making 
mistakes.  1  am  happy  about  winning 
the  MVP  award,  but  this  award  is  a 
credit  to  my  teammates." 

Last  night  Laval  University  was 
partying  in  honour  of  the  victory,  as 
well  they  should.  It  was  the  fans  on 
Saturday  at  SkyDome  that  brought 
the  game  a  buzz  that  truly  explains 
what  Canadian  university  football  is 
all  about. 


Vanier  needs  to 
shape  up  or  ship  out 


byYONGTAING 

VARSITY  STAFF 


In  this  weekend's  buffet  of  sport- 
ing events,  it  was  clear  that  the 
39'"  edition  of  the  Vanier  Cup  was 
not  the  main  course.  This  year's 
national  championship  football 
game  between  Laval  and  Saint 
Mary's  was  not  only  a  battle  be- 
tween two  great  football  teams, 
but  a  battle  to  capture  the  interest 
of  Canadian  sports  fans. 

Due  to  a  cruel  twist  of  fate,  the 
second  half  of  this  year's  game 
coincided  with  the  Heritage  Clas- 
sic hockey  match  between  the 
Montreal  Canadiens  and  the  Ed- 
monton Oilers,  leaving  the  finale 
of  the  football  championship  as 
option  number  two  for  most  Ca- 
nadian sports  fans.  But  the  fact 
that  university  football  took  a 
back  seat  to  hockey  this  weekend 
merely  underscores  the  larger 
problem  of  dwindling  attendance 
at  Vanier. 

Since  the  first  Vanier  Cup  in 
1965,  all  games  have  been  played 
in  Toronto,  moving  from  Varsity 
Stadium  to  CNE  Stadium  back  to 
Varsity  Stadium.  Then  in  1989  the 
game  moved  to  its  current  home 
of  SkyDome,  boosting  attendance 
from  13,000  to  33,000.  Attendance 
remained  strong  until  around 
1995,  but  over  the  last  few  years, 
as  Ontario  teams  have  been  ab- 
sent from  the  game,  so  have  the 
fans. 

It's  no  coincidence  that  the 
last  capacity  crowd  to  watch  the 
Vanier  Cup,  in  1995  when  Western 
played  Calgary,  was  also  the  last 
time  an  Ontario  team,  aside  from 
Ottawa,  played  in  the  game.  And 
even  though  I  wasn't  there,  I'm 
sure  that  the  stands  were  filled 
with  Western  fans. 

The  fact  that  attendance  de- 
pends on  the  teams  playing  is  bla- 
tantly obvious  even  to  those  who 
don't  follow  university  sport.  It 
doesn't  take  a  genius  to  know  that 
current  and  former  students  from 


the  competing  schools  account 
for  the  majority  of  ticket  sales  to 
Vanier.  So  why  not  move  the  game 
to  a  venue  where  loyal  student 
fans  can  actually  go  to  the  game 
without  paying  an  arm  and  a  leg 
to  get  there,  and  without  eating 
up  their  precious  study  time — es- 
pecially so  close  to  finals? 

But  the  CIS  (Canadian  Interuni- 
versity  Sport)'s  decision  to  keep 
Vanier  in  Toronto  may  not  be  the 
only  reason  for  the  lower  atten- 
dance numbers  and  conspicuous 
lack  of  Ontario  finalists.  With  a 
playoff  system  that  awards  the 
four  divisional  champions  with  a 
national  semi-final  berth,  Ontario 
schools  are  at  a  distinct  disadvan- 
tage. With  ten  teams  in  the  OUA 
(Ontario  University  Athletics), 
Ontario  teams  don't  even  have 
a  chance  to  play  all  the  teams 
within  their  own  division,  while 
other  teams  may  play  the  same 
opponent  twice  in  a  season. 

Moreover,  teams  from  Atlantic 
Canada  and  Quebec  get  to  play 
interdivisional  games,  an  oppor- 
tunity that  teams  like  McMaster 
would  love  to  have.  So  while  Mc- 
Master, Queen's  and  Western  beat 
each  other  up  during  the  regular 
season  for  a  shot  to  make  it  to  Va- 
nier, team's  like  Saint  Mary's  have 
a  relative  cake  walk  to  the  finals. 

The  bottom  line  is  that  if  the 
CIS  insists  on  keeping  Vanier  in 
Toronto,  attendance  will  only  get 
better  if  an  OUA  team  makes  it  to 
the  finals.  But  in  order  for  an  OUA 
team  to  get  there,  the  CIS  has  to 
revisit  the  structure  of  the  regular 
season.  Perhaps  by  introducing 
inter-division  play  or  actually  re- 
aligning the  divisions  of  the  OUA. 
Or  maybe  the  CIS  should  move 
Vanier  out  of  Toronto  altogether, 
and  rotate  the  game  across  Cana- 
da, much  like  the  Grey  Cup. 

At  the  bare  minimum,  the  CIS 
should  make  sure  Vanier  isn't 
scheduled  the  same  day  as  a 
hockey  game  that  includes  both 
Wayne  Gretzky  and  Guy  Lafleur. 


SPORTS  BRIEF 


ASTRONAUT  AWARDS  TOP  WOMEN 


What  do  you  give  a  girl  who's 
got  it  all?  Why  recognition  from 
Canada's  first  female  astronaut, 
of  course.  On  Thursday,  Nov. 
20  space  travelling  Dr.  Roberta 
Bondar  was  present  at  the  Metro 
Toronto  Convention  Centre  to 
honour  18  female  scholar-athletes 
from  around  Ontario.  Hosted 
by  Ontario  University  Athletics 
(OUA)  and  Chatelaine  magazine, 
the  luncheon  and  speech  had 
Bondar  awarding  an  honouree 
from  each  Ontario  university. 
The  women,  who  were  selected 
because  of  their  academic  and 
athletic  achievements,  received 
an  autographed  copy  of  Bondar's 
new  book  and  ah  engraved  jew- 
elry box.  Student  and  athlete 
Andrea  laboni  was  U  of  T's  lucky 
recipient,  laboni  is  a  former  Var- 
sity Blues  and  Oxford  rugby  star. 
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Bondar  G^ft)  and  laboni. 

as  well  as  a  Rhodes  Scholar.  She 
is  currently  in  her  second  year  of 
U  of  T's  undergraduate  medicine 
program  after  completing  a  Doc- 
tor of  Philosophy,  Clinical  Medi- 
cine at  Oxford.  — RA 
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The  Varsity 


Fri.  Nov.  28 

BASKETBaUDOUBLEHEODER 

vs.  Ottawa 
Women  -  6  p.m.  /  Men  -  8  p.m. 

Athletic  Centre  •  Sports  Gym 

WOMEN'S  HOGKEY 

vs.  Queen's  -  7:30  p.m. 

Varsity  Arena 

Sat.  Nov.  29 

BASKETBALL  DOUBLEHEADER 

vs.  Carleton 
Women  -  6  p.m.  /  Men  -  8  p.m. 

Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 


Sat.  Nov.  29 

WOMEN'S  VOLLEYBALL 
vs.  Ottawa  -2  p.m. 

Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 

WOMEN'S  HOCKEY 

vs.  Queen's  -  3  p.m. 

Varsity  Arena 

MEN'S  HOCKEY 

vs.  Lakehead  -  7:30  p.m. 

Varsity  Arena 

Sun.  Nov.  30 

MEN'S  HOCKEY 

vs.  Lakehead  -  7:30  p.m. 

Varsity  Arena 


Check  our  www.varsityblues.ca  for  more  information. 
U  ofT  students  free  with  valid  Student  Card. 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808 -GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED! 

Make  extra  money  while  helping  others 
by  becoming  a  Xytex  Sperm  Donor.  Ages 
18-38.  Call  416-924-3021  today! 

CHRISTMAS  GIFT  WRAPPERS 

Creative  individuals,  locations-Down- 
town Toronto,  North  York,  Richmond 
Hill,  Thornhill,  Mississauga.  Managers 
to  $9.7.5/hour  +  bonuses.  Wrappers  to 
$7.7.5/hour.  Full/Part  time,  December 
1-24. 416-533-9727. 

SELF-MOTIVATED  STUDENT 

To  place  posters  up  around  U  of  T,  Intl. 
students  are  welcome,  good  pay  rate  & 
bonuses.  Details:  416-280-6113. 


Classifieds 


ON  WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  26, 
2003 

Orientation  session  is  scheduled  for 
volunteers.  Time:  6:00  p.m.  Place:  Trin- 
ity-St.  Paul's  United  Church,  427  BloorSt, 
W.  (one  block  West  of  Spadina).  Other 
ways  to  help:  Donate  clothing,  books 
and  toiletries,  Prepare  baked  goods, 
make  a  financial  contribution.  For  more 
information,  please  call  416-410-6458  or 
email:  trinitystpauls@yahoo.ca 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


COMFORTABLE  BACHELOR  APARTMENT 

Across  from  U  of  T  St.  George.  Quiet, 
non-smoking,  $600.  January  1.  Call  Mark 
416-944-0805. 

RIVERDALE 

Share  2+  bdrm,  yard,  deck.  Near  TTC/ 
shops.  416-526-9095. 


MONTREAL@NEW  YEARS 

Downtown  Hotel  and  Bus.  Dec.  30-Jan 
1.  From  $139/Quad.  Hotel  from  $69. 
Book  now  and  SAVE!!  Guaranteed 
Lowest  Price.  Book  Friends  GO  FREE!! 
www.Rooms2Party.com  Thames  Travel 
(Todd)  1-800-962-8262 

PARKING 

Excellent  spaces,  Spadina  and  Willcocks, 
opposite  New  College  and  Earth  Sciences, 
personalized  signs  showing  spaces 
reserved  24  hours,  $75  a  month,  call  Mark 
416-944-080.5. 


WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compuflow.  416/539-9443. 

HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor.  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr. 
$29.9.5/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  -t-. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 


ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies,  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessav@bellnet.ca 


TUTOR  FOR  ESSAY  WRITERS 

Certified  teacher  [M.A.].  Get  the  help 
you  need!  Humanities  and  ESLstudents. 
For  appointment  call  416-503-2010  or  e- 
mail  glenn7777@idirect.com 

MATHEMATICS  TUTORING 

Calculus,  Linear  Algebra  etc.  -  private 
tutoring,  $16  for  one  and  a  half  hours, 
Marvin  Hersh,  416-534-3736.  (Have  and 
A  in  Math  157Y,  was  a  Math  TA,  am  very 
patient). 

GET  TOP  MARKS 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience,  special- 
izing in  MATH  1.33,  135,  1.36,  235;  CHM 
138,  139,  247;  ECO  220;  STA  220;  PHYS 
110.  Past  tests  and  exams  available  for 
practice,  (416)  785-8898. 


ESSAY  HELP  -  RESEARCH  &  WRITING 

All  subjects,  including  Humanities, 
Business,  Philosophy  and  more...  Also: 
GRADUATE  SCHOOL  APPLICATIONS  for 
M.B.A.,  Law  School,  Teaching  degree... 
Call  416-753-8377. 

PINKLIZZARD  ESSAYS 

Professional  essay  editing  and  writing 
for  ALL  subjects.  M.Sc  Science  Com- 
munications, offering  expert  help  with 
SCIENCE  lab  reports.  Improve  grades! 
E-mail:  pinklizard@o2.ie  416-319-6755 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 

issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 
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Double  the  power  of  your  degree 


Learn  how  to 
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with  Humber's  new  12-nionth  post-graduate  program  in 

Public  Administration 

Public  administrators  work  across  all  levels  of  local,  provincial, 
regional  and  federal  governments.  Humber  College's  program 
gives  university  graduates  the  knowledge  and  skills  necessary 
to  manage  the  considerable  human,  physical  and  financial 
resources  of  the  public  sector. 

Call  (416)  675-6622,  ext  3206,  Qjf  HUMBER 

or  e-mail  ted.glenn@humber.ca  The  Business  school 
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Double  the  power  of  your  degree 
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People, 


Begin  a  new  career  with  Humber's  8-month 
post-graduate  certificate  program  in 

Human  Resources  Management 

Organizations  of  all  types  and  sizes  acknowledge  that  their  most 
valuable  asset  is  their  employees.  As  a  result,  there's  a  high  demand 
for  professionals  trained  in  the  management  of  people.  Humber  can 
give  you  the  skills  you  need,  and  prepare  you  for  professional 
designation/accreditation  by  the  Human  Resource  Professionals 
Association  of  Ontario  (HRPAO).  ^BV* 
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Middle  East  showdown  gets  ugly 


Sean  Reany  (middle)  and  an  unidentified  protestor  argue  witli  Jonathan  Jaffit,  wearing  the  Israeli  flag  in  front  of  Sid  Smith  yesterday. 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


One  woman  was  charged  with  assault 
as  protestors  supporting  a  cancelled 
conference  on  Palestinian  solidarity 
marched  across  campus  yesterday. 

The  protest,  which  began  at  Sid 
Smith  and  made  stops  at  Simcoe  Hall 
and  the  Student  Affairs  office,  attracted 
both  pro-Palestinian  supporters  and 
pro-Israeli  counter-protestors,  who 
spent  the  day  locked  in  what  often  be- 


came tense  verbal  confrontations.  At 
one  point,  police  physically  separated 
the  two  factions,  and  one  protestor 
was  charged  with  assault  after  alleg- 
edly spitting  at  a  pro-Israel  protestor 
The  woman  could  be  seen  seeking 
shelter  among  fellow  protestors,  and 
then  attempted  to  board  a  passing  TTC 
bus  on  Harbord  Avenue  before  police 
stopped  the  bus  and  removed  her  She 
later  rejoined  the  protest. 

At  issue  was  the  sudden  cancellation 
of  the  Palestinian  Solidarity  Confer- 


ence, which  was  supposed  to  take 
place  last  weekend.  Organizers  were 
informed  at  the  last  minute  by  Student 
Affairs  that  their  room  booking  had 
been  pulled  due  to  the  group's  basis 
of  unity,  which  included  the  tenets  that 
a  two-state  solution  in  the  Middle  East 
was  not  acceptable,  and  that  the  Pales- 
tinian right  of  return  to  the  region  was 
non-negotiable.  Israel  is  also  referred 
to  as  a  "racist  apartheid  state"  in  the 
basis  of  unity. 
"President  Birgeneau  has  issued  the 


Anti-Semitism  charges  rock  UC  paper 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Jewish  students  on  campus  are  up 
in  arms  after  an  editor's  note  in  the 
Gargoyle  referred  to  a  contributor  as 
a  "stupid,  greedy  Jew." 

The  issue,  which  was  pulled  off 
stands  by  editors  and  members  of 
Hillel  within  an  hour  of  release,  also 
featured  a  comic  depicting  violent 
rape  scenes. 


The  Gargoyle,  a  campus  newspaper 
from  University  College,  has  long 
been  known  for  its  tongue-in-cheek 
attitude,  but  all  parties  involved 
agree  the  paper  went  too  far  this 
time. 

In  a  letter  delivered  to  the  Var- 
sity, representatives  of  the  paper 
noted  that  "There  is  no  excuse  for 
the  careless  and  offensive  comments 
published  in  our  November  21"'  is- 
sue," and  that  "the  comment  was 
absolutely  not  intended  to  be  hate- 


ful towards  the  author,  or  the  larger 
Jewish  community."  The  editor's  note 
came  in  response  to  an  accusation 
from  writer  Josh  Leiblin  that  a  comic 
in  a  previous  issue  had  been  anti- 
Semitic. 

UC  Principal  Paul  Perron  said  he 
is  "distressed  and  distraught"  about 
the  incident,  and  noted  that  an  inves- 
tigation is  already  underway.  He  also 
stated  that  the  Gargoyle  "have  been 

See  C  \R(;())  I.H  on  page  2 


very  Orwellian  statement  as  to  why 
they  cancelled  this  conference,"  noted 
Abdel  Takrit  of  the  Arab  Student's  Col- 
lective (ASC).  "He  says  it  is  to  'protect 
free  speech',"  continued  Takrit.  "We 
demand  an  apology  for  the  racist 
atmosphere  of  this  campus.  This  is 
intolerance,  this  is  racism,  and  we  op- 
pose it." 

Hillel  member  Simon  Lightstone 
had  a  different  take  on  the  situation. 
"Students  with  dissenting  views  have 
been  shut  off  [from  the  conference]," 
he  stated.  "1  feel  they're  taking  advan- 
tage of  free  speech." 

But  for  U  of  T  student  Nathalie 
Hamam,  the  conference  was  sup- 
posed to  be  a  chance  for  like-minded 
activists  to  come  together,  hence  the 


basis  of  unity.  "The  purpose  was  not 
an  exclusionary  purpose,"  she  Sciid. 
"The  purpose  was  to  restrict  the  con- 
ference to  people  on  the  same  political 
wavelength."  Hamam  pointed  to  the 
constant  bickering  between  the  two 
sides  at  the  protest  as  proof  that  little  is 
being  accomplished  when  the  groups 
come  together 

At  Simcoe  Hall,  ASC  member  Hazem 
Jamjoum  delivered  a  letter  to  Assis- 
tant Vice-President  and  Director  of 
the  Office  of  the  President  Dr  Beata 
FitzPatrick,  demanding  that  the  group 
be  compensated  for  the  cancellation 
of  the  conference.  A  similar  letter  was 
later  delivered  to  the  Student  Affairs 
office,  and  a  meeting  was  set  up  for 
today. 


Condos  at  St.  Mike's? 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


One  of  the  last  green  spaces  left  at 
St.  Michael's  College  is  up  for  sale 
as  the  venerable  institution  deals 
with  a  mounting  deficit. 
Orientation    Field,    site   of  St. 


Mike's  frosh  as  well  as  a  popular 
area  for  intramurals  and  relax- 
ation, could  be  sold  within  months 
in  order  to  offset  a  $2  million  a  year 
deficit  that  the  college  is  running. 
"If  the  college  didn't  have  to  sell 

See  DF.Flcri'm  page  4 


Remembering 
Ramadan 


Reel  Asian 


Bew$@tlieYarsity.ca 


Crunch  time 


Students  at  Robarts  Library  cram  for  the  inevitable  end-of-semester  workload  crush. 


GARGOYLE»  Continued  from  page  I 

very  pro-active"  in  dealing  with  the 
fallout  of  the  controversy,  and  that  a 
publishing  timetable  for  future  issues 
would  be  determined  by  the  paper, 
not  by  him. 

The  Gargoyle  plans  to  hold  a  series 
of  forums  to  determine  future  edito- 
rial policies,  but  for  Hillel,  that  and 
the  apology  may  not  be  enough.  "It 
doesn't  change  anything  for  me,"  said 
Johanna  Herman,  public  relations  co- 
ordinator for  Hillel.  "We  could  have 
pursued  this  with  the  police."  In  the 
meantime,  Herman  will  settle  for  the 
university's  investigation  findings, 
specifically  whether  the  university's 
code  of  conduct  was  violated.  Her- 


man said  she  has  spoken  Josh  Leib- 
lin,  the  writer  of  the  article  who  was 
the  target  of  the  comment.  Leiblin 
had  been  off-campus,  and  had  no 
idea  any  controversy  had  occurred. 
"He  was  floored,"  said  Herman.  "His 
family  was  completely  hurt." 

The  incident  has  also  affected  staff- 
ers of  the  Gargoyle,  many  of  whom  are 
also  Jewish. 

"A  lot  of  editors  were  unaware  of 
what  was  happening,"  said  Charles 
Trapunski,  an  editor  at  the  paper. 
"It's  very  difficult  for  us  who  weren't 
around  when  this  was  written.  Half 
our  staff  is  Jewish,  including  myself." 
Trapunski  said  the  gaffe  was  "monu- 
mentally stupid,"  and  though  the  pa- 
per is  known  to  be  tongue-in-cheek. 


"this  went  way,  way  over  the  line." 

The  incident  was  also  officially 
condemned  by  the  UC  Literacy  and 
Athletics  Society.  In  a  letter  from 
President  Andrij  Harasymowycz,  he 
stated  "We  further  have  complete 
faith  that  the  administrator  appoint- 
ed by  the  University  to  investigate 
this  incident  will  come  to  a  conclu- 
sion that  ensures  that  members  of 
the  University  College  Community 
feel  safe  at  the  college,  that  their  be- 
liefs will  not  be  the  target  of  racism  or 
violence,  and  that  the  editors  of  the 
Gargoyle  will  be  judged  and  punished 
accordingly  for  their  actions." 

The  Gargoyle  is  not  expected  to 
publish  again  until  next  semester  at 
the  earliest. 


Violence  Against 
Women  conference 
kicks  off  on  campus 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


An  intimate  Native  ceremony  at 
First  Nations  House  on  Tuesday 
commemorated  the  beginning 
of  16  Days  of  Activism  Against 
Gender  Violence,  an  ongoing 
forum  running  on  campus  until 
Dec.  10. 

Led  by  Elder  Lillian  McGregor, 
the  cleansing  ritual  involved  the 
burning  of  cedar,  tobacco  and 
sage.  The  smouldering  ashes 
were  then  passed  around  to  aid 
in  the  inner  cleansing  of  the  at- 
tendees. 

The  16  Days  forum  is  in  its  sec- 
ond year  at  U  of  T,  and  seeks  to 
enlighten  people  about  violence 
against  women.  On  Dec.  6,  a  can- 
dlelight vigil  will  be  held  in  me- 
morial of  the  women  murdered 
during  the  Montreal  Massacre 
in  1989  as  part  of  the  event.  The 
opening  event  coincided  with 
the  International  Day  Against 
Violence  Against  Women,  and 
other  events  will  correspond  to 
the  International  Day  of  Disabled 
Persons  (Dec.  3)  and  World  AIDS 
Day  (Dec.  1). 

"We  felt  it  was  an  important 


undertaking  to  educate  people 
on  campus,"  noted  Cheryl 
Champagne,  assault  counsellor 
educator  with  the  Counselling 
and  Learning  Skills  Service,  who 
revealed  that  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  criminal  harass- 
ment on  campus  in  recent  years. 
"There's  a  recognition  that  for  a 
lot  of  people  that's  [the  massa- 
cre] not  a  part  of  their  history." 
Champagne  also  stressed  that 
the  events  have  "both  a  national 
and  international  focus." 

"The  beauty  is  that  there's  a 
whole  eclectic  blend,"  echoed 
Allison  Drew  of  the  Community 
Safety  Office. 

The  ceremony  also  featured  a 
performance  by  drummer/singer 
Brenda  Maclntyre  of  the  Spirit 
Wind  Drum  Group.  "Ceremony 
is  always  a  good  thing,"  she  said. 
"This  was  all  about  gratitude. 
When  1  sing,  I'm  in  prayer,"  con- 
tinued Maclntyre,  who  hopes  to 
help  women  get  their  voices  out. 
"When  you  let  that  voice  out,  it 
feels  good." 

The  16  Days  forum,  which  also 
features  films  and  workshops, 
runs  until  Dec.  10,  which  is  also 
International  Human  Rights  Day. 
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Iraq  forum  takes  aim  at 
United  States 


Dr.  Alan  Connolly  speaks  at  Sid  Smith  on  Monday. 


byBRONWYNKIENAPPLE 

VARSITV  STAFF 


Whatever  Iraq's  future,  it  shouldn't 
involve  the  United  States,  argued 
speakers  at  a  recent  lecture  at  U  of 
T.  The  event  titled  "What  Next  for 
Iraq "  was  held  last  Monday  at  Sid 
Smith. 

Dr.  Alan  Connolly,  president  of 
Physicians  for  Global  Survival, 
condemned  the  US  for  its  breach  of 
international  law,  including  its  use 
of  unauthorized  weapons  and  the 
illegality  of  the  war  itself.  Connolly 
also  attacked  the  US  for  bombing 
Iraqi  infrastructure,  despite  prom- 
ises to  the  contrary,  and  for  tortur- 
ing opposing  soldiers. 

"They're  changing  laws  behind 
flames  of  war.  They're  devaluing 
international  law,  they're  devaluing 
international  institutions,"  said  Con- 
nolly. "We  can't  afford  to  have  an 
illegal  war  when  the  Americans  are 
starting  to  create  policy  to  justify 
the  use  of  nuclear  weapons,  strate- 
gically and  otherwise." 

To  rectify  the  situation,  Connolly 
and  fellow  speaker  Wahida  Valiante 
recommended  a  greater  role  for 
the  United  Nations  and  for  Canada, 
despite  their  acknowledgement  of 
the  controversial  involvement  of 
both  institutions  in  approving  the 
sanctions  on  Iraq  and  the  war  in 
Afghanistan. 

Said  Connolly,  "What's  to  be  done 
with  Iraq  requires  the  international 
cooperation  of  countries  that  needs 
to  use  the  existing  international  law, 
the  existing  institutions  that  we 
have,  primarily  the  United  Nations." 

Valiante,  vice  president  of  the 
Canadian  Islamic  Congress,  took  a 
similar  stance  concerning  Canada: 
"The  perception  in  the  world  is  that 
we  know  how  to.. .resolve  conflicts 
and  problems.  So  1  think  that's  a  role 
we  as  Canadians  can  play." 

This  stance  met  with  vehement 
opposition  from  the  third  speaker, 
Mazen  Ja'afar.  Ja'afar,  the  vice 
president  of  the  Canadian  Arab 
Federation,  dismissed  the  UN  as  an 
institution  dedicated  to  the  desires 
of  the  elite.  Canada,  he  argued,  is 
also  guilty  of  serving  American 
interests. 

For  this  elite,  said  Ja'afar,  "The 
God  they  believe  is. ..oil  and  drugs." 


He  attributed  the  US's  sudden  inter- 
est in  democracy  in  the  Middle  East 
as  a  result  of  declining  oil  reserves. 

Connolly  attributed  the  US's  activ- 
ity in  the  Middle  East  to  a  desire  to 
quell  anti-capitalist  sentiment,  part 
of  an  American  plan  to  halt  the  de- 
velopment of  socialized  economies. 
He  cited  the  war  in  Yugoslavia  as  an 
example. 

Whatever  the  case,  both  speak- 
ers agree  that  the  US  has  long  had 
an  eye  on  controlling  the  area.  In 
regards  to  the  Sept.  11  terrorist  at- 
tacks, "Bush  knew  exactly  this  was 
going  to  happen,"  said  Ja'afar.  "It 
gave  the  US  government  reason  to 
put  permanent  US  bases  in  certain 
parts  of  the  world." 

Despite  growing  US  influence,  the 


three  speakers  expressed  hope  for 
the  growing  anti-war  movement  and 
urged  listeners  to  realize  their  own 
individual  ability  to  oppose  Ameri- 
can occupation  of  Middle  Eastern 
countries.  Said  Valiante,  "The  only 
thing  really  truly  left  to  balance 
what's  going  on,  and  1  think  these 
really  are  evil  times,  is  the  power  of 
the  people." 

Ja'afar  echoed  this  statement, 
rallying  students  to  "not  underes- 
timate your  power  here,  every  stu- 
dent. The  only  power  that  this  elite 
has. ..is  our  lack  of  comprehension  of 
their  power." 

The  lecture  was  sponsored  by  the 
Troops  out  of  Iraq  Committee,  a  U  of 
T  group  dedicated  to  raising  aware- 
ness of  the  US's  exploitation  of  Iraq. 
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Provocative  Manji  divides 
audience 


byNOAMANALI 


Controversial  author  and  televison 
personality  Irshad  Manji  gave  a  talk 
in  the  Great  Hall  at  Hart  House  last 
Thursday  to  a  diverse  audience  of 
400.  Entitled  "Defending  Israel  is 
Defending  Diversity,"  the  event  drew 
both  supporters  and  detractors  of 
Manji's  ideas.  Two  plainclothes  and 
one  uniformed  campus  policemen 
were  on  hand  to  handle  security 
concerns. 

Manji  opened  by  admitting  that  her 
talk,  focusing  on  Islam  and  Israel,  was 
dealing  with  "sensitive,  [and]  deeply 
emotional  subjects."  She  began  by 
mentioning  that  her  new  book,  The 
Trouble  With  Islam,  was  receiving  lots 
of  criticism,  but  also  lots  of  support 
from  Muslims.  Manji  essentially  went 
over  some  details  from  her  book, 
highlighting  her  early  life  when  her 
family,  kicked  out  of  Uganda  because 
of  Idi  Amin's  racist  policies,  moved 
to  Canada.  Early  on  she  attended  a 
madressa  (Islamic  school)  in  Vancou- 
ver, being  taught  that  "women  are  in- 
ferior . . .  [and]  Jews  are  treacherous." 
Manji  left  her  madressa  at  the  age  of 
14,  but  gave  her  Islamic  religion  a 
chance  and  studied  it  for  the  follow- 
ing 20  years.  She  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  it  was  in  serious  need  of  a 
reform,  and  says  her  book  acts  as  a 


"wake-up  call"  to  her  fellow  Muslims. 
Manji  is  promoting  the  concept  of 
ijtihad,  individual  free  thinking. 

Although  many  Muslims  agreed 
with  her  ideas,  very  few  were  in  ac- 
cord with  her  views  on  Israel,  even 
encouraging  her  to  censor  herself 
about  it.  Manji  then  visited  Israel. 
There,  she  said,  she  saw  a  cultural 
diversity  that  "surpasses  even  that 
in  Canada,"  with  road  signs  in  both 
Hebrew  and  Arabic — Israel's  official 
languages.  Muslims  are  allowed  to 
worship  in  the  open,  and  Arabs  and 
Druze  are  given  citizenship,  and 
the  full  rights  of  any  citizen.  Israel, 
Manji  said,  is  a  state  which  allows 
the  freedom  of  religion,  the  freedom 
of  expression,  and  the  freedom  of 
sexual  orientation.  There  are  no  state 
reprisals  for  exercising  these  funda- 
mental rights,  rights  that  are  sorely 
lacking  in  nearby  Arab  and  Islamic 
countries. 

However,  Manji  admitted  that 
"Israel's  critics  do  make... good 
points."  Israel  is  a  military  occupier, 
and  treats  its  minorities  like  second- 
class  citizens.  Nevertheless,  there  is 
a  legal  recourse  for  people  who  feel 
they  have  been  wronged.  Something 
very  important  to  Manji  is  the  fact 
that  Israel  has  facilitated  several 
same-sex  rights,  and  Jerusalem  has 
a  gay  pride  parade.  In  fact,  Israel  re- 


cently decided  to  host  World  Pride 
Day  2005. 

Israel  cannot  be  reduced  to  "black 
and  white,"  Manji  conceded,  but  she 
closed  by  defending  its  "flawed,  im- 
perfect pluralism." 

The  question  and  answer  period 
was  emotionally  charged,  with  one 
Palestinian  student  resorting  to 
incessant  shouting  against  Manji's 
views;  "How  do  4.9  million  Palestin- 
ian refugees,  which  is  the  largest 
population  of  refugees  in  the  world, 
how  does  that  serve  diversity?  A 
security  wall  cutting  off  entire  towns 
and  cities,  how  does  that  serve  diver- 
sity?" Organizers  asked  the  student 
to  leave.  Many  who  attended  the 
event  felt  that  Manji  simply  glossed 
over  Israel's  human  rights  violations, 
and  instead  promoted  its  brighter 
side.  Other  wondered  about  the 
motivations  behind  the  event.  "What 
I  don't  understand  is  why  Hillel,  a 
Jewish  organization,  held  the  event," 
said  Gengis  Seyhun,  the  Students'  Ad- 
ministrative Council  vice-president 
for  UTM.  "What  is  Hillel's  interests 
in  talking  about  Islam,  other  than  to 
spread  hate  and  fear?  If  you  saw  a 
Muslim  organization  hold  an  event 
bashing  Judaism,  the  whole  Jewish 
community  would  cry  Anti-Semi- 
tism. Such  double  standards  should 
no  longer  be  tolerated." 


DEFICIT»  Continued  from  page  I 

the  land,  it  wouldn't,"  said  acting 
president  Mark  McGowan,  who 
noted  that  St.  Mike's  is  the  poorest 
of  U  of  T's  three  federated  colleges, 
Victoria  and  Trinity  being  the  oth- 
er two.  "This  land  is  the  only  major 
asset  we  have,"  said  McGowan, 
adding  that  Victoria  College  makes 
excellent  revenue  through  their 
rental  properties  on  Bloor  Street. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  the  field 
has  been  up  for  sale.  Ten  years 
ago,  the  college  came  very  close 


to  selling  the  property  to  condo 
developing  company  Tridel,  but 
property  values  dropped,  and  the 
deal  collapsed. 

But  students  are  hoping  to  avoid 
losing  their  beloved  field.  "We're 
saying  'look,  take  a  minute,'"  said 
Caroline  Brooks,  collegian  repre- 
sentative for  St.  Michael's  College 
Student  Union.  Brooks,  who  has 
heard  the  price  tag  on  the  prop- 
erty to  be  $35  million,  sees  the 
sale  as  only  a  quick  fix.  "Ten  years 
from  now,  we'll  be  in  the  same  po- 
sition if  they  don't  change  these 


patterns." 

Finances  at  the  college  have 
changed  a  great  deal  as  the  years 
have  gone  by.  In  the  past,  courses 
were  taught  by  Basilian  fathers, 
who  would  give  their  salaries  back 
to  the  college.  This  is  no  longer  the 
case,  and  is  just  one  of  the  rising 
costs  the  college  has  had  to  deal 
with. 

Regardless,  no  buyer  has  been 
found  for  the  field  just  yet.  "Basi- 
cally, it's  a  fishing  expedition,"  said 
McGowan,  "to  see  if  there  were  any 
nibbles." 
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Entrepeneurs 
lookin'  for  love  in 
online  places 


byFEONCHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


What's  love  got  to  do  with  it?  Well, 
that  all  depends  on  what  you 
hope  to  get  out  of  it.  Welcome  to 
Universitysingles.ca,  a  Web  site 
developed  by  university  students 
for  university  students  across  Can- 
ada. Universitysingles.ca  is  the 
brainchild  of  Parag  Shah  and  Ash 
Singh,  two  fourth-year  business 
students  at  Richard  Ivey  School  of 
Business  at  the  University  of  West- 
ern Ontario. 

"There's  a  lot  of  Web  sites 
out  there  such  as  lavalife  and 
Match.com,  but  we  feel  there's 
a  need  to  make  one  just  for  stu- 
dents," said  Shah  in  a  telephone 
interview. 

And  so  they  did.  Shah  and 
Singh  began  brainstorming  ideas 
in  late  spring  and  early  summer 
of  this  year.  Six  months  later  in 
October,  Universitysingles.ca  was 
launched. 

"We  threw  a  launch  party  in 
London  at  the  end  of  October.  It 
was  called  Nuts  and  Bolts.  We  gave 
the  guys  bolts  and  the  girls  nuts. 
The  idea  is  for  the  guys  and  girls 
to  meet  up  and  screw  the  parts," 
explains  Shah. 

So  far,  the  site  has  about  2,000 
members  and  the  number  is  grow- 
ing. Shah  says  a  lot  of  the  mem- 
bers are  from  Western,  but  they 
are  hoping  to  expand  to  include 
U  of  T,  Carleton  and  other  major 
universities.  "80  per  cent  of  our 
members  live  in  Toronto  anyway", 
adds  Shah. 

Universitysingles.ca  has  many 
standardized  features  such  as  on- 
line messaging,  forums,  personal 
ads  and  web  mail.  It  also  has  a 
"Hot  or  Not!"  poll  where  members 
can  rate  from  one  to  ten  whether  a 
picture  of  another  member  is  hot 
or  not.  Another  feature  on  the  site 
worth  checking  out  is  Deals  Lock- 
ers. It  lets  members  know  the  good 
deals  and  classifieds  that  are  hap- 
pening, ranging  from  Chapters  cou- 


pons and  clothing  sales  to  rebates 
on  computers. 

Membership  is  free  but  students 
need  to  be  registered  and  approved 
in  order  to  browse  the  site.  It  is  all 
part  of  the  security  measures  that 
Shah  and  Singh  find  necessary.  Le- 
gitimacy of  the  Web  site  is  very  im- 
portant especially  in  public  online 
forums.  Nobody  wants  weirdos 
and  whackos  looming  the  site,  es- 
pecially when  university  students 
are  potential  targets.  "We  person- 
ally go  through  and  approve  all  the 
people  when  they  sign  up.  There 
are  features  installed  on  the  site 
so  that  derogatory  words  are  cen- 
sored whenever  they  are  detected. 
As  to  the  pictures,  we  can't  check 
if  that  is  in  fact  what  the  person 
looks  like.  All  we  can  do  is  make 
sure  that  what  we  receive  is  100 
per  cent  good,"  explains  Shah. 

Shah  and  his  friends  also  pro- 
duced a  show  recently,  similar  to 
Blind  Date,  called  Mustang  Match.  It 
aired  on  local  television  networks 
in  London  and  was  well  received 
by  university  students  at  Western. 
"It's  two  strangers,  university  stu- 
dents, going  on  a  date.  It's  just  like 
the  TV  show.  The  students  loved  it 
and  there  seems  to  be  a  demand 
for  it,"  says  Shah.  So  much  so  that 
Shah  and  others  are  thinking  of 
promoting  the  show  by  touring. 
They  are  hoping  to  come  to  Toron- 
to and  do  a  show  in  February. 

So  what  do  Shah  and  his  friends 
get  out  of  this?  "We  don't  get  any 
money.  The  money  we  get  from 
sponsors,  we  use  it  to  throw  par- 
ties like  the  Nuts  and  Bolts  to 
promote  the  site.  But  we  don't  ac- 
tually make  any  money.  Besides, 
it  looks  good  on  the  resume.  It's 
good  reference."  Shah  adds,  "And 
it's  fun.  It's  just  a  way  for  uni- 
versity students  to  get  together 
and  have  fun.  People  often  think 
only  geeks  go  online.  We  want  to 
change  that.  You  don't  have  to  go 
to  bars  to  meet  people.  Now  you 
can  meet  people  online  and  have 
a  good  time." 
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Ramandan:  a  path  to 
good  health 


by  JONATHAN  COUTTS-ZAWADZKI 

On  Oct.  27th,  Muslims  around 
the  World  started  giving  up  food 
from  dawn  to  dusk  during  the 
holy  month  of  Ramadan.  Although 
many  take  up  this  fast  for  religious 
reasons,  along  with  it  comes  many 
physical,  mental  and  social  ben- 
efits. 

To  prepare  for  Ramadan,  Muslims 
in  the  Scarborough  area  flocked  to 
the  Centennial  College  Residence 
on  October  19th,  to  listen  to  Sheik 
Ahmad  Kutty,  a  Muslim  scholar.  He 
informed  them  on  how  to  prepare 
for  this  month  of  fasting. 

"The  month  of  Ramadan  is  the 
month  in  which  the  Quaranic  rev- 
elation began,"  Kutty  said.  "The 
Qur'an  was  revealed  during  this 
month,  as  a  source  of  guidance 
with  the  clear  criteria  of  distin- 
guishing truth  from  untruth." 

Professor  Todd  Lawson  who 
teaches  the  Islamic  religion  and 
mystical  Quranic  exegesis  at  U  of 
T  and  McGill,  said  that  one  of  the 
pillars  of  Islam  urges  Muslims  to 
fast  during  the  month  of  Rama- 
dan. Their  Prophet,  Mohammed, 
cleansed  himself  for  30  days  by 
fasting  before  Allah  (God)  gave 
him  the  first  verse  of  the  Qur'an. 

"Fasting  is  ordered  by  God  in 
the  Qur'an  and  it  is  given  as  an  ex- 
ample of  proper  pious  behavior," 
Lawson  said.  "It  is  also  the  Sunna 
("living  example")  of  the  Prophet 
Muhammad." 

Kutty  encourages  Muslims  to 
fast  during  this  time  to  comrnemo- 
rate  Mohammed  receiving  the 
Qur'an  from  Allah,  and  to  cleanse 
their  bodies  of  bad  thoughts,  and 
diseases,  as  well  as  encourage 
generosity,  empathy  and  self-re- 
straint. 

Kutty  said  that  many  benefits 
come  with  fasting,  especially  to 
benefit  one's  health. 

"When  you  reduce  your  con- 
sumption of  food,  you  can  also  get 
rid  of  many  causes  and  complica- 
tions of  diseases,"  he  said. 

Dr.  Greg  Wells,  a  sports  physiolo- 
gist and  PhD.  student  in  exercise 
and  respiratory  physiology  at  U  of 
T,  confirms  this  belief  that  fasting 
makes  your  body  healthier. 

"It  gives  your  digestive  tract  a 
break,"  he  said.  "Your  digestive 
system  is  constantly  working  all 
the  time."  He  continued  that: 
"There  is  quite  a  bit  of  left  over 
waste  products  in  your  system 
that  basically  stay  there  forever. 
When  you  fast,  it  gives  your  body 
a  chance  to  loosen  those  up  and 
clean  the  walls  of  the  system  and 


eliminate  some  of  the  stuff  that 
might  not  get  a  chance  to  be  elimi- 
nated." 

Along  with  resting  your  digestive 
tract  and  cleansing  your  system  of 
waste,  Wells  also  recommends 
fasting  in  order  to  get  rid  of  bacte- 
rial diseases. 

"If  you  have  any  sort  of  digestive 
issues  at  all,  a  fast  will  certainly 
help  your  body  fight  that  off,"  he 
said.  "You  might  have  bacteria  in 
your  digestive  system  and  bacteria 
uses  food  the  same  way  that  we 
do.  So  if  you  starve,  the  bacteria 
in  your  system  die  and  it  will  help 
your  body  clean  itself  out." 

Kutty  also  said  that  giving  up 
food  for  a  given  period  of  time 
requires  a  great  amount  of  self- 
restraint  and  encourages  Muslims 
to  be  better  people  by  controlling 
one's  urges. 

For  Kutty,  Ramadan  gives  Mus- 
lims the  perfect  opportunity  to 
break  free  of  all  negative  habits 
that  hold  humans  back  from 
achieving  true  happiness  and 
perfection 

At  U  of  T,  Lawson  teaches  that 
along  with  this  self-discipline,  the 
holy  month  of  Ramadan  also  tries 
to  instill  in  Muslims  empathy  for 
the  poor. 

"It  can  be  seen  as  a  moral  and 
ethical  exercise  or  gesture  in  the 
context  of  the  vast  discrepancy 
between  poor  and  wealthy  in  the 
world,"  Lawson  said,  "for  all  mem- 
bers of  the  human  family  to  volun- 
tarily miss  some  meals  once  a  year, 
to  experience  what  it  is  actually 
like  to  be  hungry." 

Dr.  Walid  Saleh,  who  teaches 
Islamic  thought,  literature,  and 
language  at  U  of  T,  emphasized 
that  this  hunger  of  both  the  rich 
and  poor  Muslims  only  takes  part 
during  the  daytime.  At  nightfall 
during  Ramadan,  many  Muslim 
communities  block  off  roads,  so 
that  Muslims  can  join  together  to 
break  their  fast  and  share  their 
food  as  a  community,  and  also  feed 
the  poor.  Both  Kutty  and  Saleh 
mentioned  that  the  best  Muslim 
dishes  are  served  at  these  nightly 
events. 

"Imagine  Thanksgiving  every 
day  for  30  days,"  Saleh  says.  He 
also  said  that  Ramadan  encour- 
ages families  and  friends  to  spend 
more  time  together.  "Imagine  that 
people  stay  up  all  night,  visiting, 
taking  walks,  playing  games,  and 
doing  things  one  doesn't  usually 
do,  spending  time  with  family  and 
friends  because  this  is  what  you  do 
in  Ramadan. " 

Saleh  also  mentioned  that  many 


religions  throughout  the  World, 
practice  fasting  at  different  times 
of  the  year.  The  Christians  fast 
during  Lent,  the  Jews  during  Yom 
Kippur  and  many  Hindu  groups  at 
different  times. 

"Moderation,  the  desire  to  stop 
eating,  must  have  been  one  of  the 
reasons  why  religions  advocate 
fasting,"  Saleh  said. 


The  ACME  Anvil 


PENDARYOUSEFI 


by  BROOKES  MERRITT 


This  week's  anvil  gets  tossed  on 
the  phallus  of  my  flat-mate,  and  on 
/  in  the  genitals  of  every  slovenly 
flat-mate  that  anyone's  ever  had  to 
live  with. 

There's  only  one  thing  more 
repulsively  unhygienic  than  stray 
roommate  hairs  showing  up 
where  they  don't  belong:  stray 
roommate  pubic  hairs  showing 
up— anywhere  at  all. 

To  those  of  you  who  are 
forced  to  share  a  bathroom  with 
others:  have  the  decency  to  keep 
yourself  trimmed.  Keep  your 
pubes  off  the  toilet  seat;  use  your 
own  bar  of  soap,  and  either  keep  it 
pube-free,  or  keep  it  out  of  sight. 

If  you're  prone  to  pubic 
shedding,  you  must  develop  a 
strategy  of  pubic  reconnaissance. 
Seek  out  your  curly  rogue  penis 
ties  and  coarse  box  whiskers, 
and  destroy  any  evidence  of  their 
existence  outside  the  perimeters 
of  Camp  Labia  or  Fort  Scrotum. 

The  only  circumstance  under 
which  we  should  ever  dismiss  an 
AWOL  pube  is  when  it's  managed 
to  hang  onto  your  chin,  sneak 
between  your  teeth,  or  find  refuge 
in  your  nostrils  after  oral  sex. 

Otherwise — keep  your  pubes 
in  the  toilet,  and  off  the  Dove. 


7726  ACME  Anvil  is  a  weekly 
rant  addressed  to  those  who 
should  be  clobbered  over  the 
head  with  an  anvil  and  left  to 
die  in  the  ditch  on  the  side  of 
an  abandoned  road. 
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Right  to  cancel 
conference 

Re:  Palestinian  conference 
killed  by  Student  Affairs  at  last 
minute  (Nov.  24) 

On  behalf  of  Hillel,  1  applaud  the 
decision  of  Student  Affairs  to 
cancel  the  scheduled  Al-Awda 
conference. 

As  evidenced  by  its  diverse 
and  open  programming,  Hillel 
has  consistently  supported  free- 
dom of  expression,  a  freedom 
that  according  to  the  university's 
Statement  of  Freedom  of  Speech 
includes  "the  right  to  examine, 
question,  investigate,  speculate, 
and  comment  on  any  issue  with- 
out reference  to  prescribed  doc- 
trine." By  denying  entrance  to 
those  with  opposing  viewpoints, 
the  conference  organisers  were 
denying  dissenters  their  freedom 
of  expression.  This  is  particu- 
larly ironic  as  one  of  the  confer- 
ence sessions  was  dedicated  to 
"fighting  the  criminalization  of 
dissent." 

I  also  applaud  Student  Affairs 
because  Al-Awda,  by  restricting 
entrance  based  on  personal  be- 
liefs, has  broken  the  university's 
Policy  of  Recognition  of  Student 
Groups.  This  is  a  policy  that  all 
student  groups  including  Hillel 
have  signed.  By  restricting  en- 
trance to  its  conference,  Al-Awda 
has  broken  a  contract  with  the 
university.  The  university  is 
therefore  obliged  to  take  action. 

For  both  moral  and  legalist  rea- 
sons I  support  Student  Affairs. 

Adam  Cutler 

Student  Coordinating  Committee 
Immediate  Past-Ctiair„  Hillel  at 
tfie  Wolfond  Centre,  University 
of  Toronto 


Patience  by  the 
boatload 

Re:  Our  Mistake  (Nov.  24) 

Carsey  Yee  is  either  overly  sensi- 
tive or  needs  a  lesson  in  colloquial- 
isms. We  all  know  that  immigrants 
tend  to  come  by  air  these  days. 
The  term  "boatloads"  just  means 
"many  people  coming  at  one  time." 
One  could  just  as  easily  have  said 
"boatloads  of  McMaster  students 
arrived  at  U  of  T  for  the  big  game"  ° 
even  though  Hamilton  is  less  than 
an  hour  away  by  car. 

Cynthia  Cheng 


Does  B'nai  Brith 
run  U  of  T? 


The  cancellation  of  the  al-Awda 
conference  last  weekend  was  ut- 
terly reprehensible.  And  Mr.  Birge- 
neau's  explanation  was  downright 
insulting.  Where  was  Mr.  Birgeneau 
and  his  "free  speech"  when  Hil- 
lel invited  Natan  Sharansky  to  a 
limited  event  which  most  students, 
me  included,  didn't  even  know 
about  until  after  it  took  place?  Also 
note  that  al-Awda  has  organized 
several  events  in  the  past  that  were 
open  to  everyone,  and  where  there 
were  debates  on  all  issues  relating 
to  the  Middle  East  conflict.  1  know 
because  I  have  personally  attended 
them. 

The  most  dangerous  issue  at 
hand  here  is  that  no  students  on 
campus  formally  protested  the 
conference.  As  it  turns  out.  Student 
Affairs'  concern  for  "free  speech" 
was  as  a  result  of  pressure  from  an 
outside  group  called  B'nai  Brith. 
That  raises  a  very  important  ques- 
tion. Is  the  job  of  Student  Affairs 
and  Mr.  Birgeneau  to  protect  our 
university  and  our  small  com- 
munity as  a  place  for  students  to 
interact  peacefully  away  from  any 
outside  pressure  and  political 
lobby  groups?  Or  is  their  job  to  be 
(pardon  the  term)  "puppets"  of 
B'nai  Brith? 

Once  we  allow  outside  groups 
like  B'nai  Brith  to  dictate  to  U  of  T 
how  it  should  run  its  affairs,  then 
we  have  lost  U  of  T  as  an  oasis  of 
peace  and  neutrality  where  we 
can  all  interact  and  exchange  our 
diverse  opinions  and  beliefs. 

Peter  Riad 
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A  dead  end  on  the  path  to  peace 


tiaBRAMGREENSPOOM 


"One  does  not  judge  a  democracy 
by  the  way  its  soldiers  immediately 
react...  One  judges  a  democracy 
by  the  way  its  courts  react,  in  the 
dispassionate  cool  of  judicial  cham- 
bers... For  the  first  time  in  Mideast 
history,  there  is  an  independent 
judiciary  willing  to  listen  to  griev- 
ances of  Arabs — that  judiciary  is 
called  the  Israeli  Supreme  Court." 
— Alan  Dershowitz 

Hazem  Jamjoum's  article,  "Liberal 
Racism  on  Campus,"  represents 
the  wrong  approach  to  the  Israeli- 
Palestinian  conflict.  Mr.  Jamjoum's 
gross  misquotation  of  former 
Israeli  Prime  Minister  Golda  Meir 
draws  into  question  the  accuracy 
of  his  article  in  general.  Moreover, 
I  see  no  reason  to  criticize  Mrs. 
Meir's  observation.  She  was  reiter- 
ating what  Arab  leaders  had  been 
saying  for  years.  Ahmed  Shuqeiri, 
past  chairman  of  the  FLO,  speak- 
ing to  the  UN  in  1956,  said,  "It  is 
common  knowledge  that  Palestine 
is  nothing  but  southern  Syria." 
Syrian  President  Hafez  Assad 
repeated  this  statement  in  1977, 
saying,  "There  is  no  such  thing 
as  a  Palestinian  People,  there  is 
no  Palestinian  entity,  there  is  only 
Syria."  These  are  not  the  views 
of  Israel;  they  are  the  views  of 
historical  Arabic  leaders  in  the 
Middle  East. 

It  has  been  the  Arab  leaders,  not 
Israel,  who  have  denied  the  Pal- 
estinians the  right  of  statehood. 
Since  the  UNSCOP  recommenda- 
tion to  divide  Palestine  into  two 
parts,  Arab  leaders  have  rejected 
a  two  state  solution  as  ardently 


as  they  have  rejected  Israel's 
existence  and  demanded  its  de- 
struction. A  solution  that  does 
not  seek  two  states  is  a  rejection 
of  Israel's  existence.  Attempts  to 
bring  about  such  a  solution  will 
prevent  any  meaningful  peace. 

Organized  protests  in  opposi- 
tion to  "apartheid"  in  Israel  are 
ignorant.  Within  Israel,  the  Arab 
minority  are  full  citizens  who 
enjoy  equal  rights.  Arabs  are  rep- 
resented in  the  Knesset,  and  have 
served  in  the  Cabinet,  high-level 
foreign  ministry  posts  and  on  the 
Supreme  Court.  These  are  unde- 
niable facts.  No  other  conclusion 
can  be  drawn  except  that  Israel 
treats  its  Arab  citizens  fairly  and 
equally,  which  is  more  than  can 
be  said  for  any  Arab  state  in  the 
Middle  East. 

The  "More 
Humus  Less 
Hamas''  campaign 
acknowledges  the  fact 
that  peace  will  not  be 
achieved  by  violent 
means. 

The  opportunity  for  Palestin- 
ians to  build  a  democratic  society 
alongside  Israel  will  never  come 
to  fruition  if  Palestinian  Authority 
Chairman  Yasser  Arafat  continues 
to  spend  vast  amounts  of  aid  dol- 
lars on  promoting  hatred  of  Israel. 
Hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars 
that  are  intended  to  rebuild  an 
impoverished  society  are  used 
instead  to  bolster  terrorist  groups 
and    fund    television  programs 


and  textbooks  that  indoctrinate 
hatred,  violence,  and  martyrdom. 
Instead  of  Palestinians  demand- 
ing the  resources  to  which  they 
are  entitled,  they  condemn  Israeli 
occupation  for  the  cause  of  their 
poverty.  Palestinian  families  are 
told  that  Israel  is  their  enemy 
while  their  "government"  robs 
them  blind. 

It  is  true  that  resistance  to  op- 
pression is  a  moral  right.  What 
most  who  object  to  Israel's  poli- 
cies fail  to  understand,  or  choose 
to  ignore,  is  that  Jews,  let  alone 
the  state  of  Israel,  would  not  exist 
without  thousands  of  years  of  re- 
sistance to  oppression.  Israel  has 
no  desire  to  subject  others  to  the 
sort  of  oppression  that  the  Jewish 
people  have  endured.  Palestinian 
hatred  should  be  directed  towards 
the  real  oppressors:  the  Arab 
autocrats  throughout  the  Middle 
East.  The  improbability  of  such  a 
shift  explains  why  there  has  been 
no  advancement  in  peace  negotia- 
tions. 

If  a  peaceful  settlement  is 
achieved  between  Israel  and  the 
Palestinians,  it  will  not  be  the 
result  of  terrorist  acts.  Nor  will  it 
be  the  result  of  continual  rejection 
of  Israel's  existence.  The  "More 
Humus  Less  Hamas"  campaign 
acknowledges  the  fact  that  peace 
will  not  be  achieved  by  violent 
means.  The  road  to  peace  will 
begin  when  the  Palestinians  and 
the  Arab  world  chooses  diplomacy 
with,  not  the  rejection  of,  Israel  as 
a  legitimate  state. 

Abram  Greenspoon  is  a  fourth 
year  student  in  Political  Science 
and  History 


Both  sides  must  stop  conflict 


byVALERYKISILEVSKY 


Reading  Hazam  Jamjoum's  article 
Liberal  Racism  on  Campus  (Nov.  17),  I 
felt  deeply  disturbed,  and  not  just  be- 
cause of  the  hateful  message  it  carries, 
but  also  because  of  the  alleged  quote 
Jamjoum  used  in  his  preface.  Some- 
how my  knowledge  of  Golda  Meir's 
way  of  expression  did  not  settle  down 
with  those  words. 

Actually,  I  was  so  disturbed  that  I 
went  to  the  microfilm  section  at  the 
Toronto  Reference  Library  and  re- 
trieved the  cited  article.  Surprisingly, 
I  found  that  Meir  never  said  what  was 
attributed  to  her  by  Jamjoum's  mis- 
leading pseudo-quote.  Moreover,  she 
said  quite  the  opposite.  Asked  about 
Israel's  relation  to  the  Palestinian 
cause,  Meir  said  "There  was  no  such 
thing  as  Palestinian  people...//  was 
not  as  though  there  was  a  Palestinian 
people  in  Palestine  considering  itself 
as  a  Palestinian  people  and  we  came 
and  threw  them  out  and  took  their 
country  away  from  them.  They  did  not 
exist  [Italics  mine,  V.K.]." 

Without  getting  into  this  statement 
about  the  historical  origins  of  Pales- 
tinian self-definition  (which  has  a  very 
solid  empirical  basis),  I  would  like  to 
comment  about  the  general  message 
carried  in  the  article.  None  of  the  so- 
called  "liberal  racists,"  according  to 
Jamjoum  is  denying  the  legitimacy  of 
the  Palestinian  national  movement  or 
the  suffering  of  the  Palestinian  people, 
nor  is  anyone  claiming  for  the  integra- 
tion of  Israeli-Arabs  to  be  perfect. 

The  only  racism  introduced  into  the 
dialogue  is  the  one  expressed  by  Jam- 
joum himself.  His  dichotomist  view 
is  simply  anti-Semitic.  Anti-Semitic, 
because  it's  damaging  both  sides  of 
this  Semitic  conflict.  Yes,  both  sides. 


Both  sides,  because  when  a  Palestin- 
ian bomb  is  exploding  in  an  Arab 
restaurant  in  Haifa,  both  sides  suffer 
equally.  Bombs  do  not  differ  blood 
from  blood.  The  miserable  attempt 
to  blame  all  the  responsibility  on  one 
side  and  ignore  the  injustice  of  the 
other  is  only  adding  to  hatred  and 
violence,  and  not  to  the  overcoming 
of  them.  I  suggest  to  all  those  who 
are  interested  in  the  region's  good  to 
focus  on  bridge  building,  despite  the 
disagreement.  You  won't  believe  how 
easy  it  is  once  you  try. 

Three  weeks  ago  an  Israeli-Arab 
(by  his  own  definition)  wished  me  the 
best  in  my  service  in  the  IDF.  He  did  so 
after  we  both  initiated  and  established 
an  Arab-Jewish  community  centre, 
located  in  a  neighborhood  where 
Jewish  families  are  living  next  door 
to  Arab  ones.  It  is  possible  to  do  only 
when  people  choose  to  overcome 
their  fears  and  historic  grudges, 
and  dedicate  themselves  to  a  better 
future.  This  is  impossible  to  achieve 
with  hate,  as  precisely  expressed  by 
Jamjoum.  It  is  also  impossible  with 
violence,  oppression  and  terror  Both 
sides  must  stop  it,  because  one-sided 
initiatives  will  always  fail.  This  was 
exactly  the  message  carried  by  the 
"More  Humus,  Less  Hamas"  campaign. 
It  was  not  the  message  expressed 
by  the  Arab  students  that  protested 
against  it.  1  agree  that  their  protest 
should  not  be  ignored;  if  this  campus 
is  to  seek  justice,  it  must  denunciate 
it,  not  just  ignore  it.  So,  Mr  Jamjoum, 
why  don't  we  both  meet  over  humus 
and  try  to  find  a  positive  approach  to 
both  sides'  problems? 

Valery  Kisilevsky  is  an  Innis  col- 
lege first  year  student  in  Poltical 
Science  and  Economics 
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by  IAN  HA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Swimming  won't  let  go  of  Iris  Elliot. 
At  least  not  yet.  A  year  after  sus- 
taining a  neck  injury  that  almost 
killed  her  and  put  her  promising 
Olympic-bound  swimming  career  on 
hold,  the  third  year  mechanical  engi- 
neering student  still  craves  its  highs. 

"I  still  find  it  very,  very  addictive," 
she  said,  her  face  animated.  "One  of  the 
things  1  enjoyed  most  about  swimming  is 
once  in  a  while  a  swim  meet  goes  really, 
recilly  well.  Being  in  the  zone  is  abso- 
lutely amazing.  You're  flying  through  the 
water.  You're  flying.  For  me,  that's  the 
most  addictive  reason  to  ever  swim." 

Iris  is  a  powerful,  broad-shouldered 
woman,  blessed  with  a  physique  that 
suits  the  short  freestyle  sprints  she  ex- 
cels at.  Iris  is  introverted  and  reserved, 
quick  to  blush.  But  once  comfortable, 
will  sprinkle  her  conversation  with 
glib  self-deprecation  and  sudden 
bursts  of  exuberance,  often  physical. 
She  recounts  her  most  embarrassing 
swimming  moment  at  her  first  provin- 
cial championships  at  age  13,  with  an 
undulating  voice  and  dramatic  hand 
gestures. 

"It  was  a  disaster,"  she  said  laughing, 
cheeks  red.  An  inadvertent  PA  announce- 
ment confused  her  into  thinking  a  false 
start  had  been  called.  "I  was  up  looking 
around,  and  nobody  else  was  stopping, 
and  1  thought  'Oh  no!'  and  1  kept  on  go- 
ing. I  didn't  even  make  the  standard. 
You  have  to  make  a  standard  just  to  go  to 
the  meet,  and  then  when  1  swam,  1  swam 
slower  than  the  standard." 

She  quickly  moved  beyond  the  mis- 
hap, however,  and  soon  torpedoed  to 
success:  provincial  and  national  hon- 
ours, a  place  among  the  best  Varsity 
Blues  swimmers,  a  rare  team  captain- 
ship in  her  second  year. 

Beneath  the  accomplishments  is  a 
fiery  competitiveness.  She's  happiest 
when  she  swims  fast.  She  set  her  sights 
on  the  2004  Olympics.  "1  wanted  to  work 
really  hard  and  succeed,"  she  said. 

And  to  do  so  she  stretched  her  engi- 
neering degree  over  six  years  to  accom- 
modate her  demanding  six-day-a-week 
practice  schedule,  three  to  five  hours  a 
day.  Things  were  going  well.  She  swam 


a  personal  best  in  Edmonton,  at  the 
national  championships  in  the  last  week 
of  November,  2002,  and,  if  she  made  the 
final,  would  have  placed  5'^  in  the  coun- 
try. She  was  happy.  But  the  triumph 
would  be  overshadowed  by  the  follow- 
ing week's  drama  sparked  by  a  genetic 
disorder  Iris  has  carried  for  most  of  her 
swimming  life. 

Iris  has  Klippel  Fell  Syndrome,  a 
congenital  disease  that  fused  her  neck 
vertebrae  into  two  chunks  of  three 
and  four.  The  inflexibility  adds  stress 
and  wear  over  the  years,  at  the  point 
of  contact  between  the  two  units.  She 
told  the  Blues  team  when  she  arrived, 
undergoing  physiotherapy  for  remedy. 
Routine  stretching  would  sometimes 
send  tingles  down  her  arms,  but  she 
continued  to  swim  without  complica- 
tions, and  didn't  think  anything  serious 
would  come  of  it. 

But  things  changed,  suddenly  and 
frighteningly,  on  the  evening  of  Decem- 
ber 6, 2002. 

It  was  a  Friday,  the  last  day  of  the  fall 
season.  Byron  MacDonald,  the  varsity 
coach,  decided  to  end  practice  with  a 
fun  game  of  inner-tube  relays. 

Iris  stood  on  deck,  waiting  and  posi- 
tioning her  body  to  receive  the  six-feet 
inner  tube  from  her  incoming  teammate. 
She  jumped  into  the  water,  intending 
to  do  a  belly  flop.  With  her  hands  out- 
stretched she  instinctively  closed  her 
eyes. 

But  she  changed  positions  midair,  her 
head  now  at  a  downward  angle  to  the 
inner  tube.  The  impact,  innocuous  for 
most,  was  enough  to  misplace  her  fragile 
neck  and  hit  her  spinal  cord. 

Her  arms  hung  lifeless  over  the  tube. 
Miraculously,  she  did  not  slip  through. 
She  was  conscious  but  paralyzed  from 
the  neck  down.  She  couldn't  feel  the 
water.  Her  body  was  numb. 

"Oh  my  god.  Oh  my  god,"  she 
screamed.  Swimmers  passed  her  by,  the 
air  thick  with  yells  and  screams  of  fun 
from  the  other  swimmers,  unbeknownst 
to  the  situation  at  hand. 

"Com'on  Iris,  move,  let's  go,"  said  Mac- 
Donald,  who  was  immediately  in  front  of 
her  on  deck  and  initially  unaware  of  the 
grave  circumstance. 

"1  can't  move,  1  can't  move."  Her  voice 
panicked.  Tears  filled  her  eyes. 


Realizing  what  happened,  MacDonald 
called  Dave  Ling,  a  varsity  swimmer  and 
professional  lifeguard,  to  orchestrate 
the  recovery.  The  growing  crowd  was 
dispersed  and  the  deck  cleared.  Pool 
manager  Jennifer  Leek  jumped  into  the 
water,  along  with  Ling.  With  his  fore- 
arms on  her  sternum  and  back.  Iris's 
head  was  held  in  place  and  positioned 
on  a  spinal  board,  the  tube  deflated  by 
scissors,  and  she  was  slowly  placed  on 
deck  and  draped  with  towels  to  keep 
warm. 

Her  arms  hung 
lifeless  over  the  tube. 
Miraculously,  she 
did  not  slip  through. 
She  was  conscious 
but  paralyzed  from 
the  neck  down.  She 
couldn't  feel  the  water. 
Her  body  was  numb. 

Iris  vividly  remembers  it  all.  "You  feel 
like  wet  spaghetti.  It's  a  very  out-of-body 
experience  because  you  can  see  things 
but  you  can't  feel  anything.  It's  like  lying 
on  your  arm  during  the  night  and  you 
wake  up  in  the  morning  and  you  can't 
feel  it.  You  can  touch  it,  you  can  feel 
that  your  right  hand  is  touching  your 
left  hand,  but  you  can't  feel  with  your 
right  hand. " 

Iris  began  to  sense  the  cool  wooden 
board  after  15  minutes.  It  was  a  good 
sign.  But  the  pins  and  needles  that 
would  continue  for  a  week  were  painful 
for  the  first  two  days.  Even  now  she's  still 
relearning  sensation.  "If  1  go  like  this," 


she  said,  touching  her  forearm,  "it's  not 
the  correct  feel."  It  will  take  time  to  know 
her  body  again. 

The  team  would  come  together  behind 
her.  Hospital  visits  were  frequent,  and,  in 
an  extraordinary  show  of  support,  the 
team  imprinted  the  initials  I.  E.  on  their 
jerseys  and  wore  them  at  the  Ontario 
University  and  Canadian  Interuniversity 
championships.  "It's  something  that's 
really  helped  me  through  this  thing.  You 
get  to  see  how  much  of  an  imprint  you've 
made  on  people." 

An  operation  was  slated  for  the  sum- 
mer, but  was  postponed  until  September 
due  to  SARS,  delaying  her  return. 

She  wears  a  halo  made  of  rods  around 
her  neck  and  head  now,  a  healing  mea- 
sure after  invasive  surgery  that  required 
titanium  plates  be  inserted  to  keep  her 
fused  vertebrae  in  place.  It  has  its  advan- 
tages. "1  come  with  a  wrench  now,"  she 
said,  lifting  her  shirt  to  reveal  a  wrench 
taped  to  her  plastic  abdomen  encasing 
that  is  used  in  case  of  emergencies. 

She  wants  to  be  back  in  the  pool.  But 
re-injury  is  a  frightening — and  real — 
possibility.  "I  really  like  the  feeling  of 
floating,  of  not  dealing  with  gravity,  but 
I'm  not  willing  to  risk  not  being  able  to 
walk  on  my  own  again." 

Soon  after  the  accident,  she  would 
watch  practices  in  a  neck  brace,  even 
helping  to  officiate  swim  meets — any- 
thing to  be  close  to  the  water,  to  bring  a 
sense  of  normalcy  to  a  life  that  suddenly 
was  anything  but  normal.  She  still  goes 
to  the  pool,  still  crack  jokes.  A  sense  of 
connection  is  important  to  her 

"Quitting  a  sport  you've  been  doing 
20  hours  a  week  on  cold  turkey  is  re- 
ally quite  difficult.  It's  essentially  a  drug. 
You're  getting  endorphins,  and  I  was 
missing  all  those  sorts  of  things.  You 
have  all  these  crazy  mood  swings." 
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Iris  competing  last  year.  She  may  never  return  to  swimming. 
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Time  heals  all  wounds,  goes  the  say- 
ing, but  it  also  gives  the  opportunity  to 
raise  new  questions.  Lying  immobile  the 
first  three  days,  Iris  pondered  the  inco- 
herence of  it  all.  And  like  many  placed  in 
a  situation  not  of  their  making,  of  opaque 
circumstance  and  consequences  borne 
out  of  randomness,  Iris  questioned: 
why? 

Her  voice  lowers.  "Why  things  occur, 
chaos,  religion,  or  whatever  you  want  to 
call  it,  you  definitely  consider  whether 
there  is  some  supreme,  omnipresent, 
omnipotent  force  that's  controlling  ev- 
erything and  shooting  dice.  You  think 
about  it." 

It  is  maybe  an  irony  for  Iris,  an  athlete 
so  in  tune  with  her  body,  so  in  control 
of  it,  to  have  her  body  so  abruptly  taken 
away. 

As  much  as  it  has  frustrated,  the  event 
has  given  her  a  greater  dimension  of 
feeling,  a  deeper  empathy.  It  has  given 
as  well  as  taken  away.  "It  gives  you  a 
better  appreciation  of  others  who  have 
disabilities.  It  gives  you  a  different  out- 
look on  life." 

There  is  no  trace  of  bitterness  in  her 
voice.  She  smiles,  she  jokes,  she  seems 
genuinely  thankful  for  the  return  of 
movement,  however  limited.  Even  now 
the  memory  of  that  fateful  day  is  recited 
with  cool,  clinical  detachment — even 
with  self-deprecating  humour. 

The  routine  of  setting  her  clock  to  4:44 
a.m.  ("I  like  palindromes  a  lot")  in  giddy 
anticipation  to  next  day's  practice  is 
gone.  The  balance  offered  by  swimming 
is  now  off  kilter,  and  she  stands  in  deli- 
cate equipoise  between  the  immediate 
void  left  by  swimming  and  a  new  future, 
possibly,  without  it. 

Things  change,  start  afresh,  settle  to 
an  equilibrium.  Iris  senses  a  new  begin- 
ning, a  new  start.  But  her  swimming  ca- 
reer faces  an  indefinite  future.  She  hasn't 
ruled  out  returning  to  the  water— she 
loves  it  too  much  not  to — but  under- 
stands her  heightened  vulnerability. 

Despite  her  ordeal,  the  sleepless 
nights,  the  agony  of  recovery,  the  love  of 
swimming  is  still  palatable,  still  present. 
"I  think  everybody  should  have  some- 
thing they're  passionate  about,"  she 
said.  Her  eyes  widen.  "I'm  very  lucky 
that  1  found  something  that  I'm  just  so 
passionate  about." 
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Atomic  actors  come  to  the  big  screen 


Researchers  watch  solid  shake  itself  apart  as  it  melts 
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The  first  atomic  view  of  a  solid  clianging  into  a  liquid  is  shown 
here  through  a  combination  of  real  data  and  illustrations.  The 
black  and  white  images  show  the  raw  data  obtained  by  probing 
the  aluminum  with  electrons.  The  colorful  ripple  patterns  show 
the  transition  from  order  to  disorder  characteristic  of  melting. 
Before  the  material  is  heated  (top),  regular  peaks  in  these 
patterns  reflect  the  orderly  spacing  of  atoms  in  the  solid  state. 
After  heating,  these  regular  peaks  disappear  (bottom),  showing 
that  the  material  has  become  a  disorderly  liquid.  To  the  right  of 
each  colored  pattern  is  a  drawing  showing  how  individual  atoms 
are  arranged  in  the  material  at  each  stage. 


Delving  DEEP  into  engineering 


Secrets  of  sticky 
semen 

Chimpanzees  are  promiscuous,  and 
male  chimps  have  evolved  a  number 
of  ways  to  ensure  that  other  chimps 
don't  impregnate  the  females  they 
mate  with.  In  addition  to  having  tes- 
ticles three  times  the  size  of  humans, 
chimps  have  semen  that  solidifies. 
After  mating,  the  ejaculate  will  form 
a  solid  plug  inside  a  female's  vagina, 
preventing  any  other  sperm  from 
reaching  the  egg.  The  semen  at  the 
front  of  the  spurt  contains  enzymes 
that  break  down  other  male's  plugs, 
whereas  the  rest  contains  the  pro- 
teins that  create  the  solid.  Research- 
ers are  studying  how  fast  the  genes 
coding  for  the  proteins  will  evolve. 
-ZOE  CORMIER 
Source:  Science 

People  riddled 
with  chemicals 

A  UK  study  found  that  the  blood  of 
every  single  person  tested  contained 
potentially  harmful  man-made 
chemicals.  Researchers  found  that 
all  155  people  tested  had  at  least  nine 
dangerous  compounds  in  their  blood, 
including  PCBs  and  flame  retardants. 
The  average  person  had  30  chemicals 
in  their  system.  Almost  99  per  cent  of 
them  had  the  dangerous  pesticide 
DDT  floating  through  their  veins. 
-ZC 

Source:  New  Scientist 


Glowing  GM  pet  to  be 
sold  in  US 

By  January  the  first  genetically 
modified  pet  will  be  on  the  market 
in  the  U.S.  The  animal  is  a  zebra  fish 
that  was  developed  in  Singapore  to 
test  for  water  pollution.  The  fish, 
called  GloFish,  glows  red  in  the 
presence  of  certain  toxins  in  the 
water.  Zebra  fish  are  normally  black 
and  silver,  but  scientists  managed  to 
insert  a  gene  for  the  red  colour  from 
sea  anemones.  They  say  it  could  be 
possible  to  give  the  animal  the  ca- 
pability to  change  to  as  many  as  five 
different  colours  depending  on  the 
pollutants  present  in  its  water. 
-ZC 

Source:  New  Scientist 
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by  DAVID  SHIGA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


U  of  T  researchers  have  created  an 
unprecedented  movie  of  what  hap- 
pens when  a  solid  changes  into  a 
liquid  on  the  atomic  scale. 

Dwayne  Miller  of  the  Depart- 
ments of  Chemistry  and  Physics 
and  his  coworkers  fired  short  laser 
pulses  at  a  thin  film  of  aluminum, 
then  tracked  what  happened  as 
the  material  melted.  Their  findings 
graced  the  cover  of  the  Nov.  21  is- 
sue of  the  journal  Science. 

The  new  technique  has  allowed 
them  to  witness  some  never-be- 
fore-seen details  of  the  melting 
process.  Shortly  after  melting,  for 
example,  the  aluminum  seems  to 
retain  a  faint  memory  of  its  former 
orderly  arrangement  before  it  gets 
completely  washed  away  by  the 
unruly  motion  of  the  atoms  in  the 
liquid  state. 

Scientists  have  been  able  to  see 
atomic  level  detail  in  the  past, 
but  "they're  usually  talking  about 
molecules  when  they're  not  doing 
anything,"  says  Brad  Siwick,  a  PhD 
student  who  coauthored  the  paper. 
"We're  able  to  capture  the  material 
in  almost  an  instant  of  time.  And  by 
doing  the  experiment  over  and  over 
again  and  capturing  it  at  different 
instants  in  time. ..you  can  basically 
produce  a  movie." 

The  researchers  aren't  able  to 
see  individual  atoms  with  the  tech- 
nique, but  it  does  allow  them  to  de- 
duce details  of  their  arrangement. 
They  can  determine  how  far  apart 
they  are  from  each  other  on  aver- 
age, for  example,  and  how  they  are 
moving  with  respect  to  each  other. 

The  key  to  making  the  movies  is 


by  ELIZABETH  CHEN  

High  school  students  from  the 
GTA  are  participating  in  the 
da  Vinci  Engineering  Enrich- 
ment Program  (D.E.E.P.)  in  the 
Faculty  of  Applied  Science  and 
Engineering  at  the  U  of  T  this 
fall.  In  a  series  of  3-hour  ses- 
sions that  include  lab  activities, 
design  projects,  and  discussions, 
students  have  the  opportunity 
to  explore  some  of  the  cutting- 
edge  research  that's  going  on  in 
Engineering  at  U  of  T,  such  as 
software  design  and  bone  tissue 
engineering. 

"Students  usually  don't  often 
have  an  understanding  of  what 
engineering  really  is  until  they 
are  well  into  their  first  year  of 
undergraduate  studies,"  ex- 
plains Lisa  Romkey,  coordinator 


the  ability  to  create  extremely  short 
snapshots  of  the  system.  Chemical 
reactions  happen  very  quickly,  on 
the  scale  of  a  picosecond,  which 
is  one  trillionth  of  a  second.  Even 
high-speed  cameras  that  can  cap- 
ture a  bullet  in  mid  flight  are  about 
a  billion  times  too  slow. 

Miller's  group  has  pioneered 
a  technique  that  uses  extremely 
short  pulses  of  electrons  to  make 
his  snapshots.  The  electrons  are 
deflected  by  varying  degrees  as 
they  pass  through  the  material, 
building  up  an  image  on  the  screen 
behind  it. 

Each  pulse  lasts  just  0.6  picosec- 
onds. On  this  timescale,  everything 
appears  to  move  very,  very  slowly. 
Even  light  itself,  traveling  at  the 
blistering  speed  of  300,000  km  per 
second,  moves  only  a  hair's  width 
in  one  picosecond. 

A  series  of  still  shots  shows  the 
material  evolving  from  a  solid  to 
a  liquid  over  a  period  of  just  3.5 
picoseconds.  Shortly  after  the  laser 
pulse  hits,  the  material  is  still  solid 
but  the  atoms  are  vibrating  like 
crazy.  Eventually  these  vibrations 
shake  the  material  apart  and  the  at- 
oms begin  to  move  about  randomly 
in  their  new  liquid  state. 

The  technique  should  allow 
movies  to  be  made  of  many  other 
processes  of  interest,  Siwick  says. 
"There's  a  whole  host  of  things  that 
you  might  be  interested  in  studying 
with  this  sort  of  a  technique." 

The  advance  is  "very  exciting 
indeed,"  says  Todd  Stuckless,  a 
chemistry  professor  at  UBC.  It  is 
fast  enough  that  "one  could  obtain 
something  similar  to  'time  lapse 
photography'  of  a  chemical  bond 
being  formed  or  broken." 


of  D.E.E.P.  "This  program  gives 
them  a  preview  to  engineering 
while  complementing  their  cur- 
rent studies  and  meeting  like- 
minded    students   with  similar 
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interests." 

D.E.E.P.  courses  are  taught  by 
graduate  students  from  the  fac- 
ulty who  are  passionate  about 
sharing  their  knowledge.  Many 


of  them  continue  to  pursue 
academic  studies,  and  teaching 
D.E.E.P.  gives  them  a  chance  to 
explore  this  option  in  practice. 
Although  developing  and  deliv- 
ering a  course  is  hard  work,  it  is 
"very  rewarding  to  inspire  young 
minds  in  the  pursuit  of  scientific 
knowledge." 

High  school  students  get  ex- 
posed to  topics,  research,  and 
people  in  engineering  that  they 
would  not  normally  have  access 
to  prior  to  their  undergraduate 
degree.  Justin  Yan,  a  grade  12 
student  from  Agincourt  Colle- 
giate Institute,  is  currently  taking 
Technical  Drawing  for  Engineer- 
ing and  Architectural  Design. 
"The  best  part  of  DEEP  is  that 
there  is  no  homework,"  says  Yan. 
"I'm  really  beginning  to  consider 
engineering  as  a  future  career." 


Truth  is  Stranger  Than  Fiction 


Highly  endangered  and  rarely  seen,  there  are  several  species  of  animals  called  ''river  dolphins. "  These  creatures  are 
not  actually  dolphins,  but  ancient  species  of  whales.  They  live  in  the  Amazon,  Indus,  Ganges,  and  Yangtze  rivers. 
The  Amazonian  river  dolphin,  or  "boto, "  is  also  known  as  the  pink  dolphin  for  its  distinctive  colour  These  animals 
are  fast  disappearing,  however,  threatened  by  pollution,  dams,  and  fishing  nets.  The  Chinese  river  dolphin  is  the  most 
endangered,  numbering  less  than  100  individuals. 
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How  to  build  a  genetic  circuit 


PHOTO  COURTESY  S  DAVIES 

This  is  a  colony  of  E.  coli  bacteria,  cultured  in  a  petri  dish.  Each 
little  line  is  one  bacterium.  A  genetic  circuit  has  been  inserted  into 
each  of  the  bacterial  cells.  The  brighter  ones  are  cells  where  the 
circuit  is  most  active. 


by  JOANNE  TANG 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Can  you  imagine  downloading  mini 
computer  programs  that  could 
monitor  your  blood  sugar  levels, 
watch  for  cholesterol  buildups, 
and  destroy  tumor  cells?  These 
are  some  of  the  ultimate  goals  of 
researchers  who  are  busy  design- 
ing genetic  circuits.  Instead  of  using 
silicon,  they  use  DNA,  the  genetic 
material  of  all  living  things,  to  cre- 
ate intricate  networks  inside  of  a 
cell  that  do  something  specific. 

"We  build  a  circuit  by  getting 
pieces  of  DNA  and  interconnecting 
them,"  says  Dr.  Stephen  W.  Davies, 
an  assistant  professor  at  the  Insti- 
tute for  Biomaterials  and  Biomedi- 
cal Engineering  at  U  of  T. 

Just  as  electrical  engineers  wire 
digital  on-off  switches  of  silicon 
chips  into  complicated  circuits, 
researchers  like  Davies  cut  and 
paste  together  pieces  of  DNA  to 
build  different  genetic  circuits  that 
perform  different  tasks,  such  as 
doing  a  measurement  or  storing 
information.  He  calls  them  "baby 
computers." 

Seema  Nagaraj,  a  graduate 
student  working  in  Davies's  lab, 
opens  a  fridge  to  show  a  bunch 
of  petri  dishes  containing  E.  coli 
bacteria.  Bacterial  cells  are  much 
simpler  than  human  cells,  making 


them  easier  to  use  in  research. 
They  serve  as  the  power  supply 
for  Davies'  genetic  circuit,  which  is 
"inserted"  into  the  bacteria's  DNA. 
There  are  molecules  inside  these 
cells  that  can  bind  to  "control  sites." 
A  control  site  is  a  region  of  DNA  that 
does  not  code  for  a  protein  (like  a 
gene  does),  but  controls  how  much 
a  certain  gene  is  translated  into  its 
corresponding  protein.  Molecules 


that  bind  to  these  control  sites 
can  thereby  direct  protein  produc- 
tion, increasing  or  decreasing  how 
much  a  certain  gene  is  translated, 
and  thus  controlling  the  levels  of  a 
certain  protein  inside  a  cell. 

One  of  the  difficulties  of  building 
genetic  circuits  is  that  circuits  are 
not  always  inserted  properly,  Na- 
garaj explains,  because  of  random 
fluctuations  in  the  levels  of  various 


molecules  inside  a  living  cell.  This 
can  prevent  the  process  from  hap- 
pening like  scientists  want  it  to. 

But  there  are  times  when  fluc- 
tuations may  actually  be  important, 
Davies  says,  particularly  when  we 
could  use  them  to  control  the  activ- 
ity of  viruses.  Viruses  are  not  like 
cells,  and  it  is  debatable  whether 
they  are  even  alive — they  simply 
contain  a  small  amount  of  DNA 
surrounded  by  some  sort  of  protec- 
tive protein  coat.  Viruses  must  go 
through  a  stage  when  they  incor- 
porate themselves  inside  of  cells 
in  order  to  reproduce.  They  use  the 
host  cell's  machinery  to  replicate 
more  viruses.  Many  viruses  have 
a  genetic  switch  that  enables  them 
to  go  from  a  dormant  stage  to  an 
active  one  once  they  are  inside  of 
a  cell. 

But  certain  molecules  inside  the 
host  cell  can  repress  this  activation 
process.  Understanding  how  these 
levels  fluctuate  in  the  cell  becomes 
very  important.  If  researchers 
could  one  day  manipulate  the 
fluctuations  of  such  molecules  in 
order  to  control  the  development  of 
viruses,  they  could  potentially  cure 
many  fatal  diseases. 

"Now  wouldn't  that  be  cool,"  says 
Davies,  "if  we  could  say,  'hey  we  can 
add  this  artificial  genetic  circuit 
[into  our  cells]  to  turn  a  virus  off 
forever,'  that  would  be  good. " 
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Robot  replaces 
receptionists 


A  robot  has  just  been  given  a  job  as 
a  receptionist  at  King's  College  Lon- 
don. Master's  students  at  the  uni- 
versity designed  the  robot,  named 
Inkha,  which  is  composed  of  only  a 
head  and  shoulders.  She  is  driven  by 
nine  motors  and  a  laptop  computer, 
and  uses  hidden  cameras  and  infra- 
red sensors  to  detect  motion.  In  ad- 
dition to  being  able  to  give  directions 
and  answer  simple  questions  about 
the  campus,  the  robot  has  been 
programmed  to  behave  like  a  human 
receptionist.  She  can  chat  to  people 
about  fashion  and  the  weather — if 
she  doesn't  like  your  clothes,  she 
will  "ask  whether  you  got  dressed  in 
the  dark,"  If  she  gets  bored  or  tired, 
she  will  ask  for  a  cup  of  tea. 
-ZOE  CORMIER 
Source:  Nature 
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Urban  behaviour 

U  of  T  student  juggles  one-man  show  with  schoolwork 


bYllSACAVION 


Darrell  Dennis  is  writing  and  star- 
ring in  a  one-man.  multi-character 
semi-autobiographical  play  while 
doing  a  full-time  undergraduate 
degree  at  the  University  of  Toronto. 
He's  running  between  worlds  again, 
and  he  looks  tired. 

Dennis  spoke  to  the  Varsity  be- 
tween a  matinee  performance  of  his 
new  show.  Tales  of  an  Urban  Indian, 
which  dramatizes  his  life  as  an  an- 
gry, drugged-out  young  man  on  the 
rez  and  on  Vancouver's  east  side. 

So  how  did  he  end  up,  older,  wis- 
er, and  prouder,  at  the  University  of 
Toronto? 

"Like  most  things  in  my  life,  1 
thought.  'What  the  hell!'"  he  laughs. 
After  participating  in  the  Transi- 
tional Year  Program,  he  won  a  na- 
tional scholarship  and  decided  to 
stay  for  a  degree  in  Literature  and 
Aboriginal  Studies. 

"I  never  saw  myself  going  to  uni- 
versity," Dennis  says.  "1  dropped 
out  of  school  for  a  reason!  [But] 
after  winning,  1  thought,  I  guess  I'm 
here  for  the  long  haul!  And  it's  been 
great." 

Although  his  theatre  work  to  date 
has  been  largely  autobiographical, 
his  experience  at  U  of  T  informs  it 
"a  hell  of  a  lot.  The  things  1  grew  up 
with  as  my  truth  are  being  taught 
in  an  academic  classroom,  [and  it] 
gives  a  mainstream  validity  to  them 
in  a  lot  of  ways...  I  can  say,  'Yeah, 
1  know  some  things',  despite  the 
past  that  I  have  and  the  life  that  I've 
led,  and  1  shouldn't  feel  like  1  don't 
'belong'." 

U  of  T  "is  certainly  not  the  most 
liberal  school  in  the  country,"  he 
says  ruefully.  "But  there's  a  lot  of 
empowering  stuff  happening  on 
campus,  [like  the  TYP],  for  those 
who  are  not  necessarily  main- 
stream. 1  think  over  the  years, 
I've  come  to  find  a  lot  of  pride  and 
strength  m  my  Native  traditions. 
Going  to  school  now,  I  approach 
it  as  a  Native  man,  with  a  lot  of 


information  about  who  I  am  and 
where  I  come  from,  instead  of  being 
shaped  by  that  or  trying  to  find  my 
identity  from  an  outside  source,"  he 
explains. 

"If  I  [had  gone]  to  university  when 
most  people  do,  I  don't  think  that 
I  would  have  been  able  to  stick  it 
out.  [Now]  1  think  I'm  ready  to  open 
myself  up  to  new  things,  and  realize 
that  there's  a  whole  new  world  out 
there." 

His  new  play  should  open  view- 
ers up  to  a  whole  world  of  Native 
culture  ignored  by  the  mainstream. 
"1  find  a  lot  of  the  stuff  that  is  being 
written  for  Native  actors  falls  into 
one  of  two  stereotypes:  [it's]  either 


the  victimized  Native  who  falls  into 
drugs  and  alcohol  and  [is]  just 
deadly  serious  and  pining  away;  or 
it's  the  other  stereotype  which  is 
the  noble  savage  and  the  mystic," 
Dennis  says. 

"There  are  very  few  roles  that 
actually  show  Native  people  as  hu- 
man beings,  finding  love  and  feeling 
actual  emotions  that  real  people 
feel,  so  I  wanted  to  do  something 
that  showed  that,  that  reflects  the 
humour  in  our  communities  [and 
that]  you  hardly  ever,  ever  see  in 
mainstream  theatre,"  he  notes.  Hu- 
mour is  such  a  survival  mechanism 

See  URBAN  on  page  12 


Dysfunction  drives 
domestic  drama 


by  MELISSA  SHEEPWAY 


Perhaps  this  play  is  called  (nod') 
because  we  all,  at  some  point,  nod 
our  heads  in  agreement.  Yes,  this  is 
my  family. 

With  a  basic  and  universal  plot — 
dysfunctional  family  relationships/ 
the  journey  through  life — {nod} 
speaks  to  everyone.  Yet  the  com- 
bined writing  of  Rick  Roberts,  di- 
rection of  Jacquie  P.A.  Thomas  and 
acting  of  the  five-member  cast  give 
the  basic  story  a  unique  and  unex- 
pected twist. 

Roberts,  star  of  CBC's  An  Ameri- 
can in  Canada  and  playwright  of 
last  year's  runaway  Fringe  festival 
hit  Fish/Wife,  creates  a  shocking 
story  that  pulls  us  into  the  center 
of  a  family  that  is  broken  beyond 
repair.  This  unnamed  family  doesn't 
go  through  the  calm  period  that 
usually  follows  the  death  of  a 
member,  but  instead  forces  itself 
through  a  chaotic  memorial  where 
old  resentments  surface  and  secrets 
are  revealed. 

Under  the  direction  of  Thomas, 
founder  and  artistic  director  of  The- 
atre Gargantua,  all  of  the  different 
elements  of  the  play,  including  song, 
a  short  film  and  movements  that 
can  almost  be  classified  as  dance, 
are  brought  together  in  one  fluid 
production. 

Collectively,  the  cast,  including 
Theatre  Gargantua  members  Erica 
Buss  and  Michael  Spence,  as  well 
as  Marjorie  Campbell,  balances 
the  extreme  personality  of  each 
character,  making  the  wacky  family 
believable.  As  a  whole,  the  play  is 
about  the  dysfunctions  that  plague 
the  family  unit,  which  are  so  embed- 
ded in  the  nature  of  each  character 
that  they  transcend  distance  and 
even  death. 

On  a  character  level,  the  play 
is  about  the  journey  through  life, 
which  can  be  seen  by  the  not-so- 
subtle  metaphorical  transformation 
of  one  of  the  props  from  a  cradle  to 
a  sailboat  to  a  coffin.  This  is  not  to 
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say.  however,  that  Roberts  simpli- 
fies the  stages  of  life.  Rather,  the 
journey  begins  before  birth — Young 
Brother  "appears"  in  photographs 
taken  before  his  conception — and 
certainly  doesn't  end  with  death — 
IVlother  returns  from  the  grave  just 
in  time  for  her  memorial. 

However,  not  every  character  has 
an  obvious  purpose.  The  Tenant, 
the  most  minor  character,  does 
little  to  advance  the  plot,  and  by  the 
end  it  isn't  clear  why  she  refuses  to 
leave  the  house. 

With  a  script  that  nicely  unfolds 
as  the  characters  try  to  keep  their 
heads  above  the  water  that  their 
history  has  immersed  them  in, 
(nod)  truly  is,  as  the  teaser  on  the 
playbill  reads,  "for  anyone  who  has 
ever  had  a  family." 


Film  festival  reels  out  Asian  perspective 


byJEFFMOKLER 


Named  this  year's  "best  small 
festival"  by  A'Oiy  Magazine,  The 
T""  Annual  Toronto  Reel  Asian 
Film  Festival  delivers  touching, 
thought-provoking,  funny,  and 
beautiful  films  that  do  not  nor- 
mally receive  wide  circulation  in 
Canadian  theatres. 

This  year,  the  Reel  Asian  Film 
Festival  received  80  percent  more 
submissions  than  the  previous 
year,  reports  the  festival's  creative 
director  Jane  Kim,  and  it's  evident 
in  the  cajibre  of  the  films  and 
filmmakers  involved.  Among  this 
year's  lineup  is  a  strong  showing 
from  U  of  T  student  and  alumni 
films. 

The  festival  opens  with  a  screen- 
ing of  the  soulful  sc;-fi  film  Robot 
Stories,  written  and  directed  by 
Greg  Pak.  Robot  Stories,  which  has 
received  numerous  awards  (in- 
cluding Best  Film  Award  at  the  San 
Francisco  Korean  American  iVIedia 
Arts  Festival),  contains  four  vi- 
gnette narratives  that  examine  our 


society's  growing  integration  with 
technology.  From  Utopian  visions 
of  eternal  bliss  through  virtual 
reality  to  robot  problem  children, 
Pak  juxtaposes  the  cool  rationality 
of  society  with  the  compassion  of 
machines. 

Also  being  screened  on  open- 
ing night  is  the  short  film  Star  by 
renowned  filmmaker,  artist,  and  U 
of  T  alumni  Helen  Lee.  This  stylish 
and  playful  piece  creates  the  magic 
mood  of  a  child's  imagination. 

Another  film  directed  by  U  of 
T  filmmakers  at  Reel  Asian  is  the 
short  film  Swim  With  Me  by  lona 
Ng,  Eva  Yao  Shan,  and  Liz  Lee. 
This  film,  which  screens  tomorrow 
(Nov.  28)  was  made  as  part  of  their 
involvement  with  Asian  AIDS  Com- 
munity Services  and  Trinity  Square 
Video  and  is  intended  to  help 
spread  HIV  and  AIDS  awareness 
among  Chinese-Canadian  youth. 

Two  short  films  by  U  of  T  student 
Samuel  -Chow,  who  will  receive 
the  Emerging  Artist  Award  at 
this  year's  festival,  are  another 
highlight  of  the  festival.  Banana 


Boy  and  Auditions  To  Be  the  Next 
Canadian  are  both  reflections  of 
the  intersecting  identities  of  a  gay 
first-generation  Chinese-Canadian. 
Having  immigrated  to  Canada  at 
the  age  of  nine.  Chow  is  influenced 
by  both  Canadian  and  Chinese  cul- 
ture, yet  his  films  indicate  that  he  is 
not  fully  accepted  by  either. 

Aside  from  the  U  of  T  contingent, 
other  notable  films  include  The 
Game  of  Their  Lives,  a  must- see 
documentary  directed  by  Daniel 
Gordon  about  the  North  Korean 
soccer  team  that  shocked  the 
world  at  the  1966  World  Cup  soc- 
cer championships  when  they 
defeated  the  Italians.  During  a  time 
when  Communist  countries  were 
not  welcome  in  the  World  Cup,  the 
charismatic  North  Korean  team 
managed  to  capture  the  hearts  and 
support  of  soccer  fans  worldwide. 
This  exciting  and  well-made  film 
documents  the  fascinating  political 
climate  of  North  Korea  during  the 
Cold  War  through  the  incredible 
story  of  these  dedicated  athletes. 

Reel  Asian  also  puts  an  empha- 


U  of  T  filmmakers  Samuel  Chow  and  Elizabeth  Lee. 


sis  on  short  films  with  the  1:99 
series — made  in  response  to  the  ef- 
fect of  SARS  on  Hong  Kong,  the  title 
1:99  comes  from  the  recommended 
ratio  of  bleach  to  water  in  anti- 
SARS  cleaning  solution,  and  these 
films  were  intended  to  help  raise 
the  spirits  of  those  affected  by  the 
SARS  epidemic.  One  of  these  11 
one-minute  films  will  be  shown  at 


the  beginning  of  each  programme 
throughout  the  festival. 

The  Toronto  Reel  Asian  International 
Film  Festival  runs  at  Innis  College 
Town  Hall,  Bloor  Cinema,  The  Royal, 
and  the  NFS  Mediatheque  from  Nov. 
26-30.  All  screenings  are  $8  at  the 
door  For  screening  schedules  and 
more  info,  visit  www. reelasian.com. 
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American  tale 

Veteran  director  mines  his  own  story  for  film 


by  ANDREW  BRICKER 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Some  might  be  surprised  by  the 
candor  of  Jim  Sheridan.  The  stout, 
soft-spoken  Irish  director,  given  to 
whimsy,  magic  and  politics  doesn't 
immediately  strike  one  as  an  outspo- 
ken man.  But  when  Sheridan  bellows, 
in  response  to  English  criticism  of  his 
new  film.  In  America,  "I'm  not  bleed- 
ing Anglo,  so  go  stuff  yourself!"  cer- 
tain incongruities  seem  to  fade.  This 
is  a  man  of  contradictions — not  in  the 
traditional  sense — but  insofar  as  he 
is  willing  to  permeate  and  play  with 
both  ends  of  any  spectrum — finding 
himself  somewhere  in  the  middle  of 
it  all. 

In  America  seems  a  departure  for 
the  seasoned  writer,  producer  and  di- 
rector {My  Left  Foot,  In  the  Name  of  the 
Father).  "To  me,  it  is  sentimental" — 
not  sappy,  mind  you — but  largely  bio- 
graphical and  indicative  of  his  own 
past,  it's  "about  letting  the  dead  go." 
A  process  he  worked  through  during 
his  late  teen  years  when  his  younger 
brother  Frankie  died  at  the  age  of  ten. 


Frankie  figures  largely  into  In  Ameri- 
ca; the  son  of  the  protagonist,  Johnny 
(Paddy  Considine),  Frankie  dies  prior 
to  the  film's  action.  Mentioned  only 
in  passing  by  the  story's  characters, 
Frankie  physically  appears  only  in 
fragmented  and  phantasmagoric  im- 
ages; mere  wisps  of  a  hardly  forgot- 
ten, but  largely  mythologized  central 
figure  and  symbolic  motif. 

Almost  wholly  autobiographical, 
the  central  character  of  Johnny — an 
amalgam  of  himself,  his  father  and 
the  interpretation  of  Paddy  Con- 
sidine, who  plays  Johnny  in  the 
film — became  the  partially  cathartic 
vehicle  to  Sheridan's  own  grief.  "1 
stop  myself,  I  never  let  myself  go. .  .It's 
[the  death  of  Frankie]  not  out  of  my 
system,"  Sheridan  admits  during  a 
recent  promotional  stop  in  Toronto, 
transposing  the  sentiment  onto  his 
semi-autobiographical  character. 

"Johnny  has  to  face  the  idea  that 
you  can't  protect  your  family  from 
loss  and  uncertainty,  certainly  not 
by  hiding.  But  you  can  love  them,  and 
love  itself  is  a  kind  of  protection." 

The  film,  which  follows  a  small 


family  of  Irish  emigres  to  America,  is 
not  a  foreign  topic  for  Sheridan.  "A  lot 
of  what  takes  place  in  the  film  really 
happened  to  us,"  Sheridan  recalls. 
"1  really  did  drag  an  air  conditioner 
across  New  York,  1  really  did  lose  a 
lot  of  money  trying  to  win  an  amuse- 
ment park  doll  and  we  really  did  have 
a  premature  baby." 

Yet  the  film  isn't  merely  a  faceplate 
to  an  autobiography  ("To  make  my- 
self [Johnny]  likeable  I  had  to  steal 
certain  things  from  my  wife"),  but 
rather,  a  realistic  portrayal  of  a  tu- 
multuous time  in  the  lives  of  newly 
landed  illegal  immigrants. 

"If  you're  illegal,  you're  a  despera- 
do," Sheridan  half-jokingly  admits. "  I 
definitely  changed  and  added  a  lot  of 
things  [to  the  film...]  In  fact,  in  some 
cases,  the  truth  was  far  too  strange  to 
work  as  fiction,  and  we  wound  up  cut- 
ting out  things  that  actually  occurred 
because  they  seemed  entirely  too 
extraordinary." 

Throughout  the  film,  however, 
the  stories  of  the  family  do  become 
something  bizarre  and  amazing  at 
the  same  time,  a  technique  Sheridan 
calls  "magical  realism."  Balancing  the 
magical  (the  young  narrator's  three 
wishes  and  their  seemingly  fantastic 
actualization)  and  the  realistic  (the 
grim  reality  of  a  cash-strapped  family 
working  through  a  death),  was  a  task 
Sheridan  grappled  with  throughout 
the  process  of  the  film.  "I  needed  the 
magic,"  he  admits,  "To  me,  the  film  is 
ultimately  about  wonder.  It's  about 
trying  to  see  the  world  with  a  kind  of 
child-like,  magical  quality. 

"But  as  many  Irish  people  before 
them  did,  they  have  left  Ireland  in 
desperation  and  come  to  a  new 
land.  But  it  isn't  an  economic  of  po- 
litical desperation  that  brings  them 
to  America — it's  an  emotional  des- 
peration." 

But  for  Sheridan,  the  film  is  ulti- 
mately uplifting,  and  recounts  the 
tough  times  of  his  past  and  the  real- 
ism of  the  present.  "This  is  a  hopeful, 
loving  story  about  New  York,"  and  an 
experience  that  Sheridan  hopes  the 
audience  will  never  forget. 


Bad  title,  great  movie 


by  COLIN  TAIT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Alan  Parker's  new  film  The  Secret 
Lives  of  Dentists  seems  to  spend  its 
duration  asking  the  question  about 
the  authenticity  of  the  American 
Dream  in  its  domestic  incarnation. 
The  problem  is  a  difficult  one,  but 
the  director's  talented  cast  (Campbell 
Scott,  Hope  Davis,  and  Dennis  Leary) 
find  a  way  to  explore  the  idea  without 
resorting  to  any  of  the  cliches  that 
we  come  to  expect  from  domestic 
drama. 

When  Dave  begins  to  suspect  his 
wife,  his  partner  in  their  family  den- 
tistry practice,  is  having  an  affair  with 
another  man,  his  convictions  about 
what  he  always  wanted  his  life  to 
be  manifest  themselves  in  the  form 
of  surly  patient  Dennis  Leary,  who 
becomes  the  catalyst  of  insight  into 
David's  normally  reserved  frame.  The 
always-caustic  Leary's  portrayal  is 
especially  clever,  as  he  represents 
the  wanton  desires  of  David's  id. 

The  film's  strength,  besides  solid 
casting,  lies  in  its  story.  Though  it 
portrays  a  family  in  crisis,  it  becomes 
clear  early  on  that  the  answers  the 
characters  seek  are  not  simple  ones. 
David's  frustration  in  his  marriage 
leads  him  to  re-double  his  efforts 
with  his  three  daughters  to  make  up 
for  his  wife's  absence,  and  his  anger 
finds  its  way  into  lawn-mowing  and 
cooking. 

Another  beautiful  touch  in  the  film 
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comes  when  the  entire  family  gets 
the  flu.  Here,  despite  the  immediate 
problems  confronting  the  future 
of  the  household,  the  parents  rally 
together  through  their  sickness  to 
tackle  the  crisis. 

The  Secret  Lives  of  Dentists  also 
features  another  tour  de  force  perfor- 
mance from  Campbell  Scott,  whose 
commitment  to  the  role  and  the  proj- 


ect expands  past  mere  acting  to  the 
nine  years  he  spent  trying  to  get  the 
film  made  as  the  executive  producer. 
This  role  stands  in  direct  contrast 
to  the  slick  ad-man  he  played  in  last 
year's  Roger  Dodger,  as  the  actor 
shows  extreme  restraint  as  diffident 
dentist  David. 

This  film  stands  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  something  like  American 
Beauty,  and  the  complexities  of  the 
characters  are  testament  to  this  fact. 
At  the  heart  of  the  story  is  the  fact 
that  David  is  willing  to  fight  for  this 
life  precisely  because  it  is  the  life 
he  always  wanted,  and  where  other 
characters  in  domestic  dramas  are 
perfectly  willing  to  give  up  everything 
for  their  personal  freedom,  David  is 
willing  to  do  the  opposite. 

The  Secret  Lives  of  Dentists  is  a  great 
film,  and  hopefully  moviegoers  will  be 
willing  to  take  a  chance  at  the  theatres 
for  such  a  rewarding  experience. 


Family  matters 


by  ANDREW  BRICKER 

VARSITY  STAFF 


It  is  rather  easy  to  resist  giving  over- 
whelming praise  to  a  film  that,  from 
its  poster — a  silhouetted  family  of 
four,  standing  alongside  their  beat- 
up  station  wagon,  peering  across  the 
Hudson  at  the  picturesque  fireworks 
exploding  over  a  dimmed  New  York 
City  skyline — seems  to  bask  in  the 
'land  of  opportunity'  known  as 
America.  But  the  poster  seems  to 
say  nothing  of  the  film. 

The  story  follows  Johnny  (Paddy 
Considine,  Twenty-Four  Hour  Party 
People)  and  Sarah  (Samantha  Mor- 
ton, nominated  for  an  Oscar  for 
her  role  in  Woody  Allen's  Sweet 
and  Lowdown),  a  married  couple 
who  emigrate  to  America  with  their 
two  young  daughters,  Ariel  (Emma 
Bolger),  the  inquisitive  six-year-old, 
and  Christy  (Emma  Bolger),  the 
sagacious  and  poetic  narrator  of 
the  film. 

The  family  moves  into  a  slummy 
Hell's  Kitchen  apartment  building, 
riddled  by  technical  problems  and 
teeming  with  drug-addicts,  and 
meets  Mateo  (Djimon  Hounsou, 
Gladiator),  a  reclusive  and  mysteri- 
ous tenant  known,  initially,  as  "the 
screaming  man."  Mateo  slowly  per- 
meates the  lives  of  the  family  mem- 
bers, becoming  an  honorary  mem- 
ber of  sorts.  As  his  story  unfolds,  so 
do  the  lives  and  the  emotions  of  the 
family  members. 

Although  the  film's  central  plotline 
follows  the  Irish  family  in  their  short 
and  somewhat  ancillary  journey  to 
America,  following  the  family's  intro- 
duction to  their  new  home,  America 
itself  bleeds  into  the  margins.  Thank- 
fully the  film's  director,  Jim  Sheridan, 
manages  to  resist  crass  American 
stereotypes  of  commercialism 
and  social  antipathy  and  uses  the 
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country  as  a  sounding  board  to  the 
central  concern  of  the  film — a  fam- 
ily, that  just  happens  to  be  Irish  and 
that  happens  to  move  to  America, 
trying  to  live  and  cope  as  a  family. 
Even  when  the  film  seems  to  cater 
to  preconceived  cliches  of  Ameri- 
cana, these  moments  transpose 
themselves  onto  the  problems  of  the 
small  family,  rather  than  expounding 
tired  critiques  of  the  empire. 

Thematically,  Sheridan  walks  a 
delicate  balance  between  the  polari- 
ties of  life:  happiness  and  grief,  birth 
and  death,  memory  and  acceptance, 
magic  and  realism,  intergenerational 
disparity;  and  mimics  them  with  the 
polarities  of  both  the  social  and  the 
literal  climate  of  New  York. 

The  story  is  well-constructed  and, 
although  somewhat  sentimental,  re- 
sistant to  sentimentality  of  the  Jerry 
Bruckheimer  sort.  Unfortunately, 
though,  the  film  loses  its  realism 
in  moments,  such  as  when  the  ten- 
year-old  narrator's  verbosity  and 
articulateness  place  her  akin  to  Irish 
poet  Seamus  Heaney,  rather  than  a 
youth. 

Regardless,  the  film  itself  is  well 
done,  with  relatively  strong  charac- 
terization and  acting.  The  beauty  of 
In  America  is  its  ability  to  deal  with 
a  family  in  America,  and  separate 
and  complicate  its  concerns  from 
without. 


Prevail  gets  props 


Prevail  of  Swollen  Members  engages  the  crowd  at  Tonic 
Nightclub  on  Tuesday  night.  Their  fourth  album,  Heavy, 
dropped  just  last  week.  This  Juno  Award-winning  Canadian 
hip-hop  group  can't  be  stopped. 
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in  our  communities,  and  some  of 
the  funniest  people  I've  ever  met 
have  been  back  on  the  reserve. 

"Those  who  are  really  fighting 
and  are  angry  don't  really  know 
who  they  are,  a  lot  of  the  time,"  he 
says. 

Dennis,  who  is  also  leading  stu- 
dent playwriting  workshops  and 
participating  in  Factory  Theatre's 
efforts  to  develop  a  'manifesto'  for 
Canadian  theatre,  says  that  writing 
is  "cathartic,"  and  a  great  way  to 
move  between  worlds  in  a  different 


manner. 

In  the  meantime,  he's  trying  to 
maintain  that  balance  between 
the  distinct  worlds  of  school  and 
theatre — with  several  more  perfor- 
mances of  his  well-received  show 
coming  up  before  the  end  of  term, 
many  of  his  fellow  students  could 
certainly  take  a  lesson  from  this 
talented  multitasker. 

Tales  of  an  Urban  Indian  runs  to 
Nov.  30  at  Artword  Alternative  (75 
Portland)  at  8  p.m.,  pay-what-you- 
can  Sunday  matinee  at  2:30  p.m.  Call 
(416)  366-7723  for  tickets. 
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PHOTOSTITCH  BY  KARA  DILLON 


In  the  palm  of  his  hand 

With  the  likes  ofJTD  and  Antonio  Davis  knocking  on  his  door,  former  Blue  Steve  Roest  has  his  hands  full 


byRUSSHOFF 

with  files  from  REBECCA  ADDELMAN 

VARSITY  STAFF  

Steve  Roest  is  a  man  who  lives  the 
dream.  As  the  proud  owner  of  six 
of  the  most  exclusive  health  clubs 
in  the  city  (with  a  clientele  that 
includes  Raptors  Jerome  Williams 
and  Antonio  Davis),  a  former  CFL 
player,  and  a  husband  and  father, 
he's  just  about  got  it  all — not  to 
mention  that  he's  an  alumnus  of 
a  winning  Varsity  Blues  football 
program. 

Shocking,  yes,  but  there  was 
a  time,  in  the  late  1980's  and  the 
early  1990's,  when  the  words  "U  of 
T  football"  were  preceded  by  the 
word  "winning."  The  team  didn't 


attract  crowds,  but  it  steamroUed 
the  competition — and  Roest  was  a 
part  of  the  victory  era.  He  played 
defense  for  the  Blues  when  they 
almost  swept  the  province  to  play 
in  back-to-back  Yates  Cups. 

Though  the  winning  days  of  U  of  T 
football  are  a  thing  of  the  past,  Ro- 
est is  confident  that  the  experience 
of  team  play  hasn't  changed  a  bit. 
"The  football  guys  have  lost  a  lot 
lately,"  he  says,  "but  in  life,  it's  the 
same  way.  You  have  to  learn  these 
sorts  of  lessons  somehow." 

For  Roest,  the  lessons  he  culled 
from  university  life  and  athletics 
primed  him  for  the  path  of  success. 
After  graduating  from  U  of  T,  he  was 
quickly  drafted  by  the  Toronto  Ar- 
gonauts, and  for  a  short  while  con- 


tinued to  play  professional  football. 
Afterwards,  Roest  shifted  gears  and 
pursued  a  corporate  agenda.  The 
top  three  floors  of  the  downtown 
Toronto  Dominon  Centre  is  where 
this  former  footballer  has  now 
come  home  to  roost.  The  Fitness 
Institute,  the  top  flight  exercise  and 
health  facility  that  Roest  owns  and 
operates,  occupies  the  breathtak- 
ing real  estate. 

Dining  in  the  club's  restaurant, 
overlooking  the  ACC,  SkyDome,  and 
Harbourfront,  Roest  explains  what 
being  a  Varsity  Blue  had  meant  to 
him.  He  cherished  his  time  playing, 
but  once  football  was  over,  he  cut 
himself  off  from  that  world.  He  did 
not  return  to  coach  as  many  former 
players  do.  Nor  did  he  try  to  hang 


onto  his  glory  by  drifting  from  pro 
tryout  camps  to  walk-on  tryouts. 
Instead,  Roest  dedicated,  himself  to 
his  wife  Andra  (a  former  standout 
track  athlete)  and  their  two  sons, 
and  to  his  personal  training  busi- 
ness. 

This  business  enabled  him, 
three  years  ago  with  partner  Clive 
Caldwell  (a  former  world  class 
squash  player),  to  form  the  Cam- 
bridge Group  and  purchase  the  six 
clubs  he  now  co-owns.  The  busi- 
ness is  worth  roughly  seven  million 
dollars. 

Though  Roest's  roots  are  in 
personal  training,  most  days  the 
businessman  dons  a  suit  and  tie. 
Except  for  special  clients,  that  is. 
Toronto  Raptors  power  forward  Je- 


rome "Junk  Yard  Dog"  Williams  is  a 
devoted  disciple  of  Roest's  training 
program,  and  for  him,  Roest  laces 
up  his  sneakers. 

"Steve  is  a  very  motivated,  uplifit- 
ing,  and  positive  person,"  says  JYD, 
"which  is  important  not  only  for 
your  physical  state,  but  for  your 
mental  state  as  well."  Roest  has 
become  far  more  than  a  personal 
trainer  for  Williams  and  a  select 
number  of  his  teammates — he's 
become  a  lifestyle  advisor.  For  ex- 
ample, after  a  recent  one-on-one 
session,  Roest  and  JYD  went  gro- 
cery shopping.  For  the  basketball 
star,  healthy  diet  choices  are  es- 
sential in  addition  to  his  rigorous 
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Intramurals  making  a  mark 


Major  threat  rolls 
into  town 

Undefeated  Blues  take  on  undefeated 
^eens  on  home  ice  this  weekend 


by  REBECCA  ADDELMAN 

VARSITY  STAFF  


This  weekend  the  Queen's  Golden 
Gaels  are  coming  to  town  to  take 
on  the  undefeated  Blues  women's 
hockey  team,  so  expect  nothing 
short  of  a  puck  maelstrom.  The 
two  teams  are  vying  for  first 
place  in  the  OUA.East — both  are 
undefeated  and  both  are  tearing 
up  the  competition.  Currently,  U 
of  T  is  in  a  tenuous  first  place, 
having  played  one  more  game 
than  Queen's  so  far  this  season. 

The  looming  back-to-back 
games  against  Queen's,  the 
toughest  team  the  Blues  have 
played  to  date,  does  not  phase 
head  coach  Karen  Hughes.  In 
fact,  Hughes  barely  bats  an  eye 
at  the  prospect.  "I  haven't  seen 
them  [play],  so  it's  hard  to  know," 
she  says.  So  far  the  crippling 
force  of  the  Golden  Gaels  exists 
only  on  paper.  Until  they  bring 
their  game  to  Varsity  Arena  on 
Friday  night,  Hughes  isn't  mak- 
ing any  assumptions  about  the 
competition. 

But  the  numbers  should, 
and  do,  speak  for  themselves. 
Queen's     has     been  blazing 


through  the  province,  leaving 
teams  bruised  and  whimpering 
in  their  wake.  Against  Brock,  a 
team  that  dealt  U  of  T  their  only 
tie  of  the  season  (1-1),  Queen's 
delivered  a  9-2  pounding.  The 
Gaels  are  routinely  scoring  six  or 
seven  goals  per  game,  and  have 
five  players  in  the  double-digits 
for  point  scoring.  Toronto's  high- 
est point  scorers  are  logging  in  at 
a  respectable  seven. 

Hughes  is  eager  to  see  "how 
well  our  defence  can  play  against 
their  offence,  and  vice  versa." 
The  Gaels  are  formidable  offen- 
sively, to  be  sure,  but  with  only 
nine  goals  against  all  season, 
their  defense  appears  to  be  just 
as  rock  solid.  The  Blues,  with  10 
goals  against,  should  give  point- 
hungry  Queen's  a  run  for  their 
money. 

The  two  day  battle  begins  Fri- 
day night  at  7:30  p.m.  in  Varsity 
Arena,  and  picks  up  where  it  left 
off  on  Saturday  afternoon  at  3 
p.m.  "It  will  be  an  interesting 
game,"  says  Hughes,  but  she  ends 
the  weekend's  predictions  there. 
The  outcome  is  anyone's  guess, 
even  for  the  coach.  "Who's  to 
say?"  she  shrugs. 


by  DAVID  SILVERMAN 


Whether  it's  breaking  ankles  on 
the  hardcourt,  undressing  a  de- 
fenceman  on  the  ice,  or  getting 
dunked  in  a  game  of  inner-tube 
water  polo,  U  of  T  students  are 
increasingly  taking  part  in  intra- 
mural sports.  With  close  to  4,500 
students  competing  in  15  different 
sports,  the  conclusion  of  the  fall 
intramural  season  can  once  again 
be  deemed  a  success.  The  intramu- 
ral program  at  U  of  T,  the  largest 
of  any  Canadian  university,  often 
goes  unnoticed  on  campus  or  in 
the  press,  but  continues  to  grow  in 
popularity. 

Intramural  participation  has 
reached  such  a  boom  that  over 
2,000  students  were  turned  away. 
"Our  only  major  setback  is  that  we 
can't  accommodate  everybody," 
says  intramural  coordinator  Steve 
Manchur.  The  popularity  has 
forced  the  coordinators  to  institute 
a  draft  lottery  for  new  incoming 
teams. 

With  a  full-time  staff  of  six  coor- 
dinators and  a  budget  of  roughly 
$130,000  dollars,  Steve  Manchur 
and  his  team  are  responsible  for 
every  organizational  aspect  of  the 
intramural  program.  This  includes 
the  hiring  of  hundreds  of  students 
working  as  referees,  scorekeepers, 
on-site  supervisors,  and  other 
administrative  duties  to  keep  the 
program  running  smoothly. 

"The  beauty  of  the  intramural 
program,"  says  Manchur,  "is  that 


it  is  truly  governed  and  run  by  the 
students — we  just  administer  it." 
With  elected  student  representa- 
tives from  each  college  making  up 
the  intramural  council,  students 
possess  the  loudest  voice  in  the 
decision-making  process. 

In  addition  to  the  council,  the  in- 
tramural program  organized  a  stu- 
dent task  force  in  order  to  diversify 
and  better  the  program.  One  of  the 
issues  dealt  with  was  how  to  ac- 
commodate the  broad  range  of  skill 
level.  With  most  intramural  sports 
offering  a  five-game  schedule  in 
four  different  divisions  based  on 
skill,  there  was  still  a  need  for  a 
more  competitive  league. 

This  problem  was  addressed  by 
creating  the  Tri-Campus  league 
that  provides  what  Steve  Man- 
chur calls  a  "near-varsity  experi- 
ence." In  only  its  second  year,  the 
Tri-Campus  league,  which  offers 
women's  basketball  and  volleyball 
and  men's  soccer  and  hockey,  are 
all-star  teams  representing  each 
of  the  three  campuses.  Offering 
chartered  transportation,  an  ex- 
tended nine  game  season,  certified 
referees,  and  an  opportunity  to 
play  at  the  same  venues  as  the  var- 
sity teams,  the  Tri-Campus  has  ex- 
ceeded all  expectations.  Although 
still  in  its  early  stages  and  limited 
to  four  sports,  the  Tri-Campus  has 
successfully  bridged  the  gap  be- 
tween the  varsity  and  recreational 
athlete. 

Another  feature  of  the  intramural 
program  is  increasing  the  identity 
of  the  many  colleges  and  faculties 


across  the  university  campus.  Ac- 
cording to  Manchur,  "the  heart  and 
soul  of  the  intramural  program  is 
through  the  college  system."  This 
has  led  to  the  majority  of  the  teams 
competing  being  put  together 
through  a  college  or  faculty  asso- 
ciation. From  the  Faculty  of  Engi- 
neering to  University  College,  the 
intramural  program  has  produced 
a  sense  of  pride,  and  the  beginning 
of  rivalries  and  dynasties.  Col- 
leges are  now  itching  to  knock  off 
champions  like  the  Scarborough 
women's  soccer  team,  who've  won 
six  of  the  last  seven  years.  Or  the 
Faculty  of  Engineering,  which  has 
had  a  stranglehold  of  the  Mulock 
Cup  (men's  rugby)  in  recent  years. 

The  task  force  has  also  ad-, 
dressed  the  need  to  offer  sports 
that  meet  the  interests  of  the 
multi-cultural  make-up  of  the  stu- 
dent body.  The  winter  intramural 
session  will  offer  non-traditional 
North  American  sports  like  indoor 
cricket  and  badminton  because  of 
the  high  demand.  It  is  clear  that 
the  intramural  program  is  putting 
its  best  foot  forward  in  keeping  up 
with  the  times. 

Continuing  with  that  trend,  the 
intramural  program  is  in  its  inau- 
gural year  of  running  a  website. 
At  www.uoftintramurals.ca  you 
can  find  out  schedules,  statistics, 
codes  of  conduct,  and  even  the 
intramural  athlete  of  the  week. 

Most  importantly,  the  website 
will  guide  you  on  how  you  can 
register  your  team  before  the 
deadline. 
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Recruiting  at  U  of  T:  "critical"  and  "ferociously  competitive" 


by  AMANDA  OLSON 

VARSITY  STAFF 


"You  certainly  aren't  going  to  fill  out 
a  championship  roster  by  doing  the 
1940's,  1950's  thing  where  you  just 
put  up  a  notice  in  the  school  and 
watch  who  shows  up  for  your  team 
meeting,"  says  U  of  T  coach  Byron 
MacDonald. 

Head  of  the  Varsity  Blues  swim 
program,  MacDonald  boasts  a  suc- 
cessful track  record  as  a  recruiter, 
getting  such  superstars  as  Olympic 
swimmers  Jennifer  Button  and  Liz 
Warden  to  sign  on  to  his  teams.  Mac- 
Donald says  every  coach  has  their 
own  style,  and  often  the  sport  itself 
guides  recruiting  practices. 

"Recruiting  for  swimming,"  Mac- 
Donald says  "is  a  lot  different  than 
it  is  for  team  sports,  because  I  don't 
need  to  see  the  athlete  swim  to  know 
if  they're  good  or  not."  MacDonald 
keeps  track  of  swimmers'  perfor- 
mances, following  careers  from 
stats  that  get  posted  from  age  10 
and  up. 

Though  he  doesn't  have  to  see 
them,  MacDonald  explains  "the  best 
kids  have  to  see  me  perform." 

So,- during  the  summer,  MacDon- 
ald also  lends  his  skills  to  a  Toronto 
swim  club  in  order  to  stay  involved 
in  the  overall  swim  community  and 
get  some  exposure.  During  the  rest 
of  the  year,  -this  coach  does  two 
meet-and-greets  where  kids  can 
check  the  campus,  his  team,  and  the 
city.  He  needs  to  add  two  or  three 
athletes  per  year,  and  will  recruit  six 
or  seven  swimmers  for  each  team 
per  year. 


As  for  recruiting  advantages  spe- 
cific to  U  of  T,  MacDonald  says  he 
finds  most  Canadians  stick  close  to 
home  when  they  choose  a  university 
to  attend.  Toronto's  large  population 
means  a  large  talent  pool.  As  well, 
the  high  quality  of  education  and  the 
breadth  of  programs  are  very  attrac- 
tive to  prospective  student  athletes. 
For  him,  U  of  T's  difficult  acceptance 
standards  do  not  pose  a  problem. 
"Swimmers,  by  and  large,  are  very 
good  students." 

He  estimates  only  a  few  other 
schools  in  Canada  recruit  harder 
than  U  of  T,  but  says  most  top  pros- 
pects are  off  the  market  from  the 
outset.  "The  reason  we  don't  recruit 
unbelievably  heavily  the  top-end 
kids  is  that  about  90  per  cent  of  them 
go  to  the  United  States,"  he  says.  Not 
surprisingly,  MacDonald  says  it 
comes  down  to  the  money  American 
schools  can  give  athletes. 

As  far  as  entrance  scholarships 
are  concerned  in  Canada,  universi- 
ties are  permitted  by  the  Canadian 
Interuniversity  Sport  (CIS)  associa- 
tion to  offer  them  to  students  with 
80  per  cent  averages.  The  Ontario 
University  Athletics  (OUA)  associa- 
tion, however,  chooses  not  to  exer- 
cise this  right. 

There's  a  "huge  fear  that  we  will 
end  up  with  all  the  ills  from  the  Unit- 
ed States,"  he  says.  But  college  level 
sports  are  a  big  source  of  revenue 
for  American  schools,  unlike  here  in 
Canada.  MacDonald  doesn't  foresee 
compromised  academic  standards 
happening  here,  should  scholar- 
ships be  offered. 

As  it  stands  now,  Macdonald  con- 


firms that  over  the  last  five  years  the 
number  of  athletes  leaving  Canada 
has  risen  20-30  per  cent.  He  credits 
the  trend  to  the  90's  recession  and 
rising  tuition  costs. 

"The  secret  for  us  is  if  we  had 
scholarships  to  give  entering  stu- 
dents, recruiting  would  be  way  more 
important."  Second-year  awards  are 
too  hard  to  guarantee  to  incoming 
students. 

Unlike  MacDonald,  recently-hired 
Steve  Howlett,  head  coach  of  U  of 
T's  football  team,  doesn't  have  a 
winning  team  or  long-time  Blues 
coaching  experience  on  his  side. 
The  team  Howlett  inherited  when  he 
signed  on  this  fall,  ended  2003  with  a 
record  of  0-8. 

Not  surprisingly  then,  Howlett  says 
identifying  and  attracting  athletes  is 
a  high  priority  for  the  football  team. 
His  task  is  to  restore  the  program  to 
its  former  glory.  "Our  recruiting  is 
critical,"  he  explains. 

Football  requires  many  players 
each  year,  and  the  competition  with 
other  universities  is  stiff.  He  de- 
scribes the  present  recruiting  land- 
scape as  "ferociously  competitive." 

"1  don't  know  if  too  many  people 
realize  that  the  football  team  will 
probably  put  in  over  a  hundred 
hours  a  week  into  recruiting  stu- 
dent-athletes," he  says.  Howlett  has 
recently  brought  part-time  help  on 
board  devoted  to  this  task  alone. 

"We  spend  a  fair  bit  of  time  con- 
necting to  coaches  by  phone,  by 
visiting  games,  by  seeing  games,  by 
visiting  them  at  their  schools."  After 
that,  says  Howlett,  the  job  consists 
of  contacting  the  players  and  keep- 


GAVINBRAUER 

Top  recruits  are  hard  to  find — and  keep — at  U  of  T.  The  Blues 
swimming  program  successfully  recruited  star  rookie  Jennifer 
Porenta,  pictured  above. 


ing  in  touch  "very  regularly  for  a 
very  long  period  of  time." 

About  the  entrance  scholarships 
debate,  Howlett  says,  "it  is  an  issue 
that  is  going  have  to  be  revisited. 

"1  think  the  powers  that  be  are  con- 
cerned about  how  it's  going  to  affect 
academic  integrity,  but  at  the  same 
time,  universities  in  Ontario — espe- 
cially U  of  T — want  to  attract  top  stu- 
dents and  we  may  lose  them.  That's 
a  reality,"  he  says. 

Liz  Hoffman,  director  of  U  of  T 
athletics  and  president  of  the  On- 
tario University  Athletics  (OUA)  as- 
sociation, is  close  to  being  one  of  the 
"powers  that  be." 

As  far  as  any  official  athlete 


recruiting  mandate  goes  for  the 
university, 

Hoffman  says  U  of  T  is  guided  by 
the  OUA's  and  the  ClS's  regulations 
which  detail  how  many  dollars  can 
be  spent  visiting  prospective  stu- 
dents and  other  logistic  concerns. 

She  says  she  works  with  the  sport 
programs  and  meets  athletes  and 
their  parents  who  tour  the  univer- 
sity. The  department  also  puts  out 
literature  geared  toward  selling  U  of 
T  athletics  to  high-school  students. 

Like  MacDonald  and  Howlett, 
Hoffman  highlights  U  of  T's  location, 
the  community  and  our  wide  range 
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Royal  Caribbean  Auditions 


AND  YOUR  PARENTS  THOUGHT  YOUR  CAREER  WOULD  NEVER  TAKE  YOU  ANYWHERE. 


Toronto y  December  14th 


COME  ON,  BECOME  A  PXBT  OF  THE  ROYAL  CARIBBEAN  TEAM! 

We  aie  auditioning  professional  singeis  and  dancers  who  will  portray  parts  between  the 
ages  ol  18-30.  Vocally,  we  are  looking  tor  Sopranos  and  Altos  who  belt/mix  to  an  E 
Tenors  who  have  a  solid  Bb  and  Lyric  Baritones  who  sing  comfortably  up  to  an  A.  Please 
bring  current  photo  and  resume. 


Dancers  -  Our  choreographers  will  teach  you  a  short, 
diallenging  combination.  Must  be  technically  trained 
and  have  a  strong  background  in  Jazz. 

Singers  -  Come  prepared  with  your  best  1 6  bars  of 
a  ballad  and  uptempo.  Stylistically,  must  be  able  to 
sing  Contemporary  Broadway,  Pop/Rock,  and  R&B. 
Sheet  music  required  in  the  proper  key.  Also,  come 
prepared  to  dance. 

Toronto 

Metro  Movement 

833  Broadview  Ave.,  2nd  Floor 

Sunday  December  14th  —  Dancers 
Sign  in  9:15am  Auditions:  9:45ain 

Sunday  December  14th  —  Singers 
Sign  in  1:15pm  Auditions:  t:45pni 

For  more  info,  contact  Royal  Caribbean  Production 
2700  Hollywood  Blvd,  Hollywood,  Ha  33020 
www.  royalcaribbeanpix3duclions.com 


We  offer: 

•Six-month  performance  contracts 
•Paid  rehearsal  period 
•Guest  cruise  privileges 

•  Professional  working  environment 

•Contemporary  musical  stage 
productions 

•  Elxcellent  salaries 


RoyalCaribbean 


INTERNATIONAL 


Get  out  thereT 


sport$@thevarsity.ca 


Sports 


Thursday,  November  27, 2003 


Fl  T \h'SS^^  Continued  from  page  13 

physical  training. 

•■[Steves]  approacii  and  style  is 
to  take  each  day  as  an  improvement 
day,"  explains  Williams,  "he's  more 
than  just  a  trainer,  because  most 
trainers  don't  take  it  that  far."  And 
the  proof  is  in  the  pudding.  In  the 
first  week  of  NBA  play  this  season. 
JYD  went  from  ninth  in  the  league 
in  rebounding  to  third — "and  it's 
all  thanks  to  [Roest's]  program," 
stressed  the  lanky  forward. 

But  while  the  tailor-made  health 
regime  has  helped  get  Williams  into 
the  best  shape  of  his  professional 
career,  Roest  and  his  Fitness  Insti- 
tute are  not  for  the  average  joe. 

The  clubs,  says  Roest,  are  not 
"gyms"  in  the  same  sense  as  the 
myriad  fitness  centres  that  dot  the 
city.  Instead  of  the  damp,  dingy 
basements  with   iron   and  steel 


weights,  Roest's  clubs  provide  their 
members  with  everything  from  a 
private  health  clinic,  to  a  restau- 
rant, health  spa  and  sauna  services, 
and  personal  trainers — a  number  of 
whom  are  former  Blues.  They  are,  in 
a  sense,  "personal  change"  clubs. 

This  total  makeover  does  not 
come  cheap,  and  the  $2,000  yearly 
membership  fee  limits  the  clientele 
to  mainly  upper  level  executive.s 
and  such.  But,  Roest  explains  that 
this  is  how  his  business  operates, 
and  he  feels  that  his  clientele  are 
better  served  at  his  clubs  than  at 
other  fitness  facilities. 

The  same  can  be  said,  Roest 
adds,  of  U  of  T:  "The  University  is 
run  like  a  business.  It  has  to  be,  and 
sometimes,  that  will  mean  some 
aspects  of  the  student  experience 
will  suffer."  Unfortunately,  he  says, 
its  the  Blues  football  program  that 
has  suffered  a  lot  lately. 


Continued  from  previous  page 

of  programs  as  some  of  the  keys  to 
recruiting  success. 

"There's  certainly  a  great  deal 
of  concern  by  our  coaches  here  at 
the  University  of  Toronto,  and  all 
coaches  within  the  OUA,  as  to  the 
effect  that  scholarships  have  had," 
Hoffman  says,  "and  the  drain  of 
student-athletes  to  other  confer- 
ences in  Canada  . . .  and  we're  going 


to  have  to  research  and  document 
the  students  who  are  leaving  our 
province." 

For  those  who  support  increas- 
ing the  funding  of  entrance-level 
scholarships  for  exceptional  ath- 
letes, Hoffman  offers  a  glimmer  of 
hope.  "We  need  to  revisit  the  dollar 
amount  and  we  may  need  to  revisit 
the  academic  component  as  well  as 
the  timing  of  the  awarding  of  the 
award,"  she  says. 


MARINA  DEMPSTER 

Raptors  forward  Jerome  Williams,  the  centre  of  swirling  trade  rumours,  shares  a  laugh  with  Steve 
Roest,  his  "lifestyle  advisor."  Roest,  a  U  of  T  alumnus  and  owner  of  the  swanky  Fitness  Institute  at  the 
top  of  the  TD  Centre,  personally  trains  select  clientele  like  Williams  and  teammate  Antonio  Davis. 
See  story  on  page  13. 


Classifieds 


ELP  WANTED 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808  -  GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED! 

Make  extra  money  while  helping  others 
by  becoming  a  Xytex  Sperm  Donor.  Ages 
18-38.  Call  416-924-3021  today! 

CHRISTMAS  GIFT  WRAPPERS 

Creative  individuals.  locations-Down- 
town Toronto,  North  York,  Richmond 
Hill,  Thornhill,  Mississauga.  Managers 
to  $9.75/hour  +  bonuses.  Wrappers  to 
$7.75/hour  Full/Part  time,  December 
1-24. 416-533-9727. 

CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS  NEEDED 

To  present  fun  hands-on  activities  in 
schools  and  at  b-day  parties.  Car  and  exp. 
with  kids  req'd.  No  science  background 
needed.  Exciting  activities  such  as  slime 
and  rockets.  Pay:  $20-$25/l  hour  class. 
CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY  AT  (416) 
630-5282  Ext  26. 


Jar  ar 


REHEARSAL  SPACE 

Central,  fully  equipped  rooms,  great 
gear,  cool  space.  Dave  416-465-8748; 
416-731-5497. 


MONTREAL@NEW  YEARS 

Downtown  Hotel  and  Bus.  Dec.  30-Jan 
1.  From  $139/Quad.  Hotel  from  $69. 
Book  now  and  SAVE!!  Guaranteed 
Lowest  Price.  Book  Friends  GO  FREE!! 
www.Rooms2Party.com  Thames  Travel 
(Todd)  1-800-962-8262 


PARKING 

Excellent  spaces,  Spadina  and  Willcocks, 
opposite  New  College  and  Earth  Sciences, 
personalized  signs  showing  spaces 
reserved  24  hours,  $75  a  month,  call  Mark 
416-944-0805. 


WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compuflow.  416/539-9443. 

HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr. 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  +. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies.  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessay@bellnet.ca 


PUBLIC  SPEAKING 

Increase  confidence,  credibility,  cha- 
risma. Practice  skills:  best  body  language, 
dynamic  voice,  professional  language 
and  more.  Complimentary  book.  Patricia, 
motivational  speaker  416-763-2540. 


PROFESSIONAL  MATH  HELP 

Post-graduate  math  degree  plus  years 
of  teaching  and  tutoring  experience. 
All  levels.  Group  rates  available.  Quiet 
location  minutes  from  campus.  416- 
388-5789;  utmath@rogers.com 


ESSAY  HELP  -  RESEARCH  &  WRITING 

All  subjects,  including  Humanities, 
Business,  Philosophy  and  more...  Also: 
GRADUATE  SCHOOL  APPLICATIONS  for 
M.B.A.,  Law  School,  Teaching  degree... 
Call  416-753-8377. 

COPYEDITOR 

Are  you  having  difficulty  writing  your 
thesis,  organizing  your  ideas  or  master- 
ing English  grammar  and  punctuation? 
If  so,  I  can  help.  Editor  with  experience 
editing  reports,  essays  and  resumes. 
Quick  return  time.  Call  416-598-5035. 
elizabelhc@idirect.com 


Send  us  your  digital  photos 
We'll  return  them  to  you  beautiftjily  mounted 
for  $25  (+  taxes) 
Free  delivery  anywhere  in  Canada 


WWW.LAMIN-8.CA 


Picture  Perfect  Lamination 


Click  through  our  website  to  see  how  easy  it  is  to  send  us 
your  photos.  We  wili  piaquemount  them  (sized  to  8"x10") 
and  return  them  free. 


You're  going  places. 

Go  Grevhound" 


1  1**1:  ■ 

VARSITY 

Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue -Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 

issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 


STUDENT  FRIENDLY  FARES 

You're  going  places  in  life,  but  right  now  you're 
just  going  home  for  a  break.  With  thousands  of 
destinations  and  great  everyday  low  fares,  Greyhound 
gives  you  the  freedom  to  go  more  places  more  often, 

FROM  TORONTO*  (o^e  way  plus  gsd 


GUELPH 

PETERBOROUGH 
WINDSOR 


$10^° 
$13°° 
$38^° 


KITCHENER 

LONDON 

OTTAWA 


$125° 
$23°° 
$445° 


'Valid  Student  ID  required.  Call  us  for  more  details. 


For  local  info  contact: 
610  Bay  Street 
(416)  594-1010 


GREYHOUND 


1-800-661 -TRIP  (8747)  •  wvAv.erevhound.cal 


The 


Sony  CD  Walkman  powered  by 


X 


YOUR 


MUSIC  LIBRARY 


™GO''' 


Yes,  you  CAN  take  your  music  library  wherever  you  go  and  it  won't  weigh  you 
down.  With  Sony's  new  ATRACSplus  CD  Wall<man  player,  you  can  carry  490  songs 
on  1  CD.  This  new  compression  format  lets  you  store  more  songs  with  better 
quality  to  brighten  up  your  marathon  commute  or  a  long,  long  walk  in  the  park. 


490  SONGS  ON  1  CD 


Carrying  around  your  CD  collection  can  be  a  drag  -  literally.  With  SonicStage 
software,  you  can  easily  burn  490  songs,  at  48kbps,  onto  a  CD.  And,  those 
aren't  2  minute  songs,  those  are  4-minute  songs.  Compressed  in  ATRACSplus 
format,  you  can  take  your  music  library  anywhere  you  go. 


HIGH  QUALITY  SOUND 


A  lot  of  music  compression  lets  you  store  more  music  but  it  all  sounds  bad. 
Sony's  ATRACSplus  compression  actually  bumps  up  the  quality  of  MPS  songs 
and  lets  you  equalize  them  so  you  don't  get  varying  volume  levels  that  can 
pierce  your  eardrums. 


SOFTWARE  INCLUDED 


SonicStage  Simple  Burner™  software  comes  with  every  ATRACSplus  CD 
Walkman  player  It  converts  your  MPS  downloads  easily  and  quickly  on  your  PC 
—  you  won't  need  to  learn  a  whole  new  technology  to  do  it.  Plus,  you  can  leave 
your  CD  open  ended  so  you  can  add  songs  later 


...AND  MP3S  TOO! 


Your  Sony  ATRACSplus  CD  Walkman  player  is  even  friendly  with  the  MPS  CDs 
you  burned  to  play  on  your  PC.  So,  you  can  play  ATRACSplus  or  MPS  encoded 
CDs  and,  with  some  players,  the  radio  as  well! 


EASY  ID  ON  THE  LCD 


All  ATRACSplus  CD  Walkman  players  have  IDS  tagging  that  lets  you 
see  which  folders  and  songs  you  are  playing  on  the  LCD  display.  Most 
even  have  a  jog  dial  that  makes  scrolling  through  titles  even  easier 


musiC) 


THE  ULTIMATE 

IN  SOUND 
QUALITY  AND 
SLIM  DESIGN 
•  D-NE1 , 
$249.99* 


TUNE  IN  TO 
AM/FM 
OR  CD  ON 
THE  GO 
D-NF61 1 , 
$179.99* 


Available  at  an  authorized  Sony  dealer,  Visit  www.sonystyle.ca/cdwalkman  for  more  details. 
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Change  of  heart: 
admin  okays 
controversial 
conference 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


In  a  move  that  delighted  some  and 
infuriated  others,  U  of  T  granted 
a  room  booking  for  the  Paiestian 
SoHdarity  Conference,  paving  the 
way  for  the  controversial  event 
which  had  been  cancelled  the 
week  before  by  Student  Affairs. 

The  conference,  organized  by 
student  groups  Al-Awda  and  the 
Arab  Students'  Collective,  raised 
eyebrows  amongst  pro-Israel  ad- 
vocates, who  balked  at  the  event's 
basis  of  unity,  a  prerequisite  for 
registering.  Included  in  the  basis 
were  tenets  claiming  that  the 
Palestinian  right  of  return  is  non- 
negotiable,  and  that  a  two-state 
solution  in  the  region  is  not  viable 
or  acceptable  for  the  Palestinian 
people. 

In  a  statement  to  the  press,  Jew- 
ish advocacy  group  B'Nai  Brith 
Canada  condemned  the  decision, 
claiming  the  conference  is  "predi- 


cated on  the  endorsement  of  vio- 
lence and  terrorism." 

Hazem  Jamjoum,  one  of  the 
conference  organizers,  denied 
these  charges,  saying  "Even  in  the 
beginning,  we  were  clearly  in  line 
with  university  policy,"  and  blam- 
ing B'Nai  Brith  for  singling  out  his 
group. 

For  the  administration,  the 
basis  of  unity  was  the  sticking 
point.  "That  was  the  reason  we 
cancelled  it  last  weekend,"  noted 
Vice-Provost,  Students  David 
Farrar.  According  to  Jamjoum,  an 
agreement  was  reached  in  which 
the  basis  of  unity  was  moved 
below  the  signature  line  in  the 
conference's  registration  form, 
meaning  participants  would  ac- 
knowledge that  the  conference 
organizers  abided  by  the  tenets, 
but  they  themselves  need  only 
respect  the  tenets,  not  agree  with 
them. 

Thanks  to  the  controversy  over 
the  conference  now  stretching  into 


Professor  Wayne  Sumner  spoke  about  free  speech  on  Wednesday.  See  page  2  for  more. 


OLVASANAKOEV 


its  second  week,  the  actual  launch 
of  the  event  drew  a  media  frenzy. 
Both  the  National  Post  and  the 
Globe  and  Mail  ran  stories  on  the 
controversy  last  week,  and  they 
were  joined  at  the  launch  by  many 
others.  "I'm  actually  glad  it  got  a 
lot  of  coverage,"  said  Jamjoum.  "I 
hope  the  effect  will  be  that  other 
anti-apartheid  activists  will  feel 
empowered  by  our  victory." 

The  big  question,  of  course, 
was  what  would  happen  when 
the  conference  actually  began. 


According  to  Jamjoum,  there 
were  detractors  in  the  audience, 
but  "we  nipped  that  in  the  bud." 
Opponents  limited  their  protests 
to  philibuster-style  question- 
ing, which  of  course  garnered 
responses  from  other  audience 
members.  "Because  they  brought 
up  [issues  about  suicide  bombers 
for  example],  people  felt  they  had 
to  respond,"  said  Jamjoum. 

In  the  end  however,  Jamjoum 
was  happy.  "By  its  very  existence 
it  was  a  success,"  he  noted.  For 


conference  attendee  and  Hillel 
member  Simon  Lightstone,  the 
event  offered  something  missing 
from  previous  confrontations 
between  the  pro-Palestinian  and 
pro-Israeli  factions;  dialogue  with 
the  other  side.  "Rather  than  the 
conflict,  we  discussed  perceptions 
of  the  other  side."  said  Lightstone, 
after  an  enlightening  chat  with  a 
pro-Palestine  supporter  at  the 
conference.  "We  realized,  'wait  a 

See  roXFEREXCE  on  page  3 


UTM  gets  well 


byMATTSOMERS 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  wait  for  a  state-of-the- 
art  athletics  facility  at  U  of  T's 
Mississauga  campus  is  now  over. 
A  recent  vote  has  approved  the 
construction  of  the  Wellness 
Centre.  The  centre  is  expected  to 
open  by  September  of  2006,  and  is 


estimated  to  cost  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  $24  million. 

"This  is  something  that  has  been 
needed  at  UTM  for  a  long  time" 
said  Mike  Foderick,  a  student  rep- 
resentative on  U  of  T's  Governing 
Council.  "It  will  go  a  long  way  in 
increasing  athletics  at  Erindale." 

See  I  [  EIJA  ESS  on  page  10 


A  sketch  of  the  Wellness  Centre  slated  to  open  at  UTM  in  Sept. 
2006.  The  new  facility  will  be  funded  by  hiking  student  fees. 


Mis-conduct?  Hart  House  band 
leader  gone  after  money  battle 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  slew  of  sour  notes  are  coming  out 
of  Hart  House  this  week  as  a  dispute 
over  honorariums  has  left  the  Hart 
House  Symphonic  Band  without  a 
concert  and  without  a  conductor. 

Keith  Reid,  a  high  school  music 
teacher  and  alumnus,  had  conducted 
the  band  for  the  past  10  years,  but 
was  relieved  of  his  duties  on  Wednes- 
day. Hart  House  warden  Margaret 
Hancock  says  Reid  quit,  while  Reid 
claims  he  was  fired. 

The  controversy  stems  from  an 
inequity  in  honorariums  between  the 
conductors  of  Hart  House's  various 
ensembles.  "Historically,  orchestra 
and  choral  got  more,"  noted  Andrew 
Krupowicz,  secretary  of  the  Hart 
House  music  committee.  According 
to  Krupowicz,  the  orchestra's  conduc- 
tor receives  an  annual  honorarium  of 
$4,500,  while  other  conductors,  such 
as  Reid,  receive  $2,100. 

Hancock  said  that  the  inequity  is 
being  dealt  with,  but  there's  nothing 


she  can  do  in  the  meantime.  "The  pro- 
cess here  is  a  governance  process," 
she  stated. 

According  to  Krupowicz,  Reid  was 
seeking  an  extra  $1,900,  in  order  to 
even  the  playing  field.  That  number 
was  countered  by  Hart  House  with 
a  $400  boost,  as  other  conductors 
would  have  their  honorariums 
bumped  up  as  well.  "So  multiply  the 
increase  by  five,"  noted  Krupowicz. 
Whatever  the  increase,  it  would  not 
have  been  decided  until  January, 
and  that  was  simply  too  long  a  wait 
for  Reid,  who  originally  brought  the 
matter  up  in  August.  "In  my  mind,  I 
thought  it  was  unfair,"  said  Reid. 

The  final  straw  came  last  Tuesday, 
when  the  deadline  to  accept  or  reject 
the  proposal  passed.  On  that  day,  the 
symphonic  band  was  to  rehearse  for 
a  performance  to  be  held  Saturday, 
Nov.  29,  and  Reid  was  to  make  his 
decision. 

Reid  failed  to  show  up  for  the  re- 
hearsal, however,  claiming  he  was  ill, 
and  not  in  an  emotional  state  to  deal 
with  the  issue. 


In  an  email  addressed  to  the  band. 
Hart  House  Director  of  Programme 
Laney  Marshall  wrote  that  Reid's  ab- 
sence from  the  rehearsal  was  taken 
as  a  rejection  of  the  proposal,  and  he 
would  therefore  no  longer  be  conduc- 
tor. This  sentiment  was  echoed  by 
Hancock.  "People  have  a  responsibil- 
ity to  let  people  know  [if  they  are  ill], 
and  he  didn't." 

But  Reid  suspects  there  is  more 
to  the  story.  He  said  that  he  and 
the  band  had  planned  a  protest  at 
their  own  recital,  in  which  leaflets 
would  be  placed  on  all  the  chairs  in 
the  audience  to  alert  people  of  the 
perceived  inequalities  at  Hart  House. 
"Sometimes  I  wonder  if  she  [Marshall] 
got  wind  of  it,  but  there's  no  proof  of 
that." 

On  top  of  Reid's  exit,  the  band's 
Saturday  recital  was  cancelled.  They 
only  perform  twice  a  year  as  it  is. 
"They  ripped  the  concert  away  from 
70  students,"  said  Reid. 

For  Hancock,  there  is  no  easy  an- 
swer. "It's  not  what  anyone  wanted," 
she  noted.  "He  quit.  It  was  his  call." 
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Tuesday,  December  2 

Interfaith  DialogueAJofT Hillel  Hanukkah  Celebration-  5-7pin  in  the  Music 
Room.  Ail  vvelcome.  Slialom. 

Community  Kitchen  -  Winter  Warmers  -  Learn  to  mal<e  simple  nutritious  soups 
and  stews,  5-7pm  in  ttie  Catering  Kitchen,  Lower  Level.  $5  Pre-register  at  the  Hall 
Porter's  Desk. 

Bridge  Duplicate  Play.  6:30-1 0pm  in  the  Reading  Room.  New  members  welcome. 

Wednesday,  December  3 

Graduate  Committee  Dinner  -  Claudia  Hepburn,  "Improving  educational  Choices 
for  Ontario  Parents",  6pm  reception  for  6:30pm  dinner.  Tickets  at  Membership 
Services  Office  416.978.4732.  UofT  students  $25,  alumni  members  &  guests  $45. 
EZ  Bridge  Lessons  -  6:30-1 0pm  in  the  Reading  Room. 
Investment  Club  Movie  Night!  -  "Trading  Places",  7pm  in  the  Committees' 
Room.  Ali  welcome. 

Thursday,  December  4 

stages  -  9pm  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Free.  Licensed.  No  cover. 

Friday,  December  5 

December  6th  Memorial-  12:15pm  in  the  Great  Hall. 

Chess  Club  Open  Play  -  Join  the  Hart  House  Chess  Club  for  open  play  from  4- 

lGpm  every  Friday  in  The  Reading  Room. 

Jazz  at  Oscar's  -  Hart  House  Jazz  Ensemble  -  8:30pm  in  the  Arbor  Room. 
Free.  Licensed.  No  cover. 

Saturday,  December  6 

Lit&Lib  Writing  Workshop-  Denise  O'Leary.  "Flesh  Along  the  Bone:  WtXmg  as 
a  Trade:  How  to  Become  a  Writer",  1  -4pm.  Open  to  all  members.  Refreshments. 

Sunday,  December  7 

Singers  Concert  -  "Wishes  of  Peace,  Comfort,  and  Joy",  3pm  in  the  Great  Hall. 
Vivaldi,  Bach,  Srul  Irving  Click,  traditional  African  choral  works  and  much  more. 
Free.  Donations  of  non  perishable  food  for  the  UofT  Food  Bank  welcome. 

Wednesday,  December  10 

5-BUCK  Lunch  -  1 1 :30am-2pm  in  the  Great  Hall 
2nd  Annual  UofT  Christmas  Caro/ featuring  Russeli  Braun,  Guy  Gavrie!  Kay 
and  Kevin  Sylvester,  with  music  by  the  Hart  House  Chorus,  7:30pm  in  the  Great 
Hall.  Tickets  now  on  sale.  $20  ($1 5/students)  at  Hart  House  Theatre  Box  Office. 
41 6.978.8668.  All  proceeds  to  the  UofT  Food  &  Clothing  Bank. 

Sunday,  December  14 

Sunday  Concert -\loca\  Sensations,  Hampton  Avenue  4.  Enjoy  an  afternoon  of 
classics  and  holiday  favourites  a  cappella,  3pm  in  the  Great  Hall. 

Friday,  December  19 

HH  Library  closed  for  inventory  Volunteers  needed  ali  day.  Lunch  included. 
E-mail  jen.hamilton@utoronto.ca 

UPCOMING 

Lit  &  Lib  Contests -22n6  Annual  Literary  Contest  -  Deadline,  midnight.  Jan.  16, 
2004.  Prizes;  S200,  $150,  $100;  The  Hart  House  Review  -  Deadline,  midnight, 
Jan.  16. 2004;  2004  Poetry  Prize  -  Deadline,  midnight,  Feb.  6, 2004.  Prizes 
S200,  $150.  $100.  Pick  up  entry  forms  from  the  Hart  House  Rotunda.  Submission 
must  be  made  separately. 

Hart  House  Art  Competition  -  Deadline,  Mar.  5  and  6,  2004  (See  entry  form  for 
rules  ani  times.)  Pnzes:  $400,  $325,  $272.  Exhibition  Dates:  Mar.  1 1  -Apr.  8.  Open 
to  UofT  students  and  Hart  House  members.  416.978.8398 

ART  416,978.8398 

The  Jusiina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery -Vera  Frenkel:  "The  institute''*:  Or,  What  We 
Do  for  Love",  a  muitidisciplinary  installation.  Nov.  18-Dec.  18.  "From  Phillips  to  the 
Future ",  Canadian  Prints  from  the  Hart  House  Pennanent  Collection.  Runs  Jan.  5-29. 
The  Arbor  Room  -  Paintings  tjy  Samuel  Chow.  Runs  to  Dec.  20.  "In  Absence", 
photography  by  Joyce  Mosby.  Runs  Jan.  5-Feb.  8, 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  Office:  416.978.8668 

mvw.harthousetheatre.ca 
John  Mighton's  Governor  General's  Literary  award  winning  Possible  Worlds,  pro- 
duced by  the  Hart  House  Drama  Society.  Tickets:  S1 5/Sl  2  students  &  seniors. 
Jan  14-24  (Weekl :  V\/ed-Sat  8pm;  Week2:  Wed-Sat  8pm  &  Sat  2pm)  Part  of  Hart 
House  Theatre's  2003-2004  Season. 

GET  THE  NEWS  ON  RADIO 

Tune  in  to  BEYOND  THE  CLASSROOM,  a  weekly  radio  show  on  ClUT  89.5FM  that 
highlights  Hart  House  programmes  and  upcoming  events.  Tuesdays  from  12  noon 
to  1:00p.m. 


All  you  need  is  hate 
(speech  laws):  prof 


by  JAMES  HUGHES 


A  prominent  U  of  T  professor  and 
world-renowned  free  speech  scholar 
came  out  in  support  of  the  administra- 
tion's decision  to  cancel  the  Palestin- 
ian Solidarity  Conference  in  a  public 
lecture  last  Wednesday. 

In  saying  the  university's  decision  to 
cancel  the  conference  was  "probably  a 
good  idea,"  Dr.  Wayne  Summer  waded 
into  a  campus  political  issue  that  has 
angered  many,  and  saw  the  arrest  of 
a  protester  at  a  demonstration  last 
week.  [Varsity,  Nov.  27] 

In  the  question  period  that  followed 
a  lecture  Dr.  Summer  gave  on  the 
merits  and  drawbacks  of  Canada's 
hate  speech  laws,  an  audience  mem- 
ber asked  him  if  he  felt  the  cancella- 
tion of  the  conference  was  justified. 
While  he  supported  the  cancellation, 
Sumner's  remarks  were  limited,  and 
he  conceded  he  "didn't  know  enough 
about  [the  issue]"  to  comment  further. 
He  also  stated  the  need  for  groups  to 
have  spaces  on  campus  to  organize 
free  from  interference.  He  said  it  was 
the  selection  process  of  candidates  for 
the  event  that  was  troublesome  (The 
conference  required  participants  to 
agree  to  a  particular  set  of  political 
principals  as  a  prerequisite  for  atten- 
dance). 

In  commenting  about  the  protection 
of  free  speech  on  campus,  he  noted 
"the  burden  is  on  the  university."  Even- 


tually, the  administration  changed 
their  position,  and  the  conference  took 
place  yesterday.  Dr.  Sumner  did  not 
respond  to  e-mails  from  the  Varsity  re- 
questing a  clarification  of  his  position. 

The  soft  spoken  and  articulate 
Sumner,  who  has  been  a  professor  at 
U  of  T  for  37  years,  "is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  world's  pre-eminent  moral 
philosophers"  according  to  lecture 
organizers.  Dr.  Sumner  spent  the  bulk 
of  the  evening  addressing  the  benefits 
and  shortcomings  of  provisions  in  Can- 
ada's criminal  code  that  allow  for  indi- 
viduals to  be  criminally  charged  if  they 
make  hateful  remarks  against  identifi- 
able groups  in  Canadian  society. 

He  relied  on  two  prominent  exam- 
ples throughout  the  talk;  Jim  Keegstra, 
the  former  Alberta  high  school  teacher 
who  promoted  anti-Semitism  in  his 
classroom,  and  David  Ahenakew,  the 
Aboriginal  rights  leader  who  made 
anti-Jewish  remarks  to  reporters  in 
Saskatchewan  in  2002. 

After  an  acknowledgment  that  hate 
speech  can  dramatically  impact  the 
lives  of  its  intended  victims,  Sumner 
submitted  that  hate  speech  is  a  dif- 
ficult issue  for  liberals  because  it 
presents  a  clash  between  core  liberal 
values:  freedom  and  equality.  Citing 
John  Stuart  Mill  on  several  occasions, 
Sumner  went  on  to  argue  that  hate 
speech  should  indeed  be  free  speech, 
and  that  in  many  cases,  the  media 
scrutiny  and  stigmatization  for  those 


who  utter  hateful  remarks  makes 
criminal  charges  unnecessary. 

Sumner  conceded  that  his  speech 
represents  a  departure  from  his  previ- 
ous views  on  the  topic.  He  has  moder- 
ated his  opinions  on  free  speech  over 
the  course  of  his  academic  career,  and 
also  candidly  points  out  he  is  a  "white, 
straight,  gentrified  male,"  and  that 
many  of  the  minority  groups  who  are 
victims  of  hate  may  see  Canada's  hate 
speech  laws  in  a  different  light.  Sumner 
also  touched  on  the  role  of  the  Internet 
in  promoting  hate  in  Canada.  He  noted 
that  many  groups  advancing  hateful 
ideas  now  do  so  on  the  Internet,  be- 
yond Canadian  borders  and  outside 
the  jurisdiction  of  Canadian  law. 

The  end  of  the  evening  saw  the  floor 
opened  up  to  the  audience.  Along  with 
the  question  that  prompted  Sumner 
to  take  a  stand  of  the  cancellation  of 
the  conference,  he  also  fielded  ques- 
tions about  the  rights  of  churches  in 
Canada  to  refuse  to  marry  gay  couples, 
the  value  of  educating  young  people 
about  racism,  as  well  as  several  others 
inquiries. 

Sumner's  lecture  was  the  third  in 
a  series  of  six  featuring  different  U  of 
T  professors.  The  Global  Knowledge 
Society,  a  student  group  sponsored 
by  the  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science, 
presented  the  event.  The  lecture  took 
place  in  the  Koffler  Institute  for  Phar- 
macy Management  with  an  audience  of 
approximately  100  people. 


Scarborough  ready  for  some  big  changes 


by  VANESSA  LARKEY 


The  Scarborough  Campus  Student 
Union's  Annual  General  Meeting  took 
place  on  Nov.  27,  giving  a  glimpse  of 
some  of  the  big  changes  planned  for 
the  campus  in  the  future. 

The  financial  report  given  by  outgo- 
ing auditor  Richard  Saunders  showed 
that  for  the  2002-2003  school  year 
"the  organization  was  in  good  finan- 
cial shape."  With  an  increased  budget 
from  the  previous  year,  the  SCSU  had 
more  money  to  spend  on  student  re- 
lated issues. 

The  presentation  and  debate 
regarding  the  financial  situation  of 
the  organization  was  followed  by  the 
president's  report,  given  by  Bandur- 
ka.  The  president's  report  outlined 
the  many  changes  that  will  be  oc- 
curring at  UTSC  throughout  this  year 


and  the  next.  Bandurka  stated  that 
there  are  three  main  transformations 
that  will  occur  at  UTSC  that  will  alter 
life  at  the  campus.  The  first  of  these 
changes  is  the  partnership  between 
SAC  and  the  SCSU.  Currently  SAC 
(Student  Administrative  Council)  and 
the  SCSU  are  separate  entities  with 
different  responsibilities.  On  January 
20  21,  students  at  Scarborough  Cam- 
pus will  take  part  in  a  referendum 
to  vote  whether  or  not  they  support 
the  merger.  Bandurka  assured  that 
the  amalgamation  would  "elevate 
the  status  of  UTSC  students"  at  U  of 
T,  and  earn  UTSC  "our  own  place  in 
university  government." 

The  second  massive  change  that 
will  occur  at  UTSC  "will  change 
campus  life  dramatically,"  claimed 
Bandurka,  referring  to  the  opening  of 
Scarborough  campus's  first  student 


center  in  September  2004.  The  center 
will  house  four  new  eateries;  one  be- 
ing Bluffs,  a  student-run  restaurant. 
More  club  space  will  be  available,  as 
well  as  more  prayer  space. 

The  third  major  change  to  occur  at 
UTSC  according  to  Bandurka  is  the 
organizational  growth  and  recon- 
structing of  the  SCSU.  To  aid  with  the 
numerous  changes  that  will  occur  at 
the  campus  the  SCSU  will  be  increas- 
ing the  number  of  positions  available 
within  the  organization. 

Although  there  are  many  changes 
occurring  at  the  campus,  Bandurka 
reminded  the  audience  that  with 
change  comes  challenge.  The  ob- 
stacles the  SCSU  will  face  in  the  near 
future  include  increasing  their  pres- 
ence within  the  university  as  a  whole, 
and  a  heightened  need  for  advocacy 
on  student  issues. 


"Because  Practice  Without  Approach  is  Hazardous." 

For  a  legal  problem  you  want  a  lawyer. 
For  an  LSAT  book  you  want  the  finest  autfior. 
For  an  LSAT  PREP  Course  you  want  tfie  finest  teacher. 
Only  prep. com  offers  all  three! 

This  spring  and  summer  John  Richardson,  BA.,  LLB,  J.D.  author  of 
Mastering  the  LSAT  and  Law^  School  Bound  will  for  the  23"^ 
consecutive  year  PERSONALLY  teach  his  LIVE  program  on  the  U  of  T 
campus.  The  Mastering  The  LSAT  program  begins  May  8  and  May  15. 
Weekend  Prep  for  Feb  starts  Jan.  17  and  23. 


To  suscribe  to  the  Law  School  Bound 
email  newsletter,  email:  lawnews@prep.com 


HOT  YOGA 

Bikram  Yoga  Method 


720  Spadina  Ave. 
Suite  306 

416-961-9530 

Classes  Daily 

www.hotyoga.ca 
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ON  THE  STREET 


Interviews  and  photographs  by  DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 

What  is  the  craziest  thing  you  i^e 
e<^er  done  in  a  bar? 


"Getting  yelled  at  for  making  out  with 
a  girl  at  the  Brunswick  House.  1  guess 
we  had  sat  down  with  a  large  group  of 
people  who  weren't  really  into  PDA's." 

-Chad  Inglis 

4th  year  English/ East  Asian  Studies 


"A  couple  of  months  ago,  my  friends  and 
1  decided  to  get  as  loaded  as  humanly 
possible.  We  wound  up  at  Milwaukee's 
and  proceeded  to  start  a  fight.  I'm  not 
proud  of  it. ..but  it  was  some  real  knock 
down  drag  em'  out  fun." 

-Liz  Keay 

4th  year  English /Psychology 


"...dancing  so  that  my  body  touched 
another's. ..what's  the  word  for  that? 
Right.  Grinding...!" 

-Cali  Jamal 

1st  year  Business  Management 


"After  popping  pills  at  the  Guvernment, 
my  boyfriend  and  1  started  handing  out 
these  balloons  to  random  people  as 
they  walked  by.  It  was  something  that 
I'll  never  forget..." 

-Ani  Christina 

3rd  year  Philosophy 


Smile  for  the  camera:  Hsizem  Jamjoum  (leff)  and  Dina  Al-Damiri  hold  court  at  the 
Palestinian  Solidarity  Conference  while  a  cameraman  gathers  footage  for  the  news. 


COISFERENCE^^  Continued  from  page  I 

second,  we  can  talk  about  this,'"  he  con- 
tinued. Lightstone  was  not  as  enthusiastic 
about  the  content  of  the  conference  itself. 
"I  don't  believe  a  group  that  has  a  basis  of 
unity  like  that  can  bring  peace  to  this  cam- 
pus," he  noted,  adding  that  he  disagreed 
with  the  tenet  which  stated  that  Palestin- 


ians should  be  able  to  resist  Israel  by  any 
means  of  their  choosing.  "They  should  have 
just  said  'they  should  have  the  right  to  re- 
sist," he  believed. 

If  anything,  Lightstone  felt  he  at  least 
came  away  from  the  conference  with  a  new 
friend,  and  a  better  understanding  of  the 
other  side  of  the  conflict.  "Hopefully  we  can 
ease  the  tensions  on  campus." 


ACADEMIC  BOARD 


OF  THE  GOVERNING  COUNCIL 


IarborI 


CALL  FOR 

NOMINATIONS/APPLICATIONS 


Full-time  Undergraduate  Student 
Professional  Faculties 


Co-opted  Member  for  Academic  Board 


Nominations/applications  are  now  open 

for  a  co-opted  (non-Governing  Council) 
full-tinne  undergraduate  professional  fac- 
ulties student  member  for  the  Academic 
Board.  There  is  currently  an  Engineering 
student  on  the  Board  and  a  student  from 
a  different  Faculty  would  be  preferred  for 
the  second  seat. 

Persons  may  be  nominated  or  they  may 
present  themselves  as  candidates.  All 
nominees  should  submit  a  letter  includ- 
ing an  indication  of  agreement  to  serve  if 
selected,  a  brief  resume,  his/her  student 
number,  year,  Faculty,  telephone  number, 
email  address  and  a  valid  address.  Please 
note  that  the  nominee  must  be  registered 
full  time  in  a  program  leading  to  a  degree 
in  order  to  serve. 


Please  send  nominations  to: 

Ms  Susan  Girard 
Governing  Council  Secretariat 
Room  106  Simcoe  Hall 
University  of  Toronto 
416-978-8428 


Deadline  for  nominations: 


Friday,  December  12,  2003 


The  membership  of  the  Governing  Council  Boards 
and  Committees  should  reflect  the  diversity 
of  the  University.  Nominations  are,  therefore, 
encouraged  of  a  wide  variety  of  individuals. 


4  Monday,  December  1, 2003 


Opinion 


Analysis 


opinions@thevar$ity.ca 


Conference  is  about  safe  space 


At  a  punk  music  festival  in  Colum- 
bus, Ohio  a  few  years  back,  some- 
thing deeply  important  occurred.  A 
group  at  the  festival  had  created  a 
"people  of  colour  safe  space,"  where 
non-white  punks  could  hang  out 
together  and  feel  safe.  The  white 
punks,  who  also  represented  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  attend- 
ees, felt  very  slighted  and  hurt  by 
this  safe  space.  Many  argued  that 
punk  was  supposed  to  be  about 
inclusion,  and  that  the  people  of 
colour  were  excluding  them.  The 
situation  was  exacerbated  by  the 
fact  that  the  punk  rock  scene  was 
very  politically  correct  at  the  time, 
so  to  call  a  white  punk  insensitive 
towards  a  person  of  colour  was  a 
major  insult. 

Eventually,  the  members  of  the 
people  of  colour  safe  space  made 
a  presentation  on  stage,  outlining 
their  frustrations.  Despite  all  the 
good  intentions  of  white  punks,  the 
punks  of  colour  were  still  a  heav- 
ily underrepresented  group  in  the 
scene.  When  one  of  them  went  to  a 
show,  there  would  be  a  very  good 
chance  that  they  would  be  the  only 
person  of  colour  in  the  room.  None 


-  EDITORIAL  < 

of  the  white  punks  would  ever  un- 
derstand that  feeling;  the  shows 
they  went  to  were  always  filled  with 
people  who  look  just  like  them. 
Therefore,  the  people  of  colour 
safe  space  offered  something  the 
group  usually  didn't  have:  unity 
and  familiarity. 

And  so  we  come  to  the  Palestin- 
ian Solidarity  Conference,  again 
run  by  groups  who  look  around 
campus  and  feel  cornered.  As 
demonstrated  by  the  clashes  on 
campus  last  Wednesday,  Palestin- 
ian supporters  can't  even  protest 
without  drawing  counter-protests 
from  Israeli  supporters.  At  least 
one  counter-protestor  admitted 
that  if  he  had  been  allowed  into  the 
conference,  he  planned  to  ambush 
speakers  with  questions  about 
suicide  bombers  and  bus  attacks, 
even  if  that  particular  forum  was 
on  feminism  or  queer  activism  in 
Palestine. 

Valid  criticisms?  Perhaps.  But 
doesn't  this  group  deserve  a 
chance  to  sit  down  and  organize, 


to  address  these  criticisms  among 
their  own  group  members,  and  not 
be  worried  about  being  judged? 
The  basis  of  unity  may  have  been 
extreme  in  its  tenets,  but  it  had  a 
very  specific  purpose:  to  ensure 
that  those  attending  the  confer- 
ence were  on  the  same  wavelength. 
Whether  we  as  outsiders  under- 
stand or  agree  with  the  basis  of 
unity  is  irrelevant:  much  like  the 
punks  in  Columbus,  Palestinian 
supporters  need  some  time  to  fig- 
ure out  how  they  are  going  to  deal 
with  an  issue  that  has  often  torn 
apart  the  families  of  both  them- 
selves and  their  opponents.  It's  not 
like  Israeli  and  Palestinian  support- 
ers are  never  going  to  debate  each 
other  on  campus  again.  In  fact,  the 
best  debates  are  the  ones  in  which 
both  sides  are  as  well  informed 
as  possible.  If  the  administration 
didn't  want  to  support  the  event, 
they  should  have  rejected  the  pro- 
posal right  off  the  bat,  instead  of 
cancelling  with  less  than  24  hours 
to  go.  Let's  be  thankful  they  came 
to  their  senses  and  let  the  group 
do  the  one  thing  they  needed  to  do 
right  now:  get  together  and  talk. 


SAC  stirs  the  pot 

Is  student  council  to  blame  for  current  mid-East  tensions  atUofT? 


by  ANDREW  LEFOLEY 


Three  years  ago,  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  serving  on  the  Students'  Admin- 
istrative Council  with  two  excellent 
people:  John  Leef  and  Muhammad 
Basil  Ahmad. 

John  was  representing  Univer- 
sity College,  active  in  the  Jewish 
Students'  Union,  and  as  a  holder  of 
joint  Israeli-Canadian  citizenship 
had  done  his  mandatory  service 
with  the  Israeli  Defence  Force. 
Muhammad  was  representing  Arts 
&  Science  students  to  Governing 
Council,  and  was  very  active  in  the 
Muslim  Students'  Association. 

Needless  to  say,  they  approached 
the  Israel-Palestine  issue  from  very 
divergent  perspectives. 

However,  while  they  were  both 
willing  and  able  to  argue  their  re- 
spective positions  with  passion, 
eloquence,  and  authority,  their 
treatment  of  one  another  was 
always  marked  by  two  other  cru- 
cial characteristics:  civility  and 
respect. 

Moreover,  these  two  excellent 
parliamentarians  were  also  able  to 
look  past  their  points  of  disagree- 
ment and  work  together  on  issues 
of  common  concern.  This  was  also 


the  same  year  that  the  JSU  and 
MSA  were  working  on  a  joint  call  for 
peace  in  the  Middle  East. 

Flash-forward  to  today.  Members 
of  our  community  are  spitting  on 
one  another,  the  Editor  of  The  News- 
paper is  receiving  death  threats, 
and  U  of  T  is  threatening  to  degen- 
erate into  another  "Disconcordia." 

So  what  happened? 

In  a  word,  SAC  happened. 

As  a  multi-cultural  institution  in 
a  very  multi-cultural  city,  U  of  T 
has  long  been  home  to  passionate 
debates  reflecting  the  conflicts  of 
the  world.  But  for  so  long  as  these 
issues  were  being  debated  by 
members  of  the  U  of  T  community, 
those  members  seemed  to  largely 
understand  and  remember  tTie  obli- 
gations and  duties  incumbent  upon 
members  of  our  community. 

In  other  words,  the  duties  of  civil- 
ity and  respect. 

But  SAC  wasn't  satisfied  with  that 
state  of  affairs.  No,  rather  than  give 
voice  to  the  hundreds  of  professors 
and  students  in  our  community 
who — like  John  Leef  and  Moham- 
mad Basil  Ahmad — could  argue  the 
Israel-Palestine  issue  with  great  au- 
thority and  still  want  to  shake  one 
another's  hands,  SAC  decided  to 


bring  in  outside  rabble-rousers. 

And  to  what  possible  end?  With 
so  many  members  of  the  U  of  T  com- 
munity willing  and  able  to  debate 
this  issue,  often  from  first-hand  ex- 
perience, why  bring  in  Norman  Fin- 
kelstein,  a  speaker  known  primarily 
for  being  a  flashpoint  for  rage? 

In  any  event,  the  result  seems 
clear:  by  bringing  in  speakers 
with  no  connection  to  our  commu- 
nity— and  therefore  no  obligation 
to  fulfill  the  duties  of  respect  and 
civility  incumbent  upon  members 
of  our  community — SAC  has  sent  a 
very  clear  message:  that  the  gloves 
can  come  off. 

But  what's  most  disturbing  is  that 
this  seems  deliberate.  Finkelstein 
wasn't  brought  in  to  "stimulate 
interest."  The  interest  was  already 
there.  He  wasn't  brought  in  be- 
cause of  some  "greater  authority" 
on  the  issue.  There  are  many  U  of 
T  professors  with  equal  or  greater 
authority. 

No,  Finkelstein  was  brought  in  for 
one  reason  only:  to  stir  the  pot.  And 
as  1  watch  my  fellow  students  be- 
ing spat  upon  and  receiving  death 
threats,  all  1  can  think  to  say  is  this: 

Congratulations,  SAC:  pot  well 
stirred. 


LETTERS 


More  humus, 
less  hubris 

Re:  Middle  East  showdown 
gets  ugly  (Nov.  27) 

Am  1  the  only  one  who  can't  under- 
stand this  obsession  among  the 
self-righteous  for  protesting?  Your 
recent  cover  story  made  me  laugh.  1 
happened  to  walk  right  through  the 
protest  last  Wednesday  and  1  couldn't 
help  but  marvel  at  the  futility  of  it  all. 

1  know  I'm  going  to  be  butchered  for 
writing  this,  but  until  someone  can 
give  me  a  rational  explanation  as  to 
what  either  protest  accomplished  1 
don't  even  know  why  these  folk  wast- 
ed their  breath.  How  do  people  help 
their  side  in  this  conflict  by  yelling  at 
someone  who  supports  the  other  side 
of  the  conflict  in  a  city  thousands  of 
kilometres  away? 

As  far  I  can  see  they  don't.  Of  course 
1  probably  can't  see  because  I'm  a  rac- 
ist or  a  terrorist  or  an  anti-Semite  or 
any  of  the  other  terrible  terms  these 
people  love  to  throw  around.  I  guess 
what  I'm  trying  to  say  is...  leave  your 
conflicts  where  they  belong,  people. 

You  aren't  changing  anything  by 
spreading  hatred  even  further.  Your 
yelling  in  Toronto  won't  stop  a  tank 
in  Gaza  or  a  suicide  bomber  in  Haifa. 
All  you  are  really  doing  is  blocking 
the  entrance  to  the  bookstore.  What 
does  my  protesting  accomplish?  All 
you've  really  done  is  turned  Toronto 
into  a  front  for  someone  else's  war.  A 
pointless,  very  minor  front  with  no 
outcome  on  the  war  at  all.  If  you  want 
to  fight,  go  to  Israel/Palestine.  If  not, 
please,  just  relax. 

Peter  Hynd 

111  times  over 

Wellness 

Centre 

QSS  is  the  Quality  Service  to  Students 
Committee,  held  once  a  month  on  the 
Mississauga  Campus.  Last  week  a  vote 
was  held  to  pass  a  proposed  motion 
of  a  wording  change  of  a  new  wellness 
centre  facility.  EPUS  (a  division  of 
APUS)  took  this  opportunity  to  re- 
educate the  students  on  the  wellness 
centre,  the  design,  conveniences,  and 
the  increases  in  incidental  fees:  $150 
for  full  time  students,  and  $30  for 
part-time  students. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  classes 
were  notified  by  EPUS  through  class 
representatives.  The  majority  of 
students  voted  "no"  to  the  motion 
through  an  informal  vote.  They 
were  referred  to  the  wellness  centre 
website  before  the  vote,  in  order  to 


be  made  aware  of  the  issue.  Repeated 
attempts  were  made  by  EPUS  and 
SAC-UTM  to  have  the  issue  go  to  a 
referendum,  so  the  entire  student 
body  could  participate  in  the  vote. 
The  administration  and  a  few  other 
student  governments  voted  against 
a  referendum  without  consulting 
students. 

Regardless,  EPUS  and  SAC  lost  the 
vote  for  the  wellness  centre  at  last 
week's  QSS  meeting.  The  administra- 
tives  that  had  a  vote  voted  "yes,"  ob- 
viously. ECSU,  UTMAC,  and  Residence 
voted  "yes"  as  well.  But  EPUS  and  SAC 
voted  "no"  after  consulting  as  many 
students  as  they  could.  Overall,  the 
majority  of  the  student  body  at  UTM 
feels  that  the  vote  for  the  wellness 
centre  was  part  of  an  undemocratic 
process. 

The  next  step  is  the  Governing 
Council.  I  really  hope  that  the  voters 
of  GC  take  into  account  the  undemo- 
cratic process  that  occurred  at  the 
Mississauga  campus:  student  leaders 
of  some  organizations  voted  "yes"  for 
a  wellness  centre  without  consulting 
their  student  bodies. 

Shaila  Kibria 

EPUS  President 

My  sincere 
apology 

Re:  Our  Mistake  (Nov.  24) 

I  wish  to  apologize  for  a  mistake  1 
made  in  my  recent  review  of  the 
women's  hockey  game  between  the 
Chinese  national  team  and  the  Blues. 
1  wrongly  stated  that  a  "boatload" 
of  Chinese  supporters  were  at  the 
game.  This  was  an  honest  mistake 
and  was  not  meant  to  be  a  racial  slur 
or  a  racist  joke.  1  was  simply  trying 
to  convey  the  fact  that  the  Chinese 
team  had  a  large  number  of  support- 
ers at  the  game  and  failed  to  con- 
sider that  using  the  term  "boatload" 
was  offensive. 

I  sincerely  apologize  for  this  bad 
choice  of  phrasing.  1  did  not  mean  to 
offend  anyone  or  further  propagate 
a  stupid  racist  stereotype.  1  myself 
have  ancestors  from  Hong  Kong  and 
China  and  realize  that  1  should  have 
known  better  than  to  call  a  large 
number  of  Chinese  fans  a  "boatload." 

1  will  make  sure  1  consider  my  word 
choice  more  carefully  in  the  future, 
and  I  am  truly  sorry  to  anyone  who  - 
may  have  found  that  line  in  my 
article  offensive.  1  will  make  sure  this 
type  of  error  does  not  occur  in  the 
future. 

Matt  Somers 

Varsity  Staff 
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Cancellation 
unfair 

Re:  Palestinian  conference 
killed,  (Nov.  24) 


It  is  outrageous  that  the  U  of  T 
administration  withdrew  the  booic- 
ing  for  a  conference  organized  by 
Palestinian  students  because  their 
basis  of  unity  included  uncondi- 
tional support  of  a  right  of  return 
for  Palestinians  and  opposition 
to  any  two-state  "solution"  as  a 
viable  option  for  the  Palestinian 
people.  We  all  know  U  of  T  would 
never  ban  a  Zionist  conference 
committed  to  those  two  points.  All 
Zionists  are  agreed  on  an  uncondi- 
tional "right  of  return"  for  Jews  to 
Israel,  and  many-including,  until 
recently,  Israeli  Prime  Minister 
Ariel  Sharon-emphatically  oppose 
any  two-state  deal. 

Danny  Goldstick 

Professor  of  Philosophy 


A  Commentary  on  Stepping  Up 


byL.SUMNAUTHandl.WINDHAGER 

As  two  students — one  a  recent  gradu- 
ate and  one  finishing  this  year — we 
have  had  seriously  discouraging 
and  dehumanizing  experiences  at  U 
of  T.  We  have  both  studied  political 
science,  environmental  studies,  and 
international  development. 

Our  core  issues  of  contention  are 
innumerable.  However,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  brief  commentary,  we 
will  focus  on  the  intellectual  risk-tak- 
ing and  innovation  that  is  purported 
to  be  a  fundamental  value  of  the 
institution  in  Stepping  Up  (the  recent 
white  paper  on  academic  planning, 
available  through  the  office  of  the 
provost). 

To  commence,  it  has  been  our 
mutual  experience  that  with  very 
little  exception,  both  professors  and 
TAs  respond  very  poorly  to  ideas 
that  reach  beyond  the  scope  of  their 
rationale.  It  is  admittedly  a  strength 
to  evaluate  both  sides  of  any  given  de- 
bate when  writing  a  paper.  However, 
when  students  weigh  their  papers 


heavily  with  those  ideas  that  are  most 
sacred  to  them,  that  fall  left  of  cen- 
tre, it  has  been  our  very  consistent 
experience  to  receive  lower  marks 
and  heavy  criticism.  Criticism  is  of 
course  welcome  when  it  is  construc- 
tive or  when  it  creates  an  opportunity 
for  dialogue.  However,  lower  marks 
for  well-argued,  left-wing  papers  is 
clearly  ideological  discrimination. 
Nevertheless,  this  institution — from 
professor  to  professor — obviously 
favours  political  content  that  is  both 
conservative  and  limited.  It  is  the 
responsibility  of  any  educator  to 
evaluate  ideas  beyond  the  confines 
of  their  own  values  of  what  is  "right." 
Sadly,  this  university  employs  very 
few  such  educators,  and  has  clearly 
made  it  difficult  for  those  who  have 
exhibited  these  skills  and  who  share  a 
less  conservative  mentality  to  obtain 
tenure. 

As  mentioned  in  Stepping  Up, 
globalization  is  a  key  element  of  the 
"changing  intellectual  landscape" 
of  our  time.  As  the  world's  most  es- 
teemed intellectuals  have  realized, 


the  dominant  global  financial  system 
that  exists  in  wake  of  the  colonial  era 
coupled  with  the  tremendous  envi- 
ronmental degradation  underway, 
illustrate  the  need  for  serious  re- 
evaluation  and  reconstruction  of  es- 
tablished institutions.  The  dominant 
right-wing  bias  of  U  of  T  discourages 
the  type  of  thinking  that  would  lead  to 
leadership  and  strategic  participation 
in  the  necessary  reformation  of  this 
predicament.  On  the  contrary,  U  of  T 
generally  promotes  an  ideology  coun- 
ter to  any  creative  thinking  that  might 
contribute  to  social  reform,  given  the 
context  of  an  unknown  political  and 
social  landscape. 

U  of  T  must  take  real  steps  towards 
achieving  its  values,  vision,  and 
mission,  as  stated  in  Stepping  Up 
since  this  supposedly  established 
framework  has  yet  to  be  realized!  At 
present,  the  university  functions  first 
and  foremost  as  an  economic  institu- 
tion— a  business  serving  clients.  The 
valuable  notion  of  education  through 
collaboration  has  been  manipulated 
into  a  mechanism  of  conformity. 


CAMPUS  EVENTS 


World  AIDS  Day,  Mon  Dec  1 

10  am  -  5  pm:  Photo  exhibit,  Med 
Sci  Bldg,  Stone  Lobby. 
5-6:30  pm:  Candlelight  vigil 
with  speakers  Richard  Elliot 
from  the  Canadian  HlV/AlDS 
Legal  Network  and  Dr.  Owens 
Wiwa  from  U  of  T's  Centre  for 
International  Health. 
Presented  by  U  of  T's 
International  Health  Program. 
Students  Against  Global  AIDS, 
Gendering  Adolescent  AIDS 
Prevention  Project,  and  the 
Centre  for  Internaional  Health. 

December  6th  Memorial 

St.  George  Campus:  Fri  Dec  5. 
12:15  pm  - 1:15  pm,  Hart  House. 
Reception  to  follow. 
Scarborough  Campus:  Fri  Dec  5, 
10:45  am,  Leigha  Browne  Theatre. 
Mississauga  Campus:  Fri  Dec  5, 12 
pm,  Student  Centre,  Presentation 
Room, 

Free  events  listings  for  campus 
events.  Email  editor@thevarsit\  ca 
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byBRYWEBB 


It  turns  out  my  guardian  angel 
is  a  40-year  old  French  trucker 
named  Eddie. 

Out  in  rural  Saskatchewan,  the 
Trans-Canada  Highway  goes  up  to 
110  km/h,  and  any  rest  stops  are 
on  service  roads  about  two  kilo- 
metres out  of  the  way.  What  this 
means  is  that  if  your  momentum 
isn't  up  at  this  point,  the  prairies 
can  hold  you  up  significantly  when 
hitching  across  the  country. 

1  had  been  doing  fine  up  until 
this  point.  1  had  seen  Neil  Young 
and  Crazy  Horse  the  week  before 
I  left  home,  so  I  was  in  the  right 
frame  of  mind.  In  three  days  1  had 
made  it  from  Toronto  to  the  middle 
of  Saskatchewan,  constantly  mov- 
ing during  the  days,  camping  out  at 
night,  and  eating  well.  In  Regina, 
however,  1  lost  my  rhythm.  It  was 
about  forty  degrees  at  noon  on 
the  outskirts.  1  had  been  dropped 
off  in  a  field  just  east  of  the  city 
the  night  before  by  a  medicinal 
pot  activist  on  a  protest  tour  of 
the  prairies.  1  had  slept  under 
the  Northern  Lights.  I  walked  all 
afternoon,  hoping  to  find  a  fruitful 
exit,  carrying  a  guitar  case  that 
read,  "Brake  for  Rock  and  Roll".  At 
about  4  p.m.  I  was  burnt  out  and 
sick  of  wading  through  minefields 
of  grasshoppers.  1  took  an  exit 
into  town,  and  found  a  place  to 
rest  in  a  downtown  park.  Within 
half  an  hour  I  had  met  Sandy,  an 
artist  with  a  grant  from  the  Sas- 
katchewan Arts  Council  to  set  up 
a  "mobile  cassette  lending  library" 
project  which  she  had  conceived, 
twice  a  week  in  that  same  park. 
We  talked  about  Beat  Happening, 
The  Royal  Art  Lodge,  and  the  great 
skate  rock  bands  of  the  eighties. 


I  fell  immediately  in  love  with 
her  and  she  asked  if  1  wanted  to 
go  swimming  with  her  and  some 
friends  at  the  public  pool.  1  said 
yes  and  ended  up  staying  with  her 
for  three  days. 

Eventually  I  had  to  get  back 
on  the  highway,  as  1  was  hoping 
to  make  it  to  Bamfield,  BC  (the 
westernmost  city  in  Canada)  by 
the  end  of  the  week.  We  said  our 
goodbyes,  and  I  hit  the  road  again, 
catching  a  ride  with  a  farmer  from 
Qu'Appelle  who  was  headed  to 
Moose  Jaw.  The  ride  was  short,  but 
it  felt  good  to  be  moving  again. 

I  walked  from  one  end  of  Moose 
Jaw  to  the  other,  and  continued 
out  onto  the  highway.  A  grasshop- 
per stuck  to  my  guitar  and  rode 
with  me  for  most  of  the  afternoon. 
Initially,  I  took  this  as  a  good 
omen,  but  after  five  hours  of  walk- 
ing, my  spirits  were  low.  I  finally 
stopped  for  dinner  at  a  rest  station 
a  little  ways  off  the  highway.  After 
eating,  I  watched  the  entire  dinner 
rush  empty  out  of  the  parking  lot 
without  getting  so  much  as  a  smile. 
1  waited  well  into  dusk,  trying  to 
keep  my  spirits  up,  but  truthfully 
getting  more  and  more  depressed 
at  having  just  left  a  wonderful 
woman  and  a  good  friend  to  be  sit- 
ting alone  on  a  service  road  in  the 
rural  heart  of  the  prairies. 

My  confidence,  and  the  mo- 
mentum of  those  first  few  days, 
seemed  completely  busted.  For 
the  first  time  on  this  trip,  I  began 
to  feel  the  fear.  Panic  was  coming 
in,  and  I  couldn't  figure  out  what  in 
the  hell  I  was  doing  in  the  middle 
of  nowhere,  with  little  money  and 
no  sign  of  a  friendly  driver. 

My  last  resort  was  to  plead  with 
three  truckers  smoking  in  the  lot, 
whose  rigs  hadn't  moved  since  1 


had  arrived.  Their  initial  response 
was  standard:  It's  an  insurance 
risk,  we  could  lose  our  union 
memberships,  our  jobs,  etc.  Fair 
enough.  I  walked  back  to  my  gear, 
disconsolate.  But  within  minutes  of 
watching  the  three  men  head  back 
into  the  restaurant,  the  youngest 
of  them  came  back  out,  walked 
over  to  me,  and  said  discreetly,  in 
a  thick  French  accent,  "I  think  1  can 
give  you  a  hand." 

My  heart  exploded  out  of  my 
chest.  Eddie  explained  that  the 
other  guys  had  agreed  to  turn 
their  heads,  so  that  he  might  give 
me  a  ride  to  the  next  reasonable 


town.  My  eyes  were  shining.  1 
thanked  him,  and  we  set  out.  Eddie 
had  moved  from  France  to  Mon- 
treal five  years  ago,  and  had  begun 
driving  trucks  only  recently.  We 
talk  about  music,  my  jaw  hits  the 
floor  when  he  tells  me  that  he  saw 
Patti  Smith,  The  Clash,  Talking 
Heads  each  a  dozen  times  when 
he  was  a  kid.  An  hour  later,  we  hit 
Swift  Current,  and  Eddie  drives 
(out  of  his  way)  into  town,  honking 
at  pedestrians  to  find  out  where  we 
might  find  the  Greyhound  station. 
Ultimately,  we  find  it,  and  1  say 
thank  you  and  promise  to  someday 
repay  the  favour  a  thousand  times 


DENNIS  CHOaUETTE 

over.  Eddie  just  smiles  and  shakes 
my  hand,  and  tells  me  he's  going  to 
wait  there  until  I  get  my  ticket.  The 
only  thing  he  said  before  driving 
away  was,  "nice  talking  to  you." 

I  eventually  made  it  to  BC,  af- 
ter resuming  hitching  in  Alberta, 
where  the  speed  limit  is  a  little 
friendlier,  but  the  highway  patrol 
are  not.  That's  another  story.  Any- 
way, the  only  piece  of  advice  I  can 
really  offer  to  prospective  hitch- 
hikers from  the  experiences  I've 
had  is,  be  aware  of  your  momen- 
tum, try  and  learn  something  from 
every  ride  you  get,  and  keep  an  eye 
out  for  angels  on  the  highway. 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Greyhound  has  dirt-cheap  compan- 
ion fares,  Air  Canada  has  last-minute 
deals  and  Via  boasts  a  relaxing  train 
ride,  but  for  some  people,  train  hop- 
ping is  the  only  way  to  travel. 

The  hobo  tradition  of  stowing  away 
in  a  train  and  ridin'  the  rails  stretches 
back  before  the  Depression,  and  has 
gained  popularity  in  recent  years 
thanks  to  punks,  anarchists  and  hip- 
pies who  just  don't  appreciate  book- 
ing their  vacations  in  advance. 

"It's  always  a  good  day  trip,"  says 
Rob,  a  train  hopper  living  in  Mon- 
treal. "There's  nothing  like  being  on  a 
moving  metal  giant  and  seeing  things 
you  couldn't  otherwise  see." 

But  the  activity  isn't  as  simple  as 
the  name  implies;  a  lot  of  work  goes 
into  actually  getting  onto  a  train, 
especially  if  it's  moving.  "Ideally  you 
want  to  be  in  it  before  it's  moving," 
Rob  notes.  It's  also  harder  to  train 


hop  in  Canada  than  it  is  in  the  US, 
as  there  are  many  more  tracks  in 
the  states.  Also,  the  US  has  more 
"hot  shots,"  or  trains  that  go  direct 
from  one  destination  to  another 
without  stopping.  "Piggybacks," 
which  do  make  frequent  stops,  are 
more  difficult  to  hop  because  the 
stops  increase  your  chances  of  get- 
ting busted  by  "bulls,"  (train  cops) 
or  switch  operators  working  for  the 
railways. 

Rob  notes  that  the  explosion  of 
graffiti  artists  in  the  past  20  years  has 
also  hurt  the  pastime,  as  trainyards 
are  a  favourite  target,  which  means 
the  bulls  have  become  more  vigilant. 
The  post- 9/11  era  has  also  robbed 
hoppers  of  schedule  info  that  used  to 
be  key  in  tracking  incoming  trains,  as 
security  has  been  heightened. 

Perhaps  the  most  dangerous  part 
of  the  ride  is  actually  getting  off  the 
train,  because  no  one's  going  to  roll 
out  a  red  carpet  for  you.  Most  likely, 
you  will  have  to  jump  from  a  mov- 


ing train,  which  presents  several 
problems  involving  gravity  and  the 
train's  speed.  "If  you're  gonna  do  it, 
know  you  can  run  that  fast,"  cautions 
Rob.  Otherwise,  your  momentum 
could  roll  you  back  on  the  track  and 
under  the  train.  "That's  your  worst 
nightmare,"  Jie  warns. 

The  proper  way  to  leap  from  a  mov- 
ing train  is  to  first  judge  your  speed, 
then  plan  to  take  your  first  step  with 
your  outside  leg,  and  hit  the  ground 
running. 

But  even  being  in  the  yard  can  be 
a  fatal  hazard.  Sometimes  trains  are 
"humped,"  or  let  go,  from  the  rest  of 
the  cars.  "A  train  could  be  moving 
without  you  even  knowing  it,"  Rob 
says.  "It's  actually  quite  dangerous  if 
you  don't  know  what  you're  doing." 

So  besides  a  free  ride,  what's  the 
obsession? 

"There's  something  more  to  it," 
says  Rob.  "The  idea  of  being  part  of  a 
tradition.  Hoboing  goes  a  lot  further 
back  than  punk  rock  or  squatting." 
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scientist  infected  with  praise 


A  T-cell  covered  in  HIV  viruses. 


SCIENCE  BRIEFS 

"Orgasmatron" 
inventor  in  need  of 
volunteers 

A  North  Carolina  scientist  is  having 
difficulty  finding  volunteers  to  have  his 
female  orgasm-triggering  device  im- 
planted in  their  bodies.  He  invented  the 
apparatus  two  years  ago,  but  clinical 
trials  were  only  given  the  go-ahead  this 
year  by  the  FDA.  The  device  consists  of 
a  battery  pack  with  attached  wires  that 
get  inserted  into  a  woman's  spine  to 
trigger  an  orgasm.  Only  one  woman 
so  far  has  volunteered  for  the  study. 
She  wore  the  device  for  nine  days,  had 
sex  with  her  husband  seven  times,  and 
climaxed  every  time.  Prior  to  this  she 
had  not  had  an  orgasm  in  four  years.  A 
full  device  would  be  implanted  in  the 
buttocks,  cost  $13,000,  and  also  come 
with  a  hand-held  remote  control. 
-ZOE  CORMIER 
Source:  New  Scientist 


Deforestation  causing 
rise  in  malaria 


A  study  from  John  Hopkins  University 
in  Baltimore  has  found  that  for  every 
one  per  cent  rise  in  deforestation  there 
is  an  eight  per  cent  rise  in  malaria.  Re- 
searchers looked  at  deforestation  rates 
in  northern  Peru  and  the  rise  in  the 
populations  of  Anopheles  darlingi,  the 
local  species  of  mosquito  that  spreads 
the  malaria  virus.  The  mosquito  rose  in 
numbers  after  local  forests  had  been 
felled,  most  likely  because  it  thrives 
in  sunny  open  ponds.  Scientists  warn 
that  changing  human  contact  with  ani- 
mals will  continue  to  result  in  disease 
epidemics  like  SARS  and  the  West  Nile 
Virus. 
-ZC 

Source:  Nature 

Rese£u*chers  developing 
contraceptive  spray 

Scientists  in  Australia  are  develop- 
ing a  new  spray-on  contraceptive 
for  women.  The  spray  contains  the 
synthetic  female  hormone  Nestorone. 
The  hormone  cannot  be  taken  orally 
like  a  birth  control  pill  because  the 
molecule  breaks  down  too  easily  in 
the  stomach.  It  can  however  be  easily 
sprayed  on  and  absorbed  through  the 
skin.  The  hormone  can  then  slowly 
trickle  into  the  bloodstream,  resulting 
in  a  constant  rate  of  hormone  delivery 
to  the  blood.  Oral  contraceptives,  on 
the  other  hand,  result  in  a  quick  peak 
after  swallowing  the  pill,  which  means 
women  must  be  very  careful  to  take  the 
pill  at  the  same  time  every  day.  With  a 
spray,  less  of  the  hormone  would  have 
to  be  given,  meaning  fewer  side  effects. 
It  also  would  not  have  to  be  taken  at  the 
exact  same  time  every  day. 
-ZC 

Source:  New  Scientist 


UofT 

byANNASHALAGINOVA 


U  of  T's  Dr.  Tak  Mak  became  the 
Canadian  this  November  to  receive  the 
Paul  Ehrlich  and  Ludwig  Darmstaedter 
Prize,  Germany's  most  prestigious 
award  for  biomedical  research.  He  is 
sharing  it  with  Stanford  University's 
Mark  Davis.  The  award  comes  with  an 
endowment  of  100,000  Euros  (roughly 
150,000  CAD).  Dr  Mak  will  receive  the 
award  in  Frankfurt  on  March  14,  2004. 

Dn  Mak  is  a  professor  in  U  of  T's 
department  of  medical  biophysics  and 
immunology.  He  is  also  a  senior  sci- 
entist at  Princess  Margaret  Hospital's 
Ontario  Cancer  Institute,  and  the 
founding  director  of  the  University 
Health  Network's  Advanced  Medical 
Discovery  Institute.  In  1984  Dr.  Mak 
cloned  the  T-cell  receptor  genes,  a 
landmark  scientific  achievement.  Once 
scientists  could  make  copies  of  the 
T-cell  receptor  gene,  they  could  more 
easily  study  it  in  the  lab  environment. 
Knowing  how  the  T-cell  receptor  func- 
tions and  how  to  improve  its  action  will 
help  scientists  find  cures  for  cancer, 
AIDS,  and  many  other  diseases.  Dr 
Mak  commented  that  he  thought  90  per 
cent  of  the  award  was  for  his  cloning  of 
T-cell  receptor  genes. 

The  immune  system  specializes  in 
recognizing  and  destroying  antigens, 
substances  that  cause  diseases.  Cells 
called  thymocytes  play  a  crucial  role  in 
this  recognition  and  destruction.  T-cell 
receptors  are  proteins  located  on  the 
surface  of  these  thymocytes.  Accord- 
ing to  Dr  Mak,  "T-cell  receptors  can 
detect  shapes  that  do  not  belong  to  the 
body,  and  then  mobilize  the  immune 
system  to  eliminate  these  structures, 


by  MADELINE  KHAN  

Last  spring's  alert  that  bee  popula- 
tions in  this  country  were  falling 
sounded  alarms  for  environmentalists 
everywhere.  But  what  if  this  is  just 
nature's  way  of  making  room  for  a  bet- 
ter pollinator? 

That  question  underlines  Maria 
Clara  Castellano's  doctoral  work, 
presented  November  26  at  U  of  T's 
Ramsay  Wright  Zoological  Laborato- 
ries. She  has  discovered  that  tiny  hum- 
mingbirds pollinate  certain  flowers 
much  more  efficiently  than  bees,  even 
those  flowers  exclusively  pollinated  by 
bees  in  nature.  By  manipulating  cer- 
tain features  of  Penstemons.  colourful 
hood-shaped  flowers,  Castellano  has 
demonstrated  that  some  flowers  can, 
over  time  through  evolution,  become 
more  attractive  to  one  type  of  pollina- 
tor than  another  According  to  Castel- 
lano, this  "evolutionary  shift"  in  which 
pollinator  a  flower  attracts  occurs 
often  in  nature. 

Castellano  modified  a  species  of 
Penstemon  that  is  pollinated  only  by 
bees,  P.  strictus,  into  a  shape  that  would 
better  accommodate  hummingbirds. 
Using  fishing  line  to  allow  the  flower 
to  droop,  she  created  one  resembling 
a  hummingbird-friendly  flower  She 
also  removed  a  lower  protruding  flap, 
or  "bee  landing-pad,"  from  the  flower 
Conversely,  Castellano  artificially 
introduced  bees  to  another  species, 
P.  Ixirbatus,  which  are  pollinated  ex- 
clusively by  hummingbirds.  She  found 
that  hummingbirds  pollinate  both  spe- 
cies of  flowers  more  efficiently  than 
bees,  and  concluded  that  "humming- 
bird" flowers  have  evolved  repeatedly 
from  "bee"  flowers  among  Penstemons. 


which  are  often  bacteria,  viruses  and 
in  some  cases  cancer  cells."  With  T-cell 
receptors,  T-cells  can  recognize  cells  in 
the  body  that  have,  say,  been  infected 
by  a  virus  and  need  to  be  destroyed  to 
prevent  the  disease  from  spreading. 

The  immune  system  does  not  kill 
the  body's  own  tissues  because  T-cell 
receptors  can  tell  the  difference  be- 
tween foreign  agents  and  the  body's 
own  cells.  However,  an  inability  to 
distinguish  between  foreign  and  native 
structures  results  in  the  immune  sys- 
tem mistakenly  identifying  the  body's 
own  cells  as  foreign,  and  attempts  to 
destroy  them.  Diseases  like  lupus  and 
rheumatoid  arthritis  result  from  such 
an  inability. 

HIV  viruses,  however,  are  especially 


Professor  James  Thomson,  Chair  of 
U  of  T's  Zoology  Department  and  Cas- 
tellano's doctoral  supervisor  explains: 
"What  Maria  Clara  really  showed  was 
that  hummingbirds  are  surprisingly 
good  pollinators  of  any  Penstemons 
they  choose  to  visit,  even  for  those 
species  that  are  adapted  to  be  pol- 
linated by  bees.  This  is  rather  surpris- 
ing, and  it  probably  explains  why  there 
have  been  frequent  evolutionary  shifts 
from  bee  to  bird  pollination  in  this  ge- 
nus." He  adds  that  this  research  serves 
to  increase  the  body  of  knowledge  of 
how  nature  works.  It  also  supports 
the  notion  that  pollinators  exist  in  a 
mutual  relationship  with  flowers  that 
have  adapted  to  encourage  visits  by 
those  animals. 

Castellano  reasons  that  humming- 
birds are  more  efficient  pollinators 
because  unlike  bees,  they  don't  eat 
pollen  or  cause  it  to  fall  uselessly  to  the 
ground.  They  simply  feed  on  a  flower's 
nectar  and  fly  away,  with  pollen  cling- 
ing to  their  feathers. 

So  why  aren't  all  Penstemon  flowers 
pollinated  by  hummingbirds?  Some 
species  of  this  flower  simply  do  not 
produce  enough  nectar  to  attract  hum- 
mingbirds, unless  the  birds'  usual  food 
supply  is  severely  restricted.  Hum- 
mingbirds expend  a  lot  of  energy  when 
they  fly,  and  require  a  food  source  high 
in  sugars  and  energy,  like  nectar  They 
can't  afford  to  feed  on  less  bountiful 
flowers. 

Professor  Thomson's  basic  message 
is  this:  "In  our  gardens  and  elsewhere, 
we  should  try  to  preserve  both  birds 
and  bees,  and  other  pollinating 
animals.  Some  of  these  animals  are 
probably  getting  rarer  due  to  human 
modification  of  habitats." 


tricky  in  that  they  infect  the  immune 
system  cells,  thymocytes,  themselves. 
The  body  ends  up  destroying  the  very 
cells  it  needs  to  fight  off  disease.  As  a 
result,  the  immune  system  weakens 
over  time,  and  the  body  becomes  less 
able  to  fight  off  other  diseases.  People 
with  AIDS  can  die  from  the  common 
cold  if  their  immune  system  has  dete- 
riorated enough. 

There  is  evidence  that  cancer  devel- 
opment can  be  prevented  with  T-cell 
receptors.  The  immune  system  could 
recognize  cancer  cells  during  the  early 
growth  of  a  tumor  and  kill  the  cells 
before  they  multiply.  "Once  developed 
however,  cancer  is  relatively  resistant 
to  immune  destruction  through  T-cell 
receptor  recognition,"  says  Dr  Mak. 


Currently,  "Scientists  are  trying  to 
manipulate  the  immune  system  and 
instruct  thymocytes  to  use  their  T-ceU 
receptors  to  recognize  and  attack  HIV 
infected  cells  and  cancer  cells  better" 

When  asked  what  he  is  presently 
working  on,  Dr.  Mak  said,  "My  lab  does 
some  work  in  studying  molecules  that 
assist  T-cell  receptors  in  their  activa- 
tion process,  but  otherwise  we  mainly 
focus  how  cancer  cells  are  wired,  and 
want  to  know  how  to  find  drug  targets." 

Dr  Mak  holds  many  honorary  de- 
grees from  universities  all  over  North 
America  and  Europe.  He  is  an  officer 
of  the  Order  of  Canada,  a  fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  London,  and  a  foreign 
associate  of  the  National  Academy  of 
Sciences  in  the  U.S. 


Grad  student  looks  at  the  birds  and  the  bees 


A  "bird  friendly"  flower,  drooping  down  so  that  the  bird  may  hover 
and  reach  in  for  nectar. 
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Suburban  cycle 

Walker's  one-act  plays  brought  to  life  by  Stage  Blue 


bySHAKIRHAQ 


Suburban  Motel,  by  famed  Cana- 
dian playwright  George  F.  Walicer, 
is  a  collection  of  six  one-act  plays 
linked  by  their  setting — a  suburban 
motel  room.  Each  play  features  its 
own  unique  situation,  generally  as- 
sociated with  motels,  which  Walker 
exaggerates  for  dramatic  effect.  The 
plays  are  not  only  interconnected  by 
setting,  but  often  there  are  characters 
who  cross  over  into  other  storylines 
as  well.  Campus  theatre  group  Stage 
Blue's  recent  production  (which  inge- 
niously turned  Diablos  coffeehouse 
at  UC  into  a  motel  room)  of  Suburban 
Motel  featured  four  of  the  six  plays, 
and  did  a  solid  job  of  all  four. 


NOVEMBER  20 
Problem  Child 

Directed  by  Erika  Skirpan 
Rating:  VW 

Denise  (Daina  Valiulis)  and  RJ  (Alex 
Corlazzoli)  are  a  not-so-average  cou- 
ple with  past  problems  of  substance 
abuse  and  criminal  activity  who  are 
looking  to  get  their  child  back  from 
social  services.  As  they  await  the 
verdict  on  the  guardianship  of  their 
child,  they  attempt  to  solidify  their 
marriage  so  they  can  present  normal- 
ity during  frequent  visits  from  social 
worker  Helen  (Amy  Lofting). 

The  performances  for  the  most 
part  came  across  as  realistic  and  be- 
lievable. The  tension-filled  dynamic 
between  Denise  and  Helen,  spoken 
and  non-spoken,  is  most  notable.  In 
addition  to  this,  Valiulis  delivered, 
with  ease,  some  of  the  most  riveting 
monologues  towards  the  end  of  the 
play.  Amyas  Au,  who  portrayed  the 
drunken  motel  serviceman,  deserves 
mention  for  his  many  comedic  mo- 
ments that  lightened  the  mostly  bleak 
tone  of  the  play. 


THEATRE  REVIEW 


Suburban  Motel 


Written  by  George  F.  Walker 
Produced  by  Stage  Blue 


Overall  rating:  VWv 


End  of  Civilization 

Directed  by  Christopher  Legacy 
Rating:  VVVv 

Somewhat  difficult  to  lock  into 
at  first,  this  play  is  not  presented 
in  chronological  order.  With  the 
first  scene  at  the  end,  the  middle 
at  the  beginning,  and  the  end  in 
the  middle,  this  play  inherently 
forces  the  viewer  to  think.  The 
principal  themes  featured  are 
murder  and  missing  persons, 
though  it  seems,  through  Walker's 
character  development,  that  he  is 
more  interested  in  showcasing 
the  multi-faceted  psyche  of  vari- 
ous characters. 

Donnie  (Julian  Dezotti),  a  loud, 
brassy  detective,  with  an  off-the- 
wall  personality  provided  for  one 
of  the  strongest  performances  in 
the  show.  In  contrast  to  Donnie's 
relaxed,  comic  flair,  his  partner, 
expressionless  Max  (Alan  Camp- 
bell) was  enjoyable  in  his  own 
way.  Yet,  scenes  in  which  the 
suspect,  Henry  (Mark  Paci),  plays 
opposite  Max,  Henry  took  control 
over  the  audience's  attention  and 
reactions.  Lily  (Rachel  Bokhout), 
the  wife  of  the  accused,  provided 
a  believable  portrayal  of  a  frus- 
trated wife,  while  Sandy  (Jennifer 
McCarthy),  the  call-girl-next- 
door,  supplied  some  of  the  funni- 
est moments  in  the  show. 


NOVEMBER  21 

Featuring  Loretta 

Directed  by  Morgan  Norwich 
Rating:  WW 

Lorrie  (Lauren  Moore),  looking  to 
make  a  large  sum  of  money  very  fast, 
explores  her  options  on  how  this 
sum  can  be  attained  with  the  least 
amount  of  skill  required.  While  hov- 
ering between  a  relationship  with  po- 
tential boyfriend  Dave  (Lee  Kim)  and 
a  business  partnership  with  Michael 
(Alistair  Scott),  she  befriends  the 
chambermaid  Sophie  (Amy  Smith- 
ers)  and  asks  her  advice. 

Moore's  Lorrie,  although  quiet  at 
times,  was  teeming  with  the  authen- 
ticity of  a  discouraged  girl  trying  to 
broaden  her  horizons  with  limited 
resources.  Kim  and  Scott  drew  hu- 
mour out  of  their  symbiotic  relation- 
ship, trying  to  beat  the  other  out  to 
win  Lorrie's  approval.  However,  with 
perfect  comedic  timing,  her  amusing 
Russian  accent  and  eccentric  man- 
nerisms, Smithers  stole  the  show  as 
the  physics-studying  chambermaid. 

Risk  Everything 

Directed  by  Jesse  Calvert 
Rating:  VWv 

Walker  brings  the  cycle  full-circle 
with  the  return  of  characters  Denise, 
RJ,  and  Michael  and  their  respective 
storylines,  providing  a  fitting  end  to 
the  series  of  plays.  Carol  (Catherine 
Dunn),  Denise's  mother,  is  added  to 
the  mix  as  the  melodramatic  adrena- 
line-junkie with  a  gambling  problem. 
The  addition  of  Carol  is  at  the  core  of 
the  interwoven  plotline  tapestry  of 
this  final  part  of  the  series.  Valiulis, 
Corlazzoli,  and  Scott  effortlessly 
brought  forward  their  characters 
from  the  previous  plays  into  this  one. 
Dunn's  Carol  was  quirky  and  sexy,  a 
strong  foil  to  Valiulis'  equally-com- 
pelling Denise. 


Eyeball  worth  a  look 


by  HILDA  HOY 


Unbeknownst  to  most,  there  is  a 
small  but  thriving  visual  arts  com- 
munity on  campus,  fostered  largely 
by  U  of  T's  Visual  Studies  program, 
the  division  of  the  Department  of 
Fine  Art  that  involves  practical 
instruction  and  studio  work.  The 
program  provides  students  with  a 
solid  base  of  art  theory  and  critical 
skills,  as  well  as  practical  instruc- 
tion in  all  aspects  of  artistic  prac- 
tice. Classes  are  taught  in  drawing 


and  painting,  printmaking  and 
photography,  sculpture  and  instal- 
lation, video  and  performance  art, 
and  recently  courses  at  the  gradu- 
ate level  have  also  been  added. 

Each  December,  the  program's 
students  are  given  a  chance  to 
strut  their  stuff  with  the  annual 
Christmas  "Eyeball",  a  casual,  non- 
exclusive show  of  student  work 
organized  by  the  Fine  Art  Student 
Union.  The  show's  name  is  a  play- 
ful reference  to  the  Eye  Bank  of 
Canada,  whose  provincial  offices 


Portrait  of  the  Artist,  age  Five  (detail),  by  Chiara  Capozzi 


are  housed  in  the  same  building 
as  the  Visual  Studies  studios,  the 
Connaught  Building  at  1  Spadina 
Crescent.  This  agency's  presence 
in  the  building  is  a  daunting  one, 
with  art  and  art  practice  oddly 
out  of  place  amongst  the  graphic 
displays  warning  of  the  ravages  of 
degenerative  eye  disease. 

For  one  night  each  December,  the 
building's  hallways  are  lined  to  full 
capacity  with  students'  work,  past 
posters  urging  passersby  to  do- 
nate their  corneas  and  doorways 
marked  with  biohazard  warnings, 
which,  one  thinks,  must  surely 
hide  gleaming  eyeballs  in  glass 
jars.  The  works  run  the  gamut 
from  drawings,  paintings,  and  pho- 
tography to  video,  digital  prints, 
sculptural  installations,  and  even 
performance  pieces.  Each  year,  the 
students'  work  is  by  turns  stunning 
or  mediocre,  fantastically  original 
or  boringly  cliche,  brilliant  or 
banal,  but  tinged  throughout  with 
the  rawness  of  young  talent  that  is 
refreshing  to  each  viewer  alike. 

This  year's  Eyeball  takes  place' this 
Friday  (Dec.  5)  at  1  Spadina  Crescent, 
beginning  at  8  p.m. 


Ryan  Adams 

Rock  N  Roll 
Lost  Highway 

Ryan  Adams  is  still  sad,  but  now 
he's  really  pissed  off  too.  Finish- 
ing the  follow-up  to  2001's  Gold, 
record  execs  at  his  label  told 
him  it  sounded  too  much  like  The 
Smiths.  Adams  replied,  "That's 
a  huge  fucking  compliment.  Of 
course  you  don't  like  it.  You  live 
in  Nashville!"  Rejected,  Adams 


went  back  and  banged  out  his 
loudest,  angriest  record  to  date, 
Rock  N  Roll.  The  ringing,  soaring 
guitar  on  first  single  "So  Alive" 
recall  The  Edge  on  U2's  earlier 
albums.  Adams  also  explores  new 
range  vocally,  sounding  like  a 
resurrected  Jeff  Buckley  on  "So 
Alive"  and  "Anybody  Wanna  Take 
Me  Home?"  Lyrically,  the  album 
still  isn't  'happy'  but  Adams  dis- 
plays the  same  satirical  swagger 
as  his  hero,  Morrissey.  Lines  like, 
"If  1  had  a  car  I'd  drive  straight 
into  the  window  of  a  bank  I  owed 
money  to"  from  "Burning  Pho- 
tographs" and  tracks  like  "Note 
To  Self:  Don't  Die",  "Do  Miss 
America"  and  "Boys"  show  Ryan's 
manic-depressive  humour.  Ironi- 
cally, the  one  break  from  the  rock 
is  the  title  track.  This  beautiful 
two  minutes  of  piano,  Adams' 
defeated  vocals  and  an  inaudible 
sample  of  a  woman's  voice  will 
make  you  break  down.— CHRIS 
CLARK 


Clay  Aiken 

Measure  of  a  Man 
RCA/BMG 

Clay  Aiken,  the  geek-boy  runner- 
up  of  American  Idol  2,  won  fans 
across  North  America  with  his 
nerdy  charm,  snarky  humour  and, 
most  importantly,  a  huge  voice  that 
impressed  the  judges  and  viewers 
alike.  However,  though  it  pains  me 
to  say  it,  his  debut  album  bites  the 
big  one.  How  does  a  singer  with  a 
better-than-average  voice,  working 
with  some  of  the  biggest  names  in 
the  business  (including  the  legend- 
ary Clive  Davis  and  hit-maker  Des- 
mond Child)  still  manage  to  come 
up  with  an  album  that  is  irredeem- 


ably crappy?  Lead  single  "Invisible" 
is  a  creepy  stalker  song  that  has 
Clay  singing  "If  I  were  invisible/If  I 
could  just  watch  you  in  your  room" 
while  convincing  himself  he's  not 
singing  a  creepy  stalker  song. 
"The  Way",  a  sappy  love  song  that 
sounds  like  it  should  be  sung  at  a 
junior  high  dance  by  a  teenager  as- 
piring to  be  the  next  Nick  Lachey,  is 
just  painfully  bad.  It's  a  testament 
to  the  sheer  wretchedness  of  this 
album  that  "This  is  the  Night", 
the  over-sung  power  ballad  that 
took  Aiken  to  top  of  the  Billboard 
charts  post- /do/,  and  "Measure  of 
a  Man",  a  contemporary  Christian 
song  in  disguise  that  would  send  a 
diabetic  into  shock  that  no  insulin 
dosage  could  revive,  are  its  only 
listenable  tracks.  Worse  yet,  the 
production  sounds  like  a  rushed 
hack-job,  burying  Aiken's  vocals 
and  making  every  song  sound  ex- 
actly the  same.  Though  the  album 
has  already  gone  platinum,  there's 
only  so  long  teenaged  girls  and 
middle-aged  women  will  continue 
to  swoon  over  Clay  before  moving 
onto,  say,  Ryan  Malcolm.  Good  luck 
with  that  second  album.  Idol  Boy, 
and  don't  let  the  door  hit  you  on 
your  way  out.-YASMIN  SIDDIQUI 


Barenaked  Ladies, 

Everything  To  Everyone 
Reprise  Records 


It  might  seem  cocky  or  even  fool- 
hardy to  title  an  album  Eoerything 
To  Everyone,  but  if  anyone's  worthy 
of  the  label,  it's  our  own  Barena- 
ked Ladies.  In  their  first  release 
since  2000's  Maroon,  the  boys 
opened  up  not  only  their  songwrit- 
ing  process,  making  it  a  full-band 
collaboration  rather  than  relying 


solely  on  Robertson/Page  mate- 
rial, but  also  their  sound,  adding 
vibraphones,  accordions,  man- 
dolins, organs  and  a  full  frickin' 
string  section  to  their  usual  mix 
of  guitars,  drums  and  piano.  The 
result  is  a  layered  swirl  of  sound 
that  is  always  interesting  and 
often  surprising,  in  a  good  way. 
They've  also  expanded  stylisti- 
cally, jumping  from  their  typical 
straight-up  pop-rock  to  haunting 
ballads  ("War  on  Drugs"),  hip-hop 
tinged  humour  ("Another  Post- 
card"), country-influenced  folk 
("For  You"),  ironic  twists  on  Eu- 
ropop  ("Shopping"),  and  quieter, 
more  acoustic  material  ("Have  You 
Seen  My  Love?").  There  is  some 
risky  material  on  the  album,  and 
because  of  it,  this  disc  is  definitely 
not  going  to  sell  like  hotcakes 
south  of  the  border  like  Stunt  did 
back  in  the  day.  But  you  get  the 
feeling  that  BNL  would  be  okay 
with  that — this  is  the  sound  of  a 
band  doing  what  they  do  best,  on 
their  own  terms.— Y.S. 
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Body  of  work 

Mapplethorpe  exhibit  at  local  gallery 
reveals  the  photographer  as  artist 


by  HILDA  HOY 


Photographer  Robert  Mappletho- 
rpe (1946-1989)  has  had  his  fair 
share  of  controversy.  Despite  his 
wide  range  of  subject  material,  he 
is  perhaps  most  notoriously  re- 
membered for  his  photographs  of 
1970's  gay  subculture,  which  often 
depict  explicit  nudity,  sexual  acts, 
and  sadomasochistic  activity. 

While  such  graphic  photographs 
would  be  likely  raise  eyebrows 
anywhere,  controversy  over  his 
work  exploded  in  1989,  when 
protests  by  the  American  Family 
Association  led  to  a  traveling  Map- 
plethorpe exhibition  being  shut 
down  across  the  United  States. 
The  crusade  was  spearheaded 
by  archconservative  Republican 
Senator  Jesse  Helms,  and  esca- 
lated into  a  nationwide  debate  on 
obscenity  and  policies  on  public 
arts  funding.  In  many  ways,  the 
controversy  over  Mapplethorpe's 
photos  is  indicative  of  the  art  vs. 
obscenity  debate  that  continues 
to  rage  even  now.  As  recently  as 
1997,  police  confiscated  a  book 
of  his  photographs  from  a  British 
university  library. 

At  the  Mapplethorpe  exhibit 
in  November  at  the  Olga  Korper 
Gallery  (in  the  west  end  of  town 
near  Roncesvalles),  there  was 
only  a  hint  of  what  fuels  this 


ongoing  controversy.  The  show 
was  surprisingly  tame,  with  tact- 
ful nudity  and  only  a  single  penis 
to  be  seen.  Gallery  director  Olga 
Korper  used  part  strategy  and 
part  gut  intuition  in  selecting  the 
show's  thirty-five  pieces  from  the 
over  2700  held  by  his  estate.  The 
objective,  she  states,  is  to  give  the 
viewer  a  taste  of  the  range  of  his 
work,  and  the  show  focused  on  the 
artist's  work  in  portraiture,  nudes, 
and  still  life  images. 

The  nudes  included  the  two 
Lydia  Cheng  images  (1985),  elegant 
and  classically  inspired,  lending 
a  soft,  Venus-like  air  to  a  female 
torso.  Other  nude  portraits  em- 
phasized the  musculature  of  the 
body,  particularly  the  Ken  Moody 
prints  (1983,  1984)  and  Dan  S. 
(1980),  which  manipulate  light  and 
shadow  to  accentuate  the  robust 
anatomy  of  their  male  subjects. 
Bodies  are  captured  in  motion, 
flexing,  stretching,  clenching, 
and  posing,  and  perhaps  here, 
more  than  anywhere  else,  was  the 
artist's  immense  technical  skill 
evident. 

Whatever  his  subject  material, 
Mapplethorpe  captured  it  in  an 
undeniably  meticulous  and  pris- 
tine light.  While  some  criticize 
his  interpretations  of  the  body  as 
clinical  and  over-exScting,  the  in- 
credible detail  of  each  photograph 


Orchid  (1987) 

and  the  precise  positioning  of  the 
subject  also  indicate  a  reverence 
for  the  body.  These  are  real  bod- 
ies, with  moles,  freckles,  wayward 
hairs,  and  even  stretch  marks,  and 
the  photographer — along  with  the 
viewer — is  exploring  the  vast  po- 
tential that  each  body  holds. 

And  of  course  there  were  also 
Mapplethorpe's  well-known  im- 
ages of  all  manner  of  sexually  sug- 
gestive vegetation.  Two  stunning 
photographs  of  orchids  (1982, 
1987),  one  photographed  singu- 
larly in  close  detail,  and  another 
in  a  smooth,  oblong  vase  on  a  flat 
black  surface,  are  undeniably  vul- 
vic  in  their  execution.  Phallic  im- 
ages also  abound:  Eggplant  (1985) 
depicts  a  single,  perfectly  formed 
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eggplant  on  a  bare  surface,  the 
smooth  and  bulging  skin  striped 
with  velvety  lines  of  shadow.  Calla 
Lily  (1985)  captures  a  single  taut 
bud  of  this  flower,  long  and  white 
and  just  delicately  beginning  to 
unfurl.  Cactus  (1987)  is  perhaps 
the  most  forcefully  phallic,  de- 
picting a  single  cactus  stem — tall, 
erect,  and  prickly — standing  rigid 
in  the  center  of  the  frame. 

While  the  show  lacked  the 
controversy  and  notoriety  that 
dogged  previous  exhibitions,  it 
provided  a  comprehensive  glimpse 
into  the  most  significant  bodies  of 
Mapplethorpe's  work,  and,  at  the 
very  least,  gave  the  uninitiated 
viewer  a  chance  to  see  what  all  the 
fuss  was  about. 


If  you  know  the  Halifax 
hip-hop  innovator's 
real  name,  e-mail  it  to 
review@thevarsity.ca 
for  a  chance  to  win 
cool  swag! 

We've  got  copies  of 
his  latest  CD,  T-shirts, 
and  even  a  trucker  cap 
(yeah,  yeah,  we  know 
they're  passe,  but  what 
can  you  do?)  to  give 
away... 
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Leafs  owner  plans  to  build  on  Varsity  site 


LILY  WONG 

The  eyesore  of  Varsity  Field  may  soon  be  a  thing  of  the  past  if  U  of  T  and  Leafs  owner  Larry  Tanenbaum  strike  a  deal.  T£uienbaum,  head  of  Maple 
Leaf  Sports  and  Entertainment,  has  offered  to  build  a  new  sports  facility  on  the  land — one  that  would  house  intercollegiate  and  profession<d  teams. 


New  stadium  could 
be  home  to  Blues 
and  Argos 

by  REBECCA AOOELMAN 

VARSITY  STAFF  

After  demolishing  the  historic  Var- 
sity Stadium  in  July  of  2002,  U  of  T 
is  now  inching  close  to  a  deal  with 
a  private  investor  to  develop  the 
empty  land. 

Larry  Tanenbaum,  the  main  share- 
holder in  Maple  Leaf  Sports  and 
Entertainment  Ltd.  (MLSEL)— the 
company  that  owns  the  Raptors  and 
Leafs — approached  the  university  a 
couple  of  weeks  ago  with  a  proposal 
to  develop  the  Varsity  site  into  a 
new  sports  facility.  The  proposal 
includes  a  25,000  seat  stadium,  a 
5,000  seat  arena  with  two  ice  sur- 
faces, facilities  for  students,  a  track, 
retail  and  student  gathering  spaces, 
as  well  as  additional  parking.  And  it 
wouldn't  cost  the  university  a  single 
cent. 

"My  family  has  long  been  associ- 
ated with  the  University  of  Toronto," 
says  Tanenbaum  "and  I  would  very 
much  like  to  be  able  to  assist  the 
university  in  building  a  great  legacy 
on  the  Varsity  site  for  future  genera- 
tions." 

Professional  and  amateur  sports 
teams  from  around  the  GTA  are 
already  being  named  as  potential 
tenants  of  the  stadium  and  arena 
should  the  proposed  facility  get 
the  green  light.  Mr.  Tanenbaum 
has  named  the  Toronto  Argonauts, 
the  Toronto  Maple  Leafs,  the  St. 
Michael's  Majors,  and  teams  of  the 
Canadian  Soccer  Association  as 
foreseeable  clients  of  the  facility. 

Several  months  ago,  the  univer- 
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Ken  Duncliffe,  director  of  ath- 
letics at  UTM,  shed  some  light  on 
the  upcoming  building  project. 
"Initially  we  determined  that  we 
needed  three  things:  an  athletics 
complex,  a  field  house  and  an  ar- 
tificial outdoor  rink.  Now  we  are 
going  ahead  with  the  first  phase 
of  that  project.  That  includes 
a  1,000  seat  stadium,  a  new  fit- 
ness facility,  a  200m  indoor  track 
suspended  above  the  floor,  an 
eight  lane  swimming  pool  with 
a  moveable  bottom  floor  and  all 
the  auxiliary  things  that  go  with 
those  things." 

In  April  of  this  year  a  report 
was  released  by  the  U  of  T  at 
Mississauga  Wellness  Centre 
Project  Committee,  stating  the 
schedule,  building  plan,  and  a 
detailed  funding  formula  for  the 
new  facility.  It  concluded  that 
$24.5  million  would  have  to  be 
gathered  from  four  sources:  $16 
million  will  be  raised  through 
a  UTM  student  levy,  $7  million 
would  come  from  the  Office  of 
the  Vice-President  and  Provost, 
$1  million  will  come  from  the 
university  and  the  last  half  mil- 
lion is  expected  to  come  from 
fundraising. 

Bruce  Kidd,  dean  of  athletics 
at  the  St.  George  Campus,  said 


sity  did  entertain  the  idea  of  building 
a  stadium  in  partnership  with  the 
Argos,  under  the  CFL  club's  former 
owner  Sherwood  Schwarz.  It  was  a 
lack  of  funds  that  inevitably  stone- 
walled those  negotiations.  Now,  the 
Argos,  under  new  owners  David  Cy- 
namon  and  Howard  Sokolowski  are 
shopping  around  for  new  a  home. 
Cynamon  has  said  in  a  Globe  and 
Mail  interview  that  his  football  team 
is  interested  in  Tanenbaum's  Varsity 
Stadium  site  project.  The  Argos  are 
also  considering  building  a  stadium 
at  York  University. 

The  Leafs,  the  darlings  of  Tanen- 
baum's MLSEL,  would  most  likely 


that  it  is  out  of  necessity  that 
students  must  help  fund  facili- 
ties. "The  province  of  Ontario  no 
longer  contributes  to  the  capital 
cost  of  co-curricular  facilities. 
Under  those  circumstances,  I 
think  it  is  fair  to  ask  students  for 
a  contribution,  and  I  applaud  the 
UTM  student  reps  for  making  a 
decision,  in  admittedly  difficult 
circumstances,  that  will  leave 
an  invaluable  legacy  for  future 
students." 

"We  are  now  collecting  $25 
from  full  time  students  until  the 
building  opens"  explained  Dun- 
cliffe. "This  will  be  replaced  by  a 
$150  levy  when  it  opens  in  2006. 
We  are  hoping  to  break  ground 
next  year." 

In  order  for  a  student  levy  or  an 
increase  to  athletic  fees  to -take 
effect,  they  must  be  approved  by 
the  Quality  of  Student  Services 
Committee  (QSSC)  at  UTM  and 
the  Governing  Council — the  high- 
est governing  body  at  U  of  T.  The 
QSSC  gives  six  votes  to  UTM  stu- 
dent organizations  and  two  votes 
to  administrative  positions. 

"The  levy  at  UTM  was  ap- 
proved by  the  QSSC,  generating 
a  $16  million  dollar  mortgage" 
said  Ken  Duncliffe.  "We  engaged 
representatives  from  all  student 
organizations  on  campus,  which 
led  to  a  full  town  hall  meeting  on 


use  the  facility  as  a  practice  space. 

According  to  Jon  Dellandrea,  U  of 
T's  vice-president  of  development, 
talks  are  currently  underway  to 
hash  out  the  broad  specifics  of  the 
partnership.  "We  are  in  discussions 
on  a  relatively  short  timetable,"  says 
Dellandrea.  U  of  T  hopes  to  deliver  a 
final  "maybe"  or  "no"  to  the  Tanen- 
baum deal  within  90  days. 

The  final  answer  hinges  on  U  of 
T's  number  one  concern:  prioritizing 
the  needs  of  its  students.  "Our  eye 
is  on  the  ball  of  what  our  students 
need,"  says  Dellandrea,  "[U  of  T]  is 
not  getting  seduced  by  the  fascina- 
tion of  having  professional  sports  on 


the  issue.  At  that  time,  we  took  it 
to  the  QSSC." 

The  proposal  then  went  to  the 
University  Affairs  Board  and  the 
Governing  Council  for  ratifica- 
tion. 

"One  vote  was  the  difference 
in  the  Governing  Council  vote" 
said  Foderick.  "Some  of  us  on  the 
council  felt  that  it  should  have 
gone  to  a  [student]  referendum 
and  should  not  have  been  de- 
cided by  a  small  clique." 

The  majority  of  votes  on  the 
Governing  Council  belong  to  fac- 
ulty and  university  administra- 
tion members. 

"There  isn't  a  student  majority 
on  the  council,"  Foderick  said. 
"I  abstained  from  voting  on  the 
issue.  The  new  facility  is  well 
needed,  but  1  can't  stand  idly 
by  while  student  fees  increase. 
I  felt  an  increase  this  big  to  fees 
should  go  to  a  referendum." 

Bruce  Kidd  defended  the  pro- 
cess, suggesting  that  there  was 
enough  of  a  student  voice  heard 
in  the  QSSC.  He  said  that  QSSC 
had  a  right  to  create  the  proposal 
for  the  centre  and  that  a  referen- 
dum was  not  needed.  "1  believe  it 
was  quite  okay  for  the  QSS  to  ap- 
prove the  levy.  In  the  first  place, 
it  is  empowered  by  UTM  policy 
to  make  such  decisions.  In  the 
second,  all  major  parties  have  a 


campus." 

Tanenbaum  doesn't  think  the  uni- 
versity has  anything  to  worry  about. 
"It  is  important  to  note,"  he  says, 
"that  the  use  by  all  of  these  teams 
spread  over  three  facilities — for 
the  most  part  limited  to  games  and 
involving  leagues  with  short  sched- 
ules— would  leave  the  great  majority 
of  facility  time  available  for  student 
use.  The  needs  of  the  students  will 
have  priority  in  the  development 
and  utilization  of  the  Varsity  site." 

In  addition,  Tanenbaum  foresees 
the  facilities  boosting  student  and 
campus  involvement  in  intercolle- 
giate athletics,  bringing  a  renewed 


place  at  the  table,  especially  the 
student  council  and  the  student 
athletic  council.  This  process  is 
fully  legitimate,  unless  one  re- 
jects the  idea  of  representative 
democracy." 

Foderick  disagreed  on  the  le- 
gitimacy of  the  QSSC  decision. 
"All  universities  have  to  consult 
with  students  somehow,  and  the 
QSS  was  U  of  T's  response  to  this 
need.  This  group  raises  student 
fees  2  per  cent  automatically  ev- 
ery year,  to  fund  all  student  life 
types  of  things,  without  having 
to  go  to  a  referendum.  However, 
this  was  never  intended  to  fund 
buildings." 

"There  were  two  instances 
where  a  referendum  has  been  dis- 
cussed, including  the  first  time 
the  issue  went  to  the  QSS  in  the 
Spring  of  2002,"  explained  Dun- 
cliffe. "At  that  time,  the  leaders 
of  the  day  chose  not  to  have  a  ref- 
erendum, and  the  same  decision 
was  reached  when  the  proposal 
came  up  most  recently  at  the  lat- 
est QSS  meeting." 

He  went  on  to  say  that  "the 
reaction  to  the  raise  in  fees  has 
been  mixed,  yes,  but  everyone 
agrees  we  need  facilities  here. 
Student  funding  is  the  only  way 
we  are  going  to  achieve  new  facili- 
ties on  campus,  with  government 
funding  not  being  available." 


team  spirit  to  campus.  "We  would 
also  stage  events  that  the  general 
community  would  be  interested  in 
attending,"  he  adds,  "thus  integrating 
the  community  and  the  campus." 

So  far,  both  sides  are  very 
optimistic,  and  appear  flexible. 
Tanenbaum  has  vowed  that  all  the 
facilities  will  be  donated  to  the  uni- 
versity once  his  initial  investment  is 
paid  back  in  full.  And  as  Dellandrea 
says,  if  you're  looking  to  build  an  Ar- 
gos playing  field  and  find  downtown 
practice  space  for  the  Leafs  "there's 
only  one  A  plus,  plus,  plus  site  in 
the  downtown  GTA — and  that's 
Varsity." 

Charity 
hockey  hype 

by  DAVID  SILVERMAN  


On  Saturday  Dec.  6,  over  3,000  people 
are  expected  to  turn  out  for  a  charity 
hockey  game  between  college  rivals  St. 
Michael's  and  Victoria.  The  three-game 
series  being  played  at  Varsity  Arena  is 
a  fundraiser  for  the  United  Way  of 
Greater  Toronto,  the  Big  Brothers  and 
Big  Sisters  of  Toronto,  and  the  Toronto 
branch  of  the  Daily  Bread  Food  Bank. 
The  event  organizers — St.  Mike's  Col- 
lege Student  Union,  Victoria  College 
Athletic  Association,  and  the  U  of  T 
Italian  Club — are  offering  free  admis- 
sion in  exchange  for  a  non-perishable 
food  item. 

The  event,  which  has  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  local  media  as  well  as 
numerous  corporations,  is  being  billed 
as  more  then  just  a  hockey  game.  "We 
wanted  to  market  this  game  not  just  for 
the  University  of  Toronto  student,  but 
get  the  whole  community  involvedi" 
says  Adrian  Rasekh — one  of  the  prin- 
cipal organizers  of  the  event.  "And  so 
far  the  response  from  the  community, 
university,  and  corporations  has  been 
overwhelming." 

Rasekh  knew  it  would  be  a  tough  sell 
if  he  tried  to  market  this  as  only  a  stu- 
dent event.  "There  is  too  much  student 
apathy,  and  lack  of  organization  on 

See  r//  l/f/D  onpagel2 


New  athletic  facility  in  the  works,  but  students  are  footing  the  bill 
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Bosh  signs 
off  on  new 
shoe 

Raps  rookie  meets 
and  greets 

by  IRA  TATE  

The  company  that  invented  the  bas- 
ketball shoe  is  about  to  trample  the 
competition.  Converse  is  launching 
a  brand  new  basketball  shoe  to  oufit 
its  line-up  of  brand  new  NBA  stars. 
Five  rookie  players  in  the  league  are 
now  sporting  the  Converse  "Loaded 
Weapon,"  the  newest  shoe-volution 
of  the  "Weapon,"  a  high-perfor- 
mance sneaker  introduced  in  the 
1980s. 

Dubbed  "the  First  School"  of  bas- 
ketball, the  company's  line-up  of 
fresh  faces  includes  Raptors  rookie 
Chris  Bosh,  Miami's  Dwyane  Wade, 
Mike  Sweetney  of  the  Knicks,  the 
Bulls'  Kirk  Hinrich,  and  Troy  Bell  of 
the  Memphis  Grizzlies. 

This  Thursday,  Dec.  4,  the  Raptors 
number  4  Chris  Bosh  will  be  making 
an  appearance  at  the  Eaton  Centre 
branch  of  Footlocker.  Converse,  a 
corporate  sponsor  of  U  of  T's  men's 
and  women's  basketball  teams,  has 
been  promoting  the  event  around 
campus.  Students  and  athletes  are 
being  encouraged  to  attend  to  see 
the  professional  basketball  player 
in  the  flesh  and  maybe  snag  an  auto- 
graph. The  in-store  session  will  last 
from  7:00  to  9:00  p.m. 


OLYASANAKOEV 

The  men's  basketball  team  in  action  this  weekend  against  the 
visiting  Carleton  Ravens.  The  Ravens  bulldozed  the  Blues  71- 
52,  despite  Kenny  Hilborn's  14  point  outing  and  Dayo  Baiyewu's 
double  double. 


Double  the  power  of  your  degree 


[  yourself  ] 


the  post-graduate  program  in  Marketing  Management 

In  just  eight  months,  number's  program  in  Marketing  Management  can 
turn  your  university  degree  into  an  effective  career  strategy.  You'll  learn 
what  it  takes  to  impress  marketing  employers,  including  advertising, 
professional  selling,  marketing  strategy,  communications,  international 
trade,  marketing  research  and  more. 

Call  (416)  675^622,  ext  3207,  H UMBER 

or  e-mail  peter.madott@humber.ca  ^  the  Business  school 


www.  business,  h  umber. 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808 -GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 

SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED 

Looking  for  men  between  the  ages  of 
18-38  to  participate  in  a  sperm  donor 
program  that  pays  up  to  $190  weekly. 
Call  XYTEX  at  416-924-3021. 

CHRISTMAS  GIFT  WRAPPERS 

Creative  individuals,  locations-Down- 
town Toronto,  North  York,  Richmond 
Hill,  Thornhill,  Mississauga.  Managers 
to  $9.75/hour  +  bonuses.  Wrappers  to 
$7.7.5/hour.  Full/Part  time,  December 
1-24. 416-533-9727. 

CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS  NEEDED 

To  present  fun  hands-on  activities  in 
schools  and  at  b-day  parties.  Car  and  exp. 
with  kids  req'd.  No  science  background 
needed.  Exciting  activities  such  as  slime 
and  rockets.  Pay:  $20-$25/l  hour  class. 
CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY  AT  (416) 
630-5282  Ext  26. 


RIVERDALE 

Share  2+  bdrm,  yard,  deck.  Near  TTC/ 
shops.  416-.526-9095 


MONTREALcs'NEW  YEARS 

Downtown  Hotel  and  Bus,  Dec.  .30-Jan 
1.  From  $139/Quad.  Hotel  from  $69. 
Book  now  and  SAVE!!  Guaranteed 
Lowest  Price.  Book  Friends  GO  FREE!! 
www.Rooms2Partycom  Thames  Travel 
fToddj  1-800-962-8262 


Classifieds 


PARKING 

Excellent  spaces,  Spadina  and  Willcocks, 
opposite  New  College  and  Earth  Sciences, 
personalized  signs  showing  spaces 
reserved  24  hours,  $75  a  month,  call  Mark 
416-944-0805. 


WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compunow.  416/539-9443. 

HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr. 
$29.9.5/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract,  $40/3.50  min  in  business  hrs  -i-. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies.  Zoology  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessav@bellnet.ca 


TUTOR  FOR  ESSAY  WRITERS 

Certified  teacher  [M.A.].  Get  the  help 
you  need!  Humanities  and  ESLstudents. 
For  appointment  call  416-503-2010  or  e- 
mail  glenn7777@idirect.com 

PROFESSIONAL  MATH  HELP 

Post-graduate  math  degree  plus  years 
of  teaching  and  tutoring  experience. 
All  levels.  Group  rates  available.  Quiet 
location  minutes  from  campus.  416- 
388-5789;  utmath@rogers.com 


ESSAY  HELP  -  RESEARCH  &  WRITING 

All  subjects,  including  Humanities, 
Business,  Philosophy  and  more...  Also: 
GRADUATE  SCHOOL  APPLICATIONS  for 
M.B.A.,  Law  School,  Teaching  degree... 
Call  416-753-8377. 

COPYEDITOR 

Are  you  having  difficulty  writing  your 
thesis,  organizing  your  ideas  or  master- 
ing English  grammar  and  punctuation? 
If  so,  1  can  help.  Editor  with  experience 
editing  reports,  essays  and  resumes. 
Quick  return  time.  Call  416-598-5035. 
elizabethc@idirect.com 


Varsity  Gassifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 

issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 


Send  us  your  digital  photos 
We'll  return  them  to  you  beautifully  mounted 
for  $25  {+  taxes) 
Free  delivery  any\«tiere  in  Canada 


WWW.LAMIN-8.CA 


Picture  Perfect  Lamination 


Click  through  our  website  to  see  how  easy  it  is  to  send  us 
your  photos.  We  will  plaquemount  them  (sized  to  8"x1 0") 
and  return  them  free. 


Rice  is  the  invigorating  rhythm  of  Lif^ 


...w/ricc  is  the  quality  choice  for  healthy  eaters  on  the  go! 

•  Low  Prices 

«  Generous  Portions 

«  Quality  Food 

«  Healthy  Lifestyle 
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Bloor  Annex 

320  Bloor  Street  West, 
Toronto,  ON. 
Tei:{416)%0-3888 


i  15% 

l.^^^^^any  w/rice  bow 


from  Bell  Mobility 

FREE  voicemait  and  Call  Display  for  9-months 
FREE  headset  (value  $251 
— >  PLUS  up  to  4  months  unlimited  local  calling 


•  Terms  tjnd  conditions  apply. 


STUDENT 
PHONE 

STORE 


To  find  out  more  go  to  www.StudentPhoneStorG.com 
or  call  1.866.287.1835. 

You  can  also  check  out  our  other  exclusive  student  offers  from 

Bell  Mobility.  Fido,  or  Rogers  AT&T. 
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Sports 


designer  frames  ■  on-site  lab  ■  high  quality  lenses 


Doctors 

Jerry  Nolfi  |  Upen  Kawale 

optometrists 

eye  exams  •  eyeglasses  ■  contact  lenses  •  ^./^^^ 
"^^^  laser  surgery  consultations  WW^'^^ 

MANULIFE  CENTRE  •  55  BLOOR  ST.  W.  (AT  BAY)  •  41 6-966- 1 955 
www.torontoeyecore.com 


Vancouver. ...$298 

NewYork  $180 

CayoCoco  $547 


Moscow  $900 

Fare  ta  round  trip  from  Toronto  and  valid  for  Nov. 
departures.  Subject  to  change  and  availability.  Ta 
included.  Restrictions  and  blackouts  apply- 


Get  Aboard  the  Trans-Mongolian 
Railway!  Meet  our  Vodkatrain  rep 
and  enter  to  win  a  train  pass  from* 
Moscow  to  Beijing  (a  $1550  value)!! 


Where?  fCGrady's  Tap  &  Grill 

1171  College  St. 

Tuesday,  December  2nd 

7:30pm 


258B  College  Scneec  "^"^^"^'^^ 
(416)  593.7240     I  „^  py— =1 
200  Bloon  Sd      |  STAlllfiViai 

(41 6)  925.5600      we  ve  been  there. 
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campus  to  do  ttiis  without  the  help  of 
the  community,"  he  says. 

By  using  an  outward  approach,  the 
event  will  be  attended  by  employees 
of  many  corporations  such  as  TDCana- 
daTrust,  Bally's,  Nike,  and  Chapters.  In 
addition,  the  two  major  sponsors  for 
the  game.  Alliance  Atlantis  Canada  and 
the  night  club  Piccadilly  Circus  will  be 
in  the  giving  mood  all  night. 

Every  student  attending  the  game 
can  use  their  ticket  as  a  voucher  to 
attend  the  afterparty  at  the  club.  The 
crowd  will  also  have  an  opportunity  to 
win  tons  of  prizes  such  as  free  tickets 


to  the  new  Lord  of  the  Rings  movie 
courtesy  of  Alliance  Atlantis  Canada. 
There  will  also  be  musical  entertain- 
ment provided  by  DJ  Rudeboy,  one  of 
Toronto's  hottest  up  and  coming  DJ's. 

As  for  the  game  itself,  the  format  will 
be  three  15-minute  stop-time  periods 
plus  overtime  if  necessary.  But  unlike 
most  charity  sporting  events,  the  game 
is  being  taken  very  seriously  and  is 
expected  to  be  very  physical  and  high 
tempo.  The  level  of  play  will  resemble 
an  OHL  game  and  less  an  old-timers 
game. 

With  many  of  the  players  on  both 
teams  having  played  varsity  or  Junior 
A  hockey,  there  will  be  no  shortage  of 


sport$@thevarsity.ca 

skill  on  the  ice.  Both  clubs  are  intent  on 
being  prepared  for  the  showdown  hav- 
ing held  regular  practices  and  being 
coached  by  players  on  the  men's  varsi- 
ty team.  The  game  might  be  for  charity, 
but  bragging  rights  are  at  stake. 

Even  though  the  event  is  affiliated 
with  U  of  T,  it  is  clear  popularity  has 
boiled  over  to  the  surrounding  com- 
munity. "1  am  getting  interest  from  all 
kinds  of  people  and  businesses,"  says 
Rasekh.  So  much  so  that  organizers 
are  calling  this  the  largest  sporting 
event  at  U  of  T  in  the  last  five  years.  If 
you  are  interested  in  taking  part  in  this 
historic  event,  tickets  are  still  available 
by  emailing  smcvsvic@yahoo.ca. 


OLYASANAKOEV 

kissin'  your  sister:  The  men's  Blues  (2-7-1)  tied  the  nation's  third  ranked  Lakehead  Thunderwolves  (8-1- 
0)  Saturday  night  at  Varsity  Arena.  U  of  T's  Steve  Hoar,  Tyler  Middlebrook,  and  Ryan  Taylor  netted  one 
each  to  keep  the  Blues  on  par  with  the  Thunderwolves.  The  final  score  was  3-3. 


You're  going  places. 


STUDENT  FRIENDLY  FARES 

You're  going  places  in  life,  but  right  now  you're 
just  going  home  for  a  break.  With  thousands  of 
destinations  and  great  everyday  lev/  fares,  Greyhound 
gives  you  the  freedom  to  go  more  places  more  often. 

FROM  TORONTO*  (o^^  way  plus  gst) 


GUELPH  $10^°  KITCHENER 

PETERBOROUGH  $13°°  LONDON 
WINDSOR  $38^°  OTTAWA 

*Va/id  Student  ID  required.  Call  us  for  more  details 


$12^° 
$23°° 
$445° 


For  local  info  contact: 
610  Bay  Street 
(416)  594-1010 


GREYHOUND 
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programs  designed 
to  get  results 


Seneca 

Seneca  College 

of  Applied  Arts  &  Technology 
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Paris  Hilton  once  again  on  the  receiving  end— this  time  gets  a  deg 


Famous  nobody  Paris  Hilton  struts  down  the  convocation  catwalk  yesterday  after  recieving  an  honorary  degree  in  media  studies  and  public  relations  at  U  of  T. 


Jub  population  skyrockets  on  campus 


by  MARSHALL STAXXX 


Some  are  blaming  the  double  co- 
hort, others  blame  the  success  of 
ModRobes,  but  the  facts  are  stag- 
gering: the  number  of  unattractive 
young  women  who  live  in  residenc- 
es, or  "jubs"  has  risen  nearly  70  per 
cent  in  the  past  year  at  U  of  T. 

Jubs  can  be  identified  by  their 
baggy  hospital  pants,  often  sport- 
ing phrases  such  as  "Bum,"  "U  of 
T,"  or  "Princess,"  on  the  rear  end, 
baggy  sweatshirts,  and  baseball 
caps  with  ponytails  pulled  through 
the  back,  giving  the  impression  that 
they  are  in  a  perpetual  state  of  do- 
ing their  laundry. 

"We  believe  the  jub  population 
is  getting  out  of  control,"  said  Dr. 
Myron  Leftwich,  a  prominent  U  of  T 
anthropologist.  "Natural  jub  preda- 
tors such  as  the  snotty  bitch  and 
the  ice  queen  have  seen  their  flocks 
decimated  in  recent  years,  and  a 
lack  of  mean  older  sisters  hasn't 
helped  matters  either,"  the  doctor 
hypothesized. 

Jocks  and  frat  boys  are  also  tilt- 


ing the  equation,  as  an  increase  in 
one-night  stands  has  swayed  more 
young  women  into  jubdom.  "Unat- 
tractiveness  and  a  love  of  the  band 
Nickleback  used  to  doom  a  young 
woman  to  a  life  of  spinsterhood," 
stated  feminist  theory  Professor 
Susan  Argue.  "Now,  she  can  go 
down  to  the  Madison  or  the  Bruns- 
wick House  and  find  a  life  partner 
within  minutes.  It  will  be  a  lifelong 
partnership  between  nitwits,  but 
fulfilling  to  them  nonetheless,"  ar- 
gued Argue. 

"Recent  strides  in  women's 
sexual  liberation  is  a  double-edged 
sword,"  she  continued.  "It's  great 
that  women  can  now  be  the  hunter 
and  not  the  hunted,  but  we  forgot 
that  men  will  sleep  with  anyone." 
The  Darwinian  consequences  could 
be  staggering  Argue  postulated. 

"1  can't  stress  this  enough:  only 
dumb  people  are  breeding.  If  we 
don't  turn  this  trend  around,  the 
jub/frat  boy  segment  of  the  popu- 
lation could  reach  critical  mass 
within  a  decade.  Tie  Domi's  birth- 
day will  become  a  civic  holiday  for 
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Christ's  sake!" 

Leftwich  believes  the  only  solu- 
tion is  to  first  identify  popular  jub 
"hives"  such  as  the  Brunny  or  the 
Madison,  and  destroy  them.  Also, 
so-called  "Jub  Queens  " — slightly 
more  attractive  girls  who  other  jubs 
hang  out  with  when  they're  smoking 
outside  their  residence — need  to  be 
captured,  rehabilitated,  then  re-re- 
leased into  the  wild,  where  they  will 
hopefully  convert  worker  jubs. 

The  situation  is  already  getting 
out  of  hand. 

"We  had  a  jub  get  loose  in  the 
club  the  other  week,"  recalled 
Horseshoe  Tavern  bouncer  Greg 
Baumgartner.  "It  was  a  mess. 
She  got  ripped  on  Mike's  Hard 
Lemonade  and  asked  [local  indie 
standouts]  Tangiers  if  they  would 
play  that  Afroman  song  'Because  1 
got  high.'  It's  a  good  thing  we  had 
a  tranquilizer  gun  on  hand."  The 
frightened  jub  was  eventually  re- 
released  back  to  Sir  Daniel  Wilson 
residence,  where  she  immediately 
rented  2  Fast  2  Furious  starring  jub 
heart-throb  Paul  Walker. 
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Engineering  contest  masks  crippling  loneliness 
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Engineering  student  Peter  Ko  shows  off  the  bridge  he 
dedicated  the  last  four  months  of  his  life  to. 
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Cryptozoology 
degree  pondered 


by  STYX  NUGENT 


Sixth-year  undergrad  Ron  Aitkens 
shocked  friends  and  registrars 
yesterday  when  he  once  again 
decided  to  switch  his  major,  this 
time  to  cryptozoology,  the  study 
of  creatures  such  as  Sasquatch 
and  the  Loch  Ness  Monster. 

Aitkens,  who  had  previously  ma- 
jored in  semiotics  and  philosophy, 
once  again  decided  that  his  life 
needed  a  new  direction. 

"I  know  it's  not  a  real  degree, 
but  1  need  a  job,  man,"  said  the  25 
year-old  employee  of  Wendy's.  "At 
least  with  a  cryptozoology  degree 
1  could  be  one  of  those  'experts' 
quoted  in  the  National  Enquirer  or 
the  Weekly  World  News." 

Aitkens  is  currently  cobbling 
together  a  timetable  for  the  winter 
semester  under  U  of  T's  build- 
your-own  degree  initiative.  He 
admits  that  most  of  the  courses  he 


is  actually  taking  are  only  partially 
related  to  the  degree,  but  stands 
behind  his  Ph.D  thesis:  "Bat  Boy 
as  a  cultural  icon,"  in  reference  to 
the  popular  tabloid  character.  "Bat 
Boy  is  a  cultural  phenomenon," 
argued  Aitkens.  "I  mean,  he's  on 
T-shirts.  Is  your  face  on  a  T-shirt? 
Mine  isn't."  Aitkens  noted  that 
Bat  Boy's  significance  has  been 
bolstered  since  9/11,  as  the  figure 
has  been  linked  to  special  ops  in 
Afghanistan,  the  secret  capture  of 
Osama  Bin  Laden,  and  a  gay  tryst 
with  Saddam  Hussein. 

Friends  are  less  than  thrilled  at 
Aitkens'  career  move. 

"This  is  horseshit,"  said  room- 
mate and  Biology  Master's  candi- 
date Youssif  Khan.  "1  just  wrote  a 
60,000  word  thesis  paper  on  the 
complex  digestive  system  of  the 
Zimbabwe  sandpiper  and  that  ass- 
hole woke  up  at  noon  so  he  could 
watch  Ripley's  Believe  it  or  Not  for 


Tabloid  icon  Bat  Boy  figures  prominently  in  student's  half-assed 
Master's  thesis 


his  'class.'  I  haven't  slept  for  72 
hours." 

When  asked  why  he  didn't  sim- 


ply go  in  to  a  proper  major  like 
zoology,  Aitkens  replied  that  his 
math  scores  were  dreadful. 


Campus  man  "seriously  doesn't  mind" 
getting  girlfriend's  groceries  for  her 


by  MARSHALL STAXXX 

VABSITY  STAFF 


Second-year  English  major  Tommy 
Vaikas  says  he  "seriously  doesn't 
mind"  picking  up  and  paying  for 
third-year  Middle  East  conflict 
studies  girlfriend  Andrea  Antoine's 
groceries. 

"Naw,  dude,  it's  cool,"  said  Vaikas 
on  Thursday.  "I'll  do  anything  for  the 
woman  I  love." 

Friends  have  repeatedly  chastised 
Vaikas  for  his  frequent  trips  to  the  24- 


hour  Dominion  on  Bloor  Avenue,  es- 
pecially because  Antoine  stays  in  her 
room  at  the  Whitney  Hall  residence 
while  Vaikas  runs  her  errands. 

"Whatever,  man,"  quipped  Vaikas. 
"Call  me  'whipped,'  1  don't  care.  We've 
got  a  bond.  A  bond  strong  enough  that 
if  1  have  to  get  out  of  bed,  get  dressed, 
walk  to  the  store,  buy  some  ice  cream, 
Extreme  Bold  Barbecue  Cheetos  and 
the  Michelina's  microwaveable  tortel- 
lini  that  comes  with  the  pesto  sauce, 
not  the  one  that  comes  with  the  pesto 
and  mushroom  sauce,  then  so  be  it.  1 


know  she'd  do  the  same  for  me." 

Broomball  teammate  Lamond  Har- 
ris doesn't  buy  Vaikas'  rationalization 
however. 

"1  heard  she  made  him  buy  her 
tampons  one  time.  And  when  he  got 
the  wrong  kind,  she  sent  him  back 
to  get  the  right  ones,"  notes  Harris. 
"That's  cold." 

Even  Vaikas  will  admit  that  the  ar- 
rangement has  some  drawbacks. 

"It  seems  like  every  time  1  get  back 
from  the  store,  my  boy  Steve  Casper 
is  just  leaving,"  said  Vaikas.  "That 


sucks!  1  love  hanging  out  with  that 
guy,  and  him  and  Andrea  are  always 
goofing  around  together.  Andrea  says 
they're  both  really  into  wrestling,  and 
he  likes  to  show  her  his  new  'finish- 
ing moves,'  but  1  always  get  back  too 
late  to  see  them.  Ah  well,  maybe  next 
time." 

When  asked  for  his  comment  on  the 
situation,  a  flustered  Casper  ran  out 
of  the  building  while  hastily  fastening 
his  belt,  while  Antoine,  covering  her- 
self with  a  bed  sheet,  commented  "get 
the  fuck  out  of  my  room!" 


Porn  ploy  fools  no  one 


by  STYX  NUGENT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  rash  of  posters  and  classified  ads 
for  the  "New  York  Hoat  Cooture  [sic] 


from  campus  women,  none  of  whom 
fell  for  the  obvious  scam. 

The  posters,  which  asked  women 
to  submit  a  portfolio  featuring  nude 
pictures  of  themselves  to  the  Web  site 


School"  has  illicited  zero  responses^    www.fuckinatruck.com  offered  "full 


scholarships  for  hot  young  women 
who  like  extra-curricular  activities." 

The  Web  site,  run  by  local  smut 
peddler  Van  Wiedler,  hoped  to  start  a 
new  section  featuring  pictures  of  col- 
lege women  who  thought  they  were 
posing  for  a  school  of  high  fashion. 

Programmer  Chad  Penney  blames 


Do  you  know  a  student  who  has  made 
an  outstanding  contribution  to  the  university  community? 


Established  by  the  University  of  Toronto  Alumni  Association  in  1 994, 
the  annual  Cressy  Awards  will  be  presented  to  students  at  a  special 
ceremony  hosted  by  President  Robert  J.  Birgeneau  in  March  2004. 

The  Cressy  Award  recognizes  students  in  their  graduating  year 
(June  or  November  2004)  for  their  outstanding  extra- 
curricular contribution  to  their  college,  faculty  or  school,  or  to  the 
university  as  a  whole.  Students  may  receive  only  one  Cressy  Award. 

Nomination  forms  are  available  from: 
U  ofT  Division  of  University  Advancement 
J.  Robert  S.  Prichard  Alumni  House 
2 1  King's  College  Circle 
Toronto,  ON  M5S  3J3 
or  online  at  wv\w.alumni.utoronto.ca/events/awards/awards.htm 

For  more  information: 
please  call  (416)  978-5881 
or  e-mail  stacie.bellemare@utoronto.ca 

Deadline  for  nominations: 
Friday,  January  16,2004 
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himself  for  the  fiasco. 

"I've  been  writing  these  terribly 
trite  blurbs  on  these  porn  sites  for  so 
long,  I  don't  know  how  to  do  anything 
else,"  he  lamented.  "1  mean,  the  part 
where  we  ask  that  the  girls  be  pre- 
pared to  show  off  their  excellent  oral 
skills?  What  the  hell  was  1  thinking?" 

Actual  fashion  design  school 
teacher  Vanessa  LeMay  of  Ryerson 
believes  the  scam  was  doomed  from 
the  start.  "1  have  a  hard  time  believ- 
ing any  legitimate  fashion  school 
would  include  the  word  'sluts'  in  their 
motto." 
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Student  "shakes  it  like  a 
Polaroid  picture,"  gets 
arrested  for  indecent  exposure 


by  LIZZIE  MCGUIRE 

VAflSITY  STAFF 


"Holy  crap.  Holy  crap.  Holy  crap... 
That's  all  1  remember  thinking... 
Holy  crap." 

This  is  Professor  Leopold  Mc- 
Bane's  nightmarish  memory  of  the 
events  of  Dec.  2,  2003.  It  was  an 
unusually  cold  night.  McBane  was 
in  his  second  floor  Sid  Smith  office, 
writing  himself  some  post-it  note 
reminders  for  the  next  day.  The  vel- 
vety hush  of  premature  winter  twi- 
light cloaked  the  building.  Outside, 
the  season's  first  snowfall  carpeted 
the  hard,  concrete  ground. 

"That's  when  1  felt  it.  That's  when 
I... [fitful  sob]... that's  when  1  wit- 
nessed the  horror." 

He  recalls  the  ground  trembling 
slightly.  A  well-positioned  pencil 
went  tumbling  off  of  his  oak  desk. 
McBane  eased  himself  out  of  his 
chair  to  investigate  the  disturbance. 


Just  outside  his  office,  in  the  dimly  lit 
hallway,  loomed  a  figure.  A  student 
in  McBane's  ENG308Y  Romantic  Po- 
etry and  Prose  class  stood  with  her 
back  to  the  slender,  pale  professor. 

"She  was  shaking  her  rear  end,"  he 
stammers,  "shaking  it,  shake,  shake, 
shaking  it  like  a  Polaroid  picture." 

The  student,  who  due  to  privacy 
laws  must  remain  unnamed,  is  cur- 
rently in  custody  at  the  U  of  T  police 
station.  She  has  been  charged  with 
indecent  exposure. 

"This  is  a  gross  display  of  booty 
shaking,"  says  Constable  Roger 
Jenkins.  "The  individual  in  custody 
was  completely  out  of  control.  It 
took  four  officers  to  apprehend  her 
and  her  enormous  behind.  It  was 
horrible." 

McBane  describes  the  student  as 
"deranged  and  sick." 

"She  was  yelling  out  'you're  not 
ready  for  this  jelly,'"  he  recalls. 
"It  was  a  horror  of  horrors.  It  still 


makes  me  want  to  cringe,  just  think- 
ing of  it." 

Since  the  incident,  McBane  hasn't 
eaten  anything  but  baby  carrots 
and  orange  juice.  "I  just  can't  bring 
myself  to  put  anything  in  my  mouth. 
The  thought  of  that  ass  and  those 
gigantic  thighs,"  he  says.  A  shudder 
runs  down  his  spine.  He  begins  to 
whimper  and  sob  like  a  little  baby. 

The  motives  behind  the  shaking 
are  still  unknown,  but  the  reverbera- 
tions across  campus  are  immense. 
Police  are  on  the  watch  for  any 
copy-cat  ass-shakers,  and  all  Pola- 
roid cameras  are  being  confiscated. 
McBane  and  many  of  his  colleagues 
are  currently  undergoing  post-trau- 
matic stress  therapy. 

At  least  one  faculty  member. 
Religious  studies  professor  Jake 
LaBaume,  disagrees  with  the  outcry 
against  the  shaking.  "Horror  of  hor- 
ror?" he  asks  incredulously,  "sounds 
more  like  Holiest  of  Holies." 


Lowly  newspaper  changes  name  to 
"Co-dependent" 


byAKDBEWLAFOBGE 


Editor  Peter  Josselyn  today  an- 
nounced that  the  "newspaper"  will 
be  re-launching  in  January  as  the 
"Co-Dependent  Weekly."  This  will 
mark  the  sixth  name-change  in  the 
publication's  26-year  history.  The 
weekly  campus  broadsheet  was 
launched  in  1978  as  the  "newspa- 
per," and  existed  under  that  name 
for  20  years.  In  1998  the  paper  was 
re-christened  the  "Independent 
Weekly,"  and  published  under  that 
rubrick  for  two  years. 

But  in  2000  a  contractual  spat 
between  the  editors  and  parent 
company  Planet  Publications  Inc.  led 
to  the  paper  using  a  strange  unpro- 
nouncable  symbol  as  its  name  for 
a  short  time  before  settling  on  "the 
newspaper  formerly  known  as  the 
Independent  Weekly." 

Eventually  peace  was  restored  in 
the  kingdom,  and  the  publication 
was  re-launched  as  the  "newspa- 
per" this  year.  Editor  Peter  Josselyn 
— formerly  of  Trinity's  Salterrae  and 


the  Varsity  was  recruited  with  high 
hopes  of  restoring  the  publication  to 
its  once-proud  place. 

But  it  was  not  to  be.  As  Josselyn 
explained  at  a  hastily-arranged  news 
conference,  problems  have  plagued 
the  publication  this  year  ranging 
from  the  editorial  to  the  financial. 

"1  think  we  hit  bottom  when  we 
misspelled  'newspaper'  in  our  title," 
explained  Josselyn.  "But  really,  with 
all  those  name  changes,  we're  lucky 
we  can  even  remember  what  we're 
called,  let  alone  spell  it  correctly." 

The  real  problem,  according  to 
Josselyn,  is  what  he  calls  the  federal 
government's  "caving  to  the  radical 
communist- environmental-health 
lobby  of  the  Canadian  Federation  of 
Students,"  in  reference  to  the  ban  on 
tobacco  advertising  this  year.  The 
loss  of  this  money  represents  almost 
a  quarter  of  the  "Whatever  The  Hell 
It's  Called's"  advertising  revenue. 

"It's  all  a  dark  communist  plot 
to  take  revenge  for  my  leading  the 
anti-CFS  forces  last  year,"  declared 
Josselyn.  When  contacted  by  the 


Varsity,  SAC  Vice-President  Alexan- 
dra McFabulous  Artful-Dodger,  Esq., 
the  most  vocal  pro-CFS  voice  on 
campus,  offered  that  she  was  under 
a  gag  order  from  her  council  prevent- 
ing her  from  speaking  to  the  media. 

"But  if  I  WAS  to  comment,  I'd  say 
that  Peter  Josselyn  is  a  hateful  mean 
little  troll  and  I  hope  he  rots  in  hell," 
Dodger  continued  before  hastily 
adding  "but  that's  off  the  record." 

Whatever  the  case,  campus  senti- 
ment seems  unanimous.  Even  U.  of  T. 
President  Robert  Birgeneau  offered 
"My  God,  the  'newspaper'  sucks!  And 
did  you  see  that  editorial  skewering 
the  university  for  finishing  first  in  the 
McLean's  annual  rankings?!  What 
would  they  have  said  if  we'd  finished 
fourth?!?" 

Josselyn  for  his  part  hopes  the 
new  format  and  name  change  will 
mark  the  rebirth  of  the  paper.  "The 
new  format  will  be  marked  by  our 
flushing  all  vestiges  of  pride  down 
the  toilet,"  he  offered.  "We've  already 

See  CO  DEPENDENT  on  page  4 
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Wacky  laws 


News 


news^thevarsityxa 


by"NEON"FEON  CHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


It's  that  time  of  the  season  again  and 
many  of  us  will  be  vacationing  in 
the  States.  We'll  be  partying,  having 
fun  and  doing  crazy  things.  But  we 
don't  want  to  get  into  trouble  with 
the  Americans.  Just  to  be  safe,  here 
are  some  things  the  Varsity  think  you 
should  know  about  American  laws. 


New  York 

It  is  illegal  to  flirt  with  a  wom- 
an,    punishable     by     $25  fine. 

It  is  against  the  law  to  eat  peanuts  and 
walk  backwards  when  a  concert  is  on. 

Colorado 

It  is  illegal  to  perform  acrobatics  that 
might  frighten  horses. 

It  is  against  the  law  to  loan  your 
vacuum  cleaner  to  your  next  door 


neighbour. 

According  to  the  "Make  my  day"  law, 
a  man  cannot  be  charged  if  he  is  pro- 
tecting himself  from  intruders  even  if 
he  kills  the  intruders. 

California 

It  is  against  the  law  for  animals  to 
mate  publicly  within  1,500  feet  of  a 
tavern,  school  or  place  of  worship. 

It  is  illegal  for  any  man  to  purchase 
liquor  without  the  written  consent 


All  shook  up:  Toronto  mayor  David  Miller  shares  his  thoughts  with  hair  and  belly  compadre  Elvis 
Presley. 


Washington 


of  his  wife. 
It  is  illegal  to  swim  on  dry  land. 

It  is  illegal  to  paint  polka  dots  on  the 
It  is  illegal  to  have  two  indoor  bath-     American  flag, 
tubs  in  your  house. 

Georgia 

It  is  illegal  to  say  "Oh  Boy." 
Connecticut 

It  is  illegal  to  educate  a  dog. 
Massachusetts 

It  is  against  the  law  to  water  your  lawn 
when  it  is  raining. 

Idaho 

It  is  illegal  to  purchase  onions  after 
dark  without  a  special  permit  from 
sheriff. 


Kentucky 

It  is  against  the  law  for  a  woman  to 
buy  a  new  hat  without  her  husband- 
trying  it  on. 


It  is  illegal  to  ride  an  ugly  horse. 
North  Carolina 

It  is  illegal  to  sneeze  within  the  city 
limits. 

Florida 

The  law  states  that  if  an  elephant  is 
tied  to  a  parking  meter,  it  must  pay 
the  same  fees  as  a  car. 

Indiana 

According  to  state  law,  once  your 
breath  leaves  your  body,  it  is  no  lon- 
ger your  property. 

Maine 

It  is  against  the  law  to  blow  your  nose 
in  public 

Source:  Wacky  Laws  Web  site 


Varsity  taken  over  by  robots 


byOBIETRITES 

VARSITY  STAFF  


U  of  T  students  have  filed  a  class 
action  lawsuit  against  the  Var- 
sity. They  are  accusing  the  student 
newspaper  of  cutting  corners  by 
employing  spam  robots  to  generate 
stories. 

The  group,  led  by  fourth-year 
engineering  student  NAME_001, 
claims  the  content  of  the  Varsity 
has  become  questionable.  They  are 
accusing  The  Varsity  of  cutting  cor- 
ners by  employing  spam  robots  to 
generate  stories.  U  of  T  students 
have  filed  a  class  action  lawsuit 
against  the  Varsity. 

"All  students  pay  a  levy  to  the  Var- 


sity" said  NAME.OOl,  "and  I  think 
we  deserve  to  have  real  humans 
reporting  our  news.  I  really  could 
have  used  that  $1.25  last  night— it 
would  have  covered  a  third  of  my 
Starbucks  latte  when  1  was  study- 
ing for  an  exam  at  Robarts." 

NAME_002,  a  first-year  Arts 
student,  was  more  sympathetic 
towards  the  Varsity.  "I  think  they've 
been  having  problems  with  their 
e-mail,"  said  NAME_002.  "I've  been 
trying  to  write  for  them  all  term, 
but  they  lost  my  e-mails  when  their 
server  crashed.  Maybe  their  e-mail 
servers  have  been  taken  over  by 
Spyware." 

In  an  e-mail  interview  a  Varsity 
staff  member  commented,  "Video 
Live  Paris  Hilton  XXX  Click!!!" 


Sid  Smith  looking  a 
little  "frumpy" 


by  MR.  ANDERSON 

VARSITY  STAFF 


In  a  bold  statement  last  Friday,  the 
Ramsey  Wright  Zoological  labs  and 
the  Lash  Miller  chemistry  building 
came  together  to  announce  that 
their  sister  building,  Sidney  Smith 
Hall,  was  looking  a  little  "frumpy." 

"I  mean,  just  look  at  her,"  the 
Wright  building  declared  in  an 
afternoon  press  conference,  "she's 
totally  let  herself  go." 

Both  the  Wright  and  Miller  build- 
ings were  steadfast  when  asked 
about  the  new  design  features 
added  over  the  west  lobby  during 
the  summer. 

"Naw,  it's  totally  gaudy.  She's 
never  going  to  impress  New  Col- 
lege that  way..."  said  the  Miller 
building.  "We're  really  sorry 
Sidney.  We  should  have  told  you 
sooner." 

The  Wright  building  continued, 
"The  way  I  see  it,  Millie,  Sidney 
and  I  are  sisters.  We  seem  to  have 


been  built  in  the  same  era,  so  we 
have  to  stick  together.  We  may  not 
be  as  classy  as  Vic,  or  as  demure 
as  Massey,  but  we  got  it  goin'  on. 
We'll  rock  your  campus  like  a  hur- 
ricane, baby!" 

After  hearing  these  comments, 
Sid-Smith  lapsed  into  a  dejected, 
pouting  stupor,  and  had  consumed 
almost  an  entire  drum  of  industrial 
concrete  before  Wright  and  Miller 
were  able  to  cheer  her  up  again. 

"It's  okay,  girl — we're  going  to 
give  you  a  make  over!"  exclaimed 
the  excited  chemistry  building. 
Sid-Smith  perked  right  up. 

Following  the  spectacle,  the 
Earth  Sciences  building  rebuked 
the  make-over  idea  as  a  horrible 
prank  on  an  unsuspecting  Sid- 
Smith.  Witnesses  reported  hear- 
ing Earth-Sci  specifically  refer  to 
Lash  Miller  as  "a  filthy  lying  slut." 

The  McLennan  physics  building, 
also  built  during  the  same  era  as 
Wright,  Miller,  and  Smith,  was  un- 
available for  comment. 


CO  DEP.. 


Continued  from  page  3 


gone  hat-in-hand  to  the  Varsity  ask- 
ing them  to  let  us  into  Campus  Plus 
[the  national  advertising  broker  of 
the  Canadian  University  Press].  The 
next  step  is  clearly  a  merger." 

This  may  prove  problematic 
however,  as  "newspaper"  founder 
and  Governing  Council  Chair  Tom 
Simpson    immediately  denounced 


the  idea  of  a  merger,  threatening  to 
sit  as  an  independent  if  the  proposal 
goes  through.  Ruben  Schwartz,  the 
publication's  left-wing  former  Editor, 
also  pointed  out  that  this  would  be 
a  violation  of  his  and  Josselyn's  con- 
vention-floor handshake  agreement, 
a  deal  that  secured  Josselyn's  lead- 
ership win.  "I've  already  contacted 
my  lawyers,"  Schwartz  offered  omi- 
nously. 
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Your  new 

boyfriend's 

"Subculture" 

by  HONDA  BLISS 

VARSITY  STAFF  j^^^ 

Girl,  So  you  got  yourse/fa  new 
boyfriend  but  you've  been  listening 
to  Britney  Spears  since  ninth 
grade?  Not  sure  how  you  will 
fit  into  his  "subculture".  Don't 
panic:  here  is  the  Ydiisity's  guide 
to  datingyour  new  Punk,  Indie,  or 


History 

Punk  basically  started  as  a  rebellion  against 
the  mainstream  styles  of  the  music  during  the 
mid  and  late  1960s.  The  movement's  music 
was  based  on  simplicity  and  repetitiveness. 
Velvet  Underground  sang  about  realism,  and 
sexual  and  drug  experiences,  a  trend  that 
stayed  with  this  movement  for  years. 

Indie:  Can  relate  to  film  or  music:  Indie  rock 
is  a  genre  of  music.  It's  a  style  of  dress.  It's 
an  attitude.  It's  a  subculture.  "It's  taking  a 
pure  ideal  or  thought  and  not  conforming  to 
a  mainstream  or  popular  way  of  interpreting 
that  ideal  or  thought,"  said  Jon  Adams,  a  self 
proclaimed  indie  rocker. 

Hip  Hop;  Hip  Hop  has  a  political  philosophy, 
a  male  and  female  definition,  a  business  style 
and  even  an  education  style.  Hip  Hop  as  a  so- 
cial organization  has  an  African  tribal  style  of 
unity.  But  really,  it's  all  about  the  bling-bling. 

Style 

Anything  goes-  rip  it  up,  spike  it,  colour  it  and 
put  it  on.  Be  daring-  show  some  nipple. 

The  indie  look  is  really  popular  at  the  mall 
right  now-  go  with  vintage  tee's.  Don't  be  up- 
set if  he  asks  to  borrow  your  clothes-  they  will 
look  better  on  him  anyway. 

Clean,  go  with  clean.  Get  a  nice  coat  with  a  fur 
hoodie.  Wear  clean  white  shoes,  tight  pants. 

Drugs 

Dope 

Pot 

Weed 

Hygiene  habits 

Hygiene?  You  must  be  kidding. 

Scruffy-  you  can  look  scruffy  too,  girl.  Re- 
member grunge?  Yeah,  it's  kinda  like  that. 

He  looks  good  and  wants  you  to  look  good 
too. 

Politics 

Left  wing  or  Anarchist 

Apathetic 

Independent 

Death 

Know  why  punks  kill  "the  system" 

Know  why  Indie-rockers  kill  themselves 

Know  why  Hip  Hop  artists  kill  each  other 

Sex  or,  don't  be  upset  if  he... 

Has  fucked  all  his  friends'  girlfriends 

Looks  gay  but  loves  porn 

Dances  with  all  the  fine  girls  at  the  clubs 

Dream  woman  to  model  yourself  after 

Nancy,  of  course 

Nico 

Lil'  Kim 
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Monkeys  and  hunchbacks  taking  over! 


I'm  entirely  convinced  the  univer- 
sity employs  a  team  of  ravenous 
monkeys  to  brachiate  their  way 
through  the  stacks  collecting  jour- 
nals— not  all  of  them  mind  you,  just 
the  ones  you  saw  weeks  ago  while 
on  some  other  mission,  but  didn't 
have  the  energy  to  photocopy;  the 
ones  whose  possession  will  make 
or  break  your  paper. 

The  captured  tomes  are  then 
relegated  to  the  deepest  most 
poorly  lit  parts  of  the  adjunct  sub- 
sub-basement  of  Robarts  Library, 


EDITORIAL 


where  they  are  shredded  in  a  meat 
grinder,  then  reassembled  with 
irregularly  shaped  pieces  of  trans- 
parent sticky  tape  by  a  thumbless, 
three-toothed  hunchback  with  his 
single  baleful  and  cataracted  eye. 
The  reassembled  journals  are  then 
replaced  on  the  shelves,  where 
students  might  have  seven  or  eight 
minutes  to  find  them  again  before 


the  monkeys  do...  but  I  digress... 

Profs  suck.  Students  should  have 
the  right  to  decide  when  a  prof  is 
doing  a  good  job  or  not.  All  the 
seats  in  a  lecture  hall  should  have 
buttons  on  them.  If  the  instructor 
fails  to  deliver  the  course  mate- 
rial with  sufficient  zest  and  clar- 
ity, the  students  would  vote,  and  a 
trap-door  would  open  in  the  floor, 
sending  him  or  her  to  a  frightful 
(if  somewhat  comical)  doom...  you 
see,  they  get  to  feed  the  hunch- 
back.... 


The  merits  of  being  a  flesh-eating  zombie 


byMANGALOREBETHUSELANTA 

VETERAN  OF  THE  PSYCHIC  WARS  

You  know,  the  flesh-eating  zombie 
is  the  most  under-appreciated  of  all 
the  movie  monsters.  In  fact,  after  ten 
or  fifteen  minutes  of  contemplation,  I 
believe  it  might  not  be  so  bad  to  be  a 
mindless  denizen  of  the  undead. 

For  one  thing,  nobody  actually 
expects  anything  of  you.  You  don't 
have  to  bathe  if  you  don't  want  to, 
don't  have  to  do  homework — you 
can  even  let  the  rotting  flesh  tumble 
from  your  desiccated  bones  and  no 
one  will  complain.  Why  would  they? 
You're  a  flesh-eating  zombie;  you 
can't  help  it. 

Besides,  if  anybody  actually  does 
speak  to  you,  it's  not  like  you'd  have 
to  say  anything  intelligent  in  return. 
You  just  have  to  wander  around 
moaning  and  groaning  all  the  time. 
If  you're  a  flesh-eating  zombie  and 
one  of  your  friends  says  something 
like:  "Hey,  Joe,  whatcha  up  to?  Think 
you  could  give  me  a  hand  moving 
my  meth-lab?"  you  don't  even  have 
to  come  up  with  an  excuse.  You 


just  have  to  say  "ggrrrllllagggg.... 
nnnnnuuuuhhhh..."  and  he'll  get  the 
message. 

Better  still,  flesh-eating  zombies 
don't  have  to  breathe,  so  the  next 
time  you  drop  your  fishing  rod  in  the 
lake,  you  can  just  wander  on  down 
there  and  fetch  it;  plus,  think  of  all 
the  amazing  underwater  sights  you 
can  see  in  the  Mediterranean  or  the 
Caribbean.  You  could  even  get  a  job 
doing  oceanographic  research  or 
possibly  hunting  for  the  lost  city  of 
Atlantis. 

Of  course,  there  are  at  least  a  few 
downsides  to  being  a  flesh-eating 
Zombie;  not  the  least  of  which  is 
having  to  eat  flesh.  Generally,  this 
should  be  the  flesh  of  a  frightened 
teenager  who  recently  lost  their 
virginity — but  if  that  doesn't  appeal, 
you  could  probably  get  away  with 
a  raw  steak  or  maybe  a  neighbor's 
dog  or  something...  1  mean,  you're 
undead,  so  there  can't  be  any  hard 
and  fast  rules,  can  there? 

The  other  big  drawback  is  that 
it's  usually  pretty  hard  to  get  a  date 
when  you're  a  flesh-eating  zombie. 


The  number  one  complaint  is  always 
the  smell,  so  if  you  do  manage  to 
sucker  someone  into  going  out  with 
your  putrid  carcass,  you  should  at 
least  try  to  cover  it  up.  If  you're  out 
for  dinner,  have  some  garlic  with 
your  meal.  You  could  also  snag  that 
pine-tree  air  freshener  from  your 
car  and  hang  it  around  your  neck. 
Not  only  will  you  smell  better  than 
a  freshly  exhumed  body,  but  you 
might  even  start  a  new  fad  as  well. 

And  speaking  of  nights  out,  that  re- 
minds me  of  the  number  one  reason 
it's  good  to  be  a  flesh-eating  zombie: 
the  dancing.  From  The  Monster  Mash, 
to  Michael  Jackson's  Thriller,  zom- 
bies the  world  over  are  known  for 
their  proficiency  on  the  dancefloor... 
so,  assuming  the  bouncers  don't 
mind  letting  a  haggard,  moaning,  un- 
dead fiend  into  the  club,  get  the  heck 
out  there  and  cut  a  rug! 

Mangelore  Bethuselanta  is  some 
wackjob  we  found  wandering  dazed 
in  an  Etobicoke  train-yard.  Stay 
tuned  for  his  next  piece,  on  the  mer- 
its of  being  a  brain-sucking  mutant 


LETTERS 


Fazed  over  "phase,"  A  bit  of  a  pickle 
Varsity  loses  face      ^      ^.  . 

Re:  nothing  in  particular... 


Re:  Major  threat  rolls  into 
town  (Nov.  27) 

I  enjoyed  reading  your  article 
about  the  upcoming  games  be- 
tween the  Queen's  and  U  of  T 
women's  hockey  teams  in  the 
most  recent  Varsity.  Being  a  stick- 
ler about  words,  1  just  wanted  to 
correct  your  use  of  "phase"  in 
the  first  sentence  of  the  second 
paragraph.  The  correct  spell- 
ing is  "faze,"  which  according  to 
my  dictionary  means,  "to  dis- 
turb, agitate,  disconcert."  Thus 
"does  not  faze  head  coach  Karen 
Hughes"  would  mean  that  she  is 
not  disturbed  or  preoccupied  by 
the  upcoming  games. 

Keep  up  the  good  work!  Cheer 
for  the  U  of  T  team! 

Dr.  Nicholas  H.  Acheson 

Professor 

Department  of  Microbiology  and 

Immunology 

McGill  University 


Dude,  I  swear 
I'm  going  to  deck 
that  asshole  in  my 
comparative  lit 
tutorial 


Dude,  dude,  you  see  that  guy  over 
there?  Wearing  the  trenchcoat 
with  the  long  hair?  Yeah,  that 
guy's  in  my  comparative  lit  tuto- 
rial. I  swear  to  god  man,  I'm  going 
to  deck  that  fucking  shitwad.  If  I 
hear  him  use  the  words "panacea" 
or  "Zeitgeist"  one  more  time  I'm 
going  to  fucking  lose  my  fucking 
mind.  Every  time  he  opens  his 
goddamned  mouth  I  just  fucking 
cringe.  Somebody  should  let  him 
know  that  when  the  prof  lets  you 
answer  a  question,  it's  not  an 
invitation  to  stand  up  and  orate. 
And  sucking  the  prof's  dick  is 
going  to  be  a  lot  more  effective 
at  getting  him  a  referral  for  grad 
school.  Plus  it  would  keep  him  out 
of  my  fucking  face.  Proust-reading 
motherfucker. 

Kathy  Swanson 


How  are  you  doing?  Just  thought 
I'd  mention  that  there's  a  small 
spelling  error  on  page  14  of  your 
Dec  1  issue.  Not  like  it's  a  big  deal, 
though.  There  are  worse  things. 

It  was  a  pretty  simple  word 
though:  "pickle."  You'd  think  a  word 
like  that  would  be  pretty  easy  to 
spell  without  making  mistakes.  But 
really,  it's  no  big  deal.  I'm  sure  you 
have  much  more  important  things 
to  worry  about. 

Anyway,  1  just  thought  I'd  men- 
tion it.  I'm  sure  it  didn't  bother 
anyone.  I  just  thought  you  might 
want  to  know. 

"Pickle."  Honestly  how  could  you 
get  it  wrong? 

1  mean,  WHAT  THE  FUCK  IS  UP 
WITH  THAT?!?  YOU  GODDAMN 
COMMIE  BASTARDS!!!  FUCKING 
SPELLING  MISTAKE. 

FUCK  YOU!!! 

[Angry]  Joe 


Grog  speak 

Me  Grog.  Me  caveman.  Me  unfrozen 
after  40,000  years.  Me  read  the  Var- 
sity. Not  like  it.  Too  wordy. 

We  had  paper  when  I  was  kid. 
Actually  a  rock  with  markings  on 
it.  Actually  we  just  piss  on  rock.  But 
was  good.  Better  than  this. 

I  take  class  here  at  U  of  T.  No  one 
want  to  be  in  group  with  me.  What 
give?  I  think  it  because  I  sit  at  back 
wearing  bearskin  and  holding  club. 
Also  one  time  I  eat  student's  dog. 

It  hard  meeting  cavewoman 
these  days.  I  work  club  scene,  but 
no  good.  After  few  drink  with  girl  I 
always  ask,  "you  cavewoman  unfro- 
zen after  40,000  years?"  That  not  go 
over  well. 

You  should  hire  me  for  paper.  I 
make  story  for  you.  I  club  someone 
each  week,  you  write  story:  "Grog 
club  guy  again."  What  you  think?  I 
hope  you  like.  Caveman  skill  not  in 
high  demand  these  day.  But  me  in- 
vest in  blue  chip.  You  want  advice? 
No  buy  Microsoft.  I  predict  they  go 
down  soon.  Their  price  to  earnings 
ratio  ridiculous. 

Me  not  say  more  for  now.  You 
want  more  advice  you  have  to  pay. 
Go  to  www.grogstock.com. 

Grog 


Please  don't  send  us  any  submissions — we  get  enough 
poorly  written  crap  as  it  is.  Please  don't  add  to  the  pile. 

Really.  We'll  just  do  it  ourselves. 
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Ask...  er...  DREK?  ^ 

Your  eccentric  cousin  Eddie  fills  in  for  our  regular  sex  columnists... 


MIKE  WINTERS 


Dear  DREK, 

I  think  my  girlfriend  has  been 
fooling  around  on  me,  and 
what's  worse,  I  think  she  gave 
me  something.  About  two  days 
ago  I  started  getting  this  froth- 
ing green  discharge  at  the  end 
of  my  penis,  and  my  whole  geni- 
tal region  feels  like  it's  on  fire.  1 
feel  dizzy  and  lightheaded,  and 
blue  spots  started  appearing  all 
over  my  body,  especially  on  my 
buttocks.  I'm  afraid  1  might  have 
something  really  serious.  Can 
you  help  me? 

— Worried 

Dear  "Worried, 

Cripes!  It's  Dr.  E.  K.,  you  know? 
Dr.  Edward  Kiintefase — not 
DREK,  you  stupid  wretclies!  I 
admit  it  I'm  not  actually  a  doc- 
tor— I'm  a  first-year  astrophys- 
ics major — but  wliat  of  it? 

Now  then.  Right...  frothy 
green  discharge...  Well,  what 
the  hell  do  you  want  me  to  do 
about  it?  Put  some  ointment  on 
it  or  something.  Oh  yeah,  and 
dump  that  filthy  whore. 

Dear  DREK, 

I'm  a  single  guy,  in  my  third 
year  of  computing  science. 
I'm  new  to  the  city  and  live  by 
myself.  U  of  T  is  such  a  large 
school — I've  had  trouble  making 
friends  and  meeting  women. 
1  don't  want  to  just  pick  some 
girl  up  in  a  bar — my  parents 
say  that's  a  good  way  to  catch  a 
disease.  Besides,  most  of  those 
girls  don't  seem  to  like  it  when 
I  ask  if  I  can  put  their  phone 
number  in  my  PDA,  and  none  of 
them  ever  want  to  play  Warcraft 
with  me.  What  can  1  do? 

—  <<Cy(5erman21>> 

Dear  HOPELESS  LOSER, 

No  woman  will  ever  want  you 
and  you'll  be  lucky  if  you  can 
find  a  farmer  you  can  pay 
enough  to  let  you  fondle  his 
ugliest  goat — or  at  least,  that's 
what  my  parents  told  me  when  I 
asked  them  that  question. 

Dear  DREK, 

I'm  a  little  confused.  Two 
months  ago,  1  had  my  first  bi  / 
lesbian  experience,  with  one  of 
my  roommates.  It  was  the  first- 
time  for  both  of  us  and  we  were 
both  a  little  scared  at  first,  but 
the  way  she  took  her  time — so 
caring  and  warm  and  gentle... 
well,  1  think  I'm  in  love  with  her. 
The  thing  is,  I'm  not  sure  she 
feels  the  same  way — she  wants 
to  keep  exploring.  She's  been 
seeing  a  few  of  the  guys  in  her 
poli-sci  class,  and  has  even 
had  threesomes  and  foursomes 
with  a  few  of  them.  She's  invited 
me  to  join  in  a  couple  of  times, 
but  I'm  just  not  ready  for  that. 
It's  not  what  I  want,  but  1  don't 
want  to  feel  left  out  or  for  her 
to  think  I'm  not  cool.  What  can 
1  do? 

— Not  wanting  to  share 


foursomes  you  say?  Oh,  yeah,  I 
definitely  think  you  should  join 
in...  Yeah...  oh  yeah...  Who's 
your  daddy?  WHO'S  YOUR 
DADDY???  Oh,  Oh,  Woah... 
Ohhhhhhh...  Oh  baby...  oh,  that 
was  good... 

Hey,  what  res  are  you  in?  Can 
1  get  pictures  with  your  next 
letter?  Oh  man,  this  is  better 
than  the  Penthouse  forum...  I'm 
spent.  Anybody  know  where  1 
can  get  a  keyboard  cleaned? 

Dear  DREK, 

I'm  an  older  woman,  recently 
divorced.  My  youngest  son  is 
in  his  first  year  at  U  of  T.  He 
came  home  to  visit  last  week- 
end, and  his  roommate  came  to 
stay  with  us.  Nothing  like  this 
has  ever  happened  before,  but 
seeing  the  two  of  them  together 
like  that — two  strapping  young 
men — well,  I  just  wanted  to  take 
them  both  upstairs  and  teach 
them  what  "home  cookin'"  is  re- 


ally all  about. 

Now,  I'm  an  educated,  open 
minded  woman.  1  watch  Sex  in 
the  City.  I  know  we  live  in  an  age 
of  sexual  freedom  and  explora- 
tion, and  that  there's  probably 
nothing  wrong  with  sleeping 
with  some  of  my  son's  friends. 
But...  it  wasn't  just  the  friend... 
it  was  the  thought  of  both  of 
them,  and  1  can't  help  thinking 
my  desires  are  terribly  teriibly 
wrong — and  yet  so  right...  What 
would  he  think  if  I  told  him? 
What  would  his  father  say?  If 
they  come  to  visit  again,  1  may 
not  be  able  to  control  myself.  , 
I'm  so  confused. 

— Mrs.  Robinson 

Dear  Mrs.  Robinson 

Mom?  Mom  is  that  you?  Oh 
my  god...  that's  so  disgusting. 
I'm  feeling  nauseous...  yet, 
strangely  aroused.  1  love  you 
mom.  Call  me. 


Dear  DREK, 

My  boyfriend  is  an  accounting 
major,  and  lately  he's  been  acting, 
well,  weird.  Sometimes  1  walk  in 
the  room  and  catch  him  filling  out 
forms  of  some  kind,  but  he  always 
hides  them  when  he  sees  me,  then 
acts  guilty  for  the  rest  of  the  day. 
The  other  night,  we  started  mak- 
ing out,  and  suddenly  he  stopped 
and  asked  if  he  could  file  my  T4, 
then  told  me  his  stocks  were  ris- 
ing. Later,  when  he  was  climaxing, 
he  started  screaming  things  like 
"Get  ready  for  a  capital  gain,"  and, 
"Here  come  my  liquid  assets." 
Once  I  caught  him  standing  naked 
in  front  of  the  TV,  clearly  aroused. 


tax-returns  all  over  the  floor, 
watching  the  business  report  on 
the  news.  I  just  didn't  know  what 
to  do.  It's  all  a  little,  well,  creepy. 
What  should  1  do? 

— Financial  Fetish 

Dear  Fetish, 

Fuck.  Now  that  is  some  sick, 
twisted  shit.  Your  boyfriend  is 
a  sexual  deviant  in  need  of  im- 
mediate counseling.  Is  he  there 
with  you  now?  I've  dispatched 
a  team.  Just  stay  where  you  are, 
and  the  men  with  white  coats  and 
butterfly  nets  will  be  there  any 
moment. 
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Dear  NWTS, 


Oh  baby,  yes,  yes,  that's  right. 
Mmmmm...  yes...  tell  me  more. 


Ite  Vanity 
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Scientists  discover  Mr.  T  cells 


byNEEEEEEEERRRD!!!!! 


Immunologists  have  long  known 
about  ordinary  T-cells,  which  are 
an  important  part  of  the  human 
immune  system. 

This  week,  researchers  an- 
nounced the  discovery  of  a  simi- 
lar, but  distinct  kind  of  cell — the 
Mr.  T-cell. 

Dr.  Howlin  M.  Murdoch  discov- 
ered them  when  examining  a  petri 
dish  full  of  ordinary  T-cells.  He  no- 
ticed that  some  of  the  cells  looked 
a  bit  different  than  the  others 
and  when  he  zoomed  in,  he  was 
amazed  to  see  that  they  looked 


like  tiny  Mr.  T  heads. 

More  astonishing  still  is  that  the 
cells  can  talk.  Dr.  Murdoch  noticed 
a  faint  buzzing  sound  when  exam- 
ining the  cells.  He  constructed  a 
tiny  microphone  and  amplified  the 
sounds  and  found  the  Mr.  T  cells 
alive  were  talking  away. 

"I  pity  the  rapidly  mutating  ret- 
rovirus that  tries  to  take  me  on," 
one  of  the  cells  was  recorded  as 
saying.  "Those  other  lympho- 
cytes, they  ain't  got  what  1  got," 
it  went  on.  "You  send  me  a  cell 
infected  with  coronavirus,  I'll  de- 
stroy it,  just  like  that.  I  don't  take 
no  prisoners." 


The  cells  seem  eerily  self-aware, 
says  Murdoch.  "One  time  when  1 
was  looking  through  the  micro- 
scope, I  swear  one  of  the  Mr.  T 
cells  looked  up  at  me  and  said 
'Whatch  you  lookin'  at,  fool!'" 

Scientists  are  at  a  loss  to  explain 
these  strange  new  cells,  but  are 
already  thinking  of  applications. 
"These  cells  are  tougher  than 
regular  T  cells,"  Dr.  Murdoch  says, 
"especially  in  combination  with 
other  kinds  of  immune  cells.  We 
think  we  can  assemble  a  sort  of  A- 
team  of  immune  cells  with  the  Mr. 
T  cells  at  their  centre.  They'd  be 
unstoppable." 


Physics  building  disappears  in  flash  of  light 


by  CAROLINE  DUHANGELO 

VARSITY  STAFF   

In  what  is  being  described  as  a 
Gedankenexperiment  gone  horribly 
wrong,  Maclennan  Physical  Labora- 
tories disappeared  yesterday  morn- 
ing. Witnesses  say  shortly  after  11 
a.m.  the  physics  building  suddenly 
started  glowing  bright  blue  before 
collapsing  into  a  single  beam  of 
light  and  disappearing.  The  event 
was  reportedly  accompanied  by  a 
sliding  whine  and  a  loud  fanfare  of 
trumpets,  climaxing  as  the  building 
disappeared. 

Paul  Dirac,  a  physics  graduate 
student  who  had  just  stepped  out 
for  a  cigarette  when  the  disaster 
occurred,  explained  its  probable 
cause. 

"What  you  basically  have  here  is 
the  fundamental  conflict  between 
Einstein's  theory  of  General  Relativ- 
ity and  Quantum  Mechanics.  Recent 
attempts  to  unify  these  two  theory 
sets,  by  inventing  as  many  as  four- 
teen extra  dimensions,  was  bound 
to  create  problems.  When  you  add 
all  that  Bose-Einstein  condensation 
in  the  basement,  and  the  Heisenberg 
Uncertainty  Principle,  well,  it  was 
frankly  a  disaster  waiting  to  hap- 
pen." 


Other  witnesses  confirmed  not 
having  a  clue  as  to  what  the  hell  Di- 
rac was  talking  about. 

When  asked  if  this  tragedy  was 
similar  to  the  'warp  drive'  phenome- 
non seen  on  Star  Trek,  Dirac  moaned 
loudly  and  rolled  his  eyes. 

"Yeah.  Just  like  on  Star  Trek" 

As  a  precaution,  police  have  cor- 
doned off  the  area  where  the  Phys- 
ics building  formerly  stood,  a  move 
that  has  angered  many  first  year  Life 
Sciences  students,  including  Chrissy 


Lang  and  her  best  friend,  Jessica 
Totenhaller. 

"Like,  you  know,  we  used  to  cut 
through  the  Physics  building  to  get 
the  Chem[istry  in  the  Earth  Sciences 
building]  after  Bio  [logy  in  Convoca- 
tion Hall],"  said  Lang.  "Now  I  have 
to  walk  all  the  way  around  the  block 
just  to  get  there.  This  totally  sucks." 

Added  Totenhaller,  "Yeah,  those 
stupid  physics  guys  are  making 
sure  I  won't  get  into  Med.  School  for 
sure." 


Research  gorilla  "a  real  asshole" 


by  DAVID  CHEEBA 


Dr.  Gary  Grouse,  who  teaches  sign 
language  to  gorillas  as  part  of  his 
research,  is  getting  fed  up  with  the 
behaviour  of  one  of  the  animals. 

"He's  a  real  asshole,"  Grouse  said. 
"But  I  have  to  put  up  with  it  in  order 
to  get  my  research  done." 


Grouse  has  been  teaching  "Billy" 
sign  language  to  better  understand 
the  cognitive  abilities  of  great  apes. 

"At  lunch  time  we  have  sandwich- 
es, which  we  all  share,  humans  and 
gorillas,  together,"  Grouse  said. 

"Billy  knows  I  like  the  peanut 
butter  ones,  but  he  goes  ahead  and 
eats  them  anyway.  He  doesn't  even 


like  peanut  butter  and  you  can  tell 
he's  forcing  them  down.  He  looks 
straight  at  me  while  he's  eating 
them  and  I  know  he  just  does  it  to 
piss  me  off." 

Grouse  also  complains  of  the 
gorilla's  enthusiastic  masturbatory 
displays  that  come  at  the  worst  pos- 
sible times. 

"As  a  primate  researcher,  I've  seen 
my  fair  share  of  apes  masturbating," 
says  Grouse.  "I've  gotten  used  to 
it,  for  the  most  part,  but  Billy  goes 
over  the  top  and  I  think  it's  deliber- 
ate. Like  he'll  go  at  it  when  I'm  in  the 
middle  of  a  National  Geographic  in- 
terview, or  when  my  boss  comes  to 
visit.  He'll  come  right  up  next  to  us, 
grunting  and  groping  at  himself  and 
it  really  throws  me  off." 

A  graduate  student  who  works 
with  Grouse  says  Billy  isn't  the  only 
animal  that  antagonizes  him.  "He's 
a  little  pompous  and  animals  can 
sense  that,"  he  said,  adding  that 
when  Grouse  was  working  with  pi- 
geons a  few  years  ago  they  would 
shit  on  his  head  as  they  flew  by 
without  fail.  "I  think  they  just  like  to 
deflate  him  a  little." 


Lunar  pot-grow 
operation  planned 


by  SPACE  HIPPY 

with  files  from  THE  WEED  MAN 

In  a  controversial  move,  two  U  of 
T  Botany  graduate  students  an- 
nounced plans  Monday  to  start  a 
hydroponic  marijuana  plantation 
on  the  moon. 

"It's  a  wicked  plan,  dude,"  en- 
thused Josh  Winters,  one  half  of 
the  research  duo.  His  partner  in 
research  Simon  Murphy  shares 
Winters'  sentiments. 

"It's  great,"  remarked  Murphy, 
"we  can  study  the  effects  of  low- 
gravity  on  our  favourite  plant." 

Scientists  have  long  expected 
most  plants  to  grow  to  a  much 
larger  size  in  low  gravity  envi- 
ronments, although  it's  unknown 
what  other  kinds  of  effects  such 
an  environment  might  poten- 
tially have. 

However,  Winters  is  confident 
that  the  experiment  will  pay  off: 
"Simon  and  I  have  this  bet  going. 
He  says  the  quantity  of  THC  in  the 
plant  will  remain  constant  while 
the  rest  of  the  plant  grows — thus 
resulting  in  lower  concentrations 
in  the  buds.  I  say  the  THC  levels 
will  increase  in  proportion." 

The  pair  have  come  under  fire, 
particularly  from  U  of  T's  admin- 
istration, their  graduate  supervi- 
sors, and  the  law  enforcement 
community. 

"Do  they  get  grant  money  for 
this  kind  of  research?"  asked 
Chief  of  Police  Julian  Fantino  in 
a  statement  Tuesday  evening. 
"This  is  ridiculous,  they're  just 
a  couple  of  goddamn  hippies  try- 


ing to  grow  some  space  weed." 

Murphy  and  Winters  dismiss 
Fantino's  statement,  and  other 
criticisms,  out  of  hand.  "Those 
geezers  don't  know  what  the  fuck 
they're  talking  about,"  comment- 
ed Murphy  without  exhaling. 
"For  one  thing,  dude,  the  moon 
is  out  of  his  jurisdiction.  In  fact, 
it's  out  of  everybody's  jurisdic- 
tion— it's  like  international  wa- 
ters, man.  [inhaling]  That's  why 
it's  so  perfect...  shit,  I  think  that's 
gone  out  man." 

Perhaps  more  challenging  for 
the  team  is  actually  construct- 
ing the  lunar  facilities  needed  to 
house  their  research. 

Winters  said  he  has  this  prob- 
lem taken  care  of.  "I've  got  this 
buddy,  he  knows  a  guy  who 
works  for  JPL  [jet  propulsion 
lab].  He's  working  on  an  entry 
for  the  X-Prize  [a  contest  to  de- 
velop a  privately  owned  reusable 
spacecraft].  We'll  just  modify  it 
into  a  launch  vehicle — you  know, 
outfit  it  with  some,  uh,  atmo- 
spheric modifications..." 

"Yeah — we  could  totally  hotbox 
a  space  capsule,  dude,"  added 
Murphy  between  tokes. 

When  asked  where  on  the 
moon  the  so-called  "Bud-base" 
would  be  located,  both  Murphy 
and  Winters  simultaneously 
responded,  "Christ,  dude — it 
would  go  on  the  dark  side  of  the 
moon,  man."  The  statement  was 
followed  by  several  minutes  of 
laughter,  which  remained  unbro- 
ken at  the  time  Varsity  staff  left 
the  premises. 
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Profs  secret  porn  stash  revealed 
during  power  point  presentation 


by  KILLING  ZOE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Last  Monday  organic  chemistry 
professor  Dr.  Lithoovenstein  had  his 
secret  porn  stash  discovered  when 
his  power  point  presentation  for  his 
lecture  on  carboxyl  amyl  acids  failed. 
Instead  of  a  slide  showing  electron 
orbital  hybridization,  students  in 
the  Earth  Sciences  auditorium  were 
presented  with  a  screen  showing  a 
woman  being  penetrated  simultane- 
ously by  three  different  men. 

"So  yeah,  like,  1  was  just  trying  to 
copy  down  the  notes  from  the  last 
screen  on  methanosilicate... some- 
thing or  other,  when  like,  this  shot  of 
Anabelle  Chong  comes  up,  and  we're 
all  like  'whoa,  dude!'"  said  third  year 
chemistry  major  Jeff  Canstellana.  "But 
like,  nobody  said  anything,  we  just  let 
him  keep  going  on  about  the  valence 
electrons  and  all  that  shit,  'cause  like, 
nobody  was  about  to  tell  him  and  let 
him  get  rid  of  it.  1  mean,  fuck,  it  was 
like  4:30  that  day,  and  nobody  was  up 
for  learning  more  chemistry." 

Dr.  Lithoovenstein  continued  his 
lecture,  unaware  that  his  presenta- 
tion had  gone  awry.  The  pornograph- 
ic video  of  Ms.  Chong's  "The  World's 
Greatest  Gang  Bang"  continued  to 
play  onscreen  for  a  further  two  and 
a  half  minutes,  report  students,  until 
second  year  student  Jane  Stanton 
quietly  approached  the  professor 
and  informed  him  of  the  mix  up. 
Dr.  Lithoovenstein,  after  seeing  the 
screen,  tried  to  fix  the  situation  with 
no  success. 

"So  at  this  point  we  fucking  lost 


it,"  said  third  year  student  Chad  Be- 
wicks. "I  mean,  there's  the  prof  you 
nailed  you  with  a  fucking  C  minus  on 
your  last  lab  report  for  not  indicating 
which  solvents  you  used,  and  there 
he  is  up  on  stage  frantically  trying 
to  hide  the  fact  that  he's  a  big  perv. 
Fucking  genius." 

After  being  unable  to  close  the 
program,  Dr.  Lithoovenstein  cut  the 
power  to  his  lap  top  computer.  He 
reportedly  left  the  auditorium  imme- 
diately afterwards  and  did  not  stay 
to  answer  students  questions  as  he 
normally  does. 

"Yeah,  that  was  totally  lame  of  him. 
1  was  all  ready  to  ask  him  if  what  we 
had  observed  was  an  endothermic  or 
exothermic  reaction,  and  which  of  the 
three  agents  was  the  primary  force 
generating  her  reaction,  but  buddy  to- 


tally bailed  on  us,"  said  Canstellana. 
"That  was  so  not  cool." 

Dr.  Lithoovenstein  was  unavailable 
for  comment. 


Ebola  scare  at  Med  Sci 


ty  DOW  JUAW  DUVAL 


The  the  Medical  Sciences  Building 
will  be  closed  today  and  tomorrow 
in  an  effort  to  contain  what  could  po- 
tentially be  an  outbreak  of  the  deadly 
Ebola  virus.  School  officials  were 
caught  off  guard  earlier  this  week  as 
small  traces  of  the  toxic  biological 
substance  were  identified  circulating 
in  the  Disease  Research  and  Manage- 
ment laboratories. 

U  of  T  professors  Robert  Boyle  and 
Ernest  Rutherford  were  notified  late 
Tuesday  night  that  one  of  detectors 
had  found  traces  of  the  virus.  Both 
professors,  in  an  effort  to  calm  fears, 
agree  that  U  of  T  is  well  equipped  to 
manage  and  contain  the  situation. 
According  to  Boyle,  "our  emergency 
response  procedures  are  some  of 
the  best  in  the  region  south  of  Bloor 
Street,  east  of  St.  George,  west  of 
University  and  north  of  College.  We 
consider  ourselves  leaders."  Ruther- 
ford agrees:  "Drastic  measures  are 
needed  and  unfortunately  it  was  our 
decision  seal  off  the  two  floors  and 
cancel  classes." 


Dr.  Bruce  Banner,  resident  special- 
ist in  Ebola  transfer,  says  that  not 
enough  is  being  done.  "Ebola  is  a 
deadly  virus  that  can  go  undetected 
for  weeks."  In  the  event  of  a  suspected 
case  of  Ebola,  the  university  has  strin- 
gent policies  to  prevent  any  spread. 
"Suspect  carriers  are  required  to 
undergo  an  extremely  painful  de-eb- 
olaization  process  involving  lengthy 
exposure  to  gamma  ray  radiation,  a 
high  speed  centrifugation,  and  sand- 
blasting." Added  Banner,  "it's  almost 
as  painful  as  having  the  virus  itself." 

U  of  T  officials  are  now  investigat- 
ing the  source  of  the  outbreak.  Stu- 
dents speculate  that  rumours  that  U 
of  T  houses  a  secret  biological  weap- 
ons research  centre  might  be  true. 
About  forty  years  ago,  during  the 
construction  of  the  Medical  Sciences 
complex,  a  series  of  tunnels  and 
research  laboratories  were  added  be- 
low the  foundation.  Although  former 
school  Principal  Dick  Gere  claimed 
the  complex  was  for  top-secret  black 
light  hamster  experiments,  students 
were  wary. 

A  press  conference  is  scheduled 
for  early  next  week.  According  to 
an  unnamed  source,  "any  students 
that  were  in  the  Medical  Sciences 
complex  between  November  17  and 
December  4  have  probably  got  a  50 
per  cent  chance  of  survival."  Similar 
sentiments  were  echoed  by  school 
official  Dorian  Gray.  "We're  really  not 
too  sure  what  to  do  next,  but  we  have 
a  series  of  meetings  planned  to  try 
and  develop  an  action  plan  by  the  end 
of  the  month  to  contain  the  problem. 
In  the  meantime,  we're  taking  pre- 
ventative measures  by  adding  hand 
sanitizer  stations  to  most  washrooms 
on  campus." 


Royal  Caribbean  Auditions 
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•Contemporary  musical  stage 
productions 

•  Excellent  salaries 
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EXCLUSIVE:  Archaeological  evidence  reveals  Atwood  shocker! 

Famed  writer  really  reptilian? 


byMcCHRISSON 

IIT-CLIT  BUREAU 


New  archaeological  evidence  con- 
firms what  some  researchers  have 
long  feared:  Margaret  Atwood  is,  in 
fact,  a  giant  pre-historic  reptile.  New 
excavations  in  Northern  Ontario, 
two  hours  northwest  of  Sudbury, 
have  uncovered  an  entire  trove  of 
shiny-jewelled  lizard  skins  and  bro- 
ken lizard  teeth,  buried  deep  in  igne- 
ous rock  of  the  Canadian  Shield. 

"You  know  how  lizards  and  snakes 
shed  their  skin,"  says  Billy  Bouillon, 
the  project's  head  researcher.  "Well, 
we  believe  that  the  creature  that  we 
now  call  Margaret  Atwood  has  been 
periodically  retiring  to  this  secret 
lair,  to  brood  and  moult."  Bouillon  re- 
cently quit  his  middle-management 
position  at  the  GM  plant  in  Oshawa 
to  focus  full-time  on  the  project. 
"You  know,  we've  been  trying  to  get 
the  Federal  Government  in  on  this 
for  years.  To  close  this  site  to  devel- 
opment at  least,  so  that  we  can  ex- 
cavate it  properly,"  Bouillon  said.  "1 
think  they're  afraid.  It's  not  entirely 
out  of  the  question  that  she's  holding 
the  threat  of  violence  over  them." 

Local  legends  coming  out  of  near- 
by towns  seem  to  support  Bouillon's 
theory.  One  legend  tells  of  a  small 
meteorite  crashing  down  to  Earth, 
with  Atwood  trapped  inside.  "Wher- 
ever she  came  from,  whatever  civili- 
zation trapped  her  in  that  rock  and 
set  her  adrift  in  space,  they  didn't 
want  her,"  said  Poppy  Poundcake, 
the  president  of  the  local  citizens'  as- 
sociation. "I  mean,  have  you  actually 
tried  to  read  Oryx  and  Crake?  She  has 
got  to  be  pure  evil." 

The  locals  have  dubbed  Atwood 
the  'Unholy  Monster  That  Time 
Forgot',  or  UMTTF,  and  none  of 
them  seem  to  take  very  kindly  to 
Bouillon's  project.  "We  can't  see  any 
good  coming  out  of  this,"  Poundcake 
said.  "Our  worst  fear  is  that  Atwood 
will  come  out  to  all  of  Canada  as 
this  lizard-monster,  and  that  Ca- 
nadians will  embrace  her  by  force 
of  habit.  1  mean,  we  could  end  up 
with  some  kind  of  Heritage  Museum 
here,  or  a  TV  movie.  1  can't  think  of 
anything  more  horrible.  Our  town 
might  become  a  mecca  for  her  fans. 
They'd  probably  start  making  those 
little  lizard  teeth  into  necklaces  or 
something.  1  don't  think  anyone  in 
this  town  wants  that — that  kind  of 
attention." 

Another  legend  suggests  that  the 
reason  that  the  Viking  explorer  Leif 


Margaret  Atwood,  hereinafter  referred  to 
as  the  Unholy  Monster  That  Time  Forgot 
(UMTTF) 

c.  50  million  years  B.C.-  A  meteorite 
containing  a  carnivorous  alien  iifeform 
crashes  to  Earth.  From  the  rank,  sulphu- 
rous crater  it  leaves  behind,  the  Unholy 
Monster  emerges,  complete  with  frizzy 
red  hair 

1000  A.D.  -  Norse  explorer  Leif  Eriksson 
lands  on  the  coast  of  Newfoundland.  For 
unexplained  recisons,  he  abandons  his 
settlements,  telling  those  back  home  only 
that  a  horrible  monster  has  'cursed'  that 
land,  making  it  uninhabitable  for  Christian 
men. 

1000-1939  A.D.  -  UMTTF  stalks  through 
the  prairies  and  tundras  of  Canada,  hi- 


Eriksson  failed  to  colonize  New- 
foundland was  because  of  Atwood's 
presence  on  the  continent.  "There 
is  every  indication  that  at  that  point 
of  prehistory,  she  had  the  ability  to 
breathe  fire.  It  would  make  a  lot  of 
sense  that  Eriksson  and  the  boys 
wouldn't  want  to  deal  with  that," 
says  Bouillon,  tracing  a  finger  along 
the  sooty  walls  of  the  underground 
abode.  It  is  hoped  that  by  examining 
the  bits  of  skin  and  tufts  of  frizzy  red 
hair,  and  subjecting  them  to  DNA 
analysis,  more  might  be  discovered 
about  the  natural  history  of  this 
beast.  "Our  chief  concern  is  that  she 
may  have  the  ability  to  reproduce. 
That  she  may  have  reproduced  al- 
ready. That  would  explain  a  lot  about 
Canadian  literature.  Ann-Marie  Mac- 
Donald,  for  instance." 

Bouillon  has  got  a  team  of  amateur 
gumshoes  keeping  a  constant  eye 
on  the  UMTTF  "We  suspect  that 
she  may  try  to  recover  her  things," 
says  Cassidy  Canape,  the  Chief  of 
UMTTF  Surveillance  and  a  cashier  at 
the  Loblaws  around  the  corner  from 
Atwood's  Toronto  home.  "When  she 
does,  we  want  to  be  ready.  Those 
lizard  skins  are  the  best  evidence  we 
have  against  this  monster."  The  skins 
are  being  shipped  to  Montana,  where 
they  will  be  examined  by  Randy  Rog- 
ers, an  expert  at  a  wax  museum. 
"We're  told  that  Mr.  Rogers  is  a  very 
talented  sculptor.  We're  hoping  that 
he  can  use  the  skins  as  casts,  to 
make  reproductions  of  how  Atwood 
might  have  looked  a  hundred,  two 
hundred,  a  thousand  years  ago.  1 
mean,  her  features  are  still  pretty 
grizzled  and  reptilian,  you  know.  But 
can  you  just  imagine  what  they  must 
have  looked  like  back  then?"  says 
Canape."With  these  wax  reproduc- 
tions, we  believe  that  we  can  break 
her  hold  on  the  reading  public.  1 
mean,  once  we  have  these  wax  fig- 
ures, and  we  can  slap  a  ratty  wig  on 
there,  it's  going  to  be  really  obvious 
to  everyone  what  she  is." 

Canape  and  Bouillon  have  hired 
Sandra  Salisbury  to  manage  the 
project's  public  relations.  Salisbury, 
who  creates  window  displays  for 
Holt  Renfrew  by  day,  admits  that  she 
has  her  work  cut  out  for  her.  "Atwood 
has  firmly  entrenched  herself  in  the 
Canadian  psyche,"  she  said  in  a  tele- 
phone interview.  "I'm  really  hoping 
that  her  powers  aren't  hypnotic  or 
telepathic — that  would  certainly 
make  our  work  more  difficult.  As  it 
is,  I  think  that  if  we  can  break  her 
hold  on  the  critics,  we  should  have 


a  much  easier  time  wrenching  the 
public  away  from  her."  The  critics, 
Salisbury  believes,  will  pose  her 
greatest  task.  "They  don't  actually 
read  the  books,"  she  says.  "Critics 
are  really  just  regular  people.  If  they 
actually  read  anything  by  Atwood, 
they'd  be  bored  to  tears." 

Salisbury  is  confident  that  she 
can  win  people  over.  The  flashiness 
of  the  wax  models  should  draw  the 
attention  she  needs.  "Her  prose  is 
so  ridiculously  florid — I  mean,  who 
thinks  like  that  anymore?  If  people 
would  just  read,  we  wouldn't  need 
these  wax  models  to  prove  she's 
a  dinosaur.  But  people  don't  read. 
Most  people  wouldn't  know  a  good 
book  if  it  crawled  up  their  ass  and 
had  children,"  said  Salisbury.  "We'll 
go  on  TV  if  we  have  to.  I'll  make  flow- 
charts— it'll  all  be  visual,  or  multime- 


dia, whatever.  I'm  putting  together  a 
team  do  direct  interventions — going 
to  her  public  readings,  heckling  her, 
wearing  lizard  masks  and  t-shirts 
with  lizard  scales  painted  on  them. 
We'll  do  whatever  it  takes." 

Despite  Salisbury's  confidence, 
the  critics  are  saying  something  else. 
"The  critics  know  that  her  writing  is 
total  sludge,  but  they'll  support  her 
no  matter  what,"  said  an  anonymous 
source  from  a  major  Canadian  news- 
paper. "They're  doing  something 
really  noble.  She's  threatened  to 
slime  the  entire  city  of  Toronto,  and 
then  another  major  metropolitan 
centre  every  24  hours  after  that.  No 
one  knows  if  she  can  actually  do  it, 
but  they  don't  want  to  take  a  chance 
with  so  many  lives.  They  see  it  as 
paying  tribute,  you  know,  like  sacri- 
ficial lambs  or  something.  The  Giller 


CANLIT  REIGN  OF  TERROR:  A  TIMELINE 


bernating  underground  and  feeding  on 
anything  that  challenges  her  dominance 
of  the  'scene'. 

November  18,  1939  -  UMTTF  is  "born" 
out  of  the  rock  of  the  prehistoric  Canadian 
Shield  after  her  den  o'  gold  is  disturbed. 
She  sheds  her  last  layer  of  skin,  revealing 
herself  in  the  form  of  a  grizzly-looking  37- 
year-old  human  female.  Immediately  dons 
a  black  sweater  to  hide  scaly  elbows. 

In  a  strange  coincidence,  the  gold-min- 
ing crew  led  by  Walter  Wensleydale  goes 
missing  the  same  day  while  on  an  expedi- 
tion in  the  Sudbury  area. 

1940  -  UMTTF  relocates  to  the  Ottawa- 
Hull  region  from  Sudbury  and  learns  Eng- 
lish from  reading  of  Hitler's  exploits  in  the 
paper.  (She  will  go  on  to  nest  in  thirteen 


cities  around  the  globe,  presumably  to 
enlarge  her  sphere  of  influence  by  mat- 
ing and  making  egg  deposits  in  literary 
locales.) 

1950s  -  Observing  the  world  of  Cana- 
dian culture  to  be  both  stodgy  and  vacant, 
she  decides  it  will  be  easy  prey,  a  step- 
ping-stone towards  world  domination. 
Registers  as  an  undergraduate  at  Canada's 
most  prestigious  university. 

1961  -  Graduates  with  B.A.  from  Victo- 
ria College.  Gives  Can-culture  arch-rival 
Northrop  Frye  cut-eye  as  soon  as  the  op- 
portunity arises. 

1960s  -  Seeing  that  the  times  are  a- 
changlng,  UMTTF  strategically  devises 
her  noxious  literary  style:  edgy,  anti-es- 
tablishment feminism  enclosing  secret 


nugget  of  conservatism. 

Publishes  some  bad  poetry. 

1972-73  -  Somehow  becomes  Writer- 
In-Resldence  at  U  of  T;  she  seduces  two  of 
her  students,  steals  their  work  and  writes 
Surfacing;  eats  their  brains. 

Also  publishes  Survival,  a  book  about 
what  Canadian  literature  is  (our  core  sym- 
bol Is,  surprise!  survival).  The  problems  of 
making  one's  way  in  the  harsh  Canadian 
wilderness  through  multiple  ice  ages  are 
expressed  explicitly  In  this  theory.  Bores 
literature  students  in  Canada  for  decades. 

1970S-2000  -  Teaches  writing  work- 
shops (a  strange  practice  In  itself,  though 
she  didn't  Invent  It).  Her  work  gets  more 
and  more  unreadable;  weirdly  her  awards 
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Prizes  and  the  Governor  General's 
Awards,  those  are  just  appeasement. 
I  think  most  Canadians  have  just  got- 
ten used  to  it." 

Bouillon  and  his  crew  remain 
undeterred.  "Appeasement  or  not, 
we  believe  that  things  can  be  better. 
We're  working  night  and  day  on  this," 
Bouillon  says.  "And  we  won't  rest  un- 
til the  world  knows  the  truth." 

The  Unholy  Monster  That  Time 
Forgot  reads  from  her  new  children's 
booli  Rude  Ramsey  and  the  Roaring 
Radishes,  her  collection  of  essays  Ne- 
gotiating With  the  Dead:  a  Writer  on 
Writing,  and  her  new  work  of  science 
fiction  Oryx  and  Crake  as  part  of  the  U 
of  T  Bookstore  Series,  on  Wednesday. 
December  Iff"  at  7:30pm  at  Walter  Hall. 
Tickets  cost  $6.50  and  are  auailable  by 
calling  416-978-7908  or  416-978-7989. 


and  appointments  increase  in  Inverse  pro- 
portion to  this. 

2000  -  Wins  the  Booker  for  The  Blind 
Assassin.  As  of  the  writing  of  this  piece,  no 
one  has  yet  finished  the  book  or  been  able 
to  say  what  It's  about. 

2003  -  After  the  shock  of  losing  the  Giller 
Prize  to  M.G.  VassanjI,  UMTTF  has  report- 
edly retreated  into  a  backwoods  lair  near 
North  Bay  to  lick  her  wounds  and  review 
her  500-year-plan.  World  domination  has 
been  harder  than  she  thought,  since  it 
turns  out  that  no  one  cares  about  CanLIt 
beyond  a  certain  circle.  What  does  the 
future  hold  for  her?  We  can  only  hope  she 
longs  for  death. 

-MAKBASAR 


rnieff@tlwfv$ityxa 


Bono  appoints  self  International 
Liaison  to  Everything 


byBfllCKEtNDREW 


In  a  shocking  move  late  yesterday 
afternoon,  Bono  appointed  himself 
International  Liaison  to  Everything. 
The  singer  spoke  long-windedly  to 
a  full  conference  room  at  his  pala- 
tial estate  in  Ireland,  addressing 
and  easing  concerns  that  he  may 
not  be  able  to  fulfill  his  primary  du- 
ties as  frontman  of  the  world's  big- 
gest rock  band,  U2.  He  stated,  "No 
worries;  1  will  continue  to  produce 
the  same  music  1  always  did,  at  the 
same  calibre,"  adding,  much  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  music  critics  on 
hand,  "If  you  will  all  forget  that 
whole  'Discotheque'  thing." 
The  singer,  known  for  his  hap- 


hazard and  almost  lyrical  critiques 
of  global  politics,  cited  Martin 
Luther  King  in  his  initial  address, 
stating  "I  also  have  a  dream... that 
it's  a  beautiful  day-ay-ay,"  much  to 
the  chagrin  of  onlookers. 

Bono  was  quick  to  dispel  criti- 
cism, and  delved  into  his  immedi- 
ate plan  of  action.  "I  will  start  my 
whirlwind  campaign  by  visiting 
George  W.  Bush  in  early  January. 
We  will  discuss  reality  television 
and  contemporary  sports  before  1 
state  and  solve  the  world's  issues." 

He  later  added,  "1  also  hope  to 
speak  with  (lead  singer  of  Cold- 
play)  Chris  Martin."  Noting  the 
singer's  lack  of  a  "broad  [and] 
disorganized  political  agenda",  he 


said,  "1  hope  that  Mr.  Martin  will 
continue  to  work  towards  that 
which  he  so  adamantly  advertises 
in  all  public  appearances,  for  I,  too, 
am  concerned  with  making  trade 
fair.  But  I  also  hope  that  Mr.  Martin 
will  tap  the  almost  innumerable 
resources  of  publicity  and  pres- 
tige reserved  for  the  wealthy  and 
mass-popular;  no  issue  is  too  large 
for  us  to  tackle  if  we  do  it  half- 
heartedly." 

When  asked  when  a  meeting 
might  take  place  between  the  two 
rock  stars.  Bono  cryptically  re- 
plied, to  less  than  amused  journal- 
ists, "Maybe  Sunday — no,  scratch 
that — make  it  'Sunday,  Bloody 
Sunday.'" 


Bands  to  Watch  2014 

The  other  rags  tell  you  who  to  look  out 
for  next  year — weve  got  our  finger  on 
the  pulse  of  the  distant  future 


byBRICKEAN  DREW 


With  hardly  a  month  to  go  before 
the  annual  inundation  of  Bands 
to  Watch  lists  hit  every  last  rag 
worth  its  salt  ,  we  at  the  Varsity 
would  like  to  inform  our  likemind- 
ed  readers  of  our  dual  duty  to 
stay  on  top  and  move  ahead  of 
the  demotic  press.  In  what  is  be- 
coming our  annual  tradition,  we 
are  magically  sent  a  decade  into 
the  future  to  decipher  for  one  and 
all,  which  bands  to  watch  in  2014. 

Lords  of  the  Strings:  The  metal 
community,  having  suffered 
setback  after  setback,  is  at  its 
wits'  end.  In  one  last  gesture  to 
reinstate  metal  as  the  predomi- 
nant soundtrack  to  the  lives  of 
Dungeons&Dragons  nerds  every- 
where. In  Flames,  Cradle  of  Filth 
and  Meshuggah  come  together  to 
create  the  ultimate  metal-epic- 
power-death-grind-ballad  band. 
Their  first  CD  {The  Quest  for  the 
Strings')  is  a  twelve-disc,  four- 
teen-hour  long  song,  composed 
to  adhere  strictly  to  the  definitive 
Lord  of  the  Rings  DVD  released  in 
2013.  Nerds  rise  to  the  challenge 
everywhere,  and  claim  the  re- 
invention of  Tolkien's  trilogy  is 
finally  complete. 

The   Michael   Caine  Project: 

Michael  Caine,  having  released  to 
this  date  over  14000  movies,  be- 
comes the  metaphor  of  prolifera- 
tion to  The  Michael  Caine  Project. 
The  Project,  emulating  the  star's 
initial  gesture,  releases  over  13 
albums  each  year,  for  the  next 
three  decades.  Music  critics,  in- 
undated with  the  vast  number  of 
their  albums  to  review,  laud  them 


with  praise  akin  to  that  of  their 
mentor's:  "Not  their  strongest 
work!"  and  "1  haven't  had  an  op- 
portunity to  listen  to  it  yet!" 

The  Velvet  Underground:  No, 

not  the  original,  but  a  group  of 
NY  hipsters  who  note  the  use  of 
the  term  'velvet  underground'  in 
The  Strokes'  2010  release  {That, 
Ostensibly,  Wasn't  It),  citing  the 
band's  predecessor.  The  hipsters, 
not  realizing  the  reference,  and 
having  never  heard  of  the  Velvet 
Underground,  form  their  own 
band  by  the  same  name,  emulat- 
ing the  style  of  their  predecessor, 
the  Strokes.  Critical  praise  is  not 
strong;  Rolling  Stone  mag  runs 
cover  article,  "Velvet  Under- 
ground is  Poor  Man's  Strokes". 

The  Electro  Frankfurts:  The 

electroclash  scene,  having  offi- 
cially folded  in  2005,  is  rediscov- 
ered by  four  critical  theory  grad 
students  working  on  a  conjoined 
Adorno  dissertation.  Noting  his 
interest  is  musicology,  the  stu- 
dents form  The  Electro  Frank- 
furts, a  band  devoted  first  to 
critical  theory,  and  second  to  the 
revival  of  electroclash.  Sample 
lyric  from  their  first  song,  'AI- 
thusser-Electro- Interpellation': 
"1980  was  a  bad  year  for  Louis/ 
Marx  was  down  and  electro 
wasn't  his  scene/  He  hailed  his 
wife,  but  she  wouldn't  respond/ 
So  he  strangled  his  wife  and 
thought  Lacan  would  be  proud." 

Les  Pieds:  The  indie  scene,  at 
this  point,  proclaims  itself  'the 
most  wildly  inventive'  in  all  of 
rock  music.  Les  Pieds,  a  newly 
formed  band,  play  its  first  show 
to  overwhelming  praise.  Taking 
the  lo-fi  aesthetic  to  new  levels, 
the  band  places  microphones 
throughout  the  bar,  capturing 
the  sounds  of  people  coughing, 
beers  being  opened  and  ciga- 
rettes being  stamped  out.  The 
band  stands  on  stage  listening 
closely  for  auditory  cues,  which 
they  rhythmically  sway  to,  while 
strumming  the  vacant  air  of  five 
stringless  guitars. 


Saffron  ^vm 

Fine  Indian  Cuisine 


•Dinner  a  la  carte  •LLBO  •Patio 


All  the  BUFFET  10%  OFF 
for  U  of  T  STUDENTS 

SHOW  YOUR  STUDENT  CARD 

416-850-3179 

Monday  -  Sunday 
11:00  a.m. -10:30  p.m. 
91  Gerrard  Street  West 

Across  from  Hospital  for  Sick  Children 


2004 

Feb  26  to  Feb  28 

Thurs  lo  Sat  @  7:30pm 


Showcasing  an  eclectic  array^  of 
the  very  best  films  by 
alumni  &  students 


Have  you  got  a  film? 

Hart  House  Theatre  is  seeking  submissions  of 
short  films  or  videos  from  students, 
faculty,  and  staff. 

*AII  formats  &  lengths  considered,  but  we  will  be 
selecting  mainly  shorts.  The  shorter,  the  better. 
*Previews  on  VHS  please. 

Tapes  must  be  clearly  marked  with  Title,  Director, 

Running  Time,  &  Contact  Information. 

"Indicate  your  preferred  exhibition  format. 

"Special  request  for  Super  8  films  for  Super  8  Saturday. 

Deadline  for  applications: 
Fri,  Jan  30 
Deadline  for  materials: 
Fri,  Feb  13,  5pm 
For  more  information,  call 
Paul  Templin  at  416.978.8674 
or  visit 
www.harthousetheatre.ca 


review^thevarsity.ca 


Friend's  magazine 
expected  to  fail 

by  MARSHALL STAXXX  

Fourth-year  political  science  student 
Paul  Stevens'  idea  for  a  "crazy  new 
magazine  for  people  like  us,"  will 
surely  fail,  say  friends. 

The  magazine,  currently  called  Rad, 
but  also  known  in  the  past  as  Dude  and 
Sweet,  is  a  blatant  rip-off  of  the  hipster 
magazine  Vice,  but  Stevens  maintains  it 
will  "fuckin'  fly  off  the  shelves.  People 
need  a  kick  in  the  ass." 

Classmate  Randi  Taylor,  whom  Ste- 
vens told  would  be  the  fashion  editor, 
remains  skeptical.  "Paul's  a  nice  guy, 
but  he  doesn't  know  anything  about 
running  a  magcizine.  Plus,  his  story 
ideas  are  terrible.  He  wants  me  to  do 
a  big  piece  on  trucker  hats.  I  mean. 
Urban  Outfitters  sell  trucker  hats,  how 
is  that  edgy?" 

Stevens'  other  editorial  ideas  in- 
clude a  piece  on  mullets,  an  article  on 
The  Strokes,  and  a  28-page  opinion 
essay  about  U.S.  foreign  policy.  "You 
know  who  the  real  terrorist  is,  right? 
George  Bush!"  exclaimed  Stevens  at  a 
bar,  baffling  his  friends  with  ideas  he 
obviously  thought  were  new. 

Friends  say  Stevens  is  often  sev- 
eral months  behind  when  it  comes  to 
trends,  having  just  recently  discov- 
ered conscious  hip-hop  and  wacky 
Japanese  game  shows. 

Stevens,  who  works  as  a  cashier  at 
HMV,  has  often  made  clumsy  attempts 
at  fame  in  the  past  as  well.  Several 
years  ago  he  started  filming  a  TV  show 
where  he  would  interview  random 
people  on  the  streets,  asking  them 
odd  questions  and  generally  making 
an  ass  of  himself.  There  were  also 
plans  for  a  cartoon  in  which  crudely 
drawn  school  children  used  vulgar 
language. 


Flambe  fried 

Danish  Dogme  dude  dead 


by  SILLY  NESS 

FILM  AND  FOODS  BUREAU 


KASTELLET,  Denmark— Ac- 

claimed auteur  Vichyssoise 
Flambe  was  found  dead  last  night 
in  his  Copenhagen  shack  at  the 
age  of  93.  Flambe,  was  known 
as  the  leading  proponent  of  the 
Dogme  96  ("95  is  so  passe,"  he 
once  told  Time  magazine)  style  of 
filmmaking,  which  took  the  tenets 
of  Dogme  95 — using  only  hand- 
held cameras,  shooting  done  on 
location  with  natural  lighting, 
props  and  sets  not  allowed  to 
be  brought  in — to  their  logical 
conclusion,  where  no  action, 
sound,  or  moving  images  would 
be  filmed  whatsoever.  Perhaps 
best  known  for  his  Blank  Wall 
Flambe  was  revered  by  fans  of 
post-post-modernist  cinema  all 
over  the  world,  particularly  in  Be- 
lize, where  he  shot  part  of  Sand 
Lying  All  Over  the  Ground  with 
South  American  cinematographer 
Huevos  Rancheros. 

While  hugely  popular  with  his 
63  fans,  Flambe  was  left  penniless 
at  the  time  of  his  death  due  to 
questionable  investments.  "That 
damn  Martha,"  Flambe  declared 
in  a  BBC  interview  last  year.  "I 
shoulda  known  better  than  to 
trust  her.  It  wasn't  a  good  thing." 

His  great-great-great  grandson 
Borscht  found  him  burned  to 
death  in  his  wooden  hut  in  the  Co- 
penhagen suburb  of  Kastellet — it 


turns  out  that  Flambe  had  been 
trying  to  light  candles,  not  in  an 
effort  to  stay  warm  (as  the  small 
room  had  no  heat),  but  rather  to 
create  light  to  film  by. 

"This  is  a  great  embarrassment 
to  the  family,"  Borscht  Flambe 
sobbed  to  reporters  yesterday. 
"The  rules  of  Dogme  96  are  very 
clear — no  light  whatsoever  can 
be  used  in  filming  unless  it  is 
natural  daylight!  We  knew  he  was 
very  depressed  by  his  current 
situation,  but  really,  there  is  no 
excuse  for  this." 

Reaction  from  critics  was 
swift — "Flambe  in  Murky  Soup" 
screamed  the  lead  headline  in 
this  morning's  Ekstrabladet  news- 
paper. "Director  sent  to  fiery 
hell  for  fooling  the  public."  Critic 
Frederik  Bernstorffsgade,  a  long- 
time admirer  of  Flambe's  work, 
shrugged  off  the  scandal,  saying, 
"So  what?  Maybe  he  was  moving 
on  to  Dogme  97.  I  wouldn't  put  it 
past  him.  Remember  Salt  Shaker 
Fallen  Overl  You  can  see  flickers 
of  light  in  the  background  that 
were  clearly  not  sunshine." 

Flambe  began  his  career  in 
1953,  at  the  height  of  Danish  cin- 
ema. The  advent  of  television  saw 
less  people  going  to  the  movies 
in  the  1960s,  so  the  government 
commissioned  a  report  to  revi- 
talize the  film  industry.  Flambe 
was  the  lead  author  of  the  highly 
controversial  report,  which  sug- 
gested that  television  made  peo- 


Vichyssoise  and  Borscht 

pie  stupid.  Flambe  often  credited 
the  report  for  taking  his  career  in 
a  more  experimental  direction.  "1 
thought,  if  people  are  going  to  sit 
in  a  room  and  stare  at  a  box,  then 
my  movies  are  going  to  be  a  big 
hit!"  he  said  at  the  time. 

In  the  '70s  and  '80s.  he  honed 
his  skills  as  a  cinematographer 
for  silent  film  director  Boden 
Nielsen  before  shocking  the  film 
world  by  pioneering  the  Dogme 
96  style  in  1996.  "95  is  for  wimps," 
he  told  Time.  "Von  Tier  and  those 
guys?   Rank  amateurs."  Dogme 


96  captured  the  imagination  of 
filmgoers  at  the  Cannes  film  fes- 
tival that  year,  but  was  quickly 
forgotten  when  a  French  starlet 
walked  the  red  carpet  in  a  dress 
cut  down  to  there.  Flambe  had 
to  be  hospitalized  when  Dogme 
95  creator  Lars  Von  Tier  won  the 
festival's  Grand  Prize  for  his  film 
Breaking  the  Waves. 

Flambe  leaves  behind  his  great- 
great-great  grandson,  six  great- 
great-great-great  grandchildren, 
his  three  cats,  and  1234  cans  of 
undeveloped  celluloid  film. 
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Embezzling  dean  caught  in  locker  raid 


Overweening 
pride,  bingo 
and  Pro-line 
addiction 
to  blame 
forKidd's 
downfall 


bvMATSTHOMDIN 


After  a  year-long  investigation, 
the  U  of  T  police  have  finally  made 
a  breakthrough  in  their  quest  to 
locate  Varsity  Athletics'  missing 
funds.  Sergeant  Al  Hasting  of  Pla- 
toon "A"  announced  at  an  early 
morning  press  conference  that  U 
of  T  dean  of  athletics,  Bruce  Kidd, 
had  been  charged  with  theft  and 
fraud  over  $10  million. 

As  to  the  nature  of  the  evidence 
gathered  against  the  respected 
educator  there  was  much  specu- 
lation. Police  revealed  that  their 
investigation  began  when  a  group 
of  zealous  Varsity  sports  writers 
discovered  stacks  of  hundred  dol- 
lar bills  in  Mr.  Kidd's  gym  locker  at 
the  Athletic  Centre.  The  campus 
police  have  now  been  left  the  ardu- 
ous task  of  answering  the  tough 
questions. 

According  to  Sgt.  Hastings  "the 
first  thing  we  wanted  to  know  was 
why  a  bunch  of  geeks  were  check- 
ing out  gym  lockers  in  the  AC."  In 
response  to  this  statement,  Varsity 


sports  editor  Rebecca  Addelman 
defended  her  staff  calling  the  dis- 
covery "a  combination  of  ardent 
journalism  and  one  unnamed 
person's  fetish  for  the  smell  of  gym 
shorts." 

Since  the  accusation  was  made 
public,  many  have  been  calling  for 
the  dean's  dismissal.  Philosophy 
major  and  annoying  activist,  Janey 
Osum,  called  for  Kidd's  immediate 
firing.  She  also  stated  that  Kidd's 
actions  are  a  "clear  demonstration 
of  how  power  corrupts  the  fragile 
human  soul." 

In  a  statement  released  early  this 
morning,  U  of  T  president  Robert  J. 
Birgeneau  defended  the  dean  of 
Physical  Education  and  made  it 
clear  that  the  university  would 
take  no  action  against  him  "until 
he  had  his  day  in  court."  However, 
Birgeneau  also  ordered  that  all 
Faculty  gym  lockers  be  searched 
immediately. 

In  the  interim,  Birgeneau  is  urg- 
ing faculty,  staff  and  students  to 
avoid  making  judgments  before  all 
the  facts  are  made  clear. 

So  how  did  the  dean  get  caught 
up  in  this  ring  of  theft  and  deceit? 
One  of  Kidd's  closest  advisers  ac- 
knowledged that  things  had  been 
strange  "ever  since  Varsity  ath- 
letic teams  started  whining  about 
funding."  Another  member  of  the 
faculty  of  physical  education  re- 
iterated these  sentiments  saying 
"the  stress  of  all  of  the  players 
and  coaches  bitching  and  moan- 
ing about  their  damn  teams  and 
their  fees,  it  must  have  got  to  him." 
But  where  did  the  dean  spend  the 
money? 

One  of  Kidd's  former  students, 
and  a  former  Varsity  athlete,  Billy 
Wicked,  speculated  that  Kidd  had 
developed  a  plan  to  build  a  new 


This  guy!:  Dean  Kidd,  seen  here  with  Ed  McMahon  at  a  Publishers  Clearing  House  fundraiser  in  July, 
was  busted  last  week  with  over  $10  million  in  embezzled  athletics  funds  in  his  locker.  The  stolen 
money  has  been  used  to  give  the  dean  a  hot  new  "iced  out"  image,  as  well  as  fueling  his  bingo  and 
Pro-line  addiction. 


university  and  was  probably  "try- 
ing to  steal  up  the  capital  to  do  it." 
Wicked  affirmed  that  dean  Kidd 
had  long  dreamed  of  creating  a 
"super  sports  university  where 
football  could  finally  take  prece- 
dence over  science."  Among  other 
plausible  alternatives,  it  was  also 
suggested  that  the  dean  had  de- 


veloped an  addiction  to  Pro-line 
tickets  and  bingo. 

Dean  Kidd  is  to  appear  in  court 
this  Monday  afternoon  to  formally 
give  a  plea.  Although  the  dean 
did  not  answer  any  of  the  calls 
we  made  to  him,  he  did  ask  us  to 
"bugger  off,"  via  his  answering 
machine. 


In  addition  to  the  cash  found  in 
the  AC  locker,  police  also  recovered 
a  number  of  statements  issued  from 
Swiss  bank  accounts.  Police  were 
unable  to  disclose  the  exact  amount 
of  money  in  the  accounts,  but  one 
officer  commented  that  "there's 
more  than  enough  in  there  to  buy  a 
boatload  of  Pro-line  tickets." 


Stars  of  unpopular  sports 
undaunted  by  Varsity  "curse'' 


U  of  T  footballer  to 
play  pro  in  Orient 

Plans  to  bring  back  spices  and  silks 


byMIKEDEWITT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  recent  spat  of  bad  luck  has 
some  sports  pundits  worried 
about  a  Varsity  curse,  similar  to 
the  ones  associated  with  Sports 
Illustrated  and  video  game  mak- 
er EA  Sports. 

NBA  star  Steve  Nash  of  the 
Dallas  Mavericks  was  injured 
shortly  after  his  appearance 
in  the  Varsity,  and  last  week's 
piece  on  Toronto  Raptor  Je- 
rome Williams'  trainer  ended 
with  the  popular  player  being 
shipped  off  to  the  lowly  Chi- 
cago Bulls. 

Members  of  the  local  sports 
community  call  the  "curse" 
rubbish,  however,  and  plan  to 
continue  their  own  traditions  of 
excellence. 

"I  was  featured  in  the  sports 
section  two  months  ago,  and 
I'm  having  my  best  season 
ever,"  said  Varsity  Blues  trap- 
shooter  Kevin  Mercer.  "Last 
week  alone  I  placed  second  in 
pistols  and  third  in  rifle  med- 
ley," he  noted. 


Holy  shit!  It's  John  fucking 
Mackey! 

Mercer,  who  has  been  locked 
in  a  fierce  rivalry  all  year  with 
arch-nemesis  Jerome  Weller  of 
Queen's  University,  was  very 
proud  of  the  exposure  he  got  in 
the  Varsity,  and  claimed  it  has 
given  him  the  extra  motivation 
to  reach  the  prestigious  "Firing 
Four"  tournament,  which  takes 
place  in  May.  Mercer  will  be 
competing  again  this  weekend 
at  the  Mississauga  Airport 
Open  as  part  of  the  "Road  to 


Moose  Jaw." 

Another  Varsity  feature  ath- 
lete who  isn't  fazed  by  the 
"curse"  is  fencer  Wei  Lee  Tran, 
who  is  off  to  her  best  season 
in  years.  "I  broke  my  best  epee 
[the  sword  used  in  fencing]  the 
other  day,  but  I  wouldn't  blame 
it  on  a  curse,  I  was  just  unfo- 
cused," she  noted. 

"If  anything,  I've  had  good 
luck  this  year,"  added  Tran. 
"I'm  so  psyched  about  actually 
working  with  [recently  hired 
coach  and  fencing  legend]  John 
Mackey.  1  mean,  John  Mackeyl 
Come  on!" 

Tran  is  currently  second  in 
the  OUA  women's  rankings  with 
an  18-3  record,  and  asked  that 
readers  be  alerted  that  her 
tournament  tonight  has  been 
moved  to  the  Little  Princess 
Ballet  School,  after  the  fencers 
were  bumped  out  of  the  Ath- 
letics Centre  by  a  men's  table 
tennis  practice.  "You  guys  are 
coming  tonight,  right?"  asked 
Tran.  The  Varsity  was  unable 
to  respond  to  the  question,  and 
quickly  changed  the  subject. 


by  MARK  NO-VOWELS 

VARSITY  STAFF 


BANGALORE  -  After  years  of  hard 
work,  a  dream  has  come  true  for 
former  Varsity  Blues  running  back 
Templar  Iga.  Iga  was  selected 
fourth  in  the  NFL  India  Draft  by  the 
Calcutta  Flying  Carpets. 

There  was  much  anticipation 
leading  up  to  the  draft,  but  after 
having  phenomenal  workouts  at 
the  league's  scouting  combine,  Iga 
quickly  rose  to  the  top  of  every  NFL 
India  team's  draft  depth  board.  He 
was  clearly  the  best  running  back 
available  in  this  year's  draft. 

Upon  the  announcement  of  his 
selection,  Iga  broke  out  in  tears. 
"All  my  life  it's  been  my  dream  to 
play  for  a  world-class  club.  1  plan 
to  start  brushing  up  on  my  snake- 
charming  immediately."  There  was 
a  chorus  of  cheers,  as  students, 
faculty,  and  the  U  of  T  football  team 
made  the  trip  to  Bangalore  for  the 
draft. 

Mel  Kiper  Jr.,  a  renowned  NFL 
India  analyst,  says  "Templar  Iga 


Blues  running  back:  headed  for 
a  magic  carpet  ride. 


was  supposed  to  be  the  sleeper  of 
the  draft,  but  because  of  his  talent 
and  workouts  he  went  number  four, 
and  the  Flying  Carpets  are  going  to 
have  their  starting  running  back  for 
the  next  10  years." 

Commenting  on  the  role  Iga  will 
play  in  reviving  the  team's  flagging 
fortunes,  Calcutta  officials  were 
still  unclear.  "Templar's  skills  as  a 
running  back  would  be  an  asset  to 
any  football  team,"  said  head  coach 
Ganjaji  Banchot,  "unfortunately, 
we're  a  cricket  club.  Now  that  1 
think  about  it,  I  don't  even  know 
what  the  fuck  NFL  stands  for." 


sparts@tlievarsjty.ca 


Sports 


Thursday,  December  4, 2003  15 


Beckman's  eligibility  questioned,  Blues  face  disqualification 

Sarong  sales  skyrocket  as  soccer  scandal  swirls 


by  REfreakA  ADDELfreak 


In  an  unexpected  turn  of  events, 
the  varsity  men's  soccer  team  is 
facing  disqualification  after  its 
star  player  was  accused  of  ineligi- 
bility. David  Beckman,  the  Blues' 
star  centre,  is  under  investigation 
for  violating  Canadian  interuni- 
versity  eligibility  rules.  Beckman 
is  accused  of  playing  for  both  a 
professional  team  and  the  Var- 
sity Blues  in  the  same  season — an 
infraction  that  would  force  the 
Blues  to  forfeit  all  of  their  posted 
wins. 

"So  far,  there's  nothing  to  prove 
that  David  was  ineligible.  We  think 
these  accusations  are  a  steaming 
pile  of  horseshit,"  said  Blues  head 
coach  John  Vidovich.  "David  is  a 
mature  student  at  U  of  T,  who  hap- 
pens to  have  a  knack  for  soccer 
and  a  killer  fashion  sense.  Other 
teams  want  to  bring  us  down, 
and  he's  become  an  easy  target." 
This  season,  the  Blues  went  unde- 
feated, and  Beckman  averaged  6.5 
goals  per  game. 

It  was  York  University  player 
Carl  Carlyle  who  first  raised  the 
eligibility  issue.  "1  became  suspi- 
cious after  sarong  sales  on  both 
campuses  shot  through  the  roof," 
says  the  diminutive  player.  "I  have 
a  small  frame  and  can't  pull  off 
the  skirt  look,  so  when  everyone 
started  wearing  sarongs,  I  had  to 
question  why?" 


Turns  out  that  fashion-forward 
Beckman  is  responsible.  The 
skilled  centre,  also  a  rugged  indi- 
vidualist, popularized  the  ambi- 
sexual look  on  U  of  T's  campus 
this  season.  His  ability  to  match 
FCUK  separates,  with  Diesel  ac- 
cessories and  the  "indigenous" 

The  Brock  Badgers 
have  recently  unveiled 
their  new,  Beckman- 
inspired  2004  soccer 
unifomis..."Brock  is 
known  for  its  bad-taste 
and  gang  bangers.  I 
was  hired  to  corrigez 
this  petite  probleme 
{sic}.  Following  in 
Beckman's  footsteps 
was  the  only  logical 
solution.  He's  so 
fucking  hot  right  now." 


sarong  look,  made  him  the  icon 
and  envy  of  male  and  female 
students. 

"He's  so  totally  cool,"  says 
Shirley  Benson,  a  first  year  An- 
thropology student,  "I'd  definitely 
do  him."  Ms.  Benson  also  noted 
that  she  has  invested  in  over  a 
dozen  sarongs  since  September, 
and  is  a  self-confessed  "Beckman 
groupie." 


The  hearththrob  also  has 
the  soccer  world  in  a  tizzy.  The 
Brock  Badgers  have  recently 
unveiled  their  new,,  Beckman-in- 
spired  2004  soccer  uniforms.  "We 
wanted  to  soften  up  the  Badgers' 
image,"  said  Brock  PR  spokesper- 
son Donyell  Peugeot.  "Brock  is 
known  for  its  bad-taste  and  gang 
bangers.  I  was  hired  to  corrigez 
this  petite  probleme  [sic].  Follow- 
ing in  Beckman's  footsteps  was 
the  only  logical  solution.  He's  so 
fucking  hot  right  now." 

The  Badgers  will  now  be  play- 
ing bare-chested,  clad  only  in 
Peugeot's  own  "mini-sarong"  de- 
sign. "By  shortening  the  sarong, 
it  will  increase  mobility.  The  boys 
will  look  sexy  but  athletic,"  says 
Peugeot.  Emblazoned  across  the 
back  of  the  sarongs,  will  be  the 
players'  numbers. 

Brock  striker  Chazz  Holdem  is 
optimistic  about  the  new-look 
Badgers.  "Maybe  these  skirts  will 
help  me  get  laid,"  he  said.  Holdem 
then  proceeded  to  smash  a  beer 
bottle  over  his  own  head. 

The  thirty-year  old  Beckman 
was  unavailable  for  comment.  He 
is  away  on  business  in  Madrid. 
This  is  purportedly  Beckman's 
39th  visit  to  Madrid  this  season. 

A  hearing  to  assess  Beckman's 
eligibility  status  is  scheduled  for 
some  time  in  the  New  Year.  Until 
then,  Beckman-mania  continues 
to  reign  on  and  off  the  field.  On 
a  side  note,  David  Beckman  is 


NICE  TIGER:  David  Beckman,  the  very  hot,  very  sexy  Varsity  Blues 
soccer  star,  has  been  accused  of  violating  Canadian  interuniversity 
eligibility  rules.  The  undefeated  men's  soccer  team  faces 
disqualification  and  suspension  as  a  result.  Beckman,  idolized  for 
his  outrageous  oufits,  may  also  play  professional  soccer  under  the 
name  David  Beckham.  Who  knew? 


apparently  the  very  same  David 
J.  Beckman,  former  child  actor 
and  star.  He  has  appeared  in 
the  homosexual-psycho-drama 


Daddy,  Let  Me  Out,  holiday  classic 
Santa  Comes  a  Knockin',  and  the 
irreverent  Brit  comedy  Bangers 
and  Mash. 


Classifieds 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


■  Complete  SO-Hoor  Seminars 

■  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

■  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

■  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

■  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

■  Free  Repeat  Policy 

■  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240 
1-800-269-6719 


www.oxforiiseininars.coni 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


ESL  Teacher  Training  Courses 

■  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

■  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

■  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

■  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

■  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

■  ]ob  Guarantee  Included 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240  /  1-800-269-6719 


www.oxfordseniinars.coni 


CAMPUS  TELEMARKETERS 

416-459-0808 -GOOD  PAY;  6  p.m.  to  10:30 
p.m.  5  to  7  evenings  -  Day  also.  $100  +  per 
deal  -  min.  3  deals  p.w. 


SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED 

Looking  for  men  between  the  ages  of 
18-38  to  participate  in  a  sperm  donor 
program  that  pays  up  to  $190  weekly. 
Call  XYTEX  at  416-924-3021. 


CHRISTMAS  GIFT  WRAPPERS 

Creative  individuals,  locations-Down- 
town Toronto,  North  York,  Richmond 
Hill,  Thornhill,  Mississauga.  Managers 
to  $9.75/hour  +  bonuses.  Wrappers  to 
$7.75/hour.  Full/Part  time,  December 
1-24. 416-533-9727. 


CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS  NEEDED 

To  present  fun  hands-on  activities  in 
schools  and  at  b-day  parties.  Car  and  exp. 
with  kids  req'd.  No  science  background 
needed.  Exciting  activities  such  as  slime 
and  rockets.  Pay:  $20-$25/l  hour  class. 
CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY  AT  (416) 
6.3n-.S282  E.xt  26. 


RIVERDALE 

Share  2-h  bdrm,  yard,  deck.  Near  TTC/ 
shops.  416-526-9095. 


FURNISHED  BACHELOR  APARTMENT 

$700.00/month  (including  utilities) 
-  Private-Kitchen,  bedroom,  bathroom. 
Space  available  January  1/2004,  Palm- 
erston  Boulevard  at  the  Bloor  Subway. 
Parking,  laundry,  no  pets,  non-smoker, 
separate  entrance.  Reliable  -  references, 
are  needed.  Ideal  for  a  student.  Please 
telephone  (416)  531-5673  (please  leave 
a  message). 


SPADINA&HARBORD 

Available  immediately.  To  rent-single 
rooms  for  male  students.  Meal  plan 
included.  Please  call  416-923-3318. 


MONTREAL@NEW  YEARS 

Downtown  Hotel  and  Bus.  Dec.  30-Jan 
1.  From  $139/Quad.  Hotel  from  $69. 
Book  now  and  SAVE!!  Guaranteed 
Lowest  Price.  Book  Friends  GO  FREE!! 
www.Rooms2Party.com  Thames  Travel 
(Todd)  1-800-962-8262 


PARKING 

Excellent  spaces,  Spadina  and  Willcocks, 
opposite  New  College  and  Earth  Sciences, 
personalized  signs  showing  spaces 
reserved  24  hours,  $75  a  month,  call  Mark 
416-944-0805, 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 


Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr. 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  -h. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  1  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 


WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compunow.  416/539-9443. 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B..  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 


ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies.  Zoology  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessav@bellnet.ca 


PROFESSIONAL  MATH  HELP 


Post-graduate  math  degree  plus  years 
of  teaching  and  tutoring  experience. 
All  levels.  Group  rates  available.  Quiet 
location  minutes  from  campus.  416- 
388-5789;  utmath@rogers.com 


ESSAY  HELP  -  RESEARCH  &  WRITING 

All  subjects,  including  Humanities, 
Business,  Philosophy  and  more...  Also: 
GRADUATE  SCHOOL  APPLICATIONS  for 
M.B.A.,  Law  School,  Teaching  degree... 


Call  416-753-8377 


Rice  IS  the  invigorating  rhythm  of  Life 


...w/ricc  is  the  quality  choice  for  healthy  eaters  on  the  go! 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue -Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 

issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 
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The  Varsity 


Sony  CD  Walkman  powered  by 


YOUR 


MUSIC  LIBRARY 


™G0!!! 


Yes,  you  CAN  take  your  music  library  wherever  you  go  and  it  won't  weigh  you 
down.  With  Sony's  new  ATRAC3plus  CD  Walkman  player,  you  can  carry  490  songs 
on  1  CD.  This  new  compression  format  lets  you  store  more  songs  with  better 
quality  to  brighten  up  your  marathon  commute  or  a  long,  long  walk  in  the  park. 


490  SONGS  ON  1  CD 


Carrying  around  your  CD  collection  can  be  a  drag  --  literally.  With  SonicStage 
software,  you  can  easily  burn  490  songs,  at  48kbps,  onto  a  CD.  And,  those 
aren't  2  minute  songs,  those  are  4-minute  songs.  Compressed  in  ATRACSplus 
format,  you  can  take  your  music  library  anywhere  you  go. 


HIGH  QUALITY  SOUND 


A  lot  of  music  compression  lets  you  store  more  music  but  it  all  sounds  bad. 
Sony's  ATRACSplus  compression  actually  bumps  up  the  quality  of  MPS  songs 
and  lets  you  equalize  them  so  you  don't  get  varying  volume  levels  that  can 
pierce  your  eardrums. 


SOFTWARE  INCLUDED 


SonicStage  Simple  Burner™  software  comes  with  every  ATRACSplus  CD 
Walkman  player.  It  converts  your  MPS  downloads  easily  and  quickly  on  your  PC 
—  you  won't  need  to  learn  a  whole  new  technology  to  do  it.  Plus,  you  can  leave 
your  CD  open  ended  so  you  can  add  songs  later. 


NO  MP3S  TOO! 


Your  Sony  ATRACSplus  CD  Walkman  player  is  even  friendly  with  the  MPS  CDs 
you  burned  to  play  on  your  PC.  So,  you  can  play  ATRACSplus  or  MPS  encoded 
CDs  and,  with  some  players,  the  radio  as  well! 


EASY  ID  ON  THE  LCD 


All  ATRACSplus  CD  Walkman  players  have  IDS  tagging  that  lets  you 
see  which  folders  and  songs  you  are  playing  on  the  LCD  display.  Most 
even  have  a  jog  dial  that  makes  scrolling  through  titles  even  easier 


THE  ULTIMATE 

IN  SOUND 
QUALITY  AND 
SLIM  DESIGN 
•  D-NE1 , 
$249.99* 


TUNE  IN  TO 
AM/FM 
OR  CD  ON 
THE  GO 
D-NF611. 
$179.99* 


Available  at  an  authorized  Sony  dealer,  Visit  www.sonystyle.ca/cdwalkman  for  more  details. 
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Roaches,  garbage 
and  jackhammers 

U  of  T family  housing  in  shambles,  say  residents 


byBRONWYNKIENAPPLE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


OLVASANAKOEV 


A  pile  of  refuse  lies  outside  a  building  used  for  family  housing  at  U  of  T. 


Writing  a  thesis  is  hard  enough.  What  if  you  had 
to  do  it  with  the  sound  of  jackhammers  in  the 
bacitground?  Or  in  a  cold  room  with  cockroach- 
es? Alex  Hertel,  as  well  as  many  other  residents 
of  30  and  35  Charles  St.,  faces  this  every  day. 

The  idea  behind  student  family  housing  is  to 
make  it  easier  for  students  with  partners,  spous- 
es or  children  to  finish  their  degree  by  offering 
them  below-market  level  rent.  The  sentiment  of 
many  residents  is  not  one  of  gratitude,  though, 
but  rather  of  frustration. 

For  the  past  two  years,  property  management 
company  Greenwin  has  been  responsible  for 
managing  the  premises.  As  of  Dec.  31,  2003,  its 
contract  expired.  U  of  T  has  now  chosen  to  man- 
age the  buildings  themselves.  The  switch  was 
made  for  financial  reasons  and  to  increase  U  of 
T's  level  of  involvement. 

"The  maintenance  of  the  building  isn't  what 
we  wanted  it  to  be. ..when  you  don't  see  every- 
thing everyday  you  have  less  control,"  said  Anne 
MacDonald,  director  of  Ancillary  Services,  a 
department  at  U  of  T  which  helps  to  manage  the 
buildings. 

Darryl  Gershater,  a  member  of  the  Tenants' 
Association,  is  also  positive  about  the  change. 
"1  hope  it  will  be  better  because  we  eliminate  a 
third  party. .So  hopefully  it'll  be  more  direct  and 
more  accountable." 

Residents  like  Poonam  Chanba  look  forward 
to  avoiding  situations  like  she  faced  with  Green- 
win  last  September.  Her  family  could  not  afford 
house  insurance  so  when  her  toilet  unexpect- 
edly overflowed,  she  asked  Greenwin  for  com- 
pensation. Staff  agreed,  yet  when  a  letter  dated 


Nov.  21  arrived,  it  stated  that  nothing  would  be 
done  for  her. 

"I  can't  understand  why  people  lie  like  this," 
said  Chanba.  "Why  did  she  promise  it  [the  let- 
ter]? My  question  is  why  did  it  take  two  months 
to  deliver  that  letter?" 

Gershater  echoed  her  frustration.  "We  as  a 
tenant's  association  were  not  satisfied  with  the 
quality,  at  all,  of  Greenwin.  We  didn't  like  the  way 
which  they  were  treating  tenants." 

Greenwin  may  be  gone,  but  U  of  T  will  still 
have  to  contend  with  a  number  of  problems  that 
have  been  plaguing  the  buildings.  The  jackham- 
mering  is  from  construction  in  a  parking  lot  in 
the  building.  Although  university  staff  are  sym- 
pathetic, nothing  can  be  done.  "This  work  was 
necessary,  unfortunately  noisy  and  not  work 
the  university  had  control  over,"  said  director  of 
family  housing,  Pearl  Karimalis. 

Cockroaches  are  another  problem.  Although 
pest  control  treatments  are  regularly  applied, 
Gershater  believes  that  the  problem  may  stem 
from  poor  maintenance.  A  tour  of  the  building 
revealed  dirty  hallway  floors,  a  garbage  chute 
that  needed  to  be  cleaned  and  an  untidy  and 
noxious  garbage  room. 

Security  is  another  area  where  tenants  see 
room  for  improvement.  The  buildings  use  a 
buzzer  system  and  there  is  one  security  guard 
for  both  buildings.  Homeless  people  can  often 
be  found  sleeping  in  stairwells,  and  residents 
worry  about  intruders. 

"Basically  it's  very,  very  easy  access  into  the 
buildings  which  1  think  is  a  problem  because  we 
have  a  lot  of  children  in  these  buildings,"  said 
Gershater. 

See  HOUSING  on  page  5 


Majority  rules:  sessional 
teachers  vote  to  unionize 


by  NAOMI  FANCE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  fate  of  U  of  T's  sessional  teachers  be- 
come a  little  more  clear  this  week  as  the 
group  voted  in  favour  of  joining  local  union 
CUPE  3902,  pending  final  vote  counts. 

Thursday  was  the  final  day  of  hearings 
with  the  Labour  Relations  Board,  a  pro- 
cess that  has  been  going  on  throughout 
December.  There  are  still  votes  to  be 
counted,  and  the  finer  points  have  yet  to 
be  decided  on,  but  there  has  already  been 
a  majority  vote  in  favour  of  unionization 
and  the  sessional  teachers  have  been 
given  an  interim  certificate  because  of  the 
apparent  majority. 

102  of  the  180  ballots  cast  have  already 
been  counted,  leaving  them  with  56  per 
cent  in  favour  of  unionization. 

Sessional  teachers  are  generally  defined 
as  non-students  teaching  classes  on  a 
short-term  basis,  working  on  a  contract  of 


12  months  or  less. 

CUPE  representative  Mikael  Swayze  says 
that  he  has  every  expectation  that  the  la- 
bour board  will  grant  a  final  certificate  in  a 
few  weeks.  The  certificate  would  make  the 
sessionals  the  second  part  of  CUPE  3902, 
the  branch  that  represents  teaching  assis- 
tants and  graduates. 

Up  until  now,  many  sessional  teachers 
have  felt  that  their  needs  have  not  been  ad- 
equately met.  Swayze  claims  that  the  Fac- 
ulty Association  at  U  of  T  is  not  sufficient 
for  the  task  of  making  sure  that  sessionals 
get  a  fair  deal  because  they  are  not  a  union 
and  "they  have  no  collective  agreement." 

In  reference  to  the  Faculty  Association 
encouraging  its  members  to  vote  "no"  back 
in  October,  Swayze  called  it  a  "farce"  that 
the  group  would  take  such  a  stance,  and 
said  that  it  was  "strange  for  them  to  take 
the  same  position  as  the  employer,"  add- 

See  I  07'A  on  page  3 


Winter  wonderland 


A  group  of  students  try  out  the  tundra  with  a  game  of  football  Saturday. 
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2004  IS  YOUR  YEAR  TO  GET  INVOLVED 

IN  YOUR  STUDENT  CENTRE 
HART  HOUSE  ELECTIONS  ARE  COMING! 

(Got  you  thinking?  Cail  416.978.8400) 


Monday,  January  12 

Rifle  Mandatory  Open  l\^eeting  ~  4-5m  in  the  Debates  Room.  Bring  government 

ptioto  ID,  current  UofT  student  card  or  senior  members  card  to  join. 

Amateur  Radio  Open  l\/leeting  -  5:30pm  in  ttie  South  Dining  Room,  All  welcome. 

Refreshments. 

Singers  Open  ffe/jearsa/-  6;30pm.  Bring  a  $30  refundable  music  deposit,  your 
membership  or  student  card  and  $15  dub  fee. 

Hart  House  Improv  Troupe  Information  Session  and  Registration  -  6:30pm 
in  the  Committees'  Room.  Ail  welcome. 

Tuesday,  January  13 

Arcfiery  Beginner's  Lessons  ~  Sign  up  5:30pm  in  the  Range.  Bring  your  current 

student  or  senior  member  ID. 

Community  Kitctten  -  Spamh  Mediterranean,  Andalusia  specialities,  5pm  in  the 
Catering  Kitchen,  $5.  Pre-register  at  the  Hall  Porters'  Desk. 

Wednesday,  January  14 

Rifle  IVIandatory  Open  Meeting- Apm  in  the  Debates  Room.  Bring  government 
photo  10,  current  UofT  student  card  or  senior  members  card,  and  $15. 
Dinner  Series  -  Speaker,  Christopher  Moore,  "Confederation  Politics",  6pm 
reception  for  6:30pm  dinner.  Single  tickets:  Alumni  members/guests  $45,  U  of  T 
students  S25  at  the  Membership  Services  Office  416,978.4732. 
Revolver  Open  Meeting- 7pm  in  the  Debates  Room.  Bring  government  photo 
ID,  current  UofT  student  card  or  senior  members  card,  and  $1 5. 

Thursday,  January  15 

Archery  Beginner's  Lessons  -  Sign  up  5:30pm  in  the  Range.  Bring  your  current 
student  or  senior  member  ID, 

Reading  Series  -  Yvonne  Bobb-Smith  reading  from  '1  Know  Who  i  Am.  A 
Caribbean  Woman's  identity  in  Canada",  7:30pm  in  iiart  House  Library.  Free.  All 

welcome- 


Friday,  January  16 


Lit  &  Lib  Contests  -  DEADLINE  for  22nd  Annual  Literary  Contest  and  The 
Hart  House  Revievi/  is  Midnight.  Prizes:  $200,  $150,  $100. 
Jazz  at  Oscar's  -  Swing  Jazz  with  Glen  Anderson,  9pm  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Free. 
Licensed.  No  cover. 


Sunday,  January  18 


600th  Sunday  Concert  Gala  -  8pm  in  the  Great  Hall,  featuring  William 
Aide,  Andrew  Dawes  and  Jane  Coop,  iVIichael  Golvin  and  Mary  Bella,  and 
Trio  Lyra.  Free  tickets  at  Hali  Porter's  Desk  while  they  last. 


ART  41 6.978.8398 

Ihe  Justina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery- "from  Phillips  to  the  Future",  Canadian 

Prints  from  the  Hart  House  Permanent  Collection.  Runs  to  Jan.  29, 

The  Arbor  Room  -  "In  Absence",  photography  by  Joyce  Mosfay.  Runs  to  Feb,  8. 

ATHLETICS  416.978.2447 

See  the  Winter  2004  Athletics  Guide  for  class  details. 
Registration  for  athletics  c/asses  continue  this  week.  Space  still  available  in 
many  classes.  See  Athletics  Guide  or  web  site  for  description.  Most  programmes 
begin  the  week  of  Jan.  19. 

Annual  Indoor  Triathlon  -  Sign  up  now!  Triathlon  takes  place  on  Sat.  Feb.  14. 
Sign  up  as  an  individual  or  as  part  of  a  relay  team. 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  Office:  416.978.8668 

mm.  harthousetheat.re  .ca 
John  Mighton's  Governor  General's  Literany  award  winning  Possible  Worlds,  pro- 
duced by  the  Hart  House  Drama  Society.  Tickets:  $1 5/$1 2  students  &  seniors. 
Jan.  14-24  (Week  1 :  Wed.-Sat.  8pm;  Week  2:  Wed.-Sat.  Bpm  &  Sat,  2pm)  Part  of 
Hart  House  Theatre's  2003-2004  Season. 


U  of  T  shines  light  on  Burma 


Burmese  democracy  advocate  Than  Khe  (standing)  speaks  at  OISE  on  Saturday. 


OLYASANAKOEV 


by  LINDSAY  SCORGIE 
andKIMBERLEYBELTGENS  

Tensions  were  high  at  the  "Night  Falls 
in  Burma"  forum  Saturday,  as  speakers 
pleaded  for  democracy  to  prevail  in 
the  repressed  country  of  Burma  (also 
known  as  Myanmar). 

The  forum,  held  at  OISE,  was  an  at- 
tempt to  draw  attention  to  one  of  the 
world's  oldest  military  dictatorships  in 
a  region  that  has  long  been  ignored  by 
the  international  community. 

Burma,  a  southeast  Asian  country 
sharing  borders  with  India,  Bangla- 
desh, Laos,  China  and  Thailand,  has 
suffered  under  the  rule  of  a  military 
junta  since  1962.  After  a  student  upris- 
ing in  1988,  democratic  rights  have  in- 
creasingly been  violated  and  today  are 
almost  non-existent.  Ironically,  pre- 
1962  Burma  was  one  of  the  wealthier 
Asian  countries  due  to  its  abundance 
of  natural  resources  and  rich  cultural 
heritage,  yet  today  it  is  ranked  among 


the  poorest  in  the  world.  Despite  the 
continuing  gross  human  rights  viola- 
tions, the  absence  of  a  free  media,  and 
the  notorious  record  with  regards  to 
political  prisoners — most  notably  1991 
Nobel  Peace  Prize  winner  Aung  San 
Suu  Kyi — participants  in  the  forum 
held  hope  that  "even  though  [they]  are 
suffering,  [they]  know  [they]  are  right 
and  are  on  the  winning  side." 

Sponsored  by  the  Asian  Solidar- 
ity Network  (A.S.A),  which  emerged 
from  a  workshop  held  last  March,  the 
forum  was  an  example  of  the  network's 
attempt  to  reach  out  to  Asian  com- 
munities in  Toronto  and  Canada,  and 
to  provide  for  them  a  voice  within  the 
larger  Canadian  society. 

With  growing  frustration  and  dis- 
enchantment over  the  oppression  in 
Burma,  the  A.S.A  has  made  it  their 
motto  to  "show  [their]  struggle  when- 
ever [they]  get  the  chance."  Indeed, 
participants  used  this  forum  to  pas- 
sionately express  their  concerns  and 


ideas,  some  even  sharing  personal 
experiences  of  life  under  the  military 
regime. 

Anger  over  the  continuing  atrocities 
of  murder,  rape  and  denials  of  free 
speech  made  for  an  animated  and 
sometimes  heated  discussion.  As  one 
attendee  noted,  there  were  "divergent 
views  expressed  at  the  forum  which 
demonstrate  the  difficulty  in  cooperat- 
ing for  a  practical  solution."  One  reason 
behind  the  various  views  lies  simply  in 
the  fact  that  there  are  at  least  eight  ma- 
jor ethnic  groups  in  Burma  which  his- 
torically have  had  their  own  agendas, 
but  now  must  seek  common  ground  in 
order  for  any  progress  to  be  made. 

The  many  different  opinions  regard- 
ing how  to  solidify  resistance  and 
move  towards  democratization  proved 
just  how  hard  uniting  behind  a  com- 
mon solution  will  be.  Nevertheless,  all 
forum  participants  were  in  agreement 
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Scarborough  slates  another  referendum 


by  SARAH  BARMAK 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  Scarborough  Campus  Students' 
Union  (SCSU)  is  once  again  poised 
to  change  the  way  students  are  rep- 
resented at  UTSC.  Less  than  three 
months  after  SAC  and  SCSU  agreed  to 
all  but  eliminate  SAC's  involvement  at 
Scarborough,  part-time  students  will 
soon  decide  whether  the  Scarborough 
organization  will  take  over  the  job 
of  representing  them.  The  UTSC  Stu- 
dents' Representation  Referendum 
will  ask  part-time  students  to  vote  on 
whether  they  want  to  stop  paying  the 
$32.14  they  currently  pay  to  the  Asso- 
ciation of  Part-Time  Students  (APUS), 
and  pay  it  to  SCSU  instead. 

The  referendum  will  be  held  on 
Tuesday,  Jan.  20  and  Wednesday, 
Jan.  21,  from  9  am  to  7  pm  in  UTSC's 
Meeting  Place.  In  order  to  inform  vot- 
ers on  the  issues  involved,  the  UTSC 
Students'  Representation  Referen- 
dum Committee  is  also  holding  four 
different  forums  on  the  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  before  the  week  of  the 
referendum. 

If  the  'yes'  vote  wins,  the  $10.76  per 
session  that  UTSC  part-timers  cur- 
rently pay  to  SCSU  will  be  increased 
to  $42.90,  and  they  will  no  longer  pay 
fees  to  APUS.  If  this  is  done,  these 
students  will  retain  their  part-time 


distinction  with  the  presumed  added 
benefit  of  having  their  unique  needs 
as  Scarborough  members  better 
recognized. 

APUS  President  Chris  Ramsaroop 
doesn't  see  the  overall  benefit  of  this 
change  for  part-timers.  "It  will  have 
negative  consequences,"  he  stated. 
"It  will  mean  the  diminishing  of  their 
voice." 

According  to  Ramsaroop,  the  SCSU 
is  not  well-equipped  enough  to  take 
on  the  specific  needs  of  part-time  stu- 
dents. "1  first  want  to  see  a  concrete 
plan  from  them  [about  this  issue] 
before  any  decisions  are  made,"  he 
said.  APUS  was  not  made  aware  that 
the  referendum  was  occurring  until 
this  past  Monday,  even  though  it  was 
decided  on  Dec.  19.  Because  of  this, 
APUS's  board  members  have  not  had 
a  chance  to  deal  with  the  issue. 

"We  want  to  have  a  partnership 
with  SCSU,  but  this  isn't  fair,"  Ramsa- 
roop claimed,  giving  the  example  of 
APUS's  successful  relationship  with 
UTM's  part-time  student  union,  EPUS. 
He  emphasized  the  need  for  the  inclu- 
sion of  part-timers  in  the  process. 
Due  to  APUS  not  being  informed 
about  the  referendum,  their  ability  to 
prepare  a  campaign  for  the  'no'  side 
has  been  severely  hampered.  Despite 
this,  a  'no'  campaign  does  exist  on  the 
campus. 
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ing  "they  are  consigning  those 
people  to  a  non-union  state." 

George  Luste,  president  of  the 
Faculty  Association,  was  con- 
cerned with  the  results  of  the 
vote,  being  that  the  sessionals 
will  "do  better  in  the  long  term  if 
they  are  under  the  same  tent  as 
the  faculty."  He  pointed  out  that 
sessionals  from  Queen's  Univer- 
sity are  trying  to  "get  in  with  the 
faculty." 

Although  he  holds  the  opinion 
that  the  teachers  are  better  undi- 
vided, Luste  continually  stressed 
that  he  wanted  what  was  best  for 
the  sessional  teachers,  whatever 
that  might  be.  Luste  is  unsure 
about  the  way  that  the  university 


will  be  affected  by  unionization, 
but  said  there  had  not  been  a 
big  change  since  grads  and  TAs 
joined  CUPE.  He  also  has  an  issue 
with  the  way  that  the  vote  was 
carried  out.  "You  have  a  problem 
with  the  democratic  process... 
when  the  vote  was  taken,  there 
was  one  definition  of  sessional, 
and  then  it  was  changed." 

The  remaining  discussion  on 
the  issue  hinges  around  the 
question  of  who  is  to  be  included 
in  the  classification  of  sessional 
and  who  is  to  be  in  the  union. 
Some,  like  the  Faculty  Asso- 
ciation, believe  that  those  who 
teach  more  than  one  course 
should  not  be  included,  while 
others  believe  that  there  should 
be  a  wider  definition. 
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campus.  The  Mastering  The  LSAT  program  begins  May  8  and  May  15. 
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To  suscribe  to  the  Law  School  Bound 
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Ramsaroop  states  that  APUS  was 
told  in  December  by  the  SCSU  that  a 
referendum  on  this  issue  would  not 
be  pursued  at  Scarborough.  "We're 
investigating  the  question  of  whether 
this  process  is  even  legal,"  he  said. 

The  referendum  marks  a  continuing 
trend  in  U  of  T's  student  governance 
away  from  a  primary  distinction  that 
groups  students  according  to  their 
course  load,  and  towards  grouping 
them  according  to  which  campus  they 
belong  to.  Scarborough  has  been  at 
the  forefront  of  this  trend  lately,  most 
notably  since  SAC,  which  used  to  rep- 
resent full-time  students  at  all  three 
campuses,  changed  to  represent  only 
St.  George  and  UTM.  "There  has  been 
an  overall  decline  in  part-time  rep- 
resentation at  this  university,"  said 
Ramsaroop. 

SCSU  President  Dan  Bandurka  has 
made  it  clear  in  the  past  that  students 
at  a  tri-campus  university  would  be 
more  effectively  represented  by  a 
campus-based  system  rather  than 
one  based  on  course-load  category. 
Otherwise,  he  says,  UTSC  students' 
needs  get  pushed  aside  by  the 
overwhelming  vote  of  downtown 
students. 
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Prominent  Anglican  minister  joins  School  of  Theology 

First  ever  ecumenist-in-residence  has  dealt  with  samesex  marriage  debate 


byJOHNMACKAY 


One  of  Canada's  most  prominent 
clerics,  who  has  been  in  the  pub- 
lic eye  for  his  handling  of  con- 
troversies related  to  same-sex 
unions,  has  been  appointed  to  a 
new  position  at  U  of  T's  Toronto 
School  of  Theology. 

Archbishop  Michael  Peers,  the 
outgoing  Primate  of  the  Anglican 
Church  of  Canada,  will  take  office 
as  the  school's  first  ecumenist- 
in-residence  on  July  1,  and  serve 
for  one  year. 

Dr.  Peers  will  serve  in  a  variety 
of  roles,  being  a  guest  lecturer, 
providing  advice  and  support 
to  students,  and  being  available 
as  a  resource  on  the  topic  of 
ecumenism.  Although  "ecumen- 
ism" refers  to  a  belief  in  the 
unity  of  Christian  denominations 
and  support  for  close  relations 
amongst  them,  he  will  have  no 


particular  responsibility  for 
relations  amongst  the  different 
denominational  colleges  that 
make  up  TST. 

Dr.  Peers  has  attracted  atten- 
tion beyond  Anglican  circles  in 
recent  years  for  his  handling  of 
the  controversial  decision  by  the 
Bishop  of  New  Westminster,  Mi- 
chael Ingham,  to  allow  clergy  to 
bless  same-sex  unions.  Dr.  Peers 
has  consistently  tried  to  preserve 
the  unity  of  the  Anglican  Church, 
which  is  divided  on  the  issue, 
by  supporting  compromises  and 
the  delaying  of  decisions  on  the 
question.  He  has  said  himself 
that  he  favours  the  recognition 
of  same-sex  unions,  but  prefers 
civil  unions  to  gay  marriage. 

Dr.  Peers  has  had  a  long  and 
distinguished  career  in  the  Angli- 
can Church.  He  was  ordained  as  a 
priest  in  1960,  after  receiving  his 
Licentiate  in  Theology  from  U  of 


T's  Trinity  College.  He  has  held 
posts  in  Ottawa,  Vancouver,  Win- 
nipeg and  Regina.  He  was  elected 
Primate,  the  highest  position  in 
the  Anglican  Church  in  Canada, 
in  1986,  and  will  retire  from  that 
position  on  Feb.  1. 

Christopher  Lind,  director  of 
the  Toronto  School  of  Theology, 
cited  Dr.  Peers's  long  experience 
in  the  Church,  and  especially  his 
work  with  other  Christian  denom- 
inations, as  strong  qualifications 
for  the  position.  "His  experience 
is  an  enormous  resource  that  we 
want  to  make  available,"  said 
Dr.  Lind.  Dr.  Peers  has  worked 
extensively  with  the  World  Coun- 
cil of  Churches,  especially  with 
Orthodox  churches  in  eastern 
Europe.  As  Primate,  he  was  one 
of  the  driving  forces  behind  the 
documents  of  shared  ministry 
between  the  Anglican  Church 
and   the   Evangelical  Lutheran 


NOTICE  OF  REFERENDUM 

The  Scarborough  Campus  Students'  Union  (SCSU)  will 
be  holding  a  referendum  for  all  part-time  UTSC  students 
on  January  20-21,  2004,  on  the  following  question*: 


Preamble 

At  present,  part-time  undergraduate  students  registered  at  the  University  of 
Toronto  at  Scarborough  (UTSC)  are  changed  S  10.76  per  session  for  the 
Scarborough  Campus  Students'  Union  (SCSU)  and  $32. 14  per  session  for  the 
Association  of  Part-time  Undergraduate  Student  (APUS).  Both  the  SCSU  fee 
and  the  APUS  fee  are  cuixently  charged  in  all  3  academic  sessions  (note  -the 
Accident  &  Prescription  Drug  Insurance  Plan  is  not  charged  in  the  Summer 
Session,  and  the  Ontario  Public  Interest  Research  Group  is  charged  $1.00  in 
the  Summer  Session). 

SCSU  is  proposing  the  realignment  of  all  SCSU  and  APUS  services  and 
representation  into  a  restructured  SCSU  for  a  single  fee  of  $42.90  per  session. 
The  proposed  fee  for  SCSU  would  be  charged  to  all  part-time  undergraduate 
UTSC  students  registered  in  any  academic  session.  If  this  proposal  is 
accepted,  UTSC  students  would  no  longer  be  charged  an  APUS  fee  and  all  of 
the  current  designated  components  of  the  APUS  fee  would  be  included  in  the 
new  SCSU  fee. 

By  voting  in  favour  of  the  question  below,  you  are  indicating  your  support  for 
the  following: 

-  The  elimination  of  the  APUS  fee  currently  charged  to  part-time  undergraduate 
UTSC  students 

-  A  corresponding  increase  in  the  SCSU  fee  charged  to  part-time  undergraduate 
UTSC  smdents  from  $10.76  per  session  to  $42.90  per  session  including  all 
designated  components  and  relevant  conditions  applicable  to  the  cun'ent  SCSU 
and  APUS-UTSC  fees  (plus  cost  of  living  and  inflation  increases  -  see  below) 

-  Annual  cost  of  living  and  inflation  increases  to  the  relevant  designated 
portions  of  the  fee  beginning  with  the  Fall  2004  session. 

-  Charging  the  new  part-time  undergraduate  SCSU  fee  in  each  academic 
session  (Fall,  Winter,  and  Summer). 

-  The  realignment  of  the  services  and  representation  currently  provided  by 
SCSU  and  APUS  into  a  restructured  SCSU. 

Question 

Are  you  in  favour  of  the  elimination  of  the  APUS-UTSC  fee,  a  corresponding 
increase  to  the  part-time  undergraduate  SCSU  fee  beginning  with  the  Fall  2004 
session,  and  the  restrucmring  o  SCSU  as  described  in  the  preamble? 


*  subject  to  limited  change 

For  more  information  regarding  the  referendum,  or  if  you  are 
interested  in  participating  in  either  of  the  Yes  or  No  campaigns, 
please  contact  Adam  Watson,  Referendum  Convenor  at 
a.watson(a),utoronto.ca,  or  416-287-7031. 


Church  in  Canada,  by  which  the 
two  churches  recognize  each 
other's  clergy.  He  is  fluent  in 
French,  German  and  Russian. 

Dr.  Lind  said  that  a  resident 
ecumenist  was  especially  impor- 
tant for  the  School  of  Theology 
because  of  its  nature  as  an  as- 
sociation of  theological  colleges 
from  different  denominations: 
"One  of  the  special  mandates  of 
the  TST  is  to  promote  ecumen- 
ism." He  believes  that  having 
the  position  will  keep  needed 
attention  on  ecumenical  issues: 
"Every  denomination,  at  some 
point  in  its  life,  needs  an  advo- 
cate for  the  larger  mission  of  the 
church." 

Although  he  will  mainly  work 
within  the  TST,  it  will  be  possible 
for  instructors  of  Arts  and  Sci- 
ence classes  to  invite  Dr.  Peers 
as  a  guest  lecturer  in  his  areas  of 
expertise. 
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Rev.  Michael  Peers 


Aboriginal  university 
plan  hits  a  snag 


by  GINNY  COLLINS 

CENTRAL  BUREAU 


REGINA  (CUP)— The  NDP  govern- 
ment's redefined  concept  for  a  new 
Aboriginal  university  in  northern 
Manitoba  risks  undermining  the 
school's  credibility,  according  to 
a  professor  at  the  University  of 
Brandon. 

The  University  College  of  the 
North  was  a  promise  from  the  New 
Democratic  Party  in  the  June  2003 
election.  The  concept  was  that  the 
government  would  establish  an 
Aboriginal  university  in  the  north 
so  it  would  be  more  accessible  to 
residents  of  northern  Manitoba. 

Dick  Henley,  an  education  pro- 
fessor, claims  the  updated  plans 
for  the  university  are  a  far  cry 
from  what  was  initially  promised. 
"The  minister  and  the  government 
have  redefined  what  the  project  is," 
said  Henley,  who  is  also  president 
of  the  Manitoba  Organization  of  Fac- 
ulty Associations.  "They  just  don't 
want  to  put  any  money  into  it." 

The  original  plans  for  the  uni- 
versity, put  together  by  Aboriginal 
residents  of  the  north,  included  the 
construction  of  a  new  building  in 
Thompson,  766  kilometres  north  of 
Winnipeg,  where  the  campus  would 
be  located. 

The  NDP  has  declared  recently 
that  they  won't  construct  a  new 
building  because  that  would 
limit  the  university  to  one  location. 
Henley  claims  that  without  its  own 
building,  the  university  cannot 
hope  to  gain  academic  credibility. 
"Any  university  with  any  kind  of 
status  has  its  own  building.  If  the 
government  is  going  to  create  a 
new  university,  then  create  a  new 
university,"  said  Henley. 

However,  Diane  McGifford,  minis- 
ter of  advanced  education  and  train- 
ing, said  the  new  university  should 
be  more  spread  out  across  northern 
Manitoba  so  people  will  be  able  to 
stay  at  home  while  attending  school. 
"The  idea  of  pulling  people  out  of 
their  communities  hasn't  been  suc- 
cessful. There  are  real  advantages 
to  having  them  stay,"  said  McGif- 
ford. It  is  often  hard  for  mature  stu- 
dents in  the  north  to  be  separated 


from  their  families,  she  added. 
McGifford  said  there  are  cur- 
rently plans  to  establish  main 
sites  in  Thompson  and  The 
Pas,  a  town  located  600  ki- 
lometres north  of  Winnipeg. 
"There  isn't  going  to  be  a  huge  cam- 
pus up  north,"  she  said. 

Aside  from  establishing  a  sepa- 
rate building  and  institution,  Henley 
also  stressed  the  importance  of  ac- 
ademic freedom  for  the  university. 
"We've  been  asking  the  government 
for  some  time  to  guarantee  this.  If 
they  can't  guarantee  academic  free- 
dom, it  can't  be  considered  a  public 
university,"  he  said. 

Henley  said  establishing  the 
University  College  of  the  North  as 
a  public  university  would  make  it 
comparable  to  the  status  of  univer- 
sities like  the  University  of  Manitoba 
and  the  University  of  Winnipeg. 

Verna  Kirkness,  a  First  Nations 
university  administrator,  was  hired 
by  the  Department  of  Advanced 
Education  before  the  2003  election 
to  conduct  a  survey  of  Northern 
residents  regarding  their  educa- 
tion needs.  After  her  report  was 
submitted,  an  implementation 
team  headed  by  Dr.  Don  Robertson, 
an  early  promoter  of  the  project, 
was  hired  to  compile  a  report  of 
how  the  university  should  be  run. 
McGifford  said  the  purpose  of  this 
is  to  establish  an  institution  that 
reflects  the  needs  of  the  people. 
"It's  important  that  this  is  a  col- 
laborative effort.  This  is  not  a  top- 
down  project,"  said  McGifford. 

Henley  claims,  however,  that  the 
needs  of  the  northern  residents 
are  not  being  reflected  properly 
in  that  the  new  plans  differ  greatly 
from  the  original  recommendations 
issued  by  the  group  of  northern 
Manitobans. 

"They  want  a  regional  university. 
It  doesn't  look  like  they're  going  to 
get  what  they  want,"  he  said.  "If  it's 
going  to  go  ahead,  let's  make  it  a 
good  school." 

Despite  the  ongoing  research  of 
Don  Robertson  and  the  implemen- 
tation team,  McGifford  said  that 
University  College  of  the  North 
facilities  could  be  opened  as  early 
as  September. 
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MacDonald  responded  that  the 
university  is  currently  changing  its 
security  company  and  looking  to 
raise  awareness  among  tenants  about 
letting  in  strangers.  New  gates  are 
also  being  installed. 

Heating  in  the  buildings  is  also  a 
concern.  Individual  floors  may  be 
either  very  hot  or  cold.  Windows  in 
apartments  are  only  covered  with  a 
single  pane  of  glass,  which  lets  in  the 
cold  during  the  winter  months. 

"1  suppose  it's  a  little  bit  cold  but 
they  offset  that  by  jacking  the  tem- 
perature on  our  floor  up  incredibly 
high."  said  Hertel,  a  graduate  student 
in  computer  science.  "So  especially  in 
our  hallway  it's  ridiculously  hot,  it's 
sort  of  like  a  tropical  country." 

U  of  T  staff  are  more  than  aware  of 
the  need  for  double-paned  glass,  but 
cost  is  an  issue.  MacDonald  says  new 
glass  is  a  priority  but  with  a  price  tag 
of  $2.6  million,  it  could  be  a  while  be- 
fore any  such  project  is  approved. 

What  is  underway  is  the  construc- 
tion of  a  new  rooftop  terrace  at  30 
Charles  St. 

With  a  price  tag  of  $300,000,  Hertel 
and  Gershater  aren't  impressed.  They 


feel  that  the  money  should  have  gone 
towards  more  essential  projects  such 
as  new  glass  or  getting  rid  of  the 
roaches.  Gershater  also  felt  that  the 
university  pushed  the  Tenant's  Asso- 
ciation to  approve  the  project. 

Karimalis  doesn't  feel  that  most 
residents  have  this  attitude,  "...the 
rooftop  garden. ..has  been  a  project 
tenants  and  past  Tenants'  Association 
executive  members  have  been  in- 
volved with  for  at  least  the  past  two 
years  in  terms  of  design  and  fund- 
raising." 

This  endeavour  is  an  attempt  to 
build  a  sense  of  community  among 
student  families,  one  which  Gershater 
finds  lacking.  "1  think  for  a  lot  people 
it's  a  very  isolating  experience,"  said 
Gershater.  "These  are  very  big,  high- 
rise  buildings." 

U  of  T  has  attempted  to  combat 
isolation  through  the  work  of  the  com- 
munity development  coordinator  by 
organizing  social  events  and  display- 
ing resource  information. 

"It's  early  still,  but  1  think  that  we 
can  make  some  positive  changes," 
said  MacDonald.  "With  a  positive  at- 
titude, 1  think  we  can  improve." 

Greenwin  did  not  return  the  Varsi- 
ty's phone  calls. 
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that  the  support  of  Canada  and  the 
international  community  are  pivotal  to 
working  toward  a  solution. 

Many  pleaded  for  the  Canadian  gov- 
ernment to  take  a  heightened  interest 
over  the  situation  in  Burma.  One  panel- 
list suggested  audience  members  "go 
home  and  phone  your  MP  [because] 
we  must  stand  up  and  speak  for  those 
who  can't."  A  representative  from 
Amnesty  International  said  "it  is  hard 
for  us  in  Canada  to  understand  how 
extremely  repressive  the  regime  and 
generals  are  in  Burma." 

The  Burmese  military  is  very  restric- 


tive towards  the  activity  of  foreign 
journalists,  thus  many  accounts  of 
oppression  go  untold  and  Burma  has 
become  largely  isolated  from  the  inter- 
national community. 

Despite  the  lack  of  effort  by  foreign 
governments  to  solve  this  problem, 
participants  were  optimistic  that 
grassroots  organizations  such  as  A.S.A 
can  make  a  difference.  Even  within 
such  a  diverse  audience — U  of  T  stu- 
dents, Burmese  democracy  activists 
and  representatives  of  human  rights 
N.G.O's — attendees  could  all  be  said  to 
share  what  audience  member  Jeffery 
Trapp  noted  as  "a  general  interest  in 
human  rights  and  equity  issues." 
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This  editorial  sponsored  by  Pepsi 


A  friend  once  told  us  about  how  he 
went  on  a  camping  trip,  and  when 
he  got  back  to  civilization,  one  of 
the  first  things  he  did  was  stop  at 
a  convenience  store.  After  spending 
three  days  surrounded  by  nature, 
he  said,  all  the  logos  and  brand 
names  and  ads  in  the  store  jumped 
out  at  him,  as  if  he  were  seeing  them 
for  the  first  time. 

Branding  and  corporate  self-pro- 
motion are  now  so  pervasive  that 
it's  hard  to  remember  that  it  hasn't 
always  been  this  way.  It  used  to  be 
that  if  you  went  to  the  store  to  buy 
some  string,  it  was  just  string.  Not 
3M  string,  or  whatever  the  hell  it 
is  they're  selling  these  days.  Try 
finding  something  unbranded  nowa- 
days— even  No  Name  is  a  brand. 

Every  once  in  a  while  the  corpo- 
rate world  tries  to  push  it  just  a  little 
bit  farther.  They  do  it  in  small  incre- 
ments in  the  hopes  that  no  one  will 
notice.  For  example,  although  news- 
papers, like  the  one  you're  reading 
now  have  been  funded  by  advertis- 
ing for  more  than  a  century,  lately 
some  have  been  accepting  sponsor- 
ship money  for  individual  articles. 
A  company  like  Microsoft  might 
sponsor  a  story  in  a  newspaper's 
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business  section,  for  example. 

At  university,  whole  schools  and 
faculties  are  now  being  sponsored 
by  various  corporate  outfits.  We've 
been  getting  emails  lately  from  the 
Faculty  of  Phys  Ed  that  end  with  the 

It's  only  a  matter 
of  time  before  they 
rename  U  of  T  to 
Doritos  University... 

words  "Pepsi,  a  proud  sponsor  of 
the  University  of  Toronto's  Faculty 
of  Physical  Education  and  Health 
and  Varsity  Blues  athletics."  It's  only 
a  matter  of  time  before  they  rename 
U  of  T  to  Doritos  University,  or  some 
crap  like  that. 

When  that  day  comes,  you'll  go 
to  biology  class  and  hear  about 
the  Monsanto-sponsored  theory 
of  evolution.  Then  you'll  go  home 
for  the  holidays  and  your  mom  will 
say  "Try  the  new  low-fat  Haagen 
Dazs  ice  cream.  It  has  all  the  taste 


of  regular  Haagen  Dazs,  with  only 
half  the  calories." 

Maybe  advertising  influences 
other  people,  but  not  me,  people 
say.  Some  people  think  that  if  they 
see  an  ad  for  a  chocolate  bar  on 
TV  and  they  don't  immediately  go 
out  and  buy  one,  that  this  proves 
advertising  doesn't  work.  But  it 
doesn't  have  to  be  that  direct.  If  a 
company  can  subtly  influence  you 
with  their  advertising  to  buy  their 
brand  slightly  more  often  than 
their  competitor's,  then  they've 
won.  Besides,  if  there's  one  thing 
corporations  pay  attention  to,  it's 
their  bottom  line.  Would  they  col- 
lectively throw  billions  of  dollars 
into  advertising  and  self-promo- 
tion year  after  year  if  it  had  abso- 
lutely no  effect? 

This  editorial  isn't  really  spon- 
sored by  Pepsi.  We  haven't  put  our 
editorials  up  for  sale  yet,  and  we 
have  no  intention  of  doing  so  any- 
time soon.  All  we're  saying  is  that 
it's  a  sad  day  when  our  public  insti- 
tutions have  to  whore  themselves 
around  just  to  make  ends  meet. 
That  said,  why  don't  you  go  enjoy  a 
nice  cool,  refreshing  bottle  of  [put 
your  product  name  here!]. 


Something  fishy  about 
'acceptable  limits'  for  PCB's 


byANDYCANIVET 

VARSITY  STAFF 


By  now  most  of  us  have  prob- 
ably heard  of  the  study  published 
in  Science  about  PCB  levels  found 
in  farmed  salmon,  sparking  a  wide- 
reaching  public  debate  between  envi- 
ronmentalists, and  the  government, 
salmon  farmers,  and  salmon  sellers 
about  the  safety  of  farmed  fish. 

The  levels  found  by  the  study  are 
well  within  government  guidelines, 
and  the  fish  farmers  and  sellers 
generally  agree  that  it's  safe  to  eat. 
In  fact,  as  a  recent  Globe  and  Mail 
article  ("Fallout  over  salmon  feared, " 
Jan.  10)  notes,  many  advocates  of 
farmed  salmon  go  on  to  point  out 
that  all  kinds  of  foods  have  PCB  con- 
tamination in  them,  and  that  this  is 
really  an  attack  on  fish  farming — an 
issue  steeped  in  environmental  con- 
troversy. 

Whether  or  not  you  agree  with 
fish  farming,  whether  you  trust  the 
opinions  of  growers  and  sellers,  or 
whether  you  trust  the  research;  this 
entire  debate  overlooks  a  much  more 
fundamental  question:  Why  should 
we  accept  ANY  level  of  toxic  contami- 
nation in  our  food? 

The  question  is  neither  compli- 


cated, nor  shocking;  we  have  been 
systematically  turning  our  planet 
into  a  sewer  for  decades — centuries, 
actually.  But  leaving  all  the  "tree- 
hugger"  lamentations  aside,  it's  a 
simple  matter  of  health,  economics, 
and  choice. 

You  might  say  that  we  don't  know 
for  sure  that  such  low  levels  of  PCB's 
are  cancer  causing — it's  never  been 

Fine,  science  may 
not  be  able  to  prove 
conclusively  that 
low  levels  of  toxic 
contamination  will 
eventually  hurt  me; 
but  it  can't  prove  that 
it  won't  either. 

proven.  Tobacco  companies  said  for 
years  that  science  could  not  show 
conclusively  that  their  products  dam- 
aged the  health  of  their  customers. 

But  it's  not  about  scientific  proof — 
or  if  it  is,  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the 
wrong  side.  Fine,  science  may  not 
be  able  to  prove  conclusively  that 
low  levels  of  toxic  contamination 


will  eventually  hurt  me;  but  it  can't 
prove  that  it  won't  either.  All  I  know 
is  that  these  things  were  not  in  the 
food  my  great,  great  grandparents 
ate,  and  that  I  don't  want  them  in  my 
food  either. 

The  same  thing  goes  for  geneti- 
cally modified  foods,  factory  farm 
meat,  pesticide  laden  produce,  and 
all  the  various  other  "innovations"  of 
the  late  twentieth  century  designed 
to  increase  productivity,  efficiency, 
and  of  course,  profit. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  every  farmer 
or  grocer  out  there  is  greedy  or 
cares  nothing  for  the  health  of  con- 
sumers— but  there  are  a  lot  of  people 
involved  with  a  lot  of  agendas,  plus  a 
whole  a  lot  of  science  and  technology 
which  may  take  generations  to  learn 
the  effects  of. 

Bottom  line,  I  really  don't  know 
what  all  this  stuff  may  eventually  do 
to  me.  Food  producers  and  vendors 
take  note:  As  a  consumer,  the  clean- 
est foods  I  can  find — free  of  chemi- 
cals or  artificial  tampering — are  the 
ones  that  will  get  my  money. 

I'm  not  a  Luddite,  but  I  also  have 
great  difficulty  trusting  other  peo- 
ple's judgment  when  it  comes  to  my 
health,  particularly  in  a  world  largely 
driven  by  the  almighty  dollar. 


DON^T  GET  ME  WRONG.  I  REALLY 

Appreciate  the  sacrifice,  but  next 
time  just  give  me  some  lasagne. 


Need  to  get  something 
off  your  chest? 

Write  for  Opinions 

Section  meetings  beginning  Wednesday  January  21, 11:00  a.m., 
@  the  Varsity,  380  Huron  St.  2nd  floor. 

Or,  send  letters  (max.  250  words)  and  opinions  (max.  600  words)  to: 

opinions@thevarsity.ca 


fcVARSITY 

380  Huron  Street,  Level  2  East 
Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6 


Editorial: 
(416)  946-7600 

E-mail: 
edltor@thevarsity.ca 


Advertising 
(416)  946-7604 


Editor-in-Chief 

David  Shiga 

Production  Manager 

Rogelio  Briseno 

News  Editor 

Ryan  Kennedy 

Plioto  Editor 

Kara  Dillon 

Science  Editor 

Zoe  Cormier 

Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor 

Tabassum  Siddiqui 


Sports  Editor 

Rebecca  Addelman 

Opinions  Editor 

Andy  Canivet 

Scarborough  Bureau  Chief 

Sarah  Barmak 

Erindale  Bureau  Chief 

Ali  Sana 

Associate  Sports  Editors 

Amara  Gossin 
Matt  Somers 

Associate  A&E  Editor 

Andrew  Bricker 


Associate  Science  Editors 

Joanne  Tang 
Justin  Trottier 

Associate  News  Editors 

Feon  Chau 
Naomi  Fance 
Bronwyn  Kienapple 
Graham  Scott 
Ian  Ha 

Associate  Photo  Editor 

Dennis  Choquette 


Contributors: 

Dan  Phelps,  Karyn  Lau,  John  Mackay,  Lindsay  Scorgie, 
Kimberley  Beltgens,  Melissa  Bzowy,  Mallory  Wankel, 
Jyll  Malbeuf,  Jonathan  Coutts-Zawadski,  Gavin  Brauer, 
Yasmin  Siddiqui,  Gisele  Ashkian,  Hilda  Hoy,  Anton 
Zaplakhov 

VARSITY  PUBLICATIONS: 

Chair  &  CEO 

Danny  Sundararajan 

Vice  President 

Jeremy  "Duke"  Burman 

General  Manager 

Andrew  Lefoley 


Ad  Sales  Manager 

Mohammad  M.  Irtiaj 

Ad  Designer 

Rogelio  Briseno 


feaiures@thevarsity.ca  ^     J— A.  X    \w/  X  V  I   i  Monday,  January  12, 2004  7 


ILLUSTRATION:  ANTON  ZAPLAKHOV 


Modern  slavery:  women  and 
the  new  world  of  exploitation 

All  over  the  world,  women  are  being  exploited  in  the  name  of  profit  through 
a  black  market  human  trafficking  industry  rivalled  only  by  guns  and  drugs. 


by  MELISSA  BZOWY&MALLORYWANKEL 

Globalization  has  changed  the 
world.  Commodities  are  bought 
and  sold  across  national  borders 
and  continents  with  unprec- 
edented frequency.  Unfortunately,  one  of 
the  hottest  commodities  in  this  new  world 
order  is  young  women. 

The  profits  gained  from  trafficking 
women  exceed  $8  billion  annually.  This  is 
comparable  to  the  lucrative  trade  in  guns 
and  drugs.  In  addition  to  the  considerable 
financial  gains,  there  are  also  fewer  risks 
in  trafficking  women  than  in  trafficking 
other  illegal  goods  such  as  arms,  drugs, 
and  endangered  species  of  animals  and 
plants.  These  factors  combined  draw 
many  people  into  the  business,  including 
well-established  crime  syndicates  such  as 
the  Japanese  Yakuza  and  the  Hong  Kong 
Triad. 

Law  enforcement  has  generally  proved 
inadequate  in  combating  this  problem, 
both  nationally  and  internationally.  This  is 
because  of  a  general  perception  that  traf- 
ficked women  migrate  willingly  and  allow 
themselves  to  be  sold.  According  to  Lois 
Chiang,  Assistant  Dean  at  U  of  T's  Faculty 
of  Law,  "The  impediments  [to  combating 
trafficking]  are  first  a  lack  of  understand- 


ing of  what  trafficking  is — and  this  in  not 
purely  a  legal  issue.  We  need  a  better  un- 
derstanding of  this  phenomenon,  and  this 
gets  intimately  tied  up  with  issues  around 
women's  agency  and  women's  sexuality." 

The  causes  of  trafficking  are  complex 
and  multifaceted.  The  intensification  of 
international  trade  and  foreign  direct 
investment  was  intended  to  improve  the 
economies  of  developing  countries.  Unfor- 
tunately, it  appears  that  the  opposite  has 
occurred  and  poverty  is  rising  in  many 


developing  countries.  Large  numbers  of 
women  are  now  leaving  their  home  coun- 
tries in  the  hope  of  finding  better  wages  in 
developed  countries. 

In  addition,  the  sexual  division  of  labour 
has  also  intensified  the  vulnerability  of 
young  women  (aged  15-25)  to  trafficking 
rings.  Girls  are  often  educated  to  lower 
levels  than  boys  and  have  fewer  work 
opportunities  in  skilled  professions.  The 
jobs  available  to  them  are  often  limited  to 
domestic  service  and  factory  work. 


The  merchandizing  of  women  takes  a 
variety  of  forms  including  forced  labour, 
mail-order  brides,  arranged  marriages 
and  slavery-like  practices  in  prostitution. 
As  such,  trafficking  may  be  defined  as  the 
exploitation  of  women  for  their  labour, 
with  or  without  pay  and  with  or  without 
their  consent. 

Surprisingly,  many  of  the  manifestations 
of  trafficking  can  be  found  in  our  own 
backyard.  According  to  Chiang,  "There  are 
many  instances  of  trafficking  in  women  in 
Canada — both  as  a  domestic  issue  and  a 
cross-border  issue.  As  a  domestic  issue, 
we  have  seen  in  the  press  stories  of  young 
girls  being  deceived  or  coerced  and  kept 
forcibly  confined  and  then  raped  by  either 
the  abductors  or  others  and  forced  into 
prostitution.  We  see  similar  stories  about 
women  being  brought  over  to  Canada  by 
traffickers  and  also  forced  into  prostitu- 
tion." 

In  total,  trafficking  in  people  within  Can- 
ada represents  a  market  of  $120  million 
to  $400  million,  affecting  8,000  to  16,000 
illegal  immigrants  annually. 

Within  a  historical  context,  some  of 
the  current  manifestations  of  trafficking 
actually  have  antecedents   in  Canada. 

Continued  on  next  page 
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The  filles  du  Roy  were  brought  to 
New  France  in  the  17"'  century  as 
potential  brides  for  the  men  who 
were  establishing  the  colony. 
They  served  as  the  forerunners 
of  the  2P'  century's  mail-order 
brides.  Later,  the  enslavement 
of  black  and  aboriginal  women 
in  Canada  during  the  18"'  century 
served  as  a  forerunner  to  the 
present  hiring  of  immigrant  live- 
in  caregivers. 

Now,  with  the  emergence  of 
catalogues  on  the  Internet,  there 
has  been  a  disturbing  prolifera- 
tion of  trafficking  in  Canada.  This 
is  compounded  by  the  fact  that 
the  status  of  immigrant  women 
in  Canada  may  be  precarious. 
The  situation  in  Asia,  however, 
is  much  worse.  The  sale  and  pur- 
chase of  young  women  is  perhaps 
most  common  in  that  region.  Be- 
cause, there  are  large  amounts  of 
money  to  be  made  from  traffick- 
ing. The  'breaking  of  the  hymen' 
in  India  where  by  men  pay  to 
have  sex  with  a  virgin  can  bring 
in  up  to  $26,000  (U.S.).  The  girls 
involved  earn  nothing  for  them- 
selves; all  the  money  generally 
goes  to  the  madam  and  others 
involved  in  the  exploitation. 

Trafficking  has  also  allowed  the 
terror  industry  to  flourish. 

"The  Al-Qaeda  terrorist  organi- 
zation currently  receives  a  large 
portion  of  its  funding  through 
the  human  trafficking  industry. 
Therefore,  trafficking  is  not 
merely  a  moral  issue.  It  is  also  an 
issue  of  strategic  security,"  notes 
Tommy  Calvert  of  the  American 
Anti-Slavery  Group. 

With  the  growth  of  HIV  infec- 
tion, some  foreigners  come  di- 


rectly to  Thai  villages  to  purchase 
virgins  for  sexual  purposes.  Since 
the  1990s,  both  local  and  foreign 
traffickers  have  aggressively 
recruited  young,  unmarried 
women  from  village  communi- 
ties. Women  from  ethnic  minori- 
ties and  from  the  neighbouring 
countries  of  Burma,  Cambodia 
and  south  China  are  particularly 
vulnerable. 

Predictably,  those  women  who 
do  contract  HIV  are  given  no  as- 
sistance. UNICEF  has  released 
reports  of  Burmese  sex  workers 
who  were  repatriated  to  Burma 
because  they  had  contracted  HIV, 
and  were  subsequently  executed 
with  cyanide  injections. 

Cambodia  also  presents  a  typi- 
cal case  study  of  how  intensify- 
ing globalization  has  increased 
the  vulnerability  of  young  women 
to  trafficking.  When  Cambodia 
became  open  to  economic  liber- 
alization after  20  years  of  isola- 
tion, tourism  increased  as  did 
the  presence  of  UN  troops  and 
foreign  workers. 

As  a  result,  there  was  also 
the  simultaneous  increase  in 
prostitution  and  trafficking  for 
this  purpose.  It  is  estimated  that 
35  per  cent  of  the  young  women 
involved  were  17  years  old  or 
younger. 

Most  surprisingly,  family  and 
friends  are  also  involved  in  the 
trafficking  of  young  women. 
Almost  half  of  the  prostitutes 
surveyed  by  the  Cambodian 
Women's  Development  Associa- 
tion (CWDA)  reported  that  they 
had  been  sold  into  prostitution 
by  relatives  or  friends  because  of 
poverty  and  lack  of  employment 
opportunities. 

In  addition  to  family  members, 


high-ranking  officials  are  also  in- 
volved in  the  trafficking  of  young 
women.  Immigration  officials  are 
paid  to  ignore  the  illegal  trans- 
port of  women  across  borders. 
NGOs  have  reported  incidences 
of  high-ranking  local  policemen 
receiving  free  sexual  services  in 
return  for  their  protection  of  an 
illegal  operation. 

Despite  this  grim  reality,  there 
are  several  constructive  things 
that  can  be  done  to  combat  this 
problem.  Katherine  Chon  of  the 


Polaris  Project,  an  anti-traffick- 
ing  advocacy  group,  cites  one 
practical  method  by  which  the 
US  is  combating  trafficking  in 
women.  "The  Trafficking  Victims 
Protection  Act  was  passed  in 
the  United  States  in  2000.  This 
provides  temporary  visas  for  un- 
documented immigrant  women 
who  have  been  trafficked  into  the 
sex  industry." 

According  to  Chiang,  "There 
are  challenging  issues  around 
women's  agency  in  the  .process 


of  trafficking  that  need  to  be  ad- 
dressed and  resolved  in  our  legal 
system.  Assuming  that  we  have 
laws  that  address  this  issue,  at 
a  practical  implementation  level, 
we  need  to  recognize  the  phe- 
nomenon of  trafficking  in  women 
as  both  a  domestic  issue  as  well 
as  one  involving  people  from 
other  countries.  Then,  our  laws 
and  our  support  systems  should 
be  examined  to  see  how  they  spe- 
cifically have  affected  those  cap- 
tured under  our  legal  system." 
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Consider  a  x^BTQQT  in 
Medical  Radiation  Sciences 


Medical  Radiation  Technologists  specialize  in  both 'Hi-Tech' and 
'Hi-Touch'.  Part  of  a  dynamic  team  of  health  professionals,  they 
work  closely  with  patients  and  use  advanced  technology,  to  aid 
in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  disease  and  injury.  Career 
opportunities  are  excellent,  as  there  is  a  shortage  of  Medical 
Radiation  Technologists  in  Ontario  and  around  the  world. 

Earn  a  degree  from  the  University  of  Toronto  and  a  diploma  from 
The  Michener  Institute  for  Applied  Health  Sciences,  and  get 
hands  on  experience  at  centres  across  Ontario.  Log  on  to 
www.utoronto.ca/radiationsciences  or  come  to  our  Medical 
Radiation  Sciences  Open  House  to  learn  more. 


Medical  Radiation  Science  Open  House 

Monday,  January  19, 2004 
5:00  -  7:00  pm 

The  Michener  Institute 
222  St.  Patrick  Street 
(416)596-3177 


ener.ca/radsci 
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DAY 


Course  Section 

Code       Code  Title 


Anatomy 

ANA300YI 

Y 

Human  Anatomy  and  Histology 

Anthropology 

ANT204Y 1 

F 

Social  &  Cultural  Anthropology 

ANT3I  lYI 

F 

Archaeological  Fieldwork 

ANT323YI 

F 

Popular  Culture  Studies 

ANT332YI 

F 

Human  Evolutionary  Anatomy 

ANT334YI 

Y 

Human  Skeletal  Biology 

Astronomy 

AST20 1 H 1 

F 

Stars  &  Galaxies 

Biochemistry 

BCH2I0HI 

Y 

Introductory  Biochemistry 

Biology 

RIO  1  ^C\Y  1 

Y 
1 

Organisms  in  their  Environment 

Y 
1 

Cell  &  Molecular  Biology 

BIO30IHI 

F 

Marine  Biology 

BIO305HI 

F 

Ontario  Field  Ecology 

BIO306HI 

Y 

Inter  University  Field  Course 

BIO307HI 

S 

Alpine  Ecosystems 

BIO308HI 

Y 

Biodiversity  and  Ecology  in  Indochina 

Botany 

BOT460YI 

Y 

Project  in  Botany 

BOT46IHI 

F 

Project  in  Botany 

BOT46IHI 

S 

Project  in  Botany 

BOT46IHI 

Y 

Project  in  Botany 

BOT462YI 

Y 

Advanced  Topics  in  Botany 

BOT463H 1 

F 

Advanced  Topics  in  Botany 

BOT463HI 

S 

Advanced  Topics  in  Botany 

BOT463H 1 

Y 

Advanced  Topics  in  Botany 

Chemistry 

CHMI38HI 

F 

Introductory  Organic  Chemistry  1 

CHMI39HI 

S 

Chemistry:  Physical  Principles 

CHM247H  1 

S 

Introductory  Organic  Chemistry  II 

Classics 

CLA204H 1 

F 

Introduction  to  Classical  Mythology 

CLA204H 1 

S 

Introduction  to  Classical  Mythology 

CLA23IHI 

S 

Introduction  to  Roman  History 

CLA232HI 

F 

Introduction  to  Greek  Society  & 

Culture 

Computer  Science 

CSCI48HI 

Y 

Introduction  to  Computer  Science 

CSC207H 1 

Y 

Software  Design 

CSC236HI 

Y 

Intro  to  Theory  Comp 

CSC343HI 

Y 

Introduction  to  Databases 

CSC364HI 

Y 

Computational  Complexity  & 

Computability 

CSC369HI 

Y 

Operating  Systems 

East  Asian  Studies 

EASI02YI 

Y 

Introduction  to  East  Asian 

Civilizations 

EAS2I7YI 

S 

Major  Aspects  of  Contemporary 

Korea 

EAS250H 1 

F 

Korean  Literature 

EAS269YI 

Y 

Tibetan  Buddhism  in  the  West 

EAS290Y 1 

Y 

Chinese  Language  for  Non 

Mandarin  Speakers  1 

EAS334Y 1 

S 

The  Chinese  Novel 

EAS340H  1 

F 

The  Chinese:  Society  &  Culture  in 

Transition 

EAS345HI 

F 

Rise  of  Greater  China:  Issues  & 

Topics 

Economics 

ECOIOOYI 

Y 

Introduction  to  Economics 

ECO200YI 

Y 

Microeconomic  Theory 

ECO202Y 1 

Y 

Macroeconomic  Theory  &  Policy 

ECO220YI 

Y 

Quantitative  Methods  in  Economics 

ECO230YI 

Y 

International  Economic  Institutions  & 

Policy 

EC032IYI 

Y 

Canadian  Economic  History  Since 

1500 

EC0328YI 

Y 

International  Economics 

EC0336YI 

Y 

Public  Economics 

EC0352HI 

S 

Special  Topics  in  Economics 

EC0354H1 

S 

Special  Topics  in  Economic  History 

ECO360YI 

Y 

Economic  Growth  and  Technological 

Change 

EC038IHI 

F 

Managerial  Economics  II:  Personnel 

Economics 

EC0429YI 

Y 

History  of  Economic  Thought 

English 

ENGIOOHI 

F 

Effective  Writing 

ENG  lOOH  1 

S 

Effective  Writing 

ENG2I4HI 

S 

The  Short  Story  Collection 

ENG220YI 

Y 

Shakespeare 

ENG234HI 

S 

Children's  Literature 

ENG329HI 

F 

Contemporary  British  Fiction 

ENG338YI 

F 

Modern  Drama 

ENG36IHI 

S 

American  Fiction  Since  I960 

c  o  u 


Course  Section 

Code       Code  Title 


Fine  Art 

r 

Arts  of  Baroque  Rome 

FAH377H 1 

s 

Toronto  Architecture 

FAH384HI 

F 

Cubism  and  Related  Movements 

French 

PD  C  1  70  Ul  1 

rKt 1 /Zn 1 

c 

r 

French  Grammar,  within  Reason 

roL  lUUn  1 

c 

r 

French  for  Beginners  1 

CCI  IA')l-l  1 

c 
o 

French  for  Beginners  II 

CCI    1      1  V  1 

rsL 1 zl T 1 

T 

Intermediate  French 

CCI    1  Z  1  V  1 

rbL 1 6 1 T  1 

V 

T 

Practical  French 

German 

/"CD  ir»r\v  1 
(jtK  lUUT  1 

Y 
T 

Introduction  to  German  1 

/""CD  TrvrtV  1 

CjcKzOOt  I 

T 

Introduction  to  German  II 

CD      1  C  V  1 

GfcRz 1 31 1 

T 

Reading  German 

^»  1  

Geography 

GGRIOOYI 

Y 

Introduction  to  Physical  Geography 

GGR249HI 

s 

Contemporary  Latin  America 

D  T  C  T  LJ  1 

CjCjKibzH  1 

c 
r 

Marketing  Geography 

c 

incroaucT-ory  MnaiYxiCdi  i  icldous 

GGR272HI 

F 

Geographic  Information  &  Mapping  1 

GGR323HI 

F 

Issues  in  Population  Geography 

GGR33IHI 

F 

Resource  &  Environmental  Theory 

GGR332HI 

S 

Urban  Waste  Management 

Geology 

vjLlo  1  lUM  1 

c 

Introductory  Geology 

(z\  <^'?4ni-i  1 

Y 

neiQ  V— oursc  i.  vvnite  risn  raii^ 

PM'i  r>if"/^i  1 1  i  n   1  do  r^/H 
1  Idf IILUUIIII  l^ldllU 

(Z\  r^AA^.lJ  1 

oLo^^jn 1 

Y 
1 

riciQ  v—ourse  ii.  Denny  Deit 

ri\  riAAQij  1 
vjLo*T*Ton  1 

Y 
1 

rieiQ  v—ourse  in.  v„naiK  r\iver 

Greek 

GRK200H 1 

F 

Intensive  Intermediate  Ancient  Greek 

History 

HIS220YI 

S 

The  Shape  of  Mediaeval  Society 

HIS232YI 

Y 

The  British  Imperial  Experience 

HIS242HI 

F 

Europe  in  the  20th  Century 

HIS243HI 

S 

Early  Modern  Europe  1450  1648 

HIS263YI 

F 

Introduction  to  Canadian  History 

HIS282YI 

Y 

mscory  oi  joutn  rNsia 

HIS363HI 

F 

Dynamics  of  Gender  in  Canadian 

History 

HIS375YI 

Y 

rni  bLUi  Y  ui  ^v/Li  1  v^ci  iLUi  V  ryi  iici  ii_ai  i 

Popular  Culture 

HIS385HI 

S 

The  History  of  Hong  Kong 

HIS438HI 

F 

Inquisition  &  Society  in  Medieval  and 

Early  Modern  Europe 

Innis  College 

INII  I5YI 

Y 

.               CI       C  J 

introduction  to  Film  Study 

Joint  Courses 

JGI346HI 

F 

The  Urban  Planning  Process  In 

Canada 

JMC30IYI 

Y 

State  and  Society  in  20th  Century 

cnina 

JZP326HI 

F 

Biological  Rhythms 

Mathematics 

MATI33YI 

Y 

Calculus  &  Linear  Algebra  for 

Commerce 

MATI35YI 

Y 

Calculus  1 

MATI37YI 

Y 

Calculus! 

MAT223HI 

Y 

Linear  Algebra  1 

MAT224H 1 

Y 

Linear  Algebra  II 

MAT235YI 

Y 

Calculus  II 

MAT244H 1 

Y 

Introduction  to  Ordinary  Differential 

Equations 

Management 

MGTI20HI 

F 

Financial  Accounting  1 

MGT223HI 

S 

Management  Accounting  1 

MGT252HI 

F 

Principles  of  Marketing 

MGT295YI 

F 

Special  Topics 

MGT32IHI 

F 

Auditing 

MGT337YI 

Y 

Business  Finance 

New  College 

NEWI60YI 

Y 

Introduction  to  Women's  Studies 

NEW365HI 

S 

Gender  Issues  in  the  Law 

Near  &  Middle  Eastern  Civilizations 

NMC236HI 

F 

Elementary  Modern  Hebrew  1 

NMC237HI 

S 

Elementary  Modern  Hebrew  II 

NMC278YI 

Y 

Introduction  to  the  Modern  Middle 

East 

NMC336YI 

Y 

Intermediate  Modern  Hebrew 

NMC434YI 

Y 

Advanced  Modern  Hebrew 

Philosophy 

PHL200YI 

Y 

Ancient  Philosophy 

PHL2  lOYI 

Y 

17th  and  18th  Century  Philosophy 

PHL275H  1 

S 

Introduction  to  Ethics 

PHL365HI 

S 

Political  Philosophy 

R  S  E  S 


Course 

Section 

Code 

Code 

Title 

Political  Science 

POL203YI 

Y 

Politics  &  Government  of  the  United 

States 

POL30IYI 

F 

Government  &  Politics  in  Africa 

POL397YI 

Y 

Research  Participation 

POL454Y 1 

F 

International  Political  Economy 

Psychology 

P5Y202H  1 

c 

Statistics  II 

c 

r 

Introduction  to  Social  Psychology 

r 

1(1  tl  UUUQ.LIUI  1         /AUI  l(JI  1 1  lal  rdVLIIUIUEy 

PSY290H 1 

F 

Physiological  Psychology 

PSY3I2HI 

S 

Cognitive  Development 

PSY323HI 

F 

Sex  Roles  &  Behaviour 

rbT jZoH 1 

Social  Cognition 

PSY327H 1 

F 

Psychology  of  the  Mass  Media 

PSY328H 1 

F 

Psychology  and  the  Law 

PSY333HI 

F 

Health  Psychology 

PSY334HI 

F 

Maps  of  Meaning:  The  Architecture  of 

DCIICI 

PSY343HI 

S 

Theories  of  Psychotherapy  and 

Psychotherapy 

PSY393HI 

F 

Cognitive  Neurosclence 

PSY394H 1 

F 

Physiology  &  Psychology  of  Emotion 

Sociology 

SOC2I4YI 

F 

Sociology  of  the  Family 

SOC309YI 

F 

Sociology  of  Aids 

SOC327YI 

F 

Families  and  Health 

SOC369YI 

F 

Canadian  Community 

SOC370YI 

F 

Sociology  of  Labour 

Spanish 

SPAIOOYi 

Y 

Spanish  for  Beginners 

Statistics 

STA257H 1 

F 

Probability  &  Statistics  1 

Victoria  College 

VIC322HI 

S 

lV>rii^c  in  S^mirtfi^c 
lUL/IL.^  Ill  Jcl 

Visual  Studies 

VISI30HI 

Y 

Visual  Strategies 

VIS20IHI 

F 

Painting:  Methods  &  Materials 

VIS205HI 

F 

Drawing 

VIS305HI 

S 

Drawing  &  Painting 

VIS3 19HI 

S 

Defining  Landscapes 

Zoology 

Z00252YI 

Y 

Introductory  Animal  Physiology 

Z00299YI 

Y 

Research  Opportunity  Program 

ZOO304HI 

F 

Field  Ornithology 

Z00322HI 

F 

Behaviour  and  Behavioural  Ecology 

Z0036IHI 

Y 

Field  Entomology 

ZOO399Y0 

Y 

Independent  Experiential  Study 

Project 

Z00498YI 

Y 

Project  in  Zoology  1 

Z00499YI 

Y 

Project  in  Zoology  II 

EVENING  COURSES 


Icode  Code 

Title  1 

Aboriginal  Studi< 

es 

ABS34IHI 

S 

North  American  Indigenous  Theatre 

Actuarial  Science 

ACT240H 1 

F 

Mathematics  of  Investment  &  Credit 

ACT245H 1 

S 

Fundamental  Principles  of  Actuarial 

Science 

ACT247H 1 

S 

Introductory  Life  Contingencies 

Anthropology 

ANTIOOYI 

Y 

Introduction  to  Anthropology 

ANT200Y 1 

Y 

Introduction  to  Prehistoric 

Archaeology 

ANT203YI 

Y 

Human  Biology  &  Evolution 

ANT253HI 

F 

Language  &  Society 

Astronomy 

AST2I0HI 

S 

The  History  &  Nature  of 

Astronomical  Discovery 

Chemistry 

CHM220HI 

S 

Physical  Chemistry  for  Life  Sciences 

Classics 

CLA368H 1 

F 

Augustus  &  the  Julio  Claudians 

Computer  1 

Science 

CSC  I04H 1 

Y 

The  Why  &  How  of  Computing 

CSC  108H 1 

Y 

Introduction  to  Computer 

Programming 

CSC209H 1 

Y 

Softv^are  Tools  &  Systems 

Programming 

CSC236HI 

Y 

Introduction  to  the  Theory  of 

Computation 

CSC258H 1 

Y 

Computer  Organization 

CSC263HI 

Y 

Data  Structures  &  Analysis 

CSC324HI 

Y 

Principles  of  Programming  Languages 

CSC343HI 

Y 

Introduction  to  Databases 

CSC364H 1 

Y 

Computational  Complexity  & 

Computability 

CSC443HI 

Y 

Database  System  Technology 

East  Asian  Studies 

^ryjAKJZ.  1  1 

Y 
1 

JdUall  &  Lllc  IIILCIMCL 

EAS203YI 

Y 

China  &  the  Internet 

EAS233HI 

F 

History  of  China's  Performing  Arts 

EAS337YI 

Y 

Chinese  Literature:  A  Survey  Course 

Economics 

ECO  lOOYI 

Y 

Introduction  to  Economics 

ECOI05YI 

Y 

Principles  of  Economics  for  Non 

Specialists 

ECO200Y1 

Y 

Microeconomic  Theory 

ECO202YI 

Y 

Macroeconomic  Theory  &  Policy 

ECO206YI 

Y 

Microeconomic  Theory 

ECO208YI 

Y 

Macroeconomic  Theory 

ECO209YI 

Y 

Macroeconomic  Theory 

ECO220YI 

Y 

Quantitative  Methods  in  Economics 

EC0227YI 

Y 

Quantitative  Methods  in  Economics 

EC0324YI 

Y 

Economic  Development 

EC0325HI 

F 

Advanced  Economic  Theory  Macro 

EC0326HI 

S 

Advanced  Economic  Theory  Micro 

EC0333YI 

Y 

Urban  Economics 

English 

ENG  lOOH  1 

F 

Effective  Writing 

ENG  lOOH  1 

S 

Effective  Writing 

ENGI40YI 

Y 

Literature  for  Our  Time 

ENG202YI 

Y 

Major  British  Writers 

ENG2I3HI 

F 

The  Short  Story 

ENG2I6YI 

Y 

20th  Century  Canadian  Fiction 

ENG234HI 

F 

Children's  Literature 

ENG244YI 

Y 

1 8th  Century  Literature 

ENG300YI 

Y 

Chaucer 

ENG324YI 

Y 

Fiction  1832  1900 

ENG329HI 

S 

Contemporary  British  Fiction 

ENG332YI 

Y 

Drama  to  1 642 

ENG359YI 

Y 

American  Literature  1880  I960 

ENG36IHI 

F 

American  Fiction  Since  I960 

ENG43IHI 

S 

Studies  in  an  Individual  Canadian 

Writer 

ENG432H 1 

F 

Studies  in  an  Individual  Canadian 

Writer 

ENG444Y 1 

Y 

Studies  in  20th  Century  Literature 

ENG455HI 

F 

Studies  in  Renaissance  Literature 

Fine  Art 

FAH205H  1 

F 

Aegean,  Greek  and  Roman  Art 

FAH26IHI 

F 

Introduction  to  Mediaeval  Art  & 

Architecture 

FAH274H 1 

F 

Renaissance  Art  &  Architecture 

FAH28IHI 

F 

Architecture  in  the  Age  of 

Historicism  (1750  1900) 

FAH282H 1 

S 

Modern  Architecture  since  1890 

FAH302HI 

S 

Roman  Architecture 

FAH3 19H 1 

S 

Illuminated  Manuscript 

FAH367HI 

S 

The  Graphic  Arts 

FAH395HI 

F 

Special  Topics  in  Art  History 

FAH402H 1 

S 

International  Art  Since  1940 

Course  Section 

Code       Code  Title 


French 

FRE364YI 

Y 

The  Golden  Age  of  the  Novel 

FRE368HI 

F 

Studies  in  the  20th  Century  French 

Novel  1 

FRE375YI 

F 

Connparative  Stylistics 

FSLIOIHI 

F 

French  for  Beginners  II 

FSLI8IYI 

Y 

Language  Practice  1 

FSL28IYI 

Y 

Language  Practice  II:  Written  &  Oral 

French 

Geography 

GGR246H 1 

s 

CiPDpranhv  nf  Canada 

GGR3  I4H  1 

F 

In  l/~iria  1  \A/a  rmi  no 

GGR368H 1 

F 

(^pniJranhv  of  1  anoijatjp 

V3vjr\~jvn  1 

F 

p^oni^^l  i^ooorarinv/ 
(  icui^di  vJcijei  dUi  ly 

GLG205HI 

F 

Confronting  Global  Change 

History 

HISI03YI 

Y 

Statecraft  &  Strategy;  An  Introduction 

to  the  History  of  International 

Relations 

HIS27IYI 

Y 

American  History  Since  1 607 

HIS3I  lYI 

Y 

Introduction  to  Canadian 

International  Relations 

HIS332HI 

F 

Crime  &  Society  in  England 

HIS355HI 

S 

Crime  &  Society  in  England  Since 

1800 

HIS364HI 

F 

Studies  in  the  History  of  Modern 

India 

HIS375YI 

Y 

History  of  20th  Century  American 

Popular  Culture 

HIS389HI 

F 

Topics  in  History:  The  African 

Diaspora 

HIS394HI 

S 

South  Asian  Migration  and  Settlement 

HIS425H  1 

F 

Historiography 

History  &  Philosophy  of  Science  &  Technology 

HPS2  lOHl 

F 

Scientific  Revolutions  1 

HPS2I  IHI 

S 

Scientific  Revolutions  II 

Italian 

ITA3I2HI 

F 

Mediaeval  Italian  Literature  in 

Translation;  Petrarch  &  Boccaccio 

ITA363HI 

F 

Italian  Sociolinguistics 

Joint  Courses 

JLP374H 1 

S 

Psychology  of  Language 

Linguistics 

LINIOOYI 

Y 

Introduction  to  General  Linguistics 

LIN200HI 

F 

Introduction  to  Language 

LIN203HI 

F 

English  Words 

LIN204HI 

S 

English  Grammar 

LIN228HI 

S 

Phonetics 

LIN23IHI 

F 

Morphological  Patterns  in  Language 

Mathematics 

MATI24HI 

Y 

Calculus  &  Linear  Algebra  for 

Commerce  (B) 

MATI26HI 

F 

Calculus  1  (B) 

MATI33YI 

Y 

Calculus  &  Linear  Algebra  for 

Commerce 

MATI35YI 

Y 

Calculus  1 

MAT223HI 

Y 

Linear  Algebra  1 

MAT224H 1 

Y 

Linear  Algebra  II 

MAT235YI 

Y 

Calculus  II 

MAT237YI 

Y 

Multivariable  Calculus 

MAT30IHI 

Y 

Groups  &  Symmetries 

MAT334HI 

Y 

Complex  Variables 

Management 

MGTI20HI 

F 

Financial  Accounting  1 

MGT220H  1 

S 

Financial  Accounting  II 

MGT224H 1 

F 

Financial  Accounting  Theory  and 

Policy  1 

MGT322HI 

S 

Financial  Accounting  Theory  and 

Policy  II 

MGT337YI 

Y 

Business  Finance 

MGT37IHI 

F 

Introduction  to  Business  Information 

Systems 

MGT393HI 

F 

Legal  Environment  of  Business  1 

MGT42 1 H 1 

S 

Advanced  Auditing  Topics 

MGT422H 1 

S 

Computer  Auditing 

MGT426H  1 

F 

Advanced  Accounting 

MGT460H  1 

F 

Human  Resource  Management 

New  College 

NEW365HI 

S 

Gender  Issues  in  the  Law 

NEW367HI 

F 

Women  &  Health 

NEW368HI 

S 

Women  in  World  Culture 

Course  Section 

Code       Code  Title 


Philosophy 

PHL20IHI 

F 

Inf  r/^Hi  i/"t"ion  fi"!  Phi cinhv 
II ILI  UUU^LKJI  1          r  1 1I HJ3(J|JI  IJf 

PHL230HI 

F 

Introduction  to  Epistemology 

PHL23  1 H 1 

F 

InrrnHiirfinn  tn  MpMnhvsics 

PHL243HI 

S 

r  1 1 1  nj^uiji  1  y  \ji  jc^udiiLv 

PHL245HI 

F 

1    lUUCI  II    jy  I  I  IIJ\Jll\,  L.KJ^I'^ 

PHL267HI 

S 

Philoconhv  Fpminicrn 
1  1 1 1  ii_'^uui  1  y  \ji  1  ciiiiiiidiii 

PHL28IYI 

Y 

UIVJd.1  llk-^ 

PHL320HI 

S 

Phf^rmmpnolnCTV 
r  1  Id  i^ji  1  ici  iKj\\jc^y 

PHL345HI 

S 

I  nf  (^rm  A/Hiafp  1  /^air 

I I  1  LCI  llldJIdLC  ^VJglV. 

PHL382HI 

F 

Ethics:  Death  &  Dying 

Physics 

PHYI38YI 

Y 

Physics  for  the  Life  Sciences  1 

Political  Science 

POLI03YI 

Y 

Canada  &  the  World's  Democracies 

POL200YI 

Y 

Political  Theory:  Visions  of  the 

Just/Good  Society 

POL20IYI 

Y 

Politics  of  Development:  Issues  & 

Challenges 

POL208YI 

Y 

Introduction  to  International 

Relations 

POL2I3YI 

Y 

Media, Technology  &  Politics 

POL2I4YI 

Y 

Canadian  Government  &  Politics 

POL242YI 

Y 

Introduction  to  Research  Methods 

POL320YI 

Y 

Modern  Political  Thought 

POL330Y1 

Y 

Politics  &  Morality 

POL340YI 

Y 

International  Law 

POL345H 1 

F 

Becoming  Israel:  War,  Peace,  and  the 

Politics  of  Israel's  Identity 

POL4 1 8H  1 

Y 

Politics  &  Planning  in  Third  World 

Cities 

POL438H  1 

Y 

Topics  in  Comparative  Politics  1 

Phvcinln  w 

PSL302YI 

Y 

Human  Physiology 

Psychology 

PSY  lOOYI 

Y 

Introductory  Psychology 

PSY20 1 H 1 

F 

Statistics  1 

PSY202H 1 

S 

Statistics  II 

PSY2  lOH  1 

S 

Introduction  to  Development 

PSY230H 1 

F 

Personality  &  Its  Transformations 

PSY260H 1 

S 

Introduction  to  Learning 

PSY270H 1 

F 

Introduction  to  Cognitive  Psychology 

PSY280H 1 

F 

Introduction  to  Perception 

PSY3 1 3H  1 

s 

Psychology  of  Aging 

PSY34 1 H 1 

1  tJ  1  -Ji  1  1  1  1 

s 

Psychopathologies  of  Childhood 

PSY342H 1 

F 

Cognition  and  Psychopathology 

PSY372HI 

s 

Human  Memory 

Rplioion 

RLGIOOYI 

Y 

Major  Religious  Traditions,  East  & 

West 

RLG206YI 

Y 

The  Buddhist  Religious  Tradition 

RLG2I lYI 

Y 

Introduction  to  the  Psychology  of 

Religion 

RLG280YI 

Y 

^Vorld  Religions:  A  Comparative 

Study 

RL'G324H  1 

F 

Paul  ofTarsus 

Sociology 

SOCIOIYI 

Y 

Infmni  irrion  m  So^"lo  octv 

IIILI  L^UU^LIV^II    LW  •J\jy—l\Jl\JtLj 

SOC200YI 

Y 

Introduction  to  Social  Research 

SOC203YI 

Y 

History  of  Social  Theory 

SOC2I2YI 

Y 

Deviance  &  Control 

SOC250YI 

Y 

J^J^HJIWEY    \Jl  IXCIIglLJII 

SOC306YI 

Y 

Crime  &  Delinquency 

SOC3I7YI 

Y 

Industrial  Sociology 

SOC365YI 

Y 

Gender  Relations 

Spanish 

SPAIOOYI 

Y 

Spanish  for  Beginners 

SPA220YI 

Y 

Intermediate  Spanish 

SPA320YI 

Y 

Advanced  Spanish 

Statistics 

STA220H 1 

F 

The  Practice  of  Statistics  1 

STA22IHI 

S 

The  Practice  of  Statistics  II 

STA247H 1 

F 

Probability  with  Computer 

Applications 

STA250H 1 

S 

Statistical  Concepts 

STA26IHI 

S 

Probability  &  Statistics  II 

STA302HI 

F 

Regression  Analysis 

STA322HI 

S 

Design  of  Sample  Surveys 

STA347H 1 

F 

Probability 

University  College 

UNI255HI 

F 

History  &  Perspectives  in  Sexual 

Diversity 

Woodsworth  College 

WDW244H 1 

F 

Labour  Relations 

WDW260H 1 

F 

Organizational  Behaviour 

WDW387H 1 

F 

Legal  Regulation  of  Morality 

Zoology 

Z00332HI 

F 

Neurobiology 

A&S  SUMMER  PROGRAM  2004 


This  is  a  preliminary  list  of  Arts  and  Science  courses  to  be  offered  during  the  2004 
summer  session  on  the  St.  George  campus  of  the  University  of  Toronto,  and  at  several 
international  locations.  The  list  was  compiled  in  late  December  The  A&S  summer 
program  is  also  posted  on  the  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science  web  site  at 
www.artsandscience.utoronto.ca/ofr/timetable/summer.The  information  on  the  web 
site  will  be  revised  during  February  and  March. The  final  timetable,  including  the  times, 
rooms,  and  names  of  instructors  will  be  available  by  the  end  of  March.  There  will  be 
changes  in  the  program. 

Codes  Used  in  the  Course  Listings  

Course  Code  column: 

•  3  letters  denoting  the  department  or  college  sponsoring  the  course 

•  3  numbers  denoting  the  level 

•  I  letter  indicating  the  credit  or  full  course  equivalent  (FCE)  value 
(H  =  0.5  credit,  Y=  1.0  credit) 

•  I  number  indicating  the  campus  (I  =  St.  George  campus, 
0  =  international  location) 

For  example,  ANT  lOOY  I  is  a  100  level  course  taught  by  the  Department  of 
Anthropology,  with  a  credit  value  of  I,  taught  at  the  St.  George  campus. 

Section  Code  column: 

•  F  =  offered  May  17  to  June  25 

•  S  =  offered  July  5  to  August  1 3 

•  Y  =  offered  May  1 7  to  August  1 3 

Title  column: 

The  title  of  the  course  as  it  appears  in  the  Calendar. 


Dates 


Course  Enrolment 

Course  enrolment  begins  Monday,  April  12  at  6.00  a.m.  on  the  SWS  for  Arts 
&  Science  students  registered  on  the  St.  George  campus 

Course  enrolment  begins  Tuesday,  April  20  at  6:00  a.m.  on  the  SWS  for 
students  from  other  faculties/divisions  including  UTM  and  UTSC. 

Beginning  and  Ending  of  Classes 

Section  Code 
F 
Y 
S 

Examination  Periods 

June  28  30 


Classes  Begin 
May  17 
May  17 
Julys 


Classes  End 
June  25 
August  13 
August  13 


August  1 6  20 


Final  examinations  in  courses  with  an  F  section  code; 
term  tests  in  courses  with  aY  section  code 
Final  examinations  in  courses  with  S  and  Y  section 
codes 


University  Closure 

The  University  will  be  closed  May  24,  July  I,  July  2  and  August  2. 

Please  note  that  all  courses  have  enrolment  limitations,  in  MGT  courses, 
the  number  of  places  for  visiting  and  non  degree  students  is  very  limited. 

12  January  2004 


2004  INTERNATIONAL  SUMMER  PROGRAM 


For  detailed  information,  see  www.summerabroad.utoronto.ca. 
Application  deadlines: 

•  Monday,  February  2,  2004  for  Hong  Kong  scholarships 

•  Monday,  March  I,  2004  for  all  other  programs  and  Hong  Kong 
non  scholarship  applications. 

The  Summer  Program  in  Berlin,  Germany  (J"'/      to  August  30) 

Information  Session: 

February  11,57  p.m.,  OlSE,  252  Bloor  St.  W,  Room  2211 

HIS395Y0  Topics  in  History:  Architecture  and  Political 

Community  in  20th  Century  Berlin 

MUS320Y0/MUS330Y0*         Special  Topics  in  Music  History  and  Culture:  The 

Musician  in  Historical  Society 

The  Summer  Program  in  Brno,  Czech  Republic   Central  Europe 
(May  21  to  June  26) 

Information  Session: 

February  4,  5  7  p.m.,  OlSE,  252  Bloor  St.  W,  Room  2  211 

POL366Y0*  The  New  Europe:  Culture,  Politics  and  Society  in 

Central  Europe 

The  Summer  Program  in  Guadalajara,  Mexico  (July  18  to  August  21) 

Information  Session: 

January  29,  5  7  p.m.,  OlSE,  252  Bloor  St.W,  Room  2  211 
SPA254H0  Mexican  Culture 

SPA28IY0  Art  &  Politics  in  20th  Century  Mexico  (taught  in 

English) 

SPA3I7H0  Grammar  &  Language  Practice 

SPA387H0  Contemporary  Mexican  Literature 

The  Summer  Program  in  Hong  Kong,  China  (July  18  to  August  21) 

Information  Session: 

January  14,  6  8  p.m.,  George  Ignatieff  Theatre,  1 5  Devonshire  Place 

EAS395Y0  Special  Topics  in  East  Asian  Studies:  Demystifying 

Chinese  Culture  and  Society 

HIS385Y0  The  History  of  Hong  Kong 

MGT220H0  &  MGT223H0      Financial  Accounting  II  and  Management  Accounting  I 

(Commerce  students  only) 

MGT290H0  &  MGT29IH0      Financial  Accounting  II  and  Management  Accounting  I 

(Non  commerce  students  only) 

MGT295Y0  Special  Topics  in  International  Management 


The  Summer  Program  in  Oxford,  England  0*^1/  3 1  to  August  29) 

Information  Session: 

January  22,5  7  p.m.,  George  Ignatieff  Theatre,  1 5  Devonshire  Place 

HIS238Y0*  British  Government  and  Society,  1500  1800: 

The  Interaction  of  Culture  and  Politics 

HIS306Y0  Culture,  Society  and  Gender  in  England,  1560  1730 

MGT295Y0  Special  Topics    Modern  Business:  The  European 

Perspective 

The  Summer  Program  in  Siena,  Italy  (July  24  to  August  29) 

Information  Session: 

February  24,5  7  p.m.,  George  Ignatieff  Theatre,  1 5  Devonshire  Place 

ECO250Y0/ECO350Y0  European  Regional  Economics 

FAH332Y0  Painting  and  Sculpture  in  Florence  and  Siena 

Art  in  Transition:Tuscan  Painting  of  14th  and  Early 


HIS395Y0 


ITA235Y0 


15th  Centuries 

Topics  in  History:Two  Souths  The  Italian 
Mezzogiorno  and  the  American  South  in  Comparative 
Perspective 

Conversation  and  Culture:  Intermediate  Italian. 
Intensive  Oral  Practice 

Modern  Italian  Culture 

Florence  and  the  Renaissance 


ITA  358/359Y0 
VIC440Y0 

The  Summer  Program  in  Sydney,  Australia  0"'/  3  to  August  7) 

Information  Session: 

January  21,57  p.m.,  OlSE,  252  Bloor  St.  W,  Room  2211 
POL356Y0  Australia  in  Transition 

The  Summer  Program  in  Tell  el  Masha'la,  Egypt  (June  12  to  July  31) 

Application  deadline  was  November  17,2003. 

NMC26IY0  Field  Archaeology 

The  Summer  Program  in  Tours,  France  (July  2  to  July  31) 

Information  Session: 

February  10,5  7  p.m.,  George  Ignatieff  Theatre,  1 5  Devonshire  Place 
FCS  399Y0  The  Culture  of  Touraine 

French  Language  courses:  FSLIOOHO,  I02H0,  FSLI2IY0,  FSLI6IY0,  FSLI8IY0, 
FSL26 1 YO,  FSL28 1 YO,  FSL36 1 YO,  FSL38 1 YO,  FSL46 1 YO,  FSL482H0, 483H0 

*  New  courses  pending  approval 
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SCIENCE  BRIEFS 


Ten  per  cent  of  st£irs 
may  have  life 

New  resccirch  from  Australia  suggests 
that  a  full  one  tenth  of  the  stars  in  the 
Milky  Way  Galaxy  could  have  the  right 
conditions  in  their  vicinity  to  harbour 
life.  Moreover,  the  majority  of  these 
stars  are  a  billion  years  older  than  our 
own  sun,  theoretically  giving  much  more 
time  for  life  to  evolve  than  we've  had.  The 
findings  come  from  the  idea  of  a  "galactic 
habitable  zone,"  a  ring  about  25,000  light 
years  from  the  center  of  the  Milky  Way. 
Scientists  stress  that  planets  in  this  zone 
do  not  necessarily  contain  life,  but  might 
have  the  right  conditions.  In  order  for  a 
planet  to  be  considered  "suitable"  for 
life,  it  must  orbit  a  star  in  this  zone,  have 
sufficient  amounts  of  heavy  metal,  be  far 
enough  from  any  exploding  supernova, 
and  have  existed  for  at  least  four  billion 
years . 
-ZOE  CORMIER 
Source:  New  Scientist 

Grant  money  spent  on 
skipping  stones 

French  physicists  have  used  the  tools 
of  science  to  confirm  what  young  boys 
have  known  for  thousands  of  years.  By 
firing  aluminum  discs  into  a  two  metre 
long  tank  of  water  they  found  that 
stones  that  are  round,  flat,  spinning, 
and  travelling  fast  will  bounce  more. 
They  also  found  that  a  spinning  stone 
should  hit  the  water  at  a  20  degree 
angle  in  order  to  achieve  maximum 
bounce.  The  world  record  for  stone 
skipping  was  set  in  1992  when  a  man 
in  Texas  skipped  a  stone  38  times.  This 
new  research  could  have  applications 
for  space  exploration  as  space  shuttles 
act  much  like  skipping  stones  on  reen- 
try into  the  atmosphere. 
-Z.C. 

Source;  Nature 

Stone  age  Siberians 

New  findings  from  Russia  suggest  that 
stone-age  people  lived  north  of  the 
Arctic  Circle  much  earlier  than  was 
previously  thought.  A  newly  discovered 
site  of  human  settlement  from  eastern 
Siberia  along  the  Yanu  River  is  twice  the 
age  of  the  oldest  previously  known  Arctic 
settlement,  carbon-dated  at  30,000  years 
old.  The  area  is  about  2,000  kilometres 
from  the  Bering  Strait.  Archaeologists 
have  long  suspected  that  some  of  the 
earliest  Americans  crossed  the  Bering 
land  bridge  from  northeastern  Asia. 
However,  scientists  had  little  evidence 
of  Arctic  settlements  in  Asia  older  than 
14,000  years — the  age  of  the  earliest 
Alaskan  sites.  The  age  of  the  Yanu  River 
site  shows  that  people  lived  in  an  Arctic 
ecosystem  much  earlier  than  previously 
thought,  and  might  have  reached  Alaska 
earlier 
-DARIEN  DAVIS 
Source:  New  Scientist 


The  Varsity  Mars  series:  part 

Astronaut  to  land  at  U  of  T 


I 


by  JOANNE  TANG 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Thanks  to  a  group  of  ambitious  stu- 
dents. Convocation  Hall  will  play  host 
this  Friday  to  Canadian  astronaut 
Chris  Hadfield  for  a  special  guest 
lecture.  Titled  "Expanding  Canada's 
Frontiers:  To  Mars  and  Beyond,"  the 
lecture  will  also  feature  Darlene  Lim, 
an  expert  on  Mars  exploration  and  a 
Ph.D.  student  in  geology  at  U  of  T. 

The  U  of  T  Astronomy  and  Space 
Exploration  Society  (UTASX),  found- 
ed earlier  this  year  by  third  year 
student  Justin  Trottier,  organized 
the  event.  The  society's  mission  is  to 
spread  awareness  of  the  relevance  of 
the  cosmos  to  life  on  earth. 

Astronomy  "is  like  environmental 
science,  only  in  a  much  larger  scale," 
says  Carmen  Marra,  Vice-Present  of 
the  Society,  who  is  completing  his 
first  year  in  U  of  T's  Planetary  Sci- 
ence program. 

We  have  learned  in  the  last  century 
that  Earth  is  not  a  closed  system.  The 
galaxy  affects  the  solar  system  the 
way  the  solar  system  affects  Earth, 
Marra  says.  Changes  on  Earth  affect 
life  on  the  planet,  and  the  study  of 
space  is  as  fundamental  as  geology 
to  understanding  our  planet,  say  the 
club  founders. 

"With  the  pollution  we  have,  and 
the  urban  sprawl,  people  are  cut  off 
from  the  stars,"  Marra  continues. 
"We  don't  have  the  dark  skies  like  our 
ancestors  did.  I  think  that's  had  an  ef- 
fect on  people.  It  may  be  a  very  subtle 
effect,  but  I  think  it's  there.  You  can 
sense  in  people  that  there's  the  need 
to  know  about  the  wider  world." 


Two  weeks  ago,  a  NASA  space- 
craft flew  by  a  comet  named  Star- 
dust. The  spacecraft  took  pictures 
as  it  flew  within  200  km.  It  also 
collected  samples  of  the  comet. 
"One  of  the  best  reasons  to  study 
comets  is  that's  where  we  think  all 
the  water  in  our  oceans  came  from," 
says  Marra. 

The  society  organized  its  first 
event  in  November,  watching  the 
lunar  eclipse  through  the  telescope 
at  the  U  of  T-affiliated  David  Dunlap 
Observatory  (DDO)  in  Richmond 
Hill.  The  DDO  is  a  research  center 
of  the  Department  of  Astronomy 


and  Astrophysics  and  its  telescope 
is  the  largest  in  Canada. 

The  staff  at  DDO  made  the  event 
a  success.  As  Trottier  comments, 
"They  were  amateur  astronomers 
who  had  day  jobs,  but  here  they 
were,  helping  us  and  showing  us 
how  to  use  the  equipment,  explain- 
ing what  we  were  actually  seeing  in 
the  sky.  It  was  marvelous." 

The  guest  lecture  this  Friday  will 
be  the  society's  most  ambitious 
event  to  date.  Other  projects  in  the 
works  include  star  gazing  events, 
seminars  on  using  astronomy 
equipment  such  as  telescopes,  de- 


bates on  topics  such  as  UFOs  and 
extraterrestrial  life,  tours  and  open 
houses  of  facilities  such  as  the  DDO 
and  the  U  of  T  Institute  for  Aero- 
space Studies  (UTAES). 

"This  is  the  best  time  in  human 
history  to  study  space,"  says  Marra. 
His  program  of  study,  Planetary 
Science,  is  relatively  new  at  U  of  T. 
It's  an  interdisciplinary  program 
offered  by  the  Departments  of  As- 
tronomy, Chemistry,  Geology  and 
Physics. 

Marra  talks  about  the  experience 
related  by  the  first  Canadian  in 
space,  Mark  Garneau,  who  has  spo- 
ken about  seeing  the  damage  we  are 
doing  to  Earth.  "It's  noticeably  vis- 
ible in  space,"  says  Marra.  "Looking 
down,  you  can  see  the  Amazon,  for 
example.  Where  the  Amazon  meets 
The  Atlantic,  there's  this  brown 
muddy  flow  spreading  out  into  the 
ocean.  That's  because  we've  defor- 
ested the  basin." 

As  president  of  the  CSA,  Garneau 
has  personally  directed  the  agency 
to  spend  at  least  half  its  money  on 
Earth  studies.  According  to  Marra, 
only  10  per  cent  used  to  be  spent  on 
Earth  studies. 

"We're  not  just  the  stewards  of 
animals  and  plants.  If  we  want  to 
survive  long  term  on  this  planet,  the 
whole  world  is  our  concern,"  Marra 
says  as  he  discusses  the  importance 
and  applicability  of  space  studies. 
"The  atmosphere,  the  oceans,  and 
the  land — even  what's  below  the 
land — these  are  our  concerns.  We 
have  to  start  understanding  the 
system  now,  if  we  want  to  protect  it 
long  term." 


Use  of  alternative  therapies  on  the  rise 


byKARYNLAU 


"Alternative  therapies",  such  as 
herbal  remedies,  acupuncture 
and  reflexology,  have  been  used 
for  thousands  of  years.  They  have 
recently  surged  in  popularity  as  a 
natural  alternative  to  pharmaceuti- 
cals and  modern  western  practices. 
Although  it  is  believed  that  women 
and  young  people  are  the  biggest 
users  of  complimentary  medicine, 
it  has  now  been  shown  that  men  are 
also  frequent  users  of  complimen- 
tary medicine. 

In  the  past  few  years,  physicians 
have  noticed  more  and  more  pros- 
tate cancer  patients  seeking  alterna- 
tive medical  treatments.  This  trend 
prompted  researchers  at  U  of  T  to 
investigate  how  many  patients  were 
using  complimentary  treatments, 
and  the  results  were  surprising.  Of 
the  696  prostate  cancer  patients 
selected  for  the  study,  about  30 
per  cent  of  those  patients  were  us- 
ing alternative  therapies.  Professor 
Heather  Boon  of  U  of  T's  Leslie  Dan 
Faculty  of  Pharmacy  was  a  part  of 


this  research  team. 

Even  though  certain  complimen- 
tary medical  practices  are  known  to 
help  relieve  side  effects.  Professor 
Heather  Boon  warns  the  public  to 
remain  skeptical  about  the  effec- 
tiveness of  the  alternative  treat- 
ments to  treat  the  illness.  In  some 
cases,  complimentary  medicine 
may  even  have  adverse  interactions 
with  medical  treatments  such  as 
chemotherapy,  radiation  therapy, 
and  other  conventional  cancer 
treatments. 

"If  I  knew  that  natural  remedies 
would  have  adverse  effects  with  ra- 
diation treatment,  then  I  would  not 
take  the  remedies,"  says  51  year- 
old  Dominic  Yip,  a  man  who  has 
used  Eastern  medicine  and  herbs 
throughout  his  life.  However,  he  will 
continue  to  use  herbs  and  natural 
remedies  because  he  believes  that 
they  work  because  they  operate 
under  the  principle  of  balancing  the 
body.  Since  complimentary  medi- 
cine is  easily  accessible,  it  is  clear 
that  people  will  continue  to  use  it. 
However,  patients  are  encouraged 


to  consult  and  inform  their  physi- 
cians before  using  alternative  medi- 
cine. Similarly,  clinicians  should 
recognize  that  some  patients  are 
likely  to  be  using  alternative  treat- 
ments and  should  become  better 
informed  themselves  about  these 
treatments. 


KARA  DILLON 

This  research  involved  scientists 
from  University  of  Toronto,  To- 
ronto-Sunnybrook  Regional  Cancer 
Centre,  London  Regional  Cancer 
Centre,  University  Health  Network, 
and  University  of  Western  Ontario. 
It  was  published  in  the  November 
issue  of  the  journal  Urology. 


Truth  is  Stranger  Than  Fiction 

Of  the  28  most  commonly  used  pesticides,  23  are  believed  to  be  carcinogenic 

-  State  of  the  World  2003,  The  WorldWatch  Institute 
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Could  you  read  this  article  in  3.6  sees? 


by  JOANNE  TANG 

VARSITY  STAFF 


How  fast  can  you  read?  500  words 
per  minute?  750?  What  if  you  could 
read  over  10,000  words  per  min- 
ute (wpm),  the  advertised  rate  of 
"speed  reading?"  "I  took  a  speed 
reading  course  and  read  War  and 
Peace  in  twenty  minutes.  It  involves 
Russia,"  Woody  Allen  once  joked. 

Many  are  skeptical  about  the 
effectiveness  of  speed-reading.  Ac- 
cording to  the  1990  Guinness  Book 
of  World  Records,  Howard  Berg, 
co-author  of  Speed  Reading  the 
Easy  Way,  reads  25,000  wpm.  That 
comes  to  about  80  or  90  pages  a 
minute.  Berg  could  in  theory  finish 
War  and  Peace  in  15  minutes. 

Research  in  eye  movement  gives 
us  insight  into  the  perceptual  pro- 
cesses involved  in  reading.  Our 
eyes  cast  a  series  of  fixations  in 
rapid  jerky  movements,  called  sac- 
cades.  In  each  fixation,  six  to  eight 
letters  are  in  focus.  But  our  brain 
still  looks  at  the  letters  outside  the 
region  of  focus,  which  is  why  we 
don't  stop  to  look  at  every  single 
word.  This  allows  for  efficient 
reading. 

Studies  suggest  that  exception- 
ally fast  readers  gain  more  informa- 
tion in  one  glance,  and  are  better  at 
coordinating  information  process- 
ing and  storage  in  their  brains. 

When  we  read,  most  of  us  pro- 
nounce the  words  in  our  heads — 
we  sub-vocalize.  Proponents  of 
speed-reading,  who  are  visual 
readers,  teach  the  skill  of  eliminat- 


ing this  habit.  "[But]  speed  read- 
ing is  not  a  silver  bullet,"  says  Dr. 
Beth  Moreno,  program  director  of 
Supplemental  Instruction  in  the 
Learning  Center  at  the  University 
of  Texas.  "It  takes  approximately 
six  months  of  practice  to  retrain 
your  eyes  to  make  fewer  visual 
stops  per  line  and  eliminate  sub- 
vocalization.  Most  students  are 
disappointed  to  find  out  it  requires 
that  much  work." 

A  word  of  caution:  speed-read- 
ing is  not  suitable  for  high  qual- 
ity literature.  The  1,000  wpm  dash 
would  not  work  for  Shakespeare  or 
Tolstoy.  "If  the  quality  of  the  lan- 
guage and  emotion  is  the  reason 
for  your  reading,  you  don't  want  to 
experience  those  things  at  speed," 
Moreno  says. 


Speed-reading  is  effective  for 
material  that  is  arranged  like  a 
newspaper:  clear  topic  sentences 
followed  by  examples  in  a  deduc- 
tive line  of  reasoning.  This  format 
allows  the  reader  to  quickly  dis- 
tinguish main  ideas  from  details, 
which  is  what  most  speed-reading 
techniques  are  designed  for. 

Most  university  students  read 
at  about  250  to  300  wpm.  Based 
on  studies  that  measure  saccades, 
Professor  Anne  Cunningham  from 
the  University  of  California  at 
Berkeley  reports  that  300  wpm  is 
about  the  maximum  rate  at  which 
we  can  accurately  read.  Other 
researchers  report  estimates  as 
high  as  800  to  900  wpm.  Anything 
beyond  that  would  mean  skipping 
over  words. 


But  research  also  suggests  that 
one's  reading  rate  can  be  dra- 
matically increased  depending  on 
how  the  material  is  presented.  In 
the  1980s  and  90s,  various  stud- 
ies showed  that  when  words  or 
phrases  are  sequentially  flashed  in 
the  same  spot  on  a  screen,  people's 
reading  rates  could  exceed  1,000 
wpm.  Known  as  rapid  serial  vi- 
sual presentation  (RSVP),  this 
procedure  cuts  the  time  needed 
for  scrolling  through  the  lines  and 
refocusing  in  between. 

Nellie  Perret,  Learning  Skills 
Counsellor/Educator  at  U  of  T, 
fears  that  people  sacrifice  com- 
prehension and  retention  for  the 
sake  of  speed.  "I  try  to  encourage 
students  to  actively  read,  which 
makes  them  more  critical  and  ef- 
ficient readers."  She  stresses  the 
importance  of  knowing  why  you 
are  reading  a  particular  text.  "[Is 
it]  for  an  overview?  To  prepare  for 
a  multiple-choice  exam?  To  find 
pertinent  examples  for  a  research 
paper?  It  doesn't  matter  how 
quickly  students  get  through  a 
text  if,  ultimately,  they  really  don't 
know  why  they  are  reading  it  in  the 
first  place." 

"Speed  reading  is  a  kind  of  stra- 
tegic information  management  de- 
signed for  people  who  really  know 
exactly  what  they  are  looking  for  in 
the  material,"  explains  Moreno.  "It 
may  be  okay  for  pulp  fiction  if  it's 
just  the  plot  you're  interested  in, 
but  the  truth  is  that  most  people 
want  to  read  slowly  and  sloppily  in 
their  spare  time  and  they  should." 
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High  (and  low)  drama 

The  Varsity  s  theatre  critic  sums  up  the  stage  season  that  was 


byYASMINSIDDIQUI 

VARSITY  STAFF 


2003  was,  for  the  most  part,  a  good  year  for 
theatre  in  Toronto.  With  companies  across  the 
city  diversifying  both  their  choice  of  produc- 
tions and  their  casts,  there  was  no  need  to  trek 
all  the  way  to  Niagara  on  the  Lake  or  Stratford 
or  pay  inflated  ticket  prices  to  the  Mirvish 
spectacles  to  see  an  engaging,  well-acted 
show.  On  campus  alone,  there  were  enough 
solid  performances  to  keep  a  theatre  junkie 
satiated.  Unfortunately,  the  few  clunkers  of  the 
year  were  not  the  forgettable  sort — they  were 
bad  enough  to  stick  in  the  memory  and  refuse 
to  go  away.  Here  are  our  picks  for  the  best  and 
worst  of  the  year. 

THE  BEST: 

As  You  Like  It  -  Hart  House  Theatre 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  theatre  year  was 
our  own  Hart  House  Theatre's  delightful  fall 
production  of  Shakespeare's  -4s  You  Like  It. 
Director  David  Gardner,  back  on  campus  after 
helming  the  theatre's  highly  successful  Macbeth 
the  previous  fall,  assembled  a  strong  cast  that 
mixed  Hart  House  veterans  with  newcomers  to 
create  a  charming  pastoral  comedy  with  sets, 
costumes,  and  best  of  all,  performances,  which 
equaled  those  of  any  professional  production. 
Particularly  notable  were  Pip  Dwyer  and  Jer- 
emy Hutton,  who  as  the  play's  central  couple 
Rosalind  and  Orlando  combined  evident  chem- 
istry with  confident,  nuanced  delivery  of  the 
Bard's  words  and  made  the  production  a  joy 
to  watch.  If  Gardner  returns  to  direct  at  Hart 
House  in  2004,  it  will  not  only  be  a  boon  for  the 
theatre,  but  also  for  the  campus  and  the  local 
theatre  community  as  a  whole. 

Glengarry  Glen  Ross  -  Steppenwolf 
Theatre  Company  (World  Stage) 

When  it  was  first  announced  that  renowned 
American  company  Steppenwolf  Theatre  was 
bringing  its  signature  production  of  David 
Mamet's  Glengarry  Glen  Ross  to  the  World  Stage 
Festival  at  Harbourfront,  theatre  aficionados 
in  the  city  rushed  to  get  tickets,  willing  to 
spend  big  bucks  to  see  the  company  work  its 
ensemble  magic  on  a  Toronto  stage.  No  one, 
least  of  all  the  production's  cast,  expected 
disaster  to  strike  at  the  eleventh  hour,  when 
lead  actor  Mike  Nussbaum  was  called  home  to 
Chicago  due  to  a  family  emergency.  While  most 
theatre  companies  would  have  folded  and  left 
town,  Steppenwolf  refused  to  close  the  show, 
delaying  opening  night  by  only  one  day  as  com- 
pany member  Rick  Snyder  was  flown  in  from 
New  York  as  Nussbaum's  last-minute  replace- 
ment. Performing  the  entire  show  with  script  in 
hand,  Snyder  gave  the  production  his  all,  and 
the  stellar  group  of  actors  around  him  almost 
made  the  audience  forget  he  was  still,  as  they 
say  in  the  theatre,  "on  book".  If  this  is  what  the 
company  can  do  with  a  lead  actor  gone  and 
an  understudy  with  less  than  24  hours  of  re- 
hearsal, the  thought  of  what  they  are  capable 
of  at  full  strength  is  awe-inspiring. 


C'anSta{>c's  Canadian  Dream:  Ku 


Brilliant  Bard:  Pip  Dwyer  (R)  in  Hart  House's  As  You  Like  It 


Job:  The  Hip -Hop  Saga  -  FDLT 
Productions  (Tarragon  Theatre) 

With  two  fringe  hits  (Job:  The  Hip-Hop 
Musical  and  Job  II:  The  Demon  of  Eternal 
Recurrence}  under  their  belts,  Montreal 
20-somethings  Eli  Batalion  and  Jerome 
Saibil  brought  their  remixed  version  of 
the  Biblical  story  of  Job  back  to  the  Tar- 
ragon, ready  to  turn  two  hits  into  one. 
The  result  was  Job:  The  Hip-Hop  Saga,  a 
two-man  tour-de-force  that  may  well  be 
the  best  Canadian  musical  ever.  Batalion 
and  Saibil  are  unstoppable  high-energy 
talents,  not  only  writing  and  performing 
the  production's  intelligent  and  hilarious 
hip-hop  rhymes  themselves,  but  also  serv- 
ing as  its  producers  and  directors.  Anyone 
who  didn't  love  this  production  is  crazy. 
'Nuff  said. 


Rice  Boy  -  CanStage  (Berkeley  Street 
Theatre) 

The  story  of  a  12-year-old  boy  struggling  to  find 
balance  between  his  father's  Indian  past  and  his 
own  Canadian  future.  Rice  Boywas  a  production 
for  our  country  and  our  times — not  only  for  its 
characters  of  immigrant  parents  and  first-gen- 
eration Canadian  children,  but  also  for  anyone 
who  has  ever  asked  the  question,  "Who  am 
I?"  and  longed  for  an  answer.  Sunil  Kuruvilla's 
lyrical  script  navigated  the  two  very  different 
worlds  of  snowy  1975  Kitchener  and  exotic  Ker- 
ela,  India  with  ease,  stitching  threads  of  conti- 
nuity between  both  landscapes  that  gave  the 
story  both  detail  and  fluid  coherence.  A  strong 
ensemble  cast  brought  Kuruvilla's  words  to  life, 
imbuing  the  production  with  clarity  through 
confusion.  As  the  play's  12-year-old  protago- 
nist. Tommy,  Zaib  Shaikh  realistically  captured 
the  awkward  phase  between  childhood  and 
adolescence,  and  Imali  Perera's  performance 


as  his  paralyzed  cousin,  Tina,  reflected  his 
awkwardness  with  uncanny  grace.  The  heart 
of  the  production,  however,  belonged  to  92- 
year-old  Bollywood  veteran  Zohra  Segal, 
whose  Granny  functioned  as  both  spirit  and 
guide  to  the  story's  young  leads. 

Sunday  Father  -  CanStage 

One  of  the  first  productions  of  the  year 
was  also  one  of  the  best.  Following  on  the 
enormous  success  of  Zaidie's  Shoes  in  2001, 
young  Toronto  playwright  Adam  Pettle  and 
his  brother,  actor  Jordan,  returned  to  the 
stage  with  Sunday  Father,  drawing  on  their 
own  family  past  to  create  a  touching  tale  of 
sibling  love  and  rivalry.  Both  Fettles  were 
at  their  best  with  this  production — Adam's 
script  combined  biting  wit  and  humour  with 
moving  moments  of  realism,  staying  contem- 
porary while  dealing  with  universal  themes; 
Jordan's  performance  was  nothing  short  of 
extraordinary,  with  lines  that  bounced  from 
lighthearted  joy  to  abject  grief  in  a  single 
word  or  pause.  Ari  Cohen  was  equally  stel- 
lar as  Jordan's  older  brother,  playing  off  the 
older  Pettle  brother  like  a  true  sibling.  Despite 
one  weak  note — Lisa  Repo-Martell,  as  the 
production's  only  female,  got  lost  amidst  the 
dueling  sibling  dynamics — the  Fettles  can 
chalk  this  one  up  as  another  success.  The 
local  theatre  community  eagerly  awaits  their 
next  collaboration. 

THE  WORST: 

Hello...  Hello  -  Tarragon  Theatre 

Karen  Hines'  Hello...  Hello,  a  production  al- 
most eight  years  in  the  making,  would  have 
been  better  off  left  on  the  page  in  its  earliest 
stages.  At  the  very  least,  Hines  would  have 
done  the  theatre  world  a  favour  by  sticking  to 
writing  rather  than  choosing  to  play  the  lead 
role  herself.  With  a  reedy  voice  reminiscent  of 
nails  on  a  blackboard,  she  subjected  local  au- 
diences to  over  two  hours  of  banal  "Woe!  The 
future  is  here,  and  it  is  bleak!  "-style  prophesiz- 
ing  set  to  a  muzak-like  score  with  amateurish 
lyrics.  A  play  that  was  clearly  dysfunctional 
for  the  sake  of  being  dysfunctional. 

Lion  in  the  Streets  -  Hart  House 
Theatre 

Sadly,  after  having  one  of  the  best  productions 
of  the  year.  Hart  House  Theatre  also  gave  us 
one  of  the  worst.  Last  winter's  production  of 
Judith  Thompson's  Lion  in  the  Streets  was,  de- 
spite its  well-reputed  director  and  striking  set 
design,  everything  bad  about  campus  theatre 
rolled  into  one.  While  lead  actress  Clare  Pater- 
son  was  remarkable  in  the  key  role  of  Isobel, 
the  supporting  cast  failed  to  live  up  to  her 
performance,  delivering  irritatingly  affected 
performances  that  highlighted  every  grating 
element  of  Thompson's  pretentious  script. 
Particularly  cringe-worthy  was  a  mind-numb- 
ingly  atrocious  depiction  of  a  disabled  char- 
acter that  made  me  want  to  leave  the  theatre 
in  protest.  Would  be  best  forgotten,  but  still 
sticks  out  for  all  the  wrong  reasons. 


CALLING  ALL  VISUAL  ARTISTS! 

Art  Exhibition  and  Auction 

Exhibition  to  be  held  at  the  University  of  Toronto 
April  25''^-May  5'\  2004 

All  proceeds  to  Amnesty  International  -  exhibition/auction  also  online 

*Artists  whose  work  is  auctioned  for  $50  or  more  will  receive  a  receipt  for  tax  purposes 

Work  must  be  received  by  no  later  than  April  19'\  2004 

For  more  information  contact  Maxi  Boyd  416-466-8425  or  maxiboyd@yahoo.com 

For  more  information  on  Amnesty  @  the  University  of  Toronto  please  visit  http://amnesty.sa.utoronto.ca/ 
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All-inclusive  vacation  from  the  ordinary 


UofT  art  students  shake  off  winter 
blahs  in  conceptual  show 


by  HILDA  HOY 


In  the  depths  of  dreary  winter, 
nine  U  of  T  students  from  the  Vi- 
sual Studies  department  staged 
All  Inclusive,  an  art  show  that 
endeavoured  to  give  viewers  a 
taste  of  what  such  a  vacation 
might  offer.  The  show,  which  ran 
during  the  hoUday  break  from 
December  10-21  at  Toronto's  Pro- 
peller Centre  for  the  Visual  Arts, 
featured  all  manner  of  multidis- 
ciplinary  works,  from  sculptural 
installation  and  photography  to 
painting  and  collage. 

The  conceptual  basis  for  the 
show  evolved  from  the  idea  of  the 
all-inclusive  vacation,  which  of- 
fers a  package  holiday  complete 
with  all  amenities.  The  works  ex- 
hibited referred  not  only  to  the 
decidedly  tropical,  but  also  to 
the  mood  of  hedonism,  freedom, 
and  debauchery  that  is  often  as- 
sociated with  a  week  of  fun  in  the 
sun  and  unlimited  alcohol. 

An  all-inclusive  vacation  is  not 
only  a  holiday  from  the  stresses 
of  daily  life  or  the  forces  of  Cana- 
dian winter,  but  also  an  escape 
from  oneself,  where  the  partici- 
pant can  almost  be  anonymous, 
slip  into  a  new  identity,  and  en- 
gage in  activities  and  behaviour 
they  would  normally  shy  away 
from. 

That  idea  was  explored  in 
"Quality  Inn,  Room  307",  a  series 
of  eight  colour  photographs  by 
Katie  Babcock  and  Kevin  Parnell 
that  presented  a  series  of  objects 
with  illicit  undertones.  Taken  at 
close  range,  each  image  focused 
the  viewer's  eye  on  a  specific 
object,  such  as  a  drain  clogged 
with  hair,  a  single  stocking  dan- 
gling from  a  lampshade,  a  used 
condom,  or  a  single,  discarded 
high-heel  shoe.  These  objects, 
distanced  from  the  people  to 
whom  they  belong,  took  on  a 


life  of  their  own,  becoming  both 
evocative  and  symbolic,  while 
at  the  same  time  referring  to  a 
larger  story,  inviting  the  viewer 
to  create  their  own  narrative  to 
go  along  with  the  images. 

The  intimate  space  of  the  Pro- 
peller Centre  was  dominated 
by  Lauren  DiMonte's  "A  week's 
worth  of  souvenirs",  an  installa- 
tion that  filled  the  centre  of  the 
room.  In  this  piece,  white  towels 
and  bed  sheets  were  twisted  and 
fastened  together  around  a  sup- 
porting structure  to  form  a  tow- 
ering palm  tree,  transforming 
an  organic  object  into  a  sterile, 
man-made  rendition  of  one.  On 
the  ceiling  hung  Jillian  Locke's 
"Bathingsuit  Blowfish",  in  which 
eight  bathing  suits  dangled  while 
being  mechanically  inflated  and 
deflated,  the  brightly  coloured 
garments  simultaneously  amus- 
ing and  eerie,  strangely  alive 
despite  their  disembodiment-. 

On  the  walls  hung  a  variety 
of  multimedia  work,  including 
a  collection  of  six  acrylic  paint- 
ings by  artist  Meghan  McKnight. 
These  pieces  were  surprisingly 
mesmerizing,  despite  their  bland 
pastel  palette  and  lack  of  strong 
imagery.  The  pieces  placed 
strong  emphasis  on  texture  and 
were  overwhelmingly  tactile, 
with  the  artist  using  the  paint 
to  create  thick  dots,  shapes, 
and  patterns  on  the  canvas. 
Works  like  "I  want  to  dream  of  a 
sandbar"  evoked  allusions  to  to- 
pography, with  textural  shapes 
reminiscent  of  waves,  coral,  and 
starfish. 

Artist  Sarah  Phillips  created 
a  series  of  cyanotype  prints  in 
murky  shades  of  blue.  In  this 
printing  process,  paper  treated 
with  a  photosensitive  chemical 
is  covered  with  a  negative  and 
exposed  to  UV  light,  creating  a 
distinctive  blue  image.  The  re- 
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suits  were  visually  complex  and 
invited  closer  inspection,  while 
the  viewer's  eye  searched  the 
image  for  recognizable  shapes. 

The  All-inclusive  show  was 
a  unique  opportunity  for  nine 
fledgling  artists  to  display  their 
talents  in  an  environment  out- 
side the  university  structure, 
and  exhibited  the  rawness  that 
is  inherent  in  most  young  art- 
ists' work.  While  the  show's 
concept  may  have  been  well 
thought  through,  the  execution 
was  shaky  from  a  curatorial 
standpoint.  While  the  ratio  of 
impressive  to  mediocre  work 
was  at  par  with  any  other  show 
of  this  type,  there  was  a  lack  of 
cohesion  between  the  show's 
conceptual  foundation  and  the 
works  shown,  leaving  the  viewer 
with  a  mild  sense  of  dissatisfac- 
tion. 

The  wide  range  of  work  pre- 
sented and  the  artists'  very 
diverse  applications  of  the 
show's  concept  detracted  from 
the  focus  that  would  have  given 
the  exhibition  a  greater  sense  of 
completeness.  Nevertheless,  the 
journey  to  the  Propeller  Centre 
was  a  worthwhile  one,  especially 
as  an  opportunity  to  witness  the 
talent  (which  often  goes  unheed- 
ed) that  lurks  within  U  of  T's 
Visual  Studies  department. 


LISA  HARRISON 

Top:  Sarah  Phillips'  Snowman.  Above:  Lauren  DiMonte's  Palmtree 
from  A  week's  worth  of  souvenirs. 


Double  the  power  of  your  degree 


Work  in  the  Global  Village 


Intemational 
Project  Management 

a  12-month  post-graduate  certificate  program 
in  international  development  at  Number  College 

Now  you  can  study  for  employment  in  the  growing  field  of 
International  Development.  Learn  applied  skills  for  writing 
international  project  proposals,  cross-cultural  communications, 
managing  resources  for  overseas  international  development,  and 
more.  The  program  includes  an  8-week  field  placement  or  applied 
research  project  which  may  be  completed  overseas  or  in  North 
America.  Call  (416)  675-6622,  ext  3226, 
or  e-mai)  pat.meek@humber.ca 


HUMBER 

The  Business  School 


Promotional  items? 
Rush  service,  great  value? 


uniforms     clocks  ^i^gs 


CD  ftsMsML..^ 

LABELS /STiCKtRS  J 


vVeD  Design 


Custom  Printing  &  Embroider}' 
Rush  Service,  On-Time  Deliver}' 


b  u  s  i  n  e  s  s  .  h  u  m  b  e  r  .  c  a 


r{fie»@tlievarsit).ca 


Deco  Divine 


Arts  &  Entertainment 


Monday,  January  12, 2004  13 


bvGISELEASHEKIAN 


It  must  have  been  the  bright  red 
1934  McLaughlin  Buick  sport  coupe 
that  caught  my  eye  as  I  stepped  into 
the  first  room:  11,000  square  feet  of 
space  filled  with  over  250  artifacts, 
all  of  which  embrace  nearly  every 
facet  of  art  and  design. 

From  there  on  in  I  was  drawn  into 
an  overwhelming  wonderland  of  art 
in  every  size,  shape,  and  form.  From 
painting,  sculpture,  architecture 
and  furniture,  to  textiles,  glass,  met- 
al, jewellery,  graphic  art,  transport, 
industrial  design,  fashion,  film,  and 
photography — this  wide  scope  of 
art  and  design  made  up  the  ROM's 
Art  Deco  exhibit,  which  closed 
last  week  after  a  highly  successful 
three-month  run  at  the  museum. 

An  Deco  1910-1939  presented  an 
extensive  array  of  artifacts  of  the 
era  by  artists  such  as  Edgar  Brandt, 
Cartier,  Coco  Chanel,  Rene  Lalique, 
Fernand  Leger,  Tamara  de  Lem- 
picka,  Pablo  Picasso,  and  Edward 
Steichen,  just  to  name  a  few. 

"No  modernity  without  tradition, 
and  no  tradition  without  moder- 
nity" certainly  applies  to  Art  Deco 
in  general.  Artists  of  every  medium 
blend  conventional  approaches  and 
techniques  with  avant-garde  ele- 
ments (like  principles  of  Futurism 
and  Cubism)  to  create  a  modern 
masterpiece.  And  the  latter  equally 
describes  each  and  every  work 
found  in  the  exhibit.  Among  the 
most  breathtaking  artifacts  were 
those  of  French  jeweler  Cartier — his 
Egyptian-inspired  "flying  scarab" 
brooch  and  vanity  cases  were  in- 
tricately designed  and  absolutely 
stunning. 

The  exhibit  was  arranged  into 
seven  categories,  displaying  Art 
Deco's  origins  in  Roman,  Egyptian 
and  African  cultures,  to  its  fascina- 
tion in  Europe  and  its  influence  on 
American  design,  architecture,  and 
culture. 

One  of  the  most  interesting 
aspects  of  the  exhibit  was  the  aes- 
thetic value  of  everyday,  functional 
items  that  one  typically  wouldn't 
find  beautiful'.  Normally  I  wouldn't 
find  myself  drawn  to  a  coffee  set, 
but  the  "Cubic  Coffee  Service" 
made  of  silver  was  just  one  of  the 
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many  utilitarian  artifacts  that  had  a 
unique  visual  appeal  to  it. 

The  Exotic  and  The  Moderne  ob- 
served two  of  the  most  important 
visual  methods  of  Art  Deco  in  Eu- 
rope. The  Moderne  uncovered  the 
ways  in  which  designers  reacted  to 
the  stock  market  crash  in  the  late 
20's.  The  Exotic,  on  the  other  hand, 
showed  how  artists  and  designers 
from  Europe  used  African  or  Asian 
materials  to  produce  contemporary 
works  of  art. 

At  the  rise  of  the  Art  Deco  period, 
traveling  overseas  slowly  became 
the  norm,  and  an  avid  fascination 
with  the  "foreign"  or  the  "exotic" 
overcame  many  of  the  artists  and 
designers  of  this  period,  and 
proved  to  be  an  inspiration  to  many 
of  them.  Deco  World  exemplified 
this  new  and  exciting  phenomenon, 
which  helped  to  bring  style  to  a 
global  level.  Many  of  the  works 
featured  in  the  exhibit  illustrated 
Mayan  and  Aztec  influences,  and 
also  inspiration  from  African  and 
East  Asian  cultures. 

The  effect  that  Art  Deco  had  on 
America  (Hollywood  in  particular) 
was  immense,  and  this  was  clearly 
reflected  in  the  show:  advertise- 
ments for  perfume  and  makeup 
were  displayed,  depicting  obvious 
Deco  influences. 

Streamlining  was  shown  as  the  final 
phase  of  Art  Deco's  rich  story,  and  is 
recognized  as  a  popular  American 
trend.  Streamlining,  perhaps  the 
most  glamorous  phase  of  Art  Deco, 
was  created  mainly  for  looks  than 
for  practicality.  Its  designs  have 
symbolic  purposes,  representing 
swiftness  and  efficacy,  and  they  are 
made  to  encourage  consumption 
rather  than  to  facilitate  function.  As 
such,  it  can  be  seen  as  yet  another 
strategy  to  renew  decoration. 

Art  Deco  1910-19.39  was  a  whirl- 
wind of  art  and  design,  beautifully 
encapsulating  the  period  where 
modernity  meets  tradition.  Every 
single  artifact  in  the  exhibit  embod- 
ied beauty  and  glamour,  regardless 
of  the  medium.  Though  the  show- 
ing has  just  ended,  you  can  find 
more  info  about  the  exhibit  and 
the  various  pieces  shown  at  http: 
//www.rom.on.ca/exhibits/artdeco/ 
intro.php. 
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Preparation  Seminars 

Teach  English 
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■  Gimplete  30-Hour  Seminars 

■  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 
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■  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 
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In  2004  the  world  is  going  to  the 
Red  Planet.  Celebrate  with  us! 

Featuring  talks  by: 


Canadian  Space  Agency 

Professor  Dimitar  Sasselov 

Harvard  University 

"Detecting  planets  beyond  the  solar  system?" 


Dr.  Vicky  HIpkin 

University  of  Toronto 

"U  of  T's  mission  to  Mars" 


Dr.  Darlene  LIm 

NASA  /  University  of  Toronto 

"Extreme  Eartiiiy  environments/Life  on  Mars" 

Generously  Sponsored  By:  | 


A  presentation  by  the 
U  of  T  Astronomy  and 
Space  Exploration  Society 

Free  tickets  at  SAC  office 
($5  for  general  public) 

To  reserve  tickets,  contact: 
Space.Society@UToronto.CA 

416-402-8856 
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NOTICE  OF  REFERENDUM 

The  Students' Administrative  Council  (SAC)  will  be 
holding  a  referendum  for  all  full-time  UTSC  students 
on  January  20-21,  2004,  on  the  following  question*: 


Preamble 

At  present,  full-time  undergraduate  students  registered  at  the  University  of 
Toronto  at  Scarborough  (UTSC)  are  changed  S42.21  per  session  for  the 
Scarborough  Campus  Students'  Union  (SCSU)  and  S115.76  per  session  for  the 
Students' Administrative  Council  (SAC).  The  SCSU  fee  is  currently  charged 
in  all  3  academic  sessions.  The  SAC  fee  is  currently  charged  only  in  the  Fall 
and  Winter  Sessions. . 

SCSU  and  SAC  are  jointly  supporting  the  realignment  of  all  SCSU  and  SAC 
services  and  represetation  into  a  restructured  SCSU  for  a  single  fee  of  SI 57.97 
per  session.  The  proposed  fee  for  SCSU  would  be  charged  to  all  full-time 
undergraduate  UTSC  students  registered  in  any  academic  session.  If  this 
proposal  is  accepted,  UTSC  students  would  no  longer  be  charged  a  SAC  fee 
and  all  of  the  current  designated  components  of  the  SAC  fee  would  be 
included  in  the  new  SCSU  fee. 

By  votuig  in  favour  of  the  question  below,  you  are  indicating  your  support  for 
the  following: 

-  The  elimination  of  the  SAC  fee  currently  charged  to  full-time  undergraduate 
UTSC  students 

-  A  corresponding  increase  in  the  SCSU  fee  charged  to  full-time  undergraduate 
UTSC  students  from  $42.21  per  session  to  $157.97  per  session  including  all 
designated  components  and  relevant  conditions  applicable  to  the  current  SCSU 
and  SAC-UTSC  fees  (plus  cost  of  living  and  inflation  increases  -  see  below) 

-  Annual  cost  of  living  and  inflation  increases  to  the  relevant  designated 
portions  of  the  fee  beginning  with  the  Fall  2004  session. 

-  Charging  the  new  part-time  undergraduate  SCSU  fee  in  each  academic 
session  (Fall,  Winter,  and  Suinmer). 

-  The  realignment  of  the  services  and  representation  currently  provided  by 
SCSU  and  SAC  into  a  restructured  SCSU. 

Question 

Are  you  in  favour  of  the  elimination  of  the  SAC-UTSC  fee,  a  corresponding 
increase  to  the  full-time  undergraduate  SCSU  fee  beginning  with  the  Fall  2004 
session,  and  the  restmcturing  o  SCSU  as  described  in  the  preamble? 


For  more  information  regarding  the  referendum,  or  if  you  are 
interested  in  participating  in  either  of  the  Yes  or  No  campaigns, 
please  contact  Adam  Watson,  Referendum  Convenor  at 
a.watson@utoronto.ca,  or  416-287-7031. 

*  subject  to  limited  change 
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Track  team  off  to  a 
soaring  start  in  '04 

First  home  meet  showcases  world-class  U  of  T  athletes 


byJYLLMALBEUF 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  U  of  T  track  and  field  athletes 
were  out  in  full  force  this  past 
weekend  for  their  first  indoor  track 
meet  since  the  Christmas  break. 
The  competition  included  over  400 
participants  from  an  array  of  Ontario 
universities  and  various  provincial 
track  clubs. 

This  day-long  event  gave  U  of  T 
athletes  the  chance  to  compete  at 
home  while  gearing  them  up  for  the 
rest  of  the  upcoming  indoor  season. 
"This  particular  track  meet  allowed 
the  athletes  to  get  a  feel  for  the  com- 
petition. The  intent  was  to  challenge 
the  student  athletes,"  said  U  of  T 
head  coach  Carl  Georgevski.  "These 
athletes  have  been  training  five  to 
six  days  a  week  since  the  beginning 
of  September,  and  competitions  like 
this  are  the  reason." 

Although  it  was  the  first  meet 
since  December,  the  Varsity  Blues 
managed  to  iron  out  their  various 


holiday  kinks  by  turning  in  terrific 
performances.  High  jumper  Mark 
Dillon  had  the  best  day  a  freshman 
could  ask  for  when  he  nailed  his 
event  by  jumping  2  m  19  cm  claiming 
the  third  best  jump  in  Canadian  In- 
teruniversity  Sport  (CIS)  history.  An 
excellent  start  for  the  talented  Dillon, 
whose  future  aspirations  include  a 
spot  on  the  Canadian  Olympic  team. 
Narissa  Yee,  another  talented  field 
athlete,  turned  in  a  remarkable  per- 
formance when  she  won  the  women's 
weight  throw  competition  by  throw- 
ing the  20  lb  weight  12  m  and  20  cm. 

Veteran  60  m  sprinters  Luke  Ma- 
clnnis  and  Daniel  Barbarie  had  a 
great  day  on  the  track.  Fourth-year 
Maclnnis  raced  to  a  7.0  second  time 
placing  sixth  overall,  while  the  third- 
year  Barbarie  won  his  B  final,  placing 
tenth  overall.  Although  their  baton 
exchanges  were  slightly  rusty,  the  4  x 
200  men's  relay,  which  included  team 
members  Maclnnis,  Barbarie,  Neil 
Barakat  and  Matt  Stiver,  proved  that 
they  were  the  team  to  reckon  with. 


clocking  in  with  a  time  of  1  minute  32 
seconds,  a  full  two  seconds  ahead  of 
the  second  place  finisher. 

On  the  women's  side,  U  of  T's 
Emily  Rosenberg  tied  her  personal 
60  m  best  with  a  sprinting  time  of 
7.95  seconds,  while  both  Michelle 
MacDonald  and  Melanie  Chiu  leapt 
to  great  times  in  the  60  m  hurdles. 
"These  were  excellent  results  for 
the  first  meet  back.. .this  competition 
showcased  world  class  sprinters," 
said  Georgevski. 

As  well  as  heading  off  to  Windsor 
next  weekend,  the  U  of  T  tracksters 
are  gearing  up  for  some  heavy  duty 
American  competition  at  both  Cor- 
nell and  Penn  State  within  the  next 
few  months.  But  if  Saturday  is  any- 
thing to  go  by,  then  Georgevski  has 
nothing  to  worry  about.  "The  entire 
coaching  staff  was  pleased  with  the 
team's  performances,"  he  said.  "The 
student  athletes  came  out  great  this 
year  and  we  are  optimistic  about  the 
upcoming  indoor  season... we  are 
well  on  our  way." 


High  jumper  Mark  Dillon,  only  in  his  first 
looking  ahead  to  an  Olympic  future. 


GAVIN  BRAUER 

year  at  U  of  T,  is  already 


Gilmour  to  host 
Easter  Seals  dinner 

Worthy  cause  attracts  megawatt  stars 


byMATTSOMERS 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Put  on  your  Sunday  best  and  break 
that  fancy  suit  out  of  the  closet.  They 
will  be  needed  next  month  when 
dozens  of  sports  celebrities  roll  into 
town. 

That's  right,  on  February  5th,  the 
53rd  annual  Siemens  Conn  Smythe 
Celebrities  Dinner  and  Auction  for 
Easter  Seals  will  be  held  at  Toronto's 
Sheraton  Centre.  The  Easter  Seals  So- 
ciety raises  money  for  children  with 
physical  disabilities,  and  approxi- 
mately 1200  guests  are  expected  to 
attend  the  posh  event.  Evidently,  the 
soiree  is  aimed  at  those  with  cash  to 
burn — tickets  are  $250  a  pop. 

"This  is  one  of  Canada's  largest  and 
most  successful  fundraising  events," 
said  Karen  Petcoff,  who  is  working  in 


the  media  relations  department  for 
the  event.  "It  usually  raises  a  quarter 
of  a  million  dollars  each  year." 

The  money  is  generated  from  two 
sources:  the  tickets  to  get  into  the 
prestigious  dinner,  and  the  eye-catch- 
ing auction  of  sports  memorabilia  do- 
nated by  individuals  and  local  teams. 

"We  are  auctioning  off  some  of  the 
most  enviable  sports  paraphernalia 
you  are  going  to  find"  commented 
Petcoff. 

CBC  News  anchor  Peter  Mansbridge 
will  act  as  master  of  ceremony  for  the 
dinner  and  auction.  Former  Maple 
Leafs  fan  favourite  Doug  Gilmour  is 
the  honorary  chair  for  the  event  and 
will  be  at  the  head  of  the  head  table. 
Other  celebrity  guests  who  are  sched- 
uled to  accompany  Gilmour  at  the 

Continued  on  next  page 


KARA  DILLON 

Three  thumbs  up  for  Doug  Gilmour  and  the  Easter  Seals  dinner 
and  auction  he's  preparing  to  host  in  early  February.  On  hand  will 
be  Amber  Pelzer,  centre,  the  Easter  Seals  ambassador. 


Top  Ten  lists  score  a  zero 


byAMARAGOSSIN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


It  is  an  understandable  source  of 
pride  for  U  of  T  students  when 
we  can  boast  that  our  teams  are 
ranked  among  the  top  ten  in  their 
sport  in  Canada.  Similarly,  it  is  em- 
barrassing when  we  cannot. 

Every  week,  the  Canadian  Inter- 
university  Sport  (CIS)  produces  a 
Top  Ten  ranking  of  school  teams 
across  the  country.  Athletes, 
coaches,  fans,  and  the  university 
community  at  large  will  celebrate 
a  team  for  its  high  ranking  and 
berate  a  team  for  its  low  ranking. 
But  the  CIS  Top  Ten  rankings  are 
not  only  useful  as  a  source  of  pride 
or  consternation  to  the  univer- 
sity— they  are  equally,  if  not  more, 
valuable  in  their  role  as  conduits 
to  the  media. 

How  many  times  has  the  Varsity 
expressed  the  success  of  a  team  by 
its  CIS  Top  Ten  ranking?  How  many 
times  has  the  Toronto  Star,  or  any 
smaller  community  newspaper, 
done  the  same?  It  makes  sense.  To 
say  that  a  team  is  ranked  third  in 
the  nation  conveys  the  team's  suc- 
cess far  more  interestingly  and  ef- 
fectively than  rattling  off  its  game 
results  or  record. 

But,  like  so  many  things  in  life, 
the  Top  Ten  rankings  have  to  be 
taken  with  the  proverbial  grain  of 
salt — a  fact  often  ignored  by  those 
who  use  the  rankings. 

"They  mean  nothing,"  insists  the 
Blues  women's  basketball  team 
coach  Michele  Belanger.  "They 
don't  reflect  a  team's  true  position 
in  any  real  way." 

Belanger  is  not  just  some  unsuc- 


cessful coach,  trying  to  explain 
away  her  team's  failure  to  make 
the  Top  Ten.  In  fact,  Belanger 
and  her  team  are  the  best  in  On- 
tario and  have  an  impressive  9-1 
record.  Despite  this  near-perfect 
standing,  the  team  has  not  made 
the  list  of  Canadian  Top  Ten  uni- 
versity teams. 

The  explanation  seems  to  be  the 
system  used  for  selecting  the  Top 
Ten.  Obviously,  a  points-based 
system  (like  the  one  used  in  timed, 
individual  sports  like  track  and 
field  or  swimming)  cannot  be  used 
in  sports  like  basketball,  where 
teams  from  different  divisions 
will  normally  not  play  one  another 
until  the  national  championships. 
Instead,  the  CIS  currently  asks  all 
of  the  coaches  to  vote  on  their 
rankings. 

"I  don't  waste  my  time  voting," 
admits  Belanger.  "Everyone  knows 
that  the  Atlantic  and  Ontario 
regions  are  the  most  honest  and 
are  going  to  be  shut  out  by  Canada 
West  who  tries  to  vote  itself  into 
the  top  five." 

Although  the  integrity  of  the 
coaches  who  'vote  cannot  be 
judged,  the  current  system  does 
indicate  some  procedural  prob- 
lems. Firstly,  many  coaches  do 
not  want  to  put  the  time  or  effort 
into  seeing  how  each  team  is  doing 
and  evaluating  various  conference 
strengths.  Furthermore,  if  some 
coaches  are  abstaining,  the  vote 
must  be  getting  skewed  towards 
those  coaches  who  do  feel  a  vest- 
ed interest  in  the  results. 

Currently,  eight  of  the  10  teams 
on  the  women's  basketball  list  hail 
from  the  Canada  West  region  of 


the  CIS.  Simon  Fraser  University, 
ranked  sixth  in  the  nation,  has  a 
losing  record  of  4-6.  Calgary,  listed 
eighth  in  Canada,  clocks  in  with  a 
mediocre  5-5.  This  is  basketball 
not  politics  and  regional  represen- 
tation does  not  have  a  place.  That 
being  said,  who  can  fault  Belanger 
for  wondering  why  teams  with  los- 
ing records  make  the  Top  Ten  list, 
while  her  team  does  not? 

"It's  embarrassing,"  admits 
Adrian  Bradbury  sports  informa- 
tion coordinator  at  U  of  T  and 
a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Marketing  and  Sports  Informa- 
tion Directors  of  Canada,  a  group 
that  meets  twice  yearly  to  discuss 
exactly  these  types  of  issues.  "You 
should  have  to  earn  your  spot  on 
that  list." 

U  of  T's  women's  basketball 
team's  lack  of  recognition  is  not 
the  most  egregious  error  to  be 
found  on  these  lists.  Take,  for 
example,  Simon  Eraser's  women's 
volleyball  team.  Currently  ranked 
tenth  in  Canada,  that  team  boasts 
a  2-10  record.  You  have  to  wonder. 

But  it  seems  that  there  are  ac- 
tually no  simple  solutions  to  this 
situation.  Although  Bradbury's 
committee  discussed  the  Top  Ten 
lists,  they  failed  to  come  up  with 
a  solution.  Some  possibilities 
include  having  media  vote  (as  is 
done  in  a  select  few  sports — like 
men's  hockey  and  football),  or 
having  a  small  committee  vote 
so  that  there  is  some  degree  of 
accountability  in  the  procedure. 
Until  then,  however,  forgotten  U  of 
T  athletes  will  have  to  be  satisfied 
by  simply  putting  their  best  foot 
forward. 
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Paying  the  price  for 
a  new  game  plan 

Women's  waterpolo  cant  keep  up  with 
undefeated  McMaster 


by  JONATHAN  COUTTS-ZAWADZKI 

VARSITY  STAFF  

The  women's  waterpolo  team  was 
handed  a  bad  defeat  last  Wednesday 
with  a  10-4  loss  against  the  number 
one  team  in  the  league,  the  McMas- 
ter Marauders. 

The  rest  and  relaxation  of  the 
Christmas  break  took  a  hard  toll  on 
U  of  T  early  in  the  game,  but  it  did 
not  have  the  same  affect  on  Mac  as 
they  scored  the  first  three  goals  in 
the  first  quarter. 

"The  exhibition  tournament  dur- 
ing the  break  kept  us  fit  and  ready 
for  this  game,"  said  Marauder  Laura 
Hendrie,  second-year  veteran  and 
the  fifth  leading  scorer  in  the  league. 

Although  U  of  T  got  a  good  slap 
in  the  face  after  the  third  goal  was 
scored,  starting  centre  Kirstin 
Saginowski,  pumped  in  a  strong  goal 
from  two  metres  after  Mac's  Chris- 
tina Neumann  was  kicked  out. 

But  alas,  within  eight  seconds 


left  in  the  first  quarter,  Mac's  Nady 
Trimble  made  back  the  goal  with  a 
strong  shot  from  six  metres. 

"Although  we  were  not  used  to  U 
of  T's  zone  defense,  we  managed  to 
pump  in  a  few  nice  goals,"  Hendrie 
said. 

In  this  game  the  Blues  experi- 
mented with  a  2-3  drop  defense, 
where  the  top  two  players  of  the 
umbrella  alternated  dropping  back 
towards  the  centre  to  help  the  centre 
defense. 

"Our  defense  was  strong,  espe- 
cially with  our  new  2-3  drop,"  said 
Giselle  Figuredo,  Toronto's  former 
team  captain.  "But  this  game  was 
just  to  work  on  strategy  and  the  out- 
come was  not  important." 

Although  the  Blues  were  gener- 
ously defeated,  their  results  thus  far 
have  put  Toronto  into  second  place 
in  the  league.  This  shows  the  rest  of 
the  province  that  the  Blues  will  no 
longer  be  pushed  around,  as  they 
have  been  in  the  past. 


Continued  from  previous  page 

centre  of  attention  are  former  Leafs 
Darryl  Sittler,  Wendel  Clark,  Lanny 
McDonald  and  Ron  Ellis,  former 
Argo  coach  Leo  Cahill,  Argo  legend 
Condredge  Holloway,  Donovan  Bailey, 
jockey  Sandy  Hawley,  and  two-time 
Word  Series  champion  manager  Cito 
Gaston. 


These  athletes  will  get  a  multitude 
of  attention  this  night,  but  they  will 
not  be  the  true  stars  of  the  evening. 
Easter  Seals  Ambassador  Amber  Pel- 
zer,  the  14-year-old  representative  for 
the  many  children  who  benefit  from 
the  Easter  Seals  foundation  every 
year,  will  take  centre  stage  in  a  room 
full  of  some  of  the  greatest  sports  leg- 
ends this  city  has  ever  known. 


Great  Summer  Counselor  Positions  —  Work  in  the  U.S. 


Residential  Summer  Camp  seeks  motivated  staff  in  individual  &  team  sports: 


•  baseball  •  basketball 

•  inline  hockey  •  golf 

•  sailing  •  mountainbiking 

•  canoeing  •  fencing 

•  RNs  •  coaches 


•  tennis 

•  swimming 

•  backpacking 

•  ropes  courses 


•  soccer 

•  art/sculpture 

•  hiking 

•  gymnastics 


general  counselors 


Hundreds  of  positions.  Located  in  the  Berkshire  Mountains  of  Massachusetts 
just  2  1/2  hours  from  NYC/Boston.  Competitive  salaries  +  room  and  board. 
Internships  available.  Co-ed  staff.  We  arrange  for  visas.  Call: 

Camp  Greylock  for  Boys  @  1-800-842-5214  I  www.campgreylock.com 
Camp  Romaca  for  Girls  @  1-800-779-2070  I  www.romac3.com 


Have  Fun  •  Work  with  Kids  •  Make  a  Difference  •  Summer  in  New  England 


KARA  DILLON 

Seen  locked  in  combat,  Lakehead's  Clayton  Sereres,  underneath,  ends  up  taking  down  opponent 
Mike  Cellie  from  McMaster  at  the  U  of  T-hosted  Toronto  Open  wrestling  tournament  this  weekend. 


WED.  JAN.  14 
WOMEN'S 
WATER  POLO 

vs. York  ~  7:45  p.m. 

Athletic  Centre  -  50  m  poo! 

FRI.  JAN.  16 
MEIU'S  HOCKEY 

vs.  Queen  s  -  7:30  p.m. 

Varsity  Arena 

BASKETBALL 
DOUBLEHEAOER 

vs.Windsor 

Women  6  p.m.  /  Men  8  p.m. 

Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 


SAT.  JAN.  17 
BASKETBALL 
DOUBLEHEAOER 

vs.  Western 
Women  6  p.m.  /  Men  8  p.m. 
Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 

WOMEN'S  HOCKEY 

vs.  Ottawa  -  4  p.m. 
MEN'S  HOCKEY 

vs.  RMC  -  7:30  p.m. 

Varsity  Arena 

SUN.  JAN.  18 
WOMEN'S  HOCKEY 

vs.  McGill  -  4  p.m. 

•  Varsity  Arena  


Check  our  \AAA/w.varsityblues.ca  for  more  information. 
U  ofT  students  free  with  valid  Student  Card. 


Free,  confidential  health 

advice  from  people 
who  are  actually  qualified 

to  £5ive  it. 


Telehealth  Ontario 
1-866-797-0000  | 

TTY:  1-866 -TQ'^OOO?  I 


Free  access  to  registered  nurses 
24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week, 
www.  HealthyOntario.  com 


®  Ontario 
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The  ball's  back  in  her  court 

Emotional  comeback  as  Majcen  returns  to  UofTand  volleyball 


by  IAN  HA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


"I  believe  you  should  follow  your 
emotions,"  says  Suzana  Majcen,  a 
starter  for  the  Varsity  Blues  volley- 
ball team.'Tollow  what  you  feel  and 
go  by  your  instincts." 

Majcen  has  been  true  to  her  word. 
After  all,  it  was  emotions  that  made 
her  leave  Storje,  Slovenia,  at  the  age 
of  18,  with  her  soon  to  be  Canadian 
husband,  her  heart  drunk  on  love 
and  her  belly  swollen  then  with  her 
son  Michael,  now  12.  It  was  emo- 
tion, too,  that  made  her  decide  to 
return  and  complete  her  final  year  of 
eligibility  with  the  Blues,  four  years 
after  graduating  with  an  Engineering 
degree  in  1999. 

It  is  a  fitting  coda  for  Majcen,  an 
instantly  likeable  person,  who  has 
managed  to  outgrow  her  small  vil- 
lage of  400  to  experience  a  narrative 
of  abuse  and  personal  setbacks — 
and  hopeful  recovery. 

"1  was  five  months  pregnant  when 


I  arrived.  I  didn't  know  what  1  wanted 
to  do.  I  didn't  know  whether  I  was 
going  to  go  back.  [But]  1  ended  up 
staying  to  see  how  the  relationship 
would  go,"  she  says  straightly. 

There  were  intimations  of  possible 
trouble:  his  hard  drug  use,  his  ques- 
tionable past.  She  knew  of  these.  But 
that  was  the  past  and  hjs  world  was 
different  from  hers,  she  says — his 
history  more  a  story  and  less  fact.  "1 
just  knew  what  1  felt  when  I  was  with 
him,  and  it  was  good.  What  was  the 
past  I  didn't  pay  much  attention  to." 

The  past,  however,  has  a  way  of 
transforming  painful  memories  into 
an  ugly  present.  The  relationship 
would  unravel  soon  after  Majcen  be- 
gan Grade  12  at  Wexford  Collegiate. 

"He  had  mental  problems;  he  had 
manic  depression.  So  it  was  really 
up  and  down.  When  1  went  back  to 
school  he  was  feeling  really  threat- 
ened. He  never  finished  school  and 
he  felt  1  was  surpassing  him.  We 
talked,  but  our  relationship  was 
never  highly  intellectual.  The  way 


he  was,  he  didn't  want  to  pursue 
anything." 

Physical  abuse  soon  led  to  sexual 
assault  charges  and  two  years  of 
prison.  She  recalls  feeling  seized  by 
tension  whenever  she  recognized  a 
man  of  his  likeness  walking  down 
the  street.  Dogged  by  heart  troubles, 
he  died  in  1997.  She  felt  mostly  sor- 
row and  little  else.  It  would  be  her 
and  Michael  from  then  on. 

But  there  was  help  to  be  had. 
Majcen  gives  much  credit  to  Blues 
volleyball  coach  Kristine  Drakich. 
"Kristine  did  so  much  for  me.  She 
knows  what  you  need  and  finds  it 
for  you." 

Majcen  recalls  her  time  juggling 
school,  varsity  volleyball,  and  Mi- 
chael, as  hectic.  "It's  all  a  big  blur," 
she  says  with  a  smile. 

Volleyball  entered  her  life  at  12, 
playing  in  the  streets  of  Storje.  "Vol- 
leyball has  always  been  part  of  my 
life,"  she  recalls  while  describing  her 
active  childhood. 

After  spending  her  first  two  years 


on  the  bench,  her  third  season  at  U 
of  T  appeared  to  be  a  breakout  year. 
Her  game  was  improving  and  many 
starters  graduated,  leaving  room 
to  play.  But  an  errant  landing  tore 
her  left  knee  ligaments  two  tourna- 
ments in — a  potentially  derailing 
blow.  Regardless,  Majcen  finished 
her  final  year  as  a  starter,  a  year  she 
describes  as  "amazing"-the  team 
winning  OU's  (provincial  champi- 
onships) and  making  CI's  (national 
championships). 

The  memories  of  that  year  lin- 
gered well  past  her  undergrad  days. 
At  AT&T,  where  she  now  works, 
thoughts  of  returning  to  complete 
her  final  year  of  eligibility  grew  insis- 
tent. A  talk  with  Drakich  last  winter 
convinced  her  to  return.  She  wanted 
to  improve  her  mental  game.  It  was 
now  or  never. 

Today,  she  starts  for  the  Blues, 
working  strongest  as  a  left-side 
striker.  Majcen  may  be  years  older 
than  her  teammates,  but  is  their 
equal  in  spirit  and  athleticism.  Last 
weekend  at  the  U  of  T  National  Invi- 
tational, she  led  the  Blues  in  scoring 
in  a  set  against  semi-final  opponents 
York,  and  played  strongly  agciinst 
Winnipeg  in  the  finals. 

Right  now,  Majcen  couldn't  be 
happier.  "It's  awesome.  Kristine's 


COURTESY  OF FPEH 

Suzana  Majcen  returns  to 
volleyball — older  and  wiser. 

style — I  can  see  how  much  better 
she  is  as  a  coach.  She  sees  what 
everyone  needs,  what  we're  lacking, 
what  we  need  to  work  on.  I'm  re- 
ally happy  because  I'm  getting  what 
I  came  back  for."  The  team,  she  says, 
is  the  strongest  she's  ever  seen. 

Come  March,  her  days  as  a  Blue 
will  come  to  an  end.  Feelings  of  sad- 
ness? "No,  not  sad!"  she  says.  "It's 
a  fact:  no  one  plays  more  than  five 
years."  Given  her  on-court  smile, 
she's  just  happy  to  be  back. 


SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED 

Looking  for  men  between  the  ages  of 
18-38  to  participate  in  a  sperm  donor 
program  that  pays  up  to  $190  weekly. 
Call  XYTEX  at  416-924-3021. 

CHILDREN'S  PRESENTERS  NEEDED 

To  present  fun  hands-on  activities  in 
schools  and  at  b-day  parties.  Car  and  exp. 
with  kids  req'd.  No  science  background 
needed.  Exciting  activities  such  as  slime 
and  rockets.  Pay:  $20-$25/l  hour  class. 
CALL  MAD  SCIENCE  TODAY  AT  (416) 
630-5282  Ext  26. 

ATTRACTIVE  YOUNG  WOMEN  NEEDED 

For  temporary  marketing  campaign  in 
Downtown  Toronto.  This  is  a  part-time 
position  with  flexible  hours  beginning 
in  late  January.  Position  pays  $10/hour. 
Interested  applicants  should  contact 
Amy  via  phone,  416-937-4145,  or  email: 
amymichellebrown@yahoo.ca 

PARTICIPANTS  NEEDED 

In  study  that  investigates  gender  and 
vocal  style  of  warnings  in  aircraft.  Call 
Rob  at  416-635-2033  for  further  informa- 
tion. 

HAVE  THE  SUMMER  OF  YOUR  LIFE 

At  a  prestigious  coed  sleepaway  camp 
in  the  beautiful  Pocono  Mountains  of 
Pennsylvania,  2  Vi  hours  from  NYC. 
We're  seeking  counselors  who  can 
teach  any  Team  &  Individual  Sports, 
Tennis,  Gymnastics,  Horseback  Riding, 
mt.  Biking,  Theatre,  Tech  Theatre, 
Circus,  Magic,  Arts  &  Crafts,  Pioneering, 
Climbing  Tower,  Water  Sports,  Music, 
Dance,  Science,  or  Computers.  Kitchen 
and  maintenance  positions  also  avail- 
able. Great  salaries  and  perks.  Plenty 
of  free  time.  Internships  available  for 
many  majors.  On-campus  interviews 
on  February  4th.  Call  800-869-6083 
between  9  and  5  eastern  time  on 
weekdays  for  application,  brochure, 
&  information,  www.islandlake.com 
info@islandlake.com. 


SPADINA&HARBORD 

Available  immediately.  To  rent-single 
rooms  for  male  students.  Meal  plan 
included.  Please  call  416-923-3318. 


Classifieds 


LARGE  BEACH  DUPLEX  ON  AN 
AMAZING  STREET 

Stunning  2  storey,  2  bedrooms,  2  modern 
baths,  fireplace,  skylights,  &  free  top 
deck.  $1,800  plus  utilities.  Available  mid 
April.  Call  416-690-5100  Dianne  Chapot. 


PARKING 

Excellent  spaces,  Spadina  and  Willcocks, 
opposite  New  College  and  Earth  Sciences, 
personalized  signs  showing  spaces 
reserved  24  hours,  $75  a  month,  call  Mark 
416-944-0805. 

READING  WEEK  TRAVEL  SPECIALS 

Cancun  and  Dominican  Republic  from 
$1044  (Triple).  All-inclusive  beachfront 
hotels.  Todd  &  Thames  Travel  1-800- 
962-8262;  wwwTHAMESTRAVEL.com; 
Lowest  Price  Guaranteed. 


ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr. 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/3.50  min  in  business  hrs  +. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 

HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 


REFLECT, 

U.C.'s  SOCIAL  AWARENESS  ART  SHOW 

Is  looking  for  artists  to  submit  work  to 
the  show  which  will  be  in  late  January. 
All  forms  of  art  media  are  welcome. 
Email  reflect2004@hotmail.com  for 
more  information  or  pick  a  package  in 
the  JRC  at  U.C. 

KNOX  BOOK  SALE 

Feb.  4-5,  2004  in  the  Knox  College 
Library,  59  St.  George,  9:00  AM  to  4:00 
PM.  Theology  and  other  subjects.  Free 
admission! 


TUTOR  FOR  ESSAY  WRITERS 

Certified  teacher  [M.A.].  Get  the  help 
you  need!  Humanities  and  ESL  students. 
For  appointment  call  416-503-2010  or  e- 
mail  glenn7777@idirect.com 

TOO  MANY  ESSAYS 
TOO  LITTLE  TIME? 

Essay  Experts  Can  Help!  We  provide 
essay  writing/editing/research  ser- 
vices. Professional  writers.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed!  No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 
1-877-974-TEXT  Essayexperts.ca 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compuflow.  416/.5.39-9443. 


ESSAY  EDITING 

Professional  writer/editor  edits  and 
proofreads  essays,  letters,  graduate 
applications,  CVs,  etc.  Reasonable  rates, 
fast  turnaround.  Interactive  or  by  e-mail. 
Pay  Pal  accepted.  Earl  Miller  (416)  566- 
7149. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue -Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 

issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 


designer  frames  •  on-site  lab  ■  high  quality  lenses 


Doctors 

Jerry  Nolfi  |  Upen  Kawale 

Optometrists 

*^  eye  exams  •  eyeglasses  ■  contact  lenses  •  f^^^^ 
^^^^^  loser  surgery  consultations  ^F^y  ' 

MANULIFE  CENTRE  •  55  BLOOR  ST.  W.  (AT  BAY)  •  416-966  I955 
www.toron1oeyecare.com 


The  Post-Graduate 

International  Marketing  Program 

can  put  the  global  business  community  within  your  reach. 

Learn  with  industry  practitioners.  Gain  insights  into  the  European 
marl<et,  the  culture  and  business  environment  throughout  Latin  America, 
the  Asia  Pacific  nations,  and  the  world.  Get  hands-on  experience  with 
valuable  field  placements.  All  in  just  eight  months, 

Call  (416)  675-6622,  ext  3207,  fjp*  H  UMBER 

or  e-mail  peter.madott@humber.ca  The  Business  School 


W  IV  w  , 

business 

h  u  m  b  e  r  . 

c  a 

Double  the  power  of  your  degree 


Make  a  career 

out  of  the  game 
\  you  love. 


with  a  6-month  post-graduate  certificate  program  in 

Professional  Golf  Management 

if  you're  a  university  or  college  graduate,  you  may  qualify  for  Number's 
unique  program.  It  combines  both  business  administration  and  golf 
management  operations  training.  Call  (416)  675-6622,  ext  3220 
e-mail  ray.chateau@humber.ca  ^ 

HUMBER 

The  Business  School 


www.business.humber.ca 
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Student  council  sticking  up  for  Falun  Gong 


byFEONCHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


One  of  the  many  goals  President 
Robert  Birgeneau  has  on  his 
agenda  is  to  give  U  of  T  inter- 
national recognition  along  side 
high-ranking  universities  such 
as  the  University  of  Michigan 
and  the  University  of  California 
at  Berkeley. 

The  goal  to  gain  international  rec- 
ognition, however,  may  have  been 
achieved  already,  as  sources  say 
U  of  T  has  been  gaining  attention 
from  one  of  the  least  expected 
places — the  Chinese  Consulate. 

The  story  began  tv^^o  years  ago 
when  SAC  passed  a  resolution  to 
support  the  Falun  Gong  student 
club  here  at  U  of  T.  Lucy  Zhao, 
a  PhD  student  in  management 
and  a  Falun  Gong  practitioner 
recalled  the  details.  "SAC  has 
been  quite  supportive  in  the  past 
years.  Two  years  ago,  it  passed  a 
resolution  to  support  the  Falun 
Gong  and  to  stop  the  persecution 
of  Falun  Gong.  Afterwards,  they 
received  some  hate  literatures 
from  the  Chinese  consulate  in 
Toronto...  [materials]  like  they 
shouldn't  support  Falun  Gong." 

SAC's  Vice  President  Student 
Life,  Dylan  Rae,  who  was  newly 
elected  to  the  position  last  year, 
does  not  recall  the  event.  Rae 
adds  that  from  the  time  he  was 
elected  till  now  he  personally 
has  not  received  any  threats  or 
complaint  letters  from  either  the 
Chinese  government  or  the  Chi- 
nese consulate  regarding  SAC's 
involvement  with  the  Falun  Gong 
student  club.  However,  he  does 
not  deny  that  SAC's  support  for 
Falun  Gong  "is  certainly  upset- 
ting" to  the  Chinese  government. 

Rae  notes  that  SAC  must  give 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 

Centre  for  the  Arts  founder  and  teacher  John  Boylan  instructs  the  Young  Company  at  an  acting  workshop.  For  extended  arts  coverage, 
read  the  Varsity's  All  Review  issue,  hitting  stands  Jan.  26. 


support  to  all  peaceful  associa- 
tions on  campus,  even  ones  that 
are  as  controversial  as  Falun 
Gong.  He  says,  "Falun  Gong  repre- 
sents a  peaceful  movement  that 
is  non-violent  and  benevolent  in 
nature.  SAC  supports  all  peaceful 
movements  which  many  U  of  T 
students  are  part  of." 


Adhering  to  that  principle,  SAC 
decided  to  bring  a  motion  to  reaf- 
firm its  support  for  Falun  Gong  at 
the  November  board  meeting  of 
last  year.  According  to  Rae,  there 
was  opposition  from  members 
who  were  concerned  with  what 
they  saw  and  read  about  Falun 
Gong  but  ultimately,  the  resolu- 


tion was  passed  with  a  majority. 

Recently,  on  Dec.  6,  2003,  SAC 
helped  the  Falun  Gong  student 
club  to  set  up  information  booths 
at  the  Robarts  library  and  pro- 
vided them  assistance  with  the 
funding  of  the  affair. 

While  SAC's  involvement  with 
Falun  Gong  here  on  campus  oc- 


curs in  peace,  others  tell  a  differ- 
ent story  and  some  even  involve 
cases  of  physical  assault  and  ha- 
rassment of  Falun  Gong  support- 
ers. According  to  Zhao  and  other 
practitioners  Quincy  Yu,  Dave 
Meek  and   Fixing  Zhang,  hate 

See  FALUN  GO  XG  on  page  4 


Election  chaos  at  York  as  squabbling 
factions  battle  for  power 


by  IAN  HA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Tensions  between  a  winning  election 
campaign  and  the  student  council  it 
seeks  to  replace  has  York  University 
without  an  incoming  student  gov- 
ernment and  charges  of  vindictive 
political  maneuvering  sprouting  like 
mushrooms — and  has  reopened  the 
Israeli-Palestinian  divide  on  campus. 

The  brouhaha  surrounds  the  Nov. 
27  election  victory  of  Paul  Cooper's 
"depoliticization"  campaign  under 
the  banner  of  Progress  Not  Politics 
(PNP)  that  managed  to  win  26  of  32 
seats,  including  all  four  executive 
positions. 

But  York's  Federation  of  Students 
(YFS)  council  has  yet  to  ratify  the 


results  after  allegations  accusing 
Cooper  of  illegal  overspending  have 
dragged  the  process  to  an  uncertain 
end. 

"We  have  a  power-corrupt  council 
that's  not  willing  to  listen  to  stu- 
dents," asserts  Cooper,  who  irked 
some  council  members  by  attempt- 
ing to  enter  YSF  offices  last  Monday. 

YSF  has  made  clear  it  will  go  alone 
in  resolving  all  post-election  politics, 
charging  York's  administration's 
decision  yesterday  to  accept  the  elec- 
tion results  as  "illegitimate,"  "mis- 
guided" and  "harmful."  Although 
dependent  on  a  levy  worth  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars  from  the 
university  to  pay  their  bills — which 
the  university  has  withdrawn — YSF 
exists  as  a  separate  corporation  and 


enjoys  much  legal  freedom. 

"These  delays  and  appeals  [by 
council]  are  all  just  part  of  a  con- 
certed effort  to  keep  us  from  office," 
said  Yaakov  Roth,  Cooper's  cam- 
paign manager.  "1  think  it's  motivated 
by  political  motives,  and  we're  not 
happy  about  it." 

Many  see  this  latest  strife  as  anoth- 
er example  of  strained  Israel-Pales- 
tinian politics  on  Toronto  campuses. 
Cooper,  president  and  founder  of  the 
Young  Zionist  Partnership,  ran  his 
Hillel-backed  PNP  platform  on  the 
promise  of  purging  the  YSF  of  mem- 
bers he  says  were  using  YSF's  coffers 
to  advance  political  agendas.  YSF  is 
known  on  campus  for  its  anti-war 
and  anti-FTAA  stance. 

Cooper  acknowledges  the  opposi- 


tion may  be  a  result  of  his  personal 
politics.  "1  think  there's  an  element 
my  being  a  pro-Zionist  activist,"  he 
said.  Although  Cooper  said  the  main 
issue  is  about  power,  he  added  that 
"it's  impossible  to  ignore  that  the 
pro-Palestinian"  wing  of  the  council 
is  "refusing  to  recognize  [the]  pro- 
Israeli  victors." 

"We  have  not,  as  a  council,  taken 
any  sides,"  said  VP  of  Equality  and 
current  executive  council  member 
Sandra  Pierre.  "We're  here  to  repre- 
sent students,  all  students."  She  said 
the  situation  was  not  racially  moti- 
vated. "This... [is  not]  an  anti-Jewish 
thing.  That  is  not  the  issue  here.  The 
issue  has  been  about  overspending." 

That  issue  of  overspending  began 
when  opponents  of  Cooper's — Erica- 


Joy  Henry,  Pablo  Vivanco  and  Jeff 
Granell — approached  YSF  several 
days  before  the  vote  saying  Cooper 
had  exceeded  campaign  spending 
limits;  election  rules  cap  spending  at 
$400  on  executive  positions  and  $100 
for  all  other  council  positions.  Any- 
one caught  overspending  is  disquali- 
fied. Cooper  denies  the  allegations. 

Specifically,  Henry  claims  Cooper's 
payment  of  $56  for  his  81/2x11  color 
posters  were  not  at  "market  price." 
Henry  approached  the  same  print- 
ing company,  Continental  Press, 
with  Cooper's  same  order  and  was 
quoted  a  price  of  $573  (before  taxes). 
"In  my  estimation  it  far  exceeds  the 
$400  limit,"  she  says.  Henry  says  her 
discovery  was  corroborated  by  Ryan 
Jarvis,  York's  Chief  Returning  Officer, 
who  is  in  charge  of  overseeing  the 
elections. 

To  resolve  the  accusation,  the  mat- 
ter was  discussed  for  10  hours  at  a 
Dec.  4  Elections  Committee  meeting 
together  with  council  members.  At 

See  )  O/ik  on  page  3 
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Less  filling,  but  does 
it  taste  great? 

Light  beer  war  gears  up  for  health-conscious  chuggers 


by  JACQUELINE  HUANG 


On  a  diet?  Forget  about  grabbing  a 
Diet  Coke.  Next  time  you're  at  your 
favourite  bar,  you'll  have  the  option 
of  ordering  a  Sleeman  Clear  or  Lab- 
att  Sterling,  the  newest  duo  to  cre- 
ate a  storm  in  the  previously  calm 
market  of  light  beers. 

These  beers  are  not  only  different 
in  their  sleek,  modern  packaging, 
but  they  also  offer  an  unprecedent- 
ed 2.5  grams  of  carbohydrates  per 
bottle  compared  to  the  six  to  nine 
grams  contained  in  most  other  light 
beers  in  the  Canadian  market. 

According  to  an  August  2003 
press  release  by  Sleeman  Brewer- 
ies, Canadians  are  becoming  more 
health  conscious  when  making 
dietary  choices.  Student  Ron  Hong 
agrees,  complaining  that  his  cur- 
rent favourite  beers  have  "too  many 
calories  and  there  isn't  enough  time 
to  workout."  He  is  one  of  the  many  U 
of  T  students  interviewed  that  have 
expressed  interest  in  the  new  lower 
calorie  beers. 

James  Suh  is  one  of  the  few  stu- 
dents who,  as  well  as  Alexander 
Keith's,  prefers  a  light  beer  every 
time  he  goes  to  a  bar.  According  to 
James,  his  favourite  light  beer  "goes 
down  smooth." 

Sleeman  Clear  entered  the  light 
beer  market  last  summer  with  the 
promise  of  being  "a  remarkably 
clean,  refreshing  premium  beer." 
In  addition  to  containing  a  minimal 
amount  of  carbs,  each  341ml  bottle 
of  Clear  boasts  only  90  calories, 
making  it  easy  for  anyone  to  inte- 
grate it  into  a  calorie-counting  diet. 

Labatt  Sterling,  released  later  into 
2003,  also  features  the  same  car- 
bohydrate content  but  slightly  less 
energy  at  88  calories.  The  average 
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Old  standards  are  making  way  for  a  new  wave  of  light  beers  on  the 
market. 


beer  contains  nearly  150  calories  in 
comparison. 

LCBO  employee  Lois  noted  that 
both  brands  are  too  new  on  the 
store  shelves  to  have  their  populari- 
ty assessed.  She  remarked  that  light 
beers  are  "quite  pleasant  because 
you  don't  feel  it  as  much." 

Current  light  beers  on  the  market 
all  contain  four  per  cent  alcohol  by 
volume,  contributing  to  their  lighter 
taste.  The  four  per  cent  is  also  the 
reason  for  the  fewer  calories,  as 
according  to  online  health  journal. 
Medicinal  Food  News. 

Before  jumping  in  and  deciding 
that  light  beer  is  an  offer  you  can- 


not resist,  consider  The  Beer  Store 
employee,  Mike  Solignac's  experi- 
ence, that  "Sleeman  Clear  tastes  like 
Sprite."  Other  students  on  campus 
who  have  tried  light  beers  also 
contend  that  the  reduced  alcohol 
content  led  to  a  more  diluted  taste. 

Unfortunately,  due  to  the  new- 
ness of  Sleeman  and  Labatt's  offer- 
ings, bars  around  campus  that  do 
carry  the  beers  are  few.  O'Grady's 
has  yet  to  stock  up  but  Cabby's  Bar 
and  Grill  on  Bloor  Street  has  plenty 
of  Sleeman  Clear  to  help  you  judge 
if  switching  to  light  beer  should  be 
next  on  your  resolutions  towards  a 
healthier  lifestyle. 
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New  Woodsworth  residence 
promises  condo  comfort 


by  JUSTIN  LEUNG 


The  intersection  of  St.  George  and 
Bloor  recently  received  a  new  occu- 
pant rivalling  the  various  landmarks 
which  surround  the  neighbour- 
hood. 

Woodsworth  College's  new  resi- 
dence has  just  finished  preliminary 
construction  and  is  set  to  officially 
open  its  doors  in  April  for  summer 
residency. 

This  marks  the  college's  first  of- 
ficial residence  which  has  opted  for 
a  "condominium"  style.  Condos  are 
divided  into  two  categories  of  four 
to  six  rooms  depending  on  the  floor 
with  each  having  two  bathrooms,  a 
kitchen  and  living  room. 

One  major  difference  to  regular 
condominium  living  is  that  the  laun- 
dry facilities  will  be  located  on  the 
ground  floor  and  will  only  be  acces- 
sible by  T-Card.  The  residence  will 
also  have  a  fully  equipped  athletic 
centre  and  common  rooms  on  cer- 
tain floors. 

Residences  likes  this  have  become 
commonplace  in  the  US  where  many 
schools  like  the  University  of  Il- 


linois aim  to  attract  more  students 
with  the  prospects  of  privacy  and 
comfort  away  from  home.  To  top  it 
all  off,  each  room  in  the  condos  will 
also  be  outfitted  with  a  lock  and  key 
to  provide  an  even  greater  sense  of 
solitude  for  students. 

Even  with  all  the  excitement  that 
has  come  with  the  innovative  new 
building,  the  university  had  to  face  a 
tough  hurdle  put  forth  by  Sonja  Bata, 
owner  of  the  Bata  Shoe  Museum. 

Representatives  of  the  museum 
felt  that  the  height  of  the  new 
residence  would  overshadow  their 
building  and  lead  to  a  decline  in  visi- 
tors. Ultimately,  Sonja  Bata  decided 
to  press  the  issue  to  the  Ontario 
Municipal  Board  which  delayed  con- 
struction of  Woodsworth's  planned 
residence. 

Due  to  the  complaints  lodged  by 
Bata,  Dean  of  Students  John  Con- 
rad said  that  they  had  to  "move  it 
(residence)  further  away  from  Bloor 
and  St.  George  and  caused  a  six  to 
seven  week  delay."  On  top  of  these 
changes,  officials  had  to  set  aside 
plans  to  make  the  building  taller 
and  settle  for  eleven  stories.  Even 


so,  Conrad  feels  the  incident  is  iso- 
lated and  states  that  the  local  "rent 
payers  association  was  quite  happy 
with  the  design." 

Woodsworth  College's  latest  ad- 
dition to  the  St.  George  campus  has 
helped  fuel  speculation  that  the  uni- 
versity hopes  to  use  this  residence 
as  a  model  for  future  student  hous- 
ing. However,  Conrad  is  adamant  in 
stating  that  this  is  not  the  case.  He 
feels  that  each  college  must  build 
a  residence  to  "suit  the  needs  of 
their  students."  He  cites  the  new 
residence  being  built  at  University 
College  as  an  example  of  this  belief. 

Although  the  UC  residence  design 
seems  quite  similar  to  that  of  Wood- 
sworths'.  University  College  decided 
to  retain  a  dormitory-style  living  for 
their  new  housing  with  shared  bath- 
rooms and  common  areas.  This  de- 
cision was  made  due  to  overwhelm- 
ing support  by  the  student  body  of 
the  college. 

Both  residences  demonstrate  the 
diversity  at  the  university  which  has 
helped  spawn  unique  buildings  giv- 
ing the  campus  a  new  skyline  for  the 
21"  century. 


WOODSWORTH  COLLEGE 

Woodsworth  College's  new  residence  will  feature  condo-style 
living  quarters. 
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the  meeting.  Cooper  said  he  con- 
tacted Continental  Press  as  far  back 
as  last  May.  When  asked  by  Jarvis 
why  he  did  not  tell  him  about  pay- 
ing $56  dollars  for  the  prints  earlier. 
Cooper  responded  by  saying  he  had 
no  obligation  to  do  so. 

The  Elections  Committee,  which 
is  comprised  of  the  YSF  president, 
three  council  members,  and  one 


constituency  member,  voted  the  first 
weekend  after  Dec.  14  in  Cooper's 
favour — but  only  after  committee 
member  Heather  Mountcourt  re- 
signed, saying  she  was  intimidated. 

In  an  unprecedented  move,  the 
council  overturned  the  Elections 
Committee  verdict  on  Dec.  15  and 
failed  to  ratify  23  candidates  run- 
ning on  the  PNP  platform,  including 
Cooper's  own  spot  as  president. 

"The  council  did  that  because 
there  was  concerns  about  the  elec- 


tions process,"  says  Pierre.  "[Coun- 
cil] was  concerned  with  the  impar- 
tiality of  the  Elections  Committee, 
and  accusations  of  intimidation."  The 
council  decided  to  move  the  process 
into  an  open  hearing  with  council 
members — some  of  whom  ran  and 
lost  against  Cooper. 

"The  very  thought  of  being  tried 
by  the  very  people  we  beat  is  ridicu- 
lous," said  Roth. 

It  is  not  clear,  however,  whether 
the  council  is  legally  allowed  to  by- 


pass the  Elections  Committee's  deci- 
sion into  an  open  hearing.  Cooper's 
lawyer  Edward  Prutschi  argued  to 
the  council  at  the  Dec.  15  meeting 
that  YSF's  own  by-laws  prohibit  such 
behaviour. 

Add  to  this  the  conflict  of  interests 
of  voting  council  members  who  ran 
for  or  against  the  PNP  platform.  Such 
issues  prompted  the  Chair  of  the 
Elections  Committee  this  week  to 
seek  legal  advice  before  moving  for- 
ward. Cooper  said  he  may  seek  legal 


action  if  the  results  are  not  ratified  in 
his  favour. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Elections 
Committee  decided  to  put  the 
Constituency  Committee — a  body 
made  up  of  all  nine  York  college 
presidents — in  charge  of  deciding 
later  this  week  on  the  overspending 
controversy.  Council  members  say 
they  will  accept  that  decision  uncon- 
ditionally. 

"Hopefully,  we'll  have  a  new  execu- 
tive by  Monday,"  said  Pierre. 
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Multifaith  meeting  proves 
we  can  all  just  get  along 


by  GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  80  or  so  religious  student  groups 
on  the  U  of  T  campus  may  not  always 
get  along  with  each  other,  but  there 
was  at  least  one  thing  on  Monday  they 
could  share:  a  free  lunch. 

"1  cannot  begin  to  tell  you  how  excit- 
ing it  is  to  see  you  all  here  this  after- 
noon," said  Geoff  Wichert,  coordinator 
of  the  Campus  Chaplains  Association 
(CCA).  "Today  we  are  here  to  meet 
each  other  face-to-face,  perhaps  for 
the  first  time." 

The  50-plus  representatives  of  stu- 
dent religious  groups  met  for  lunch  in 
the  Hart  House  Music  room  to  discuss 
their  role  as  faith  organizations  within 
a  secular  institution  like  U  of  T. 

"We  want  to  be  respected,  integrat- 
ed, and  accepted  here,"  said  Wichert. 

The  discussion  was  intended  to  find 
common  ground  that  the  groups  could 
work  within  to  promote  themselves  on 
campus  and  advocate  for  all  the  faith 
organizations  on  campus. 

Of  course,  everyone  knew  that  their 
groups  don't  always  get  along. 

"I  suspect  that  some  of  our  feel- 
ings are  mixed  about  diversity,"  said 
Wichert  in  his  opening  remarks.  "We 
want  the  freedom  to  practice  our  own 
religions,  but  also  realizing  that  that 
freedom  must  be  extended  to  others 
as  well." 

At  Table  3,  Saira  Bhojani  of  the  Is- 
maili  Student  Association  and  Shaun 
Abbas  of  the  Thanqalayn  Muslim  As- 
socation  were  trying  to  explain  the  dif- 
ference between  their  closely-related 
faiths  to  the  non-muslims  at  the  table. 

"It's  difficult  to  explain  without  a 
diagram,"  said  Abbas. 

"We  share  many  beliefs  in  common. 


U  of  T's  religious  groups  meet  at  Hart  Houe  on  Monday. 
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but  the  difference  is  in  how  they  are 
materialized,"  Bhojani  added. 

The  relation  of  fundamentalist  Islam 
to  other  religions  was  discussedNdeli- 
cately.  Regarding  the  ongoing  "War 
on  Terror,"  Abbas  stressed  the  need 
for  unity. 

"In  the  wake  of  what's  going  on,"  he 
said,  "it's  important  that  we  get  togeth- 
er to  understand  each  other's  faith." 

At  Table  4,  they  were  talking  about 
their  role  in  a  secular  university. 

"In  such  a  secular  society,"  said 
Elenna  Mossoff,  of  the  Hillel  Jewish 
Students'  Union,  "religious  groups 
provide  asylum  to  people  who  want 
something  familiar  around  them.  Go- 
ing towards  a  group  where  their  own 
faith  is  practiced  is  comforting  for 
them." 

David  Elliot  of  the  Compass  Catholic 
Fellowship  agreed. 

"We  see  our  faith  group  as  an  island 
of  humanity  in  a  sea  of  despair,"  he 
said. 


Laney  Marshall  of  Hart  House  said 
that  as  a  secular  organization  itself. 
Hart  House  avoids  the  divisive  fights 
that  religious  groups  often  have: 
"There  aren't  that  many  wars  fought 
over  music,"  she  said. 

"Except  Led  Zepplin  and  AC/DC," 
said  Nouman  Ashraf  of  Student  Af- 
fairs. 

Ghan  Chee,  a  Buddhist  from  the 
Mindfulness  Practice  Community, 
was  pleased  with  the  discussion. 

"At  our  table  we  had  a  Sufi,  an 
Ecumenical,  two  Buddhists,  Korean 
Christians,  and  a  Catholic,"  she  said. 
"Buddhism  Is  very  inclusive — that's 
why  I'm  interested." 

The  whole  event  was,  in  a  word, 
polite. 

"Politeness  is  a  good  starting 
point,"  said  Wichert.  "Once  we  have 
a  good  basis  we  can  get  to  the  more 
difficult  issues.  1  wouldn't  want  a 
multifaith  initiative  to  be  solely  about 
difference." 
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literature  is  constantly  being  de- 
livered to  governmental  agencies 
and  to  all  levels  of  government 
such  as  city  councillors,  MPs 
and  mayors  who  show  support 
to  Falun  Gong.  A  December  2003 
report  produced  by  the  World  Or- 
ganization to  Investigate  the  Per- 
secution of  Falun  Gong  (WOlPFG) 
identified  numerous  reports  of 
such  kind. 

In  February  2000,  one  Member 
of  Parliament  was  "physically  and 
verbally  harassed  inside  the  Par- 
liament building."  Rob  Anders, 
MP  for  Calgary  West,  wore  a  Fa- 
lun Gong  T-shirt  while  attending 
a  Chinese  New  Year's  celebration 
hosted  by  the  Chinese  Embassy 
in  Ottawa  and  found  himself  sur- 
rounded by  a  group  of  men  who 
started  to  harass  him. 

In  a  letter  he  wrote  to  John 
Manley,  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs  of  the  Chretien  govern- 
ment, Mr.  Anders  expressed 
his  concerns.  "There  have  been 
serious  breaches  in  diplomatic 
protocol. ..staff  members  of  the 
People's  Republic  physically 
assaulted  me  in  the  House  of 
Commons  for  wearing  [the  shirt]. 
They  also  tried  to  steal  a  camera 
away  from  a  Canadian  photo- 
journalist  taking  pictures  of  the 
event."  He  continued,  "Visitors  to 
our  country  must  obey  the  rules 
of  this  country;  they  cannot  be 
allowed  to  flaunt  our  laws." 

WOlPFG  also  cited  that  this 
past  summer,  the  Chinese  con- 
sulate located  at  240  St.  George 
St.,  Toronto  was  displaying 
propaganda  posters.  It  reported 
that  anti-Falun  Gong  posters 
were  put  up  on  the  walls  of  the 
corridors  where  visitors  would 
line  up  and  inevitably  read.  The 
so-called  "wall  of  defamation" 
contained  messages  such  as 
"FALUN  GONG  IS  A  SCOURGE" 
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and  "Combat  Cults  and  Protect 
Human  Rights." 

Despite  these  cases  of  assaults 
and  harassment,  many  people, 
including  many  high-level  gov- 
ernment officials  in  Canada, 
remain  firm  in  their  support  for 
Falun  Gong.  A  booklet  compiled 
in  2000  by  practitioners  of  Fa- 
lun Gong  in  celebration  of  Falun 
Dafa  Week  is  evidence  of  such 
support.  In  it  are  more  than  a 
dozen  congratulatory  letters  and 
proclamations  from  Canadian 
dignitaries  and  honoured  offi- 
cials including  Governor  General 
Adrienne  Clarkson,  then  deputy 
prime  minister  Herb  Gray,  then 
minister  of  justice  and  attorney- 
general  of  Canada  A.  Anne  McLel- 
lan  and  various  premiers  and 
members  of  parliament. 

Meanwhile,  a  plan  to  pass  a  res- 
olution to  reaffirm  SAC's  support 
for  Falun  Gong  was  cancelled  at 
SAC's  board  meeting  last  night. 
The  motion  was  postponed  be- 
cause it  failed  to  make  it  onto 
the  meeting's  agenda,  which 
unfortunately  was  not  available 
until  only  half  an  hour  before  the 
scheduled  meeting.  As  a  result, 
the  vote  on  the  issue  has  now 
been  pushed  back  until  the  next 
board  meeting  next  month. 

Dylan  Rae,  who  wanted  to  get 
the  motion  passed  in  last  night's 
board  meeting  was  frustrated 
with  the  outcome.  "The  agenda 
wasn't  even  ready  until  half  an 
hour  before  the  meeting,  so  there 
was  no  way  to  get  anything  on  it. 
It  was  just  a  small  technicality." 

But  the  motion  of  support  for 
Falun  Gong,  as  Rae  noted,  will  be 
passed  one  way  or  another.  "I'll 
make  sure  it  gets  passed  in  the 
clubs  commission  meeting  next 
Tuesday.  These  people  [Falun 
Gong  student  group]  have  done 
so  much  [in  asking  for  our  sup- 
port], they  really  deserve  it," 
said  Rae. 
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If  so,  consider  the  field  of  Advancement.  Advancement  is  the  term  used  to  describe  the  activities  of  fundrai.sing. 
alumni  and  public  relations,  among  others,  that  help  to  harness  the  financial  and  hum.rn  resources  required  to  advance 
the  goals  of  the  University. 
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Making  the  Mosaic  Work 

Law  and  Diversity  Conference  2004 

University  of  Toronto,  Faculty  of  Law 
Friday,  January  30,  2004,  1:00  -  4:30  p.m. 
Registration  12:00  -  1:00  pm  /  Reception  4:30  -  5:30  pm 
Bennett  Lecture  Hall,  78  Queen's  Park,  Toronto 

Please  join  us  for  the  second  annual  Law  and 
Diversity  Conference  at  the  University  of  Toronto, 
Making  the  Mosaic  Work.  This  conference  will 
critically  examine  federal  and  provincial  policies 
and  practices  on  the  accreditation  of  foreign 
trained  professionals,  as  well  as  the  difficulties 
that  immigrants  face  in  securing  recognition  for 
foreign  work  experience  in  the  labour  market. 
The  goal  of  the  conference  is  to  bring  together 
university  academics,  community  activists,  and 
government  regulators  to  engage  in  a  wide- 
ranging  discussion  on  one  of  the  most  pressing 
issues  of  public  policy  and  social  justice  facing 
Toronto. 

GUEST  SPEAKERS 

-  Professor  Sujit  Choudhry,  University  of  Toronto,  Faculty  of  Law 

-  Dr.  Rocco  Gerace,  Registrar,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
of  Ontario 

-  Dr.  Uday  Shankardass,  President,  Association  of  International 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Ontario 

-  Naomi  Aiboim,  School  of  Policy  Studies,  Queen's  University 

-  Jeffrey  Reitz,  Dept.  of  Sociology,  University  of  Toronto 

-  Faviola  Fernandez,  Policy  Roundtable  Mobilizing  Professions  and 
Trades  (PROMPT) 

HOW  TO  REGISTER 

Due  to  limited  seating,  advance  registration  is  required. 
$20  registration  fee  (GST  included).  Please  download  a  copy  of 
the  conference  registration  form  at  http://www.law.utQronto.ca/ 
conferences/mosaic. html  or  email  jennifer.tam@utoronto.ca. 
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Hail  the  new  religion 


byANDYCANIVET 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Figured  you  were  an  atheist,  did 
you?  Ctiances  are  you  participate 
in  a  religion  without  even  itnowing 
it — and  we"re  not  talking  about  the 
benign,  church  picnic  kind  of  reli- 
gion. There's  another,  more  insidi- 
ous kind  of  worship  and  blind  faith 
which  presents  a  far  greater  threat 
to  society  than  any  fundamentalist 
with  an  unhealthy  fascination  in 
aviation  could  ever  pose.  It's  called 
economics. 

Economics  calls  itself  a  science 
because  somewhere  along  the  line 
a  lot  of  math  got  tossed  in,  but  just 
like  any  discipline  it  is  founded 
on  certain  fundamental  assump- 
tions... Fundamentally  wrong  fun- 
damental assumptions.  Let's  look 
at  a  few: 

The  first  is  rational  self-inter- 
est— the  idea  that  you'd  have  to 
be  an  idiot  not  to  try  and  get  the 
highest  gain  for  the  least  effort, 
even  if  it  means  withholding  medi- 
cine from  people  who  can't  pay,  or 
dumping  toxic  waste  into  a  river 
system  because  it's  cheaper  than 
disposing  of  it  properly. 

As  a  theory  of  human  choice, 
rational  self-interest  just  doesn't 
fly.  For  one  thing,  it's  only  a  few  of 
us  who  can  be  entirely  selfish  and 
get  away  with  it — if  we  all  acted 
like  Enron  execs,  we'd  all  kill  each 
other.  Altruism  has  huge  survival 
value  in  a  social  animal. 

For  another  thing,  people  rarely 
comprehend  the  full  benefits  and 
costs  of  their  actions.  Most  of  the 
time  we  just  have  to  fudge  it  and 
hope  for  the  best.  The  only  excep- 
tion is  in  an  artificial  system,  like 
the  market,  where  profits  and  costs 
are  easily  calculated.  Economic  ra- 
tionality is  circular — the  market  is 
based  on  rational  self-interest,  but 
rational  self-interest  only  works  in 
a  market  system. 

Another  basic,  and  stupid,  as- 
sumption of  economics  is  scar- 
city— the  idea  that  there's  never 
enough  to  go  around  (demand 
exceeds  supply)  because  we  live  in 
a  finite  ecosystem,  because  people 
always  want  more  than  they  can 
have,  and  because  population  sup- 
posedly always  grows  exponen- 
tially while  resources  do  not. 

For  one  thing,  for  a  science  that 
believes  in  scarcity,  there  sure 
are  a  lot  of  believers  who  carry  on 
like  there's  no  limit  on  how  much 
wood,  oil,  fish,  etc.  that  can  be 
squeezed  from  the  earth,  and  no 
shortage  of  places  to  dump  the 
waste  products. 

Even  if  you  overlook  this,  scarcity 
still  breaks  down.  It's  true  that  re- 
sources are  finite  (greed  and  igno- 


rance notwithstanding),  but  we're 
people,  not  rabbits.  We  should  be 
able  to  avoid  overpopulation  with- 
out having  to  rely  on  starvation  to 
take  care  of  it  for  us.  That's  what 
education  and  contraception  are 
for.  As  for  wanting  more  than  we 
need — we  live  in  a  very  unhappy 
culture,  but  our  unhappiness  is  not 
because  most  of  us  are  starving  or 
homeless.  It's  no  coincidence  that 
depression,  anxiety,  stress,  and 
suicide  are  all  on  the  rise  in  an  age 
where  advertising  and  pop-culture 
constantly  tell  us  that  who  we  are 
and  what  we  have  are  never  good 
enough. 

Luckily  for  us,  democracy 
emerged  at  roughly  the  same  time 
as  economics,  preventing  the  "dis- 
mal science"  from  being  taken  to  its 
farthest  logical  (and  most  dismal) 
outcome — feudalism  run  by  mer- 
chants. But  our  lives  are  still  pretty 
much  organized  according  to  the 
idea  that  the  best  possible  society 
is  one  of  endless  competition — that 
to  survive  you  must  be  greedy. 

And  it's  not  just  the  blind  faith 
in  bad  psychology — our  economic 
actions  resemble  religious  forms. 
We  worship  money.  Governments 
and  corporations  make  important 
policy  decisions  based  on  the 
divinations  of  the  economic  high- 
priesthood,  who  in  turn  struggle  to 
discern  the  will  of  the  Market. 

We  don't  build  cathedrals  any- 
more. Our  greatest  architectural 
monuments  are  shopping  malls. 
Next  time  you're  at  Yorkdale  or 
the  Eaton's  centre,  take  a  look  at 
the  space.  Notice  how  the  more 
expensive  retailers  are  always  lo- 
cated near  the  largest  spaces  and 
the  brightest  light  sources  because 
money  is  our  spiritual  currency. 
Take  a  close  look  at  the  ritual  a  per- 
son performs  when  they  step  up  to 
a  bank-machine  or  wait  for  absolu- 
tion at  the  tellers.  If  you'd  never 
seen  a  bank  before,  you  might  think 
it  was  a  kind  of  shrine. 

Okay,  so  maybe  you're  not,  ahem, 
buying  all  this;  but  it's  something 
to  think  about  the  next  time  you 
line  up  at  the  bank  or  find  yourself 
shopping  to  feel  better. 

Religion  or  not,  the  foundations 
of  economics  are  still  philosophi- 
cally bankrupt,  and  we  really  ought 
to  stop  living  according  to  them.  A 
truly  rational  person  considers  the 
effects  of  his  or  her  actions,  and 
knows  that  the  health  of  the  com- 
munity, the  land,  and  oneself  are 
inextricably  linked.  A  truly  rational 
person  knows  that  if  you  take  care 
of  your  neighbors,  they  will  take 
care  of  you;  and  that  if  you  want 
more  than  you  need  and  can  rea- 
sonably have,  then  you  will  never 
be  happy. 
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Cyclists  not 
above  law 

re:  Idle  cops  riding  cyclists, 
Jan.  6 

The  author  believed  that  he  should 
not  have  been  ticketed  for  failing  to 
stop  at  a  stop  sign  while  riding  his 
bike  because  he  chose  an  "envi- 
ronmentally responsible  mode  of 
transportation." 

Why  is  it  that  so  many  cyclists 
believe  that  they  can  disregard  the 
rules  of  the  road  simply  because 
they  are  "green?" 

This  holier-than-thou  attitude  is 
ridiculous.  Riding  a  bicycle  does 
not  put  you  above  the  law.  I  do  not 
see  a  problem  with  police  enforc- 
ing the  laws  of  the  road  around 
the  campus.  While  walking  down 
St.  George  once  I  saw  a  cyclist  ride 
straight  through  a  red  light,  plow- 
ing through  a  stream  of  pedestrians 
who  were  crossing  on  the  green. 

1  would  hardly  say  the  cops  were 
being  idle,  merely  doing  their  job. 

Marialisa  Laurella 


State  of  the 
union 

re:  Majority  rules,  Jan.  12 

1  would  like  to  congratulate  the  Var- 
sity on  its  coverage  of  the  ongoing 
unionization  of  University  sessional 
instructors.  Labour  issues  like  this 
one  too  often  go  unreported  on 
campus. 

I  do,  however,  have  one  concern 
about  the  article.  Naomi  Fance 
reported  that  56  per  cent  of  ses- 
sional employees  are  in  favour  of 
unionization,  a  number  that  would 
give  CURE  3902  a  comparatively 
weak  mandate  to  bargain  for  these 
employees.  There  are  many  vaga- 
ries to  the  process  of  unionization, 
and  56  per  cent  merely  represents 
the  proportion  of  "yes"  votes  so 
far,  counted  out  of  the  total  number 
cast.  Nearly  a  third  of  the  ballots 
cast  remain  uncounted,  in  legisla- 
tive limbo. 

Of  the  ballots  counted,  just  over 
82  per  cent  of  sessional  instructors 
voted  in  favour  of  unionization  with 
CURE  3902.  Eighty-two  per  cent 
represents  an  overwhelming  man- 
date to  bargain  for  a  group  of  em- 
ployees who  are  clearly  dissatisfied 
with  how  the  University's  Faculty 
Association  has  "represented"  their 
interests  in  the  past. 

Kit  Dobson 

Chief  Steward,  CUPE3902 
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by  DAVID  SILVERMAN 

VABSITY  STAFF  


By  the  time  he  was  19, 
Spencer  Goldman  had 
racked  up  a  debt  of 
$5,000,  pawned  all  of 
his  possessions,  alienated  most 
friends,  and  was  kicked  out  of  his 
parents'  house.  Spencer  suffers 
from  a  gambling  addiction,  and  he 
is  not  alone. 

This  year,  over  one-third  of 
Americans  will  place  some  sort 
of  wager  on  the  Super  Bowl.  A 
Canadian  adult  spends  an  average 
of  $424  annually  on  government- 
run  gambling.  Recent  statistics  on 
gambling  are  not  only  astounding, 
but  downright  scary.  One  study 
indicates  that  gambling  has  sur- 
passed smoking  and  drinking  as 
the  number  one  addiction  afflicting 
North  Americans  today.  The  lure  is 
apparently  becoming  irresistible, 
and  Americans  and  Canadians 
are  spending  billions  of  dollars 
each  year  in  hopes  of  hitting  the 
jackpot. 

Only  a  generation  ago,  bingo 
halls  and  the  odd  charity  casino 
were  enough  to  satisfy  the  cravings 
of  the  Canadian  public.  But  today, 
video-lottery  terminals  are  being 
installed  and  casinos  are  being 
built  at  an  alarming  rate  in  order 
to  meet  the  increasing  demand  of 
gamblers.  And  with  the  emergence 
of  online  gambling  sites,  the  power 
to  bet  away  your  life  savings  is  liter- 
ally at  your  fingertips. 

On  the  flipside,  provincial  gov- 
ernments are  profiting  more  than 
ever  from  the  revenue  generated 
by  gambling's  popularity.  Accord- 
ing to  Statistics  Canada,  the  total 
money  wagered  at  casinos  across 


the  country — in  government  lotter- 
ies and  at  VLTs  (video-lottery  ter- 
minals)— has  almost  quadrupled  in 
the  past  decade,  rocketing  to  $10.7 
billion  last  year  from  $2.7  billion  in 
1992.  By  all  accounts,  gambling  is 
now  a  major  cash  cow  for  the  Cana- 
dian government. 

Beneath  this  sheen  of  comfort- 
able profit,  gambling  rests  on  a 
crumbling  underbelly  of  addiction 
and  self-destruction.  Like  other 
social  ills,  such  as  drinking  and 
smoking,  there  is  increasingly 
little  doubt  that  abusive  gambling 
habits  leave  ruin  in  their  wake.  Jon 
Kelly  of  the  Responsible  Gambling 
Council  of  Ontario  suggests  that 
there  are  more  than  340,000  adults 
in  Ontario  alone  who  have  a  gam- 
bling problem.  Over  60,000  of  those 
cases  can  be  considered  "severe." 

As  the  addiction  proliferates,  the 
sob  stories  of  lost  bank  accounts 
and  broken  homes  are  no  longer 
only  associated  with  middle-aged 
men — they  are  now  a  widespread 
phenomenon.  Housewives  from 
Saskatoon  are  addicted.  Senior 
citizens  all  across  Quebec  are 
squandering  retirement  savings 
and  losing  pension  funds.  A  1996 
article  in  Sports  Illustrated  for  Kids 
stated  that  more  than  one  million 
children  in  the  United  States  have 
a  gambling  problem.  And  yes,  even 
on  the  university  campus,  gambling 
is  rearing  its  ugly  head. 

Take  the  case  of  Spencer*,  a 
recent  graduate  of  a  Canadian 
university  who  admits  to  being  a 
compulsive  gambler,  or  as  he  likes 
to  call  it,  a  "sick  puppy." 

Spencer,  an  honour-roll  student 
who  attended  a  public  high  school 
like  any  other  in  the  GTA,  was  first 
introduced  to  the  seductive  world 
of  gambling  in  1992.  It  was  thanks  in 


large  part  to  a  high  school  football 
tournament  he  took  part  in,  played 
in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada  -  gambling 
mecca  of  the  world.  Only  16  years 
old  at  the  time,  Spencer  was  in  awe 
of  the  notorious  Vegas  Strip.  "I  fell 
in  love  with  the  Vegas  lifestyle,  I 
saw  high  rollers  and  I  wanted  to  be 
one,"  he  says.  "Guys  were  rolling 
up  to  casinos  in  Ferrari's,  with  cus- 
tom-made Armani  suits  and  six- 
foot  blondes  on  their  arm — what 
more  is  there  to  say?" 

When  he  returned  to  Toronto, 
Spencer  immediately  began  gam- 
bling. "Me  and  some  buddies  start- 
ed going  to  charity  casinos  that 
were  located  near  our  high  school. 
It  got  to  the  point  that  we  were  go- 
ing at  least  five  days  a  week,  trying 
to  make  what  we  called  'lunch  hits' 
because  we  were  going  during  our 
lunch  hour."  Spencer  first  played 
blackjack  at  the  $1  tables.  But  he 
says  within  a  year  he  was  playing 
every  hand  at  the  $10  table.  Soon, 
he  was  risking  at  least  $60  per 
hand. 

When  Spencer  turned  18  he 
started  attending  real  casinos,  like 
Rama  and  Niagara,  on  a  regular 
basis.  "It  got  to  the  point  where  I 
was  seen  as  a  VIP  client,  they'd  pay 
for  my  hotel  room,  comp  my  meals, 
and  drive  me  to  the  casino  in  a 
limo.  And  I  was  only  18!"  Spencer 
was  living  the  high  roller  lifestyle 
on  a  high  school  bank  account. 

He  started  to  expand  his  gam- 
bling habits  to  include  sports 
betting  with  a  bookie  that  he  met 
while  away  at  university.  Spencer 
started  placing  bets  on  college 
and  pro  football.  "I  was  betting  50 
bucks  on  that  school,  100  bucks  on 
this  team,  and  it  wasn't  like  I  was 
doing  a  lot  research  -  I  was  more 
going  with  my  gut  instinct."  It  got 


to  the  point  where  Spencer  placed 
a  $4,000  bet  (his  largest  ever)  on 
the  49ers  to  beat  the  Cowboys  in  an 
NFC  Championship  football  game. 

To  this  day.  Spencer  blames  the 
backup  quarterback  of  the  49ers, 
Elvis  Grbac  for  ultimately  caus- 
ing his  downward  spiral.  "If  I'd 
won  that  bet,  I  honestly  believe  I 
wouldn't  be  gambling  today,  be- 
cause I  would  be  all  squared  up 
[no  money  to  owe].  But  Elvis  Grbac 
throws  a  lame  duck  interception  in 
the  dying  seconds  to  ruin  me." 

Like  most  gamblers.  Spencer  was 
losing  more  then  he  was  winning. 
Thanks  to  bad  luck  at  the  tables 
and  picking  football  winners. 
Spencer  had  accumulated  a  debt 
of  over  $5,000.  Spencer  says  he 
was  even  attacked  in  his  university 
residence  by  a  bookie  demanding 
to  get  paid.  But  the  worst  would 
come  when  he  came  back  home  for 
the  summer. 

Coming  back  from  a  12-hour  pok- 
er marathon  one  day,  his  parents 
confronted  him  and  that's  when 
he  lost  it.  "1  said  some  things  to 
my  mother  that  no  one  should  ever 
say,  and  that's  when  I  knew  the 
gambling  demons  truly  took  over 
my  brain,"  he  says.  His  parents 
kicked  him  out  of  the  house  and  he 
moved  in  with  his  girlfriend  at  the 
time.  One  of  the  first  things  Spen- 
cer did  after  he  was  kicked  out  of 
his  house  was  pack  his  car  with  all 
of  his  sports  and  stereo  equipment 
and  head  to  different  pawnshops 
around  town.  He  sold  almost  ev- 
erything he  owned,  but  he  was 
still  forced  to  borrow  large  sums  of 
money  from  friends — including  the 
amount  set  aside  by  one  friend  for 
student  loan  payments — in  order 
to  pay  off  debtors. 

At  the  moment.  Spencer  has 


managed  to  pay  back  most  of  the 
friends  he  owes,  and  he  has  rec- 
onciled with  his  parents.  He  has 
graduated  from  university  with  a 
degree  in  criminal  justice  and  is 
currently  working  for  the  Toronto 
Board  of  Education.  He  even  lives 
out  his  dream  in  the  summer  by 
playing  professional  football  in  Eu- 
rope. But  the  gambling  continues. 

Even  though  his  parents  think  he 
has  stopped.  Spencer  admits  that 
since  the  age  of  16  he  has  never 
gone  more  then  a  month  without 
serious  gambling.  However,  his 
outlook  has  changed  a  bit,  "  It's 
not  even  a  rush  anymore."  he  says. 
"I'm  just  trying  to  crawl  out  of  the 
hole  that  I've  dug  for  myself."  Spen- 
cer says  he  has  definitely  curtailed 
his  gambling  habits,  but  he  still 
strongly  believes  that  there  is  one 
more  big  score  out  there.  "One  of 
these  days  I'm  gonna  take  Niagara 
for  a  hit  it  will  remember,"  he  says. 

And  that's  the  thing  that  is  strik- 
ing. If  you  didn't  know  about  his 
gambling  habits,  Spencer  would 
appear  to  be  a  very  normal  person, 
who  leads  a  very  normal  life.  But 
when  he  speaks,  he  uses  words 
like  degenerate  and  sicko  to  de- 
scribe himself. 

Sociologists  point  out  that 
gambling  addictions  are  rooted  in 
biological  makeup,  social  circum- 
stances, psychological  and  even 
cultural  factors— meaning  just 
about  anyone  is  susceptible  to  the 
pitfalls  of  betting.  Spencer  is  one  of 
those  "anyones,"  who  finished  off 
our  interview  by  proudly  announc- 
ing that  he  has  never  taken  a  drug 
or  puffed  on  a  cigarette  in  his  life. 
"One  vice."  he  argues,  "is  enough." 

*  name  changed  to  protect 
subject's  identity 
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SCIENCE  BRIEFS 

Split  personality, 
split  brain 

New  research  shows  that  people 
who  have  "spHt  personalities," 
also  known  as  multiple  person- 
ality disorder  or  dissociative 
identity  disorder,  have  different 
regions  of  their  brain  devoted  to 
their  different  personalities.  Each 
personality  uses  its  own  network 
of  nerves  and  thus  has  its  own  set 
of  memories.  People  who  develop 
multiple  personality  disorder  tend 
to  have  suffered  extreme  trauma  in 
childhood,  and  it  is  suggested  that 
they  create  the  separate  network 
of  memories  so  the  trauma  seems 
to  have  happened  to  somebody 
else.  The  study  was  done  by  scan- 
ning the  brains  of  people  with  split 
personalities  while  they  listened 
to  stories  about  themselves  while 
in  the  two  different  personality 
states. 

Source:  Nature 
-ZOE  CORMIER 

Miscarriages  now 
predictable 

Scientists  may  have  found  a  way 
to  predict  if  a  pregnancy  will  fail, 
weeks  before  the  miscarriage  will 
happen.  About  half  of  all  pregnan- 
cies miscarry  before  the  woman 
even  knows  she  is  pregnant,  and 
between  10  and  15  percent  of  all 
known  pregnancies  fail.  Until 
now  it  was  not  possible  to  tell  if 
a  pregnancy  would  be  successful 
or  not,  but  researchers  recently 
found  that  levels  of  the  immune 
system  protein  MlCl  drop  drasti- 
cally around  three  weeks  before 
miscarriage.  The  finding  could 
lead  to  a  test  for  failing  pregnan- 
cies, and  even  to  drugs  that  would 
prevent  miscarriage. 
Source:  Nature 
-Z.C 


Deodorant  may  cause 
breast  cancer 

An  analysis  of  breast  cancer 
tumours  found  traces  of  a  chemi- 
cal group  known  as  parabens, 
found  in  deodorants  and  other 
cosmetics,  in  18  of  20  tumours 
examined.  The  chemical  signa- 
ture of  the  parabens  they  found 
indicates  that  they  came  from 
something  applied  directly  to  the 
skin.  Researchers  say  this  finding 
may  explain  why  60  per  cent  of 
all  breast  tumours  are  found  in 
the  area  closest  to  the  underarm. 
Parabens  can  mimic  estrogen, 
which  is  known  to  play  a  crucial 
role  in  the  development  of  breast 
cancer.  These  results  lend  sup- 
port to  a  long-standing  theory 
that  anti-perspirants  and  deodor- 
ants cause  breast  cancer.  Breast 
cancer  is  currently  the  largest 
killer  of  women. 
Source:  New  Scientist 
-Z.C. 


The  Varsity  Mars  series:  part  t 


N/ISA/JPL/CORKELL 

The  Far  East:  This  panoramic  shot  of  the  Martian  east  hills  was  taken  by  the  rover  Spirit  this  week.  The  hills  are  about  three  kilometres 
away,  a  three  day  trek  for  the  rover,  which  is  currently  sitting  in  a  crater  the  size  of  Connecticut. 

Rovers  on  the  red  planet 


by  JUSTIN  TROTTIER 

VABSITY  STAFF 


"We  got  it."  Those  words  from  the 
Jet  Propulsion  Laboratoy  (JPL)  in 
California,  mission  control  center 
for  the  Mars  Exploration  Rover 
(MER)  Spirit,  have  opened  a  pe- 
riod that  will  prove  to  be  the  most 
exciting  yet  in  humanity's  quest  to 
understand  the  solar  system  and 
Earth's  mysterious  neighbour. 

Late  on  the  night  of  January  3, 
tension  and  excitement  were  both 
high  at  the  JPL  as  Spirit  safely  went 
through  all  its  landing  sequences, 
from  entry,  descent,  and  landing. 
Now,  just  over  a  week  later,  the 
rover  already  has  its  arm  and  all 
six  of  its  wheels  free,  has  cut  the 
cord  connecting  the  rover  to  the 
lander,  and  is  almost  ready  to  roll 
off  the  landing  platform,  after  which 
it  will  be  free  to  explore  uncharted 
Martian  vistas. 

While  the  last  Mars  rover  was 
about  the  size  of  a  computer  moni- 
tor. Spirit  stands  about  five  feet  tall. 
The  rover  will  explore  the  Gusev 
crater,  which  is  the  size  of  Connecti- 
cut and  was  probably  once  a  Mar- 
tian lake.  "There's  not  much  doubt: 
this  site  contained  a  body  of  liquid 
water,  at  least  for  some  amount  of 


time,"  says  Jim  Garvin,  NASA's  lead 
scientist  for  Mars  Exploration.  It  is 
thought  that  sediments  may  have 
been  deposited  into  the  crater  by 
water  entering  the  lake  from  a  chan- 
nel system. 

The  rover,  equipped  with  a  ro- 
botic arm  and  a  drilling  tool,  will 
have  the  capability  to  grind  away 
surface  dust  and  will  be  able  to  ana- 
lyze rocks  for  minerals  that  form  as 
water  dries  up,  such  as  gypsum,  fa- 
miliar on  Earth,  and  calcium  magne- 
sian  sulfate.  Minerals  of  carbonate, 
known  to  be  often  produced  by  life 
and  nearly  always  a  sign  of  water, 
may  be  discovered. 

The  rover,  designed  to  survive  for 
at  least  three  months,  will  be  able 
to  move  to  interesting  rocks  and 
deposits  at  a  speed  of  one  km/day. 
At  the  end  of  the  month  Spirit  will 
be  joined  by  its  twin  rover  Opportu- 
nity, which  will  land  nearly  halfway 
around  the  planet  so  that  day  and 
night  there  will  be  rovers  roaming 
the  Martian  surface. 

Opportunity  is  nearing  the  planet 
and  will  arrive  by  January  25  on  a 
region  known  as  Meridiani  Planum, 
which  contains  exposed  deposits  of 
a  mineral  called  gray  hematite  that 
forms  most  often  under  long-term 
watery  conditions.  Scientists  may 


A  shot  of  Spirit,  taken  by  Spirit. 

find  proof  for  a  past  lake  or  hot 
spring,  ideal  conditions  for  life. 

Unfortunately  this  unprecedented 
period  of  discovery  began  with  a  di- 
saster when  the  British  Mars  lander. 
Beagle  2,  failed  to  make  contact  with 
Earth.  Beagle  2  had  successfully 
detached  from  the  orbiter  Mars  Ex- 
press five  days  earlier,  but  contact 
was  never  made  after  the  lander 
entered  the  Martian  atmosphere. 

However,  Mars  Express  was  suc- 
cessfully placed  into  a  stable  orbit 
from  where  it  will  perform  studies 
on  the  planet's  atmosphere,  surface, 
and  crust  down  to  a  few  kilometers 
below  the  surface.  Since  NASA's 
Mars  Odyssey  confirmed  the  pres- 
ence of  frozen  water  buried  under 


dry  ice  (frozen  carbon  dioxide), 
the  European  Space  Agency's  Mars 
Express  hopes  to  continue  these 
investigations. 

These  investigations  into  the 
existence  of  life  (or  at  least  the  in- 
gredients necessary  to  sustain  life) 
on  Mars  are  absolutely  essential,  re- 
gardless of  the  result,  explains  Ivan 
Semeniuk,  a  science  commentator 
for  Discovery.  They  will  help  to  de- 
fine the  boundary  of  the  "lifespace" 
in  the  universe,  and  the  habitable 
zone  of  our  solar  system. 

"Of  all  the  solar  system  planets. 
Mars  has  the  climate  most  like  that 
of  Earth.  Both  are  sensitive  to  small 
changes  in  orbital  parameters,"  said 
planetary  scientist  Dr.  James  Head 
of  Brown  University.  "Now  we're 
seeing  that  Mars,  like  Earth,  is  in  a 
period  between  ice  ages."  As  Mars  is 
so  similar  to  Earth,  information  on 
its  past  will  help  us  understand  our 
own  planet's  past. 

But  more  than  that,  Semeniuk 
explains.  Mars  is  special  because  it 
is  more  like  a  "real"  place  than  any 
other  planet  in  the  solar  system, 
save  Earth,  with  a  landscape,  a  ho- 
rizon and  a  sky.  When  you  look  at 
images  of  Mars,  you  "feel  like  you 
could  step  into  the  frame  and  start 
walking  around." 


UTSC  gets  some 
computing  muscle 


byERICBEIERS 


UTSC  has  accepted  the  largest 
single  donation  in  its  history,  a  grid 
computer  worth  1.5  million  dollars. 
The  new  computer  will  be  deployed 
by  the  end  of  January  in  the  new 
Academic  Resource  Centre  (ARC)  at 
UTSC.  To  commemorate  this  dona- 
tion the  largest  classroom  at  UTSC, 
located  in  the  ARC,  has  been  named 
"Sun  Microsystems  Informatics 
Commons,"  and  it  contains  one  of 
the  first  digital  libraries  in  Canada. 
The  donation  includes  new  hard- 
ware, software,  and  the  training 
required  to  run  the  grid  computer. 

There  are  many  grid  computers 
throughout  the  world,  including 
at  the  St.  George  Campus.  Instead 
of  building  a  single  computer  that 
would  be  very  fast  but  expensive, 
grid  computers  obtain  their  speed 
by  combining  the  power  of  many  in- 
expensive computers.  Grid  comput- 
ers are  often  cheaper  and  can  easily 
be  expanded,  which  is  not  possible 
with  traditional  supercomputers. 
The  grid  will  theoretically  perform 


a  half-trillion  mathematical  opera- 
tions per  second,  which  ranks  it  just 
shy  of  the  top  500  supercomputers 
in  the  world  and  makes  it  about 
500  times  faster  then  the  average 
desktop. 

The  addition  of  this  new  resource 
has  created  quite  a  stir  at  UTSC, 
and  many  faculty  members  plan  to 
incorporate  it  in  their  work.  Having 
their  own  grid  computer  means 
UTSC  faculty  will  no  longer  need  to 
purchase  time  from  other  computer 
installations.  Large  amounts  of 
data  that  have  remained  dormant 
in  archives  because  of  the  lack  of 
computing  power  can  now  be  di- 
gested and  synthesized  with  other 
information. 

Many  experiments  that  were  once 
physically  set  up  by  researchers 
and  support  staff  can  now  be  simu- 
lated using  computer  models.  They 
allow  experiments  to  be  conducted 
that  could  not  be  done  outside  of 
a  simulation,  due  to  the  cost,  size, 
safety,  and  time  restraints  involved. 
The  scientific  disciplines  that  will 
benefit  from  these  models  include 


KEVIN  CHAN 

The  main  entrance  to  the  new  Academic  Resource  Center  at  UTSC. 


climatology,  hydrology,  biology,  as- 
tronomy, and  neuroscience. 

Several  students  have  raised  con- 
cerns of  another  sort:  the  hidden 
costs  of  receiving  the  donation  be- 
yond the  naming  of  the  lecture  hall. 
Concerns  include  the  replacement 
of  the  widely  used  Microsoft  Office 
with  Sun's  StarOffice,  a  free  product 
that  is  supposed  to  be  similar.  Philip 
Wright,  Manager  of  Computing  & 
Networking  Services  at  UTSC,  as- 
serts that  these  two  events  are  not 
linked.  He  says  the  software  was 
replaced  to  save  money  that  can 
be  reallocated  to  other  software 
purchases. 


Unfortunately,  many  students  have 
been  experiencing  headaches  using 
StarOffice  due  to  frequent  crashing 
and  incorrectly  formatting  Microsoft 
files,  as  well  as  its  frequent  inability 
to  print.  A  campus-wide  upgrade  to 
standardize  printer  drivers  and  the 
newest  version  of  StarOffice  was  im- 
plemented before  the  holiday  break, 
and  it  is  hoped  these  will  alleviate 
many  of  these  problems.  One  thou- 
sand free  StarOffice  7.0  CD-ROMs  will 
be  handed  out  in  the  Meeting  Place  in 
January  to  be  installed  on  students' 
home  computers,  in  order  to  help 
ease  the  burden  of  transferring  work 
between  home  and  school. 
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Incorporating  irony 


Unorthodox 
doc  takes  aim 
at  business 
bigwigs 

by  DAVID  SMOOKLER  

I  first  heard  director  Mark 
Achbar  at  the  Toronto  Film  Fes- 
tival after  seeing  his  film  The 
Corporation.  "I'd  like  to  thank  the 
corporate  sponsors,"  he  said  to 
the  audience,  "Even  though  their 
sponsorship  is  a  shallow  ploy 
to  put  a  human  face  on  what  is 
essentially  a  pathologically  cal- 
lous and  harmful  entity — we  still 
appreciate  the  support."  His  wry 
words  were  almost  a  precis  of  the 
movie:  possibly  the  most  direct 
and  intense  attack  on  corpora- 
tions in  film  history,  mixed  with 
humour  and  a  sense  of  irony. 

Fast-forward  three  months  and 
Achbar  is  in  town  picking  up  an 
award — one  of  many — for  this  re- 
markable film.  In  person  he  seems 
shy  and  gentle,  completely  devoid 
of  the  self-importance  one  would 
expect  from  an  internationally 
recognized  film  director.  Remind- 
ed of  his  thank-you  speech  at  the 
festival,  he  says,  "Yeah,  at  one 
point  we  were  going  to  thank  all 
the  corporations  that  physically 
made  the  film  possible,  but  the 
list  just  wouldVe  been  too  long, 
all  the  materials  and  services  that 
went  into  the  manufacturing  and 
processing,  transporting  us.  Top 
to  bottom,  you  can't  escape.  It's 
the  air  we  breathe." 

Achbar  himself  doesn't  char- 
acterize the  movie  as  an  attack 
on  corporations.  "We're  com- 
plicit,  this  is  the  paradigm  we're 
living.  The  film  calls  our  attention 
to  the  water  we're  swimming  in 
collectively.  Or  drowning  in,  per- 
haps." 

An  astonishing  thing  about  the 
film  is  how  it  does  this.  It's  not  a 
finger-wagging  polemic;  rather, 
through  interviews  with  CEOs  of 
some  of  the  largest  corporations 


Filmmaker  Mark  Achbar 

in  the  world,  a  picture  emerges 
of  a  machine  gone  out  of  control. 
Though  the  topic  is  depressing 
and  serious,  the  film  is  anything 
but. 

"1  don't  think  I'd  know  how  to 
make  a  straight  documentary," 
Achbar  offers.  "I  think  in  Manu- 
facturing Consent  (his  1993  film 
on  linguist  and  contemporary 
political  thinker  Noam  Chomsky) 
and  in  this  film  there's  a  certain 
lightness  of  touch,  a  certain  sar- 
donic kind  of  wit  that's  infused 
throughout.  In  Amsterdam  people 
didn't  quite  get  the  humour  in  the 
same  way  that  audiences  here 
did.  The  Dutch  audience  felt  that 
this  is  a  serious  topic  and  we 
shouldn't  laugh.  The  third  time  1 
introduced  the  film  at  a  festival 
there  I  said,  'It  seems  that  in  Am- 
sterdam people  need  to  be  given 
permission  to  laugh,  even  though 
the  topic  is  serious.  I  hereby  give 
you  permission.'  So  that  got  a 


laugh.  And  the  whole  film  played 
very  differently  with  that  audi- 
ence." 

Rather  than  vilify  CEOs,  the  film 
focuses  on  something  much  deep- 
er and  problematic:  corporations 
themselves.  Legally  they  are 
people — immortal,  super-power- 
ful and  without  emotions. 

"In  the  film,  the  CEO  of  Good- 
year said  outright:  'If  it  was  up 
to  me  and  my  own  personal 
preferences,  I  would  do  things 
differently.  But  as  CEO  1  can't.'  So 
he's  explicit  about  what  the  role 
imposes  on  him  in  terms  of  be- 
having like  a  decent  person,  but 
the  corporation  has  no  impera- 
tive to  behave  decently,"  Achbar 
explains. 

"These  guys  didn't  strike  me 
as  evil.  But  you  don't  know.  I 
mean,  they're  very  polished 
interviewees.  By  the  end  of  most 
of  these  interviews  I  was  ready 
to  buy  stock  in  these  people's 


companies.  They  were  so  charm- 
ing and  persuasive  and  decent 
and  amusing.  1  was  ready  to  sign 
up!  And  then  you  have  to  take  a 
walk  around  the  block,"  he  says. 

Does  the  filmmaker  feel  that  the 
corporate  paradigm  is  inescap- 
able? 

"Of  course  not,  or  we  wouldn't 
have  made  the  film,"  he  declares. 
"To  put  six  years  of  effort  into 
making  a  film  like  this  is  de  facto 
an  expression  of  hope  that  things 
can  change.  I  mean,  it  is  not  a 
mass  call  to  suicide. 

"If  there's  one  thing  that  we 
really  want  the  film  to  do,  it's  to 
initiate  some  kind  of  democratic 
debate.  That  is  where  change 
begins.  People  need  to  be  remind- 
ed that  they  are  the  ones  who  are 
in  a  position  to  grant  or  restrict 
the  power  of  corporations,  that 
we  as  participants  of  a  democrat- 
ic society  have  that  power,  and  1 
think  we  are  not  fully  exercising 


DAVID  SMOOKLER 


that  power  these  days." 

After  all  this,  what  does  Achbar 
think  people  can  do?  "Well,  I'm 
reluctant  to  prescribe  action," 
he  laughs,  "You  know,  the  action 
I'd  like  to  prescribe  is:  go  see 
the  film  and  get  others  to  do  the 
same — 1  think  it's  a  political  act 
to  go  see  the  film  in  a  mall  like 
Canada  Square.  Help  us  put  up 
posters.  Relay  e-mails  to  people 
in  other  cities...  But  in  terms  of 
more  revolutionary  action,  1  think 
that's  up  to  each  individual  to 
look  at  their  own  skill  set,  their 
own  deep  passions  and  concerns 
about  the  world. 

"You  have  to  realize  you  can't 
do  everything,  you  can't  be  ev- 
erywhere— you've  gotta  pick  your 
battles,  and  as  Noam  [Chomsky] 
said  in  Manufacturing  Consent, 
you've  got  to  be  able  to  look  your- 
self in  the  mirror." 

For  more  information  about  the 
film,  visit  www.thecorporation.tv 


Biz  doc  makes  for  savvy  cinema 


The  Corporation  is  a  savvy 
and  fast-paced  look  at  the 
meaning  and  methods  of  big 
business.  Directed  by  Jennifer 
Abbot  and  Mark  Achbar,  based 
on  ideas  by  B.C.  law  professor 
Joel  Bakan,  the  film  uses  can- 
did interviews  with  CEOs  and 
political  critics  such  as  Noam 
Chomsky,  Howard  Zinn,  Naomi 
Klein  and  Michael  Moore, 
spliced  with  remarkable  histori- 
cal film  footage  to  explore  what 
is  happening  today  as  corpora- 
tions become  more  powerful 
than  governments.  Rather 

than  being  a  problem  of  a  few 
'bad  apples',  as  the  film  so  hu- 
mourously points  out,  the  very 


FILM  REVIEW 


The  Corporation 


Directed  by  Jennifer  Abbott 
and  Mark  Achbar 


Rating:  WW 


structure  and  mandate  of  cor- 
porations— to  maximize  profits, 
reduce  costs,  and  to  'external- 
ize' responsibilities  for  any 
negative  effects  they  have  on 
others — makes  them  dangerous 
masters  indeed. 
In  a  surprisingly  witty  analy- 


sis. The  Corporation  puts  for- 
ward the  fact  that  corporations 
are  legally  considered  'people' 
and  builds  a  case  that  these 
ultra-powerful  individuals  are 
psychopaths.  Perhaps  most  ex- 
traordinary, the  film  (six  long 
years  in  the  making — very  few 
people  in  the  film  and  television 
industry  wanted  to  hear  about 
big  ideas)  manages  to  be  up- 
lifting and  to  provide  hope.  As 
co-director  Mark  Achbar  puts 
it,  "Resistance  is  fertile." 

The  Corporation  opens  Fri- 
day, January  16th  at  the  Bloor 
Cinema  for  one  week  and  at 
Canada  Square  for  an  indefinite 
run.-DAVID  SMOOKLER 


Filmmaker  Mark  Aclibar 
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Energy  essays 
fail  to  electrify 


BOOK  REVIEW 


Fueling  the  Future:  How 
the  Battle  Over  Energy  is 
Changing  Everything 


Edited  by  Andrew  Heintzman 
and  Evan  Solomon 


by  CHRIS  McKINNON 


It  only  takes  a  cursory  glance  at 
the  headlines  from  a  daily  news- 
paper to  find  it:  Oil.  It  is  at  the 
root  of  war,  the  primary  fuel  for 
the  world  economy,  the  cause  of 
global  warming.  In  this  world,  oil 
is  synonymous  with  energy,  and 
energy  has  wormed  its  way  into 
every  aspect  of  modern  life. 

In  the  very  near  future,  our  en- 
ergy use  will  outstrip  our  energy 
production.  Evan  Solomon  and 
Andrew  Heintzman,  co-founders 
of  Shift  Magazine,  hope  to  solve 
that  problem  with  a  new  book 
called  Fueling  the  Future.  Since 
moving  on  from  progressive 
mag  Shift,  Solomon  is  the  host 
of  CBC  Newsworld's  Hot  Type, 
and  Heintzman  is  the  CEO  of 
Investeco,  a  company  that  pro- 
vides capital  and  expertise  to  en- 
vironmental businesses.  Fueling 
the  Future  is  the  first  installment 
of  the  pair's  new  book  series,  The 
Ingenuity  Project. 

The  Ingenuity  Project  takes  its 
name  from  (U  of  T  Peace  and 
Conflict  Studies  prof)  Thomas 
Homer-Dixon's  book.  The  Ingenu- 
ity Gap,  and  runs  with  Homer- 
Dixon's  thesis  that  there  exists 
a  gap  between  those  with  the 
"ingenuity"  to  solve  society's 
problems  and  those  who  would 
implement  that  ingenuity.  Each 
year.  The  Ingenuity  Project  will 
bring  together  the  world's  lead- 
ing experts  to  examine  a  ques- 
tion or  address  a  problem  of 
global  concern. 

This  year's  installment,  Fuel- 
ing the  Future,  seeks  to  bring 
together  "the  world's  leading  en- 
ergy thinkers"  to  share  ideas  and 
solutions  to  the  world's  energy 
problems  and  answer  questions 
such  as:  What  happens  when  we 
run  out  of  oil?  Can  alternative  en- 
ergies like  wind,  solar,  and  tidal 
ever  replace  fossil  fuels?  How 
can  we  best  reduce  our  depen- 
dence on  non-renewable  energy 
sources? 

Notable  contributors  include 
Geoffrey  Ballard,  the  inventor  of 
the  hydrogen  fuel  cell;  Dr.  Avi 
Friedman,  a  professor  of  archi- 
tecture at  McGill  University;  and 
Gordon  Laird,  a  journalist  who 


has  covered  stories  on  the  en- 
vironment, politics,  and  culture 
for  magazines  like  Saturday  Night, 
This  Magazine,  and  (lefty  U.S. 
mag)  Mother  Jones. 

This  book  is  a  bit  scatter- 
brained in  its  attempt  to  address 
the  very  broad  subject  of  energy. 
Solomon  and  Heintzman  have 
done  a  nice  enough  job  pulling 
some  of  the  more  disparate  top- 
ics together  with  a  series  of  edi- 
tors' introductions  before  each 
chapter.  But  despite  their  efforts, 
the  essays  themselves  can  tend 
towards  the  polemic.  Rather 
than  proposing  solutions  to  our 
problems,  some  of  the  chapters 
merely  describe,  for  instance, 
the  geopolitical  situation  of  the 
world's  oil-producing  states,  or 
the  innovative  technologies  that 
have  been  pioneered  by  partner- 
ships between  government  and 
big  business  in  Alberta. 

Globe  and  Mail  columnist  Ken 
Wiwa's  chapter  discusses  the  hu- 
man cost  of  oil  extraction  in  Ni- 
geria and  the  possibility  that  new 
communication  technologies  will 
help  Nigerians  develop  a  knowl- 
edge-based economy  rather  than 
an  oil-based  one.  Another  chap- 
ter examines,  in  excruciating  de- 
tail, the  logistical  infeasibility  of 
solving  a  world  energy  shortage 
with  nuclear  power. 

While  Fueling  the  Future  cer- 
tainly falls  short  of  providing 
all  the  answers  to  the  world's 
energy  problems — or  as  Solomon 
and  Heintzman  might  say,  provid- 
ing the  necessary  "ingenuity"  to 
solve  those  problems — it  does 
provide  a  crash  course  in  the 
energy  problems  that  face  us. 
Much  of  the  book  is  fairly  dry 
reading,  but  in  the  end  it  is  prob- 
ably worthwhile  as  a  first  step  to, 
as  Solomon  puts  it,  "saving  the 
world." 
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Weak  Statement 


by  COLIN  TAIT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Canadian  director  Norman  Jewison's 
new  film  The  Statement  begins  witii  a 
simple  idea  at  ttie  center  of  the  story 
and  then  pulls  back  even  further  to 
reveal  the  societal  implications  of 
the  event  in  question. 

At  the  center  of  the  story  is  Pierre 
Brossard  (the  ubiquitous  Michael 
Caine),  a  man  who  is  responsible  for 
the  execution  of  seven  Jews  while 
collaborating  with  the  Nazis  in  Vichy 
France.  While  Brossard  is  seemingly 
repentant  for  his  crimes,  the  story 
moves  to  involve  him  in  a  plot  that 
reveals  the  true  aspects  of  his  char- 
acter, and  here  he  becomes  the  hub 
around  which  a  larger  story  unfolds. 

When  a  rogue  Jewish  group  starts 
hunting  him  down,  alongside  the 
legitimate  arms  of  the  law  out  for 
justice,  Brossard  travels  through  a 
path  of  powerful  allies,  starting  first 
with  the  Catholic  church  that  has 
sheltered  him  for  years,  and  then 
gradually  to  the  highest  reaches  of 
France's  power  elite. 

Central  to  the  story  is  the  le- 


gitimate investigation  of  the  plucky 
young  magistrate  Annemarie  Levi 
(played  by  indie  cinema  heroine  Til- 
da Swinton)  and  her  handsome  army 
colonel  Roux  (Jeremy  Northam), 
who  begin  to  attempt  to  re-try  Bros- 
sard in  a  court  of  law  for  his  crimes, 
but  find  themselves  faced  with 
obstacles  that  his  protective  web 
throws  up  at  every  step.  Here  is  the 
dominant  plot — while  the  camera 
follows  Caine's  character  moving 
through  France,  it  is  the  cat-and- 
mouse  game  that  really  takes  the 
most  time  in  the  film. 

The  Statement  is  the  kind  of  film 
that  they  don't  make  anymore.  It's 
a  thriller  along  the  lines  of  All  the 
President's  Men  or  any  of  Hitchcock's 
early  British  films,  where  the  story 
begins  with  one  element  and  then 
expands  to  implicate  every  cor- 
nerstone of  society.  This  is  both  a 
strength  and  a  weakness  of  this  film, 
for  while  it  begins  with  important 
and  weighty  subject  matter,  when 
it  shifts  its  focus  from  this  core 
subject,  the  conventions  of  genre 
take  over.  In  this  respect,  the  sexual 
tension  between  the  judge  and  the 


FILM  REVIEW 


The  Statement 


Directed  by  Norman  Jewison 


Starring  Michael  Caine,  Tilda 
Swinton,  Jeremy  Northam 


colonel  become  as  important  to  the 
plot  as  anything  else,  and  softens  the 
impact  of  the  actual  original  event. 

While  everyone  does  a  solid  job 
in  The  Statement  (Caine  is  especially 
good  as  the  repentant/unrepentant 
ex-killer),  as  it  goes  on  it  seems 
to  lose  of  some  the  validity  of  its 
original  premise.  Even  though  it  il- 
luminates the  larger  responsibilities 
of  a  power  structure  bent  on  protect- 
ing themselves  by  protecting  Bros- 
sard, one  can't  help  but  think  that 
perhaps  the  film  could  have  been  a 
little  less  light.  Not  necessarily  an- 
other Schindler's  List,  but  it's  almost 
as  if  The  Statement  uses  the  original 
slaughter  in  order  to  exploit  the  roll- 
er-coaster ride  of  the  thriller  genre, 
something  that  didn't  sit  all  that  well 
with  this  critic,  nor,  1  expect,  with 
audiences. 
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Cricket  fever 
sweeps  campus 

Old  sport  attracts  new  players  for  inaugural, 
city-wide  tournament 


by  JONATHAN  COUTTS-ZAWADZKI 

VARSITY  STAFF  

The  multicultural  atmosphere  of 
Toronto  has  finally  brought  cricket 
to  the  university  stage.  On  Saturday 
Jan.  17th,  the  Muslim  Students  Asso- 
ciation (MSA)  will  hold  an  inter-uni- 
versity cricket  match  at  Unity  Cricket 
and  Sports  complex  in  Mississauga. 

For  those  who  are  still  in  the  dark, 
cricket  is  a  ball  game  played  between 
two  teams  of  eleven  players.  It  is 
played  on  a  large  grass  oval  with  a 
central  "pitch."  At  each  end  of  this 
pitch  are  three  pieces  of  wood  placed 
vertically  in  the  ground  called  the 
wicket. 

The  game  itself  is  similar  to 
baseball.  The  wickets  act  like  a 
back-catcher  and  the  batters  job  is 
to  protect  these  wickets  with  a  bat 
whilst  the  bowling  side  try  to  hit  this 
target  with  a  ball — again  similar  to  a 
baseball — or  else  the  batter  is  out. 

Although  baseball  has  traditionally 
been  Canada's  stick  and  ball  game, 
cricket  is  finally  making  a  stand  in 
this  country.  It  is  estimated  that  there 
are  12,000  players  within  the  Canadi- 
an Cricket  Association,  playing  in  400 
teams  on  145  grounds.  When  the  MSA 
first  put  on  a  cricket  tournament  in 


October,  they  had  a  mere  30  people. 
Now,  just  a  few  months  later,  the  as- 
sociation has  grown  to  100. 

"I  personally  think  cricket  has  al- 
ways been  popular  here,  especially 
amongst  Canadian  immigrants  of 
Pakistani  and  Indian  origin,"  said 
Ahmed  Badruddin,  second-year  U  of 
T  student  and  president  of  the  MSA 
Cricket  Board.  "There,  instead  of 
playing  hockey  in  the  streets,  kids 
play  cricket." 

Many  cricket  enthusiasts  in  Canada 
believe  that  the  sport  reached  their 
shores  during  the  mid  1700's  with 
British  soldiers  following  the  battle  at 
the  Plains  of  Abraham  near  Quebec 
City.  But  it  was  schoolmaster  George 
A  Barber,  considered  to  be  the  father 
of  Canadian  cricket,  who  spread  the 
sport  throughout  Toronto  during  the 
early  19th  century. 

In  1892,  the  Canadian  Cricket  As- 
sociation was  formed.  However,  the 
sport's  popularity  was  on  the  wane  as 
baseball's  grew.  In  the  70s,  cricket's 
popularity  began  to  grow  again  when 
Canada  played  in  the  World  Cup. 
Then  in  2001,  Canada  played  host  to 
the  International  Cricket  Council  Tro- 
phy tournament.  This  past  year  has 
seen  the  Canadian  team  score  their 
biggest  victory  yet.  The  team  finished 
third  out  of  22  countries,  to  qualify  for 


the  2003  World  Cup,  where  they  beat 
Bangladesh. 

The  popularity  has  certainly  grown 
because  of  the  increase  of  immigra- 
tion from  South  Asian  countries. 
Badruddin,  originally  from  Pakistan, 
recalls  that  "last  year  we  would  still 
play  cricket  at  campus,  no  student 
club  or  anything  involved,  just  be- 
tween friends,  during  March/April 
when  the  weather  was  nice.  But  I 
didn't  like  ihe  way  things  were.  So 
1,  along  with  the  MSA  Cricket  Board 
executives,  have  been  working  re- 
ally hard  to  organize  cricket  and 
raise  awareness  of  the  sport  in  the 
campus." 


This  weekend  eight  teams  will  be 
throwing  goggles  (curve  balls)  and 
hitting  sixes  (homeruns).  There  will 
be  four  teams  from  the  St.  George 
campus,  and  one  team  each  from 
UTSC,  UTM,  York  and  Ryerson. 

Although  it  is  hard  to  say  which 
players  to  look  out  for,  "the  smart- 
est team  with  the  best  team  work 
will  win,"  according  to  Badruddin. 
"Indoor  cricket  really  requires  great 
collaboration  between  the  play- 
ers," he  adds.  This  is  a  landmark 
event — cricket  has  now  entered  the 
university  arena  and  it  wants  re- 
spect as  a  sport,  similar  to  baseball 
and  hockey. 


Cricket,  immensely  popular 
internationally  in  professional 
leagues  and  as  a  past-time,  is 
creeping  into  Canada's  spotlight. 


Queen's  quarterback 
the  next  Blue  Bomber 


byMARKILCZYSZYN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Queen's  University  Golden  Gaels 
quarterback  Tommy  Denison  is  tak- 
ing his  game  to  the  CFL  after  signing 
a  contract  with  the  Winnipeg  Blue 
Bombers  in  December. 

In  his  three  years  at  Queen's, 
Denison  rewrote  the  Ontario  Univer- 
sity Association  (OUA)  and  Canadian 
Interuniversity  Sport  (CIS)  record 
books.  Last  season  he  won  his  sec- 
ond straight  Hec  Crighton  Award  as 
the  most  outstanding  player  in  Cana- 
dian university  football. 

Denison  wowed  CFL  officials  with 
his  arm  strength  and  ability  to  com- 
mand the  Queen's  offense.  Last  off- 
season he  worked  hard  to  improve 
his  mobility,  which  was  clearly  evi- 
dent in  2003  OUA  play 

"We  are  excited  to  have  Tommy 
come  into  our  camp  to  compete  for  a 
position,"  said  a  statement  issued  by 
the  Winnipeg  club's  general  manager 
and  vice-president  of  football  op- 
erations Brendan  Taman.  "His  college 
career  warrants  him  getting  a  chance 
and  we  are  happy  to  give  him  the  op- 
portunity." 

During  the  2003  CIS  football  sea- 
son, Denison  led  the  CIS  in  passing 
yards  with  2,907.  He  also  set  an  OUA 
record  for  touchdown  passes  in  a 
single-season  with  24.  He  ended  the 
season  with  a  64.9  per  cent  comple- 
tion rate. 

Denison  completed  his  university 
football  career  by  setting  a  Queen's 
peissing  record  of  7,592  yards,  which 


Bombed:  Supersteir  Queen's 
quarterback  Tommy  Denison  will 
fight  for  his  right  to  play  for  the 

is  sixth  best  in  the  CIS  record  books. 

The  prodigal  quarterback  attended 
Beamsville  high  school,  in  Beams- 
ville,  Ontario.  He  was  a  high  school 
standout  earning  the  Great  Lakes 
Football  League's,  MVP  award  in 
1997.  After  high  school,  he  decided 
to  continue  his  playing  career  in  the 
United  States. 

He  played  his  first  year  of  college 
football  for  Graceland  College  in  La- 
moni,  Iowa.  A  year  later  he  attended 
Mansfield  University,  before  coming 
back  to  Canada. 

For  the  upcoming  CFL  season,  a 
spot  on  the  Winnipeg  roster  is  not 
guaranteed  for  Denison.  Instead,  he 
will  be  given  every  opportunity  by 
the  Blue  Bombers  to  win  his  place  on 
the  team  by  proving  he  has  what  it 
takes  to  make  it  at  the  next  level. 


Return  of  the  Cons 

Of  late,  U  of  T's  men's  and  women's  basketball  teams  have  been  sporting  spiffy  new  Converse  Respect 
sneakers  into  battle.  In  awe  of  the  Blues  spirited  skill  and  agility  on  the  court,  Kars/Ty  writers  MATTSOMERS 
and  RYAN  KENNEDY  thought  they'd  strap  on  a  pair  of  Respects  to  answer  that  age-old  riddle — could  the  shoes 
be  all  the  difference  between  being  a  Varsity  sports  writer  and  a  genuine  varsity  athlete? 


1 really  didn't  know  what  to  expect 
when  I  stepped  onto  the  hardwood 
for  the  first  time  in  these  new  Con- 
verse Respects.  I  mean,  how  do  you 
know  you've  made  the  right  choice  of 
footwear  to  give  you  that  extra  edge 
over  the  competition?  I've  worn  other 
shoes  and  they  just  haven't  worked 
for  me.  They  have  left  blisters  on  my 
feet  and  it  was  like  torture  every  time  I 
landed  after  a  tricky  one-handed  fade 
away.  Damn!  Thats  what  I  get  for  wear- 
ing Doc  Martins  to  pick-up  games. 

These  shoes  were  much  better  than 
those  ratty  old  dress  shoes.  Not  once 
did  I  feel  bumps,  bruises  or  callouses 
on  my  feet.  Not  once  did  I  feel  like  the 
skin  on  my  ankle  was  going  to  rub 
right  off  my  foot.  And  not  once  did  I  so 
much  as  grimace  when  I  landed  after 
swishing  an  impossible  shot.  I  was  so 
proud  of  my  record  setting  four-point 
performance,  it  almost  brought  tears 
to  my  eyes. 

That's  not  even  mentioning  the 
added  height  I  got  on  my  jumps.  I 
started  blubbering  like  a  baby  when  I 
was  finally  able  to  scrape  the  bottom 
of  the  mesh  at  the  peak  of  my  jump.  1 
think  I  need  a  tissue. 

Now  let's  talk  about  fit.  Can  you 
say  cozy?  1  knew  you  could!  They 
fit  tight,  they  fit  just  right,  and  they 
never  caused  me  to  slip  as  1  flipped  off 
defenders  and  ran  away  for  my  own 
health  and  safety.  1  know  you  like  that 
lyrical  talent!  Admit  it!  1  just  couldn't 
contain  myself  after  all  two  of  my  spec- 
tacular baskets. 


All  jokes  aside,  the  new  Converse 
Respects  worn  by  U  of  T's  baksetball 
teams  are  excellent  for  on-court 
performance.  They  fit  well,  did  not 
make  me  slip  mid-lay-up,  and  caused 
absolutely  no  pain  to  my  feet.  It  didn't 
hurt  to  land  in  them  after  a  jump  shot 
or  dirty  dunk.  1  also  like  the  velcro  at 
the  top  of  the  shoe  to  keep  them  tight, 
even  if  the  laces  come  undone  during 
a  rapid  chase  for  a  loose  ball  after  a 
monster  swat  on  defence. 

I  really  don't  know  how  well  these 
shoes  would  work  for  other  sports, 
say  badminton;  but,  they  were  de- 
signed with  basketball  in  mind  and 
for  moves  in  the  paint  they  pass  the 
test.-M.S. 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 


Strapping  on  the  new  Converse 
Respect  basketball  shoes,  I  felt 
ready  to  play.  The  clean  design 
of  the  shoe  went  perfectly  with  my 
white  velour  track  suit,  also  from 
Converse.  Echoing  the  new  school 
aesthetic  of  sneaker  design,  the 
Respect  goes  for  a  "less  is  more"  ap- 
proach, with  wide  expanses  of  patent 
leather  accented  with  the  traditional 
Converse  five-point  star. 

Of  course,  the  last  time  I  played  bas- 
ketball, I  nearly  keeled  over  and  died 
from  exhaustion,  but  this  time  felt 
different.  My  sinewy  muscles  did  not 
feel  overworked,  and  my  oft-cracking 
joints  did  not  grind  against  each  other. 
Could  it  be  the  shoes?  With  their 
double-security  combo  of  laces  and 
velcro,  the  Respects  definitely  keep 
you  strapped  in.  Unlike  the  time  in 
first  grade  when  my  velcro  shoe  gave 
way  during  a  track  and  field  tourna- 
ment and  fell  off,  forcing  me  to  retrieve 
it  in  mid-race.  Why  didn't  1  just  keep 
running  without  the  shoe,  the  kids 
asked.  But  1  had  no  answer,  only  tears. 

With  the  tight  ankle  support  of  the 
Respects,  that  ugly  scene  will  never 
play  itself  out  again.  Now  1  am  a  bas- 
ketball machine,  breaking  ankles  with 
my  Iverson-esque  killer  crossover, 
and  using  the  Respect's  superior 
cushioning  to  stop  on  a  dime  and  nail 
a  fadeaway  jumper  like  MJ  over  the 
Cavs  back  in  the  day.  Watch  out  world, 
I've  got  the  drive,  and  now  I've  got  the 
shoes.  Lebron  ain't  got  these  shoes.  So 
watch  out,  son.— R.K. 
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Classifieds 


SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED 

Looking  for  men  between  the  ages  of 
18-38  to  participate  in  a  sperm  donor 
program  tiiat  pays  up  to  $190  weei<ly. 
CallXYTEX  at  416-924-3021. 

HAVE  THE  SUMMER  OF  YOUR  LIFE 

At  a  prestigious  coed  sleepaway  camp 
in  the  beautiful  Pocono  Mountains  of 
Pennsylvania,  2  Va  hours  from  NYC. 
We're  seeking  counselors  who  can 
teach  any  Team  &  Individual  Sports, 
Tennis,  Gymnastics,  Horseback  Riding, 
mt.  Biking,  Theatre,  Tech  Theatre, 
Circus,  Magic,  Arts  &  Crafts,  Pioneering, 
Climbing  Tower,  Water  Sports,  Music, 
Dance,  Science,  or  Computers.  Kitchen 
and  maintenance  positions  also  avail- 
able. Great  salaries  and  perks.  Plenty 
of  free  time.  Internships  available  for 
many  majors.  On-campus  interviews 
on  February  4th.  Call  800-869-6083 
between  9  and  5  eastern  time  on 
weekdays  for  application,  brochure, 
&  information,  www.islandlake.com 
info@islandlake.com. 

MODELS  REQUIRED 

For  hair  cutting,  colouring  and  styling. 
Call  manager  at  Salon  Vivace  416-324- 
9008. 

KID'S  CAMP 

Near  Montreal  hiring  staff  for  Water- 
ski,  High-Ropers/Climbing  Walls, 
Drama  Director,  Golf,  Kayak,  Sail, 
Canoe,  Windsurf,  Swim,  Basketball, 
Tennis,  Soccer,  Baseball,  Pottery, 
Arts&Crafts,  Beadmaking,  Photo,  Archery, 
Gymnastics,  www.pripsteinscamp.com 
email  CV  to:  CAMP@BELLNETCA 


SPADINA&HARBORD 

Available  immediately.  To  rent-single 
rooms  for  male  students.  Meal  plan 
included.  Please  call  416-923-3318. 


LARGE  BEACH  DUPLEX  ON  AN 
AMAZING  STREET 

Stunning  2  storey,  2  bedrooms,  2  modern 
baths,  fireplace,  skylights,  &  free  top 
deck.  $1,800  plus  utilities.  Available  mid 
April.  Call  416-690-5100  Dianne  Chapot. 


PARKING 

Excellent  spaces,  Spadina  and  Willcocks, 
opposite  New  College  and  Earth  Sciences, 
personalized  signs  showing  spaces 
reserved  24  hours,  $75  a  month,  call  Mark 
416-944-0805. 

READING  WEEK  TRAVEL  SPECIALS 

Cancun  and  Dominican  Republic  from 
$1044  (Triple).  All-inclusive  beachfront 
hotels.  Todd  &  Thames  Travel  1-800- 
962-8262;  wwwTHAMESTRAVEL.com; 
Lowest  Price  Guaranteed. 


KNOX  BOOK  SALE 

Feb.  4-5,  2004  in  the  Knox  College 
Library,  59  St.  George,  9;00  AM  to  4:00 
PM.  Theology  and  other  subjects.  Free 
admission! 


WORLD-CLASS  STRATEGIC  RESUMES 
&  COVER  LETTERS 

Grad/MBA/law/med/ivy  league  school 
admittance  applications  and  essay/ 
thesis  assistance.  Excellence  since  1983. 
Compunow.  416/539-9443. 

HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor.  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 


ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr. 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yi 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  +. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 


COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C,  C-H-,  VB  and  Data  Structures. 
Tutoring,  Exam  Review,  Programming 
Lessons.  Ed  416-785-5115  students 
©cstutoring.com 


ESSAY  EDITING 

Professional  writer/editor  edits  and 
proofreads  essays,  letters,  graduate 
applications,  CVs,  etc.  Reasonable  rates, 
fast  turnaround.  Interactive  or  by  e-mail. 
Pay  Pal  accepted.  Earl  Miller  (416)  566- 
7149. 


VARSITY 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 

issue -Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 


TTfll^  Toronto  Dining  Discounts  Ltd. 

M  WLMwitM  mMmmWjIk  Association  of  Restaurants  offers  you 

2for1 

DINING 

certificates 
$50  online 

Indudes  tax  and  shipping 
anywhere  in  ttie  Toronto  area. 


Cet  all  your  money 
back  in  just  2  visits - 
the  remaining  192 
"2ft)n"  visits  are 

FREE! 


Each  package  contains 
194  "2  for  1"  visits. 
Valid  at  63  restaurants 
until  2005. 


Proceeds  go  to  Ontario  Hospitals ^ 
foronfoclinifi^grcliscoiiofsi.cai 


Summer  Camp  Jobs  in  the  U.S.A. 

Lakeside  Residential  Girls  Camp  in  Maine  -  Visas  Arranged 

Counselors:  Combined  childcare/teaching.  Must  be  able  to  teach  or  lead  one  or  more 
of  the  following  activities:  gymnastics,  tennis,  swim,  sail,  canoe,  water  ski,  arts 
{including  stained  glass,  sewing,  jewelry,  wood,  photo),  dance,  music,  theatre,  archery, 
wilderness  trips,  field  sports,  equestrian. 

Service  Workers:  including  openings  for  kitchen,  laundry,  housekeeping,  secretaries, 
maintenance  &  grounds,  and  kitchen  supervisor. 

Non-smokers.  June  18  to  August  25.  Attractive  salary  (US)  plus  travel  allowance. 
To  Apply:  Applications  and  photo  gallery  are  available  on  our  website: 
www.klppewa.com  or  contact  us  at  the  numbers  listed  below  for  a  staff 
brochure. 

Kippewa,  Box  340,  Westwood,  Massachusetts,  02090-0340,  U.S.A. 
tel:  781-762-8291  I  fax:  781-255-7167 


Are  you  considering  a  career  as  an  arcliitect? 

If  you  enjoy  designing  ^ 
and  you're  interested  in  buildings  and  cities,  ^ 
consider  studying  ■ 

architecture  at 
Dalhousle  University! 

f 

University  students  who  will  soon  be  completing  their  second  year  or 
undergraduate  studies  in  any  discipline  may  apply  for  admission  to 
Dalhousie's  four-year  arcfiitecture  program.  The  program  leads  to  a 
professional  Master  of  Architecture  degree  and  includes  three  co-op 
workterms  for  practical  experience.  ^ 

f 

Visit  our  web  site  at  archplan.dal.ca  ,i| 

or  for  an  admission  package  please  contact:  |f' 
School  of  Architecture,  Dalhousie  University 
e-mail;  arch.office@dal.ca 

P.O.  Box  1000,  Halifax,  NS  B3J  2X4 
phone;  (902)  494-3973 


University 
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IMichener 

"^INSTITUTE 


ConsideraL.dii  in 
Medical  Radiation  Sciences 


Medical  Radiation  Teciinologists  specialize  in  botti  'Hi-Tecli' and 
'Hi-Touch'.  Part  of  a  dynamic  team  of  fiealth  professionals,  they 
work  closely  with  patients  and  use  advanced  technology,  to  aid 
in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  disease  and  injury.  Career 
opportunities  are  excellent,  as  there  is  a  shortage  of  Medical 
Radiation  Technologists  in  Ontario  and  around  the  world. 

Earn  a  degree  from  the  University  of  Toronto  and  a  diploma  from 
The  Michener  Institute  for  Applied  Health  Sciences,  and  get 
hands  on  experience  at  centres  across  Ontario.  Log  on  to 
www.utoronto.ca/radiationsciences  or  come  to  our  Medical 
Radiation  Sciences  Open  House  to  learn  more. 


Medical  Radiation  Science  Open  House 

Monday,  January  19,2004 
5:00  -  7:00  pm 

The  Michener  Institute 
222  St.  Patrick  Street 
(416)596-3177 
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Murder 
memorial 

Three  years  later  and  no  arrests,  friends 
wonder,  did  slain  prof  know  his  killer? 


byBRONWYNKIENAPPLE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


As  family  and  friends  laid  flowers  at 
a  memorial  held  last  week-end,  the 
question  still  loomed  large:  who  killed 
David  Buller? 

Builer  was  found  stabbed  to  death 
in  his  office  at  1  Spadina  Crescent  on 
Jan.  19,  2001.  Three  years  later,  the 
killer  of  the  beloved  U  of  T  fine  art 
professor  is  still  on  the  loose. 

While  a  box  remains  on  the  desk 
of  Detective  Ken  Taylor  as  a  symbol 
that  the  case  is  still  open,  family  and 
friends  struggle  with  their  own  theo- 
ries of  what  happened. 

Some,  such  as  Patricia  Wilde,  a 
lifelong  friend  of  Buller's,  claims  the 
person  responsible  for  the  murder 
knew  Buller.  When  asked  if  he/she 
was  a  member  of  the  university  com- 
munity, she  said,  "No  comment. ..that 
means  yes."  Wilde  declined  to  name 
the  individual. 

Buller's  niece,  Karyn  Sandlos, 
wouldn't  pin  down  any  suspects  but 
believes  that  the  fact  that  Buller  was 
murdered  on  university  grounds,  in 
the  middle  of  the  day,  is  a  significant 
piece  of  information.  "It  was  someone 
he  knew,  beyond  that. ..the  time  and 
place  is  connected  [to  the  murder]." 

The  Chair  of  Fine  Art  at  U  of  T,  Marc 
Gotlibb,  dismissed  the  fact  that  the 
killer  was  from  U  of  T.  "I've  learned  to 
not  pay  attention  to  rumours." 

The  memorial  was  held  on  Sunday 
at  Buller's  old  office,  the  scene  of  the 
crime.  The  atmosphere  was  charged 
with  emotion  as  the  dozen  family  and 
friends  that  attended  shared  their 
memories. 

Many  recalled  Buller's  dedication 


during  his  17  years  at  the  Fine  Art 
department.  "He  loved  teaching  be- 
cause of  how  rigorous  the  students 
were,"  said  Paul  Casseleman,  a  lifelong 
friend  of  Buller's.  "He  never  spoke 
negatively  of  the  responsibility  of  be- 
ing a  teacher." 

Gotlibb  also  had  praise  for  Buller, 
calling  him  a  "model  faculty  member 
and  an  anchor  of  the  program."  Karyn 
Sandlos,  Buller's  niece,  remembers 
him  primarily  as  someone  who  was  ac- 
cessible and  devoted  to  his  students: 
"He  had  a  way  of  relating  to  young 
people  that  reflected  in  his  teaching." 

Acting  as  a  spokeswoman  for  her 
family,  Sandlos  was  front  and  centre 
following  Buller's  death.  Sandlos 
spoke  about  the  need  to  show  how  the 
murder  had  impacted  her  family,  an 
impact  which  continues  to  resonate. 
"There's  not  just  grief  but  anger  that 
someone's  walking  out  there  who's 
done  this." 

Presenting  her  own  prospective 
on  Buller's  life  was  also  forefront  in 
Sandlos'  mind  in  seeking  the  media 
spotlight.  "There  was  an  assumed 
connection  between  the  fact  that  he 
was  a  gay  man  and  his  murder.  We  all 
felt  it  was  important  to  speak  to  who 
Dave  was." 

Sandlos  denied  that  the  murder  was 
a  result  of  Buller's  lifestyle  or  that  it 
was  an  act  of  homophobia. 

Several  endeavours  are  being  made 
to  keep  Buller's  name  and  work  alive. 
An  exhibit  of  Buller's  art  is  to  be  held 
and  one  painting  is  slotted  to  be  hung 
in  the  Fine  Art  student  lounge.  The 
David  Buller  scholarship  will  also  be 
awarded  this  spring  to  three  Visual 
Studies  Master's  students,  a  program 
which  Buller  initiated. 


David  Buller's  niece  Karyn  Sandlos  holds  a  piece  of  art 
by  the  slain  prof. 


DENNIS  CHOOUETTE 


Rocketing  into  tlie  future 


Canadian  astronaut  Chris  Hadfield  speaks  at  U  of  T  on  Friday.  See  page  9  for  the  story. 


Rapist  lurking  near  campus 


by  NAOMI  FANCE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


advised,  "and  don't  put  yourself     slim  build.  He  has  a  distinctive  up- 


Following  a  vicious  assault  on 
New  Year's  day  at  Queen  and 
Spadina  women  are  being  warned 
of  a  rapist  operating  in  the  area. 
The  victim  was  a  24-year  old 
female  who  was  attacked  in  the 
area  of  Huron  Street  and  Sul- 
livan Street.  The  suspect  was 
chased  from  the  scene  and  was 
last  seen  in  the  area  of  Cameron 
Street  and  Vanauley  Street  in  the 
Vanauley  Walk  Housing  Complex. 
He  is  still  at  large,  but  has  not  yet 
been  linked  forensically  to  other 
incidents. 

Common  sense  and  attention  to 
ones  environment  are  important 
to  staying  safe.  Detective  Scott 
Spratt  from  the  Sexual  Assault 
Squad  of  Metro  Police  said  that 
the  message  for  concerned  wom- 
en is  to  always  to  be  familiar  and 
aware  of  your  surroundings.  "Stay 
in  public  or  well  lit  areas,"  he 


in  any  situations  where  you  feel 
uncomfortable."  Traveling  in  pairs 
is  also  a  good  idea. 

The  suspect  (see  police  com- 
posite on  page  3)  is  described  as 
a  black  male,  five-foot  eight  with  a 


per  lip  that  is  lighter  in  colouring 
than  the  rest  of  his  face,  perhaps 
from  chapping  or  a  scar.  The  sus- 
pect has  a  medium  nose  that  is  flat 

SeefiAPIST  on  page  3 


Iranian  students  step 
up  for  quake  relief 


tyAMYSMITHERS 


More  than  41,000  people  dead, 
35,000  injured  and  100,000  left 
homeless.  These  overwhelm- 
ing numbers  from  the  Bam,  Iran 
earthquake  strike  the  viewer 
hard  on  the  web  page  of  U  of 
T's  Iranian  Students'  Union.  The 
earthquake  hit  on  Dec.  26  and 
there  was  an  immediate  call  for 


any  support  that  could  be  of- 
fered. 

Says  Armita  Azari,  "1  couldn't 
believe  what  had  happened. ..and 
then  1  watched  the  news.  It  was 
devastating." 

Azari  is  a  fourth -year  geological 
engineering  student  who  is  also 
the  spokesperson  for  the  ISU,  and 

See  O/  I A  /-.  on  page  2 
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GET  INVOLVED  IN  YOUR  STUDENT  CENTRE 
HART  HOUSE  ELECTIONS  ARE  COMING! 
(See  ad  this  issue.) 

Tuesday.  January  20 
Investment  Club  Trader's  Circle  -  Stock  program  demonstration  and 
discussion,  4:30pm  in  tiie  Soutti  Dining  Room.  Refreshments. 
Bridge  Duplicate  Play  -  6:30pm  in  ttie  Reading  Room. 
Underwater  Club  Winter  Course  runs  Tuesday  evenings  from  Jan.  20-Apr. 
6.  E-mail  mfkummerer@yahoo.com  to  register.  Certification  is  available 
following  the  course. 

Thursday,  January  22 
Chinese  New  Year  5-BUCK  Lunch  -  Celebrate  the  Year  of  the  Monkey, 
1 1 :30am-2pm  in  the  Great  Hall.  S5 

Investment  Club  Speaker  Series  with  guest  Michael  H.  Herring,  5pm  in  the 

East  Common  Room.  Refreshments. 

Thursday  Night  Theatre  Workshop  'Quick  Drama  Tools"  with  Director, 
Andrew  Lamb,  7pm  in  the  South  Dining  Room.  S5.  Sign  up  at  the  Hal! 
Porter's  Desk. 

Worlds  of  Music  presents  Kekeli,  traditional  West  African  music  and  dance, 
9pm  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Licened.  No  cover.  All  welcome. 

Friday.  January  23 
Chess  Club  Open  Play-  Join  for  open  play  from  4-10pm  every  Friday  in  the 
Reading  Room. 

Jazz  at  Oscar's  -  Poetry  in  Motion  &  Cool  Cat  Jazz  featuring  sound  poet, 
Nicole  Stamp,  9pm  in  the  Arbor  Room,  Co-sponsored  by  the  Art  Committee. 
Free.  Licensed.  No  cover. 

■  Saturday.  January  24 
Film  Board  Workshop  -  Director's  Lab,  instructor  Peter  Demas.  Jan.  24  and 
Jan.  31, 10am-5pm.  S60.  Members  sign  up  at  the  Hall  Porter's  Desk. 
Winter  Carnival  at  Hart  House  Farm  -  cross-country  skiing,  skating, 
baseball,  volleyball,  sauna.  Lunch  and  dinner.  Buses  depart  from  Hart  House 
at  10:30am.  Return  7pm.  Advance  sales  to  Jan.  22  S24  with  bus,  S19  without. 
After  Jan,  22  $29  with  bus,  $24  without.  Families,  children  welcome. 
Children's  rates  available.  Purchase  tickets  at  Hall  Porters  Desk. 
Symphonic  Band  Concert  -  'Armenian  Dances"  8  pm,  Great  Hall.  Reception 
following.  Programme:  Khachaturian  -  Three  Dance  Episodes  from  the  Ballet 
Spartacus  and  Armenian  Dances;  Reed  -  Armenian  Dances:  Grainger  -  Irish 
Tune  from  County  Derry  and  Shepherd's  Hey;  Mighton  -  Fields  Of  Honour; 
and  the  Toronto  Premiere  of  Suite  for  Clarinet  and  Piano  by  Kevork  Andonian, 
UPCOMING 

Camera  Club  Photo  Scavenger  Hunt  Contest  -  Members  may  pick  up 
contest  rules  when  they  sign  up  at  the  Hall  Porter's  Desk.  S5  entry  fee. 
Winners  will  be  selected  at  Wed.  Jan.  28  EXPOSED.  416.946.7323  for  more 
information. 

Lit  &  Lib  2004  Poetry  Prize  -  Deadline,  midnight,  Feb.  6.  Prizes  S200,  $150, 
S100,  Pick  up  entry  forms  from  the  Hart  House  Rotunda. 
Camera  Club  82"'*  Annual  Photographic  Competition  -  Deadline:1 1 :30pm 
Thurs.  Mar.  4.  Prizes.  Entry  forms  available  in  the  poster  rack  in  the  rotunda 
of  Hart  House.  Open  to  Hart  House  members.  Exhibition  opens  Mar.  1 1 . 

Hart  House  Art  Competition  -  Deadline.  Mar.  5  and  5,  2004  (See  entry  form 
for  rules  and  times.)  Prizes:  S400,  8325,  $275.  Exhibition  Dates:  Mar.  11-Apr. 
8.  Open  to  UofT  students  and  Hart  House  members,  416.978.8398 
Zine  Fair  -  Wed.  Mar.  10.  This  interested  in  exhibiting  may  pick  entry  forms 
at  the  Hall  Porter's  Desk.  Submission  deadline  is  Fri.  Jan,  30. 

ART  416.978.8398 

The  Justina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery  -  "From  Phillips  to  the  Future",  Canadian 
Pnnts  from  the  Hart  House  Permanent  Collection.  Runs  to  Jan.  29. 
The  Arbor  Room  -  In  Absence",  photography  by  Joyce  .\Io.sby.  Runs  to 
Feb.  8. 

ATHLETICS  416.978.2447 

See  the  Winter  2004  Athletics  Guide  for  class  details. 
Registration  for  athletics  classes  continues  this  week.  Space  still  available 
in  many  classes.  See  Athletics  Guide  or  web  site  for  description.  Most 
programmes  begin  the  week  of  Jan.  19, 

Annual  Indoor  Triathlon  -  Sign  up  now!  Triathlon  takes  place  on  Sat,  Feb, 
14.  Sign  up  as  an  individual  or  as  part  of  a  relay  team. 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  Office:  416.978.8668  wwv/.harthousetheatre.ca 
John  Mighton's  Governor  General's  Literary  award  winning  Possible  Worlds, 
produced  by  the  Hart  House  Drama  Society,  Tickets:  S15/S12  students  & 
seniors.  Jan.  14-24  (Week  1:  Wed,-Sat.  8pm;  Week  2:  Wed. -Sat.  8pm  &  Sat. 
2pm)  Part  of  Hart  House  Theatre's  2003-2004  Season. 


GET  THE  NEWS  ON  RADIO 
Tune  in  to  BEYOND  THE  CLASSROOM,  a  weekly  radio  show  on  ClUT  89.5Ffvi  that 
highlights  Hart  House  programmes  and  upcoming  events.  Tuesdays  from  12  noon  to 
1:00p.m. 
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was  born  in  Iran.  Fortunately,  her 
family  back  home  is  safe,  but  the 
event  has  nonetheless  hit  far  too 
close  to  home  for  her  and  many 
other  Iranian  students.  As  soon 
as  the  word  of  the  earthquake 
came  out,  an  emergency  meeting 
of  the  ISU  was  called.  Members  of 
the  union  then  went  out  into  the 
streets  with  banners  and  flyers 
to  distribute' the  Red  Cross  tele- 
phone number  and  encourage 
donations  to  the  cause  in  Bam. 

A  few  days  later,  all  of  the  Ira- 
nian student  groups  from  U  of  T, 
Ryerson  and  York  came  together. 

"[We  did  it]  so  that  we  could 
learn  from  each  other.. ..There 
is  always  a  healthy  competition 
going  on  between  us,  but  in  a 
situation  like  this  we  all  [had  to] 
respond  together,"  says  Azari. 
Following   the   meeting,  volun- 


teers took  Red  Cross  collection 
boxes  to  various  locations  on 
campus  as  well  as  to  many  Per- 
sian communities  and  shops.  In 
this  fashion  they  raised  an  amaz- 
ing $5,000  to  be  sent  to  Bam. 

On  top  of  this,  the  ISU  donated 
$500  in  proceeds  from  their  bi- 
weekly movie  nights  at  the  Koffler 
Center  to  the  cause.  Along  with 
donations  from  other  sources, 
the  ISU  raised  close  to  $6,000. 

Says  Azari,  "in  our  case,  the 
amount  of  money  that  we  collect- 
ed was  so  huge  that  even  the  Red 
Cross  [staff]  were  shocked." 

What's  more,  the  ISU  is  by  no 
means  finished  raising  money 
for  this  important  cause  that 
remains  so  close  to  their  hearts. 
On  Jan.  31  they  will  host  a  cultur- 
al show  featuring  music,  dance 
and  speeches.  Miss  Canada,  Na- 
zanin  Afshin-Jam,  who  was  born 
in  Iran,  will  attend  the  event  at 


Coffee  time 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 


SAC's  Ryan  DeMello(right)  hands  out  fair  trade  coffee  on 
Student  Appreciation  Day  last  Wednesday. 


the  Toronto  Art  Center.  This  is 
another  collaboration  between 
not  only  U  of  T's  Iranian  students, 
but  York  and  Ryerson  as  well. 

Even  before  the  harsh  impact  of 
the  Iran  earthquake,  the  ISU  has 
hosted  many  events  to  bring  the 
Persian  community  together.  "We 
try  to. ..make  sure  that  our  new 
generation  in  Canada  [doesn't] 
forget  [its]  original  roots."  Azari 
points  out.  "I  am  a  Canadian 
citizen  and  I'm  proud  of  it. ..but 
at  the  same  time  I  am  a  Persian 
Canadian,  not  just  Canadian. ...No 
matter  where  we  go  in  the  world 
we  are  always  going  to  have  feel- 
ings for  our  country  and. ..stand 
for  it." 

Azari  adds  that  students  should 
not  be  afraid  to  get  involved  with 
the  ISU  just  because  they  are  not 
of  Persian  descent.  Events  are 
posted  on  the  ISU  Web  site,  and 
all  are  welcomed  to  join  with 
open  arms.  The  goal  of  the  orga- 
nization has  always  been  to  bring 
people  together,  something  that 
has  become  all  the  more  impor- 
tant since  the  disaster  in  Bam. 

Spokesperson  Azari  makes  it 
very  clear  that  the  Iranian  Stu- 
dents' Union  is  not  a  political 
organization,  but  rather  a  group 
of  students  trying  to  help  in  any 
way  that  they  can.  Help  they 
have,  but  even  this  recent  dona- 
tion is  not  enough  to  stop  them 
from  continuing  their  commend- 
able efforts. 

"If  something  has  gone  wrong 
[in  Iran]  we're  just  going  to  be 
there. ..and  make  sure  that  we 
do  all  that  we  can  to  show  our 
support  for  the  people  of  our 
country." 


"Because  Practice  Without  Approach  is  Hazardous." 

For  a  legal  problem  you  want  a  lawyer. 
For  an  LSAT  book  you  want  the  finest  author. 
For  an  LSAT  PREP  Course  you  want  the  finest  teacher. 
Only  prep.com  offers  all  three! 

This  spring  and  summer  John  Richardson,  BA.,  LLB,  J.D.  author  of 
Mastering  the  LSAT  and  Law  Sctiool  Bound  will  for  the  23'^^ 
consecutive  year  PERSONALLY  teach  his  LIVE  program  on  the  U  of  T 
campus.  The  Mastering  The  LSAT  program  begins  May  8  and  May  15. 
Weekend  Prep  for  Feb  starts  Jan.  17  and  23. 


To  suscribe  to  the  Law  School  Bound 
email  newsletter,  email:  lawnews@prep.com 


Promotional  items? 


Rush  service,  great  value? 

m 

uniforms    clocks  ^^gs 


Custom  Printing  &  Embroidery 
Rush  Service,  On-Time  Delivery 


^  GMAT  -  MCAT  -  GRE 

(416)  410-PREP  -  learn@prep.com  -  www.prep.com 


UPEI  Summer  Spanish  Program  in  Salamanca 

The  University  of  Prince  Edward  Island  ofier.s  a  four-week  inten- 
sive language  and  culture  course  at  the  University  of  Salamanca  in  Spain. 
The  course  offers  sma;ll  classes,  sixty  contact  hours  with  the  instructor, 
cultural  activities,  and  week-end  e.xcursions  to  other  Spanish  cities. 

Upon  successfully  completing  the  course,  students  receive  a  credit 
(Span  203)  from  the  University  of  Prince  Edward  Island. 


For  further  information  contact: 
A    Ms.  Suzanne  Jay 

Department  of  Modern  Languages 
-T  University  of  Prince  Edward  Island 
— — ^""i  5SO  University  Avenue 

Charlottetown,  PEI,  CiA  4P3 

Tel:  (902)  566-0480; 
E-mail:  upei_spv@upei.ca 
Or  visit  our  web  page  at 

www.upei.ca/Salamanca 


7  Hart  House  Circle,  Toronto  MSS  3H3,  Ontario 
Phone:4 1 6.978.2452  www.harthouse.utoronto.ca. 
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SAC  president  gets  screen  time 


by  GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  television  campaign  for  the 
Children's  Miracle  Network  has 
had  U  of  T  students  playing  "spot 
the  student  council  president" 
since  mid-December  and  created 
a  new  catchphrase  on  campus:  "I 
was  one." 

Yes,  it  is  SAC  President  Ashley 
Morton  you  might  have  seen  on 
your  television  screen  over  the 
holidays,  and  yes,  he  was  one 
of  the  millions  of  Canadian  kids 
treated  in  children's  hospitals. 

And  yes,  he's  getting  a  little 
tired  of  explaining  it  to  everyone. 

"Large  numbers  of  people  come 
up  to  me  and  say  '1  was  one,'"  he 
sighed  on  Monday  morning.  But 


he  understands  the  fascination.  "It 
is  a  little  bit  surreal  when  you  see 
someone  you  know  from  a  com- 
pletely different  context  on  TV." 

People  also  tell  him  he  looks 
different.  "Because,  of  course,  it 
was  filmed  over  the  summer  when 
1  had  a  lot  less  hair." 

It's  all  second-hand  information 
for  him  anyway. 

"1  still  haven't  seen  it,  because  I 
don't  have  a  TV." 

The  ad  is  for  the  Children's 
Miracle  Network,  which  supports 
children's  hospitals,  and  features 
people  saying  "I  was  one,"  mean- 
ing that  they  were  once  treated  in 
a  children's  hospital. 

Morton's  two  seconds  of  screen 
time  were  filmed  at  "a  little  place 
near  Barrie,"  though  he  can't  re- 


Ashley  Morton  in  a  recent  Wal-Mart  commercial. 


member  its  exact  name. 

"They  took  me  out  on  a  boat  to 
a  little  island  and  filmed  me  on  a 
dock  in  the  middle  of  Muskoka."  So 
the  green  coastal  backdrop  to  his 
three  words  is,  sadly,  not  Vancou- 
ver, or  even  in  British  Columbia. 

Friends  have  also  pointed  out 
that  he's  not  actually  from  Vancou- 
ver, which  is  what  it  says  on  the 
screen.  As  a  child,  Morton  lived  in 
Bella  Coola,  which  is  about  350  km 
northwest  of  Vancouver. 

"When  I  was  three  I  had  a  double 
hernia  operation  at  the  Vancou- 
ver Children's  Hospital,"  he  says. 
"They  flew  me  down  for  it." 

The  reward  for  all  of  this? 

"I'm  now  an  apprentice  member 
of  ACTRA,"  he  says,  referring  to 
the  Association  of  Canadian  Tele- 
vision and  Radio  Artists.  As  a  new- 
ly minted  member  of  the  union,  he 
was  paid  $400  for  the  gig. 

"Wal-Mart  paid  for  the  com- 
mercial, which  meant  that  1  didn't 
feel  any  moral  compunction  for 
getting  paid  for  it."  Wal-Mart 
is  a  supporter  of  the  Children's 
Miracle  Network  through  its  Good 
Works  program,  and  paid  for  the 
commercial  and  airtime.  Morton 
will  continue  to  receive  a  trickle 
of  cash  as  royalties  every  time  the 
commercial  airs. 

But  the  glamourous  life  of  a 
television  actor  doesn't  hold  much 
appeal  for  him. 

"I've  always  liked  acting,"  he 
says,  but  "at  the  same  time  1 
hardly  think  of  it  as  a  career  for 
myself." 


Hart  House  invites  you  to  a: 


5-Buck  Lunch 

Thursday,  January  22nd 

11 :30  am  -  2  pm 
Great  Hall  ~  Hart  House 

•  sprins  rolls  •  steamed  pork  buns  •  pot  stickers 
•  BBQ  pork  •  ess  foo  youns  •  chovv  mein 
•  fried  pea  shoots  •  chicken  stir  fry 
•  tofu,  esspiant,  srilled  vesetables  &  black  bean  sauce 
•  mixed  vesetables  v^ith  cashews 
•  lotus  balls  •  fruit  jelly  rolls  •  fortune  cookies 
•  sreen  tea 


if  emu  im  PM^e  ?m(fit,mm 


F>hone:  416.978.2452 


Hart  H  OUS6  University  of  Toronto 

7  Hart  House  Circle,  Toronto  M5S  3H3,  Ontario  www.harthouse.utoronto.ca 
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Above:  A  computer-generated  composite  of  the  alleged  New  Year's 
rapist. 


RAPIST»  Continued  from  page  I 

towards  the  tip.  He  was  wearing 
a  black  puffy  winter  jacket  and  a 
black  toque.  The  rest  of  his  cloth- 


ing was  black  or  dark  in  colour. 

If  you  see  the  suspect  or  have 
any  information  that  could  help 
police  in  this  matter  then  call  De- 
tective Spratt  at  416  808  7467. 


Reviving  Eden 

For  those  in  their  20s  and  30s3 


Erica  Ehm, 


Media  personality 


Sunday,  January  25th,  2004 
11:00a.m.-12:30  p.m. 
$10  at  the  door 
Kolel,  151  Eglinton  Ave.W. 


Erica  Ehm  is  one  of  Canada's  most  recognized  personalities.  She  was  chosen  to  be 
tlie  first  female  MuchMusic  host  and  became  the  voice  of  her  generation.  Her  multi- 
faceted  media  career  has  blossomed.  She's  best  l<nown  for  her  work  on  Popstars 
The  One-Global,  Real  Life  with  Erica  Ehm-Life  Network.  Power  Play-Discovery  Channel, 
The  Company  -TVO.and  her  own  call-in  show  on  air  at  CFRBl 01  O.Canada's  news/talk 
station.  Come  have  breakfast  with  Erica,  hear  her  personal  story  and  learn  how 
Judaism  has  impacted  her  life. 


The  Adult  Centre  for  Liberal  Jewish  Learning 

416-485-7007    e-mail:  learn@kolet.org  wvw.kolel.org 


GREAT  MINDS  AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO:  i 


THE  UNIVERSITY  PROFESSOR 

LECTURE  SERIES 


Harmonic  Analysis 
in  Mathematics 

JAMES  ARTHUR 

University  Professor 
Department  of  Mathematics 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 

January  28, 2004  7  pm 

Shoppers  Drug  Man  Auditorium 
Room  1 08,  Koffler  Institute 
for  Pharmacy  Management 
569  Spadina  Avenue 


ARTS& 
SCIENCE 

UNrVl-RSlTY 
•/TORONTO 


For  more  information  please  call  (416)  946-5937, 
e-mail  events@artsci.utoronto.ca 
or  visit  www.artsandscience.utorontcca 

The  University  Professor  Lecture  Senes  is  presented  by 
the  Global  Kftowledge  Foundation,  and  sponsored  by 
the  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science  and  tha  Eiderwood  Foundation. 


GLOBAL 

KNOWLEPGE 
FOUNDATION 
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U  of  T  Rhodes  scholar  wins  Prime  Minister  award 


byFEON  CHAU 

VARSITY  STAff 


If  you  have  never  heard  of  Maria 
Banda,  don't  worry — you  have  not 
been  living  under  a  rocii.  But  give  her 
a  couple  more  years  and  she  will  more 
likely  than  not  be  sharing  the  global 
spotlight  with  people  such  as  Kofi 
Annan,  Nelson  Mandela  and  Shirin 
Ebadi,  the  2003  Nobel  Prize  Peace 
winner.  Banda  is  also  this  year's 
recipient  of  the  As  Prime  Minister 
Award  and  has  won  the  prestigious 
Ontario  Rhodes  Scholarship,  which 
offers  her  an  opportunity  to  study  at 
Oxford  in  England  for  three  years.  Of 
course,  Maria  Banda  will  never  accept 
such  praises. 

"Why  would  people  be  interested  in 
me  and  what  I  do?  If  1  were  a  reporter, 
I  would  be  interested  in  somebody 
who  actually  do  something  with  their 
lives,"  says  Banda. 

But  this  is  exactly  why  Banda, 
though  she  may  not  like  to  admit  it 
herself,  deserves  the  public's  atten- 
tion. Banda  devotes  much  of  her  time 
to  promoting  public  good,  not  just  at  a 
community  level  but  an  international 
level  as  well.  She  has  big  ideas  about 


how  to  increase  living  standards  in 
Canada,  promote  economic  growth  in 
the  Canadian  economy,  close  the  gap 
between  the  rich  and  the  poor  and 
how  to  increase  peace  and  security  in 
the  global  community. 

In  her  award-winning  essay  title  My 
vision — Canada  in  the  World:  Leading 
the  Second  Golden  Age,  Banda  shares 
her  vision  for  Canada.  "1  believe  that 
our  domestic  and  foreign  policies 
have  to  work  synchronously  and 
symbiotically  to  [1]  increase  the  liv- 
ing standards  of  all  Canadians,  and 
[2]  raise  the  lot  of  the  world's  poor 
that  will  launch  a  global  renaissance. 
My  vision  for  Canada  and  the  world  is 
of  a  second  Golden  Age  of  sustained 
and  sustainable  growth  and  develop- 
ment." 

Moreover,  she  writes,  "Our  vision 
of  a  dynamic,  growing  and  sustain- 
able Canada  will,  however,  be  a 
paradise  lost  if  we  find  ourselves  in  a 
Hobbesian  world  of  scarcity,  poverty 
and  insecurity.  Only  greater  equal- 
ity, prosperity  and  a  commitment 
to  global  justice  can  eliminate  these 
root  causes  of  conflict,  violence  and 
terrorism.  This  is  not  only  a  moral 
imperative;  it  is  essential  to  the  se- 


ASPRIMEMINISTER.COM 

Rhodes  scholar  Maria  Banda. 


curity  of  every  member  of  our  global 
community. 

All  of  this  coming  from  a  fourth- 
year  U  of  T  student  specializing  in 
the  International  Relations  program 
is  pretty  impressive.  But  Banda  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  most  modest  and 
humble  people  you  will  meet. 

"1  always  have  the  feeling  that  I  don't 
have  the  right  to  speak  with  authority, 
and  I  am  wary  of  giving  'advice.'  It  usu- 
ally ends  up  being  too  simplistic  or 
paternalizing,"  she  says.  Regardless 


of  what  Banda  thinks,  her  accomplish- 
ments speak  for  themselves. 

In  her  first  year  of  university,  Banda 
joined  the  G8  Research  Group  here 
at  U  of  T  and  took  part  in  the  Genoa 
Summit  of  2001  as  a  senior  analyst. 
G8  is  an  annual  meeting  between 
eight  countries  (France,  United 
States,  Britain,  Germany,  Japan,  Italy, 
Canada  and  Russia)  with  a  purpose 
to  discuss  domestic  and  international 
economic  and  political  issues.  As  a 
senior  analyst  of  the  research  group, 
Banda's  responsibility  was  to  compile 
a  research  report  to  assess  whether 
a  country  has  complied  with  the  G8 
objectives.  Banda's  research  country 
was  Italy. 

Banda  also  became  the  editor-in- 
chief  of  U  of  T's  international  affairs 
journal  The  Attache.  The  journal 
comes  out  twice  a  year  and  the  "ar- 
ticles range  in  content  from  those 
pondering  the  continuing  impacts 
of  September  11  and  the  effects  of 
Gulf  11  on  the  international  system  to 
those  analyzing  the  place  of  Canada's 
cultural  policies  in  the  global  trade 
regime." 

Banda  adds  that  one  of  the  goals 
for  the  journal  is  to  expand  its  scope 


to  the  international  level.  She  plans  to 
get  submissions  from  writers  all  over 
the  world.  In  fact,  in  the  latest  issue 
of  The  Attache,  Jake  Hirsch-Allen, 
who  has  worked  at  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Affairs  and  at  the  Canadian 
Embassy  in  Washington  D.C.  wcis  one 
of  the  contributors  to  the  journal. 

What's  more,  Banda's  academic 
record  is  just  as  impressive.  In  high 
school,  her  peers  named  her  "most 
likely  be  the  next  Prime  Minister  of 
Canada."  In  her  university  application 
process,  she  was  recognized  as  the 
student  with  the  highest  average  in 
Ontario  (99.7%). 

Banda  also  participates  in  debating 
competitions  nationally  and  interna- 
tionally and  has  served  as  the  chair 
of  Trinity's  competitive  debates  com- 
mittee. She  is  a  steward  on  the  Hart 
House  Board  of  Stewards  at  U  of  T, 
an  academic  peer  counselor  in  the 
International  Relations  Program  and 
the  co-president  of  the  International 
Relations  Society. 

With  all  that  under  her  belt,  Banda's 
future  (and  Canada's,  as  she  pro- 
claims she  has  no  intention  of  living 
anywhere  but  Canada)  is  surely  bright 
and  promising. 


Student  unions  settle  out  of  court 


by  DAVID  SHIGA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  Scarborough  Students'  Union 
(SCSU)  and  the  Association  of 
Part  Time  Undergraduate  Stu- 
dents (APUS)  reached  an  agree- 
ment on  Monday,  preventing  a 
court  battle. 
APUS  had  asked  the  Superior 


Court  of  Ontario  to  order  a  halt 
to  an  SCSU-sponsored  referen- 
dum asking  part-time  students  at 
Scarborough  whether  they  want  to 
end  their  relationship  with  APUS, 
and  instead  be  represented  exclu- 
sively by  SCSU.  APUS  stood  to  lose 
thousands  of  dollars  in  student 
fees  from  Scarborough  students. 
The  two  student  unions  met  at  a 


court  hearing  Monday  morning.  Af- 
ter discussing  things,  SCSU  agreed 
to  some  extra  conditions  on  the 
referendum  and  APUS  dropped  its 
request  for  a  court  order. 

"We  came  to  an  agreement 
which  I  think  will  benefit  both  par- 
ties," said  APUS  President  Chris 
Ramsaroop. 

The  agreement,  which  has  yet 


to  be  approved  by  the  two  unions' 
boards  of  directors,  stipulates 
that  if  part-time  students  vote  to 
leave  APUS  and  join  SCSU,  SCSU 
will  ask  the  university  not  to 
implement  the  result  until  the  two 
unions  have  discussed  the  issue 
further. 

Ramsaroop  said  the  impetus  for 
the  referendum  came  largely  from 


the  university  administration, 
with  whom  APUS  has  frequently 
battled. 

SCSU  President  Dan  Bandurka 
insists  that  "the  push  for  our 
referendum  has  come  from 
Scarborough  students."  However, 
he  admitted  that  a  Dec.  10  email 
from  student  affairs  head  Jim 
Delaney  persuaded  them  to  speed 
up  the  process  and  hold  the  refer- 
endum in  January,long  with  the 
referendum  for  full-time  students 
that  had  already  been  scheduled. 


I  ARBOR  I 


CALL  FOR  NOMINATIONS  FOR  THE 
GOVERNING  COUNCIL 


Nominations  Open  at  9:00  a.m.  Monday,  January  19,  2004 
Nominations  Close  at  12:00  noon  Friday,  January  30,  2004 

Positions  Available: 

For  1  year  terms:  July  1,  2004  to  June  30,  2005: 
8  Students: 

4  full-time  undergraduate  students 
2  part-time  undergraduate  students 
2  graduate  students 

For  3  year  terms:  July  1, 2004  to  June  30, 2007: 
1  Administrative  Staff 
4  Teaching  Staff: 

Arts  &  Science  (Departments  of  Astronomy  and  Astrophysics,  Botany,  Chemistry, 
Computer  Science,  Geology,  Mathematics,  Physics,  Statistics  and  Zoology) 
Applied  Science  and  Engineering 
Medicine  (2) 

Nomination  Forms  will  be  available  starting  at  9:00  a.m., 
Monday,  January  19,  2004 

on  the  Governing  Council  web-site:  www.utoronto.ca/govcncl/ 
And  from: 

Office  of  the  Governing  Council,  Room  106,  Simcoe  Hail 
Registrar's  Office,  UTM 
Registrar's  Office,  UTSC 


Work  of  the  Governing  Council: 

The  Governing  Council  is  composed  of  50  members,  including  the  President, 
Chancellor,  16  government  appointees,  12  teaching  staff,  8  alumni,  8  students, 
2  administrative  staff  and  2  presidential  appointees. 

As  the  senior  governing  body,  it  oversees  the  academic,  business  and  student 
affairs  of  the  University.  Decisions  approved  by  the  Governing  Council  affect 
all  members  of  the  University  community. 

The  Council  and  its  Boards  are  responsible  for  approving: 

Academic  and  incidental  fees 
Establishment  of  new  academic  programs 
Admissions  and  awards  policies 
University's  budget  and  financial  matters 
Campus  planning  and  capital  projects 
Personnel  policies 
Campus  and  student  services 
Appointment  of  senior  administrators 

Questions? 

Contact  the  Chief  Returning  Officer  at  416-978-8427  or  c.oke@utoronto.ca 

The  membership  of  the  Governing  Council  should  reflect  the  diversity  of  the 
University.  Nominations  are,  therefore,  encouraged  from  a  wide  variety  of 
individuals. 


http://www.utoronto.ca/govcncl/elections/ 
MAKE  A  DIFFERENCE:  GET  INVOLVED  WITH  THE  GOVERNING  COUNCIL 


news@thevarsity.ca 


Protesters  come  out  to 
battle  French  scarf  ban 


bySUMAYYAH  HUSSEIN 

VARSITY  STAFF  


Three  hundred  people  braved  cold 
weather  and  flurries  outside  the 
French  consulate  Saturday  to  pro- 
test the  recently  proposed  ban  on 
the  Islamic  headscarf  in  France. 

Protesters  at  the  130  Bloor  St.  W. 
building  waved  signs,  chanted  slo- 
gans and  signed  a  petition  against 
the  French  law,  which  if  passed 
would  forbid  the  wearing  of  the 
Islamic  headscarf  in  public  schools 
and  give  employers  the  authority 
to  implement  the  ban  in  the  work- 
place. 

"I  refuse  to  believe  that  the  rights 
women  have  been  fighting  for  so  long 


will  be  toppled  by  this  law,"  said  Ra- 
nia  Lawendy,  one  of  the  event's  key 
speakers.  Lawendy,  who  came  from 
Waterloo  to  attend  the  protest,  em- 
phasized that  the  headscarf  (part  of 
the  Qur'an-ordained  hijab — cover- 
ing of  the  body  except  the  face  and 
hands)  is  not  a  "religious  symbol" 
but  a  religious  obligation.  Prevent- 
ing women  from  wearing  it,  she  said, 
violates  Article  1  of  the  French  Con- 
stitution, which  guarantees  freedom 
of  religion. 

"It's  a  woman's  right  to  choose 
whether  to  wear  the  hijab  or  not  to 
wear  the  hijab,"  said  Carolyn  Egan  of 
the  Toronto  and  York  Region  Labour 
Council.  "It  is  a  question  of  human 
rights.  It  is  a  question  of  women's 


rights." 

The  demonstration,  jointly  orga- 
nized by  diverse  groups  to  promote 
freedom  of  religion  and  expression, 
was  part  of  an  international  day  of 
action  which  saw  protests  around 
the  world.  Canadian  cities  observing 
the  British-initiated  call  to  action 
included  Toronto,  Ottawa,  Montreal, 
and  Winnipeg. 

Chantal  Sundaram,  organizer  and 
U  of  T  graduate,  was  pleased  with 
the  "great  outpouring  of  support" 
given  the  short  time  in  which  the 
protest  was  organized.  She  was  opti- 
mistic about  the  impact  of  the  inter- 
national effort  and  was  impressed 

See/^iJOr^^ronpageB 
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Protestors  march  against  the  French  government  on 
Saturday. 


City  of  Toronto  initiative  hopes  to  tap  into  young  minds 


by  JAMES  HUGHES 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  InvolveYouth  project  is  a  new 
City  of  Toronto  venture  to  get 
Toronto's  300,000  young  people 
involved  in  community  based  deci- 
sion-making. Using  an  advertising 
campaign  targeted  at  organiza- 
tions thinking  about  incorporating 
youth  into  their  power  structure, 
the  city  hopes  that  young  people 
aged  14-24  will  get  involved  and 
enrich  city  life.  "The  City  wants 


to  encourage  all  organizations, 
whether  they  be  cultural  or  politi- 
cal, to  involve  young  people  in  the 
most  meaningful  way,"  says  Olivia 
Chow,  the  Toronto  City  Councilor 
for  Trinity-Spadina  and  the  City  of 
Toronto's  Child  and  Youth  Advo- 
cate. Chow  feels  there  should  be 
space  for  youth  on  all  community 
based  decision-making  bodies, 
regardless  if  they  serve  youth  as  a 
part  of  their  mandate. 

The  idea  for  the  program,  which 
was   unveiled    by   Mayor  David 


Miller  at  a  press  conference  last 
Wednesday,  originated  from  the 
Toronto  Youth  Cabinet,  a  group 
started  during  Mel  Lastman's  ten- 
ure as  mayor.  The  Youth  Cabinet's 
role  in  municipal  politics  is  to  keep 
tabs  on  any  city  business  that 
might  affect  young  people.  Focus 
groups  conducted  by  the  Youth 
Cabinet  brought  the  InvolveYouth 
campaign  to  fruition.  "It's  an  at- 
tempt to  promote  awareness 
among  large  corporations  and 
community   based  organizations 


in  Toronto  that  youth  have  some- 
thing to  offer,  and  that  youth  can 
help  their  organization  as  much  as 
they  can  help  the  youth,"  says  Mike 
Foderick,  an  assistant  to  councilor 
Cesar  Palacio  and  a  former  U  of  T 
student. 

Foderick  cites  Downtown 
Legal  Services  at  U  of  T  as  an 
example  of  an  organization  that 
could  bring  youth  into  its  fold. 
"It  would  be  a  benefit  to  have 
a  young  person  on  their  board 
of    directors,"     says  Foderick. 


The  InvolveYouth  project  is  funded 
entirely  through  the  Ontario 
Works  Incentive  program — a  Tory 
government  initiative  that  sets 
workfare  targets  for  municipalities. 
Transfer  payments  are  given  to 
jurisdictions  that  meet  or  exceed 
their  targets.  The  municipalities 
can  then  use  the  funds  however 
they  see  fit.  The  City  of  Toronto, 
which  attained  its  goal  of  getting 
a  requisite  number  of  people  off 

See  rOf/TT/ on  page  6 
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News 


FELLOWSHIP  IN  ADVANCEMENT 
at 

THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

Are  you  a  recent  or  soon-to-be  graduate? 
Are  you  interested  in  a  career  that  involves: 

MARKETING 
PUBLIC  RELATIONS 
SPECIAL  EVENT  and  VOLUNTEER  MANAGEMENT 
COMMUNICATIONS 
PHILANTHROPY? 

Are  you  interested  in  helping  the  University  of  Toronto  rank  among  the  leading  international  public  research 
and  teaching  universities? 

If  so,  consider  the  field  of  Advancement.  Advancement  is  the  lerm  used  to  describe  the  activities  of  fundraising, 
alumji!  and  public  relations,  among  others,  that  help  to  harness  the  financial  and  human  resources  required  to  advance 
the  goals  of  the  University, 

During  this  12  month  internship,  one  succes.snil  candidate  Vt'ill  receive  exposure  to  all  .  "pects  of  universiE> 
Advancement  functions  through  specific  program  assignments,  job  shadowing  and  mentoring,  extensive  professional 
development  opportunities,  on-campus  work  placements,  and  visits  to  other  Canadian  universities. 

The  12  month  internship  will  begin  September  2004.  The  fellow  will  receive  a  monthly  stipend  of  $2800  and,  based  on 
successful  performance,  the  possibility  of  longer  term  employment. 

Application  deadline:  Friday,  February  27.  2004 
To  download  the  application  visit: 
www.alumni.utoronto.ca/stavconnected/'career.litm 

Paper  copies  of  the  application  form  are  available  at  the  front  desk: 

J.  Robeil  S.  Prichard  Building 
21  King's  College  Circle 
between  9;00am  -  5:00pm 
or  contact  Sharon  Brumer  at 

(416)946-8371  or 
sharon.brumcn@utoronto.ca 


A  JLX 


Graduate 

programs  designed 
to  get  results 


PROTEST    Continued  from  page  5 

with  the  Toronto  protest,  noting 
that  the  audience  included  "all  ages, 
faiths,  and  ethnicities." 

U  of  T  groups  involved  as  speak- 
ers or  endorsers  included  the 
Muslim  Students'  Association,  Arab 
Students'  Collective  and  Amnesty 
International.  Speeches  were  also 
given  by  representatives  from  the 
Sikh  and  Christian  communities. 

Iris  Chan,  23,  an  administrative  as- 
sistant with  U  of  T  who  recently  con- 
verted to  Islam,  attended  the  protest 
to  refute  stereotypes  and  support 
the  rights  of  Muslims  in  France. 


news@tlievarsity.ca 

"It  is  important  for  me  as  a  Muslim 
woman  to  assert  that  the  hijab  is  not 
a  mark  of  oppression,  blindness,  or 
suppression  to  a  man's  will,"  said 
Chan.  "The  hijab  is  entirely  a  choice 
that  a  woman  makes." 

Joel  Duff,  a  representative  of  the 
Canadian  Federation  of  Students 
who  spoke  at  the  event,  warned  that 
the  ban,  if  unchecked,  could  extend 
to  political  symbols  and  completely 
stifle  free  expression  in  France. 

Sundaram  promised  there  would 
be  a  reaction  if  the  law  is  passed. 
She  added  that  the  hijab  ban  issue 
will  be  raised  at  a  March  6  event  at 
OISE  for  International  Women's  Day. 


YOUTH Continued  from  page  5 

welfare  and  onto  workfare,  chose 
to  fund  the  InvolveYouth  project. 
While  Councilor  Chow  disagrees 
with  workfare,  she  said  she  is  "not 
going  to  turn  down  money." 

The  InvolveYouth  program  itself 
will  cost  $250,000.  The  advertising 
campaign,  which  will  appear  in 
more  than  5,000  TTC  vehicles  and 
shelters  over  the  next  four  weeks, 
makes  up  $175,000  of  this  total. 
The  additional  $75,000  covers 
the  advertising  design,  the  focus 


groups,  and  several  workshops 
that  will  follow  the  campaign. 
These  workshops  will  aid  orga- 
nizations attempting  to  integrate 
youth,  and  are  being  run  through 
the  Laidlaw  foundation,  a  Toronto 
area  non-profit  organization,  on 
behalf  of  the  City. 

As  for  the  goals  of  the  program, 
Chow  believes  she  will  see  innova- 
tive ideas  coming  from  organiza- 
tions that  make  a  commitment  to 
youth.  "Once  you  invite  young  peo- 
ple to  participate,  they  will  exceed 
beyond  your  expectations." 


DONSHIPS 

St  Michael  s  College 
Men's  Residence 


Applications  are  now  being  accepted  for  Donships  in  the  Men's 
Residence  at  St  Michael's  College  for  2004-2005.  Eligible  candi- 
dates must  be  enrolled  in  their  fourth  year  of  undergraduate  stud- 
ies, or  in  a  graduate,  second  degree,  or  equivalent  University  of 
Toronto  programme  during  the  2004-2005  academic  session. 

Application  packages  are  available  from  the  St  Michael's  College 
Mail  Desk  (81  St  Mary  Street),  from  our  web  site,  by  email,  and 
by  post  at  the  addresses  below.  Interviews  for  a  short  list  of 
candidates  will  be  held  in  mid-March.  For  fUrther  information, 
please  contact  Mr  Duane  Rendle,  the  Dean  of  Men,  at: 

The  Dean  of  Men,  St  Michael's  College 
81  St  Mat)'  Street,  Toronto,  ON,  M5S  1J4 
Telephone:  (4 16)  926  7127 
smc.deanofhien@utoronto.ca 
www.uloronto.caystmikes 

The  deadline  for  receipt  of  applications  by  the  Dean  of  Men  is 
Monday  March  1st,  2004. 


University  College 

DONSHIP  APPLICATIONS 
2004-2005 

The  University  College  Residence  Office  is 
currently  accepting  applications  for  Don 
positions  for  the  2004-2005  academic  year. 
Applications  are  available  at  the  Porter's 
Offices,  The  Residence  Office  and  online  at 
http:  /  /  www.utoronto.ca/ucres. 

Applications  should  be  submitted  to: 

University  College  Residence  Office 
79  St  George  St  -  2"'^  Floor 
Toronto,  ON  M5S  2E5 

Deadline:  February  13*^  2004  -  4:30p.m. 
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Progress  not  politics?  We  wish... 


So,  York  University  finally  has  a  new 
student  council  after  18  months  with- 
out a  change.  Too  bad — they  may 
have  been  better  off  without  one.  A 
brief  earful  of  the  sorry  saga  that  got 
them  to  this  point  is  reason  enough 
to  wash  one's  hands  of  the  very  con- 
cept of  "student  leadership." 

In  their  November  27  election 
(held  after  the  driginal  vote  planned 
for  last  March  was  postponed),  a 
group  named  Progress  Not  Politics 
(PNP)  won  26  of  32  seats,  includ- 
ing all  four  executive  positions  on 
council,  which  come  with  a  salary 
of  $20,000  each.  PNP  ostensibly  cam- 
paigned on  a  platform  of  improving 
student  services,  but  their  main 
issue  was  targeting  the  incumbents 
on  council  (the  York  Student  Federa- 
tion, or  YSF),  which  they  felt  were 
using  the  student  government  to 
further  their  own  pet  causes,  namely 
the  pro-Palestinian  cause. 

As  in  all  politics,  there's  another 
side  to  the  story — PNP  leader  and 
YSF  president-elect  Paul  Cooper  just 
happens  to  be  president  of  York's 
Young  Zionist  Partnership,  a  pro- 
Israeli  campus  group  that  also  sup- 
ports PNP.  It  doesn't  end  there — the 
requisite  flinging  of  mud  began  when 
some  of  the  losing  YSF  incumbents 
filed  a  complaint  with  the  chief  elec- 
tion officer  alleging  that  the  PNP  had 
exceeded  campaign  spending  limits. 
A  Dec.  4  hearing  cleared  the  PNP, 
but  the  YSF  refused  to  accept  the 
decision  and  refused  to  leave  office. 
In  the  end,  the  university's  adminis- 
tration had  to  step  in  to  resolve  the 
situation,  withholding  student  levy 
funding  until  they  finally  decided  to 
ratify  the  vote  last  week. 

Got  all  that?  While  the  York  case 
is  particularly  convoluted,  this  sort 
of  dysfunction  is  systemic  in  student 
government — it's  like  an  unending 
film  loop  showing  the  same  bad 
movie  over  and  over  again.  When's 


EDITORIAL 


the  last  time  you  heard  of  a  student 
council  at  a  university  working  to- 
gether efficiently  to  solve  students' 
problems  and  deliver  the  services 
they  need?  Instead,  these  self-ab- 
sorbed politician-wannabes  end  up 
acting  like  spoiled  children,  arguing 
over  completely  inane  procedural  or 
partisan  issues  that  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  task  at  hand  (which,  by 
the  way,  is  supposed  to  be  acting  as 
good  representatives  of  the  students 
on  their  campuses).  At  York,  what  it 
boiled  down  to  was  that  the  adults 
had  to  break  up  the  squabbling  kids. 
Embarrassing. 

York  clearly  has  its  own  issues 
to  deal  with  when  it  comes  to  the 
thorny  Middle  East  issue  (we  cer- 
tainly don't  need  another  Concor- 
dia-style  situation  here  in  Ontario), 
but  putting  that  factor  aside,  student 
leaders  there  and  on  other  cam- 
puses need  to  do  a  major  rethink  if 
they're  to  make  student  government 
dynamic  instead  of  disappointing. 
When  the  student  councils  at  most 
of  the  universities  and  colleges  in  the 
GTA  came  together  to  push  the  TTC 
to  offer  a  reduced-rate  Metropass  to 
post-secondary  students,  they  met 
with  resistance  for  years,  but  they 
stayed  united  and  pressed  their 
point  until  they  were  finally  heard, 
and  now  you  can  save  a  few  dollars 
by  buying  that  cheaper  pass  at  your 
student  council  office. 

Just  imagine  what  else  student 
representatives  could  do  if  they 
stopped  fighting  with  each  other 
long  enough  to  really  put  their  heads 
together.  Where  were  our  university 
leaders  during  the  recent  public  bud- 
get discussions  spearheaded  by  new 
mayor  David  Miller,  for  example?  It's 
the  student  population  that  has  the 


most  at  stake  in  the  direction  this 
city  is  headed  in  the  next  few  years, 
yet  where  was  our  voice  when  it 
counted? 

Many  students  run  for  office 
because  they  genuinely  want  to  be 
part  of  their  campus  community  and 
think  they  can  make  a  difference.  It's 
definitely  tough  in  the  face  of  wide- 
spread apathy  (most  students  don't 
even  bother  to  vote  in  their  school 
elections)  and  encroaching  bureau- 
cracy, but  it's  looking  more  and  more 
like  some  people  are  there  just  to 
further  their  own  interests.  Perhaps 
they've  got  their  eye  on  a  future  in 
politics,  which  would  explain  a  lot 
about  the  current  state  of  affairs. 
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Good  news  for 
Blues? 


Re:  Former  prez  fumbled 
football  funding,  (Oct.  20) 

Thank  you  for  publishing  the  let- 
ter in  October  deploring  the  way 
U  of  T  was  treating  a  125  year- 
old  institution,  the  Varsity  Blues 
football  team.  I  detailed  how 
the  school  could  have  a  stadium 
built  free  on  the  Varsity  site,  well 
before  any  of  the  recent  headlines 
featuring  MLSE's  interest  in  a  $110 
million  dollar  complex  that  would 
be  donated  to  the  school  after  35 
years. 

Bud  Purves,  President  of  York 
University  Development  Corp. 
says  he  would  like  to  build  an 
athletic  power  center,  if  York  is 
chosen  as  a  site  for  a  new  Argo 
football  stadium.  Harold  So- 
kolowski  has  been  quoted  as  be- 
ing in  favor  of  the  York  site.  MLSE 
has  expressed  interest  in  only  the 
Varsity  site  and  the  Argos  must 
be  a  tenant.  As  Stephen  Brunt 
detailed  in  the  Globe,  the  only 
choice  is  Varsity,  with  Canada's 
most  powerful  man  in  the  sports 
business,  Larry  Tanenbaum,  at 
the  helm. 

Curiously,  neither  Bruce  Kidd 
nor  John  Dellandrea  has  men- 
tioned how  this  mega-deal  would 
help  Varsity  athletics  at  U  of 
T.  Twenty-six  different  Varsity 
sports  are  largely  under-funded 
by  the  school.  The  Varsity  news- 
paper has  detailed  how  U  of  T 
coaches  have  to  be  skilled  fund- 
raisers as  well  as  athletic  instruc- 
tors. Hell,  the  lacrosse  coaches 
have  complained  about  their  ath- 
letes being  forced  to  go  out  into 
physical  combat  without  proper 
headgear.  How  can  this  possibly 
be  allowed  to  happen  at  Canada's 
finest  and  richest  university? 

Furthermore,  alumni  donations 
have  produced  a  sizeable  endow- 
ment. There  is  no  way  U  of  T  can 
cry  poor  any  longer.  It's  time  that 
Varsity  athletes  have  their  own 
weight  room.  It's  time  that  a  coach 
like  Western's  Larry  Haylor  has  no 
reason  to  chastise  U  of  T  for  im- 
proper funding.  It's  really  embar- 
rassing when  Guelph  can  afford  to 
bring  two  busloads  of  players  to  a 
football  game  and  U  of  T  can  only 
"afford"  one. 

Attention:  Bruce  Kidd,  Liz  Hoff- 
man, John  Dellandrea,  and  Robert 
Birgeneau.  U  of  T  has  just  won  the 
lottery.  As  Kidd  said,  "They  are 
prepared  to  build  the  facilities  we 
want  and  give  our  students  the 
access  we  need.  I  think  it  will  be 
excellent  for  the  Argos,  excellent 
for  the  Leafs,  and  fabulous  for 


the  city."  All  present  and  former 
Varsity  Blues,  from  all  sports, 
need  to  make  sure  it's  excellent 
for  them  as  well.  It's  time  to  stop 
short-changing  us. 

I'm  going  to  finish  with  exactly 
what  was  published  in  October, 
"U  of  T  could  then  attract  the 
student-athletes  that  are  flocking 
to  other  Canadian  and  American 
schools.  Current  U  of  T  president 
Robert  Birgeneau  can  correct  the 
mistakes  of  his  predecessor.  Let's 
hold  him  accountable." 

Tom  Hipsz 

U  of  TAII  Century  Team,  former 
Blues  coach,  former  CFL  player 


Reformists  not 
radical  enough 

I'm  not  a  right-wing  fan  in  Iran, 
but  I  think  the  recent  protests 
by  the  reformists  about  being 
barred  from  parliament  are  more 
of  a  power  struggle  than  they  are 
really  about  fighting  for  people's 
basic  rights. 

If  the  reformist  MPs  were  in 
fact  after  people's  rights,  they 
should  have  also  protested  when 
the  Guardian  Council  rejected 
the  bill  to  join  the  UN  convention 
against  discrimination  against 
women,  or  even  when  the  Guard- 
ian Council  rejected  the  bill  to 
revise  the  present  election  law. 

Should  the  reformists  really 
want  massive  support,  as  Alireza 
Alavi-Tabar  suggests,  they  have 
to  radicalize  their  platform 
and  to  define  a  new  framework 
beyond  the  constitution.  They 
all  know  where  the  problem 
lies — the  unlimited  power  of  the 
uncontrolled  Leader — and  they 
eventually  have  to  do  something 
about  it. 

At  the  same  time,  they  could 
separate  themselves  from  the 
conservative  groups  such  as 
Rohanioon  Mobarez  (Mehdi 
Karrubi's  group),  who  have 
cleverly  portrayed  themselves 
as  reformists  while  they  all 
believe,  more  or  less,  in  the  same 
principles  as  the  conservatives. 
The  irony  is  that  Karrubi  and  all 
other  nominates  from  his  group 
are  accepted  by  the  Guardian 
Council. 

1  don't  think  Iranian  youth  will 
engage  in  politics  unless  they  see 
a  real  change  in  the  reformists' 
platform,  which  could  translate 
to  a  collective  call  for  changing 
the  constitution  or  something  as 
politically  significant. 

HossEiN  Derakhshan 
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The  Varsity  Mars  series:  part  three 

To  Mars  and  beyond 

Astronaut,  scientists  speak  at  Con  Hall  on  exploring  the  red planet 


by  JOANNE  TANG 

VARSITY  STAFF 


On  Friday  more  than  1,300  people 
filled  Convocation  Hall  to  attend 
"Expanding  Canada's  Frontiers:  To 
Mars  and  Beyond,"  an  evening  of 
speeches  by  scientists  and  astro- 
naut Chris  Hadfield,  the  first  Cana- 
dian to  walk  in  space. 

Joining  Hadfield  were  NASA's  Dr. 
Darlene  Lim,  U  of  T's  Dr.  Vicky  Hip- 
kin,  and  Harvard's  Dr.  Dimitar  Sas- 
selov.  Dr.  Lim,  a  new  Ph.D.  graduate 
in  geology  from  U  of  T,  spoke  about 
the  Martian  terrain.  Physicist  Dr. 
Hipkin  spoke  about  the  search  for 
life  on  Mars,  and  astronomer  Dr. 
Sasselov  discussed  the  search  for 
planets  outside  our  solar  system. 
Bob  McDonald  of  CBC  Radio's  sci- 
ence program  Quirks  and  Quarks 
hosted  the  event.  Undergraduate 
students  Justin  Trottier  and  Car- 
men Marra  of  the  Astronomy  and 
Space  Exploration  Society  were 
given  special  recognition  for  put- 
ting on  the  event. 

Dr.  Lim  began  the  evening  with  a 


photo  of  Earth  taken  by  the  Mars 
Global  Surveyor.  "When  I  look  at 
this  picture,  I  think  of  the  future," 
she  said.  "Imagine  100  to  200  years 
from  now  [when]  we  have  colonies 
on  Mars  and  people  actually  living 
there,  we'll  use  telescopes  to  look 
back  at  planet  Earth." 

She  marveled  that  in  less  than  50 
years,  we  have  moved  from  merely 
observing  planets  from  afar  to  ac- 
tually sending  missions  there,  and 
that  we  may  even  be  able  to  send 
manned  missions  to  Mars  within  20 
or  30  years. 

Hadfield  later  provided  a  brief 
summary  of  U.S.  President  Bush's 
new  plan  for  space  exploration.  At 
the  top  of  the  list  is  the  creation  of 
a  permanent  human  settlement  on 
the  moon  within  10  to  15  years.  As 
Hadfield  told  the  Varsity  in  an  inter- 
view before  the  event.  Bush  plans  to 
set  up  a  space  station  on  the  moon 
as  a  stepping-stone  to  manned  mis- 
sions to  Mars.  "It's  a  big  plan,"  he 
said,  "but  not  bank-busting." 

Hadfield  is  optimistic  about  set- 
ting up  colonies  on  the  moon.  "We 


now  know  much  more  about  space, 
and  we  know  how  to  safely  get  out 
of  orbit."  When  questioned  by  the 
audience  on  whether  he  thinks  the 
American  funding  for  NASA  is  genu- 
ine, Hadfield  stated:  "This  [plan  for 
a  new  space  era]  was  not  hatched 
when  Spirit  landed.  [NASA  and  the 
U.S.  government]  have  been  work- 
ing on  it  for  at  least  a  year." 

Hadfield  did  however  comment, 
"We  need  to  look  at  [Bush's  plan] 
suspiciously  and  evaluate  it.  But 
at  the  same  time,  we  need  to  look 
at  the  good  and  the  opportunities, 
and  see  what  we  can  make  of  it. 
Time  will  tell." 

Dr.  Lim  speculated  on  what  we 
might  do  once  we  reached  Mars. 
She  suggested  that  tourists  might 
one  day  be  able  to  reach  Mars 
and  enjoy  the  planet's  spectacular 
geography.  She  showed  an  image  of 
Valles  Marineris,  the  largest,  deep- 
est channel  in  the  solar  system. 
Measuring  over  4,000  km  long,  it 
is  10  times  the  length  of  the  Grand 
Canyon.  She  pointed  out  that  thrill 
seekers  could  find  no  better  cliffs 


The  Martian  Olympus  Mens,  the  tallest  mountain  in  the  solar  system. 


to  rappel  down.  Mars  is  also  home 
to  the  solar  system's  largest  moun- 
tain, Olympus  Mons,  three  times 
higher  than  Mount  Everest. 

Dr.  Lim  also  spoke  about  the 
search  for  life  on  Mars.  Although 
we  have  not  yet  found  concrete  evi- 
dence that  life  ever  existed  there. 


we  continue  to  find  life  in  the  most 
hostile  environments  on  Earth,  in 
frozen  icecaps  and  in  boiling  pools 
of  sulfurous  water.  If  life  can  sur- 
vive in  such  places  here  it  might  be 
able  to  survive  on  Mars. 

See  1/  iRS  on  page  II 


Secrets  of  the  flu  virus 


by  MADELINE  KHAN 


As  the  flu  season  shifts  into  high  gear 
one  has  to  wonder:  will  we  ever  be 
free  of  it?  Why  has  the  deadly  polio 
virus,  for  example,  been  practically 
eradicated  while  the  flu  virus  threat- 
ens millions  worldwide  each  year? 

Or  Mohammed  Mahdy,  former  chief 
of  MCL  Labs'  Department  of  Highly 
Infectious  Diseases  in  Etobicoke, 
explained  that  there  are  three  main 
reasons  to  help  explain  polio's  demise 
cind  influenza's  stubborn  spread. 

The  first  lies  in  the  difference 
between  the  outer  shells  of  the  two 
viruses.  A  thick,  "naked"  protein  shell 
encloses  the  polio  virus.  In  contrast 
an  "envelope."  a  light  coat  of  fats  and 
carbohydrates,  forms  the  outer  layer 
of  the  flu  virus.  This  envelope  enables 
the  virus  to  attach  itself  to  weak  cells. 
The  polio  virus'  hard  protein  coat 
makes  it  more  stable  when  it  enters 
the  human  bloodstream,  but  it  cannot 
readily  attach  itself  to  cells. 

The  way  the  viruses  spread  is  also 
key.  The  polio  virus  mainly  resides 


The  influenza  virus,  on  the  right,  has  many  tricks  that  have  made  it 
so  much  more  widespread  than  polio,  on  the  left. 


in  the  human  digestive  system.  Viral 
cells  incubate  in  the  mouth  (during 
the  contagious  stage)  and  gut,  while 
virus-laden  feces  can  transmit  live  vi- 
ruses to  another  victim.  The  influenza 
virus,  about  one  third  smaller  in  size, 
can  lurk  on  any  surface  or  float  air- 
borne. Simply  inhaling  minute  drop- 
lets from  an  infected  person's  sneeze. 
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or  touching  a  door  handle  they  have 
contacted,  can  cause  a  full-blown  flu 
infection. 

The  third  reason  for  influenza's 
successful  spread  lies  with  animal- 
human  "cross-over."  While  the 
genetic  makeup  of  the  polio  virus 
remains  relatively  stable,  that  of  the 
influenza  virus  changes  and  mutates 
often.  Strains  of  the  virus  that  nor- 
mally infect  birds  or  mammals  can 
change  and  become  transmissible  to 
humans. 

In  addition,  major  changes  in  flu 
DNA,  called  a  "shift,"  can  initiate  an 
influenza  epidemic,  like  the  one  that 
killed  more  than  20  million  people 
after  World  War  I,  more  than  the  total 
killed  in  the  war  itself.  Vaccines  pro- 
tect against  only  minor  genetic  altera- 
tions, "drifts,"  that  normally  occur  in 
the  genetic  material  of  all  organisms. 

Does  Dr  Mahdy  recommend  an 
annual  flu  shot?  He  answers  yes.  Al- 
though current  flu  vaccines  usually 
do  not  include  the  latest  strain  (e.g. 
the  "Asian"  flu),  they  stimulate  the 
body  to  produce  antibodies.  Eventu- 
ally, he  says,  we  should  become  in- 
creasingly immune  to  influenza. 


Bioethics,  the 
Pakistani  way 


by  MADELINE  KHAN 


When  are  morals  in  medicine  "cus- 
tom-made?" When  they're  based  on 
a  heady  mix  of  economics,  religion, 
and  culture,  parceled  out  by  an  elite, 
highly  educated  minority.  Welcome 
to  bioethics,  Pakistani  style. 

According  to  Dr.  Robyna  Khan  of 
the  Aga  Khan  Hospital  University 
in  Karachi,  bioethics  in  her  country 
is  based  on  different  realities  than 
those  in  the  West.  Speaking  at  U  of 
T  this  past  Wednesday,  she  explains 
that  Pakistanis  adhere  to  cultural 
norms  and  possess  strong  religious 
beliefs.  These  norms  and  beliefs 
permeate  society  and  can  override 
the  ability  of  doctors  to  consistently 
follow  a  standard  code  of  ethics  in 
their  practices.  Economic  woes  often 
force  physicians  to  adopt  a  "play  it  by 
ear"  haphazard  approach  to  difficult 
situations. 

Dr  Khan  provided  the  key  to  under- 
standing the  application  of  bioethics 
in  third  world  countries.  "There  are 
two  basic  components  that  strongly 
influence  the  doctor-patient  relation- 
ship in  Pakistan:  beneficence  (do 
good)  and  non-maleficence  (do  no 
harm)." 

She  cited  a  case  involving  a  one 
month-old  baby  afflicted  with  a  se- 
vere gastro-intestinal  disease  that 
would  kill  the  baby  if  not  treated.  Dr 
Khan  explains  the  dilemma  for  the 
father.  "By  necessity,  decisions  must 
take  into  consideration  the  financial 
survival  of  the  whole  family  rather 
than  stressing  any  one  member's 
right  in  isolation.  [The]  question  of  a 
newborn's  rights  will  be  totally  alien 
to  this  father  For  him  it  is  easier  to 
have  another  baby  rather  than  to 
provide  for  the  treatment  of  this 
child." 


Finally,  the  surgeon  arranged 
for  the  Welfare  Department  to  pay 
for  half  the  cost  of  surgery,  while 
the  father  paid  the  other  half  in 
installments.  "Physicians  feel  mor- 
ally obligated  to  provide  treatment. 
This  sometimes  means  extending 
themselves  beyond  what  would  be 
considered  their  normal  duties.  To 
them,  this  is  beneficence." 

The  second  case  she  mentioned 
highlighted  the  concept  of  "do  no 
harm."  An  aging  man  was  diagnosed 
with  terminal  cancer  The  diagnosis 
was  disclosed  to  his  family,  who  de- 
cided not  to  inform  their  father  as  it 
would  make  him  lose  hope  and  bur- 
den him  with  the  stress  of  impending 
death.  "Physicians  do  not  disclose 
diagnosis  to  the  patient  but  to  the 
family.  In  western  cultures  this  would 
be  considered  as  compromising  the 
rights  of  the  patient,  a  breach  of  con- 
fidentiality. In  the  Pakistani  situation 
it  is  non-maleficence.  It  is  accepted 
as  a  form  of  protection  from  the 
harmful  effects  of  bad  news." 

Does  risk  of  patient  exploitation 
exist  in  these  potentially  skewed  doc- 
tor-patient relationships?  Dr.  Khan 
confirms  that  some  unscrupulous 
physicians  may  abuse  their  tremen- 
dous influence,  as  lawsuits  are  rare. 
Nonetheless,  Dr  Khan  insists  that 
adherence  to  'beneficence'  and  'non- 
maleficence'  by  physicians  gener- 
ally works  well  in  a  deeply  religious 
society.  However,  she  does  recom- 
mend more  effective,  systematic 
institutional  checks  on  physicians 
to  standardize  approaches  to  health 
care.  She  concedes  that  poverty, 
tremendous  respect  for  figures  of 
authority  like  doctors,  and  a  strong 
belief  in  a  divinely  preordained  time 
of  death  continue  to  feed  the  current 
"Pakistani-style"  of  bioethics. 
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Ancient  Assyrian  king  had 
monopoly  on  waterworks 


fay  PATTY  BAKALOPOUIOS  

In  present  day  Iraq,  oil  is  the  most  cov- 
eted resource.  But  2,500  years  ago,  wa- 
ter was  the  most  prized  resource  of  the 
Middle  East.  In  response  to  the  region's 
water  problems,  the  ancient  Assyrian 
king  Sennacherib  developed  extensive 
waterworks.  Sennacherib,  his  water- 
works and  the  inscriptions  and  reliefs 
depicting  the  massive  construction 
projects  were  discussed  in  the  Cana- 
dian Society  of  Mesopotamian  Studies 
lecture  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  14  at  the 
Koffler  Institute  of  Pharmacy.  Dr.  A. 
Kirk  Grayson,  the  director  of  the  Royal 
Inscriptions  of  Mesopotamia  Project  at 
U  of  T,  conducted  the  lecture. 

Sennacherib  (704  —  681  BCE)  was 
the  most  famous  of  Assyrian  kings.  His 
road  to  fame  was  paved  by  the  expan- 
sion of  Assyria's  borders  to  "an  un- 
precedented size,"  military  campaigns 
to  Babylon  "which  became  known  as 
notorious,"  and  the  complete  urban 
renewal  of  Nineveh,  regarded  as  the 


"capital  excellence"  by  the  ancients, 
said  Dr.  Grayson. 

On  clay  tablets  placed  against 
sheer  cliffs  25  feet  above  the  ground, 
Sennacherib  wrote  that  "the  fields 
had  become  arid  land,  cracked  like 
cobwebs"  before  the  establishment  of 
his  waterworks.  He  drained  marshes 
and  diverted  18  canals  to  a  river  flow- 
ing through  Nineveh.  The  water  was 
then  transported  via  aqueducts  to 
private  gardens  within  the  city  and  to 
agricultural  fields  outside  the  city.  So 
thorough  were  Sennacherib's  designs, 
he  even  constructed  a  large  marsh 
for  holding  excess  water.  "The  water- 
works would  be  a  challenge,  even  for 
today's  modern  engineers,"  remarked 
Dr.  Grayson. 

Sennacherib  boasted  in  his  inscrip- 
tions that  his  forefathers  had  not 
elevated  Nineveh's  status  as  he  had 
with  his  waterworks.  "It  was  common," 
explains  Dr.  Grayson.  "For  kings  to  pro- 
claim their  predecessors  didn't  do  as 
much  as  they  did." 


Unpublished  copies  of  the  inscrip- 
tions and  reliefs  remained  at  the  Brit- 
ish Museum  for  150  years,  until  Dr. 
Grayson  decided  "it  was  necessary  to 
provide  them  with  a  proper  edition." 
Although  Dr.  Grayson  has  never  laid 
eyes  upon  the  actual  inscriptions  on 
account  of  tight  security  in  Iraq,  two 
archeologists  were  able  to  visit  the 
ancient  city  of  Nineveh:  Austen  Henry 
Layard  and  Leonard  W.  King 

Both  men  risked  their  lives  in  trying 
to  collect  copies  of  the  inscriptions  on 
the  high  cliffs.  Dr  Grayson  explained 
why  the  tablets  were  placed  so  high 
up:  "So  they  could  be  seen  from  far 
away  by  anyone  who  came  to  this  part 
of  the  kingdom.  Essentially,  they  were 
there  for  show,  to  impress  the  people." 

Eventually,  invading  Mongols  de- 
stroyed the  waterworks.  Yet,  looming 
high  above  the  land,  Sennacherib's 
words  remain:  "A  warning  to  later 
princes,  any  who  will  divert  the  wa- 
ters, may  the  great  gods  inflict  on  them 
an  evil  curse." 
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Dr.  Hipkin  continued  the  evening 
with  a  discussion  about  current 
searches  for  life  on  Mars.  As  part  of 
U  of  T  physics  professor  Dr.  James 
Drummond's  team,  she  worked 
on  the  Mars  Imager  for  Cloud  and 
Aerosol  (MICA),  a  colour-imaging 
camera  for  the  MARs  Volcanic 
Emission  and  Life  (MARVEL) 
proposal.  MARVEL  competed 
to  be  the  NASA  scout  to  Mars  in 
2007 — although  it  did  not  win  the 
competition.  Dr.  Hipkin  pointed  out 
that  making  the  final  four  from  hun- 
dreds of  contestants  was  a  major 
accomplishment  for  the  Canadian 
scientists  involved. 

If  MICA  ever  gets  to  Mars,  it  will 
be  able  to  search  the  atmosphere 
for  the  gases  that  living  things 
produce,  like  methane.  It  could 
also  find  out  if  there  are  any  active 
volcanoes  on  Mars,  which  could 
provide  the  heat  and  energy  neces- 
sary to  sustain  life. 

Hipkin  also  discussed  some  hy- 
potheses about  the  evolution  of 
life  on  Mars.  With  an  average  tem- 
perature of  -62  C,  Mars  is  a  cold 
planet.  "We  might  expect  that  life 
is  evolving  about  100  times  slower 
on  Mars  than  it  is  on  Earth,"  Hipkin 
said.  This  means  that  if  anything  is 
still  living  on  Mars,  we  would  ex- 
pect to  see  the  kind  of  life  that  had 
evolved  on  Earth  two  billion  years 
ago — microbial. 

During  intermission,  Lim  raised 
the  possibility  that  perhaps  an- 
other form  of  life  exists  on  Mars, 
one  that  is  not  necessarily  carbon- 
based.  "Perhaps  it's  a  completely 
different  organism,  with  different 
tools  and  resources  to  live,  some- 
thing that  we  haven't  necessarily 
thought  about.  It's  an  incredible 
possibility  we  have  to  be  open- 
minded  to,  in  the  same  way  that  we 
keep  getting  surprised  by  the  new 
types  of  life  forms  we  find  here  on 
Earth. 

"Why  are  we  going  [into  space]?" 
she  continued.  "It's  because  we 
have  this  itch  to  explore,  to  find 
out  if  we're  alone.  We're  still  in  the 
data-gathering  mode  right  now,  but 
this  fundamental  question  is  very 
important  for  us  to  answer." 

As  citizens  of  first-world  coun- 
tries, Lim  believes  it  is  our  respon- 
sibility to  not  only  stop  hunger, 
poverty,  and  mitigate  international 
conflicts,  but  to  also  explore,  to  the 
depths  of  the  oceans  or  to  space 
and  beyond. 


Science 


Tuesday.  January  20. 2004  II 


TOP:  Mars,  the  red  planet. 
BOTTOM:  "If  you  ever  get  the 
chance  to  walk  in  space,  take 
it,"  advises  astronaut  Chris 
Hadfield. 

When  asked  if  it  is  out  of  fear 
that  humans  search  for  signs  of 
life  in  the  rest  of  the  universe,  Lim 
responded:  "No,  I  think  it's  out  of  a 
genuine  human  curiosity  that  we've 
had  since  the  dawn  of  humankind." 
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vvvwrf.commres.forces.gc.ca 
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Monster  mish-mash 

Actors  impress,  hut  film  fails  to  rise  to  level  of  material 


by  COLIN  TAIT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


It's  impossible  to  tali<  about  the  new 
movie  A/onster  without  tallying  about 
Charlize  Theron's  performance  as 
the  homeless  prostitute  turned  se- 
rial killer.  The  actress'  note-perfect 
rendition  of  the  real-life  and  well- 
documented  Aileen  Wouranos  is 
already  the  stuff  of  legend — how  the 
gorgeous  six-foot-tall  South  African 
model-turned-actress  gained  30 
pounds,  donned  prosthetic  teeth 
and  contact  lens  and  inhabited  an 
ugly  role  for  extremely  impressive 
results. 

She's  now  being  mentioned  in 
the  same  breath  as  Hollywood  leg- 
ends— actors  that  demonstrated 
their  commitment  to  their  craft  by 
ultimately  transforming  themselves 
physically  (De  Niro  in  Raging  Bull, 
Benecio  Del  Toro's  gluttonous  lawyer 
in  Fear  and  Loathing  in  Las  Vegas,  to 
name  just  two).  Paradoxically,  how- 
ever good  Theron  is  in  the  movie, 
knowing  about  her  transformation, 
the  viewer  is  helpless  but  to  view 
the  film  at  a  distance,  disengaged 
from  the  action  as  they  become  an 
armchair  acting  critic.  The  hype  has 
already  overwhelmed  the  content 
of  the  film,  leaving  what  could  have 
been  either  an  interesting  portrait 
of  the  psychology  of  America's  first 
(famous)  female  serial  killer,  or  a 
scathing  commentary  on  the  soci- 


FILM  REVIEW 


Monster 

Written  and  Directed 
by  Patty  Jenkins 


Starring  Charlize  Theron, 
Christina  Ricci 


Rating:  VW 


ety  that  gave  birth  to  her,  bereft  of 
its  power  to  speak  meaningfully  on 
either  subject. 

While  the  production  is  solid 
throughout,  and  stands  as  an  im- 
pressive debut  from  writer/director 
Patty  Jenkins,  it  is  impossible  to 
view  Monster  in  any  way  but  critical- 
ly. The  material  and  its  relationship 
with  "real-life"  events,  alongside 
those  that  are  staged,  contribute 
to  this  particular  mode  of  watching 
the  film.  Central  to  this  is  Christina 
Ricci's  impressive  portrayal  of  Selby 
Wallis,  Wouranos'  lover  and  the 
purported  reason  that  she  begins 
her  killing  streak — a  fictionalized 
version  of  a  character  based  on  the 
prisoner's  own  diary  entries,  and 
whose,  name  has  obviously  been 
changed  in  order  to  protect  her  pre- 
sumed innocence  in  the  killings. 

Ricci  is  given  the  difficult  job  of 
reacting  to  the  'bigness'  of  Theron's 
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acting,  and  does  so  through  her 
minute  reactions  and  subtle  change 
throughout  the  film.  The  casting  in 
this  case  is  nothing  short  of  brilliant, 
as  the  on-screen  size  of  the  actress- 
es conveys  a  visually  stunning  sense 
of  proportion  that  falls  soundly  in 
line  with  the  aims  of  the  film.  Theron 
simply  towers  over  Ricci  every  time 
they're  on-screen  together  and  this 
contributes  to  the  film's  theme  of 
Wournos'  need  to  protect  the  naive 
Wallis. 

The  validity  of  the  love  story, 
though  it  propels  the  narrative  of 
the  film,  is  another  of  the  film's  weak- 
nesses, as  it  reduces  Wouranos'  mo- 
tivations to  those  of  a  lover  looking 
to  be  loved,  and  thus  obliterates 
the  possibilities  of  the  work  saying 
anything  meaningful  about  the  so- 
ciety it  speaks  about  or  Wouranos' 
extreme  reaction  to  her  oppressive 
state  the  only  way  she  can — namely 
by  killing  the  'johns'  who  repeatedly 
exploit,  rape  and  beat  her. 

This  is  not  say  that  the  film 
doesn't  have  strengths.  At  times  it  is 
deeply  affecting,  but  works  against 
itself  on  so  many  levels,  leaving 
the  viewer  ultimately  at  odds  with 
what  they  have  just  seen.  Is  the  film 
a  social  commentary  about  the  role 
of  women  who  are  so  ultimately 
disenfranchised  that  they  can  only 
kill  men  to  live?  Is  it  a  love  story?  Or 
is  the  film  an  exercise  in  Hollywood 
revisionism — a  juicy  story  that  is  as 
irresistible  to  studio  magnates  and 
the  audiences  who  watch  them? 
It  seems  as  though  the  monster  in 
this  case  is  the  questions  that  the 
film  raises,  and  the  inevitable  hype 
behind  it. 


Actress  Charlize  Theron  arrives  at  the  Toronto 
new  movie  Monster  last  week. 
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Passable  Worlds 

Hart  House's  latest  production  lacking  chemistry 


by  JORDAN  BIMM 


Possible  Worlds,  written  by  Governor- 
General's  Award-winning  playwright 
(and  U  of  T  Math  grad,  who  consulted 
on  and  appeared  in  the  film  Good  Will 
Hunting)  John  Mighton,  is  a  tricky 
piece  of  theatre.  It  presents  itself  as  a 
sci-fi  love  story  set  loosely  in  the  midst 
of  a  1950's-style  whodunit  detective 
drama.  The  plot  begins  with  two  run- 
of-the-mill  detectives  investigating 
a  bizarre  string  of  murders  in  which 
the  killer  skillfully  extracts  the  brain  of 
each  victim.  While  the  bumbling  cops 
search  for  clues  to  crack  the  strange 
killings,  the  audience  is  introduced 
to  the  even  stranger  romance  that  ex- 
ists between  Joyce  (Elsa  Michel)  and 
George  (Blain  Walters). 

George  is  special.  Where  most 
humans  experience  only  one  real- 
ity and  only  one  outcome  of  a  choice, 
George — much  like  Bill  Murray  in 
Groundhog  Day — finds  that  he  can 
live  the  same  situations  over  and  over 
again,  and  each  time  entertain  a  differ- 
ent set  of  possibilities.  So  while  Joyce 
rejects  George  in  one  world,  and  then 
throws  herself  at  him  in  the  next,  the 
two  detectives  remain  hard  on  the 
case  of  the  missing  brains.  Their  inves- 
tigation begins  to  pick  up  when  the  de- 
tective duo  become  suspicious  of  the 
mysterious  Dr.  Penfield,  a  neurologist 
who  creates  simulated  realities  inside 
of  disembodied  rat  brains,  and  who 
seems  to  have  a  sinister  connection  to 
George's  unique  condition. 

While  containing  more  than  a  few 
redeeming  attributes,  Hart  House's 
production  of  Possible  Worlds  ulti- 
mately falls  short  of  being  a  stellar 
show.  Keeping  with  the  main  theme  of 
the  play,  it  would  be  great  to  go  back  in 
time  and  experience  the  performance 
again,  but  this  time  with  a  different 
actress  playing  the  role  of  Joyce.  In 
telling  a  love  story,  it  is  very  important 
that  the  audience  understand  why  the 
characters  are  in  love  with  each  other. 
As  Joyce,  Elsa  Michel  is  never  able 
to  make  her  character  likeable.  This 
makes  George's  infatuation  with  her 
come  across  as  illogical,  unenthusias- 
tic  and  fake.  Michel  is  easily  at  her  best 
when  Joyce  gets  angry  with  George, 
but  even  when  lovers  fight  there 
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Possible  Worlds 


Written  by  John  Mighton 


Directed  by  DavidJermyn 
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Rating:  Wv 


should  still  be  some  spark  of  passion 
between  them,  and  here,  sadly,  there 
is  none. 

As  a  result,  Watters  is  forced  to 
overcompensate  with  a  heroic  attempt 
at  creating  some  kind  of  chemistry  be- 
tween the  two  of  them.  Unfortunately, 
1  eventually  found  myself  asking  the 
cliched  question:  What  the  hell  does 
he  see  in  her?  The  audience  should  be 
wondering  how  they  could  possibly  be 
apart  instead  of  why  they're  even  try- 
ing to  be  together. 

Despite  the  onstage  chemistry 
issues.  Possible  Worlds  did  contain 
some  interesting  and  note-worthy 
performances.  John  Walker,  who 
played  Dr.  Penfield,  did  an  excellent 
job  of  taking  the  caricature  of  the  'mad 
scientist'  and  transforming  it  into  a 
haunting  and  powerfully  reserved 
character.  Walker's  surreal  interroga- 
tion of  George  stood  out  as  one  of 
the  strongest  scenes  in  the  play  and. 
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was  tactfully  reminiscent  of  legendary 
playwright  Harold  Pinter's  Interview. 

Len  Ferstman  and  Richard  Rotter 
provided  the  show  with  some  lighter, 
more  comedic  moments  with  their 
portrayals  of  Berkley  and  Williams, 
the  two  bumbling  detectives.  The  best 
of  these  scenes  was  Williams'  uneasy 
conversation  with  a  disembodied 
rat  brain  left  under  his  supervision. 
Though  paying  huge  homage  to  the 
'private  dick'  stereotype,  it  was  thank- 
fully surprising  to  see  that  Mighton 
stopped  short  of  having  Williams  deliv- 
er lengthy  interior  monologues  about 
booze,  dames  and  'the  Windy  City' 

Taken  as  a  whole,  it  would  be  wrong 
to  dismiss  Possible  Worlds  as  a  bad 
play.  The  plot  is  well-constructed, 
and  David  Jermyn's  direction  is  at 
times  quite  intelligent  and  rnoving. 
The  fatal  flaw  is  the  lack  of  real  pas- 
sion between  the  central  characters  of 
George  and  Joyce.  With  the  absence  of 
chemistry  between  the  two  of  them,  it 
is  very  hard  to  believe  that  she  could 
be  the  object  of  so  much  of  his  mental 
attention.  And  given  that  this  is  a  play 
that  centres  around  the  head  and  the 
heart,  in  the  end,  this  production 
doesn't  quite  find  the  right  balance 
between  the  two. 
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Golden  Girls 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 


Entering  this  weeltend's  OUA  championship  in  first  place,  the  Varsity  Blues  women's  squash 
team  didn't  fail  to  disappoint.  Blazing  through  competitors  from  Queen's  (6-0),  McGill  (5-1), 
and  Ryerson  (6-0),  the  U  of  T  women  took  home  the  gold  and  the  glory.  Second-year  Karlene 
Headley- Cooper  led  the  team  to  victory,  while  rookies  Binaifer  Kapadia,  Mary  Jane  Ferraro, 
Catherine  Scandrett  and  Shuhsien  Zhu  pitched  in  with  perfect  2-0  weekends. 


Hockey  dealt  a  tough  loss  to  Queen's 


bvMICAYLAGRESCHKER 


While  many  may  have  been  tun- 
ing into  the  Leafs  game  on  Friday 
evening,  there  was  a  much  more 
important  match  taking  place 
right  under  our  noses  at  Varsity 
Arena.  The  Blues,  who  lead  the 
Ontario  University  Association 
(OUA)'s  mid-east  division,  took 
on  Queen's  for  the  first  time  this 
season.  Only  one  point  behind 
the  Blues  going  into  the  evening's 
event,  the  Queen's  Golden  Gaels 
made  up  for  their  second  place 
standing  by  walking  out  of  the 
arena  on  top,  winning  the  game 
3-2. 

The  Blues'  talented  goalie  Ryan 
Grinnell,  who  was  named  the 
"Pepsi  Blue  of  the  month"  for  De- 


cember, played  well  and  managed 
to  keep  out  all  but  a  few  of  the  27 
shots  that  the  Gaels  sent  his  way. 
The  Queen's  netminder  also  came 
out  with  a  strong  showing,  upping 
Grinnell  by  keeping  out  32  of  the 
34  shots  on  net. 

Despite  their  loss,  the  Blues 
seemed  in  good  spirits  after  the 
game  and  even  indulged  in  signing 
autographs  for  young  fans.  Ryan 
Taylor,  a  left  wing  for  the  Blues, 
pointed  out  that  the  boys  are  "in 
there  with  the  top  teams  in  Cana- 
da," adding  that  "we  have  to  lose 
sometimes."  While  he  was  posi- 
tive overall,  Taylor  did  feel  that 
the  team  needed  to  "play  hard  in 
every  period,  not  just  the  third." 

Matt  Macdonald,  a  fifth-year, 
right  wing  for  the  Gaels  is  already 


looking  forward  to  playing  U  of  T 
again  this  season.  Agreeing  that 
the  game  could  have  gone  either 
way,  Macdonald  did  stress  that  he 
was  "proud  of  the  [Gaels]  for  com- 
ing in  so  strong  and  getting  a  good 
win  against  such  a  good  team." 

The  Blues  got  a  huge  compli- 
ment from  Queen's  associate  head 
coach  Tim  Cunningham  who  said 
that  playing  U  of  T  was  a  "tough 
start"  for  his  team  who  haven't 
played  since  the  end  of  November 
and  that  the  Blues  are  "extremely 
well  coached  and  it  was  not  an 
easy  win."  Cunningham  thought 
his  team  played  hard  and  smart 
and  was  thrilled  that  despite  U 
of  T's  reputation  and  record  this 
season  his  team  was  able  to  walk 
away  on  top. 


Cricket  tourney 
a  smash  success 

Muslim  Students  Association  hosts  Ontario's 
first  inter-university  cricket  event 


fay  DANIEL  FILIPE  MARTINS  

Cricket  in  Toronto  received  another 
boost  this  past  Saturday  as  teams  from 
Ryerson,  York  and  all  three  U  of  T  cam- 
puses converged  at  the  Unity  Cricket 
and  Sports  Centre  in  Mississauga  for 
a  day-long  cricket  tournament.  The 
event,  which  attracted  eight  teams 
in  total,  ended  in  victory  for  the  First 
Year  Engineers,  as  they  beat  the  U  of 
T  Scarborough  Titans,  51  runs  (2  out) 
to  49  (3  out). 

The  indoor  event  marked  the  first 
multiple-university  cricket  tourna- 
ment to  be  held  in  Ontario,  and  was 
organised  by  the  cricket  board  of  the 
Muslim  Students  Association  (MSA).  It 
followed  on  the  success  of  an  October 
tri-campus  tournament,  held  at  U  of  T 
Mississauga,  in  which  the  UTM  Eagles 
prevailed. 

This  past  Saturday,  the  defending 
champ  Eagles  succeeded  in  reaching 
the  semi-finals,  where  they  lost  to 
the  First  Year  Engineers  (from  the  St. 
George  campus),  64  runs  to  62.  Also 
in  the  semi-finals,  The  UTSC  Titans 
succeeded  in  besting  the  Pakistani 
Commandos,  also  from  St.  George,  70 
runs  to  63,  before  their  luck  deserted 
them  in  the  close  final.  Ryerson  and 
York  were  eliminated  early  in  the  tour- 
nament, ensuring  that,  whatever  the  , 
outcome  of  the  semis,  the  final  would 
be  an  all  U  of  T  affair. 

The  First  Year  Engineers'  captain, 
Muhammad  Saad  Khan,  was  ecstatic 
at  his  team's  victory,  describing  it  as 
"awesome.  Last  time  we  lost  in  the 


semis.  Today,  there  was  only  one 
team  to  win,  and  we  won."  Saad  Khan 
expects  his  team,  along  with  most  of 
the  others,  to  participate  in  the  next 
tournament,  tentatively  scheduled  for 
February. 

Faraz  Siddiqui,  of  the  MSA,  was 
pleased  with  the  turnout,  noting  that 
nine  teams  were  turned  away  from  the 
packed  event  because  of  time  consid- 
erations. He  believed  that  the  tourna- 
ment would  go  a  long  way  towards 
promoting  cricket  in  Canada  which, 
even  at  U  of  T,  was  only  limited  to  an 
annual  tournament  in  the  Athletics 
Centre.  Due  to  the  lack  of  space,  "when 
the  weather  was  good,  the  guys  would 
play  on  King's  College  circle  for  prac- 
tice," said  Siddiqui. 

Eventually,  sustained  pressure  won 
the  use  of  the  UTM  Athletics  Centre 
for  the  October  tri-campus  tourna- 
ment. Since  then,  university  cricket 
in  Ontario  seems  to  be  approaching  a 
boom  period.  "[The  October  tourna- 
ment] was  the  first  properly  organ- 
ised tri-campus  cricket  tournament," 
explained  Siddiqui.  "Now  we've  got 
teams  from  other  universities.  We  plan 
to  approach  the  university  to  accept 
regular  cricket  hours.  We  need  our 
teams  to  train." 

The  event  drew  a  smattering  of  local 
sponsors,  such  as  TCS  Express,  which 
sponsored  the  trophy  as  well  as  the 
refreshments,  Lahore  Biryahi  House, 
Popeye's  Chicken  and  Dufferin  Mazda. 
The  Unity  Cricket  and  Sports  Centre 
has  been  host  to  local  cricket  initia- 
tives since  April  2003. 


The  winning  team: 


DANIEL  FILIPE  MARTINS 

the  St.  George  Campus  First  Year  Engineers 


U  of  T  should  keep  its  fingers  crossed 
that  Tanenbaum  follows  through 


byYONGTAING 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Most  people  would  agree  that  there 
is  no  such  thing  as  a  free  lunch.  But 
sometimes,  the  lunch  is  too  good  to 
turn  down. 

Later  this  week  we'll  find  out  if 
Larry  Tanenbaum  and  his  Maple  Leaf 
Sports  and  Entertainment  (MLSE)  will 
be  taking  U  of  T  and  its  students  out 
for  lunch.  Of  course  we're  not  talking 
about  tuna  salad  and  minestrone 
soup.  Think  much,  much  more  ex- 
pensive. 

Tanenbaum,  chairman  of  the  MLSE 
board,  has  envisioned  returning 
the  barren  grounds  of  the  Varsity 
Stadium  site  to  its  previous  glory.  If 


the  proposed  deal  goes  through,  the 
downtown  site — which  has  played 
host  to  numerous  Grey  Cups  and 
Vanier  Cups — could  become  the  new 
home  of  the  Toronto  Argonauts  and,  of 
course,  the  Varsity  Blues. 

MLSE  is  prepared  to  construct  a 
25,000  seat  stadium,  refurbish  the 
flagging  Varsity  Arena,  construct  a 
second  ice-surface,  and  put  up  retail 
space.  With  such  an  ambitious  en- 
deavour, what's  amazing  is  that  not  a 
single  penny  of  the  $100  million  price 
tag  of  this  project  would  come  from  U 
of  T  students.  By  freeing  students  of 
the  financial  burden,  U  of  T  is  ensuring 
history  does  not  repeat  itself.  A  2002 
Varsity  Centre  referendum,  that  asked 
students  to  foot  the  bill  for  a  new  com- 


plex, encountered  major  opposition 
and  fell  flat  on  its  face. 

The  stadium  is  also  intended  to 
rejuvenate  the  Toronto  Argonauts' 
fan  base  by  providing  an  intimate, 
open-air  stadium  of  the  sort  com- 
monly found  in  the  CEL.  Other  tenants 
could  include  the  Canadian  Soccer  As- 
sociation, the  Toronto  Roadrunners, 
and  the  St.  Mike's  Majors.  Like  a  B12 
shot,  this  move  would  bring  new  life 
to  the  downtown  sports  scene  and  all 
surrounding  business. 

The  only  thing  standing  in  the  way 
of  Tanenbaum  is  the  reluctance  of  Ar- 
gos  owners  David  Cynamon  and  How- 
ard Sokolowski  to  yield  to  the  Maple 
Leaf  empire.  Instead,  the  proud  new 
owners  of  the  flailing  CFL  franchise 


are  strongly  considering  a  site  closer 
to  York  University,  citing  a  lack  of  ac- 
cessibility to  the  downtown  venue. 
The  argument  that  York  is  more  acces- 
sible than  a  Varsity  site  that  is  steps 
from  a  major  TTC  stop  is  laughable. 
The  Alouettes  success  on  the  McGill 
campus  is  proof  enough  that  a  down- 
town location  will  work. 

However,  the  difference  between 
the  Alouettes  and  McGill  deal,  and 
the  MLSE  proposal  is  that  the  latter 
encompasses  a  larger  union  between 
MLSE,  the  CFL  and  U  of  T  Indeed, 
the  impact  of  this  deal  would  not  only 
resonate  throughout  the  campus,  but 
also  across  the  city. 

Good  news  for  everyone,  and  espe- 
cially the  Blues.  Not  only  would  the 
football,  soccer  and  track  &  field  teams 
have  a  new  home,  but  indoor  teams 
such  as  hockey,  basketball  and  vol- 
leyball would  have  access  to  the  new 
arena.  And  with  a  retail  complex  filling 
out  the  space  between  the  two  sites, 
the  entire  area  would  undergo  the 
extreme  makeover  it  has  desperately 
needed  for  years. 

With  fans  as  sparse  as  day  lockers  at 


the  AC,  a  new  stadium  would  certainly 
attract  students  and  alumni  to  home 
games — without  the  uncomfortable 
nuisance  of  port-o-potties  and  bor- 
rowed bleachers.  A  new  arena  would 
also  mean  athletes  would  no  longer 
be  confined  to  practicing  and  train- 
ing at  the  often-  crowded  AC  and  Hart 
House,  which  would  ultimately  mean 
more  space  for  everybody  else.  And 
with  new  and  improved  athletic  fa- 
cilities. Varsity  teams  would  be  able  to 
attract  top  athletes  for  years  to  come. 
Who  knows,  the  football  team  might 
win  a  game. 

Despite  a  public  persona  that's  com- 
parable to  Montgomery  Burns,  Tanen- 
baum's  vision  to  revitalize  sports  in  the 
downtown  core  should  be  welcomed 
with  open  arms  at  the  university.  As 
long  as  U  of  T's  bureaucratic  red  tape 
doesn't  deter  MLSE,  and  Tanenbaum 
and  crew  agree  to  U  of  T's  terms, 
students  and  fans  can  look  forward 
to  being  part  of  renewed  energy  and 
excitement  around  university  sports. 
And  we  can  rest  assured  that  every 
varsity  athlete  will  be  walking  away 
saying  the  same  thing:  "excellent." 
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Spinals,  seizures,  blindness,  and  swim  meets 


by  JONATHAN  COUTTS-ZAWADZKI 

VARSITY  STAFF 

"Leave  it  at  home,"  are  David  Ling's 
words  of  wisdom  as  he  warms  up  on 
deck  before  the  U  of  T  hosted  Grand 
Prix  swim  tournament.  Veteran  of  the 
Varsity  Blues  swim  team,  Ling  has 
become  adept  at  blocking  out  the 
bad  and  focusing  on  the  good  before 
he  gets  in  the  pool  for  U  of  T.  A  good 
thing,  too,  because  lately,  incidents 
seem  to  be  inexplicably  drawn  to 
Ling. 

In  the  Nov.  27  Varsity  article  about 
swimmer  Iris  Elliot's  spinal  injury, 
endured  in  December  2002,  Ling  was 
mentioned  as  helping  in  Elliot's  res- 
cue. Put  to  the  "life-or-death"  test 
again  at  the  end  of  the  2003  summer. 
Ling  was  one  of  the  primary  rescuers 
of  a  seizure  victim  in  the  AC  pool.  The 
man  was  a  Toronto  priest,  who  died  a 
week  after  being  rescued. 

Most  recently,  were  it  not  for  the 
quick  first  aid  care  provided  by  Ling 
and  a  few  other  Blues  swimmers, 
Marc  Mazzucco,  a  rookie  swimmer 
on  the  varsity  team,  would  be  com- 


pletely blind.  On  the  way  to  training 
camp  in  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Florida,  the 
van  Mazzocco  and  Ling  were  pas- 
sengers in  got  into  a  car  accident 
near  Ohio. 

But  the  pressures  of  the  pool  deck 
and  training  camp  trips  are  only 
some  of  the  mental  stresses  that  af- 
fect this  swimmer.  Family  pressure 
and  health  concerns  also  weigh 
heavy  on  Ling's  shoulders. 

"David  is  going  to  be  the  first  Ling 
to  graduate  from  university,"  says 
Ling's  mother  as  she  prepares  to 
write  down  her  son's  times  for  his 
800-metre  freestyle  event. 

"Dave  has  been  sick  all  week  and 
was  really  under  the  weather  last 
weekend,"  said  Ling's  girl  friend, 
Frances  Wensley.  With  the  cold  front 
hitting  Toronto  hard  this  year,  many 
swimmers  have  been  catching  the  flu 
or  getting  earaches.  Ling  is  no  excep- 
tion. "But  I  am  sure  he  will  finish  in  at 
least  the  top  five  because  that  is  how 
Dave  is." 

With  these  events  and  sickness  af- 
fecting Ling  outside  the  pool,  he  men- 
tally prepares  himself  for  his  event 


Blues  basketball  lose 
doubleheader 


by  DAVID  SILVERMAN 
VARSITY  STAFF 


In  a  game  that  featured  several  lead 
changes,  the  women  from  West- 
ern pulled  away  late  to  defeat  the 
Varsity  Blues  women's  basketball 
team  66-58.  The  Blues,  who  led  the 
QUA  West  with  a  9-1  record  before 
the  weekend  began,  were  unable  to 
match  the  clutch  shooting  from  the 
second  place  7-3  Mustangs.  With 
less  than  eight  minutes  to  go,  the 
Mustangs  started  to  string  together 
impressive  offensive  possessions 
using  quick  ball  movement,  to  exploit 
the  Blues  zone  defence.  Late  in  the 
game,  the  Mustangs  clinched  the 
victory  by  nailing  their  perimeter 
shots,  especially  third-year  forward 
Rebecca  McColl  who  led  all  scorers 


with  25  points.  Vanessa  Nobrega  led 
the  Blues  with  17  points. 

In  a  battle  of  2-8  teams,  the  West- 
ern men  dominated  from  start  to  fin- 
ish to  defeat  the  Varsity  Blues  86-72, 
completing  the  doubleheader  sweep. 
The  Mustangs  used  their  significant 
size-advantage  to  frustrate  the  Blues 
on  both  ends  of  the  floor  and  create 
mismatches  all  game  long.  Leading 
42-35  at  the  half,  the  Mustangs  kept 
up  their  strong  three-point  shooting 
to  withstand  any  charge  by  the  Blues 
offence  in  the  second  half.  The  Blues 
did  show  spurts  of  good  ball  move- 
ment, and  got  a  strong  17-point  per- 
formance from  guard  Kenny  Hilborn, 
but  their  defence  had  no  answer  for 
the  inside/outside  game  of  fourth 
year  Mustangs  guard  Adam  Peaker, 
who  finished  with  31  points. 


by  leaving  enough  time  to  properly 
warm  up  and  put  himself  into  game 
mode. 

"He  is  so  anti-social  before  his 
event,"  said  Natasha  Jaczek,  a  friend 
and  co-worker  of  Ling's  at  the  AC. 
Jaczek  was  surprised  to  learn  that 
Ling  begins  his  event  preparation 
hours  before  show  time — during  her 
swimming  days,  she  would  prepare 
much  closer  to  the  starting  gun. 

Still  a  long  time  before  his  800- 
metre  race  is  scheduled  to  begin. 
Ling  dives  into  the  pool  to  warm  up 
his  body,  but  also  to  mentally  focus 
on  his  upcoming  event.  He  starts 
with  two  hundred  metres  of  kicking. 


rotating  between  flutter  kick  and 
dolphin  kick.  He  prepares  his  body 
and  his  mental  reflexes  to  streamline 
as  much  as  he  can,  especially  for 
a  swim  of  800  metres  in  the  front 
crawl. 

"The  only  thing  important  is  the 
event  itself,"  says  Ling  as  he  looks 
up  in  the  stands  seeing  his  mother 
talk  to  his  girlfriend  before  his  event. 
Knowing  he  can't  control  all  of  the 
unexpected  events  that  have  hap- 
pened to  him  outside  the  pool  in  the 
past  year,  Ling  knows  that  when  he 
hits  the  water,  the  race  is  all  that  mat- 
ters. "Leave  all  that  stuff  at  home,"  he 
said.  "It's  bad  for  the  team  and  it's 


bad  for  you." 

He  doesn't  even  speak  to  his 
mother  before  his  race.  "He  knows 
1  am  here,  but  he  does  not  acknowl- 
edge me  and  1  do  not  acknowledge 
him,"  Ling's  mother  said.  "That  is 
how  it  has  always  been  before  his 
event."  The  few  words  that  did  come 
out  of  Ling's  mouth  were  encourag- 
ing cheers  for  his  kid  brother  Scott 
Ling,  and  other  fellow  team  mates.  A 
focused  athlete  to  the  extreme,  only 
well  after  the  race  does  Ling  return 
to  the  happy-go-lucky,  kind  person 
his  friends  know  him  to  be. 

David  Ling  placed  third  in  the  800- 
metre  swim  this  weekend. 


WED.  JAN.  21 
VOLLEYBALL 
DOUBLEHEADER 

vs.York 
Men  6  p.m.  /  Women  8  p.m. 
Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 

FRI.  JAN.  23 
BASKETBALL 
DOUBLEHEADER 

vs.York 
Women  6  p.m.  /  Men  8  p.m. 

Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 


SAT.  JAN.  24 
BASKETBALL 
DOUBLEHEADER 

vs.  Laurentian 
Women  6  p.m.  /  Men  8  p.m. 
Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 

WOMEN'S  HOCKEY 

vs.  York  -  7:30  p.m. 

Varsity  Arena 

SUN.  JAN.  25 
WOMEN'S 
VOLLEYBALL 

VS.  McMaster  -  3  p.m. 

Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 


Check  our  www.varsityblues.ca  for  more  information. 
U  ofT  students  free  with  valid  Student  Card. 


REGISTRATION 

FOR  WINTER  CLASSES  STILL  AVAILABLE 

(so  get  off  your  gluteus  minimus  and  register) 


ATHLETIC  CENTRE,  55  Hai1x>itl  Ave,  Toronto,  On 


41&-978-3436 


www.utoronto.ca/^ysica|/ 
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Train  to  be  a  Teacher  in 
Historic  Edinburgh,  Scotland 


Scottish  Education  is  renowned  world-wide.  The  Moray  House  School  of  Education 

of  the  University  of  Edinburgh  recently  celebrated  its  150""  anniversary  Studying 
with  the  University  offers  the  unparalleled  opportunity  of  acquiring  an  internationally 
recognised  Teaching  Qualification  from  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  prestigious  seats 
of  learning  in  Europe  -  in  the  beautiful  and  historic  surroundings  of  Edinburgh,  the 
capital  city  of  Scotland. 

1  year  Postgraduate  Certificate  in  Education 
(Primary  or  Secondary) 

Presentations  and  interviews  by  University  of  Edinburgh  staff  on 

Sunday  1'^  February  2004,  12  noon,  at  the  Sheraton  Centre  Hotel, 

123  Queen  Street  West,  Downtown  Toronto.  , 

For  further  details  ar)d  interview  arrangements  contact: 

TEACH.  762  Upper  James,  Suite  291,  HAMILTON,  Ontario  L9C  3A2 

Tel:  905  388  8972  TOLL  FREE:  1-800-884-9325  Email:  teach@nas.net 

THE  UNIVERSITY  of  EDINBURGH 

Promoting  Excellence  in  Teaching  and  Research 


SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED 

Looking  for  men  between  the  ages  of 
18-38  to  participate  in  a  sperm  donor 
program  tfiat  pays  up  to  $190  weekly. 
Call  XYTEX  at  416-924-3021.  . 

HAVE  THE  SUMMER  OF  YOUR  LIFE 

At  a  prestigious  coed  sleepaway  camp 
in  the  beautiful  Pocono  Mountains  of 
Pennsylvania,  2  V2  hours  from  NYC. 
We're  seeking  counselors  who  can 
teach  any  Team  &  Individual  Sports, 
Tennis,  Gymnastics,  Horseback  Riding, 
mt.  Biking,  Theatre,  Tech  Theatre, 
Circus,  Magic,  Arts  &  Crafts,  Pioneering, 
Climbing  Tower,  Water  Sports,  Music, 
Dance,  Science,  or  Computers.  Kitchen 
and  maintenance  positions  also  avail- 
able. Great  salaries  and  perks.  Plenty 
of  free  time.  Internships  available  for 
many  majors.  On-campus  interviews 
on  February  4th.  Call  800-869-6083 
between  9  and  5  eastern  time  on 
weekdays  for  application,  brochure, 
&  information,  www.islandlake.com 
info@islandIake.com. 

KID'S  CAMP 

Near  Montreal  hiring  staff  for  Water- 
ski,  High-Ropers/CIimbing  Walls, 
Drama  Director,  Golf,  Kayak,  Sail, 
Canoe,  Windsurf,  Swim,  Basketball, 
Tennis,  Soccer,  Baseball,  Pottery, 
Arts&Crafts,  Beadmaking,  Photo,  Archery, 
Gymnastics,  www.pripsteinscamp.com 
email  CV  to:  CAMP@BELLNETCA 

GENERAL  HELP  WANTED  IN  A 
MEDICAL  CLINIC 

Part-time,  pays  $8  per  hour.  Call  416- 
.533-3636. 


SPADINA&HARBORD 

Available  immediately.  To  rent-single 
rooms  for  male  students.  Meal  plan 
included.  Please  call  416-923-3318. 

LARGE  BEACH  DUPLEX  ON  AN 
AMAZING  STREET 

Stunning  2  storey,  2  bedrooms,  2  modern 
baths,  fireplace,  skylights,  &  free  top 
deck.  $1,800  plus  utilities.  Available  mid 
April.  Call  416-690-5100  Dianne  Chaput. 


Classifieds 


FURNISHED  BACHELOR  APARTMENT 

$700.00/month  (including  utilities) 
-  Private-Kitchen,  bedroom,  bathroom. 
Space  available  May  1/2004,  Palmerston 
Boulevard  at  the  Bloor  Subway.  Parking, 
laundry,  no  pets,  non-smoker,  separate 
entrance.  Reliable  -  references  are 
needed.  Ideal  for  a  student.  Please 
telephone  (416)  531-5673  (please  leave 
a  message). 


PARKING 

Excellent  spaces,  Spadina  and  Willcocks, 
opposite  New  College  and  Earth  Sciences, 
personalized  signs  showing  spaces 
reserved  24  hours,  $75  a  month,  call  Mark 
416-944-0805. 

READING  WEEK  TRAVEL  SPECIALS 

Cancun  and  Dominican  Republic  from 
$1044  (Triple).  All-inclusive  beachfront 
hotels.  Todd  &  Thames  Travel  1-800- 
962-8262;  www.THAMESTRAVEL.com; 
Lowest  Price  Guaranteed. 


KNOX  BOOK  SALE 

Feb.  4-5,  2004  in  the  Knox  College 
Library,  59  St.  George,  9:00  AM  to  4:00 
PM.  Theology  and  other  subjects.  Free 
admission! 

SEXUAL  INTELLIGENCE  INC. 

Documentary  Film  for  HBO  (US),  Chan- 
nel 4  (England)  and  CTV  (Canada)  is 
looking  for  candid,  articulate  individu- 
als willing  to  do  on-camera  interviews 
about  their  own  sexual  attitudes.  All  are 
welcome.  If  you  are  interested  and  are 
between  the  ages  of  25  and  45,  please 
call  416-533-4700  ext.  305.  Leave  your 
name,  phone  number,  and  age.  Your 
call  will  be  returned  in  January  2004. 
Thank  you. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/.539-9443. 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr. 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  -h. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies.  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessay@bellnet.ca 


TUTOR  FOR  ESSAY  WRITERS 

Certified  teacher  [M.A.].  Get  the  help 
you  need!  Humanities  and  ESLstudents. 
For  appointment  call  416-503-2010  or  e- 
mail  glenn7777@idirect.com 

COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C,  C++,  VB  and  Data  Structures. 
Tutoring,  Exam  Review,  Programming 
Lessons.  Ed  416-785-5115  students 
@cstutoring.com 

TOO  MANY  ESSAYS 
TOO  LITTLE  TIME? 

Essay  Experts  Can  Help!  We  provide 
essay  writing/editing/research  ser- 
vices. Professional  writers.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed!  No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 
1-877-974-TEXT  Essayexperts.ca 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue -Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 

issue-Monday  noon..  Enquires  416-946-7604. 


2004/5 
HART 
HOUSE 
ELECTIONS 

Hart  House  is  your 
"Home  Away  From  Home." 
Make  sure  it  stays  that  way! 

GET  INI  HERE  and  stand  for  a  position 
on  one  of  10  student-run  committees 
that  ensure  there  is ... 

"LIFE  GliTSIDE  THE  CUSSROOM" 

Choose  one  of  these  committees: 

Art  •  Debates  •  Farm  •  Finance 
House  •  Literary  &  Library 
Music  •  Recreational  Athletics 
SocialJustice  •  Theatre 

Create  STUDENT  experience 
Through  STUDENT  rule 
At  your  STUDENT  Centre 


NOMINATIONS 

Open  -  Monday,  January  19th  at  9  a.m. 
Close  -  Friday,  January  30th  at  2  p.m. 

VOTING 

Tuesday,  February  10th 
&  Wednesday,  February  1 1th 


•  More  information,  elections  guides  and 

nominations  forms  are  available  at: 
St.  George:  Hart  House  Hall  Porters'  Desk 
Mississauga:  Info  Desk  -  Student  Centre 
Scarborough:  Office  of  Student  Affairs 
(Rm.B324) 

•  Check  www.harthouse.utoronto.ca 

(clubs  &  committees  icon) 

•  E-mail:  laney.marshall@utoronto.ca 

•Call:  416.978.8400 


Hart  House  university  of  Toronto 

7  Hart  House  Circle,  Toronto  MSS  3H3,  Ontario 


Phone:  416.978.2452 


www.harchouse.utoronto.ca 
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GET  INVOLVED  IN  YOUR  STUDENT  CENTRE 

Get  elected  to  a  Standing  Committee:  Art,  Debates,  Farm,  Finance, 
House,  Lit  &  Lib,  Music,  Recreational,  Athletics,  Social  Justice,  Theatre. 
Nominations  close  Fri.  Jan.  30  at  2pm.  Voting  Tue  Feb.  10  &  Wed.  Feb. 
1 1.  Call  416.978.8400  for  more  information. 
Don't  miss  our  Caribbean  S-Buck  Lunch  Wed.  Feb.  11 
1 1:30-2pm  in  the  Great  Hall. 


Monday,  January  26 


Amateur  Radio  General  Meeting  with  guest  speaker,  AMSAT  President.  Robin 
Haighton.  "Intro  to  AMSAT:  Amateur  Satellites  &  the  Future  of  Amateur 
Satelites",  6pm  in  the  South  Dining  Room.  Refreshments.  All  welcome. 

Wednesday,  January  28 

Midday  Mosaics  -  Trio  Benetri,  featuring  Lynn  Kuo,  violin,  Thames  Yee,  piano, 
Rafael  Hoel<man,  cello.  !2noon,  Music  Room.  Free.  All  welcome.  Refreshments. 
Camera  Club  Photo  Scavenger  Hunt  Contest- Display  and  judging,  6-1 0pm 
in  the  Bicl^ersteth  Room.  416.946.7323  for  more  information. 
WRITUALS:  The  Literary  Cafe  -  Monthly  poetry  reading  and  open  stage, 
8:30pm  in  the  Arbor  Room,  Licensed,  No  cover.  All  welcome.  Free. 

Thursday,  January  29 

Investment  Club  Winter  Social  -  6pm  in  the  East  Common  Room. 
All  welcome. 

Thursday  Night  Theatre  Workshop  \m\h  Director,  Andrew  Lamb,  7  9:30pm 
in  the  Bicl<ersteth  Room,  $5,  Sign  up  at  the  Hall  Porter's  Desk. 
Open  Stage  -  8:30pm,  Arbor  Room.  All  artists  welcome.  Sign  up  7:30pm. 
Licensed.  No  cover. 


Friday,  January  30 


Film  Board  Gala  Entry  Deadline  iot  submissions.  6pm.  Leave  entries  at  Hail 
Porter's  Desk, 

3rd  Annual  UofT  Film  Festival  Deadline  for  submissions  Call 
416.978,8674  or  visit  www  harthousetheatre.ca  Festival  takes  place  Feb.  26- 
28  at  7:30pm  in  the  Hart  House  Theatre. 

Comic  Book  "Zine"  Fair  Deadline  for  Submissions.  Pick  entry  forms  at  the 
Hall  Porter's  Desk  or  at  http://v\/ww.utoronto.ca/gallery/  Fair  takes  place  on  Wed. 
Mar.  I0.zinefair@hotmaii.com 

Jazz  at  Oscar's  -  Jorge  iVliguel,  Flamenco  Jazz  &  Global  Sounds,  9pm  in  the 
Arbor  Room.  Licensed,  No  cover.  Free.  All  welcome. 


Saturday,  January  31 


Lit  &  Lib  -  "Teliing  Lies  Creatively:  Creative  Writing  Worlishop  led  by  Paul  Lima, 
1  -^4pm  in  the  Committees'  Room.  Free. 

Sunday,  February  1 

6th  Black  Inventors  Display-  Hart  House  Rotunda  Runs  to  Fri.  Feb.  6. 

UPCOMING 

EZ  Bridge  Lessons  -  8-week  class  begins  Mon.  Feb.  2  at  6:30pm  in  the 
Debates  Room. 

Lit  &  Lib  2004  Poetry  Prize  -  Deadline,  midnight,  Feb,  6. 
Camera  Club  82nd  Annual  Photographic  Competition  -  Deadline  !  1 :30pm 
Thurs.  Mar.  4.  Open  to  Hart  House  members.  Exhibition  opens  Mar  1 1 . 
Hart  House  Art  Competition  -  Deadline,  Mar.  5  &  6  Exhibition  Dates:  Mar.  1 1  - 
Apr.  8.  Open  to  UofT  students  and  Hart  House  members.  416.978.8398 
"Martini  Night:  Shaken  Not  Stirred" -lue  Mar  23  at  7pm  in  the  Music 
Room.  Advance  tickets  are  now  available.  Call  41 6.978.4732  to  register.  UofT 
alumni  $35,  UofT  students  $30. 

ART  416.978.8398 

The  Justina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery  -  "From  Phillips  to  the  Future",  Canadian 
Prints  from  the  Hart  House  Permanent  Collection,  Runs  to  Jan.  29. 
The  Arbor  Room  -  "in  Absence",  photography  by  Joyce  Mosby 

Runs  to  Feb.  8. 

ATHLETICS  416.978.2447 

See  the  Winter  2004  Athletics  Guide  for  class  details. 

Annual  Indoor  Triathlon  -  Sign  up  now!  Triathlon  takes  place  on  Sat.  Feb.  14. 

Sign  up  as  an  individual  or  as  oart  of  a  relay  team, 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  Office:  416  978  8668 

mmharthousetheatre.ca 
UofT  Drama  Festival  presented  by  the  U  of  T  Drama  Coalition  presents  tour 
nights  of  10  onginal  one-act  plays  adjudicated  by  Ann-iVIarie  Kerr.  Jan,  28-31 , 
Wed.  to  Sat  7:30pm.  S12/$10  students  &  seniors. 


Centre  founder  John  Boylan. 


DENNIS  CHOaUETTE 


Culture  connection 

Downtown  space  an  energetic  nerve  centre  for  city  artists  of many  stripes 


by  NATASHA  RUDNICK 


Down  the  street  from  the  Club 
District,  perched  between  Queen 
Street  West  and  all  that  is  IVlirvish, 
lies  a  haven  for  actors,  filmmakers 
and  writers.  The  Centre  for  the 
Arts  opened  its  doors  in  January 
2003  determined  to  assist  artists 
in  all  facets  of  their  work. 

John  Boylan,  the  Centre's 
founder,  created  the  non-profit 
organisation  on  the  belief  that 
the  Centre  belongs  to  everyone 
and  yet  has  no  ownership  in  the 
traditional/business  sense  of  the 
word.  The  mantra  of  the  Centre  is 
'Unity  through  action'  and  behind 
its  doors  lies  an  open  space  where 
all  types  of  artists  can  come  to 
meet,  study,  practice  and  discuss 
their  work  without  fear  of  judge- 
ment or  discrimination. 

Director  of  the  Centre,  Boylan 
has  been  immersed  in  the  arts 
for  decades,  having  been  a  pro- 
fessional actor  for  31  years  and 
graduating  from  the  prestigious 
National  Theatre  School  in  Mon- 
treal. He  has  appeared  in  over  60 
films  and  countless  commercials. 
His  repertoire  grew  to  include 
teaching  ten  years  ago  and  since 
that  time  he  has  taught  in  Canada, 


the  U.S.  and  Ireland,  including  a 
stint  at  the  world-class  NYU  grad 
film  school  and  also  instructed 
the  first-ever  on-camera  acting 
class  at  the  Yale  School  of  Drama. 

The  idea  for  the  Centre  came 
from  Boylan's  many  years  of 
working  in  film,  television  and 
theatre,  where  he  and  his  fellow 
artists  agreed  that  there  was  an 
overwhelming  need  for  this  type 
of  space  in  Toronto.  The  Centre 
has  since  grown  and  now  hosts 
a  larger  number  of  programs  and 
projects  including  acting  classes, 
film  screenings,  casting  calls, 
open  forums  and  independent 
theatre  productions,  just  to  name 
a  few. 

The  physical  space  at  129 
Spadina  provides  a  home  base 
for  the  theatre  company  Dogtooth 
and  also  hosts  a  summer  film 
camp.  The  latter  allows  experi- 
enced professionals  to  give  back 
to  the  community,  including  eco- 
nomically disadvantaged  youth, 
as  30  percent  of  the  camp's  par- 
ticipants were  subsidized  during 
the  summer  2003  session.  Guests 
professionals  included  actor  IVIau- 
ry  Chaykin,  {Dances  With  Wolves, 
Whale  Music)  and  director  George 
Bloomfield  (SCTV,  Due  South). 


The  Young  Company  was 
formed  within  the  Centre  during 
the  summer  of  2003  by  PJ  Lazic 
and  Justin  Tensen  and  has  since 
expanded  to  include  half  a  dozen 
core  members  and  over  20  infor- 
mal members.  It  functions  as  a 
self-sufficient  unit  that  includes 
young  actors,  writers  and  film- 
makers that  collectively  brain- 
storms every  few  weeks  to  come 
up  with  new  artistic  vehicles  for 
its  members.  Three  plays  are  cur- 
rently in  development,  including 
Easy,  which  was  presented  at  a 
past  Toronto  Fringe  Festival  (the 
first  play  to  be  co-produced  by 
the  Centre,  Sugar,  made  its  debut 
at  last  year's  Fringe  and  received 
much  praise  from  critics),  Pigeon- 
hole by  Michael-Patrick  O'Hare, 
and  an  original  play  by  Young 
Company  member  Matt  Austin 
that  is  scheduled  to  debut  at  the 
end  of  January. 

On  the  last  Friday  of  every 
month,  the  Centre  hosts  a  night 
of  independent  film  screenings 
to  showcase  the  talents  of  young 
Canadian  filmmakers.  Ilir  Pristine 
and  Peter  Sobchak  run  the  event, 
creating  an  environment  where 

See  rC  ITl  RK  on  page  5 
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Luke 

goes 

live 

Indie  fave puts  down  his 
killer  live  set  on  record 

byLUKASKUS 


Last  Saturday  night  I  found  myself 
waiting  out  in  the  cold  for  half  an 
hour.  I  was  not  alone  in  braving  the  el- 
ements during  our  recent  deep  freeze, 
however.  About  30  people  were  out- 
side with  me,  along  with  close  to  a 
hundred  more  waiting  in  a  line  that 
stretched  from  the  back  room  of  the 
Rivoli  right  down  Queen  St.  Some 
were  there  to  hear  Luke  Doucet  again, 
while  others  came  to  see  what  all  the 
fuss  has  been  about. 

For  guitar-slinger,  crooner,  and 
songwriter  extraordinaire  Doucet, 
this  couldn't  be  better  news.  A  year 
ago  you  could  walk  into  the  Rivoli 
ten  minutes  before  one  of  his  shows 
and  have  little  trouble  finding  a  seat. 
These  days  there's  barely  any  stand- 
ing room  for  latecomers.  It  seems 
good  word  of  mouth  and  widespread 
media  exposure  (he's  been  on  the 
cover  of  NOW  mag,  and  had  a  big 
feature  article  in  the  Toronto  5tor  days 
earlier)  have  had  a  favourable  effect 
on  Doucet's  notoriety  as  an  up-and- 
coming  Canadian  artist. 

The  recent  Rivoli  set  was  actually 
for  the  recording  of  a  new  live  album, 
and  included  some  new  material 
along  with  songs  from  Doucet's  solo 


album  Aloha,  Manitoba  and  from  his 
rock  band  Veal.  It  was  an  attempt 
to  tap  the  energy  of  his  live  perfor- 
mances, which  are  the  true  forte  of 
this  talented  young  artist  (who  has 
been  playing,  amazingly  enough,  for 
nearly  a  decade,  beginning  with  a 
stint  in  Sarah  McLachlan's  backing 
band  in  1993 — and  in  true  full-circle 
nature,  Doucet  will  once  again  play 
guitar  with  the  Canuck  songbird  on 
her  world  tour  next  year). 

Although  worthy  in  their  own  right 
with  their  unique  blend  of  bluegrass, 
blues,  and  surfer-punk  rock,  Doucet's 
studio  recordings  lack  the  fire  and 
frenzy  of  his  live  shows  and  only  of- 
fer only  a  tamed  glimpse  of  his  guitar 
virtuosity.  Furthermore,  it  was  also  an 
opportunity  to  capture  the  charming 
banter  of  the  singer  with  his  audience 
that  give  his  shows  such  a  cozy  feel 
and  have  made  him  a  local  favourite. 

The  live-off-the-floor  session 
consisted  of  two  2-hour  sets  with 
Doucet  backed  by  Blue  Rodeo's  Ba- 
zil  Donovan  and  Glenn  Milchem  on 
bass  and  drums,  along  with  a  second 
drummer,  Paul  Brennan.  Doucet  told 
the  audience  he  was  nervous  making 
a  recording,  but  none  of  that  showed 
through  in  the  music.  His  playing  was 
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as  impeccably  clean  and  passionate 
as  ever,  even  as  he  still  took  a  lot  of 
risks,  making  the  show  an  exciting 
spectacle  full  of  impressively  fast 
guitar  riffs  and  strange,  distorted, 
atmospheric  sounds  which  made  it 
seem  that  there  was  still  a  lot  of  ex- 
perimentation and  exploration  going 
on.  The  presence  of  two  drummers 
also  added  some  interesting  rhythmic 
effects  to  mix. 

Ever  the  showman,  Doucet  got  an 
enthusiastic  response  from  the  crowd 
when  he  sang  into  his  guitar  pick- 
up and  hooked  up  the  microphone 
through  a  telephone  receiver  to  give 
his  voice  a  grainy,  crunchy  sound. 
Also  impressive  were  Doucet's  bluesy 
solo  acoustic  songs,  which  had  a  soul- 
ful and  introspective  quality. 

There  was  a  good  vibe  in  the  air 
that  night,  and  as  1  looked  around  the 
room  1  could  see  many  people  enjoy- 
ing themselves — dancing  or  swaying 
their  heads  to  the  music  (be  nice  if 
more  T.O.  indie  crowds  would  follow 
suit).  If  all  goes  well  for  Luke  Doucet, 
this  new  live  album  will  expand  his 
popularity  and  finally  break  him  into 
the  mainstream,  making  long  line-ups 
and  packed  concert  halls  even  more 
likely  for  the  future. 
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Cheap  seats  music  to  students'  ears 

Toronto  Symphony  hopes  to  attract  youth  with  their  innovative  tsoundcheck  program 


byJ.P.ANTONACCI 


One  of  the  benefits  of  being  on  a 
downtown  campus  is  that  we  have 
the  opportunity  to  see  concerts  and 
events  more  often.  In  late  fall,  I  went 
to  a  performance  by  the  Toronto 
Symphony  Orchestra  at  a  packed  Roy 
Thomson  Hall,  and  saw  something 
unexpected.  Young  faces.  Lots  of 
them — teenagers  and  people  in  their 
twenties  on  the  edge  of  their  seats, 
listening  intently  to  what  was  quite  a 
good  concert. 

Why  was  so  much  of  the  audience 
made  up  of  young  people?  And  how 
could  they  afford  to  sit  in  the  expen- 
sive section?  It  was  thanks  to  a  fairly 
new  TSO  program  called  "tsound- 
check", designed  to  boost  youth  at- 
tendance at  the  symphony. 

The  tsoundcheck  program  is  an 
exciting  opportunity  for  anyone 
between  the  ages  of  15  and  29  to  ex- 
perience the  symphony  at  a  very  low 
price.  Now  in  its  third  season,  tsound- 
check is  a  free  program  that  sells  tick- 
ets worth  up  to  $98  to  its  members  for 
only  $10.  Yes,  a  hundred-dollar  ticket 
for  only  ten.  And  there's  no  charge  to 
sign  up  or  to  use  the  program.  Sound 
unbelievable? 

Believe  it.  The  program  was 
designed  specifically  to  allow  cash- 
strapped  students  (and  youth — you 
don't  have  to  be  in  school  to  take 
advantage  of  tsoundcheck)  to  experi- 
ence a  live  symphony  orchestra  for 
the  first  or  fortieth  time.  Explains  pro- 
gram director  Rob  Piilonen:  "The  TSO 
noticed  that  we  were  missing  youth 
from  our  audience.  We  went  forward 
with  the  idea  that  price  was  a  major 


reason  why  these  people  weren't  at- 
tending." 

The  tsoundcheck  program  hopes 
to  attract  the  symphony's  future 
subscribers  early,  says  Piilonen,  27 
(a  musician  himself,  he's  gigged  in 
several  local  bands,  including  playing 
the  flute  for  cool  ambient  dude  and  U 
of  T  Music  grad  Cy  Scobie  [a.k.a  pia- 
nist Todor  Kobakov].  "Young  people 
are  also  very  well  educated  musically 


for  the  most  part,  and  have  incred- 
ible enthusiasm.  For  the  TSO  to  be  a 
community  orchestra,  we  need  to  be 
as  accessible  as  possible  to  everyone 
who  is  interested." 

The  enthusiasm  in  a  young  audi- 
ence is  felt  onstage  as  well,  says 
First  Violinist  Hyung-Sun  Paik.  Paik, 
currently  enjoying  her  24th  season 

Continued  on  next  page 
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with  the  TSO.  says  she  and  the  other 
performers  love  having  the  i<ids  in  the 
crowd:  "It's  very  exciting  to  have  them 
there!  We  feel  the  young  energy." 
Ms.  Paii<  is  thrilled  that  the  program 
allows  students  to  get  acquainted 
with  classical  music  and  develop  the 
"acquired  taste"  needed  to  appreciate 
the  complexity  of  symphonic  music. 

Piilonen  agrees:  "The  TSO  is  an 
extremely  high-caliber  ensemble, 
and  an  opportunity  to  see  these 
people  in  action,  perhaps  many  times 
throughout  the  season,  is  invaluable." 
Experiencing  some  of  Toronto's  rich 
cultural  scene  and  meeting  people 
with  similar  interests  are  also  big 
draws  of  the  program,  he  adds. 

Many  performers"  kids  use  the 
program,  Paik  explains,  including 
her  daughter  Elise  Min,  also  an  ac- 
complished violinist.  As  a  member 
of  the  Toronto  Youth  Orchestra,  Elise 
was  among  the  first  group  to  receive 
tsoundcheck  cards  three  years  ago, 
and  has  loved  the  program  ever  since. 
Seeing  and  hearing  the  symphony  is 
inspiring  and  motivating  for  young 
musicians,  says  Min.  "Most  of  the  stu- 
dents want  to  develop  their  playing 
further  and  go  into  music,  so  who  bet- 


ter to  listen  to  than  the  professional 
musicians?"  she  offers. 

Young  audiences  have  certainly 
responded  to  this  chance  to  experi- 
ence music  that  goes  way  beyond 
your  standard  pop  fare  in  terms  of 
intricacy  and  emotional  depth.  About 
90%  of  the  TSO  season  is  available  to 
tsoundcheck's  12,000  subscribers, 
and  members  usually  account  for 
200-300  tickets  at  every  show,  seats 
that  in  the  past  might  have  been 
empty.  That  itself,  according  to  Pi- 
ilonen, is  the  program's  justification: 
"The  musicians  are  ecstatic  to  play  for 
consistently  full  houses  of  enthusias- 
tic people,  and  the  guest  conductors 
and  artists  are  always  commenting 
on  the  energy  of  our  audience.  The 
media  has  noticed  the  change,  and 
everything  contributes  to  an  overall 
feeling  of  revitalization  at  the  Toronto 
Symphony  Orchestra." 

For  more  information  about  the  TSO's 
tsoundcheck  program,  check  out 
www.tsoundcheck.com.  U  of  T  Music 
prof  Scott  St  John  (see  profile  page  7) 
performs  with  the  symphony  and  guest 
cellist  Shauna  Rolston  Feb.  18-21,  and 
world-renowned  soprano  and  U  of  T 
grad  Isabel  Bayrakdarian  sings  from 
Mar  31  to  Apr  4. 


(  I  IJl  Continued  from  page  2 

films  are  presented  in  a  non-pre- 
tentious and  open  atmosphere 
and  they  try  to  include  a  ques- 
tion-and-answer  period  at  the 
end  of  every  screening  where  the 
filmmakers'  brains  can  be  picked. 
Ilir,  himself  an  up-and-coming 
young  filmmaker,  notes  that  the 
philosophy  of  the  Centre  filters 
through  every  facet  of  its  exis- 
tence, especially  the  film  screen- 
ings, where  actors,  writers  and 
directors  all  meet  and  network, 
treating  each  other  as  members  of 
a  community.  He  also  character- 
ises the  Centre  as  "a  professional 
home",  and  praises  its  acceptance 
and  support  of  any  individual  who 
walks  through  its  doors. 

The  focus  on  filmmaking  con- 
tinues with  the  Centre's  latest 
lovechild,  Running  Towards  Tomor- 
row. This  independent  short  film 
was  written  and  directed  by  Matt 
Hilliarde-Forde,  who  along  with 
having  written/directed  a  number 
of  other  independent  films  has 
worked  on  the  Toronto-shot  series 
Queer  As  Folk  and  was  also  once  a 
correspondent  for  the  CBC.  He 
teamed  up  with  a  variety  of  Cana- 


dian talent,  including  Gemini  win- 
ner and  president  of  the  Canadian 
Society  of  Cinematographers  Joan 
Hutton  to  shoot  this  project  over 
three  days  at  the  beginning  of  No- 
vember. RTT  as  it  has  come  to  be 
known,  was  made  possible  thanks 
to  funding  from  Bravo!FACT,  a  di- 
vision of  the  CHUM  empire,  as  well 
as  donations  of  time  and  skills  by 
the  cast  and  crew. 

Alda  Neves,  the  film's  producer, 
describes  the  film  as  a  hybrid  of 
Tom  Tykwer's  brilliant  Run  Lola 
Run  and  Jack  Kerouac's  On  The 
Road.  Its  plot  details  a  day  in  the 
life  of  Marvin,  a  young  man  who 
finds  himself  out  of  luck  and  out 
of  time,  trying  desperately  to 
outrun  the  variety  of  obstacles 
that  he  is  presented  with  one 
rainy  day.  When  asked  how  the 
Centre  for  the  Arts  contributed 
to  the  production  of  RTT,  Neves 
comments  that  the  film's  cast  and 
crew  wouldn't  have  come  together 
without  it. 

""RTT  is  a  blossom  for  the  Cen- 
tre, and  will  be  a  calling  card  for 
future  grants  and  projects,"  she 
says.  Neves  adds  that  the  philoso- 
phy of  the  Centre  is  integral  to  its 
success  and  was  what  initially 


moved  her  to  action.  Post-produc- 
tion of  the  film  will  continues,  with 
an  expected  screening  date  in  the 
next  few  months. 

As  the  one-year  anniversary  of 
the  Centre  appraoches,  Boylan 
and  his  family  of  actors  and  art- 
ists are  excited  at  the  prospects 
for  this  new  year.  A  recent  move 
brought  the  Centre  to  its  current 
location  from  its  old  home  on  Col- 
lege Street,  and  everyone  involved 
is  excited  and  optimistic  about  the 
new  address.  They  look  forward 
to  adding  a  variety  of  programs 
and  events  to  allow  more  people 
to  become  a  part  of  the  Centre, 
including  the  indispensable  volun- 
teers that  help  to  run  the  various 
programs,  such  as  students  from 
nearby  U  of  T  and  George  Brown 
College. 

The  members  of  the  Centre  take 
pride  in  the  belief  that  we  are  all 
each  individually  responsible  for 
the  future  of  the  arts  in  Canada, 
and  they  have  joined  forces  to 
actually  do  something  about  it. 
Listening  to  their  message,  deter- 
mination and  spirit,  it's  clear  that 
this  group  is  capable  of  helping  to 
make  that  future  a  very  bright  one 
indeed. 
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PACK  PY  POPULAR  num\ 

Owe  Night  Intro  Class: 

"Judaism  lOf 

Sunday.  Feb.  1 7.00-9;00  PM 
at  Kolel  151  Eglwtow  Ave.  W.  (4  blocks  west  of  Xonge) 

us  two  hours, 
and  we'll  give  you  two  thousand  years. 


Poni  miss  this  exciting  lecture  that  will  answer  your  questions,  and  even 
question  your  answers!  This  class  is  open  to  anyone  interested  in  Judaism, 
bring  your  friends  and  enjoy  a  funny,  lively  evening  with  Rabbi  Jordan  Cohen. 
slO  at  the  door. 

No  prc-registratiow  necessary. 

For  more  Information,  please  call;  416-4S5-7007 


www.koLel.org 

KOLEL  The  Adult  Centre  for  Lib  eral  Jewish  Learninq 


Student  Housing 
Service  Events 


To  Help  with  your  Off-Campus 

u..,:  .s-s.,  w  or         CO  Housing  Needs 

Finding  Affordable  Housing  for  the  Long-term 

Wednesday,  January  28'^  4-5  p.m.  Bahen  Center  for  Information 
Technology,  Room  2159 

Are  you  planning  to  live  in  Toronto  for  the  next  few  years  or  permanently? 
Are  you  interested  in  affordable  housing? 

Come  to  learn  about  the  city's  Social  Housing,  Housing  Co-operatives, 
and  other  non-profit  housing  that  offer  subsidized  and  fair-market  rents. 

Giving  Notice  &  Subletting  Successfully 

Tuesday,  February  12'^ 

Forming  a  Tenant's  Association 

Wednesday,  March  3"* 
Summer  Sublet  Saturdays 

March  20'^  &  April  17"^ 

Looking  for  Summer  and  Fall  Housing 

Tuesday,  March  23'" 

And  look  for  our  Off-Campus  Housing  Workshops  coming 
to  your  Residence  throughout  March  and  April!!! 

http://eir.library.utoronto.ca/StudentHousing 

^  Tel.  416.978.8045  or  housing.services@utoronto.ca 
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and  carried 


[  Isaiah  53:4] 

International  Christian  Fellowship 
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Speaker:  Rev.  Michael  DeBllly 


Wednesdays  6:30  pm 


International 

Cumberland 

House      Student  Centre  ISC 


■/Vdllberg  Building 
Eriaineerinc 


I  COLLEGE  I 


(Cumberland  House  -  33  St.  George) 
icftoronto@hotmail.com 
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Prize-winning  Provost 

Weighty  war  tome  turns  into  Versailles  treat  for  author  and professor  Margaret  MacMillan 


by  IAN  HA 

VABSITY  STAFF 


No  one  is  more  surprised  over  tiie 
success  of  Margaret  MacMillan's 
Paris  1919  than  its  author  herself. 

"I  don't  itnow  how  to  explain  it," 
says  the  baffled  Trinity  Provost,  60, 
in  her  high-ceilinged,  book-filled 
Trinity  College  office. 

Explaining  the  book's  success  is 
the  least  of  her  worries.  Feelings  of 
bewilderment  have  been  replaced  by 
surprise  and  elation.  The  570-page 
tome  about  the  Paris  Peace  Confer- 
ence of  1919  finished  near  the  top  of 
the  bestseller  list  in  2003  and  has  yet 
to  let  up  steam.  Enter  any  bookstore 
and  the  book,  now  in  paperback, 
is  usually  placed  prominently  on  a 
separate  rack  of  its  own. 

"It  did  catch  me  off  guard,"  says 
the  tall  and  slender  professor  of  his- 
tory, in  her  lilting  English  accent.  "1 
thought  I'd  probably  get  reviewed  in 
a  couple  of  places  but  the  first  review 
1  got  was  in  the  Financial  Times  and 
I  thought,  'Good  heavens' — 1  didn't 
think  it  would  get  reviewed  there. 
And  then  suddenly,  all  these  other 
places  began  reviewing  it.  And  then  it 
started  winning  prizes — and  1  really 
did  not  expect  that." 

And  not  just  any  prizes.  Paris  1919 
recently  won  the  prestigious  Gover- 
nor- General's  Award  and  the  BBC 
Four  Samuel  Johnson  Prize,  making 
MacMillan  the  first  female  honoree 
ever. 

So  how  has  an  academic  book 
about  old  white  diplomats  come  to 
grab  the  imagination  of  readers?  As  it 
turns  out,  with  the  same  ingredients 
found  in  all  bestsellers:  a  good  story 
and  compelling  characters.  "I  think  a 
lot  of  people  like  the  gossip,"  quips 
MacMillan. 

The  book  is  never  short  on  that. 
Drawing  from  diaries,  transcribed 
minutes  and  letters,  MacMillan  de- 
tails the  backdoor  politics  of  an  un- 
precedented conference  in  history. 
At  the  center  were  the  Big  Three: 
France,  Britain,  and  the  US  (Italy  was 
also  included,  but  unceremoniously 
departed  over  unfulfilled  Adriatic 
land  claims).  Their  task:  secure  the 
peace  from  a  war-ravaged  Europe 
and  re-map  a  new  world  order — in 
six  months. 

What  makes  the  book  so  vivid, 
however,  are  the  characters  that  pop- 
ulate the  conference:  Clemenceau, 
the  aging  French  leader  constantly 
worried  about  the  nascent  German 
military;  Lloyd  George,  the  opportu- 
nistic Brit  burdened  increasingly  by 
the  fragile  British  Empire;  and  Wood- 
row  Wilson,  a  righteous,  stubborn 
politician  whose  Fourteen  Points 
offered  a  chance  at  statehood  for  all 
those  seeking  national  independence 


in  a  fragmented  European  continent. 

Add  to  this  an  assassination  at- 
tempt, a  ravishing  Romanian  beauty, 
a  charismatic  Greek  leader,  and  a 
pianist-turned-Polish  president,  and 
before  long  you  have  the  workings  of 
a  real  page-turner. 

"I'm  interested  in  the  individuals," 
admits  MacMillan.  "I'm  fascinated  by 
the  individual  characters  in  the  past 
and  why  they  do  what  they  do." 

It  was  this  affection  for  characters, 
in  fact,  that  prompted  her  to  write 
the  book.  "Here  was  this  interest- 
ing event  with  all  these  fascinating 
people,  everyone  from  Woodrow 
Wilson  to  Ho  Chi  Minh  to  Lawrence 
of  Arabia.  This  was  a  very  interesting 
event  in  itself." 

MacMillan's  interest  in  the  Paris 
Peace  Conference  began  in  the  early 
1970s,  soon  after  taking  a  PhD  from 
Oxford.  After  oscillating  between 
self-doubt  ("I  thought  'I  can't  do  it. 
It's  too  big,  I'm  not  an  expert'")  and 
writing  a  book  about  British  women 
in  India,  her  teachings  in  interna- 
tional relations  would  summon  her 
back  to  the  topic  years  later.  Strate- 
gically scheduling  conferences  with 
libraries  in  Washington,  Yale,  Lon- 
don, Paris,  Oxford,  Edinburgh,  and 
Ottawa,  she  began  the  book  several 
years  ago,  working  most  intensely  in 
the  last  two  years. 

In  explaining  her  fondness  for  his- 
tory, MacMillan  is  quick  to  answer.  "I 
just  loved  it  from  the  first  moment," 
she  says.  "I  liked  English  a  lot  too 
and  1  liked  Latin  and  I  liked  science. 
History  was  just  the  thing  I  found 
fascinating." 


Family  may  have  also  played  a  part. 
MacMillan's  parents  both  trained 
as  scientists,  but  read  history.  Most 
strikingly,  she  is  the  great-grand- 
daughter of  Lloyd  George.  Although 
only  one  year  old  when  he  died, 
MacMillan  was  privy  to  first-person 
history  lessons.  "My  grandmother 
talked  about  her  childhood.  She 
told  me  what  her  father  was  like,"  she 
recalls.  "She  met  Lawrence  of  Arabia, 
and  I  said,  'So  what  was  he  like?'  and 
she  said,  All  I  remember  is  he  had  a 
funny  handshake." 

"She  met  Lawrence 
of  Aral)ia,  and  I  said, 
'So  what  was  he  hke?* 
and  she  said,  'All  I 
remember  is  he  had  a 
funny  handshake." 

After  spending  most  of  her  child- 
hood in  Canada,  MacMillan  spent  her 
last  two  years  of  high  school  in  Eng- 
land. She  returned  to  Canada  in  1962 
to  attend  Trinity  College.  She  arrived 
both  green  and  clueless.  "I  didn't 
know  much  of  Trinity  when  1  came 
here.  I  think  I  just  came  because 
1  didn't  know  which  other  college 
to  choose — often  times  you  don't 
choose  colleges  very  rationally." 

After  spending  25  years  at  Ryerson 
as  a  professor  of  History,  she  has  now 
come  full  circle,  having  assumed  the 
position  of  Trinity  Provost  last  year. 


DENNIS  CHOaUETTE 


Meticulous  character  sketches  and 
detail  aside,  Macmillan  has  a  broader 
explanation  for  Paris  1919's  appeal: 
"Given  the  state  of  the  world,  people 
want  to  know  how  we  got  here.  The 
world  is  a  complicated  place.  I  think 
history  has  been  big,  and  has  been 
for  a  number  of  years  now,  and 
people  are  used  to  buying  history 
books." 

In  that  sense,  the  book  could  not 
have  come  at  a  more  prescient  time. 
The  war  in  Iraq  no  doubt  helped 
generate  interest.  The  final  quarter 
of  MacMillan's  book  describes  the 
conditions  that  gave  shape  to  today's 
Middle  East,  starting  with  the  Otto- 
man Empire's  unfortunate  decision 
to  side  with  Germany. 

Faced  with  a  crumbling  and  vulner- 
able Middle  East,  the  Allies  made 
their  move.  There  was  much  at  stake. 
The  French  foresaw  oil's  pivotal  role 
in  the  new  world  order,  while  the 
British  coveted  the  region's  strategic 
advantage  in  securing  Indian  trade 
routes. 

In  the  book,  MacMillan  recounts 
this  astonishingly  breezy  conversa- 
tion between  Lloyd  George  and  Clem- 
enceau as  they  divvy  up  the  spoils  of 
the  Middle  East: 

Clemenceau:  Tell  me  what  you  want. 
Lloyd  George:  I  want  Mosul  (northern 
Iraq). 

Clemenceau:  You  shall  have  it  Any- 
thing else? 

Lloyd  George:  Yes,  I  want  Jerusalem 
too. 

Clemenceau:  You  shall  have  it  but 
[French  foreign  minister]  Pichon  will 


make  difficulties  about  Mosul. 

Talk  about  power  politics.  In  the 
end,  Iraq  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
King  Faisal  under  British  approval, 
only  to  discover  Faisal's  unwilling- 
ness to  bend  under  imperial  inter- 
ests. 

Given  a  similar  strategy  under  the 
current  Anglo-American  coalition  in 
Iraq  today — whose  reasons  for  war 
MacMillan  says  were  not  just — the 
historical  echoes  are  hard  to  miss. 

"History  never  repeats  itself  ex- 
actly but  there  are  often  interesting 
parallels,"  she  says.  "You  think  of 
the  British  at  the  end  of  World  War  I 
saying,  'We'll  sort  out  the  Middle  East 
and  take  these  bits  and  create  an  Iraq 
and  find  a  local  government.'  It  seems 
to  me  the  Americans  are  taking  the 
same  attitude,  thinking  they  can  sort 
things  out  without  really  thinking  it 
through — and  wanting  to  do  it  on 
the  cheap,  which  is  what  the  British 
wanted  to  do." 

The  history  lesson,  says  MacMil- 
lan, is  that  national  re-engineering 
by  outsiders  is  often  less  stream- 
lined than  originally  imagined — and 
many  times  messier.  History,  with  its 
hodge-podge  forces  of  culture,  politi- 
cal intrigue,  economics  and  luck,  has 
always  eluded  strict  categorization 
and  confused  policy  makers. 

The  book  suggests,  however,  that 
the  Middle  East's  requirement  for 
deeper  reflection  may  have  been  lost 
in  the  sheer  array  of  concerns  facing 
the  peacemakers.  The  Big  Three  were 
constantly  bombarded  with  petitions 
and  pleas,  concessions  and  compro- 
mises. Add  to  that  workarounds  for 
German  reparations,  the  Russian 
revolution,  Polish  borders  and  the 
always-dicey  Balkan  territories,  and 
a  picture  of  overworked  diplomats 
quickly  emerges. 

But  MacMillan  seems  to  be  com- 
fortable with  history's  complexity, 
offering  that  it  has  its  own  appeal. 
"Mish-mash  is  sort  of  how  1  approach 
[history] ." 

Since  the  book's  Canadian  release, 
MacMillan  has  remained  busy  travel- 
ling and  lecturing  while  managing 
Trinity's  vibrant  intellectual  life.  She 
is  also  looking  ahead.  Her  next  en- 
deavor will  be  a  book  about  Richard 
Nixon  in  China.  "It's  an  interesting 
moment  in  history,  and  it's  a  good 
story,"  offers  MacMillan.  "But  it  won't 
be  as  long  as  this  book." 

Paris  1919  continues  to  rack  up  the 
laurels — it  was  nominated  last  week 
for  the  prestigious  Lionel  Gelber  prize 
for  the  best  book  about  international 
affairs.  The  award,  worth  $15,000,  will 
be  announced  March  3rd  and  the  win- 
ner will  be  feted  at  the  Munk  Centre  at 
U of  Ton  March  24th. 
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THURSDAY  FEBRUARY  5th  2004  Rm  2080,  South  Bldg,  UTM.  6pm 


AGENDA: 

1.  Call  to  Order 

2.  Attendance 

3.  Approval  of  Financial  Statements 

4.  Report  from  Auditors 

5.  Motions: 

a)  Be  It  Resolved  That  SAC  amend  its  Rules  of  Procedure 
as  per  the  recommendations  submitted  by  the  Students' 
Administrative  Council  Board  of  Directors 


b|  BIRT  SAC  amend  its  By-Laws  as  per  the  recommendations 
submitted  by  the  Students'  Administrative  Council  Board 
of  Directors  (see  '#ww.sac.utororito,ca  for  exact  chanaisl 


cl  BIRT  the  by-laws  of  the  Students'  Administrative  Council 
of  the  University  of  Toronto  be  replaced,  in  their  entirety, 
by  the  "UnConstitution",  as  submitted  by  petition 
CssG  Viiw%v»S8C-Ptororito.C8  for  6X9Ct  chsnocs^ 
d)  BIRT  SAC  take  a  position  against  the  occupation  of  Iraq 
by  the  United  States,  Britain,  and  other  'coalition'  forces, 
and  BIFRT  SAC  endorse  and  commit  resources  such  as 
room  bookings,  photocopies,  et  cetera  to  assist  students 
at  University  of  Toronto  to  mobilize  for  the  March  20th 
International  Day  Against  the  Occupation  of  Iraq, 
vi.  Other  Business  ^ 
viL  Adjournment 


UNIVCKSITY      OF      T  O  K  O  N  T  O 

students'adminlstratlvecounci! 


WHAT  IF  I  CAN'T  MAKE  THE  MEETING? 

You  can  proxy  your  vote.  Proxy  forms  are  available  at  all  offices  of  the  Students'  Administrative  Council. 

See  www.sac.utoronto.ca  for  more  Information! 


&  the  University 
of  Toronto 
Drama  Coalition 
present 


WEDNESDAY 

Januaiy  28fh 

Opening 

Festivities 
tm 

St.  Michael's  College 
Drama  Society 

Broken  Moon 

written  by  Laura  Cockburn 
companyfheofrecrisis 

A  Simple 
Solution 

written  by  Anthony  Furey 

Januwy  30rii 

Hart  House 
Drama  Society 

Losing  Berlin 

written  by  Kara  Dymond 
«■ 

UTSC  Dromo  Society 

Pours  Gun 

wrilfen  by  Andrew  Tyler 
Erindoie  Drama  Club 

The  Atmosphere 
of  Evil 

written  by  Sarah  Hutchison 
&  Ella  Chan 


1HURSDAY 

JaniNny  29lh 

St.  Michael's  College 
Drama  Society 

The 

Contemptation 

written  by  Matthew  Ramolo 

m- 

Vidoria  College 
Drama  Society 

Preposterous 
Watch 

written  by  Kevin  Pamell 
UTSC  Drama  Society 

Living 
Arrangements 

written  by  Jessica  de  Bruyn 

SA1VRDAY 

Januaiy  31  si 

componyZ/ieatrecrisis 

wreck'^d 

written  by  Natasha  Mytnowych 
■I 

Erindoie  Drama  Club 

La  Belle  Artiste 

written  by  Erin  Frey 

Awards  Ceremony 


UofT 

Drama  Festival 


^l^owccising  U  of  T^s  f| 


4  nights  of  10  original  one-act  plays 
adjudicated  by 
Ann-Marie  Kerr 


Jan  28i»31 

Wed  to  Sol  TtSOpm 

$12/$10  students  &  seniors 


Proudly  Supported  bf. 


(416)  978-8668 

www.harthousetheatre.ca 

http:// drama.sa.utoronto.ca 

7  Hart  House  Grcle 
flust  tW  of  Wellesfay  &  Queer's  PoH<)  Univenily  of  Tororto 
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School  of  rock 


byTABASSUMSIDDIQUI 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Photos  oiJuly  26th  Movement, 
Daybreak.  Rebel  Emergency,  and  Head 
Down  by  Dennis  Choquette.  All  other 
photos  courtesy  of  the  bands. 


It  seems  like  every  time  you  turn 
around,  there's  someone  in  a  band: 
that  bleary-eyed  kid  sitting  next  to 
you  in  your  morning  lecture  might 
have  played  a  late  gig  last  night 
(rather  than  simply  being  hungover); 
many  of  those  posters  plastered  from 
St.  George  to  College  St.  were  photo- 
copied at  Kinko's  in  between  copying 
a  friends  study  notes;  that  indie  band 
you  went  to  see  last  night  at  a  club  or 
maybe  even  one  of  the  college  cafes 
could  be  working  as  hard  at  their 
school  assignments  as  they  are  at  get- 
ting a  record  deal. 

Whether  they're  playing  for  fun 
or  for  keeps,  there  are  a  whole  lot  of 
students  in  bands  on  a  campus  the 
size  of  ours.  We  turn  the  spotlight  on 
several  local  independent  bands  that 
feature  U  of  T  students — remember 
their  names,  'cause  you  never  know, 
they  may  very  well  end  up  being  the 
proverbial  Next  Big  Thing  someday. 

TOMPHOOLERY 

Who:  Maya  Chilton  (vocals),  Ryan 
Farley  (bass),  Charley  Finlay  (alto 
sax),  Kevin  Howley  (drums),  KC  Rob- 
erts (guitar),  Vince  Spilchuk  (keys/ 
trumpet),  Jared  Welsh  (tenor  sax) 
History:  "The  concept  of  the  band 
has  been  evolving  for  a  few  years 
now,"  says  sax  man  Welsh.  "The  main 
MC/guitarist  and  songwriter  is  KC 
Roberts.  He's  the  one  who  got  us  all  to- 
gether through  attending  Humber  Col- 
lege and  through  my  connections  at  U 
of  T.  Our  sound  has  further  developed 
with  the  addition  of  Vincent,  who  is 
one  of  Canada's  elite  funk  keyboard 
players — what's  more,  he's  studying 
jazz  trumpet  at  U  of  T  and  his  styl- 
ings  add  a  nice  colour  to  the  music." 
U  of  T  connection:  Makes  sense  that 
they're  in  a  band,  seeing  as  Spilchuk 
and  Welsh  are  studying  Music  at  U 
ofT. 

The  others:  Tomphoolery  is  definitely 
a  student  band — the  others  are  all 
Music  majors  at  Humber  College. 
Their  sound:  "I've  heard  a  lot  of 
stuff,  for  example,  'Yo,  you  sound 
like  a  ghetto  Jamiroquai'  and  'you're 
like  The  Roots  meets  James  Brown 
and  Roy  Hargrove,'"  Welsh  explains. 
"I  would  say  we're  definitely  a  funk 
manipulation  relying  heavily  on  the 
conviction  of  hip-hop  and  rapped 
lyrics  to  get  our  message  across." 
Biggest  show  to  date:  Seems  the  local 
crowd  likes  big,  funky  bands,  judging 
by  Tomphoolery's  Tequila  Lounge 
show  this  past  November,  which 
brought  out  a  crowd  of  over  300. 
Oaim  to  fame:  Major  campus  follow- 
ing. Where  many  indie  bands  play  to 
a  handful  of  people  night  after  night, 
a  fun  live  show  and  a  big  sound  has 
made  Tomphoolery  a  hit  with  the 
kids. 

School  vs.  the  band:  "It's  hard,  a  lot  of 
us  are  still  in  school  and  it's  tough  try- 
ing to  keep  organized,"  admits  Welsh. 
"But  you  have  to  make  time  for  what's 
important  to  you,  and  as  important  as 
school  is,  making  music  is  what  most 
of  us  are  truly  passionate  about." 
Promoting  their  band  on  campus: 
The  band  has  played  Frosh  Week  and 
other  events  at  Victoria  College,  but 
they'd  still  like  to  further  their  rela- 
tionship with  the  rest  of  campus. 

"1  think  a  large  part  of  our  demo- 
graphic is  the  student  population," 


Tomphoolery 

says  Welsh.  "We  are  around  their  age 
and  share  similiar  points  of  view  on 
many  social  issues.  Our  music  is  eas- 
ily accessible  to  students  who  grew 
up  listening  to  hip-hop  and  other 
funky-type  music  but  are  getting  sick 
of  the  superficiality  and  the  commer- 
cialism that  has  infested  the  music 
business  in  general.  To  them  we  offer 
a  conscious  voice  without  sacrificing 
musical  integrity." 

What's  next:  Working  with  a  desginer 
to  get  their  website  up,  and  planning 
possible  collaborations  with  like- 
minded  artists  like  King  Sunshine 
(live  house),  Down  With  Webster 
(funky  hip-hop).  Plan  C  (live  elec- 
tronic latin)  and  Gym  Class  Heroes 
(hip-hop  from  NYC). 
Final  words:  "We  try  to  involve  and 
be  involved  with  people  just  like 
us  who  are  trying  to  make  it  in  this 
world  doing  what  they  love.  Whether 
that  means  including  graffiti  artists, 
young  graphic  designers  and  stu- 
dent sound  engineers  on  our  team 
or  playing  urban  art  exhibitions  or 
fashion  shows  for  upcoming  design- 
ers, Tomphoolery  is  there  supporting 
what  makes  this  city  a  happening 
place.  U  of  T,  with  all  of  its  prestige 
as  Canada's  number  one  university, 
is  a  flowerbed  for  budding  minds  and 
I  think  it's  important  to  be  involved 
with  such  a  place  so  that  we  can  all 
build  the  future  together."  -  Welsh 
Next  gig:  Feb.  26  at  B-Side  and  right  on 
campus  at  Vic's  Cat's  Eye  pub  on  Feb.  27. 
Website:  In  the  works  (check 
www.tomphoolery.net  soon). 
E-mail: 

tomphoolery_band@hotmail.com  or 
tomphoolery@sympatico.ca 

THE  SHOWROOM 

Who:  Tyler  Dokis  (drums),  Ben 
Hutchinson  (vocals),  Rory  Lindsay 
(guitar),  Tristan  Samuk  (bass) 
History:  Met  at  U  of  T.  Hutchinson 
was  the  last  member  to  join — the 
other  three  had  never  heard  him  sing 
before  they  asked  him  to  join;  they 
just  knew  he  sang  in  a  choir.  They've 
been  together  as  a  four-piece  since 
last  year. 

U  of  T  connection:  In  short,  major. 
All  four  members  go  to  U  of  T:  Dokis 
is  in  5'"  year  Religion/Aboriginal 
Studies,  Hutchinson's  in  3"'  year  Poli- 
Sci/History,  Lindsay  takes  Philosophy 
and  Religion,  and  Samuk's  a  second- 
year  Anthropology  and  English 
student. 


Their  sound:  "I  wrote  an  e-mail  to- 
day, and  1  said  that  we  sounded  like 
the  Smiths  and  U2  combined,"  Dokis 
says. 

"We're  not  like  a  hardcore  band  or 
anything  like  that — I  think  our  music 
has  a  pretty  universal  appeal.  It's  pop 
music,  basically — but  not  in  the  trash 
sense,"  Lindsay  laughs. 
Common  influences:  Smiths,  Police, 
Radiohead,  Sea  and  Cake 
Biggest  show  to  date:  This  past  De- 
cember at  the  El  Mocambo  opening 
for  wacky  melodic  locals  the  Golden 
Dogs,  to  a  crowd  of  about  120. 
Claim  to  fame:  That  show  garnered 
them  a  rave  review  from  NOW  mag, 
which  said:  "Like  the  Dogs,  their 
sound  is  indebted  to  '80s  and  '90s  alt- 
pop.  Any  band  that  can  get  the  groove 
and  feel  of  the  Talking  Head's  'Psycho 
Killer'  down  cold  is  doing  something 
right.  Shit,  even  a  cover  of  the  Smiths' 
'This  Charming  Man'  worked  won- 
drously  well,  exhibiting  a  magic  that 
Marr  and  Morrissey  have  long  since 
lost."  Nice. 

School  vs.  the  band:  The  band  tries 
to  play  shows  once  a  month,  because 
"it's  the  only  reasonable  amount 
we  can  do  while  maintaining  good 
marks,"  explains  Hutchinson,  who 
also  sings  in  a  choir.  "The  day  of  our 
ElMo  show,  I  was  doing  a  research 
project,  and  handed  it  in,  so  it  was  a 
good  day  for  me.  It  was  like  I  went  to 
a  shrink  and  got  all  this  stuff  off  my 
chest,"  he  laughs. 

"But  usually  the  band  takes  priori- 
ty— you  just  work  around  the  shows," 
Samuk  adds. 

Promoting  their  band  on  campus: 

Most  of  their  shows  have  been  at  the 
Cat's  Eye  pub  at  Vic — in  fact,  they 
were  the  band  asked  to  play  the  grand 
re-opening  this  month  following  the 
big  renovations. 

What's  next:  The  band  is  wrapping 
up  their  debut  album  with  producer 
Michael  Chambers  of  the  Golden 
Dogs. 

Final  words:  "It's  almost  as  if  you're  in 
a  relationship,  and  if  you're  desperate 
to  be  with  someone,  you're  just  going 
to  push  them  away.  That  same  kind  of 
thing  can  be  applied  on  a  bigger  scale. 
If  you're  desperate  to  go  somewhere, 
it  may  not  work.  But  if  you  are  enjoy- 
ing it  and  putting  work  into  it,  I  think 
your  chances  are  good."  -  Samuk 
Next  gig:  They  play  the  Cat's  Eye  a  lot, 
so  keep  your  eyes  open  for  an  upcom- 
ing date. 


Website:  ww.showroommusic.com 
E-mail:  dzogchen7@hotmail.com 


HEAD  DOWN 

Who:  Anthony  (guitar),  Andrew 
(vocals/bass),  Mike  (drums)  [they're 
one  name-only  kinda  guys] 
History:  The  guys  grew  up  together 
in  Mississauga,  have  been  playing 
together  in  various  bands  since  they 
were  kids.  This  current  trio  has  been 
together  for  the  past  seven  months. 
They  were  just  throwing  around  pos- 
sible band  names  in  a  bar  one  night, 
and  tired  of  not  being  able  to  come 
up  with  one,  they  finally  decided  on 
Head  Down. 

U  of  T  connection:  Anthony  is  a 
second-year  History  and  Philosophy 
student. 

The  others:  Andrew's  a  full-time 
musician,  and  Mike  is  an  electrician 
apprentice. 

Their  sound:  "We're  a  rock  band," 
Anthony  insisfs,  while  Mike  suggests, 
"But  if  you  can  describe  your  sound, 
then  you're  nothing  like  your  sound." 
Andrew  gives  it  a  shot  anyway:  "As 
long  as  it  sounds  good  to  each  of  our 
ears,  we  play  it — it  could  be  a  hip-hop 
tune,  it  could  be  a  rock  tune,  whatever. 
We  just  don't  see  the  point  of  playing 
music  if  it  doesn't  come  out  of  us." 
Common  influences:  Not  a  lot  of 
crossover  with  these  guys,  but  they 
say  that's  the  beauty  of  it — each 
brings  something  different  to  the 
band.  Anthony  comes  from  a  metal 
background  then  graduated  into 
alt-rock;  Andrew  favours  blues  and 
grunge;  and  Mike  is  the  most  eclectic 
of  the  bunch,  citing  his  faves  as  The 
Beatles,  grunge,  and  recently  hip-hop 
and  R&B. 

Biggest  show  to  date:  Their  CD  re- 
lease earlier  this  month  at  Sneaky 
Dee's  brought  out  about  70  people. 
Claim  to  fame:  Last  week  the  band 
played  a  local  showcase  to  try  to  win 
a  trip  to  Germany  to  play  at  the  Emer- 
genza  Festival,  the  largest  indepen- 
dent music  festival  in  Europe.  The  au- 
dience at  the  gig  got  to  vote  on  which 
band  to  send  onto  the  next  round  of 
shows,  and  if  Head  Down  makes  it  to 
the  final  stage  (where  they  perform  in 
front  of  a  panel  of  judges),  they  might 
be  chosen  to  be  the  only  Canadian  act 
selected  to  play  at  Emergenza. 
tSchool  vs.  the  band:  "We  practice 
twice  a  week,"  Anthony  explains 
(echoing  most  of  the  bands  in  this 


feature).  "For  the  guys  that  are  work- 
ing, it's  really  hard  to  play  a  gig  and 
then  wake  up  at  the  crack  of  dawn... 
It  just  means  that  we  have  to  schedule 
things  ahead  of  time.  But  if  you're 
doing  it  with  your  friends,  it's  a  bit 
easier— we  help  each  other,  maybe 
pick  up  someone's  gear  if  they  can't 
do  it  or  whatever.  It's  not  a  matter  of 
who  does  it,  it  just  gets  done." 
Promoting  their  band  on  campus: 
"So  many  of  the  venues  we  play  are 
so  close  to  campuses,"  says  Andrew. 
"I've  noticed  that  students  are  more 
open-minded  when  it  comes  to  music. 
They  seem  to  be  not  as  obsessed  with 
the  mainstream — they're  more  em- 
bracing of  independent  acts.  Which 
is  good  for  us — our  promotions  don't 
go  to  waste." 

What's  next:  The  band  is  concen- 
trating on  expanding  their  fanbase 
and  dreams  of  playing  shows  to  500 
people.  "I'd  just  like  to  wake  up  in  the 
morning  and  know  that  I  can  make 
money  as  a  musician  ,"  Andrew  says 
(Mike  cuts  in,  scoffing,  "Money  as  a 
musician!")  "As  long  as  I  can  make  a 
half-decent  living  playing  and  singing, 
I'd  be  the  happiest  guy  on  the  planet." 
Final  words:  "If  you  get  discour- 
aged, you're  never  going  to  make  it." 
-  Andrew 

Next  gig:  Feb.  11  at  the  Horseshoe. 
Website:  www.headdown.ca 
E-mail: 

headdown@headdown.ca 

FRANKUN'S  FAULT 

Who:  Kris  Braun  (vocals),  Frank 
Cipolla  (drums  &  percussion)  Rob 
Daleman  (piano  and  trombone),  Don 
Duval  (guitars),  Dan  MacKay  (bass), 
Adam  Sneyd  (trumpets),  Kate  Ann 
Vandermeer  (vocals) 
History:  Founded  at  Queen's  Uni- 
versity in  1996,  the  band  has  gone 
through  a  series  of  changes  as  people 
graduated.  "As  people  came  and  left, 
the  sound  has  shifted  a  bit.  It's  been 
a  natural  evolution,"  says  guitarist 
Duval.  After  they  all  graduated  from 
Queen's,  the  band  took  a  2.5-year  hia- 
tus until  they  all  ended  up  in  Toronto. 
"It  was  like  the  Blues  Brothers:  'Let's 
get  the  band  back  together!'"  Duval 
explains. 

The  name  'Franklin's  Fault'  comes 
from  a  tale  from  drummer  Francesco's 
family  in  Southern  Italy,  where  the 
name  'Francesco'  is  common.  The  re- 
gion had  been  through  a  severe  earth- 
quake, and  the  long-running  joke  was 
that  since  a  fault  line  ran  through  that 
area,  it  was  'Francesco's  fault.'  "We 
heard  that  story  and  thought,  'true 
or  not,  it's  a  great  name  for  a  band,'" 
laughs  Duval. 

U  of  T  connection:  Duval's  a  grad  stu- 
dent in  civil  engineering  (and  a  Varsity 
science  writer  to  boot). 
The  others:  Several  of  the  band  mem- 
bers are  involved  in  the  local  theatre 
community,  others  are  also  students. 
Their  sound:  "It's  like  Sly  and  the 
Family  Stone  meets  Cake  meets 
James  Brown,"  encapsulates  Duval. 
"Something  a  lot  of  bands  might  not 
be  able  to  relate  to  is  that  we're  a 
seven-person  band,  we  have  eight  or 
nine  instruments  that  we  bring  to  the 
stage.  There's  added  layers,  such  as 
the  piano  that  we  added  recently,  and 
we  have  two  vocalists." 
Common  influences:  With  so  many 
members,  their  influences  are  all  over 
the  map,  but  Duval  makes  it  clear  that 
despite  their  size  and  funk-rock  lean- 
ings, they're  not  a  'jam  band'.  Rather, 
everyone  brings  their  various  influ- 
ences to  the  democratic  songwriting 
process. 

Biggest  show  to  date:  Having  en- 
joyed success  as  one  of  the  most  pop- 
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ular  college  bands  in  Kingston's  fertile 
music  scene,  it  seems  their  upbeat 
sound  has  translated  to  T.O.  as  well. 
They've  had  crowds  as  big  as  400  at 
some  of  their  recent  shows.  "We  even 
have  groupies!"  exclaims  Duval. 
Claim  to  fame:  During  their  heyday  in 
Kingston,  they  had  some  talks  with  a 
record  label  rep  from  EMI,  who  got  in 
touch  after  seeing  their  high-energy 
live  show.  More  recently,  3  members 
of  the  band  did  the  score  for  the  cult 
musical  Evil  Dead. 

School  vs.  the  bemd:  'It  was  very 
hard  when  we  were  at  Queen's,  be- 
cause everyone  had  their  full-time 
student  schedule,  so  it  was  difficult 
to  practice,"  notes  Duval.  "When  we 
got  to  Toronto,  we  practiced  like  gang- 
busters,  and  it  all  came  together." 
Promoting  their  band  on  cemipus: 
Having  sprung  from  university  friend- 
ships and  been  a  college  favourite. 
Franklin's  Fault  is  a  band  that  knows 
a  thing  or  two  about  attracting  a 
student  crowd.  "We're  pretty  new  to 
Toronto,  and  haven't  even  really  ad- 
vertised, but  the  word  of  mouth  has 
been  amazing,"  Duval  says.  "We've 
played  at  Clinton's  (near  campus,  just 
down  Bloor  W.),  and  lots  of  students 
came  out.  We're  in  a  totally  new  city, 
the  energy  is  just  crazy,  and  we're  hav- 
ing an  amazing  time." 
What's  next:  The  band  is  in  the  studio 
recording  their  second  album,  which 
they  hope  to  release  in  the  spring. 
Final  words:  "We  play  because  we 
love  to  play — if  something  works 
out,  great.  If  not,  we'll  still  continue  to 
make  music."  -  Duval 
Next  gig:  Look  for  their  next  show  in 
late  February,  and  a  "really,  really  big" 
CD  release  party  in  April. 
Website:  www.franklinsfault.com 
E-mail:  There's  an  e-mail  list  you  can 
join  through  the  website. 

THE  CARPS 

Who:  Luiz  Furtado-Cas- 

tro  (drums),  Jahmal  ("Jay") 
Tonge  (guitar,  soulful  vocals), 
Neil  White  (bass,  baritone  vocals) 
History:  Started  by  longtime 
pals  Tonge  and  White  when 
they  were  in  a  church  band  in 
Flemingdon  Park  as  teenagers.  The 
name  comes  from  "Carpe  Diem." 
or  "Seize  the  day"  (they  thought  it 
sounded  too  high-and-mighty  for  a 
rock  band,  so  shortened  it  to  The 
Carps'). 

U  of  T  connection:.  White  is  a 
student  of  Evolutionary  Biology  at 
Trinity  College,  working  as  a  Re- 
search Assistant  to  Dr.  Spencer 
Barrett,  the  world  authority  on  the 
evolution  of  plant  mating  systems. 
The  others:  Furtado-Castro  (ap- 
parently a  nephew  of  the  Cuban 
dictator?!)  is  "a  Brazilian  immigrant 
hoping  the  Canadian  government  will 
let  [him]  stay,"  while  Tonge  is  a  "frus- 
trated" Journalism  student  at  York  U. 
Their  sound:  "I'd  say  our  roots  are 
in  the  classic  greats,  but  our  present 
sound  is  more  like  a  cross  between 
the  Strokes  and  the  Neptunes,"  Tonge 
explains.  "We  love  real  rock'n'roll 
as  well  as  booty-shaking  hip-hop 
beats.  We  keep  it  a  bit  raw  being 
from  Scarborough  and  all,"  he  quips. 
Common  influences:  Inspired  by 
their  fathers'  vinyl  collections,  the 
guys  like  the  old  greats  like  the  Bea- 
tles, Al  Green,  Otis  Redding,  Jimi  Hen- 
drix,  and  ("of  course")  Stevie  Wonder. 
Biggest  show  to  date:  The  Carps 
have  had  the  ups  and  downs  of  any 
indie  group,  but  the  high  so  far  was  a 
show  at  a  summer  camp  in  Cobourg, 
Ontario  to  .300  people. 
Claim  to  fame:  Will  be  recording  their 
demo  in  the  Jack  92.5  FM  studios. 
(Then  there's  that  matter  of  the  Cas- 
tro connection...) 

School  vs.  the  band:  "Last  term  1 
thought  that  adopting  a  nocturnal 
schedule  would  be  the  answer,"  says 
White  sheepishly,"  But  I  ended  hav- 
ing a  maximum  of  4  hours  of  sleep 
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per  night  (the  guy's  insane — he  does 
Varsity  fencing,  coaches  soccer,  runs 
a  biology  club,  teaches  Taekwon-Do 
at  Hart  House,  is  an  avid  rock  climber, 
and  works  in  the  lab).  I  just  let  Jay 
handle  the  business  side  of  things  as 
it  were." 

"I  work,  so  I'm  usually  too  tired  to 
play,  but  it's  a  good  break  from  the  daily 
stress,  and  1  love  playing  music,"  Furta- 
do-Castro offers,  "So  1  make  time." 
Promoting  their  bcmd  on  campus: 
Aside  from  the  upcoming  show  at  the 
Buttery  (see  below),  the  band  feels 
that  college  newspapers  like  this  one 
and  other  indie-friendly  outlets  on 
campus  are  a  crucial  way  of  spread- 
ing the  word  about  bands  like  them- 
selves. 

What's  next:  "We  think  that 
when  an  opportunity  for 
your  music  to  be  distributed 
around  the  world  knocks,  you 
better  take  it,"  Tonge  says. 
"The  money  and  fame  is  not 
promised,  nor  is  it  a  desire  of  ours. 
But  there  is  no  sense  to  writing  songs 
and  sitting  in  your  tiny  dorm  playing 
them  for  the  guy  across  the  hall.  The 
music  will  always  be  our  first  priority. 
But  I'm  tired  of  making  promotion 
and  showcases  my  priority,  so  we're 
looking  to  get  a  manager."  They'll  also 
be  re-recording  the  single  "Father's 
Day"  from  their  album  for  radio  play. 
Final  words:  "Music  can  do  more 
than  David  Miller  and  his  broom, 
Fantino  and  his  brethren.  Music  af- 
fects us  all  in  a  very  real  way,  and 
that's  what  we  want  to  do  for  every  lis- 
tener. Black,  white,  Asian,  poor,  filthy 
rich,  whatever.  We  just  want  to  do 
music  justice,  and  do  it  real."  -  Tonge 
Next  gig:  Jan.  28,  The  Buttery  in  the 
Gerald  Larkin  Building  (Trinity  Col- 
lege) 

E-mail:  thecarps@hotmail.com 

GREEN  DIVISION 

Who:  Jeff  Clarkson  (drums),  Alex 
Guthrie  (trumpet),  Harlan  Guthrie 
(saxophone),  Jon  Lane  (bass),  Jeff 
Sweeting  (guitar/vocals) 
History:  Bunch  of  high  school  friends 
from  Pickering  got  together  last  year 
to  form  the  band.  Name  comes  from 
Douglas  Coupland's  novel  Generation 
X. 

U  of  T  connection:  Sweeting  is  in  first- 
year  Political  Science. 
The  others:  All  students — some  go  to 
Centennial  College,  while  the  rest  are 
still  in  high  school 

Their  sound:  "We're  a  ska-punk  band, 
a  punk  band  with  horns,"  says  Sweet- 
ing. "It's  good  that  punk  is  big  right 
now  because  lots  of  people  come  out 
to  shows,  but  it  can  be  a  bad  thing 
because  people  who  don't  know  a  lot 
about  it  just  hop  on  the  bandwagon." 
Common  influences:  Reel  Big  Fish, 
Mad  Caddies,  Planet  Smashers,  The 
Specials 

Biggest  show  to  date:  Crowds  starved 
for  live  music  tend  to  turn  out  in  a  big 
way  in  Oshawa  (where  Green  Division 
plays  most  of  their  shows) — they  once 
played  to  about  300  at  a  club  there. 
Claim  to  fame:  They're  young,  they're 
cute,  they  play  ska. . .  In  a  glut  of  indie- 


Head  Down 


rock  bands,  it  helps  to  set  yourself 
apart  musically. 

School  vs.  the  band:  "Trying  to  do 
all  my  essays  and  play  shows  at  the 
same  time  can  be  hard.  But  as  a  young 
band,  you  have  a  lot  of  time  to  grow," 
says  Sweeting  of  the  campus  life. 

Promoting  their  band  on  campus: 
"We  try  to  promote  ourselves  on 
campus — we  did  a  lot  of  flyers  for  our 
El  Mocambo  show,  but  it  didn't  seem 
to  work  too  well,  there  weren't  a  lot  of 
people.  But  we've  had  good  and  bad 
shows  in  Toronto — it's  just  a  matter 
of  timing,  usually.  We'd  definitely  like 
more  students  to  come  out  to  our 
shows,  have  some  fun." 

What's  next:  More  gigs!  It's  all  about 
the  upbeat  live  show  for  these  guys. 
Rnal  words:  "We  have  a  really  good 
time  playing,  and  I  think  it  comes 
across  in  our  live  show."  -  Sweeting 
Next  gig:  March  27,  Le  Scratch  in 
Oshawa. 

Website:  www.greendivision.net 
E-mail:greendivisionska@rogers.com 


REBEL  EMERGENCY 

Who:  Rod  Coimer  ("golden  vocals"), 
Neil  Deciantis  ("ankle-twisting  bass"), 
Evan  Ferguson  ("belly-button  lint-eat- 
ing drums"),  Adam  Halim  ("ass-rip- 
ping rhythm  guitar"),  Geoff  Willing- 
ham  ("mind-altering  lead  guitar") 
History:  "The  band's  been  together 
for  40  years,"  Coimer  deadpans.  Actu- 
ally, it's  been  about  a  year.  Their  name 
comes  from  a  newspaper  headline: 
"Columbia  declares  rebel  emergency" 
U  of  T  connection:  Adam  Halim's  in 
Political  Science  ("because  there's  no 
right  answer — put  year  %,  so  people 
will  think  'three-quarters?'") 
The  others:  Jazz  musicians  from  Hum- 
ber  College 

Their  sound:  "It's  the  opposite  of  the 
worst  music  you  ever  heard,"  Coimer 
offers.  "Its  a  sonic  assult  on  your  tes- 
ticles— or  ovaries."  Seriously,  though, 
it's  a  high-energy  blend  of  alt-rock. 

Common  influences:  Pearl  Jam, 
Beatles,  Queens  of  the  Stone  Age... 
and  Yanni 

Biggest  show  to  date:  'We  played 
for  my  sister's  birthday  party — she's 
three,"  Halim  offers  with  a  totally 
straight  face.  "The  crowds  have  been 
getting  bigger  and  bigger — in  fact,  I 
think  the  people  are  physically  gettin;j; 
larger  and  larger,"  chimes  in  Coimer. 
Er,  right.  Actually,  they've  been  selling 
out  the  'Shoe  lately,  which  is  a  decent- 
sized  crowd  of  over  200. 
Claim  to  fame:  "Sam  Roberts'  guitar- 
ist was  at  one  of  our  shows,  the  guys 
from  Billy  Talent..."  Halim  begins 
before  he's  cut  off  by  Willingham:  "My 
sister  was  at  one  of  our  shows. . ."  And 
Coimer:  "My  girlfriend  was  at  one  of 
our  shows."  Did  we  mention  they're 
incredibly  hilarious?  And  two  major 
labels  have  been  sniffing  around. 
School  vs.  the  band:  "It  wouldn't  be 
hard  if  he  [Adam]  wasn't  such  a  Nazi 
about  everything,"  Willingham  snorts. 
"The  way  we  study  for  our  classes, 
these  guys  [the  jazz  students]  are 
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playing  music,"  Halim  says.  "Yeah, 
you  should  be,  too,"  retorts  Willing- 
ham  in  return.  The  Humber  guys  say 
that  studying  jazz  helps  them  and  be 
better  musicians  and  improve  their 
onstage  performance. 

Promoting  their  band  on  campus: 
"The  show  is  a  great  party — we  try  to 
make  sure  all  our  shows  are  free,  so 
students  can  come  out. . .  The  booker 
at  the  Horseshoe  has  told  us  that  we're 
'the'  band  there  right  now,"  Halim  de- 
clares. "And  there'll  be  punch  and  pie. 
Put  that  in — punch  and  pie." 

What's  next:  The  way  things  are  go- 
ing, we've  been  selling  out  the  'Shoe, 
getting  press,  people  actually  like  our 
music,"  Halim  says.  Their  mailing  list 
is  currently  at  3500  subscribers,  and 
they're  recording  a  new  EP. 
Final  words:  "He  could  sell  a  fridge 
to  a  polar  bear,"  says  Willingham 
of  Halim,  who's  managing  the  band 
himself.  "Are  you  saying  our  music 
is  a  fridge  and  the  people  are  polar 
bears?"  Halim  deftly  counters. 
Next  gig:  Jan.  31  at  the  'Shoe  (opening 
for  current  buzz  band  the  Trews) 
Website:  www.rebelemergency.com 
E-mail:  There's  a  mailing  list  on  their 
website  (where  you  can  get  on  the 
guestlist  for  their  shows  as  well) 

THE  JULY  26'"  MOVEMENT 

Who:  Ian  Fosbery  (guitars),  Jordan 
Melchiorre  (drums),  Luke  Melchiorre 
(bass),  Ben  Spurr  (vocals  and  guitar) 
History:  Formed  four  years  ago 
from  two  sets  of  best  friends  (and  a 
set  of  brothers),  they  learned  their 
instruments  for  the  band.  Have  been 
playing  for  two  years  "seriously".  The 
band  name  came  about  when  Luke 
was  reading  the  autobiography  of 
Argentinian  rebel  leader  Che  Guevara 
(the  July  26"'  Movement  was  Fidel 
Castro's  revolutionary  group  that 
stormed  into  Mexico  City).  They're 
not  a  political  band,  but  say  it's  cool  if 
people  think  they  are. 
U  of  T  connection:  Jordan,  Luke,  and 
Ben  all  go  to  U  of  T,  while  Ian  is  in  En- 
gineering at  Ryerson. 
Their  sound:  "Restless,"  offers  Fos- 
bery. "It's  kinda  New  Wave-ish... 
We  think  it's  really  good,"  quips  the 
bass-playing  Melchiorre.  "That's 
one  of  the  key  elements  of  being  in 
a  band,"  chimes  in  Fosbery,  "If  you're 
not  behind  your  own  music,  you're  in 
trouble." 

Conunon  influences:  Paul  Simon,  The 
Verve,  U2,  New  Order,  the  Smiths. 

"I'm  not  reading  (Brit  rock  bible) 
NME  every  week  or  anything,  but  it 
is  frustrating  because  it's  kind  of  'in' 
right  now,"  Luke  says  about  Toronto's 
current  mania  with  all  things  British. 
"We  were  listening  to  New  Order 
three  years  ago,  and  we'd  get,  'New 
Order?  You  mean  'Blue  Monday'? 
Do  you  guys  go  to  clubs  and  paint 
your  face  purple?'  but  now  it's  kind 
of  hip..." 

Biggest  show  to  date:  150  people 
at  the  Horseshoe.  As  for  their  most 
interesting  show,  Luke  laughs  that 
the  band's  first  gig  ever  was  opening 
for  five  10-year-old  girls  doing  a  Spice 
Girl  routine.  "They  were  really  good, 
though,"  deadpans  Spurr. 
Claim  to  fame:  One  of  the  hardest- 
working  bands  on  the  Toronto  scene. 
You've  probably  seen  the  band's  post- 
ers around  town,  they've  got  a  listing 
on  CBC  Radio  3's  influential  New  Mu- 
sic Canada  website  (if  you  search  for 
"The  July  26"'  Movement"  on  Google, 
it's  the  band  that  pops  up  first,  not 
the  political  group),  and  they  play 
regularly  in  the  clubs. 
School  vs.  the  band:  "We  don't  take 
being  students  very  seriously,"  Luke 
points  out.  "I  mean,  I  enjoy  lectures, 
I  go  to  all  of  my  classes,  but  1  don't  sit 
at  home  doing  all  the  readings  or  any- 
thing. The  band  always  comes  first 
with  us,  always.  1  think  with  every 


great  band,  it's  rarely  the  songs  that 
come  through — it's  that  juxtaposition 
of  wide-eyed  self-belief  and  total  des- 
peration. I  don't  want  to  be  Coldplay, 
I'm  not  interested  in  being  on  TRL,  but 
I  do  want  to  be  heard." 
Promoting  their  band  on  campus:  "If 
anyone's  going  to  like  us,  it's  people 
similar  to  us,  around  our  age,  so  we're 
definitely  going  to  try  to  garner  a  stu- 
dent fanbase,"  Luke  says.  He  adds  that 
despite  juggling  school  with  music, 
one  good  thing  is  that  "you  can  still 
tell  people  you're  a  student.  Because 
there's  this  horrible  look  people  give 
you  when  you  tell  them  you're  in  a 
band:  'Oh,  really?  Good  for  you.  Good 
luck  with  that.'  It's  like  you're  on  wel- 
fare or  something.  So  you  just  say,  'I'm 
a  student,'  and  it  makes  you  look  like 
an  upstanding  citizen." 
What's  next:  The  band  is  recording 
an  EP  (last  March  they  received  a 
FACTOR  grant  to  make  a  professional 
demo)  that  they  hope  to  release  very 
soon.  With  bigger  gigs  at  key  venues 
like  the  Horseshoe,  they  feel  that 
they've  finally  got  the  forward  mo- 
mentum they've  been  looking  for. 

"We'd  like  to  obviously  get  a  good 
following  in  Toronto,  and  hopefully 
sign  with  someone  that  likes  our  mu- 
sic," Fosbery  says,  "But  the  business 
side  is  very  draining.  There's  a  lot  of 
politics  involved,  and  it's  tough  to  get 
a  second  look.  It  helps  if  you  know 
people,  but  the  best  thing  to  do  is  get 
a  buzz  going." 
Final  words:  "The  thing  about  good 
music  is  that  it  should  say  something 
to  you  about  yourself."  -  Fosbery 
Next  gig:  Feb.  4  at  the  Horseshoe 
Website:  www.j26.org 
E-mail:  j26@j26.org 

THE  DAYBREAK 

Who:  Pat  Bramm  (bass/vocals),  Mike 
Dawson  (drums),  Rob  Domagala 
(guitars),  Sumon  ("Shoe")  Mukherjee 
(vocals/guitar) 

History:  Formed  in  Nov.  2001  on  cam- 
pus (they  all  met  in  various  classes). 
All  big  music  fans,  decided  to  parlay 
that  into  making  their  own  music.  "It's 
a  punk-rock  ethic,  really — none  of  us 
played  our  instruments  before  the 
band,"  Domagala  explains.  "All  we  had 
to  do  is  start  making  our  own  sound. 
We  didn't  have  any  pre-construed  no- 
tions of  how  to  do  whatever. . .  It  was 
all  experimental,  which  is  why  I  think 
we  have  a  pretty  unique  sound.  Plus, 
we  had  to  'save'  music." 
U  of  T  connection:  As  you  could 
probably  tell  from  seeing  their  post- 
ers plastered  all  over  campus,  The 
Daybreak  are  U  of  T  boys  through  and 
through. 

Their  sound:  "Rock'n'roll  heavy  on 
groove,"  declares  Mukherjee.  The 
band  urges  uptight  T.O.  indie  kids  to 
get  down  and  dance.  "They'll  have 
more  fun  if  they  participate,  and  so 
will  we,"  says  Domagala.  "Let  all  those 
layers  do  their  thing,  and  then  shake 
your  ass!" 

Common  influences:  Stone  Roses, 


Debaser 

Oasis,  Smashing  Pumpkins,  Radio- 
head,  The  Verve. 

Biggest  show  to  date:  See  below. 
They've  also  played  the  major  festi- 
vals like  North  by  Northeast. 
Claim  to  fame:  Were  invited  by  mega 
concert  promoter  House  of  Blues  to 
opened  for  UK  buzz  band  The  Music 
last  year  at  Lee's  Palace — it  was  only 
their  seventh  gig  ever.  "It  was  an 
amazing  experience — the  place  was 
at  capacity  when  we  took  the  stage, 
and  we  had  such  a  great  response," 
recalls  Domagala.  As  it  turns  out, 
their  future  bassist  Bramm  was  at  the 
show,  but  not  yet  in  the  band.  "So  he 
didn't  get  to  enjoy  it  with  us,"  grins 
Mukherjee. 

School  vs.  the  band:  "It's  really  hard," 
moans  Domagala.  Mukherjee  notes 
that  they  have  to  be  careful  about 
scheduling  shows  around  exams.  "It's 
working  out — we're  finding  a  good 
balance,  or  trying  to,  anyway." 

Promoting  their  band  on  campus: 
Wondering  why  there's  so  many  Day- 
break posters  on  campus?  Well,  aside 
from  wanting  to  cultivate  a  fanbase  of 
their  peers,  they  insist  that  local  pro- 
moters aren't  doing  enough  to  work 
with  indie  bands  to  adequately  push 
gigs.  So  the  musicians  are  left  to  do  it 
themselves. 

"We're  the  band,  we're  the  man- 
ager, we're  setting  up  the  bill  for  the 
show...  with  us  doing  all  that  work, 
we're  spread  really  thin,"  explains 


Domagala.  "Promoters  need  to  help 
us  out  and  really  get  behind  the 
shows." 

What's  next:  They've  had  some  label 
interest  from  the  UK,  some  radio  play 
on  Edge  102.1,  and  a  full-length  and  an 
EP  under  their  belt  already,  so  they're 
well  on  their  way  to  a  breakthrough. 
Last  words:  "Everyone  hates  the  Brit- 
ish press,  but  they  make  stars  and 
break  stars — let's  develop  our  own 
star  system  and  stop  looking  else- 
where and  support  our  own  talent." 
-  Mukherjee 

Next  gig:  Feb.  5,  Lee's  Palace;  Winter- 
fest  at  the  Cat's  Eye,  Feb.  26 
Website:  www.thedaybreak.net 
E-mail: 

thedaybreakmusic@hotmail.com 
DEBASER 

Who:  Jordan  Bimm  (bass),  Nevin 
Douglas  (guitar),  Luke  Higginson  (vo- 
cals). Bill  Turnbull  (drums) 
History:  Old  friends  who  met  at  the 
Etobicoke  School  of  the  Arts  in  the 
late  '90s.  Formed  the  band  three 
years  ago,  but  have  been  in  their  cur- 
rent ("more  serious")  incarnation  as 
Debaser  since  last  fall. 

"Other  people  are  together  because 
they  see  a  sign  in  a  rehearsal  space  or 
whatever — there's  a  very  loose  con- 
nection," says  Bimm.  "But  with  us, 
there's  more — we're  best  friends. 
Stuff  like  music  and  girls  is  not  going 
to  tear  us  apart." 


U  of  T  connection:  Bimm  (who  hap- 
pens to  be  a  theatre  writer  for  The 
Varsity)  is  in  second-year  American 
Studies. 

The  others:  Higginson  is  a  film  stu- 
dent at  Ryerson,  Douglas  is  working 
at  an  art  store  and  saving  up  for 
school,  and  his  bandmates  quip  that 
Turnbull  is  living  off  royalties  from 
his  recent  appearance  in  an  Arby's 
commercial  (he's  the  guy  with  the 
oven  mitts). 

Their  sound:  "Hooky  and  dark  and 
rocked  out,"  declares  Bimm.  "Re- 
cently, we've  got  a  lot  of  people  telling 
us  that  we  sound  sort  of  like  the  Man- 
chester scene  with  guitars." 

"It  is  necessary  to  compare  your- 
self, but  I  think  it's  really  important  to 
find  a  new  sound  and  not  just  re-hash 
what  other  people  have  done,"  notes 
Higginson. 

Common  influences:  "We  all  bring 
our  piece  to  the  same  common 
ground,"  Bimm  explains,  but  cites 
The  Pixies  as  a  band  they  can  all 
agree  on. 

Biggest  show  to  date:  With  nearly  20 
shows  under  their  belt  to  date,  De- 
baser are  still  building  a  fanbase,  but 
a  recent  Sneaky  Dee's  gig  attracted  a 
solid  crowd  of  over  50. 

"It's  a  total  geometric  learning 
curve,"  says  Bimm.  "Every  show,  even 
if  we  play  one  that  we  don't  think  is 
our  best  show,  it's  still  better  than  the 
two  previous  ones." 
Claim  to  fame:  Infamous  club  booker 
and  man-about-town  Dan  Burke 
(remember  the  El  Mocambo  fiasco?) 
is  a  supporter.  To  hear  the  band  tell 
it,  they  were  doing  one  of  their  first 
rehearsals  in  their  current  practice 
space,  and  when  they  came  out. 
Burke,  slumped  into  a  sofa  in  a  dark 
corner,  beckoned  them  over,  told 
them  they  had  a  good  sound,  and 
even  though  they  hadn't  played  any 
gigs  to  date,  offered  to  set  up  some 
shows  for  them. 

"We  just  thought  he  was  some 
cracked-out  dude — and  I  guess  he  is," 
laughs  Bimm.  "Everyone  in  the  city 
has  an  opinion  about  this  guy,  but  so 
far  he's  done  good  things  for  us." 
School  vs.  the  band:  "The  band 
comes  first,"  Higginson  says  simply. 
Recently,  he  had  an  essay  due  the 
night  after  a  show,  decided  not  to  do 
it,  and  ended  up  getting  an  extension 
on  the  paper  anyhow.  "I  figured  it  was 
a  sign." 

Promoting  their  band  on  campus: 

"Even  just  networking  on  campus — 
you  have  a  large  group  of  people  who 
are  in  the  demographic  to  check  out 
new  bands  and  like  indie  music,"  says 
Bimm.  "You  have  a  huge  target  audi- 
ence just  within  a  few  blocks.  It's  so 
much  easier  than  if  we  all  lived  in  Eto- 
bicoke. It's  such  an  awesome  network 
to  abuse...  er,  use."  The  band  sees  a 
lot  of  Higginson's  fellow  Rye  High  stu- 
dents coming  out  to  shows,  so  they'd 
like  to  see  more  U  of  T  folks  as  well. 

What's  next:  They're  taking  their 
time  to  record  a  demo,  which  they 
hope  to  have  completed  by  the 
spring.  They've  applied  to  the  North 
by  Northeast  festival,  and  hope  that 
the  demo  will  serve  as  a  calling  card 
for  potential  management,  indie  ra- 
dio, and  press. 

"We  want  to  send  it  to  any- 
body that  has  ears,"  says  Bimm.  "The 
more  people  that  hear  our  music,  the 
better — that's  our  philosophy.  We 
don't  want  money  to  get  in  the  way  of 
hearing  our  music.  At  the  same  time 
we  would  like  to  make  money  doing 
this  one  day,  but  that's  not  a  priority 
at  this  point  at  all.  The  fact  that  we 
didn't  think  we'd  make  it  to  here  gives 
us  that  much  more  inspiration  to  get 
to  the  next  level." 
Next  gig:  Jan.  29  at  Clinton's. 
Website: 

www.debasertheband.com 
E-mail: 

info@debasertheband.com 
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Whatever  You  Say  I  Am: 
The  Life  and  Times  of 
Eminem 


By  Anthony  Bozza 


Random  House 


I  opened  the  first  page  of  What- 
ever You  Say  I  Am:  The  Life 
and  Times  of  Eminem  expect- 
ing one  of  tfiose  glossy,  tell-all 
wastes  of  paper  with  a  title  like 
Ricky  Martin:  Exposed.  (Which 
I  haven't  read,  thank  you  very 
much.)  Instead,  1  was  surprised 
by  a  plethora  of  topics,  running 
the  gamut  from  the  history  of 
American  hip-hop  to  post-mod- 
ern feminist  theory  to  how  many 
ecstasy  hits  the  great  white 
rap  star  popped  before  going 
onstage  at  a  New  York  concert. 
Okay,  so  author  Anthony  Bozza 
(a  former  writer  and  editor  at 
Rolling  Stone  magazine)  hasn't 
solved  any  mysteries  plaguing 
mankind  with  this  book,  but  he 
has  provided  a  thorough  and 
heartfelt  attempt  in  the  quest 
to  discover  what  exactly  makes 
Marshall  Mathers  tick. 

I've  always  had  a  closet  obses- 
sion with  Eminem,  which  is  hard 
to  admit  for  a  girl  who  almost 
ended  up  as  a  Women's  Studies 
major,  so  I  thought  I'd  finish  this 
book  just  as  smitten  with  the 
rapper  as  I'd  been  on  page  one. 
I  was  wrong. 

Bozza  does  a  fantastic  job  with 
his  subject,  detailing  every  frag- 
ment of  his  kaleidoscope  life,  in- 
cluding conversations  he's  had 
with  Mathers  in  rather  candid 
situations.  These  sections  suc- 
ceed in  shattering  the  beautiful 
(yet  deluded)  illusion  I'd  formed 
of  Eminem.  I  had  assumed  that 
because  this  individual  pos- 
sessed such  immense  talent  as 
a  musician  and  lyricist,  he  must 
also  be  as  compelling  a  figure 
in  reality.  Instead,  in  the  book 
I  was  faced  with  an  individual 
who  uses  the  oh-so-eloquent 
F-word  more  than  1  had  thought 
possible  (for  example,  "Hey,  you 
fuckin'  fucks!  Why  is  everybody 
so  quiet,  you  fuckin'  fat  skinny 
fucks?  Fuck  you,  you  fuckin' 
fucks!",  and  this  was  during  a 
fun  night  out  on  the  town  with  a 
group  of  friends).  This  is  not  to 
say  that  an  individual  who  uses 
an  exorbitant  amount  of  exple- 
tives cannot  be  insightful,  but 


Mathers'  commentary  through- 
out the  book  is  confusing  and 
immature  at  best. 

Bozza  did  compile  a  detailed 
and  insightful  history  of  Detroit, 
both  from  an  ethnic  and  socio- 
economic standpoint  as  well  as 
tracing  an  intricate  line  through 
the  path  of  American  hip-hop. 
He  delves  into  the  world  of  me- 
dia and  music  criticism,  calling 
attention  to  racism  and  bias  and 
shedding  light  on  the  uphill  bat- 
tle Eminem  had  to  wage  at  every 
stage  on  his  road  to  success.  He 
presents  both  the  feminist  and 
homosexual  arguments  regard- 
ing Eminem's  music  and  does 
so  fairly. 

The  only  negative  aspect  of 
Bozza's  look  at  the  hugely  suc- 
cessful entertainer  is  that  his 
admiration  of  Eminem  slightly 
skews  the  picture  he's  painting. 
Is  it  a  good  book?  Yes,  but  the 
writer's  loyalty  and  affection 
toward  his  subject  somewhat 
blinded  him  just  as  1  was  guilty 
of  the  same  offence.  Will  1  still  to 
listen  to  Eminem  despite  Bozza's 
mixed  portrayal?  You  bet  your 
fuckin'  ass  I  will. 
-  NATASHA  RUDNICK 
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The  Piano  Tuner 


By  Daniel  Mason 


Knopf/Vintage 


There's  a  quote  from  somewhere 
that  says  you  don't  read  a  book 
so  much  as  it  reads  you.  And 
then  there  are  some  books  that 
you  don't  read  as  much  as  you 
grow  with.  American  author 
Daniel  Mason's  first  novel.  The 
Piano  Tuner,  is  such  a  book  that 
leaves  a  major  impression  on 
you. 

Set  in  the  1880s,  The  Piano 
Tuner  tells  the  story  of  Edgar 
Drake,  an  unassuming  English- 
man whose  life  of  domestic  har- 
mony is  interrupted  by  a  strange 
commission  from  the  British 
War  Office:  to  travel  to  a  small 
settlement  deep  in  the  jungle 
of  colonial  Burma  and  tune  the 
grand  piano  of  one  Surgeon-Ma- 
jor Anthony  Carroll. 

This  unlikely  assignment, 
echoing  Conrad's  Heart  of  Dark- 


ness and  the  film  Apocalypse 
Now,  is  of  great  importance,  as 
the  piano  is  apparently  part 
of  Carroll's  mysterious  mis- 
sion. Not  one  to  shirk  his  duty 
to  the  Crown,  however  odd  or 
unexpected,  Edgar  packs  some 
historical  briefs  and  his  trusty 
toolkit,  leaving  behind  the 
dreary  streets  of  London  for  a 
brilliant  world  of  sound,  light 
and  colour.  Thus  begins  Edgar's 
journey,  and  as  it  progresses 
and  becomes  more  complex  so 
does  the  narrative  itself,  giving 
the  book  a  sense  of  life  and  ac- 
tive participation  in  the  process, 
a  rare  and  difficult  feat  for  an 
author  to  accomplish. 

Mason's  style  and  skill  in  writ- 
ing also  seem  to  evolve  as  the 
story  does.  The  book  opens 
simply  and  directly,  which  is 
refreshing  as  it  jumps  into  the 
beginning  of  the  story  without 
cumbersome  background  and 
description,  but  at  the  same 
time  the  writing  feels  somewhat 
contrived,  with  the  vivid  imag- 
ery sometimes  forcibly  inserted 
instead  of  stylishly  woven  into 
the  text.  Soon,  however.  Mason 
finds  his  touch,  crafting  strong, 
believable  characters  and  con- 
veying with  equally  magical  de- 
scription the  vast  scope  of  a  des- 
ert caravan  or  the  rich  colour  of 
a  flower. 

Edgar's  understanding  of  his 
increasingly  dangerous  mission 
grows  as  he  hears  legends  of 
the  enigmatic  Carroll  and  meets 
scores  of  new  characters,  includ- 
ing bloodthirsty  British  officers 
and  alluring  Burmese  servants. 
As  he  searches  for  Carroll  and 
for  the  piano,  Edgar  also  search- 
es for  understanding,  both  of 
this  new  land  and  of  himself. 

In  describing  the  journey  the 
novel  appeals  heavily  to  all  five 
senses,  enriching  the  feeling  of 
life  in  its  pages.  Sound  especial- 
ly is  a  strong  force,  as  the  piano 
tuning,  the  interplay  between 
classical  and  cultural  music,  and 
the  various  voices  of  the  charac- 
ters add  wonderful  elements  to 
the  story. 

This  book  would  be  best 
appreciated  by  travelers.  Ma- 
son does  not  just  describe  a 
mythical  land  to  the  reader, 
but  reveals,  one  by  one,  the 
mysteries  of  a  place  waiting  to 
be  discovered.  Although  it  is  a 
fiction,  the  reader  puts  down 
the  book  feeling  as  though  he's 
seen  and  experienced  the  real 
Burma  firsthand.  Surreal  scenes 
of  festival  dances  and  elaborate 
rituals  create  a  dreamlike  state 
that  is  rudely  interrupted  by  the 
novel's  abrupt  end. 

The  Piano  Tuner  turns  out  to 
be  a  much  more  complicated 
book  than  it  initially  appears.  It 
is  a  thoughtfully  crafted  book, 
but  also  succeeds  in  provoking 
thought;  for  with  the  narrative 
answering  so  few  of  the  ending's 
glaring  questions,  the  reader 
is  forced  to  contemplate  them 
on  his  own.  Far  from  making 
the  book  and  its  resolution  an- 
noying or  incomplete,  this  con- 
templation is  but  another  way 
of  drawing  the  reader  into  the 
journey  and  giving  him  a  chance 
to  absorb  the  new  world  he  has 
just  visited. -J.P.ANTONACCI 
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This  puppet  show's  not  for  kids 

Varsity  writer  Brett  Rhyno  paid  a  visit  to  the  set  of the  lewd  and  crude  TV  show  Puppets  Who  Kill  and  came  back  alive  to  tell  the  tale 


by  BRETT RHYNO 


Sometimes  karma  is  a  force  that 
bites  you  in  the  ass,  or  leaves  you 
stranded  in  the  middle  of  nowhere 
when  you're  supposed  to  be  visiting 
a  studio  set.  Luckily,  there  was  a  po- 
lice station  nearby  (a  lot  better  than 
my  last  experience  with  the  boys  in 
blue,  let  me  tell  you)  and  1  was  only 
half  an  hour  late  for  my  visit  to  the 
set  of  Puppets  Who  Kill. 

If  you're  like  me  and  your  TV 
experience  is  generally  limited  to 
Hockey  Night  in  Canada  and  maybe 
a  little  MuchMusic  once  in  a  while 
to  confirm  suspicions  that  the  world 
is  slowly  sinking  into  a  black  hole, 
you're  probably  scratching  your 
head  saying,  "Puppets  who  what?" 
Puppets  Who  Kill,  for  those  that  don't 
know,  is  a  twisted  little  comedy  that 
airs  Friday  nights  on  the  Comedy 
Network  (aiming  for  the  ever-grow- 
ing poverty-stricken  rez  population 
that  prefers  to  stay  in  on  a  perfectly 
good  bar  night,  I  suppose). 

The  premise  is  pretty  simple: 
four  delinquent  puppets  living  in  a 
halfway  house.  One  is  a  sex  maniac, 
there's  an  extortionist,  a  psycho- 
pathic killer,  and  I'm  not  really  sure 
what  Cuddles'  deal  is. 

And  at  the  centre  of  this  storm 
stands  comic  Dan  Redican,  the  lead 
human  of  the  show.  Redican  feels 
that  Puppets  Who  Kill  fits  into  the 
British  tradition  of  outrageous  com- 
edy, citing  such  shows  as  The  Young 
Ones  and  Monty  Python.  He  also  feels 
that  the  show  is  not  just  about  being 
nasty,  that  the  characters  have  re- 
deeming values. 

"I  think  that  the  show  wouldn't 
work  if  it  was  about  characters  be- 
ing nasty  constantly,  without  being 
on  some  level  characters  you  could 
relate  to.  The  characters  are  inse- 
cure, they  just  want  to  make  a  good 
impression,  they  want  to  do  good 
things.  Basically  what  brings  the 
characters  down,  across  the  board. 


is  selfishness — everybody  makes  a 
selfish  decision  and  that's  what  un- 
dermines them  every  time,"  Redican 
explains. 

For  Bruce  Hunter,  who  plays 
Rocko,  Puppets  Who  Kill  marks  a 
return  to  puppeteering  after  doing 
improv  and  teaching  at  Second  City. 
Like  his  compatriots,  Hunter  has  an 
impressive  resume  as  a  puppeteer, 
including  stints  working  on  classic 
Henson  productions  like  Fraggle 
Rock  and  30  Years  of  the  Muppets. 

But  Puppets  Who  Kill  is  done  on  a 
much  lower  budget  than  those  sto- 
ried puppet  shows,  which  presents 
particular  challenges.  "Normally 
they  build  the  set  higher  so  the 
puppeteers  can  stand  and  do  their 
puppets,  which  is  easy  and  you  can 
have  the  puppets  turning  around  all 
the  way  if  you  want,"  says  Hunter. 
"But  in  this  particular  case  we  have 
regular  sets  that  are  on  the  floor  and 
don't  have  basements,  so  you  have 
to  wrap  yourself  around  tables  and 
under  couches.  So  it  is  a  little  bit 
more,  ah,  painful." 

He's  laughing  as  he  says  this, 
though,  and  it's  clear  Hunter  is 


enjoying  his  experience  from  the  en- 
thusiasm he  shows  when  describing 
his  character,  Rocko.  "My  character 
is  an  extortionist.  He  steals  things 
and  hijacks  businesses  and  does 
whatever  he  can  to  make  money.  I 
like  him,  actually,  because  he's  a  no- 
bullshit  type  of  character.  If  he  can't 
get  it,  then  he'll  beat  you  up." 

When  asked  if  there  were  any 
other  characters  he'd  like  to  play,  he 
says,  "1  think  a  lot  of  people  would 
probably  like  to  be  Buttons  for  a 
day,  since  he  gets,  as  quoted  from 
the  show,  'more  pussy  than  Ken- 
nedy.' He's  a  character  that  spends 
a  lot  of  time  with  these  crazed  and 
strange  sexually-deprived  women." 
He  laughs  and  adds,  "That's  kind  of 
an  interesting  thing  for  a  puppeteer. 
I  think  [Rankin,  Button's  puppeteer] 
gets  sick  of  it  after  a  while." 

As  for  the  future  of  the  show, 
Hunter  sees  endless  possibilities. 
"1  think  there  will  always  be  some 
sort  of  taboo  that  we  can  work  with 
to  really  push  the  envelope.  There's 
some  episodes  that  we're  doing  that 
I'm  sure  we're  going  to  get  letters 
on,  because  comedy  is  offensive. 


Good  comedy,  anyway,  is  something 
where  people  are  questioning  things 
and,  hopefully,  laughing  at  things.  So 
I'm  sure  there  will  always  be  some- 
thing that  we  can  take  apart." 

Hunter  has  faith  that  should  the 
show  continue,  it  will  not  fall  into 
the  trap  of  monotony.  Part  of  this 
hope  comes  from  the  fact  he  is  back 
in  Canada.  "1  much  prefer  work- 
ing on  Canadian  productions  and 
only  because  1  find  them  to  take  a 
lot  more  chances  and  to  not  try 
to  homogenize  the  product,  to  try 
to  entertain  masses  of  people.  [In 
the  U.S.]  they're. not  making  any 
choices  that  are  going  to  offend 
anybody,  so  subsequently  you  have 
this  bland  television  show  with  the 
jokes  you've  heard  a  billion  times, 
just  slightly  different.  I  think  in  Cana- 
dian shows,  in  some  cases,  they  take 
more  chances." 

It's  tougher  as  a  Canadian  show 
to  find  an  audience,  however,  but 
Hunter  feels  that  this  is  mostly  a 
matter  of  promotion.  And  also  of 
overcoming  prejudice. 

"I  think  we  have  a  tendency  to 
believe  that  Canadian  stuff  is  boring 


COURTESY  COMEDY  NETWORK 

or  that  it's  not  very  good,  because 
we've  either  seen  something  that 
appears  Canadian  to  us  because  it's 
over-lit  or  it  has  that  'Canadian"  look 
to  it,  and  that  has  something  to  do 
with  how  much  money  they've  got 
to  spend  or  who  the  people  involved 
are.  But  usually  the  products  are 
pretty  good;  they  do  much  more 
with  what  little  money  they  have." 

Director  Shawn  Alex  Thompson 
(well-known  local  triple-threat 
writer/actor/director)  is  equally  en- 
thused about  working  on  a  Canadian 
production.  Canadian  patriotism 
seems  to  be  a  running  theme  in  all 
our  conversations  with  cast  and 
crew  today.  There's  a  real  sense  that 
they're  glad  to  be  here  working  in 
Canada. 

In  fact,  Thompson  had  a  grand 
statement  about  a  sort  of  renais- 
sance occurring  in  Canadian  televi- 
sion, with  a  new  wave  of  talent  get- 
ting a  chance  to  prove  themselves 
who  don't  have  an  interest  in  repli- 
cating low-budget  versions  of  what 
the  Americans  are  doing.  However, 
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Taking  it  off 


by  LIZZIE  McNEELY 


The  art  of  peeling  is  hot  in 
the  local  clubs,  but  a  cat  fight 
may  be  brewing  between  the 
queens  of  the  scene 


Two  burlesque  troupes,  both  alike 
in  sensuality,  in  fair  Toronto,  is 
where  we  lay  our  scene;  sly  market- 
ing inspires  fresh  enmity,  where 
ruffled  feather  boas  leave  stages 
unclean. 

Yes,  unbeknownst  to  the  popula- 
tion at  large,  a  feud  wages  in  our 
city  with  all  the  makings  of  a  com- 
pelling drama:  mistaken  identities, 
a  war  of  words  and  women  who 
dance  erotically  with  pasties  on 
their  nipples. 

A  recent  transplant  to  Toronto, 
Cecilia  Bravo  of  the  Fluffgirl  Bur- 
lesque Society,  has  brought  a  taste 
of  Vancouver's  thriving  burlesque 
scene  to  our  city  in  the  form  of  Bur- 
lesque Night  every  Wednesday  up- 
stairs at  the  El  Mocambo.  However, 
the  established  burlesque  groups 
of  Toronto,  united  co-operatively 
under  the  Toronto  Burlesque  and 
Vaudeville  Alliance  (TBVA),  have 
accused  the  El  Mo  burlesque  orga- 
nizers of  using  sneaky  promotion 
techniques:  booking  shows  on  the 
same  nights  as  TBVA  troupe  shows 
and  posting  announcements  on  the 
TBVA  message  board  under  the 
false  guise  of  one  of  Toronto's  most 
notorious  burlesque  performers, 
Sasha  Van  Bon  Bon,  Eye  Weekly 
sex  columnist  and  member  of  lo- 
cal troupe  The  Scandelles.  These 
tactics  contradict  the  precise 
aims  of  the  TBVA  message  board, 
a  medium  for  burlesque  groups 
to  organize  so  as  to  avoid  double 
bookings,  and  to  work  collectively 
to  further  the  popularity  and  qual- 
ity of  burlesque  in  Toronto. 

Of  the  El  Mo  burlesque  pro- 
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Fluffgirl  founder  Cecilia  Bravo. 

moters'  tactics,  specifically  the 
unauthorized  use  of  her  name, 
Sasha  says,  "What  they  hope  to  ac- 
complish by  this  is  beyond  me,  but 
this  silliness  is  not  what  1  want  for 
myself,  or  my  burlesque  troupe,  or 
cabaret  in  general  in  Toronto." 

However,  uninitiated  in  the  To- 
ronto burlesque  tradition  of  work- 
ing co-operatively,  Cecilia  Bravo 
is  puzzled  by  the  fuss  her  troupe 
has  stirred  up.  She  sees  double- 
bookings  as  inevitable  in  any  busy 
arts  community,  and  denies  hostile 
motivations.  Though  she  regrets 
offending  her  fellow  artists,  she 
speculates  that  some  healthy  ri- 
valry between  burlesque  groups 
may  inspire  wider  interest  in  the 
local  burlesque  scene. 

Certainly,  the  turnout  at  the 
first  of  the  El  Mocambo  burlesque 
nights  speaks  to  Bravo's  optimism. 
While  the  Alice  in  Wonderland-like 
elongated  dimensions  of  the  El 
Mocambo's  second  floor  kept  the 
room  from  feeling  crowded,  arriv- 
ing half  an  hour  before  the  show 
(key  for  paying  cheaper  cover 
charge)  1  found  all  chairs  occupied. 
Initially  slow  to  react,  the  bar  staff 
eventually  brought  up  more  chairs 
for  the  growing  crowd  of  both  expe- 
rienced burlesque  fans  and  curious 


first-timers. 

The  performers  paralleled  the 
makeup  of  the  crowd,  with  acts  that 
revealed  a  range  of  experience, 
from  the  seductive  and  clearly 
skilled  Oriental  fan  dance  of  Chesty 
le  Roux  (member  of  Toronto's  The 
Harlettes),  to  newcomer  and  star 
of  the  evening  Dolly  de  Wild's  en- 
dearing snow-bunny  strip  show, 
done  bouncily  to  Dean  Martin's 
"Let  It  Snow".  Likewise,  there  was 
a  range  in  act  types,  from  the  more 
conventional  sex-kitten  strip  of 
Fluffgirl  member  Sistinas,  to  the 
unusual  flashlight-swinging  Vegas 
showgirl-like  duo  Les  Femmes  de 
Feux.  Cecilia  Bravo,  in  the  persona 
of  German  dominatrix  Mistress  Von 
Minx,  announced  each  act  with 
delightfully  cheesy  comments  such 
as,  "She'll  shiver  your  timber  and 
swash  your  buckle." 

All  together,  the  evening  had 
an  atmosphere  comparable  to  a 
middle  school  talent  show:  the  acts 
were  slightly  amateur  but  clearly 
lovingly  practiced,  and  though  they 
seemed  a  channel  for  sexual  ener- 
gy, the  acts  often  failed  to  manifest 
as  seductive. 

However,  this  comparison 
shouldn't  be  interpreted  as  nega- 
tive. Quite  the  opposite,  in  fact — I 
(and  apparently  the  cheering 
crowd  also)  found  this  fun  amateur 
take  on  what  is  'sexy'  a  welcome 
change  to  the  airbrushed,  cookie- 
cutter  image  of  sexiness  promoted 
incessantly  in  the  mainstream 
media. 

It  is  much  easier  for  most  women 
to  identify  with  and  appreciate  the 
sexual  energy  of  a  chubby  woman, 
whose  butt  crack  is  peeking  out  of 
the  top  of  her  underwear,  doing 
an  absurd  strip  show  in  a  pirate 
costume  than  to  identify  with  the 
model  on  the  cover  of  the  Victoria's 
Secret  catalogue.  Perhaps  this  is 
why  the  audience  at  this  event  was 
predominantly  women,  unlike  the 

See  BURLESQUE  on  page  16 


LASER  VISION  CORRECTION 


Andrew  Ta 

20,000 
proced 


Experience 

Across  Canada,  LASIK  MD 
doctors  have  performed  over 
100,000  laser  vision  correction 
procedures,  more  than  any 
other  group. 

Technology 

We  offer  patients  state-of-the-art 
technology  and  eye  evaluation 
equipment,  including  the 
Bausch  &  Lomb  Zyoptix  laser. 

Results 

The  large  majority  of  our 
patients  achieve  20/20  vision. 

-"esults  you  can  see. 


FINAMCJNG  AVAtlAMLE 


Our  fee  covers:  pre-procedure  examinations,  laser 
treatment  and  follow-up. 


•  Valid  until  February  29,  2004. 

Prices  may  var^'  based  on  prescription  strength. 

Applicable  to  surgery  of  both  eyes. 


Prices  starting  at 


EXCELLENT  CARE 


f     A  ^i/y^  HMr%  THAT'S  AFFORDABLE 

■  ■■  H  11^  (416)  DOCTORS 


(416)  362-8677 


Montreal  •  Toronto  •  Mississauga  •  Niagara  Falls  •  Calgary 


1-866-366-2020  •  www.lasikmd.com 


designer  frames  •  on-site  lab  •  high  quality  lenses 


Doctors 

Jerry  Nolfi  |  Upen  Kawale 

Optometrists 

1  eye  exams  ■  eyeglasses  ■  contact  lenses  •     .-y;  ^ 
laser  surgery  consultations 

MANULIFE  CENTRE  •  55  BLOOR  ST.  W.  (AT  BAY)  •  416-966  I955 

www.torontoeyecare.com 


GOP  DiscQonGS  on 

Top  Deck  Tours! 

Book  your  Top  Deck  tour  early"  and  save  up  to 
15%  with  this  Travel  CUTS  exclusive.  ^ 

Drop  by  your  local  Travel  CUTS  shop  for  more 
details  or  to  pick  up  a  brochure. 


'^y'^ccA  EUROPE'S 
/        .  BEST 

/  "*''^"""«f0Mte  IS -30  something 


TRAVEL  CUTS 

See  ffte  tvo/W  your  way 


187  College  St. 
416-979-2406 


TICO#  132A998 


"Purchase  selected  lours  in  January  and  save  up  to  15%,  in  Februarv  -unc*  save  up  to  '2.%%.  or  in  .^a-'ch  and  save  ic%.  Appiies  io 
selected  departures  of  European  tours  over  10  days,  exdudmg  sin^te  destinatiofi  tnps  to  Turkey  or  Egypt  Othe'"  cofidiirons  may  app^y. 
Space  is  limited  -  book  early  to  avoid  disappcintment. 


Travel  CUTS  is  (ywned  &  operated  by  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Students. 


www.traveUuts.com 


Hart  House  Art  Competition 


Judges  include 
Lupe  Rodriguez,  artist 
Stephen  Cruise,  artist 
Wayne  Baerwaldt,  director, 
The  Power  Plant 


Submission  Dates 
(see  entrv  form  for 
rules  and  times) 
March  5* 
and6'',  2004 

Exhibition  Dates 
March  11*  to 
April  8^  2004 


First  Prize: 

$400 
Second  Prize: 

S325 
Third  Prize; 
S272 

itioiis  for  thi  Arbor  Room  will  be  chosen  by  the  Art 
mittee  froni  tfie  entries  submitted  to  the  competition, 
Open  to  ttj^of  T  students  and  Hart  House  members. 

"/ 
i 

'entry  forms  abiiable  at  Hart  House  near  the  Porters'  desk 
&  at  the  Fine  Arts  Departments  at  UTM  and  UTS, 
For  further  information;  (416)  978-8398 


HART  HOUSE  •  Univetsily  of  Toronlo 
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Young  soul 

Brit  wonder  kid  Joss  Stone  may  sing  the  blues,  but 
she's  really  a  bubbly  teen  on  the  verge  of  stardom 


byCARALOVEROCK 


At  the  age  of  16,  blonde,  blue-eyed 
and  incredibly  bubbly  Brit  Joss  Stone 
has  released  her  first  album.  But 
before  you  lump  her  in  with  all  the 
other  teen  pop  princesses  storming 
the  charts,  you  should  listen  to  her 
sing. 

With  a  remarkably  soulful  voice, 
she  is  often  compared  to  the  late, 
great  Janis  Joplin  and  some  of  the 
legendary  soul  and  blues  singers.  As 
it  happens.  Stone's  debut  album,  The 
Soul  Sessions,  is  a  collection  of  classic 
soul  covers  (with  the  exception  of  a 
slow-burn  gender-bender  version  of 
the  White  Stripes'  "Fell  in  Love  With 
A  Girl").  Critics  have  expressed  won- 
der that  a  white  teenager  from  the 
U.K.  can  sing  soul  so  effortlessly,  and 
even  celebs  like  Tom  Cruise  are  big 
fans.  So  it's  surprising  when  asked 
if  she  thinks  her  voice  can  improve. 
Stone  replies,  "Oh  God,  yeah.  By  like 
a  million.  I'm  in  trouble  if  it  doesn't." 

In  town  this  past  fall  on  a  promo- 
tional tour  for  the  album  (and  a  gig 
opening  for  Simply  Red  at  Massey 


Hall),  Stone  sat  down  with  the  Varsity 
to  talk  about  her  rapid  ascension  in 
the  music  scene.  It's  remarkable  to 
find  that  the  success  has  not  gone 
to  her  head  despite  her  young  age. 
In  fact.  Stone  seems  very  down-to- 
earth  when  talking  about  the  sudden 
fame,  saying,  "It's  weird.  It's  definitely 
strange  to  be  thrown  into  this  world. 
It's  not  that  overwhelming  anymore. 
1  think  it's  meant  to  be.  It's  definitely 
a  good  thing.  It's  not  like,  'Oh,  my 
God.  I'm  not  sure  I  want  to  do  this.' 
I  haven't  got  any  doubts  in  my  mind 
that  this  is  what  I  want  to  do." 

Is  she  afraid  of  being  lumped  in 
with  all  the  other  Britney  wannabes? 
Stone  is  more  headstrong  than  one 
would  expect:  "I  don't  want  to  be  pi- 
geonholed into  anything.  I  just  want 
everybody  to  listen  to  [the  album]. 
It's  not  about  what  I  look  like.  That's 
why  I  like  on  the  cover  you  can't  re- 
ally see  my  face.  Because  the  point  is 
it  doesn't  matter  what  I  look  like." 

Talking  as  if  she  is  already  a  vet- 
eran. Stone  notes  of  how  she  came 
to  realize  her  own  potential,  "I  always 
thought  it  would  be  cool  to  be  a  sing- 


Sweet  sixteen:  Soul  sister  Joss  Stone 


PHOTO  COURTESY  EMI  MUSIC  CANADA 


er,  but  doesn't  every  little  girl  think 
that?  I  never  thought  it  was  actually 
something  I  could  do  until  I  was,  like, 
twelve." 

It  was  around  that  time  that  Stone 
got  her  big  break  on  one  of  those 
television  talent  contests,  a  British 
version  of  Star  Search  called  Star  for 
a  Night.  Looking  back,  the  memory 
of  how  lame  the  show  was  is  not  lost 
on  Stone  as  she  remarks,  "It  was  hor- 


rible. It  was  really,  really  horrible." 
She  is  thankful  for  the  opportunity, 
however,  as  she  scored  her  manage- 
ment deal  out  of  the  experience. 
"Jackie  [her  manager]  saw  me  on 
TV  and  then  rang  up  the  people," 
Stone  explains.  A  record  deal  quickly 
followed  and  her  music  career  was 
under  way. 

She  began  by  working  with  noted 
•70s  R&B/soul  singer  Betty  Wright, 


reviewii>tlieyarsity.ca 

who  turned  into  something  of  a 
mentor  to  the  fledgling  artist.  "I  was 
writing  with  her  for  my  album,"  Stone 
explains.  "So  we  got  along  really  well 
and  I  was  like,  'I  really  want  to  work 
with  her  again.  " 

The  album  Stone  is  referring  to  is 
her  'proper'  debut  album  that  has  yet 
to  come  out  (it's  expected  sometime 
this  year).  It  was  Wright  suggested 
who  suggested  doing  an  album  of 
covers.  Stone  says.  "She  got  the  idea 
to  do  The  Soul  Sessions  to  introduce 
my  album.  It  was  meant  to  be  four  or 
five  tracks  and  then  it  turned  into  ten. 
So,  like,  a  whole  album."  Two  of  those 
songs  were  produced  by  popular 
American  hip-hop  band  The  Roots, 
an  experience  that  Stone  relishes. 
She  gushes,  "It  was  cool.  They're  re- 
ally nice  people." 

Like  any  teenager,  Stone  is  con- 
flicted about  superstardom,  having 
some  idea  of  what  that  encompasses. 
"I'm  not  sure  what  I  want,"  she  ad- 
mits. "On  one  hand,  I  want  the  fame 
because  the  only  way  I'm  gonna  get 
people  to  hear  me  is  that  way.  But 
on  the  other  hand,  it's  not  impor- 
tant, because  it's  music."  The  idea 
that  millions  of  young  fans  around 
her  own  age  might  be  looking  up  to 
her  is  scary,  she  confesses,  but  her 
response  is  mature  and  composed: 
"There's  a  pressure.  But,  I'm  never 
gonna  try  and  be  someone  I'm  not 
just  because  there's  a  camera  in  my 
face.  So  what?  I'm  still  gonna  do  what 
I'm  gonna  do.  I'm  human." 


Double  the  power  of  your  degree 


the  postgraduate  certificate  in  e-Business 

Your  university  degree  was  the  first  part  of  the  journey:  Humber  is 
the  next.  In  just  one  year,  our  new  leading-edge  program  can  launch 
you  into  the  wired  world  of  e-Business.  You'll  cover  everything  from 
e-marketing  and  branding  to  electronic  commerce,  and  more. 
Call  (416)  675-6622,  ext  3337, 

or  e-mail  edmund.baumann@humber.ca         fjl  HUMBER 

The  Business  School 


business,  humberc.  on 


Promotional  items? 

artik.ccim 

Rush  service,  great  value? 

artik.com 


forms    clocks  ^^gs 


Golf,  i^l 

"labels /Slices']  T^^j,  ''^"^ 


Poc«e!  co-ROMs 


Custom  Printing  &  Embroidery 
Rush  Service,  On-Time  Delivery 


Double  the  power  of  your  degree 


What's  a  company's  greatest  resource? 


People. 


Begin  a  new  career  with  Number's  8-month 
post-graduate  certificate  program  in 

Human  Resources  Management 

Organizations  of  all  types  and  sizes  acknowledge  that  their  most 
valuable  asset  is  their  employees.  As  a  result,  there's  a  high  demand 
for  professionals  trained  in  the  management  of  people.  Humber  can 
give  you  the  skills  you  need,  and  prepare  you  for  professional 
designation/accreditation  by  the  Human  Resource  Professionals 
Association  of  Ontario  (HRPAO). 

Call  (416)  675-6622,  ext  3381,  |J|  HUMBER 

or  e-mail  graeme.simpson@humber.ca  The  Business  School 
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Free,  confidential  health 

advice  from  people 
who  are  actually  qualified 

to  give  it. 


Telehealth  Ontario 
1-866-79/^0000 

TTY:  1-866-797-0007 


Free  access  to  registered  nurses 
24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week. 
www.HealthyOntario.  com 


@  Ontario 
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HHUTU  UDURTtST  BRETT  RHYNO 

Writer  Brett  Rhyno  with  Bill,  whose  58  ventriloquist  partners  died 
in  mysterious  "accidents." 


PiPPETS»Conrmei  from  page  12 

karmaA  emerges  here  once  again 
with  teeth,  and  my  recorder  runs 
out  of  tape.  Damn  you,  Fortune!  The 
bitch  goddess  triumphs  again. 


The  second  twisted  season  of  ttie 
Gemini  Award-winning  Puppets 
Who  Kill  starts  Friday,  Jan.  30  at  10 
p.m.  on  Comedy.  Brave  guest  stars 
this  season  include  Joe  Flaherty 
rSCTV),  Mark  McKinney  fKids  in  the 
HalU,  and  Polly  Shannon  fTrudeauJ. 


Great  Summer  Counselor  Positions  —  Work  in  the  U.S. 


Residential  Summer  Camp  seeks  motivated  staff  in  individual  &  team  sports; 


•  baseball 

•  inline  hockey 

•  sailing 

•  canoeing 

•  RNs 


•  basketball 

•  golf 

•  mountainbiking 

•  fencing 

•  coaches 


•  tennis 

•  swimming 

•  backpacking 

•  ropes  courses 


•  soccer 

•  art/sculpture 

•  hiking 

•  gymnastics 


general  counselors 


Hundreds  of  positions.  Located  in  the  Berkshire  Mountains  of  Massachusetts 
just  2  1/2  hours  from  NYC/Boston.  Competitive  salaries  +  room  and  board. 
Internships  available.  Co-ed  staff.  We  arrange  for  visas.  Call: 

Camp  Greylock  for  Boys  @  1-800-842-5214  I  www.campgreylock.com 
Camp  Romaca  for  Girls  @  1-800-779-2070  I  www.romaca.com 


Have  Fun  •  Work  with  Kids  •  Make  a  Difference  •  Summer  in  New  England 


STUDY  IN  STYLE 
STUDENT  ACCOMMODATION 

at  centrally  located,  luxury 
Downtown  Toronto  Hotel 

Featuring: 

Unique,  modern,  fully  furnished  private  accommodations, 
'phone,  TV/cable,  high-speed  DSL  Internet  access. 
24  hour  security  service  and  more.. 
Sept.  to  April  housing 
(No  12  month  commitment  required) 
UNITS  from  $725.00  per  month. 

Tours  available  Mon.  -  Fri.  9:00  am  -  5:00  pm 

111  Carlton  Street 
Call:  Joseph  at  416-977-8000 


LAW  SCHOOL  PREPARATION 
SEMINAR 


Jan  3P*  (Sat)  10:00am~l:00pm  (3  hours) 

l:00on~l:30pm  (break)  $150 
l:3Gpm~4:30pm  (3  hours) 

1.  Includes  worksh(jp  on  note  taking  and  case  tjriefing 

2.  Learn  how  to  write  a  first  class  law  exam 

.3.  Complete  set  of  first  year  law  study  notes  pnwidecl  FREE 


McKinsey  International  College 

r     ^  433  Yonge  St.  2nd  Floor,  Toronto  Ontario  MSB  1T3 
♦  W*./  Phone:  (416)  977-9800,  Fax:  (416)  977-9801 
www.micollege.ca 


UNIVERSITY 


FRI.  JAN.  30 
BASKETBALL 
DOUBLEHEADER 

vs.  Queen's 
Women  6  p.m.  /  Men  8  p.m. 

Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 

WOMEN'S  HOCKEY 

vs.  Windsor  -  7:30  p.m. 

Varsity  Arena 

SAT.  JAN.  31 
WOMEiy'S 
VOLLEYBALL 

vs.  Lakehead  -  2  p.m. 

Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 


SAT.  JAN.  31 
WOMEN'S  HOCKEY 

vs.  Western  -  7:30  p.m. 
Varsity  Arena 

BASKETBALL 
DOUBLEHEADER 

vs.  RMC 
Women  6  p.m.  /  Men  8  p.m. 

Athletic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 

SUN.  FEB.  1 
VOLLEYBALL 
DOUBLEHEADER 

Women  vs.  Lakehead  @  I  p.m. 
Men  vs.  McMaster  @  3  p.m. 

Athktic  Centre  -  Sports  Gym 


Check  our  www.varsityblues.ca  for  more  information. 
U  ofT  students  free  with  valid  Student  Card. 


SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED 

Looking  for  men  between  the  ages  of 
18-38  to  participate  in  a  sperm  donor 
program  that  pays  up  to  $190  weekly. 
Call  XYTEX  at  416-924-3021. 

HAVE  THE  SUMMER  OF  YOUR  LIFE 

At  a  prestigious  coed  sleepaway  camp 
in  the  beautiful  Pocono  Mountains  of 
Pennsylvania,  2  Vi  hours  from  NYC. 
We're  seeking  counselors  who  can 
teach  any  Team  &  Individual  Sports, 
Tennis,  Gymnastics,  Horseback  Riding, 
mt.  Biking,  Theatre,  Tech  Theatre, 
Circus,  Magic,  Arts  &  Crafts,  Pioneering, 
Climbing  Tower,  Water  Sports,  Music, 
Dance,  Science,  or  Computers.  Kitchen 
and  maintenance  positions  also  avail- 
able. Great  salaries  and  perks.  Plenty 
of  free  time.  Internships  available  for 
many  majors.  On-campus  interviews 
on  February  4th.  Call  800-869-6083 
between  9  and  5  eastern  time  on 
weekdays  for  application,  brochure, 
&  information,  www.islandlake.com 
info@islandlake.com. 

KID'S  CAMP 

Near  Montreal  hiring  staff  for  Water- 
ski,  High-Ropers/Climbing  Walls, 
Drama  Director,  Golf,  Kayak,  Sail, 
Canoe,  Windsurf,  Swim,  Basketball, 
Tennis,  Soccer,  Baseball,  Pottery, 
Arts&Crafts,  Beadmaking,  Photo,  Archery, 
Gymnastics,  www.pripsteinscamp.com 
email  CV  to:  CAMP@BELLNET.CA 

GENERAL  HELP  WANTED  IN  A 
MEDICAL  CLINIC 

Part-time,  pays  $8  per  hour.  Call  416- 
.533-3636. 


SPADINA&HARBORD 

Available  immediately.  To  rent-single 
rooms  for  male  students.  Meal  plan 
included.  Please  call  416-923-,3318. 

LARGE  BEACH  DUPLEX  ON  AN 
AMAZING  STREET 

Stunning  2  storey,  2  bedrooms,  2  modern 
baths,  fireplace,  skylights,  &  free  top 
deck.  $1,800  plus  utilities.  Available  mid 
April.  Call  416-690-5100  Dianne  Chaput. 


Classifieds^ 

FURNISHED  BACHELOR  APARTMENT 

$700.00/month  (including  utilities) 
-  Private-Kitchen,  bedroom,  bathroom. 
Space  available  May  1/2004,  Palmerston 
Boulevard  at  the  Bloor  Subway.  Parking, 
laundry,  no- pets,  non-smoker,  separate 
entrance.  Reliable  -  references  are 
needed,  ideal  for  a  student.  Please 
telephone  (416)  531-5673  (please  leave 
a  message). 

RIVERDALE 

2  Bedroom  +  to  share.  Deck,  yard.  $500/ 
month.  Female  preferred.  416-526-9095. 


SKI  BIG  WHITE/SILVERSTAR 

For  $995,  Feb  14-21.  Includes:  flights, 
7  nights  accommodations,  6  day  lifts, 
transfers  and  all  taxes.  All  Ontario  Uni- 
versity SKI  Week.  Call  1-888-4SKICAN. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self- exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor.  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psvchotherapisL 
416-323-3425. 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies.  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessav@bellnet.ca 


KNOX  BOOK  SALE 

Feb.  4-5,  2004  in  the  Knox  College 
Library  59  St.  George,  9:00  AM  to  4:00 
PM.  Theology  and  other  subjects.  Free 

admi.ssion! 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr. 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  +. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 


COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C,  C++.  VB  and  Data  Structures. 
Tutoring,  Exam  Review.  Programming 
Lessons.  Ed  416-785-5115  students 
@cstutoring.com 

ESL TUTOR 

Certified  ESL  teacher  (U  of  T  English 
grad)  will  help  you  improve  conversa- 
tion, pronunciation,  TOEFL  grammar, 
writing  skills.  Good  rates.  Call  Lisa  (416) 
648-3186. 

TOO  MANY  ESSAYS 
TOO  LITTLE  TIME? 

Essay  Experts  Can  Helpl  We  provide 
essay  writing/editing/research  ser- 
vices. Professional  writers.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed!  No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 
1-877-974-TEXT  Essayexperts.ca 

GET  HELP  NOW 

Tutor.  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  133,135,136,  235,  CHM  138, 139, 
247,  PHYS  110,  STATS  221,  ECO  220.  Past 
tests  and  exams  with  solutions  available 
for  practice  (416)  785-8898. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue -Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 
issue -Monday  noon.  Enquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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KELLY  CLIPPERTON 

The  Scandelles  (L-R):  Cooter  Nipplestein,  Sasha  Van  Bon  Bon,  and  Kitty  Neptune. 


BURLESQUE>>  Continued  from  page  13 

mostly  "gentlemen"  audiences  of  burlesque's 
heyday  in  the  1920s. 

The  presence  of  bodies  that  challenge  con- 
ventional notions  of  beauty  is  a  characteristic 
of  burlesque  that  both  Cecilia  Bravo  and  Sa- 
sha Van  Bon  Bon  support.  Bravo  herself  got 
involved  in  burlesque  as  a  venue  to  express 
her  alternative  1950s-inspired  style,  a  style 
not  validated  in  the  conventional  bar  scene. 
As  for  Sasha,  she  finds  burlesque  appealing 
because  it  demonstrates  that  there  are  "dif- 
ferent types  of  women  in  this  world  and  they 
have  an  indelible  sexual  presence  that's  been 
ignored." 

However,  Kristine  "The  Ripple"  Inez,  an 
erotic  dance  instructor/historian  (and  under 
another  identity,  a  Varsity  alumnus),  points 
out  that  though  burlesque  claims  to  challenge 
conventional  notions  of  beauty,  the  Toronto 
scene  remains  mostly  white. 

Inez  models  herself  after  1950s  African- 
American  burlesque  star  Lottie  "the  Body" 
Graves,  yet  has  found  in  her  research  that 
both  currently  and  in  the  past,  black  women 
have  remained  largely  absent  from  bur- 
lesque. 

The  absence  of  black  performers  in  the 
past  stemmed  from  the  racial  segregation 
of  burlesque  clubs.  Burlesque  entertain- 
ment was  almost  exclusively  white  women 
performing  for  white  "gentlemen".  Therefore, 
Inez  sees  the  current  revival  of  burlesque  as 
a  time  when  past  gaping  absences  can  be  ad- 
dressed, saying,  "now  that  we  have  reclaimed 
burlesque,  we  can  either  keep  on  imitating 
the  established  icons  [blond  bombshells]  or 
push  the  envelope  further"  to  address  issues 
of  representation. 

Furthermore,  as  Inez  points  out,  alternative 
culture  in  Toronto  works  like  a  spirograph, 
where  drag  queen,  gothic,  pagan,  historical 
re-enactment,  burlesque  and  queer  scenes 
function  interdependently,  so  advocating  rep- 
resentation of  women  of  colour  in  burlesque 
may  serve  as  a  broader  challenge  to  the  white 
predominance  in  alternative  Toronto  culture. 


In  light  of  these  more  pressing  questions  of 
racial  representation,  the  feud  between  the 
Fluffgirl  troupe  and  the  TBVA  seems  rather 
trivial,  an  opinion  that  parties  on  both  sides 
appear  to  concede,  though  bitter  feelings  are 
always  difficult  to  surmount. 

Hopefully  the  rival  troupes  will  be  able  to 
overcome  their  differences  and  realize  that 
they  have  much  in  common.  Both  groups  have 
a  mission  to  provide  women  with  a  venue  to 
express  and  reclaim  their  sexuality,  while  ed- 
ucating and  entertaining  audiences  with  their 
challenge  to  conventional  sexual  representa- 
tions. As  well,  both  groups  remain  optimistic 
about  the  future  of  burlesque  in  Toronto.  Sa- 
sha believes  more  women  outside  of  the  main- 
stream can  discover  a  place  for  themselves  as 
entertainers  in  burlesque,  and  Cecilia  Bravo 
has  a  vision  of  Toronto  being  able  to  sustain 
burlesque  nights  every  night  of  the  week,  as 
is  the  case  in  New  York  City.  Bravo  sees  her 
troupe  as  advancing  this  goal  by  bringing 
choice  and  variety  to  the  burlesque  scene. 

As  Sasha  says,  people  in  general  need  to  pos- 
sess more  humour  about  their  own  sexuality, 
"an  essential  quality  in  being  a  more  healthy 
person  in  general."  Let's  apply  this  statement 
to  the  Toronto  burlesque  scene — more  fun 
and  less  feuding  will  provide  this  form  of  per- 
formance with  the  respect  it  deserves  as  an 
outlet  for  all  women  to  feel  comfortable  with 
their  sexual  selves. 

El  Mocambo's  (464  Spadina)  burlesque 
nights  continue  every  Wednesday  night  at 
10:30  p.m.  The  Fluffgirl  troupe  will  spend 
the  spring  touring  Canada,  but  do  have 
two  local  dates  coming  up  -  a  Valentine's 
Day  bash  at  the  new  Drake  Hotel  (1150 
Queen  W.),  and  as  part  of  the  wacky 
Lucha  Va  Voom  event  (Mexican  wrestling 
is  involved)  at  the  Kool  Haus  March  4  and 
5  (132  Queen's  Quay  E.).  The  Scandelles 
present  My  Bloody  Valentine  Feb.  13th  at 
Lee's  Palace  (yes,  kids,  the  renovations  are 
finally  done).  For  more  info  on  local  bur- 
lesque, keep  an  eye  on  the  listings  in  the 
alt-weeklies,  and  check  out  eyeteaser.com/ 
fluffgirl  and  thescandelles.com. 
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CINEPLEX  ODEON 

CARLTON  CINEMAS  * 

20  CARLTON  AT  COLLEGE  SUBWAY  •  416-598-2309 

FAMOUS  PLAYERS 

CANADA  SQUARE  # 

2190YONGE  STREET  AT  EGLINTON  •  416-646-0444 

ALLIANCE  ATLANTIS 

CUMBERLAND  4  * 

159  CUMBERUND  •  416-699-5971 

ALLIANCE  ATLANTIS 

BAYVIEW  VILLAGE  # 

BAYVIEW  &  SHEPPARO  •  416-699-5971 
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Bring  it  on:  divided  SAC  set  to  spar 


by  IAN  HA 

VARSITY  STAFF  

Heads  will  clash  at  the  forthcoming 
Feb.  5  Student's  Administrative  Coun- 
cil Annual  General  Meeting  (AGM)  as 
student  leaders  seek  to  reject  a  set 
of  proposed  constitutional  changes 
that  they  say  "threatens  democracy." 
The   changes,    spearheaded  by 


University  College  SAC  rep  Mark 
Graham  and  SAC  president  Ashley 
Morton,  include  dividing  SAC's  Board 
of  Directors  into  two  operating  bod- 
ies, removing  all  references  to  class 
and  race  in  the  mission  statement, 
and  running  future  elections  on  a 
slate  system. 

Although  most  SAC  members 
agree  a  major  overhaul  is  needed. 


some  are  upset  the  reforms  entered 
the  agenda  without  consultation. 
"Why  did  this  get  snuck  in  by  the 
back  door?"  said  Alex  Artful-Dodger, 
VP  Operations. 

"If  you  want  to  restructure  SAC, 
have  an  open  process,"  said  VP  of 
University  Affairs  Howard  Tam. 
"There  needs  to  be  a  thorough  con- 
sultative process " 


Morton,  who  was  able  to  push  the 
reforms  straight  to  the  AGM  by  col- 
lecting 500  signatures  agreeing  to  the 
new  constitution,  has  admitted  as 
much.  "We  didn't  do  consultation  as 
much  as  we  should  have,"  he  said. 

Since  the  new  constitution's  un- 
veiling, opponents  have  pounced  on 
those  points  they  feel  threaten  stu- 
dent input.  Artful-Dodger,  who  wrote 


the  summarized  proxy  document  to 
be  presented  at  next  week's  meeting, 
says  the  proposed  change  to  "ap- 
point" SAC  reps  by  college  council 
members  rather  than  through  elec- 
tions reeks  of  cronyism. 

"You're  removing  the  opportu- 
nity for  students  to  get  involved  with 

See  V  K  on  page  2 


LILY  WONG 

(L-R)  Moneeza  Ahmed,  Dylan  Rae  anA  Sara  Kleiman  frolic  in  the  snow  in  front  of  University  College.  Earlier  this  week,  snowstorms  knocked  out  power  at  the  U  of  T  dentistry  building 
and  forced  the  cancellation  of  a  number  of  classes  both  Monday  and  Tuesday.  Students  also  reported  large  chunks  of  accumulated  snow  falUng  from  the  roofs  at  Victoria  College. 


Scarborough  votes  to 
merge  with  SAC 


by  VANESSA  HRKEV 


Results  are  still  unofficial,  but  it 
is  likely  that  students  at  U  of  T's 
Scarbrough  campus  have  voted  to 
be  represented  by  an  amalgamated 
SCSU,  instead  of  two  separate  orga- 
nizations. 

On  Jan.  20-21,  students  at  UTSC 
participated  in  a  referendum  to 
decide  whether  or  not  to  merge 


SAC  and  SCSU  (Scarborough  Cam- 
pus Student  Union).  The  proposed 
merger  of  the  two  student  asso- 
ciations was  met  with  criticism  and 
support. 

Supporters  of  the  unification  claim 
that  under  one  student  association 
UTSC  students  would  be  better 
represented  within  the  university 
as  a  whole.  They  argue  that  within 
the  current  system,  issues  that  are 


of  concern  to  UTSC  are  being  ne- 
glected, since  St.  George  students, 
not  UTSC  students,  are  representing 
Scarborough  Campus  at  the  univer- 
sity's administration  level.  With  the 
proposed  merger,  UTSC  students 
will  represent  Scarborough  campus 
within  the  university's  student  gov- 
ernment. Also,  SAC  and  SCSU  fees 
will  be  combined  to  create  one  fee 
that  will  go  directly  to  SCSU,  who 
will  then  decide  how  the  money  is 
spent.  Currently,  the  SAC  fee  that 
UTSC  students  pay  is  sent  down- 
town and  Scarborough  students 
have  little  or  no  say  on  how  it  is 

See  \  ()  I  h  '.  on  page  4 


The  joys 
of  nothing 


U  of  T  scientists 
crack  SARS  code 


byANNASHALAGINOVA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


U  of  T  researchers  have  discovered 
that  the  SARS  virus  was  formed  by 
a  combination  of  viruses  from  bird 
and  mammalian  hosts.  Graduate 
student  John  Stavrinides,  who  made 
Severe  Acute  Respiratory  Syndrome 
his  Ph.D.  project  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  Dr.  David  Guttman,  had  his 


Anthrax 
vs.  cancer 


findings  published  in  the  January 
issue  of  the  Journal  of  Virology. 

Although  Stavrinides  normally 
works  on  plant  pathogens,  he  was 
curious  about  SARS.  "When  the 
SARS  coronavirus  [DNA  sequence 
was  published]. ..I  was  genuinely 
interested  in  the  [virus's  history]. 
So  from  pure  curiosity.  I  had  the 

S  i/i'.S'     Continued  from  page  8 
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"Lost  Canadian"  snubbed  by  Chancellor  Poy 


by  GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


U  of  T  Chancellor  Vivienne  Poy 
probably  doesn't  know  it,  but  the 
frosty  weather  saved  her  from  an 
equally  frosty  confrontation  on 
Tuesday. 

If  the  weather  had  not  closed 
the  university  on  Tuesday  evening, 
and  if  a  President's  Circle  reception 
at  the  Thomas  Fisher  Rare  Book 
Library  had  not  been  cancelled, 
Chancellor  Poy  would  have  met 
Don  Chapman,  a  citizenship  and  im- 
migration activist  and  a  prominent 
donor  to  U  of  T. 

"I  was  not  going  to  be  polite,"  said 
Chapman. 

Chapman's  family  has  a  his- 
tory with  U  of  T;  both  his  father  and 
grandfather  graduated  here,  and  the 
Chapman  Chair  in  Clinical  Sciences 
at  the  Dentistry  faculty  is  named  for 
his  parents. 

"I  go  back  200  years  in  this  coun- 
try," Chapman  says  proudly.  But 
despite  his  many  ties  to  Canada  and 
U  of  T,  Chapman  is  not  a  Canadian 
citizen,  though  he  dearly  wishes  to 


be — and  he  sees  Chancellor  Poy  as 
part  of  the  problem  instead  of  part 
of  the  solution. 

And  in  a  final  twist,  several  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  in  funding 
for  U  of  T  may  have  hinged  on  their 
meeting. 

Chapman  was  born  in  1954  in  Van- 
couver, but  in  1961  his  family  moved 
to  Hawaii  and  his  parents  took  out 
US  citizenship.  Under  Canadian 
citizenship  laws  at  the  time,  Chap- 
man became  an  American  citizen 
when  his  father  did,  although  he 
was  not  consulted  about  this  and 
never  voluntarily  gave  up  Canadian 
citizenship. 

Chapman  calls  it  "a  law  that 
makes  women  and  children  prop- 
erty. Canada  essentially  rendered  a 
child  stateless." 

An  amendment  to  the  Canadian 
Citizenship  Act  in  1977  means  it  is 
now  impossible  for  a  person  born 
in  Canada  to  be  stripped  of  their 
citizenship  involuntarily,  but  the 
change  was  not  retroactive.  As 
a  result,  people  born  in  Canada 
between  1947  and  1977  who  subse- 
quently emigrated  elsewhere  can- 


not reclaim  their  Canadian  citizen- 
ship without  going  through  the  long 
and  expensive  citizenship  process 
which  foreign-born  immigrants  do. 

"It's  so  widespread  that  it  has  the 
potential  to  affect  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  people,"  Chapman  says. 
"But  nobody  knows." 

Chapman  therefore,  is  a  leader  of 
the  group  he  calls  the  "Lost  Cana- 
dians," people  who  were  born  here 
but  legally  are  not  considered  Cana- 
dian, a  right  which  those  born  after 
1977  take  for  granted.  Chapman 
says  that  the  difference  is  simple 
discrimination. 

"Here's  Canada  claiming  to  be 
number  one  on  human  rights  issues, 
and  here  we  have  a  law  that  splits 
up  families,"  he  says.  "Is  this  really 
what  Canada  wants  to  stand  for?" 

The  reason  that  Chapman  planned 
a  chilly  reception  for  the  Chancel- 
lor is  that  when  he  asked  her  for 
help — Poy  is,  after  all,  a  member  of 
the  Canadian  senate  and  sister-in- 
law  of  Governor-General  Adrienne 
Clarkson — she  turned  him  down. 

"I  got  a  letter  from  her  saying 
'obviously  you've  fallen  through 


the  bureaucratic  cracks,  I'm  sorry, 
goodbye,"  says  Chapman.  He  is 
particularly  irked  that  Poy  is  a  fre- 
quent speaker  on  human  rights  and 
discrimination,  but  has  not  been  ac- 
tive in  fighting  the  citizenship  law  he 
feels  is  so  clearly  discriminatory. 

The  twist  is,  Chapman  is  in  charge 
of  his  family's  foundation,  which 
right  now  controls  "several  hundred 
thousand  dollars"  worth  of  funding 
at  U  of  T. 

"With  Vivienne  Poy  [as  Chancel- 
lor], I  have  no  inkling  of  giving  up 
this  money  unless  she  will  a)  resign 
(which  I'm  not  asking  her  to  do)  or 
b)  join  with  us." 

Chapman  is  quick  to  add  that  he 
is  not  threatening  to  withdraw  the 
money,  simply  that  he  will  not  allow 
it  to  be  used  as  long  as  Poy  is  Chan- 
cellor. While  it  may  not  be  spent 
now,  he  says,  "seven  years  from  now 
there  will  be  other  students."  (U  of  T 
Chancellors  serve  for  seven  years.) 

He  says  that  U  of  T  students 
can  help  him  and  help  themselves 
by  persuading  the  Chancellor  to 
change  her  tune. 

"Students  are  supposed  to  be  ac- 


Chancellor  Vivienne  Poy 

five  and  stand  up  for  issues.  That's 
what  students  are  about.  Is  the 
passion  missing  from  students  in 
Canada,  or  is  the  issue  unknown  to 
them?"  Chapman  says.  "I  don't  think 
the  students  know." 

Chapman  says  the  solution  is 
simple. 

"Please  understand  that  1  don't 
want  to  get  even  with  her,"  he  says. 
"I  want  her  help.  If  she  gets  on  board 
I'll  admire  her.  She'd  have  my  full 
support. 

"Please  Vivienne,  jump  on  board 
with  us.  Embrace  us  and  we'll  em- 
brace you." 


Computer  virus  worming 
its  way  through  U  of  T, 
students  cautioned 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Computer  experts  are  caution- 
ing the  U  of  T  community  not  to 
open  any  unexpected  email  at- 
tachments as  a  virus  known  as 
a  "worm"  makes  its  way  around 
the  globe. 

The  MyDoom  worm,  also 
known  as  the  Novarg  worm,  was 
first  picked  up  by  U  of  T  Comput- 
er and  Network  Services  Monday 
night,  noted  Bruce  Rolston,  man- 
ager of  web  and  info  services  for 
the  department  of  public  affairs. 

The  worm  is  carried  through 
email  attachments  with  filenames 
ending  with  .bat,  .cmd,  .exe,  .pif, 
.scr,  and  .zip. 

According  to  Rolston,  the  worm 
is  particularly  tricky  because  it 
also  attacks  Zip  files. 

So  far,  the  campus  has  re- 
mained relatively  unscathed, 
a  fact  which  Rolston  attributes 
to  user  savviness.  "People  on 
this  campus  are  getting  smarter 


about  these  things,"  he  noted 
adding  "Our  advice  is  to  avoid 
opening  attachments  unless  you 
are  expecting  them." 

Many  students  have  found  their 
inboxes  clogged  with  incompre- 
hensible messages  from  unknown 
senders,  but  Rolston  points  out 
that  this  does  not  mean  a  com- 
puter has  been  infected.  "Actual 
virus  messages  are  quite  rare," 
he  said,  noting  that  the  others 
are  simply  blowback  as  the  worm 
tries  to  compromise  new  comput- 
ers. "Don't  assume  you're  neces- 
sarily infected  just  because  you 
get  these  messages." 

According  to  early  news  re- 
ports, the  worm's  target  is  SCO 
Group,  Inc.  a  company  waging  a 
very  public  battle  against  Linux 
users.  SCO  claims  the  Linux  op- 
erating system  contains  software 
violating  the  company's  intellec- 
tual property.  Linux  is  an  open- 
source  system  that  rivals  Unix, 

Continued  on  next  page 
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SAC,"  she  said.  "It  turns  it  into  an  old- 
boys  club." 

Morton  is  incensed  at  such  claims, 
saying  SAC  reps  will  be  elected  as 
usual,  and  that  the  word  "appoint" 
was  meant  only  as  a  general  term 
included  to  cover  the  various  elec- 
tion procedures  carried  out  by 
each  college.  He  added  that  Artful- 
Dodger's  semantic  misquoting  was 
deliberately  done  to  be  used  as  politi- 
cal ammo  against  him  (Morton  and 
Artful-Dodger  hold  strong  political 
disagreements). 

"It's  been  phrased  in  a  negative 
way,"  he  said  of  the  proxy  document. 
"It's  put  in  a  negative  way' to  make 
[the  changes]  look  stupid." 

Still,  members  of  SAC  are  al- 
ready mobilizing  against  the  new 
constitution.  The  Equity  Commis- 
sion— whose  elimination,  along 
with  all  other  commissions,  is  being 
proposed — passed  a  unanimous 
decision  Monday  denouncing  the 
amendment  to  replace  the  mission 
statement  with  "SAC  shall  represent 
students."  Currently,  the  mission 
statement  includes  explicit  wording 
in  support  of  anti-racism  and  sexual 
diversity. 

Morton  hinted  at  the  current  mis- 
sion statement's  presumably  politi- 
cal overtones  as  a  reason  for  change. 
"It  limits  the  range  of  choices  [candi- 


dates] make  when  they  run  for  SAC," 
he  said,  but  added  it  was  more  an 
attempt  to  reduce  redundancy  and 
increase  clarity. 

A  chance  to  bring  harmony  back  to 
SAC  was  the  reason  behind  the  sug- 
gested replacement  of  commissions 
with  working  groups.  "At  the  commis- 
sion you  just  get  a  lot  of  people  vot- 
ing on  things,  and  arguing,  and  not 
working  on  projects,"  said  Graham. 
"If  we  take  care  of  that  competitive 
aspect  and  replace  that  with  a  work- 
ing group,  then  you're  adding  to  the 
volunteer  base  of  SAC  and  eliminat- 
ing some  of  the  contention." 

Such  an  arrangement  will  simply 
formalize  the  de  facto  relationship 
already  in  place  between  the  ex- 
ecutive and  the  commissions,  says 
Morton,  who  will,  according  to  the 
proxy  document,  have  the  power  to 
appoint  and  reject  potential  mem- 
bers (another  inaccuracy,  he  says). 
"We're  not  removing  power,"  he  said. 
"We're  making  the  structure  much 
more  flexible... 1  believe  that's  ap- 
propriate." 

"My  fear  is  that  these  working 
groups  are  only  open  to  just  the 
Board  of  Directors  or  just  the  ex- 
ecutive," said  Tarn,  who  overseas 
the  University  Affairs  Commission,  a 
group  made  up  of  dozens  of  student 
volunteers. 

More  contentious  still  is  the  pro- 
posed amendment  to  run  future 


elections  on  a  slate  system.  In  this 
system,  campaigners  run  and  are 
voted  in  as  a  team,  meaning  the 
future  executives  would  be  voted  in 
as  a  group,  campaigning  together. 
Currently,  members  of  the  executive 
are  voted  in  individually,  often  with 
divergent  viewpoints. 

VP  Equity  Julia  Munk  expressed 
worry  over  the  system's  fallout.  "Eq- 
uity will  suffer  because  one  of  the 
harder  parts  to  fill  on  a  slate  is  an 
equity  position,"  she  said. 

When  asked  if  not  having  opposi- 
tion members  at  the  executive  level 
threatens  the  democratic  process 
at  SAC,  Graham  answered:  "I'm  not 
convinced  we  have  it  perfect,  but  I 
suspect  it's  better  than  it  is  now." 

For  Morton,  who  admits  uncertain- 
ty over  the  system's  merits  since  talk- 
ing with  opponents,  the  arrangement 
does  have  benefits.  "Political  divi- 
sions wouldn't  happen  if  [everyone] 
was  on  a  slate,"  he  said.  Morton  may 
be  speaking  from  experience.  The 
political  rancour  and  venom  tossed 
between  Morton  and  Artful-Dodger 
during  the  last  election  has  lingered 
well  into  this  school  year.  Morton 
says  political  differences  are  a  "no- 
ticeable hindrance"  to  consensus 
building  this  year  at  SAC. 

Artful-Dodger  spoke  similarly  to 
that.  "SAC  is  not  a  friendship  club," 
she  said.  "The  adult  thing  to  do  is  to 
work  with  people  you  have." 
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Muslim,  Jewish  students 
bridge  gaps 


byNUZHATKHURSHID 

VARSITY  STAFF 


As  the  walls  of  hatred  and  animosity 
continue  to  build  in  the  Middle  East, 
some  fledgling  steps  toward  building 
bridges  were  undertaken  closer  to 
home. 

More  than  a  hundred  students, 
professors,  activists  and  concerned 
individuals  gathered  at  Hart  House 
on  Sunday  to  partake  in  a  unique  and 
timely  initiative  that  had  both  Israeli 
and  Palestinian  supporters,  Muslims 
and  Jews  leave  their  differences  at 
the  door  and  open  up  channels  of 
communication. 

"It  is  only  through  discussion  and 
communication  that  individuals  can 
understand  each  other,"  said  Safi- 
yyah  Ally,  a  coordinator  of  the  event. 
"We  do  not  believe  that  our  event  will 
suddenly  remove  differences  and 
tensions  between  the  various  com- 
munities. What  we  do  believe  is  that 
it  is  the  beginning  of  a  long  process. 
It  is  the  first  step,  and  we  believe  it 
will  go  a  long  way  towards  building 
understanding  and  trust  between 
the  two  groups." 

"We  don't  always  have  to  agree 
with  each  other,  but  we  do  have  to 
listen  to  each  other  with  respect 
and  try  to  understand  each  other's 
viewpoints,"  noted  Margaret  MacMil- 
lan,  provost  of  Trinity  College  and 
author  of  Paris  1919.  She  served  as 
moderator  for  the  introductory  panel 
portion  of  the  event. 

Entitled  "Towards  Peace  and  Rec- 
onciliation: Here  and  Abroad"  and 
presented  by  the  Peace  and  Conflict 
Society  at  U  of  T,  the  day-long  work- 


shop used  a  variety  of  avenues  to 
facilitate  dialogue  between  the  two 
groups.  The  event  started  off  with 
speakers  from  both  sides  sharing 
their  perspectives,  continued  with 
intimate  small-group  discussions, 
and  concluded  with  an  evening  of 
dinner  and  arts.  Frequent  breaks 
were  taken  to  allow  for  both  Muslim 
and  Jewish  prayers. 

"Is  it  worthwhile  to  compare  the 
pain?  Only  if  you're  trying  to  score 
points,"  stated  Rabbi  Marty  Lock- 
shin,  a  professor  of  Jewish  Studies. 
He  emphasized  that  the  aim  of  the 
workshops  should  not  be  to  purge 
emotions  but  to  eliminate  stereo- 
types and  build  up  a  basis  for  friend- 
ship so  that  "maybe,  just  maybe, 
the  people  of  Toronto  can  serve  as 
a  model  for  the  greater  Jewish  and 
Muslim  communities."  Professor 
Lockshin  also  criticized  the  media 
for  paying  undue  attention  to  hostil- 
ity between  the  two  groups  instead  of 
encouraging  positive  interaction. 

Hussein  Hamdani,  a  lawyer  and 
Islamic  activist,  said  that  faith  can  be 
an  instrument  of  resolution  instead 
of  a  pretext  for  bloodshed.  "We  will 
be  accountable  to  our  Creator  and  He 
will  ask  us,  'What  did  you  do  to  mend 
the  hearts  of  the  creation?  Were 
you  an  agent  of  rage  and  anger,  or 
reconciliation?'"  Hamdani  reminded 
the  audience  of  the  shared  heritage 
of  Muslims  and  Jews,  stating  it  was 
proof  that  peace  was  possible  with 
mutual  respect  and  dignity. 

"If  you're  really  serious  about 
making  peace  with  the  other  side, 
you  must  go  to  war  with  your  own 
prejudices,"  said  Mohammad  Alatar, 
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the  system  used  by  Microsoft. 
Linux  is  free,  whereas  Unix  must 
be  paid  for. 

The  actual  payload  of  the  My- 
Doom  attack  is  to  be  launched 
against  SCO's  Web  site  on  Feb. 
1,    where    infected  computers 


will  all  attempt  to  connect  to  the 
site.  The  flood  of  connections 
could  potentially  shut  down  the 
site.  This  is  known  as  a  distrib- 
uted Denial  of  Service  attack,  or 
DDOS. 

SCO  Group  is  currently  offering 
a  $250,000  reward  for  the  capture 
of  MyDoom's  creator. 


quipping,  "1  usually  don't  tell  people 
to  go  to  war,  but  for  this  one  I'll  even 
provide  the  weapons."  Alatar  is  the 
director  of  Palestinians  for  Peace  and 
Democracy  and  is  a  human  rights 
and  peace  activist. 

Although  the  media  was  not  al- 
lowed to  participate  in  the  smaller 
group  dialogues  for  the  confidential- 
ity and  corinfort  of  participants,  they 
were  invited  back  in  time  for  the  inno- 
vative Simoan  Circle,  where  spokes- 
persons from  each  of  the  groups  sat 
in  a  circle  and  shared  their  thoughts. 
With  participants  often  waxing  emo- 
tional, the  circle  allowed  individuals 
to  speak  about  positive  elements  as 
well  as  frustrations  they  had  encoun- 
tered while  engaged  in  dialogue. 

"Our  body  language  started  to 
reflect  the  progress  we  were  mak- 
ing. As  we  were  talking,  our  chairs 
started  moving  a  little  closer,"  said 
a  participant,  introducing  herself  as 
Rahel.  "It  was  a  very  positive  discus- 
sion in  an  open  atmosphere,"  agreed 
another  participant  named  Louise. 

Others  articulated  the  challenges 
faced  by  their  respective  communi- 
ties. Daniel  recounted  the  negative 
reaction  he  encountered  during  a 
protest  where  he  carried  a  placard 
pronouncing  himself  as  a  'Zionist  for 
peace  and  justice':  "1  had  a  ridiculous 
amount  of  people  come  up  to  me  and 
say  that  the  sign  was  an  oxymoron 
because  all  Zionists  are  racist."  Ba- 
sim,  a  Palestinian  sympathizer,  said 
that  the  Palestinian  community  often 
feels  isolated  and  easily  dismissed 
because  their  cause  seems  hopeless. 

Speakers  from  both  camps  agreed 
that  much  work  is  to  be  done  to  dis- 
mantle stereotypes  that  are  nurtured 
within  their  communities  regarding 
"the  enemy." 

"You  never  get  to  see  the  human- 
ity behind  the  other  group,"  said 
Fatima,  "the  event  has  opened  my 
eyes  to  a  lot  of  [the  Jewish  people's] 
struggles."  What  is  the  most  impor- 
tant thing  she  learned? 

"They're  just  like  us." 
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Gargoyle  makes  amends  with 
Hillel  over  editorial  slip 


by  NAOMI  FANCE 

VARSITV  STAFF 


The  last  few  months  have  been 
rough  ones  for  the  folks  at  University 
College's  Gargoyle  newspaper. 

Their  latest  edition  on  January  21 
was  the  first  one  since  Jewish  stu- 
dent group  Hillel  accused  them  of 
anti-Semitism  due  to  a  controversial 
editorial  note  to  one  of  the  contribu- 
tors in  November.  After  that  the  Gar- 
goyle went  out  of  production  until  the 
situation  was  investigated.  Friday's 
edition  of  the  Gargoyle  contains  none 
of  the  usual  tongue-in-cheek  content 
that  the  paper  is  known  for,  but  is 
devoted  to  explaining  the  course  of 
events  and  what  the  Gargoyle  staff 
has  done  to  remedy  the  damage  that 
the  comment  made. 

In  a  forum  on  Friday  in  the  Junior 
Common  room  at  UC  the  staff  read 
their  new  constitution  to  the  small 
group  of  Gargoyle  editors.  Hillel  pub- 
lic relations  co-ordinator  Johanna 
Herman  was  present,  and  so  was 
Nona  Robinson,  UC's  co-ordinator 
of  student  life.  A  couple  of  students 
also  attended.  The  forum  provided 
an  opportunity  to  discuss  the  new 
constitution  and  direction  of  the 


Gargoyle. 

Part  of  the  reason  that  the  contro- 
versial editorial  note  ever  went  to 
print  may  have  been  a  lack  of  organi- 
zation concerning  whose  job  it  was  to 
check  the  final  content  of  the  paper 
before  it  hit  the  newsstand.  Aaron 
Kimberely,  part  of  the  masthead  and 
a  features  editor  for  the  last  three 
years,  said  that  the  Gargoyle's  old 
constitution  was  not  written  by  cur- 
rent editors  and  no  one  really  knew 
it  existed.  The  Gargoyle  staff  is  now 
ready  to  move  forward  with  a  new 
constitution  that  covers  who  is  in 
charge  of  checking  content  and  hav- 
ing learned  some  valuable  lessons. 

Kimberley  said  that  he  and  his  fel- 
low staff  members  were  "absolutely 
and  without  question"  relieved  that 
the  whole  incident  was  now  behind 
them.  After  sensitivity  training 
classes  for  the  staff  and  months  of 
apologies,  Kimberley  said  that  for 
the  Gargoyle  "The  important  thing 
is  that  we've  resolved  it  with  Hillel." 
Unfortunately  he  feels  that  the  stu- 
dents at  University  College  may  not 
have  cared  so  much,  which  may  have 
been  reflected  in  the  poor  turnout  of 
students  at  the  forum. 

Changes  at  the  Gargoyle  will  not 


be  overt.  "The  office  will  be  different. 
We  will  have  a  per-edition  editor-in- 
chief  that  is  specifically  responsible 
for  checking  content."  Now  they  will 
have  production  meetings  that  will 
have  a  new  editor  each  time.  "That 
more  reflects  the  way  that  the  Gar- 
goyle has  worked  in  the  past." 

The  lesson  learned  above  all,  says 
Kimberley,  is  "the  difference  between 
the  intent  of  our  writing  and  the  way 
that  it  is  being  read... satire  isn't  sat- 
ire unless  it  can  be  understood  as 
such  by  the  readership  in  general." 
From  now  on  they  will  be  more  care- 
ful about  the  humour  that  they  print 
because,  as  Kimberley  concluded, 
"in-jokes  don't  function  as  credible 
journalism." 

For  Hillel's  part  Johanna  Herman 
says  that  she  is  satisfied  with  the 
work  that  the  Gargoyle  has  done  to 
redeem  itself  and  is  looking  forward 
to  a  new  and  improved  newspaper.  "I 
feel  that  they  have  done  a  good  job  in 
addressing  the  issue.  They  seem  ex- 
cited about  it."  She  wishes  that  more 
students  had  attended  the  forum 
because  she  says  she  likes  to  know 
what  students  are  thinking  about  at 
her  college. 
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spent  compared  to  the  larger  voice 
of  St.  George  members. 

Those  opposed  to  the  union  argue 
that  eliminating  SAC  from  Campus 
life  at  UTSC  will  ultimately  weaken 
ties  with  St.  George  campus,  further 
alienating  UTSC  from  the  university. 
Part-time  students  were  also  dis- 
trustful of  a  merger,  claiming  that 
their  needs  and  concerns  would 


not  be  heard  if  APUS  was  eliminated 
and  they  were  represented  solely 
bySCSU. 

The  unofficial  results  for  the  refer- 
endum showed  part-time  students 
were  overwhelmingly  objected  to 
a  union.  82  per  cent  voted  against 
a  merger  between  the  APUS  and 
the  SCSU.  Only  14  per  cent  of  part- 
time  students  were  in  favor,  while 
four  per  cent  of  the  votes  were 
rejected  ballots.  A  total  of  57  part- 


time  students  participated  in  the 
referendum. 

The  majority  of  full  time  students 
who  participated  in  the  referendum 
were  in  favor  of  the  amalgamation, 
with  67  per  cent  of  the  vote  while  37 
per  cent  were  against  the  merger. 
The  total  number  of  ballots  cast  for 
full  time  students  was  570.  The  re- 
sults of  the  referendum  will  remain 
unofficial  pending  the  ratification  by 
the  SCSU  Board  of  Directors. 


CFS  prepares  for 
National  Day  of  Action 


byFEONCHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Next  Wednesday,  students  all  across 
Canada  will  come  together  and  let 
their  voices  be  heard.  Feb.  4  is  the 
National  Day  of  Student  Action, 
where  students  from  British  Colum- 
bia to  Newfoundland  call  on  their 
governments  to  reduce  tuition  fees 
and  increase  federal  funding  for  post 
secondary  education. 

The  Day  of  Action  is  an  ongoing 
campaign  launched  by  the  Cana- 
dian Federation  of  Students  (CFS) 
with  the  aim  to  continue  its  effort  to 
reduce  the  cost  of  post  secondary 
education.  CFS  currently  represents 
more  than  450,000  students  from  col- 
lege and  university  students'  unions 
across  the  country,  including  the 
students  at  the  U  of  T. 

A  meeting  was  held  last  night  at  U 
of  T's  Bahen  Centre  to  plan  out  the 
big  day  and  finalize  the  details.  Steve 
Trott,  a  member  of  CFS  here  at  U  of 
T  noted  that  "this  kind  of  lobbying 
in  the  past  won  us  a  tuition  freeze 
from  the  new  Liberal  government 
at  Queen's  ParkDthat  means  for  the 
first  time  in  over  a  decade,  tuition 
fees  won't  go  up  next  September." 

Indeed,  one  of  the  items  on  Dal- 
ton  McGuinty's  agenda  is  to  freeze 
tuition,  improve  student  financial 
aid  and  provide  "tuition  waivers  for 
the  neediest  10  per  cent  of  students." 
The  new  government  also  promises 
to  add  50,000  college  and  university 
spots  for  Ontario  students. 

The  plan  for  the  day  at  U  of  T 
will  begin  at  Sidney  Smith.  A  "debt 
convocation"  will  be  held  at  1  pm. 
According  to  Alex  Artful-Dodger, 
Vice-President  Operations  for  SAC, 
the  "debt  convocation"  will  be  a 


spoof  of  an  actual  graduating  cer- 
emony. The  plan  is  to  have  Ranjini 
Ghosh,  president  of  the  Arts  and  Sci- 
ence Students'  Union,  to  act  as  the 
chancellor  and  hand  out  "honorary 
debt  degrees"  to  10  students.  The 
debt  degrees  will  show  the  actual 
amount  of  money  each  student  owes 
as  a  result  of  high  tuition  fees.  Also 
later  in  the  day,  there  will  be  a  march 
around  campus  ending  at  Simcoe 
Hall  where  President  Birgeneau 
and  other  speakers  will  address  the 
crowd  at  around  3  pm.  Elsewhere  in 
Toronto,  a  forum  titled  "Can  Student 
Aid  Compensate  for  Rising  Tuition 
Fees?"  will  take  place  at  the  Metro 
Hall  from  7pm  D  9pm. 

Numerous  events  will  be  hap- 
pening at  other  campuses  across 
Canada  as  well.  In  Halifax,  the  Mount 
St.  Vincent  University  Students' 
Union  will  organize  a  "symbolic  free 
education  week"  with  guest  speak- 
ers and  students  from  the  university 
who  will  also  participate  in  a  rally 
in  Halifax.  At  the  University  of  Win- 
nipeg, students  will  march  to  the 
Manitoba  legislature  building  where 
the  Minister  of  Advance  Education, 
Diane  McGifford,  will  address  the 
crowd.  In  Regina,  students  will  be 
viewing  a  documentary  called  "My 
Student  Loan"  and  join  a  rally  later  in 
the  afternoon. 

FYI:  In  the  latest  issue  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto  Magazine,  tuition 
in  1904  for  an  undergrad  in  arts  and 
science  is  just  $36.  In  1924,  tuition 
increased  by  $4  to  $40.  In  1944, 
tuition  is  $150.  In  1964,  it  is  $470.  In 
1984,  tuition  doubled  to  more  than 
$1,157  and  finally  in  2004,  tuition  is 
more  than  $4,000, 


FELLOWSHIP  IN  ADVANCEMENT  i 
at  ! 
THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

Are  you  a  recent  or  soon-to-be  graduate? 
Are  you  interested  in  a  career  that  involves:  j 

MARKETING  i 
PUBLIC  RELATIONS  1 
SPECIAL  EVENT  and  VOLUNTEER  MANAGEMENT 
COMMLTVICATIONS 
PHILANTHROPY?  j 

I 

Are  you  interested  in  helping  the  University  of  Toronto  rank  among  the  leading  international  public  research  \ 
and  teaching  universities?  j 

If  so,  consider  the  field  of  Advancement.  Advancement  is  the  term  used  to  describe  the  activities  of  fundraising. 
alumni  and  public  relations,  among  others,  that  help  to  harness  the  financial  and  human  resources  required  to  advance 
the  goals  of  the  University. 

During  this  12  month  internship,  one  successful  candidate  will  receive  exposure  to  all  aspects  of  university 
Advancement  functions  through  specific  program  assignments,  job  shadowing  and  mentoring,  extensive  professional 
development  opportunities,  on-campus  work  placements,  and  visits  to  other  Canadian  universities. 

The  12  month  internship  will  begin  September  2004.  The  fellow  will  receive  a  monthly  stipend  of  S2800  and,  based  on 
successful  performance,  the  possibility  of  longer  term  empioyment. 

Application  deadline:  Friday,  Febniarv-  27,  2004 

To  download  the  application  visit: 
wvv"vv.alumni.utoronto.ca/staycoanected/career.htm 

Paper  copies  of  the  application  form  are  available  at  the  front  desk: 

J.  Robert  S.  Prichard  Building 
21  King's  College  Circle 
between  9:00am  -  5:00pm 
or  contact  Sharon  Brumer  at 

(416)946-8371  or 
Sharon. brumerfftjutoronto.ca 


Get  all  your  money  back 
in  just  a  few  visits. 


ONLY 


2f6r1 

DINING 

certificates 

194  "2  fori"  visits  at 
63  local  restaurants. 
Over  $3,800.00  in 

diningsa^gs.        j  Proceeds  go  to  Ontario  Hospitals 
torontocliiiiui^cliscoijnfs.ca 


Available  online  at  TDD.ca 

or  at 

George  Brown  College  Bookstores 
200  King  St.,  E.  and  160  Kendal  Ave. 
or  call  details 
416  927-7252.  online! 


ATTENTION 

The  Scarborough  Campus  Students'  Union 

will  be  holding  a  General  Meeting  of  Members  on 
Wednesday,  February  11,  2004,  at  5pm,  in  S-403. 

AU  students  are  welcome  to  attend. 

The  following  items  be  discussed: 

-  To  appoint  the  2002-2003  auditors  of  the 

corporation 

-  To  approve  structural  and  by-law  changes 

of  the  organization 

-  A  report  from  the  President  of  SCSU 


More  information  on  the  items  above  is  availabie  from 
room  B-330,  the  SCSU  office.  In  addition,  the  agenda 
for  the  meeting  is  available  online  at  wv^''U'.scsu.ca 

Light  snacks  and  re£reshments  will  be  provided. 
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Student  union  or  sexist  playground? 


hytlEXANDB/lABTFUL-GODGER 

When  1  was  a  first-year  student,  I 
remember  reading  a  Varsity  opin- 
ions piece  by  former  SAC  Equity 
Commissioner  Liz  Majic.  In  it,  she 
lambasted  the  actions  of  various 
male  politicos  as  being  sexist,  and 
unjust.  I  remember  thinking  that 
she  was  probably  overreacting,  that 
sexism  was  all  but  dead  on  the  21st 
century  university  campus,  and 
certainly  that  women  were  being 
treated  equally. 

After  two  years  on  the  executive 
of  the  Students'  Administrative 
Council,  1  recognize  how  wrong  1 
was.  Since  getting  involved,  I  have 
realized  that  women  are  anything 
but  equals — we  are  few  and  grow- 
ing fewer  in  student  politics  at  U  of 
T.  and  that's  the  way  a  serious  old 
boy's  club  wants  it.  The  Students' 
Administrative  Council  has  had 
over  100  presidents,  and  only  4  have 
been  female.  Only  3  of  21  candidates 
in  the  last  executive  elections  were 
women.  The  President  or  Chair  of 
every  college  council  is  male,  as  are 
the  leaders  of  the  Law  Society,  the 
Medical  Society,  the  OlSE  Student 
Teacher's  Union,  the  TYP  Students' 
Association,  and  every  other  society 
except  Nursing  and  Music.  There's  a 
reason  for  this — which  is  that  when 
women  do  make  it  into  positions  of 
power,  they  are  often  targeted,  and 
weeded  out.  And  I'm  not  just  talking 
about  Sheila  Copps  here. 

In  the  summer  of  2003,  1  recall 


stumbling  into  an  exchange  between 
a  co-executive  of  mine,  and  a  one  of 
the  college  reps.  They  were  making 
jokes  about  who  was  "fuckable." 
One  said  of  a  female  executive,  "I 
wouldn't  fuck  her."  The  other  re- 
plied, "1  want  to  fuck  her  just  so  next 
time  she  stands  up  to  talk  at  a  Board 
meeting  1  can  say,  'Shut  up  bitch.  1 
fucked  you.'"  This  is  an  example  of 
the  way  that  female  student  leaders 
are  still  critiqued  based  on  their 

While  one  held  the 
beer  glass  to  her  face 
...  the  others  blew 
whistles  from  SAC 
frosh  events,  which 
ironically  enough 
were  part  of  the  No 
Means  No  campaign — 
designed  to  prevent 
date  rape. 

bodies,  and  not  their  talents.  I  can- 
not imagine  an  equivalent  conver- 
sation ensuing  about  the  chest  or 
thighs  of  our  male  SAC  president. 
It  is  also  an  example  of  a  stereotypi- 
cal reaction  to  women — that  they 
should  be  seen  and  not  heard.  Their 
ideas  are  not  worth  critiquing,  but 
their  measurements  are. 

If  the  jokes  about  forced  sex  and 
men  sizing  us  up  is  not  enough  to 
scare  off  women  from  running  for 


student  leadership  roles,  their  ac- 
tions can  be  equally  scary.  Once 
after  a  board  meeting,  a  group  of 
students  went  to  a  College  St.  bar 
for  a  pint  or  two.  By  the  time  we  ar- 
rived, plenty  of  our  colleagues  were 
already  there  and  pretty  sloshed.  I 
noticed  a  woman  not  on  the  board 
was  already  very  drunk,  and  was 
almost  falling  out  of  her  seat. 

One  college  council  president  was 
getting  very  friendly  with  her,  touch- 
ing her,  even  though  she  seemed  to 
be  passing  out.  1  asked  the  server  if 
he  should  stop  bringing  her  more 
beer,  and  he  said  to  me,  "Yeah, 
our  manager  said  maybe  1  should. 
But  your  friend  there  asked  me  to 
bring  her  some  shots."  From  down 
at  the  other  end  of  the  table,  I  could 
hear  that  president  and  some  SAC 
board  members  joking  about  how 
many  more  drinks  it  would  take  be- 
fore the  woman  would  to  go  to  bed 
with  them.  While  one  held  the  beer 
glass  to  her  face  so  she  could  drink 
more,  the  others  blew  whistles  from 
SAC  frosh  events,  which  ironically 
enough  were  part  of  the  No  Means 
No  campaign — designed  to  prevent 
date  rape. 

More  than  half  of  the  undergradu- 
ate students  at  U  of  T  are  female,  yet 
90  per  cent  of  our  leaders  are  not. 
Not  only  is  it  time  for  more  women 
to  get  into  positions  of  power,  but  it 
is  time  that  once  we  got  there,  the 
old  boy's  clubs  that  run  SAC  and 
many  other  student  associations 
treat  the  women  with  more  respect. 


Poverty,  Orwell,  and  the  tyranny  of  junk  food 


byNIGHTCRAWLER 


Cold  weather  always  reminds  me  of 
the  lean  times.  When  you're  poor, 
everything  takes  longer.  In  the 
winter,  that  means  taking  transit, 
not  taxis,  and  sometimes  even 
walking. 

It  also  means  hunger,  and  as  you 
probably  know,  your  body  doesn't 
warm  up  as  fast  on  an  empty  stom- 
ach. 

Though  I  was  never  in  the  sort 
of  dire  straits  that  George  Orwell 
wrote  about  in  Down  and  Out  in 
Paris  and  London  and  The  Road 
to  Wigan  Pier,  his  writing  brought 
back  a  lot  of  memories. 

In  Wigan  Pier,  he  writes  about 
why  the  poor  eat  junk  food  so  of- 
ten, the  simple  reason  being  that 
junk  food  is  cheaper.  Bargains  at 
the  grocery  store  become  saving 
graces,  even  if  the  menu  isn't  the 
most  appetizing.  I'll  never  forget 
my  discovery  of  fish  cakes — bread- 
ed patties  of  mashed-up  random 
fish,  eight  for  two  dollars — and 
how  that  and  rice  held  me  down  for 


a  good  week  one  time. 

When  I  was  skint,  I  could  never 
afford  to  buy  organic  fruits  or 
fresh  chicken,  but  I  could  always 
afford  a  99  cent  bag  of  chips.  Milk 
costs  around  $2.50  for  a  litre,  but  I 
could  always  find  a  two  litre  bottle 
of  knock-off  cola  (or  even  better, 
knock-off  Dr.  Pepper)  for  less  than 
a  dollar  at  the  shitty  grocery  store, 
so  what  am  I  going  to  do?  The  fact 
that  so  many  Americans  are  both 
fat  and  poor  is  no  coincidence. 

Orwell  also  noted  that  when 
you're  poor,  you  become  free  of 
worries,  for  you  get  to  a  point 
where  you  stop  thinking  about  the 
future.  After  all,  why  worry  about 
what  you're  going  to  eat  tomorrow 
when  you  don't  even  know  what 
today  will  bring?  Your  savings  start 
spiralling  until  you  are  forced  to  do 
fantastic  math  and  bet  on  cheques 
in  the  mail  as  if  they  were  longshot 
horses  making  a  stretch  run  at  the 
race  track.  Living  on  $20  a  day  gets 
knocked  down  to  $15  or  $10  when 
the  $40  you  have  left  has  to  last 
three  days  instead  of  two. 


But  of  course,  you  get  good  luck, 
and  that's  when  you  pull  out  ahead. 
Cheques  arrive  in  the  mail,  and  fate 
looks  upon  you  with  a  kind  glance. 
For  me,  it  was  basketball.  After  put- 
ting $20  into  a  college  basketball 
pool,  I  found  myself  desperately 
poor,  but  also  in  the  lead  when  the 
tournament  wound  down  a  month 
later.  With  a  Maryland  victory,  I 
would  be  officially  saved  for  at 
least  a  month,  and  sure  enough, 
they  pulled  it  off. 

The  windfall  was  $670,  enough 
to  cover  my  rent  and  give  myself 
some  breathing  room.  Ironically,  1 
was  still  poor  while  1  waited  for  the 
money  to  come  in,  but  I  had  scored 
free  tickets  to  a  Raptors  game. 
Toronto  ended  up  scoring  more 
than  a  100  points  that  night,  which, 
thanks  to  a  local  promotion,  meant 
that  everyone  in  attendance  got  a 
free  slice  of  pizza.  I  didn't  think  1 
was  going  to  eat  that  night,  but  that 
pizza  held  me  down  until  my  win- 
nings came  through.  Of  course,  it 
was  still  junk  food,  but  that's  what  1 
was  used  to. 


LETTERS 


Stadium  must 
be  forum  too 


Gambling 
with  the  facts 


Re:  Good 
(Jan.  20) 


news  for  blues?    Re:  Let  it  ride,  (Jan.  15) 


The  possible  construction  of 
an  MLSE  funded  stadium  where 
Varsity  stadium  once  stood  is  great 
news  for  athletes  and  the  student 
body  at  U  of  T  as  a  whole.  A  high 
quality  athletic  facility  at  U  of  T  is 
long  overdue  and  this  deal  poses 
the  opportunity  to  enhance  student 
life  at  the  University  without  pick 
pocketing  its  already  overburdened 
students. 

Tom  Hipz  called  upon  former 
Blues  to  hold  the  University  and 
its  partners  in  this  pursuit  ac- 
countable in  making  sure  that  the 
potential  new  stadium  is  an  excel- 
lent development  for  current  Blues. 
As  a  former  Varsity  athlete  I  want 
to  echo  Mr.  Hipz's  words,  and  call 
especially  for  a  fair  and  inclusive 
process  in  bring  this  project  to 
fruition. 

As  many  of  the  students  and 
scholars  at  U  of  T  know,  athletics 
can  be  a  valuable  component  of  the 
educational  experience  at  a  post 
secondary  institution.  I  hope  a  new 
stadium  can  be  built  that  takes  into 
account  the  needs  of  both  athletes 
and  non-athletes  on  campus  and 
provides  a  forum  for  their  voices  to 
be  heard.  Let's  make  sure  that  this 
exciting  opportunity  proceeds  in 
full  public  view  and  with  the  utmost 
respect  for  all  parties  involved,  in 
particular  students. 

Private  money  used  for  funding 
development  on  the  campuses  of 
our  public  universities  can  carry 
great  opportunities  with  it,  but  also 
always  threatens  to  bypass  certain 
interests  that  are  less  able  to  make 
themselves  heard.  As  a  public 
institution,  U  of  T  has  the  respon- 
sibility to  make  certain  that  the 
potential  benefits  of  this  project  are 
not  reaped  at  the  expense  of  equity 
and  inclusiveness. 

Liz  Ben-Ishai,  UC  '03 


Hart-felt  thanks 

Re:  High  (and  low)  drama, 
(Jan.  12) 


Regarding  theatre  critic  Yasmin 
Siddiqui's  article:  We  haven't  met, 
but  I  feel  we  have.  1  have  just  read 
your  year-end  summation,  and  just 
wanted  to  say  thank  you. 

David  Gardner 
Director,  As  You  Like  It 
Hart  House  Theatre 


Congratulations  to  The  Varsity  for 
its  recent  story  on  student  gam- 
bling. This  story  calls  needed 
attention  to  a  problem  that  has 
started  to  receive  the  international 
research  it  deserves. 

Your  story  is  marred,  however, 
by  a  final  paragraph  that  is  foolish 
and  misleading:  "Sociologists  point 
out  that  gambling  addictions  are 
rooted  in  biological  makeup,  social 
circumstances,  psychological,  and 
even  cultural  factors — meaning 
that  just  about  anyone  is  suscep- 
tible to  the  pitfalls  of  betting." 

As  a  sociologist  who  studies 
gambling,  1  would  never  make  such 
a  statement  because  it  implies 
that  everyone  is  equally  likely  to 
become  a  gambling  addict — or,  that 
we  know  nothing  whatever  about 
the  problem  and  what  distinguish- 
es addicts  from  non-addicts. 

In  fact,  people  are  at  different 
risks  of  addiction  and  we  know  a 
lot  about  these  risks.  For  example, 
social  scientists  know  that  certain 
specifiable  group  affiliations,  peer 
pressures,  situational  influences, 
family  traditions,  and  cultural  pat- 
terns all  play  a  part  in  creating,  or 
preventing,  gambling  addiction.  We 
even  know  that  gambling  addiction 
is  correlated  with  other  addictions, 
like  smoking  and  drinking  (which 
makes  your  non-smoking  interview- 
ee "Spencer"  a  somewhat  unusual 
gambling  addict.) 

By  all  means,  keep  writing  ar- 
ticles on  important  social  prob- 
lems, like  gambling  addiction.  But 
remember  that  there  are  many 
researchers,  even  at  U  of  T,  who 
study  these  problems  and  may  be 
able  to  shed  some  light  on  them  for 
your  audience. 

Professor  Lorne  Tepperman 
Department  of  Sociology 
University  of  Toronto 


The  Varsity  mlcomes  letters 
from  our  readers.  Send  letters 
(250  words  max.)  with  your 
name  &  phone  number  to: 

opinions@thevarsity.ca 

Opinions  submissions  are 
also  welcome. 
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To  vote  or  not  to  vote:  Iran's  sea  of  troubles 


bySAMIRAMOHYEDDIN 


Despite  the  growing  media  aware- 
ness of  the  political  quagmire  in 
Iran,  the  looming  elections  have 
become  a  moot  point  for  many 
Iranians.  In  the  face  of  the  vast  (70 
per  cent)  voter  turnout  of  1997, 
which  saw  the  popular  rise  of  Mo- 
hammad Khatami,  Iranians  have 
steadily  become  disillusioned 
with  the  non-agenda  of  the  so- 
called  "reformist"  camp.  In  March 
of  2003,  municipal  elections  in 
Iran  drew  less  than  12  per  cent  of 
eligible  voters,  and  February  2004 
is  shaping  up  to  be  no  different. 

Iran's  Guardian  Council  recent- 
ly barred  thousands  of  potential 
candidates,  including  more  than 
eighty  sitting  members  of  Iran's 
parliament,  or  Islamic  Consulta- 
tive Assembly,  from  participating 
in  the  upcoming  elections  on  Feb- 
ruary 20th.  The  Guardian  Council 
is  the  most  influential  body  in  Iran 
and  is  currently  controlled  by  con- 
servatives. It  consists  of  six  theo- 
logians appointed  by  the  Supreme 
Leader,  and  six  jurists  nominated 
by  the  judiciary  and  approved  by 
parliament.  Members  are  elected 
for  six  years  on  a  phased  basis,  so 
that  half  the  membership  changes 
every  three  years. 

The  council  has  to  approve  all 


bills  passed  by  parliament  and 
make  sure  they  conform  to  the 
constitution  and  Islamic  law.  In 
effect,  the  council  also  has  the 
power  to  vet  all  candidates  in 
elections  to  parliament  and  the 
presidency.  If  we  choose  to  ac- 
knowledge these  facts,  in  reality, 
the  Guardian  Council  is  acting 
well  within  its  prescribed  role  and 

How  much  longer 
are  we  willing  to 
implement  or  uphold 
a  document  that  is  not 
representative  of  its 
people  and  is  riddled 
with  prejudicial  laws? 

is  not  compromising  any  aspects 
of  the  Iranian  people's  constitu- 
tional rights.  The  Guardian  Coun- 
cil is  constitutionally  enshrined 
and  is  empowered  to  ensure 
parliament's  actions  comply  with 
so-called  Islamic  principles. 

The  290  members  of  the  Islamic 
Consultative  Assembly  are  elected 
by  popular  vote  every  four  years. 
The  parliament  has  the  power  to 
introduce  and  pass  laws,  as  well 
as  to  summon  and  impeach  min- 


isters or  the  president.  However, 
the  Guardian  Council  must  ap- 
prove all  parliamentary  bills.  Ul- 
timately, these  are  the  hallmarks 
of  a  deficient  ruling  clerical  class 
and  an  impotent  parliament  that 
refuses  to  acknowledge  the  role 
it  plays  in  legitimizing  the  theo- 
cratic system  in  Iran. 

Iran's  so-called  "reformist" 
camp  has  failed  in  any  way  to 
question  the  status  quo  in  Iran. 
Meaning,  it  has  failed  in  recogniz- 
ing what  so  many  Iranians  already 
know:  that  the  arranged  marriage 
of  religion  and  government  can- 
not become  the  basis  for  a  demo- 
cratic society.  In  fact,  the  ire  of 
the  so-called  reformists  is  not 
even  directed  at  whether  there 
should  be  a  twelve  member  reli- 
gious body  that  decides  who  can 
and  cannot  run  for  parliament. 
Their  indignation  lies  with  the 
fact  that  it  is  they  who  are  being 
banned  from  participating.  The 
electoral  system  or  governmental 
structure  of  the  Islamic  Republic 
itself  never  becomes  a  point  of 
contention. 

Sometimes  when  we  choose  to 
change  the  system  from  within, 
all  the  while  remaining  loyal  to 
it,  it  is  inevitably  the  system  that 
changes  us.  Until  the  so-called  re- 
formist movement  concedes  to  its 


inefficiency  and  accepts  that  the 
problem  of  the  Islamic  Republic 
is  systematic,  it  will  never  have 
the  support  of  the  people.  After 
a  quarter  century  of  living  in  a 
tyrannical  theocracy,  Iranians 
have  begun  to  realize  that  it  is  not 
always  nobler  to  suffer  the  slings 
and  arrows  of  outrageous  fortune. 
It  is  the  citizens  of  Iran  right  now 
who  are  asking  the  difficult  ques- 
tions, not  their  law  makers  or  rul- 
ers, and  it  is  the  citizens  whom  we 
should  be  looking  to  for  answers. 

I  invite  all  the  members  of  Iran's 
Islamic  Consultative  Assembly, 
and  all  Iranians  in  and  outside  of 
the  country,  to  take  another  look 
at  the  constitution  of  the  Islamic 
Republic  and  ask  themselves  one 
more  question:  how  much  longer 
are  we  willing  to  implement  or 
uphold  a  document  that  is  not 
representative  of  its  people  and  is 
riddled  with  prejudicial  laws? 

By  choosing  to  not  vote  in  the 
upcoming  elections  in  Iran,  Ira- 
nians will  show  that  they  are  no 
longer  willing  to  partake  in  the 
farce  that  is  the  Islamic  Republic 
of  Iran. 

Samira  Mohyeddin  has  a  degree  in 
Religion  and  Middle  Eastern  Studies 
from  UofT,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Dramatic  Arts 
in  New  York  City. 
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The  ACME  Anvil 


Anvil  #5: 

Embittered  taxi  drivers 

by  BROOKES  MERRITT  

Throw  this  Anvil  in  front  of  a  speed- 
ing cab — some  of  these  guys  really 
need  to  hit  the  ditch  and  get  the  hell 
off  the  road. 

I  recently  had  the  displeasure  of 
enduring  a  ride  with  a  particularly 
caustic  driver.  He  was  the  type  of 
cabbie  that  demands  cash  up  front, 
that  asks  $50  for  a  $30  ride;  the 
type  that  doesn't  take  plastic — but 
sports  a  shiny  VISA  sticker  on  his 
rear  window.  He's  the  kind  of  cabbie 
that — on  a  busy  Friday  night — gets 
really  pissy  about  his  career 
choice. 

He  assumes  you're  not  going  to 
pay  your  fare.  He's  been  screwed 
before.  He's  become  so  jaded  that 
he  thinks  your  ride  is  going  to  be  a 
nightmarish  ethics  lesson  about  the 
degenerate  pigs  who  vomit  in  the 
back  seat  and  skip  out  on  cab  fares. 

He's  the  cabbie  that  turns  a  nor- 
mally affordable,  enjoyable  cab  ride 
into  a  distressing  extortion  run  of 
scrutiny  and  mistrust,  with  a  side  of 
shit-eating  guilt. 

Cabbies  provide  a  service;  they 
aren't  doing  us  a  favour  by  picking 
us  up.  A  cab-ride  isn't  a  forum  for 
back-handed  threats  to  dissuade  us 
from  pulling  a  cab-'n-dash.  In  fact, 
a  bitching  and  moaning  cabbie  runs 
an  even  greater  risk  that  drunken 
post-secondary  elitist  fares  will 
scoot  ass  before  they  pay  a  dime. 

So  Cabbie:  save  your  Friday  night 
work  woes  for  the  wife  and  kids — 
we  pay  good  money  not  to  listen  to 
that  shit.  In  the  meantime,  run  your 
Orwellian  rear-view  mirror  camera 
until  your  balls  turn  blue — just  shut 
up  and  get  me  to  the  bar. 

The  ACME  Anvil  is  a  weekly 
rant  addressed  to  those  who 
should  be  clobbered  over  the 
head  with  an  anvil  and  left  to 
die  in  the  ditch  on  the  side  of 
an  abandoned  road. 
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Need  to  get 
something 
off  your  chest? 

Write  for  Opinions 

Section  meetings  Wednesdays, 
11:00  a.m.  @  the  Varsity, 
380  Huron  St.  2nd  floor. 

Or,  send  letters  (max.  250  words)  and  opinions 
(max.  600  words)  to: 

opinions@thevarsity.ca 


@  Ontario 

The  minimum 
wage  is  going  up. 


If  you're  an  employer,  here's  what  you  need  to  know. 


General 

Minimum 

Wage 

Students  under  18 

and  working  not 
more  than  28 
hours  per  week  or 
during  a  school 
holiday 

Liquor  Server 

Hunting  &  Fishing 
Guides:  for  less  than 
five  consecutive 
hours  in  a  day 

Hunting  &  Fishing 
Guides:  for  five  or 
more  hours  in  a 
day  whether  or  not 
the  hours  are 
consecutive 

Homeworkers 

(people  doing 
paid  work  in 
their  home  for 
an  employer) 

Current 

wage  rate 

S6.85/hour 

$6.40/hour 

$5.95/hour 

$34.25 

$68.50 

110%  of  the 
minimum  wage 

Feb.1,  2004 
wage  rate 

$7.15/hour 

$6.70/hour 

$6.20/hour 

$35.75 

$71.50 

110%  of  the 
minimum  wage 

On  February  1,  2004,  the  general  minimum  wage  will  increase  to  $7.15  per  hour  from  the  current 
rate  of  $6.85  per  hour.  Annual  increases  will  follow  bringing  the  general  minimum  wage  to  $8.00 
per  hour  on  February  1,  2007.  The  increases  are  being  phased  in  over  four  years  and  will  also  be 
reflected  in  all  minimum  wage  categories. 

To  find  out  more  about  how  the  new  minimum  wage  guidelines  affect 
employers  and  employees,  call  or  visit  the  Ministry  of  Labour  web  site. 


1-800-531-5551  www.gov.on.ca/LAB 
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DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 


byANDYCANIVET 

VARSITY  STAFF 


What  you  could  change 
your  life  for  the  better 
in  only  twenty  minutes 
a  day? 

Sounds  like  a  celebrity  fad-diet  from 
a  late-night  infomercial  or  some  New- 
Age  craze  designed  to  quickly  separate 
you  from  your  "'material  concerns" 
in  exchange  a  few  fleeting  weeks  of 
artificial  self-esteem.  It's  hard  to  take 
something  like  meditation  seriously  in 
a  skeptical  consumer  climate. 

The  question  is,  what  is  mindfulness 
meditation,  and  why  would  anybody 
bother  with  it? 

Ron  Young  says  the  point  of  medi- 
tating "to  see  that  both  the  past  and 
the  future  are  both  completely  imagi- 
nary— they  are  just  thoughts." 

Young  runs  a  meditation  group  at 
the  Toronto  School  of  Theology  on 
Tuesday  evenings  while  the  group's 
founder  and  regular  teacher,  Philip 
Starkman,  is  on  retreat  in  Burma. 

Young  has  been  practicing  himself 
for  over  20  years,  and  he's  learned  a 
great  deal  about  how  the  mind  works: 
"The  natural  state  of  the  mind  is  to 
deal  with  the  past...  or  trying  to  proj- 
ect itself  into  the  future — creating  an 
idea  of  hope  and  anticipation,  or  fear 
and  anxiety." 

Alright,  but  how  do  you  do  it?  The 
technique  itself  is  not  terribly  com- 
plicated. "There's  two  aspects  of  the 
actual  meditation,"  says  Young.  These 
are  Shamatha,  or  concentration,  and 
Vipassana,  or  insight. 

"Shamatha  is  a  focused  concentra- 
tion on  a  subtle  object  like  the  breath," 
Young  continues,  "You're  trying  to, 
over  time,  train  the  mind  to  be  able 
to  settle  on  a  single  object.  Each  time 
it  wanders  away,  you  gently  bring  it 
back." 

Each  week,  Young  begins  the  lesson 
by  instructing  newcomers  to  sit  up 
straight,  relax,  and  try  to  follow  the 


feeling  of  breathing  by  noticing  the 
movement  and  sensations  at  the  nos- 
trils, chest,  or  abdomen.  This  rapidly 
gets  boring,  and  distracting  thoughts, 
sounds,  or  sensations  intrude. 

But  that's  okay.  Young  says  this  is 
supposed  to  happen.  "Recognizing 
that  the  mind  has  wandered — that 
bringing  back  is  in  the  present;  that's 
being  mindful.  So  you  bring  it  back  a 
million  billion  times,  but  you're  also 
learning  something,  because  you'll 
often  note  what  the  mind  was  wander- 
ing to.  Was  it  contemplating  the  past? 
the  future?" 

After  students  have  had  a  chance 
to  practice  getting  their  minds  to  sit 
still,  Young  introduces  them  to  Vipas- 
sana— a  technique  for  observing  the 
mind  objectively. 

"Instead  of  focusing  on  a  single  ob- 
ject," he  says,  "you're  trying  to  open 
completely  up,  drop  all  resistance 
to  what  is  happening,  and  try  to  see 
clearly.  Vipassana  literally  means  'to 
see  clearly.'" 

The  trick  to  Vipassana  is  "just  notic- 
ing" whatever  comes  to  mind,  but  not 
letting  it  distract  you. 

Young  explains:  "You're  trying  to 
see  clearly  exactly  what  is  happening 
in  the  present  moment,  without  get- 
ting carried  away  with  the  storyline. 
You  simply  touch  and  come  back." 

According  to  Young,  "it's  kind  of  like 
the  mind-state  for:  'listen'...  you  sort  of 
go:  'I  wonder  what  the  next  thought 
will  be.'" 

He  says  the  purpose  of  this  is  to 
keep  the  mind  in  a  state  of  calm  readi- 
ness— one  that  is  not  distracted  by 
worries  about  the  past  or  the  future, 
and  is  therefore  happier  and  more 
responsive. 

"Even  when  tragic  events  occur," 
Young  says,  "you  feel  them,  but  they 
don't  end  the  world.  You  can  experi- 
ence and  let  it  go...  If  you're  feeling 
good,  great,  enjoy  it;  it's  going  to 
pass." 

He  adds  that  the  idea  is  to  let  go  of 


all  our  egotistical  thinking.  "We're  nor- 
mally so  busy  trying  to  keep  track  of 
who  we  are  and  how  we're  doing  and 
what  our  territory's  like,  and  to  just 
drop  all  that — it's  a  big  load  you  can 
let  go  of." 

It  certainly  seems  to  have  worked 
for  Madeline,  a  member  of  the  Tuesday 
night  meditation  group  who  spoke  to 
the  Varsity  under  a  pseudonym. 

"1  take  more  time,"  she  says.  "When 
you're  mindful,  life  is  a  meditation.  Ev- 
erything that  you  do  becomes  a  medi- 
tation. You're  totally  focused."  She 
added,  "You  learn  to  let  things  go.  We 
become  less  critical  of  ourselves;  we 
become  less  critical  of  other  people." 

Sounds  promising,  but  is  there  any 
solid  psychology  behind  meditation? 

John  Vervaeke  teaches  under- 
graduate psychology  at  U  of  T  and 
UTSC,  and  taught  cognitive  science 
(the  meta-discipline  of  psychology, 
philosophy,  linguistics,  and  computer 
science  &  artificial  intelligence)  at 
University  College.  He  has  practiced 
meditation  for  over  a  decade. 

He  summarizes  mindfulness  as 
"a  training  of  attention  to  focus  on 
current  perceptual,  experiential 
processes,  and  focus  less  on  internal 
monologue." 

Vervaeke  explains  that  it  all  has 
to  do  with  how  human  beings  cope 
with  a  constantly  changing  environ- 
ment: "You  have  so  much  information 
coming  at  you,  you  have  to  screen  off 
what's  irrelevant,  focus  on  what  you 
consider  relevant,  and  then  you  have 
to  organize  it  so  that  you  can  act  on 
it."  Cognitive  scientists  call  this  "fram- 
ing." 

Framing  is  what  gets  you  to  pay 
attention  to  the  cars  as  you  cross  a 
busy  street,  and  to  ignore  things  like 
the  particular  shade  of  blue  the  sky 
is  today  or  your  fond  memories  of 
breakfast. 

The  process  of  framing  is  all  done 
very  quickly  and  very  much  outside 
of  our  awareness  (because  it  would  be 


too  slow  if  we  had  to  do  it  consciously), 
and  the  process  is  not  perfect. 

Our  frames  sometimes  screen  out 
useful  information,  and  we  end  up 
in  trouble — like  when  a  driver  is  too 
busy  with  a  cell  phone  to  notice  the 
person  in  the  intersection  staring  up 
at  that  wonderfully  blue  sky. 

According  to  Vervaeke,  we  can  bust 
these  bad  frames  (and  avoid  subse- 
quent troubles)  with  insight. 

"Insight,"  he  says,  "is  the  way  in 
which  you  break  out  of  habitual  pat- 
terns that  the  mind  uses  to  frame  ex- 
perience [and]  to  organize  awareness 
and  behavior.  A  lot  of  times  the  ways 
in  which  we're  deceiving  ourselves 
and  slowly  destroying  ourselves  are 
empowered  and  maintained  through 
these  frames  on  our  cognition  and  our 
perception  of  reality." 

It's  like  we  see  the  world  through 
tinted  glasses.  Insight  is  like  taking 
off  the  glasses,  looking  at  them,  and 
noticing  how  they've  changed  what 
we  see. 

Mindfulness  has  also  gained  the  at- 
tention of  the  psychiatric  community 
in  the  treatment  of  mood  and  anxiety 
disorders. 

Kate  Kitchen,  a  clinical  social  worker 
at  the  Centres  for  Addiction  and  Men- 
tal Health  (CAMH),  has  been  using  a 
technique  called  mindfulness-based 
cognitive  therapy  (MBCT)  to  help 
reduce  relapse  in  patients  recover- 
ing from  depression.  With  MBCT,  the 
patient  learns  to  step  out  of  habitual, 
negative  patterns  of  thinking  with  the 
mindfulness,  and  then  uses  standard 
cognitive  therapy  techniques  to  criti- 
cally evaluate  these  thoughts. 

Kitchen  notes  that  patients  "are  able 
to  view  the  problems  with  more  neu- 
trality, as  in  not  seeing  their  reactions 
to  problems  as  truth  with  a  capital 
T...  they  are  able  to  see  themselves 
as  having  more  choice  about  how  to 
respond." 

While  the  MBCT  is  certainly  not  a 
cure  for  depression,  it  certainly  seems 


to  be  a  cost-effective  way  to  help  pa- 
tients cope  with  their  illnesses  in  the 
long  term. 

Selma,  a  patient  of  Kitchen's  who 
also  spoke  to  the  Varsity  under  a 
pseudonym,  has  used  MBCT  to  deal 
with  her  recurrent  anxiety  and  de- 
pression. 

She  had  this  to  say:  "This  is  work- 
ing— nothing  else  has."  Being  able  to 
live  in  the  moment  and  step  back  from 
her  thoughts  has  greatly  improved 
Selma's  quality  of  life. 

"Even  when  I'm  depressed  now," 
she  says,  "it  doesn't  go  to  the  abyss 
it  would  have  at  one  point.  If  it  does  I 
just  think:  'okay,  this  is  today,  I'll  get 
through  the  day.'  I  don't  think:  'oh  my 
god,  I'll  never  get  out  of  this,  there's  no 
hope  for  the  future.'" 

So,  is  all  this  meditation  stuff  for 
real?  Unlike  a  lot  of  self-help  fads, 
the  techniques  are  freely  available 
(just  Google  "mindfulness"),  and  it's 
certainly  hard  to  resist  the  thought  of 
freedom  from  worry  at  no  cost  except 
time  and  effort. 

As  Vervaeke  puts  it:  "You  gain 
freedom  from  these  patterns  and 
frames  that  are  to  a  very  significant 
extent  enslaving  you,  and  then  with 
that  freedom  you  have  possibility  to 
enrich  and  deepen  your  experience 
of  reality." 

This  deepened  experience  is  often 
called  "flow,"  which  Vervaeke  defines 
as  an  enriched,  responsive  experience 
of  reality.  "You  feel  that  the  connec- 
tion between  you  and  reality  is  clear 
and  flowing,"  he  says.  It's  a  state  much 
like  an  athlete  who  is  "in  the  zone." 

To  Vervaeke,  this  naturally  leads  to 
a  better  life:  "A  life  that's  more  flow- 
ing tends  to  lead  to  a  life  that's  hap- 
pier, both  in  the  sense  that  you  enjoy 
your  life  more,  but  also  in  the  Greek 
sense — it's  a  more  virtuous  life...your 
moral  sensitivity  to  other  people  is 
increased." 

For  twenty  minutes  a  day?  I  guess 
we'll  just  have  to  try  it  out  and  see. 
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The  Varsity  Mars  series:  part  four  * 

Should  we  really  send  a 
manned  mission  to  Mars? 


by  CAROLINE  D'ANGELO 

VARSITY  STAFF 


It  has  been  almost  a  year  since  the  Co- 
lumbia Space  Shuttle  broke  up  as  it  re- 
entered Earth's  atmosphere,  killing  all 
seven  astronauts  on  board.  Now,  six 
months  after  the  board  investigating 
the  crash  released  their  final  report. 
Dr.  Douglas  Osheroff,  a  Nobel  Laure- 
ate and  physicist  who  served  on  the 
board,  is  publicly  criticizing  the  way 
that  NASA  operates,  and  questioning 
the  feasibility  of  space  exploration  to 
Mars  and  the  moon. 

Osheroff  was  in  Toronto  last  week 
to  speak  about  his  experience  serv- 
ing on  the  board,  and  to  outline  the 
procedure  that  the  investigating  sci- 
entists used  to  discover  the  causes 
of  the  accident.  In  the  final  report  the 
board  concluded  that  a  piece  of  insu- 
lating foam  broke  off  the  spacecraft 
during  takeoff  and  broke  a  hole  in  the 
left  wing  of  the  shuttle.  The  hole  went 
undetected  as  the  shuttle  completed 
its  mission  in  space,  but  as  the  shuttle 
re-entered  the  Earth's  atmosphere, 
the  hot  gas  that  enveloped  the  shuttle 
entered  into  the  wing,  burning  it  from 
the  inside  out  and  eventually  de- 
stroyed the  whole  spacecraft. 

Afterwards  only  38  per  cent  of  the 
shuttle  was  recovered  for  analysis, 
and  Osheroff  spent  the  majority  of  his 
talk  describing  how  scientists  were 
able  to  conclude  that  a  hole  created  in 
the  wing  had  caused  the  accident.  He 
was  appointed  to  the  board  several 
months  after  it  formed.  He  described 
his  role  as  mostly  that  of  an  observer, 
"watching  over  people's  shoulders 
and  pushing  [people's]  buttons." 

The  original  "foam  as  the  cause  of 


the  accident"  theory  was  a  very  con- 
troversial one.  The  foam  in  question 
is  the  insulating  foam  that  prevents 
the  fuel  tanks  from  overheating  as 
the  shuttle  moves  through  the  atmo- 
sphere. Foam  has  been  used  on  the 
space  shuttles  since  they  were  intro- 
duced, and  has  fallen  off  in  nearly 
every  shuttle  mission,  generally  in 
very  small  pieces,  so  there  was  a  lot 
of  debate  about  whether  it  could  have 
caused  the  accident.  In  a  previous 
mission  a  piece  of  foam  dented  one  of 
the  metal  rocket  boosters,  and  NASA 
managers  made  the  decision  that  the 
danger  of  falling  foam  damaging  the 
spacecraft  was  an  "acceptable  risk". 

The  foam  was  observed  falling  off 
the  shuttle  by  two  different  films  of 
the  shuttle  launch,  which  allowed 
scientists  to  determine  the  size  and 
shape  of  the  piece,  and  its  impact 
velocity  and  angle  as  it  hit  the  wing. 
The  piece  of  foam  hit  the  wing  at  ap- 
proximately the  speed  of  a  bullet  shot 
from  a  gun. 

Despite  seeing  the  film,  NASA  man- 
ager Linda  Hamm  refused  engineers' 
requests  that  U.S.  spy  satellites  take 
pictures  of  the  foam's  impact  while 
the  shuttle  was  still  in  orbit  around 
the  Earth — a  move  that  was  criticized 
by  the  board,  Osheroff  included.  The 
eventual  fate  of  Columbia  was  record- 
ed in  detail  by  its  black  box,  which 
was  recovered  in  the  wreckage.  Sen- 
sors hooked  up  inside  the  wing  took 
measurements  throughout  the  flight, 
and  began  detecting  abnormal  tem- 
peratures as  the  shuttle  re-entered 
the  atmosphere. 

Since  serving  on  the  investigation 
board,  Osheroff  has  become  a  very 
vocal  critic  of  NASA's  operation,  fo- 


cusing on  the  management's  ability 
to  deal  with  crises  effectively.  He  has 
drawn  parallels  between  the  loss  of 
the  Columbia  and  the  Challenger  di- 
saster in  1986.  At  a  press  conference 
earlier  in  the  day,  he  pointed  to  the 
enormous  amounts  of  money  that 
NASA  has  spent  to  make  the  shuttles 
safe,  which  is  reflected  in  their  suc- 
cess rate  of  about  98  per  cent  (2  of 
nearly  200  launches  have  ended  in 
disaster). 

The  report  on  the  Columbia  disas- 
ter pointed  to  two  principle  manage- 
rial decisions  that  compromised  the 
shuttle's  safety — the  decision  not  to 
take  pictures  of  the  craft  in  orbit,  and 
the  lack  of  investigation  into  the  risks 
that  the  foam  posed.  Osheroff  faulted 
the  extreme  pressures  that  NASA 
managers  face  to  keep  their  missions 
on  schedule. 

The  Columbia  science  mission  was 
scheduled  to  happen  between  two 
other  construction  missions  to  work 
on  the  International  Space  Station, 
and  NASA's  director,  Sean  O'Keefe 
had  set  a  deadline  to  complete  the 
construction  phase  by  the  end  of  Feb- 
ruary. If  the  managers  had  decided 
the  foam  was  a  serious  problem,  the 
fleet  would  have  had  to  be  grounded 
while  the  problem  was  fixed,  thus 
delaying  the  missions  and  failing  to 
meet  the  deadlines.  "Whether  that's 
a  good  reason,"  said  Osheroff,  "for  ig- 
noring the  safety  of  seven  astronauts, 
well,  that's  for  you  to  decide." 

Osheroff  publicly  questions  NASA's 
new  plan  to  send  a  human  to  Mars  by 
2030.  He  suggests  that  exploring 
Mars  might  be  much  better  done 
by  robots,  which  can  be  sent  there 
for  a  fraction  of  the  cost  of  sending  a 


The  space  shuttle  Challenger  explodes  after  taking  off  in  1986. 


human  and  don't  require  30  years  of 
preparation.  He  questions  the  value 
of  investing  so  much  money  (cur- 
rently estimated  at  around  a  trillion 
dollars)  over  such  a  long  period  of 
time  to  develop  new  technologies, 
and  for  such  an  uncertain  result. 
Planning  a  mission  to  Mars  hasn't 
even  formally  begun,  but  there  are 
already  major  obstacles  to  be  over- 
come— such  as  shielding  astronauts 
from  solar  radiation  and  the  long- 
term  effects  of  living  in  a  weightless 
environment. 

He  is  also  concerned  about  what 
will  be  sacrificed  to  make  the  Mars 
mission  succeed.  If  NASA  is  going 
to  spend  $4  billion  a  year  in  Mars 
research,  won't  other  things,  like  the 
space  station  or  future  telescopes 
and  probes,  have  to  be  scaled  back? 

"1  don't  see  this  mission  to  Mars 
helping  astrophysics  at  all,"  Olsher- 
off  said.  "NASA  claims  it  can  pull 
$2  billion  [to  put  towards  the  Mars 
mission  and]  I  don't  see  where  that 


is  [coming  from]  unless  it  is  from 
science  missions".  Osheroff  points 
to  NASA  director  Sean  O'Keefe's 
decision  not  to  send  another  ser- 
vicing mission  to  the  Hubble  space 
telescope  as  a  sign  that  NASA  is  try- 
ing to  change  directions.  "Certainly, 
the  decision  to  cancel  the  fourth 
servicing  mission  to  the  Hubble  is 
a  very  bad  sign,  scientifically."  He 
adds  that  O'Keefe  has  specifically 
said  that  this  decision  was  made 
from  concerns  about  shuttle  safety, 
not  money.  However,  recently  the 
American  Astronomical  Society  has 
joined  members  of  the  US  congress 
to  request  a  review  of  O'Keefe's  deci- 
sion. It  looks  as  though  the  debate 
on  NASA's  future  is  only  beginning. 

Osheroff  has  returned  to  his  lab  at 
Stanford  to  resume  his  work.  He  and 
his  graduate  students  are  now  doing 
experiments  on  the  space  shuttle 
foam,  trying  to  understand  its  struc- 
ture, and  the  physics  of  why  it  fell  off 
in  the  first  place. 


Continued  from  page  I 

tools,  and  I  knew  how  to  extract  in- 
formation from  the  DNA  sequence." 
An  organism's  evolutionary  his- 
tory can  be  determined  from  its 
DNA  sequence,  which  is  unique  to 
each  organism.  Stavrinides  said, 
"you  can  trace  the  evolutionary  his- 
tory of  an  organism  by  using  the  DNA 
sequence,  but  not  just  one  DNA  se- 
quence. You  need  lot  of  different  DNA 
sequences  within  the  same  family." 
By  comparing  the  DNA  of  closely  re- 
lated organisms,  you  can  determined 
how  closely  each  one  is  related  to  the 
others.  He  downloaded  all  the  related 
coronavirus  sequences  from  publicly 
accessible  databases.  He  then  gener- 
ated phylogenetic,  or  evolutionary, 
trees  that  showed  the  history  of  the 
coronavirus.  He  found  that  the  trees 
for  different  parts  of  the  coronavirus 
genome  did  not  look  the  same,  and 
therefore  had  different  evolutionary 
histories.  This  told  the  scientists  that 
SARS  had  more  than  one  origin. 

Somehow  a  combination  of  DNA 
information  from  two  different 
viruses  had  occurred.  "We  believe 
that  recombination  occurred  in  a 
gene  that  encodes  a  protein  called 
spike  glycoprotein.  This  protein  is 
located  on  the  surface  of  the  virus 
particle — it's  what's  exposed  to  the 
environment,"  said  Dr.  Guttman,  a 
professor  of  evolutionary  genomics 
in  the  Department  of  Botany. 

The  result  of  this  combination  was 
a  new  protein  that  was  unrecogniz- 


able to  the  human  immune  system. 
We  cannot  fight  SARS  because  of  this 
inability  to  recognize  the  virus. 

So  how  did  the  two  contributing 
viruses  come  into  contact?  The  pre- 
dominant hypothesis  says  that  civet 
cats,  from  which  a  virus  very  similar 
to  SARS  has  been  isolated,  acquired 
a  different  coronavirus  from  a  bird. 
The  two  viruses  then  combined  in- 
side the  cat  host,  and  the  new  virus 
was  transmitted  to  humans.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  this  occurred  due  to  the 
close  proximity  in  which  animals  are 
held  in  Chinese  food  markets. 

What  makes  the  virus  so  danger- 
ous to  humans  is  still  uncertain. 
Stavrinides  mentioned  that  other  sci- 
entists have  recently  isolated  certain 
genes  in  humans  that  might  make  us 
more  susceptible  to  SARS. 

Stavrinides'  term  project  on  SARS 


is  finished,  but  he  continues  to  work 
on  evolution.  He  is  interested  in  the 
process  in  general.  "Evolutionary  in- 
ference you  can  use  on  pretty  much 
any  system  and  get  some  really  good 
information  out  of  it." 

The  future  of  SARS  is  uncertain. 
Although  new  drugs  and  vaccines 
are  being  developed,  another  out- 
break is  still  possible.  Dr.  Guttman 
said,  "It's  certainly  possible  that  the 
virus  is  still  in  whatever  reservoir  of 
animal  hosts  there  is,  and  is  just  wait- 
ing for  the  right  conditions  to  emerge 
again.  Or  it's  very  possible  that  it  was 
a  flashing  of  hand,  and  now  the  virus 
has  changed  enough  so  it's  no  longer 
infectious  to  humans." 

In  2003  SARS  spread  to  more  than 
30  countries,  infected  more  than 
8,000  people,  and  killed  more  than 
700  victims. 


fight  cancer 

by  MADELINE  KHAN 

VARSITY  STAFF  


Imagine  these  headlines  in  medi- 
cal news:  "Anthrax  cures  cancer!" 
A  team  of  researchers  from  the 
National  Cancer  Institute  and  the 
National  Institutes  of  Health,  both  in 
Maryland,  claim  just  that.  Led  by  Dr. 
Han-Mo  Koo,  the  team  has  identified 
a  mechanism  in  mammalian  cells 
that  could  be  used  to  fight  cancer. 
A  protein  called  mitogen-activated 
protein  kinase,  or  MARK,  helps  regu- 
late growth  in  normal  cells.  In  cancer 
cells,  MARK  is  often  mutated,  and 
cancer  cells  grow  and  divide  uncon- 
trollably, producing  a  tumour. 

The  toxic  chemical  produced  by 
anthrax  is  what  makes  the  bacteria 
so  deadly.  Anthrax  toxin  consists 
of  three  components  that  although 
harmless  when  separate,  can  com- 
bine to  form  a  deadly  poison.  This 
toxin  seeps  into  the  circulatory  sys- 
tem, causing  blood  cells  to  rupture, 
die,  and  congest  the  blood  stream, 
causing  septic  shock.  The  most  toxic 
of  these  three  components,  called  Le- 
thal Factor,  targets  MAPK.  In  healthy 
cells,  Lethal  Factor  grabs  onto  MAPK 
by  means  of  a  long  groove.  It  chews 
off  one  end  of  the  MAPK  protein,  dis- 


ables it,  and  kills  the  cell. 

Dr.  Koo  and  his  research  team 
"...hypothesized  that  the  same 
mechanism  would  kill  a  cancer  cell 
by  inhibiting  the  MAPK  pathway.  We 
have  obtained  identical  results  from 
[test  tube]  experiments  and  from  liv- 
ing tissue... in  test  tubes  or  in  mice, 
cancerous  cells  were  transformed 
into  a  precancerous  state  with  the 
application  of  LeTx  [Lethal  Factor]. 
Tumours  simply  shrank."  Dark-co- 
loured dead  skin  emerged,  confirm- 
ing tumour  cell  death. 

Dr.  Koo  and  his  researchers  con- 
clude that  LeTx  could  potentially 
cure  some  forms  of  cancer.  At  the 
very  least,  they  claim,  LeTx  can  in- 
hibit tumour  growth.  Koo's  ground- 
breaking work  represents  new 
frontiers  for  cancer  research.  Within 
24  hours  of  treatment  with  LeTx,  the 
growth  of  cancerous  tumours  in 
mice  was  halted.  By  48  hours,  the 
investigators  detected  dead  cancer 
cells. 

But  could  using  a  toxic  chemical 
derived  from  anthrax  really  be  safe? 
Is  there  any  chance  the  toxin  could 
spread  from  the  tumour  to  the  rest 
of  the  body?  "The  anthrax  toxin  LeTx 
kills  only  cancerous  cells,  without 
obvious  side  effects,"  said  Dr.  Koo. 
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Cue  the 
violin 

U  of  T  Musk  prof  Scott  St.  John  juggles 
teaching  with  an  acclaimed performing  career 
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For  many  U  of  T  students,  music 
always  plays  a  key  role  in  daily  life. 
But  all  too  often  the  sounds  rising 
from  within  our  own  university 
are  overlooked.  This  is  somewhat 
understandable,  considering  the 
Faculty  of  Music  (Edward  Johnson 
Building)  is  so  neatly  tucked  away, 
hidden  by  the  ROM  and  concealed 
by  the  Faculty  of  Law.  But  every 
now  and  again,  a  student  strolling 
along  Philosopher's  Walk  will  hear 
the  gentle  melodies  rising  from 
the  Faculty — a  pleasant  comfort 
during  these  cold  snowy  days.  But 
over  the  past  year,  there  has  been 
new  music  within  the  department: 
the  passionate  tones  of  violinist 
Scott  St.  John. 

St.  John's  journey  to  U  of  T  is  a 
delightful  story.  It's  the  tale  of  a 
man  always  on  the  road,  perform- 
ing with  many  ensembles,  settling 
in  New  York,  but  finding  in  the 
end  that  all  roads  lead  to  U  of  T. 
His  good  friend  Shauna  Rolston, 
an  acclaimed  cellist  and  faculty 
member,  e-mailed  him  about  an 
opening  for  a  position  in  chamber 
music  instruction.  Up  to  that  point 
in  his  life,  St.  John  had  never  real- 
ly considered  teaching,  nor  was  he 
looking  for  openings  anywhere.  "I 
hadn't  planned  it  out,  but  it  turned 
out  to  be  one  of  the  best  decisions 
1  ever  made,"  he  recalled  in  a 
recent  interview.  And  so,  after  a 
long  road  traveled,  this  one-time 
prodigy  and  winner  of  numerous 
awards  found  his  niche  in  the  U  of 


T  Faculty  of  Music. 

So  what  exactly  is  his  niche? 
Scott  St.  John  has  a  passion  for 
chamber  music,  a  once-celebrated 
form  of  music  performance  where 
ensembles  are  small  and  intimate 
(anywhere  between  2-12  perform- 
ers). And  so  his  instruction  in 
this  type  of  music  comes  from 
his  belief  that  chamber  music 
truly  teaches  skills  of  team-build- 
ing and  cooperation  in  a  unique 
way  that  other  methods  cannot 
emulate.  His  teaching  has  brought 
this  spirit  to  U  of  T's  20  chamber 
music  ensembles  as  he  constantly 
strives  to  develop  the  Chamber 
Music  program  within  the  faculty. 
Unfortunately  his  efforts  too  often 
go  unnoticed  by  other  students 
and  the  general  public,  though 
they  are  well  known  to  some. 

St.  John  has  played  a  promi- 
nent role  in  building  the  Faculty's 
Chamber  Music  Outreach  pro- 
gram. This  program,  now  in  its 
third  year,  encourages  chamber 
ensembles  to  be  out  in  the  com- 
munity, sharing  their  gifts  of 
music.  Through  the  outreach  pro- 
gram, U  of  T  musicians  frequently 
perform  in  hospitals,  schools, 
homeless  shelters,  and  almost 
anywhere  they  feel  their  musical 
gifts  would  be  appreciated. 

Unfortunately,  this  program  has 
thus  far  failed  to  catch  the  public 
eye,  but  St.  John  feels  a  sense  of 
personal  success,  and  knows  that 
the  many  groups  in  the  commu- 
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nity  that  hear  the  performances 
greatly  enjoy  them.  And  this 
program  is  not  the  only  one  that 
rewards  people  with  the  gift  of 
chamber  music.  St.  John  has  been 
thrilled  with  the  development 
of  the  Felix  Galimir  Award  for 
chamber  musicians.  This  award 
program  is  designed  to  promote 
excellence  and  merit  in  chamber 
music  performance,  all  leading  to 
greater  musical  and  life  skills  in 
the  process. 


And  so  with  all  these  projects 
occupying  him  at  U  of  T,  St.  John 
is  delighted  to  be  part  of  the  uni- 
versity and  the  city  as  a  whole. 
But  even  though  he  has  a  most 
rigorous  timetable  at  school,  St. 
John  has  certainly  not  given  up 
on  his  prolific  performing  career. 
He  still  travels  widely,  attending 
chamber  music  festivals  around 
the  world,  meeting  many  musi- 
cians, and  gaining  the  wisdom 
that  comes  from  being  a  globetrot- 
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ter.  He  also  performs  here  at  home 
with  the  Music  Toronto  Chamber 
Society,  and  most  notably  with 
the  renowned  Juno  Award-win- 
ning Amici  Ensemble.  Coinciden- 
tally,  Amici  happens  to  be  the 
current  Ensemble-in-Residence  at 
the  Faculty  of  Music,  bringing  St. 
John's  chamber  music  world  full 
circle — where  performance  meets 
instruction. 

Just  before  coming  to  U  of  T, 
London-born  St.  John  had  been 
living  in  New  York,  one  of  the 
brightest  artistic  stages  in  the 
world.  And  while  many  would  say 
that  Toronto  just  isn't  on  the  same 
level  as  New  York  (or  London,  for 
that  matter),  St.  John  would  beg  to 
differ.  "Toronto  is  poised  to  take  a 
stand  in  classical  music,"  he  says, 
recognizing  the  city's  tremendous 
potential,  along  with  its  beautiful 
strength  in  multicultural  diversi- 
ty. He  notes  that  Toronto  has  only 
a  few  steps  to  take  to  emerge  onto 
the  world  stage  of  classical  music. 

One  of  those  steps  is  better 
recognition  of  Toronto's  classi- 
cal music  arts  community,  not  to 
mention  the  rich  Faculty  of  Music 
community  at  U  of  T.  St.  John  has 
expressed  some  disappointment 
at  the  lack  of  student  attendance  at 
Faculty  concerts  (especially  when 
the  concerts  are  free!),  where  the 
half-full  Walter  Hall  or  MacMillan 
Theatre  are  usually  populated 
with  mostly  non-students.  He  is 

Continued  on  next  page 
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Local  buzz  band  Hidden  Cameras  teamed  up  with  the  Toronto  Dance  Theatre 
for  a  series  of  shows  last  week.  See  the  next  issue  of  The  Varsity  for  a  review  of 
the  hot-ticket  performance. 
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Kippewa,  Box  340,  Westwood,  Massachusetts,  02090-0340,  U.S.A. 
tel:  781-762-8291  I  fax:  781-255-7167 


THE  S.A.T.  IS  HARD  TO  TAKE. 
IT'S  EVEN  HARDER 
TO  STEAL. 
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certainly  not  without  sympathy 
for  students'  busy  schedules  and 
the  pressures  of  student  life,  but 
also  stresses  that  classical  con- 
certs are  a  very  engaging  (and 
cheap)  form  of  recreation;  like  the 
recent  Bach  Cantata  festival,  a  se- 
ries of  free  lectures  and  concerts 
which  were  both  challenging  and 
entertaining. 

St.  John  also  offers  some  very 
optimistic  advice  to  the  busy  and 
first-time  concertgoers,  noting 
that  it's  usually  people  who  at- 
tend a  concert  for  the  first  time 
that  enjoy  it  the  most  and  often 
get  hooked  on  the  experience.  He 
uses  a  clever  analogy  to  explain: 
"For  a  child,  fast  food  is  terrific 
and  easy,  but  as  you  grow  up  you 
yearn  for  something  more  nutri- 
tious." And  with  his  tremendous 
performance  record,  St.  John  is 
no  stranger  to  seeing  and  meeting 
enthusiastic  students  in  the  audi- 
ence, and  with  that  knowledge  he 
hopes  that  more  U  of  T  students 
will  step  out  to  performances  in 
the  future. 

The  Faculty  of  Music  and  teach- 
ing are  at  the  center  of  St.  John's 
foreseeable  future — he's  eager  to 
continue  to  develop  its  core  cham- 
ber music  programs  and  outreach 
programs.  He  also  plans  to  partic- 
ipate in  many  more  performance 
projects,  including  performing 
Beethoven's  violin  sonatas, 
and  contemporary  composition 
performances.  And  so,  when  stu- 
dents walk  by  the  Faculty  of  Music 
on  one  of  these  wintery  days  and 
hear  the  vibrant  singing  tone  of 
the  violin,  they  should  know  that 
there's  a  new  song  being  played  at 
the  department  by  one  very  dedi- 
cated and  talented  virtuoso. 

Scon  St.  John  and  fellow  U  ofT 
Music  prof,  cellist  Shauna  Rolston, 
play  Brahms'  Double  Concerto  with 
the  Toronto  Symphony  Orchestra 
from  Feb.  18-21  at  Roy  Thomson 
Hall  (see  our  article  on  how  to  score 
cheap  tickets  to  the  symphony  in 
last  Monday's  special  All-Arts  issue). 
The  Amici  Ensemble  (minus  St. 
John,  who  does  however  join  them 
when  his  schedule  allows)  perform 
Mar  5  at  the  Glenn  Gould  Studio  at 
the  CBC. 
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Under  the  gun:  Stadium  deal  inches  closer 

New  facility  could  give  U  of  T  sports  programs  a  much  needed  boost 


by  REBECCA  ADDELMAN 

VARSITY  STAFF  


In  boardrooms  across  the  city,  U 
of  T  administrators  and  Maple  Leaf 
Sports  and  Entertainment  (MLSE) 
shareholders  are  attempting  to  ham- 
mer out  a  deal  that  could  see  a  new, 
25,000  seat  stadium  built  on  the  now 
empty  Varsity  site.  Larry  Tanen- 
baum,  chairperson  of  MLSE,  the 
company  that  owns  the  Toronto  Ma- 
ple Leafs  and  Raptors,  approached 
the  university  late  last  year  with 
a  proposal  to  build  a  new  sports 
facility  on  the  U  of  T  property.  The 
development  would  include  a  sta- 
dium outfitted  with  an  all-weather 
track,  a  refurbished  Varsity  arena,  a 
second  ice  surface,  and  commercial 
space  along  the  Bloor  Street  fagade. 
With  an  estimated  price  tag  of  $100 
million,  the  proposed  athletics  facil- 
ity will  be  financed  exclusively  by 
Mr.  Tanenbaum's  side.  In  exchange, 
the  university  will  lease  MLSE  the 
land  for  an  equally  impressive 
price  of  zero  dollars.  Eventually,  the 
stadium  would  be  donated  back  to 
the  university.  That  timeline  is  cur- 
rently set  at  35  years. 

With  these  parameters  estab- 
lished, and  a  partnership  inching 
closer  with  each  passing  day,  U  of 
T  coaches  are  finding  it  hard  to  con- 
tain their  excitement  over  the  deal. 
"I  can't  describe  my  emotions  about 
how  great  it  would  be,"  says  head 
track  and  field  coach  Carl  Georgevs- 
ki  about  the  proposed  development. 
"U  of  T  is  the  only  major  university 
that  doesn't  have  any  kind  of  out- 
door training  facility  for  track  and 


SPORTS  BRIEFS 


VOLLEYBALL 

It's  time  for  the  men's  and  women's 
varsity  volleyball  teams  to  get  their 
due. 

The  men's  team,  who  has  already 
guaranteed  itself  a  place  in  the  play- 
offs, is  ranked  an  impressive  eighth 
in  the  country.  This  weekend  they 
braved  the  weather  and  ventured 
to  Kitchener-Waterloo  where  they 
played  their  fifth  five-set  match  of 
the  season.  The  Blues  left  with  a  3-2 
victory  over  their  hosts,  the  Waterloo 
Warriors.  The  Blues  are  12-2  this 
season  and  show  no  signs  of  slowing 
down  anytime  soon. 

Eight  seems  to  be  a  lucky  number 
for  U  of  T  volleyball  teams.  Like  their 
male  counterparts,  the  women's  Varsi- 
ty Blues  are  ranked  eighth  in  Canada. 
They've  managed  to  remain  undefeat- 
ed for  most  of  this  season,  losing  their 
first  conference  match  to  the  Laurier 
Golden  Hawks  on  Jan.  19.  Shaking  off 
the  loss,  the  Blues  were  back  on  their 
game  this  weekend  when  they  hosted 
McMaster  this  weekend  and  scored 
themselves  a  3-1  victory. 

Anyone  who  says  that  U  of  T  isn't 
known  for  its  athletics  clearly  isn't 
looking  in  the  right  place — the  vol- 
leyball court.  -MICAYLAGRESCHNER 

FENCING 

The  U  of  T  fencing  teams  recently 
dominated  the  mat  at  the  OUA 
West  qualifier  competition,  held  at 
McMaster  this  weekend.  Both  the 
men  and  women  earned  bragging 
rights  with  each  team  claiming  the 


field.  You  take  a  look  at  how  well  our 
team  does,  and  that  is  without  any 
kind  of  facility  at  all." 

Likewise,  men's  hockey  coach 
Darren  Lowe  looks  forward  to  a  bet- 
ter-equipped future.  "I  think  that  we 
do  need  an  upgraded  facility... for 
both  men's  and  women's  [hockey] 
teams.  That  includes  dressing 
rooms,  work-out  facilities,  thera- 
py— everything  needs  to  be  a  little 
bit  more  up  to  date."  In  both  cases,  it 
is  the  deep  pockets  of  the  MLSE  that 
will  fund  U  of  T's  long  awaited  facil- 
ity and  equipment  overhaul. 

Crossing  their  fingers  in  the  pres- 
ent, these  Varsity  Blues  coaches  are 
also  keeping  an  eye  on  the  future. 
"Recruiting  is  very  difficult  at  this 
school,"  says  Lowe,  "not  because 
this  isn't  a  top  notch  institution, 
but  more  because  of  the  rigorous 
entry  requirements.  A  new  facility 
would  be  something  to  help  con- 
vince those  who  have  good  marks 
and  want  to  play  hockey  to  come 
to  U  of  T." 

For  Georgevski,  a  new  outdoor, 
all-weather,  eight-lane  track  and 
training  area  would  spare  him  many 
embarrassing  conversations.  "When 
high  school  students  ask  me  'where 
do  you  train?'  I  say  'at  St.  Michael's 
High  School,  at  Riverdale  park,  at 
Winston  Churchill  park,  and  a  little 
at  Varsity  field... but  we  don't  really 
have  a  real  outdoor  training  facility 
on  campus.'"  Being  able  to  boast  a 
brand  new,  state-of-the-art  track 
could  help  Georgevski  and  others 
recruit  would-be  star  athletes  to  U 
of  T's  programs. 

Despite  the  decided  advantages 


title  and  winning  a  ride  to  the  2004 
OUA  Championships,  which  will  take 
place  at  Kingston's  RMC  at  the  end  of 
February. 

Although  an  exceptional  showing 
all  around,  certain  Blues  perfor- 
mances stood  out.  Will  Buchner,  Keith 
Yeung,  Corrine  Chapeskie,  Laura 
Kraft,  Christine  Zia,  Alison  MacLach- 
lan  and  Gathering  Migliore  all  deserve 
special  mention  as  they  walked  away 
from  the  tournament  with  individual 
medals. 

The  fencing  teams  are  poised  for  a 
victory  this  season  and  will  likely  not 
disappoint.  Fans,  faculty,  students, 
alumni,  coaches  and  team  members 
alike  should  keep  their  eyes  and 
ears  open  for  more  good  things  to 
come  from  these  U  of  T  students  with 
swords.  -MG 

FIGURE  SKATING 

The  Blues  placed  third  in  the  an- 
nual Figure  Skating  Invitational  at 
Varsity  Arena  this  weekend.  Despite 
a  stunning  performance  by  couple 
Laura  Stoveld  and  Ellen  Simone,  it  was 
Queen's  that  came  out  on  top  overall. 
Stoveld  and  Simone's  success  "didn't 
come  as  a  surprise,"  says  Coach  Kim 
Graves,  noting  that  they  are  "well 
matched  [and]  look  wonderful  as 
a  couple  on  the  ice."  It  was  a  good 
showing  for  the  men's  team  as  well. 
Craig  Laurier  finished  first  in  the  solo 
dance,  and  Allan  Chung  took  top  spot 
in  the  free  skate.  Varsity  Blues  hit  the 
ice  next  on  Feb.  13-14  for  the  OUA  fi- 
nals in  Waterloo.  -DENNIS CHOQUETTE 


this  deal  could  bring  for  select  varsi- 
ty teams,  the  real  winners,  say  those 
involved,  will  be  U  of  T  and  the  city 
of  Toronto.  An  athletics  complex  of 
this  kind  is  a  "wildly  important  en- 
hancement to  the  university,"  says 
Dellandrea,  adding  "[Larry  Tanen- 
baum]  is  really  interested  in  quality 
of  life  in  this  city,  and  he  believes,  as 
we  believe,  that  this  would  enhance 
the  quality  of  life  in  Toronto." 

"The  university  stands  to  benefit 
most  out  of  this  facility,"  says  Geor- 
gevski, who  imagines  a  time  not  far 
from  now  when  U  of  T  will  be  able 
to  host  national  and  international 
level  track  and  field  competitions. 
"Just  imagine  having  the  national 
high  school  championships  here," 
he  fantasizes,  "to  have  those  3,000 
students  walk  around  our  campus 
and  see  what  a  great  place  it  is — it 
would  change  their  minds  about 
what  a  big,  ugly  place  Toronto 
is... we  couldn't  buy  that  kind  of 
advertising." 

In  addition  to  housing  many 
Varsity  Blues  intercollegiate  teams, 
the  new  facility  could  potentially 
play  host  to  the  Toronto  Argonauts 
CFL  franchise.  Recovering  from 
bankruptcy,  the  new  Argos  owners 
David  Cynamon  and  Howard  So- 
kolowski  are  scouring  the  city  for  an 
alternative  to  the  wildly  expensive 
SkyDome — the  team's  playing  field 
since  1989.  The  U  of  T  site  and  a  pro- 
posed stadium  at  York  University 
are  two  alternatives  currently  under 
consideration.  Other  major  league 
tenants  of  the  proposed  Varsity 
development  would  be  MLSE's  own 
Toronto  Maple  Leafs.  The  NHL  club 


would  most  likely  use  the  second  ice 
surface,  an  arena  with  no  spectator 
space,  to  practice. 

Despite  U  of  T's  firm  stance  to 
prioritize  students  at  the  sports 
facility,  there  have  been  concerns 
raised  over  the  schedule-juggling 
sharing  with  the  pros  will  entail.  For 
the  hockey  teams,  the  construction 
of  the  second  rink  will  ease  the  bur- 
den on  ice  time,  allowing  the  Blues 
and  the  Leafs  to  happily  share  two 
surfaces.  Lowe  also  points  out  that 
the  Maple  Leafs,  like  most  profes- 
sional hockey  clubs,  practice  at 
either  10  a.m.  or  noon,  not  at  inter- 
collegiate times,  which  is  generally 
in  the  late  afternoon  and  evening.  "1 
think  we  can  co-exist,"  says  Geor- 
gevski, speaking  about  the  Argos 
with  whom  his  track  and  field  squad 
would  share  the  stadium.  "For  our 
kids  to  have  the  Toronto  Maple 
Leafs  and  Argos  in  and  around 
[the  facility] — it  could  be  a  terrific 
motivator  for  them  to  see  what  the 
professional  life  is  all  about." 

Of  course,  the  new  sports  complex 
would  not  come  without  its  cost  to 
students.  "There  would  be  much 
more  service  to  students,"  says  Del- 
landrea, "and  I'm  speculating  here, 
but  1  would  assume  that  there  would 
be  some  sort  of  increase  to  student 
athletic  fees."  The  deal  continues  to 
hinge  on  details  such  as  these,  and 
still  needs  to  be  ratified  by  U  of  T's 
Governing  Council.  A  governance 
vote  is  scheduled  for  no  sooner  than 
February. 

Perhaps  the  most  unsettling  and 
unpredictable  "x-factor"  in  the  talks 
is  the  position  of  the  Argos.  "The 


unknown  is  how  much  time  are  the 
Argo  owners  going  to  give  MLSE  to 
make  a  deal,"  says  Dellandrea.  "The 
gun  they're  under — in  order  to  run  a 
viable  franchise — is  to  get  the  Argos 
out  of  the  SkyDome.  Their  publicly 
stated  goal  is  to  have  the  Argos  in 
a  new  stadium  by  the  2006  season. 
Would  they  give  Tanenbaum  six 
months  to  construct  a  deal?  1  doubt 
it.  You  need  the  shovel  in  the  ground 
by  2004." 

Until  these  kinks  are  ironed  out, 
coaches  and  athletes  will  have 
to  sit  back  and  wait  for  a  final 
decision  to  come  down  from  the 
number-crunching  boardrooms  on 
high.  It's  been  almost  two  weeks 
since  the  MLSE  shareholders  gave 
Tanenbaum  the  greenlight  to  con- 
tinue negotiations,  but  things  still 
remain  tenuous.  "This  deal,"  says 
Dellandrea,  "is  a  very  thin  deal... If 
you  took  your  heart  out  of  it,  and 
only  looked  at  it  with  your  head  and 
numbers,  1  don't  think  you'd  do  it." 
Tanenbaum  is  only  the  second-larg- 
est personal  shareholder  of  MLSE 
-  it  is  the  Teachers  pension  fund  and 
the  Toronto  Dominion  Bank  that 
own  the  majority  of  the  company, 
and  as  Dellandrea  puts  it,  "pension 
funds  and  banks  are  not  much  in  the 
business  of  putting  civic  pride  first 
and  foremost... they're  [in  the  busi- 
ness] of  numbers." 

Perhaps  Lowe  sums  up  the  twists 
and  turns  of  the  proposed  deal  best. 
"I've  been  here  for  nine  years,"  says 
the  hockey  coach,  "and  1  think  ever 
since  1  got  here  they've  been  build- 
ing a  new  facility.  So  it's  more  'I'll 
believe  it  when  1  see  it.'" 


Burning  rubber 


 .  .    

COURTESY  OF  THE FPEH 


Jocelyn  Adu-Gyamfi  (middle)  races  to  gold  in  the  60  m  next  to  teammate  Melanie 
Chiu  Oeft)  at  the  2004  Can  Am  Classic,  held  Jan.  17  at  the  University  of  Windsor.  This 
past  weekend,  the  U  of  T  track  and  field  team  hosted  the  Nike  Invitational  where  14 
Blues  reached  the  podium.  Among  those  who  logged  outstanding  performances  was 
pole-vaulter  Amara  Gossin,  who  came  first  in  her  event  and  is  on  her  way  to  the  CIS 
championships.  Trevor  Caldwell  leads  the  country  in  the  1500  m  race,  clocking  in  this 
weekend  with  an  exceptional  time  of  3:53:0.  High-jumper  Ben  Comeau  also  placed  first 
for  the  Blues.  Cameron  Sahadath  finished  second  in  the  60  m  hurdles,  and  is  currently 
ranked  #5  in  the  CIS. 
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SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED 

Looking  for  men  between  the  ages  of 
18-38  to  participate  in  a  sperm  donor 
program  ttiat  pays  up  to  $190  weekly. 
Call  XYTEX  at '116-924-3021. 

HAVE  THE  SUMMER  OF  YOUR  LIFE 

At  a  prestigious  coed  sleepaway  camp 
in  the  beautiful  Pocono  Mountains  of 
Pennsylvania,  2  '/2  hours  from  NYC. 
We're  seeking  counselors  who  can 
teach  any  Team  &  Individual  Sports, 
Tennis,  Gymnastics,  Horseback  Riding, 
mt.  Biking,  Theatre,  Tech  Theatre, 
Circus,  IVIagic,  Arts  &  Crafts,  Pioneering, 
Climbing  Tower,  Water  Sports,  Music, 
Dance.  Science,  or  Computers.  Kitchen 
and  maintenance  positions  also  avail- 
able. Great  salaries  and  perks.  Plenty 
of  free  time.  Internships  available  for 
many  majors.  On-campus  interviews 
on  February  4th.  Call  800-869-6083 
between  9  and  5  eastern  time  on 
weekdays  for  application,  brochure, 
&  information,  www.islandlake.com 
info@islandlake.com. 

KID'S  CAMP 

Near  Montreal  hiring  staff  for  Water- 
ski,  High-Ropers/Climbing  Walls, 
Drama  Director,  Golf,  Kayak,  Sail, 
Canoe,  Windsurf,  Swim,  Basketball, 
Tennis.  Soccer,  Baseball,  Pottery, 
Arts&Crafts,  Beadmaking,  Photo,  Archery, 
Gymnastics,  www.pripsleinscamp.com 
email  CV  to:  CAMP@BELLNET.CA 

MODELS  REQUIRED 

For  hair  cutting,  colouring  and  styling. 
Call  manager  at  Salon  Vivace  416-324- 
9008. 

COMPUTER  GEEK  OR  COMPUTER 
MAJOR  REQUIRED 

For  freelance  work  with  small  downtown 
company.  Web  creation  and  networking 
knowledge  a  must.  Details  416-280-61 13. 

MYSTERY  SHOPPERS 

Urgently  wanted.  Fun  &  perfect  for 
student.  Fle.xible  hours,  excellent  pay, 
PT/FT.  FREE:  Dining,  shopping,  movie, 
video,  travel  &  merchandise.  Call  416- 
202  S844  ext  8 


Classifieds 


LARGE  BEACH  DUPLEX  ON  AN 
AMAZING  STREET 

Stunning  2  storey,  2  bedrooms,  2  modern 
baths,  fireplace,  skylights,  &  free  top 
deck.  $1,800  plus  utilities.  Available  mid 
April.  Call  416-690-5100  Dianne  Chaput. 

FURNISHED  BACHELOR  APARTMENT 

$700.00/month  (including  utilities) 
-  Private-Kitchen,  bedroom,  bathroom. 
Space  available  May  1/2004,  Palmerston 
Boulevard  at  the  Bloor  Subway.  Parking, 
laundry,  no  pets,  non-smoker,  separate 
entrance.  Reliable  -  references  are 
needed.  Ideal  for  a  student.  Please 
telephone  (416)  531-5673  (please  leave 
a  message). 

RIVERDALE 

2  Bedroom  +  to  share.  Deck,  yard.  $500/ 
month.  Female  preferred.  416-526-9095. 


SKI  BIG  WHITE/SILVERSTAR 

For  $995,  Feb  14-21.  Includes:  flights 
7  nights  accommodations,  6  day  lifts, 
transfers  and  all  taxes.  All  Ontario  Uni 
versify  SKI  Week.  Call  1-888-4SK1CAN. 


ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/3.50  min  in  business  hrs  +. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 

HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor.  Roger  Spalding,  M.A„ 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies.  Zoology  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessav@bellnet.ca 


KNOX  BOOK  SALE 

Feb.  4-5,  2004  in  the  Knox  College 
Library,  59  St.  George.  9:00  AM  to  4:00 
PM.  Theology  and  other  subjects.  Free 
admission! 

REFLECT 

A  Social  Awareness  Art  Show  at  U.C.,  will 
take  place  on  January  28th  (2-9  p.m.) 
and  January  29th  (11  a.m.-9  p.m.)  in  the 
East  Hall  of  U.C.  with  performance  art 
featuring  work  by  Motion  and  others  at 
7  p.m.  on  Thursday  Free  admission,  all 
welcome. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  r  sum  s  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 


COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C,  C-H-,  VB  and  Data  Structures. 
Tutoring,  Exam  Review,  Programming 
Lessons.  Ed  416-785-5115  students 
@cstutoring.com 

ESL TUTOR 

Certified  ESL  teacher  (U  of  T  English 
grad)  will  help  you  improve  conversa- 
tion, pronunciation,  TOEFL  grammar, 
writing  skills.  Good  rates.  Call  Lisa  (416) 
648-3186. 

GET  HELP  NOW  ' 

Tutor.  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  133,135,136, 235,  CHM  138,  139. 
247,  PHYS  110,  STATS  221,  ECO  220.  Past 
tests  and  exams  with  solutions  available 
for  practice  (416)  785-8898. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 
issue-Monday  noon.  Enquires:  416-946-7604,  em£ul:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


Beautiful  Sou 


Lovelace  Sandia  is  located  in  New  Mexico's  largest  city,  Albuquerque,  and  is 
surrounded  by  the  Sandia  and  Manzano  mountain  ranges.  Albuquerque  is  a 
university  town  of  750,000,  where  the  sun  shines  365  days  of  the  year.  Outdoor 
enthusiasts  will  appreciate  being  thirty  minutes  from  Sandia  Peak  for  skiing  and 
snowboarding.  Hiking  and  biking  trails  also  abound.  Albuquerque  is  fifty  miles 
from  historic  Santa  Fe  with  its  rich  culture,  museums  and  art  galleries. 

Please  join  us  at  the  Marskell  Job  Fair 
February  7th  &  8th 
Sheraton  Centre  Hotel  Toronto  •  Booth  #28 

We  have  opportunities  available  for  Registered  Nurses  System  Wide.  If  you 
are  unable  to  attend,  please  forward  your  resume  to:  Human  Resources 
Department,  1258  Ortiz  Drive  S.E.,  Albuquerque,  NM  87108; 
E-mail:  nurserecruiter@lovelacesandia.com 


lovelacesandia.com 
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Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Albuquerque  Regional  Medical  Center  •  Lovelace  Medical  Center 
Northeast  Heights  Medical  Center  •  Rehabilitation  Hospital  of  NM  •  West  Mesa  Medical  Center 
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Day  of  Action  sweeps  across  campus 


Students  hold  "debt 
graduation"  at 
St.  George 


by  NAOMI  FA^CE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


If  you  happened  to  be  at  Sidney  Smith 
around  1  pm  yesterday  you  would 
have  had  the  chance  to  see  a  gradua- 
tion ceremony  with  a  difference. 

A  group  of  students  dressed  in 
robes  participated  in  a  "debt  gradu- 
ation" where  they  stepped  up  on 
stage  and  showed  the  crowd  how 
much  debt  they  had  accumulated  in 
their  time  at  university.  MPP  Rosario 
Marchese  also  received  an  honorary 
degree  and  made  a  speech  about  how 
the  government  had  been  underfund- 
ing  education.  Upon  receiving  his 
Honoris  Debtis,  Marchese  gave  a 
tongue-in-cheek  speech  where  he 
thanked  the  government  for  "all  that 
they  have  done  for  me.  Thanks  to 
the  federal  Liberal  government  we 
are  practically  eliminating  poverty 
and  people  like  me  will  not  be  able  to 
come  here  one  day  and  enjoy  such  an 
award."  The  ceremony  was  part  of  the 
National  Day  of  Action  organized  by 
the  Canadian  Federation  of  Students. 

One  of  the  "debt  graduates,"  Chris- 
topher Collins,  who  will  be  starting  a 
PhD  in  computer  science,  has  accu- 
mulated a  debt  of  $39  000  from  banks. 
"1  have  to  pay  interest  on  this  loan... I 
have  four  years  to  go  and  I'm  quite 
worried.  The  main  message  of  today 
is  that  we  need  a  tuition  freeze... the 
budget  should  be  funded  by  public 
funding.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
government." 

Two  students  performers,  Neil  aka 
"Logical  Ethix"  and  Sourav  Deb  aka 
"Unknown  Misery"  also  took  the  stage 
to  entertain  in  inform  the  crowd  with 
their  spoken  word  and  music  before 
everyone  braved  the  cold  to  take  the 
message  of  tuition  reduction  around 
the  campus. 

The  crowd  moved  up  St.  George  and 
stopped  outside  OlSE  where  speeches 
were  made.  Sherry  Rosner  from  the 
Ontario  Secondary  School  Teachers 
Federation  said  "I  want  to  convey 
our  support  and  solidarity  with  your 
efforts  here  today. .  .we  know  the  value 
of  quality  public  education  ...like  you 
we  know  that  education  is  a  right. .  .we 
know  that  all  Canadians  have  a  re- 
sponsibility to  provide  your  genera- 
tion with  an  education  unimpeded  by 
financial  barriers." 

Anthony  Kola-Olusanya,  a  VP  of 
OISE  graduates  made  the  point  that 
"quality  education  is  freezing  tuition 
permanently  and  rolling  back  the  cost 
of  tuition  so  the  debt  burden  of  stu- 
dents can  be  reduced  permanently." 

Students    with    disabilities  also 
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Education  siiouldu't  be  a 

DEBT  StHUKa 


KARA  DILLON 

Students  inarch  under  the  shadow  of  Soldier's  Tower  on  the  downtown  campus  as  they  protest  tuition. 
Similar  demonstrations  happened  across  the  nation  yesterday. 

Pervert  stalks  sorority 


byFEONCHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Police  have  issued  a  public  warning 
that  a  possible  sex  offender  is  prowling 
near  the  U  of  T  campus  in  the  Bloor  and 
Spadina  area. 

The  white  male  suspect  is  described 
to  be  in  his  late  20's  to  early  30's,  with 
short  hair,  between  5'7"  and  6'  tall  with 
a  medium  build  and  sometimes  with  a 
goatee.  Reports  say  he  has  been  seen 
lurking  in  the  streets  of  Madison  and 
Huron,  where  many  frat  houses  are 
located,  and  looking  into  the  windows 
of  sorority  houses.  As  well,  reports  say 


there  have  been  incidents  where  the 
male  was  masturbating  in  the  area. 

Detective  Dan  Ross  of  52  Division 
says  at  the  present  time,  there  have 
not  been  cases  of  sexual  assault  but 
he  notes  that  "the  suspect  seems  to 
be  more  bold  in  exposing  himself."  He 
adds,  "There  was  a  previous  complaint 
where  [the  suspect]  grabbed  a  female's 
jacket." 

Ross  says  the  Bloor  and  Spadina 
area  is  now  under  special  attention  and 
both  uniformed  and  non-uniformed 
police  officers  are  frequently  patrolling 
the  streets.  Ross  also  advises  sorori- 
ties in  the  Madison  and  Huron  area  to 


stay  alert. 

The  president  of  Kappa  Kappa 
Gamma,  a  sorority  located  at  32  Madi- 
son Ave.,  is  aware  of  the  male  suspect 
and  says  that  security  features  are  in 
place  to  ensure  safety.  On  the  condi- 
tion of  anonymity,  the  president  said 
"We  have  a  house  alarm  and  our  blinds 
are  always  down." 

In  the  past  month,  there  have  been 
seven  to  eight  similar  cases  reported 
and  Ross  believes  it  is  the  same  per- 
son. "The  bottom  line  is  he's  looking  for 
females  walking  in  the  streets. .  .so  walk 
with  a  buddy,  stay  out  of  secluded  ar- 
eas, keep  your  head  up  and  be  alert." 


Economic 
cagematch 


Energy 
crisis 


Strong  contingent 
rally  in  Mississauga, 
Scarborough 


byALI  SANA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Average  university  tuition  is  126 
per  cent  higher  than  in  1990.  Only 
8.31  per  cent  of  university  revenues 
come  from  the  government,  and 
Ontario  has  the  worst  funding  rates 
despite  being  the  richest  province. 

At  UTM,  some  are  oblivious  to 
this,  some  just  pay  whatever  num- 
ber pops  up  on  ROSI,  and  some 
rage.  The  best  place  to  see  the 
various  sentiments  of  the  students 
regarding  tuition  and  student  debt 
was  the  innovative  "Student  Wall  of 
Debt,"  a  mainstay  of  all  rallies  and 
events  regarding  tuition  for  the  past 
several  years. 

Student  Scott  Patterson  wrote  "I 
owe  nothing,  quit  crying  about  mon- 
ey and  get  a  summer  job  that  pays 
well,  it  only  takes  a  minute  amount 
of  effort.  Prepare  in  advance  for 
this!"  But  as  Zeeshan  Baig  retorted 
in  his  message  two  inches  away 
from  Patterson's,  "That's  like  getting 
prepared  for  getting  screwed  up  the 
a$$,  Scott." 

Feb.  4  was  the  day  students  all 
across  Canada  got  together  to  make 
some  noise  about  the  financial  state 
of  university  education.  UTM  got  its 
own  taste  of  student  involvement  as 
some  400  students  crowded  into  the 
Student  Centre  in  a  concentration 
rarely  seen.  They  milled  about,  got 
some  free  pizza  and  while  some 
tuned  out,  most  tuned  into  the 
speakers  present  for  the  event. 

First  to  speak  was  Rick  Tefler,  a 
Canadian  Federation  of  Students 
(CFS)  Ontario  representative  who 
outlined  the  situation  and  the  pro- 
vincial government's  pivotal  role  in 
post-secondary  funding. 

Second  to  speak  was  Bob  Del- 
aney,  MPP  Mississauga  West.  Del- 
aney  promised  that  the  concerns 
of  students  would  be  heard  by  the 
Ontario  government.  He  went  on  to 
say  that  he  understood  the  need  for 
betterment  of  the  student  situation 
in  Ontario;  and  Delaney  re-affirmed 
the  promise  was  going  to  come 
eventually. 

He  likened  the  Liberals'  interest 
in  students  to  any  government's 
interest  in  building  upon  a  resource 
and  while  oil  might  be  a  resource 
for  some  countries,  Canada's  re- 
source is  apparently  "whatever  is 
between  your  ears."  Delaney  closed 
off  by  expressing  his  appreciation 
for  the  event,  which  went  off  quite 
smoothly  with  good  numbers,  and 
even  went  so  far  as  to  say  his  fellow 
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DO  YOU  HAVE  A  SISTER  OR  BROTHER 
WHO  HAS  BEEN  DIAGNOSED  WITH  A 
MAJOR  MENTAL  ILLNESS? 

A  University  of  Toronto  researcher  is  interested 
in  interviewing  you  about  the  impact  this  has 
had  on  you  and  your  family.  You  will  be  asked 
to  participate  in  a  2-hour  interview  held  at  the 
downtown  campus.  Participants  will  receive 
an  honorary  payment. 

To  learn  more  about  this  study,  please  contact 
CHARMAINE  WILLIAMS  @  416.946.8225 


"Because  Practice  Without  Approach  is  Hazardous." 

For  a  legal  problem  you  want  a  lawyer. 
For  an  LSAT  book  you  want  the  finest  author. 
For  an  LSAT  PREP  Course  you  want  the  finest  teacher. 
Only  prep.com  offers  all  three! 

This  spring  and  summer  John  Richardson,  BA.,  LLB,  J.D.  author  of 
Mastering  the  LSAT  and  Law  Sctiool  Bound  will  for  the  23"* 
consecutive  year  PERSONALLY  teach  his  LIVE  program  on  the  U  of  T 
campus.  The  Mastering  The  LSAT  program  begins  May  8  and  May  15. 
Weekend  Prep  starts  May  8,  May  15,  May  29  &  June  4. 


To  suscribe  to  the  Law  School  Bound 
email  newsletter,  email:  lawnews@prep.com 
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(416)  410-PREP  -  learn@prep.com  -  www.prep.com 
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CALL  FOR  PROPOSALS: 

The  House  Committee  has  had  tremendous  success  co-hosting  themed 
5-BUCK  LUNCHES  in  the  Great  Hail.  Hundreds  have  attended  these  cheap 
and  delicious  lunches  which  have  highlighted:  LUNAR  NEW  YEAR, 
INTERNATIONAL  CULTURES  &  CUISINES,  MID-TERM  MADNESS! 

Our  MARCH  25th  date  is  open  and  we  invite  proposals  from  recognized 
campus  groups  (individually  or  together  around  a  theme)  to  plan  and 
host  a  5-BUCKER  with  us!  We  will  subsidize  the  costs  of  food  and  publicity! 

WHAT  YOUR  GROUP  NEEDS  TO  DO: 

•  Prepare  a  short  themed  proposal  including  menu,  decorations,  tabling, 
entertainment,  how  it  will  involve  UofT  students 
•  Submit  proposals  by  Friday,  Feb.  13th  tO: 
iaura.kraft@utoronto.ca  -  OR  -  kaejay@hotmail.com 

THE  WINNING  GROUP(S)  WILL  BE  NOTIFIED  BY  WED.,  FEB.  25th 


HART  HOUSE  IS  YOUR  STUDENT  CENTRE 

Why  not  be  part  of  it  by  hosting  your  very  own  5-BUCK  LUNCH? 


SUBMISSION  DEADLINE:  FRIDAY,  FEB.  13th 

Questions??  416.978.8400 


Hgii 


HartH  OUSe  University  of  Toronto 

7  Hart  House  Circle,  Toronto  M5S  3H3,  Ontario 
Phone:  416.978.2452  www.haithouse.utoronto  ca 


Tarnished  brass:  three  U  of  T 
execs  spUt  in  one  week 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


According  to  information  leaked  from 
a  private  Governing  Council  meeting, 
ex-provost  Shirley  Neuman's  depar- 
ture was  far  from  amicable. 

An  inside  source  claims  that 
Neuman  had  run-ins  with  "every 
single  dean"  in  the  past  year,  and  that 
she  was  "basically  canned."  The  em- 
battled provost  had  been  previously 
lambasted  in  public  by  a  cadre  of  stu- 
dent leaders  as  well  as  the  Faculty  of 
Physical  Education  and  Health. 


The  fallout  from  last  Friday's 
resignation  will  have  a  potentially 
devastating  effect  on  U  of  T's  future. 
Neuman  had  been  preparing  the  uni- 
versity's white  papers  before  her  de- 
parture, but  the  process  was  far  from 
complete.  The  white  papers  were  to 
set  out  U  of  T's  academic  plans  for 
the  next  eight  years,  if  not  longer,  and 
bringing  in  a  replacement  to  pick  up 
the  slack  now  will  be  very  difficult. 

But  Neuman's  ousting  wasn't  the 
only  Shockwave  coursing  through 
Simcoe  Hall  this  week.  At  the  same 
Governing  Councfl  meeting  it  was  an- 


nounced that  Felix  Chee,  VP  Business 
Affairs,  would  be  leaving  his  post  in 
order  to  become  the  President  of  the 
U  of  T  Asset  Management  Corpora- 
tion (UTAM).  The  U  of  T  company 
was  gored  in  the  press  last  year  after 
it  had  been  revealed  that  its  invest- 
ments had  lost  at  least  $320  million 
in  the  past  year.  Also  this  week, 
Sheldon  Levy,  VP  Government  and 
Institution  Affairs,  officially  ended  his 
tenure,  and  will  be  taking  a  post  at  the 
new  Ontario  Institute  of  Technology 
(OIUT),  bringing  the  number  of  exit- 
ing execs  to  three  in  one  week. 


Election  woes  continue  at  York 


by  IAN  HA 

VABSITY  STAFF 


York  University  is  embroiled  yet  again 
in  a  squabble  between  the  recently 
ousted  York  Federation  of  Students 
(YFS)  council  and  the  one  that  re- 
placed it. 

Outgoing  council  members,  who 
were  officially  removed  from  office 
Jan.  23,  and  their  supporters  are  mov- 
ing to  block  by-law  amendments  put 
forward  by  the  new  council  executives. 
Holding  campus  demonstrations  last 
Tuesday,  opposition  members  said 
the  changes — which  ask  to  by-pass 
March  general  elections — go  beyond 
the  political  reforms  promised  by  the 
winning  coalition  in  last  November's 
by-elections. 

"1  don't  think  it's  fair,"  said  demon- 
strator and  former  fine  arts  councilor 
Kathryn  Waters.  "You'll  have  to  do  a 
whole  lot  of  consultation  with  your 
student  body  before  that  happens." 

Supporters  assert  the  question  is  all 
about  recouping  lost  time.  "It's  impos- 
sible to  uphold  democracy  now  if  we 
held  elections,"  countered  Stefan  San- 
tamaria,  VP  Academic.  Santamaria 
says  more  time  is  needed  to  fulfill  their 
mandate.  "Six  days  is  not  ample  time." 

The  lost  time  Santamaria  speaks  of 
concerns  the  recent  election  fiasco. 


The  situation  started  when  general 
elections  to  be  held  last  March  were 
pushed  until  Nov.  23  after  incumbent 
council  members  cried  foul  over  elec- 
tion "irregularities." 

Despite  an  overwhelming  major- 
ity win  for  the  Progress  Not  Politics 
(PNP)  slate  in  the  Nov.  23  by-elections, 
executives  refused  to  ratify  the  results 
until  charges  of  campaign  overspend- 
ing were,  in  their  eyes,  dealt  with  in  a 
fair  manner. 

Under  financial  pressure  from 
York's  administration  (who  temporar- 
ily withdrew  levy  funding  to  YFS  in 
January)  and  mediation  through  the 
Constituency  Committee,  however, 
the  YFS  finally  ratified  the  results  on 
Jan  23. 

Waters  sees  no  problem  in  running 
general  elections  in  March  and  ex- 
tending the  current  council's  stay  in 
office  for  several  weeks.  Waters  is  per- 
plexed, too,  that  current  executives 
are  attempting  to  extend  their  period 
in  office  while  having  accused  the  out- 
going council  of  egregiously  extending 
theirs  (The  forfeited  March  elections 
extended  the  outgoing  council's  time 
in  office  by  several  months). 

"For  them  to  repeat  that  mistake 
confuses  me,"  she  said. 

"Their  mentality  is  impossible  to 
understand,"  said  Santamaria  of  dem- 


onstrators who  accuse  the  council  of 
despotism.  "They're  only  interested  in 
democracy  when  it  works  for  them." 

The  council  hopes  a  by-law  requir- 
ing general  elections  to  be  held  within 
a  year  of  ratification — rather  than 
on  a  fixed  timetable — will  give  them 
time  to  draft  new  by-laws  this  sum- 
mer in  order  to  remove  kinks  they 
say  hampers  effectiveness.  The  first 
by-law  amendment  goes  to  council 
this  Tuesday. 

"We're  looking  to  get  these  [by- 
laws] fixed,"  said  Santamaria. 

Santamaria,  for  instance,  wants  to 
avoid  the  conflict  of  interest  inherent 
in  having  outgoing  councils  ratify  in- 
coming ones.  He  likened  the  arrange- 
ment to  a  "dictatorial  regime." 

For  now,  York's  administration  is 
looking  to  keep  an  even  distance  this 
time  around.  As  reported  yesterday 
in  the  Excalibur,  York's  student  news- 
paper, VP  of  Students  Bonnie  Neuman 
suggested  the  latest  by-law  riff  be 
resolved  internally  by  YFS. 

The  movement  to  fix  York's  political 
situation  is  paralleled  by  similar  mo- 
tions being  taken  here  at  U  of  T. 
Constitutional  amendments  drafted 
to  mitigate  political  contention  will 
be  presented  at  today's  SAC  Annual 
General  Meeting  at  Erindale  for  rati- 
fication. 


LASER  VISION  CORRECTION! 
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Experience 

Across  Canada,  LASIK  MD 
doctors  have  performed  over 
100,000  laser  vision  correction 
procedures,  more  than  any 
other  group. 

Technology 

We  offer  patients  state-of-the-art 
technology  and  eye  evaluation 
equipment,  including  the 
Bausch  &  Lomb  Zyoptix  laser. 

Results 

The  large  majority  of  our 
patients  achieve  20/20  vision. 
Those  are  results  you  can  see. 


MmM/CING  AVAILABLE. 


Our  fee  covers:  pre-procedure  examinations,  laser 
treatment  and  follow-up. 


$ 


•  Valid  until  February  29,  2004. 

Prices  may  vary  based  on  prescription  strengih. 
Applicable  to  surgery  of  both  eyes. 


Prices  starting  at 


/eye* 


EXCELLENT  CARE 


(416)  362-8677 


Montreal  •  Toronto  •  Mississauga  •  Niagara  Falls  •  Calgary 


1-866-366-2020  •  www.lasikmd.com 


news@thevar$ity.ca 


Women's  learning  group  kicks  off  with  gala 


by  DAVID  SHIGA 

VARSITY  STAFF 

Are  we  living  in  a  "post-feminist"  age? 

That  was  one  of  the  few  points  of 
contention  at  the  inaugural  gala  for 
Women  in  Life  Learning. 

On  Friday,  the  new  student  group 
filled  Trinity  College's  Seely  Hall  with 
supporters  and  curious  community 
members  for  a  night  of  speeches,  mu- 
sic, and  food. 

Joanna  Marinova,  the  group's  presi- 
dent and  a  third  year  international 
relations  student,  said  she'd  been 
looking  for  an  organization  to  support 
women  in  their  career  and  life  aspira- 
tions, but  found  most  were  devoted  to 
helping  women  in  distress. 

"What  about  preventive  measures?" 
she  said.  "Of  those  1  found  very  few." 


Marinova  spoke  of  the  difficulty 
women  face  in  achieving  "a  balance 
of  being  strong  and  independent,  but 
also  having  the  confidence  to  be  soft 
and  feminine." 

The  group  plans  to  help  women 
expand  their  life  options  by  hosting 
speakers  on  topics  like  careers  in 
science,  and  holding  workshops  on 
Web  design  and  contract  negotiation, 
among  other  things. 

Although  Marinova  had  asked  Pro- 
fessor Sylvia  Bashevkin  to  talk  about 
women's  rights  in  a  "post-feminist" 
age,  Bashevkin  took  issue  with  the 
premise. 

"I  have  to  say  I  do  not  believe  we 
are  in  a  post-feminist  age,"  said  Ba- 
shevkin, director  of  the  Canadian  Stud- 
ies program  at  University  College.  "1  do 
not  believe  the  struggle  for  women's 


equality  has  already  been  completed." 

Reaction  from  the  audience  was 
positive. 

"It's  good  to  see  that  women's  issues 
are  getting  to  the  forefront  again,"  said 
Jessica  Mustachi,  a  second-year  inter- 
national development  student. 

Hearing  the  speeches  "makes  you 
want  to  make  a  difference,"  said  Annie 
Chow,  a  third-year  women's  studies 
and  city  studies  student. 

Organizers  were  pleased  with  the 
turnout  and  audience  response.  "I 
feel  pretty  damn  good  about  it,"  said 
Marinova. 

"People  are  always  talking  about 
apathy,  but  today  I'm  not  feeling  it," 
said  Bernadette  Maheandiran,  who  is 
a  vice-president  of  the  group.  "I  defi- 
nitely think  if  you  meet  a  certain  niche, 
people  will  show  up." 


DAVID  SHIGA 

SAC's  VP  for  Student  Life  Dylan  Rae,  former  SAC  presidential 
candidate  Justin  Woong  Kim,  and  Eunji  Jeoung,  WILL'S  secretary 
chat  at  the  gala. 


FYI  program  hopes  to  draw 
more  students  with  contest 


by  ADAM  COLLIER 


The  First  Year  Initiative,  a  pilot  pro- 
gram run  by  Student  Services,  is  aim- 
ing to  boost  its  usership  with  a  new 
contest.  The  program,  which  is  gen- 
erally known  as  FYI,  runs  workshops 
on  study  skills  for  students  on  the  U 
of  T  St.  George  Campus.  Users  of  FYI 
will  be  entered  in  a  prize  draw. 

Davis  Elisha  and  Terry  Johnston, 
representatives  of  FYI,  are  quick  to 
point  out  that  the  current  contest  is 
just  "a  small  piece"  of  FYI's  plans,  but 
they  say  promotion  is  a  very  active 
component  of  the  program.  They 
want  to  reach  as  many  students  as 
possible  and,  through  the  activities 
of  FYI,  put  them  in  touch  with  Student 
Services,  which  is  "something  they're 
paying  for  anyway,"  said  Elisha. 

FYI  is  concerned  with  packaging, 
tailoring,  and  promoting  more  than 
80  workshops  that  are  held  through- 
out the  year  (including  the  summer). 

"More  than  half  [of  the  workshops] 
are  learning  skills,"  said  Elisha. 
Others  deal  with  issues  such  as 
finding  a  job,  getting  a  place  to  live 
off-campus,  and  time-management. 
All  departments  of  Student  Services 
are  represented  through  FYI,  includ- 
ing the  International  Student  Centre, 


Family  Care  Office,  and  First  Nations 
House.  Students  who  have  signed  up 
for  the  program  are  invited  to  FYI 
events  and  meetings. 

At  the  moment,  1,700  out  of  6,000 
first-year  students  are  signed  up. 

"We  have  learned,"  said  Elisha  of 
overall  progress  of  FYI  to  date.  "One 
of  the  things  we  heard  is  'I  got  the 
booklet  but  wasn't  sure  how  I  could 
use  it.'"  He  also  said  that  one  of  the 
common  complaints  heard  in  FYI 
feedback  was  that  students  could  not 
"see  the  relevance"  of  FYI  workshops 
until  they  were  already  a  few  months 
into  classes. 

Promotional  efforts  have  been 
extensive.  They  include  distributing 
booklets  through  every  college  reg- 
istrar as  well  as  in  frosh  packages, 
making  announcements  in  first-year 
classes  and  tutorials.  Zoom  Media 
ads  (the  ones  in  campus  bathrooms), 
and  weekly  orientation  sessions  at  89 
Chestnut  Street,  the  residence  that 
used  to  be  the  Colony  Hotel. 

Johnston  says  that  the  most  effec- 
tive materials  were  the  booklets  that 
were  "put  in  the  hands  of  students  by 
colleges." 

In  future  years,  FYI  aims  to  have 
every  first-year  U  of  T  student  signed 
up  for  the  program. 
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Anthony  Kola-Olusanya,  VP  of  Graduate  Students  Association  OISE  speaks  at  the  Day  of  Action. 


DEBT»  Continued  from  page  I 

spoke  about  the  difficulty  that  they 
face  through  inadequate  accessibility 
of  buildings  such  as  Admissions  and 
Awards. 

The  next  stop  was  Varsity  Stadium, 
then  down  past  Hart  House  to  the 
Medical  Science  building  and  finally 
Simcoe  Hall.  Other  speakers  included 
Student's  Administrative  Council 
(SAC)  President  Ashley  Morton  who 
called  Varsity  stadium  a  metaphor  for 
underfunding  of  university  education. 
He  called  it  a  "big  smoking  hole  in  the 
ground... it  used  to  be  one  of  the  pin- 
nacles of  what  it  meant  to  be  a  univer- 
sity. .  .thanks  to  underfunding  we  have 
one  step  up  from  a  gravel  pit."  Outside 
the  Munk  Centre,  speakers  shared 
their  thoughts  on  the  corporatization 
of  education. 

John  Hunter,  who  studies  History 
Anthropology  and  English  came  to 
the  rally  for  his  another  kind  of  edu- 
cation. "1  hope  to  achieve  awareness 
from  people  driving  by  and  to  build 
solidarity  within  this  group.  The 
speakers  give  us  the  information  and 
statistics  that  we  can  use  to  fight  oth- 
er people  who  say  that  tuition  is  not 
high.  I'm  a  mature  student  and  OSAP 


considered  me  a  dependent  so  1  had 
to  take  a  bank  loan  and  the  interests 
were  ridiculous." 

SAC  VP  Operations  Alexandra  Art- 
ful Dodger  explained  how  SAC  got 
involved  in  the  event.  "We  started 
something  called  the  February  Fourth 
Coalition  which  every  student  was 
allowed  to  participate  in.  SAC,  APUS 
[Association  of  Part-time  Undergrad- 
uate Students]  and  GSU  [Graduates' 
Student  Union]  endorsed  the  mandate 
of  February  Fourth... It  is  reflected  in 
our  policy  that  every  student  has 
a  right  to  education  irregardless  of 
their  income.  Pubic  education  should 
be  available  for  all  classes  in  Canadian 
society  as  long  as  they  are  academi- 
cally qualified.  Our  three  main  goals 
were  to  reduce  tuition  fees,  to  in- 
crease federal  funding  and  to  reduce 
debt."  Dodger  spoke  about  the  "ulti- 
mate goal"  of  free  tuition  saying  that 
there  are  certain  European  countries 
that  have  free  university  tuition.  "SAC 
believes  in  the  abolition  of  tuition,  but 
in  the  meantime  the  tuition  freeze  is 
an  amazing  victory  that  we  achieved 
through  protests  such  as  this  one. 
What  we  are  trying  to  figure  out  is 
how  to  make  that  freeze  continue  af- 
ter these  two  years  or  get  a  reduction 


like  in  Manitoba,  Newfoundland  and 
British  Columbia." 

The  protest  was  to  wrap  up  with 
words  from  U  of  T  President  Robert 
Birgeneau  but  he  declined  to  come 
and  speak  to  those  who  were  gath- 
ered in  waiting.  The  protesters  were 
not  amused.  Shanta  Varma,  a  medical 
student  said  "it's  disrespectful.  We 
should  have  full  university  support 
for  tuition  freezes." 

Kelly  Holloway  of  the  GSU  said  that 
"Students  have  a  right  to  know  what 
the  university  president  thinks  from 
his  own  mouth.  He  has  the  respon- 
sibility to  come  down  and  speak  to 
us. .  .We  want  to  see  him  out  here,  we 
want  to  see  him,  out  here  with  us,  it 
puts  pressure  on  the  provincial  gov- 
ernment and  I  am  incredibly  disap- 
pointed that  he  didn't  come." 

Birgeneau  later  released  a  state- 
ment of  support  for  the  rally,  noting 
"1  welcome  the  opportunity  to  add  my 
voice  in  support  of  increased  funding 
for  Ontario's  post-secondary  institu- 
tions." The  president  didn't  exactly 
come  out  in  favour  of  tuition  freezes 
or  rollbacks,  however,  claming  the 
provincial  government's  two-year  tu- 
ition freeze  promise  will  deprive  U  of 
T  of  $45  million  in  the  next  two  years. 


Prime  Minister's 
throne  speech  leaves 
little  for  students 


byCANDICEDEBI 


Prime  Minister  Paul  Martin  had 
very  little  to  say  about  students  in 
his  throne  speech  Tuesday. 

Delivered  by  Governor-General 
Adrienne  Clarkson,  the  speech 
is  a  ceremonial  initiation  for  the 
newly  appointed  PM.  The  speech 
is  meant  to  give  Martin's  vision 
for  the  country  and  put  to  rest  any 
qualms  Canadians  may  have  about 
the  new  leader  in  charge. 

Surprisingly,  the  usually 
economy-driven  Martin  centred 
his  speech  on  social  issues.  He 
hit  right  at  the  heart  of  most 
Canadian's  concerns,  ensuring  an 
extra  $2  billion  would  be  invested 
in  the  heath  care  system  to  reduce 
hospital  waiting  times,  and  prom- 
ising to  invest  a  half-billion  dol- 
lars worth  of  GST  rebates  to  help 
cities.  In  fact,  he  even  promised  to 
invest  $4  million  in  environmental 
clean-up  projects,  and  better  yet, 
he's  repeated  his  promise  to  pro- 
vide anti-AIDS  drugs  at  low  cost 
to  Africa. 

Yet,  one  question  still  remains; 
what  about  the  students? 

Martin  did  pledge  to  invest  in 
student  aid  programs,  propos- 
ing an  amendment  to  the  Canada 
Student  Loan  Program  to  increase 
loan  limits  and  add  new  grants  for 
low-income  students.  Also,  Martin 


touted  "a  new  learning  bond  for 
every  child  born  to  low-income 
families"  that  will  help  parents 
put  away  money  for  their  child's 
education.  While  this  is  a  positive 
step,  Martin  left  out  the  most  fun- 
damental concern  for  all  students: 
tuition. 

In  his  speech,  Martin  asked 
"What  kind  of  Canada  do  we  want?" 
Answering  his  own  question, He 
says  "We  want  a  Canada  where  ev- 
ery child  arrives  at  school  ready 
to  learn.  A  Canada  where  every- 
one has  the  opportunity  for  post- 
secondary  education  regardless  of 
geography  or  means." 

For  this  to  materialize,  reform- 
ing the  Student  Aid  program  is 
only  the  first  step. 

For  Martin's  vision  of  acces- 
sible education  in  Canada  to  be 
complete,  he  must  help  students 
with  the  burden  of  tuition  now,  so 
that  students  can  continue  their 
education  and  afford  the  educa- 
tion of  future  generations.  Pundits 
note  that  more  loans  and  saving 
bonds  will  not  reduce  the  cost  and 
debt  of  education. 

Martin's  speech  certainly  con- 
tained a  grand  vision,  with  the 
intention  of  benefiting  students 
in  many  ways  once  they  gradu- 
ate, but  for  now,  many  feel  that 
students  are  being  left  to  tough 
it  out. 


6Ti/»  Continued  from  page  I 

parliament  members  were  envious 
because  it  was  Delaney  was  the 
one  that  got  to  go  see  the  students. 
Then  Simon  Black,  a  former  UTM 
student  and  current  NDP  candidate 
for  Mississauga-Erindale  gave  a  com- 
bination of  speech  and  opposition- 
style  points  to  both  the  audience 
and  the  Liberals.  In  an  interview 
after  the  event.  Black  stated  "The 
event  went  really  well  given  the  his- 
tory of  student  activism  at  UTM.  I'm 
happy  with  how  it  went."  He  went 
on  to  say  that  Prime  Minister  Paul 
Martin's  speech  from  the  throne 
was  essentially  "a  kick  in  the  face" 
to  students;  that  all  that  the  Liber- 
als are  proposing  is  the  status  quo. 


The  Liberals  are  increasing  loan 
limits  but  not  addressing  the 
problem  of  growing  debt.  Black 
feels  that  Martin  and  1993  was  the 
decimation  of  our  welfare  state,  that 
education  needs  to  be  a  holy  grail 
of  society  the  way  Health  Care  is. 
Simon  is  hopeful  that  "people  will 
see  through  the  Liberal  rhetoric." 
So  whether  you're  now  filled  with  a 
burning  desire  to  write  letter  upon 
letter  to  your  MP,  or  like  third  year 
student  Hop  Ho  you  feel  "Hey,  free 
pizza,  free  T-shirt,  free  jitz.  Feb.  4 
was  a  deal,"  the  event  was  at  the 
very  least  a  good  turnout  for  a  cause 
that  affects  student  pocketbooks 
every  term.  Scarborough  students 
marched  alongside  their  St.  George 
cousins  in  downtown  Toronto. 


KARA  DILLON 


Students  crowd  the  auditorium  at  OISE  Tuesday  for  the  Toronto 
premiere  of  Discordia,  a  documentary  about  last  year's  riot  at 
Concordia.  Organizers  were  forced  to  add  a  second  screening 
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Sorority  provides  sisterhood  at  U  of  T 


SCSU  to  vote  on 
bylaw  reforms 


by  SARAH  BARMAK 

VABSITY  STAFF 


The  Scarborough  Campus  Stu- 
dents' Union's  (SCSU)  member- 
ship will  meet  on  Wednesday  to 
approve  a  significant  agenda  of 
changes  to  its  formal  structure. 

The  changes  are  to  be  presented 
formally  by  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Bylaw  Review  to  the  Board 
of  Directors  for  their  consider- 
ation on  Saturday.  Members  will 
then  accept  or  reject  these  chang- 
es so  that  they  can  present  them 
at  the  upcoming  General  Meeting 
on  Wednesday  where  they  will 
be  ratified.  The  changes  deal 
with  the  consolidation  of  SCSU's 
bylaws  and  policy,  the  creation 
of  new  positions  within  the  union, 
as  well  as  the  appointment  of  new 
standing  committees  to  advise  the 
board. 

These  changes  come  as  a  com- 
ponent of  SCSU's  restructuring 
following  the  vote  last  week  which 
resulted  in  SCSU's  merger  with  the 
Students'  Administrative  Council 
(SAC). 

SCSU  will  be  operating  most 
of  the  services  that  were  offered 
by  SAC  previously,  when  the  two 
unions  governed  different  aspects 
of  Scarborough  students'  univer- 


sity life.  Therefore,  the  changes 
recommended  by  the  committee 
include  the  creation  of  three  new 
executive  positions,  bringing  the 
total  number  of  executives  to 
seven:  Vice-Presidents  External, 
Campus  Life,  and  Human  Resourc- 
es will  be  new,  and  the  position  of 
VP  Students  will  be  changed  to  VP 
Students  and  Equity. 

This  seems  to  reflect  the  new 
needs  of  SCSU  to  be  responsible 
for  issues  like  communication 
with  U  of  T's  other  campuses,  and 
pressing  internal  issues  like  the 
demand  for  equity  policy. 

Another  15  directors  have 
been  proposed  to  be  elected  to 
represent  first-year  students, 
and  standing  committees  have 
been  put  forward  to  advise  each 
vice-president  on  policy  decision- 
making. Other  changes  include 
a  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
academic  credits  that  members  of 
the  Executive  Committee  can  be 
enrolled  in,  and  the  consolidation 
of  four  different  bylaw  and  policy 
documents  into  the  SCSU  Opera- 
tional Manual. 

Members  are  being  asked  to 
consider  these  changes  and  voice 
problems  and  complaints  so  that 
the  board  may  approve  the  agen- 
da on  Saturday. 


byFEON  CHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


What  do  actress  Ashley  Judd 
and  Canada's  first  female  prime 
minister  Kim  Campbell  have  in 
common?  Add  actress  Candice 
Bergen  and  Trading  Spaces  de- 
signer Laurie  Hickson-Smith  to  the 
mix  and  you  have  a  list  of  famous 
women  who  have  "gone  Greek." 
These  women  are  known  as  the 
famous  kappas  but  the  list  does  not 
stop  there.  Other  famous  kappas 
include  Pulitzer  Prize  Winner  Phyl- 
lis McGinley,  fashion  designer  Kate 
Spade,  host  of  the  Today  Show  Jane 
Pauley  and  actress  Kate  Jackson. 
What  all  of  them  have  in  com- 
mon is  that  they  are  all  sisters 
of  Kappa  Kappa  Gamma,  a  so- 
rority established  in  1870  by  a 
group  of  six  women  at  Monmouth 
College  in  Monmouth,  Illinois. 
Back  in  1870,  when  women  were 
considered  to  be  inferior  to  men 
and  better  suited  to  stay  at  home 
and  avoid  social  and  political 
involvement,  six  young  women 
marched  into  the  Monmouth  Col- 
lege Chapel  on  Oct.  13,  with  their 
golden  keys  in  their  hair  to  declare 
the  establishment  a  "Greek  letter 
society"  with  the  aim  of  promoting 
sisterhood,  friendship  and  intellec- 
tual development  for  women.  Oct. 
13  is  now  known  as  Founders  Day 
among  Kappa  sisters  to  honour  the 
six  women  who  courageously  broke 
the  gender  barrier  of  "males-only." 

Kappa  Kappa  Gamma  was  also 
the   first   women's   fraternity  to 


publish  its  own  magazine.  The  Key, 
in  1882.  It  was  the  first  to  set  up 
Service  Women's  Centers,  career 
networking  programs  and  incorpo- 
rate a  Heritage  Museum.  Since  then. 
Kappa  Kappa  Gamma  has  recruited 
over  200,000  members  and  estab- 
lished 131  chapters  in  both  Canada 
and  the  United  States.  Moreover,  it 
now  has  330  affiliated  organizations 
worldwide. 

Here  at  U  of  T,  Kappa  Kappa  Gam- 
ma has  established  a  local  chapter 
at  32  Madison  Ave.  The  Beta  Psi 
Chapter  has  been  around  since  1911 
and  has  more  than  1,000  members. 
Heading  into  its  93rd  year,  the 
Beta  Psi  Chapter  is  now  recruiting 
new  members.  Recruitment  usu- 
ally happens  in  the  beginning  of 
the  school  year  when  thousands 
of  high  school  free  agents  roll  into 
the  university  looking  for  a  bonding 
place.  Recruiting  lasts  about  a  week 
so  that  students  get  the  opportu- 
nity to  shop  around  and  consult  a 
Recruitment  Counselor  before  mak- 
ing their  decision  to  join  a  particu- 
lar sorority.  In  addition,  there  is  the 
informal  or  open  recruitment  for 
students  who  wish  to  get  involved 
later  in  the  year  and  missed  the 
formal  recruitment. 

Membership  fees,  ranging  from 
$500  to  $700  a  year  (fees  are  higher 
for  first  year  members),  cover  the 
cost  of  events,  subscription  to  the 
sorority  magazine,  administration 
fees  and  the  badge.  $700  is  a  signifi- 
cant amount  of  money,  especially  in 
the  beginning  of  the  school  term, 
but  there  are  payment  plans  avail- 


able and  member  fees  drop  after 
first  year. 

For  2004,  members  can  look 
forward  to  a  busy  year  as  Kappa 
Kappa  Gamma  has  planned  numer- 
ous social  events.  They  include 
Valentine's  Day  Grams,  Parent's 
Holiday  Party,  Kappa  Krush  and 
Sapphire  Ball.  Sure  enough,  many 
people  have  negative  notions  about 
sororities  but  one  of  the  main  fo- 
cuses of  Kappa  Kappa  Gamma  is 
on  "personal  development  through 
education,  scholastics  and  leader- 
ship development." 

Kappa  Kappa  Gamma  mem- 
bers devote  much  of  their  time  to 
Sheena's  Place,  which  is  a  support 
service  for  women  with  eating 
disorders.  In  fact,  the  motto  that 
is  printed  on  the  Kappa  Kappa 
Gamma  Beta  Psi  Chapter's  name 
card  is  "We  laugh,  we  share,  we 
encourage." 

However,  when  The  Varsity 
contacted  the  president  of  Beta 
Psi  Chapter,  she  was  unable  to 
provide  further  details  on  the  so- 
rority stating  that  there  are  "strict 
rules"  within  Kappa  Kappa  Gamma. 
Speaking  on  the  condition  of  ano- 
nymity, the  president  added,  "We 
are  not  allowed  to  do  interviews 
and  if  you  want  an  interview,  you 
would  need  permission  from  the 
headquarters  and  that  would  take 
a  long  time." 

Nevertheless,  Beta  Psi  Chapter 
is  hosting  an  Open  House  event  for 
potential  members  today  at  32  Mad- 
ison Ave.  As  well,  they  will  be  orga- 
nizing a  charity  event  on  Feb.  9. 
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Will  the  White  House  step  up? 


Without  responsibility,  there  is  no 
legitimacy  to  journalism.  With  that 
in  mind,  it  was  both  sobering  and 
commendable  to  see  the  recent 
resignations  at  the  BBC  over  the 
Iraq  dossier/David  Kelly  suicide 
scandal. 

According  to  a  report  handed 
down  by  Lord  Hutton  (a  senior 
judge  brought  out  of  retirement  to 
conduct  the  inquiry),  BBC  reporter 
Andrew  Gilligan  was  reckless  in 
reporting  that  PM  Tony  Blair  had 
"sexed  up"  a  report  on  Iraq's  missile 
capabilities  in  order  to  garner  sup- 
port for  the  US-led  invasion.  Gilli- 
gan cited  weapons  expert  Dr.  David 
Kelly  as  the  source  that  claimed 
the  British  government  knew  that 
Iraq  did  not  have  the  capabilities 
to  launch  missiles  at  Britain  within 
45  minutes  were  false.  After  being 
exposed,  Kelly  slit  his  wrists. 

In  the  wake  of  Lord  Hutton's 
report,  BBC  Chairman  Gavyn 
Davies  and  director  general  Greg 
Dyke  resigned  their  posts,  as  did 
Gilligan.  Their  negligence  (mostly 
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Gilligan's,  to  be  fair)  caused  not 
only  the  death  of  a  respected  fam- 
ily man,  but  a  loss  in  faith  in  one  of 
the  most  venerable  institutions  in 
the  world.  One  wonders,  however, 
if  journalists  and  politicians  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic  will  step  up  and 
take  responsibility  for  their  errors 
in  regards  to  the  existence,  or  more 
accurately  non-existence,  of  Weap- 
ons of  Mass  Destruction  in  Iraq. 

Long  touted  as  the  reason  for  en- 
tering Iraq  in  the  first  place.  Presi- 
dent Bush  has  recently  developed 
a  convenient  loss  of  memory  on  the 
issue,  now  answering  most  queries 
on  the  subject  by  pointing  to  the 
necessary  removal  of  Saddam  Hus- 
sein from  office  as  the  impetus  for 
the  attack. 

Ironically,  President  Bush  now 
has  his  own  Hutton  report  to  deal 
with,  this  one  presented  by  former 
chief  weapons  inspector  David  Kay, 
who  has  come  out  and  said  that 


Iraq  did  not  have  any  caches  of 
weapons  before  the  war. 

Secretary  of  State  Colin  Powell 
has  already  come  out  to  the  media 
and  expressed  his  reservations 
with  the  US's  course  of  action  in 
light  of  this  information,  and  has 
been  chastised  within  the  White 
House.  But  is  Powell  not  just  own- 
ing up  to  the  fact  that  the  US  may 
have  screwed  up? 

With  the  scope  of  intelligence 
that  the  CIA  and  other  bodies 
have  to  draw  upon,  it  is  foolish  to 
think  the  US  was  mistaken  about 
the  WMD  question.  Instead  of  at- 
tacking Powell,  perhaps  the  White 
House  should  stop  circling  the 
wagons  and  admit  that  the  removal 
of  Saddam  Hussein,  and  the  mes- 
sage it  would  send  to  other  Arab 
nations,  was  the  real  impetus  of  the 
invasion. 

It  may  be  far-fetched  to  ask  for 
high-level  resignations,  but  simply 
asking  the  Bush  administration  to 
take  the  high  road  for  once  may  be 
a  step  in  the  right  direction. 


A  case  for  war  revisited 

War  was  still  justified  in  the  absence  of  weapons  of  mass  destruction 


by  CARRIE  FIORILLO 


Bush  has  come  to  a  serious  hurdle 
in  his  presidential  mandate,  and  in 
this  his  election  year.  Under  ques- 
tioning by  Democrats,  David  A.  Kay, 
ex-chief  weapons  inspector  in  Iraq 
has  admitted  to  finding  no  evidence 
that  Iraq  had  chemical  or  biological 
weapons  stockpiles. 

And  he  is  now  suggesting  that  an 
independent  inquiry  be  convened 
in  order  to  investigate  embellished 
intelligence  estimates  of  Saddam 
Hussein's  combat  capability. 

Phew. 

After  an  administration  that,  in 
retrospect,  seemed  to  centre  their 
pro-war  position  on  mounting 
evidence  of  Saddam's  chemical  and 
biological  potentialities,  this  would 
seem  damning  indeed. 

As  well,  despite  his  recent  exoner- 
ation, across  the  pond  pro-war  ally 
Tony  Blair  has  suffered  damage  to 
his  reputation  by  being  embroiled 
in  a  scandal  in  which  'sexed  up' 
documents  supporting  the  case  for 
war  played  a  major  role. 

So  will  Kay's  report  hurt  Bush? 
One  can  only  speculate.  Perhaps 
the  more  important  question  to  ask 
is  should  Kay's  report  hurt  Bush?  In 
other  words,  does  his  report  dam- 
age the  original  case  for  war? 

In  order  to  investigate  this  claim. 


the  original  cause  for  war  must  be 
stated. 

Was  the  original  cause  for  war  the 
suggestion  that  Saddam  Hussein 
had  weapons  of  mass  destruction? 

Certainly  that  was  part  of  it  and 
perhaps  here  intelligence  was 
tepid. 

But  that  was  certainly  not  the 
only  argument. 

A  massive  portion  of  Bush's  pro- 
war  case  relied  on  the  fact  that 
Saddam's  designs  regarding  WMD's 
were  unclear  and  consequently 
he  was  a  danger  to  international 
peace. 

Saddam  had  broken  UN  resolu- 
tion after  UN  resolution,  he  had  lied 
repeatedly  to  the  international  com- 
munity, and  had  kicked  weapons 
inspectors  out  in  1998. 

In  other  words,  Saddam  was  be- 
ing completely  dishonest  about  his 
WMD  program;  he  was  cheating  the 
world. 

And  when  you  are  a  dictator  who 
has  attacked  your  own  people,  your 
neighbours,  and  have  made  a  mock- 
ery of  international  law,  lying  about 
something  as  serious  as  WMD's  is 
enough. 

Now  back  to  Dr.  Kay. 

Despite  Dr.  Kay's  acknowledged 
inability  to  find  chemical  or  biologi- 
cal weapons,  he  agreed  with  Repub- 
lican senators  that  there  is  no  doubt 
that  Saddam  had  aspirations  to  use 


such  weapons — and  that  he  had 
used  such  weapons  in  the  past. 

He  then  said  that  Saddam  had 
secret  weapons  development 
programs  that  violated  U.N.  resolu- 
tions, and  admitted  that  the  world  is 
a  much  safer  place  without  him. 

Based  on  Dr.  Kay's  first  admission 
alone,  the  Security  Council  was  jus- 
tified in  going  into  Iraq. 

According  to  a  number  of  UN  reso- 
lutions throughout  the  nineties,  Iraq 
was  required  to  comply  fully  with  all 
UN  measures,  including  the  full  dis- 
closure of  any  ambitions  regarding 
weapons  of  mass  destruction,  or 
risk  invasion  wholly  granted  to  the 
Security  Council  under  Charter  VII 
of  the  UN. 

As  well,  in  November  of  2002,  the 
Security  Council  gave  Iraq  a  final 
chance  at  full  disclosure,  which  Sad- 
dam squandered  away  via  a  recon- 
dite multi-thousand-page  "report" 
of  his  program. 

So  regardless  of  Dr.  Kay's  seem- 
ingly damning  information,  the  case 
for  war  was  justified. 

Saddam  lied  and  repeatedly  vio- 
lated UN  resolutions. 

If  the  UN  is  to  have  any  meaning  at 
all,  the  Security  Council  had  to  act. 

And  in  the  event  that  perverted 
Russian  and  French  interests  pre- 
vented it  from  acting,  then  America, 
with  allies,  was  certainly  allowed  to 
act  in  its  place. 
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Well  done, 
Dodger 

Re:  Student  union  or  sexist 
playground  (Jan.  29) 


We  commend  Alexandra  Artful- 
Dodger  for  her  BRILLIANT  work  as 
Vice  President  Operations  and  for 
having  the  courage  to  articulate  a 
serious  and  alarming  issue  that  has 
plagued  SAC  and  most  other  facets 
of  student  politics  for  far  too  long: 
sexism. 

As  former  SAC  executives,  we 
can  attest  to  the  fact  that  the  old 
boys'  networks  are  thriving  and  get 
worse  and  more  impenetrable  each 
year.  This  is  why  it  is  crucial  for 
all  students,  especially  ones  who 
want  to  create  radical  and  positive 
fundamental  changes,  to  consider 
running  for  student  government  po- 
sitions, be  it  college  councils,  APUS, 
UTM,  UTSC,  SAC,  UAB  or  Governing 
Council. 

As  both  women  and  feminists, 
we  faced  unique  challenges  as  a 
result  of  our  locations  and  politics. 
However,  the  changes  we  were  able 
to  make  made  our  experience  well 
worth  it.  Believe  it  or  not,  student 
politics  can  be  engaging,  stimulat- 
ing, even  fun.  As  SAC  elections 
approach,  we  would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  encourage  all  stu- 
dents to  consider  getting  involved. 
The  time  is  now  to  change  SAC  from 
a  sexist  playground  to  a  respectful 
and  equitable  student  union.  It  is 
possible! 

Liz  Majic  and  Mary  Auxi  Guiao 
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The  ACME  Anvil 


PENDARYOUSEFI 


Anvil  #6: 

Longing  lovebirds 

by  BROOKES  MERRITT  

Approached  in  a  tasteful  manner, 
the  university  can  be  a  romantic 
place  for  love  and  affection. 
But  as  Valentine's  Day  fast  ap- 
proaches, so  must  an  Anvil  for 
the  smarmy  sycophant  couples 
that  carouse  around  campus 
together. 

Bumping  past  two  infatu- 
ated douche-bags  while  trying  to 
squeeze  into  a  crammed  lecture 
hall,  should  be  cause  for  a  public 
sack  beating.  We're  well  past  the 
age  of  lovelorn  obsession  with 
the  opposite  sex.  Act  like  adults 
for  shit's  sake. 

If  you  have  a  heart-achingly 
difficult  time  parting  ways  with 
your  partner — so  you  can  attend 
a  50  minute  lecture,  you  have  se- 
rious developmental  problems. 
Get  down  on  your  hands  and 
knees,  and  grab  the  little  bottle 
of  pills  out  from  beneath  your 
bed.  Get  back  on  your  meds 
before  someone  slaps  you  with 
a  restraining  order,  or  assaults 
you  out  of  pure  Valentine  rage. 

Making-out  in  the  path  of  kids 
trying  to  get  to  class  is  unaccept- 
able. Digest  the  reality  that  in 
all  likelihood,  you  and  your  soul 
mate  will  suffer  a  terrible  break 
up  before  the  end  of  the  semes- 
ter— if  not  by  then,  the  sum- 
mertime will  be  your  downfall. 
1  promise. 

"Get  a  room"  is  no  longer  apt 
enough  to  convey  the  malice  you 
engender.  "Get  an  identity  other 
than  that  which  you  equivocate 
with  your  partner"  kind  of  comes 
close. 

"Get  the  balls  to  re-acquaint 
yourself  with  the  friends  you 
ditched  as  soon  as  you  hooked 
up  with  this  girl/guy"  comes 
even  closer.  Make  time  for 
yourself — read  a  book,  whatever 
works.  Just  let  me  get  to  class 
without  having  to  come  any- 
where near  you,  stalker. 


The  ACME  Anvil  is  a  weekly 
rant  addressed  to  those  who 
should  be  clobbered  over  the 
head  with  an  anvil  and  left  to 
die  in  the  ditch  on  the  side  of 
an  abandoned  road. 
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Cage  Match!!! 


The  cage  match  is  a  head  to  head  battle  of  wits  where  authors  take  opposing  sides  on  a  topic. 
This  week — Economics:  exact  science  or  quasi-religous  worldview? 

In  defense  of  science 

Re:  Hail  the  new  religion,  (Jan.  iji 
by  ARI  DAVID  KOPOLOVIC  


Mr.  Canivet,  I  think  that  you  have 
done  the  discipline  of  economics  an 
injustice  by  condemning  it  without 
really  understanding  it.  | 

Your  first  point  is  to  condemn 
rational  self-interest — the  desire  to 
receive  the  highest  degree  of  satis- 
faction for  the  least  effort — by  using 
the  example  of  how  awful  someone 
would  have  to  be  to  withhold  medi- 
cine from  those  who  cannot  pay. 
This  outcome  is  not  what  econom- 
ics stipulates.  The  possessor  of 
the  medicine  is  merely  seeking  the 
highest  amount  of  satisfaction;  and 
while  this  may  come  in  the  form 
withholding  the  medicine  from  those 
who  cannot  pay,  it  may  also  eome  on 
the  form  of  giving  it  to  them  because 
he/she  feels  it  is  the  right  thing  to  do. 
Whether  to  withhold  the  medicine 
or  administer  is  not  a  question  of 
economics,  but  rather  a  question  of 
the  character  of  the  person  who  pos- 
sesses the  medicine. 

So  can  you  really  say  that  you 
don't  subscribe  to  the  economic 
principle  of  rational  self-interest? 
What  of  those  who  have  an  altruistic 
self-interest?  They  still  do  things 
which  to  them  yield  the  highest 
amount  of  satisfaction.  That  it  comes 
from  doing  things  for  non-financial 


remuneration  is  just  a  statement  of 
their  preferences. 

You  then  make  the  claim  that  the 
economic  principle  of  scarcity — that 
people  always  want  more  than  they 
have — is  fallacious,  but  then  mix 
it  with  the  Malthusian  (AKA  clas- 
sical) theory  of  arithmetic  versus 
exponential  growth.  The  two  are 
wholly  separate  theories,  with  dif- 
ferent foundations  and  outcomes. 
You  combined  the  two  theories 
into  an  incongruous  mess  and  then 
denounced  the  scarcity  argument 
using  examples  relevant  to  the  Mal- 
thusian theory. 

Economics  is  no 
more  a  religion  than 
physics,  chemistry,  or 
biology. 

The  scarcity  argument  can  be 
summed  up  by  saying  unless  every- 
one had  everything  that  they  have 
ever  wanted,  scarcity  can  be  said  to 
exist.  Scarcity  just  means  that  there 
are  some  thing  which  some  people 
want  but  do  not  have.  What  kind 
of  things  you  ask?  ANYTHING!  A 
chocolate  bar,  a  walkman,  an  apart- 
ment, a  Bentley,  or  a  skyscraper  with 
a  penthouse  swimming  pool  filled 
with  cheese  fondue  and  dancing 
rhesus  monkeys — to  anyone  who 


wants  any  of  those  things  but  does 
not  have  them,  scarcity  exists.  Even 
if  right  now,  everyone  on  earth  had 
everything  they  wanted,  inevitably 
someone,  somewhere,  would  eventu- 
ally say  "hmm...  wouldn't  it  be  nice 
if  1  had  a  ..."  and  just  as  fast  as  the 
desire  was  formed  scarcit^^ould 
again  exist. 

Economics  is  no  more  a  religion 
than  physics,  chemistry,  or  biology. 
They  are  ail  logical  ways  of  explain- 
ing observed  phenomena.  The  peo- 
ple who  you  accu.se  of  worshipping 
economics  are  actually  just  those 
who  derive  a  great  deal  of  satisfac- 
tion from  material  rewards. 

Ceteris  paribus  (AKA  "all  other 
things  being  equal"),  economics  is 
an  exact  science.  It  tells  us  that  given 
'A,'  the  market  will  find  equilibrium 
at  "B."  It  cannot  tell  us  what  is  right  or 
wrong,  and  it  cannot  tell  us  what  our 
values  should  be.  Economics  cannot 
say  that  100  dollars  is  worth  that 
feeling  you  get  from  knowing  that 
you  have  done  the  right  thing.  You 
may  value  one  and  not  the  other. 
The  end  result  is  that  your  values 
are  something  that  you  must  estab- 
lish, and  only  then  can  economics  be 
of  assistance. 

Ah  David  Kopolovic  is  a  student 
of  Economics,  Sociology  and 
English 
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Religion  or  not,  it  ain't  science 


byANDYCAMlVET 
VARSITY  STAFf 


Mr.  Kopolovic  may  be  right.  Perhaps, 
it  is  possible  to  distinguish  between 
the  academic  study  of  economics, 
and  the  implementation  of  eco- 
nomic theory  in  the  real  world — so 
it's  easy  to  defend  the  theory  and 
blame  any  bad  application  on  the 
agents  involved. 

As  a  science,  economics  fails 
miserably,  because  it  directly  influ- 
ences the  very  thing  it  is  supposed 
to  study.  When  people  apply  eco- 
nomic theory  to  making  money,  that 
theory  ceases  to  be  an  objective  de- 
scription of  the  world  and  becomes 
a  self-justifying  way  of  life. 

Rational  self-interest,  for  ex- 
ample, simply  fails  as  a  model  of 
human  rationality.  Obtaining  "the 
highest  degrtie  of  satisfaction  for 
the  least  effort  "  requires  being  able 
to  accurately  predict  your  future 
satisfaction  and  measure  your  ef- 
fort. Psychologist  Daniel  Kahneman 
won  the  2002  Nobel  Prize  in  econom- 
ics for  demonstrating  this. 

How  can  we  calculate  emotional 
satisfaction  when  human  experi- 
ence is  subjective  and  qualitative, 
not  quantitative?  We  usually  just 
have  to  act  and  hope  the  results 
are  beneficial.  Moreover,  the  ques- 
tion of  payoff  is  usually  irrelevant, 
or  even  a  hindrance.  You  don't  stop 
to  calculate  satisfaction  when  you 
run  from  a  tiger  in  the  jungle  or  kiss 
your  lover — the  activity  is  motiva- 
tion enough.  You  laugh  because  it  IS 
fun,  not  to  GET  fun,  see? 

Rational  self-interest  only  works 
when  you  are  making  a  deal.  Ap- 
plied to  the  rest  of  human  behavior, 
it  is  more  prescriptive  than  descrip- 
tive— it  tells  us  how  we  should  act, 
not  how  we  do. 

Even  if  it  did  apply  to  all  of  our 
decision-making,  we'd  still  have  a 
problem.  Things  like  character  and 
emotional  satisfaction  •  are  irrel- 
evant to  artificial  economic  agents 
like  corporations.  Corporations  can 
behave  well,  but  they  have  no  direct 
emotional  incentive  to.  Even  the 
nicest  corporation  exists  to  make 
money.  The  immeasurable,  qualita- 
tive social  concerns  of  the  public,  or 
the  employees,  simply  can't  be  fac- 
tored into  the  accounting,  so  they 
take  a  back  seat  to  profit. 

As  for  scarcity — population  must 
be  a  factor  (more  people,  more 
want);  but  it's  simply  not  true  that 
people  always  want  more  than  they 


•"tKf^iK^Once  what  you  have  meets 
what  you  need,  wanting  more  is  a 
choice  you  make.  We  just  happen 
„J5  live  in  a  competitive  culture  that 
says  we  should  always  want  more, 
regardless  of  how  much  we  already 
have  and  regardless  of  the  conse- 
quences to  our  health,  the  environ- 
ment, or  other  people. 

As  a  science, 
economics  fails 
miserably,  because 
it  directly  influences 
the  very  thing  it  is 
supposed  to  study. 


Economics  may  not  have  created 
this  problem,  but  it  perpetuates  it. 
If  you  believe  rational  self-interest 
really  is  how  people  think,  then 
you  will  always  want  to  compete 
for  greater  gain;  particularly  when 
things  like  advertising  artificially 
inflate  scarcity  by  telling  us  we 
shouldn't  be  satisfied  with  what  we 
already  have. 

We  stay  afraid  we'll  fall  behind, 
working  harder  than  ever  to  afford 
ever  more,  and  too  busy  to  stop  and 
ask  if  our  endless  desires  actually 
make  sense. 

This  is  a  compulsion,  not  a 
whim — it's  not  a  matter  of  "wouldn't 
it  be  nice  if  1  had  a...,"  it's  more  like 
"I'm  so  afraid  of  not  having  this 
thing  that  I'm  willing  to  work  a  60 
hours  a  week  and  neglect  my  family 
so  1  can  afford  it." 

We  live  in  a  culture  of  constant 
fear  and  dissatisfaction,  perpetu- 
ated and  reinforced  by  the  practical 
application  of  economic  theory. 

Economics  is  an  entirely  different 
thing  than  physics,  chemistry,  or 
biology.  Politicians  don't  consult 
physicists  when  making  policy, 
you  don't  get  biology  reports  on 
the  nightly  news,  and  society  does 
not  arrange  its  institutions  around 
chemical  principles. 

If  it  is  a  science,  economics  is  a 
highly  confounded  social  experi- 
ment. As  society  puts  economic 
theory  into  practice,  our  values  do 
change  to  meet  economic  ideals. 
When  economists  look  at  society, 
they  see  their  theories  at  work  and 
conclude  they  are  correct. 

That's  a  religion  if  ever  there 
was  one.  It  certainly  isn't  sci- 
ence— and  you  can  take  that  to  the 
temple. ..er... bank. 
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What's  eating  you? 

A  Varsity  primer  on  parasites. 


by  ZOE  CORMIER 

VARSITY  STAFF 


When  I  was  six  years  old,  parasites 
tooi{  over  my  body.  I  lay  in  bed 
for  three  months,  immobile, 
grey,  skinny,  unwilling  to  eat 
and,  worst  of  all,  barely  able  to  breathe.  Doc- 
tors diagnosed  me  with  bronchitis,  and  treated 
me  with  antibiotics.  1  got  marginally  better,  and 
when  they  took  me  off  the  antibiotics  1  got  a 
whole  lot  worse.  They  put  me  on  and  took  me 
off  antibiotics  twice  more,  and  by  the  end  1  was 
so  thin  and  wheezy  my  mother  thought  1  was 
dying.  She  took  me  to  another  health  practitio- 
ner for  a  second  opinion.  The  woman  took  one 
look  at  me,  knew  1  was  riddled  with  parasites, 
and  gave  me  an  anti-parasitic  plant  extract. 
A  week  later  I  burst  with  parasites  from  both 
ends,  screaming  with  terror — I  could  breathe 
again. 

The  worms  I  was  infected  with  are  called  pin 
worms,  and  they  are  estimated  to  infect  rough- 
ly 400  million  people  worldwide  (10  per  cent  of 
all  humans),  primarily  children.  They  normally 
live  in  the  colon,  but  in  my  case  it  seems  that 
they  had  colonized  my  lungs  (or  possibly  my 
stomach,  eliciting  an  allergic  reaction),  making 
it  near  impossible  for  me  to  breathe.  Whatever 
the  cause,  it  was  absolutely  terrifying  for  my 


family  and  I. 

My  experience  was  by  no  means  a  common 
one — Dr.  Jay  Keystone,  parasitologist  and 
specialist  in  tropical  diseases  at  Toronto  Gen- 
eral Hospital  said  he  has  never  seen  pin  worms' 
infect  somebody  like  that.  Severe  parasitic 
infections  are  relatively  uncommon  in  cold, 
northern,  developed  countries. 

Worldwide  however,  "Human  parasitic  in- 
fections, worms  and  protozoa,  are  one  of  the 
major  causes  of  human  morbidity  and  mortal- 
ity," said  Dr.  Keystone.  Nearly  one  half  of  the 
world's  population  is  infected  with  a  parasitic 
worm.  The  single-celled  parasite  Plasmodium, 
the  source  of  malaria,  causes  between  300 
million  and  500  million  acute  illnesses  a  year, 
and  kills  one  African  child  every  30  seconds. 
Blood  flukes  infect  about  200  million  people 
worldwide;  a  million  people  this  year  will  die 
from  them. 

But  while  the  statistics  (and  photographs) 
can  be  shocking.  Dr.  Keystone  stresses  that 
most  parasitic  infections  are  relatively  harm- 
less. "Many  people  develop  a  degree  of  immu- 
nity to  their  parasites,  so  they  can  quite  happi- 
ly walk  around  with  no  symptoms  at  all.  People 
freak  out  when  I  tell  them  they  have  parasites, 
and  I  simply  tell  them,  'Look,  humans  would 
not  be  humans  if  we  did  not  have  parasites.' 
We  all  have  them.  From  birth  we  get  infected 


with  fungi,  viruses,  bacteria,  worms,  all  sorts  of 
parasites."  A  parasite  is  defined  as  any  creature 
that  spends  part  of  its  life  cycle  living  off  the 
energy  of  another  creature.  There  are  in  fact 
342  species  that  parasitize  humans.  "So  I  don't 
treat  a  parasite  just  because  it's  a  parasite,  it 
has  to  be  potentially  harmful.  In  most  cases  the 
psychological  impact  of  the  parasite  is  much 
greater  than  the  pathological  impact." 

Although  severe  parasitic  infections  are  rela- 
tively uncommon  in  Canada,  Dr.  Keystone  sees 
worms  crawling  out  of  people's  skin,  squirming 
in  their  bowels  and  feeding  on  their  blood  pret- 
ty much  every  day  at  Toronto  General.  Most  of 
the  cases  he  sees  are  in  travelers  and  in  new 
Canadians,  recent  arrivals  from  the  tropics, 
but  other  sectors  of  Toronto's  population  are 
highly  infested.  At  least  20  per  cent  of  children 
in  day  care  have  some  kind  of  parasite,  mostly 
pin  worms  and  single  celled  organisms.  Dr. 
Keystone  found  that  as  much  as  70  per  cent 
of  the  male  gay  community  is  infected  with 
parasites  due  to  direct  oral-anal  contact.  So 
while  you  can't  live  your  life  in  fear  of  parasitic 
infections,  be  aware  that  these  creatures  are 
around  and  would  have  no  qualms  with  taking 
up  residency  in  your  warm,  cozy  colon. 

In  the  interest  of  educating  other  potential 
parasitic  hosts,  we  present  a  handful  of  the 
world's  most  famous  parasites. 


HOOKWORMS 

The  hookworms  Ancylostoma  duodenale 
and  Necator  americanus  affect  about  800 
million  people  worldwide.  They  aren't  as 
big  as  roundworms,  averaging  about  only 
a  centimeter  in  length.  They  get  their  name 
from  the  characteristic  shape  of  their 
mouths.  Hookworms  attach  to  the  walls 
of  the  small  intestine  where  they  feed  on 
their  host's  blood,  which  can  cause  severe 
aenemia  (especially  in  children).  Eggs 
are  passed  in  the  feces,  and  a  new  host 
is  infected  when  the  eggs  penetrate  the 
skin.  Larva  of  this  parasite  can  also  get 
into  you  through  your  skin,  where  they 
can  crawl  around  just  beneath  the  surface 
for  months,  causing  a  condition  known  as 
"creeping  eruption."  Be  careful  not  to  let 
your  dog  lick  your  face — hookworms  (and 
many  other  worms)  are  commonly  spread 
to  humans  by  their  pets. 


ROUNDWORMS 

Ascaris  lumbricoides  is  the  most  com- 
mon parasitic  worm  found  in  humans, 
infecting  about  25  per  cent  of  the 
world's  population,  one  and  a  half  billion 
people.  Adults  live  in  the  small  intes- 
tine and  can  grow  up  to  18  inches,  long. 
This  parasite  is  spread  when  eggs  are 
passed  in  the  feces  and  then  spread  by 
unsanitary  conditions.  Eggs  are  ingested 
and  then  flow  down  to  the  small  intes- 
tine where  they  hatch.  The  larva  then 
burst  through  the  intestinal  walls,  travel 
through  the  circulatory  system,  pen- 


etrate the  lungs,  crawl  up  through  the 
air  passages,  down  through  the  esopha- 
gus, and  then  end  up  back  in  the  small 
intestine  where  they  live  out  the  rest 
of  their  lives.  Nobody  knows  why  this 
worm  travels  all  the  way  through  the 
body  only  to  end  up  right  back  where 
it  started,  but  larval  migration  can  be 
fatal  if  they  rupture  blood  vessels  in  the 
lungs.  The  worms  can  also  kill  you  if 
they  continue  to  move  around  once  they 
reach  adulthood — it  is  not  unknown 
for  ascarid  worms  to  clog  up  the  colon, 
block  bile  ducts,  or  rupture  the  intestine 
and  fall  into  the  body  cavity. 


PIN  WORMS 

Pin  worms,  Enterobius  vermicularis,  are  esti- 
mated to  infect  400  million  people,  roughly 
10  per  cent  of  all  humans.  Unlike  most 
worms,  these  are  found  primarily  in  Europe 
and  North  America,  mostly  in  children. 
Measuring  about  a  centimeter  long,  colonies 
of  adults  live  in  the  colon.  Females  emerge 
from  this  lair  at  nighttime  and  crawl  outside 
to  the  perianal  region,  where  they  lay  their 
eggs  (up  to  10,000  at  a  time).  If  you  want  to 


see  if  your  kid  has  pin  worms,  simply  apply 
scotch  tape  to  their  bum  while  they  sleep, 
rip  it  off,  and  look  for  eggs  on  the  sticky  side. 
Be  careful  though — pin  worms  are  incred- 
ibly contagious,  and  they  are  spread  when 
people  breathe  in  the  eggs.  If  you  shake  out 
a  infected  child's  sheets  on  laundry  day, 
chances  are  the  entire  house  will  get  the 
worms  as  well.  They  are  relatively  harmless 
though,  usually  just  resulting  in  mild  stom- 
ach upset,  irritability  and  insomnia  in  small 
children. 


WHIPWORMS 

More  than  a  billion  people  worldwide 
are  infected  with  the  whipworm  Trichu- 
ris  trichiura.  This  species  gets  its  name 
from  the  shape  of  their  heads,  which  they 
embed  in  the  lining  of  the  large  intestine 
where  they  can  live  for  several  years. 
Eggs  are  passed  in  the  feces,  whereupon 


they  are  passed  to  other  hosts  if  the 
eggs  are  ingested.  Most  infections  do  not 
cause  any  serious  symptoms,  but  over 
years  one  person  can  become  infected 
repeatedly  and  develop  a  large  worm 
burden,  resulting  in  anemia,  diarrhea 
and  dysentery.  Heavy  worm  burdens  in 
children  can  result  in  mental  and  physi- 
cal retardation. 
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GUINEA  WORM 

Dracunculus  medinensis  is  also  known  as  thie 
"fiery  serpent,"  and  was  featured  in  the  writ- 
ings of  Greeit,  Roman,  and  Arabian  scholars. 
Adult  female  worms  are  only  two  millimeters 
in  diameter  but  can  grow  to  a  meter  in  length. 
They  live  just  under  the  skin  for  about  a  year, 
usually  in  the  legs  and  feet.  When  pregnant 
females  release  their  eggs  into  the  host,  an 
intense  and  painful  allergic  reaction  results, 
hence  the  name  "fiery  serpent."  The  skin  even- 
tually breaks  open  and  victims  typically  rush 
to  wash  the  ulcer,  releasing  the  eggs  into  rivers 
and  streams  where  they  can  continue  their 
life  cycle.  Eggs  infect  small  crustaceans  called 
copepods — humans  contract  the  worm  when 
these  copepods  are  swallowed  in  contami- 
nated water.  What  happens  to  the  female  that 
just  released  those  eggs,  you  ask?  She  can  only 
be  removed  by  tying  the  exposed  end  of  the 
worm  to  a  stick,  and  then  twirling  the  parasite 
out  like  a  string  of  spaghetti.  Even  worse,  one 
person  could  get  Guinea  worm  over  and  over 
again  if  local  drinking  water  is  not  cleansed  of 
the  parasite.  Fortunately,  the  WHO  estimates 
that  this  worm  will  be  eradicated  from  human 
populations  within  five  to  ten  years. 


EYE  WORM 

Loa  loa  can  be  found  in  the  tissue  just 
beneath  the  skin  in  any  part  of  the  human 
body,  including  just  below  the  surface  of  the 
eye,  hence  the  common  name  "eye  worm." 
Adult  worms  measure  up  to  about  seven  cen- 


timeters in  length,  and  infect  some  13  million 
people  worldwide.  Although  they  don't  tend 
to  cause  serious  health  problems  this  para- 
site can  cause  hosts  quite  a  shock  when  they 
notice  it  crawling  beneath  their  skin  or  across 
their  eyeball.  This  worm  is  generally  found 
only  in  equatorial  Africa. 


TAPEWORMS 

Probably  the  most  famous  of  parasites,  tape- 
worms can  indeed  reach  spectacular  sizes 
in  human  hosts.  Diphyllobothrium  latum,  the 
broadfish  tapeworm,  can  grow  up  to  30  feet 
in  length;  this  parasite  is  especially  common 
in  Scandinavia  and  the  Great  Lakes  region, 
as  humans  become  infected  by  eating  raw  or 
undercooked  fish  (watch  out  for  cheap  sushi). 
Humans  can  also  get  the  beef  tapeworm  Taenia 
saginata  and  the  pork  tapeworm  T.  solium  by 
eathing  contaminated  meat.  Together  these 
three  species  infect  about  90  million  people 
worldwide.  Tapeworms  do  not  normally  cause 
severe  health  problems.  The  animals  are  seg- 
mented, and  sometimes  individual  subunits 


of  the  worms,  called  proglottids,  can  give  the 
owner  quite  a  shock.  "I've  actually  seen  seg- 
ments crawl  out  of  somebody's  butt,  into  their 
underwear  and  fall  on  the  floor,"  said  Dr.  Key- 
stone, who  sees  a  tapeworm  every  few  months 
here  in  Toronto.  Tapeworms  can  sometimes 
cause  painful  and  even  fatal  infections  during 
the  juvenile  stage  of  their  life  cycle.  Immature 
tapeworms  can  penetrate  the  intestine  and 
travel  to  virtually  any  area  of  the  body.  If  they 
settle  in  the  muscle  tissue  they  may  cause  little 
or  no  harm,  short  of  terrifying  hosts  and  doc- 
tors who  commonly  misdiagnose  such  lumps 
as  tumours.  If  the  juvenile  worms  settle  some- 
where more  delicate  however,  like  the  eye  or 
spinal  cord,  they  can  cause  blindness,  paraly- 
sis, and  even  death. 


RIVER  BLINDNESS 

The  parasite  Onchocerca  volvulus  is  the  cause 
of  the  tropical  disease  "river  blindness." 
Adults  grow  up  to  50  centimeters  long  and 
live  just  beneath  the  host's  skin.  The  body  at- 
tempts to  control  the  parasite  by  enclosing  it 
in  a  fibrous  capsule.  Adults  cannot  move,  but 
females  can  release  embryos,  or  microfilari- 
ae, into  the  rest  of  the  rest  of  the  body.  Often 
these  embryos  end  up  in  the  eye,  where  they 
die,  accumulate,  and  result  in  blindness.  The 
disease  is  spread  when  mosquitos  feed  on  an 
infected  human  and  transfer  the  embryos  to 
another  host.  In  areas  where  the  mosquitos 
are  rampant  as  much  as  40  per  cent  of  the 
adult  population  is  blind  as  a  result  of  this 
disease. 


BLOOD  FLUKES 

Approximately  200  million  people  worldwide, 
mainly  in  Africa,  southeast  Asia,  the  Caribbean 
and  South  America,  are  infected  with  the  blood 
flukes  Schistosoma  mansoni,  S.  haematobium, 
and  5.  japonicum,  resulting  in  an  estimated  one 
million  deaths  every  year.  The  flukes  average 
about  a  centimeter  in  length,  live  in  the  veins 
of  the  abdomen,  and  can  live  for  up  to  30  years 
in  one  host.  Eggs  are  passed  in  the  urine  or  fe- 
ces, infect  aquatic  snails,  hatch  as  larvae,  and 
then  burrow  into  the  skin  of  humans  when  they 
bathe  in  infected  water.  The  movement  of  eggs 
through  the  human  body  can  result  in  severe 
tissue  damage,  noticeable  as  blood  in  the  urine. 
If  the  eggs  are  not  passed  in  feces  or  urine  they 
end  up  in  the  liver,  where  the  body  attempts 
to  deal  with  them  by  encapsulating  then  in  a 
fibrous  ball.  The  damage  to  the  liver,  intestine 
and  bladder  can  eventually  result  in  death. 


ELEPHANTIASIS 

This  crippling  disease  is  caused  by  the  worms 
Wuchereria  bancrofti  and  Brugia  malayi,  which 
are  spread  like  malaria  via  mosquitoes.  About 
107  million  people  are  infected.  Adult  worms 
live  in  human  lymph  nodes  where  they  can 
block  the  lymph  nodes  and  ducts,  causing 


intense  and  debilitating  swelling.  The  worms 
particularly  enjoy  living  in  the  lymph  nodes 
of  the  lower  abdominal  cavity,  legs,  and  geni- 
tals. Although  not  pictured  here  for  obvious 
reasons,  one  can  find  a  multitude  of  images  of 
men  with  severely  deformed  testicles  on  para- 
sitological  web  sites.  Note  that  elephantiasis  is 
not  "elephant  man  disease." 


HYATID  DISEASE 

The  tiny  tapeworm  Echinococcus  granulosus 
measures  only  six  millimeters  in  length  at  the 
most,  yet  can  cause  cysts  in  human  hosts  the 
size  of  basketballs.  The  worm  normally  lives  in 
the  small  intestine  of  canines,  but  when  eggs  are 
passed  in  a  dog's  feces  humans  can  inhale  the 
eggs  and  contract  the  parasite.  The  eggs  hatch 
in  the  small  intestine,  then  break  through  the 


gut  wall,  travel  through  the  circulatory  system, 
and  then  find  a  home  in  some  soft,  comfortable 
tissue,  usually  the  liver.  The  larva  then  produce 
single  celled  offspring,  called  protoscolices, 
that  result  in  the  growth  of  a  cyst;  a  large  cyst 
can  contain  tens  of  thousands  of  protoscolices. 
Cysts  can  be  fatal  if  they  grow  in  a  vital  tissue 
like  the  lungs,  liver  or  brain.  About  three  mil- 
lion people  worldwide  are  infected,  including  a 
number  being  treated  at  Toronto  General. 
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Ontario's  electricity  dilemma:  crisis  or 
opportunity? 


by  JON  NORMAN 


A  looming  energy  crisis  in  Ontario 
was  the  focus  of  discussion  at  a  well- 
attended  conference  held  in  Toronto 
last  weekend.  Delegates  from  across 
Canada's  environmental  non-govern- 
mental organization  (NGO)  and  sus- 
tainable energy  sectors  participated 
in  the  conference  aimed  at  "Greening 
Ontario's  Electricity  Future."  The 
resounding  cry  from  participants: 
Ontario's  electricity  alarm  is  ringing, 
and  the  snooze  button  is  no  longer  an 
option. 

"Most  people  remember  exactly 
what  they  were  doing  on  August  14, 
2003  at  4:15  pm,"  said  Ralph  Torrie, 
an  internationally-respected  energy 
analyst  and  the  conference's  keynote 
speaker,  referring  to  the  indelible 
mark  left  by  North  America's  largest 
ever  power  failure.  In  the  aftermath 
of  that  pivotal  event,  many  Ontarians 
are  wising  up  to  the  energy  crisis  that 
experts  like  Torrie  have  been  warn- 
ing about  for  years. 

According  to  Torrie,  a  partner  at 
Ottawa-based  energy  consultancy 
Torrie  Smith  Associates,  Ontario  will 
face  a  major  electricity  shortage  in 
the  near  future  without  concerted  ac- 
tion by  government,  industry  and  ho- 
meowners alike.  "The  energy  crisis  is 
coming",  he  cautions.  "I  think  we  have 
to  realistically  assume  that  it's  five 
years  away,  or  at  best  six  or  seven." 

While  there  are  a  number  of  factors 
contributing  to  an  impending  short- 
age of  electricity,  the  most  critical  in- 
clude uncontrolled  increases  in  elec- 
tricity use,  plummeting  productivity 
at  Ontario's  aging  nuclear  plants,  and 
a  planned  phase  out  of  coal-fired 
power  generation  for  environmental 
reasons. 

But  the  real  seeds  of  the  crisis,  ac- 
cording to  Torrie,  were  sown  long  ago 
with  misguided  policy  decisions  and 
insidious  political  pressures,  particu- 
larly a  'nuclear-at-all-cost'  doctrine 
that  characterized  Ontario  Hydro 
throughout  the  1970's  and  1980's. 

"Nuclear  energy  in  Ontario  was 
a  huge  historical  error,"  said  Torrie 
bluntly,  pointing  out  the  unreliability, 
radioactive  discharges,  enormous 
cost  overruns,  and  unresolved 
waste  management  issues  that  have 
plagued  the  industry  since  its  incep- 
tion. "This  is  an  industry  that  has 


exhibited  the  opposite  of  a  learning 
curve."  Torrie  is  himself  a  former 
physicist  with  Atomic  Energy  Canada 
Limited. 

Still,  despite  concern  over  the  pos- 
sibility of  repeating  past  mistakes, 
the  overall  mood  at  the  conference 
was  optimistic.  Most  delegates  were 
quick  to  point  out  that  the  threat  of 
crisis  represents  a  significant  oppor- 
tunity for  energy  sustainability,  in- 
cluding electricity  conservation  and 
tapping  renewable  sources. 

"Ontario  Is  finding  itself  at  an 
energy  crossroads,"  notes  Deborah 
Doncaster,  Executive  Director  of  the 
Ontario  Sustainable  Energy  Assoca- 
tion.  "The  provincial  government 
must  now  make  far-reaching  energy 
choices,  which  opens  the  door  for 
new  ways  of  thinking." 

Foremost  among  these  choices 
relate  to  the  nuclear  industry  as 
a  whole.  In  particular,  the  Picker- 
ing and  Bruce  nuclear  reactors  are 
nearing  the  end  of  their  useful  life, 
and  several  studies  (including  Torrie 
Smith's  own)  indicate  that  no  nuclear 
power  will  be  available  in  Ontario 
beyond  2018  without  major  reactor 
replacement  programs  costing  tens 
of  billions  of  dollars.  Furthermore, 
if  these  plants  are  to  be  replaced, 
significant  technical  progress  and 
financial  investment  must  be  made 
within  the  nuclear  industry  over  the 
very  short  term. 

David  Martin,  a  senior  policy  advi- 
sor with  the  Sierra  Club  of  Canada, 
suggested  that  the  time  for  political 
action  is  now,  particularly  to  avoid 
spending  enormous  sums  of  money 
trying  to  maintain  an  inherently 
unreliable  and  environmentally  dam- 
aging nuclear  power  base.  "Unless 
we  make  the  political  decision  that 
nuclear  power  must  go",  Martin  said, 
"we  can't  honestly  begin  the  planning 
process  to  move  toward  a  sustainable 
energy  future." 

This  nuclear  issue  is  tackled  di- 
rectly in  a  recently  released  report 
by  Torrie  Smith,  "Phasing  Out  Nuclear 
Power  in  Canada.  "  The  report  says 
that  Ontario  can  eliminate  all  of  its 
coal  and  nuclear  power  generating 
capacity,  yet  still  meet  its  electricity 
requirements  to  2020  through  a  com- 
bination of  improved  energy  efficien- 
cy, development  of  renewable  energy 
sources,  industrial  cogeneration,  and 


WINDSHARE 

The  94-meter-high  wind  turbine  on  Toronto's  lakeshore  was  the  first  to  be  installed  in  a  downtown 
urban  setting  in  North  America. 


interprovincial  trade.  Furthermore, 
it's  technologically  possible,  and 
economically  practical  to  implement 
these  methods  quickly  in  order  to 
curtail  an  electricity  supply  crisis. 

"The  real  key  here  is  energy  ef- 
ficiency", said  Torrie,  adding  that 
Ontario  industries  and  residents  can 
easily  double  their  electricity  effi- 
ciency without  sacrificing  residential 
comfort  or  economic  growth.  "All  of 
the  technologies  we  need  to  have  a 


sustainable  electricity  system  cur- 
rently exist  and  are  economical." 

An  important  example  is  that  only 
about  12  to  14  per  cent  of  electricity 
consumed  in  Ontario  is  actually  re- 
quired for  end-use  energy — the  rest 
is  generally  used  up  for  space  and 
water  heating,  which  can  be  more 
efficiently  accomplished  by  other 
means,  such  as  natural  gas. 

So  if  it's  so  easy,  why  are  we  still 
beating  what  should  be  a  long-dead 


horse  named  "conservation"? 

"The  only  reason  we  haven't  made 
significant  energy  efficiency  progress 
to  date  is  lack  of  institutional  support 
and  lack  of  imagination,"  grumbled 
Torrie.  "We  don't  have  a  technologi- 
cal shortfall  and  we  don't  have  the 
wrong  social  values.  The  recipe  for 
a  sustainable  electricity  future  is  in 
front  of  our  face." 

All  that's  needed  is  someone  to  mix 
the  ingredients. 


How  your  memory  declines  as  you  get  older 


by  MADELEINE  KHAN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  first-ever  conference  on  cogni- 
tive science,  the  University  of  To- 
ronto Inter-disciplinary  Symposium 
on  the  Mind  (UTism),  was  held  at  UC 
last  Friday  and  Saturday.  Lectures 
were  brief,  30  minutes  long  followed 
by  question  and  answer  periods.  To- 
gether the  speakers  covered  many 
of  the  facets  of  cognitive  science, 
a  discipline  that  draws  from  many 
fields  including  linguistics,  philoso- 
phy, psychology,  and  computer  sci- 
ence. Included  among  the  present- 
ers was  Dr.  Fergus  Craik,  cognitive 
psychologist  and  senior  scientist  at 


The  Rotman  Research  Institute. 

Dr.  Craik  modeled  his  talk 
"Memory — Downhill  All  the  Way?" 
on  a  bad  news,  good  news  para- 
digm. Through  his  research.  Dr. 
Craik  aims  to  discover  whether  the 
general  perception  that  memory 
declines  with  age  holds  true.  His 
take-home  message  is  that  as  we 
age,  memory  undergoes  a  decline 
differential — that  is,  some  types  of 
memory  decline  substantially  while 
others  do  not. 

Dr.  Craik  identified  two  major 
problems  of  declining  memory:  (1) 
difficulty  remembering  source  and 
context  (the  where,  when,  what  of 
an  event),  and  (2)  difficulty  with 


retrieval  in  general.  He  believes 
these  two  might  reflect  a  common 
problem  of  accessing  details  from 
an  aging  memory  system.  "There 
may  be  some  validity  to  the  notion 
of  development  in  reverse... that  is, 
we  lose  the  particulars  but  keep  the 
general  framework." 

He  devised  an  experiment  involv- 
ing young  subjects  (late  teens/early 
20s)  and  senior  ones  (60-70  year- 
olds).  He  surmised  that  with  age, 
less  "attentional  resources"  are 
available  with  which  to  process  and 
integrate  information.  His  research 
design  included  three  tasks  that 
were  meant  to  measure  memory 
capacity:  word  retrieval,  divided 


attention  resources,  and  name/face 
retrieval.  Dr.  Craik  also  compared 
performance  with  and  without 
memory-enhancing  strategies  such 
as  pairing  related  or  similar  words. 

Results  were  mixed.  As  expected, 
younger  subjects  performed  better 
in  the  word  pair  retrieval  task  than 
older  subjects.  For  the  visual  track- 
ing task,  which  measured  word  pair- 
ing while  subjects  visually  chased  a 
moving  light  target,  they  also  out- 
performed the  older  folk.  Yet  there 
existed  the  same  differences  in 
results  between  younger  and  older 
subjects  trained  with  strategies, 
which  surprised  the  researchers. 
In  other  words,  memory  aids  helped 


both  age  groups,  but  not  more 
among  the  young,  as  expected.  Re- 
sults from  the  third  task  surprised 
them  as  well:  although  face  recogni- 
tion declined  substantially  with  age, 
object  recognition  did  not. 

What  does  this  mean  for  us  as  the 
years  slip  by?  Dr.  Craik  reiterated 
the  'bad  news,  good  news'  differ- 
ential of  aging  memory.  Secondary 
memory,  including  episodic  (event- 
related)  and  procedural  (how  to 
do  things)  memory,  declines  with 
age.  But  primary  memory,  which 
includes  short-term  and  long-term 
memory,  declines  very  little,  espe- 
cially when  supported  by  memory 
aid  strategies. 
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Canadian  Mars  mission  wows  student  space  summit 


by  JUSTIN  TROTTIER 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  York  University  professor's  pro- 
posal to  send  a  Canadian  rover  to 
Mars  in  2007  or  2009  was  among  the 
highlights  of  a  student  aerospace 
summit  at  the  University  of  Waterloo 
this  past  weekend. 

The  Canadian  Aeronautics  and 
Space  Institute's  annual  Cana- 
dian Student  Summit  on  Aerospace 
brings  together  students,  professors 
and  members  of  industry  to  network 
and  learn  about  research  and  break- 
throughs in  aerospace.  This  year's 
summit  was  hosted  by  the  Waterloo 
Space  Society. 

The  keynote  speaker  was  Cana- 
dian astronaut  Dave  Williams  who 
gave  an  emotional  talk  about  the 
natural  love  of  space  among  youth. 
His  message  to  conference  delegates 
was  that  they  need  to  continue  to 
promote  the  benefits  of  space  explo- 
ration to  young  and  old. 

This  was  followed  by  a  panel 
discussion  at  which  four  speakers 
were  asked  to  present  their  views 
on  "Canada's  Next  Generation  of 
Aerospace."  The  speakers  included 
University  of  Waterloo  president  Dr. 
David  Johnston,  major  Mike  Barker 
of  the  Canadian  Forces'  Aerospace 
Engineering  Test  Establishment, 
well  known  education  advocate 
Philomena  Bonis,  and  Brian  Feeney, 
leader  of  the  DaVinci  Project,  which 
is  working  towards  the  first  manned, 
non-government  space  flight. 

Ms.  Bonis  was  one  of  the  most 
eloquent  speakers  at  the  conference, 
and  emphasized  the  importance  of 
educating  children  to  ensure  strong 
leaders  in  all  fields  of  science  in  the 
future.  She  cited  a  Chinese  proverb: 


"If  you're  planning  for  one  year,  plant 
rice... if  you're  planning  for  10  years, 
plant  trees... if  you're  planning  for 
100  years,  educate  people." 

Bonis  said  that  while  causes  like 
health  care  and  poverty  are  impor- 
tant, many  will  remain  with  us  for- 
ever, and  in  the  meantime  we  should 
not  forget  the  dreams  of  children 
and  adults  who  long  to  investigate 
the  cosmos.  She  also  said  that  the 
space  industry  is  the  only  field  that 
really  unites  everyone,  since  the 
talents  and  abilities  inherent  in  dis- 
parate disciplines  must  each  play 
some  part. 

In  line  with  this  comment,  the  rest 
of  the  conference  was  broken  up  into 
four  speaker  sessions  at  which  del- 
egates had  the  opportunity  to  hear 
from  graduate  students,  professors 
and  aerospace  industry  representa- 
tives in  many  diverse  areas. 

Industry  speakers  included  sys- 
tems engineer  Eric  Choi  of  MDRobot- 
ics,  the  Brampton  based  space  ro- 
botics company  best  known  for  the 
Canadarm  and  Canadarm2  projects 
and  currently  working  on  new  parts 
for  their  mobile  servicing  system 
on  the  International  Space  Station, 
including  a  two-armed  robot  and 
a  work  platform  for  manipulating 
objects  in  space.  Choi  was  involved 
in  the  design  of  the  Phoenix  Mars 
Scout  Mission,  a  mission  to  Mars 
recently  selected  by  NASA  to  visit 
the  red  planet  in  2007  and  search 
for  recently  detected  subsurface 
water  ice  as  well  as  to  determine 
the  mineralogy  and  chemistry  of  the 
soil  and  measure  properties  of  the 
atmosphere. 

Many  of  the  speakers  were  profes- 
sors from  across  the  province  work- 
ing in  such  diverse  areas  as  smart 


materials,  the  application  of  nano- 
technology  and  materials  science 
to  aerospace,  and  speakers  from  the 
Association  for  the  Development  of 
Aerospace  Medicine  (ADAM),  locat- 
ed at  McGill  University  and  studying 
the  biological  effects  of  space  travel. 
Many  had  ambitious  goals  such  as 
sending  a  Canadian  lander  and  rover 
system  to  the  surface  of  Mars,  called 
project  Northern  Lights,  led  by  Dr. 
Brendan  Quine  of  the  department 
of  Physics  and  Astronomy  at  York 
University. 

The  conference  was  closed  by  a 
passionate  talk  from  Bob  Richards, 
director  of  Optech,  a  company  with 


deep  connections  to  aerospace  com- 
panies in  Canada,  to  the  Canadian 
Space  Agency,  and  to  NASA.  Optech 
is  a  world  leader  in  LIDAR  (laser  ra- 
dar) technology,  which  has  far  reach- 
ing applications,  both  here  on  Earth 
in  the  mapping  of  underwater  coast- 
lines, and  out  in  the  vast  reaches  of 
space  for  the  mapping  of  planet  sur- 
faces. LIDAR  will  be  used  to  ensure 
that  next  generation  Mars  landers, 
including  Phoenix,  avoid  obstacles 
and  land  safely  on  the  surface. 

Richards  also  co-founded  several 
space  advocacy  groups  including 
Students  for  the  Exploration  and 
Development  of  Space  (SEDS),  The 


Space  Generation,  Young  Astronauts 
of  Canada.  In  1987,  he  founded  the  In- 
ternational Space  University,  located 
in  Strasbourg,  France  from  which 
new  generations  of  space  enthusi- 
asts have  graduated. 

Richards  was  inspired  by  space 
popularizers  like  Carl  Sagan  and 
Arthur  C.  Clarke,  and  in  turn  has 
promoted  the  aerospace  cause  to 
the  next  group  of  students,  inspiring 
new  space  societies  and  clubs  which 
have  appeared  at  many  universities 
in  Canada.  The  Canadian  Students 
Summit  on  Aerospace,  organized  by 
one  of  those  student  groups,  is  part 
of  this  long  tradition. 
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FELLOWSHIP  IN  ADVANCEMENT 
at 

THE  L^IVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

Are  you  a  recent  or  soon-to-be  graduate? 
Are  you  interested  in  a  career  that  involves: 

MARKETING 
PUBLIC  RELATIONS 
SPECIAL  EVENT  and  VOLUNTEER  MANAGEMENT 
COMMUNICATIONS 
PHILANTHROPY? 

Are  you  interested  in  helping  the  University  of  Toronto  rank  among  the  leading  international  public  research 
and  teaching  universities? 

If  so,  consider  the  field  of  Advancement.  Advancement  is  the  temi  used  to  describe  the  activities  of  fundraising, 
alumni  and  public  relations,  among  others,  that  help  to  harness  the  financial  and  human  resources  required  to  advance 
the  goals  of  the  Universit>'. 

During  this  12  month  internship,  one  successful  candidate  will  receive  exposure  to  all  aspects  of  university 
Advancement  functions  through  specific  program  assigntnenLs,  job  shadowing  and  mentoring,  extensive  professional 
development  opportunities,  on-campus  work  placements,  and  visits  to  other  Canadian  universities. 

The  12  month  internship  will  begin  September  2004.  The  fellow  will  receive  a  monthly  stipend  of  S2800  and,  based  on 
successful  performance,  the  possibility  of  longer  term  employment. 

Application  deadline;  Friday,  February  27,  2004 
To  download  the  application  visit: 
wvvw.alumni.utorontoca'stavconnected.  career.htm 

Paper  copies  of  the  application  form  are  available  at  the  ti  ont  desk: 

J.  Robert  S.  Prichard  Building 
21  King's  College  Circle 
between  9:00am  -  5:00pm 
or  contact  .Sharon  Brumer  at 

(416)946-8371  or 
Sharon. brumerV7;utoronto.ca 


Arts  &  Entertainment 

Students  on  stage 

Annual  U  of  T  Drama  Festival  brings  out  the  best  and  worst  of  campus  theatre 


Cast  of  Victoria  College  Drama  Society's  winning  play  A  Preposterous  Watch. 


by  ADAM  COLLIER,  SHAKIRHAQ, 
TRISTAN  SAMUK.  and  YASMINSIDDIQUI 

A Hart  House  tradition  since 
1936,  this  year's  edition  of 
the  annual  U  of  T  Drama 
Festival  (a  showcase  for 
student  work  that  is  adjudicated  by 
a  veteran  theatre  professional)  took 
place  last  week,  and  our  writers  were 
there  to  review  all  of  the  plays  that 
competed.  (See  the  complete  list  of 
prize  winners  below.) 

JANUARY  28 

Broken  Moon  (St.  Michael's 
College  Drama  Society) 
Rating:  VW 

Playwright  (and  lead  actor)  Laura 
Cockburn's  Broken  Moon  is  an 
ambitious  play  rich  with  subtlety 
and  articulated  with  genuine  craft. 
Jane  (Cockburn)  and  Ben  (Efraint 
Klamph)'s  unusually  pure  friend- 
ship emerges,  ironically,  because  of 
Asperger's  Disorder,  a  form  of  autism 
that  prevents  Ben  from  interacting 
naturally  with  others. 

His  erratic  behavior  ranges  from 
timing  her  arrival,  constantly  re-or- 
dering pens  on  his  table,  and  yelling 
point-blank  facts  about  Russia's  un- 
manned satellite  Sputnik.  However, 
Klamph's  meticulous  depiction  of 
Ben's  literal-mindedness  is  exactly 
what  Jane  needs  as  she  moves  into 
strange  emotional  territory.  Her  past 
is  uncomfortably  exposed  at  home 
and  Ben  provides  a  partial  retreat. 

Broken  also  attempts,  with  vary- 
ing success,  to  present  a  sibling 
and  mother  as  figures  of  betrayal. 
Scenes  with  Jane  and  her  brother 
Jack  (Lucas  Lopez)  lacked  focus, 
so  when  things  inevitably  go  sour, 
a  genuine  sense  of  betrayal  doesn't 
come  across. 

Lisa  Ball  is  magnificently  cast  as 
Jack  and  Jane's  mother,  and  her 
agitated  repentance  toward  her  kids 
is  immersing.  In  a  great  credit  to  Lo- 
pez's portrayal  of  Jack,  a  young  man 
coping  with  depression,  the  most 
natural  moments  of  familial  unrest 
come  between  Jack  and  his  mom. 

Crystal-clear  musical  interludes 
in  the  production  did  a  good  job  of 
introducing  the  helpful  metaphor — 
and  practical  plot  device — of  Apollo 
ll's  landing  on  the  moon  as  Jane 
explores  new  emotional  space,  and 
ultimately  ends  up  making  a  decision 
about  life  that  is  full  of  possibilities 
and  yet  eerily  alienating. — AC 

A  Simple  Solution 
(companytheatrecrisis) 
Rating:  VW 

The  absurd  comedy  A  Simple  Solution 
was  filled  with  high-caliber  acting 
and  featured  sharp,  dark,  masterfully 
circuitous  writing  to  good  comedic 
effect.  However,  it  lacked  clarity 
near  the  end,  which  is  a  shame  for 
a  production  that  was  like  a  bullet  in 
full  flight. 

Beginning  with  the  introductions 
of  two  thugs  (Nicholas  Carella,  Aaron 
Forward),  who  made  great  use  of 
the  stage  pacing,  rolling  around  on 
chairs  while  delivering  the  details 
of  each  others'  identities  like  a  sea- 
soned comedy  duo  (in  typical  comic 
paradigm  a  la  R2D2  and  C3P0— a 
stocky  fellow  and  a  tall  guy).  They  go 


on  to  accuse  a  young  captive  (Matt 
White)  of  ethical  misconduct  (buy- 
ing porn  and  keeping  a  book  of  racist 
humor). 

Small  details  stood  out,  such  as 
the  little  touches  of  costume — the 
thugs  in  black  and  white  and  the 
captive  Derek  in  jeans  and  hooded- 
sweatshirt — or  props,  such  an  empty 
can  that  was  used  to  great  effect  to 
reinforce  the  sinister  power  dynamic 
as  one  thug  crunched  the  can  slowly 
before  a  word  was  spoken. 

Although  the  play  sparks  inter- 
esting conjecture — perhaps  this 
was  a  nightmare  representing  the 
lascivious,  cruel  will  combating  a 
repressive  ego — the  ambiguity  at  the 
end  of  Solution  does  it  no  good.  But 
seeing  as  this  was  only  a  workshop 
presentation  of  the  play,  these  are 
things  that  can  be  easily  fixed  before 
the  company  settles  on  a  final  ver- 
sion.— AC 

JANUARY  29 

The  Contemplation  (St.  Mi- 
chael's College  Drama  Society) 
Rating:  v 

The  plot — or  lack  thereof — of  St. 
Mike's  second  entry  to  the  festival 
can  be  summed  up  in  four  sen- 
tences. 

Two  people,  dressed  in  black, 
nameless  as  far  as  the  script  is  con- 
cerned, and  yet  inexplicably  given 
names  in  the  program  (Morgen, 
played  by  Hanna  Puley,  and  Abend, 
played  by  the  writer  of  the  piece, 
Matthew  Ramolo),  sit  in  chairs  on  a 
dark,  close-to-empty  stage. 

They  speak  (when  they  are  not 
staring  at  each  other  amidst  long, 
tortured  silences)  in  sentence  frag- 
ments which  are,  surely,  meant  to 
be  poetic,  but  actually  make  very 
little  sense.  They  strike  matches, 
sometimes  successfully,  sometimes 
not,  and  light  candles,  which  they 
proceed  to  blow  out  and  then  light 
again.  They  talk  a  lot  about  silence 
and  suffering,  but — for  the  audience 
at  least — the  former  never  begins 
and  the  latter  never  ends. 

Sounds  bad?  Yeah,  you  didn't  have 
to  sit  through  it  for  an  hour  that  felt 
like  it  would  never  end.  One  gets  the 
feeling  that  it  was  all  meant  to  be 
symbolic  and,  quite  possibly,  deep. 


but  between  Puley's  over-the-top 
performance  and  Ramolo's  intermi- 
nably pretentious  script,  it  just... 
wasn't. 

The  play  actually  deserved  minus 
points  in  rating,  except  for  the  fact 
that  I  started  snickering  uncontrol- 
lably 15  minutes  into  it  and  didn't 
stop  until  it  had  ended.  Ah,  what  the 
heck — half  a  'V  just  for  that.  I  haven't 
had  such  a  good  laugh  in  quite  a 
while.— YS 

A  Preposterous  Watch  (Victo- 
ria College  Drama  Society) 
Rating:  VWv 

The  winner  of  the  President's  Award 
for  Best  Production,  Vic  College's 
A  Preposterous  Watch  was  a  clever 
metatheatrical  parody  that  mixed 
Oscar  Wilde,  lonesco  and  a  bit  of 
modern  soap  opera  together  to  cre- 
ate a  fluffy  brand  of  nonsense  that 
would  leave  any  theatre  aficionado 
smiling  wryly. 

In  a  plot  mirroring  many  of  the 
conventions  of  a  typical  comedy  of 
manners,  Charles  (Andrew  Codis- 
poti)  and  Richard  (Joe  Dunlop)  are 
wealthy  dandies  who  seem  to  spend 
their  time  throwing  about  witticisms 
and  doing  little  else.  Romantic  com- 
plications enter  their  lives  in  the  form 
of  a  ditzy  French  maid  (Heloise  Ape- 
steguy-Reux)  and  a  flighty  actress 
(Diana  Bentley),  and  in  the  midst 
of  it  all  sits  a  bumbling  Frenchman 
named — what  else? — Foible  (Joel 
Longhead). 

The  ensemble  kept  up  with  the 
quick,  bubbly  pace  of  the  script, 
and  while  the  plot  lagged  when  the 
production  hit  the  half-hour  mark,  it 
picked  up  remarkably  at  the  end. 

Particularly  amusing  was  the  way 
the  play  managed  to  keep  up  its 
comedic  structure  while  comment- 
ing on  the  nature  of  theatre  itself.  A 
Preposterous  Watch  was  like  a  gleam- 
ing soap  bubble  blown  from  a  wand 
on  a  summer  day — fun,  pretty  to 
look  at,  but  easily  forgotten  when 
popped. — ^YS 

Living  Arrangements 
(UTSC  Drama  Society) 
Rating:  VW 

Described  by  playwright  Jessica  de 
Bruyn  as  "a  sex  farce",  UTSC  Drama 


Society's  Living  Arrangements  could 
be  just  as  easily  called  The  O.C.  Goes 
University  (With  Less  Violence). 

In  a  house  shared  by  four  college 
students,  relationships  run  amuck 
as  Abby  (Emily  Breau)  masterminds 
two  bets  that  pit  Chloe  (Robin 
Sutherland)  and  Will  (Andrew  Gard- 
ner) against  Emma  (Stefania  Indelica- 
to)  and  Mark  (Matt  Flowitt)  in  a  "will 
they  or  won't  they?"  situation  that 
guarantees  that  no  matter  what  hap- 
pens, she  will  emerge  as  the  victor. 

By  sticking  to  subject  matter  that 
is  close  to  home  and  avoiding  the 
ponderous  material  that  often  bogs 
down  student  playwrights,  de  Bruyn 
kept  her  script  funny  without  being 
over-the-top,  and  her  actors  played 
up  to  it  by  balancing  moments  of 
broad  comedy  with  genuine  chemis- 
try and  realistic  relationships. 

The  production  did  suffer  several 
technical  mishaps,  including  missed 
lighting  cues  and  actors  appearing 
on  stage  while  scene  changes  were 
occurring,  but  this  did  little  to  mar 
the  overall  effect.  Living  Arrange- 
ments, like  a  favourite  sitcom,  was  an 
enjoyable  romp  through  the  mix-ups 
of  lives  that,  in  a  funnier  alternate 
universe,  could  be  ours. 

JANUARY  30 

Losing  Berlin 
(Hart  House  Drama  Society) 
Rating:  WW 

A  childless  German  wife,  guilt-ridden 
from  witnessing  the  death  of  a  young 
Jewish  boy  by  the  hand  of  her  Nazi 
husband,  is  taken  on  an  emotional 
degradation  that  forces  her  to  choose 
between  patriotism  and  humanity.  In 
terms  of  plot,  one  would  think  that 
the  excessively  done  "1930s  Ger- 
many" theme  is  again  resurrected  for 
another  chance  to  pull  at  audience 
heartstrings. 

Admittedly,  this  is  what  I  thought 
as  the  lights  came  up  on  a  character 
(Kara  Dymond)  wearing  a  swastika 
on  her  right  forearm,  who  began  to 
tell  her  story  in  a  German  accent. 

To  my  surprise,  I  was  captivated 
and  interested  in  what  she  had  to 
say.  This  astonishment  is  mostly 
accredited  to  the  beautifully  writ- 
ten monologues  (Dymond  was  also 
the  playwright  of  the  piece),  which 


were  interwoven  out  of  chronological 
order,  forcing  the  audience  to  engage 
in  piecing  her  life  story  together. 
Another  truly  noteworthy  feat  that 
Dymond  pulled  off  effortlessly  was 
her  ability  to  carry  the  show  as  the 
sole  performer  (aside  from  a  lovely 
musical  interlude  featuring  Tamara 
Vaughn  and  pianist). 

Aside  from  a  dragging  pace  at 
times  and  an  occasionally  question- 
able German  accent,  this  piece  wcis 
masterfully  crafted  from  its  musical 
choices  to  the  haunting  final  scene. 
This  play  deserves  an  encore  perfor- 
mance.— SH 

Paul's  Gun 
(UTSC  Drama  Society) 
Rating:  VWv 

Paul's  Gun  is  a  social  commentary  on 
the  recklessness  of  gun  control,  but 
as  a...  comedy.  Awkward  nine-year- 
old  Paul  lives  with  his  Uncle  Lewis, 
finds  his  uncle's  gun,  and  in  an  effort 
to  become  "cool"  decides  to  take  it 
to  school  and  show  it  to  his  friends. 
After  this,  Paul  passes  through  the 
daily  routine  (school-home),  where 
he  occasionally  shares  a  cute  aside 
about  putting  the  gun  back. 

Tom  Nittoly  achieved  his  Paul  in  a 
way  that  did  not  aggravate  audience 
members,  as  his  intonation  was 
paralleled  to  that  of  a  child  and  not 
the  pitch  of  his  voice.  Most  of  the 
cast  proved  to  be  similarly  up  to  the 
challenge,  save  Uncle  Lewis,  whose 
integral  character  was  unfortunately 
diminished  to  a  powerless  oaf,  which 
somewhat  lowered  the  credibility  of 
the  play  from  its  initial  impressive- 
ness. 

The  best  part  of  this  show  was 
the  unpredictability  of  the  plot.  Sev- 
eral occasions  presented  themselves 
where  the  outcomes  would  have 
been  someone  getting  shot  (which 
is  what  we  were  all  waiting  for),  and 
yet  playwright  Andrew  Tyler  was 
determined  to  keep  us  in  anticipation 
of  the  big  shooting  scene.  By  refining 
the  ending  and  slight  recasting,  this 
play  could  be  superb. — SH 

The  Atmosphere  of  Evil 
(Erindale  Drama  Club) 
Rating:  WW 

Nine  clowns  on  stage — a  frightening 
thought  to  many,  including  myself. 
What  madness  could  this  bring? 

The  lights  come  up  on  a  pair  of 
red-nosed  clowns  acting  as  exces- 
sively perky  anchors  on  a  morning 
talk  show.  The  other  seven  clowns 
are  frozen  in  silhouette,  who  awake 
one  by  one  to  the  sounds  of  the  tele- 
vision set.  Each  clown,  a  caricature 
of  a  common  archetype  (housewife, 
boss,  student,  little  girl,  etc.),  goes 
through  a  morning  routine  in  typical 
clown  slapstick. 

There  was  no  real  plot  to  this  play 
other  than  the  persistent  theme  of 
the  media  as  a  manipulative  entity. 
The  anchors  on  the  morning  show 
eventually  run  out  of  news  and  be- 
gin to  formulate  "breaking  news"  to 
hike  ratings.  Just  short  of  having  the 
seven  'viewers'  jump  through  hoops, 
they  are  manipulated  to  turn  against 
one  another  in  various  sidesplitting 
scenarios. 


Continued  on  next  page 
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Great  Ghosts 

Trin  students  do  Ibsen  right  in  recent  production 


byYASMINSIDDIQUI 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Every  drama  student  or  dabbler 
in  student  theatre  has  to  love  the 
works  of  Henrik  Ibsen — it's  part 
of  the  job  description,  one  of  the 
things  that  goes  with  all-black 
ensembles,  rehearsal  halls,  and 
dog-eared  copies  of  Stanislavski's 
An  Actor  Prepares. 
It  may  seem  like  heresy,  then,  that 
despite  being  a  recent  drama  grad 
and  current  drama  teacher,  I've 
never  been  a  huge  Ibsen  fan.  A 
Doll's  House  is  a  good  play,  sure, 
but  Peer  Gyntl  Pretentious,  overly 
wordy  nonsense.  It's  hard  to  pres- 
ent Ibsen  without  it  feeling  dated, 
bogged  down  as  his  works  are  with 
theories  of  naturalism  and  other 
ideologies  of  his  time,  so  my  first 
reaction  to  student  theatre's  gen- 
eral obsession  with  the  playwright 
is  usually  a  tortured  groan. 

Ghosts,  perhaps  Ibsen's  most  con- 
troversial work,  is  also  one  of  the 
hardest  to  stage.  The  script  is  full 
of  long  speeches  and  angst-ridden 
confessions;  it  verges  on  preachy 
and  is  dripping  with  Nietzschean 
philosophy.  It  takes  a  strong  cast 
and  a  solid  director  to  raise  the 
play  above  its  flaws — fortunately, 
the  Trinity  College  Drama  Society's 
recent  production  had  both. 

First  published  in  1881,  Ghosts 
is  the  story  of  Mrs.  Helene  Alving 
(Lada  Darewych),  the  benefactress 
wife  of  the  late  Captain  Alving,  and 
her  son,  the  self-described  "prodi- 
gal son"  Oswald  (Nic  Labriola). 
When  Oswald  returns  home  from 
many  years  of  living  an  artist's 
life  abroad,  his  mother  discovers 
he  is  suffering  from  a  mysterious 
illness,  and  must  decide  whether 
to  tell  him  the  truth  about  his 
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Rating:  WW 


late  father's  debauched  life  and 
the  miserable  fagade  of  their  mar- 
riage. Throw  in  a  typical  naturalist 
"the  sins  of  the  father  are  visited 
upon  his  son"  thread,  a  few  hints 
of  incest,  and  a  past  betrayal  and 
possible  temptation  by  the  local 
pastor  (Joel  Grothe),  and  it  is  no 
wonder  the  play  was  banned  in 
England  for  over  thirty  years  after 
its  initial  release. 

First-time  director  John  David 
Wood  handled  the  risky  material 
with  subtlety  and  grace,  choosing 
to  keep  his  stage  starkly  set  with  a 
table,  a  few  chairs,  and  little  else, 
rightfully  placing  emphasis  on  the 
actors.  His  adaptation  of  the  script 
was  clear  and  almost  managed  to 
make  Ibsen  timeless;  he  thankfully 
avoided  the  tendency  many  who 
adapt  Ibsen's  works  have  of  turn- 
ing the  plays  into  soap  operas  for 
modern  audiences. 

While  certain  staging  decisions 
were  troublesome — why,  for  in- 
stance, were  the  actors  so  often 
speaking  to  each  other  from  oppo- 
site ends  of  the  stage,  with  backs 
or  sides  to  the  audience?  And  he 
would  have  been  well  served  by 
teaching  his  actors  to  plant  their 
feet  rather  than  aimlessly  wan- 
dering the  stage  during  powerful 


monologues,  but  otherwise  his  di- 
rectorial instincts  were  sound  and 
made  for  an  impressive  debut. 

It  was  the  cast,  though,  that 
made  this  production  truly 
compelling.  Lada  Darewych  was 
nothing  short  of  stunning  as  the 
long-suffering  Mrs.  Alving,  with  a 
performance  that  did  everything 
right  -  faultless  handling  of  the 
text,  emotional  resonance  worthy 
of  an  actor  twice  her  age,  and 
an  intangible  ability  to  make  the 
audience  believe  every  word  she 
uttered.  Joel  Grothe's  Pastor  Man- 
ning played  off  Darewych's  Mrs. 
Alving  with  note-perfect  timing, 
creating  tension  thick  enough  to 
cut  with  a  knife,  and,  even  more 
impressively,  managing  to  hold  it 
throughout  the  100  minutes  of  the 
production. 

Jeremy  Hutton  was  also  notewor- 
thy as  scallywag  Jacob  Engstrand, 
with  stage  presence  that  allowed 
him  to  effortlessly  steal  every  scene 
he  was  in.  As  his  daughter  Regina, 
Jenn  Hood  lacked  the  depth  and 
resonance  of  her  castmates — her 
character's  sudden  exit  near  the 
end  of  the  play  seemed  abrupt,  as 
she  failed  to  articulate  any  motiva- 
tion behind  Regina's  shock  and 
subsequent  departure. 

The  only  truly  unfortunate  thing 
about  the  TCDS'  production  of 
Ghosts  was  its  short  run — a  pro- 
duction of  this  caliber  deserved  to 
be  seen  by  many,  many  more  peo- 
ple than  the  somewhat  sparse  audi- 
ences who  did  have  the  privilege  of 
seeing  Ibsen's  play  presented  in  a 
way  few  student  theatre  groups  are 
capable  of  presenting  it.  If  student 
theatre  types  must  persist  in  their 
obsession  with  Ibsen,  my  only  wish 
is  that  all  productions  could  be  as 
good  as  this  one. 


Continued  from  previous  page 

With  a  sparse  script,  perfect  for 
this  show,  the  production  relied 
heavily  on  physical  comedy,  which 
was  delivered  with  grace  and  ease. 
Even  the  annoying  nasal  and  brassy 
clown  voices  that  were  sporadically 
heard  were  crowd-pleasing.  All  in  all, 
an  extremely  comedic  performance 
with  substance. — SH 

JANUARY  31 

wreck'd 
(compcinytheatrecrisis) 
Rating:  VWv 

Natasha  Mytnowych's  wreck'd  was  a 
dark,  magical-realist  style  tale  of  sex, 
abandonment,  and  poultry.  Framed 
with  a  meditation  on  infanticide,  the 
odd  and  disturbing  tale  of  a  small 
town  party  girl  unfolded  through  a 
series  of  flashbacks  and  absurdist 
dialogues,  while  a  mutilated  chicken 
suspended  above  the  stage  provided 
an  eerie  focal  point  for  the  disjointed 
narrative. 

The  plot  centered  on  Eli  (Michelle 
Morgan),  a  troubled  outsider  looking 
for  affection  in  the  wrong  places.  Of- 
fering sexual  favors  in  exchange  for 
homework  help,  Eli  ends  up  pregnant 
with  nobody  to  turn  to. 

Skipping  back  and  forth  between 
her  life  with  her  loser  boyfriend 
and  the  symbol-drenched  tale  of 
the  fictional  town  of  Wreck,  the  play 
delved  into  themes  of  abandonment, 
isolation,  violence,  and  the  difference 
between  love  and  sex. 


While  the  production  boasted 
snappy,  engaging  dialogue  and 
flowed  smoothly  between  scenes, 
innumerable  symbols  and  meander- 
ing, bookish  monologues  bogged 
down  the  piece,  obscuring  any 
unifying  message.  With  so  many 
bizarre  comparisons  between  chick- 
ens and  humans,  it  became  difficult 
to  discern  what  all  the  symbolism 
actually  amounted  to.  Despite  this 
occasional  lack  of  clarity,  wreck'd  is 
an  artistic  and  entertaining  work-in- 
progress. — ^TS 

La  Belle  Artiste 
(Erindcde  Dreuna  Club) 
Rating:  W 

Sketching  the  personality  of  a  histori- 
cal figure  is  never  an  easy  task,  and 
writer/actress  Erin  Frey  certainly 
deserves  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  at- 
tempting to  adapt  the  fervid  romance 
of  sculptors  Auguste  Rodin  and  Ca- 
mille  Claudel  for  the  stage.  However, 
the  result  is  a  somewhat  cartoonish 
look  at  the  lives  of  two  of  the  late  19"' 
century's  greatest  artists. 

La  Belle  Artiste  chronicles  the  story 
of  Claudel  (Erin  Frey)  and  Rodin  (Kev- 
in Dowse)  from  their  first  encounter 
as  master  and  student  to  Claudel's 
eventual  descent  into  madness  and 
untimely  demise.  An  intriguing  and 
original  aspect  of  the  play  is  the  use 
of  masked  actors  as  sculptures  who 
are  physically  manipulated  to  simu- 
late the  act  of  sculpting. 

However,  despite  the  visual 
creativity  of  the  play,  very  little 
character  development  is  evident. 


This  is  especially  true  in  the  case  of 
Rodin.  When  we  first  meet  him,  Rodin 
comes  across  as  a  bohemian  ances- 
tor of  Pepe  le  Pew,  overflowing  with 
honeyed  compliments  for  his  "sweet 
Camille". 

Unfortunately,  both  Rodin  and 
Claudel  from  suffer  the  same  consis- 
tent lack  of  depth  in  that  they  only  ap- 
pear capable  of  two  emotional  states: 
intense  passion  and  total  outrage. 
Perhaps  this  can  be  chalked  up  to  in 
infamous  'artistic  temperament',  but 
it  results  in  somewhat  stereotypical 
characters  and  often  cliched  dia- 
logue.— ^TS 

AWARDS: 

President's  Award  for  Best  Produc- 
tion: A  Preposterous  Watch 
Robert  Gill  Award  for  Best  Direction: 
Natasha  Mytnowych  for  wreck'd 
I.A.T.S.E.    Award    for  Technical 
Achievement:  Angela-Jean  Laflamme 
for  The  Atmosphere  of  Evil 
Hart  House  Theater  Award  for  Best 
Performance:  Kara  Dymond  for  Los- 
ing Berlin 

Robertson  Davies  Playwriting  Award: 
Kara  Dymond  for  Losing  Berlin 
[Awards  of  Merit] 

Direction:  Jesse  Calvert  for  Losing 
Berlin 

Cast/Crew  Ensemble  Work:  Living  Ar- 
rangements 

Best  Work  in  Progress:  Andrew  Tyler 
tor  Paul's  Gun 

Most  Challenging  Character  Portray- 
al: Efraim  Klamph  for  Broken  Moon 
Whole  Creation  Ensemble:  The  Atmo- 
sphere of  Evil 

Artistic  Achievement:  La  Belle  Artiste 
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Available  online  at  TDD.ca 
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George  Brown  College  Bookstores 
200  King  St.,  E.  and  160  Kendal  Ave. 
or  call  details 
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Dee  Kaye 

A  Mesmerizing  3  Octave  Voice 

I[1PD'I(]ES[IAI0R 

An  evening  of  song  in  the  tradition  of 
Ella  Fitzgerald  and  Joe  Williams. 
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Massage  for  the  first  time  in  -Xorth  .Wierioa. 
This  program  is  the  intcrnationally-reeogni/.ed  standard  for  Thai  Massage  training. 
The  first  full-time  program  will  ran  from  May-Nov.  2004  in  Toronto. 
For  more  information,  contact  Asian  Spa  Therapies  at: 

AS^^^PA 

THFHAPIES  !NC 

Phone:  1.866.988.3230  E-mail:  infoCS asianspatherapies.com 
.  l<t8-245  Fell  Ax  eiiue,  North  Vancouver,  BC  Canada 

WWW.  asiaiispa  therapies  .com 


Double  the  power  of  your  degree 


[  yourself  ] 


the  post-graduate  program  in  Marketing  Management 

In  just  eight  months.  Humber's  program  in  Marketing  Management  can 
turn  your  university  degree  into  an  effective  career  strategy.  You'll  leam 
wfiat  It  takes  to  impress  marketing  employers,  including  advertising, 
professional  selling,  marketing  strategy,  communications,  international 
trade,  marketing  research  and  more. 

Call  (416)  675-6622,  ext  3207,  rtj*  H  U  M  B  E  R 

or  e-mail  peter.madott@humber.ca 


The  Business  School 


WWW.  business,  humbe 
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Student  therapists  keep  the  Blues  under  wraps 


Behind  the  scenes,  dozens  of  students 
work  to  mend  and  heal  front-line 
varsity  athletes 


byMIKELYMER 


Who  forms  the  first  line  of  defence 
against  the  injuries,  illness,  and 
dehydration  that  plague  varsity 
teams?  Your  friendly  neighbour- 
hood athletic  therapist  and  student 
therapist,  that's  who.  Taping  ankles, 
filling  water  bottles  ,  and  wrapping 
groins — it's  these  kinds  of  tasks  that 
help  ensure  the  smooth  running  of  a 
varsity  sports  team.  The  proper 
execution  of  these  many  and  varied 
tasks  allows  each  and  every  Varsity 
Blue  to  perform  at  his  or  her  best. 
It  also  helps  ensure  success  for  the 
many  provincial  and  national  cham- 
pionship teams  at  U  of  T.  Despite 
all  of  this,  however,  therapists  and 
trainers  still  find  themselves  getting 
the  short  end  of  the  stick. 

Therapists  often  spend  more  time 
at  rinks,  fields,  gyms  and  pools  than 
the  athletes  themselves.  Arriving 
before  the  first  jersey  is  put  on, 
and  leaving  after  the  last  victory 
has  been  celebrated  is  the  norm 
for  these  people.  They  are  there  at 
home  games,  away  games,  and  prac- 
tices, keeping  the  team's  machine 
well-oiled. 

"Typically,  1  will  put  anywhere 
from  15  to  25  hours  a  week"  says  An- 
drea Goddard,  student  therapist  for 
the  women's  Varsity  Blues  hockey 
team,  adding  "when  you  see  a  team 
member  improve  after  your  care, 
it's  very  rewarding." 

Goddard,  along  with  many  other 
students  at  U  of  T,  adds  another 
layer  of  support  to  the  varsity  ath- 
lete. By  doing  their  placement  with 
varsity  teams,  students  in  the  Physi- 
cal Education  program  are  able  to 
gain  valuable  experience  with  elite 
athletes.  Doing  a  placement  like 
this  helps  give  students  "greater 
appreciation  for  the  field  of  athletic 
therapy,"  says  Ingrid  Skov,  a  fourth- 
year  phys-ed  student  working  with 
the  men's  hockey  team. 

"They  always  do  above  and  be- 
yond what  is  asked  of  them,"  says 
Dan  Chagnon,  head  therapist  at  the 
David  L.  Macintosh  Sport  Medicine 


Clinic.  He's  the  man  in  charge  of 
making  sure  our  athletes  receive 
the  care  they  need.  For  the  ath- 
letic therapy  placement  program, 
Chagnon  receives  upwards  of  40 
applications  from  keen  Phys-Ed 
students,  all  of  whom  are  vying  for 
only  30  spots  with  sports  teams 
at  the  university.  To  win  one  of 
these  much  coveted  placements, 
students  must  prove  themselves  in 
the  faculty's  third-year  Sports  Medi- 
cine course.  They  must  also  earn 
80  per  cent  or  higher  in  the  First 
Responder  course,  which  is  affili- 
ated with  the  Canadian  Red  Cross. 
These  stringent  requirements  help 
ensure  that  the  treatment  given  to 
the  school's  athletes  is  nothing  less 
than  top  notch. 

The  lucky  few  chosen  to  partake 
in  the  student  therapist  program 
benefit  greatly  from  being  hands- 
on,  but  also  by  receiving  guidance 
and  supervision  from  others  who 
have  more  experience  in  the  field. 
For  the  past  15  years,  U  of  T  has 
been  taking  in  students  from  the 
athletic  therapy  programs  at  both 
York  University  and  Sheridan  Col- 
lege. 

"It's  satisfying  knowing  that  you 
can  actually  help  someone,  and 
make  them  feel  better,"  says  Norm 
Hatch,  a  Sheridan  College  student 
working  with  the  men's  hockey 
team. 

These  students  use  their  experi- 
ence with  varsity  athletes  to  contin- 
ue with  their  studies,  and  eventually 
pass  the  certification  exam  allowing 
them  to  practice  athletic  therapy. 
More  than  30  students  from  outside 
institutions  apply  every  year,  mak- 
ing the  available  spots  at  U  of  T 
highly  sought  after. 

Long  hours,  substantial  commit- 
ment, and  menial  tasks  (on  top  of 
their  own  school  work),  sometimes 
make  the  job  of  the  therapist  seem 
less  than  appealing.  But  discourage- 
ment is  checked  at  the  door,  be- 
cause it's  the  love  of  the  game  and 
the  thrill  of  competition  that  spurs 
these  people  on. 


DOUG  GIBBONS 

Norm  Hatch,  a  Sheridan  college  athletic  therapy  student,  looks  out  over  Varsity  Arena.  Hatch,  who 
works  as  a  therapist  with  the  Varsity  Blues  men's  hockey  team,  is  only  one  of  many  students  who  toil 
to  support  U  of  T's  teams. 


Gender  stereotyping  in 
sport  remains  the  same 


by  AMANDA  OLSON 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Now  that  Venus  and  Serena  have 
shown  us  women  can  be  strong  and 
sexy,  and  Annika  has  teed  off  with 
the  boys  on  the  PGA  tour,  is  it  finally 
time  to  kiss  female  sport  gender  ste- 
reotypes good-bye? 

Not  quite  yet,  says  U  of  T  sociol- 
ogy professor  Dr.  Helen  Lenskyj.  In 
a  lecture  entitled  "Getting  our  gen- 
der correct:  sexuality,  femininity 
and  sport"  given  on  Feb.  2  as  part 
of  the  joint  Faculty  Seminar/Gender 
Matters  Seminar  Series,  Lenskyj 


tracked  two  decades  worth  of  his- 
tory of  media's  images  of  women 
in  sport  to  show  that,  while  some 
ground  has  been  won  in  the  battle 
over  female  gender  and  sexual- 
ity stereotyping,  "not  much,"  as  she 
said,  "has  changed." 

The  lecture  series  comes  shortly 
before  U  of  T's  formal  celebrations 
later  this  month  in  recognition  of 
the  120th  anniversary  of  women 
on  campus  as  students  as  well  as 
the  twentieth  year  marker  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  campus  Status  of 
Women  equity  office,  making  Prof. 
Lenskyj's  lecture  on  gender  stereo- 


types in  sports  a  timely  topic. 

Describing  her  talk  as  an  illustrat- 
ed enhancement  of  her  2003  book 
Out  on  the  Field:  Gender,  Sport  and 
Sexualities,  Lenskyj  focused  on  how 
the  media  perpetuates  gender  ste- 
reotypes and  had  many  examples 
on  hand  to  back  up  her  argument. 

Lenskyj  traced  the  move  in  ad- 
vertising away  from  what  she  called 
"the  classic  apologetic  female 
sports  figure"  seen  in  the  Eight- 
ies style  aerobics  queens  without 
muscles  or  hint  of  sweat,  to  more 
inclusive  representations  of  women 
in  recent  ads  such  as  the  use  of  real 


life  female  professional  football 
league  players  with  tackling  gear 
on  and  hair  messed  up.  But,  as  the 
changes  in  female  representations 
show,  ground  has  been  won  in  the 
battle  against  sexism,  but  the  war, 
Lenskyj  says,  is  far  from  being  won. 

"There's  been  some  progress — 
there's  been  some  steps  forward 
but  at  the  same  time  there's  been 
some  steps  backwards,"  she  said. 
For  the  most  part,  however,  "sport 
continues  to  entrench  gender  differ- 
ences, it  continues  to  entrench  male 
privilege."  The  status  quo  remains 
unchanged,  with  examples  found 
in  the  attractive  ice  sweeping  girls 
some  NHL  clubs  have  introduced  to 
boost  ratings,  to  the  continued  em- 
phasis on  women  athletes  as  moth- 
ers and  toenail  polish  wearers. 

And,  while  sex  continues  to  be 
used  to  sell  sports,  it's  an  exclusive 
image  of  femininity,  and  a  hetero- 


sexualized  one.  "The  'feminine'  in 
any  sport  related  context  is  a  code 
word  for  'heterosexual',"  Lenskyj 
asserted  and  told  the  audience  that, 
"[the  sports  world]  continues  to  en- 
trench what  I  call  flagging  or  threat- 
ened heterosexuality,"  referring 
to  what  she  says  is  "the  backlash 
against  progress  GLBT  [gay,  lesbian, 
bisexual,  transgender]  groups  have 
made  in  fighting  gender  stereotypes 
over  the  last  10  or  20  years." 

As  for  solutions  to  this  stall  in 
on  the  way  towards  reworking  the 
sports  world's  gender  and  sexuality 
barriers  and  stereotypes,  Lenskyj 
says  she  favours  promoting  an  "in- 
clusive" model  to  sport,  one  which 
she  says  "wouldn't  just  look  at  high 
performance  sports  [such  as  the 
Olympics]  as  the  goal.  There  would 
be  room  for  everybody,  a  range  of 
sports,  a  range  of  body  types,  a 
range  of  abilities." 


sports@thevarsjty.Ga 


U  of  T's  Warden  brings  home  World  Cup  gold 


by  REBECCA  ADDELMAN 

VABSITY  STAFF 


Star  swimmer  Liz  Warden  added 
another  trophy  to  her  already  clut- 
tered case  this  weekend  with  a  gold 
medal  win  at  the  World  Cup  in  New 
York  City.  Burning  through  the  200 
m  backstroke,  Warden  shaved  more 
than  a  full  second  off  her  previous 
best  time  and  walked  away  with 
$1500  in  prize  money.  She  also 
placed  4th  in  the  200  m  Individual 
Medley  (IM),  5th  in  the  400  m  IM, 
5th  in  the  100  m  IM,  and  8th  in  the 
100  m  backstroke. 

"It  shows  that  [Warden]  is 
continuing  to  be  on  track  in  her 
Olympic  year  preparation,"  says 
Blues  head  swimming  coach  Byron 
MacDonald.  Warden,  who  is  finish- 
ing her  final  year  of  coursework  at 
U  of  T,  is  no  longer  eligible  to  swim 
for  the  Varsity  Blues.  She  does,  how- 
ever, continue  to  train  with  the  U  of 
T  swimmers  and  MacDonald,  with 
her  sights  set  on  the  2004  Athens 
summer  Olympics. 

Former  teammate  and  alumnus 
Jen  Button  also  raced  in  New  York 
this  past  weekend,  taking  home  a 


silver  medal  in  her  200  m  butterfly 
event.  "It  was  a  great  effort  to  win 
the  [World  Cup]  medal,"  says  Mac- 
Donald, of  Button's  second-place 
finish.  Even  though  she  clocked 
her  fastest  swim  of  the  season, 
MacDonald  feels  "it  could  have  been 
better  as  she  [Button]  was  very  ill 
the  week  preceding  the  meet."  But- 
ton also  made  the  finals  in  the  50 
m  and  100  m  butterfly,  as  well  as 
swimming  a  personal  best  in  the  100 
m  freestyle. 

Tagging  along  with  Warden  and 
Button  was  Blues  rookie  Jennifer 
Porenta.  Attending  the  international 
event  exposed  the  young  swimmer 
to  some  of  the  best  athletes  in  the 
world.  "We  have  to  get  used  to  that 
level  of  competition,"  says  MacDon- 
ald, seeing  as  "these  are  the  women 
that  she  will  be  racing  for  top  hou- 
nours  in  the  near  future."  Porenta 
just  missed  qualifying  for  the  finals 
at  the  World  Cup  in  her  two  freestyle 
swims — the  100  m  and  200  m. 

While  these  three  women  hob- 
nobbed with  the  best  south  of  the 
border,  the  rest  of  the  Blues  swim 
team  blew  the  competition  out  of  the 
water  last  weekend  at  a  nearby  meet 


at  the  University  of  Waterloo.  The 
Blues  continued  to  dominate  their 
provincial  competition  in  this,  their 
last  tune-up  competition  before  the 
Feb.  13-15  Ontario  University  Asso- 
ciation (OUA)  Championships.  U  of  T 
racked  up  16  different  event  winners 
at  Waterloo,  securing  both  the  men's 
and  women's  teams  a  comfortable 
lead  in  the  provincial  point  stand- 
ings going  into  the  championships. 
Stand-out  performahces  came  from 
double  event  winners  Sarah  Bruce 
(50  free  &  200  free),  Tony  Costa  (50 
back  &  200  back),  and  Jess  Sudbury 
(100  free  &  50  butterfly).  The  Blues 
also  won  all  four  relays. 

"The  women  will  be  favoured  to 
repeat  as  OUA  Champions  in  two 
weeks,"  says  assistant  coach  Linda 
Keifer,  "while  the  men,  [who]  may 
have  a  slight  edge  on  the  other 
teams,  will  have  to  be  able  to  put 
everything  together  and  swim  very 
well  to  steal  the  championship  back 
from  McMaster  University." 

Currently,  13  women  and  six  men 
from  the  Blues  swim  team  have 
already  qualified  for  the  national 
championships  (CIS),  which  U  of  T 
is  hosting  March  5-7. 


BRIDGET  BATES 

Former  Blue  Liz  Warden  wins  gold  in  NYC  last  weekend  at  the 
FINA  swimming  World  Cup.  Warden  continues  to  train  with  the 
Blues  in  preparation  for  the  2004  Olympics. 


TO.  teams  average 
says  ESPN  poll 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Toronto's  pro  sports  teams  may  be 
stuck  in  the  middle  when  it  comes  to 
ESPN's  Ultimate  Standings,  but  the 
Raptors,  Jays  and  Leafs  are  all  head- 
ing in  different  directions. 

The  survey,  which  will  appear  in 
the  Feb.  16  issue  of  ESPN  The  Maga- 
zine, includes  the  input  of  31,000 
fans,  who  gauged  their  favourite 
teams  on  criteria  such  as  affordabil- 
ity  of  attending  games,  player  effort, 
championships,  and  "Bang  for  the 
Buck,"  where  team  revenue  is  divid- 
ed by  the  number  of  wins  a  franchise 
had  in  the  past  three  years. 

Surprisingly,  the  Blue  Jays  were 
the  highest-ranking  Toronto  team 
at  47,  with  the  Raptors  at  50  and 
the  Maple  Leafs  near  the  bottom  at 
88,  out  of  121  franchises.  The  CFL 
Toronto  Argonauts  were  not  part  of 
the  survey. 

The  number  one  team  in  this 
year's  rankings  was  the  NBAs  San 
Antonio  Spurs,  and  the  lowest  rank- 
ing team  was  the  NHL's  Chicago 
Blackhawks.  The  highest-ranking 
Canadian  team  was  the  Edmonton 
Oilers  (8),  followed  closely  by  the 
Ottawa  Senators  (10). 

The  Blue  Jays,  who  finished  15 
games  out  of  first  place  in  the  AL 
East  division,  made  the  biggest 
jump  among  T.O.  teams,  going  from 
69"'  in  2003  to  their  current  spot  at 
47.  According  to  the  survey,  beer  is 
still  cheap  at  games,  management 
offer  a  lot  of  ticket  discounts  (such 
as  two  dollar  ticket  Tuesdays),  and 


the  young  team  assembled  by  Gen- 
eral Manager  J. P.  Ricciardi  provide  a 
fun  product  on  the  field. 

As  for  the  Raptors,  their  status 
remained  relatively  static,  climbing 
from  54"'  position  last  year  up  to  50 
this  year.  The  unloading  of  Antonio 
Davis  and  Jerome  Williams'  un- 
sightly salaries,  the  ascendancy  of 
rookie  Chris  Bosh  and  the  fifth-best 
attendance  in  the  NBA  are  all  cited 
as  positives  for  the  inconsistent 
Raptors,  who  are  still  in  the  playoff 
hunt  thanks  to  a  weak  Eastern  Con- 
ference. 

As  always,  the  vaunted  Maple 
Leafs  receive  the  brunt  of  bad  tid- 
ings from  both  their  fans  and  their 
detractors.  Despite  the  team's 
history  of  excellence,  the  current 
36-year  Stanley  Cup  drought  drops 
the  club's  championship  rating  to 
95"'  overall,  and  affordability  at  the 
Air  Canada  Centre  is  a  putrid  118"', 
eclipsed  only  by  the  Blackhawks, 
New  York  Knicks  and  Boston  Red 
Sox.  The  Leafs  dropped  23  spots 
from  last  year's  survey,  from  65  to 
88. 

Among  the  ranking's  more  inter- 
esting findings  were  that  small-mar- 
ket teams  are  not  necessarily  disad- 
vantaged when  it  comes  to  success. 
Teams  from  Ottawa,  Edmonton  and 
Kansas  City  (the  NFL's  Chiefs)  all 
ranked  in  the  top  10,  while  behe- 
moths from  major  markets  such  as 
Chicago  and  Washington  (the  NHL's 
Capitals)  were  in  the  basement. 
Shockingly,  New  York  had  three 
teams  in  the  bottom  10 — the  Knicks, 
Rangers  and  Mets. 


Summer  Camp  Jobs  in  the  U.S.A. 

Lakeside  Residential  Girls  Camp  in  Maine  -  Visas  Arranged 

Counselors:  Combined  childcare/teaching.  Must  be  able  to  teach  or  lead  one  or  more 
of  the  following  activities:  gymnastics,  tennis,  swim,  sail,  canoe,  water  ski,  arts 
(including  stained  glass,  sewing,  jewelry,  wood,  photo),  dance,  music,  theatre,  archery, 
wilderness  trips,  field  sports,  equestrian. 

Service  Workers:  including  openings  for  kitchen,  laundry,  housekeeping,  secretaries, 
maintenance  &  grounds,  and  kitchen  supervisor. 

Non-smokers.  June  i8  to  August  25.  Attractive  salary  (US)  plus  travel  allowance. 
To  Apply:  Applications  and  photo  gallery  are  available  on  our  website: 
www.kippewa.com  or  contact  us  at  the  numbers  listed  below  for  a  staff 
brochure. 

KIppewa,  Box  340,  Westwood,  Massachusetts,  02090-0340,  U.S.A. 
tel:  781-762-8291  I  fax:  781-255-7167 


SPERM  DONORS  NEEOED 

Looking  for  men  between  the  ages  of 

18-  38  to  participate  in  a  sperm  donor 
program  that  pays  up  to  $190  weekly. 
Call  XYTEX  at  416-924-3021. 

KID'S  CAMP 

Near  Montreal  hiring  staff  for  Water- 
ski,  High-Ropers/Climbing  Walls, 
Drama  Director,  Golf,  Kayak,  Sail, 
Canoe,  Windsurf,  Swim,  Basketball, 
Tennis,  Soccer,  Baseball,  Pottery, 
Arts&Crafts,  Beadmaking,  Photo,  Archery, 
Gymnastics,  www.pripsteinscamp.com 
email  CV  to:  CAMP@BELLNET.CA 

MYSTERY  SHOPPERS 

Urgently  wanted.  Fun  &  perfect  for 
student.  Flexible  hours,  excellent  pay, 
PT/FT.  FREE:  Dining,  shopping,  movie, 
video,  travel  &  merchandise.  Call  416- 
202-8844  ext.  8 

CAMP  COUNSELORS  WANTED 

For  private  Michigan  boys/gilrs  camps. 
Teach!  Swimming,  canoeing,  skiing,  sail- 
ing, sports,  computers,  tennis,  archery, 
riding,  crafts,  climbing,  golf,  guitar  & 
more!  Office  maintenance  jobs  too. 
Salary  $1750  on  up  plus  room/bd.  Apply 
online  www.greenwoodscamp.com,  or 
call  888-459-2492. 

SYSTEM  SOUNDBAR 

Is  building  a  team  of  energetic  women 

19-  25  years  old  who  are  into  hip-hop  & 
R&B.  You  must  be  outgoing,  charismatic 
and  posses  your  own  sense  of  style. 
Experience  is  not  necessary,  personality 
is.  Interviews  will  be  held  on  Tues.  Feb 
17th  @  117  Peter  St.  between  7-9pm. 


LARGE  BEACH  DUPLEX  ON  AN 
AMAZING  STREET 

Stunning  2  storey,  2  bedrooms,  2  modern 
baths,  fireplace,  skylights,  &  free  top 
deck.  $1,800  plus  utilities.  Available  mid 
April.  Call  416-690-5100  Dianne  Chaput. 


Classifieds 


FURNISHED  BACHELOR  APARTMENT 

$700.00/month  (including  utilities) 
-  Private-Kitchen,  bedroom,  bathroom. 
Space  available  May  1/2004,  Palmerston 
Boulevard  at  the  Bloor  Subway.  Parking, 
laundry,  no  pets,  non-smoker,  separate 
entrance.  Reliable  -  references  are 
needed.  Ideal  for  a  student.  Please 
telephone  (416)  531-5673  (please  leave 
a  message). 

SINGLE  ROOM  ACCOMMODATIONS 
AVAILABLE 

Close  to  corner  of  University  and  Elm. 
Tours  are  available.  Floors  are  accompa- 
nied by  laundry  facilities,  kitchenettes, 
and  full  bathrooms.  Please  call  Martin 
at  416-595-9810. 


SAJEENA 

A  night  of  music  in  support  of  Palestin- 
ian child  prisoners  featuring  music  from 
the  Arab  and  Aboriginal  communities 
of  Toronto.  Thursday  Feb  5th,  7:30  p.m. 
MacLeod  Auditorium,  Medical  Science 
Building.  1  King's  College  Circle.  $5 
entrance. 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/hall  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr. 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  +. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  1  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day. 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies.  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240.  Email: 
customessay@bellnet.ca 


COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C,  C-1-1-,  VB  and  Data  Structures. 
Tutoring,  Exam  Review,  Programming 
Lessons.  Ed  416-785-5115  students 
@cstutoring.com 

GET  HELP  NOW 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  133,135,136. 235,  CHM  138, 139, 
247,  PHYS  110,  STATS  221,  ECO  220.  Past 
tests  and  exams  with  solutions  available 
for  practice  (416)  785-8 


THOROUGH,  FAST  EDITING 

Of  theses,  term  papers,  applications. 
Expertise  in  human  rights,  worid  busi- 
ness, English  literature.  Resume  avail- 
able upon  request.  Call  V.  Smith,  (416) 
690-2576. 

ESSAY  EDITING 

Professional  writer/editor  edits  and 
proofreads  essays,  letters,  graduate 
applications,  CVs,  etc.  Reasonable  rates, 
fast  turnaround.  Interactive  or  by  e-mail. 
Pay  Pal  accepted.  Eari  Miller  (416)  566- 
7149. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue -Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 
issue-Monday  noon.  Enquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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Beautiful  Southwest  Location 


Lovelace  Sandia  is  located  in  New  Mexico's  largest  city,  Albuquerque,  and  is 
surrounded  by  the  Sandia  and  Manzano  mountain  ranges.  Albuquerque  is  a  university 
town  of  750,000,  where  the  sun  shines  365  days  of  the  year.  Outdoor  enthusiasts  will 
appreciate  being  thirty  minutes  from  Sandia  Peak  for  skiing  and  snowboarding. 
Hiking  and  biking  trails  also  abound.  Albuquerque  is  fifty  miles  from  historic  Santa  Fe 
with  its  rich  culture,  museums  and  art  galleries. 

Please  join  us  at  the  Marskell  Job  Fair 
February  7th  &  8th 
Sheraton  Centre  Hotel  Toronto  •  Booth  #28 

We  have  opportunities  available  for  Registered  Nurses  System  Wide.  If  you  are  unable 
to  attend,  please  forward  your  resume  to:  Human  Resources  Department,  1258  Ortiz 
Drive  S.E.,  Albuquerque,  NM  87108;  E-mail:  nurserecruiter@lovelacesandia.com 


lovelacesandia.com 


I-IF.AI.TJ I  SVS  VEM 

Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Albuquerque  Regional  Medical  Center  •  Lovelace  Medical  Center 
Northeast  Heights  Medical  Center  •  Rehabilitation  Jlospital  of  NM  •  West  Mesa  Medical  Center 


mi  mi  TAX  CLINIC^ 

Interested  in  volunteering? 
Want  to  help  other  U  of  T  students? 
Looking  for  a  resume  booster? 

FRff  iN(oHe  tax  ami 

All  training  is  provided!  Volunteers  should  register  ASAP! 

F0[\  fp^[  lHFoi\f1/lTlori 

[f  you  are  a  UTM  student  contact:  vputm@sac.utoronto. 


and  you  are  a  St.  George  or  UTSC  student  contact: 
vpoperations@sac.utoronto.ca 
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Guilty  until 

proven 

innocent? 

Debate  over  controversial plagiarism 
program  reaches  UofT 


The  air  up  there 


byBRONWYN  KIENAPPLE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Cheating  used  to  be  easy,  but  it's 
getting  a  lot  tougher  with  the  use 
of  Turnitin.com,  a  Web  site  de- 
signed to  catch  plagiarists. 

U  of  T  uses  the  site  for  over  300 
of  its  courses.  Students  submit 
their  papers  to  the  service  which 
are  checked  against  a  database  of 
previously  submitted  essays,  the 
Internet  and  online  journals. 

Students  across  Canada  have 
condemned  Turnitin  for  making 
them  feel  like  criminals.  The  Uni- 
versity of  Saskatchewan  refuses 
to  use  Turnitin  on  the  basis  that 
it  creates  an  atmosphere  of  mis- 
trust. 

One  McGill  student  even  fought 
back.  When  Jesse  Rosenfeld  re- 
fused to  pass  in  his  essay,  he  was 
given  a  failing  grade.  Rosenfeld 
protested  having  to  prove  him- 
self before  his  prof  even  looked 
at  his  paper.  He  took  his  case  to 
the  university's  senate  committee 
and  won. 

Pam  Gravestock,  the  assistant 
director  at  the  Office  of  Teach- 
ing Advancement,  sees  it  more 
as  prevention  than  as  an  accusa- 
tion. "In  many  ways,  the  use  of 


Turnitin  can  be  compared  to  the 
use  of  metal  detectors  at  airports 
-  it  is  something  that  is  done  for 
the  good  of  everyone." 

McGill  staff  agree.  "1  think  it  is 
a  red  herring  to  claim  that  ask- 
ing students  to  submit  papers  to 
Turnitin.com  implies  presumed 
guilt,"  said  Morton  J.  Mendelson, 
associate  dean  at  the  Faculty  of 
Science.  "I  also  don't  think  that 
having  invigilators  present  dur- 
ing an  exam  implies  presumed 
guilt." 

Concern  over  copyright  also 
has  students  up  in  arms.  Under 
the  Copyright  Act,  copyrighted 
material,  like  an  essay,  may  be 
used  for  academic  or  research 
purposes.  Turnitin,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  a  for-profit  service. 

Turnitin  claims  that  by  attend- 
ing university,  students  implicitly 
consent  to  have  their  work  evalu- 
ated for  authenticity. 

Legal  counsel  to  Ryerson's  stu- 
dent committee  refutes  that  state- 
ment. "...[It's]  obviously  not  the 
case  where  students  do  not  know 
about  and/or  understand  those 
procedures,  or  the  procedures 
themselves  are  improper."  The 

See.  CHE  AT  on  4 


Marc  Garneau,  the  first  Canadian  to  reach  space  and  the  current  president  of  the  Canadian 
Space  Agency,  speaks  at  the  Medical  Sciences  Building  about  Canada's  contributions  to  the  space 
program  and  our  possible  future  on  Mars. 


Father  knows  best  for 
U  of  T  group 


by  NAOMI  FANCE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Nouman  Ashraf  <    i      T's  father's  group. 


Fathers  at  U  of  T  may  be  pleased 
to  know  that  there  is  a  group 
dedicated  to  them  on  campus,  a 
place  that  they  can  share  their 
experiences  and  get  some  advice 
from  other  parents.  "There  is  no 
training  for  fatherhood  in  our  so- 
ciety," says  the  group's  founder 
Nouman  Ashraf,  "and  we  are  try- 
ing to  provide  that." 

The  father's  group  meets  once 
a  month  in  a  conference  room  at 
the  Koffler  Student  Centre.  Activ- 
ities vary  and  can  include  lunch, 


1M 


Good  hair 
day 


thematic  discussions  or  guest 
speakers.  The  point  of  the  group 
is  for  the  men  to  share  their  sto- 
ries and  ideas  about  fathering. 

Ashraf  wants  to  stress  that 
the  group  is  a  neutral,  non-judg- 
mental and  non-binding  environ- 
ment where  all  are  welcome.  The 
fathers  that  attend  are  faculty 
members,  staff  and  full  or  part- 
time  students.  Some  fathers-to- 
be  also  come  to  learn  about  the 
experiences  that  fathering  will 
have  in  store  for  them  and  to 
gain  insight  into  the  challenges 
that  they  will  face. 

Belonging  to  the  U  of  T  commu- 


A  little 
faith 


nity  and  being  fathers  gives  the 
attendees  a  common  ground  to 
meet  the  sometimes  overwhelm- 
ing challenges  of  fatherhood. 
"There  is  that  common  thread 
of  how  do  you  balance  it  all  and 
how  do  you  find  the  time  for  it 
all  with  parenting  regardless  of 
whether  we  are  faculty,  staff  or 
students." 

The  rewards  of  the  group  are 
many.  Ashraf  comments  that 
some  of  the  fathers  have  been 
coming  to  meetings  since  it 
began  and  he  has  been  hearing 

See  D  I DS  on  page  2 


Swim 
sweep 


2    Thursday,  February  12, 2004 


UW  SCHOOL  PREPARATION  SEMINAR 


News 


news@thevarsity.ca 


Feb  21^*  (Sat) 

Registration  Deadline 
February  20'" 


10:00am~  1:00pm  (3  hours) 

l:00on~l:30pm  (break) 
l:30pm~4:30pm  (3  hours) 


$150 


1.  Includes  workshop  on  note  taking  and  case  briefing 

2.  Learn  how  to  write  a  first  class  law  exam 

3.  Complete  set  of  first  year  law  study  notes  provided  FREE 

McKinsey  International  College 

433  Yonge  St.  2nd  Floor,  Toronto  Ontario  MSB  1T3 
Phone:  (416)  949-3842,  Fax:  (416)  977-9801 
email:  lsat@micollege.ca  www.micollege.ca 


Sun  t  Your  Ciiieer  in  the  Booming  !Sp:i  Inchistry  and  Coiiipleuiuntary  Ilealtli  Field 

Become  a  Thai  Massage  Professional 

Thai  Massage  is  onu  ot  the  workl's  oldest  and  most  revered  healing  arts. 

Thai  Massage  Professionals  are  in  demand  in  spas  and  heakh  clinies  around  the  world. 

Asian  Spa  Therapies  of  \'ancou\'er.  British  0)lumbia.  has  joined  forces  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  Thailand  to  offer  an  8()0-ltour  Trainhij;  Program  in  Thai 
Massage  for  the  first  time  in  North  America. 

This  program  is  the  inteniationally-recofjnized  standard  for  Thai  Massage  training. 

The  first  full-time  program  will  run  from  May-Nov.  2004  in  Toronto. 

For  more  inlormatioa,  eontaet  Asian  Spa  Therapies  at; 


AsiAN  Spa 

THERAPIES  !NC 

Phone:  l.vS66. 988. 3230  E-mail:  info@asianspatherapies.com 
108-245  Fell  Avenue,  North  N'ancouver.  BC  Canada 

WA\^\ .  asi  aiispatherapi  e  s .  com 


Double  the  power  of  your  degree 


Mi 


oad  to  Success  i 
in  bits  and  byte 


the  postgraduate  certificate  in  e-Business 

Your  university  degree  was  the  first  part  of  the  journey;  Humber  is 
the  next.  In  just  one  year,  our  new  leading-edge  program  can  launch 
you  into  the  wired  world  of  e-Business.  You'll  cover  everything  from 
e-marketing  and  branding  to  electronic  commerce,  and  more. 
Call  (416)  675-6622,  ext  3337, 

or  e-mail  edmund.baumann@humber.ca        fjl  HUMBER 

The  Business  School 


bus/ness./iumberc.on.ca 


For  U  of  T 
Students  Only- 
Haircut  &  Style  $35 

with  selected  stylists 

(With  Master  Stylists 
Olga  or  Rory  $50... 
regularly  $90) 

Any  Sunday,  IVIonday 
or  Tuesday 


324-9008 

112-114  Cumberland  St. 
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Food  bank  gets  students  off 
the  macaroni  and  cheese  diet 


byFEONCHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Valentine's  Day  is  just  around  the 
corner  and  for  those  who  are  still 
looking  for  the  perfect  man,  the  U 
of  T  food  and  clothing  bank  offers 
a  solution — Mr.  Potato  Head.  Why 
is  Mr.  Potato  Head  the  perfect  man? 
He's  tan,  he's  cute,  and  if  he  looks  at 
another  vk^oman,  you  can  rearrange 
his  face.  ' 

All  jokes  aside,  the  U  of  T  food  bank 
is  hosting  its  first  Valentine  Fund- 
raiser today  on  Thursday  February 
12  at  the  International  Student  Centre 
located  at  33  St.  George  Street.  Doors 
will  open  at  5  pm  and  music  will  be- 
gin at  6  pm  with  performances  by 
the  band  Call  The  Cops.  There  will 
be  food,  a  cash  bar  and  a  50/50  draw. 
Tickets  are  $5  for  students  and  $10 
for  non-students.  All  proceeds  go  to 
support  the  U  of  T  food  and  clothing 
bank  here  on  campus. 

But  how  many  students  have 
even  heard  of  the  U  of  T  food  and 
clothing  bank?  Maybe  not  enough. 
Out  of  15  random  people  surveyed, 
only  2  knew  of  its  existence  and  the 
rest  re-buried  their  heads  into  their 
textbooks  or  hurried  past  to  their 
next  lectures. 

In  fact,  the  U  of  T  food  bank  is 
anything  but  boring.  The  food  bank 
has  done  some  great  events  since 
it  first  established  in  early  1990s. 
The  once  small  and  rather  isolated 
group  has  now  slowly  evolved  into 
a  solid  organization  with  numerous 
partnerships. 

Terri  Nikolaevsky,  Director  of 
Student  Services  at  the  Students  Ad- 
ministrative Council  (SAC)  explains, 
"We  are  trying  to  build  even  more 
partnerships  around  campus  and  to 
do  some  more  outreach  and  [raise] 
awareness  that  the  U  of  T  food  and 
clothing  bank  exists.  So  that's  our 
next  plan... and  we  are  trying  to  put 
partnerships  in  place  that  will  con- 
tinue on  from  year  to  year." 

One  very  successful  partnership 
took  place  in  December  of  last  year 
with  Alumnus  Jason  Murphy  and 
his  committee.  The  event  was  called 
"A  Christmas  Carol"  and  it  was  the 
second  annual  reading  of  Charles 
Dickens'  holiday  classic.  "A  Christ- 
mas Carol"  attracted  more  than  400 
students,  faculty  and  staff  and  raised 
more  than  $8,000  for  the  food  bank. 

As  well,  the  food  bank  distributed 
100  turkeys  this  past  year.  "We've 
done  that  annually  for  the  past  few 
years.  With  the  money  we  raised. 


ULYWONG 

Terri  Nikolaevsky  of  the  U  of  T  food  bank  talks  with  student  Ben 
Rudzyn. 


we  were  able  to  purchase  turkeys 
and  give  them  out.  We  were  able  to 
do  that  twice  this  year,  once  during 
Thanksgiving  and  also  once  during 
Christmas.  It  was  very  well  received 
and  we  wouldn't  have  been  able  to  do 
that  without  our  partnerships,"  says 
Nikolaevsky. 

The  food  bank  has  also  been  very 
innovative.  Last  January,  it  gave  out 
90  payless  shoe  vouchers  valued  at 
$25  each  to  its  food  bank  users.  And 
in  preparation  for  spring,  the  food 
bank  organized  a  Spring  Cleaning 
Day  in  March. 

"The  Spring  Cleaning  Day  was  a 
specialty  day  where  we  switched  it 
up  and  gave  out  household  cleaning 
products  that  people  wouldn't  nor- 
mally see  from  the  food  bank,"  adds 
Nikolaevsky. 

Recently  the  U  of  T  food  bank  held 
a  cooking  demonstration  to  teach 
students  how  to  cook  on  a  budget. 

"We  organized  a  cooking  on  a 
budget  demonstration  at  the  food 
bank  in  January  and  we  had  Nouman 
Ashraf,  formerly  from  the  Family 
Care  Office  and  now  Student  Affairs, 


WWW- 


"Because  Practice  Without  Approach  is  Hazardous." 

For  a  legal  problem  you  want  a  lawyer. 
For  an  LSAT  book  you  want  the  finest  author. 
For  an  LSAT  PREP  Course  you  want  the  finest  teacher. 
Only  prep.com  offers  all  three! 

This  spring  and  summer  John  Richardson,  BA.,  LLB,  J.D.  author  of 
Mastering  the  LSAT  and  Law  School  Bound  will  for  the  23'" 
consecutive  year  PERSONALLY  teach  his  LIVE  program  on  the  U  of  T 
campus.  The  Mastering  The  LSAT  program  begins  May  8  and  May  15. 
Weekend  Prep  starts  May  8,  May  15,  May  29  &  June  4. 


To  suscribe  to  the  Law  School  Bound 
email  newsletter,  email:  lawnews@prep.com 


^  GMAT  -  MCAT  -  GRE 

(416)  410-PREP  ■  learn@prep.com  ■  www.prep.com 


to  come  out  and  do  the  demonstra- 
tion. It's  a  hands-on  demonstration 
to  show  students  how  to  make  things 
affordably  at  home  instead  of  going 
out  and  buying  your  meals.  They 
are  simple  recipes  you  can  make  at 
home,  feeds  four  to  five  people  and 
lasts  in  the  fridge. .  .and  saves  money 
in  the  process,"  says  Nikolaevsky. 

A  similar  initiative,  called  Commu- 
nity Kitchens,  is  also  available  at  Hart 
House  every  month.  Students  can 
learn  to  cook  healthy  and  fulfilling 
meals  with  the  help  of  a  Hart  House 
chef  and  even  get  to  take  home  the 
leftovers  from  the  cooking  session. 

The  U  of  T  food  and  clothing  bank 
distributes  food  every  Friday  from 
noon  to  3  pm  and  is  located  in  New 
College  in  the  basement  of  Wetmore 
Hall,  room  50. 

"The  whole  experience  [working  at 
food  bank]  is  very  gratifying. .  .we  are 
helping  students,  so  it's  like  students 
helping  students  and  watching  that 
dynamic  happen  is  just  great.  When 
everything  comes  together  and 
knowing  that  we're  helping  students, 
it's  great,"  concludes  Nikolaevsky. 

/^  4Z>.V»  Continued  from  page  I 

about  these  children  as  they 
have  grown.  "We  feel  that  we 
know  each  others  families."  As 
fathers  return  to  the  group  and 
share  their  stories,  they  get  to 
see  the  results  of  the  work  that 
they  do.  "It's  so  gratifying  to  find 
out  that  my  experience  is  shared 
and  that  your  advice  meant 
something,"  said  Ashraf. 

The  group  is  Ashraf's  own  baby, 
so  to  speak,  one  that  he  started 
while  working  at  the  family  care 
office  because  it  was  some  thing 
that  he  had  always  been  inter- 
ested in  doing.  He  himself  is  the 
father  of  three  daughters. 

Ashraf  looks  forward  to  greet- 
ing new  members.  "I  would  want 
people  to  feel  comfortable  and 
not  judged."  The  group's  next 
meeting  is  Thursday  Feb.  19  be- 
tween noon  and  one  at  the  office 
of  student  affairs. 
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TB  scare  hits  University 
of  New  Brunswick 


by  SEAN  PATRICK  SULLIVAN 

ATLANTIC  BUREAU 


FREDERICTON  (CUP)  —  Hundreds  of  Uni- 
versity of  New  Brunswick  students  will 
soon  find  themselves  on  the  receiving 
end  of  a  needle  as  public  health  officials 
expand  their  investigation  into  a  case  of 
active  tuberculosis  on  campus. 

Aresidencestudent  has  been  in  isolation  for 
several  weeks  after  developing  the  disease. 
All  students  who  shared  a  class  with  "the 
case" — including  several  large  first-  and 
second-year  courses — will  be  tested  for 
tuberculosis  (TB)  in  the  coming  weeks. 

As  of  Friday,  89  people  associated  with 
the  student,  including  all  in  his  residence, 
had  been  tested  for  TB.  Thirteen  came  up 
positive  for  infection. 

The  chief  medical  officer  for  the 
region.  Dr.  Scott  Giffin,  insists  there 
is  no  ongoing  risk  to  the  public. 
"There's  only  one  person  who  has  active 
tuberculosis — that  is  what  we  call  'the 
case,'"  he  told  Canadian  University  Press. 
"That  person,  prior  to  treatment,  was  ca- 
pable of  transmitting  the  disease  to  others. 
Nobody  else  is  capable  of  transmitting  the 
disease." 

On  campus,  reaction  to  the  news 
has  been  muted,  mostly  because  the 
investigation  has  been  kept  quiet. 
Students  living  in  the  case's  residence 
think  that's  the  way  it  should  be.  They  say 
it's  best  to  let  the  whole  thing  blow  over, 
and  stressed  that  neither  the  student's 
name  or  residence  should  be  made  public. 

"We  don't  want  to  be  blacklisted  by  the 
rest  of  the  school,"  explained  one  student, 


who  did  not  want  to  be  identified.  "The  guy 
who  has  it  has  been  in  isolation.  Aside  from 
that:  whatever.  Nobody's  too  concerned 
about  it." 

Michel  Ouelette,  Director  of  Residential 
Life  and  Conference  Services,  agreed. 
"Even  with  the  initial  news,  the  students 
were  way  more  concerned  about  the  stu- 
dent who  was  in  isolation  than  themselves," 
he  said,  adding  that  TB  doesn't  carry  the 
same  stigma  it  did  30  years  ago. 

Dr.  Giffin  said  testing  will  likely  last 
until  the  end  of  the  semester,  and 
that  the  only  thing  unusual  about 
this  investigation  is  its  magnitude. 
"We  have  to  find  out  what  classes  the  case 
attended,  then  we  assume  that  everybody 
else  in  that  class  attended.  They  would  be 
tested,"  said  Dr.  Giffin. 

For  the  test,  a  TB-associated 
protein  is  injected  into  the  skin. 
"If  your  immune  system  reacts  against  it, 
that  produces  a  red  wheel  on  the  skin," 
explained  Dr.  Giffin.  "That  indicates  your 
body  recognizes  the  TB  ...  which  means 
you  do  have  that  in  your  lung." 

it  takes  48  to  72  hours  for  the  results  of 
the  skin  test.  Those  who  test  positive  for 
TB  bacteria  are  given  antibiotics  for  treat- 
ment. 

Bacteria  that  cause  the  TB  disease  can 
travel  through  the  air  and  can  lodge  in  the 
lungs.  It  stays  dormant,  noninfectious,  and 
shows  no  sign  of  disease. 

In  10  to  15  per  cent  of  people  it  will  germi- 
nate and  turn  into  active  TB  at  some  point 
in  their  life. 

On  average,  10  cases  of  TB  are  reported 
in  the  province  each  year. 
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SUMMER  EMPLOYMENT  IN  RESEARCH 

BANTING  &  BEST  DEPARTMENT  OF  MEDICAL  RESEARCH 
(http://www.utoronto.ca/bandb) 

For  Arts  and  Science  students  who  have  completed  at  least  two 
years  towards  a  B.Sc.  degree,  with  a  B+  average.  Preference  will 
be  given  to  3"*  year  students  interested  in  a  research  career. 
Students  will  participate  in  theoretical  and  investigative  aspects  of  basic  research. 
Apply  by  letter  before  February  27, 2004.  Include  resume,  transcripts  and  names  of 
two  professors  for  references. 

Send  application  to:  Professor  C.-H.  Siu,  C.H.  Best  Institute,  University 
of  Toronto,  112  College  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario  MSG  1L6 


FELLOWSHIP  IN  ADVANCEMENT 
at 
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COMMLTVICATIONS 
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Are  you  interested  in  helping  the  University  of  Toronto  rank  among  the  leading  international  public  research 
and  teaching  universities? 

If  so,  consider  the  field  of  Advancement.  Advancement  is  the  temi  used  to  describe  the  activities  of  fundraising. 
alumni  and  public  relations,  among  others,  that  help  to  harness  the  financial  and  human  resources  required  to  advance 
the  goals  of  the  University. 

During  this  12  month  internship,  one  successfnl  candidate  will  receive  exposure  to  all  aspects  of  university 
Advancement  functions  through  specific  program  assignments,  job  shadowing  and  mentoring,  extensive  professional 
development  opportunities,  on-campus  work  placements,  and  visits  to  other  Canadian  universities. 

The  12  month  internship  will  begin  September  2004.  The  fellow  will  receive  a  monthly  stipend  of  $2800  and,  based  on 
successful  performance,  the  possibility  of  longer  term  employment. 

Application  deadline:  Friday,  February  27,  2004 
To  download  the  application  visit: 
vvww.alumni.utoronto.ca/'stavconnected/'career.htm 

Paper  copies  of  the  application  fonn  are  available  at  the  front  desk: 

J.  Robert  S.  Prichard  Building 
21  King's  College  Circle 
between  9:00am  -  5:00pm 
or  contact  Sharon  Brumer  at 

(416)946-8371  or 
Sharon. brumer(i:7)utoronto.ca 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Empatfiic  Help  with  your  Personal  Concerns 
Moderate  Fees  •  Day/Evening/Weekend  Appointments 
ROGER  SPALDING,  M  A.  STB. 

204  ST.  GEORGE  STREET 

416.323.3425 
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Mini-Subscription  Package 

FACULTY  OF  MUSIC  CHAMBER  MUSIC  SERIES 

Enjoy  three  great  chamber  music  concerts  for 
the  price  of  two\  Special  package  price  only 
$42  adults,  $22  seniors/students. 


St.  Lawrence  String 
Quartet 

Monday,  March  1,  2004.  7  pm.  Walter  Hall 

The  )iuio  award-winning  ensemble  performs  the 
world  premiere  of  Mark  Applcbaum's  20  foe  stiing 
quarter,  and  nmsic  of  Samuel  B-<irber  &  Felix 
Mendelssohn. 


Sensational  Six  

Monday,  March  15,  2004.  7  pm.  Walter  Hall 

Miirk  Fewer,  Erika  Rauni,  Douglas  McNabney,  Scott 
St.  John,  Roman  Borys,  Simon  Fryer  collaborate  in 
an  evening  of  sextets  by  Beethoven,  Korngold  & 
i5r.ihms. 


Eastman  Brass  Quintet^ 

Monday,  March  29,  2004.  7  pm.  Walter  Hall 

The  acclaimed  American  brass  quintet  pcrfomis 
masie  by  WilU.un  Wallond,  Verne  Reynolds, 
Mendelssohn  and  Enrique  Crespo 

'The  Eastman  Brass  Quintet  replaces  Trio  Caens- 
Cazakt-Becquct  as  the  2004  Wilma  and  Clifford 
Smith  Visitors  in  Music 


TO  SUBSCRIBE,  VISIT  THE  FACULTY  BOX  OFFICE 
IN  THE  EDWARi:>  JOHNSON  BUILDING  OR  CALL 

416-978-3744 


Down  to  the  roots 


Gershelle  Shaqq  styles  Lucy  Hamlet's  hair  during  Black  History  Month  festivities  at  Hart  House 
on  Wednesday.  The  decadent  'do's  were  part  of  a  $5  Caribbean  lunch  organized  by  Caribbean 
Connections  and  Hart  House.  The  event  also  featured  music  and  folk  dancing. 


CHE  A  T^>  Continued  from  page  I 

article  states  that  although  Tur- 
nitin  might  hold  up  in  the  US,  it 
is  unclear  whether  it's  legit  under 
Canadian  law. 

U  of  T  students  are  not  obligat- 
ed to  use  Turnitin.  Objectors  may 
hand  in  a  hard  copy  along  with 
their  rough  work  if  desired. 

Gravestock  protests  that  she's 
only  received  positive  feedback. 
Most  students  have  told  her  that 
the  service  helps  to  even  out  the 


playing  field. 

The  Students'  Administrative 
Council  (SAC)  isn't  convinced, 
however.  "We're  not  sure  how  to 
approach  it  [Turnitin.com],  in 
helping  students  who  don't  want 
to  submit  to  the  service,"  said 
Leigh  Honeywell,  SAC's  Academic 
Commissioner.  Honeywell  per- 
sonally feels  the  service  is  just  a 
substitute  for  hiring  more  teach- 
ing assistants. 

At  least  Turnitin  won't  hurt 
local  business.  Essay  Experts,  a 


service  that  will  write  your  paper 
for  you,  doesn't  see  it  as  competi- 
tion. "The  premise  of  Turnitin  is 
to  stop  copying  from  the  Inter- 
net," said  owner  Marcelo  Vilanez. 
"I  don't  see  it  as  stopping  us.  I'm 
not  helping  students  to  cheat." 
The  company  writes  only  original 
essays,  which  are  supposed  to 
serve  as  a  model,  not  the  finished 
product,  for  its  customers. 

SAC  was  to  discuss  Turnitin's 
use  at  U  of  T  at  a  town  hall  meet- 
ing last  night. 
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PHOTO  COURTESY  Of  SAFIYYAH  ALLY 


Dialogue  restores  faith 


by  SAFIYYAH  ALLY  

I  was  slowly  becoming  disillusioned 
over  the  past  few  years.  The  Israeli- 
Palestinian  conflict  seemed  intrac- 
table. Muslims,  Arabs  and  Jews  on 
several  university  campuses  were 
struggling  against  each  other.  Ral- 
lies, protests,  name-calling,  and 
fistfights  characterized  the  results 
when  these  groups  collided.  My 
feeble  attempts  to  reason  with  oth- 
ers seemed  to  go  nowhere.  1  was 
becoming  very  cynical,  and  quite 
frustrated  with  all  the  parties  in- 
volved. I  saw  very  little  hope. 
But  1  was  wrong. 

On  January  25th,  I  regained  the 
hope  and  optimism  that  1  thought 
was  lost  forever.  The  Muslim-Arab- 
Jewish  dialogue,  a  day-long  event 
that  took  place  at  Hart  House,  was 
an  experience  that  shattered  my  na- 
ive expectations.  To  stand  and  see  a 
packed  room  full  of  expectant  faces; 
to  see  leaders  from  conventionally 
opposing  communities  speaking 
from  the  heart;  to  hear  individuals 
appreciating  each  other  without  re- 
straint; to  feel  the  energy  pulsating 
through  Hart  House — it  still  moves 
me  to  tears.  1  sat  there  during  the 
closing  circle  trying  to  contain  my- 
self, but  I  was  physically  trembling. 

Who  could  have  anticipated 
that  the  hearts  and  minds  of  some 
individuals  could  change  over  the 
course  of  a  day?  It  was  almost  un- 
believable in  some  ways.  Muslims, 
Arabs  and  Jews  ate  lunch  and  din- 
ner together.  They  spoke  with  each 
other.  They  told  stories  to  each 
other.  They  wept.  They  laughed. 
And  most  stunning  was  the  fact 
that  there  were  no  angry  confron- 
tations; no  bursts  of  violence.  It 


was  a  feel-good  story  that  had  the 
organizers  pinching  themselves  in 
disbelief. 

It  was  not  just  the  event  itself  that 
moved  me.  I  see  the  group  of  di- 
verse individuals  who  organized  the 
event  as  a  success  story  on  its  own. 
The  event  was  effective  precisely 
because  of  the  strong  friendship 
we  shared.  When  we  came  together 
for  the  first  few  meetings,  we  were 
hesitant  with  each  other,  and  very 
careful  with  our  words.  Over  time, 
we  came  to  understand,  appreci- 
ate, and  even  trust  one  another. 

"If  we  cannot  be 
friends  with  one 
another  in  Canada, 
far  removed  from 
the  bloodshed  and 
suffering,  how  can  we 
expect  anything  to 
change  for  those  in  the 
Middle  East?" 

Today,  1  have  a  whole  new  cast  of 
friends — and  they're  Jewish.  This 
too  gives  me  hope.  As  a  close  friend 
wisely  commented,  "If  we  cannot  be 
friends  with  one  another  in  Canada, 
far  removed  from  the  bloodshed 
and  suffering,  how  can  we  expect 
anything  to  change  for  those  in  the 
Middle  East?" 

It  will  not  be  an  easy  struggle.  We 
need  only  look  at  the  naysayers  to 
realize  our  worst  fears.  1  recall  en- 
couraging an  active  Muslim  student 
to  attend  the  dialogue.  He  wasn't 
interested  in  coming.  "It  won't  do 
anything,"  he  replied  listlessly.  But 


it  did  do  something.  It  restored  my 
hope.  And  it  restored  the  hopes  of 
many  others. 

One  of  the  most  surprising  state- 
ments 1  heard  came  from  a  par- 
ticipant who  wanted  to  thank  us, 
because  he  said  that  the  first  time 
he  had  ever  spoken  to  a  Jew  was 
at  the  dialogue.  It  is  only  through 
speaking  to  each  other  that  we 
realize  that  regardless  of  religion, 
ethnicity,  language,  or  even  life 
experience,  we  share  a  common 
humanity. 

The  dialogue  allowed  individuals 
to  share  their  fears,  vulnerabilities 
and  insecurities  with  each  other. 
I  recall  that  sometime  during  the 
day,  participants  were  asked  to 
share  stories  of  their  experiences 
with  anti-Semitism,  racism  and  Is- 
lamophobia.  It  is  through  processes 
such  as  this  that  people  come  to  see 
'the  other'  as  human  beings,  with 
needs,  wants,  fears  and  insecurities 
like  their  own. 

I  include  you  when  I  say  that 
we  have  a  collective  obligation 
to  ensure  that  such  empowering 
hope  does  die  down.  Jewish-Arab- 
Muslim  relations  will  not  change 
with  one  event.  The  dialogue  is 
the  beginning  of  a  long  process. 
But  let  us  remember  that  we  are 
in  this  together.  Not  just  Muslims, 
Arabs  and  Jews.  Not  just  pro-Israeli 
and  pro-Palestinian  activists,  but 
everyone  and  anyone  who  cares 
about  achieving  peace  through  the 
construction  of  meaningful  human 
relationships. 

SaRyyah  Ally  is  a  third-year  Political 
Science  student  at  U  of  T.  She  is  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Muslim-Arab- 
Jewish  dialogue. 


LETTERS 


Where's  Ashley? 

Having  been  involved  in  organizing 
the  February  4th  Day  of  Action,  I 
couldn't  help  but  notice  that  SAC 
president  Ashley  Morton  was  notice- 
ably absent  from  practically  every 
planning  meeting  and  only  showed 
up  momentarily  at  the  march  to 
give  a  speech  about  cuts  to  athletic 
funding. 

Frankly,  I  have  to  wonder  just 
what  keeps  Ashley  so  busy  that  not 
only  can  he  barely  help  organize  the 
event,  but  he  hesitantly  shows  his 
face  at  the  event  itself.  As  President 
of  SAC,  he  should  place  fighting 
for  students  at  the  forefront  of  his 
agenda.  The  Day  of  Action  would  be 
a  good  place  to  start. 

Furthermore,  he  did  not  attend 
the  SAC  Annual  General  Meeting  at 
UTM  on  February  5.  While  it  is  my 
understanding  that  he  did  not  view 
the  meeting  as  legitimate,  he  should 
have  at  least  gone  to  express  his 
view  why  it  was  not. 

In  my  eyes,  as  a  student  union 
president,  Ashley  Morton  has  not 
demonstrated  much  of  a  desire  to 
stand  up  for  the  rights  of  students. 
Indeed,  the  roundly  defeated  "Un- 
constitution"  removed  defending 
students  regardless  of  background 
and  working  to  make  education  ac- 
cessible to  all,  amongst  other  things. 

Alex  Gatien 

Day  of  action 
reaction 

Re:  Days  of  inaction  (Feb.  9) 

First,  Noel  Semple  somehow  links 
tuition  cuts  to  subsidizing  the  wealthy. 
The  whole  point  of  the  tuition  rally 
was  to  make  tuition  affordable  to  those 
from  lower  income  families.  You  lower 
the  price  of  food,  less  people  starve. 
You  lower  the  price  of  education,  more 
people  get  it.  Enriching  OSAP  does 
nothing,  because  you  are  still  paying 
the  same  high  tuition  rates,  just  paying 
it  later  with  interest. 

Semple  also  says  that  students 
attended  the  rally  for  fun.  I  don't  think 
anyone  in  would  march  around  in  the 
freezing  cold  to  have  fun. 

But  he  does  make  a  good  point  about 
the  Days  of  Action  protest  being  inef- 
fective. 1  counted  about  two  hundred 
students — of  a  campus  more  than  sixty 
thousand. 

Protests  are  vital  to  democracy.  You 
think  riot  police  are  deployed  because 
politicians  aren't  concerned?  The  only 
thing  which  really  stands  in  the  way  of 
protest  having  a  voice  is  the  apathy  of 
the  general  population. 

Jason  Yung 


We  do  more 
than  protest 

Re:  Days  of  inaction  (Feb.  9) 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  Mr.  Semple 
that  across  the  country  post-second- 
ary students  are  actively  involved  in 
developing  real  policy  solutions  to 
the  problems  we  face. 

The  Canadian  Alliance  of  Student 
Associations  (CASA)  met  with  Paul 
Martin  in  October  to  present  him.with 
a  package  of  policy  recommendations 
designed  by  students  from  across  the 
country.  CASA  lobbied  Mr.  Martin  for 
a  dedicated  federal  transfer  payment 
for  post-secondary  education  as  well 
as  significant  enhancements  to  the 
financial  aid  system.  These  included 
amending  parental-contribution 
requirements  for  student  loans, 
raising  living  allowances  and  loan 
limits,  and  allowing  students  to  claim 
capital  items  like  computers  under 
loan  assessment;  all  intended  to  allow 
students  to  access  enough  money  to 
pay  for  their  education.  CASA  also 
asked  for  the  creation  of  targeted 
grants  for  students  from  low-income 
backgrounds. 

In  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  the 
Prime  Minister  committed  to  many 
of  the  policy  proposals  we  presented 
him  with  in  October,  but  there  is  still 
much  work  to  be  done.  In  addition  to 
meeting  with  the  Ministry  of  Finance, 
CASA  had  a  follow-up  meeting  with 
Prime  Minister  Martin  last  week  to 
discuss  the  details  of  the  govern- 
ment's new  proposals  and  to  press 
the  need  for  a  dedicated  education 
transfer. 

The  student  movement  does  not 
simply  involve  waving  placards  and 
shouting  through  bullhorns.  Rea- 
soned debate  and  compromise  are  an 
integral  part  of  what  CASA  stands  for. 

Students  do  have  the  power  to 
affect  change  at  all  levels  of  govern- 
ment. Through  focused  research, 
innovative  policy  development  and 
strong  advocacy  work  the  student 
movement  will  make  post-secondary 
education  and  the  benefits  it  affords  a 
national  priority. 

James  Kusie 

National  Director 

Canadian  Alliance  of  Student  ' 

Associations 
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Canadian  space 
technology  gets 
more  bang  for 
the  buck 

With  75  times  less  fading  than  NASA, 
the  Canadian  Space  Agency  can  still 
make  its  presence  felt 


by  DON  DUVAL 


The  public  interest  surrounding 
ttie  existence  of  life  on  Mars  was 
obvious  this  past  Sunday  as  Marc 
Garneau,  Canada's  first  astronaut 
and  current  president  of  the  Ca- 
nadian Space  Agency,  spoke  to  a 
paclced  auditorium  in  the  Medical 
Sciences  Building  at  the  Universi- 
ty of  Toronto  about  the  future  of 
Mars  exploration. 

As  part  of  the  public  lecture 
series  sponsored  by  the  Royal 
Canadian  Institute,  a  not-for- 
profit  organization  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  science,  Garneau 
discussed  how  recent  discover- 
ies on  the  red  planet  have  altered 
our  perspective  of  our  planet, 
our  universe  and  ourselves.  The 
recent  success  of  NASA's  two 
land  rovers.  Spirit  and  Oppor- 
tunity led  Garneau  to  postulate 
that  "we  are  getting  closer  to  es- 
tablishing tangible  proof  of  water 
on  Mars." 

"Water,"  he  continues,  "could 
be  indicative  of  life." 

Garneau  is  optimistic  about 
Canada's  future  role  in  the  ex- 


ploration of  Mars.  Strong  part- 
nerships with  NASA,  Japan  and 
the  European  space  program  are 
giving  Canada  the  opportunity  to 
be  at  the  forefront  of  future  mis- 
sions. As  Garneau  explains,  much 
of  Canada's  strength  lies  in  our 
"cutting  edge,  world  class"  robot- 
ics development,  including  such 
innovations  as  the  Canadarm. 
By  continuing  in  this  and  build- 
ing stronger  relationships  with 
other  nations,  Garneau  feels  that 
Canada  will  have  the  knowledge 
and  resources  to  lead  a  robotic 
mission  to  Mars  as  early  as  2011. 

Beyond  the  scientific  value 
of  space  exploration,  Garneau 
spoke  of  the  sense  of  national 
pride  and  spirit  Canadians  would 
have  being  an  integral  member 
of  future  Mars  exploration  pro- 
grams. The  picture  he  painted,  of 
how  satisfying  it  would  be  to  turn 
on  the  CBC  to  learn  that  Cana- 
dian innovation  was  responsible 
for  a  ground-breaking  discovery, 
created  a  polite  buzz  among  the 
smiling  audience. 

However,  a  pragmatic  Garneau 
addressed  the  issue  of  how  much 


COURTESY  OF  NASA 

Celestial  CanCon:  Two  astronauts  use  the  Canadarm  to  test  out  the  space  station's  rescue  system. 


money  Canada  should  be  spend- 
ing for  its  space  program.  With 
an  annual  budget  of  300  million 
dollars,  funded  from  the  fed- 
eral government,  Garneau  is  well 
aware  of  Canada's  limitations. 
He  points  out  that,  although  the 
United  States  has  roughly  ten 
times  the  population  as  Canada, 
"They  spend  about  75  times 
more  on  their  space  program 
annually."  Garneau  claims  the 
amount  of  money  "is  not  enough 
to  do  what  we  want  to  do,"  citing 
a  "long  waiting  list  of  accomplish- 
ments," but  he  is  adamant  that 


the  CSA  is  getting  the  most  value 
it  can  by  selecting  innovative  and 
high  profile  projects. 

Future  discoveries  on  Mars 
might  help  tell  us  whether  or 
not  we  are  alone  in  the  universe. 
Garneau  claims,  "Only  courage 
and  creativity  will  answer  that 
question." 

He  continued  by  asking,  "When 
looking  at  Mars,  are  we  looking 
at  the  future  of  the  Earth?"  With 
more  missions  and  scientific  re- 
search on  the  red  planet,  we  will 
not  only  gain  knowledge  about 
Mars,  but  also  will  potentially 


learn  more  about  medicines, 
mineral  applications  and  scien- 
tific techniques  to  analyze  our 
own  planet  to  better  understand 
what  the  future  may  hold. 

As  Garneau  hints,  space  ex- 
ploration via  unmanned  probes, 
rovers  and  robots  is  only  the 
beginning.  Much  like  the  history 
of  moon  exploration,  Garneau 
feels  that  significant  technologi- 
cal progress  is  being  made  and 
that  one  day  we  will  see  humans 
on  Mars. 

"Humans  will  go  to  Mars  be- 
cause humanity  wants  them  to." 


Atomic  bombs  and  missile  defence  shields: 

the  times  change,  but  the  song  remains  the  same 


by  JULIAN  DUNN  

Michael  Frayn's  play  Copenha-  • 
gen  deals  with  the  1941  meeting 
between  German  physicist  Werner 
Heisenberg  and  his  Danish 
counterpart  Niels  Bohr.  The  Nobel 
laureates  met  in  secret  to  discuss 
the  atomic  bomb.  The  two  men's 
work  on  quantum  mechanics  had 
revolutionized  atomic  physics,  but 
why  Heisenberg  went  to  Copen- 
hagen (especially  when  he  and 
Bohr  were  on  opposite  sides  of  the 
war)  has  never  been  definitively 
answered.  In  Frayn's  play,  the  sci- 
entists meet  once  again  to  discuss 
physics  and  the  metaphysical. 
Following  last  Sunday's  sold-out 
performance  at  the  Winter  Garden 
Theatre,  a  public  symposium 
was  held  to  discuss  some  of  the 
issues  raised  by  the  play.  Varsity 
writer  Julian  Dunn  was  there  to 
take  in  the  play  (see  review  in 
the  Arts  section)  and  the  talk  that 
followed. 


Copenhagen  raises  a  lot  of  questions, 
not  only  about  the  specific  details  of 
that  meeting,  but  also  about  science 
and  ethics  in  general.  Did  Germany 
fail  to  produce  the  nuclear  bomb 
before  they  were  defeated  because 
Heisenberg  had  moral  qualms  and 
deliberately  sabotaged  the  effort,  as 
he  later  claimed?  Or,  was  the  failure 
solely  a  technical  one,  based  on 
Heisenberg's  inaccurate  mathemati- 
cal calculations  and  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining materials?  And  how  do  we 
deal  with  similar  dilemmas  between 
science  and  ethics  today? 

These  issues  and  many  others 
were  the  subject  of  an  hour-long 
panel  discussion  following  Sunday's 
matinee  performance  of  Copenha- 
gen. Moderated  by  Globe  and  Mail 

science  columnist  Stephen 
Strauss,  the  panel  consisted  of  Scott 
Menary,  an  experimental  particle 
physicist  at  York  University,  James 
Brown,  a  professor  of  the  philosophy 
of  science  at  U  of  T,  and  John  Moffat, 
a  theoretical  physicist  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Waterloo. 


The  panel  touched  on  many  issues 
raised  by  the  play.  Professor  Moffat 
pointed  out  "the  two  great  problems" 
Heisenberg  had  to  solve  in  order  to 
build  the  bomb,  and  why  he  failed. 
The  first  problem  was  how  to  enrich 
uranium-238  into  fissile  U-235.  Ironi- 
cally, the  most  knowledgeable  scien- 
tist on  this  matter,  the  Jewish  Gustav 
Hertz,  had  already  fled  Germany  by 
that  point,  and  many  other  leading 
Jewish  scientists  had  already  been 
killed  or  had  escaped. 

The  second  great  problem  was 
how  to  moderate  the  nuclear  reac- 
tion to  avoid  a  meltdown.  Heisen- 
berg selected  heavy  water  (D,0) 
as  a  moderator,  not  realizing  that 
the  more  readily  available  graphite 
would  have  sufficed.  Heavy  water  is 
extremely  difficult  to  make  and  there 
were  not  enough  facilities  in  Germa- 
ny during  wartime  to  make  enough 
heavy  water  for  the  reactor. 

Moffat  felt  that  Heisenberg  truly 
did  want  to  build  a  bomb,  but  that  he 
was  driven  by  fear — ultimately  justi- 
fied by  post-war  intelligence  revela- 


tions— that  the  Allies  were  building 
atomic  weapons  themselves  and 
planning  to  drop  them  on  his  home- 
land. It  is  instructive  to  remember, 
Moffat  said,  that  ultimately  "the  only 
people  who  used  such  a  bomb  were 
us." 

Moffat's  view  of  Heisenberg  and 
his  actions  led  the  discussion  into 
the  realm  of  science,  politics,  and 
ethics.  An  audience  member  asked 
how  scientists  can  guard  against  the 
immoral  use  of  technology  in  cases 
where  the  question  is  not  so  clear- 
cut  as  atomic  weaponry. 

James  Brown  responded  by  saying 
that  this  is  clearly  a  problem,  but 
claimed  that,  with  the  exception  of 
certain  rogue  scientists  acting  as 
nothing  more  than  PR  shills  for  bio- 
technology companies,  the  misuse 
of  technology  has  occurred  largely 
at  the  hands  of  militaristic  govern- 
ments. Menary  supported  Brown  by 
citing  Einstein's  post-war  regret  at 
having  written  to  Roosevelt  during 
the  war  to  warn  him  about  the  dan- 
gers of  Germany's  nuclear  program, 


a  letter  which  arguably  led  to  the  ac- 
celeration of  the  Manhattan  Project. 
For  Einstein,  his  distrust  of  govern- 
ment in  general  was  not  limited  to 
the  enemy. 

Brown  cited  the  Nuclear  Mis- 
sile Defence  shield  proposal  as  an 
example  of  how  the  ethical  and 
scientific  issues  of  the  play  relate 
to  our  own  "frightening  times. "  He 
outlined  a  number  of  reasons  why  it 
is  a  bad  idea,  but  concluded  by  say- 
ing that,  unlike  Frayn's  Heisenberg, 
the  decision  on  whether  the  shield 
gets  deployed  is  not  an  individual 
one.  "We  have  to  push  our  govern- 
ments to  make  the  right  decision," 
Brown  said. 

In  short,  the  panelists  noted  that 
scientists  can  only  provide  the 
technical  guidance  as  to  whether 
or  not  certain  things  can  be  done, 
but  ultimately  it  is  up  to  society  as 
a  whole  to  mediate  their  interaction 
with  our  civilization.  It  is  the  non- 
scientists  who  frequently  have  to 
be  even  more  vigilant  against  the 
misuse  of  science. 
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A  Chorus  Line  a  fine  ol'  time 


UC  Follies  scores  with  classic  musical 


THEATRE  REVIEW 


A  Chorus  Line 


Directed  by  Elenna  Mosoff 


A  UC  Follies  Production 
Feb.  4-14,  2004 


Rating:  VWv 


by  JORDAN  BIMM 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  Chorus  Line,  created  by  author 
Michael  Bennett  in  the  1970s,  is  a 
musical  about  life  in  musical  the- 
atre. Avoiding  any  metaphysical 
use  of  this  self-referencing  plot,  A 
Chorus  Line  holds  nothing  back  in 
relating  the  often  tragic  and  bleak 
stories  of  what  life  is  actually  like  on 
Broadway's  ultra-competitive  bot- 
tom rung.  The  musical  takes  place 
at  cm  audition  where  a  diverse  group 
of  dancers  have  come  to  fight  for  an 
ultimately  marginal  victory:  a  spot  in 
the  faceless  chorus  line. 

Directed  by  Elenna  Mosoff,  the 
UC  Follies"  current  production  of  A 
Chorus  Line  at  Hart  House  Theatre 
pleasantly  surpassed  my  expecta- 
tions of  what  campus  music  theatre 
could  be.  The  now-classic  show 
tunes  were  brought  to  life  by  a  tal- 
ented cast  and  backed  up  by  solid 
direction  and  impressive  production 
values. 

One  fatal  flaw  that  many  profes- 
sional musicals  encounter,  and 
which  this  production  managed  to 
avoid,  is  the  trade-off  of  acting  talent 
for  dance  and  vocal  skill.  While  many 
musicals  are  well-sung  and  well-cho- 


reographed, most  fall  short  when 
it  comes  time  for  the  performers  to 
shed  their  musical  skin  and  "act"  to 
bridge  over  the  plot  between  songs. 
The  fact  that  this  production  was 
able,  for  the  most  part,  to  beat  this 
curse  is  an  impressive  testament  to 
the  collective  talent  of  the  cast,  and 
also  to  the  versatility  of  the  director. 

One  of  the  most  impressive  perfor- 
mances of  the  show  was  entirely  dra- 
matic. Midway  through  the  audition, 
the  dancers  are  ordered  off  stage  to 
learn  the  lyrics  to  the  final  number. 


During  this  break,  Zach,  the  mysteri- 
ous and  inquisitive  Director  (Byron 
Laviolette),  takes  the  stage  and  is 
confronted  by  one  of  the  dancers, 
Cassie  (Miranda  Plant).  It  becomes 
obvious  that  the  two  share  a  turbu- 
lent romantic  history  and  now,  after 
a  failed  stint  in  Hollywood,  Cassie  is 
back  on  Broadway  to  audition  for  her 
ex.  The  scene  which  ensues  between 
them  is  moving  and  memorable  not 
because  of  the  writing  or  the  staging, 
but  because  of  the  real  chemistry 
which  seemed  to  flow  on  stage  be- 


tween Laviolette  and  Plant.  Their  re- 
lationship came  across  as  incredibly 
real  and  stood  out  on  its  own  as  a  fine 
piece  of  drama,  which  just  happened 
to  be  sandwiched  between  two  ends 
of  a  musical. 

Another  stand-out  performance 
was  delivered  by  Jamie  Arfin  who 
portrays  Val,  the  less-than-endowed 
chorus  girl  who  decides  to  surgically 
improve  her,  uh,  chances,  of  making 
it  in  showbiz.  Wearing  a  costume 
which  maybe  covered  ten  percent 
of  her  body,  Arfin  performed  the 


COURTESY  UCFOLUES 

memorable  tune  "Dance:  Ten,  Looks: 
Three"  in  front  of  a  huge  audience  at 
Hart  House  with  the  confidence  and 
talent  of  a  Broadway  professional. 

By  the  end  of  the  show,  which 
was  met  with  a  standing  ovation,  it 
was  apparent  that,  despite  an  un- 
der-rehearsed orchestra,  the  whole 
cast  was  going  to  score  big  with  this 
Broadway  classic. 

A  Chorus  Line  continues  at  the  Hart 
House  Theatre  until  Feb.  14.  For  more 
info,  visit  www.ucfollies.ca. 


Campus  dancers  embrace  all  genres  in  upbeat  show 


byUSACAVION  

A  bunch  of  ballerinas  wander  into  a 
bar  and  flirt  with  some  Ricky  Martin 
wannabes.  Then  there's  a  bump-and- 
grind  by  some  murderous  vamps.  A 
strange  angel  floats  around,  women 
vogue  in  military  fatigues,  and  some 
machines  are  saved — or  maybe 
destroyed — by  a  bunch  of  pixies,  1 
think.  And  then  34  other  strange,  and 
often  wonderful,  things  happen.  This 
is  what  your  classmates  have  been 
doing  in  their  spare  time. 

Last  weekend,  the  nearly  150  stu- 
dents, faculty  and  alumni  amateur 
dance  enthusiasts  of  the  Only  Human 
Collective  performed  Embrace,  their 
fifth-annual  showcase  performance. 
The  Collective  is  an  'all-inclusive' 
dance  company,  a  counterintuitive 
mission  in  that  most  restrictive  of 
disciplines. 

Of  course  the  resulting  range  in 
age,  body  types  and  ability  level  led 
to  a  few  unprofessional  moments — 
stiff  arms,  wobbly  ankles,  stilted 
smiles.  But,  much  more  often,  it 
displayed  only  the  joy  of  moving,  and 
being  moved,  by  a  beat,  an  idea,  and 
a  visceral,  joyful  experience. 

Embrace's  unprofessionally-in- 
spired  eclecticism  in  music,  move- 
ment and  subject  matter  demon- 


strates that  the  genuinely  weird 
is  also  often  the  weirdly  genuine. 
"Rattle  Crash  Bang:  Pixies  vs.  Ma- 
chines, (Vol.  1)"  was  a  culture-clash 
music  video  for  which  Bjork  herself 
should  be  proud,  while  the  jarring 
pairing  of  abstract  modern  dance- 


Ish  group  choreography  with  Janice 
Joplin's  rending  "Piece  of  My  Heart" 
was  surprisingly  insightful. 

The  expressive  rationale  underly- 
ing a  lot  of. western  'professional' 
is  well-represented  in  many  of  the 
ballet  and  modern  pieces;  Annie 


COURTNEY  GIBSON 

Schachar's  playful  choreography 
for  "The  Sweater",  for  instance,  was 
a  hilarious  and  well-acted  match 
between  movement  and  lyrical 
content. 

Dance  as  community-builder  was 
very  much  on  display,  with  tradi- 


tional-looking dances  (a  jig,  a  belly 
dance,  a  tango)  performed  by  very 
non-traditional  bodies  and  ethnici- 
ties. And  kudos  to  Christy  Stoten  and 
her  dancers  for  bridging  another 
cultural  misunderstanding,  dashing 
my  "good  girls  tap  dance/bad  girls 
rock  out'  dichotomy  by  syncopating 
to  The  White  Stripes  "Seven  Nation 
Army". 

Several  of  the  pieces  went  pop, 
borrowing  from  the  nightclub  and 
from  music  videos  for  a  very  con- 
temporary use  of  dance  to  play 
with  identity  and  self-display,  as  in 
the  high-energy  and  verrry  stylish 
ReLoAdEd  crew's  r&b  mix,  or  the 
wicked  stage  presence  of  performers 
in  Chicago's  "Cell  Block  Tango".  But  1 
could  have  used  a  textbook  to  parse 
some  of  the  more  overtly  sexual 
pieces  (urn,  if  we're  watching  future 
marine  biologists,  nurses,  and  physi- 
cists pretending  to  be  ornamental 
Moulin  Rouge  dancers,  is  this  good 
or  bad?). 

Either  way,  there's  no  question 
that  it  was  all  genuinely  fun.  Whether 
you're  a  closet  Martha  Graham 
or  a  budding  J-Lo,  the  breadth  of 
Embrace's  embrace  provided  a  fasci- 
nating range  of  reasons  to  put  down 
a  textbook  and  start  a  groove. 
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Meeting  of  the  minds 

Play  raises  the  curtain  on  issues  of  science  and  ethics 


THEATRE  REVIEW 


Copenhagen 


by  JULIAN  DUNN 


Directed  by  Diana  Leblanc 


Written  by  Michael  Frayn 


Starring  Michael  Ball, 
Martha  Henry,  Jim  Mezon 


Rating:  WW 


A  play  about  quantum  mechanics. 
Such  a  premise  sounds  like  a  recipe 
for  disaster  and  yet  the  Toronto 
revival  of  Michael  Frayn's  Copenha- 
gen, currently  playing  at  the  Winter 
Garden  Theatre,  has  been  draw- 
ing superb  reviews  and  sold-out 
houses.  Why  the  sudden  interest  in 
theoretical  physics? 

Actually,  the  popular  interest 
in  the  play  is  probably  less  in  the 
science  than  in  the  philosophical 
and  ethical  questions  raised  by  the 
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source  material.  Copenhagen  is  a  fic- 
tionalization  of  the  September,  1941 
visit  to  the  Dutch  city  (then  under 
Nazi  occupation)  by  German  physi- 
cist Werner  Heisenberg,  in  order 
to  see  his  friend  and  mentor  Niels 
Bohr.  Heisenberg  and  Bohr  were 
two  of  the  most  brilliant  physicists 
of  their  time,  developing  together 
the  1927  Copenhagen  interpretation 
of  quantum  mechanics,  and  each 
winning  the  Nobel  Prize  at  various 
times  in  their  careers. 

What  information  was  exchanged 
between  Bohr  and  Heisenberg  in 
that  tension-filled  wartime  visit 
continues  to  be  debated.  The  his- 
torical record  shows,  however, 
that  the  1941  meeting  destroyed 
Bohr  and  Heisenberg's  friendship, 
and  this  was  possibly  a  result  of 
Heisenberg  informing  Bohr  of  the 
German  plans  for  atomic  weapons! 
Germany  was  ultimately  unsuccess- 
ful in  building  the  bomb,  which  led 
to  a  great  deal  of  speculation  about 
whether  Heisenberg  deliberately 
sabotaged  the  effort  for  ethical 
reasons,  as  he  later  claimed,  and 
if  so,  whether  it  was  a  result  of  his 
meeting  with  Bohr. 

It  is  out  of  this  collision  between 
ethical  and  scientific  interests  that 
Frayn  brilliantly  fictionalizes  the 
1941  meeting  between  the  two 
physicists  and  seeks  an  answer 
to  the  question  of  why  Heisenberg 
initiated  the  meeting  in  the  first 


place,  at  great  personal  danger. 
Was  it  because  Heisenberg  had 
moral  and  ethical  qualms  about 
"arming  a  homicidal  maniac  with 
a  nuclear  bomb"?  Did  this  same 
ethical  dilemma  lead  Heisenberg 
to  stall  the  nuclear  program?  Or 
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Non-smokers.  June  18  to  August  25.  Attractive  salary  (US)  plus  travel  allowance. 
To  Apply;  Applications  and  photo  gallery  are  available  on  our  website: 
www.klppewa.com  or  contact  us  at  the  numbers  listed  below  for  a  staff 
brochure. 

Kippewa,  Box  340,  Westwood,  Massachusetts,  02090-0340,  U.S.A. 
tel:  781-762-8291  I  fax:  781-255-7167 
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COURTESY  MIRVISH  PRODUCTIONS 

was  the  failure  of  the  German  effort 
merely  due  to  technical  difficulties, 
with  Heisenberg  having  cast  aside 
all  such  ethical  doubts? 

These  questions  and  many  oth- 
ers will  likely  never  be  resolved 
for  certain;  indeed,  Frayn  uses 
Heisenberg's  own  Uncertainty 
Principle  (which  states  that  one 
cannot  simultaneously  measure 
the  position  and  momentum  of  a 
particle  to  arbitrary  precision)  as 
a  metaphorical  device  to  argue  that 
the  more  we  seek  the  answers  to 
such  questions  about  science  and 
ethics,  the  less  we  ultimately  find 
that  we  know.  The  application  of 
scientific  theorems  to  real  life  is 
always  perilous  but  in  the  words  of 
Heisenberg  himself,  in  this  case,  "it 
just  works". 

As  does  the  play  as  a  whole. 
Flawless  performances  by  all  of 
the  three  actors:  Michael  Ball 
as  Bohr,  the  esteemed  Martha 
Henry  as  his  wife  Margrethe,  and 
Jim  Mezon  as  Heisenberg,  make 
for  a  very  believable  and  intense 
performance.  One  leaves  the  the- 
atre intellectually  stimulated  but 
drained.  Perhaps  top-notch  art  is 
not  so  different  from  cutting-edge 
physics  after  all.  • 


The  McDeai  Menu.  Get  a  Big  Mac 
on  Tuesdays  for  only  $1.69  plus  tax! 


I'm  levin'  if 
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Theatre  with  bite 


by  MELISSA  SHEEPWAY 


Like  its  red  crunchy  namesaice,  the  24 
plays  featured  in  this  year's  Retro  Rhu- 
barb! Theatre  Festival  have  one  thing  in 
common:  they  are  all  thoroughly  deli- 
cious. Other  than  that,  you  are  unlikely 
to  find  any  common  flavours  among 
this  year's  crop  of  works. 

This  year  the  festival,  which  is  pre- 
sented by  the  Buddies  in  Bad  Times 
Theatre  and  is  now  in  its  26"'  year  of 
production,  combines  young  and  old, 
as  well  as  new  and  classic.  Moynan 
King  curates  17  new  works  by  play- 
wrights such  as  Peter  Lynch  and  Hope 
Thompson,  while  Franco  Boni  brings 
seven  classic  Rhubarb!  plays,  including 
Nancy  Drew  (Without  a  Clue)  by  (now- 
famous  author  and  playwright)  Ann- 
Marie  MacDonald  and  Beverly  Cooper, 
back  to  the  stage. 

As  part  of  the  festival,  Boni  also 
curates  the  Under  21  Series,  which  he 
started  in  1998  in  order  to  "give  creators 
under  the  age  of  21  a  chance  to  produce 
a  play  with  a  director  and  full  technical 
support."  This  makes  it  more  process- 
oriented,  rather  than  product-oriented, 
as  the  playwrights  are  also  able  to  work 
with  a  professional  writer  who  helps 
them  to  edit  and  revise  their  work 
cdong  the  way. 

Chris  Jai,  one  of  this  year's  Under  21 
playwrights,  says  one  of  the  best  things 
about  the  Rhubarb!  Festival  is  that  it 
"showcases  new  artists  and  youth," 
and  offers  them  "a  place  to  actually 
perform."  For  Jai,  who  wrote  and  will 
perform  in  the  one-man  play  Church 
Street  Blues,  "writing  is  how  1  flush  my 
emotions,  it's  like  second-nature."  It's 
understandable  that  the  second-year 
York  University  student  was  eager  to 
be  a  part  of  the  Under  21  Series  after 


working  with  Boni  last  year  during  the 
SummerWorks  program,  another  youth 
initiative  coordinated  by  the  Buddies 
in  Bad  Times  Theatre  and  produced 
by  Boni. 

Established  in  1979,  the  Buddies  in 
Bad  Times  Theatre  is  "dedicated  to  the 
promotion  of  gay,  lesbian  and  queer 
theatrical  expression."  Its  youth  initia- 
tive programs  allow  young  Canadians 
to  "research  the  history  of  the  LGBT 
community  in  Toronto  and  to  develop 
a  new  collective  theatre  creation  based 
on  that  history." 

The  theatre's  philosophy  makes  be- 
ing part  of  the  Under  21  Series  an  all- 
encompassing  experience.  The  series 
combines  the  practical  advantages  of 
being  able  to  work  with  people  who  are 
established  in  the  theatre  community 
with  the  personal  rewards  that  come 
from  expressing  yourself  and  shar- 
ing a  story  with  that  community.  The 
Rhubarb!  Festival  "allowed  me  to  open 
myself  up,"  says  Jai,  "There  are  a  lot  of 
teens  who  are  like  me;  lots  of  teens  who 
have  to  deal  with  acceptance  and  being 
themselves." 

Jai,  like  most  teens,  had  to  struggle 
with  the  concept  of  individuality  while 
growing  up. 

"When  I  was  young  it  was  hard  for  me 
to  open  up,  especially  being  queer  and 
coming  from  a  traditional  Catholic  fam- 
ily. I'm  now  involved  more  politically 
and  socially,"  he  says. 

Not  only  has  the  Rhubarb!  Festival 
"transformed  what  is  exciting  and  ac- 
ceptable on  stage,"  it  has  also  been 
"a  fundamental  part  of  Canadian 
theatre  development"  for  the  past  26 
years.  Perhaps  this  commitment  to 
a  distinctly  Canadian  theatre  (which 
then  infiltrates  into  the  creation  of  a 
distinctly  Canadian  culture)  is  what 


helped  Jai  and  other  contributors  find 
a  picture  of  unity  and  acceptance  in  a 
festival  that  is  a  montage  of  Canadian 
society.  "1  find  Canadian  theatre  open," 
says  Jai.  "We  don't  censor  ourselves,  we 
explore  things." 

This  attitude  is  fundamental  to  the 
Rhubarb!  Festival.  Boni,  curator  of  this 
year's  retrospective  works,  chose  to 
resurrect  plays  that  "would  capture  the 
spirit  of  Rhubarb."  He  sifted  through  all 
of  the  plays  from  the  past  26  festivals 
and  found  ones  that  "were  representa- 
tive of  those  early  years." 

But  what  exactly  encapsulates  the 
spirit  of  Rhubarb?  "It's  just  the  people 
or  the  actors  or  the  creators,"  says  Boni. 
If  the  spirit  of  the  festival  that  is  "com- 
mitted to  the  development  of  new  Cana- 
dian work"  lies  in  the  people  involved 
in  each  production,  it  seems  fitting  that 
this  year's  featured  playwrights  include 
everyone  from  Ann-Marie  MacDonald 
and  Peter  Lynch  to  Chris  Jai. 

Not  that  the  celebrity  of  the  play- 
wright is  what  draws  the  audience.  "No- 
body knew  who  Ann-Marie  MacDonald 
was  back  when  she  wrote  Nancy  Dreii), 
says  Boni.  "She  was  just  somebody  who 
had  a  ton  of  talent."  No  matter  how  di- 
verse the  playwrights  are,  their  pieces 
all  share  the  elements  of  success:  solid 
writing,  character  development  and  a 
unique  plot. 

This  means  that,  for  Jai,  the  future 
looks  promising.  However,  he's  keeping 
his  options  open  and  is  pursuing  the- 
atre out  of  interest,  and  not  necessarily 
as  a  lifetime  career.  And  what  does  he 
hope  to  achieve  through  the  festival? 
"I  want  to  inspire  people  and  showcase 
my  work,"  he  says.  Plus,  there's  the 
thrill  of  seeing  his  work  on  stage,  which, 
he  says,  "just  gives  you  shivers." 

The  Rhubarb  Festival  continues  at  the 
Buddies  in  Bad  Times  Theatre  until  Feb. 
22.  For  tickets  and  more  info,  call  (416) 
975-8555  or  visit  buddiesinbadtimesthe 

atre.com. 


SCHOLARSHIP  COMPETITION 


APPLICATION  DEADLINE: 
APRIL  15,  2004 


Top  students  will  t)e  selected  to  represent  Canada 
among  the  world's  best  and  brightest  science  and 
technology  undergraduates  in  the  sixth  competition  of 
the  Lucent  Gtobal  Science  Scholars  Program. 

Lucent  Global  Science  Scholars  will  receive  a  $US 
5,000  award.  Next  July,  along  vvith  Scholars  selected 
worldwide,  they  will  visit  ttie  world-renowned  Bell  Labs 
In  New  Jersey  and  take  in  a  weekend  of  sightseeing  in 
New  York  City. 

You  may  be  eligible  to  apply  if  you  are  in  your  first 
year  of  undergraduate  study  in: 

0        computer  science 
o        computer  engineering 
o        electrical  engineering,  or 
0        a  specialized  technical  telecommunications 
major  such  as  wireless  engineering 

For  details  and  a  downkiadable  application  form,  visit 
the  website  of  the  Canadian  Bureau  for  Internationa! 
Education  at  www.cbie.ca.  If  you  would  like  an 
application  form  faxed  or  mailed  to  you,  telephone 
613-237-4820,  ext.  243,  or  fax  613-237-1073,  or  email 
spisarenko@cbie.ca. 

Lucent  Canada  looks  forward  to  mentoring  and  hosting 
top  science  and  engineering  students  through  this 
innovative  program. 


V-oST! 
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Sports 
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Faculty  of 
Phys  Ed  gets 
fiscal 


Don't  let  the  sun  go  down 


BARBARATASSIt 

The  Blues  nordic  ski  team  rounded  off  their  season  at  the  Ontario  University  Association  (OUA)  finals  last 
weekend.  Highlights  include  an  11th  place  finish  in  the  men's  relay,  and  a  37th  place  finish  for  Stephanie 
Reese  in  the  women's  classic.  Head  coach  Mey  von  Moltke-Pao  pointed  out  the  relative  advantzige  of 
competitors  having  access  to  "ski-trails  in  their  backyard,"  an  advantage  that  a  metropoUtan  campus 
clearly  doesn't  have.  But  despite  restrictions  that  limit  training  to  the  dry-land  variety,  Moltke-Pao 
described  the  season  as  "amazing."  Displaying  all  of  the  "physical  and  mental  potenti£il"  integral  to 
the  constitution  of  a  top  team,  Moltke-Pao  suggested  the  future  success  of  the  Blues  nordic  ski  team  is 
contingent  on  the  development  of  the  resources  needed  to  mine  this  talent.  -DENNIS  CHOQUETTE. 


VARSITY  STAFF 


Turns  out  being  a  student  athlete 
can  be  a  rather  costly  endeavour. 
The  average  varsity  athlete  drops 
approximately  $900  of  their  own 
money  during  one  year  of  competi- 
tion, says  the  2004-2005  co-curricu- 
lar  programs,  services  and  facilities 
budget  recently  approved  by  the 
Council  of  Athletics  and  Recreation 
(CAR).  No  small  peanuts  for  repre- 
sentatives of  the  wealthiest  school 
in  Canada. 

Funding  woes  of  this  sort  moved 
Dean  Bruce  Kidd  of  the  Faculty 
of  Physical  Education  and  Health 
(FPEH)  to  speak  out  against  gov- 
ernment cutbacks  at  last  week's 
National  Day  of  Student  Action.  If 
the  recent  budget  is  anything  to  go 
by,  the  FPEH  is  severely  plagued  by 
underfunding — and  not  only  to  Var- 
sity Blues  programs.  Co-curricular 
programs — like  intramurals — and 
facility  services  have  also  been  dealt 
serious  financial  blows  in  the  past 
decade  or  so.  The  lack  of  a  proper 
football  and  soccer  stadium  at  U  of  T 
comes  as  a  result  of  these  cutbacks. 

"Varsity  Stadium  used  to  be  the 
centre  of  U  of  T,  Toronto,  and  Canadi- 
an athletics,"  said  Kidd,  addressing 
the  crowd  at  the  Day  of  Action  rally. 
"But  it  could  no  longer  be  maintained 
because  of  university  underfunding, 
so  we  had  to  tear  it  down." 

Kidd  also  barkened  back  to  a  time 
when  the  provincial  and  federal  gov- 
ernments provided  up  to  35  per  cent 
of  the  funding  for  university  athlet- 
ics and  recreation.  "One  figure  that 
the  former  provost  put  out,"  said 
Kidd,  "was  that  since  1991,  Ontario 
universities  have  lost  49  per  cent  of 


SPORTS  BRIEF 

*  A 


WOMEN'S  SQUASH 
STRIKES  GOLD 

The  U  of  T  women's  squash  team 
are  the  new  toast  of  the  town.  Last 
Saturday,  the  racquet-happy  squad 
took  home  their  second  consecutive 
Ontario  University  Athletics  (OUA) 
title  after  an  exciting  final  at  McMas- 
ter  University.  In  the  semifinals,  the 
women  sunk  the  Western  Mustangs 
5-1,  cruising  easily  into  the  finals 
against  host  team  Mac.  The  Blues 
jumped  out  to  an  early  two  match 
lead  against  the  Marauders,  with 
3-0  wins  for  Pat  Meindl  and  Emily 
Robson.  Mac  proved  stiff  competi- 
tion, however,  and  battled  back 
by  snagging  two  close  victories 
against  U  of  T's  Nathalie  Martinek 
and  Lindsay  Auld.  The  champion- 
ship-determining game  came  down 
to  a  match-up  between  the  Blues' 
no.  1  ranked  Julia  Hamilton  and  her 
McMaster  counterpart.  Hamilton 
came  out  with  an  easy  victory,  and 


government  fundmg.  Combme  this 
loss  with  a  similar  decision  made  by 
the  university's  Governing  Council, 
also  in  the  early  90s,  to  drastically 
decrease  its  funding  of  athletics  and 
recreation,  and  the  result  is  a  crip- 
pled faculty.  "If  provincial  funding 
rose  to  meet  the  national  average," 
said  Kidd,  "not  even  the  highest,  but 
just  the  average,  we  would  see  a  36 
per  cent  increase  in  funding  to  our 
universities." 

To  make  up  the  dwindling  govern- 
ment funds,  the  university  took  a  cre- 
ative approach.  "We've  been  able  to 
address  budget  cuts  and  inflation  by 
taking  in  more  students,"  said  Kidd. 
"We've  crammed  more  students  into 
the  available  space.  The  difficulty  is 
that  it  means  you're  maxed  out — it's 
a  very  difficult  balancing  act." 

And  as  enrollment  numbers 
increase,  so  do  the  names  on  intra- 
mural waiting  lists.  The  CAR  budget 
states  that  about  8,500  students 
participate  in  U  of  T  intramural 
programs,  all  of  which  are  run  by 
the  FPEH.  The  more  popular  sports, 
however,  are  virtually  impossible  to 
join.  There  are  currently  45  teams 
on  the  waiting  list  for  men's  indoor 
soccer. 

For  the  dean,  more  lasting  and  vi- 
able solutions  need  to  be  considered 
— especially  when  it  comes  to  fund- 
ing facilities  such  as  a  new  stadium. 
"In  virtually  every  other  university  in 
Ontario,  students  are  contributing  to 
those  capital  costs  [building  costs], 
through  referendum.  At  the  Univer- 
sity of  Windsor,  students  voted  by  a 
large  majority  that  allowed  them  to 
refurbish  their  stadium."  Kidd  went 
on  to  cite  successful  referendums  at 
both  UTSC  and  UTM  that  approved 
levying  students  to  meet  capital 


was  voted  an  OUA  first-team  all- 
star  along  with  teammates  Lindsay 
Auld  and  Karlene  Headley-Coo- 
per.  Dave  Cooper  was  also  voted 
women's  coach  of  the  year.  The 
men,  too,  served  up  an  impressive 
performance,  taking  home  the  silver 
medal.  Beating  McGill  4-2,  the  men 
came  up  short  against  powerhouse 
Western  in  the  finals.  First-year  Blue 
Sean  Hanna  was  named  an  OUA  sec- 
ond-team all-star. 


COURTESY  OF FPEH 


costs.  Only  in  December,  a  council 
vote  at  the  Erindale  campus  agreed 
to  dinging  students  with  additional 
fees  in  order  to  build  the  new  Health 
and  Wellness  Centre.  A  similar  levy 
proposal  for  a  new  Varsity  Stadium 
was  rejected  by  St.  George  campus 
students  in  2002. 

"Student  groups — the  GSU  [Gradu- 
ate Students  Union]  and  APUS  [Asso- 
ciation of  Part-time  Undergraduate 
Students]  in  particular — continue 
to  believe  that  students  should  not 
contribute  to  the  capital  costs  of 
co-curricular  activities,"  said  Kidd. 
Such  levies,  he  added,  "appear  to 
be  blocked  here  on  the  St.  George 
campus." 

APUS  president  Chris  Ramsaroop 
stands  by  the  refusal  to  levy.  "We 
don't  think  students  should  be 
footing  the  cost,"  he  replied  to  the 
dean's  comments.  "We  believe  that 
the  provincial  government  is  where 
the  money  should  be  coming  from, 
as  well  as  central  administration.  I 
think  it's  kind  of  misleading — we're 
here  to  protect  student  interests,  so 


byMATTMcLEAN 


The  varsity  women's  water  polo  team 
qualified  for  the  Ontario  University 
Association  (OUA)  playoffs  thanks 
to  a  convincing  victory  against  the 
York  University  Lions  last  Thursday 
night. 

In  what  proved  to  be  a  hostile  York 
pool,  the  Lady  Blues  overcame  ev- 
erything and  played  with  the  inten- 
sity required  to  capture  the  victory. 
The  Blues  were  led  by  veteran  play- 
ers Kerry  Mosher  and  Laura  Wens- 
ley,  who  each  scored  three  goals. 

"We  need  to  gel  out  there,  really 
play  our  game,"  said  hole  set  Kirsten 
Saganowski  before  the  match.  The 
team  did  just  that,  thanks  in  large 
part  to  Blues  goalie  Sabina  Avondo 
who  made  key  saves  down  the 
stretch  to  secure  a  victory. 


if  we  pick  up  the  capital  costs,  then 
what's  next?" 

The  next  sticking  point  between 
the  FPEH  and  student  unions  could 
come,  once  again,  over  Varsity 
Stadium.  Should  the  proposed  deal 
with  Maple  Leaf  Sports  and  Enter- 
tainment (MLSE)  chairperson  Larry 
Tannenbaum  to  build  a  new  facility 
go  through,  the  agreement  will  have 
to  be  ratified  by  Governing  Coun- 
cil— an  agreement  that  will  suggest 
hiking  student  fees  to  pay  for  the 
new  playing  ground. 

With  the  increased  fees  will  come 
increased  services,  says  the  dean. 
"The  fees  will  be  higher,  but  remem- 
ber, we  will  have  a  new  facility,"  says 
Kidd.  "And  we  will  be  able  to  provide 
many  more  hours  of  use  to  U  of  T 
students  that  we  couldn't  previously 
or  currently.  Should  we  be  unable  to 
generate  that  revenue,  the  alterna- 
tive would  be  to  not  use  the  facility 
for  as  many  hours  as  planned,  and 
simply  to  rent  out  the  facility  for 
those  hours." 

Kidd  will  have  his  work  cut  out 


The  Blues  scored  the  first  goal 
and  never  looked  back.  Leading  3-1 
after  the  first  quarter,  they  steadily 
built  on  their  lead  over  the  course 
of  the  game.  In  the  fourth  quarter, 
with  the  game  in  hand,  head  coach 
John  Godoy  went  to  his  bench  giving 
his  starters  a  much  deserved  rest,  a 
nice  option  to  have  in  a  game  of  such 
importance. 

The  team  now  moves  on  to  the 
OUA  playoffs  in  Hamilton  this  week- 
end, where  they  will  be  competing 
in  a  round  robin  tournament  against 
three  other  teams — all  of  which  are 
vying  for  the  one  gold  medal  prize. 

A  look  at  the  regular  season  stand- 
ings might  pin  host  McMaster  as 
the  favourites,  but  don't  count  the 
Blues  out.  They're  a  strong  team 
with  veteran  leadership  and  solid 
goaltending. 


convincing  the  student  unions  of  the 
benefits  such  an  increase  will  bring 
to  the  average  student.  "We  have  to 
look  at  the  project,"  says  Ramsaroop 
of  the  stadium  deal.  "We  have  tradi- 
tionally taken  stances  against  these 
increases,  and  I  imagine  we'll  take  a 
similar  stance  this  time." 

For  Ramsaroop  and  APUS,  the 
worry  extends  beyond  increased 
student  fees.  "I  do  have  some  reser- 
vations should  a  public/private  part- 
nership happen  there  on  the  field," 
he  says.  "Certain  aspects  of  our  cam- 
pus are  getting  corporatized.  What 
kind  of  impact  will  this  have  on  our 
campus?  What  kind  of  deals  will  be 
made?  What  kind  of  accountability 
and  transparency  will  we  have?" 

It  is  still  too  early  to  know  what 
will  happen  on  the  empty  Varsity  lot, 
and  in  the  meantime  CAR  will  await 
budget  approval  from  the  Council  on 
Student  Services  (COSS).  Only  then 
will  the  FPEH  be  able  to  address  the 
huge  pent  up  demand,  huge  waiting 
lists,  and  huge  facility  challenges 
that  lie  ahead. 


This  marks  the  first  time  in  several 
years  that  the  Blues  have  qualified 
for  the  OUA  playoffs,  signalling 
marked  improvements  from  last 
year's  0-12  team. 

Godoy,  needless  to  say,  is  optimis- 
tic. "[I'm]  impressed  with  the  deter- 
mination of  this  team.  They  pulled 
together  when  the  chips  were  down 
and  it  really  mattered." 

And  there's  no  doubt  in  Godoy's 
mind  that  the  team  will  be  a  force 
to  be  reckoned  with  this  weekend. 
"I  am  extremely  confident  about  our 
chances  against  Queen's  and  Car- 
leton,  as  we  have  beaten  them  both 
in  the  season.  Once  we  get  through 
them,  we  will  deal  with  McMaster." 

The  Blues  will  play  a  total  of  four 
games  this  weekend  against  the 
teams  from  Queen's,  Carleton  and 
McMaster. 


Women's  waterpolo  head 
toOUA's 


$port$@thevarsity.ca 


Swim  team  looking 
for  the  sweep 


byAMARAGOSSIN 

VARSITY  STAff 


Friday  the  13th  is  rarely  associated 
with  good  luck,  but  that  is  exactly 
what  the  men's  and  women's  swim 
teams  hope  to  encounter  this  week- 
end as  they  compete  in  the  provin- 
cial championships  in  Ottawa.  Then 
again,  luck  may  have  very  little  to  do 
with  it.  "The  University  of  Toronto  is 
used  to  winning,"  claims  head  coach 
Byron  MacDonald,  "when  we  don't 
win,  it's  a  real  upset." 

Although  the  U  of  T  swim  teams' 
historical  records  are  good — the 
men  won  every  year  between  1960 
and  1992  and  finished  second  in  the 
province  last  year,  and  the  women 
are  currently  enjoying  a  four-year 
winning  streak — we  may  not  be 
able  to  expect  that  sort  of  success 
this  year. 

The  way  things  look  now,  the 
women  are  heavy  favourites  this 
weekend.  They  are  not  only  ranked 
first  in  the  province,  they  also  have 
nearly  double  the  points  of  their 
closest  competitor — McMaster. 

The  star  of  the  women's  team  this 
year  is  Jennifer  Porenta,  a  rookie 
recruit  who  is  strongly  favoured 
to  win  all  of  her  upcoming  events. 


However,  Porenta  will  be  going  into 
the  competition  tired  as  she  will 
be  flying  in  to  Ottawa  (and  miss- 
ing the  first  day  of  competition) 
after  competing  at  the  U.S.  National 
Championships  where  she  may  race 
with  the  Canadian  relay  team  that 
hopes  to  qualify  for  the  Olympics 
this  summer. 

On  the  men's  side,  the  picture 
isn't  quite  so  peachy.  Although  they 
are  also  currently  ranked  first  in  the 
province,  their  lead  is  not  nearly 
so  comfortable  as  the  women's. 
They  face  tough  competition  from 
last  year's  champion  McMaster, 
the  championship's  host,  and  from 
up-and-coming  University  of  West- 
ern Ontario.  Moreover,  they  do  not 
have  a  safe-bet  star  like  Porenta  on 
the  team.  Last  year,  Ian  MacLeod 
won  his  event  as  a  rookie,  but  this 
year  he  faces  tougher  competition. 
It  may  come  from  those  close  to 
home,  like  teammate  Nick  Dargus, 
whose  champion  title  MacLeod 
stole  last  year. 

Nevertheless,  both  the  men  and 
women  have  serious  hopes  of  win- 
ning gold  this  weekend.  That'll  mean 
a  five-year  repeat  for  the  women 
and  the  capture  of  the  title  that  the 
men  just  barely  lost  in  2003. 


Double  the  power  of  your  degree 


Work  in  the  Global  Village 


International 
Project  Management 

a  12-month  post-graduate  certificate  program 
in  international  development  at  Number  College 

Now  you  can  study  for  employment  in  the  growing  field  of 
Internatkmai  Development.  Learn  applied  skills  for  writing 
international  project  proposals,  cross-cultural  communications, 
managing  resources  for  overseas  international  development,  and 
more.  The  program  includes  an  8-week  field  placement  or  applied 
research  project  which  may  be  completed  overseas  or  in  North 
America.  Call  (416)  675^22,  ext  3226, 
or  e-mail  pat.meek@huniber.ca 


HUMBER 

The  Business  School 


www.buslness.humber.ca 


STUDENT  TRAVEL  &  BEYOND 


nnope 


bang 


»  New  York. 
»  Las  Vegas. 
»  Calgary.  . 
»  Orlando  . . 


 $188 

....  $278 
.  .  .  $358, 


TiCO  Reg*50010176 


$385 


»  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica  ....  $698 
»  Go  Costa  Rica  9  Day  Tour 

$590  per  person.  S  nights  hotel/guesthouse, 
transportation  included,  experience  the  best  natural 
highlighu  (a  wildlife  refuge  and  a  national  park  and 
beaches  -  no  meals).  Total  of  S1290  including  PVT 
flight/tour  for  9  day/8  nt  package) 

are  per  person  S-jbject  10  change  and 
liability.  Tax  not  included- Restrpcttons  and 

blaciwuts  appty.  ^  ? 


258B  College  Street 
(416)  593.7240 

200  Bloon  St 

(416)  925.5800   

ontine  »  on  the  PHone  »  on  compu/  »  on  the  /treet 


staEEEEII! 


www.statravel.comTI 


THE  CANADIAN  FORCES 
COMMUNICATION  RESERVE 


LA  RESERVE  DES  COMMUNICATIONS 
DES  FORCES  CANADIENNES 


PART-TIME  CAREER 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Be  part  of  our  team  and  take  pride  in  your  career 
In  the  Canadian  Forces  Communication  Reserve,  vi/e: 

•  Specialize  in  information  technology  and  radio  communications 

•  Use  state-of-ttie-art  technology 

•  Work  with  digital  radios,  ground  satellite  terminals,  fibre  optics 
and  cutting-edge  computers 

Take  up  the  challenge  of  working  in  today's 
Communication  Reserve.  Just  look  at  wtiat  we  offer  you! 

•  A  wide  range  of  career  opportunit'es 

•  Practical  hands-on  experience 

•  Help  with  paying  for  your  education 

•  Voluntary  overseas  missions 

709  (Toronto)  Communication 
Regiment  is  now  HIRING. 

Jo!R  us!  Tram  fulki.Tie  in  the  summer,  work  part-time  one  evening 
3  week  and  one  weekend  a  month  during  the  school  year. 
Contact  us  or  come  to  visit  the  Fort  York  Armoury. 
Phone:  416-203-4609,  or  email  709r6cruiting@forces.gc.ca 
www.commres.forces.gc.ca 

STRONG.  PROUD. 
TODAY'S  CANADIAN  FORCES. 


DES  POSSIBILiTES  DE  CARRIERES 
A  TEMPS  PARTIEL 

Partes  partie  de  lequipe  de  la  Reserve  des  communicatiaTS. 
C'est  avec  dignite  et  fierte  que  nous  sommes; 

•  speciaiistes  des  technologies  de  Hnformation  et  de  la  radncommunication 

•  a  la  fine  pointe  de  la  technologie 

•  experts  en  transmission  numeriqtje,  en  terminaux  de  sateltes, 
en  fibre  optique  et  en  informatique 

Reievez  !e  defi  d'une  carnere  au  sein  de  la  Reserve  des  communicatons. 
Nousvousoffrons: 

•  de  nombreuses  possibilites  de  carneres 

•  foccasion  d'apprendre  en  travailbni 

•  de  vous  aider  a  payer  vos  etudes 

•  de  participer  a  titre  volontaire  a  des  missions  a  I'etranger 

709'  Regiment  des  communications, 
Toronto,  recrute  en  ce  moment. 

Soyez  des  notres!  L'ete,  suivez  une  formation  a  temps  plein.  ettravaillez 
a  temps  partiel  —  un  soir  par  semaine  et  une  fin  de  semaine 
par  mois  —  pendant  i'annee  scobire.  Contactez-nous  ou  venez  visiter 
le  manege  militaire  de  Fort  York.  Telephone:  416  203-4609 
ou  courriel  709recrurting@fofce5-gc.c3 
iwAV-commres.forces.gc.ca 

DECOUVREZ  VOS  FORCES 
DANS  LES  FORCES  CANADIENNES. 


Canada 


www  .forces  .gc  xa 


SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED 

Looking  for  men  between  the  ages  of 

18-  38  to  participate  in  a  sperm  donor 
program  ttiat  pays  up  to  $190  weekly. 
CallXYTEXat  416-924-3021. 

MYSTERY  SHOPPERS 

Urgently  wanted.  Fun  &  perfect  for 
student.  Flexible  hours,  excellent  pay, 
PT/FT.  FREE:  Dining,  shopping,  movie, 
video,  travel  &  merchandise.  Call  416- 
202-8844  ext.  8 

SYSTEM  SOUNDBAR 

Is  building  a  team  of  energetic  women 

19-  25  years  old  who  are  into  hip-hop  & 
R&B.  You  must  be  outgoing,  charismatic 
and  posses  your  own  sense  of  style. 
Experience  is  not  necessary,  personality 
is.  interviews  will  be  held  on  Tues.  Feb 
17th  @  117  Peter  St.  between  7-9pm. 

DICTATION  FOR  POETRY 

Student  wanted  to  type  from  dictation. 
Bay/Bloor  area.  Hourly  rate.  Prompt 
response  appreciated.  Please  phone 
416-964-9681. 

BUSINESS  GRADUATE  NEEDED 

To  help  student  research,  write,  and  edit 
different  business  subjects.  Good  pay 
rate.  Details  416-280-6113. 


LARGE  BEACH  DUPLEX  ON  AN 
AMAZING  STREET 

Stunning  2  storey,  2  bedrooms,  2  modern 
baths,  fireplace,  skylights.  &  free  top 
deck.  $1,800  plus  utilities.  Available  mid 
April.  Call  416-690-5100  Dianne  Chaput. 

HIGH  PARK 

Clean  quiet  second  floor  front  room. 
Seven  subway  stops  west  of  campus,  suit 
graduate  student.  Phone  416-315-0779. 


SINGLE  ROOM  ACCOMMODATIONS 
AVAILABLE 

Close  to  corner  of  University  and  Elm. 
Tours  are  available.  Floors  are  accompa- 
nied by  laundry  facilities,  kitchenettes, 
and  full  bathrooms.  Please  call  Martin 
at  416-595-9810. 

STYLISH  STUDENT  ACCOMMODATION 

At  centrally  located  Toronto  Hotel. 
Unique,  modern,  fully  furnished  accom- 
modations, incl.  'phone,  TV/cable, 
high-speed  DSL  internet  access.  24  hr. 
security.  Sept.-Apr.housing.  (No  12  mth. 
commitment  req'd).  Rates  from:  $725.00 
per  mth.  Tours  avail.  Mon.  -  Fri.  9:00 
am  -  5:00  pm.  Ill  Carlton  Street.  Call 
Joseph:  416-977-8000. 


UTERN 

University  of  Toronto  Environmental 
Resource  Network  would  like  to 
give  your  group  money  for  environ- 
mental projects  on  campus.  Contact 
utern.admin@utoronto.ca  or  http: 
//utern.sa.utoronto.ca  for  details. 

U  OF  T  BEST  BUDDIES  VALENTINE'S 
SALE 

Come  for  baked  goodies,  candy,  and 
information  regarding  Best  Buddies 
Chapter.  Thursday  February'  12th  to 
February  13th,  10am-2pm  in  Sidney 
Smith  Lobby. 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor.  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 


ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies.  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessay@bellnet.ca 

ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr. 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  -i-. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  1  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  ~ 

Explore  avenues  of  greater  self-aware- 
ness, personal  well-being  and  enhanced 
productivity.  Flexible  fee  scale.  Toronto 
trained.  Dana  Carciumaru.  M.A., 
O.A.C.C.PP  Tel;  416-457-1878. 


COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C.  C-I-I-,  VB  and  Data  Structures. 
Tutoring,  Exam  Review,  Programming 
Lessons.  Ed  416-785-5115  students 
@cstutoring.com 

GET  HELP  NOW 

Tutor,  35  vears'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  133,135,136.  235,  CHM  138, 139, 
247,  PHYS  110,  STATS  221,  ECO  220.  Past 
tests  and  exams  with  solutions  available 
for  practice  (416)  785- 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 
issue-Monday  noon.  Enquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


12    Thursday,  February  12, 2004 


The  Varsity 


AHENTION  ALL  FULL  TIME  UNDERGRADUATE  STUDENTS 


The  Students*  AdrninistratiYe  Council  (SAC)  Spring  Genera!  Elections  have  been  called. 


Interested  Candidates  should  take 


note  of  the  following  dates: 

Nomination  Period: 

Tuesday  February  24,  2004  to  Friday  February  27,  2004  at  5pm 

Mandatory  All-Candidates  Meeting:  Friday  Feb  27, 2004  at  7pm 

Campaign  Period  Begins:  Monday,  March  1,  2004  at  noon 

Campaign  Pferiod  Ends:  Thursday,  March  18  at  5pm 

Voting  Pferiod  Begins:  Tuesday,  March  16 

Voting  Period  Ends:  Thursday,  March  18  until  5pm 

Announcement  of  Results:  Thursday,  March  18  -  7:30pm 

Voting  occurs  on  ROSI  www.rosi.utoronto.ca 
during  tiie  voting  days** 

Note:  the  number  of  seats  available  in  each  constituency  is  subject  to  change 

^  ^  SiMS^IUlLf  Execytivell  seatea. 

President      VP  Operations  VP  University  Affairs 
VP  Equity      VP  External  VP  Student  Life 

VP  UTM 


Nomination  Forms  will  be  available  on  the  SAC  website 
www.sac.utoronto.ca  or  at  the  SAC  office 

12  Hart  House  Circle,  SAC-UTSC  office  Room  R-302  Bladen 
Building,  and  the  SAC-UTM  office  Room  131.  UTM  Student 
Center. 


*  NOTE  that  due  to  Nursing  Reading  Week,  the  Faculty  of 
Nursin£Seat  lias  a  different  nomjnation  and  campaign  period 


Board  of  Directors: 

Innis  College  1 
St.  Michael's  College  3 
Woodsworth  College  3 
University  College  3 
Faculty  of  Dentistry  1 
Faculty  of  Pharmacy  1 
Faculty  of  Nursing*  1 
Faculty  of  Phys  Ed  ft  Health  1 
Faculty  of  Applied  Science 


Trinity  College  1 

Victoria  College  3 

New  College  3 

Erindale  College  (UTM)  6 

Faculty  of  Music  1 

Faculty  of  Medicine  1 

Faculty  of  Law  1 
Toronto  School  of  Theology  1 

Et  Engineering  3 


Nominations  start:  Thursday  February  19  2004 
Nominations  End:  Tuesday  March  2,  2004  at  5pm 
Mandatory  All  Candidates  Meeting  for  Nursing  Seat: 

March  2,  2004  at  6pm 

Campaign  Period  starts:  Wednesday  March  3  at  9am 
Campaign  Period  ends:  Thursday  March  18th  2004  at  5pm 

Voting  Days:  IVIarcli  16-IVIarcli  18tli  at  SPD/l  on  ROSI 


^  **  NOTE  that  due  to  Medicine  Reading  Week  Advance 
^  Polling  Stations  will  be  held  in  Medicine 

IVIarcli  10-March  12  9am-6pm 


For  more  Information,  please  check  the  SAC  website  or  contact  Howard  Tam, 
Elections  Committee  Chair  416-978-4911  ext.  230  or  vpua@sac.iitoronto.ca 


HART 
HOUSE 
THEATRE 


M    Unmrsity  cf  Tcwntc  ■  /  ^ 


Friday 

IMSL  


Feb  27 


7:00pm 


Saturday  Feb  28 

7:00prri 

Super  S'-Ring  Circus 

Showcase  of  super  8  movies,  by  selected  U  of  T  artists 
with  music  by  i's 'Open  &  GUH 

foiiowed  by 


Ron  Mann's 

6RASS 

Narrated  by 

Wood 


U  of  T  Film  Festival  is  proudly  supported  by: 


Pillar  Sponsor  of 
GREAT  TE.^IS 
LARGE  AND  SMALL 
The  Universiw  of  Toronto 


Varsity 


MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  23, 2004 


Bad 
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medicine 

Hospital  employee  gropes  and  kisses  grad 
student — but  gets  just  one  day  suspension 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Loralyn  Benoit  refuses  to  be  silent.  De- 
spite going  through  a  very  troubling 
sexual  harassment  case,  she  decided 
to  speak  out  so  that  other  women  will 
feel  that  they  too  can  come  forward. 
Most  troubling  however,  is  that  Ben- 
oit, a  fourth-year  PhD  Immunology 
student  working  out  of  Princess  Mar- 
garet Hospital,  was  put  through  the 
wringer  by  her  employers  during  the 
ordeal. 

"When  the  touching  started,  I  felt  awk- 
ward," says  Benoit.  While  in  her  third 
year  of  study,  Benoit  was  in  constant 
contact  with  a  hospital  employee  not 
associated  with  U  of  T.  Benoit  says 
that  he  would  pull  her  next  to  body, 
kiss  her  or  fondle  her  buttocks  and 
thighs,  sometimes  in  front  of  other 
students  or  staff  members. 

After  telling  him  several  times  that 
she  did  not  appreciate  the  behaviour, 
she  threatened  to  report  him,  and 
for  awhile,  the  harassment  stopped. 
Within  a  month,  however,  the  groping 
started  again,  along  with  harassing 
phone  calls,  and  in  February  of  last 
year,  Benoit  reported  the  employee 
to  the  University  Health  Network's 
Human  Resources  department.  The 
UHN  represents  Princess  Margaret, 
Toronto  Western  and  Toronto  General 
hospitals. 

"That  was  when  everything  went 
from  bad  to  fucking  bad,"  says  Benoit. 

After  waiting  a  month,  Benoit  finally 
met  with  Jacqueline  Silvera,  manager 
of  workplace  diversity  for  the  UHN. 
In  March,  a  lengthy  informal  process 
was  initiated  to  deal  with  the  matter. 
Despite  the  fact  that  the  harasser  ad- 


mitted to  the  behaviour,  he  continued 
to  work  at  the  hospital.  Benoit  was 
crushed.  "I  had  done  everything  the 
right  way,"  she  says. 

At  this  point,  Benoit  had  a  nervous 
breakdown,  and  was  hospitalized  on 
May  23.  A  month  after  she  returned, 
she  was  sent  to  the  Occupational 
Health  department  because  the 
harasser's  supervisor.  Dr.  Christopher 
Paige,  thought  she  had  lost  too  much 
weight  and  would  be  a  work  liability. 
Benoit  passed  the  physical,  but  claims 
the  whole  ordeal  was  a  way  of  silenc- 
ing her,  as  she  was  to  meet  with  UHN 
CEO  Tom  Closson  two  days  after. 

Nonetheless,  in  August,  a  formal 
investigation  was  launched,  and  Ben- 
oit assumed  the  worst  was  behind 
her  "He  had  written  an  admission. 
It's  a  black  and  white  case,"  she  says. 
Indeed,  in  a  copy  of  the  apology 
obtained  by  The  Varsity  and  signed 
by  the  harasser,  he  admits  that  "1  do 
understand  that  some  of  my  actions  in 
the  past  have  offended  you"  and  that 
"[Benoit]  interpreted  my  actions  as 
inappropriate." 

When  asked  to  respond  to  this,  the 
harasser  told  The  Varsity  "I  am  not 
discussing  this  matter  at  all." 

In  September,  Benoit  was  told  Dr. 
Paige  was  chosen  to  take  the  leader- 
ship position  for  the  case.  Seeing  as 
Dr.  Paige  was  the  harasser's  supervi- 
sor, Benoit  felt  this  was  a  conflict  of 
interest.  Benoit  claims  that  during  the 
investigation,  she  was  asked  for  her 
sexual  history,  including  a  list  of  past 
partners.  "[The  investigator]  asked  all 
about  my  sex  life,  which  I  found  very 
inappropriate,"  says  Benoit.  Attempts 
to  contact  Dr  Paige  were  forwarded  to 
the  UHN's  public  affairs  department. 


Loralyn  Benoit  stands  in  front  of  Princess  Margaret  Hospital. 


who  told  The  Varsity  the  doctor  could 
not  comment  on  the  case. 

In  November,  Benoit  was  told  by 
Silvera  that  the  interim  report  con- 
tained "no  corroborating  evidence" 
to  support  her  case,  despite  the  fact 
that  Benoit  had  several  witnesses.  "1 


had  everyone  come  forward,"  stresses 
Benoit,  who  says  her  witnesses  were 
not  even  interviewed  during  the  inves- 
tigation until  she  contacted  U  of  T  Fac- 
ulty of  Medicine  Dean  David  Naylor. 
Along  with  having  the  witnesses  actu- 
ally interviewed,  Benoit  asked  that  the 


portion  of  the  report  regarding  her 
sexual  history  be  taken  out. 

A  second  report  came  out,  and 
this  time  Benoit  was  briefed  by  VP 
Human  Resources  Emma  Pavlov.  In 

See  I  H  \  on  page  5 


Status  of  Women  office  celebrate  120  years  of  females  at  U  of  T 


ANTHONY  HEMPELL 

Status  of  Women  officer  Connie  Guberman  stands  outside  of  Hart 
House,  which  was  off-limits  for  females  until  1972. 


byBRONWYNKIENAPPLE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


When  Abby  Hoffman  tried  to  enter 
Hart  House  in  1966  she  was  promptly 
thrown  out.  Her  crime?  She  was  a 
woman  trying  to  enter  what  was  then 
the  sole  domain  of  men.  Hart  House 
did  not  open  its  doors  to  women  until 
1972.  To  celebrate  how  far  we've  come, 
the  Status  of  Women  office  is  holding 
events  in  honour  of  the  120"'  anniver- 
sary of  women  at  U  of  T. 

The  celebration  is  to  run  from  Feb. 
23-March  13.  Events  are  to  be  held 
by  a  variety  of  U  of  T  groups.  These 
include  women-only  hours  at  the 


Flex  your 
screen 


Athletic  Centre,  free  heart  clinics,  a 
cooking  class  at  the  Women's  Centre, 
a  reading  by  novelist  Barbcira  Gowdy 
at  UTSC,  a  women's  historical  tour  of 
the  St.  George  Campus,  cabaret  and 
a  lecture  series  featuring  outstanding 
women  scholars  at  U  of  T. 

In  organizing  the  event,  the  Status  of 
Women  office  aimed  to  represent  a  va- 
riety of  interests.  "Women's  issues  are 
not  in  one  area  alone,"  said  Status  of 
Women  officer  Connie  Guberman.  "We 
want  women  in  all  their  diversity  to  be 
represented." 

U  of  T  opened  its  doors  in  1827. 
Women  did  not  gain  entrance  until 
1877  and  then  only  to  Victoria  College. 


Ballet 
fever 


Despite  this  opportunity,  women  still 
encountered  many  barriers  within  the 
university. 

As  graduate  studies  in  the  arts 
weren't  common,  most  women  turned 
to  the  sciences  for  further  education. 
Having  their  work  taken  seriously 
was  another  matter.  One  woman  who 
graduated  with  a  Ph.D.  in  Chemistry 
in  1903  couldn't  find  a  job  in  her  field. 
She  was  instead  ushered  into  a  teach- 
ing position  in  Household  Sciences,  a 
euphemism  for  home  economics. 

Another  example  of  discrimination 
came  in  1931.  The  provincial  govern- 

See  IF07¥£'A  onpage3 
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2004-05  ELECTION  RESULTS  -  SEE  AD  THIS  ISSUE 

Monday,  February  23 

Amateur  Radio  General  Meeting  -  "Morse  Code  -  The  First  Digital  iViode",  6pm 

in  the  South  Dining  Room.  Light  Refreshments.  Ali  welcome, 

EZ  Bridge  Lessons  -  6:30pm  in  the  Debates  Room.  New  members  welcome. 

Wednesday,  February  25 

Social  Justice  Networidng  Breal(fast  "What  is  Social  Justice?  Where  is  It 
Needed?  How  Do  We  Achieve  it?"  Discussion  featuring  Dr.  Leslie  Jermyn, 
9-1 1am  in  the  Debates  Room.  Free  fair  trade  coffee  and  breakfast. 
http://socialjustice.sa.utoronto.ca 

Formal  Debate-  "Be  it  Resolved  That  Women  Have  No  Place  in  Hart  House". 
Historical  debate  set  in  1972.  Part  of  Uoff's  Challenge  and  Change:120  Years  of 
Great  Women  at  the  University  of  Toronto.  Features  Warden,  Margaret  Hancock, 
as  guest  speaker.  7:30pm  in  the  Debates  Room.  Free.  All  welcome. 
WRITuals:  The  Literary  Cafe  -  fvlonthly  poetry  reading  and  open  stage,  8:30pm 
in  the  Arbor  Room.  Licensed.  No  cover.  All  welcome. 

Thursday,  February  26 

Open  Stage- Ml  artists  welcome.  8:30pm  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Sign  up  at  7:30pm. 
Licensed.  No  cover.  Ali  welcome. 

Thursday  Night  Theatre  Sessions  -  Drama  Workshop,  "Drama  in  Education", 
director  Andrew  Lamb,  7pm,  South  Dining  Room.  $5. 


Friday,  February  27 


Black  History  Month  -  F\\m  Screening  "Amandia:  A  Revolution  in  Four-Part 
Harmony",  7pm,  InnisTown  Hall,  innis  College. 

Jazz  at  Oscar's  -  Andrea  Kuzmich,  9pm  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Licensed.  No  cover. 
All  welcome. 


Saturday,  February  28 


Film  Board  Workshop  -  "Screenwriting",  I0am-5pm.  $25  members. 

Hart  House  Chorus  Black  Tie  Cocktail  Party-  7:30pm  in  the  Debates  Room. 

$20  in  advance  $25  at  the  door.  416.978.6315 


Sunday,  February  29 


Drama  Society  Open  Play  Reading  -  "The  Trojan  Women"  (translated  by 
Gwendolyn  MacEwan),  2:30-5:30pm,  South  Dining  Room.  Free.  Play  Readings 
continue  the  last  Sunday  of  every  month. 

UPCOMING 

Camera  Club  82nd  Annual  Photographic  Competition  -  CLOSES  THIS  WEEK! 

Deadline:!  1 :30pm  Thurs.  Mar.  4.  Prizes.  Entry  forms  available  in  the  poster  rack  in 

the  rotunda  of  Hart  House,  Open  to  Hart  House  members.  Exhibition  opens  Mar.11.' 

Hart  House  Art  Competition -Deatilm,  iVlar.  5  and  6, 2004  {See  entry  form  for 

rules  and  times,) -Prizes:  $400,  $325,  $275.  Exhibition  Dates:  Mar.  11 -Apr.  8.  Open 

to  UofT  students  and  Hart  House  members.  416.978.8398 

Camera  Club  Classes-  "More  About  Imaging",  1  -4pm,  Wed.  Mar.  24  at  Robarts 

Library.  $25.  Register  on-line  at 

www.utoronto.ca/cat/whatson/computerlab_workshops/gr.html 

"Silver  Gelatin  Workshop",  1 2noon-5pm,  Mar.  5, 6,  and  9am-6pm,  Mar.  7.  $80,  . 

Info  sheet  and  sign  up  at  the  Hall  Porter's  Desk. 

ART  41 6:978.8398 

The  Justina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery-  "Infinite  Transitions",  a  sculptural  installation 
by  Ryszard  Litwiniuk.  Runs  to  Mar.  4. 

The  Arbor  Room  -  Noor  Mohammed  "Water  Forms".  Runs  to  Mar.  14. 

ATHLETICS  416.978.2447 

Space  still  available  in  Session  II  Golf  &  Squash  Classes. 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  Office:  416.978.8668 

vw/w.harttiousetheatre.ca 
VJ.B.E.  Visions  in  the  Black  Experience,  From  Oppression  to  Revolution  Towards 
Liberation.  Tue..  Feb.  24. 8pm.  $10/students/$l2  adults. 
The  3rd  annual  University  of  Toronto  Film  Festival  is  a  veritable  feast  of  film  and 
video  at  U  of  T,  showcasing  work  by  alumni  &  students,  faculty  &  staff.  This  year's 
Festival  features  screenings  of  Warren  Miller's  JOURNEY  and  Ron  Mann's  GRASS. 
Thurs,  Feb  26  to  Sat,  Feb  28  @  7pm  -  Tickets  $10/88  students  &  seniors 
(Thurs,  Feb  26  only  is  FREE  Hart  House  Film  Board  Gala  Screening) 
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Hart  House  celebrates  120  years 
of  Great  Women  at  the  University 
of  Toronto 
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Varsity 
Masthead 
Elections 


Elections  for  The  Varsity 
2004-2005  masthead  will 
take  place  in  the  third 
week  of  March. 

Interested  candidates 
must  send  an  email  to 
ceo@thevarsity.ca  by  5 
p.m.  Saturday,  Febru- 
ary 28,  2004  with  their 
name,  student  number, 
and  the  position  they 
wish  to  run  for. 

The  available  positions 
are: 

•  Editor-in-Chief 

•  News  Editor 

•  Opinions  Editor 

•  Photo  Editor 

•  Review  Editor 

•  Science  Editor 

•  Sports  Editor 

You  must  be  a  current  U 
of  T  student  or  Varsity 
Editor  in  order  to  run  for 
a  position. 

In  addition,  for  all  posi- 
tions except  Editor-in- 
Chief,  you  must  be  a 
Varsity  staff  member 
(having  made  at  least  six 
contributions  to  The  Var- 
sity since  May  15,  2003) 
in  order  to  be  eligible  to 
run. 

Elections  for  Editor- 
in-Chief  will  take  place 
on  Tuesday,  March  16, 
2004.  Elections  for  all 
other  positions  will  take 
place  on  Friday,  March 
19,  2004.  The  elections 
will  be  held  at  the  Varsity 
office,  21  Sussex  Avenue, 
Suite  212.  You  must  be  a 
Varsity  staff  member  in 
order  to  vote. 
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ON  THE  STREET 


Interviews  and  photographs  by  LILY  WONG 

What  did  you  do  during 
reading  week? 


"Caught  up  on  my  beauty  rest." 

-Daniel  Lee 

3rd  year  Dentistry 


"Work" 

-Glenn  Walker 

4  th  year  History /Math 


"Cuba.  Si!" 
-Jack  Shaw 

3rd  year  Computer  Engineering 


"Tried  to  catch  up  on  ail  the 
sleep  and  work  that  I've  ne- 
glected since  January-  and  failed 
miserably  in  both  respects." 


-Vivian  Ng 

3rd  year  Pharmacy 


"Reading  week?  I  didn't  have  a 
reading  week!" 

-Mark  Stone 

1st  year  Medicine 


HOT  YOGA 

Bikram  Yoga  Method 


720  Spadina  Ave. 
Suite  306 

416-961-9530 

Classes  Daily 

www.hotyoga.ca 


INTRODUCTORY  I 
4L.\M   WEEK  SPECIAL  ^ 


WWW. 

"Because  Practice  Without  Approach  Is  Hazardous." 

For  a  legal  problem  you  want  a  lawyer. 
For  an  LSAT  book  you  want  the  finest  author. 
For  an  LSAT  PREP  Course  you  want  the  finest  teacher. 
Only  prep.com  offers  all  three! 

This  spring  and  summer  John  Richardson,  BA.,  LLB,  J.D.  author  of 
Mastering  the  LSATan6  Law  School  Bound  will  for  the  23'" 
consacutlve  year  PERSONALLY  teach  Ns  LIVE  program  on  the  U  of  T 
campus.  The  Mastering  The  LSAT  program  begins  May  8  and  May  t5. 
Weekend  Prep  starts^May  8,  May  15,  May  29  &  June  4. 


To  suscribe  to  the  Law  School  Bound 
email  newsletter,  email:  lawnews@prep.com 


Hart  House  university  of  Toronto 


7  Hart  House  Circle.  Toronto  M5S  3H3,  Ontario 
Phone:4 1 6,978.2452  www.harthouse.utoronto.ca 


^  GMAT  <  MCAT  -  GRE 

(416)  410-PREP  -  learn@prep.com  -  www.prep.com 
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Timeline:  A  history 
of  women  at  U  of  T 


1877:  Women  admitted  into  U  of  T 
for  the  first  time.  Before  tfiis,  women 
could  take  exams  at  ttie  university 
but  ttiey  couldn't  go  to  classes.  Bar- 
bara Foote  is  tfie  first  woman  to  enter 
Arts  classes  at  Victoria  College. 

1880:  Nellie  Greenwood  is  the  first 
woman  to  enter  the  undergrad  sci- 
ence program  at  Vic. 

1883:  Women  are  refused  entry  to 
University  College  after  eleven  wom- 
en attempt  to  apply.  The  next  year, 
women  are  finally  admitted. 

1886:  A  residence  for  women,  St. 
Hilda's  College  at  Trinity,  opens. 

1893:  Women  are  allowed  to  study 
law  and  become  lawyers.  Clara  Brett 
Martin  is  the  first  woman  to  gain 
entry  to  U  of  T  Law  School.  The  first 
certified  female  dentist  also  gradu- 
ates from  U  of  T  Dentistry. 

1905:  Women  first  admitted  into 
the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

1907:  The  first  female  Associate 
Professors,  Anne  Laird  and .  Clara 
Cynthia  Benson,  are  appointed. 

1911:  A  woman  is  elected  for  the 
first  time  to  the  U  of  T  Senate. 


1919:  Hart  House  opens,  but  it  is 
only  open  to  male  staff  and  students. 

1920:  The  first  Dean  of  Women, 
Margaret  Addison,  is  appointed  at 
Vic. 

The  female  Associate  Professors 
are  granted  the  title  of  Professor. 

1930:  First  woman  to  receive  a  PhD 
in  math,  the  third  in  Canada. 

1952:  Coed  classes  are  held  for  the 
first  time  at  St.  Mike's. 

1966:  Abby  Hoffman  tries  to  enter 
Hart  House  to  use  its  athletic  facili- 
ties and  is  thrown  out.  Hoffman  later 
became  an  Olympic  athlete. 

1972:  Women  are  admitted  to  Hart 
House. 

1973:  Salaries  of  women  employees 
are  reviewed  by  the  Provost's  Com- 
mittee. Raises  ranging  from  $500  to 
$5000  are  handed  out. 

1976:  An  equal  opportunity  policy 
is  implemented  by  the  Governing 
Council. 

1986:  Professor  Alexandra  John- 
ston becomes  the  first  female  Prin- 
cipal of  a  downtown  college.  She  be- 
comes the  head  of  Victoria  College. 


"Whites  only" 
scholarship  raises 
eyebrows  at  Rhode 
Island  school 

A  controversial  "whites  only"  scholar- 
ship has  put  a  Rhode  Island  university 
on  the  map  for  all  the  wrong  reasons. 

The  College  Republicans,  a  student 
group  at  Roger  Williams  University 
in  Bristol,  Rhode  Island,  offered  the 
$250  scholarship  as  a  "parody"  of 
other  bursaries  aimed  specifically  at 
ethnic  minorities.  The  application  for 
the  scholarship  included  requests  for 
a  photo  to  "confirm  whiteness,"  and 
that  "Evidence  of  bleaching  will  result 
in  disqualification." 

The  winner  of  the  scholarship, 
Adam  Noska,  decided  to  donate  his 
money  to  a  relief  fund  for  victims  of  a 
night  club  fire  that  happened  in  Rhode 
Island  last  year. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  the  College 
Republicans  have  made  headlines, 
however. 

Also  this  month,  the  group  brought 
in  anti-affirmative  action  speaker  Reg- 
inald Jones  to  speak  during  Black  His- 
tory Month,  and  accused  the  annual 
celebration  of  promoting  socialism. 
-RYAN  KENNEDY 


11 '()  IZ/fA  :    Continued  from  page  I 

ment  began  an  investigation  to  iden- 
tify how  many  married  women  were 
employed  by  U  of  T.  The  report  was 
intended  to  see  if  these  women  were 
taking  jobs  from  men. 

Since  that  time,  advances  have  been 
made.  In  1984  only  13.6  per  cent  of 
women  were  professors  while  in  2004 
that  number  had  increased  to  28  per 
cent.  Women  have  also  made  progress 
in  such  formerly  male-only  programs 
such  as  engineering  and  physics. 
More  research  has  been  dedicated  to 
women,  including  gender  studies  and 
in  science. 

While  these  steps  are  important,  Gu- 
berman  pointed  out  that  the  anniver- 
Scuy  should  also  serve  as  a  reminder 
that  more  work  needs  to  be  done. 
"We've  made  incredible  progress  at 
U  of  T.  Fifty-seven  per  cent  of  under- 
graduates are  women,"  said  Guber- 
man.  "But  people  think  that  because 


the  numbers  are  high,  women  have 
reached  equality." 

Women  still  face  disadvantages  in 
society  at  large.  Cultural  challenges 
exist.  It  also  takes  longer  for  women 
to  pay  off  their  university  loans,  partly 
because  a  larger  proportion  of  part- 
time  workers  are  female. 

"Women  do  have  access  to  the  same 
opportunities  [at  U  of  T]  but  because 
of  socialization  there  are  barriers  still 


in  life,"  said  Guberman.  "There  is  no 
overt  discrimination  but  we  do  have  to 
live  with  a  legacy  of  inequality." 

Guberman  hopes  that  the  timing  of 
the  anniversary,  on  the  heels  of  U  of  T's 
175"'  anniversary,  will  be  opportune  in 
sparking  awareness.  "It  seemed  like  an 
important  moment  in  U  of  T  history," 
she  said.  "We  have  been  committed  to 
equity.  Now  is  the  time  when  there  is 
so  much  potential  for  change." 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

EmpMc  Help  with  pur  Personal  Concerns 
Moderate  Fees  •  Day/Evening/Weekend  Appointments 
ROGER  SPALDING 

204  ST.  GEORGE  STREET 

416.323.3425 


A  great  Bookstore,.,  and  so  much  more! 


An  exceptional  gift  for 
a  remarkable  accomplishment 


Buy  Your  Ring  Now  and      ^  j 
You'll  Save  10% 


Ring  Days  at  U  of  T: 


St.  George:  11:00am  to  3:00pm/Tues  Feb  24th  to  Thurs  Feb  26th 
Sidney  Smith  lobby  (100  St.  George  Street) 
UIM:  1 1 :00am  to  2:30pm/Tues  IVlar  2nd  to  Fri  Mar  5th 
Outside  the  UTM  Bookstore 

UTSC:  1 1 :00am  to  2:30pm/Tues  Mar  2nd  to  Fri  Mar  5th 
The  Meeting  Place 

St.  George:  11:00am  to  3:00pm/Wed  Mar  10th  to  Fri  Mar  12th 
Sidney  Smith  lobby  (100)  St.  George  Street) 


_IMT, 


k 
ore 


Quality  JOSTENS  graduation  rings 
are  custom  made  to  your  order! 


jostens 
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CHANCELLOR 

JACKMAN 

"^PROGRAM  FOR  THE  ARTS 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  PRESENTS 


(RE)VISUAUZING  NATIONAL  HISTORY 

Museology  and  National  Identities  in  Europe 
in  the  New  Millennium 


MARCH  3-5.  2004 

Munk  Centre  for 
International  Studies 
I  Devonshire  Place 


Co-sponsorcd  and  organized  by  U  of 
in  cooperation  with  the  Museum  Stui 
For  more  inrormation:  call  (4 1 6)  946- 
WWW.ARTSANDSCIENCE 


MUSEUMS,  VIEWING  AND 
MEMORY  IN  EUROPE  TODAY 

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  3.  5  PM 

Mieke  Bal,  Professor  crfTheoT7  and  Uterature,  Untversity  of  Amsterdam. 
The  renowned  cokuraJ  theorist  and  expert  on  representatran  wilt 
deliver  a  public  lecture  about  exhibftion  as  film. 

CONSTRUCTING  ABORIGINAL  SPACE  IN 
CANADA  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  4,  S  PM 

Jolene  Rickard,  Associate  Professor  of  Wiotography  and  Arc  History. 
State  University  of  New  York  and  Ruth  Phillips,  Canada  Research 
Chair  and  Professor  of  Art  History,  CarJeton  Universrty.Two  leading 
spedatists  will  share  the  podium  in  a  public  discussion  on  the  represen- 
tation of  Aboriginal  identity  in  North  American  museums. 

THREE-DAY  INTERNATIONAL  SYMPOSIUM 

These  public  events  are  part  of  a  three-day  interdisciplinary  conference 
and  symposium  bringing  together  scholars,  curators  and  museum  specialists 
from  Europe  and  North  America. The  confierence.  held  at  the  Munk  Centre 
for  International  Studies,  will  address  the  representation  of  history  and 
national  identity  in  museums  in  a  shifting  political  and  cultural  tandscape. 


GREAT  MINDS  AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO: 

THE  UNIVERSITY  PROFESSOR 

LECTURE  SERIES 


Cosmic  Sound  From 
the  First  Light:  Measuring 
the  Parameters  of 
Our  Universe 

RICHARD  BOND 

University  Professor 
Canadian  Institute  for 
Theoretical  Astrophysics, 
Department  of  Astronomy 
and  Astrophysics  and 
Department  of  Physics 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 

March  3. 2004  7  pm 

Shoppers  Drug  Mart  Auditorium 
Room  108.  Koffler  Institute 
for  Pharmacy  Management 
569  Spadina  Avenue 


ARTS& 
SCIENCE 

UNrVERS'.TY 
./"TORONTO 


For  more  information  please  call  (416)  946-5937, 
e-mai!  event5@artsci.utoronto.ca 
or  visit  www.artsandscience.utoronto.ca 

The  University  Professor  Lecture  Senes  is  presented  by 
the  Giobai  KnowSedge  Foundation,  arrd  sponsored  by 
the  FacuScy  of  Arts  and  Science  and  die  Elderwoad  Foundanon. 


GLOBAL 

KNOWLEDGE 
FOUNDATION 


University  of  Toronto  Booiistore 

214  College  St.,  Toronto 
(416)  978-7919  for  more  information 

www.uoftbookstore.com 


I  have  been  at  U  of  T  for  1 1  years,  both  as  a  student  and  an  active 
staff  member,  sitting  on  numerous  councils  and  committees. 
My  hope  is  to  represent  staff  on  Governing  Council  and  assist 
them,  students  and  the  University  of  Toronto  to  be  the  best  in 
the  world  (ballots  will  be  mailed  to  all  staff  Feb.  16th). 


■AVID  WRIGHT 


David  Wright  will 
look  out  for 
your  concerns 

•  employment  policies 

•  budgets 

•  capital  expansion 

•  fund  raising 

•  research  policies 

•  student  life 
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H&R  BLOCK 


•Restfinions  apply.  Students  who  qualify  murt  be  Mull  time* 
with  attendance  of  four  or  more  months  at  a  university  or  college 
Offer  expires  soon  and  is  good  only  at  participating  offices. 
See  office  for  details 


Mini-Subscription  Package 

FACULTY  OF  MUSIC  CHAMBER  MUSIC  SERIES 

Enjoy  three  great  chamber  music  concerts  for 
die  price  of  l"vvo!  Special  package  price  only 
$42  adults,  $22  seniors/students. 


St.  Lawrence  String 
Quartet 


Monday,  March  1,  2004.  7  pm.  Walter  Hall 

The  Juno  awarcl-wiiining  ensemble  performs  the 
world  premiere  of  Mark  Applebaum's  ^Ofor  string 
quartet,  and  music  of  Samuel  Barber  &  Felix 
Mendelssohn . 


Sensational  Six 


Monday,  March  15,  2004.  7  pm.  Walter  Hall 

Maik  Fewer,  Erika  Raum,  Doughs  McNabncy,  Scott 
St.  John,  Ptonian  Borys,  Simon  Fryer  collaborate  in 
an  evening  of  sextets  by  Beethoven,  Korngold  & 
Brahms. 


Eastman  Brass  Quintet* 

Monday,  March  29,  2004.  7  pm.  Walter  Hall 

The  acclaimed  American  brass  i]uinter  performs 
music  by  William  Wallond,  Verne  Reynolds, 
Mendelssohn  and  Enrique  Crcsp<j 

^The  Eastman  Brass  Quintet  replaces  Trio  Caciis- 
Cazalet-Becquet  as  the  2004  Wilnm  and  Clifford 
Smith  Visitors  in  Music 


TO  SUBSCRIBF,  VISIT  THE  FACULTY  BOX  OFFICE 
IN  THE  EDWARD  JOHNSON  BUILDING  OR  CALL 

416-978-3744 


Budget  woes  corner  Phys.  Ed,  Hart  House 


byFEONCHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Two  large  institutions  are  looking  for 
ways  to  make  up  for  financial  short- 
falls, and  students  are  going  to  end  up 
paying  for  it. 

In  a  recent  memorandum  from 
the  Faculty  of  Physical  Education 
and  Health,  the  faculty  calls  for  new 
sources  of  revenue  to  fund  many  of  its 
"maxed  out"  programs,  replace  out- 
of-date  equipment  and  services  and 
to  solve  the  shortage  of  facility  time 
for  intramurals. 

Moreover,  the  report  states,  "On- 
tario's persistent  under-funding  of  its 
public  education  system,  including  its 
colleges  and  universities,  is  extremely 
foolish  and  harmful,  which  only  cheats 
its  citizens... [it]  is  essential  that  the 
Ontario  government  restore  capital 
funding  for  co-curricular  learning  and 
healthy  physical  activity." 

Currently,  both  the  Ontario  gov- 
ernment and  U  of  T  do  not  provide 
funding  for  co-curricular  athletics. 
In  fact,  co-curricular  athletics  are 
not  even  part  of  U  of  T's  operating 
budget.  Howard  Tam,  Vice  President 
University  Affairs  of  Students'  Admin- 
istrative Council  (SAC)  explains,  "The 
university  pays  virtually  nothing  to 
the  operation  of  the  Athletic  Centre 
(AC).  It's  all  student  fees  and  outside 
membership  funded... the  provincial 
government  stopped  funding  such 
things  years  ago.  If  the  government 
doesn't  pay,  the  university  doesn't  feel 
obligated  to  pay." 

And  since  U  of  T  doesn't  feel  obligat- 
ed to  pay,  the  responsibility  naturally 
falls  onto  U  of  T's  63,109  students.  For 
the  current  academic  year,  athletic 


fees  for  Hart  House  and  the  AC,  which 
are  included  in  the  mandatory  inci- 
dental campus  fees,  are  $58.27  and 
$91.58  respectively.  But  come  Septem- 
ber 2004,  both  fees  will  increase. 

For  Hart  House,  the  budget  asks  for 
an  increase  of  3.5  per  cent,  which  will 
raise  all  full-time  St.  George  students' 
fees  to  $60.31. 

As  outlined  in  the  Hart  House 
budget  overview,  the  increase  will 
provide  funding  for  three  major 
areas.  The  first  is  a  15-year  plan  for 
the  preservation  and  maintenance  of 
the  historic  building,  which  opened  in 
1919.  Second,  Hart  House  is  currently 
incorporating  an  elevator  to  all  five 
floors  to  provide  better  accessibil- 
ity. Last  but  not  least,  the  money  will 
cover  the  cost  of  the  Arbor  room,  in 
which  its  "summer  revenue  was  nega- 
tively affected  by  the  SARS  epidemic 
[and]  it  is  not  expected  to  break  even 
this  year." 

Furthermore,  in  the  year  2002-03, 
Hart  House's  revenue  was  $10  million 
but  its  expenses  totaled  $11  million. 
Even  with  the  revenue  transferred 
from  U  of  T  for  Theatre,  Hart  House 
remained  in  deficit  by  $346,000  by 
year's  end.  A  careful  look  at  the 
budget  also  reveals  that  $406,000 
was  spent  on  clubs  and  committees' 
programs.  Given  that  Hart  House  has 
32  clubs  and  committees,  an  average 
of  $11,000  was  given  to  each  club  and 
committee  last  year. 

Accordingly,  the  proposed  budget 
aims  to  eliminate  the  deficit.  The 
proposal  states,  "After  two  years  of 
planned  deficits,  we  [Hart  House] 
were  determined  to  balance  the  bud- 
get for  2004/05  and  for  the  foreseeable 
future." 


For  the  AC,  the  Council  of  Athletics 
and  Recreation  has  developed  three 
options  for  its  fees  increase.  The  first 
option  is  a  7.88  per  cent  permanent  in- 
crease (to  $98.80)  in  fees  for  full-time 
and  part-time  St.  George  students 
only.  With  this  option,  three  initia- 
tives will  take  place:  a  $100,000  per 
year  equity  fund  will  be  established, 
a  major  maintenance  fund  will  be 
implemented  and  four  extra  hours  in 
the  AC  will  be  extended  on  Sundays 
for  three  months.  Towel  service  will 
continue  free  of  charge  but  there  will 
be  a  three  per  cent  increase  in  instruc- 
tional classes. 

Option  two  calls  for  a  7.64  per  cent 
permanent  increase  (to  $98.85)  for  St. 
George  students  only  and  the  three 
initiatives  remain  the  same.  There 
will  also  be  a  three  per  cent  increase 
in  classes  but  free  towel  service  will 
be  discontinued  unless  students  pur- 
chase a  locker.  A  locker  will  sell  for 
$10  per  month.  Towel  service  without 
locker  purchase  will  be  $5  per  month. 

The  third  option  asks  for  7.64  per 
cent  increase  (to  $98.58)  for  stu- 
dents at  all  three  campuses  and  the 
three  initiatives  remain  the  same 
as  with  the  discontinuation  of  free 
towel  service  described  in  option 
two.  However,  this  option  will  only 
be  considered  if  both  options  one  and 
two  are  rejected.  In  such  a  case,  two 
per  cent  of  the  7.64  per  cent  increase 
will  be  permanent  while  the  remain- 
ing 5.64  per  cent  will  be  temporary  for 
three  years.  After  three  years,  a  new 
fee  increase  would  be  proposed  and  it 
would  likely  affect  AG's  ability  for  long 
term  planning. 

The  final  decision  on  the  budget  will 
be  made  on  March  2. 


The  University  of  Toronto  Alum72i  Association  invites  you    f  \ 
'  to  celebrate  the  achievements  of  this  year's  recipients  of     U  X;^A. 


The  Awards  of  Excellence 
AND  The  Northrop  Frye  Awards 

at  a  ceremony  on 

Tuesday,  May  4,  2004  Hart  House 

Award  Presentation:  The  Great  Hall,  5:30  p.m. 
Reception:  East  Common  Room,  6:30  p.m. 

2004  AWARD  RECIPIENTS 


FACULTY  award 
Dr.  Donald  Thomas  Stuss 

Departments  of  Medicine  and 
Psychology 
Facidty  of  Medicine 


CHANCELLOR'S  AWARD 
Sally  Jean  Walker 

New  College 


JOAN  E.  FOLEY  QUALITY 
OF  STUDENT  EXPERIENCE 
AWARD 
J.  Barbara  Rose 

Woodsworth  College 


LUDWIK  AND  ESTELLE  JUS 
MEMORIAL  HUMAN 
RIGHTS  PRIZE 
Professor  George  Elliott  Clarke 

Department  of  English 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 


UTAA  SCHOLARS 
Saswata  Deb 
Victoria  College 

Helen  Liu 

Trinity  College 

Shauna  Morgan 

University  of  Toronto 
at  Scarborough 

Sonali  Thakkar 
Trinity  College 

ADEL  S.  SEDRA 
DISTINGUISHED 
GRADUATE  AWARD 
SCHOLAR 
Fraii9oise  Ko 
Depanmmt  of  Pharmacology 
Faculty  of  Medicine 


UTAA 

GRADUATE  SCHOLARS 
Timothy  Corson 

Department  of  Molecular  and 
Medical  Genetics 
Faculty  of  Medicine 

Barnabas  Emenogu 

Department  of  Curriculum, 
Teaching  and  Learning 
OISE/UT 

Nisha  Shah 

Department  of  Political  Science 
School  of  Graduate  Studies 


JOHN  H.  MOSS  SCHOLAR 
Maria  Banda 

Trinity  College 


For  information,  please  call 
Linda  Wells  ar  416-978-6536. 
RSVP  (acceptances  only)  bv 
April  14th,  416-978-0424  or 
e-mail  linda.wells@utoronco.ca 
Bitsiness  attire      Limited  seating 


NORTHROP  FR'^'E  AWARD 
Professor  Alan  John  Bewell 

Department  of  English 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 

Cardiovascular  Sciences 
Collaborative  Program 

School  of  Graduate  Studies 
Faadty  of  Medicine 


news@thevarsity.ca 


('H.\^  Continued  from  page  I 

a  copy  of  the  investigation  findings 
obtained  by  The  Varsity,  Pavlov  writes 
"the  investigation  has  determined 
that  sexual  harassment,  as  defined 
by  UHN's  Fostering  Respect  in  the 
Workplace  Policy,  has  occurred.  This 
will  also  confirm  that  UHN  has  taken 
action  on  all  the  recommendations 
submitted  by  the  Investigator  and  this 
resolves  the  matter." 

According  to  the  Workplace  Policy, 
appropriate  discipline  includes  dis- 
missal from  employment,  but  as  of 
Friday,  the  harasser  was  still  working 
at  Princess  Margaret  hospital. 

As  for  Benoit,  she  is  still  pursuing 
justice,  and  her  claim  has  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Commission.  "Highly  effective  people 
are  getting  treated  like  shit.  These  are 
decent  human  beings,"  says  Benoit. 

But  Benoit  is  not  the  only  U  of  T 
student  grappling  with  sexual  ha- 
rassment and  the  UHN,  however.  In 
a  grievance  filed  by  CUPE  3902,  the 
union  which  represents  teaching  as- 
sistants and  student  instructors  at  U 
of  T,  a  doctor  at  one  of  UHN's  hospitals 
was  accused  of  sexual  harassment 
and  sexual  assault.  The  matter  has 
since  gone  through  mediation,  but 
according  to  supporters  of  the  stu- 
dent, the  mediation  only  handled  the 
academic  fall-out  of  the  incident,  not 
the  harassment. 

When  asked  to  comment  on  Ben- 
oifs  case,  UHN  VP  Public  Affairs  Gil- 
lian Howard  noted  that  the  UHN  "does 
not  comment  on  individual  cases,"  but 
did  admit  that  "in  particular  results, 
people  are  unsatisfied." 

Dean  Naylor  would  not  comment  on 
specific  cases  either,  but  did  say  that 
the  faculty's  dealings  with  UHN  "tend 
to  be  on  the  academic  and  profession- 
al side  and  are  very  positive,"  but  on 
issues  of  human  resources,  the  faculty 
has  "very  little  mileage." 


Toronto  Dining  Discounts 

Association  of  Restaurants 

2lbr1 

DINING 

194  "2  for  1"  visits 
at  63  restaurants  in 

TORONTO 


details 
online! 


I  TDD.ca 

i  get  them  at 
I  Ryerson  University  & 
I  George  Brown  College  Bookstores 


no  membership /fully  transferable 


TESL  Diploma 

(Teaching  English  as  a  Second  Language) 

Accredited  by  The  Ministry  of  Training,  Colleges  &  Universities 


Teach  English 

in  Canada  or  Abroad 

Full  and  Part-time  Studies 

Open  House  February  26  (6:30pm) 

YORK  COLLEGE  of  Industry  &  Technology 
44  Victoria  Street,  Toronto  416.861.1808  www.ycit.on.ca 


Th 


CHANCELLOR 

JACKMAN 

'•^PROGRAM  FOR  THE  ARTS 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  PRESENTS 


BODIES  IN  MOTION:  REFLECTIONS  ON  A 
POETICS  OF  HOME  AND  DISPLACEMENT 


SUSAN  STANFORD  FRIEDMAN  CHANCELLOR  JACKMAN  DISTINGUISHED  VISITOR  IN  THE  ARTS 


THURSDAY,  MARCH  4. 2004 

4  -  6  pm,  Univer^Fty  College 

15  King's  College  Circle.  Room  140 

Bodies  in  Motion  explores  the  personal  dimensions  of 
shtfcing  and  multi-layered  identities  in  migration  and 
diaspora.  Drawing  on  contemporary  poets,  mem- 
oirists, novelists,  filmmakers,  and  cultural  theorists, 
Friedman  evokes  the  meanings  of  the  body,  intima- 
cy, spirit  and  creativity  as  experienced  in  a  global 
landscape  of  intensified  travel  and  intercultural  con- 
tact Susan  Sunford  Friedman  is  the  Virginia  Wootf 


Professor  of  English  and  Women's  Studies  at  the 
University  ofWisconstn-Madison.  She  has  published 
numerous  books  and  articles  on  20th-century  litera- 
ture, women's  studies,  and  narrative  theory,  includ- 
ing Moppings:  feminism  ond  the  CuiUxrol  Ceogrophles 
of  Encounter.  Her  writings  have  been  ti-anstated  into 
German.  Spanish, Japanese  and  Chinese, 

Professor  Friedman  will  also  participate  in 
Giobalism  and  Cross-talk:  An  Interciisciplinary 
Symposium  on  March  5th.  For  more  information: 
viww.chass.utoronto.ca/crosstalk/ 


Co-sponsored  and  organized  by  the  Department  of  English 
For  more  information:  call  (416)  978-3190 
WWW.ARTSANDSCIENCE.UTORONTO.CA 


DONSHIPS 

St  Michael's  College 
Men's  Residence 


Applications  are  now  being  accepted  for  Donships  in  the  Men's 
Residence  at  St  Michaels  College  for  2004-2005.  Eligible  candi- 
dates must  be  enrolled  in  their  fourth  year  of  undergraduate  stud- 
ies, or  in  a  graduate,  second  degree,  or  equivalent  University  of 
Toronto  programme  during  the  2004-2005  academic  session. 

Application  packages  are  available  from  the  St  Michael's  College 
Mail  Desk  (81  St  Mary  Street),  from  our  web  site,  by  email,  and 
by  post  at  the  addresses  below.  Interviews  for  a  short  list  of 
candidates  will  be  held  in  mid-March.  For  further  information, 
please  contact  Mr  Duane  Rendle,  the  Dean  of  Men,  at: 

The  Dean  of  Men,  St  Michael's  College 
81  St  Mary  Street,  Toronto,  ON,  M5S  1J4 
Telephone:  (4 16)  926  7127 
smc.deanofmen@utoronto.ca 
www.utoronto.ca/stmikes 

The  deadline  for  receipt  of  applications  by  the  Dean  of  Men  is 
Monday  March  1st.  2004. 


LaMfaine-BaldMi  Lecture 


A  p^^^of  the 


im  Lecturer 

Australian  Author 
David  Malouf 


Symposium  Founder  &  Host 
His  Excellency 
John  Ralston  Saul 


International 

Summer  Programs 

University  of  Toronto 
information  Sessions 


Two  days  of  discussion  on  the  future  of  our  democracy. 
Panellists;  Alain  Dubuc,  Irsliad  Manji,  John  Ralston  Saul,  Paul  Wells 


The  5th  Annual  LaFontaine-Baldwin  Lecture 
7:00  PM,  Friday,  March  12,  2004 

UofT  Convocation  Hall,  31  King's  College  Circle 

$10.00  for  Genera!  Public.  $5.00  for  Students  (with  I.D.). 
Call  Ticketmaster,  416-870-8000,  or  visit  www.ticketmaster.ca 


Town  Hall  Discussion 

10:00  AM,  Saturday,  March  13,  2004 
Canada  Court,  Royal  Ontario  Museum,  Bloor  St.  &  Avenue  Rd. 
Free  admission.  Open  to  the  public.  RSVP  to  staff@dominion.ca 


Visit  www.lafontaine-baldwin.com  for  more  information. 


Principal  Sponsor  Bank  Financial  Group 


Partners 


FACULTY 
■'/ARTS  & 
SCIENCE 


ROM 


6  Monday,  February  23, 2004 


Opinion 


Analysis 


opinions@thevarsify.ca 


Infamous  camp  22 


North  Korea's  terrible  secret 


by  JUSTIN  GANG 


In  the  remote  mountain  village 
of  Haengyong,  in  North-Eastern 
North  Korea,  lies  the  infamous 
concentration  camp  known  as 
Camp  22.  The  camp  is  thought 
to  hold  tens  of  thousands  of  pris- 
oners and  is  known  for  severely 
abusing  the  humanitarian  rights 
of  prisoners. 

Sun-ok  Lee,  a  former  female 
prisoner  at  Kaechon  political 
prison,  claims  the  guards  step 
on  the  heads  of  woman  prisoners' 
newly  born  babies.  In  testimony 
to  the  U.S.  House  of  Representa- 
tives Committee  on  International 
Relations,  Lee  stated:  "A  prisoner 
has  no  right  to  talk,  laugh,  sing  or 
look  in  a  mirror.  Prisoners  must 
kneel  down  on  the  ground  and 
keep  their  heads  down  deeply 
whenever  called  by  a  guard." 

It  is  known  that  many  of  the 
prisoners  are  held  in  political 
camps  because  they  are  Chris- 
tian or  are  a  relative  of  someone 
that  is  a  threat  to  the  communist 
regime.  The  prisoners  work  as 
slaves,  some  are  tortured  on 
a  daily  basis,  while  others  are 
reportedly  subject  to  biological 
and  chemical  testing.  According 
to  Don  Oberdorfer  in  his  book 
The  Two  Koreas,  if  you  are  consid- 


ered a  threat  to  the  communist 
regime  and  thrown  into  a  politi- 
cal camp,  the  punishment  will  go 
down  on  your  family  for  three 
generations. 

However,  some  of  them  manage 
to  flee  from  these  dreadful  politi- 
cal camps  up  north  to  China.  With 
high  hopes  they  escape  to  seek 
food  and  asylum,  soon  to  find  a 

Kwon  Hyuk,  a  former 
chief  of  management 
at  Camp  22  says  he 
watched  as  dying, 
vomiting  parents 
attempted  to  give 
their  children 
mouth-to-mouth  in  a 
hopeless  attempt  to 
save  them. 


rude  awakening — the  lifestyle 
in  China  is  just  as  bad  as  North 
Korea.  The  Chinese  government 
states  that  it  does  not  recognize 
North  Koreans  as  refugees  in 
China  but  merely  as  economic 
migrants.  The  two  countries  have 
made  an  under-the-table  agree- 


SMOKEY  THE  BEAR 


ONLYmTN 
CAN  PREVENT \ 

FOREST  FIRESJ 


TOKEY  THE  BEAR 


ment  so  that  the  Chinese  authori- 
ties are  ordered  to  actively  seek, 
arrest,  and  repatriate  the  North 
Koreans  that  are  living  in  China. 
When  they  are  repatriated  they 
are  executed. 

So  how  come  no  one  knows 
about  any  of  this?  Clearly,  there 
is  a  lack  of  global  response.  It  is 
the  responsibility  of  the  inter- 
national community  to  enforce 
humanitarian  rights  on  countries 
like  North  Korea. 

Even  more  infuriating  are  coun- 
tries like  the  South  Korea.  They 
are  the  only  nation  to  refrain 
from  a  UN  vote  condemning  the 
North  Korea  of  its  violations  of 
human  rights.  The  South  Korean 
government  is  hesitant  to  men- 
tion the  humanitarian  violations 
in  fear  that  it  may  interfere  with 
reconciliation  between  the  two 
nations,  as  well  as  the  disarma- 
ment of  the  North  Korean  nuclear 
weapon  programs.  How  can  they 
sit  back  and  watch  while  their 
own  people  are  being  tortured 
and  tested  in  political  camps? 

The  world  is  focused  on  Kim 
Jong-U  and  the  nuclear  weapons 
he  continues  to  produce.  South 
Korea  worries  about  reconcilia- 
tion with  the  North  fearing  that 
another  war  may  break  out  on 
South  Korean  soil.  But  a  blind- 
eye  is  turned  on  remote  places 
like  Haengyong.  In  an  article  {Re- 
vealed: the  gas  chamber  horror  of 
North  Korea's  gulag}  in  the  Feb.  1 
edition  of  the  Observer,  Antony 
Barnett  reports  that  Kwon  Hyuk, 
a  former  chief  of  management  at 
Camp  22  (who  has  changed  his 
name),  watched  as  dying,  vom- 
iting parents  attempted  to  give 
their  children  mouth-to-mouth 
in  a  hopeless  attempt  to  save 
them. 

Kim  Sang  Hun,  a  retired  UN 
official,  says  the  North  Korean 
government  has  arrested  all  the 
families  of  the  whistleblowers. 

Will  the  international  commu- 
nity ignore  the  abuse  of  humani- 
tarian rights  in  North  Korean  po- 
litical prisons,  or  will  something 
be  done? 


Justin  Gang  is  a  Political 
Science  student  at  U  of  T.  He 
will  be  hosting  an  event  on 
the  abuse  of  humanitarian 
rights  in  North  Korea  with 
Senator  Lois  Wilson  on  March 
8  at  the  Bahen  Centre  RM 
1190. 


LETTERS 


CFS  speaks 

Re:  We  do  more  than  protest, 
Feb. 12 

The  Canadian  Federation  of  Stu- 
dents unites  more  than  450  000 
students  across  Canada,  including 
graduate  and  full  and  part-time 
undergraduate  students  at  U  of  T. 
We  have  won  tuition  fee  freezes  and 
reductions  in  Manitoba,  Newfound- 
land and  Labrador,  British  Colum- 
bia, Quebec  and  now  Ontario. 

We  successfully  fought  off 
regressive  income-contingent  loan 
repayment  schemes.  We  speak  out 
for  adequate  public  funding  and 
academic  freedom,  with  many  co- 
alition partners.  We  are  respected 
researchers  and  lobbyists  at  the 
provincial  and  national  levels.  We 
provide  cost-saving  services  to  stu- 
dents, including  the  International 
Student  Identity  Card. 

If  this  CASA  group  wants  to  take 
credit  for  helping  Paul  Martin 
increase  student  debt,  that  is  its 
prerogative. 

Kendra  Coulter 

President, 

Graduate  Students'  Union 

Ontario  Treasurer, 

Canadian  Federation  of  Students 


CFS:  Protest 
not  useless 

Re:  Day  of  inaction,  Feb.  9 


Having  been  a  "cabinet  aid"  for 
the  unceremoniously  deposed  Er- 
nie Eves  government,  Noel  Semple 
has  blessed  us  with  his  wisdom 
on  why  he  opposes  freezing  and 
reducing  tuition  fees.  It  is  no  sur- 
prise that  he  sings  the  same  song 
as  his  previous  leader. 

However,  I'm  not  sure  if  Mr. 
Semple  has  been  informed  that 
students  in  Ontario  have  success- 
fully campaigned  for  a  funded 
tuition  fee  freeze. 

That  victory  was  won  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Canadian  Federation 
of  Students  (CFS)  and  supporters 
who  presented  well-researched 
briefs  to  decision-makers  locally 
and  provincially,  worked  strategi- 
cally with  Members  of  Provincial 
Parliament,  published  well-docu- 
mented editorials  and  letters  in 
newspapers  throughout  the 
province,  organized  systematical- 
ly during  the  provincial  election 
campaign  and  all  the  while  built 
broad  public  support  that  was 
demonstrated  from  time  to  time 
through  petition  campaigns  and 


rallies. 

These  are  the  ingredients 
of  a  successful  campaign,  and 
exactly  the  methods  employed 
by  the  CFS  that  have  won  tuition 
fee  freezes  and  reductions  in 
BC,  Manitoba,  Newfoundland 
and  Labrador,  Quebec  and  now 
Ontario. 

This  September  (thanks  to  the 
CFS)  the  majority  of  students  in 
Canada  will  not  see  tuition  fee 
hikes  on  their  fee  statements. 
Pity  that  here  in  Ontario,  Mr. 
Semple  doesn't  support  a  stu- 
dent victory  that  will  represent 
one  of  the  largest  single  reinvest- 
ments in  core  operating  funding 
that  colleges  and  universities 
have  seen  in  a  decade. 

Kelly  Holloway 

Vice  President  External 
Graduate  Students'  Union 
Local  19,  Canadian  Federation  of 
Students 
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Need  to  get 
something 
off  your  chest? 
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(600  words  max.) 
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2004-05  HART  HOUSE  STANDING  COMMITTEES 


Congratulotions  to  these  students  who  through  carryover,  acclamation  or  election,  will  create  and  lead  student  programming  at  Hart  House. 


ART 

Amstucz,  Nina  -  VIC  IV 
Alexis  Cohen  -  UC  II 
Phillip  Covshoct  -  WW  /// 
Iryna  Didenko  -  WW  /// 
Rebecca  Kinton  -  WW  // 
Paul  Kneale  -  VIC  I 
Nicole  Lawrence 
Rebecca  Lemire  -  VIC  II 
Laura  Rovinescu  -  VIC 
Ashalyn  Wilson  -  VIC  III 


DEBATES 

Michael  Degan  -  TRIM  III 
Ethan  Hoddes  -  TRIM  II 
Laura  Hodgins  -  TRIM  It 
Nicole  Lavigne  -  INNIS  II 
Mike  Lee  -  TRIN  II 
Joanna  Nairn  -  SMC  II 
Diana  Purushotham  -  NEW  II 
Mubdi  Rahman  -  UC  I 
Omar  Soliman  -  WW  / 
Christopher  Somerviiie  -  INNIS  I 
Kelvin  Ye  -  VIC  I 


FARM 

Ellie  Casson  -  UC  I 
Karen  Fydenchuk  -  WW  // 
-  Graham  Hall 
Stefania  Paterak 
Laura  Thompson  -  NEW  III 
Rachel  Tipton  -  SMC  I 


FINANCE 

Matthew  Aleksic  -  VIC  I 
Fahad  Datoo  -  NEW  I 
Vitaiia  Fedossova  -  NEW  II 
Sylvia  Maniak  -  SMC  II 
Borden  Rhodes  -  TRIN  I 
Xiao-Shu  Su  -  WW  / 
Jane  Wu  -  UC  / 


HOUSE 

Laura  Anderson  -  TRIN  III 
Suzanne  Brooks  -  TRIN  III 
Maria  Pia  Bruneilo  -  TRIN  I 

Phil  Cha  -  VIC  II 
Syed  Yaser  Habeeb  -  VIC  11 
Jessica  Hunt  -  NEW  // 
Uura  Kraft  -  TRIN  III 
Ralitsa  Stoyanova  -  TRIN  III 
Eric  Wagner  -  VIC  III 
Bryan  Wang  -  NEW  II 
Allen  Varlaki  -  VIC  I 


LITERARY  &  LIBRARY 

Paulina  Bartosiewicz  -  UC  III 
Chris  Chien  -  VIC  I 
Lianne  Cihiar  -  TRIN  IV 
Michael  Flie  -  WW  // 
Susan  Lai  -  FIS  I 
Kwai  Li  -  UTM  IV 
Eric  Morgan  -  VIC  III 
Elizabeth  Reaney  -  TRIN  III 
Leah  Stokes  -  TRIN  I 


MUSIC 

Ahsan  Hussain  -  TRIN  III 

David  Kim  -  VIC  I 
Lindsay  Kochen  -  TRIN  III 
Lawrence  Lau  -  TRIN  II 
Justin  Lee  -  TRIN  II 
Tracy  O'Donneli  -  VIC  III 
Lyn-Shan  Tieu  -  UC  I 
Jeremy  Weiss  -  SMC  / 


RECREATIONAL 
ATHLETIC 

Courtney  Brady  -  TRIN  III 
Dina  Kuiik  -  UC  II 
Joanne  Langilie  -  UC  II 
Jennifer  Mok  -  NEW  II 


SOCIAL  JUSTICE 

Uiyana  Beley  -  SMC  / 
Sarah  Greene  -  TRIN  III 
Veronica  Howard  -  TRIN  I 

Sarah  Kim  -  TRIN  I 
Sheridy  Leslie  -  VIC  III 

Raza  Naqv!  -  TRIN  II 

Clara  Rutter  -  VIC  II 
James  Wardlaw  -  WW  / 

Vivan  Yau  -  SMC  III 
Monica  Yeung  -  NEW  I 

May  Zeibak  -  ROT  I 


THEATRE 

Barbara  Hayes  -  UC  III 
Robin  Michaels  -  WW  / 
Lena  Rubisova  -  SMC  I 
Christopher  Saunders  -  SAiC  // 


ITS  NEVER  TOO  LATE  TO  GET  iNmyED  AT  YOUR  STUDENT  CENTREl 

Questions??  Call 4 16.97 8.B400  -  ore-mail  -  laney.marshall@utoronio.ca 


Phone:  4 1 6.978.2452 


Hart  House  University  of  Toronto 

7  Hart  House  Circle,  Toronto  M5S  3H3,  Ontario 


vAvw.harthouse.utoronto.ca 


Q  ROGERS  ^Altf. 


W  I  R  E  L  ESS 


THIS  IS  YOUR  TICKET  TO 
WINTER  FUN  AND  FREE 
K2  GEAR  RIGHT  NOW. 


AJAX 

Baywood  CenWe 
(505)  686-3061 
Heritage  Market  Square 
85  KifiQstor  "-^ 
(905)4 


-..  Unit? 
;)  428-6800 
AURORA 
15483  Yonge  Sl. 
(905)  726-1050 
BRAMFTON 
Bramalea  City  Centre 
(905)  791-7554 
Shopper's  World  Brampton 
(90S)  4S4-13B9 
30  Viaoria  Crescent 
(905)  4SS-5500 
OOWNSVIEW 
1118  Finth  Ave-  W. 
(416)  663-9200 
ETOBICOKE 
22  Dixon  Rd. 
(416)  246-16S6 
Sherway  Gardens 
(416)  626-7260 
GEORGETOWN 
265  Guelph  St- 
(905)  873-3310 
MAPLE 

2943  Major  Mackenzie  Drive,  Uni 
(905)  832-7103 
MARKHAM 
Metro  Square  Mall 
(905)  513-0800 
3636  Sleeles  Ave.  E..  Unit  135 
(905)  513-1100 
Pacific  Malt 
Unil  «E67 
(905)  943-9432 

(905)  513^^448 
8360-8362  Kennedy  Rd..  Unit  6( 


(90S)  507-2088 
ilOS  Dundas  St  W 
(90SJ  820-0000 


Motorola  V300 


IVIotorola  T720 


Motorola  C370g 


SNOWBOARDS 

GET  $80  IN  K2 

MERCHANDISE 
PLUS  A  FREE 
CARRYING  « 
CASE  \  f 


Motorola  V300 


COLOUR  SCREEN  PHONES 

MEGATIME  PLAN  -  only  $25/month* 

•  All  the  weeknight  and  weekend  calling  you  need" 

•  100  weekday  minutes 

•  Free  incoming  text  messages 

RIGHT  NOW  GET  3  MONTHS  OF  UNLIMITED  TALK  AND  TEXT 

STARTING  AT  ^  J« 

^^_J^I^^  *o"  2-year  term 

■     NO  REBATE  REQUIRED 

No  term  -  $249^^ 

Canada's  Largest  Integrated  Wireless  Voice  and  Data  Network 


ROGERS 

cz 


fAT&T 


WIRELESS 


SHOP  AT  ROGERS.COM,  1  800  IMAGINE,  A  ROGERS™  AT&T*,  ROGERS  PLUS  OR  ROGERS  VIDEO  STORE 
©RadioShack.  Qi^ogers  ®  O  Rogers  video 


V^P 


WHEN  rou 

BUY 

ONLINE. 


((SSS^ — 
2  MONTHS 
WIRELESS 


Phones  shown  may  not  be  available  at  all  locations,  K2  offer  available  at  participating  locations  only.  *Phone  price  subject  to  activation  on  new  24-month  service  agreement.  +System  Access  and  Initiation  Fees.  91 1  Emergency  Access  Fees,  pay-per-use  Text 
Messaging,  long  distance,  roaming  charges  and  any  additional  service  options  that  are  selected  and  applicable  taxes  will  also  be  billed  monthly  **Up  to  1000  minutes  per  month  ''3  Month  offer  includes  unlimited  local  calling  and  unlimited  text  messages 
excluding  premium  messages  {Roaming,  International,  MSN  Alerts,  Contests  and  Promotions.)  and  is  available  on  2-year  term  only  Offer  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Tira,  Tira  Studios,  and  the  Tira  Studios  logo  are  trademarks  of  Tira  Wireless  Inc.  ©  Tira 
Wireless,  NHL  team  marks  are  the  property  of  the  NHL  and  its  teams,  ©NHL  2003.  All  Rights  Reserved.  ©2004  Rogers  Wireless  Inc.  All  rights  reserved,  '^Rogers  is  a  trademark  of  Rogers  Communications  Inc  Used  under  license,  ©AT&T  Corp.  Used  under  License. 


(90S)  M9-a860 

(905)  2  79- l%"o^9l905f  272-9899 
Erin  Mills  Town  Centre 
(90S)  820-3412 
Dine  Value  M3M 
(90S)  274-8884 
NEWMARKET 
17415  Yonge  St. 
(90S)  330-9944 
NORTH  YORK 
5815  Yortge  St- 
(416)  250-^00 
1905  Avenue  Rd. 
(416)  784-9400 
Fairview  Mall 
(416)  492-8800 

(416)  493-3493 
4357  Steeles  Ave.  W. 

(416)  650-0000 
260  Shepi      ■  ■ 


W 


,  16)512-0012 

OAKVILLE 
1027  Speer^  Rd 
(905)  842-4280 

OSHAWA 
053  Simcoe  St-  N. 
(905)  72S-SS20 
PICKERING 
611  Kingston  Rd, 
(905)  331-9557 
ering  Town  Centre 
(905)  420-0744 
RICHMOND  HIU 
9737  Yonge  St. 


{9051  764-0310 
10  Weit  Pearce  Si. 
(905)  731-7318 


Picki 


(905)  884-9558 


550  H 


7  East 


(90S)  8 
SCARBOROUGH 

19  MiHiken  Blvd. 
(416)  299-6006 
736  Warden  Ave. 

(416)  285-4321 
3300  Midland  Ave. 
(416)  332-8383 


1291 


y  Rd 


11^  752-9655 

^416)%09^(W^ 
5095  Sheppard  Ave  E 
(416)  646-2146 
THORNHILL 
7700  Bathursi  St..  Unit  46 
(905)  882-9777 
TORONTO 
1821  Queen  St.  E. 
(416)  406-2355 
13S0  St_  Clair  Ave.  W. 
(416)  6S 1-2000 
2  St_  Clair  Ave.  E. 
(416)  934-1313 
329  Eglinion  Ave,  W. 

(4  re)  485-2757 
1448  Lawrence  Ave.  E. 
(416)  757-1666 
272  Danforth  Ave. 

(416)  461-1010 
55  Chauntey  Ave. 


(4  IB)  467-9800 
3111  Dufferin  St 

(416)  785-3031 
9A  Yorkville  Ave, 
(416)  921-7S59 
Ouffenn  Mall 
"  .)  588-6668 


^416)?0e 


400  8 


r  SlL  V 


(416)  760-7450 
228  Queens  Quay  W. 
(416)  971-9700 
VAUGHAN 
1600  Steeles  Ave  W 
(905)  695-1061 
WHfTBY 
25  Thickson  Rd  N. 
(905)  433-0701 
WIU.OWDALE 
Centerpoinl  Mall 
(416)512-8800 
WOODBRIDGE 
200  Whitmofe  Rd. 
(905)  8S0-8S0S 

O  ROGERS^ 

ETOBICOKE 

Woodbine  Centre 
(416)  798-0229 


(90S1  940-5510 
NEWMARKET 

Upper  Canada  K 


(90S)  853-1462 
NORTH  YORK 

449-6085 
York  Mills  Rd. 
6)  644-0299 


Oshawa  Centre 
(905)  571-6663 
SCARBOROUGH 
Starborough  Town  Centre 
(4167296-9160 
TORONTO 
The  Eicbanqe  Tower 

(416)  603-7979 
Toronto  Eaton  Centre 
(415)  351-1522 
330  Bay  St 

(415)  644-0288 
Yofkdale  Shopping  Centre 

(416)  783-0675 
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VARSITY  STAFF 


Say  hello  to  Toronto's  newest 
hotspot.  Three  years  and 
$6  million  later,  the  Drake 
Hotel  finally  threw  open  its 
doors  last  week. 

The  Drake  is  the  latest  addition  to 
a  part  of  town  undergoing  a  rebirth 
Of  sorts — Parkdale,  the  seedier  side 
of  Queen  West,  has  long  been  a  ha- 
ven to  artists  and  the  just  plain  arty, 
but  as  gentrification  (of  a  benign 
sort — there's  no  influx  of  Gaps  and 
Starbucks  just  yet)  seeps  into  the 
neighbourhood,  the  rest  of  the  city 
is  sitting  up  and  taking  notice.  The 
city  recently  recognized  the  area  as 
the  "West  Queen  West  Art  &  Design 
District"  (quite  a  mouthful,  so  follow 
the  lead  of  area  denizens  and  just 
call  it  the  Gallery  District)  in  recog- 
nition of  the  over  40  art  galleries  in 
the  vicinity. 

Just  down  the  block  from  the 
Drake  is  yet  another  renovated 


historic  hotel — ^The  Gladstone, 
best  known  for  its  raucous  karaoke 
nights,  though  it  also  is  appealing 
to  the  art  crowd  these  days,  host- 
ing events  like  the  popular  lecture 
series  Trampoline  Hall.  The  owners 
of  both  hotels  want  nothing  to  do 
with  the  rivalry  angle  played  up 
in  the  press,  but  the  reality  is  that 
they're  both  completely  different 
places  anyhow — if  the  Gladstone 
is  the  grand  ol'  lady  of  the  'hood, 
the  Drake  is  her  younger  rebel 
daughter. 

Ever  since  former  dot-com  busi- 
nessman Jeff  Strober  bought  the 
115  year-old  four-storey  landmark 
at  the  corner  of  Queen  W.  and 
Beaconsfield  for  a  cool  $1  million 
in  2001,  he's  endeavored  to  turn 
the  relic  into  a  place  where  art 
meets  smart — cool  enough  for 
the  hipsters,  laid-back  enough  for 
the  artists,  open  to  everyone  and 
everything.  Easier  said  than  done. 
But  a  sneak  peek  at  the  sleek  new 
spot  at  last  Thursday's  launch  party 
proved  that  while  it's  the  area  folk 
that  will  make  or  break  the  Drake, 
it's  definitely  off  to  a  flying  start  with 
its  style-meets-substance  space. 


Vintage  burlesque  postcards  line  the  walls  of  the  streamlined 
bathrooms. 


A  DJ  spins  in  the  Lounge  area  at  the  invite-only  launch  party.  Another  area  in  the  basement,  The 
Underground,  will  be  hosting  lots  of  cool  events,  such  as  local  rock  critic  Carl  Wilson's  musical  mash- 
up  TinTinTin  monthly. 


features^thevarsity.ca 


The  Drake  bash  featured  'performance  artists'  acting  out  situations  in  the  $150-200  a  night  rooms 
(or  'Crash  Pads',  as  the  Drake  calls  them)  including  this  frustrated  wannabe  Hemingway  (left)  and  a 
frisky  couple  (above).  Above  left,  the  staff  of  the  Corner  Cafe  (the  hotel's  funky  in-house  coffee  and 
juice  bar)  snuggle  up. 


HOUSE 
rrHEATRE 


U  of  T  Film  Festival  is  proudly  supported  by: 

Pillar  Sponsor  of 
GREAT  TEAMS 
LARGE  AND  SMALL 
The  University  of  Toronto 


1  7-THE 

Varsity 


,csrrv  OF  Tor. 


BZi  Unmrsitg  cf  Tcrmto  ■ 
estival^' 


Friday  Feb  27 

7:00pm 


Saturday  Feb  28 

7:00pm 

Super  Sp-Ring  Circus 

showcase  of  super  8  movies  by  selected  U  of  T  artists 
witli  music  by  i's  Open  &  GUH 

followed  by 


ic  MiCtote  Bo»fJ-«_^t6t  JSte  WciW  tfl!Kn»liea»t  Film  Fsiti 


Ron  Mann's 

GRASS 

Narrated  by 

Woody 
Harrelson 
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Flexible  screens:  a  revolution  underway? 


by  JUSTIN  TROTTIER 

VARSITY  STAFF 


ZOE  CORMIER 

Not  Just  For  Making  Moonshine:  Dr.  Lu  with  the  equipment  he  uses  to  analyze  the  materials  he  creates 
that  could  be  used  to  make  flexible,  flat  panel  displays. 


.  ZOE  CORMIER 

Middle:  A  flexible  video  display,  less  than  1mm  thick.  Bottom: 
Undergraduate  Brian  Fong  in  front  of  the  FOLED  Cluster  Tool  that 
he  uses  to  make  molecules  that  can  emit  light  and  be  coated  onto  a 
flexible  surface. 


Kyoto  proving  to  be  a  challenge  for  Canada 


SCIENCE  BRIEFS 

Two  new  elements 
may  exist 

A  group  of  American  and  Russian 
scientists  claim  to  have  created 
two  new  elements  in  the  labora- 
tory. The  new  elements,  tenta- 
tively named  ununtrium  (element 
number  113)  and  ununpentium 
(115),  will  be  given  proper  names 
if  and  when  the  discovery  is  con- 
firmed. The  scientists  created 
the  new  elements  by  combining 
two  smaller,  lighter  elements, 
calcium,  and  the  radioactive 
manmade  element  amercium. 
They  managed  to  make  a  few  at- 
oms of  element  115,  which  lasted 
for  only  90  milliseconds  and  then 
decayed  into  element  113.  Very 
large,  manmade  elements  are 
highly  unstable  tending  to  decay 
and  disappear  almost  instanta- 
neously. Element  113  however 
lasted  for  a  full  1.2  seconds,  an 
extremely  long  time  for  such  a 
heavy  element.  The  scientists  are 
hesitant  to  claim  that  they  have 
truly  discovered  these  elements, 
as  the  premature  discovery  of 
element  118  in  1999  was  later 
debunked  when  other  scientists 
could  not  reproduce  the  results, 
a  great  embarassment  for  the 
physics  community. 
-ZOE  CORMIER 
Source:  Nature 


White  tip  sharks 
disappearing  fast 


A  new  census  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  shows  that  white  tip  shark 
numbers  have  decreased  by  99 
per  cent  over  the  past  50  years. 
Sharks  appear  to  be  disappearing 
worldwide,  as  silky  sharks  have 
decreased  by  90  per  cent  in  the 
Gulf,  and  hammerhead  shark  num- 
bers have  fallen  by  89  per  cent  in 
the  last  fifteen  years  in  the  Atlan- 
tic. Naturalists  blame  tuna  fishing, 
as  sharks  often  get  caught  in  nets, 
and  the  shark  fin  trade.  Shark  fins 
are  considered  a  delicacy  in  many 
regions  of  the  world,  and  can  fetch 
a  high  price  for  fisherman.  Cana- 
da, the  U.S.,  and  Australia  have 
outlawed  shark  finning,  but  sci- 
entists are  calling  for  a  worldwide 
ban.  The  white  tip  shark  used  to 
be  so  common  that  it  was  once 
considered  a  pest  by  fishermen. 
They  may  have  even  once  been 
the  most  abundant  large  animal 
in  the  world,  being  the  dominant 
species  of  the  world's  largest  eco- 
system. 
-ZC 

Source:  Nature 


Imagine  flat  screen  displays  on 
materials  so  resilient  that  they  can 
be  rolled  up  and  carried  around, 
or  moving  images  on  clothing  and 
newspapers  that  can  be  changed 
and  updated.  These  applications 
may  be  a  few  years  ahead,  but  with 
the  research  being  undertaken  in 
the  lab  of  Professor  Zheng-Hong 
Lu  of  the  Department  of  Materials 
Science  and  Engineering,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  a  revolution  in  dis- 
play technologies  is  underway. 

The  current  hallmark  of  display 
technology  is  the  conventional 
light  emitting  diode  (LED),  which 
uses  inorganic  (without  carbon) 
semiconductor  materials  contain- 
ing very  ordered  crystalline  struc- 
tures. The  main  roadblock,  accord- 
ing to  Professor  Lu,  is  that  these 
materials  often  contain  more  than 
one  crystalline  material.  The  two 
materials  must  have  crystal  struc- 
tures that  match,  so  that  impurities 
are  not  created  at  the  interface  be- 
tween them.  This  effectively  limits 
the  area  of  the  resultant  display,  af- 
ter which  size  they  become  highly 
brittle. 

In  order  to  get  around  this  brittle- 
ness,  Lu  and  his  team  had  to  find  a 
more  robust  material.  "The  most 
stable  nano  [extremely  small]  ma- 
terial in  nature  is  the  molecule;  so 
naturally  occuring  nanomaterial, 
which  is  the  molecule,  for  [electri- 
cal and  light]  applications,  that's 
really  the  focus  of  my  research." 
Organic  molecules  in  fact  are  the 
most  flexible  material  that  can  be 
grown  on  thin  substrates. 

The  basic  way  in  which  Lu's  new 
FOLEDs  (Flexible  Organic  Light 
Emitting  Devices)  function  is  that 
negative  and  positive  charges  are 
transported  from  a  contact  point 
through  the  molecule  to  a  point 
where  they  recombine,  releas- 
ing light.  His  research  centres  on 
producing  FOLEDS  for  flat  panel 
displays  and  general  lighting.  He 
is  also  studying  fiber  optic  com- 
munications. 

"Using  molecular  LEDs,  the  mol- 
ecules are  so  resilient,  robust,  that 
you  can  coat  this  molecule  on  any 
substrate  including  plastic,  so  you 
can  fold  [the  substrate]  and  you 
can  make  large  area  display  ap- 
plications" says  Professor  Lu.  He 
explains  that  this  technology  may 


fayARTURJAKIBOWSKI 


The  Canadian  government  ratified 
the  Kyoto  Protocol  in  December 
2003.  In  signing  this  international 
treaty  Canada  agreed  to  reduce 
emissions  of  greenhouse  gases, 
substances  that  contribute  towards 
global  warming,  by  either  moving 
towards  cleaner  energy  sources, 
such  as  wind  power,  or  reducing 
emissions  through  better  technol- 
ogy. So  what  is  Canada  doing? 

Dr.  Douglas  Macdonald,  Program 
Director  of  the  environmental  stud- 
ies program  at  U  of  T,  along  with  Dr. 
Keith  Stewart  from  the  Toronto  En- 
vironmental Alliance,  were  the  key 
speakers  in  the  "Now  that  we've 
ratified,  what  are  we  doing  to  meet 


one  day  replace  LCDs  (liquid  crys- 
tal displays)  and  allow  much  larger, 
thinner,  lighter,  flat  panel  displays. 

The  soft  polymer  substrates 
could  be  folded  and  rolled  up  for 
portability,  and  could  contain 
curves  or  angled  surfaces.  Lu 
explains  that  space  industries 
may  find  important  applications 
from  his  new  technology.  These 
include  thinner,  lighter  solar  cells 
that  could  be  rolled  up  to  increase 
portability,  and  displays  inside  the 
space  shuttle,  which  would  also 
be  thinner  and  could  be  curved 
to  save  room.  Xerox  is  currently 
working  on  a  similar  technology 
for  an  application  known  as  an 
electronic  newspaper,  where  por- 
table displays  update  the  headlines 
instantly. 

Brian  Fong  is  a  fourth  year  en- 
gineering science  student  working 
in  the  lab.  He  uses  an  instrument 
known  as  a  FOLED  Cluster  Tool  to 
evaporate  the  FOLED  material  and 
condense  it  on  top  of  the  substrate. 

Fong  is  extremely  excited  about 
the  work  he  is  doing  and  the  pos- 
sible revolution  it  may  help  spurn, 
citing  examples  of  current  applica- 
tions already  underway.  Kodak  has 
already  introduced  a  digital  camera 
using  a  FOLED  display,  while  Sony 
Corp.  will  begin  manufacturing 
full-colour  FOLED  display  panels 
for  cell  phones  in  the  spring. 


out  Kyoto  commitment?"  seminar 
held  last  Wednesday,  February  11. 

The  objective  of  the  Kyoto  Pro- 
tocol according  to  Dr.  Macdonald 
is  "the  reduction  of  240  megatons" 
of  emissions  in  Canada  by  2010. 
Policies  that  are  currently  in  place 
would  only  account  for  180  of  240 
megatons  of  emissions.  The  re- 
maining 60  megatons,  called  the 
"magic  number"  by  Dr.  Macdonald, 
needs  to  be  dealt  with. 

A  solution  for  the  60  megatons 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Stewart  involves 
"the  provincial  government  phas- 
ing out  coal"  burning  plants  in 
Ontario  by  2007.  The  Ontario 
government  is  trying  to  work  out  a 
deal  with  the  federal  government 
to  help  it  do  this.  And  according  to 


Dr.  Stewart  this  would  account  for 
two  thirds  of  the  60  megatons. 

Dr.  Stewart  said  "the  debate  on 
Kyoto  was  probably  the  most  sig- 
nificant national  debate  we've  ever 
had  on  our  environmental  issue 
[in  Canada]." 

The  chief  problem  that  has  arose 
was  that  the  federal  government 
was  to  ensure  that  industry  co- 
operates with  Kyoto.  This  caused 
many  provinces,  "particularly 
Alberta"  Dr.  Macdonald  notes,  to 
express  concerns  on  how  much  its 
industry,  mainly  petroleum  pro- 
ducers, contribute  to  emissions 
reductions. 

According  to  Dr.  Stewart  the 
Canadian  government  has  now 
moved  towards  making  individual 


deals  with  the  provinces.  Dr.  Mac- 
donald believes  that  the  provinces 
should  have  been  the  ones  respon- 
sible for  making  sure  emissions 
are  reduced.  He  feels  that  "you 
can't  achieve  [Kyoto  targets]  with- 
out the  provinces — the  provinces 
have  to  be  brought  back  in."  Dr. 
Stewart  on  the  other  hand  feels 
that  industry  should  "keep  getting 
kicks  in  the  right  direction." 

Dr.  Stewart  emphasizes  that  the 
Kyoto  Protocol  "recognizes  that 
voluntarism  was  not  working  on 
climate  change... we  actually  have 
to  bring  in  regulatory  and  other 
measures."  However,  there  was 
no  mention  of  the  types  of  regu- 
latory measures  that  should  be 
undertaken. 
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Taking  the  stigma 
out  of  mental  illness 


by  JOANNE  TANG 
VARSIiy  STAFF 


It  is  estimated  that  one  in  five 
Canadians  will  be  diagnosed 
with  a  mental  illness  at  some 
point  in  their  lives. 

Yet  one  in  four  of  us  would 
not  want  to  socialize  with  a  de- 
pressed person,  and  about  one 
in  two  would  say  the  same  of  a 
schizophrenic,  according  to  a 
recent  study  by  Dr.  David  Gold- 
bloom  and  his  colleagues  at  the 
Centre  for  Addiction  and  Mental 
Health  (CAMH)  in  Toronto. 

The  stigma  associated  with 
mental  illness  is  also  evident  in 
the  media.  Quoting  an  article 
published  last  year  in  Toronto 
Life  magazine,  Goldbloom  tells 
of  the  attitude  of  locals  walk- 
ing by  the  division  of  CAMH  on 
Queen  Street  West.  "The  instinct 
is  to  cross  the  street  where  there 
is  less  chance  you  will  be  mis- 
taken for  someone  who  has  any 
business  with  the  place." 

Speaking  at  the  first  of  three 
lectures  at  U  of  T  on  politi- 
cal power  and  mental  health, 
Goldbloom  admits  that  when  it 
comes  to  mental  illness,  "the 
pathologizing  of  the  other"  is 
still  a  problem  confronted  by 


both  mental  health  patients  and 
professionals. 

One  of  the  keys  to  removing 
stigma  is  through  changing  the 
design  of  the  care  facility  to 
make  it  less  alienating  to  the 
public  and  the  patients. 

In  the  last  half  of  the  1800s, 
when  doctors  began  to  treat 
what  was  then  called  "madness" 
as  a  physical  malady,  massive 
asylums  were  built  one  after 
another  throughout  Europe  and 
North  America  to  care  for  so- 
called  "lunatics"  and  "idiots." 

Goldbloom  contested  the  view 
put  forth  in  the  1960s  and  1970s 
by  scholars  like  philosopher  Mi- 
chel Foucault  and  feminist  critic 
Elaine  Showalter — that  mental 
hospitals  were  essentially  an 
instrument  of  oppression  and 
social  control,  built  to  round 
up  "the  poor,  vagrant,  elderly, 
women,  religious  and  ethnic 
minorities" — and  said  these 
institutions  actually  provided 
workshops  and  field  work  such 
as  farming  to  supplement  the 
care  for  these  patients.  It  was 
due  to  overcrowding  and  short- 
age of  staff,  as  opposed  to  any 
ill  intentions  of  authorities,  that 

See  577G/)Monpagel2 


Health  fair  in  fair  health 


by  PATTY  BAKALOPOULOS 

VABSITY  STAFF  

Healthy  Bodies,  Healthy  Minds  was 
this  year's  theme  at  the  U  of  T  Health 
Fair  on  Wednesday,  February  11.  Lit- 
tered in  the  front  lobby  of  the  Bahen 
Centre,  exhibitors  taught  passing  stu- 
dents how  to  achieve  optimal  health 
and  safety.  "It's  good  the  fair  is  right 
at  the  door  so  everybody  passes  and 
they  can  actually  look  at  the  booths 
and  learn  something,"  commented 
second  year  electrical  engineering 
student  Lisa. 

The  Leave  The  Pack  Behind  (LTPB) 
Campaign  booth  made  a  big  impres- 
sion at  the  fair.  "We  don't  pressure 
people  to  quit  smoking,"  said  Lee  Ness- 
eth,  communications  team  leader.  "We 
offer  resources  to  people  who  want  to 
quit." 

Stop-smoking  student  kits  were 
available  to  help  students  understand 
why  they  began  smoking  and  are 
continuing  to  smoke.  The  kits  contain 
magnets,  candy,  gum,  toothpicks, 
rubber  bands,  a  press  on  tattoo,  an 
LTPB  pamphlet,  and  a  stress  booklet. 
"Stress  is  a  really  big  problem.  That's 
one  of  the  main  reasons  for  smoking," 
insisted  Nesseth. 

An  anonymous  student  at  the  fair 
agreed;  "The  stress  factor  of  univer- 
sity, plus  the  stress  factor  of  parents 
at  home,  has  caused  me  to  take  up 
smoking  again  since  1  began  smoking 
in  high  school." 

The  Heart  and  Stroke  Foundation 


ULYWONG 


Speaking  up  on  health  issues  takes  real  guts,  and  sometimes, 
plastic  ones  too. 


of  Ontario  booth,  focusing  on  nutri- 
tion, physical  activity  and  smoking, 
included  a  poster  of  a  girl  showing 
the  negative  effects  of  tobacco  smoke: 
wrinkles,  skin  damage,  throat  cancer, 
lung  disease,  and  mouth  cancer.  The 
poster  shocked  Sandip,  a  first-year 
pharmacy  student.  "You  realize  it  does 
bad  things  to  you,  but  just  to  see  it,  it's 
different." 

At  the  back-pack  booth,  Pam  Biolo, 
an  RN  at  the  health  service,  noticed  nu- 
merous back-pack  wearing  mistakes 
among  the  passing  students.  "Every- 
one is  wearing  them  too  low.  The  top 
of  your  back  pack  is  supposed  to  be  at 


the  base  of  your  skull  and  the  bottom 
of  your  back  pack  should  be  2  inches 
above  your  waist,"  demonstrated  Biolo 
on  first-year  computer  science  student, 
Kelvin.  "I'm  always  carying  around  re- 
ally heavy  things,  and  1  didn't  know  it 
was  really  bad  for  my  back,"  he  said. 

The  Center  for  Addiction  and  Mentcil 
Health  challenged  myths  surrounding 
alcohol.  The  myth  of  coffee,  food  and 
a  cold  shower  for  treating  a  hangover 
was  debunked;  only  time  allows  alco- 
hol to  leave  the  system.  More  booths 
included  information  on  safe  sex, 
street  safety,  positive  space  aware- 
ness, and  facts  on  drugs. 


Truth  is  Stranger  Than  Fiction 


It  is  quite  common  for  children  to  be  born  with  more  than  doe 
fingers  or  toes.  Called  polydactylism,  this  condition  occurs 
in  as  many  as  2  in  1000  births  according  to  some  sources, 
although  most  extra  digits  are  removed  at  birth.  Some  people 


are  also  born  with  a  condition  known  as  arachnodactylism, 
meaning  "spider  fingers".  As  the  name  suggests,  these  people 
have  abnormally  long  fingers.  Guitarists  Jimi  Hendrix  and 
Chuck  Berry  are  both  purported  to  have  been  arachnodactyls. 


Teaching  Assistants'  Excellence  Award 

Call  for  Nominations  2003-2004 

Nominations  must  reach  the  TATP  Office, 

4""  Floor,  Robarts  Library,  130  St.  George  Street), 

^>v  March  12^  2004. 

Criteria:  Up  to  three  awards  will  be  given  out  on  the 
basis  of  some  or  all  of  the  following:  excellence  in 
teaching,  educational  leadership  and  contribution  to 
undergraduate  education.  More  detail  is  available  at 
the  TATP  web-site. 


Eligibility:  Candidates  must  hold  or  have  held  a 
TAship(s)  of  at  least  100  hours  at  one  of  the  three 
University  of  Toronto  campuses  within  the  last  three 
academic  terms. 

Nominations:  Candidates  may  be  nominated  by 
individuals  (undergraduate  students,  recent  alumni, 
other  teaching  assistants,  faculty,  staff,  etc.)  or 
groups  (student  organizations,  departments,  entire 
classes,  etc.).  Self-nominations  will  also  be  accepted. 

Procedure:  There  is  no  specific  nomination  form. 
Nominators  should  write  a  letter  to  the  selection 
committee  addressing  the  above  criteria.  Letters 
must  include  both  the  nominator's  and  the  candi- 
date's contact  information. 

For  more  complete  information,  see 
www.utoronto.ca/tatp/TeachingAward2003-2004.html 

or  call  the  TATP  office,  416-946-3619. 


UNIVERSITYOFTORO.NTO  <Z^.M1SSISSAUGA 
GREAT  MINDS  FOR  A  GREAT  FUTURE 

Presents 

THE  2004  SNIDER  VISITING  LECTURER 


Dr.  Robert  Buckman,  NiD 

•  Internationally  renowned  oncologist  at 

the  Toronto-Sunneybrook  Regiona' 
Cancer  Centre  and  Professor  in  the  J 
Department  of  Medicine  at  fhe 
University  of  Toronto 

•  Expert  in  communication  and 

broadcasting 

•  Gemini  award-winner  for  the 

series  Magic  or  Medicine 

•  Author  of  several  books  including 
/  Don't  Know  What  To  Say  -  How  To 

Help  And  Support  Someone  Who  Is 
Dying  and  Human  Wildlih 


"Better  Medicine: 
Effective  Communication  Skills 
for  Patients  and  Family  Members" 

Thursday,  February  26,  2004 
8:00  p.m. 

Room  1 37,  Matthews  Auditorium  in  the  Koneff  Centre, 
University  of  Toronto  at  Mississouga 

Admission  is  FREE.  Seating  is  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis. 
UTM  is  located  at  3359  Mississouga  Road  (between  Burnamthorpe  Road  and  Dundos  Street). 
Guest  parking  is  available  free  of  charge  in  lots  2,  4,  8,  and  9. 
Call  905-569-4757  for  more  information. 
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Preparation  Seminars 

Teach  English 
Overseas 

■  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

■  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

■  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

■  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

■  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

■  Free  Repeat  Policy 

■  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240 
1-800-269-6719 

ESL  Teacher  Training  Courses 

■  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

■  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

■  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

■  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

■  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

■  Job  Guarantee  Included 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240  /  f -800-269-671 9 

www.oxfordseininars.coin 

www.oxfordseminars.com 

Double  the  power  of  your  degree 

Hold  the  World  in  y 


The  Post-Graduate 

international  Marketing  Program 

can  put  the  global  business  community  within  your  reach. 

Learn  with  industry  practitioners.  Gain  insights  into  the  European 
market,  the  culture  and  business  environment  throughout  Latin  America, 
the  Asia  Pacific  nations,  and  the  world.  Get  hands-on  experience  with 
valuable  field  placements.  All  in  just  eight  months, 

Call  (416)  675^622,  ext  3207,  H UMBER 

or  e-mail  peter.matlott@humber.ca  The  Business  School 


CATCH  UP  OR 
GET  AHEAD 

With  Your  Courses! 

Enrol  in  Distance 
Education  This  Summer 


Ihe  University  of  Guelph  is 
offering  over  90  degree 
credit  courses,  so  you  can 
CATCH  UP  or  GET  AHEAD! 


REGISTRATION  IS  EASY... 

1 .  Identify  the  Course(s)  you 
wish  to  take. 

2.  Obtain  a  Letter  of  Permission 
from  your  University. 

3.  Send  us  your  registration  as 
soon  as  possible  to  avoid 
disappointment. 

Registration  Deadline: 
April  23,  2004 

Courses  begin  the  week  of 
May  3,  2004 

For  furHier  information,  contact 
M/cice/  Smart  at: 
Tel:  (519)  824-4120  Ext.  56050 
Email:  msmart@open.uoguelph.ca 

or  visit  us  at: 

www.open.uoguelpli.ca 
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Dissecting  a  psychic 

Psychic  impersonator  debunks  the  tricks  of  the  trade 


by  MADELEINE  KHAN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Have  you  ever  wondered  how 
palm  readers  can  make  predic- 
tions? How  did  the  psychic  on 
"Larry  King  Live"  know  so  much 
about  their  callers'  friends  and 
family,  many  of  them  dead?  En- 
ter Timothy  Campbell,  a  psychic 
impersonator  who  claims  he  can 
easily  identify  and  reveal  "seers" 
tricks.  Campbell  spoke  at  OISE  on 
Friday,  Feb.  13. 

"It's  really  very  simple,"  he  says. 
"Psychics  are  very  quick  thinkers, 
utilizing  [volunteered]  informa- 
tion by  working  it  into  his  or  her 
script." 

Campbell  claims  that  a  "mark," 
a  person  who  requests  a  reading 
by  a  psychic,  generally  provides 
enough  useful  fodder  for  the  seer 
to  pull  new  details  out  of  the  air. 
He  provides  an  example  from 
a  recent  Larry  King  Live  show 
which  featured  psychic  Sylvia 
Browne.  One  caller  said  she  was 
distraught  that  she  had  not  "felt 
her  mother's  presence"  for  some 
time,  the  caller  wondered  where 
she  might  be.  Without  skipping  a 
beat,  psychic  Browne  offered:  "Oh, 
she's  with  you.  You'll  see  many 
birds  around. ..and  you'll  smell 
perfume." 

Campbell   says   that  psychics 


employ  certain- techniques,  which 
are  easy  to  spot  if  you  know  what 
to  look  for.  For  instance,  in  the  pre- 
vious example,  Campbell  explains 
that  "...Browne  capitalized  on  a 
world  view  that  a  contented  dead 
person's  spirit  may  hover  in  pleas- 
ant things." 

Another  technique  involves  the 
psychic  "seeing"  the  loved  one 
pointing  to  his/her  head.  This, 
according  to  Campbell,  "...is  just  a 
way  to  draw  out  the  mark,  getting 
him  or  her  to  make  a  connection.  It 
can  be  interpreted  in  many  ways: 
the  person  died  of  a  brain  tumour 
or  a  blood  clot,  the  person  had 
migraines,  or  wants  you  to  think 
about  something.  It's  up  to  the 
mark  to  remember  something  that 
will  make  it  fit." 

Campbell  likens  a  mark  to  a 
customer.  "Psychics  need  to  find 
out  what  the  mark  wants — usually 
closure — and  will  keep  drawing 
out  the  conversation  till  they  get 
some  useful  tidbit  of  information. 
Then  they  give  the  customer  what 
he  or  she  wants." 

Psychics  often  include  un-verifi- 
able  statements  in  their  repertoire 
of  techniques,  says  Campbell.  For 
example,  caller  22,  who  lost  her 
husband  in  a  head-on  collision 
with  another  truck,  was  amazed 
to  learn  that  the  other  driver  was 
asleep  at  the  wheel.  "He  might 


actually  have  been  blind  drunk," 
says  Campbell,  but  since  the 
psychic's  statement  cannot  be 
verified,  she  had  the  freedom  to 
invent  a  scenario. 

But  what  happens  if  the  psychic 
makes  a  mistake?  Psychics  are 
great  at  damage  control.  After 
being  told  by  a  caller  that  a  loved 
one  did  not  have  dark  hair,  Sylvia 
Browne  replied,  "Oh,  1  thought  so, 
because  that's  not  him!"  The  psy- 
chic can  then  use  the  technique  of 
"repackaging,"  or  taking  a  mark's 
volunteered  information  and  re- 
stating it  as  if  she/he  knew  it.  If 
this  doesn't  work,  "love  and  light" 
is  sure  to  melt  a  mark's  heart  and 
provide  consolation.  For  example, 
Browne  said  to  the  widow,  "You 
know,  your  husband  swerved  to 
protect  you." 

Is  there  anything  wrong  with 
providing  closure  and  comfort  to 
grieving  people?  Timothy  Camp- 
bell has  made  it  his  mission  to 
debunk  psychics.  "It  creates  a 
strong  sense  of  moral  outrage  [in 
me]  to  see  grief  turned  into  money. 
What  if  that  person  finds  out  later 
that  the  psychic  was  untrue — they 
have  to  grieve  all  over  again.  Fur- 
thermore, it's  a  lie  against  how 
the  universe  works... that  we  can 
somehow  reach  a  dead  stranger 
any  time,  without  delay,  and  bring 
back  a  pleasant  little  message." 


STIGMA>.  Continued  from  page  II 

many  patients  did  not  receive 
the  level  of  attention  they  need- 
ed, he  said. 

Dr.  David  Wright,  specializing 
in  the  history  of  medicine  at 
McMaster  University  and  also  a 
speaker  at  the  lecture,  research- 
ing patient  documents  admit- 
ted to  psychiatric  hospitals  in 
Ontario  from  the  mid-1800s  to 
about  1904.  About  30  to  45  per 
cent  of  admitants  had  a  length  of 
stay  of  12  months  or  fewer.  Many 
of  those  admitted  were  at  the 
prime  of  their  life;  most  of  them 
were  employed  before  the  onset 


of  their  disorder.  Roughly  equal 
numbers  of  men  and  women 
were  admitted,  and  the  patient 
population  consisted  of  individ- 
uals from  all  walks  of  life. 

In  addition,  Wright  points  out, 
their  reasons  for  admission  bore 
an  "almost  uncanny"  resem- 
blance to  the  major  psychiatric 
disorders  known  today.  With 
this  information,  many  notions 
held  by  critics  of  institutional- 
ization start  to  fall  apart. 

Fast  forward  to  the  21st  cen- 
tury. The  division  of  CAMH  on 
Queen  Street  West  will  undergo 
a  major  redevelopment  that 
will  transform  it  into  what  Gold- 


bloom  calls  an  "urban  village," 
with  facilities  for  clinical  care, 
education  and  research.  There 
will  be  restaurants,  galleries  and 
plenty  of  green  space  integrating 
the  surrounding  neighbourhood 
to  promote  a  healing  environ- 
ment. Rather  than  maintaining 
an  imposing  institutional  fagade, 
the  site  will  consist  of  many 
small  buildings. 

"The  rehabilitative  model 
takes  on  a  holistic  perspective," 
says  Goldbloom.  "It  takes  into 
account  all  areas  of  patients' 
lives — personal,  vocational, 
social,  residential,  and  educa- 
tional." 


Visit  Dai's  web  site  now  to 
learn  about  hundreds  of 
courses.  You  can  register 
as  early  as  March  ist. 
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En  Pointe 


Instead  of  heading  down  to  the  smoky  club  for  a  blaring  rock  concert  or  paying  for  overpriced 
movie  tickets,  why  not  check  out  a  ballet?  Cushy  seats,  beautiful  dancers,  and  fanciful  staging- 
'  what's  not  to  like?  You  don't  have  to  be  an  expert  in  the  world  of  dance  to  enjoy  some  of 
the  current  offerings  on  local  stages.  The  Varsity's  writers  checked  out  the  National  Ballet  of 
Canada's  most  recent  productions  and  found  that  the  company  is  dehnitely  on  its  toes. 


Through  the  looking  glass,  dance-ly 


DANCE  REVIEWi 


Alice  in  Wonderland 


Choreographed  by  Glen  Tetley 


Starring  Sonia  Rodriguez, 
Aleksander  Antonijevic 


Rating:  WW 


by  JOSEF SZENDE 


The  classic  tale  of  Alice  in  Wonder- 
land begins  with  Alice  falling  asleep 
on  her  sister's  lap  as  she  reads  a 
Victorian  moralistic  fairy  tale:  "And 
what  is  the  use  of  a  book,"  thought 
Alice,  "Without  pictures  or  conver- 
sations?" As  I  sat  down  at  the  Hum- 
mingbird Centre  for  the  National 
Ballet's  adaptation  of  my  favourite 
book,  1  thought  to  myself,  "What  is 
the  use  of  a  performance  of  Alice 
without  the  witty  dialogue,  the  madly 
straightforward  narrative,  and  the  il- 
lustrations that  are  a  classic  part  of 
so  many  childhoods?  How  can  they 
create  this  bizarre  world  that  1  have 
perfected  in  my  head?" 

They  didn't,  they  can't, 
and  they  couldn't  have. 
But  what  they  did  instead 
was  equally  interesting.  Almost  all 
adaptations  of  Alice's  Adventures  in 
Wonderland  revolve  around  Lewis 
Carroll  (the  pen  name  for  Charles 
Dodgson),  the  mathematics  genius, 
the  humorous  writer,  children's 
photographer,  and  almost  certainly 
it  seems,  also  a  pedophile. 

He  told  the  stories  to  Alice  and 
then  put  the  stories  together  in  a 


bound  book  to  give  to  her  for  Christ- 
mas, but  regretted  he  wasn't  done 
with  the  illustrations.  In  the  ballet, 
this  plot  was  added  to  Alice's  plot- 
less wanderings.  She  begins  follow- 
ing Carroll  as  he  dances  his  tale  on 
a  summer  day.  She  follows  his  steps 
but  notices  the  White  Rabbit  run 
across  the  stage.  She  follows  him, 
falls  into  a  bottomless  pit,  and  ends 
up  in  Wonderland. 

Each  chapter  of  the  book  involves 
Alice  encountering  a  strange  and 
wonderful  character.  Each  one  is 
incredibly  rude  and  confusing.  Some 
have  suggested  the  characters  have 


JOHNLAUENER 

the  knowledge  of  adults  but  the  at- 
titudes of  children  who  are  forced  to 
live  by  rules  they  hate.  In  the  face  of 
these  lunatics,  Alice's  driving  force 
is  curiosity.  They  can  be  rude  to 
her,  they  may  question  her,  but  she 
always  moves  on,  explores  more, 
and  no  logical  conundrum  is  strong 
enough  to  slow  her  down. 

It  would  have  been  impossible  for 
the  ballet  to  capture  all  this.  It  did 
however  very  cleverly  accomplish 
what  a  ballet  can  do  just  as  well  as 
book:  portray  the  moods  and  emo- 
tions of  certain  scenes.  Once  Alice  is 
in  Wonderland,  the  ballet  proceeds 


to  examine  each  of  her  encounters 
with  new  characters  (with  scenes 
following  the  chapters  of  the  book 
approximately).  Regrettably,  ballet 
dancers  speak,  so  they  could  not 
achieve  any  of  Carroll's  brilliantly 
comic  moments.  Instead,  the  dancers 
conveyed  the  attitude  of  the  charac- 
ters with  movement,  and  all  of  the  hu- 
mor had  to  come  from  their  bodies. 

Most  of  the  time,  we  at  least  got  an 
idea  of  their  character.  They  got  the 
critical  things  right.  All  characters  in 
Wonderland  are  rude  to  Alice,  so  in 
the  ballet  they  all  turned  their  heads 
away  from  her  when  she  saw  each 
of  them  for  the  first  time.  The  cho- 
reography was  undeniably  amusing, 
reminiscent  of  the  best  of  the  Marx 
Brothers. 

However,  without  the  words  I  did 
miss  the  confusing  logical  problems 
inherent  in  the  book  that  never  cease 
to  make  me  smile.  Some  parts  of  the 
dance  were  rather  clever:  to  rep- 
resent Alice  growing  tall  and  short 
from  eating  and  drinking  various 
things,  20  different  female  dancers  of 
different  shapes  and  sizes  crowded 
the  stage,  all  in  Alice  costume.  The 
hookah-smoking  Caterpiller  was 
perfectly  cute  and  elegant  in  the 
way  it  waddled  along  the  ground. 
The  March  Hare  was  perfect.  His 
silly  dance  was  similar  to  the  Mad 
Hatter's  (beautifully  sloppy),  but 
additionally  he  chased  around  the 
White  Rabbit  like  a  real  frolicking 
rabbit.  The  ballet  also  did  a  nice  job 
with  the  underappreciated  character 
of  the  Mock  Turtle:  his  sorrow  at  re- 
membering he  was  once  a  real  turtle 
comes  across  well.  In  fact,  none  of  the 
characters  are  untrue  to  the  book — a 
real  achievement. 

The  critical  thing  about  this  ballet 
was  that  it  brought  up  the  theme  of 
Carroll's  pedophilia.  In  the  book. 


Alice's  realization  that  she  is  in 
Wonderland  is  revealed  with  little 
epiphanies:  "'It  was  much  pleasanter 
at  home,'  thought  poor  Alice,  "when 
one  wasn't  always  growing  larger  and 
smaller,  and  being  ordered  about  by 
mice  and  rabbits.""  Whenever  some 
thought  like  this  occurs  to  Alice,  the 
ballet  moved  to  a  scene  of  Lewis  Car- 
roll dancing  with  Alice  (i.e.  'reality' 
instead  of  fantasy).  These  dances 
get  more  and  more  serious  as  the 
epiphanies  go  by,  and  eventually 
the  audience  realizes  that  something 
isn't  right.  Carroll  and  Alice  are  doing 
a  form  of  ballet  almost  as  sensual  as 
the  tango,  but  he  is  at  least  20  years 
older  than  her,  and  moreover  she  is 
a  little  girl.  It's  here  where  it  is  hard 
to  balance  the  ballet's  more  humour- 
ous slant  with  the  portrayal  of  such  a 
sickening  personality  on  the  stage. 

But  this  theme  of  loss  of  innocence 
is  not  isolated  in  the  production — Al- 
ice finds  a  white  glove  that  the  White 
Rabbit  drops,  and  puts  it  on,  the 
changes  in  body  size  are  reminiscent 
of  puberty,  and  the  long  caterpillar 
who  humps  the  ground  as  he  enters 
and  exits  might  just  be  considered  a 
phallic  symbol.  In  the  end,  however, 
the  audience  does  not  leave  on  a 
sour  note,  as  Alice  comes  out  of  the 
dream,  and  sees  an  older  vision  of 
herself  looking  back  with  nostalgia. 

Though  a  nice  touch,  I  couldn't 
help  but  share  Alice's  sentiments 
from  the  book,  which  ends  with 
a  ridiculous  trial  of  the  Knave  of 
Hearts  where  everyone  seems  to  go 
crazy.  Frustrated,  Alice  cries,  "You're 
nothing  but  a  pack  of  cards!"  Trying 
to  reconcile  the  difference  between 
the  visions  of  Wonderland  in  my 
own  head  and  what  1  had  just  seen, 
I  thought,  "Nice  try,  but  compared  to 
my  imagination,  you're  nothing  but  a 
pack  of  ballet  dancers!" 


Plenty  of  Beauty  in  this  ballet 


byDAVINRAIHA 


We  students  tend  to  approach 
dance  two  ways:  there's  those 
dances  we  can  actually  do,  and 
those  that  we,  well,  can't.  The 
dances  performed  by  the  National 
Ballet  of  Canada  are  obviously  very 
difficult,  yet  their  dancers  achieve 
incredible  grace  and  beauty.  And 
when  this  grace  is  combined  with 
wonderful  music,  then  it  all  adds  up 
to  a  delightful  afternoon. 

The  National  Ballet's  current  pro- 
duction of  Tchaikovsky's  The  Sleep- 
ing Beauty  has  an  interesting  his- 
tory. It  was  first  performed  in  the 
winter  of  1890,  in  St.  Petersburg, 
Russia  but  received  much  criti- 
cism from  professional  writers  of 
the  time  as  being  too  serious  for  a 
'fairy  tale'  ballet.  But,  this  French- 
based  ballet,  with  decorations  and 
costumes  fitting  the  18"^'-century 
French  style  was  very  popular  with 
the  people  of  Russia,  and  with  the 
Tsar.  The  music  was  one  of  the 
three  contributions  Tchaikovsky 
made  to  the  world  of  ballet  (along 
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The  Sleeping  Beauty 


Choreography  by  Rudolf 
Nureyev 


Starring  Sonia  Rodriguez, 
Guillaume  Cote 


Rating:  WV 


with  the  more  famous  Nutcracker 
and  Swan  Lake),  and  the  dancing 
has  always  proved  to  be  a  special 
challenge. 

The  story  of  the  ballet  is  much 
the  same  as  the  classic  fairy  tale. 
The  baby  princess  Aurora  is  cursed 
by  the  wicked  fairy  Carabosse,  that 
if  Aurora  pricks  her  finger  (with  a 
needle,  etc),  she  will  die.  Another 
fairy  alters  the  curse  so  that  if 
pricked,  Aurora  will  only  fall  asleep 
until  awoken  by  a  prince.  Of  course. 
Princess  Aurora  does  stab  her  fin- 
ger on  a  needle  and  falls  asleep. 


The  Prince  Florimund  comes  to  the 
rescue,  falls  in  love  with  Aurora, 
saves  her  with  a  kiss,  and  in  the 
end  they  are  married.  How  perfect 
that  this  romantic  story  was  per- 
formed around  Valentine's  Day. 

The  National  Ballet's  production 
of  Sleeping  Beauty  does  credit  to 
the  splendor  of  the  fairy  tale.  The 
scenery  and  costumes  by  Nicholas 
Georgiandis  were  rich  and  vibrant, 
capturing  the  decorative  spirit  of 
the  classical  French  setting,  and 
the  stage  management  allowed  for 
sets  to  be  changed  in  a  way  that 
allowed  the  show  to  proceed  un- 
impeded, while  maintaining  novel 
features. 

Rudolf  Nureyev's  choreography 
tests  the  principal  dancers  con- 
tinuously, and  the  audience  was 
astonished  at  many  of  the  difficult 
maneuvers,  always  responding 
with  enthusiastic  applause  (often 
before  the  end  of  the  dance/song). 
A  special  mention  should  be  made 
for  Sonia  Rodriguez  who  danced 
the  main  role  of  Princess  Aurora 
(she  alternates  with  three  other 


principal  dancers  in  the  role  during 
the  run  of  the  show)  to  perfection. 

Beloved  former  prima  ballerina 
Karen  Kain  deserves  much  of  the 
credit  for  staging  the  show  beauti- 
fully, with  a  large  corps  de  ballet 
(cast)  all  on  stage  at  once  dur- 
ing much  of  the  production.  The 
famous  dances  like  the  Bluebird 
pas-de-deux  were  showcased  with 
loving  care,  like  small  glittering  fac- 
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ets  on  the  larger  gemstone. 

Dances  like  this  one  are  tough 
acts  to  follow.  But  the  inspiration, 
grace,  and  portrayal  of  love  cre- 
ated a  fun  Valentine's  challenge  for 
any  love-struck  couple — to  see  if 
they  could  match  the  elegance  and 
romance  of  the  ballet. 

The  Sleeping  Beauty  continues  to 
Feb.  29  at  the  Hummingbird  Centre. 
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Write  'em,  cowboy 

Author  and  U  of  T  teacher  Lee  Gowans  work  stems 
from  his  Western  roots 


by  CHRIS  McKINNON 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Writers  come  in  all  forms — talce 
Saskatchewan- farm- boy- turned- 
novelist  Lee  Gowan,  for  instance. 
Now  teaching  writing  at  the  U  of  T's 
School  of  Continuing  Studies,  Gowan 
laughs  a  bit  when  he  talks  about 
growing  up  on  a  farm  in  the  Prairies. 
As  the  eldest  son,  Gowan  might  have 
been  expected  to  take  over  the  fam- 
ily business,  but  the  lure  of  a  different 
life  found  him  leaving  the  Saskatch- 
ewan landscape  behind  him.  Gowan 
soon  found  himself  with  an  M.F.A.  in 
Creative  Writing  from  the  University 
of  British  Columbia,  and  a  collection 
of  short  stories  called  Going  to  Cuba 
(1990)  that  met  with  some  critical 
acclaim.  In  1993,  his  screenplay  for 
Paris  or  Somewhere  landed  him  a 
Gemini  Award  nomination. 

Despite  his  time  spent  in  larger 
cities,  Gowan's  small-town  upbring- 
ing is  hardly  a  distant  memory.  His 
stories  feature  a  host  of  little  Prairie 
towns  and  the  sometimes-bizarre 
cast  of  characters  that  inhabit  them, 
his  work  always  seemingly  aimed 
at  dispelling  the  stereotypes  that 
city-folk  maintain.  His  first  novel. 
Make  Believe  Love  (2001),  tracked 


an  obsessive  one-way  relationship 
between  a  man  from  Toronto  and  a 
librarian  from  Swift  Current. 

At  the  time,  Gowan's  publishers 
were  pushing  him  in  their  New  Faces 
of  Fiction  campaign  (other  alumni  of 
the  campaign,  such  as  Ann-Marie 
Macdonald  and  David  Macfarlane, 
went  on  to  major  critical  and  com- 
mercial success).  With  Make  Believe 
Love,  Gowan  might  have  been  up  to 
something  "new" — not  new  as  in  a 
plotline  you've  never  seen,  or  new  as 
in  stylistically  experimental,  but  the 
novel  was  "new"  in  the  Frankenstein- 
esque  way  that  it  cobbled  together  a 
bunch  of  old  ways  of  thinking  while 
shedding  a  bit  of  light  on  the  West  as 
it  is  now. 

Like  most  of  his  stories,  the  setting 
is  classic  Prairie  fiction:  long  hori- 
zons, blue  skies,  bitter  cold,  and  not 
enough  summer  rain  for  the  farmers' 
fields.  The  characters,  however,  are 
the  same  we  find  everywhere  in  fic- 
tion these  days  (though  rarely  in  sto- 
ries about  the  West).  They  actively 
psychoanalyze  themselves,  watch 
television  game  shows,  and  drink 
Coke.  Gowan's  own  fascination  with 
the  modern  West's  incongruence 
with  its  mythical  persona  is  there 
in  spades. 


"Those  are  the  questions  that  I'm 
trying  to  ask,"  he  says  during  a  recent 
interview  at  his  publishers'  office  in 
downtown  Toronto,  before  he  hastily 
adds:  "I  don't  know  if  I'm  giving  any 
answers." 

Gowan's  recently  released  sopho- 
more effort.  The  Last  Cowboy,  follows 
the  saga  of  Sam  McMahon,  a  banker 
from  the  fictional  town  of  Broken 
Head,  Sask.  who  longs  to  escape  to  To- 
ronto as  his  marriage  and  family  fall 
apart.  The  book  might  be  something 
like  a  study  in  contrasts  (but  prob- 
ably not):  Sam,  the  successful  banker, 
visits  head  office  in  Toronto,  and  all 
the  Easterners  he  meets  call  him 
"cowboy".  Back  home,  he  sees  himself 
as  anything  but.  Transplant  the  char- 
acter of  Ai  Lee,  a  Toronto-based  film 
locations  scout  who  serendipitously 
becomes  entangled  in  Sam's  souring 
marriage  and  family  life,  to  Sam's 
Saskatchewan,  and  bingo,  you've  got 
instant  East-West  antagonism. 

When  asked  if  the  novel  therefore 
contains  something  like  a  thesis, 
Gowan  speaks  earnestly  about  his 
work,  saying  that  he  "wants  to  ask 
questions  about  why  people  [from 
outside  Saskatchewan]  misunder- 
stand the  West."  The  idea  for  The  Last 
Cowboy  came  from  an  experience  he 


had  while  working  on  Paris  or  Some- 
where. Gowan  based  the  screenplay 
on  John  M.  Synge's  classic  play 
The  Playboy  of  the  Western  World, 
but  changed  the  setting  to — where 
else? — Saskatchewan.  When  the 
producers  caught  wind  of  this,  they 
decided  to  make  the  TV-movie  a 


Western. 

"Most  people  only  know  the 
West  from  movies,"  Gowan  notes. 
Some  might  say  it's  lucky,  then,  that 
Gowan's  work  as  an  author  is  all  about 
clearing  up  the  myths  and  miscon- 
ceptions surrounding  Canada's  East- 
West  divide. 


Western  alienation 

Gowan's  latest  falls  flat  in  the  telling  of  the  tale 


by  CHRIS  McKINNON 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  Last  Cowboy  is  the  second  novel 
from  Saskatchewan-born,  Toronto- 
based  author  Lee  Gowan.  It  has  been 
called  "romantic  and  harrowing"  and 
a  "modern  Western."  Of  course,  those 
were  the  words  of  a  publicist,  and  we 
all  know  that  flacks  tend  to  bend  the 
truth  a  bit. 
In  order  of  most  grievous  puffery, 


let's  begin  with  "harrowing".  The 
Last  Cowboy  is  not  particularly  so. 
There's  some  adultery,  some  inter- 
generational  strife.  A  couple  of  the 
main  characters  own  handguns.  But 
mostly  none  of  this  is  very  distress- 
ing. The  story  spends  most  of  its 
time  belly-aching  and  describing  the 
Saskatchewan  landscape,  the  latter 
being  rather  more  palatable  than  the 
former. 
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"Romantic"  can  be  a  bit  more  dif- 
ficult, since  it's  attempted  as  often 
as  it  fails,  but  truly  there  isn't  even 
the  ghost  of  an  attempt  here.  The 
main  character,  Sam  McMahon,  is 
getting  divorced.  All  the  other  folks 
in  the  book  are  pretty  much  celibate, 
except  for  the  mostly  undescribed 
soon-to-be-ex  Mrs.  McMahon,  who 
just  happens  to  be  conducting  an 
(also  undescribed)  affair  with  Sam's 
older  brother  Vern.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that's  about  as  romantic  as  a  hard- 
boiled  egg. 

A  "modern  Western"  is  bit  of  an 
enigma,  the  genre  of  Westerns  being 
for  the  most  part  about  lawless  men 
living  by  their  own  rules  and  taming 


BOOK  REVIEW 


The  Last  Cowboy 


By  Lee  Gowan 


Random  House 


Rating:  Vv 


rugged  nature,  themes  that  wouldn't 
seem  to  modernize  too  well.  Not  that 
it  coulda't  happen — it  just  isn't  hap- 
pening in  this  novel.  With  a  bit  of  a 
stretch  we  could  say  that  the  book  is 
(re-)examining  the  whole  'idea'  of  the 
Western,  but  then  again,  one  might 
just  as  easily  say  otherwise. 

The  bottom  line  is.  The  Last  Cowboy 
is  a  dreadful  bore.  The  major  charac- 
ters are  hardly  compelling.  Sam's 
too  whiny,  for  one  thing.  Ai  Lee,  the 
Torontonian  that  gets  messed  up  in 
Sam's  life,  has  an  irritating  predisposi- 
tion to  psychoanalyze  herself — you'll 


learn  not  just  what  she's  thinking, 
but  how  and  why  she's  thinking  it,  ad 
nauseum.  Sam's  grandfather — osten- 
sibly a  'real'  cowboy — is  grating  in  his 
nostalgic  recollection  of  the  West's 
former  grandeur,  even  more  so  in  his 
internal  monologues  about  why  the 
'old  ways'  were  better. 

The  other  characters  remain  bits  of 
cardboard  cut-out  that  help  move  the 
story  along,  if  that.  The  single  most 
compelling  character,  Vern  (the  wife- 
stealing  older  brother),  is  a  parody  of 
what  you  might  imagine  a  modern 
cowboy  to  be — he  raises  cattle, 
wears  the  boots  and  hat,  drinks  heav- 
ily, womanizes,  and  can  fix  cars — but 
his  promise  is  squandered  in  the 
story's  margins. 

In  much  of  his  earlier  work — Going 
to  Cuba  (1990,  short  stories).  Make 
Believe  Love  (2001,  novel) —  Gowan 
had  a  knack  for  setting  up  characters 
with  a  contemporary  feel  and  situa- 
tions in  pretty  Prairie  landscapes,  but 
no  amount  of  blue  skies  and  fields  of 
gold  can  save  The  Last  Cowboy. 
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Free  trade  can  be  funny 


by  DAVID  SMOOKLER 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Fuck  Conan  O'Brien.  Canadians 
are  comic  geniuses.  That  much  is 
clear  from  TVO's  current  slate  of 
documentaries  about  world  eco- 
nomics and  big  business.  Er,  wait 
a  minute — who  could  make  those 
topics  funny?  Well,  apparently  we 
can.  Along  with  the  brilliant  The 
Corporation  (previously  reviewed 
in  these  pages),  currently  making 
a  killing  on  the  theatrical  and 
festival  circuit,  the  more  whimsi- 
cal Free  Trade  is  Killing  My  Mother 
was  showcased  by  the  local  chan- 
nel last  week. 

Written,  produced  and  directed 
by  former  Varsity  scribe  (and  cur- 
rent Globe  and  Mail  columnist 
and  CBC  arts  show  Play  contribu- 
tor) Jamie  Kastner,  Free  Trade  is 
Killing  My  Mother  explores  the 
necessity  and  absurdity  of  pub- 
lic demonstration.  Based  on  the 
April  2001  gathering  against  the 
Summit  of  the  Americas  meeting 
in  Quebec  City,  the  documentary 
is  an  amusing  and  vivid  journey 
into  the  experience  of  protest. 

The  extremely  likeable  Kast- 
ner is  always  before  the  camera, 
revealing  how  little  most  protest- 
ers know  about  the  topic  they've 
mobilized  against  by  conducting 
ridiculous  interviews,  such  as 
asking  at  the  tourist  information 
centre  in  abysmal  French,  "If  one 
wanted  to  throw  bombs  on  some- 
thing historical  as  a  revolutionary 
symbol,  what  would  be  the  best 
place?" 

No  one  is  safe  from  his 
ridicule:  He  chases  after  (anti- 
globalization  icon,  former  Varsity 
editor/colleague  and  fellow  Globe 
columnist)  Naomi  Klein  asking  for 
an  interview,  making  her  appear 
as  rude  and  self-important  as  any 
corporate  executive.  Amidst  the 
backdrop  of  people  being  gassed 
and  jailed,  he  notes  that  NDP 


MP  Sven  Robinson  "will  be  suing 
the  government"  for  having  his 
pants  torn  in  the  melee.  Everyone 
is  mocked  (equal-opportunity 
mocking?). 

Despite  Kastner's  eye  for  the 
comedic,  his  film  leaves  a  strong 
sense  that  the  viewer  is  getting 
a  broader  picture  of  the  event 
than  any  presented  in  the  con- 
ventional media  at  the  time  of  the 
protest.  This  is  most  evident  in 
the  newspaper  photos  of  the  dem- 
onstration, which  only  show  a  vio- 
lent crowd  at  the  fence,  ignoring 
the  intimidating,  well-armed  and 
organized  police  presence  or  the 
larger  peaceful  protest  occurring 
nearby. 

In  an  interview,  Kastner  de- 
scribes the  protest  as  "a  fascinat- 
ing experience — it  was  scary.  1 
learned  I'm  personally  not  made 
for  front-line  battle,"  he  quips.  Yet 
he  and  his  co-producer/camera- 
man did  end  up  at  the  site  of  vio- 
lence, due  to  "journalist  instincts, 
rather  than  our  desire  to  be  near 
the  line  of  fire." 

Kastner's  ironic  stance  through- 
out the  film  reflects  his  own  strug- 
gle with  the  issues  central  to  the 
demonstration:  in  an  early  shot. 


COtlRTESYTVO 


he  makes  a  point  of  showing  he  is 
wearing  Adidas  shoes  and  drink- 
ing Starbucks  coffee.  "Part  of  the 
genuine  dilemma  for  everybody 
is  there's  no  getting  away  from  it," 
he  explains.  "You  don't  particu- 
larly want  to  support  sweatshops, 
but  it  would  be  a  full-time  job  to 
do  otherwise.  You  just  get  into  a 
full-time  job  of  holier-than-thou 
politics.  I  remember  from  [my 
time  at]  The  Varsity,  'Oh,  you're 
wearing  leather!' Who  fucking 
cares?  After  a  certain  point  it's  so 
solipsistic." 

On  the  other  hand,  he  notes, 
"I  think  it  is  necessary  to  let  the 
powers  that  be  know  that  we're 
not  okay  with  what  they're  doing. 
If  you  view  it  as  a  class  war,  they'll 
say  'So  what?'  as  long  as  they 
can.  Indeed  that  is  the  dilemma, 
that  futile  as  it  may  seem,  it  is 
still  the  correct  human,  humane 
impulse  to  make  the  noise  of  op- 
position, as  opposed  to  totally 
rolling  over  for  it." 

TVO's  documentary  series  con- 
tinues with  like-minded  film  The 
Corporation,  showing  in  three 
instalments:  Feb.  25,  Mar.  3  and 
10  at  10  p.m. 
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SCSU  spring Elections  3004 


Elected  Positions 

President 

Vice  President  Academics 
Vice  President  External 
Vice  President  Students  &  Equity 
Director  (15  positions  open) 

Hired  Positions 

Vice  President  Campus  Life 
Vice  President  Human  Resources 
Vice  President  Operations 


Election  Nominations  Close: 
February  27,  2004, 12noon 
Campaign  Period: 

March  1-16,  2004 
Applications  due:  (hired  positions) 

March  8,  2004,  5pm 
Election  Voting  Days: 

arch  17-18,  2004,  Meeting  Place 


Nominations  &  Applications  available 
in  the  SCSU  Office. 


Scarborough  Campus  Students'  Union,  UTSC 
Room  B330,  Bladen  Building,  1265  Military  Trail 
Phone:  416-287-7047,  Email:  scsu^utsc.utoronto.ca 


rive  Student  Voice  far 
Student  IMeeds 


Elections 


Jive  /y&cv  Stadents^  (^nion 


Directors  (elected) 
SCSU  requires  interested  students  with  ambitions  to  make 
SCSU  and  LTTSC  great.  There  are  1 5  Board  of  Direaors 
that  are  elected  according  to  their  respective  department. 
The  student  from  each  department  who  has  the  most 
amount  of  vcnes  is  elected  as  the  official  UTSC  Academic 
Committee  Representative. 

President  (elected) 

SCSU  requires  a  new  team  leader  -who  has  the  drive  and 
ambidon  to  steer  the  endre  organization  forward  in  a 
progressive  manner.  As  Chief  Excaitive  Officer  (CEO), 
the  President  is  responsible  for  carr^nng  out  the  vision  the 
Board  of  Directors  set  for  the  organization  and  manages 
the  day-to-day  affairs  of  the  organization. 

Vice  President  Academics  (elected) 
SCSU  requires  a  driven  student  advocate  dedicated  to  the 
enhancement  of  smdent  life  at  UTSC  througji  research  on 
academic  issues.  This  position  is  responsible  for  ensuring 
the  accessibility-  and  appeal  of  all  academic  services  to  a 
multiply  diverse  smdent  population. 


Vice  President  Campus  Ijfe  (new;  hired) 
SCSU  is  in  search  of  a  motivated  and  dedicated  student  leader 
to  manage  various  aspects  of  student  life  that  will  contribute 
to  a  better  campus  community.  I'his  includes  significant 
involvement  in  event  planning,  advocacy  for  better  student 
life,  as  well  as  management  of  the  campus  clubs.  This  position 
is  responsible  for  the  enhancement  of  student  life  at  UTSC. 

Vice  President  Operations  (hired) 

SCSU  is  in  search  of  an  organized  and  driven  student  leader 
to  become  the  student  union's  Chief  Financial  Officer  (CFO) 
and  manage  the  financial  affairs  of  the  students'  union 
operations.  This  includes  responsibilit}-  for  the  general 
operation  of  the  students'  union  office,  the  smdent  centre 
and  restaurant  Bluff's. 

Vice  President  Students  &  Equity  (elected) 
SCSU  requires  the  services  of  a  motivated  and  passionate 
student  leader  who  has  a  firm  understanding  and  application 
of  student  life  and  equity  issues.  This  position  is  responsible 
for  voicing  the  opinions  of  UTSC  snidents  to  the  Universitj' 
and  actively  seeking  positive  chattge  for  die  ciihancement  of 
student  life  at  UTSC. 


Vice  President  External  (new,  elected) 
SCSU  requires  the  experience  of  a  strong,  macto-oriented 
individual  who  is  able  to  liaise  and  network  with  various 
University  organizations  (Governing  Council,  SAC,  APUS) 
as  well  as  many  external  organizations  (Government,  CPS). 
This  includes  attending  many  meetings,  participating  in  many 
conferences,  and  implementing  different  campaigns  related 
to  the  UTSC  smdent  body.  This  position  is  responsible  for 
the  effective  representation  of  SCSU  to  the  broader  universit)' 
communit}',  as  well  as  the  community  at-large. 

Vice  President  Human  Resotirces  (new;  hired) 
SCSU  is  in  search  of  a  smdent  who  is  experienced  ^sith  the 
internal  operations  of  a  not-for-profit  corporation  in  die 
midst  of  expanding.  Vice-President  Human  Resources  is 
responsible  for  the  efficient  management  of  all  of  SCSU's 
human  resources,  both  employee  as  well  as  volunteer.  This 
leader  would  ensure  the  optimum  treatment  of  all  SCSU 
employees,  overseeing  benefits  packages,  and  organize  die 
Volunteer  Placement  Program.  This  position  is  responsible 
for  die  enhancement  of  student  opportunities. 


Scarborough  Campus  Students*  Union,  UTSC 
Room  B330,  Bladen  Building,  1265  Military  Trail 
Phone:  416-287-7047,  Email:  scsu@utsc.utoronto.ca 
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Football  coach  steers  Blues  into 
familiar  waters 

With  their  honeymoon  season  over,  Howlett  and  his  stajf  look  to  the  past  to  help  handle  the  future 


DOUG  GIBBONS 

The  Blues  football  team  does  a  little  off-season  duty.  Next  year's  goal:  to  remember  the  Varsity  Blues 
legends  of  yore. 


by  RUSS  HOFF 

VARSITY  STAFF  

Steve  Howlett  knows  that  his  pro- 
verbial honeymoon  as  coach  of 
the  Varsity  Blues  football  team  is 
over.  Almost  exactly  one  year  from 
the  time  he  was  hired  to  right  the 
good  ship  Varsity,  Howlett  no  lon- 
ger sees  the  project  as  rebuilding, 
but  of  building  on  the  positives, 
and  cutting  adrift  the  last  of  the 
negativity  that  has  weighted  down 
the  program  for  the  past  eight  sea- 
sons. The  spotlight  now  off  of  the 
new  coach,  Howlett  intends  to  focus 
on  the  heritage  and  tradition  of  the 
once-proud  Blues  program. 

When  Howlett  first  arrived,  he 
was  forced  to  re-evaluate  his  per- 
ceptions of  what  was  wrong  with 
the  program.  "The  support  from  the 
external  sources  was  there,  and  re- 
ally had  always  been  there,"  says  the 
coach,  "but  I  was  a  little  surprised 
by  the  complacency  that  had  set  in 
among  some  of  the  people  involved 
with  the  team.  After  eliminating  that 
element,  I  think  that  we  have  begun, 
and  can  continue,  to  build  upon  the 
foundations  we  established  in  my 
first  year  here." 

The  coaching  staff  in  place  for  the 
second  year  of  Howlett's  plan  re- 
mains largely  the  same  as  in  2003 — 
a  season  that  saw  the  team  finish 
0-8.  Notably,  former  Queen's  Uni- 
versity head  coach  Bob  Howes  will 
take  on  a  consulting  role  in  2004,  as 
Dan  Crifo  moves  back  into  the  role 
of  Offensive  Line  coach,  a  position 
he  had  held  since  2001.  Also,  Marius 
Locke,  a  former  Blues  player,  will  be 
stepping  in  to  help  fill  the  expected 
void  that  the  strains  of  fatherhood 
will  put  on  incumbent  defensive 
backs  coach  Aaron  White. 

Former  Toronto  Argonaut  player 
Keith  Castello  will  be  brought 
aboard  to  assist  in  the  coaching 
and  development  of  linebackers. 
Howlett  expects  the  former  pro- 
fessional to  bring  a  much  needed 
frame  of  reference  to  a  Blues  team 


that  often  looked,  last  season,  like  it 
was  playing  in  a  high  school  game. 
Howlett  hopes  that  this  shuffling  of 
coaches  and  the  addition  of  Locke 
and  Castello  will  help  get  the  young 
Blues  prepared  for  the  challenges 
they  will  face  each  week  in  the  very 
competitive  Ontario  University  As- 
sociation (OUA). 

With  fellow  OUA  teams  undergo- 
ing various  levels  of  upheaval,  2004 
could  become  a  season  of  competi- 
tive football  for  the  Blues.  However, 
Howlett  is  not  a  false  optimist.  "Of 
course,  1  would  like  to  win  every 
game  we  play,"  he  says,  "but  that 
isn't  the  criteria  I  set  out  for  the  suc- 
cess of  these  players,  or  my  team." 

The  best  measuring  stick  for  the 
Blues,  says  the  coach,  is  the  solidity 
of  the  team's  identity.  According  to 


Howlett,  these  athletes  are  not  just 
football  players  for  the  university, 
but  guardians  of  the  tradition  of 
the  past  glory  and  sorrow  of  the 
program's  entire  history.  To  be 
a  Varsity  Blue  is  something  that 
Howlett  feels  is  integral  to  playing 
football  at  this  school. 

As  his  players  raise  their  stan- 
dards, Howlett  thinks  it  is  time  that 
the  support  structure  around  the 
Varsity  program  be  brought  up  to 
speed.  Or  at  least  brought  on  par 
with  the  other  tradition-rich  foot- 
ball programs  in  Ontario.  "It  is  im- 
portant for  the  alumni  to  contribute 
financially,  but  obviously  it  has  to 
be  perceived  by  them  as  more  than 
just  writing  a  cheque  once  a  year," 
says  Howlett. 

The  Blues  took  the  step  this  year 


of  reaching  out  to  alumni  who  could 
directly  impact  the  team's  on-field 
product.  They  invited  a  number 
of  former  Blues  who  now  coach  at 
the  high-school  level  to  the  annual 
team  banquet. 

The  Blues  have  also  been  striv- 
ing to  increase  their  profile  in  the 
Ontario  minor  football  scene.  In 
December,  the  Blues  hosted  a 
scouting  combine  for  Ron  Dias'  "All- 
Star  Football,"  the  largest  football 
prospect  identification  and  scout- 
ing service  in  the  province.  This 
granted  the  coaching  staff  access 
to  a  large  number  of  prospects, 
an  effort  that  is  helping  the  Blues' 
popularity  grow.  "For  the  first  time, 
I  have  heard  kids  from  Alberta  men- 
tion U  of  T  in  their  top  three  choices 
for  schools,"  said  Howlett.  "When  I 


was  coaching  in  Alberta,  this  was 
unheard  of,  and  1  think  that  we  are 
doing  a  lot  to  change  the  perception 
of  the  school,  for  athletes." 

Howlett  also  has  plans  to  rein- 
state the  annual  football  camp  for 
high  school  kids  this  coming  spring. 
The  Blues  coaching  staff  hope  that 
this  camp  will  attract  a  large  num- 
ber of  players  within  the  city,  per- 
haps helping  the  team  loosen  the 
strangle-hold  York  University  has 
held  on  the  Toronto  talent  pool  in 
recent  years. 

Although  Howlett  doesn't  see 
York  as  any  more  or  less  competi- 
tion for  recruits  than  any  other  OUA 
school,  the  booming  Toronto  minor 
football  scene  has  been  an  area  of 
recent  recruiting  riches  for  York, 
while  it  has  gone  virtually  untapped 
by  the  Blues.  Overall,  the  hope  is 
that  the  Blues  program  can  estab- 
lish relationships  with  "feeder" 
schools,  much  like  other  OUA  teams 
have  managed  to  accomplish  in 
their  respective  cities. 

What  Howlett  stresses  more 
than  anything  else  is  that  despite 
a  turbulent  first  season,  the  vision 
for  the  team  remains  the  same.  The 
Blues  are  not  a  football  team  based 
on  winning  and  losing  so  much  as 
they  are  based  on  the  tradition  and 
heritage  of  those  that  came  before. 
If  this  foundation  is  laid,  Howlett  be- 
lieves, then  success  will  inevitably 
follow. 

All  things  considered,  Howlett  is 
keeping  his  promise  to  re-establish 
the  pride  of  the  Blues.  Although 
there  is  an  obvious  gap  between  the 
Blues  program  and  the  successful 
OUA  programs  (think  McMaster  and 
Queen's),  the  U  of  T  team  always 
stands  a  chance  in  the  fluctuating 
league.  While  no  one  involved  with 
the  Blues  has  Yates  Cup  (provincial 
championship)  delusions  for  2004, 
it  will  be  very  interesting  to  watch 
as  Howlett  marshals  his  forces  to 
compete  in  the  always  entertaining 
OUA. 


A  pirate's  life  for  me:  the  trials  and 
travails  of  the  fencing  apprentice 


byJ.P.ANTONACCI 


1  am  not  what  you  might  call  a 
swashbuckler.  The  only  villains  I 
have  dispatched  to  Davey  Jones' 
locker  have  been  made  of  plastic, 
and  I've  never  wielded  a  sword  in 
lethal  combat.  Yet  despite  my  lack 
of  sabre-rattling  experience,  I  was 
haunted  with  images  of  lightning 
duels  and  zinging  wisecracks  a  la 
Pirates  of  the  Caribbean  and  The 
Princess  Bride,  until,  succumbing 
to  the  delusions,  1  signed  up  for  a 
one-hour  intro-to-fencing  course 
at  the  Athletic  Centre's  Fencing 
Salle. 

It  appeared  I  was  not  the  only 
one  with  aspirations  to  one  day 
take  down  Darth  Vader,  as  about 


15  students — guys  and  girls  of  all 
ages — had  plunked  down  the  five 
pieces  of  gold  needed  to  play  pi- 
rate for  an  hour.  I  soon  found  out, 
to  my  begrudging  acceptance, 
that  beginner  fencing  contains 
none  of  the  spark-flying  duels  I'd 
hoped  for.  Good  thing,  too,  since 
my  fencing  career  got  off  to  a  less 
than  auspicious  start  when  1  held 
the  sword  in  the  wrong  hand  and 
dropped  into  a  lopsided  en  garde 
position. 

Lead  by  Nicholas  Rudzik,  as- 
'sistant  coach  of  U  of  T's  fencing 
team,  and  under  the  guidance  of 
head  coach  maitre  Ken  Wood,  our 
band  of  initiates  learned  the  basic 
stance  and  movements  of  fenc- 
ing, as  well  as  lunge  and  defense 


postures.  Although  most  of  us  had 
never  held  a  sword  before,  not 
even  the  lightest  epee,  we  all  en- 
thusiastically attacked  the  prob- 
lem of  not  falling  over  while  slid- 
ing back  and  forth  and  lunging. 

1  was  impressed  with  the 
amount  of  focus  even  this  basic 
fencing  lesson  required.  Although 
my  opponent  was  five  feet  away 
and  Rudzik  was  dictating  all  of 
our  moves  to  avoid  any  actual 
contact,  it  took  a  lot  of  concentra- 
tion and  reflexes  to  counter  his 
steps  effectively.  I  winced  when 
1  tried  to  imagine  the  the  mental 
and  physical  agility  required  in 
a  competitive  match  of  "physical 
chess,"  as  fencing  is  known. 

In  fact,  fencing  is  becoming 


more  and  more  competitive  in 
Ontario  as  the  sport  continues  to 
grow.  There  are  currently  three 
to  four  hundred  competitive 
fencers  per  sword  (epee,  foil  and 
sabre)  in  the  province.  U  of  T  has 
a  strong  fencing  team  that  com- 
petes in  provincial  tournaments. 
Many  of  its  members  are  veterans 
of  the  weekly  programs  offered  at 
the  AC.  (If  you're  interested  and 
in  town,  check  out  the  course  of- 
fered this  summer.) 

Though  at  the  close  of  the 
session  our  mottled  crew  of 
swordslingers  hadn't  quite  been 
moulded  into  a  crack  team  of 
Ninja  Turtles,  we  had  made  a 
few  friends  and  picked  up  some 
good   tips   about   a   sport  that 


turned  out  to  be  quite  different 
from  our  wildest  dreams.  Still 
pressing  for  some  story  to  tell 
my  friends  about  this  adventure, 
1  asked  Rudzik  whether  in  com- 
petition he  could  anticipate  his 
opponent's  next  move  by  "seeing 
it  in  his  eyes."  With  the  look  of  a 
man  who'd  been  asked  that  ques- 
tion one  too  many  times  in  his  12 
years  of  fencing,  he  sagely  point- 
ed out  that  if  he  was  looking  at  an 
opponent's  eyes  he  wasn't  looking 
at  the  tip  of  his  sword.  Turns  out 
looks  can't  kill,  only  the  blades 
can.  1  stand  corrected — touche. 

With  a  final  gesture  of  thanks  to 
our  opponents,  leaving  our  sword- 
hand  free  in  case  of  a  dirty  trick, 
we  trudged  back  to  the  outside 
world  with  a  taste  of  how  disputes 
were  settled — permanently — in 
medieval  times.  Although  I'm  not 
ready  for  a  tournament,  armed 
with  this  new  knowledge  and  my 
trusty  epee,  I  might  have  enough 
skill  to  play  an  extra  in  Pirates  II. 
With  my  luck,  it'll  probably  be  one 
who  gets  killed  off  early. 
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Coming  back  for  seconds 

Mens  volleyball  looking  to  beat  out  Torkfor provincial  championship 


byMATTSOMERS 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  super-powered  men's  volleyball 
team  have  put  themselves  in  great 
shape  to  repeat  as  OUA  champions. 
Last  Thursday  evening,  they  defeated 
the  York  Lions  in  the  first  game  of  a 
best-of-three  championship  series. 

Anything  short  of  a  win  would  have 
come  as  a  surprise,  however,  seeing  as 
the  Blues  have  defeated  the  Lions  in 
all  three  of  their  meetings  this  season. 
In  every  case,  U  of  T  squeaked  by  with 


a  3-2  win  over  their  cross-town  rivals. 

In  the  first  game  of  the  finals,  the 
Blues  were  able  to  rally  to  beat  the 
York  Lions  in  three  straight  sets.  The 
scores  were:  25-16,  25-21,  and  28-26  in 
a  nail-biting  final  frame. 

A  large  reason  for  the  success  was 
the  play  of  four-time  OUA  All-Star 
Marc  Arseneau.  He  slammed  a  game- 
high  18  kills  down  the  throats  of  the 
Lions,  who  struggled  to  find  ways  to 
stop  the  man  with  the  strong  hands. 

York  had  various  chances  to  put 
the  Blues  away  in  the  third  set,  hav- 


ing four  set  points  starting  at  24-19. 
However,  U  of  T  was  able  to  wake  up 
and  apply  the  pressure,  and  the  Lions 
eventually  collapsed. 

Guyanese-born  middle-blocker 
Brian  Sylvester  made  an  impressive 
block  for  the  Blues  at  the  27-26  point, 
to  win  the  set  and  the  match  for  his 
team. 

The  Blues  "player  of  the  game"  title 
went  to  first-year  student  and  OUA  All- 
Rookie  team  member  James  Mackay. 
The  second  game  of  the  series  went 
down  on  Sunday  night  at  York. 


Have  you  ever  thought  about  working  at  summer  camp?  At  the  Ontario 
Camping  Association's  Summer  Camp  Job  Fair,  you  can  meet  face 
to  face  v^ith  directors  from  day  and  residential  summer  camps  from  all 
over  Ontario.  You'll  find  out  about  job  openings,  pay  rates,  and  hundreds 
of  exciting  opportunities  to  develop  nev^  skills.  Working  at  camp  offers 
so  much  more  than  just  a  paycheque.  You  grow  as  a  leader,  make  new 
friends,  and  get  the  chance  to  moke  a  difference  in  the  life  of  a  child.  So 
come  to  the  Summer  Camp  Job  Fair  and  find  out  why  working  at  camp 
may  be  the  best  job  you  ever  have! 

For  more  information  about  the  Job  Fair,  call  the  OCA  office  at  416- 
485-0425  or  visit  our  website  at  www.ontcamp.on.ca/jobfair. 

The  Ontario  Camping  Association 

Suimner  Camp  Job  Fa 

Saturday,  February  28,  2004,  1 1 :00  am  to  2:00  pm 
North  Toronto  Collegiate  Institute 

70  Roehampton  Ave.  (just  north  of  Eglinton  subway  station) 
Toronto,  Ontario 


mimzmfm 

ASSOCUTIW 


The  Sign 
of  a 

Good  Camp 


Ontario  Camping  Association 

250  Merton  St.,  Suite  403,  Toronto,  ON  M4S  1  Bl 
p:  4 1 6-485-0425   f:  4 1 6-485-0422 
info@ontcamp.on.ca  www.ontcamp.on.ca 


Triple  threat 


GAVIN  BR«UER 


Well,  the  Varsity  Blues  swim  teeun  hdts  done  it  again.  At  last  week's 
provincial  championships,  the  women's  team  walked  away  with 
their  fourth  straight  title,  and  the  men  with  their  third  first-  place 
finish  in  as  many  yeju^.  As  expected,  it  was  U  of  T's  rookie  Jennifer 
Porenta  0^^)       teammate  Matrcia  Bryon  (right)  who  helped  the 
women's  Blues  rake  in  an  unvelievable  18  gold  medals.  Porenta 
broke  an  OUA  record  for  the  50m  freestyle,  and  both  her  tmd  Bryon 
finished  the  championship  with  four  first-place  finishes  each. 
Porenta  has  since  been  recognized  as  a  Canadian  Interuniversity 
Sport  (CIS)  athlete  of  the  week,  and  shared  similar  honours  with 
Bryon  for  the  Ontario  University  Association  (OUA).  Assistant  coach 
Linda  Kiefer  (middle)  was  also  recognized  for  her  team's  success — 
she  was  nzuned  the  OUA  Female  Coach  of  the  Year. 


SPORTS  BRIEF 


All  hail  the  TRY-Cup  chiefs 

Ttie  scores  are  in  and  the  num- 
bers have  been  tallied.  U  of  T 
is  now  the  official  winner  of  the 
inaugural  TRY-Cup  title.  The 
Cup,  introduced  this  academic 
year  to  spark  intra-city  rivalry, 
is  a  point-based  competition  be- 
tween select  teams  from  Toronto, 
Ryerson,  and  York  universities. 
After  a  four-game  weekend  bas- 
ketball sweep  of  the  Ryerson 
Rams,  the  Blues  cemented  their 
position  at  the  top  of  the  heap 


to  take  home  the  trophy.  It  was  a 
tight  race  throughout,  with  York 
nipping  on  U  of  T's  heels  all  year. 
U  of  T  finished  with  a  15-5  record, 
only  one  win  better  than  York's 
14-6  showing.  The  poor  Rams 
came  in  a  resounding  third  at  1- 
19,  with  a  single  victory  logged 
against  the  Blues  men's  volleyball 
team.  The  pressure  is  now  on  for 
2004-2005,  as  the  Blues  will  try  to 
maintain  their  exalted  position 
as  kings  and  queens  of  the  GTA 
castle,  keeping  all  the  others  as 
dirty  rascals. 


$port$@thevar$ity.ca 


Telehealth  Ontario 
1-866-797-0000 

TTY:  1-866-797-0007 


Free  access  to  registered  nurses 
24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week, 
www.  HealthyOntario.  com 


Ontario 


Free,  confidential  health 

advice  from  people 
who  are  actually  qualified 

to  give  it. 


Double  the  power  of  your  degree 


Make  a  career 
\^  out  of  the  game 
'  \  you  love. 


with  a  6-month  post-graduate  certificate  program  In 

Professional  Golf  Management 


If  you're  a  university  or  college  graduate,  you  may  qualify  for  Humber's 
unique,  program.  It  combines  both  business  administration  and  goif 
management  operations  training.  Call  (416)  675-6622,  ext  3220 
e-maii  ray.chateau@humber.ca 

*  HUMBER 

The  Business  School 


www.business.humber.ca 


CounoU 
Election  2004 

Nominations  are 
now  Open 


What  does  SGS  Council  do? 

SGS  Council  is  primarily  responsible 
for  establishing  policies  and 
procedures  concerning  the 
administration  and  quality  of  graduate 
studies  at  the  University  of  Toronto. 

SGS  Council  considers: 

•  changes  in  SGS  policy 

•  new  degree  proposals 

•  new  program  proposals 

•  changes  in  admission 
requirements 

•  changes  in  program  regulations 

•  fellowships  and  awards  policy 

•  reports  of  ad  hoc  committees 

•  review  reports  of  SGS 
centres/institutes 

•  other  matters  as  appropriate 

Nomination  forms  are  available 
from 

SGS  Website 

School  of  Graduate  Studies 
Graduate  departments 
Graduate  centres/institutes 
Graduate  Students  Union 

Terms  of  office: 

Terms  begin  July  1,  2004,  Faculty 
terms  are  normally  for  three  years. 
Student  and  staff  terms  are  for  one  or 

two  years. 


Vacant  Seats: 


1      Chair/Director  of  a  graduate 
unit  in  Social  Sciences 

6      Full  Members  of  Graduate 
Faculty 

3  in  Humanities 
1  in  Social  Sciences 
1  in  Physical  Sciences 
1  in  Life  Sciences 

9      Graduate  students 

3  in  Humanities 

1  in  Social  Sciences 

2  in  Physical  Sciences 

3  In  Life  Sciences 

3      Administrative  staff 

2  from  any  graduate  unit 
1  from  SGS 


Eligibility: 

Candidates  must  be  full  members 
(non-Emeritus)  of  the  graduate 
faculty  or  registered  graduate 
students  in  the  division  in  which  they 
have  been  nominated.  Administrative 
candidates  must  be  continuing  or 
contractually-appointed  members  of 
the  University  administrative  staff. 


SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED 

Looking  for  men  between  the  ages  of 
18-38  to  participate  in  a  sperm  donor 
program  tfiat  pays  up  to  $190  weei^ly. 
Call  XYTEX  at  416-924-3021. 

MYSTERY  SHOPPERS 

Urgently  wanted.  Fun  &  perfect  for 
student.  Flexible  hours,  excellent  pay, 
PT/FT.  FREE:  Dining,  shopping,  movie, 
video,  travel  &  merchandise.  Call  416- 
202-8844  ext.  8 

GENERAL  HELP  WANTED  IN  A 
MEDICAL  CLINIC 

Part-time,  pays  $8  per  hour.  Call  416- 
533-3636. 

CAMP  COUNSELORS  WANTED 

For  private  Michigan  boys/giirs  camps. 
Teach!  Swimming,  canoeing,  skiing,  sail- 
ing, sports,  computers,  tennis,  archery, 
riding,  crafts,  climbing,  golf,  guitar  & 
more!  Office  maintenance  jobs  too. 
Salary  $1750  on  up  plus  room/bd.  Apply 
online  www.greenwoodscamp.com,  or 
call  888-459-2492, 

FREELANCE  TRANSLATORS/ 
INTERPRETERS  WANTED 

Fax  resume  to  416-751-0041  or  mail 
to  1095  O'Connor  Dr  PO  Box  99607 
Toronto,  Ontario  M4B  3M9. 

BUSINESS  GRADUATE  NEEDED 

To  help  student  research,  write,  and  edit 
different  business  subjects.  Good  pay 
rate.  Details  416-280-6113. 

HELP  WANTED 

Tutoring,  dance  instructors,  bar  staff, 
maiter/maitress,  ESL  teachers  needed. 
Contact:  416-993-2771. 

P/T  KENNEL  TECHNICIAN  REOUIRED 

For  animal  hospital  near  U  of  T.  Evenings 
and  alternate  weekends.  Please  fax 
resume  Attn:  Jill  (416)  537-3652. 

SALES  ASSOCIATE  REQUIRED 
ENTHUSIASTIC  AND  MOTIVATED 

Sales  person  to  join  Higher  Ground,  a 
casual  outdoor  clothing  store.  Part-time 
position  available.  15-20  hours  per 
week.  Yonge-Eglinton  area.  Call  Kevin 
Roher  416-486-2488. 


Classifieds 


LARGE  BEACH  DUPLEX  ON  AN 
AMAZING  STREET 

Stunning  2  storey,  2  bedrooms,  2  modern 
baths,  fireplace,  skylights,  &  free  top 
.deck.  $1,800  plus  utilities.  Available  mid 
April.  Call  416-690-5100  Dianne  Chaput. 

SINGLE  ROOM  ACCOMMODATIONS 
AVAILABLE 

Close  to  corner  of  University  and  Elm. 
Tours  are  available.  Floors  are  accompa- 
nied by  laundry  facilities,  kitchenettes, 
and  full  bathrooms.  Please  call  IVlartin 
at  416-595-9810. 

STYLISH  STUDENT  ACCOMMODATION 

At  centrally  located  Toronto  Hotel. 
Unique,  modern,  fully  furnished  accom- 
modations, incl.  'phone,  TV/cable, 
high-speed  DSL  internet  access.  24  hr. 
security.  Sept.-Aprhousing.  (No  12  mth. 
commitment  req'd).  Rates  from:  $725.00 
per  mth.  Tours  avail.  Mon.  -  Fri.  9:00 
am  -  5:00  pm.  Ill  Carlton  Street.  Call 
Joseph:  416-977-8000. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  1  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr.  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr. 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  +. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  1  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Explore  avenues  of  greater  self-aware- 
ness, personal  well-being  and  enhanced 
productivity.  Flexible  fee  scale.  Toronto 
trained.  Dana  Carciumaru.  M.A., 
O.A.C.C.RP  Tel:  416-457-1878. 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor.  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies.  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessav@bellnet.ca 

BILL  GATES  NEVER  GRADUATED 
FROM  COLLEGE 

Seize  the  opportunity  while  you're 
young!  We'll  help  you  get  started  with 
an  internet  business  for  only  $99,  please 
visit:  www.volcanica.com  and  click  on 
BUSINESS  CONSULTING,  contact  us  at: 
startyourinternetbusiness@yahoo.com 


COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C,  C-H-,  VB  and  Data  Structures. 
Tutoring,  Exam  Review.  Programming 
Lessons.  Ed  416-785-5115  students 
@cstutoring.com 

TOO  MANY  ESSAYS 
TOO  LITTLE  TIME? 

Essay  Experts  Can  Help!  We  provide 
essay  writing/editing/research  ser- 
vices. Professional  writers.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed!  No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 
1-877-974-TEXT  Essayexperts.ca 

HELP  WITH  FRENCH 

Teacher  from  France,  translator  for 
15  years,  tutor  for  8  years,  worked  for 
U  of  T  &  Glendon  College  Professors. 
Conversations,  proofreading,  writing, 
essays,  research,  exam  preparation. 
416-429-8918. 

GET  HELP  NOW 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  133,135,136, 235,  CHM  138, 139, 
247,  PHYS  110,  STATS  221,  ECO  220.  Past 
tests  and  exams  with  solutions  available 
for  practice  (416)  785-8898, 


For  more  information  contact:  416-946-3427 
Steve  Rutchinski.  School  of  Graduate  Studies,  65  St  George  Street 

Nominations  Close  at  5:00  p.m.  March  16'^,  2004 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rales  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 
issue-Monday  noon.  Enquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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Milking  goes  virtual 


UDDER  INSANITY 


^  Lives:  7 


Funds:  $-412 


MILK: 


bvKINTARO 


What  could  be  more  fun  than 
milking  virtual  cows?  Those 
who've  played  the  online  game 
called  Udder  Insanity  know  the 
answer:  absolutely  nothing.  In  Ud- 
der Insanity,  you're  a  dairy  farmer, 
struggling  to  milk  your  cows  fast 
enough  to  keep  them  from  swell- 
ing up  and  bursting. 

While  the  game  is  loading 
you're  treated  to  such  fascinating 
cow  facts  as  "Ilawarra  cows  are 
good  for  making  milk."  Before  you 


click  the  start  button,  make  sure 
you're  ready  to  devote  your  full 
attention  to  keeping  those  cows 
good  and  milked,  because  once 
it  starts,  the  slightest  distraction 
can  mean  cow  carnage. 

If  you  don't  milk  them  fast 
enough,  their  eyes  start  to  bug 
out.  Neglect  them  a  little  longer 
and  they  explode,  gorily  (see 
above).  But  don't  milk  them  too 
fast.  If  a  cow  doesn't  have  any 
milk  and  you  start  pulling  on  its 
teats,  it  gives  you  an  indignant 
stare.  If  you  keep  on  tugging  any- 


way, it's  head  explodes.  That's 
bad,  because  if  you  kill  too  many 
cows,  it's  game  over. 

Every  once  in  a  while,  a  giggling 
ruffian  in  a  took  will  come  by, 
looking  to  tip  your  cows.  That's 
when  you  need  to  step  over  to  the 
tree  stump  and  blast  away  with 
your  shotgun.  You'll  know  when 
you  hit  him  because  he  screams. 

Roll  up  your  sleeves  and  start 
playing  Udder  Insanity  at  http:// 
www.  rottentomatoes.  com/games/ 
udder/game. php. 


CAMPUS  EVENTS 


Active  Women's  Week  at 
the  AC 

Tues  Feb  24; 

Strength  &  Conditioning  Centre 
Orientation.  1-2  pm.  Free  &  open 
to  students,  faculty  and  staff. 
Location:  Strength  &  Condition- 
ing Centre,  Faculty  of  Physical 
Education  and  Health  (Athletic 
Centre),  55  Harbord  St. 

Wellness  as  a  State  of  Mind 
and  Attitude 

Featuring:  Cynthia  Wesley-Es- 
quimaux. Thurs  Feb  26,  2-4  pm. 
Free  &  open  to  the  public.  Loca- 
tion: First  Nations  House-  563 
Spadina  Ave,  3rd  Floor-  in  the 
lounge.  Wheelchair  accessible. 

Her  Spiritual  Journey: 
Karen  Armstrong 

Best-selling  author  of  A  History  of 
God,  The  Battle  tor  God,  Islam,  and 
Buddha  brings  us  her  powerfully 
engaging,  often  heartbreaking, 
and  occasionally  humourous 
new  book  The  Spiral  Staircase: 
My  climb  out  of  darkness.  Thurs 
Feb  26.  St.  Barnabas'  Anglican 
Church,  361  Danforth  Ave  (at 
Chester).  7:30  pm.  Free.  For 
more  info  call  (416)  978-7989  or 
e-mail  events@uoftbookstore. 


Town  Hall  Meeting:  Revital- 
izing Toronto 

Toronto  Mayor  David  Miller,  U  of 
T  president  Robert  Birgeneau, 
Elyse  Allan,  president  and  CEO 
of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade, 
and  John  Cartwright,  head  of 


the  Toronto  Labour  Council  dis- 
cuss ideas  and  strategies  in  the 
campaign  to  revitalize  Toronto 
at  a  public  meeting.  Wed  Feb  25, 
7  pm  at  Innis  College  Town  Hall, 
2  Sussex  Ave.  Sponsored  by  U  of 
T's  urban  studies  department 
and  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Buddhism  Lecture 

Peacemaking-experiences  of  the 
Dalai  Lama,  Aung  San  Suu  Kyi  & 
other  Buddhists,  by  Prof.  M.  Spen- 
cer. Feb.  26,  6  pm,  William  Doo 
Auditorium,  45  Willcocks  Street 
(basement).  Free  admission.  For 
more  info  call  416-993-1940  or 
email  peacemaking@rogers.com. 
Event  co-sponsored  by:  New  Col- 
lege, the  Institute  for  Women's 
Studies  and  Gender  Studies,  the 
U  of  T  Buddhist  Community  & 
Buddhist  Student  Association. 

Amandla!  A  Revolution  in 
Four  Part  Harmony 

The  power  of  song  to  commu- 
nicate, motivate,  console,  unite 
and  ultimately  beget  change. 
Amandla!  tells  the  story  of  Black 
South  African  freedom  music 
and  reveals  the  central  role 
it  played  in  the  battle  against 
apartheid.  Presented  with  Hart 
House  of  U  of  T  as  part  of  Black 
History  month.  Fri  Feb  27,  Innis 
College  Town  Hall,  2  Sussex  Av- 
enue. For  more  info,  visit  http: 
//www.harthousemusic.com  or 
call  (416)  978-2452. 

Free  listings  for  campus  events. 
Email  editor@theoarsity.ca. 


How  Far  Will  You  Go? 


Go  all  the  way  with  great  deals  from  Travel  CUTS 


Return  from  Toronto 


London 

Halifax 

Hong  Kong 

$419 

(Heathrow) 

$108 

$895 

Amsterdam 

Vancouver 

Bangl^olc 

$499 

$249 

$1099 

Frankfurt 

Mexico  City 

Sydney 

$509 

$468 

$1079 

Paris 

San  Jose 

Auckland 

$519 

$627 

(Costa  Rica) 

$1299 

(Free  Stop  in  Sydney) 

Flv  for  FREE  to  London  ^ 

VrfheT  you  purchase  selected  tours  : 

Visit  11  countries  in  31  days, 


Q     contijd  from  $3275 

Eurailpass  fom  $568 

f  ^  !  Visit  up  to  17  countries  ; 
I  jlR  J  witii  a  15  day  travel  pass. 


j^AIr  Transat  Holidays 

,  ^        Breai<  for  the  Beacli 

I  1^  from  $999  , 

"'\_^  Cuba  •  Mexico  •  Dominican  Republic^/ 

f  Bon  Voyage™ 

!  Don't  be  an  ... 

Travel  Insurance  ^ 
from  $1  a  day*/ 


Subject  to  availability.  Taxes/surcharge  are  additional. 

'^IRAVELCinS 


See  the  world  your  way 


Backpacking  Australia/NZ 

Feb  25, 7:30  pm.  Indigo  Books  Yorkdale  Mall  -  3401  Dufferin  St. 

Exploring  Canada 

March  3,  7:30  pm.  Indigo  Books  Manulife  Centre  -  55  BloorSt  W. 
For  complete  talk  list  or  to  RSVP  go  to:  www.travelcuts.com 


We  are  the  largest  Canadian  owned  retail  travel  company. 


187  College  St.  416.979.2506  www.travekuts.coni 
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SAC  bans  foreign  languages  from  campaign  posters 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Candidates  for  the  upcoming  Students' 
Administrative  Council  (SAC)  election 
are  going  to  have  to  watch  their  lan- 
guage on  any  campaign  posters — or  at 
least  watch  what  language  they  use. 

The  SAC  elections  committee  has 
banned  all  foreign  languages  from 
campaign  posters,  with  only  French 
and  English,  Canada's  official  languag- 
es, making  the  cut. 

Considering  this  year's  slate  of 


potential  winners  include  a  wide  spec- 
trum of  ethnicities,  the  move  seems  to 
fly  in  the  face  of  SAC's  usual  mandate 
of  diversity. 

"1  think  it's  pretty  offensive  and  it 
targets  those  who  aren't  comfortable 
with  English,"  said  SAC  presidential 
candidate  Justin  Woong  Kim,  who 
printed  fliers  in  a  variety  of  languages 
during  last  year's  race.  "1  believe  SAC 
is  supposed  to  represent  all  students, 
not  exclude  them,"  he  added. 

For  SAC  VP  Operations  and  elections 
committee  member  Alexandra  Artful- 


Dodger,  the  ban  was  not  intended  as  a 
swipe  at  minorities.  "We  are  not  trying 
to  make  things  difficult  for  these  candi- 
dates," said  Artful-Dodger,  who  noted 
that  the  issue  is  one  of  verification. 

"Let's  be  honest.  There  are  racial 
tensions  on  campus,  and  I  would  hate 
to  see  them  get  out  thias  way."  Artful- 
Dodger  added  that  posters  in  foreign 
languages  would  have  to  have  their 
messages  translated  to  make  sure  they 
do  not  contain  slanderous  statements 
or  mudslinging,  and  given  the  vastly 
diverse  make-up  of  U  of  T,  this  would 


be  a  "logistical  nightmare." 

Hiring  translators  is  one  option  the 
elections  committee  is  looking  into, 
but  who  pays  the  costs  is  another  mat- 
ter. When  asked  why  language  profes- 
sors on  campus  couldn't  translate,  Art- 
ful-Dodger said  that  she  would  prefer 
not  to  rely  on  favours  from  profs.  "Do 
we  have  the  resources  to  do  this?  1 
hope  so,"  she  added. 

Woong  Kim,  along  with  another 
presidential  candidate,  Mark  Freeman, 
both  ran  signs  in  different  languages 
last  year,  and  according  to  Artful- 


Dodger,  there  were  no  complaints,  al- 
though the  issue  was  discussed  before 
this  election  cycle. 

For  Woong  Kim,  the  ban  is  an  un- 
fortunate reality  right  now.  "That  was 
the  main  principle  of  my  campaign,  to 
promote  multiculturalism.  I  really  be- 
lieve that  brings  out  a  lot  of  harmony." 
he  said. 

Though  Artful-Dodger  notes  that 
the  ban  could  be  overturned,  she 
doesn't  think  the  matter  excludes  any- 
one. "At  U  of  T  everyone  has  to  pass  an 
English  language  test." 


From  left  to  right:  top  cops  John  Sinclair,  Al  Hastings  and  Dylan  Price. 

U  of  T  cops  turn  100 


by  NAOMI  FANCE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


It  has  been  100  years  since  the  first 
constable  was  hired  at  U  of  T  and  the 
campus  police  force  celebrated  in  style 
Wednesday  night  with  a  ceremony  at 
89  Chestnut's  grand  ballroom.  The 
evening  was  also  a  special  one  for  the 
10  new  inductees  being  sworn  in  this 
year,  who  were  presented  with  their 
badges  and  certificates. 
The  proceedings  included  a  pro- 


cession of  Special  Constables  set  to 
bagpipe  music  and  led  by  the  856  Pick- 
ering Kinsmen  Air  Cadet  Squadron. 
Remarking  on  the  glamorously  chan- 
deliered  room  in  the  recently  acquired 
Chestnut  building,  Mary  Thring  of  pub- 
lic relations  said  that  "we  are  proud  of 
it  and  that  it  was  formal  enough  for  the 
dignity  of  the  occasion." 

CFTO  news  anchor  Ken  Shaw  was 
an  entertaining  master  of  ceremonies 
for  the  evening.  Remarks  were  made 
by  Chancellor  Vivienne  Poy  and  M.P.P 


Monte  Kwinter,  among  others.  Praise 
for  the  university's  police  was  heard 
from  all  of  the  dignitaries  who  spoke 
before  and  after  the  presentation  of 
certificates  to  the  new  constables.  Dan 
Hutt,  the  manager  of  police  services 
gave  a  brief  and  interesting  history  of 
U  of  T  police.  He  referred  to  newspaper 
headlines  throughout  the  decades 
that  showed  some  of  the  issues  that 
police  have  successfully  dealt  with 
on  campus,  like  the  long  running  feud 
between  engineering  and  medical  stu- 


Straight 
talk 


dents  that  often  erupted  into  snowball 
fights.  More  seriously  the  police  were 
faced  with  their  first  homicide  when  an 
art  student  was  murdered  in  1948. 

Over  the  years  the  some  of  the  many 
things  the  police  have  been  involved 
in  are  crowd  control,  parking  enforce- 
ment and  the  protection  of  property. 
Through  all  of  this  they  have  gone 
through  many  changes,  such  as  the 
fazing  out  of  night  watchmen  at  the 
end  of  the  1970s  and  serious  budget 
cuts  in  the  1990s  that  saw  a  staff  reduc- 
tion from  8,000  to  6,500. 

During  the  1990s,  modern  campus 
policing  as  we  know  it  was  formed. 
That  is  when  community  policing  was 
really  developed.  The  RAD  program 
was  introduced,  a  pancake  breakfast 


began  to  be  held  every  October  and 
there  were  bike  spot-checks.  A  roller- 
blade  unit  was  even  part  of  the  force 
for  a  short  while. 

In  his  speech,  U  of  T  President  Rob- 
ert Birgeneau  thanked  the  police  for  "a 
hundred  years  of  remarkable  service," 
and  said  that  the  university  is  "privi- 
leged to  have  a  police  force  like  ours." 

It  seemed  that  all  were  pleased  with 
the  evening.  Constable  Sam  D'Angelo 
later  explained  the  significance  of  the 
double  celebration.  "We  thought  we 
would  combine  the  graduation  with 
the  100'"  anniversary  to  show  the 
past  and  the  future."  He  shared  his 
thoughts  on  the  importance  of  com- 

See  COPS  on  page  5 
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OF  GREAT 
WOMEN 

UNIVERSITY 
«/ TORONTO 


Hart  House  celebrates  120  years 
of  Great  Women  at  the  University 
of  Toronto 

Wednesday,  March  3 

Midday  Mosaics  -  12noon  in  the  Music  Room.  Free,  Refreshments. 

Buzzword  -  Great  Hart  House  Women  Pioneers,  2-4pm  in  the  Map  Room.  Enjoy 
coffee  and  biscotti.  Mix,  mingle,  and  hear  stories  about  the  first  women  in  Hart 
House. 

Poetry  Reading  -  Fifth  Floor  Poets  and  book  launch  by  Rosemarie  Blake,  7pm  in 
the  Hart  House  Library.  Free.  All  welcome. 


Thursday,  March  4 


Camera  Club  82nd  Annual  Photographic  Competition  Deadline  11:30pm 
TODAY.  Exhibition  opens  Mar.  1 1 . 

Reading  Series  -  Rena  Knox,  Grant  Bowers,  and  Marvin  A.  Zuker  read  from 

"Sexual  Misconduct  in  Education",  7pm  in  the  Hart  House  Library.  Part  of  "120 
Years  of  Women  at  UofT".  Free.  All  welcome. 

Drama  Voice  Workshop  -  "Stmq  Female  Voice  in  Drama",  7-9pm  in  the 
Debates  Room.  In  conjunction  with  the  celebration  of  "1 20  Years  of  Women  at 
UofT".  Free.  All  welcome. 

Thursday  Night  Theatre  Sessions,  one-on-one  sessions  with  director  Andrew 
Lamb,  7-9;30pm  in  the  Bickersteth  Room.  $5.  Theatre  Sessions  run  every 
Thursday  night. 

Friday,  March  5 

Hart  House  Art  Competition  Deadline  TODAY  1 2noon-2pm  and  4-7pm  and 
Mar.  6, 12noon-4pm  and  4pm  -  7pm  in  the  Art  Gallery.  $10  deposit  Exhibition: 
Mar.  11 -Apr.  8. 

Camera  Club  Silver  Gelatin  Workshop -Mai  5  and  6, 12-5pm  and  Mar.  7 
9am-6pm.  Members  sign  up  at  Hall  Porter's  Desk.  $80. 

Jazz  at  Oscars  - 1 1  o  Clock  Band,  9pm  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Licensed.  No  cover 

Saturday,  March  6 

Writing  Workshop  lead  by  Catherine  Jenkins,  1  -4pm  in  the  South  Dining  Room. 
Free.  Light  refreshments. 

Sunday,  March  7 

Algonquin  Square  Table  Poetry  Workshop  - 1  -4pm  in  the  Committee's  Room. 

UPCOMING 

YUK  YUK's  Women's  Comedy  W/flfAf-  Wed,  Mar.  10,  8;30-1 1 :30pm  in  the  . 
Arbor  Room.  The  laughs  are  on  the  House!  Licenced.  No  cover. 

5-Buck  Lunch  -  "Diner/Comics"  featuring  "Zine"  Fair,  Wed.  Mar.  10, 1 1 :30am- 
2pm  in  The  Great  Hall.  $5.  Artists  with  their  zines  are  part  of  The  Art  Series. 

Dinner  Series  ~  Mar.  11-  Brock  Fenton,  "Bats  and  the  Environment".  6pm 
reception  for  6:30pm  dinner.  Single  tickets:  Alumni  members/guests  $45,  U  of  T 
students  $25  at  the  Membership  Services  Office  416.978.4732. 

DELECTABLE  DIVAS  II- Fri.  Mar.  12,  8:30pm  in  the  Great  Hall,  A  closing  cabaret 
celebration  of  1 20  years  of  great  women  at  UofT.  Host  Marta  Cliavez,  Comedy, 
music,  dance,  cash  bar,  and  delectable  desserts.  Free.  Ail  welcome, 

"Martini  Night:  Shaken  Not  Stirred"  -  Tue,  Mar.  23  at  7pm  in  the  Music  Room, 

Advance  tickets  are  now  available  at  the  Membership  Seri/ices  Office 

41 6,978,4732.  U  of  T  alumni  $35,  U  of  T  students  $30.  Tickets  are  non-transferable. 

ART  416.978.8398 

The  Justina  M.  Barnicke  Ga/tery-  "Infinite  Transitions",  a  sculptural  installation 
by  Ryszard  Litwiniuk.  Runs  to  Mar.  4. 

The  Arbor  Room  -  Noor  Mohammed  "Water  Forms".  Runs  to  Apr.  25. 

ATHLETICS  416,978.2447 

Space  still  available  in  Session  II  Golf  and  Squash  classes.  Register  in  Membership 
Services  Office. 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  Office:  416-978-8668 

wmharthousetheatre.ca 
University  College  Comedy  Revue  Club  presents  The  Feel  Good  Hit  of  the  Year  - 
Fri.  Mar.  5  and  Sat.  Mar.  6, 8pm.  Tickets:  $8/$7  students.  This  sketch-based  com- 
edy revue  is  performed  by  UC  students. 

U  of  T  Engineering  Society  presents  Skule™  Nile  -  The  Engineering  Musical  & 
Comedy  Revue 

Wed,  March  1 0  to  Sat,  March  1 3  @  8pm  &  Sat  2pm  matinee.  Tickets:  $1 0 
www.skulenite.skule.ca 


A  tale  of  two  councilors 

U  of  T  maverick  ready  to  make  up  for  loss  of  veteran 


by  DAVID  SMOOKLER 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  wave  swept  through  city  council 
last  November,  and  with  It  came  a  lot 
of  new  faces  in  municipal  politics,  in- 
cluding a  young  firebrand  from  U  of  T. 

Three  months  ago  The  Varsity  pro- 
filed 26  year-old  Adam  Giambrone,  a 
U  of  T  student  running  for  municipal 
office.  He  is  now  Councilor  Giam- 
brone. 

Wearing  his  politics  on  his  sleeve, 
Giambrone  clearly  stands  against  de- 
velopers running  the  city  of  Toronto, 
and  was  a  staunch  supporter  of  Mayor 
David  Miller  during  the  election. 
Though  always  tactful,  Giambrone 
pointed  out  that  Mario  Silva,  whom  he 
replaced,  proudly  admitted  to  having 


Councilor  Adam  Giambrone 

more  corporate  funding  than  any  oth- 
er councilor.  With  Giambrone,  there 
was  a  real  change  in  leadership. 

Ironically,  as  Giambrone  came 
in  during  the  November  election, 
another  pro-Miller  councillor  was 
voted  out.  71  year-old  Anne  Johnston, 
whom  Miller  refers  to  as  his  "political 
Mum",  began  as  alderman  for  a  North 
Toronto  ward  in  1972-five  years  be- 
fore Giambrone  was  born.  She  arrived 
with  David  Crombie,  who,  like  Miller, 
was  a  populist  mayor  determined  to 
preserve  Toronto's  neighbourhoods 
over  the  interests  of  big  development. 

Back  then,  instead  of  the  Toronto 
Island  bridge,  the  controversy  was 
over  apartment  complexes,  typified 
by  St.  Jamestown  at  Parliament  and 
Wellesley.  Very  much  on  the  side  of 
the  neighbourhoods  versus  big  de- 
velopment, Johnston  was  repeatedly 
re-elected  until  this  election  when 
she  supported  the  erection  of  a  45- 


storey  apartment  building  at  Yonge 
and  Eglinton.  This  created  a  fury  in 
her  riding  and  lead  to  her  defeat  in 
November. 

"I  sort  of  got  thrust  into  politics," 
said  Johnston,  "1  was  beautifully 
naive.  I  was  sued  for  bias  on  my 
first  statement:  1  was  asking  why  we 
couldn't  do  certain  things,  and  1  kept 
hearing  why  you  couldn't  do  this  and 
why  you  couldn't  do  that  and  1  said, 
'well  if  you  can't  do  things  legally  what 
can  we  do  illegally?'  What  1  should 
have  said  is  'what  can  we  do  without 
having  to  worry  about  the  legal  conse- 
quences?'" 

Giambrone,  on  the  other  hand,  has 
incredible  political  savvy  for  someone 
in  office  only  few  months.  Although 
this  is  his  first  time  in  government, 
he  is  no  newcomer  to  politics,  being 
the  president  of  the  federal  NDP.  As 
well,  he  ran  for  the  same  council  seat 
three  years  ago.  When  he  lost,  he  pa- 
tiently built  up  community  ties  while 
waiting  for  a  second  opportunity  to 
be  elected.  Asked  if  it  was  what  he 
expected,  Giambrone  replied,  "1  had 
a  pretty  good  idea.  It's  pretty  much 
lived  up  to  what  1  thought." 

Despite  their  different  reasons 
for  entering  the  same  job,  Johnston 
and  Giambrone  have  similar  ideals: 
more  transparency  in  government, 
a  healthier  environment,  and  better 
services. 

Johnston  would  like  to  be  re- 
membered for  fighting  heavy  metal 
pollution  downtown,  pushing  for 
mandatory  wheelchair  access  in  new 
buildings,  or  more  recently,  being 
at  the  forefront  of  the  MFP  inquiry, 
but  she  was  pilloried  for  supporting 
a  high-rise  development.  "If  you're 
going  to  save  the  environs  around 
the  GTA  area  you've  got  to  make  a 
choice  of  whether  you're  going  to  just 
let  there  be  urban  sprawl  or  whether 
you're  going  to  focus  on  where  you 
should  have  development.  Yonge  and 
Eglinton  is  a  disgusting  corner.  Abso- 
lutely disgusting.  It'll  be  much  better 
once  Minto  builds  its  building.  I'm  un- 
popular right  now,"  she  said,  "because 
1  think  you  need  the  development  in 
the  Yonge-Eglinton  area  in  order  to 
save  the  neighbourhoods." 

Giambrone  has  yet  to  be  tested  with 
the  dilemma  of  having  to  make  poten- 
tially unpopular  choices.  Indeed, 
things  are  going  pretty  smoothly  so 
far.  Stepping  into  negotiations  just 
weeks  before  a  development  was  to 
go  before  the  Ontario  Municipalities 
Board  (0MB)  his  office  successfully 


Anne  Johnston 

argued  a  case  for  more  compensation 
to  the  city  for  the  development.  "Six 
to  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  is 
going  to  come  back,  just  from  that  one 
decision,  so  1  earned  my  pay  for  the 
next  seven  or  eight  years." 

He  is  fortunate  to  be  entering  poli- 
tics at  a  time  when  his  concerns  will 
likely  match  those  of  people  in  power, 
certainly  at  the  municipal  level  and 
possibly  at  the  provincial  level.  Said 
Johnston,  "1  couldn't  have  believed 
that  it  became  as  right  wing  as  it  did 
[municipally]  since  the  Harris  govern- 
ment came  in  [provincially].  There 
are  still  remnants  of  it  on  city  council, 
people  like  Denzil  Minnan-Wong  and 
Case  Ootes." 

Says  Giambrone,  "You  see  the 
Denzil  Minnan-Wongs,  Norm  Kelly, 
Doug  Holyday:  Mike  Harris  support- 
ers and  Mel  Eastman  supporters; 
people  who  were  big  in  the  Eastman 
administration  who  were  advocating 
for  the  Island  Airport.  Then  you  see 
other  people  who  you  knew  would 
be  in  support  of  the  [present]  mayor, 
the  Joe  Mihevc's,  the  Joe  Pantalones, 
myself.  So  there  is  that  definite  block. 
Then  there  are  the  people  in  the 
middle  who  haven't  really  decided, 
who  generally  tend  to  sway  towards 
the  mayor,  because  why  not." 

"1  think  that  probably  if  you  want 
to  compare  Giambrone  with  me," 
reflected  Johnston,  "he's  fresh  and 
I'm  jaded,  there's  no  question  about 
it.  I'm  cynical,  which  I  wasn't  before. 
But  I'm  still  optimistic.  I  think  that  we 
need  young  pure  unspoiled  people  at 
City  Hall.  There's  still  a  lot  of  the  old 
sort  around,  and  we've  got  to  get  rid 
of  them." 

See  COL  SCILORS  on  page  5 
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News 


Lawyer  rails  against  "unbelievable 
arrogance"  of  US  government 


by  GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 
VARSITY  STAFF 


"rm  just  a  crackpot  lawyer  that 
gets  ferocious  in  the  courtroom," 
said  Barbara  Olshansky  to  a  near- 
capacity  crowd  who  had  come  to 
hear  her  speech  "The  War  on  Civil 
Liberties"  on  Friday,  "but  1  believe 
the  United  States  is  setting  a  hor- 
rible example  around  the  world. 
The  most  vicious  authoritarian 
regimes  are  violating  civil  rights 
and  they're  pointing  to  the  United 
States  and  saying  'see,  the  US  does 
it.'" 

Olshansky,  speaking  at  the 
Bloor  Street  United  Church,  was 
giving  the  keynote  address  for 
the  Law  Union  of  Ontario,  whose 
annual  conference  continued 
through  the  weekend.  Olshansky 
has  become  a  civil-rights  celebrity 
for  representing  Maher  Arar,  the 
Syrian-born  Canadian  citizen  who 
was  deported  to  Syria  while  on  a 
stopover  at  JFK  Airport  in  New 
York  in  the  autumn  2002.  Arar  has 
now  launched  a  lawsuit  against  the 
US  government  over  the  incident. 

"The  lawsuit  by  Mr.  Arar  is 
unique  in  the  United  States,"  Ol- 
shansky said,  because  the  suit 
is  being  made  under  the  Torture 
Victims  Protection  Act.  "It  is  the 
first  time  such  a  charge  is  be- 
ing made  against  officials  of  the 
United  States. 

"There  are  people  who  have  said 
that  [the  case]  is,  quote,  'a  public 
relations  nightmare'  for  the  United 
States,"  Olshansky  told  the  crowd. 


to  nervous  laughter.  "Talk  about 
understatement." 

The  event  brought  out  a  number 
of  VIPs  in  the  audience — Ken  Fin- 
kleman,  the  CBC  personality,  and 
Matthew  Behrens,  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Ontario  Coalition 
Against  Poverty  (OCAP)  were  both 
there.  Also  present  was  Jeremy 
Hinzman,  the  former  paratrooper 
in  the  US  military  who  earlier  this 
month  sought  refugee  status  in 
Canada  after  refusing  to  fight  in 
Iraq.  Hinzman  has  been  charged  in 
the  US  with  deserting  and  would 
be  prosecuted  if  he  returns.  Bar- 
bara Jackman,  a  prominent  immi- 
gration lawyer  who  was  introduc- 
ing Olshansky,  pointed  Hinzman 
out  for  a  round  of  applause  by  the 
crowd. 

Olshansky  spoke  about  her  work 
as  assistant  legal  director  of  the 
Center  for  Constitutional  Rights 
in  New  York  and  of  her  time  work- 
ing at  the  Environmental  Defense 
Fund,  a  group  that  works  on  envi- 
ronmental class-action  suits. 

Most  of  the  speech  was  about 
what  Olshansky  sees  as  the  ero- 
sion of  civil  rights  in  the  US. 

"On  Sept.  10,  2001,  we  were 
already  facing  a  very  degraded 
civil  rights  structure  in  our  coun- 
try," she  said.  The  passage  of  the 
Patriot  Act  in  2001  is  blamed  by 
many  for  degradation,  she  said, 
but  "when  people  say  'how  could 
this  happen?'  1  say  that  we  were 
already  moving  in  that  direction. 
What  came  to  congress  less  than 
six  weeks  after  September  11"^  was 


a  1,500-page  law  [the  Patriot  Act] 
which  is  basically  made  up  of  ev- 
ery reactionary  law  that  had  ever 
been  thrown  out  of  congress  in  the 
last  20  years... .To  a  person,  almost 
no  one  had  a  chance  to  read  it  be- 
fore they  signed  it." 

Olshansky  also  represents  some 
families  of  men  who  were  arrested 
and  are  now  detained  at  Guan- 
tanamo  Bay  in  Cuba  and  other 
locations. 

"Within  a  day  of  Sept.  11,  we 
started  getting  calls  from  people 
who  had  had  their  doors  broken 
down  and  their  husbands,  their 
brothers,  taken  by  unidentified 
agents  who  left  no  identifying  in- 
formation," she  said.  "They  were 
kept  in  solitary  confinement,  in 
maximum-security  conditions... 
interrogated  without  attorneys 
present... and  were  eventually  re- 
leased without  being  charged  with 
any  offence.  They  were  detained 
this  way  for  22  months. 

"No  one  has  been  charged,  no 
one  has  any  idea  what  they  are  be- 
ing held  for.  They  now  know  they 
are  'enemy  combatants' — 1  sup- 
pose they  can  try  to  guess  what 
that  means. 

"It  is  an  unbelievable  arrogance," 
she  said.  "It  is  clear  to  us  now  that 
not  only  is  domestic  law  not  going 
to  be  adhered  to  by  the  president 
and  the  executive  branch,  but  nei- 
ther will  international  law." 

After  the  speech,  a  questioner 
asked  about  the  persistent  ru- 

See  OLSHANSKY  on  page  4 
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Hart  House  Literary  and  Library  Committee 
Poetry  and  READING  SERIES 

In  the  HART  HOUSE  LIBRARY 


WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  3 

"the  fifth  floor  poets" 
Chapbook  launch  "Aventine" 
by  Rosemary  Blake 
7:00  pm 


THURSDAY,  MARCH  4 

Reno  Knox,  Grant  Bowers,  and 
Marvin  Zuker 
discuss  their  book  "Sexual 
Misconduct  in  Education" 
7:00  pm 


Hart  Hou  Se  University  of  Toronto 
www.harthouse.utoronto.ca  416-978-2452 


Student  Housing 
Service 


Wednesday,  March  3'" 

4-5:30  pm 

Koeffler  Student  Services  Centre 
Career  Centre,  Seminar  Room 


Events  to  Help  you  with  your  Off-Campus  Housing  Needs 
Forming  a  Tenant's  Association 

Being  a  tenant  in  Toronto  can  be  a  challenge.  Banding 
together  with  your  fellow  tenants  can  ensure  your  rights  are 
protected,  and  build  a  greater  sense  of  community  Come  to 
this  session  to  learn  more  about  the  steps  involved  in  setting 
up  a  Tenant's  Association  in  your  building. 
Representatives  from  The  Federation  of  Metro  Tenants' 
Association  (FIVITA)  will  be  present. 

Summer  Sublet  Saturdays 

If  you  need  to  sublet  your  place  for  the  summer  or  if  you 
are  looking  for  a  place  to  live  beginning  May  1st,  these 
Saturdays  in  our  office  are  a  great  way  to  meet  with  other 
students  who  are  looking  or  who  need  to  rent  out  their 
current  accommodation. 
To  improve  your  chances  of  finding  a  subletter,  we  also 
invite  students  from  all  over  Ontario  who  are  interested  in 
living  in  Toronto  for  the  summer 

Looking  for  Summer  and  Fall  Housing 


Saturdays,  March  20'"  &  April  17'" 

10  am-3  pm 

Koeffler  Student  Services  Centre 
Student  Housing  Service 


Tuesday,  March  23"* 

5:30-7  pm 

Koeffler  Student  Services  Centre 
Career  Centre,  Seminar  Room 


This  session  will  focus  on  issues  such  as:  Do  I  want  to  stay 
in  residence?  Can  I  move  into  a  residence  for  second  year? 
What  are  my  options  for  housing  over  the  summer?  Do  I 
want  to  rent  a  room,  apartment  or  house  off-campus  on 
my  own  or  with  friends?  How  &  where  should  I  search  for 
housing  and  what  do  I  need  to  know  about  being  a  tenant? 
This  is  an  FYI  event. 


And  ttiroughout  March:  Off-Campus  Housing  Workshops  in  Your  Residence! 

http://eir.library.utoronto.ca/StudentHousing 


Tel.  416.978.8045  or  liousing.services@utoronto.ca 


U  Of  T  Bookstore 

214  College  street  416  9787999 
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(Teaching  English  as  a  Second  Language) 

Accredited  by  The  Ministry  of  Training,  Colleges  &  Universities 


Teach  English 

in  Canada  or  Abroad 

Full  and  Part-time  Studies 
Open  House  March  4  &  1 1  (6:30pm) 

YORK  COLLEGE  of  Industry  &  Technology 
44  Victoria  Street,  Toronto  416.861.1808  www.ycit.on.ca 
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Sex  fest  arouses 
interest  on  campus 


news@ttievarsjty.ca 


byBRONWYNKIENAPPLE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  walking  vagina  was  one  of  the 
stranger  sights  at  Sid  Smith  last 
Friday.  The  stunt  was  an  attempt  to 
draw  attention  to  the  Sexual  Educa- 
tion and  Peer  Counselling  Centre's 
(SEC)  sex  carnival  held  at  the  Arts 
and  Science  building. 

The  event  featured  games  such  as 
a  coochie  toss  and  a  spanking  booth, 
with  proceeds  going  the  local  rape 
crisis  centre.  Fliers  from  local  sex 
shops  were  available  and  a  display  of 
sex  toys  of  all  shapes  and  sizes  was 
prominently  displayed. 

A  booth  containing  literature  on 
safe  sex  was  included,  however 
David  Udayasekaran,  SEC's  external 
education  coordinator,  said  the 
event's  focus  was  promoting  healthy 
views  about  sex.  "What  these  events 
are  basically  doing  is  to  encourage 
people  to  think  about  sexuality  in  a 
positive  light.  So  we're  not  going  to 
be  preaching  about,  you  know,  'stay 
safe'  and  all  this  stuff." 

Aidan  Dahlin-Nolan,  the  vagina 


man,  agrees:  "[We're  having  the 
event]  so  people  know  how  to  do 
sex  safely,  people  maybe  have  a  little 
more  fun  with  sex  and  break  down 
those  taboos  that  are  still  floating 
around." 

Student  attendance  at  the  event 
was  sparse  but  no  overt  negative 
reaction  was  apparent.  "So  far  reac- 
tion has  been  pretty  good.  I've  had  a 
few  people  coming  up  to  massage  the 
clitoris,"  said  Dahlin-Nolan.  "I  had  a 
little  bit  of  negative  feedback... just 
people  saying,  that's  a  little  bit  over 
the  top." 

The  carnival  was  also  held  to  pro- 
mote sexual  awareness  week,  which 
will  begin  today.  Events  will  include 
a  Sex  and  the  City  marathon  at 
O'Grady's,  a  porn  swap,  a  drag  show 
at  Tangos  and  a  sex  and  chocolate 
party  to  close  off  the  week  on  Satur- 
day. Each  will  be  accepting  donations 
for  a  different  charity. 

Udayasekaran  assures  students 
that  it'll  be  a  good  time.  "C'mon,  if 
you  get  a  lot  of  sex  positive  people 
together,  you're  going  to  have  a  lot 
of  fun." 


OLSHA  NSKY^  Continued  from  page  3 
mours  that  continue  to  dog  01- 
shansky's  client  Maher  Arar  about 
ties  to  terrorist  organizations. 

"1  have  to  say  that's  the  most 
nefarious  kind  of  rumour-mon- 
gering,"  responded  Olshansky.  "I 
think  we  really  would  have  known 
about  it  a  long  time  ago  if  there 
had  been  any  evidence  [of  such 
ties] — the  Department  of  Defense 
would  have  leaked  it  because  they 
were  taking  such  a  black  eye  in  the 
press. 

"There  is  no  pretence  of  process 
anymore  where  many  of  these 
cases  are  concerned." 

Olshansky  said  that  Canada  was 
having  an  impact,  particularly  by 
calling  an  official  inquiry  into  the 
Arar  case. 

"The  call  in  this  country  for 
some  sort  of  transparency  in  gov- 
ernment has  been  a  prime  source 
of  embarrassment  to  our  govern- 
ment," she  said. 

Her  only  other  advice  closed 
the  speech  and  got  a  big  laugh; 
"What  you  can  do  is  when  you're 
at  the  grocery  store  and  you  go  up 
to  someone  and  say  'Do  you  know 
if  this  melon  is  ripe?'  instead  say, 
'Do  you  know  if  this  melon  is  ripe, 
and  do  you  know  what  an  ass- 
hole [US  attorney-general]  John 
Ashcroft  is?'" 
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But  tiow  would  she  have  felt  if  she'd 
been  voted  back  in,  but  Miller  hadn't 
made  it?  "Oh,  1  would  have  died.  I 
think  I  would  probably  have  died." 

"It's  a  very  different  time  now,"  said 
Giambrone,  "It's  a  new  era.  David 
[Miller]  said  that  there  are  no  back 
rooms.  There's  a  real  sense  that  it  is 
much  more  open." 

Perhaps  with  more  consultation 
Johnston  would  have  survived  in  this 
election,  but  she  doesn't  think  so. 
"There  was  a  desire  for  change.  It  was 
like  a  tidal  wave,  absolutely  nothing  I 
could  do  about  it." 

r(9/'5»  Continued  from  page  I 

munity  policing,  saying  that  "we  know 
how  it  enriches  life... you  learn  how  to 
deal  with  diversity  in  a  non-confronta- 
tional way  that  doesn't  require  a  pistol 
or  a  baton,  through  special  training 
our  people  learn  that  skill." 

D'Angelo  said  that  U  of  T  has  been 
a  leader  in  this  style  of  community 
policing,  and  pointed  to  the  University 
of  Western  Ontario  as  a  school  who 
has  adapted  the  U  of  T  model.  "We 
problem  solve  and  interact  with  the 
community,  people  are  not  afraid  to 
call  on  us.  We  prefer  that  people  refer 
to  us  by  our  first  names." 
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Varsity 

Mastliead 

Elections 

Elections  for  The  Varsity's 
2004-2005  masthead  will 
take  place  in  the  third 
week  of  March. 


The  available  positions 
are: 

•  Editor-in-Chief 

•  News  Editor 

•  Opinions  Editor 

•  Photo  Editor 

•  Review  Editor 

•  Science  Editor 

•  Sports  Editor 


Elections  for  Edi- 
tor-in-Chief will  take 
place  on  Tuesday, 
March  16,  2004. 

Elections  for  all  other 
positions  will  take 
place  on  Friday, 
March  19,  2004.  The 
elections  will  be  held 


at  the  Varsity  office, 
21  Sussex  Avenue, 
Suite  212.  You  must 
be  a  Varsity  staff 
member  (having  made 
at  least  six  contribu- 
tions to  The  Varsity 
since  May  15,  2003)  in 
order  to  vote. 
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Analysis 
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Arab  students  raise  awareness 


byTAREKHAMAM 


One  of  the  few  positive  outcomes  of 
the  post  9/11  anti-Arab  backlash  is 
the  realization  among  Arab-Cana- 
dians (both  Muslim  and  Christian) 
of  the  need  to  be  more  forcefully 
involved  in  the  political  and  deci- 
sion-making process. 

Almost  immediately  after  the 
planes  hit  on  that  tragic  morning, 
policies  were  being  drafted  to  do 
away  with  our  civil  liberties,  think 
tanks  worked  on  ways  to  conflate 
Palestinian  resistance  with  terror- 
ism, and  the  war  machine  was  in  full 
throttle,  ready  to  destroy  Afghani- 
stan and  Iraq;  and  rid  the  world  of 
evil-doers. 

As  the  dust  settled,  both  literally 
and  metaphorically,  the  hyphen  in 
"Arab-Canadian"  took  on  a  whole 
new  meaning.  Where  it  used  to  be 
a  symbol  of  being  a  part  of  Canada's 
multicultural  society,  it  is  now  a 
bull's-eye  target.  In  the  airports  or 
on  the  news,  Arab-Canadians  are 
public  enemy  number  one.  Our  own 
intelligence  agencies  are  helping  to 
send  us  off  to  be  imprisoned  and 
tortured. 

■  How  did  it  come  to  this?  That  was 


one  of  the  questions  raised  at  a  Yale 
University  Conference  in  October 
2003,  where  Arab,  Arab-Canadian, 
and  Arab-American  students  met 
to  discuss  our  role  and  future  in 
Canada  and  the  US.  The  consensus 
was  that  for  many  years,  our  com- 
munity was  coasting  along  hoping  to 
do  well,  and  leaving  the  politics  for 
others  to  deal  with. 

In  no  way  should  this  analysis  be 
seen  as  an  attempt  to  blame  the  vic- 
tims. There  is  certainly  no  shortage 
of  racism  and  prejudice  among  many 
"experts"  and  professional  Arab- 
bashers  in  our  society.  But  we  had  to 
acknowledge  that  prior  to  9/11,  our 
community  had  not  done  enough 
to  organize,  mobilize,  and  make  our 
voice  heard. 

To  help  change  this,  the  par- 
ticipants at  the  Yale  Conference 
founded  the  Inter-Collegiate  Arab 
Network  (ICAN),  a  collection  of  Arab 
studeint  groups  across  several  US 
university  campuses  united  in  their 
commitment  to  raise  awareness  on 
issues  affecting  our  community,  and 
working  as  an  organized  unit  to  af- 
fect change.  (ICAN  will  soon  include 
Arab  student  groups  on  Canadian 
campuses.) 


ICAN  is  a  symptom  of  a  new  atti- 
tude. We're  no  longer  just  happy  to  be 
here,  as  maybe  previous  generations 
were.  We  now  want  to  have  a  real  say 
in  the  direction  of  our  country.  Be  it 
in  the  upcoming  Canadian  and  US 
federal  elections,  or  in  the  ongoing 
debate  over  the  Canadian  and  US 
role  in  the  Palestine-Israel  conflict, 
we  intend  to  make  our  voice  heard. 
We  can  no  longer  afford  not  to.  The 
upcoming  anniversary  of  the  illegal 
war  on  Iraq  should  remind  us  of  that. 

Today,  March  1,  2004,  ICAN  is  tak- 
ing a  step  in  this  direction  with  the 
celebration  of  Yomna  (Arabic  for 
"Our  Day")  across  several  US  cam- 
puses. It  is  a  unifying  event  aimed  at 
celebrating  Arab  culture  and  foster- 
ing Arab  pride,  which  is  very  impor- 
tant since  liberating  a  community's 
mind  is  a  crucial  step  in  the  journey 
to  empowering  that  community. 

In  commenting  on  the  psychologi- 
cal effects  of  the  civil  rights  era.  Dr. 
Martin  Luther  King  noted,  "The 
greatness  of  this  period  was  that  we 
armed  ourselves  with  dignity  and 
self-respect.  The  greatness  of  this 
period  was  that  we  straightened  our 
backs  up.  And  a  man  can't  ride  your 
back  unless  it's  bent." 


French  law  fuels  anti-Muslim  sentiment 


bvALIAALATASSI 


On  Tuesday,  January  10th,  France's 
National  Assembly  voted  overwhelm- 
ingly to  adopt  a  law  banning  all 
conspicuous  religious  symbols  from 
state  schools  beginning  in  September, 
following  the  approval  of  the  Senate. 

The  danger  in  passing  such  a  law 
lies  in  its  ability  to  limit  educational 
opportunities  for  youths  who  value 
religious  symbols  as  integral  to  their 
identities.  For  Muslim  girls  who 
choose  to  wear  the  hijab  as  a  fulfill- 
ment of  a  religious  obligation  and  as 
a  form  of  modesty,  this  law  is  a  great 
barrier  for  their  future  as  citizens  in 
France. 

The  law  does  not  only  deny  female 
Muslims,  who  wear  the  hijab,  the 
right  to  receive  public  education,  it 
also  denies  them  the  right  to  attend 
certain  universities.  Although  the  leg- 
islation does  not  specifically  involve 
universities,  it  legitimizes  prejudiced 
actions  against  those  who  wear  reli- 
gious symbols  in  these  institutions. 

This  law  has  limited  my  opportu- 
nity to  participate  in  an  exchange 
program  with  one  of  the  most  presti- 
gious universities  in  France  because  I 
refuse  to  compromise  on  my  religious 
practice  of  wearing  the  hijab.  1  was 
clearly  informed  by  the  university's 
administration  that  I  would  be  asked 
to  remove  my  headscarf  by  certain 


professors  while  attending  classes. 

It's  ironic  how  a  woman's  choice  of 
modesty  in  France  is  now  regarded 
as  an  obstacle  to  her  efforts  to  seek 
education.  The  irony  is  even  greater 
when  comparing  the  policies  of  the 
French  government  and  those  of 
the  Taliban  with  regard  to  women's 
education  and  dress  code.  Both  gov- 
ernments have  assumed  that  Muslim 
women  are  mindless,  poor  creatures 
who  are  unable  to  make  decisions  for 
their  own  welfare.  Under  both  gov- 
ernments, women's  human  rights  are 
compromised. 

In  the  case  of  France,  however, 
the  government  tries  to  use  a  law 
against  visible  religious  symbols  to 
hide  its  intolerant  policies  toward  im- 
migrants, especially  the  Arab/Muslim 
population.  Shortly  before  proposing 
the  new  legislation,  France's  National 
Consultative  Commission  on  Hu- 
man Rights  acknowledged  the  rise 
of  Islamophobia  and  anti-Muslim 
discrimination  in  the  media  and 
the  country.  The  report  recognized 
that  for  several  months  now,  acts  of 
violence  have  been  aimed  at  Muslim 
religious  symbols,  while  "hate  books" 
and  certain  mass  media  have  tar- 
geted Islam. 

Regardless  of  this  growing  threat 
to  the  safety  of  French  Muslim  com- 
munity, the  French  government 
decided  to  further  flame  the  fires  of 


Islamophobia  by  passing  a  law  that 
states  that  the  hijab  is  an  unaccept- 
able dress  code  in  public  places. 

The  result  was  increased  hate 
against  the  Muslim  population.  A 
Muslim  clerk  in  France  reported  re- 
cently that  "veiled  women  were  being 
yelled  at  on  the  streets;  banks  have 
turned  them  away  because  they  wear 
a  headscarf  and  a  doctor  has  put  up  a 
sign  in  his  waiting  room  saying:  'I  re- 
fuse to  treat  veiled  women.'"  It  seems 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  Chirac  to  integrate 
the  Muslim  population  have  not  been 
very  effective. 

As  I  read  the  results  of  the  vote  on 
the  new  legislation  in  France,  I  was 
quite  happy  to  learn  from  the  same 
news  issue  that  Monia  Mazigh  (who 
lobbied  successfully  for  the  safe  re- 
turn of  her  husband  Maher  Arar  from 
imprisonment  in  Syria)  is  considering 
running  for  federal  office  after  receiv- 
ing numerous  proposals. 

I  was  thankful  to  know  that  such 
opportunities  exist  for  Muslim 
women  in  Canada,  regardless  of  their 
choice  of  wearing  the  hijab.  I  was 
disappointed  to  realize,  however, 
that  similar  chances  do  not  exist  for 
Muslim  women  in  France. 

If  France  truly  intends  to  fight 
Islamic  fundamentalism  through 
passing  such  a  law,  it  ought  to  recon- 
sider its  own  fundamentalist  policies 
against  religious  minorities. 


LETTERS 


Tuition  freeze 
chills  U  of  T 

Re:  CFS:  Protest  not 
useless,  Feb  23. 


Important  note:  For  this  letter 
let  us  all  assume  the  CFS  were 
the  ones  who  won  a  tuition 
freeze. 

Ms.  Holloway  seems. to  believe 
that  this  promised  tuition 
freeze  represents  one  of  the 
largest  single  reinvestments 
that  colleges  and  universities 
have  seen  in  decades  yet  seems 
to  leave  out  the  fact  that  no  new 
money  has  been  provided  by 
Queen's  Park  to  the  university. 

What  I  see  as  a  result  of  this 
are  stagnating  revenues  for  the 
university,  constant  demands 
for  higher  pension  payouts,  con- 
stant demands  for  pay  increases 
and  ballooning  deferred  mainte- 
nance fees.  Layman's  terms:  we 
are  now  looking  at  larger  year- 
to-year  deficits  and  thus  larger 
long-term  debt  unless  we  make 
some  drastic  cuts. 

Would  it  not  have  been  wise 
to  perhaps  win  more  govern- 
ment funding  before  demanding 
a  tuition  freeze?  Would  the  few 
extra  dollars  that  now  stay  with 
the  individual  students  not  be 
better  spent  through  the  col- 
lective will  of  highly  diversified 
funds  that  garner  high  returns 
compared  to  your  0.0001% 
return? 

Way  to  go  CFS,  you  sure  you 
want  to  claim  responsibility  for 
this  one? 

Christopher  P.  Deans 


Stinky 
students 


It's  official — the  students  at  U 
of  T  are  being  worked  too  hard. 
And  how  do  I  know  this?  Well,  it 
seems  that  U  of  T  students  are 
so  busy  that  they  have  no  time  to 
bathe. 

At  first  I  thought  this  was  a  rare 
exception.  A  little  alcohol  stench 
on  some  guy  in  Robarts  library 
is  annoying — but  in  Toronto,  it 
happens.  But  this  past  week  I 
noticed  a  trend,  and  I'm  sorry  to 
report  that  these  are  in  fact  U  of 
T  students. 

Lately,  as  the  peak  of  paper 
season  approaches,  I  have  been 
working  late  in  the  library,  in 
study  rooms  and  at  computer 
terminals.  And  as  we  all  know, 
after  hour  studying  requires  a 
valid  student  card.  And  in  my 
late  night  sessions,  several  times 
1  noticed  a  strong  odour  coming 
from  a  fellow  student. 

I  guess  I'm  writing  this  letter 
as  a  request.  We  are  all  academ- 
ics, and  therefore  we  should 
understand  the  benefits  of  good 
hygiene. 

Maybe  I  don't  work  as  hard  as 
some  of  the  dedicated  students 
at  U  of  T  who  spend  24/7  in 
the  library.   But  my  request  is 
this — please  take  an  extra  minute 
for  yourself  each  day.  Take  a  nice 
hot  shower,  apply  deodorant,  and 
maybe  throw  in  a  load  of  laundry 
once  in  a  while.  After  all,  that 
paper  will  get  finished,  and  that 
exam  will  go  by,  but  that  girl  in 
the  library  will  always  think  of 
you  as  the  stinky  student. 

Lindsay  Kendall 


?  -I 
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Ask  SEC: 

Sage  advice  from  U  of  Ts  Sexual  Education  Centre 


PENDARVOUSEFI 


He's  not  gay,  just  curious 


Hey  SEC. 

My  straight  boyfriend  recently  con- 
fessed to  me  tfiat  he  is  interested  in 
experimenting  with  another  guy.  I'm 
so  confused.  Is  he  gay? 

Unsigned 

Hello, 

It's  great  that  you  and  your  boyfriend 
have  reached  a  stage  in  your  relation- 
ship that  you  can  openly  discuss  your 
desires  and  fantasies.  Communica- 
tion is  very  important  in  establishing 
a  satisfying  sex  life. 

However,  it  is  also  understandable 
that  you  might  very  well  be  confused 
that  your  straight  boyfriend  wants  to 
fool  around  with  another  man. 

It's  very,  very  normal  for  all 
straight-identified  people  (including 
men!)  to  be  interested  or  engage  in 
sexual  activity  with  members  of  the 
same  sex.  As  we  have  said  so  many 
times,  sexual  activity  is  not  indicative 
of  sexual  preference.  For  many  peo- 
ple, sexual  activity  with  people  they 
normally  wouldn't  have  as  partners  is 
just  trying  a  new  thing  or  taking  their 
sex  lives  to  another  level.  If  your 
boyfriend  says  that  he  is  straight,  he 
probably  is,  even  if  he  wants  to  see 
another  boy's  doodle. 

From  what  1  can  gather,  your  boy- 
friend has  not  actually  engaged  in 
homosexual  activity.  It  may  just  be  a 
fantasy  that  he  wanted  to  share  with 
you.  There  are  many  ways  of  incor- 


porating this  fantasy  into  your  sexual 
relationship  in  a  way  that  is  sexy  for 
the  both  of  you,  such  as  role  playing, 
sex  toys  (e.g.  strap-ons),  gay  porn, 
and  dirty  talking. 

Communication  is  key  in  maintain- 
ing a  comfort  level  when  acting  upon  a 
partner's  fantasy;  it  should  be  fun  for 
everyone  involved.  If  he  wants  to  act 
upon  the  fantasy  with  someone  other 
than  yourself,  it's  important  that  you 
discuss  it  together  to  determine  what 
is  suitable  within  the  boundaries  of 
your  relationship. 

For  some  women,  homoeroticism 
is  where  it's  at.  Personally,  1  eagerly 
await  the  day  when  men  start  making 
out  in  bars  so  that  women  will  buy 
them  beer 

Dear  SEC, 

I'm  a  male  in  my  early  20's  and  lately 
I've  noticed  a  problem  in  the  bedroom. 
For  the  past  few  weefis  during  sex,  I've 
been  ejaculating  very  quicftly  and  with 
little  warning.  My  girlfriend  has  been 
patient  about  everything,  but  it's  really 
bothering  me.  Is  there  anything  I  can 
do? 

Prematurely  Ejaculating  to  the  Ex- 
treme 

Dear  PETE, 

Hold  off  on  the  freaking  out.  Pre- 
mature Ejaculation  (PE)  is  a  fairly 
common  sexual  dysfunction  in  men, 
affecting  about  10  per  cent  of  guys 


your  age.  The  three  most  common 
causes  are  stress,  performance  anxi- 
ety, and  overstimulation.  You  might 
thus  think  that  the  easiest  way  to  de- 
ter PE  is  to  go  on  vacation  and  touch 
your  penis  less,  but  there's  a  bit  more 
to  it  than  that.  A  usual  cause  of  PE  is 
the  inability  ofci  male  to  recognize  his 
sexual  stimulation.  To  resolve  this, 
have  your  partner  (male  or  female, 
anyone  willing  to  give  you  a  handjob, 
really)  bring  you  close  to  orgasm  with 
her  hands. 

As  you  near  orgasm,  tell  your  part- 
ner and  have  her  cease  touching  you. 
Wait  a  minute  or  so  for  your  orgasmic 
feeling  to  subside,  then  have  your 
■partner  bring  you  back  to  the  brink 
of  orgasm,  and  so  forth.  Repeat  this 
process  for  a  few  times  a  week,  and 
within  10  or  so  days  you  should  see 
some  much  improved  results  in  rec- 
ognizing the  source  of  your  sexual 
stimulus. 

A  physical  exercise  to  help  with  PE 
also  exists:  your  kegel,  or  PC  muscle, 
is  the  muscle  you  flex  to  stop  peeing. 
Kegel  exercises  consist  of  flexing  it  for 
ten  seconds  at  a  time  in  sets  of  ten. 
Do  this  once  a  day  and  within  two 
weeks  you  should  notice  much  more 
control  in  orgasm. 

Between  this  and  the  stop-and-go 
method,  make  sure  you  talk  openly 
about  your  problem  with  your  part- 
ner. Seriously,  communication  is  the 
hottest  thing  ever.  We're  talking  Rico 
Suave  sexy. 

AskUofTSEC@hotmaiL  com 


CAMPUS  EVENTS 


Faculty  of  Medicine 
Open  House 

Have  you  ever  wondered 
what  goes  on  behind  the 
scenes  in  a  hospital  op- 
erating room?  Have  you 
ever  wanted  to  know  how 
to  suture  a  wound?  Now 
is  the  time  to  find  out.  U 
of  T's  Faculty  of  Medicine 
will  hold  its  annual  open 
house  on  Sat  Mar  6,  10 
am  -  3  pm  at  the  Med  Sci 
building,  1  King's  Col- 
lege Circle.  Free  admis- 
sion. For  more  info,  see 
www.torontomeds.com/ 
openhouse. 

The  Large  Class  Expe- 
rience 

Does  size  really  matter? 
Participants  will  discuss 
the  pros  and  cons  of  the 
large  class  experience 
and  examine  how  we  can 
enhance  the  experience. 
All  U.  of  T  students  and 
instructors  are  invited 
to  participate  in  this  free 
event.  Mar  5,  10  am  -  12 
pm,  UC  179.  For  more  info, 
call  416-946-0464. 

Same  Sex  Marriage: 
What  are  the  Social 
and  Political  Stakes? 

Lecture  by  Prof  David  Ray- 
side,  Political  Science,  U  of 
T  and  Prof  Miriam  Smith, 
Political  Science,  Carleton 
University.  Mon  Mar  1,  4: 
30  pm,  UC  163.  Presented 
by  the  Canadian  Studies 
and  Sexual  Diversity  Stud- 
ies Programs. 


Monday,  March  1, 2004  7 


Sexual  Awareness  Week 

Presented  by  U  of  T's  Sexual 
Education  Centre. 
-Sex  and  the  City  Pub  Party: 
O'Grady's  Pub,  171  College 
Street,  Mon  Mar  1,  9  pm  - 12 
am.  Come  and  watch  your 
favorite  ladies  on  the  big 
screen,  free  food! 
-Queer  Movie  Night : 
Earth  Science  Room  142,  Tue 
Mar  2,  6  pm  - 10:30  am.  Free 
Food  and  Refreshment 
-Porn  Swap 

SEC  Office,  Wed  Mar  3,  5  pm 

-  8  pm.  Bring  porn  to  trade 
or  just  browse  free  food  and 
refreshments. 

-The  Multicultural  Drag 
Show 

Tango  and  Crewz,  508 
Church  Street,  Wed  Mar  3, 
11  pm  - 1  am.  An  event  of 
camp,  glitz,  glamour,  long 
eyelashes  and  fake  goatees. 
-Erotic  Reading  &  Open 
House 

SEC  office,  Thu  Mar  4,  12  pm 

-  4  pm  (Reading  @  3). 
-Not  Bl  Yourself 

SEC  office,  Fri  Mar  5,  6  pm 

-  8  pm.  Meet  other  bi  people, 
enjoy  a  great  atmosphere, 
free  food  and  drinks. 
-"SECs  and  Chocolate"  Party 
International  Student  Cen- 
tre, Sat  Mar  6,  9:30  pm  -  2 
am.  Tickets  $7  at  SEC  office, 
more  at  the  door. 

SEC  office  is  at  91  St  George 
St.  For  details  call  SEC  @ 
416-948-3100. 

Free  listings  for  campus  events. 
Email  editor@tfievarsity.ca. 


Student  Housing 
Service 


U  n  i  •/  «  r  s  i  t  y  of 


OFF-CAMPUS  HOUSING  WORKSHOPS 


•  Where  &  how  to  search  effectively 

•  What  you  need  to  know  about  being  a  tenant 

•  How  we  can  help 


At  your  RESIDENCE! 


Innis  College 
Family  Housing 
Victoria  College 

St.  Joseph's  College 

New  College 

St.  Hilda's  & 
Trinity  College 


Monday,  March  1**,  7pm 

Event  Room,  Ground  Floor 

Tuesday,  March  2"^*,  7  pm 

Recreation  Room,  2""  Floor,  35  Charles  St.  W. 

Thursday,  March  4***,  7pm 

Music  Room,  Wymilwood  Building 

Monday,  March  8*^,  7pm 

Location  to  be  confirmed. 

Monday,  March  15"^,  7pm 

William  Doo  Auditorium,  45  Willcocks  St, 

Wednesday,  March  17*,  7pm 

Cartwright  Hall 


If  you  miss  your  residence 's  workshop,  come  to  this  FYIone: 

Looking  for  Summer      Tuesday,  March  23'''',  5:30  pm  -  7  pm 

&  Fall  Housing  career  Centre  Seminar  Room,  Koffler  Student  Services 

http://eir.library.utoronto.ca/StudentHousing 


Tel.  416.978.8045  or  housing.services@utoronto.ca 


2004  Lecturer 

Australian  Author 
David  Malouf 


Symposium  Founder  &  Host 
His  Excellency 
John  Ralston  Saul 


Two  days  of  discussion  on  the  future  of  our  democracy. 
Panellists:  Alain  Dubuc,  irshad  Manji,  John  Ralston  Saul,  Paul  Wells 


The  5th  Annual  LaFontaine- Baldwin  Lecture 
7:00  PM,  Friday,  March  12,  2004 

UofT  Convocation  Hall,  31  King's  College  Circle 

$10.00  for  General  Public.  $5.00  for  Students  (with  I.D.). 
Caii  Ticketmaster,  416-870-8000,  or  visit  www.ticketmaster.ca 


Town  Hall  Discussion 

10:00  AM,  Saturday  March  13,  2004 
Canada  Court,  Royal  Ontario  Museum,  Btoor  St.  &  Avenue  Rd. 
Free  admission.  Open  to  the  public.  RSVP  to  staff@dominion.ca 


Visit  www.lafontaine-baidwin.com  for  more  information. 


Principal  Sponsor 


1^  Bank  Financial  Croup 


Partners 
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Nanocrystals  interact  with  light  in  ways  never  before  possible  and  may  one  day  be  used  to  add  hidden  security  features  like  watermarks  or  signatures  to  documents. 


by  JUSTIN  TROTTIER 

VARSITY  STAFF 


In  industries  where  the  goal  is  to  build 
smaller  and  more  efficient  materials 
and  devices,  nanotechnology  is  the 
logical  outcome.  With  nanotechnology, 
humanity  could  fully  exploit  and  control 
the  fundamental  building  blocks  of  nature. 

"I  see  nano  as  a  new  age  of  material  sci- 
ences...one  huge  part  of  it,  not  the  total,  but 
a  huge,  new  age  of  material  science  which 
found  its  roots  in  metallurgy  many  cen- 
turies ago,"  says  Professor  Doug  Perovic, 
chair  of  the  department  of  materials  sci- 
ence and  engineering  and  also  of  the  nano- 
engineering  program,  which  last  year  saw 
its  first  graduating  class. 

Since  the  bronze  age,  humans  have  used  a 
wasteful  top  down  approach  to  manufactur- 
ing where  large  amounts  of  matter  are  chis- 
eled away  to  get  down  to  the  desired  size. 

We  can  now  manufacture  very  small 
materials  down  to  the  nanoscale,  meaning 
the  size  of  ten  hydrogen  atoms.  This  has  a 
very  significant  impact  on  the  way  these 
things  behave.  There  are  for  instance  very 
interesting  new  magnetic  and  mechanical 
behaviours,  and  new  potentials  such  as 
the  ability  to  store  hydrogen  in  the  spaces 
between  the  nanoparticles. 

The  excitement  lies  in  the  fact  that  these 
materials  could  build  themselves  from  the 
bottom  up,  through  a  process  called  self- 
assembly.  The  scientist  applies  the  correct 
conditions,  such  as  temperature,  and  the 
molecules  assemble  themselves  into  the 
desired  structure. 

A  great  deal  of  insight  comes  from  a  tech- 
nique known  as  biomimetics,  which  models 


man-made  devices  after  natural  systems. 
"We  need  to  do  more  with  the  space  that 
we  have,  and  figure  out  better  ways  to 
manufacture  without  creating  the  waste 
and  the  pollution,"  explains  Perovic.  "And 
nature  knows  how  to  do  that. ..it  knows 
how  to  build  and  self-assemble.  A  cell  is 
just  unbelievable... a  single  cell  can  grow 
to  produce  one  of  us,  the  whole  system  just 
builds  itself." 

Computing  with  light 

« 

Photonics  is  the  technology  of  harnessing 
light  for  use  in  computers  and  other  de- 


vices. Photonic  components  are  currently 
made  through  a  process  in  which  one  crys- 
tal is  grown  on  another.  But  for  this  to  work 
both  crystals  must,  have  the  same  spacing 
between  their  constituent  atoms. 

"We  make  good  devices  that  way,  but  [it 
was  very  difficult]  to  make  different  kinds 
of  devices  on  one  piece  of  material,"  says 
professor  Ted  Sargent  of  the  department  of 
electrical  and  computer  engineering. 

"So  with  quantum  dots  in  polymers  we've 
lifted  that  constraint."  A  polymer  is  a  long 
chain  of  identical  subunits.  Quantum  dots 
are  a  joint  invention  from  the  fields  of  physi- 
cal and  synthetic  chemistry  along  with 


JUSTIN  TROTTIER 


Professor  Geoffrey  Ozin  and  graduate  student  Benjamin  Hatton,  who  study 
insulating  materials  that  could  be  used  to  create  faster  computer  chips. 


materials  science,  and  are  used  in  both  bio- 
medical and  electronic  applications. 

Each  semiconductor  quantum  dot  is 
independent  from  the  others,  ultimately 
meaning  that  flexibility  is  enhanced  and 
the  need  to  match  crystals  is  removed.  Any 
polymer  can  now  be  placed  onto  a  soft,  thin 
substrate. 

This  advantage  is  also  being  used  by 
professor  Zheng-Hong  Lu  of  the  depart- 
ment of  materials  science  and  engineering 
towards  research  into  flexible  screens, 
using  soft  plastic-like  substrates  with  or- 
ganics  grown  on  top  (see  Feb.  23  issue  of 
The  Varsity,  "Flexible  Screens:  A  Revolution 
Underway?").  An  organic  material  contains 
carbon,  an  inorganic  one  does  not. 

Quantum  dots  can  take  advantage  of 
something  known  as  the  quantum  size  ef- 
fect, where  the  size  of  the  quantum  dot 
determines  the  wavelengths  of  the  light 
that  it  will  interact  with  and  the  colour 
of  light  it  can  produce.  The  light-emitting 
nanocrystal  quantum  dots  can  be  placed 
on  a  piece  of  silicon  interface  electronic 
components  with  photonic  ones.  "1  think 
that  electronics  and  photonics  do  and  will 
forever  coexist,  so  to  me  the  name  of  the 
game  is  actually  harmonizing  the  two  of 
them,"  says  Sargent. 

Not  only  can  photonic  and  electronic 
interact,  but  light  can  interact  with  light, 
in  a  field  known  as  non-linear  optics  and 
involving  the  famous  buckyball.  Non-linear 
optics  occur  when  one  beam  of  light  pass- 
ing through  a  material  influences  the  way 
other  beams  of  light  will  pass  through  the 
same  material. 

Buckyballs,  soccer-ball  shaped  mol- 
ecules made  up  of  60  carbon  atoms,  are 
critical  because  they  contain  a  lot  of  usable 
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electrons — crucial  for  allowing 
light  to  act  in  new  and  unique 
ways.  "We've  made  materials  us- 
ing buckyballs  that  allow  light  to 
control  light  ten  to  100  times  more 
efficiently  than  published  before." 
With  this  new  ability  to  control 
how  light  influences  light,  the 
ability  to  set  up  a  dynamic  fibre- 
optic  network  for  communicating 
vast  amounts  of  information  with 
unprecedented  speed  is  now  pos- 
sible. 

Materials  that  build 
themselves 

Professor  Geoffrey  Ozin  is  the  U  of 
T  Canada  Research  Chair  in  Mate- 
rials Chemistry.  He  works  in  a  field 
known  as  materials  self-assembly 
which  merges  a  "top-down"  ap- 
proach with  a  "bottom-up"  mo- 
lecular-based approach  to  create 
new  materials  of  all  sizes. 

Benjamin  Hatton,  a  grad  student 
in  materials  chemistry,  actually 
bridges  departmental  boundar- 
ies, working  in  collaborative  proj- 
ects with  both  Professors  Perovic 
and  Ozin.  His  research  involves 
groups  of  materials  known  as 
periodic  mesoporous  silicas  and 
organosilicas. 

One  application  of  conventional 
silica  (glass)  is  as  an  insulating 
material  in  electronics  systems. 
However,  mesoporous  silica 
("meso"  desfgnates  a  length  scale 
in  the  tens  of  nanometers)  is  made 
using  a  self-assembled  organic 
template  to  direct  the  overlying 
inorganic  silica  structure.  The 
organic  template  can  then  be 
burned  away  to  leave  a  porous 
network. 

Keeping  some  organics  around 
has  its  advantages.  Silicon  itself 
is  not  interesting  chemically,  but 
adding  organic  molecules  into  the 
silica  network  can  give  the  mate- 
rial extra  capabilites. 

The  possible  applications  of 
these  organic/inorganic  hybrid 
materials  are  staggering.  The  new 
materials  have  insulating  features 
that  are  currently  being  tested 
for  a  new  generation  of  computer 
chips.  In  medicine,  structures 
with  small  channels  on  the  nano- 
meter scale  can  potentially  store 
drugs  and  release  them  in  a  con- 
trolled way.  In  chemistry,  because 
the  surface  area  to  volume  ratio  is 
so  much  greater  in  the  nano  scale, 
there  is  a  greater  area  on  which 
reactions  can  take  place.  The  uni- 
verse of  the  very  small  seems  to 
reach  out  very  far  indeed. 

Increasing  the  size  from  several 
nanometers  to  a  micron  (lOOOnm), 
we  run  into  the  colloidal  crystal 
and  the  domain  of  Dr.  Vladimir  Ki- 
taev,  a  research  associate  working 
with  professor  Ozin  and  studying 
materials,  polymers  and  colloid 
chemistry.  Colloid  spans  the 
length  scales  between  the  meso 
and  the  macro 

In  particular  Dr.  Kitaev  works 
with  close-packed  arrays  of  silica 
spheres,  known  as  opals,  which 
can  form  intricate  patterns  for 
manipulating  light  and  the  possi- 
ble transmission  of  light  encoded 
messages. 

Since  around  20  per  cent  of  the 
opal  is  porous,  one  exciting  inno- 
vation is  to  use  a  bigger  opal  as  a 
template  and  fill  it  in  with  smaller 
materials.  Enter  Dr.  Marc  Mamak, 
also  a  research  associate  with 
Professor  Ozin,  who  is  currently 
studying  the  properties  of  these 
materials  for  use  in  fuel  cells  and 
lithium  ion  batteries. 

He  is  also  studying  displays 
based  on  mesoporous  nanocrys- 
tals  that  can  change  colour  under 
electrical  stimulation.  Using  these 


By  injecting  certain  kinds 
of  nanocrystals  into  this 
nine-day-old  mouse  embryo, 
biologists  can  see  where  certain 
types  of  tissue  will  grow.  The 
crystals  glow  different  colours 
depending  on  which  type  of  cell 
they  end  up  in. 


kinds  of  materials  as  relays  be- 
tween the  circuitry  and  the  dye 
molecules,  it  is  possible  to  design 
display  technologies  that  give 
unprecedented  speed  and  colour 
contrast.  This  research  is  being 
sponsored  by  Xerox  for  their  elec- 
tronic paper  technologies. 

More  than  meets  the  eye 

Professor  Eugenia  Kumacheva, 
professor  of  chemistry,  works 
with  two  different  sizes  of  parti- 
cles: the  nanoparticle  and  the  col- 
loidal crystal.  If  nanoparticles  are 
placed  inside  colloidal  crystals, 
the  nanoparticle  will  emit  light 
under  certain  conditions — but 
the  wavelength  of  this  light  will  be 
tuned  by  the  size  of  the  nanopar- 
ticle and  the  properties  of  the  col- 
loidal crystal. 

These  materials  can  be  flipped 
between  a  transparent  and  an 
opaque  state  simply  by  shining 
light  of  the  right  frequency  and  in- 
tensity on  them.  In  this  way,  they 
can  be  used  as  switches  to  build 
circuits  based  on  light  rather  than 
electricity. 

Professor  Kumacheva  also 
works  with  polymer  beads  with 
a  fluorescent  dye  located  in  the 
core.  The  dye's  flurorescent 
colour  can  be  turned  on  and  off 
by  shining  light  of  a  certain  wave- 
length on  it,  allowing  the  beads  to 
function  as  pixels  in  two  possible 
states.  These  can  serve  as  the 
building  blocks  for  materials  used 
for  memory  storage  and  security 
documents. 

By  putting  different  dyes  in  the 
core  and  the  surrounding  shell 
of  the  beads,  documents  could 
be  made  with  several  layers  of 
information.  This  may  have  ap- 
plications in  data  encryption  for 
security  documents.  "Under  vis- 


ible light  you  see  your  picture  but 
if  you're  looking  at  different  wave- 
lengths you  can  see,  for  example, 
fingerprints  or  a  signature." 

Reprogramming  cells 

A  cell's  molecular  network  is  the 
set  of  relationships  between  the 
molecules  that  make  it  up.  Once 
this  network  is  well  understood, 
a  malfunctioning  cell  can  be  eas- 
ily identified.  Targeting  unhealthy 
cells  is  also  possible  through  a 
method  currently  under  explora- 
tion by  professor  Warren  Chan  of 
the  Institute  of  Biomaterials  and 
Biomedical  Engineering  (IBBME). 
"The  cells  that  are  healthy  and 
unhealthy  have  a  different  set  of 
molecules  on  the  surface...  once 
we  figure  out  those  molecules 
we  can  use  that  as  a  targeting 
scheme,"  says  Chan. 

Once  in  the  cell,  the  drug  can  in- 
hibit the  manufacturing  of  certain 
molecules  or  block  undesirable 
biological  pathways.  However,  to 
enter  the  cell  and  travel  through 
the  body  the  drug  molecules  have 
to  be  very  small.  Enter  nanotech- 
nology. 

The  mechanism  of  the  drug  de- 
livery system  involves  producing 
a  composite  structure  made  up 
of  different  molecules  that  each 
serve  a  different  purpose.  "You 
produce  one  molecule  to  get  into 
the  right  tissue,  and  another  mol- 
ecule that  takes  it  into  the  cell  and 
another  that  allows  it  to  escape 
certain  compartments  within  the 
cell,"  says  Chan. 

This  mechanism  is  modeled  on 
the  behaviour  of  a  virus,  proving 
once  again  the  power  of  biome- 
metics.  "We  design  it  from  the 
bottom  up  but  modeled  on  the 
existing  virus. ..so  that's  where  it 
becomes  important  to  look  at  na- 
ture as  a  model  scheme." 

Labeling  using  quantum  dots 
is  another  powerful  tool.  These 
luminous  nanocrystals  were  used 
in  a  study  of  mice  where  they  were 
sent  into  a  tumor  and  glowed  dif- 
ferent colours  in  each  area.  "With- 
in the  tumor  the  red  decorated  the 
blood  vessels  of  the  tumour,  while 
the  green  the  lymphatic  vessels, 
etc." 

Chan  explains  the  mechanism 
whereby  quantum  dots  can  be 
designed  for  cancer  detection. 
"We  want  to  utilize  the  differ- 
ent colours  of  the  quantum 
dots  as  a  way  to  molecularly 
code  the  disease. ..if  you  have 
cancer    it    just    shines  light." 

One  of  a  kind 

U  of  T's  nanoengineering  pro- 
gram, capturing  all  these  great 
new  developments,  is  the  first 
such  undergraduate  program  in 
North  America  and  is  one  of  the 
options  open  to  engineering  sci- 
ence students  during  their  final 
two  years.  "The  [key]  to  our  suc- 
cess is  that  we  have  this  great 
university,"  says  Perovic  proudly. 
"It  has  all  the  ingredients  we  need 
to  get  the  right  people  together. 
No  one  single  department  could 
pull  that  off." 

The  interdisciplinary  engineer- 
ing science  program  includes 
courses  from  seven  departments 
in  the  faculties  of  arts  and  science 
and  engineering,  including  chem- 
istry and  physics,  material  sci- 
ence engineering,  electrical  and 
computer  engineering,  chemical 
and  mechanical  engineering  and 
the  Institute  of  Biomaterials  and 
Biomedical  Engineering  (IBBME). 
The  innovations  lie  at  the  inter- 
face between  these  diverse  disci- 
plines. 


COURTESY  VLADIMIR  KITAEV 


These  microscopic  shots  are  of  tiny  glass  spheres  packed  together 
into  a  structure  called  an  opal.  Dr.  Vladimir  Kitaev  hopes  to  use 
these  materials  to  encode  messages  in  light. 


COURTESY  OZIN  GROUP 

This  honeycombed  structure  could  save  the  computing  industry 
billions  as  a  new  kind  of  insulation  for  chips. 


The  60  carbon  soccer  ball  shaped  buckyball  (also  called 
BuckminsterfuUerene  after  the  geodesic  domes  designed  by 
architect  Buckminster  Fuller)  used  to  control  light  in  new  and 
unique  ways. 
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Ancient  Inuit  had  a  whale 
of  a  time 


An  excavated  and  reconstructed  Thule  home.  The  whalebones  would  have  supported  a  roof  of  mosses. 


SCIENCE  BRIEFS 

Rosetta  launch 
delayed 

The  European  Space  Agency's  Rosetta 
mission  was  delayed  for  a  second  time 
ttiis  weeic.  The  mission  involves  send- 
ing a  rocket  on  an  eight  year  mission, 
spiraling  around  Earth  and  Mars,  until 
it  meets  the  comet  Churyumov-Gera- 
simenko,  where  Rosetta  will  deposit 
a  small  probe  to  land  on  the  comet's 
surface.  The  rocket  was  supposed  to 
have  taken  off  this  Thursday,  but  the 
launch  was  delayed  when  scientists 
noticed  a  large  chunk  of  foam  miss- 
ing from  the  insulation.  As  insula- 
tion foam  was  responsible  for  the 
explosion  of  the  Columbia  shuttle  last 
February,  scientists  were  concerned. 
Technicians  only  have  until  March 
17  to  fix  the  problem  and  launch  the 
rocket — after  that,  Earth  will  have 
moved  too  far  away  for  the  rocket  to 
reach  the  trajectory  it  needs  to  follow 
in  order  to  meet  the  comet. 
-ZOE  CORMIER 
Source:  Nature 

Robot  moves  with 
rat  muscle 

Microengineers  at  UCLA  have  made 
a  micromachine  that  moves  with  rat 
muscle.  The  machine  consists  of  a 
metal  arch  with  rat  muscle  grown 
on  the  underside.  When  placed  on 
a  petri  plate  coated  with  sugar  the 
muscle  fibres  begin  to  contract  and 
relax,  using  the  sugar  for  energy. 
The  contractions  cause  the  arch 
to  bend  and  crawl  along  the  plate. 
NASA  funded  the  research  hoping  to 
make  an  army  of  "musclebots"  that 
could  repair  tiny  holes  in  spacecraft 
caused  by  micrometeorites.  That's  a 
long  way  off,  say  the  researchers,  but 
they  could  use  these  bots  to  gener- 
ate muscle  contractions  in  people 
who  are  paralyzed  and  cannot 
breathe  without  a  ventilator. 
-ZC 

Source:  New  Scientist 


Snake  sisterhood 


Snakes  are  usually  thought  of  as  lone 
hunters,  but  a  new  study  shows  that 
they  may  be  far  more  social  than  we 
assume.  A  wildlife  biologist  from 
Cornell  found  that  radio-collared 
female  snakes  bask  with  their  sisters 
far  more  often  than  with  strangers. 
In  the  lab,  he  found  that  sister  snakes 
touch  each  other  and  lie  far  closer  to 
each  other  than  unrelated  female 
snakes.  Even  more  surprising,  sister 
snakes  that  had  been  reared  apart 
and  never  met  each  other  still  rec- 
ognized each  other  and  socialized 
together.  Male  snakes  did  not  show 
any  difference  in  behaviour  to  their 
brothers  or  strangers. 
-ZC 

Source:  Science 


by  MADELEINE  KHAN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  arctic  conjures  images  of 
windswept,  barren  landscapes, 
unspoiled  until  broached  by  Euro- 
peans. Recent  evidence,  however, 
indicates  that  this  idyllic  picture 
may  not  be  entirely  accurate.  A 
Canadian  team  of  experts  has 
unearthed  new  and  fascinating 
evidence  that  aboriginal  whalers 
changed  the  ecosystem  in  the 
region  of  at  least  one  prominent 
settlement  in  the  high  Arctic. 

Led  by  Dr.  Marianne  Douglass 
of  U  of  T's  geology  department, 
the  group  of  investigators  uncov- 
ered how  the  Thule,  ancestors  of 
present-day  Inuit,  impacted  the 
environment  through  their  whal- 
ing activities  400  to  800  years 
ago.  The  team,  which  included 
paleolimnologist  Dr.  John  Smol 
from  Queen's  University,  archae- 
ologist Dr.  James  Savelle  of  McGill 
University,  and  biologist  Dr.  Jules 
Blais  of  the  University  of  Ottawa, 
published  their  findings  in  the 
January  16  issue  Proceedings  of 
the  National  Academy  of  Sciences. 

"The  primary  goal  of  our  study 
was. ..to  determine  whether  Thule 
Inuit  whalers,  who  butchered, 
consumed,  and  discarded  the 
products  of  whales,  used  whale 
bones  as  architectural  materials, 
had  significantly  altered  local 
freshwater  ecosystems.  If  so, 
these  sites  provide  examples  of 
long-term  human-induced  chang- 
es in  Arctic  aquatic  ecosystems, 
a  region  widely  believed  to  have 
been  unaffected  by  local  human 
impacts  until  very  recently."  The 
team  found  nutrient-enriched 
ponds  on  Sommerset  Island 
(northwest  of  Baffin  Island)  sup- 
porting very  lush  growths  of 
mosses  and  algae  where  the 
Thule  dumped  whale  carcasses. 
Whale  bones  from  semi-subter- 
ranean Thule  shelters  still  litter 
the  site. 


byKARYN  LAU 


Holocaust  survivors  are  prone  to 
suicidal  thoughts,  says  a  U  of  T 
study  recently  published  in  the 
American  Journal  of  Geriatric  Psy- 
chiatry. 

The  study  analyzed  530  Jewish 
seniors  treated  at  the  Baycrest 
Centre  for  Geriatric  Care  from  1986 
to  2000  who  were  suffering  from 
depression.  The  one  third  of  the 
subjects  who  were  Holocaust  survi- 
vors were  87  per  cent  more  likely  to 
ponder  committing  suicide. 

The  research  was  conducted 
by  Diana  Clarke,  a  Ph.D  student 
involved  with  public  health  sci- 
ences and  the  collaborative  pro- 
gram in  human  development.  She 
pointed  out  in  her  2001  thesis 
how  the  Holocaust  is  a  traumatic 


Dr.  Smol  explains  the  tech- 
niques that  can  detect  traces  of 
mammal  nutrients  from  several 
centuries  ago.  "Slow  sediment  ac- 
cumulation creates  a  depth-time 
profile  of  past  changes... like  a 
history  book.  The  two  main  indi- 
cators we  used  are  fossil  diatoms 
[types  of  uni-algae  with  glass  cell 
walls].  Some  diatom  species  can 
only  live  in  nutrient-poor  water; 
others  live  in  nutrient-rich  water." 
Dr.  Blais  continues,  "...their  spe- 
cies abundances  reflect  the  avail- 
able nutrients.  The  diatoms  show 
a  dramatic  shift  around  1200  AD. 
This  provides  a  tool  for  people 
to  reconstruct  human  history  in 
places  where  people  did  not  keep 
records." 

Other  techniques,  such  as 
looking  at  the  ratio  of  nitrogen- 
15  isotopes  to  nitrogen-14  iso- 
topes shows  a  sharp  increase 


event  that  could  have  promoted 
chronic  stress  and  psychological 
problems. 

"Understanding  the  relation- 
ship between  suicide  ideation  and 
Holocaust  experience  may  help  in 
earlier  diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  suicidal  behaviors  in  high-risk 
older  adults,"  she  wrote. 

At  the  Baycrest  Centre  for  Geri- 
atric Care,  training  programs  are 
in  place  for  professionals  of  all 
disciplines  to  help  World  War  II 
survivors. 

Even  though  suicidal  thoughts 
and  depression  might  have  oc- 
curred earlier  in  life,  the  chances 
of  committing  suicide  are  greater 
when  health  declines  and  the  body 
becomes  more  fragile  with  old 
age.  Health  care  professionals  and 
caregivers  should  be  on  the  alert 


in  the  heavy  nitrogen  15  about 
800  years  ago,  "...indicating  that 
whales  were  brought  into  the 
pond  around  that  time"  according 
to  Dr.  Smol. 

Asked  if  the  ecosystem  has 
been  permanently  altered,  Blais 
indicated  that  it  appears  to  be: "... 
nutrients  still  leach  from  bone." 
Smol  concurs:  "...because  Arctic 
sites  are  frozen  nine  months  of 
the  year,  decomposition  happens 
very  slowly. ..given  slow  rates  of 
change. ..it  may  take  a  few  more 
centuries  to  get  back  to  'normal.'" 

Although  Sommerset  Island  is 
the  first  whaling  spot  where  this 
kind  of  sediment  analysis  study 
was  done,  Smol  notes  that  other 
whaling  sites  he  and  Douglass 
have  visited  demonstrate  similar 
altered  water  chemistry  and  veg- 
etation. 

When  queried  as  to  whether 


for  growing  numbers  of  Holocaust 
survivors  who  experience  these 
suicidal  thoughts. 

"Because  most  people  who  sur- 
vived the  Holocaust  were  young 
adults,  we  have  more  Holocaust 
survivors  entering  old  age  than 
ever  before,"  says  Paula  David, 
the  coordinator  of  the  Holocaust 
Resource  Project. 

She  explains  the  impact  of  the 
genocide  has  presented  challenges 
for  the  elderly  as  they  cope  with 
new  changes.  "It  is  difficult  for 
these  survivors — as  they  have  been 
called  throughout  their  lives — to 
survive  through  so  much  in  situa- 
tions where  others  have  died,  and 
yet  not  survive  old  age." 

This  study  of  Holocaust  survivors 
can  also  be  applied  to  survivors  of 
other  traumatic  events. 


Thule  impacts  harmed  or  helped 
the  Arctic  ecosystem,  Dr.  Smol 
elaborated  on  their  repercus- 
sions. "The  high  arctic  is  a  very 
nutrient-poor  region.  The  Thule 
whalers  brought  in  ocean  nutri- 
ents [in  the  whales]  and  fertilized 
the  terrestrial  system  [uninten- 
tionally]. It  caused  local  terrestri- 
al systems  to  flourish  with  moss- 
es. The  Thule  needed  mosses  to 
insulate  their  whalebone  houses. 
So  it  could  have  been  a  positive 
feedback  system... But  I  would  not 
classify  this  as  'pollution,'  just  as 
I  would  not  classify,  say,  a  wolf 
killing  a  muskox  and  the  carcass 
fertilizing  the  land.  They  changed 
the  ecosystem,  but  not  necessar- 
ily in  a  bad  way." 

Dr.  Blais  agrees.  "1  think  that 
all  life  alters  their  environment 
by  being  here — and  there  is  no 
shame  in  it  unless  we  abuse  it." 


A  new  book.  Caring  for  Aging 
Holocaust  Survivors:  A  Practice 
Manual  was  launched  this  Wednes- 
day as  a  response  to  the  growing 
psychiatric  problems  arising  in 
the  Holocaust  survivor  commu- 
nity. The  book  focuses  on  helping 
professionals  and  family  members 
care  for  holocaust  survivors  who 
deal  with  depression  and  demen- 
tia. This  book  is  one  of  the  first  of 
its  kind. 

Edited  by  Paula  David  and  Sandi 
Pelly,  the  book  is  a  mosaic  of  case 
studies,  statistics,  and  stories 
from  researchers,  medical  staff, 
patients,  survivors,  and  their  fam- 
ily members. 

Francine  Klein,  a  child  of  Holo- 
caust survivors,  made  a  touching 
speech  at  the  book  launch  about 
how  important  it  was  to  be  sensi- 
tive to  the  aging  problem.  "We 
[the  children  of  the  Holocaust 
survivors]  know  that  regardless 
of  the  circumstances,  we  would 
protect  our  parents  from  every- 
thing— from  worry,  from  fear,  from 
loneliness.  But  we  cannot  protect 
them  from  aging." 


Holocaust  survivors  suffer  from 
suicidal  thoughts,  study  finds 
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Practicing  Picasso 

The  Varsity  goes  behind  the  scenes  to  see  how  a  campus  play  gets  off  the  ground 


bySHAKIRHAQ 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Up  the  antique  steps  of  Emmanuel 
College  on  the  third  floor  in  the 
chapel,  a  group  of  campus  thespians 
rehearse  for  their  play,  which  will 
open  in  less  than  a  week.  Director 
Sarah  Pearson  clears  up  a  couple  of 
pre-rehearsal  issues,  while  sifting 
through  a  pile  of  potential  costumes 
for  one  of  the  characters.  Surpris- 
ingly, there's  no  anxiety  noticeable 
on  any  of  their  faces.  In  fact,  there's 
an  air  of  calm  in  the  room.  They  are 
ready  to  perform. 

Before  they  begin  the  practice, 
their  fearless  director  gives  a  pre-re- 
hearsal spiel  on  projection,  character 
development,  line  delivery  and  how 
they  should  treat  this  as  a  normal 
run-through,  ignoring  the  theatre 
critic  sitting  in  on  the  rehearsal.  The 
cast  and  crew  listen  intently  to  all  her 
directions  and  get  into  place  for  the 
opening  of  the  show.  At  just  after  4 
p.m.,  the  house  lights  go  down  and 
the  stage  lights  come  up  on  a  bar,  the 
Lapin  Agile. 

Written  by  funnyman  Steve  Martin 
(who  also  happens  to  have  a  success- 
ful career  as  a  writer),  the  play  is  a 
fast-paced,  quick-witted  comedy, 
which  plays  out  the  hypothetical 
situation  of  Pablo  Picasso  and  Albert 
Einstein  bumping  into  one  another 
in  a  bar  before  they  had  become 
famous. 

The  play  takes  place  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  20"'  century,  but  Pearson 
warns  us  that  she  "[hasn't]  taken  a 
lot  of  the  history  too  literally.  1  don't 
think  that  this  play  is  very  strict 
about  being  historically  accurate.  1 
feel  that  the  1904  setting  in  Paris  is 
just  a  suggestion."  So  don't  expect  to 
see  a  biography  of  these  two  great  fig- 
ures of  the  modern  era. — it  is  a  Steve 
Martin  comedy,  after  all.  With  that  in 
mind,  be  prepared  to  engage  yourself 
mentally  as  some  of  the  cleverly  writ- 
ten dialogue  requires  a  cerebral  play- 
back to  be  certain  you've  captured  all 
the  philosophy  and  satire  that  Martin 
packs  into  a  line  or  two. 

The  cast  is  fortunately  able  to  pull 
off  majority  of  these  lines  quite  well. 


The  most  noteworthy  performances 
definitely  come  from  the  lead  male 
roles:  Picasso  (Luke  Reid)  and 
Einstein  (Johnny  Walker),  who  not 
only  are  delightfully  enjoyable  as 
individual  characters,  but  in  contrast 
to  each  other,  their  bantering  chem- 
istry is  only  that  much  more  height- 
ened. But  of  course  no  play  can  be 
carried  simply  by  the  leads — rather, 
it's  truly  the  ensemble  that  makes  a 
play  a  gem.  This  is  definitely  the  case 
here,  where  the  intimacy  of  the  cast 
is  obvious,  especially  in  terms  of  co- 
medic  timing  and  pacing. 

Getting  such  an  intellectually 
intense  production  off  the  ground 
successfully  is  no  easy  feat.  Picasso 
marks  Pearson's  directorial  debut, 
and  the  third-year  Philosophy  and 
English  major  says,  "it's  been  a  huge 
learning  experience."  She  advises 
that  anyone  planning  to  direct  a 
student  production  should  go  into 
the  process  with  this  mindset.  She 


feels  "the  mandate  of  student  theatre 
is  to  give  everyone  as  great  an  educa- 
tional opportunity  as  possible." 

With  her  background  in  theatre 
mainly  from  experience  in  high 
school  and  university  extra-curricu- 
lar activities,  Pearson  was  chosen 
from  among  a  handful  of  students 
who  applied  to  direct  this  show  for 
the  Victoria  College  Drama  Society. 
After  responding  to  a  call  for  direc- 
tors sent  out  to  the  VCDS  mailing 
list,  she  soon  found  out  she  would  be 
directing  her  first  play — an  exciting 
thought,  but  also  often  overwhelm- 
ing at  times. 

"I'm  not  the  kind  of  director  who 
has  a  specific  vision  right  away  and 
wants  to  actualize  it  according  to  my 
'set  plan',"  she  explains.  "1  discover 
the  play  and  [realize  that]  everyone 
brings  something  different  to  [the 
process]  and  my  job  is  to  see  how 
we're  going  to  fit  everything  to- 
gether— [how  we  can]  fit  everyone's 


flavour  into  something  that  will  taste 
really  yummy." 

The  challenge  Pearson  finds  most 
important  to  accept  from  the  begin- 
ning is  "realizing  that  though  I'm  in 
a  position  of  leadership,  I'm  still  in 
a  position  of  leadership  among  my 
peers...  I'm  not  more  qualified  than 
anyone  else  to  do  this.  We're  all  in 
this  together  and  we're  all  learn- 
ing— and  we  all  have  to  learn  from 
each  other." 

Not  only  has  she  learned  plenty 
about  directing,  but  she  finds  that  it's 
taught  her  a  lot  about  acting:  "I  have 
a  huge  respect  for  acting  right  now 
and  it  makes  me  really  nervous  to  go 
back  to  acting  after  this,"  she  notes. 

In  Pearson's  opinion,  the  audition 
process  was  probably  one  of  the 
greatest  hurdles  she  needed  to  leap. 
"1  found  it  difficult  to  try  and  give  ev- 
ery single  person  an  equal  chance," 
she  says.  "1  wanted  to  be  diplomatic. 
What  was  difficult  was  choosing  call- 


backs, but  in  callbacks  it  was  very 
clear  [soon  enough]  who  1  wanted.  I 
found  the  perfect  cast." 

Fortunately,  she  was  able  to  find  a 
cast  who  she  quickly  bonded  with, 
since  one  of  her  pre-audition  fears 
was  "working  with  people  who  resist 
listening  to  you  and  being  co-opera- 
tive because  theatre  is  such  a  team 
effort." 

The  play  hasn't  even  opened  yet, 
and  already  Pearson  is  thinking 
about  her  next  project,  which  "will 
be  catching  up  on  my  classes  and 
passing  my  third  year,"  she  jokes. 
"1  would  love  to  direct  again,  but 
probably  not  with  VCDS.  1  want  to 
give  other  people  the  opportunity 
to  direct." 

VCDS'  production  of  Picasso  ait  the 
Lapin  Agile  runs  opens  this  Thurs- 
day and  runs  until  Sunday  at  the 
Isabel  Bader  Theatre  (93  Charles  St.) 
at  8  p.m. 
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Telling  tales 

U  of  T prof  says  stories  lie  at  the  root  of  who  we  are 


by  IAN  MacRAE 


Ted  Chamberlin,  Professor  of  Eng- 
lish and  Comparative  Literature 
at  U  of  T,  has  travelled  far  and 
wide  working  on  issues  of  land 
and  language.  In  his  new  book  If 
This  is  Your  Land,  Where  Are  Your 
Stories?,  he  shares  tales  from  his 
days  with  the  San  Bushmen  of  the 
Kalahari,  the  Aboriginals  of  Aus- 
tralia, the  Rastafaris  of  Jamaica, 
and  the  cowboys  and  Indians  of 
his  childhood  Wild  West.  In  all 
these  places  he  is  concerned  with 
language,  with  riddles,  charms 
and  elegies,  nursery  rhymes  and 
creation  tales,  with  how  through 
stories  we  divide  the  world  into 
Us  and  Them,  then  fight  across 
the  divide. 

This  is  a  wide-ranging  book  full 
of  surprising  contradictions  and 
long-held  wisdoms  tossed  aside 
as  so  much  "nonsense":  reading 
animal  tracks  is  much  the  same  as 
reading  books — there  are  no  such 
things  as  'oral'  and  'written'  cul- 
tures, argues  Chamberlin;  math- 
ematics and  science  are  among 
the  great  imaginative  traditions 
of  our  times;  European  "settler" 
culture  is  really  a  culture  of  wan- 
derers, those  we  term  "nomads" 
are  in  fact  settled. 

Chamberlin  delights  in  his 
children's  love  of  well-worn 
rhymes,  and  extols  the  fine  art  of 
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IFTHISISIOURUNO, 

WHERE  ARE  yOOBSTOBIES? 


the  bedtime  story,  which  unfolds 
in  the  land  of  "Once  upon  a  time": 
a  place  that  is  but  is  not,  where 
things  happen  that  don't,  that  de- 
licious border  land  between  imag- 
ination and  reality  where  all  good 
stories  take  place.  Children  know 
this,  says  Chamberlin,  but  adults 
often  forget,  turning  imaginary 
land  into  earthly  terrain,  then 
fighting  over  contesting  claims. 

The  world  is  built  from  stories, 
which  are  made  of  language,  a 
meaningless  sound  built  on  a 
meaningless  symbol  from  which 
we  make  meaning.  The  world  is 
therefore  made  of  sand  but  is  as 
hard  as  rock,  as  long  as  we  be- 
lieve. The  choice  between  reality 
and  imagination  is  a  false  choice 
between  "being  marooned  on  an 
island  and  thrown  into  the  sea." 

This  is  the  same  false  dichot- 
omy as  the  one  between  Us  and 
Them.  Stories  are  lies  that  tell 


the  truth;  they  are  full  of  paradox 
and  contradiction;  from  this  they 
harvest  their  power.  The  trick  is 
to  recognize  paradox  so  that  we 
can  hold  "lies"  and  "truth"  up  side 
by  side,  and  see  that  they  are  not 
mutually  exclusive.  Then  we  can 
"believe  it  and  not" — the  way 
children  do,  the  way  we  do  with 
Hollywood  films  and  good  novels, 
but  often  not  with  our  own  deep- 
est tales. 

If  This  Is  Your  Land,  lit  from 
within  by  a  love  of  language,  in- 
tended to  be  read  by  everyman, 
is  at  its  root  deeply  political:  how 
are  we  to  live  together  on  this 
shrinking  earth,  where  the  ghost 
stories  of  so  many  unburied  dead 
still  roam  free? 


SAC  REFERENDUM  NOTICE 


PREAMBLE 

BikeShare  is  a  not-for-profit  service  operated  by  the  Community  Bicycle  Networic  of  Toronto.  Initiated 
through  grants  from  various  organizations  and  the  city  of  Toronto,  Bil<eShare  provides  a  fleet  of  bicycles 
for  members,  which  may  be  signed  out  of  thirteen  hubs  located  near  campus  in  downtown  Toronto. 
Bicycles  may  be  signed  out  for  a  period  of  three  days  at  a  time,  and  may  be  signed  in  and  out  of  any 
hub.  With  additional  funding,  BikeShare  could  develop  more  hubs  on  campus,  and  add  more  bicycles  to 
the  program.  This  would  enable  more  students  to  use  bicycles  as  transportation,  instead  of  cars,  transit 
or  taxis.  At  present,  no  levy  exists  for  BikeShare. 

The  Community  Bicycle  Network  is  seeking  consent  from  full-time  undergraduates  for  a  new  levy  to  add 
hubs,  and  bicycles  to  the  network.  The  proposed  increase  is  $0.40  per 
session  ($0.80  per  fall/winter  academic  period)  for  all  St.  George  Students.  The  fee  would  be 
refundable  to  any  student  who  wished  to  opt-out,  during  the  regular  SAC  opt-out  period. 

If  the  increase  is  approved,  the  BikeShare  levy  would  be  $0.25  per  session  ($0.50  per  fall/winter 
academic  period)  and  would  be  charged  as  part  of  the  SAC  fee  to  all  full-time  undergraduate  students 
beginning  in  the  Fall  2004  session.  This  fee  would  be  refundable  at  the  beginning  of  each  session. 

QUESTION 

Are  you  in  favor  of  an  increase  in  the  SAC  fee  for  BikeShare  as  described  in  the  preamble? 

PREAMBLE 

The  Cinema  Studies  Students'  Union  (CINSSU)  has  been  presenting  the  Free  Friday  Film  Series  since 
1995.  A  wide  range  of  unique  and  interesting  35mm  films  are  presented  on  a  weekly  basis. 

CINSSU  and  the  Students'  Administrative  Council  (SAC)  are  seeking  consent  from  SAC  members  for  an 
increase  to  the  SAC  fee  to  support  the  costs  of  presenting  Free  Friday  Films.  The  proposed  increase  is 
$0,25  per  session  ($0.50  per  fall/winter  academic  period)  and  would  be  refundable  upon  request. 

If  the  increase  is  approved,  the  total  fee  for  Free  Friday  Films  would  be  $0.25  per  session,  ($0.50  per 
fall/winter  academic  period),  refundable  during  SAC's  fee  refund  period,  and  would  be  charged  to  all 
full-time  undergraduate  students  on  the  St.  George  Campus  as  part  of  the  SAC  fee  beginning  in  the  fall 
2004  session. 

QUESTION 

Are  you  in  favor  of  an  increase  in  the  SAC  fee  for  CINSSU's  Free  Friday  Films  as  described  in 
the  preamble? 

PREAMBLE 

Lesbians,  Gays,  Bisexuals  and  Transgendered  of  the  University  of  Toronto  (LGBTOUT)  is  committed 


to  creating  safe,  harassment-free,  queer  positive  space  for  all  lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  transgendered 
and  queer  (LGBTQ)  students  and  allies.  LGBTOUT  advocates  on  issues  of  sexism,  racism,  disability, 
homophobia,  biphobia,  transphobia  and  heterosexism. 

LGBTOUT  is  the  first  Canadian  queer  activist  group  and  the  first  student  group  dedicated  to  queer 
students,  staff  and  faculty  at  the  University  of  Toronto.  The  year  2004  marks  LGBTOUT's  35'" 
anniversary  since  our  founding  in  1969.  LGBTOUT  is  seeking  consent  from  full-time  undergraduates  for 
a  levy  in  the  amount  of  $0.69. 

If  the  Levy  is  approved,  it  would  be  $0.35  in  the  fall  session,  and  $0.34  in  the  winter  session,  for  a  total 
of  $0.69  in  the  fall/winter  academic  period.  The  fee  would  be  charged  as  part  of  the  SAC  fee  to  all  full- 
time  undergraduate  students  beginning  in  the  fall  2004  session.  The  LGBTOUT  levy  is  refundable  upon 
request  during  SAC's  opt-out  period.  This  fee  would  continue  to  be  refundable  at  the  beginning  of  each 
session. 

QUESTION 

Are  you  in  favor  of  an  increase  in  the  SAC  fee  for  LGBTOUT  as  described  in  the  preamble? 

PREAMBLE 

The  Students'  Administrative  Council,  Local  98  of  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Students,  is  the  students' 
union  for  all  45,000+  full-time  undergraduates  at  the  University  of  Toronto.  SAC  provides  advocacy, 
services  and  events,  which  include  funding  for  over  300  on-campus  clubs  and  organizations,  a  health 
and  dental  insurance  plan,  a  series  of  needs  based  student  bursaries,  campaigns  relating  to  accessible 
education  and  various  social  justice  issues,  campus  wide  Orientation  events,  photocopies  and  other 
office  services  and  more.  In  the  2003-04  academic  year,  a  series  of  new  services  were  introduced, 
including  the  retailing  of  discounted  metropasses,  free  income  tax  clinics  and  a  used  book  exchange 
service.  With  SAC's  current  budget,  we  will  be  unable  to  maintain  and  expand  these  current  services. 
For  this  reason,  SAC  is  seeking  an  additional  $1.25  per  student  per  term,  to  offer  more  efficient 
metropass  sales  at  more  locations,  expand  the  free  income  tax  clinic  service,  and  secure  more 
permanent  spaces  for  extended  BookExchange  sales. 

SAC  is  seeking  consent  from  full-time  undergraduates  for  an  increase  to  the  SAC  levy  to  meet  an 
increased  demand  for  services.  The  proposed  increase  is  $1.25  per 
session  ($2.50  per  fall/winter  academic  period). 

If  the  increase  is  approved,  the  SAC  levy  would  be  $12.xx  per  session  ($24.xx  per  fall/winter  academic 
period)  and  would  be  charged  to  all  full-time  undergraduate 
students  beginning  in  the  Fall  2004  session. 

QUESTION 

Are  you  in  favor  of  an  increase  in  the  SAC  fee  as  described  in  the  preamble? 
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Hell,  yeah 


NTC  upstarts  Teah  Teah  Teahs  rock 
the  Phoenix 


byBRONWYNKIENAPPLE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Where  better  than  New  York  to  rein- 
vent the  music  industry?  Producing 
such  hot  acts  as  the  Stroices  and 
Interpol,  the  NYC  music  scene  has 
helped  to  breathe  new  life  into  the 
pop-punk  sound  that  has  domi- 
nated rock  in  the  2P'  century.  The 
Yeah  Yeah  Yeahs  are  another  Big 
Apple  band  that  shares  the  fashion- 
conscious,  'I'm-so-hip'  attitude  and 
post-punk  sound  that  characterizes 
this  new  wave  of  bands. 

The  seeming  artifice  of  the  group 
can  be  a  bit  off-putting  at  first  with 
lead  singer  Karen  O's  trendy  '80s- 
inspired  get-ups  and  their  artsy 
psychedelic  rock  sound.  But  once 
you  get  to  their  show,  it's  clear  that 
the  trio  can  fucking  rock  out  like  no 
other.  The  Yeah  Yeah  Yeahs  local 
stop  at  the  Phoenix  this  past  week- 
end lasted  only  an  hour  and  fifteen 
minutes.  But  in  that  short  time,  they 
created  some  serious  magic  and 
made  a  strong  case  for  the  future  of 
post-punk. 

The  band  owes  much  to  Karen  0 
and  her  amazing  presence  (in  the 
past  year,  the  punky  frontwoman  has 
spawned  legions  of  imitators  of  her 
slapdash  rock'n'roll  style).  Indeed, 
guitarist  Nick  Zinner  and  drum- 
mer Brian  Chase  faithfully  failed 
to  command  attention.  Although 
the  Phoenix's  stage  is  reminiscent 
of  those  in  old  high  school  gyms, 
Karen  0  worked  it  to  full  potential 
with  her  characteristic  energy  and 
good  humour.  Between  spinning 
around,  smearing  cake  all  over  her 
face,  putting  a  lit  microphone  in  her 
mouth  and  hiding  behind  the  stage 
curtains,  her  psychotic  tendencies 
kept  the  audience  rapt  and  scream- 
ing, causing  the  songstress  to  seem 
almost  overwhelmed  at  times. 

Her  voice,  which  ranges  from  a 
deep  growl  to  a  sweet  purr  to  full- 
out  screaming,  keeps  the  Yeah  Yeah 
Yeahs  from  sounding  like  a  one-song 
band  and  makes  them  fun  to  listen 
to,  but  not  in  a  ridiculous  way  like 
Brit  rock-  revivalists  The  Darkness. 


CONCERT  REVIEW 


Yeah  Yeah  Yeahs 


Phoenix  Concert  Theatre 


February  27,  2003 


Rating:  VWv 


It's  more  the  kind  of  good  time  that 
comes  from  being  able  to  let  loose 
and  revel  in  that  oddball  side  of 
yourself  that  somehow  becomes 
cool  on  the  indie  scene. 

The  show  featured  songs  from 
their  2003  album  Fever  to  Tell,  as 
well  as  their  latest  single  "Machine", 
and  their  self-titled  EP.  Songs  from 
the  album  got  the  most  attention, 
with  faster,  punkier  tunes  alternat- 
ing with  slower,  moodier  fare.  The 
band  worked  the  crowd  into  a  frenzy 
on  songs  like  "Tick"  and  "Rich",  and 
slowed  things  down  with  numbers 
like  "Modern  Romance". 

The  most  stunning  transition 
was  from  "Maps"  to  "Date  With  The 
Night".  The  former  was  performed 
with  such  vulnerability  that  it  was 
easy  to  almost  forget  that  this  was 
the  same  person  who  was  swearing, 
spitting  and  swaggering  just  two 
minutes  earlier.  While  Karen  O  cra- 
dled her  microphone  between  her 
palms,  a  quiet  yet  powerful  intensity 
suddenly  descended  upon  the  club. 
As  the  last  notes  trailed  off,  though, 
the  band  suddenly  exploded  into 
"Date  With  The  Night".  The  jarring 
change  didn't  seem  to  faze  anyone 
but  rather  served  to  whip  up  the 
crowd  even  more. 

The  end  of  the  set  came  all  too 
soon  and  without  even  a  note  of  fan 
favourite  "Y  Control",  which  was  a 
bit  of  a  downer.  However,  after  such 
an  honest  performance,  there  was 
little  reason  for  complaint.  Fashion- 
able they  may  be,  but  needlessly 
flashy  they  aren't.  When  a  band  can 
rock  out  with  such  earnestness,  you 
know  they're  for  real. 
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BALANCE  SHEET  AS  OF  APRIL  30,  2003 

GENERAL  FUND 

WHEELCHAIR  WHEELCHAIR 

TOTAL  AS  OF  . 

ASSETS 

FUND           ENDOWMENT  FUND 

APRIL  30,  2003 

CURRENT 

Cash  &  Equivalents 

1,754,918.00 

94,658.00 

1,849,576.00 

Accounts  Receivable 

57,109.00 

57,109.00 

1,812,027.00 

94,658.00 

1,906,685.00 

Investments 

266,884.00  416,953.00 

683,837.00 

Capital 

24,630.00 

24,630.00 

24,630.00 

266,884.00  416,953.00 

708,467.00 

1,836,657.00 

361,542.00  416,953.00 

2,615,152.00 

LIABILITIES 

CURRENT 

Accounts  Payable  & 

Accrued  Liabilities 

1,719,134.00 

1,719,134.00 

FUND  BALANCES 

Invested  in  Capital  Assets 

24,630.00 

24,630.00 

Unrestricted 

92,893.00 

92,893.00 

Externally  Restricted 

361,542.00  416,953.00 

778,495.00 

117,523.00 

361,542.00  416,953.00 

896,018.00 

1,836,657.00 

361,542.00  416,953.00 

2,615,152.00 

STATEMENT  OF  OPERATIONS 

YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  30,  2003 

GENERAL  FUND 

WHEELCHAIR  WHEELCHAIR 

TOTAL  AS  OF 

FUND           ENDOWMENT  FUND 

APRIL  30,  2003 

REVENUES 

Student  Membership  Fees 

829,489.00 

74,934.00 

904,423.00 

Orientation 

202,375.00 

202,375.00 

Convocations 

108,705.00 

108,705.00 

Health  Plan  Administration 

152,586.00 

152,586.00 

Investment  Income 

56,202.00 

8,492.00  (3,106.00) 

61,588.00 

101st  Anniversary 

71,000.00 

71,000.00 

1,420,357.00 

83,426.00  (3,106.00) 

1,500,677.00 

EXPENDITURES 

Administration 

534,351.00 

534,351.00 

Amortization 

21,991.00 

21,991.00 

Buraries 

15,500.00 

15,500.00 

Commissions 

165,542.00 

165,542.00 

Committees 

81,162.00 

81,162.00 

Convocations 

58,667.00 

58,667.00 

Health  Plan  Administration 

119,017.00 

119,017.00 

Orientation 

247,850.00 

247,850.00 

101st  Anniversary 

60,711.00 

60,711.00 

Project  Expenditures 

179,049.00 

179,049.00 

1,304,791.00 

179,049.00  0.00 

1,483,840.00 

Revenues  over  Expenditures 

115,566.00 

(95,623.00)  (3,106.00) 

16,837.00 
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Will  the  2010  Vancouver  Olympics  bring  pain  or  gain? 

Panelists  split  on  what  lies  in  store  for  Canada  and  its  athletes  when  the  games  hit  the  West 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 

Nancy  Lee,  executive  director  of  CBC  sports  television  and  a  former  Varsity  Blue  swimmer,  joins  Dean 
Bruce  Kidd  on  stage  to  discuss  the  ups  and  downs  of  hosting  the  Olympic  Games. 


by  DAVID  SILVERMAN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


In  six  short  years,  the  eyes  of  the 
world  will  fall  on  Canada's  west 
coast  when  the  Olympic  Games  roll 
into  Vancouver.  In  last  week's  spe- 
cial panel  discussion  entitled  "Van- 
couver 2010:  What  Does  this  Mean 
for  Canada  and  our  Athletes?,'  a 
part  of  the  U  of  T  President's  Circle 
lecture  series,  many  important 
questions  were  raised  on  the  mer- 
its and  the  drawbacks  of  hosting 
the  largest  global  sporting  event. 

The  discussion  featured  three 
panelists,  each  bringing  a  differ- 
ent viewpoint  to  the  table,  and  was 
moderated  by  Bruce  Kidd,  dean  of 
the  Faculty  of  Physical  Education 
and  Health. 

Representing  the  athlete's  per- 
spective was  Veronica  Brenner,  a 
U  of  T  economics  student  and  2002 
Olympic  silver  medallist  in  aerial 
freestyle  skiing.  Weighing  in  for  the 
media  was  Nancy  Lee,  executive  di- 
rector of  CBC  sports  television  and 
recently  appointed  Chef  de  Mission 
for  the  2004  Summer  Games  in  Ath- 
ens. Rounding  out  the  panel  was 
Helen  Jefferson  Lenskyj,  a  sociol- 
ogy and  equity  studies  professor  at 
OlSE  and  an  outspoken  critic  of  the 
Olympic  Games. 

The  Olympic  Games  reach  a 
global  audience  in  the  billions, 
Kidd  pointed  out  in  his  introduc- 
tion to  kick  off  the  evening.  And 
consequently,  the  Olympics  have 
become  more  than  just  a  sporting 


event — they  impact  broadly  on 
the  host  country's  economic  de- 
velopment, sport  and  recreational 
development,  and  cultural  devel- 
opment. 

Lee  was  the  first  to  touch  on  the 
potential  benefits  of  hosting  the 


2010  games.  As  overseer  of  the  CBC, 
which  will  air  the  games,  Lee  made 
it  clear  that  Vancouver  will  help 
the  Canadian  public  focus  their 
attention  on  the  Canadian  athlete. 
Unlike  other  developed  nations, 
Canada's  budget  does  not  normally 


include  subsidies  to  accommodate 
the  so-called  elite  athlete.  Accord- 
ing to  Lee,  Vancouver's  successful 
bid  will  enable  all  levels  of  govern- 
ment and  large  corporate  sponsors 
to  get  on  board  and  fund  state  of 
the  art  facilities,  top-level  coach- 


ing, and  sufficient  financial  support 
for  the  athletes  themselves. 

Lee  says  that  breweries,  banks, 
telecommunications,  and  automo- 
tive companies  have  already  been 
knocking  on  Vancouver's  door, 
hoping  to  take  part  in  supporting 
the  games  and  athletes.  That  kind 
of  important  financial  commitment 
to  sport  in  this  country  would  not 
be  forthcoming  if  the  Olympics 
were  hosted  outside  of  Canada. 

Brenner  knows  firsthand  the 
many  financial  obstacles  the  Ca- 
nadian elite  athlete  has  to  over- 
come. Brenner  agreed  with  Lee, 
saying  that  Vancouver  will  bring 
significant  benefits  to  the  financial 
needs  of  the  athlete,  something  she 
asserts  is  of  utmost  importance  for 
top-level  competition. 

What  Brenner  made  abundantly 
clear,  however,  is  that  even  though 
the  games  are  a  business,  nothing 
compares  to  representing  your 
country  on  the  Olympic  global 
stage.  "It  is  important  to  bring  a 
sense  of  pride  to  Canadians,"  says 
Brenner,  and  hosting  the  Olym- 
pics will  allow  Canadians  to  rally 
around  each  other. 

Although  in  principle  she  is  not 
against  financially  supporting  elite 
athletes.  Professor  Lenskyj  argues 
that  for  the  majority  of  the  popula- 
tion, the  cons  greatly  outweigh  the 
pros  in  hosting  an  Olympic  Games. 
Lenskyj,  who  has  authored  a  book 
on  the  social  and  economic  prob- 

Continued  on  next  page 


The  right  stuff:  Blues  claim  fourth  provincial  title 


by  IAN  HA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


After  winning  a  hard-fought  five  set 
game  against  McMaster  in  last  Fri- 
day's provincial  championship  semi- 
finals here  at  U  of  T,  Blues  volleyball 
coach  Kristine  Drakich  wanted  to  see 
a  more  attentive  effort  from  her  17 
member  squad  in  the  finals. 

"When  we  focus  on  our  game,  we 
play  really  well,"  she  said.  She  added 
that  worries  over  McMaster's  game 
plan,  as  well  as  the  raucous,  pot  and 
spatula-wielding  crowd — oftentimes 
deafening — may  have  distracted  the 
team. 

Fortunately,  the  Blues  looked  more 
focused  and  less  distracted  in  Satur- 
day's finals  against  Guelph.  Looking 
poised  and  calm  behind  a  strong 
defensive  game,  the  women's  Blues 
volleyball  team  streaked  through  a 
three-set  sweep  (25-20,  28-26,  25-18) 
of  the  Guelph  Gryphons  to  win  the 
Ontario  University  Association  (OUA) 
championship,  capping  a  16-1  season. 
The  Blues  head  to  the  national  cham- 


The  women's  volleyball  team  powered  their  way  to  yet  another  provincial  cheunpionship  banner  this 
weekend.  The  Blues  took  out  Guelph  in  three  straight  sets  in  the  final,  and  now  prepare  for  the  nationalsin 
Saskatchewan  next  week. 
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pionships  in  Saskatoon  this  Tuesday. 
"That's  the  most  exciting  thing  this 
whole  year,"  said  Blues  player  of  the 
game  and  right-side  striker  Anastasia 
Danilova. 

Anchored  by  Katie  Bickerton's  vo- 
cal on-court  leadership  and  some 
misplayed  serve  returns  by  Guelph, 
the  Blues  controlled  the  first  set  after 
going  ahead  5-4.  A  late  set  rally  win- 
ner by  Guelph  cut  the  lead  to  23-19, 
but  was  not  enough  of  a  momentum 
shifter,  as  the  Blues  efficiently  fin- 
ished the  set  25-20. 

"I  think  we  played  better  last  night 
against  Queen's,"  said  Gryphons 
head  coach  Linda  Melnick.  "But  I 
don't  think  we  were  as  challenged 
as  today." 

The  three  set  victory  belies  the 
struggle  along  the  way,  namely  a  seri- 
ous challenge  to  the  Blues'  lead  in  a 
second  set  game-breaker.  After  see- 
sawing in  the  middle,  Guelph  pushed 
to  an  22-18  lead.  But  a  Blues  timeout 
and  a  long,  hard-fought  rally  winner 
to  make  it  22-19  signaled  a  comeback, 
prompting  fans  to  their  feet.  Facing 
elimination  at  24-22,  three  huge 
strikes  by  Danilova  thrust  the  Blues 
to  25-24.  After  another  scare  at  25-26, 
some  great  shot  blocking  by  Laura 
Powers  pushed  the  Blues  to  a  28-26 
set  victory. 

"That  was  the  big  difference,"  said 
Drakich.  "Lose  that  one  and  we  could 
go  either  way." 

Danilova's  eleventh  hour  heroics 
were  just  some  of  many  spectacular 
moments  as  she  finished  with  15  kills 
and  14  digs. 

"She's  definitely  one  of  the  players 


that  did  us  in,"  said  Guelph  player  of 
the  game  Lisa  Cosentino  of  the  shy 
St.  Petersburg  native.  "We  call  her 
the  'Russian  Sensation.'  But  it  takes  a 
team  to  win,  and  they  did  that." 

"U  of  T  was  at  their  best,  as  they 
knew  they  had  to  be,"  said  Melnick. 

A  dispirited  Guelph  squad  could 
not  counter-attack  in  the  final  set, 
going  down  20-8  early  and  eventually 
losing  25-18. 

In  assessing  the  loss,  Melnick  saw 
the  outcome  more  as  a  result  of  the 


Blues  doing  things  right  than  the 
Gryphons  doing  things  wrong.  "Two 
teams  fought  as  hard  as  they  could.  It 
wasn't  that  we  all  of  a  sudden  played 
poorly." 

"We  came  together  really  well  as 
a  team,"  said  Bickerton.  "Our  hitters 
did  really  well. ..In  terms  of  points,  it 
was  pretty  spread  out  and  that's  a 
sign  of  a  pretty  good  team." 

"We  played  patient.  We  served 
well,"  said  Drakich.  "It  was  a  matter  of 
staying  focused." 
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Big  trouble  in  a 
little  pool 


by  DANIEL  FILIPE  MARTINS  

Two  pools  at  U  of  T's  Athletic  Cen- 
tre have  sprung  major  leaks  over 
the  course  of  the  past  few  weeks. 
Although  efforts  to  locate  and 
repair  the  leaks  are  ongoing,  the 
precise  cause  of  the  leaks  is  as  yet 
unknown.  AC  staff  suspect  that  the 
damage  is  due  to  light  earthquake 
tremors. 

The  teach  pool,  which  is  used  for 
swimming  instruction  for  children 
and  adults  as  well  as  for  recreation, 
is  losing  approximately  150,000 
gallons  of  water  per  month  and 
has  been  closed  for  the  duration 
of  the  investigation  and  repair  ef- 
forts. The  large  pool,  which  is  more 
commonly  used,  is  losing  approxi- 
mately 100,000  gallons  per  month, 
but  will  remain  open  until  August. 

The  program  manager  in  charge 
of  pools,  Kay  Dawkins,  said  that  the 
leak  may  be  in  "some  of  the  pipes, 
but  we  haven't  yet  determined 
where.  We  know  very  roughly 
where."  Pool  facility  manager  Cathy 
Hughes,  who  is  coordinating  the 
investigation,  said  that  advanced 
detection  techniques  revealed  that 
a  crack  in  one  of  the  pool  jet  inlets, 
which  runs  through  a  sleeve  under 
the  concrete  floor  of  the  pool  area, 
may  be  the  source  of  one  of  the 
leaks. 

The  water  itself  was  leaking  into 
one  of  the  water  filtration  rooms 
under  the  Athletics  Centre,  which 
contained  some  high  voltage 
equipment.  Upon  this  discovery, 


the  pool  was  closed  for  safety 
reasons.  The  water  from  the  leak 
from  the  larger  pool  is  believed  to 
be  dispersing  into  the  groundwater, 
and  so  will  remain  open.  "We  think 
the  cause  may  be  tremor  related," 
said  Hughes.  "This  may  be  a  build- 
ing buckle  point.  No  one  wants  to 
admit  that  these  buildings  may  be 
affected  by  earthquakes." 

Hughes  also  said  that  the  teach 
pool  will  remain  closed  until  the 
source  of  the  other  leaks  can  be 
found,  but  said  that  no  repairs 
will  be  made  until  the  larger  pool 
can  be  closed  as  well,  during  the 
summer.  She  reasons  that  it  will  be 
easier  to  repair  both  pools  at  the 
same  time. 

A  number  of  external  companies 
have  been  consulted  regarding 
repair  methods.  While  the  known 
leaks  are  very  inaccessible,  buried 
as  they  are  under  tons  of  concrete, 
all  of  the  companies  contacted  have 
assured  Hughes  that  the  repairs, 
once  complete,  will  strengthen  the 
affected  areas,  making  them  more 
resistant  to  quakes. 

However,  the  repairs  are  a  con- 
siderable unforeseen  expense.  The 
Athletics  Centre  has  a  maintenance 
fund  upon  which  it  can  draw,  and 
the  university  keeps  a  pot  of  funds 
available  for  general  repairs,  but 
according  to  Hughes  the  huge  cost 
of  repairs  will  "empty  the  pots." 
However  large  the  cost,  Hughes  is 
confident  that  the  financial  burden 
will  fall  on  the  university,  not  the 
students. 


Continued  from  previous  page 

lems  plaguing  Sydney,  Australia  in 
the  wake  of  the  2000  Olympics,  be- 
lieves that  the  vulnerable  members 
of  society  suffer  in  a  post-games 
setting.  Lenskyj  says  it  was  no 
coincidence  that  the  British  Colum- 
bia provincial  government  cut  $609 
million  from  social  assistance  at 
the  same  time  that  $1.2  billion  was 
injected  into  the  Vancouver  bid. 

Lenskyj  also  challenged  Brenner 
and  Lee's  comments  by  saying 
that  a  country's  reputation  is  not 
based  on  how  many  gold  medals  it 
wins,  or  if  it  has  an  Olympic  Oval 
in  which  to  practice  year-round. 
Rather,  Lenskyj  asserts,  it  should 
be  how  we  accommodate  those 
most  in  need. 

The  floor  was  then  opened  to  an 


enthusiastic  audience.  Questions 
and  comments  reflected  a  pro- 
Vancouver  side,  but  what  everyone 
could  agree  on  is  that  the  IOC  (In- 
ternational Olympic  Committee), 
the  media,  and  the  Canadian  gov- 
ernment are  all  responsible  for  the 
exploitation  of  the  elite  athlete. 

It  was  also  clear  that  Professor 
Lenskyj  is  not  alone  in  her  criti- 
cism. From  now  until  the  opening 
ceremonies  kick  off  in  2010,  Van- 
couver will  face  opposition  from 
special  interest  groups  fighting  for 
affordable  housing,  environmental 
concerns,  and  aboriginal  land 
rights,  to  name  only  a  few. 

After  digesting  all  the  informa- 
tion from  the  panelists,  Kidd 
summed  it  up  best  by  saying  that 
the  Olympics  are  a  complex  proj- 
ect, and  we'll  just  leave  it  at  that. 


Steve  Martin's 


Picasso  at  the 
Lapin  Agile 


8pm  March  4-6 
Student  $8/adult  $10 

To  Reserve  Tickets  Email:  PicassoTickets@hotmail.com 

t^bel  Bader  Theatre 

93  Charles  St.  W.,  Toronto,  On 


il^^  3  Visit  Dai's  web  site  now  to 

learn  about  hundreds  of 
f^f)  d  {0^«  courses.  You  can  register 

as  early  as  March  ist. 
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piF/  University 


SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED 

Looking  for  men  between  the  ages  of 
18-38  to  participate  in  a  sperm  donor 
program  that  pays  up  to  $190  weekly. 
Call  XYTEX  at  416-924-3021. 

CAMP  COUNSELORS  WANTED 

For  private  Michigan  boys/gilrs  camps. 
Teach!  Swimming,  canoeing,  skiing,  sail- 
ing, sports,  computers,  tennis,  archery, 
riding,  crafts,  climbing,  golf,  guitar  & 
more!  Office  maintenance  jobs  too. 
Salary  $1750  on  up  plus  room/bd.  Apply 
online  www.greenwoodscamp.com,  or 
call  888-459-2492. 

HELP  WANTED 

Tutoring,  dance  instructors,  bar  staff, 
waiter/waitress,  ESL  teachers  needed. 
Contact:  416-993-2771. 

GENERAL  HELP  WANTED  IN  A 
MEDICAL  CLINIC 

Part-time,  pays  $8  per  hour  Call  416- 
533-3636. 

FREELANCE  TRANSLATORS/ 
INTERPRETERS  WANTED 

Fax  resume  to  416-751-0041  or  mail 
to  1095  O'Connor  Dr  PC  Box  99607 
Toronto,  Ontario  IV14B  3IVI9. 

RECEPTIONIST/CLERK 

Full-time/Contractual,  interested  in  har- 
monious work  environment?  Nalanda 
College  of  Buddhist  Studies  is  looking  for 
you.  Please  apply  with  a  CV  and  salary 
expectations.  Work  week:  Tuesday  to 
Saturday.  Respond  to  Nalanda  College, 
47  Queens  Park  Crescent  E.,  Toronto, 
ON,  IVI5S  2C3  by  IVlarch  15. 


LARGE  BEACH  DUPLEX  ON  AN 
AMAZING  STREET 

Stunning  2  storey,  2  bedrooms,  2  modern 
baths,  fireplace,  skylights,  &  free  top 
deck.  $1,800  plus  utilities.  Available  mid 
April.  Call  416-690-5100  Dianne  Chaput. 

HUGE  2BR  ON  COLLEGETO  SHARE 

Near  U  of  T.  Entire  floor  Hardwood 
floors.  Big  windows.  $600  inclusive, 
available  IVlarch  1. 416-968-9852. 


Classifieds 


SINGLE  ROOM  ACCOMMODATIONS 
AVAILABLE 

Close  to  corner  of  University  and  Elm. 
Tours  are  available.  Floors  are  accompa- 
nied by  laundry  facilities,  kitchenettes, 
and  full  bathrooms.  Please  call  Martin 
at  416-595-9810. 

SHORT  TERM  SUBLET 

Bachelor  apartment  -i-  parking  April/May 
-  $750  a  month.  Spadina  and  Harbord, 
good  building:  bright,  clean,  unfur- 
nished. Close  to  libraries,  AC,  TTC  and 
Bloor  St.  Possibility  of  negotiating  new 
lease  at  the  end  of  May  Call  416-928- 
6669. 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce.  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies,  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessay@bellnet.ca 

ROGERS  TV  CABLE  PROMOTION  BY 
AGENT 

Free  installation,  all  offers.  -Basic  cable 
2  mo  half  price.  -High  speed  internet 
(7  email  address)  Free  delivery.  I  mo 
free,  4  mo/half  price  (Full  pr  $44.95). 
-Lite  speed,  4  mo  $19.95,  after  full  pr 
$29.95/mo.  -Free  cell  phone  with  1-2  yr 
contract.  $40/350  min  in  business  hrs  +. 
Leave  name,  address,  telephone.  I  call 
you  back:  416-760-4971  (message). 


BILL  GATES  NEVER  GRADUATED 
FROM  COLLEGE 

Seize  the  opportunity  while  you're 
young!  We'll  help  you  get  started  with 
an  internet  business  for  only  $99,  please 
visit:  www.volcanica.com  and  click  on 
BUSINESS  CONSULTING,  contact  us  at: 
startyourinternetbusiness@yahoo.com 

ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

PUBLIC  SPEAKING 

Increase  confidence,  credibility, 
charisma.  Practice  skills:  best  body 
language,  dynamic  voice,  professional . 
language  and  more.  Complimentary 
book.  Patricia,  motivational  speaker 
416-763-2540. 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Explore  avenues  of  greater  self-aware- 
ness, personal  well-being  and  enhanced 
productivity.  Flexible  fee  scale.  Toronto 
trained.  Dana  Carciumaru.  M.A., 
O.A.C.C.P.PTel:  416-457-1878. 


COMPUTER  SCIENCE  TUTOR 

Java,  C,  C-I-I-,  VB  and  Data  Structures. 
Tutoring,  Exam  Review,  Programming 
Lessons.  Ed  416-785-5115  students 
@cstutoring.com 

TOO  MANY  ESSAYS 
TOO  LITTLE  TIME? 

Essay  Experts  Can  Help!  We  provide 
essay  writing/editing/research  ser- 
vices. Professional  writers.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed!  No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 
1-877-974-TEXT  Essayexperts.ca 

HELP  WITH  FRENCH 

Teacher  from  France,  translator  for 
15  years,  tutor  for  8  years,  worked  for 
U  of  T  &  Glendon  College  Professors. 
Conversations,  proofreading,  writing, 
essays,  research,  exam  preparation. 
416-429-8918. 


THOROUGH,  FAST  EDITING 

Of  theses,  term  papers,  applications. 
Expertise  in  human  rights,  world  business, 
English  literature.  Resume  available  upon 
request.  Call  V.  Smith,  (416)  690-2576, 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue -Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 
issue -Monday  noon.  Enquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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The  Varsity 


Attention: 

Future  Law  Students 

Get  the  inside  scoop  on 
getting  in  to  law  schooi 
from  U  of  T  and  Osgoode  students 

Saturday,  March  f 3^  12-2 
Kaplan  Toronto 
180  Bloor  Street  West 
Upper  Concourse 

For  more  info  or  to  register: 


1  -  800  -  KAP-TEST 
kaptest.com/law 


Test  Prep  and  Admissions 
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*LSAT  IS  a  registered  trademark  of  the  Law  School  Admission  Council 


CATCH  UP  OR 
GiT  AHEAD 

With  Your  Courses! 

Enrol  in  Distance 
Education  This  Summer 


The  University  of  Guelph  is 
offering  over  90  degree 
credit  courses,  so  you  can 
CATCH  UP  or  GET  AHEAD! 


REGISTRATION  IS  EASY... 

1 .  Identify  the  Course(s)  you 
wish  to  take. 

2.  Obtain  a  Letter  of  Permission 
from  your  University. 

3.  Send  us  your  registration  as 
soon  as  possible  to  avoid 
disappointment. 

Registration  Deadline: 
April  23,  2004 

Courses  begin  the  week  of 
Moy  3,  2004 

For  further  information,  contact 
Mickey  Smart  at: 
Tel:  (519)  824-4120  Ext.  56050 
Email:  msmart@open.uoguelph.ca 

Of  visit  us  at: 
vynvw.open.uoguelph.co 


Open  Learning 


Vguelph 


The  World's  your  playground 

...explore  for  less  with  great  deals  from  Travel  CUTS 


Return  from  Toronto 


Halifax      London  Frankfurt 

$118      $419  $509 


(Heathrow) 


Vancouver  Amsterdam 

$249  $499 


Paris 

$519 


Athens 

$849 

San  Jose 
$627 


(Costa  Rica) 


Sydney  Johannesburg 

$1079  $1239 

Auckland  Round  the  World 

$1299  $2299 


(Free  Stop  in  Sydney) 


Subject  to  availability.  Taxes/surcharges  are  additional. 


Landing  in  Sydney?    ^jj^  Landing  in  New  Yorl<? 


3  nights  multi-bedded  accommodation, 
breal<fast.  cit^'  tour  and  i  dinner! 


I  2  nights  twin  accominoristion,  brealifast,  .admission  to 
!  the  Empire  State  Building  &.  Museum  of  Natural  History, 


from  $145' 


from  $165^ 


Top  Decl<  Europe  Tours 

visit  Europe's  hot  spots  &  Save  up  to  S400 

when  you  book  by  March  ^is",  2004.  j 


Don*t  forget  protection 

Bon  Voyage.'"  Travel  insurance 
the  way  you  want  it... 


from  $719 


from  just  $l/day 


(Up  to  8  Stops) 


*P.'icG  is  appfoximalo,  a^iJ  depundant  on  rale  of  exchange.  TravL*!  CUTS  is  owned    t>pcralt;d  by  the  Canadian  rjidoralion  of  Sludciils. 


187  College  St.  416.979.2506  II1RAVEL  Gins 

Tico.  .3=„,8  See  the  world  your  way 


Martian 

theVAKSYTY 
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The  "most  dangerous  building"  on  campus 

Inside  sources  reveal  major  flaws  in 
removal  of  dangerous  asbestos  at  Med 
Sci  building 


by  IAN  HA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Students,  faculty  and  staff  may  have 
been  unnecessarily  exposed  to  as- 
bestos in  the  Medical  Science  Build- 
ing (MSB)  after  the  removal  site 
on  the  first  floor  was  shut  down  in 
December  over  concerns  about  the 
quality  of  work  being  done  there. 

The  site,  which  is  located  outside 
the  Dean's  Office  and  a  high  traffic 
elevator  corridor,  began  removing 
asbestos  as  early  as  October.  But 
the  work  was  halted  mid-December 
after  asbestos  dust  was  found  inside 
the  containment  area  and  poor  con- 
struction work  resulting  in  broken 
water  pipes  signalled  a  poor  job,  say 
sources  close  to  the  project. 

Asbestos,  a  mineral  typically 
used  as  pipe  insulator,  is  a  known 
carcinogen. 

Another  source  with  firsthand 
knowledge  says  the  site  was  abound 
with  evidence  of  untrained  practice 
in  asbestos  removal  by  on-site  work- 
ers. These  include  having  lunch  and 
cigarettes  in  the  containment  area, 
removing  masks  while  inside,  and 
not  showering  upon  exiting.  The 
containment  area  is  a  Type  3  enclo- 
sure, the  highest  level  of  caution, 
and  requires  stringent  adherence  to 
abatement  procedures. 

"They  definitely  used  inexpe- 
rienced employees  that  are  un- 
trained," he  said. 

The  source,  close  to  senior  level 
managers  on  site,  says  he  was  on 


hand  when  air  quality  measure- 
ments were  done  in  the  outside 
corridor,  and  says  the  tests  failed 
multiple  times. 

Another  source  familiar  with  the 
air  measurements  says  tests  were 
suspect  in  their  implementation  but 
results  were  below  accepted  levels. 
He  described  the  work  done  there 
as  "horrid"  and  MSB  as  "the  most 
dangerous  building  I've  ever  been 
in."  Both  sources  agree  that  workers 
were  untrained. 

MSB  Project  Manager  Ron  Pansino 
insists  no  students,  staff  or  faculty 
were  exposed.  "There  is  no  way  as- 
bestos could  have  leaked  out.  There 
are  three  large  negative  contain- 
ment units,"  he  said.  "[Students  and 
staff]  were  never  exposed,  and  the 
air  testing  can  prove  all  of  that. 

"Whether  we  exposed  people, 
whether  the  university  had  done 
anything  wrong,  in  terms  of  expos- 
ing people  we  have  not." 

Those  close  to  the  project  also  say 
mismanagement  by  the  in-house 
consultant  hired  to  oversee  the 
project,  was  another  reason  for  the 
project's  troubles.  The  consultant 
was  fired  in  January  before  the  proj- 
ect's resumption  under  Tom  Harris 
Consultants. 

The  shutdown  raises  ongoing 
questions  over  the  quality  of  as- 
bestos work  on  campus  and  comes 
several  months  after  Local  503 
union  held  on-campus  demonstra- 
tors in  October  charging  that  Impact 
Services,  the  sub-contractor  hired 


MIKEFAUBERT 

UC  Drama  held  a  special  Women's  Cabaret  last  Sunday  featuring  the  talents  of  (L  to  R):  Krista 
Sutton,  Carmen  Maja  Antoni,  Judy  Marshak,  Sharon  Forrester,  and  Lillian  Allen.  See  page  9. 


to  remove  asbestos  at  MSB,  was  il- 
legally using  untrained  workers. 

Pansino  says  the  quality  of  Impact 
workers  was  ensured  beforehand. 
"We  verified  all  the  paperwork  com- 
ing in.  We  made  phone  calls  on  every 
person  who  came  on  site,"  he  said. 

Despite  the  allegations  against 
Impact,  which  university  adminis- 
trators were  aware  of.  Impact  was 
re-hired  for  $25,000  to  finish  the 
remaining  work  in  January  due  to 
contractual  obligations  with  the 
university. 


An  inside  source  said  "only  a  fool 
wouldn't  know"  that  Impact  was 
unqualified  to  remove  asbestos  on 
campus  when  the  university  re- 
hired them  in  January. 

"If  we  have  a  contract,  and  the 
contract  states  who  the  general 
contractor  is,  and  who  the  sub-con- 
tractors are  because  they're  on  the 
list  and  we  accepted  them  as  sub- 
contractors, [then]  that  extends  to 
that  list  of  sub-contractors,"  said 
Pansino.  "There  are  contractual 
agreements." 


But  Pansino  also  implied  that  Im- 
pact will  no  longer  be  invited  back 
on  campus.  "As  of  right  now,  they  do 
not  qualify  for  our  asbestos  removal 
list,"  he  said. 

Asbestos  does  not  induce  acute  re- 
actions but  is  known  to  cause  cancer 
under  long-term  exposure.  Although 
short-term  exposure  to  asbestos 
is  generally  harmless,  studies  have 
shown  that  even  brief  exposures 
may  result  in  asbestos-related  ill- 
nesses. It  may  take  several  years 
before  symptoms  become  apparent. 


Brick  in  the  wall:  protest  at  UTSC  seeks  to 
tear  down  Israeli  security  barrier 


by  SARAH  BARMAK 

VARSITY  STAFF 


SARAH BARMAK 

A  student  poses  in  front  of  a  section  of  the  makeshift  wall  built  in 
protest  of  the  Israeli  Barrier. 


Students  curiously  inspected  a 
giant  indoor  wall  and  heard  argu- 
ments for  the  Palestinian  side  of 
the  Middle  East  conflict  at  a  two- 
day  long  demonstration  against 
the  so-called  Israeli  Barrier.  The 
UTSC  branch  of  the  students' 
organization  Solidarity  for  Pal- 
estinian Human  Rights  (SPHR) 
held  the  demonstration  at  U  of 
T's  Scarborough  campus,  amid 
growing  fear  and  anger  in  the  Arab 
community  at  what  they  see  as  a 
further  curtailment  of  Palestinian 
human  rights. 

The  demonstration  filled  UTSC's 
Meeting  Place  and  consisted  of 
information  displays,  traditional 


Palestinian  dancing,  and  the  wall 
that  symbolized  the  Israeli  Barrier, 
the  750  km  wall  that  is  being  com- 
pleted in  Israel  to  separate  the  Is- 
raeli and  Arab  populations.  Israel 
has  described  the  wall's  construc- 
tion as  a  security  measure,  but  it 
is  seen  by  Palestinians  as  being  a 
21st  century  Berlin  Wall,  except  far 
larger,  antl  far  worse. 

The  SPHR  constructed  the  ap- 
proximately seven-foot  high  grey 
wall  to  encircle  the  centre  of  the 
Meeting  Place,  decorating  the 
outside  with  dramatic  photos  of 
Palestinians  underneath  orange 
fencing.  Students  entered  the 
walled  area  through  parted  coils 
of  fencing  in  order  to  peruse  docu- 
mentary videos  as  well  as  informa- 
tion and  maps  detailing  the  history 


of  the  Palestinian  uprising. 

Israel  recently  came  under  mas- 
sive fire  regarding  the  barrier  at 
the  international  court  at  The 
Hague,  and  the  criticism  levelled 
by  Monday's  demonstrators  was 
similarly  concerned  with  viola- 
tions of  international  law.  Protest- 
ers are  concerned  that  the  barrier 
violates  human  rights  by  depriving 
them  of  access  to  school,  electric- 
ity, and  health  care,  essentially 
creating  a  desperate  living  envi- 
ronment. 

"We  can't  believe  that  we  have 
this  wall  in  this  modern  day.  It's  an 
open-air  prison,"  said  SPHR  UTSC's 
president,  Yasmin  Suleiman.  "I  feel 
it  is  my  duty  as  someone  who  pos- 

See  II  \LL  on  page 4 
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Preparation  Seminars 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


■*  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

■  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

>  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

■  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

■  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

■  Free  Repeat  Policy 

■  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

■  Ttiousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240 
1-800-269-6719 


ESL  Teacher  Training  Courses 

■  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

■  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

■  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

■  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

■  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

■  Job  Guarantee  Included 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240/  1-800-269-6719 


www.oxfordseniinars.eom  i  www.oxfordseminars.com 


"Because  Practice  Without  Approach  is  Hazardous." 

For  a  legal  problem  you  want  a  lawyer. 
For  an  LSAT  book  you  want  the  finest  author. 
For  an  LSAT  PREP  Course  you  want  the  finest  teacher. 
Only  prep.com  offers  all  three! 

This  spring  and  summer  John  Richardson,  BA.,  LLB,  J.D.  author  of 
Mastering  the  LSAT  and  Law  School  Bound  will  for  the 
consecutive  year  PERSONALLY  teach  his  LIVE  program  on  the  U  of  T 
campus.  The  Mastering  The  LSAT  program  begins  May  8  and  May  15. 
Weekend  Prep  starts  May  8,  May  15,  May  29  &  June  4. 


To  suscribe  to  the  Law  School  Bound 
email  newsletter,  email:  lawnews@prep.com 
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Build  swiftly  and  carry 
a  big  debt 

U  of  T  hits  financial  capacity,  but  just  can't  say  no  to  new 
construction  projects 


byFEONCHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


For  Professor  Ronald  Venter,  U  of  T 
is  a  unique  place  given  the  size  of 
its  campuses. .  "You  could  be  here 
for  five  years  and  you  still  wouldn't 
have  seen  this  whole  campus.  There 
is  always  something  new  around  this 
place  that  you  ain't  touched  yet. 

Venter  paints  a  rosy  picture  with 
brand  new  buildings  popping  up  like 
daisies.  But  it's  not  that  simple. 

In  a  Planning  and  Budget  Commit- 
tee meeting  that  took  place  on  Feb. 
3,  Professor  Vivek  Goel,  recently 
appointed  as  interim  provost,  re- 
ported that  "On  the  capital  front,  the 
University  had  reached  its  defined 
borrowing  capacity  and  would  need 
to  think  carefully  about  the  implica- 
tions of  each  new  project  that  came 
forward." 

The  new  projects  that  Goel  referred 
to  include  buildings  that  have  been 
or  will  soon  be  built  across  all  three 
university  campuses  such  as  the 
Bahen  Centre,  the  new  construction 
at  Sidney  Smith,  and  Woodsworth 
residence. 

Professor  Venter  is  the  Vice  Pro- 
vost of  Space  and  Facilities  Planning, 
which  means  he's  the  person  who 
oversees  all  of  the  building  and  space 
constructions  at  the  university.  The. 


Planning  and  Budget  Committee, 
one  of  the  many  committees  of  the 
Governing  Council,  is  part  of  the 
Academic  Board,  which  is  respon- 
sible for  admissions,  curriculum,  and 
budget  plans,  to  name  a  few.  Among 
these  responsibilities  of  the  Aca- 
demic Board,  capital  plans  are  what 
concerns  Venter. 

Currently,  there  are  38  capital 
projects  that  have  been  completed 
or  are  starting  construction.  These 
fall  within  the  time  frame  of  1998 
to  2006  for  an  average  of  five  con- 
structions per  year.  Venter  explains 
there  are  several  reasons  why  U 
of  T  has  undertaken  such  an  ambi- 
tious agenda.  "We've  gone  through 
a  double  cohort  and  the  Mississauga 
and  Scarborough  campuses  will 
grow  to  about  10,000  students  each. 
That's  about  40  per  cent  increase  for 
each  campus  and  about  20  per  cent 
increase  at  St.  George." 

The  second  reason  is  that  the  On- 
tario Council  of  University  (COU), 
sets  out  guidelines  of  how  much 
space  a  university  should  have.  "The 
COU  sets  out  definitions  of  how  big 
a  professor's  office  should  be,  and 
13  square  meters  is  a  typical  office 
size;  graduate  students  need  space, 
and  if  you  have  undergraduates,  you 
need  labs  and  classrooms.  Think 
of  the  COU  as  the  guideline  and  we 


ask  how  do  we  meet  that  guideline 
at  St.  George,  Mississauga  and 
Scarborough." 

While  there  looks  to  be  a  lot  of 
land — especially  at  Mississauga  and 
Scarborough,  Venter  says  much  of  it 
can't  be  used.  "There  are  green  belts 
you  can't  build  on.  Scarborough's 
got  ravines,  and  you  can't  build  near 
them  by  law.  So  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion 'do  we  need  space?'  Yes. " 

Of  course,  new  buildings  come 
with  price  tags.  The  Woodsworth 
residence  costs  $32  million  and  the 
Bahen  Centre  costs  $110  million.  U  of 
T  gets  funding  to  initiate  these  proj- 
ects from  donations,  government  aid 
programs  such  as  Superbuild  and  the 
Canadian  Foundation  of  Innovation 
(CFI)  and  last  but  not  least,  mort- 
gages. "Think  of  the  Woodsworth 
residence,  all  the  revenues  from  the 
380  student's  residence  fees  will  go  to 
pay  down  the  mortgage  and  help  to 
carry  the  building's  cost.  But  to  start 
off,  we've  got  to  go  out,  borrow  the 
money  and  set  up  a  mortgage  fund," 
notes  Venter.  "Take  the  Earth  Sci- 
ences building,  built  in  the  late  1980s, 
costs  about  $44  million  and  we  had  a 
mortgage.  We  are  still  paying  off  that 
mortgage  because  it  a  20  year  mort- 
gage," he  adds. 

See  DEBT  on  page  4 


2004  Lecturer 

Australian  Author 
David  Maiouf 


Symposium  Founder  &  Host 
His  Excellency 
*      John  Ralston  Saul 


Two  days  of  discussion  on  the  future  of  our  democracy. 
Panellists:  Alain  Dubuc,  Irshad  Manji,  John  Ralston  Saul,  Paul  Wells 


The  5th  Annual  LaFontaine-Baldwin  Lecture 
7:00  PM,  Friday,  March  12,  2004 

UofT  Convocation  Hall,  31  King's  College  Circle 

$10.00  for  General  Public.  $5.00  for  Students  (with  I.D.). 
Call  Ticketmaster,  416-870-8000,  or  visit  www.ticketmaster.ca 


Town  Hall  Discussion 

10:00  AM,  Saturday,  March  13,  2004 
Canada  Court,  Royal  Ontario  Museum,  Bloor  St.  &  Avenue  Rd. 
Free  admission.  Open  to  the  public.  RSVP  to  staff@dominion.ca 


Visit  www.lafontaine-baldwin.com  for  more  information 
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GALLERY 

UNIVERSITY    OF   TORONTO    AT  SCARBOROUGH 


Inawgiinl  i.\liibirion,  hoiH)uring  one  of  Canada's 
most  celebrated  landscape  artists: 

Everything  Which  Is  Yes 

Works  by  Doris  McCarthy 

March  11  -  April  25,  2004 

Official  Opening:  Thursday,  March  11,  2004  from  6-9  pm 

The  only  public  gallery  space  of  its  kind  in  the  Easta-n  GTA,  the  Doris  McCarthy 
Gallery  will  feature  exhibitions  of  outstanding  contemporary  art. 

 Hours  of  Operation:  Tuesday  to  Friday,  1 0  am  -  4  pm;  Sunday,  12  noon  -  5  pm  

Location:  The  University  of  Toronto  at  Scarborough,  1265  Militar)' Trail,  Toronto 
(at  the  corner  ot  Military  Trail  and  EUesmere  Avenue),  exit  Highway  401  south  at  Morningside 

Admission  is  free.  For  more  information  call  416-287-7007  or  visit  www.utsc.utoronto.ca 
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CanadaCouncil    Conseil  des  Arts         torontdartsbounci  I 
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Prof  battles  anorexia  at  UTSC 


by  SIOBHAN  DIXON 


Making  his  way  up  to  his  laboratory, 
Ian  Boulton  stopped  for  a  brief  rest 
on  the  stairs.  The  top  of  the  stair- 
case stood  just  a  few  feet  away,  but 
Boulton  couldn't  seem  to  muster 
the  physical  and  mental  strength  to 
continue.  Gathering  his  willpower,  he 
climbed  the  last  few  stairs  towards 
his  lab.  Then,  bracing  himself  with 
his  other  hand,  he  pulled  on  the 
wooden  door. 

What  happened  afterwards  re- 
mains a  blur  in  his  mind.  Boulton 
never  made  it  to  his  lab  that  day. 
He  was  found  outside  the  door, 
sprawled  unconscious  on  the  floor. 
With  barely  100  pounds  to  his 
six-foot-one  frame,  Boulton  had 
refused  to  accept  that  he  suffered 
from  an  eating  disorder.  After  this, 
he  finally  started  to  realize  that  he 
had  an  illness.  On  that  day,  Boulton 
decided  to  get  help  for  anorexia. 

"I'm  very  grateful  that  those  things 
happened  because  that's  the  point 
where  people  either  ...  get  busy 
living  or  get  busy  dying,"  Boulton 
said,  quoting  a  line  from  the  movie 
The      Shawshank  Redemption. 

Boulton  developed  anorexia  during 
his  early  20s  while  studying  bio- 
chemistry at  the  graduate  level  in 
London,  England.  Born  and  raised 
in  Scotland,  Boulton's  accent  im- 
mediately distinguished  him  as  a 
foreigner  in  England.  Consequently, 
he  was  subject  to  prejudice.  Facing 
discrimination,  clinical  depression 
and  estrangement  from  his  family  all 
contributed  to  Boulton  developing 
anorexia. 

Boulton's  initial  motivations  for 
increasing  his  exercise  regimen  and 
decreasing  his  food  intake  seemed 
completely  rational.  He  explains  that 
his  anorexia  was  never  connected 
to  losing  weight  but  driven  by  a  de- 
sire to  improve  his  physical  fitness, 
functional  level,  and  athleticism. 
Images  and  messages  conveyed  on 
television,  in  magazines  and  from 
people  around  him  emphasized  the 


importance  of  a  healthy  diet  and  ex- 
ercise for  males.  Therefore,  Boulton, 
a  lean  man  at  the  time,  believed  that 
building  on  these  principles  would 
simply  result  in  a  healthier  physical 
state  and  frame  of  mind. 

For  almost  a  year,  Boulton  contin- 
ued to  starve  himself  and  followed  a 
rigorous  exercise  routine.  During  this 
time  he  recalls  feeling  better  than  he 
had  ever  felt  before.  He  quickly  made 
a  connection  between  starvation 
and  experiencing  a  feeling  similar 
to  intoxication  or  feeling  "high." 
This  sensation  is  called  a  "foraging 
response."  It  is  the  body's  instinc- 
tive reaction  to  continuous  hunger. 
"There  is  a  particular  physical  sen- 
sation that  comes  with  starvation 
and  ...  some  people  dig  it,"  Boulton 
said.  "We're  not  talking  about  the 
same  kind  of  intensity  as  crack  or 
heroin  but  there  is  an  attraction  to  it." 
The  buzz  from  starvation  slowly  be- 
gan to  fade,  as  did  Boulton's  weight. 
He  dwindled  to  98  pounds,  finding 
himself  in  a  place  that  petrified  him 
but  from  which  he  could  not  escape. 

Recalling  some  of  the  psycho- 
logical affects  of  the  illness,  he 
said  anorexia  alters  a  person's 
thoughts  and  mental  capacity.  "Ef- 
fectively you're  in  a  fairly  paranoid 
state,  much  of  which  is  based  in 
irrational  beliefs,"  Boulton  said. 
Dismantling  that  irrational  belief 
system  is  one  of  the  first  obstacles 
in  the  recovery  process.  However, 
in  his  search  for  treatment,  Boulton 
quickly  learned  some  family  physi- 
cians hold  irrational  beliefs  about 
men  and  anorexia. 

While  the  first  two  physicians  he 
visited  failed  to  recognize  his  illness, 
he  continued  to  seek  help.  He  real- 
ized he  was  looking  for  help  in  the 
wrong  places. 

"What  1  was  dealing  with  was 
a  complicated  and  deep-seated, 
psychological,  physical,  emo- 
tional condition  that  realisti- 
cally required  special  assistance." 
Finally,  Boulton  received  the  appro- 
priate treatment  for  anorexia  from  a 


psychotherapist.  He  says  overcom- 
ing anorexia  was  the  most  difficult 
task  of  his  life.  Nevertheless,  during 
his  recovery  he  completed  his  PhD 
and  began  in-depth  research  on  an- 
orexia in  males. 

Boulton  now  speaks  openly  about 
his  experience  and  continues  to 
research  eating  disorders,  body- 
image  mythology  and  other  body- 
morphing  illnesses.  He  has  also 
published  several  papers  on  those 
subjects.  In  addition,  he  works  with 
youth  suffering  from  eating  disorders 
and  other  body-image  illnesses. 
For  his  ability  to  fight  anorexia  and 
his  commitment  to  raising  aware- 
ness of  eating  disorders  and  other 
mental  illnesses,  Boulton  received  an 
award  at  the  2002  Courage  to  Come 
Back  Awards.  Hosted  by  the  Centre 
for  Addiction  and  Mental  Health 
(CAMH),  the  annual  event  honours 
individuals  from  across  Ontario  who 
have  displayed  determination  and 
courage  in  the  face  of  mental  illness 
and  addiction. 

Paul  Kwasi  Kafele,  director  for 
corporate  diversity  at  CAMH,  says 
speaking  openly  about  one's  experi- 
ence is  not  an  integral  part  of  the  re- 
covery process.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Courage  to  Come  Back  Awards 
dinner  is  an  opportunity  for  some 
people  to  share  their  experiences 
with  others  in  hopes  of  prevention 
and  inspiration.  "The  benefit  of  the 
event  is  that  it  shows  the  triumph  of 
the  human  spirit  and  it  can  inspire 
others,"  Kafele  said. 

Boulton  admits  he  enjoys  speaking 
publicly  about  his  experiences  with 
anorexia.  Still,  he  feels  humbled  by 
awards.  "All  1  did  was  survive,"  Boul- 
ton said.  "1  don't  do  the  work  that  I  do 
to  win  awards.  I  do  it  because  it  feels 
like  the  right  thing  to  do." 

Boulton  now  works  at  U  of  T  as 
director  and  assistant  professor  in 
the  Faculty  of  Medicine.  He  will  be 
attending  the  2004  Courage  to  Come 
Back  Awards  on  May  20.  Proceeds 
from  the  event  will  go  to  the  Centre 
for  Addiction  and  Mental  Health. 


LASER  VISION  CORRECTION 
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Across  Canada,  LASIK  MD 
doctors  have  performed  over 
100,000  laser  vision  correction 
procedures,  more  than  any 
other  group. 

Technology 

We  offer  patients  state-of-the-art 
technology  and  eye  evaluation 
equipment,  including  the 
Bausch  &  Lomb  Zyoptlx  laser. 

Results 
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patients  achieve  20/20  vision. 
Those  are  results  you  can  see. 


Our  fee  covers:  pre-procedure  examinations,  laser 
treatment  and  follow-up. 

•  Valid  until  March  31 ,  2004. 
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sesses  freedom  of  speech  to  speak 
out  against  these  illegal  actions. 

"If  this  wall  is  a  security  mea- 
sure, then  it  must  provide  for  an 
understanding  between  the  two 
sides.  You  can't  oppress  one  side 
and  expect  security.  This  is  a  fal- 
lacy. How  can  the  barrier  exist  to 
provide  safety,  when  barbed  wire 
and  snipers  can't  differentiate 
between  armed  individuals  and 
civilians?" 

Large  displays  showed  the  dis- 
crepancy between  the  path  of  the 
750  km  wall  and  that  of  the  1948 
Green  Line,  which  is  250  km.  The 
latter  separates  the  West  Bank, 
the  Gaza  strip,  and  East  Jerusalem 
from  Israel,  but  the  new  barrier 
extends  much  further  into  these 
Palestinian  territories  to  annex  a 
reported  50  per  cent  of  the  West 
Bank,  according  to  information 
from  Palestinian  NGOs.  To  the  Pal- 
estinian population,  this  is  simple 


land  theft. 

In  addition  to  the  information 
available,  Tuesday's  demonstra- 
tion included  a  performance  of 
traditional  dance  by  the  Raje'am 
group  of  performers,  who  were 
clothed  in  black  except  for  their 
black  and  white  Palestinian  ha- 
tas,  or  headscarves.  Hailing  from 
Pearson  College  in  Victoria,  B.C., 
the  group  is  currently  completing 
a  cross-Canada  tour,  and  were 
contacted  by  SPHR  to  perform  at 
the  protest. 

Students  also  had  the  chance  to 
buy  Palestinian  crafts,  including 
the  traditional  hatas.  Suleiman 
was  dressed  in  a  traditional  Pal- 
estinian peasant  dress  originally 
designed  for  farm  work. 

A  second-year  Political  Science 
and  International  Studies  student, 
Suleiman  said  she  got  frustrated 
with  the  lack  of  representa- 
tion for  the  Arab  community  at 
Scarborough  and  decided  to  form 
UTSC's  branch  of  the  SPHR  last 


semester.  This  is  their  first  public 
event.  "A  lot  of  the  general  student 
population  don't  even  know  that 
Palestian  people  exist,"  she  com- 
plained. "Because  the  oppression 
has  escalated  more  and  more,  it's 
led  to  a  greater  awareness  of  the 
problem." 

Arab  groups  have  recently  ex- 
perienced problems  organizing 
events  because  of  actions  from 
pro-Israel  groups.  But  Suleiman 
refuses  to  see  this  as  an  obstacle, 
or  put  the  conflict  in  Jew-versus- 
Arab  terms.  She  distinguishes 
between  Jews  and  Zionists,  shying 
away  from  the  issue  of  racial  dis- 
crimination (whether  it  be  towards 
Arabs  or  anti-Semitism).  "Jews 
and  Palestinians  are  brothers  and 
sisters.  We  all  lived  together  be- 
fore this  conflict,"  she  said,  adding 
"Is  the  barrier  going  to  cause  Pal- 
estinians to  become  more  desper- 
ate? No.  The  level  of  desperation 
in  for  the  Palestinians  is  already  as 
high  as  it  can  go." 


Z>ii'57>>  Continued  from  page  2 

Mortgages  for  buildings  that  were 
built  from  years  before  are  what 
Venter  calls  "old  debt"  and  total 
about  $150  million.  With  the  current 
capital  plan,  the  approximate  cost  is 
around  $810  million.  "If  you  add  the 
two  together,  it  comes  to  about  $960 
million.  Now  is  this  all  debt?  No,  it's 
not  all  debt  because  we've  managed 
to  get  a  lot  of  money  from  the  govern- 
ment to  build  a  lot  things." 

By  subtracting  government  sub- 
sidies, that  debt  still  stands  at  $620 
million. 

Last  June,  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Business  Board  at  U  of  T  forecasted 
conservatively  that  U  of  T  should  try 
to  maintain  the  debt  below  the  $620 
million  mark.  Seven  months  later  in 


last  month's  meeting,  Professor  Goel 
stated  U  of  T  has  now  reached  that 
mark. 

But  Venter  stresses  that  it  is  not  a 
fixed  mark.  He  says  if  there's  a  need 
for  a  new  $18  million  project,  which 
will  push  the  debt  number  to  638, 
U  of  T  should  be  flexible.  "It's  not  a 
black  and  white  line.  Yes,  we  have 
reached  a  barrier  [of  620]  but  it's  not 
solid.  If  there's  a  need  for  [a  new  proj- 
ect], then  let's  be  sensible  because 
that's  the  way  to  look  at  things." 

But  this  rising  debt  could  affect 
U  of  T'd  credit  ratings.  "It's  an  edge 
we  don't  like  to  gamble,"  cautions 
Venter. 

U  of  T  has  three  credit  ratings 
done  by  three  independent  credit 
agencies,  Moody's  Investor's  Service, 
Standard  and  Poor's  and  Dominion 


Bond  Rating  Service,  which  look  at  U 
of  T's  assets  and  debts.  According  to 
figures  provided  by  Sheila  Brown,  U 
of  T's  Acting  Chief  Financial  Officer,  U 
of  T's  total  assets  are  $2.4452  billion, 
its  total  liabilities  are  $L181  billion 
of  which  $216.7  million  represents 
long-term  debt.  This  gives  a  capital 
(assets  minus  liabilities)  of  $1.2642 
billion  for  the  year  of  2003. 

Venter  adds,  "U  of  T's  ratings 
are  good.  People  shouldn't  be  so 
constrained  and  so  nervous.  Which 
company  really  always  has  enough 
money  to  do  anything  they  want?  We 
can't  freeze,  we  are  the  University  of 
Toronto.  But  we're  not  rich  and  the 
debt  is  serious.  We'd  rather  not  have 
this  debt  and  I'm  being  very  honest 
with  you.  1  wish  we  never  had  this 
debt." 


Do  you  have 
what  it  takes  to  win 
a  millennium 
excellence  award? 


We're  looking  for  a  rare  combination.  Someone  who's 
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good  grades.  If  this  sounds  like  the  stuff  you're  made 
of,  you  could  be  on  your  way  to  an  award  worth  $4,000 
to  510,000.  If  you're  in  your  first  year  of  a  diploma  or 
certificate  program,  or  second  year  of  a  bachelor 
degree  program,  find  out  more  about  the  award  at 
www.awardforexcellence.ca. 
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Welcome  to  the  home  stretch 


With  the  first  real  warm  snap  it 
seems  like  spring  is  in  the  air...  the 
sidewalks  are  clear,  the  winter's 
litter  accumulating  in  the  gutters, 
the  birds  singing  and  of  course,  the 
assignments  piling  up  faster  than 
you  can  blink.  There's  a  fine  line 
between  being  comfortably  busy 
and  being  panicky  busy — having  to 
choose  which  things  are  going  to  be 
done  on  time  and  which  things  are 
going  to  be  late. 

Beware  the  ides  of  March,  or  so 
they  say.  But  look  on  the  bright 
side — it's  almost  over. 


EDITORIAL  - 

In  the  final  stretch  of  any  un- 
comfortable task,  it's  easy  to  get 
distracted.  I  mean,  come  on,  all 
■  that  sunshine  on  the  weekend?  How 
could  you  not  take  advantage? 

Even  an  overcast,  rainy,  March 
day  is  still  better  than  an  overcast, 
snowy,  freezing  February  day, 
right? 

And  what  about  the  Oscars — did 
you  catch  those?  What  a  better  way 
than  to  spend  a  Sunday  evening, 


hanging  out  with  friends,  watching 
Peter  Jackson  carrying  away  more 
Ore-like  golden  statuettes  than 
could  fit  in  the  most  spacious  hob- 
bit  hole;  while  you  conscientiously 
ignored  the  5,000  word  analysis 
of  late  18th  century  children's  fic- 
tion you  owe  your  lit  teacher  this 
Friday... 

It's  easy  to  get  side-tracked — so 
now's  the  time  to  focus  the  most. 
Get  those  assignments  done,  and 
keep  your  eye  on  the  glorious  sum- 
mer of  debauchery  that  awaits  you 
in  just  a  few  short  weeks! 


Bring  in  the  spring  of  69 

LGBTOUT seeks  $0.69  levy 


b»PAUL80WSEBoHGBT0UT 

The  summer  of  '69  was  big  for  queer 
people.  In  Canada,  homosexuality 
was  finally  decriminalized.  In  the  U.S., 
queer  and  trans  patrons  of  the  Stone- 
wall Bar  in  New  York  City  fought  back 
against  police  who  came  on  a  raid 
one  hot  summer  night,  and  became  a 
symbol  of  the  birth  of  the  gay  libera- 
tion movement. 

It  was  in  this  atmosphere  of  change 
that  queers  at  the  University  of  To- 
ronto came  together  in  1969  to  found 
the  U  of  T  Homophile  Association. 
In  so  doing,  they  became  Toronto's 
first  LGBTQ  group  and  the  first  on  a 
Canadian  campus.  Now,  on  the  eve  of 
its  35th  anniversary,  UTHA's  proud 
heritage  continues.  LGBTOUT  (Les- 
bians, Gays,  Bisexuals  and  Transgen- 
dered  of  the  University  of  Toronto)  is 
asking  the  University  community  for 
support  by  requesting  a  refundable, 
69-cent  levy  from  full-time  under- 
graduates, to  be  collected  as  part  of 
annual  SAC  fees. 

Queer  students  make  up  5-15  per 
cent  of  the  undergraduate  student 
body.  Their  dollars  support  SAC, 
college  councils,  residence  councils 
and  course  unions.  But  what  percent- 
age of  the  dollars  collected  by  these 
groups  is  used  to  provide  services 
that  recognize  and  respect  the  unique 
needs  of  the  LGBTQ  population?  In 
recent  years,  some  organizations  (no 
doubt  spurred  by  constant  advocacy 
by  LGBTOUT  and  our  allies)  have 
finally  begun  to  recognize  that  there 
are  LGBTQ  people  in  their  midst 
and  have  taken  steps  towards  creat- 
ing ositive  space.  We  applaud  these 
developments,  however  small,  and 
will  continue  to  encourage  groups  on 
campus  to  move  through  recognition 
and  tolerance  to  a  position  of  full  ac- 
ceptance and  true  inclusion  of  LGBTQ 
and  other  marginalized  people.  In  the 


meantime,  however,  we  feel  it  is  time 
to  empower  queer  students  by  giving 
them  the  financial  support  they  need 
to  create  and  control  the  events, 
services  and  opportunities  that  they 
desire.  The  needs  of  queer  students 
will  best  be  met  by  offering  them  the 
freedom  of  self-determination. 

For  35  years,  the  task  of  provid- 
ing events,  activities  and  services 
that  recognize  the  needs  of  LGBTQ 
communities  has  fallen  largely  upon 
LGBTOUT  and  its  predecessors.  In 
1999,  LGBTOUT  sought  a  levy  from 
students  to  support  its  work.  Despite 
a  hard-fought  campaign,  the  vote  was 
lost  by  a  tiny  margin,  surrounded  by 
a  level  of  homophobia  that  made  na- 
tional headlines.  Shortly  afterwards 
the  university  introduced  the  office 
of  LGBTQ  Resources  and  Programs 
within  Student  Affairs.  This  office  has 
been  a  boon  to  the  campus,  but  as  an 
arm  of  the  administration,  its  ability 
to  advocate  for  change  and  challenge 
university  policy  is  limited.  Students 
need  to  be  empowered  to  advocate 
for  themselves. 

Queer  students  make 
up  5-15  per  cent  of 
the  undergraduate 
student  body. 

Without  core  funding  support 
from  the  university,  LGBTOUT  relies 
almost  entirely  on  the  fundraising 
efforts  of  volunteers.  This  fundrais- 
ing represents  dozens  of  hours  every 
month  that  could  be  better  spent  on 
new  initiatives  and  development  of 
programming  on  campus.  Most  of 
these  funds  are  raised  at  the  Homo- 
hop,  a  monthly  community  dance 
that  provides  much-needed  social 
space  for  queer  students  and  youth 
from  Toronto  and  surrounding  com- 


munities. For  more  than  20  years,  the 
Homohop  provided  a  joyful,  proud 
and  positive  space  for  queer  students 
and  their  friends  and  allies  on  cam- 
pus. But  like  so  many  queer  spaces, 
the  Homohop  is  vulnerable.  In  2001, 
despite  its  long  history  at  the  uni- 
versity, U  of  T  administrators  forced 
the  Homohop  off  campus  by  shutting 
down  or  closing  off  access  to  the  few 
venues  large  enough  to  support  it. 
After  several  months  in  limbo,  LGB- 
TOUT was  able  to  find  a  new  home 
for  the  Homohop  at  an  off-campus 
venue.  However,  the  move  has  not 
been  without  consequences. 

Off-campus,  the  Homohop  has  lost 
some  of  the  freedom  and  the  feeling 
of  security  that  came  from  being  a  pri- 
marily student  event  held  in  student 
space.  More  significantly,  the  success 
of  our  primary  fundraising  source  is 
now  linked  to  the  success  of  a  com- 
mercial establishment.  Our  freedom 
to  adapt  and  change  the  Homohop  to 
best  suit  the  varied  needs  of  LGBTQ 
communities  is  limited  by  our  depen- 
dence on  the  hop's  financial  success, 
and  by  the  needs  of  our  commercial 
partner.  Should  that  space  be  closed 
down  by  targeted  policing  or  Not-ln- 
My-Backyard  neighbours,  or  sold,  or 
should  their  management,  like  U  of  T, 
simply  change  their  mind  about  tak- 
ing the  risks  inherent  in  supporting 
queer  youth,  the  Homohop  would  be 
homeless  again,  and  the  money  that 
supports  all  of  LGBTOUT's  program- 
ming and  advocacy  would  disappear. 

LGBTOUT  is  asking  for  a  69-cent 
refundable  levy.  The  amount  honours 
our  anniversary  and  is  a  symbol  of 
our  mandate  to  promote  healthy  sex- 
uality. We  are  asking  for  the  university 
community  to  take  a  stand  to  support 
the  LGBTQ  people  in  their  midst.  It's 
time  to  put  the  power  of  self-determi- 
nation in  the  hands  of  queer  students. 
It's  time  for  the  spring  of  69. 


LETTERS 


A  few  words  from  our  readers 
about  the  SAC  language  ban: 

Re:  SAC  bans  foreign  languages  from  campaign  posters,  Mar.  1 


1  think  it  is  a  great  idea  to  ban  the 
usage  of  foreign  languages  on  post- 
ers. The  use  of  languages  other  than 
English  or  French  actually  excludes 
many  members  of  ethnic  groups  who 
cannot  read  the  language  of  their 
heritage. 

1  did  my  undergraduate  degree 
at  another  university,  and  there,  all 
the  advertisements  by  the  Chinese 
Students'  Association  were  in  Chinese 
and  Chinese  only.  This  left  out  a  large 
population  of  Canadian-born  Chinese 
who  cannot  read  what  the  posters 
were  saying. 

What  the  Association  at  that  school 
seemed  to  imply  was  that  they  did 
not  want  anyone  who  was  not  able 
to  read  the  language.  Organizations 
should  allow  anyone  who  is  interested 
to  have  the  opportunity  to  join,  and 
the  way  to  do  it  is  to  use  a  language 
that  people  can  understand. 

Cynthia  Cheng 


I  think  it  was  right  of  SAC  to  ban  for- 
eign language  posters.  It's  SAC's  job 
to  make  sure  that  things  are  fair  and 
accessible  to  all  students.  How  is  a 
campaign  that  only  some  students 
understand  fair?  If  anything,  foreign 
language  posters  would  promote 
segregation.  It's  asking  people  who 
speak  a  certain  language  to  vote  for 
people  who  share  their  language  and 
cultural  background. 

1  think  it's  pretty  offensive  and  it 
targets  those  who  aren't  comfort- 
able with  English.  The  words  of  SAC 
presidential  candidate  Justin  Wong. 
I'm  sorry,  but  I  thought  we  went  to 
U  of  T,  where  speaking  English  was 
a  requirement?  Maybe  a  majority  of 
U  of  T  students  speak  Chinese,  or 
Mandarin,  or  Cantonese,  but  the  one 
thing  we  can  be  sure  about  is  that 
they  all  speak  English.  If  you're  not 
comfortable  with  English,  then  you 
should  not  be  attending  university 
here. 

Woong  Kim  said  that  the  main 
principle  of  his  campaign  was  to 
promote  multiculturalism.  1  really 
believe  that  brings  out  a  lot  of  har- 
mony. Please  tell  me  how  printing 
posters  in  a  language  a  great  deal 
of  students  don't  speak  brings  out 
a  lot  of  harmony.  As  a  non-Chinese 
speaking  student,  to  me  a  poster  in 
Chinese  simply  excludes  me.  I  don't 
see  how  that  exclusion  is  harmoniz- 
ing. 

NlKKI  POLIVKA 


Mr.  Justin  Woong  Kim  thinks  It's 
pretty  offensive  and  targets  those 
who  aren't  comfortable  with 
English  ...to  disallow  languages 
other  than  Canada's  two  official 
ones,  English  and  French,  on  SAC 
campaign  posters. 

Well  1  think  it  is  pretty  offensive 
that  students  who  would  run  for 
office  or  students  who  vote  for 
officers  might  not  be  considered 
linguistically  capable  of  compre- 
hending English  or  French.  What 
in  the  world  are  students  doing  at 
the  world-renowned  U  of  T  if  they 
cannot  comprehend  our  official 
languages?  As  a  mature  but  hard- 
working part-time  U  of  T  student 
and  as  an  individual  who  has 
paid,  for  30  plus  years,  myriad  tax 
dollars  to  support  our  excellent 
university  system,  1  believe  the 
SAC  elections  committee  deserves 
applause. 

Promoting  multiculturalism  is  a 
notable  effort — I  believe  promot- 
ing languages  other  than  English 
and  French  on  election  and  other 
official  university  documents 
serves  the  cause  of  disharmony. 

Congrats  on  the  decision. 

A.  Robertson 


As  someone  who  greatly  appreci- 
ates the  richness  provided  by  the 
multiculturalism  of  Toronto  and 
U  of  T,  1  also  fully  support  SAC's 
ban  on  foreign  language  signs  and 
I  think  this  should  extend  to  any 
type  of  advertisement  plastered 
on  the  campus. 

As  a  native  Torontonian,  1 
feel  like  a  foreigner  when  I'm 
surrounded  in  class  by  people 
speaking  different  languages 
and  encounter  foreign  language 
signs  posted  on  campus.  Foreign 
language  signs  are  antithetical 
to  the  type  of  inclusive  environ- 
ment our  campus  should  have  and 
they  only  promote  ghettoism  and 
cliquishness. 

Justin  Woong  Kim's  statement 
that  this  law  is  pretty  offensive 
and  it  targets  those  who  aren't 
comfortable  with  English,  is  com- 
plete nonsense  because  English  is 
the  official  language  in  our  univer- 
sity and  city  and  denying  this  fact 
only  prolongs  a  foreigner's  sense 
of  alienation  and  estrangement. 

Aaron  Winter 
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Fisher-price  this  ain't 

IntrepidYdLtsitY  reporter  Brookes  Merritt  recently  found  himself invited 
to  observe  an  adult-novelty  party  for  women.  Hot,  bothered,  and  gleefully 
embarrassed,  he  joined  a  throng  of excited  Edmonton  women  for  an  eye- 
opening  night  behind  a  curtain  of  privacy.  Here  is  his  tale: 


by  BROOKES  MERRITT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


When  fifteen  women  stay  in  on 
a  Saturday  night,  and  gossip 
over  red  wine — it's  called  a  girl's 
night.  When  one  of  them  brings  a 
suitcase  full  of  dildos  and  vibra- 
tors— it's  called  a  sex  toy  party. 

Rachael  M.  didn't  know  what  to 
expect  when  she  offered  to  host 
one. 

"I'd  never  even  heard  of  a  sex  toy 
party  before.  An  acquaintance  of- 
fered to  set  it  up  if  1  could  get  some 
girlfriends  together.  I  thought  it 
might  be  interesting,"  she  said. 

The  premise  is  simple;  it's  a 
Tupperware  party  with  sex  toys. 
A  representative  is  invited  to  the 
hosts'  home,  and  shows  a  variety 
of  toys.  At  the  end  of  the  evening, 
guests  are  able  to  purchase  what- 
ever they  wish,  by  privately  select- 
ing their  desired  toys,  and  scurry- 
ing away  with  a  bag  of  goodies. 

Back  in  Rachael's  den,  the  wom- 
en relaxed  on  the  couches  while 
the  evening's  emcee — Lisa  from 
Spice  It  Up  Novelties,  addressed 
the  group. 

"I'm  going  to  begin  by  showing 
you  some  lotions  and  massage 
oils,"  she  said.  A  few  excited  tit- 
ters from  the  group  were  barely 
audible  over  groans  from  other 
women  eager  to  get  on  with  it. 

The  party  presented  the  ex- 
pected menu;  beginning  with 
appetizers  like  Nipple  Nibbler — a 
flavoured  arousal  lubricant,  Liq- 
uid Virgin — a  lotion  designed  to 
plump  up  the  labia  and  tighten  the 
vagina;  and  Female  Response — a 
cream  intended  to  sensitize  and 
engorge  the  clitoris  (a  sample  of 
which  was  discreetly  placed  in  the 
bathroom  for  the  ladies  to  try). 
Foreplay  toys  like  feather  ticklers, 
soft  hand-cuffs,  and  anal  lube  fol- 
lowed. 

"I  thought  the  erotic  dice  were 
kind  of  cute,"  said  Jenna,  as  24r 
year-old  elementary  teacher, 
referring  to  a  pair  of  dice  that 
prompt  lovers  to  engage  in  a  va- 
riety of  activities  throughout  the 
home. 

The  main  course  consisted  of 
large  silicone  and  latex  toys  for 
both  vaginal  and  anal  use. 

The  ladies  took  a  short  break 
after  a  few  final  dismal  showings: 
penis  and  boob-shaped  pasta, 
nudie  playing  cards,  and  scarlet 
red  penis  lipstick  among  them. 

Lisa  then  passed  around  a  va- 


riety of  bigger  toys,  including  a 
shocking  array  of  latex  dildos,  vi- 
brators, and  vibrating  clit-ticklers 
called  "bullets." 

Nancy,  a  23-year  old  university 
student  expressed  her  interest 
almost  immediately. 

"1  can't  say  I've  ever  used  one  of 
those,"  she  said  as  Lisa  pulled  out 
the  Beaver  Twister,  an  elaborate 
battery  operated  dildo  with  swirl- 
ing beads  about  the  shaft,  a  tip 
that  moves  in  small  circles,  and 
a  bullet  coated  in  soft  silicone  to 
stimulate  the  clitoris — an  excel- 
lent penile  substitute. 

The  party  concluded  with  pri- 

The  main  course 
consisted  of  large 
silicone  and  latex  toys 
for  both  vaginal  and 
anal  use. 

vate  sales,  in  which  the  women 
met  with  Lisa  to  make  their  pur- 
chases. 

"This  part  is  usually  pretty  se- 
cretive," she  explained.  "I've  set 
up  a  display  room  upstairs  where 
you  can  inspect  the  toys  more 
closely  and  make  your  choices." 

The  women  entered  the  room 
quickly  and  quietly,  sometimes 
alone,  sometimes  in  pairs.  Each 
exited  with  a  discreet  brown  paper 
bag,  and  departed  with  few  words. 

"I've  been  to  a  few  of  these,"  said 
one  older  woman.  "The  younger 
girls  are  sometimes  less  interested 
in  touching  and  inspecting  the  toys 
than  the  older  ladies  like  me." 

Lisa  explained  why  so  many 
women  enjoy  the  party.  "The  al- 
lure of  the  parties  is  their  social 
nature,"  she  said.  "They  foster  a 
more  comfortable  environment 
for  women  to  buy  toys  than  in  sex 
shops." 

Jose  Vicente  is  the  owner  of  Se- 
ductions Love  Boutique  on  Yonge 
Street.  He  maintains  that  the  popu- 
larity of  sex  shops  on  the  rise,  and 
that  women  frequent  his  store  just 
as  often  as  men. 

"Slowly  but  surely,  business  has 
been  getting  better  since  we  first 
opened  our  doors  here  five  years 
ago,"  he  said. 

Vicente  also  owns  a  boutique  in 
Montreal. 

"It's  surprising.  In  Montreal  our 
clientele  is  mostly  men,  I'd  say 
about  70  percent,  but  over  here  it's 


about  fifty-fifty,"  he  said. 

With  Valentine's  Day  just  a  few 
days  away,  Seductions  is  busy. 
Most  of  the  customer  are  female, 
and  Vicente  knows  exactly  what 
they  want. 

"Everyone  loves  the  Fuzuoku 
9000,"  he  said.  The  "intimate  mas- 
sager"  is  a  tiny  vibrator  with  a  latex 
tip  that  slips  over  the  fingertip.  Dr. 
Sue  Johanson  has  lauded  it  as  the 
best-valued  sex  toy  on  the  market 
on  The  Sunday  Night  Sex  Show.  It's 
Seductions'  best  seller,  among  men 
and  women. 

But  for  Vicente's  money,  and 
for  anywhere  between  $100-200 
of  yours,  the  toy  to  be  had  by  all 
women  is  a  dildo  like  Lisa's  Beaver 
Twister.  Some  other  types  are  the 
Techno  Rabbit,  and  the  Passionate 
Dolphin — named  for  the  shape  of 
the  silicone  or  latex  sleeve  that 
covers  the  clit-tickling  bullet. 

"They're  the  best  toys  on  the 
market,"  Vicente  said.  "They  give 
three  different  kinds  of  stimula- 
tion— inside,  on  the  lips,  and  on 
the  clit.  A  regular  vibrator  only 
gives  one  sensation." 

To  the  untrained  eye  they  look 
positively  monstrous. 

"If  men  could  only  be  born 
with  one  of  these  for  a  penis,"  Vi- 
cente imagines  wishfully,  "women 
wouldn't  need  their  toys  any- 
more." 

Brookes  Merritt  studies  journalism 
at  Number  college.  He  has  written 
for  the  Gateway  at  the  University  of 
Alberta  and  is  also  the  author  of  the 
ACME  Anvils 


Women's  toys: 

Ben-wah  balls:  $15-40 
Butt  plugs  /  Anal  Beads:  $15-60 
Simple  vibrator:  $12-20 
Latex  dildos:  $20-100 
Vibrating  BuUet:  $20-50 


Men's  Toys: 

Butt  plugs /Anal  Beads:  $15-60 
Latex  cock-sleeves:  $50-60 
Realistic  Vagina  &  Anus:  $130-350 
LoveDoUs:  $40-2000 
Custom-made  realistic  fantasy 
playmates  can  sell  for  up  to  $10,000 

NOTE:  Not  as  much  choice  in  toys 
for  men 


The  ACME  Anvil 


PENDARYOUSEFI 


Anuil#7: 

Critics  of  RosieReid 


by  BROOKES  MERRITT 

VARSITY  STAFF 

I  pray  this  Anvil  falls  in  the  hands 
of  Rosie  Reid,  that  she  may  use  it 
to  sack  any  wanker  with  the  au- 
dacity to  condemn  her  for  trying 
to  auction  off  her  virginity. 

Reid  is  an  18-year  old  student 
at  Bristol  University  in  London. 
She  recently  put  her  virginity  up 
for  auction  on  eBay.  She  received 
thousands  of  inquiries,  and  bids 
of  up  to  SIO.OOO  before  eBay  took 
it  down.  Now  she's  pursuing  the 
auction  on  a  private  site. 

Whoever  the  hell  feels  it  neces- 
sary to  verbalize  their  disdain  for 
this  girl  should  step  down  from 
their  soapbox.  Her  virginity  is 
hers  alone;  how  she  chooses  to 
go  about  losing  it  is  nobody's 
business. 

I  find  it  particularly  conflicting 
that  eBay  chose  to  remove  her 
auction  on  what  can  only  be  as- 
sumed to  be  moral  grounds,  but 
finds  no  particular  problem  with 
a  multitude  of  other  auctions  that 
demonstrate  far  more  clearly  the 
degeneration  of  capitalist  culture 
they  contribute  to,  actively  or 
not. 

Last  1  checked — after  my  week- 
ly Monday  jerk-off  threesome 
with  Ms.  Laptop  and  her  sister, 
Ms. DSL  modem — eBay  hadn't  re- 
moved auctions  for  soiled  panty 
collections  and  penicillin-fla- 
voured celebrity  food  remnants. 

Rosie  Reid  has  not  only  struck  a 
blow  for  feminism,  but  also  made 
a  powerful  statement  against 
tuition  increases.  School  costs 
a  pretty  penny  over  in  England, 
and  she's  broke. 

Seems  to  me  she's  way  ahead 
of  the  curve.  "My  virginity  was 
something  really  valuable  yet  at 
the  same  time  something  1  could 
do  without,"  she  told  London 
papers.  If  you  really  analyze  her 
motives,  she  appears  more  the 
fundamental  opportunist  than 
the  commies  at  eBay. 

Oh  yeah — not  only  is  she  a  vir- 
gin, but  she's  also  a  lesbian. 


The  ACME  Anvil  is  a  loeekly 
rant  addressed  to  those  ivho 
should  be  clobbered  over  the 
head  voith  an  anvil  and  left  to 
die  in  the  ditch  on  the  side  of 
an  abandoned  road. 


Varsity 

Masthead 

Elections 


Elections  for  The  Varsity's 
2004-2005  masthead  will 
take  place  in  the  third 
week  of  March. 


The  available  positions 
are: 

•  Editor-in-Chief 

•  News  Editor 

•  Opinions  Editor 

•  Photo  Editor 

•  Review  Editor 

•  Science  Editor 

•  Sports  Editor 


Elections  for  Edi- 
tor-in-Chief will  take 
place  on  Tuesday, 
March  16,  2004. 

Elections  for  all  other 
positions  will  take 
place  on  Friday, 
March  19,  2004.  The 
elections  will  be  held 


at  the  Varsity  office, 
21  Sussex  Avenue, 
Suite  212.  You  must 
be  a  Varsity  staff 
member  (having  made 
at  least  six  contribu- 
tions to  The  Varsity 
since  May  15,  2003)  in 
order  to  vote. 


More 


ASSU  elections 
are  lacking  in 
accountablility 


It  has  come  to  my  attention  that 
the  ASSU  (Arts  and  Science 
Students'  Union)  elections,  unlike 
other  student  elections,  have  not 
been  publicized  and  few  students 
(if  any  other  than  those  already 
on  the  organization)  are  aware  of 
their  elections. 

ASSU's  lack  of  publicity  regard- 
ing their  elections  is  problematic 
for  students,  especially  for  those 
who  would  like  to  run  for  office. 
The  ASSU  "is  the  official  umbrella 
organization  representing  over 
20,000  full-time  undergraduate 
students  registered  in  the  Faculty 
if  Arts  and  Science,  St  George  cam- 
pus." However,  their  elections  are 
not  publicized,  making  it  difficult 
for  students  to  run  in  the  election 
and  thus  severely  limiting  the 
number  and  variety  of  candidates. 

Another  major  concern  is 
regarding  the  eligibility  of  voting 
at  ASSU  elections.  According  to 
the  nomination  forms  for  the  year 
2004-05,  "voting  is  restricted  to 
members  of  ASSU  Council  as  pre- 
scribed under  the  ASSU  Constitu- 
tion." The  ASSU  represents  20,000 
full-time  undergraduate  students, 
but  according  to  the  rules,  the 
vast  majority  of  these  students  are 
cast  into  the  category  of  not  being 
eligible  to  vote. 

The  problem  with  ASSU  elec- 
tions is  that  they  are  not  executed 
under  a  representative  or  fair 
democratic  system.  What  the  ASSU 
currently  embodies,  as  reflected 
in  its  election  process,  is  false 
democracy. 

The  ASSU  "represents"  students, 
but  the  majority  of  students  cannot 
run  for  elections  because  they  are 
not  aware  of  them,  and  cannot  vote 
because  they  are  not  eligible  to 
do  so.  The  ASSU  has  the  power  to 
make  major  decisions  regarding 
issues  related  to  students,  and 
it  is  unfair  to  students  to  have  to 
be  "represented"  as  such  if  they 
were  not  given  a  choice.  The  ASSU 
needs  to  revise  their  election 
process  so  as  to  be  more  account- 
able to  students  who  they  claim  to 
"represent." 

Bonnie  Huen 


Need  to  get 
something  off 
your  chest? 


Write  for  Opinions 

opinions@thevarsity.ca 


features^thevarsity.ca 
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Varsity  Mars  series:  part  six 

Mars  was  once  wet,  rover  finds 

Liquid  water  could  remain  underground  today 


NASA/JPL/CORNELL 

A  football-sized  rock  near  the  Opportunity  landing  site  is  one  of 
several  examined  by  the  rover  so  far  in  search  of  clues  to  Mars'  peist. 


SCIENCE  BRIEFS 

Scientists  caught 
cheating 

This  year's  annual  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Publishing  Ethics  was 
released  this  week.  It  documents  the 
cases  of  misconduct  in  scientific  re- 
search from  a  number  of  medical  jour- 
nals during  2003,  29  in  total.  Scientists 
were  caught  copying  other  people's 
work,  lying  about  their  numbers,  brib- 
ing journal  editors,  and  carrying  out 
unethical  practices.  Researchers  of 
one  study  on  secondhand  smoke  failed 
to  report  that  they  had  received  fund- 
ing from  tobacco  companies.  Several 
medical  researchers  didn't  get  ethical 
clearance  for  their  studies,  including 
one  experiment  that  involved  draw- 
ing blood  from  babies.  The  committee 
wants  to  formalize  a  code  of  conduct 
for  all  these  journals  to  sign. 
-ZOE  CORMIER 
Source:  Nature 

DNA  enriched 
sunscreen 

Researchers  are  developing  a  new 
sunscreen  containing  DNA  fragments 
that  could  help  fight  skin  cancer.  The 
DNA  fragments  code  for  the  proteins 
that  the  eel!  uses  to  repair  DNA.  When 
the  DNA  gets  into  skin  cells,  these 
proteins  are  made  from  the  DNA  and 
the  cell  checks  its  own  DNA  for  any 
errors.  This  could  prevent  cancer,  be- 
cause skin  tumours  grow  when  a  cell's 
DNA  is  damaged  by  UV  light.  Studies 
on  mice  with  the  sunscreen  have  so  far 
shown  "surprising"  effectiveness. 
-ZC 

Source:  Nature 


Evolution  of  the  penis 


A  new  study  may  shed  some  light  on 
the  evolution — and  perfection — of 
the  penis.  In  armadillos,  the  penis 
has  two  sheaths  of  fibrous  tis- 
sue— one  that  runs  along  the  penis 
and  one  that  wraps  around  the  penis 
perpendicularly.  When  the  penis  is 
full  of  blood,  these  two  sheaths  can't 
stretch  past  a  certain  level,  giving 
the  penis  its  ideal  rigidity.  Turtles 
have  instead  multiple  layers  of  fibers, 
like  plywood.  This  makes  the  reptile 
penis  even  stronger  than  the  mam- 
malian one,  for  unknown  reasons. 
The  penises  of  mammals  and  reptiles 
evolved  independently,  but  they  still 
arrived  at  the  same  basic  structure, 
suggesting  that  the  organ  is  pretty 
much  ideally  designed. 
-ZC 

Source:  Biology  Letters 


by  DAVID  SHIGA 

VABSITY  STAFF 


NASA's  Opportunity  rover  has 
found  definitive  ■  evidence  that 
Mars  was  once  "drenched"  with 
liquid  water,  mission  scientists  an- 
nounced on  Tuesday. 

The  finding  ends  decades  of 
speculation  on  whether  the  red 
planet,  which  is  now  cold  and  des- 
ert-like, was  wet  in  the  past. 

The  Opportunity  rover  has  been 
studying  the  rocks  at  its  Martian 
landing  site  for  several  weeks. 
Bit  by  bit,  the  evidence  has  been 
mounting  that  large  quantities  of 
liquid  water  acted  on  the  rocks 
sometime  in  the  planet's  past. 

"The  last  puzzle  piece  fell  into 
place  a  few  days  ago,"  said  Steve 
Squyres,  the  lead  scientist  for  the 
twin  rovers  mission.  "We  have 
concluded  that  the  rocks  here  were 
once  soaked  in  liquid  water." 

The  clincher  was  the  detection  of 
high  concentrations  of  sulfates  and 
other  minerals  that  typically  form 
In  water.  On  earth,  rocks  only  ac- 
quire such  high  concentrations  of 
these  minerals  by  forming  in  water 
or  being  exposed  to  large  quanti- 
ties of  water  after  formation. 

Dr.  Squyres  outlined  an  even 
more  exciting  possibility—that  liq- 
uid water  may  still  exist  today  tens 
or  hundreds  of  meters  below  the 
Martian  surface.  "You  might  have 
to  dig  pretty  deep... [but]  it's  defi- 
nitely a  possibility,"  he  said. 

NASA  landed  the  two  identical 
rovers  on  opposite  sides  of  Mars 
earlier  this  year.  The  rover  named 
Spirit  landed  in  a  large  crater 


by  JUSTIN  TROTTIER 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  computers  of  tomorrow  may  be 
constructed  from  the  same  building 
blocks  that  are  inside  of  you.  Merg- 
ing insights  from  the  fields  of  molec- 
ular biology,  computer  science,  and 
mathematics,  professor  Lila  Kari  of 
the  University  of  Western  Ontario  is 
looking  into  the  possibilities  of  DNA 
computing. 

A  computer  need  not  be  made  of 
electrical  parts.  A  computer  can 
be  constructed  from  anything,  so 
long  as  it  is  able  to  perform  two 
functions:  store  data,  and  perform 
certain  arithmetic  and  logic  opera- 
tions on  it. 

Kari  is  currently  investigating  the 
way  in  which  data  can  be  encoded 


named  Gusev  on  January  4.  Op- 
portunity landed  in  an  area  called 
Meridiani  Planum  on  January  25. 

The  immediate  landing  areas  at 
the  two  sites  are  quite  different. 
Opportunity  happened  to  land 
inside  a  crater,  where  rocks  bear- 
ing telltale  signs  of  water  were  ex- 
posed. Spirit  landed  in  a  flat  area, 
where  the  rocks  appear  to  be  of 
mostly  volcanic  origin. 

The  European  Space  Agency's 
Beagle  2  rover  which  was  sched- 
uled to  land  on  Mars  on  December 
25,  2003,  but  it  failed  to  send  a 
signal  back  to  Earth  confirming 
the  landing  and  mission  control- 
lers have  been  unable  to  contact 
it  since. 

NASA's  twin  rovers  have  been 
driving  around,  taking  pictures, 
digging  in  the  soil,  and  grinding 
and  examining  rocks  since  they 
arrived. 

In  addition  to  the  evidence  for  an- 
cient water  uncovered  by  opportu- 
nity, the  two  rovers  have  achieved 
several  scientific  firsts,  surpassing 
NASA's  Mars  Pathfinder  rover, 
which  landed  in  1997  and  which  is 
the  only  other  rover  to  have  driven 
on  Mars. 

Opportunity  made  a  movie  of 
the  Martian  sunset,  which  helped 
scientists  measure  the  amount 
of  dust  in  the  atmosphere.  It  has 
also  been  occasionally  peering  up 
at  the  sky  above  it  as  NASA's  Mars 
Express  orbiter  passes  overhead 
and  looks  down,  providing  valu- 
able simultaneous  measurements 
of  the  atmosphere  from  different 
perspectives.  Spirit  took  the  first 
pictures  to  show  individual  grains 


using  the  DNA  alphabet,  which 
consists  of  four  building  blocks 
commonly  labelled  A,C,G  and  T. 
Techniques  from  molecular  biol- 
ogy, including  the  ability  to  insert 
and  delete  genetic  information, 
are  used  to  perform  arithmetic  and 
logic  operations. 

Genetic  material  is  very  tiny, 
so  there  are  a  lot  of  advantages. 
The  secret,  according  to  Kari,  is 
"information  density... because 
DNA  strands  are  so  small,  you  can 
have  many  working  together  at 
once."  DNA  computers  could  be 
up  to  a  million  times  faster  than  an 
electronic  computer.  "To  encode 
the  same  information  that  can  be 
stored  in  1  gram  of  DNA  would  take 
a  trillion  CDs,"  says  Kari. 

Back  in  1994,  Len  Adleman  at  the 


of  Martian  sand. 

One  of  the  few  glitches  so  far  in 
the  mission  was  a  temporary  com- 
munications outage  with  Spirit  on 
January  22.  The  rover's  computer 
was  resetting  itself  dozens  of  times 
each  day.  Engineers  traced  the 
problem  to  Spirit's  overloaded 
flash  memory,  a  type  of  hardware 
which  is  also  used  in  digital  cam- 
eras and  other  electronic  devices. 
After  engineers  reformatted  the 
flash  memory,  the  rover  returned 
to  functioning  normally. 

Spirit  should  arrive  at  the  edge 


University  of  Southern  California 
solved  a  difficult  problem,  known 
as  the  "travelling  salesman  prob- 
lem" through  DNA  computing.  The 
problem  involves  trying  to  figure 
out  the  shortest  route  one  could 
take  in  order  to  travel  to  a  certain 
number  of  cities.  "If  you  have  a 
network  of  200  cities,  the  number 
of  possible  solutions  is  greater 
than  the  number  of  atoms  in  the 
universe,"  Kari  explains. 

It  is  the  exact  kind  of  problem 
that  DNA  strands  could  solve. 
The  method  involves  assigning 
a  DNA  strand  to  represent  each 
city.  Then  taking  advantage  of  the 
way  two  DNA  strands  will  stick  to- 
gether, other  "route"  strands,  being 
complementary  to  two  city  strands, 
will  connect  cities  together.  As  the 


of  a  150-metre-wide  crater  named 
Bonneville  in  a  few  days,  after  driv- 
ing several  hundred  metres  from  its 
landing  site.  Opportunity  is  head- 
ing towards  a  similar-sized  crater 
named  Endurance,  but  won't  reach 
it  for  a  few  more  weeks.  Scientists 
are  excited  to  see  the  inside  of  the 
craters,  because  it  will  allow  them 
to  examine  rocks  deep  beneath  the 
surface,  which  may  offer  clues  to  a 
much  earlier  time  in  Mars'  past. 

"Stay  tuned — there's  some  very 
good  stuff  in  the  week  or  two  ahead 
of  us,"  said  Dr.  Squyres. 


strands  jostle  around,  the  random 
results  are  sifted  based  on  length 
to  find  the  minimum  route  that  con- 
nects all  city  strands. 

Nanobiotechnology  seeks  to  use 
these  computational  abilities  to 
create  programmable  cells  that 
could  be  used  for  a  variety  of  com- 
putational and  medical  purposes. 
Four  years  ago  professors  Kari  and 
Laura  Landweber,  who  is  now  an 
associate  professor  of  ecology  and 
evolutionary  biology  at  Princeton, 
began  working  towards  reprogram- 
ming  a  cell's  functions. 

"Our  grandiose  goal  is  to  make  a 
programmable  cell,"  says  Kari.  This 
way  cells  could  perform  all  the  pro- 
cesses of  a  conventional  electronic 
computer  with  all  of  the  advantages 
inherent  to  biological  systems. 


Truth  is  Stranger  Than  Fiction 


These  are  real,  scientific  names  for  real  chemicals  and 
minerals:  Arsole  (ivhich  is,  moreover,  a  ring  shaped 
molecule),  Cummingtonite  (named  after  Cummington, 
Mass.,  where  it  was  first  discovered),  Fukalite  (from 


Fuka,  Japan),  Fucitol,  Traumatic  acid,  Erotic  acid, 
Bastadin-5,  Anol,  Clitorin,  Vaginatin,  Carnalite,  Dickite, 
Spammol,  Pubescine,  and  perhaps  The  Varsity's 
favourite.  Moronic  acid. 


Future  computers  may  share  our  genes 


review@tlievarsity.ca 


Arts  &  Entertainment 


Ladies'  night 

Local  stage  sirens  join  forces  to  celebrate  120  years 
of  women  at  UofT 


by  JOSEF  SZENDE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Last  Sunday  night  at  the  Helen 
Gardiner  Pheian  Playhouse  (the 
performance  space  of  the  UC  Drama 
program),  some  of  the  best  perform- 
ers of  the  local  theatre  scene  put  on 
a  Women's  Cabaret  variety  show  to 
celebrate  the  120"'  anniversary  of 
women  at  U  of  T. 

Rightly  called  "There's  a  crack  in 
everything,  that's  how  the  light  gets 
in"  (from  the  Leonard  Cohen  song 
"Anthem"),  the  show  highlighted 
some  extraordinary  talent.  Djanet 
Sears,  award-winning  playwright 
(The  Adventures  of  a  Black  Girl  in 
Search  of  God,  which  is  being  seri- 
alized on  CBC  Radio  in  two  parts, 
March  7  and  14)  and  U  of  T  profes- 
sor, directed  the  show.  She  said  the 
concept  behind  the  performance 
lay  in  its  subtitle:  "A  celebration  of 
women:  challenge  and  change."  She 
went  on  say  that  the  best  way  to 
celebrate  women  is  "to  unveil  their 
diversity  and  differences  by  filling  it 
with  different  kinds  of  women." 

The  program  reflected  her  vision 
with  a  wide  range  of  performanc- 
es— from  an  American  jazz  singer 
(Sandra  Caldwell)  to  a  Canadian  per- 
formance poet  (Lillian  Allen).  These 
and  all  the  other  performers  filled 
the  hall  with  their  stage  presence 
and  storytelling  abilities  and  fit  right 
in  with  the  ambiance  of  a  theatre 
completely  transformed  into  what 


THEATRE  REVIEW 


There's  a  light  in 
everything,  that's  how 
the  light  gets  in 


Directed  by  Djanet  Sears 


UC  Drama  Women's  Cabaret 


Ratine:  VWW 


felt  like  an  authentic  1930s  cabaret 
hall. 

The  night  began  with  actor  Kate 
Lynch  (whose  intermittent  intro- 
ductions tied  the  evening  together) 
reading  a  letter  of  rejection  from  a  fe- 
male applicant  to  U  of  T  from  the  late 
1800s.  Not  surprising,  as  this  perfor- 
mance was  actually  part  of  a  larger 
series  of  events  all  around  campus 
marking  the  March  6,  1884  date 
that  three  women  started  attend- 
ing classes  at  University  College.  In 
contrast,  today  the  UC  playhouse 
not  only  played  host  to  this  special 
evening  of  performance  celebrating 
women,  but  also  employs  an  array  of 
talented  female  Drama  professors. 

The  opening  number  blew  the 
audience  away.  Carmen  Maja  Antoni 
of  the  Berliner  Ensemble  (the  late 
Bertolt  Brecht's  theatre  company) 
performed  "Barbarasong"  with 
such  poise  that  most  people  in  the 


audience  didn't  care  that  it  was  in 
German.  Her  body  language,  vo- 
cal intonation,  and  timing  with  the 
music  showed  the  audience  that  the 
Germans  invented  cabaret  and  they 
still  do  it  best. 

Following  her  a  bit  later  in  the 
show,  African-Canadian  Sharon  For- 
rester (who  also  happens  to  be  an 
alumna  of  the  UC  Drama  program) 
of  the  Canadian  Stage  Company 
performed  an  excerpt  from  the  play 
"Bag  Babies".  Dressed  head  to  toe 
in  gaudy  garb,  she  explained  to 
the  great  amusement  of  the  audi- 
ence, "Beauty  like  this  don't  come 
cheap... I'm  plucked  clean  as  a 
chicken."  Forester's  segment  was  a 
hilarious  performance  that  hit  all 
the  right  notes. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  pieces 
of  the  night  was  entitled  "You're 
wrong,  Lysistrata!"  and  was  per- 
formed by  noted  local  film  actress 
Arsinee  Khanjian  (Ararat).  She  ap- 
pealed to  the  audience  as  if  they 
were  a  group  of  women  withholding 
sex  from  their  partners  to  prevent 
war.  She  countered  their  logic  say- 
ing that  men  are  more  likely  to  go 
to  war  without  sex:  "All  they  want 
with  either  place  is  to  conquer."  She 
argued  instead  that  it's  the  role  of 
women  to  distract  men  in  hopes  of 
peace. 

Among  the  most  popular  perform- 
ers of  the  night  was  comedienne 
Sandra  Shamus,  performing  from 
her    beloved    one-woman  show 


Director  Djanet  Sears  (R)  with  the  producer  of  the  show. 


Wit's  End.  The  monologue  was  so 
natural  and  funny,  one  would  never 
have  thought  it  was  scripted.  For 
example,  about  My  Fair  Lady,  she 
commented  that  it  was  "the  story  of 
a  man  who  goes  to  the  gutter  (where 
all  females  are)...  and  turns  her  into 
a  woman,  and  then  with  an  added 
challenge,  a  lady — oooooh!" 

Local  actor  Krista  Sutton  (another 
UC  Drama  grad  who  currently  stars 
in  Global's  reality  drama  Train  48), 


who  performed  a  scene  from  the  Va- 
gina Monologues,  said  following  the 
show  that  it  was  an  honour  to  work 
with  such  talented  performers.  Prof. 
Sears  agreed,  and  commented  that 
there's  no  doubt  about  the  progress 
that  women  have  made  in  light  of 
such  a  stellar  lineup  of  female  per- 
formers, as  well  as  every  day  around 
U  of  T.  Compared  to  1882,  she  said, 
it's  "as  if  we're  actually  on  different 
planets." 


Institutional  art 


The  art  gallery  at  Hart  House  may  have  long  been  an  institution  on 
the  local  art  scene,  hut  being  part  of  campus  has  opened  it  up  to  some 
fresh  new  ideas 


by  KAREN  BENBASSAT 


It's  disorienting.  It's  oddly  like  becom- 
ing Alice  in  Wonderland  swallowing 
some  large  pill. 

Those  features  of  an  exhibition 
most  notably  thwarted  by  installation 
art  that  anchor  a  viewer  in  an  exhibi- 
tion are  absent.  Forget  about  panels 
telling  you  what  to  think,  painting  la- 
bels, cold  sterile  cement  floors.  These 
things  are  supplanted  by  cafe-like 
couches,  digital  prints  and  plaques 
and  web  pages  projected  onto  the 
gallery  walls. 

That's  what  it  was  like  to  enter  TTje 
Institute:  Or,  What  We  Do  For  Love,  a  re- 
cent exhibit  at  the  Justina  M.  Barnicke 
Gallery  at  Hart  House  by  Canadian 
artist  Vera  Frenkel. 

An  abandoned  hospital  site  is 
suddenly  a  space  of  refuge  for  ma- 
turing Canadian  artists.  Or  is  it?  Its 
mission  is  to  "provide  physical  care 
and  professional  studio  facilities  for 
the  nations'  leading  artists  in  their 
maturity."  The  Institute  offers  mature 
artists  a  safe  haven  in  the  midst  of 
cutbacks  to  healthcare,  education 


and  the  arts,  combining  all  three  fac- 
tors to  create  a  tension  that  may  get 
us  thinking  outside  the  box  about  new 
possibilities. 

Is  the  Institute  a  lovely  dream,  a 
critique  of  the  social  institutions  that 
have  betrayed  us,  or  a  vision  for  a 
largely  aging  baby  boomer  popula- 
tion? Those  are  all  rhetorical  ques- 
tions— because  it's  not  real. 

"A  lot  of  people  wanted  to  know 
where  they  could  sign  up  to  go," 
explains  Judi  Schwartz,  the  director/ 
curator  of  the  gallery  at  Hart  House. 
"There  are  a  lot  of  people  that  are 
troubled  about  where  the  future  is 
taking  them." 

"What  we  do  for  love  is  often  very 
different — perhaps  regrettably,  per- 
haps inevitably — from  what  we  do  as 
members  of  an  institution  of  whatever 
kind,"  explains  Frenkel,  who's  a  well- 
known  video  installation  artist  and 
York  art  professor  "I  wanted  to  signal 
other,  more  personal,  individual  and 
passionate  realities  along  with  the 
structures  that  the  word  'Institute'  so 
quickly  brings  to  mind." 

Two  institutions — one  fictional  and 
the  other  a  very  real  space.  The  Jus- 


tina M.  Barnicke  gallery  at  Hart  House 
is  a  hidden  treasure.  It  can  be  found 
nestled  in  the  northeastern  corner  of 
the  building.  What  distinguishes  this 
gallery  is  its  commitment  to  student 
participation  in  the  decision-making 
process;  and,  at  one  time,  its  mandate 
to  support  the  work  of  both  historical 
and  contemporary  Canadian  art. 

When  Judi  Schwartz  joined  the  gal- 
lery in  1975,  there  were  only  two  com- 
mercial galleries  showing  contempo- 
rary Canadian  art  in  Toronto:  The  Art 
Gallery  of  Ontario  and  the  Barnicke 
Gallery.  The  gallery's  mandate  is 
quite  simply  to  exhibit  the  work  of 
Canadian  and  historical  art  (including 
several  works  by  the  revered  Group 
of  Seven). 

Every  show  that  exhibits  in  the  gal- 
lery is  decided  upon  in  consultation 
with  a  student  committee.  "We're  the 
only  gallery  on  campus  where  stu- 
dents have  a  say,"  Schwartz  explains 
from  her  office  next  to  the  gallery. 
"We're  on  the  leading  edge  of  cool." 

The  Hart  House  Visual  Art  Com- 
mittee selects  exhibitions,  runs  art 
competitions  and  selects  work  for 
the  permanent  collection.  Visits  to 


C.  COWARD/HAMILTON  SPECTATOR 

Artist  Vera  Frenkel,  who  recently  exhibited  at  the  gallery. 


artist  studios  are  also  a  part  of  the 
experience. 

Lara  Okihiro,  a  student  member  of 
the  visual  arts  committee,  says  she 
wasn't  really  into  joining  clubs  be- 
cause she  thought  their  mandates  al- 
ways seemed  too  restrictive.  Though 
it  took  some  confidence-building,  she 
eventually  joined  the  Visual  Art  com- 
mittee at  Hart  House  when  she  real- 
ized that  the  student-driven  group 
has  a  real  role  to  play. 

Okihiro  compares  her  experience 
on  the  committee  with  some  student 
union  conferences  she  has  attended 
in  North  America.  "1  was  shocked  at 
how  little  responsibility  and  even  re- 
spect students  are  given  elsewhere," 
she  says.  As  art  committee  members, 
"we  set  our  own  budgets,  plan  all  of 
our  own  programming,  and  buy  art  to 
build  Hart  House's  world-renowned 


collection." 

Okay,  so  this  institution  may  be  dif- 
ferent than  most.  "Of  course,  there  is 
always  a  bit  of  bureaucracy  to  work 
past,"  Okihiro  reflects,  "But  it's  good 
to  learn  how  to  see  beyond  that." 

Currently  running  at  the  Justina  M. 
Barnicke  Gallery  is  Ryszard Litwiniuk's 
sculptural  installation  Infinite  Transi- 
tions. 

The  Hart  House  Visual  Art  Committee's 
annual  'Zine  Fair  happens  Wednesday, 
March  10  from  11  am-2  pm.  The  com- 
mittee is  also  hosting  the  Hart  House  Art 
Competition  (open  to  all  U  of  T  students 
and  Hart  House  members),  which  has 
cash  prizes  for  the  top  three  selections. 
The  deadline  is  the  day  after  tomorrow, 
so  hurry!  For  more  info,  see  the  gallery's 
website  at  www.utoronto.ca/gallery. 
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Forty  years  of  struggle  to  put 
women  on  the  map 


by  REBECCA  ADDELMAN 

VARSITY  STAFF  


Long  gone  are  the  days  when  hockey 
pucks  get  lost  under  players'  skirts 
and  a  basketball  court  boasts  a  six- 
foot  high  ceiling.  Unimaginable  to 
us  now,  there  once  was  a  time  when 
these  were  the  lived  realities  of  fe- 
male athletes  at  U  of  T. 

"We  have  to  struggle  at  every- 
thing," said  sport  historian  Helen 
Gurney,  "it's  true  at  every  campus, 
including  this  one."  Last  week,  as  the 
university  celebrated  120  years  of 
Great  Women  on  campus,  the  Facul- 
ty of  Physical  Education  and  Health 
(FPEH)  bestowed  its  own  accolades 
on  the  sporty  female  in  a  series  of 
lectures  and  activities  entitled  "Ac- 
tive Women's  Week." 

Gurney,  described  as  a  "pioneer- 
ing expert  on  women  in  sport  on 
campus,"  and  a  "quiet  giant  of  activ- 
ism and  leadership,"  wrapped  the 
celebratory  week  up  with  her  talk  on 
the  evolution  of  women's  athletics 
right  here  at  U  of  T. 

Beginning  in  1883,  Gurney 
sketched  a  slap  dash  history  of  U  of 
T  women  in  sport,  dipping  into  the 
post-war  periods  and  winding  up  in 
1959 — the  year  that  a  separate  facil- 
ity for  female  athletics  on  campus 
was  first  commissioned.  The  Clara 
Benson  building,  now  a  wing  of  the 
larger  Athletic  Centre  in  the  heart 
of  U  of  T's  St.  George  campus,  was 
the  first  building  constructed  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  accommodating 
the  growing  number  of  university 
women's  leagues  and  intercollegiate 
sports  teams. 


MAX  MEYER 

It's  been  a  long  strange  trip:  historian  Helen  Gurney  explores  120  years  of  women  and  sport  at  U  of  T. 


Demand  for  the  women's  building 
snowballed  over  what  Gurney  calls  a 
"40  year  struggle."  During  this  time, 
women's  athletics  evolved  at  U  of  T 
from  the  occasional  tennis  and  skat- 
ing club  into  a  full-fledged  intercolle- 
giate program.  As  early  as  the  1890's, 
back  when  St.  Hilda's  College  [the 
women's  branch  of  Trinity  college] 
was  located  on  Queen  Street  West, 
a  women's  basketball  league  had 
begun  to  flourish  at  U  of  T.  And  much 
to  the  University  College  team's  cha- 
grin, St.  Hilda's  wanted  to  get  in  on 


the  action.  "Imagine  going  to  Queen 
St.  W.  in  a  horse  and  buggy,"  chuck- 
led Gurney.  "That  was  like  going  out 
of  town.  So,  they  went  out  of  town  to 
play" 

The  lack  of  proper  facility  space, 
however,  cramped  female  athletic 
development  at  the  university  for  a 
long  while.  With  no  building  to  call 
their  own,  and  entry  to  Hart  House 
denied  to  women  until  1972,  female 
campus  leaders  were  forced  to  put 
up  a  fight.  "We  didn't  want  to  take 
away  from  something  the  men  had," 


said  Gurney,  "we  just  wanted  to  be 
up  to  where  they  were."  As  a  result, 
female  athletes  bounced  around 
campus  using  whatever  gymnasium, 
pool,  and  field  space  they  could  get 
their  hands  on  until  the  Benson 
building  came  along. 

Borrowing  heavily  from  her  own 
experiences  as  an  athlete  at  U  of  T 
in  the  1930's,  Gurney  delighted  her 
audience  with  anecdotes  of  a  by- 
gone era.  For  certain  championship 
matches,  such  as  basketball  or  swim- 
ming, Gurney  recalls  that  Hart  House 


would  make  an  exception  to  the  gen- 
der rule  and  play  host  to  women's 
teams  from  across  the  country. 

"It  was  rather  an  insult  to  U  of 
T  that  other  campuses  came  here 
and  were  subjected  to  this  kind  of 
treatment,"  said  Gurney  of  the  in- 
adequate spaces  available  to  female 
athletes  pre-1959.  "It  was  only  after 
I  left  university  that  I  realized  what 
a  rotten  deal  we  had  in  those  days. 
There  were  ups  and  downs,  but  once 
we  got  a  building,  things  just  kept 
sailing  from  there." 

This  is  the  reason  that  the  univer- 
sity and  the  FPEH  decided  to  take 
a  week  for  a  special  celebration  of 
women  in  sports.  The  struggle  for 
equity  in  athletics,  between  all  men 
and  all  women,  has  been  a  long 
one — and  one  that  is  far  from  over. 
As  Margaret  MacNeill,  director  for 
the  Centre  for  Girls'  and  Women's 
Health  and  Physical  Activity,  points 
out,  there  continue  to  be  a  variety 
of  barriers  to  equity  in  athletics. 
Generational  and  cultural  barriers 
are  two  of  the  most  common.  "Bar- 
riers for  all  the  diverse  groups  are 
quite  different,"  says  MacNeill.  "We 
need  to  make  sure  that  women  come 
in  here  [the  AC]  and  think  'this  is  a 
place  where  I  want  to  belong  and  can 
belong.'" 

To  the  current  and  future  genera- 
tions of  equity-rights  activists  who 
continue  the  struggle  for  athletic 
diversification,  Gurney  has  only  this 
advice:  "When  you  run  into  a  brick 
wall,  don't  try  to  bash  through  it. 
Just  try  to  find  another  way  around 
it.  That  way  you'll  get  there  faster 
and  you  won't  kill  yourself." 


Wrestling  with  the  enemy: 
Feng  moves  on  to  national 
championships 


by  PETER  CUNNINGHAM 


Jimmy  Feng  is  about  to  head  where 
almost  no  man  has  gone  before. 
Captain  of  the  men's  Varsity  Blues 
wrestling  team  and  third-year  stu- 
dent, Feng  is  poised  to  become  the 
first  Blues  wrestler  to  participate  in 
the  Canadian  Interuniversity  Sport 
(CIS)  championships  since  coach 
Peter  Brown  actually  had  hair. 

It  was  a  grueling  road,  however, 
to  get  to  the  national  level  competi- 
tion. Over  reading  week,  while  most 
students  were  catching  up  on  sleep, 
work,  drinking,  or  all  of  the  above, 
Feng  was  training  for  the  Ontario 
provincial  (OUA)  championships 
hosted  Saturday,  Feb.  21  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Western  Ontario. 

Feng  made  the  decision  to  drop 
from  the  67  kg  weight  class  to  61 
kg.  For  those  of  you  keeping  score, 
that's  dropping  from  about  147 
pounds  to  134  (and  you  thought 
your  reading  week  was  a  bummer). 

A  formidable  task,  but  nonethe- 
less one  which  Feng  would  accom- 


plish on  his  way  to  a  third  place 
finish  and  a  berth  in  the  CIS  champi- 
onships. After  already  establishing 
himself  as  a  formidable  contender 
at  65  kg  earlier  in  the  year,  one 
might  ask  why  Feng  decided  to 
put  himself  through  such  torture. 
"Wrestling's  the  kind  of  sport  where 
any  edge  you  can  gain  on  your  op- 
ponent can  be  the  difference  in  the 
match.  I  just  figured  that  if  I  lost  the 
weight  I  would  have  a  huge  edge 
strength-wise,"  he  said. 

From  the  start,  it  didn't  look  like 
that  "edge"  was  working  out  the  way 
Feng  had  planned.  After  making  the 
weight  the  previous  Friday  night, 
Feng  got  off  to  a  rough  start  on 
Saturday  morning.  Drawing  return- 
ing OUA  champion  Josiah  Boyd  of 
McMaster  in  the  first  round  of  pool 
action,  Feng  suffered  a  demoralizing 
loss  to  start  off  his  day.  "I  tried  not 
to  let  the  loss  get  me  down,"  he  said. 
"I  knew  he  was  a  good  wrestler,  and 
just  focused  on  what  still  needed  to 
be  done  instead  of  dwelling  on  what 
couldn't  be  changed."  Knowing  that 


the  worst  was  behind  him  already, 
Feng  refocused  his  energy  and  was 
a  force  to  be  reckoned  with  for  the 
rest  of  the  tournament. 

Feng  won  his  next  match  with 
relative  ease,  delivering  two  dev- 
astating throws  to  his  Brock  oppo- 
nent on  his  way  to  an  eventual  pin. 
Coming  out  of  his  three-man  pool 
in  second  place,  Feng  had  to  win 
his  crossover  match  for  third  and 
fourth  in  order  to  qualify  for  the  CIS 
championships. 

In  a  strange  twist  of  fate,  Feng 
would  first  face  an  opponent  from 
Lakehead  who  had  beaten  him  just 
three  weeks  previous  in  that  very 
same  gym  at  the  Western  Open. 
"It  was  a  close  match  the  time  be- 
fore, so  it's  not  like  I  ever  saw  it  as 
impossible.  It's  almost  like  I  had  an 
advantage  because  I  had  nothing  to 
lose.  Earlier  in  the  year  I  had  a  few 
matches  against  guys  who  I  had 
beaten  earlier  in  the  same  day  and 
lost  both  times!  For  whatever  rea- 
son it  just  seems  harder  to  beat  a 
guy  that  second  time  around." 


COURTESVOFJIMMYFENG 


Jimmy  Feng  taking  down  an  opponent  in  fairer  weather.  Captain  of 
the  wrestling  team,  Feng  will  head  to  the  CIS  championships  this 
weekend. 


From  the  looks  of  the  rematch,  you 
never  would  have  guessed  that  the 
first  one  was  even  close,  let  alone 
in  the  other  wrestler's  favour.  From 
the  very  beginning  of  the  match  it 
was  apparent  that  Jimmy  was  not 
going  to  let  his  previous  defeat 
affect  his  approach.  After  scoring 
multiple  takedown  and  back  points 
with  his  signature  front  headlock, 
Feng  secured  his  place  at  the  CIS 
championships  with  a  13-5  victory 
over  his  Lakehead  counterpart. 

Even  though  Feng  is  known  to 
be  rather  mild-mannered,  not  even 
he  could  remain  calm  after  his 


milestone  victory.  Embracing  team- 
mates and  grinning  from  ear  to  ear, 
it  was  clear  that  all  the  hard  work 
and  sacrifice  had  been  worth  it.  "It 
was  awesome,  just  indescribable," 
he  said. 

Don't  break  out  the  champagne 
bottles  yet  though,  because  Feng's 
fortune  isn't  sealed.  He  will  be 
competing  on  March  5th  and  6th 
at  Brock  University  for  the  highly 
coveted  and  sought  after  CIS  title.  If 
you  see  him  on  campus,  offer  Feng 
congratulations  and  good  luck,  but 
if  he  asks,  don't  let  him  have  a  bite  of 
your  pizza — he's  got  weight  to  lose. 
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The  Varsity 


SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED 

Looking  for  men  between  the  ages  of 
18-38  to  participate  in  a  sperm  donor 
program  tfiat  pays  up  to  $190  weekly. 
CallXYTEX  at  416-924-3021. 

CAMP  COUNSELORS  WANTED 

For  private  Michigan  boys/gilrs  camps. 
Teach!  Swimming,  canoeing,  skiing,  sail- 
ing, sports,  computers,  tennis,  archery, 
riding,  crafts,  climbing,  golf,  guitar  & 
more!  Office  maintenance  jobs  too. 
Salary  $1750  on  up  plus  room/bd.  Apply 
online  www.greenwoodscamp.com,  or 
call  888-459-2492. 

HELP  WANTED 

Tutoring,  dance  instructors,  bar  staff, 
waiter/waitress,  ESL  teachers  needed. 
Contact:  416-993-2771. 

MODELS  REQUIRED 

For  hair  cutting,  colouring  and  styling. 
Call  manager  at  Salon  Vivace  416-324- 
9008. 

POSTER  PERSON  NEEDED 

To  place  posters  on  poles  around 
campus  and  to  place  on  boards  within 
the  school.  Good  pay  rate.  International 
students  welcome.  Details  416-280-6113. 


LARGE  BEACH  DUPLEX  ON  AN 
AMAZING  STREET 

Stunning  2  storey,  2  bedrooms,  2  modern 
baths,  fireplace,  skylights,  &  free  top 
deck.  $1,800  plus  utilities.  Available  mid 
April.  Call  416-690-5100  Dianne  Chaput. 


Classifieds^ 

STYLISH  STUDENT  ACCOMMODATION 

At  centrally  located  Toronto  Hotel. 
Unique,  modern,  fully  furnished  accom- 
modations, incl.  'phone,  TV/cable, 
high-speed  DSL  internet  access.  24  hr. 
security.  Sept.-Aprhousing.  (No  12  mth. 
commitment  req'd).  Rates  from:  $725.00 
per  mth.  Tours  avail.  Mon.  -  Fri.  9:00 
am  -  5:00  pm.  Ill  Carlton  Street.  Call 
Joseph:  416-977-8000. 

SHORT  TERM  SUBLET 

Bachelor  apartment  +  parking  April/May 
-  $750  a  month.  Spadina  and  Harbord, 
good  building:  bright,  clean,  unfur- 
nished. Close  to  libraries,  AC,  TTC  and 
Bloor  St.  Possibility  of  negotiating  new 
lease  at  the  end  of  May.  Call  416-928- 
6669. 


FOR  PARTY  BOOKINGS  CALL 
THE  BEDFORD: 

416-966-4450  Ballroom  or  416-921-4600 
Academy. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compufiow. 
416/539-9443. 

BILL  GATES  NEVER  GRADUATED 
FROM  COLLEGE 

Seize  the  opportunity  while  you're 
young!  We'll  help  you  get  started  with 
an  internet  business  for  only  $99,  please 
visit:  www.volcanica.com  and  click  on 
BUSINESS  CONSULTING,  contact  us  at: 
startyourinternetbusiness@yahoo.com 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor,  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ESSAY  RESEARCH-&  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies.  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessav@bellnet.ca 

PUBLIC  SPEAKING  ~ 

Increase  confidence,  credibility, 
charisma.  Practice  skills:  best  body 
language,  dynamic  voice,  professional 
language  and  more.  Complimentary 
book.  Patricia,  motivational  speaker. 
416-763-2540. 

"  PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Explore  avenues  of  greater  self-aware- 
ness, personal  well-being  and  enhanced 
productivity.  Flexible  fee  scale.  Toronto 
trained.  Dana  Carciumaru.  M.A., 
O.A.C.C.RR  Tel:  416-457-1878. 


THOROUGH,  FAST  EDITING 

Of  theses,  term  papers,  applications. 
Expertise  in  human  rights,  world  business, 
English  literature.  Resume  available  upon 
request.  Call  V.  Smith,  (416)  690-2576. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue -Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 
issue -Monday  noon.  Enquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ad8@thevarsity.ca 


Toronto  Dining  Discounts 

Association  o*  Restaurants 

2forl 

DINING 

194  "2  for  1"  visits 
at  63  restaurants  in 

TORONTO 


details 
online! 


www. 

TDO.ca 

get  ttiem  at 
Ryerson  University  & 
George  Brown  College  Bookstores 


no  membership  /  fully  transferable 


Summer  Camp  Jobs  in  the  U.S.A. 

Lakeside  Residential  Girls  Camp  in  Maine  •  Visas  Arranged 

Counselors:  Combined  childcare/teaching.  Must  be  able  to  teach  or  lead  one  or  more 
of  the  following  activities:  gymnastics,  tennis,  swim,  sail,  canoe,  water  ski,  arts 
(including  stained  glass,  sewing,  jewelry,  wood,  photo),  dance,  music,  theatre,  archery, 
wilderness  trips,  field  sports,  equestrian. 

Service  Workers:  including  openings  for  kitchen,  laundry,  housekeeping,  secretaries, 
maintenance  &  grounds,  and  kitchen  supervisor. 

Non-smokers.  June  i8  to  August  25.  Attractive  salary  (US)  plus  travel  allowance. 
To  Apply:  Applications  and  photo  gallery  are  available  on  our  website: 
www.kippewa.com  or  contact  us  at  the  numbers  listed  below  for  a  staff 
brochure. 

Kippewa,  Box  340,  Westwood,  Massachusetts,  02090-0340,  U.S.A. 
tel:  781-762-8291  I  fax:  781-255-7167 


St.irt  Your  (;nreer  in  the  Boominsi  Spa  liuliistiy  ami  (lomplumcntar)'  Health  Held 

Become  a  Thai  Massage  Professional 

Thai  Massage  is  one  of  the  world'.s  oldest  .and  most  revered  healing  arts. 
Tliai  -Massage  Professionals  are  in  demand  in  spas  and  health  clinics  around  the  world 
Asian  Spa  Therapies  ol' Vancouver,  British  (  loluiiibia,  iias  joined  forces  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  Thailand  to  offer  an  800-lloiir  Training  Projiram  in  Thai 
Massage  for  the  first  time  in  North  America. 

This  program  is  the  internationally-recognized  standard  for  Thai  Massage  training. 
The  first  full-time  program  will  run  from  May-Nin-.  2004  in  Toronto. 
For  more  information,  contact  Asian  Spa  Therapies  at: 


Asian  Spa 

THEHAPIES  INC 

Phone:  1 .866. 988. .^230  F.-ninil:  iiifoCSasiansi-iatherapies.com 
108-245  Fell  Avenue.  North  Vancouver,  BC  (Canada 

^v^vw.asiauspathe^apies.com 


CBC  Radio  Presents  the  Third  Annual  Poetry  Championship 

POETRY 

FACE-OFF 

FULL     CONTACT  POETRY 


Who  Will  Be 
The  Lost 
One  Standing? 


See  VcTDcs  D/namics  £xp!c 


r  Before  •  Watch  Poets  Co 


!  tor  the  Coveted  PFO  Cup 


14  VENUES  AND  70  POETS  ACROSS  THE  COUNTRY  •  ONE  NATIONAL  CHAMPION! 

VENUE: 

Hugh's  Room 

Tickets  are  free,  but  must  be  reserved  in  advance.  Please  call  416-531-6604. 

2261  Dundas  St.  West 

DATE      &      T  !  M  E  : 

March  10,  2004  at  8:00pm 
Avril  Benoit  (Here  and  Now) 

POETS: 

d'bi. young,  Spin,  Louise  Back, 
Gary  Barwin,  Heather  Hermant 
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John  Ralston  Saul's  most  excellent  lecture  series 


by  GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 
VARSITY  STAFF 


"Most  people  get  the  impression 
that  Canada,  as  we  know  it,  just  sort 
of  popped  out  of  a  hat  in  1867,"  says 
novelist,  historian,  and  essayist  His 
Excellency  John  Ralston  Saul.  "And 
that  has  some  real  problems  at- 
tached to  it.  It's  a  very  abstract  and 
power-oriented  view  of  the  country, 
and  there's  no  intellectual  content, 
there's  no  sense  of  what  was  the  con- 
cept of  'the  public  good'  in  Canada  at 
the  time  of  confederation." 

Ralston  Saul — who  is  best-known 
to  most  Canadians  for  being  married 
to  Governor  General  Adrienne  Clark- 
son — is  promoting  the  Lafontaine- 
Baldwin  Lecture,  an  annual  event 
that  he  originated  in  2000  and  hosts 


along  with  the  Dominion  Institute. 
Named  for  two  19"'  century  Cana- 
dian reformers  and  statesmen,  Louis 
Lafontaine  and  Robert  Baldwin,  the 
lecture  looks  for  indicators  of  Cana- 
da's future  as  a  democracy  by  focus- 
ing on  its  pre-confederation  past. 

"The  serious  discussions  and  ar- 
guments about  the  public  good  [in 
Canada]  took  place,  1  suppose,  be- 
tween 1810  and  1855,"  says  Ralston 
Saul.  "The  idea  is  that  from  this 
basis  you  can  project  a  debate  about 
the  public  good  in  Canada  from  the 
middle  of  the  19"'  century  through 
to  today.  It  gives  you  an  interesting 
intellectual  base  to  do  that  projec- 
tion from-. 

"1  think  people  are  not  used  to  that 
because  they've  been  so  used  to  be- 
ing told  that  it's  really  about  transfer 


payments,  or  it's  really  about  some- 
thing very  very  precise  and  some- 
thing very  immediate." 

This  year's  lecture  will  be  deliv- 
ered by  David  Malouf,  an  Australian 
novelist  and  poet.  "We  spent  a  year 
talking  about  this:  if  we  were  to  start 
working  in,  every  three  or  four  years, 
a  non-Canadian,  what  kind  of  person 
could  bring  a  point  of  view  that 
would  actually  fuel  the  debate  inside 
Canada?  In  other  words,  not  make  us 
simply  look  rather  passively  at  some- 
one else,  but  actually  somebody  who 
could  bring  something  to  the  debate 
that  would  resonate  with  Canada. 

"Australia  is  very  similar  to  Can- 
ada, and  it's  not  simply  the  British 
origin;  it's  the  federalism,  it's  the 
power  of  the  regions — you  could 
almost  literally  go  through  and 


say  Melbourne,  Toronto;  Sydney, 
Montreal;  Perth,  Vancouver;  we're 
along  the  southern  border,  they're 
all  around  the  sea  coast,  most  of  the 
time  turning  our  back  on  90  per  cent 
of  the  country.  So  1  think  he's  going 
to  bring  an  interesting,  slightly  out- 
side-of-the-logic  view  of  Canada  as 
seen  through  the  eyes  of  Australia. 

"Talking  about  Australia,  talking 
about  Canada,  talking  about  the 
possibilities  of  the  two  places." 

The  topic  of  the  lecture,  Ralston 
Saul  says,  is  a  surprise  every  year, 
so  Malouf's  particular  subject  will 
be  unknown  until  he  gets  here, 
although  a  comparison  of  the  two 
countries  seems  very  likely. 

The  lecture  is  on  Friday,  March  12 
at  7  pm  at  Convocation  Hall.  Tickets 
are  $10  for  the  public  and  $5  for 


His  Excellency  John  Ralston  Saul. 

students.  Following  Malouf's  talk 
will  be  a  panel  discussion  featur- 
ing Ralston  Saul,  who  delivered  the 
lecture  in  2000,  Alain  Dubuc,  who 
gave  it  in  2001,  national  columnist 
Paul  Wells  and  writer  Irshad  Manji. 
The  next  morning  at  10  a.m.  there 
is  a  free  Town  Hall  discussion  in  the 
Canada  Court  of  the  Royal  Ontario 
Museum. 


Library  storage  will  cost  $6  million 


byBRONWYNKIENAPPLE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Storage  problems  at  the  U  of  T  Library 
is  threatening  its  prestigious  position. 
The  library  is  comparable  with  top  Ivy 
League  schools,  yet  because  of  a  lack 
of  space  to  properly  house  volumes, 
the  collection  is  in  danger  of  losing  its 
value. 

"If  we  put  all  of  our  money  into  our 
cissets,  when  we  get  a  great  collection, 


we  can't  say  that  we  can't  store  it  prop- 
erly," said  Ron  Venter,  Vice-Provost  of 
Space  and  Facilities  Planning. 

Chief  Librarian,  Carole  Moore  said 
that  the  library  is  struggling  to  stay 
open.  "We're  already  overloaded  and 
over  capacity  in  all  libraries  virtually. . . 
Things  are  so  overcapacity,  it's  difficult 
to  keep  in  order" 

The  solution  appears  to  be  a  new 
storage  facility  in  Downsview,  the  cur- 
rent site  of  U  of  T's  Institute  of  Aero- 
space Studies  as  well  as  U  of  T  Press. 


The  building  would  not  be  open  to 
students  or  faculty.  Only  low-use  books 
would  be  housed  and  all  would  be  avail- 
able by  order. 

The  Wcirehouse  will  still  cost  $6 
million,  which  is  to  be  borrowed  and 
paid  back  over  a  20-40  year  term.  Its 
construction  is  made  possible  by  post- 
ponement of  the  development  of  the 
Economics  Building. 

U  of  T's  borrowing  capacity  is  es- 
timated to  be  $620  million,  a  number 
which  the  university  plans  on  exceed- 


ing. Venter  acknowledges  this  limit  but 
insists  its  exact  position  is  subjective. 
"It's  a  number  to  tell  us  that  there's  not 
much  flexibility  to  go  more.  So  we're 
coming  close  to  our  limits,  [but  they] 
aren't  black  and  white." 

Despite  this  extensive  debt.  Venter 
insists  the  new  warehouse  is  vital.  "We 
wouldn't  be  going  forward  if  it  wasn't 
high  priority.  We're  starting  to  lose  an 
asset. .  .we've  got  to  move  or  we're  wast- 
ing good  space  downtown." 

Downtown  was  indeed  seen  as 
ideal  for  the  new  storage  facility.  An 
extension  behind  Robarts  library  was 
proposed  but  high  costs  and  aesthetics 
made  the  option  unfeasible.  UTSC  and 


Into  the 
cosmos 


Music 
mania 


UTM  also  refused  the  project.  Both  sub- 
urban campuses  already  have  detailed 
plans  in  terms  of  space  development. 

The  Downsview  location  turned  out 
to  be  the  most  viable  option.  "It  was 
the  least  expensive  and  the  most  ac- 
ceptable to  all  campuses,"  said  Sachin 
Aggarwal,  a  student  rep  on  the  Planning 
and  Budget  Committee  of  the  Govern- 
ing Council. 

Moore  also  hopes  that  it  will  enable 
the  library  to  better  cater  to  students. 
"We're  hoping  it  will  be  a  better  service 
because  we  will  have  space  to  shelve 
them  [the  books]  properly." 

See  .V7  0/f  467r  on  page  5 
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HART  HOUSE 

Upfgrsit^f  Toronto 


chaUeng^j-  change 

Tio'YEARS 
OF  GREAT 

WOMEN 

UNIVERSITY 
*/^TORONTO 


Hart  House  celebrates  120  years 
of  Great  Women  at  the  University 
of  Toronto 


Tuesday,  March  9 

Community  Kitchen  -  Environment  Week,  Local  and  Organic,  5pm  in  the  Lower 
Kitchen.  $5.  Sign  up  at  the  Hall  Porter's  Desk. 

Bridge  -  Duplicate  Play,  Bridge  Duplicate  Play,  6:30pm  in  the  Reading  Room. 

Wednesday,  March  10 

5-Buck  Lunch  -  "Diner/Comics"  featuring  "Zine"  Fair,  1 1 :30am-2pm  in  The  Great 
Hall-  $5.  Student  artists  with  their  zines  are  part  of  The  Art  Series. 
Art  and  Photography  Competitions  -  Exhibition  Opening,  7-8:30pm  in  the 
Justina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery.  Free.  All  welcome. 

YUK  YUK's  Women's  Comedy  Night-  8:30-1 1 :30pm  in  the  Arbor  Room.  The 
laughs  are  on  the  Housel  Licenced.  No  cover.  Ail  welcome! 

Thursday,  March  11 

Social  Justice  Environment  Weef(  Fair-  "Creative  Sustainability",  $5  "Slow 
Food"  lunch,  1 1 :30am-2pm  in  the  Great  Hail. 

Dinner  Series  -  Brock  Fenton,  "Bats  and  the  Environment".  6pm  reception  for 
6:30pm  dinner  Single  tickets:  Alumni  members/guests  $45,  U  of  T  students  $25, 
416.978.4732. 

High  Ceilings:  DJ  Nite  -  Aziiam,  Women  poets  &  Emcees,  9pm  in  the  Arbor 
Room.  Licensed.  No  cover  Free. 

Friday,  March  12 

DELECTABLE  DIVAS  II  -  8:30pm  in  the  Great  Hall.  A  closing  cabaret  celebration 
of  120  years  of  great  women  at  UofT.  Host  Marta  Chavez.  Comedy,  music,  dance, 
cash  bar,  and  delectable  desserts.  Free.  All  welcome. 
Jazz  at  Oscar's  - 10  o  Clock  Band,  9pm  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Licensed.  No  cover 

Sunday,  March  14 

Sunday  Concert- Violinist,  Jasper  Wood,  3pm  in  The  Great  Hall.  Free. 

UPCOMING 

Children's  Reading  Ser/es  with  Sharon  Jennings,  author  of  "Franklin  the  Turtle  '. 
Sat.  Mar.  20  at  1pm  in  the  East  Common  Room.  Free  for  families.  Refreshments. 
Amateur  Radio  Club  General  Meeting  vMh  guest  speaker,  Leo  Kelly,  Mon.  Mar 
1 5, 6pm.  Check  at  Hall  Porter's  Desk  for  room.  Light  refreshments. 
"Martini  Night:  Shaken  Not  Stirred"  ~  Mend  this  ice-breaker  and  learn  how  to 
make  the  perfect  martini.  This  special  v^elcome  back  event  invites  recent  UofT 
alumni  to  join  the  mix-  a  recipe  for  fun  and  a  relaxing  evening.  Tue.  Mar  23  at 
7pm  in  the  Music  Room.  Advance  tickets  are  now  available.  Register  at  the 
Membership  Services  Office  416.978.4732.  UofT  alumni  $35,  UofT  students  $30. 
Tickets  are  non-transferrabie. 

Camera  Club  Classes-  "More  About  Imaging",  1  -4pm,  Wed.  Mar.  24  at  Robarts 
Libran/.  $25. 

Register  on-line  at  www.utoronto.ca/cat/whatson/computerlab_workshops/gr.html 
Formal  Debate  featuring  Conservative  MPP,  Jim  Flaherty,  Thurs.  Mar.  25  at 
7:30pm  in  the  Debates  Room.  Free.  Ail  welcome. 
Onoscatopoeia  Jazz  Choir  Concert- Fri.  Mar  26  at  9pm  in  the  Arbor  Room. 
Symphonic  Band  Concert-  Sat.  Mar.  27  at  8pm  in  the  Great  Hall. 
Chamber  Strings  Concert  -  Mon.  Mar  29  at  8pm  in  the  Great  Hall. 
Graduate  Committee's  Mystery  Evening  -  Fri.  Apr  23,  "From  fvlonkeys  to 
Muskets:  The  Rude  Mechanicals",  7pm  reception  for  7:30pm  shm  in  the  Great 
Hali.  $42  alumni  and  each  guest;  $32  UofT  students.  Tickets  available  at  the 
Membership  Services  Office. 

ART  416.978,8398 

The  Justina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery-  Winners  of  the  Art  and  Photography 

Competitions.  Mar.  1 1  -.Apr  8. 

The  Arbor  Room  -  Noor  Mohammed  "Vi/ater  Forms".  Runs  to  Apr.  25. 

ATHLETICS  416.978.2447 

Space  still  available  in  Session  II  Golf  and  Squash  classes.  Register  in  Membership 
Services  Office. 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  Office:  416-978-8668 

U  of  T  Engineering  Society  presents  Skule"'-'  Nite  -  The  Engineering  Musical  & 
Comedy  Revue  Wed,  March  10  to  Sat,  March  13  @  8pm  &  Sat  2pm  matinee. 
Tickets:  $10  vwA\'.skulenite.skule.ca 

Hart  House  Theatre  presents  THE  BALD  SOPRANO  &  JACK  OR  THE  SUBMISSION 

A  DOUBLE  BILL  of  Eugene  lonesco's  absurdist  one-act  play  masterpieces  directed 
by  Dan  Leberg.  Thurs,  fvlarch  18  to  Sat,  March  27.  Tickets:  $15  /  $12  students  & 
seniors 


U  of  T  registers  300th  club  of  the  year 


by  KIM  WILTON 


In  what  lias  been  an  extremely  suc- 
cessful year,  the  office  of  Student 
Affairs  has  passed  their  usual  tally 
of  roughly  225  recognized  clubs. 
The  recognition  of  the  Cricket  As- 
sociation of  the  University  of  To- 
ronto on  Feb.  4  marked  the  300th 
student  club  to  be  recognized  in 
this  academic  year. 

Wishing  to  boost  the  popularity 
of  cricket  on  the  downtown  cam- 
pus was  the  driving  force  behind 
the  establishment  of  this  club.  A 
growing  U  of  T  has  produced  a 
growing  list  of  student  clubs. 

In  a  university  as  large  as  U  of 
T,  student  clubs  play  a  vital  part. 
They  provide  students  with  en- 
tertainment and  activity  outside 
the  classroom.  Giving  students  a 
chance  to  meet  others  with  similar 
interests  or  backgrounds  helps 
them  become  involved  in  the  U  of 
T  community.  The  clubs  are  open 
to  all  students,  faculty,  staff  and 
alumni  of  the  university.  Some 
clubs  have  membership  fees  while 


others  are  free  to  join. 

With  interests  ranging  from  poli- 
tics to  religion,  sports,  literature 
and  food,  the  student  clubs  offer 
something  for  everyone's  tastes. 
Planning  a  career  in  corporate 
law?  Check  out  the  Corporate  Law 
club.  Interested  in  dance?  You  can 
pick  from  one  of  the  eight  student 
dance  clubs.  Want  to  be  a  socialist 
activist?  Try  the  Spartacus  Youth 
club.  Need  a  study  buddy?  Look 
up  the  Student  Buddy  club.  Have 
a  sweet  tooth?  The  Yummy  Food 
club  can  help  you  out.  Are  you  a 
fan  of  Freud?  Perhaps  the  Psycho- 
analytical society  will  be  of  inter- 
est. Always  wanted  to  join  a  book 
club?  The  Enriching  Our  Lives 
Book  club  might  be  what  you're 
looking  for. 

Thinking  of  starting  a  club?  For 
a  club  to  become  recognized  by 
the  Office  of  Student  affairs,  the 
members  must  produce  a  consti- 
tution, detailing  the  purpose  of 
the  club  and  how  the  club  would 
function  with  regards  to  elections, 


finances  and  meetings.  After  your 
constitution  is  created,  you  can 
apply  for  official  recognition  from 
the  University  and  the  Students' 
Administration  Council.  Accord- 
ing to  Jim  Delaney,  the  associate 
director  of  student  affairs,  the 
recognition  process  usually  takes 
around  two  weeks  to  complete. 
If  a  club  is  refused  recognition, 
Delaney  recommends  that  they  re- 
view their  constitution  and  make 
any  necessary  changes. 

If  a  club  is  granted  recognition 
from  the  university,  it  is  eligible 
for  space  for  meetings  and  events, 
office  areas,  and  Web  space.  Rec- 
ognition from  SAC  gives  clubs 
eligibility  for  funding,  publicity, 
planning  and  free  photocopying. 
Student  clubs  are  granted  recog- 
nition for  one  year,  beginning  on 
Aug.  1,  and  expiring  on  Sep.  30  of 
each  year.  Recognized  clubs  must 
renew  their  status  each  year,  and 
last  year  more  than  half  of  the 
clubs  decided  to  renew  their  rec- 
ognition. 


"Because  Practice  Without  Approach  is  Hazardous." 

For  a  legal  problem  you  want  a  lawyer. 
For  an  LSAT  book  you  want  the  finest  author. 
For  an  LSAT  PREP  Course  you  want  the  finest  teacher. 
Only  prep.com  offers  all  three! 

This  spring  and  summer  John  Richardson,  BA.,  LLB,  J.D,  author  of 
Mastering  the  LSAT  and  Law  School  Bound  will  for  the  23"*  . 
consecutive  year  PERSONALLY  teach  his  LIVE  program  on  the  U  of  T 
campus.  The  Mastering  The  LSAT  program  begins  May  8  and  May  15. 
Weekend  Prep  starts  May  8,  May  15,  May  29  &  June  4. 


To  suscribe  to  the  Law  School  Bound 
email  newsletter,  email:  lawnews@prep.com 


^  GMAT  -  MCAT  -  GRE 

(416)  410-PREP  -  learn@prep.com  -  www.prep.com 


'  Mandarine' 
Club 

247  Spadlna  Ave  (2nd  Floor) 


I    No  Cover  I 


student  Card  Required  19-h 

Open  Fridays  and 
Saturdays  9pm  -  Sam 


DUNDAS  STW 


A  great  Bookstore—  and  so  much  more! 


An  exceptional  gift  for 
a  remarkable  accomplishment 


Buy  Your  Ring  Now  and 
You'll  Save  10% 


Ring  Days  at  U  of  T: 

St.  George:  11:00am  to  3:00pm 

Wed  MarlOth  to  Fri  Mar  12th 

Sidney  Smith  lobhy  (100)  St.  George  Street) 


UofT, 


Quality  JOSTENS  graduation  rings 
are  custom  made  to  your  order! 


yostens 


Hart  House  Unlversicy  of  Toronto 

7  Hart  House  Circle,  Toronto  M5S  3H3,  Ontario 
Phone:4 1 6,978.2452  www.harthoijse.utoronto.ca 


University  of  Toronto  Booicstore 

214  College  St.,  Toronto 
(416)  978-7919  for  more  information 

www.uoftbookstore.com 


newsta'thevarsity.ca 


News 


Governing  Council  undergraduate  candidates  guide 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Elections  for  Governing  Council  are 
currently  on,  running  until  Friday, 
March  12.  Here  is  a  quick  look  at  the 
candidates  running  and  what  they 
stand  for  All  bios  come  from  the  Gov- 
erning Council  Web  site.  Voting  is  done 
through  the  online  service  ROSI. 

Full-time  Undergraduate 
Students,  Constituency  1 

Kerry  Black  (New  College)  —  "1  be- 
lieve that  every  student  has  the  right 
to  fair  equitable  campus  and  student 
fees,  a  safe  and  inviting  multicultural 
community,  and  access  to  a  compre- 
hensive curriculum  and  a  highly  per- 
sonalized and  supportive  academic 
environment." 

Thomas  Brown  (Transitional 
Year  Program)  —  "The  University 
of  Toronto  needs  a  Student  Centre 
for  a  number  of  reasons.  Firstly,  a 
place  where  students  can  feel  they 
belong.  In  addition,  a  Student  Centre 
will  be  a  place  for  further  personal 
growfth  outside  of  the  classroom. 
Finally,  it  will  promote  solidarity, 
which  will  increase  our  effectiveness 
to  mobilize  on  key  issues  like  a  tuition 
freeze,  environmental  issues,  and  the 
increased  quality  of  student  life  on 
all  three  campuses,  particularly  the 
suburban  ones." 

Blake  Chapman  (University  College) 
—  "I  will  work  with  others  to  develop 
and  explore  all  alternatives  before 


voting.  This  is  important  because 
the  university  MUST  be  financially 
and  physically  accessible  to  ALL  and 
there  MUST  be  alternatives  to  raising 
tuition.  I  will  work  tirelessly  with  SAC, 
college,  and  other  groups  to  make 
your  voices  heard." 

Moses  Choi  (Victoria  College)  —  "1 
wish  to  represent  the  interests  of  un- 
dergraduates on  the  Governing  Coun- 
cil in  conjunction  with  furthering  the 
ambitions  of  the  school. 

I  have  tremendous  academic  inter- 
national exposure  and  experience  in 
student  government  and  leadership 
and  believe  that  combining  these  ex- 
periences will  allow  me  to  partake  as 
an  integral  member  of  the  Governing 
Council." 

Seniii  Iman  (University  College) 
—  "With  growing  concerns  over 
tuition,  student  life,  equity,  and  qual- 
ity of  education  Senai  will  be  the 
candidate  to  represent  his  constitu- 
ency. With  a  long  list  of  experience, 
Senai  wishes  to  carry  his  leadership 
skills  to  the  governing  council  in 
2004-2005.  Currently  Senai  is  the 
President  of  UTYLA.  He  is  also  an 
executive  member  of  the  Young 
Liberals  (Scarborough  East),  and  an 
executive  with  the  Eritrean  Youth  as- 
sociation of  Toronto." 

Shaila  Kibria  (UTM)  —  "1  have  been 
with  FPUS  for  the  past  two  years. .  .first 
as  secretary,  and  then  as  president.  1 
have  attracted  130  class  reps  to  FPUS. 
There  were  none  when  1  joined.  Class 
reps  reach  3000  students  on  campus, 


and  bring  student  concerns  to  the  of- 
fice, which  our  Executive  takes  to  the 
appropriate  places  at  U  of  T  to  solve. 
These  concerns  include  asking  for 
more  evening  courses,  no  incidental 
fee  increase,  tuition  freeze,  etc.  1  now 
know  what  students  need." 

Ari   Kopolovic  (Victoria  College) 

—  "As  Chair  of  the  English  Students' 
Union,  SAC  director,  and  member 
of  the  Victoria  Board  of  Regents,  1 
know  what  it  takes  to  get  through  to 
university  administrators  and  to  get 
things  done  for  students.  On  GC  I  will 
continue  to  fight  for:  fully-funded  tu- 
ition freeze,  a  greener  campus,  an  ac- 
cessible campus,  a  new  deal  for  UTM, 
an  independent  voice  for  UTSC  and 
shorter  lines  for  Metropasses. 

Ian  MacMillan  (Woodsworth  Col- 
lege) —  "Commuter  students  are  not 
the  focus  of  student  life  on  campus, 
but  we  make  up  the  bulk  of  the  stu- 
dent body.  This  lack  is  somewhat  in- 
evitable, but  it  hurts  the  quality  of  the 
student  experience,  and  in  turn  this 
costs  the  university  millions  when 
alumni  are  asked  to  remember  their 
student  days.  This  university  should 
be  trying  to  provide,  among  other 
things,  a  student  services  centre  that 
will  have  the  capacity  and  facilities  to 
attract  and  energize  student  life  for 
all  students,  both  res  and  non-res 
together." 

Lester  Milton  (St.  Mike's  College) 

—  "Are  you  a  full-time  undergradu- 
ate student?  Then  you  have  rights! 
Exercise  those  rights  by  voting  for 


Lester  Milton  I'm  going  to  keep  this 
short  and  simple.  You  should  vote  for 
me,  Lester  Milton,  because  1  promise 
to  act  with  honesty,  good  faith  and  in 
the  best  interests  of  U  of  T." 


Mubdi  Rahman  (University  College) 

—  "Mubdi  Rahman  is  a  first-year  stu- 
dent pursuing  a  degree  in  Astronomy 
and  Physics.  Hailing  from  Toronto,  he 
has  been  involved  with  the  university 
for  a  number  of  years  through  his  as- 
tronomical research  interests.  He  is 
an  active  member  of  the  Hart  House 
Debates  Committee,  the  Physics  and 
Astronomy  Student  Union,  the  Mus- 
lim Students'  Association,  and  a  num- 
ber of  other  groups  on  campus.  His 
diverse  activities  and  interests  give 
him  a  unique  outlook  on  the  direction 
of  the  university." 

Jasdeep   Saluja  (Trinity  College) 

—  no  statement  submitted. 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 

Leo  Trottier  (University  College) 
—  "1  have  already  successfully 
worked  with  most  levels  of  University 
administration — as  a  past  SAC  Direc- 
tor, Residence  Council  Executive, 
and  currently  as  President  of  the 
Cognitive  Science  and  Al  Students  As- 
sociation. If  elected,  I  will  1)  work  to 
improve  the  quality  of  undergraduate 
teaching  through  better  TA  training 
and  more  rigorous  instructor  evalu- 
ations; 2)  press  for  the  immediate 
freezing  and  ultimate  reduction  of 
tuition  fees,  and  3)  keep  students 
informed  of  GC  issues  through  an 
interactive  web  forum." 

Preet  Virdi  (UTSC)  —  "During 
my  two-year  commitment  to  the 
Scarborough  Campus  Students" 
Union  (SCSU)  1  have  been  represent- 
ing the  needs,  concerns,  and  de- 
See  GC  on  page  6 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Empa^ic  Help  with  your  Personal  Concerns 

Moderate  Fees  •  Day/Evening/Weekend  Appointments 

ROGER  SPALDING  ,  M.A.  S.T.B. 
204  ST.  GEORGE  STREET 

416.323.3425 


UNIVERSITY  o/  TORONTO 


Attention  First-Year  Arts 
and  Science  Students! 

Need  help  choosing  a  program? 
Come  to  Arts  and  Science  Options 
2004 


University  College,  East  and  West  Hall 
St.  George  Campus 
15  King's  College  Circle 
Noon  -  2  pm 

Humanities  and  Social  Sciences 

Thursday,  March  18,  2004 

Sciences 

Friday,  March  19,  2004 

Counsellors  from  all  Arts  and  Science  programs  on  the 
St.  George  Campus  will  be  available  to  answer  your 
questions  on  courses,  programs  and  career  options. 


hart  house  art  committee 

zinefair 

at  the  5-buck  lunch 


i 


Wed.  March  10,  11:30  am  -  2:00  pm 

Check  out  the  amazing  artwork  at  the  first-ever  Hart 
House  comic  book  zine  fair!  There'll  be  amazing  deals  and 
inspiring  finds  in  these  ail-original  student  creations. 

At  the  same  time,  feast  at  the  5-buck  lunch,  hosted  by 
the  House  Committee.  Diner-style  menu  includes: 

•  burgers 

•  veggie  burgers 

•  fries  &  onion  rings 

•  green  salad 

•  grilled  cheese 

•  root  beer  floats 

All  events  are  happening  at  the  Hart  House  Great  Hall. 


lucation  series 


Hart  House  University  of  Toronto 

7  Han  House  Circle,  Toronto  M5S  3H3.  Ontario 

information:  4  1 6. 978.2452 


4    Tuesday,  March  9, 2004 


News 


news@thevarsity.ca 


On  your  FREE  10-day 
trip  to  Israel... 

Let  Israelis  show  you  Israel! 

 Q 


Thousands  worldwide  have  let  the  Israelis  of 
Oranim-birthright  Israel  show  them  the  real  Israel. 

Join  Oranim  this  summer.  It's  going  to  be  hot! 


Register  today  at 


WWW. 


Israel /=/?££ 


.com 


Multiple  Departure  Dates:  May,  June,  July  &  August  2004 
Departures  from:  Toronto,  NY,  LA,  Miami  &  Chicago 


Toll  Free:  1-888-281-1265 
info@lsraelFf?£E.com 


Hi 

OPAMW  ECiJCAIIO^lAL  (NinATTveS  LT^J 


Double  the  power  of  your  degree^ 

Id  in  your  Hand' 


The  Post-Graduate 

International  Marketing  Program 

can  put  the  global  business  community  within  your  reach. 

Learn  with  industry  practitioners.  Gain  insights  into  the  European 
market,  the  culture  and  business  environment  throughout  Latin  America, 
the  Asia  Pacific  nations,  and  the  world.  Get  hands-on  experience  with 
valuable  field  placements.  All  in  just  eight  months.  ^. 

Call  (416)  675-6622,  ext  3207,  f5|  HUMBER 

or  e-mail  peter.madott@humber.ca  The  Business  School 


www.business.humber.ca 


CREATIVE 
SU5TAINA5ILITY 

Environment  Week  Fair 

A  gathering  for  sharing,  learning,  teaching, 
and  creating  ideas  of  sustainabilitt). 


art  •  organizations  •  music 


food 


PLUS  A  $5  "slow  food"  lunch  and  speakers 
from  SLOW  FOOD  TORONTO  and  more. 

Menu  Includes:  •  Panfired  fish  with  Ginger,  Tamari  and  Scallions  'Root 
Vegetable  Tangine  •  Bulgar  Pilaf  •  Kale  &  Oregano  Pesto  with  Kalmut 
Spirals  •  Whole  Cauliflower  au  Gratin  •  Freshly  Sliced  Artisan  Breads 

•  Fresh  Creamery  Butter  &  Creme  Cheese  •  Bread  &  Butter  Pudding  with 
Preserved  Ontario  Apricots 


Thursday  March  11,  2004 
11:00am-2:00pm  (lunch  12-2) 
Great  Hall,  Hart  House 

Hart  House  Social  Justice 
http://socialjustice.sa.utoronto.ca 


Hart  House  University  of  Toroiuo 

416-978-2452  www.harthouse.utoronto.ca 


SAC  candidate  guide  (part  one) 


SAC  elections  begin  on  March  16.  Part 
Two  of  this  guide  will  appear  in  the 
March  15  issue  of  The  Varsity. 


President 

Shane  D.  O'Dowd-Rutherford  2nd 

year,  Aboriginal  Studies  and  Interna- 
tional Relations 

Previous  Experience:  SAC  member, 
Scarborough  task  force 
Platform  highlights:  "We  can  build 
very  low  cost  student  housing  and  re- 
duce rents  to  maybe  $350.00  a  month, 
we  can  feed  students  a  good  meal  for 
$2.00,  we  can  open  our  own  book- 
store, dental  clinic,  pharmacy.  How? 
These  skills  lie  within  the  university 
and  colleges  in  Toronto:  working  to- 
gether architecture,  design  and  con- 
struction students  can  build  housing 
and  earn  credit  towards  the  degrees. 
Student  chefs  can  run  a  campus  res- 
taurant. Business  and  comp  sci  stu- 
dents can  produce  an  online  student 
bookstore,  Pharmacy  students  could 
dispense  medication  under  the  direc- 
tion of  their  professors  and  all  around 
we  would  save  money,  help  each  other 
and  gain  practical  experience. 

"I  insist  that  access  and  equity 
concerns  must  be  the  hallmark  of 
the  next  SAC  President  and  will  initi- 
ate a  direct  fundraising  campaign  so 
we  can  increase  services  and  reduce 
costs.  The  University  is  not  the  only 
body  that  requires  an  endowment! 

Accessibility  services  cannot  han- 
dle the  volume  of  requests  it  receives 
so  lobbying  the  Province  (It  is  not 
exclusively  funded  by  the  University) 


for  additional  staff  and  resources  is 
crucial.  This  will  be  my  first  call  from 
my  office  when  elected.  My  second 
call  will  be  to  have  the  University 
immediately  stop  penalizing  disabled 
students  $2,000  per  year  in  UTAPS 
funding  for  receiving  assistance  from 
OSAP." 

Outside  interests/affiliations:  Vol- 
unteering, being  with  friends,  playing 
with  the  Samba  Elegua  band  at  Hart 
House. 

Justin  Woong  Kim,  fourth  year  Com- 
merce 

Previous  Experience:  VP  Korean  Stu- 
dents Association,  co-opted  member 
of  University  Affairs,  Clubs,  and  Pro- 
motions Committee  at  SAC. 
Platform  highlights:  "Building  a 
Student  Centre.  Unlike  other  universi- 
ties in  Ontario,  U  of  T  does  not  have  a 
Student  Centre.  A  Student  Centre  will 
include  more  club  spaces,  a  multifaith 
space,  a  lounge  area,  a  student-run 
pub  and  a  resturant.  The  majority  of 
U  of  T  sutdents  are  commuters,  and 
these  students  hang  out  at  places 
such  as  the  Robarts  and  Sid  Smith 
cafeterias.  We  need  a  central  place  to 
relax  and  meet  fellow  U  of  T  students, 
as  well  as  office  space  for  all  our  vari- 
ous student  clubs."  Also,  cheaper  me- 
tropasses  and  a  metropass  levy. 
Why  should  we  vote  for  you?  I  look  at. 
things  from  a  students'  point  of  view. 
Too  much  of  the  time,  SAC  deals  with 
issues  irrelevant  to  U  of  T  students 
such  as  international  politics.  The 
"Building  Bridges"  ticket  has  7  execu- 
tive candidates  and  13  college  reps 
who  are  all  behind  the  idea  of  making 


U  of  T  a  place  where  students  can  feel 
a  sense  of  community  and  pride  in  at- 
tending a  school  as  diverse  as  U  of  T. 
Outside  interests/affiliations:  Delta 
Kappa  Epsilon  fraternity,  Black  Stu- 
dents Association,  Republic  of  China 
Students  at  U  of  T,  Hong  Kong  Stu- 
dents Association. 

Ranjini  "Rini"  Ghosh,  final  year  South 
Asian  Studies 

Previous  Experience:  President,  Arts 
and  Science  Student  Union,  student 
rep  for  Academic  Board  of  Governing 
Council,  chair  of  Council  on  Student 
Services. 

Platform  highlights:  "We  need  to 
make  SAC  a  more  academically  sig- 
nificant student  body.  SAC's  presence 
needs  to  be  felt  in  departments  and 
faculties.  SAC  needs  to  send  members 
of  council  to  departmental  and  faculty 
meetings.  We  need  to  get  onto  those 
committees  and  represent  students 
the  way  they  want  to  be  represented. 
SAC  needs  to  understand  fully  the  bu- 
reaucracy and  insides  of  this  univer- 
sity to  be  effective,  and  I  promise  to 
do  just  that."  Also,  funding  for  a  Multi- 
faith  Centre,  Student  Centre,  more  24 
hour  study  space,  and  a  permanent 
used  book  store  on  campus. 
Why  should  we  vote  for  you?  "You 
should  vote  for  me  because  1  am  the 
candidate  with  the  most  experience 
and  proven  results  in  this  election.  I 
promise  to  keep  my  office  door  open 
to  my  constituents  always  and  be  ac- 
cessible. I  promise  to  be  there  when 
you  need  to  talk  to  someone  about 
your  needs.  I  promise  to  be  the  con- 
duit that  connects  administration  and 


The  University  of  Toronto  Abmi7ii  Association  invites  you    /  S 
to  celebrate  the  achievements  of  this  year's  recipients  of     U  TA  A 


The  Awards  of  Excellence 
AND  The  Northrop  Frye  Awards 

at  a  ceremony  on 

Tuesday,  May  4,  2004  Hart  House 

Award  Presentation:  The  Great  Hall,  5:30  p.m. 
Reception:  East  Common  Room,  6:30  p.m. 

2004  AWARD  RECIPIENTS 


FACULTY  AWARD 
Dr.  Donald  Thoma.s  Stuss 
Departments  of  Medicine  and 
Psychology 
Faculty  of  Medicine 

CHANCELLOR'S  AWARD 
Sally  Jean  Walker 

New  College 


JOAN  E.  FOLEY  QUALITY 
OF  STUDENT  EXPERIENCE 
AWARD 
J.  Barbara  Rose 

Woodswotth  College 


LUDWIK  AND  ESTELLE  JUS 
MEMORIAL  HUMAN 
RIGHTS  PRIZE 
Professor  George  Elliott  Clarke 

Department  of  English 
Factdty  of  Arts  and  Science 


UTAA  SCHOLARS 
Saswata  Deb 
Victoria  College 

Helen  Liu 

Trinity  College 

Shauna  Morgan 

University  of  Toronto 
at  Scarhorott'/h 

Sonali  Thakkar 

Trinity  College 

ADEL  S.  SEDRA 
DISTINGUISHED 
GRADUATE  AWARD 
SCHOLAR 
Francoise  Ko 
Department  of  Pharmacology 
Faculty  of  Medicine 


UTAA 

GRADUATE  SCHOLARS 

Timothy  Corson 
Department  of  Molecular  and 
Medical  Genetics 
Faculty  of  Medicine 

Barnabas  Emenogu 

Department  of  Currictdum, 
Teaching  and  Learning 
OISE/UT 

Nisha  Shah 

DepartmerH  of  Political  Science 
School  of  Graduate  Studies 


JOHN  H.  MOSS  SCHOLAR 
Maria  Banda 

Trinity  College 


For  information,  pleast  c.dl 
Linda  NX  ells  at    1  fv^^S-ro.iG. 
RS\T  vacccpianccs  on\y)  by 
April  14th,  4  16-9^8^0424  or 
e-mail  lincla.wdlst^-moronto.ca 
Business  attire      Limited  scatino 


NORTHROP  FR\T  AWARD 
Professor  Alan  John  Bewell 

Department  of  F?iglish 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 

Cardiovascular  Sciences 
Collaborative  Program 

School  of  Graduate  Studies 
Facidty  of  Medicine 


news@thevarsjty.ca 


News 


Tuesday,  March  9, 2004  5 


students  at  the  U  of  T." 
Outside  interests/affiliations:  Board 
of  directors,  Bengali  community 
centre.  Classic  and  regional  dance, 
vocal  music,  acting.  Will  be  appearing 
soon  on  an  Indian  TV  show  based  in 
Kolkata  (formerly  Calcutta),  and  has 
won  awards  for  her  performances  in 
the  past. 


VPUTM 

Moneeza  Ahmed,  fourth  year 
Economics/Political  Science 
Previous  Experience:  Deputy  VP  Stu- 
dent Life.  SAC  board  of  directors.  Hart 
House  board  of  stewards 
Platform  highlights:  More  bus  routes, 
as  well  as  extended  operating  hours 
for  the  #24  bus.  Better  food  services, 
and  more  study  and  student  space. 
Compost  services,  and  a  more  clearly 
labelled  recycling  program.  Finan- 
cial transparency,  more  autonomy 
for  UTM,  as  well  as  the  continued 
promotion  of  diversity,  equity  and 
accessibility. 

Why  should  we  vote  for  you?  I  have 
the  most  experience.  Last  year  as  a 
part  of  SAC  Board  of  Directors,  we 
all  sat  down  and  created  a  vision. 
We  wanted  change  at  UTM.  I  have 
brought  forth  that  change.  1  played  an 
integral  part  in  bringing  you  the  bus 
route  from  Square  1. 

I  have  played  a  vital  role  in  increas- 
ing the  SAC  budget  by  400  per  cent 
and  provided  more  funding  and 
resources  to  clubs.  I  have  produced 
free  UTM  handbooks  for  students. 
This  year  I  helped  start  a  Used  Book 
Exchange  which  put  back  close  to 
$4,000  to  students.  1  have  worked  with 
different  groups  on  this  campus  to 
bring  you  events  such  as  the  Winter 
Festival  and  Feb.  4  Day  of  Action  and 
the  income  tax  clinics. 
Outside  interests/affiUations:  Swim- 
ming, kickboxing.  reading  and  hiking. 
Member  of  BreakDown,  Pakistani 


Students  Association  and  Erindale 
Biology  club. 

Melissa  Shaw,  History  and  Political 
Science 

Previous  Experience:  ECSU  College 
Affairs  Commissioner,  Quality  of 
Student  Services  rep  for  Council  of 
Student  Services  (COSS) 
Platform  Highlights:  Student  govern- 
ment accountability  and  transpar- 
ency, more  student  representation. 
Why  should  we  vote  for  you?  I'm 
determined  to  make  myself  accessible 
by  way  of  reliable  office  hours.  If  1  rep- 
resent students,  they  need  to  be  able 
to  reach  me.  1  am  determined  to  make 
sure  all  students  and  all  issues  get  the 
attention  they  deserve,  that  their  stu- 
dent government  is  accessible  and  ob- 
jective. We  pay  for  so  much  that  goes 
unused,  and  it's  mainly  just  a  matter 
of  awareness.  Emphasis  has  been 
placed  on  the  wrong  things  and  we 
need  to  provide  students  with  more. 
Outside  interests/affiliations:  Volun- 
teer; Erinoak,  March  of  Dimes,  Sup- 
portive Housing  in  Peel. 

VP  External  Affairs 

Raymond  Yong,  third  year  studying 
Psychology,  Sociology  and  Econom- 
ics 

Previous  Experience:  none  given. 
Platform  highlights:  "University  Idol 
—  1  would  like  to  negotiate  a  deal  with 
one  of  the  local  television  stations 
that  would  allow  U  of  T  students  to 
showcase  their  musical  talents  for 
everyone  in  the  Greater  Toronto  Area 
to  enjoy."  Also,  more  bursaries  and 
scholarships  through  outside  invest- 
ment, and  communicating  with  all 
levels  of  government  in  the  interests 
of  students. 

Why  should  we  vote  for  you?  My 

greatest  asset  as  VP  External  Affairs 
would  be  my  sincere  desire  to  work  as 
hard  as  it  takes  to  make  this  a  better, 
school.  I  will  always  be  welcome  to 


any  student  input,  and  will  work  my 
hardest  to  address  the  issues  impor- 
tant to  us,  the  students.  It's  about  time 
we  worked  together,  as  university  stu- 
dents, and  realized  just  how  powerful 
we  can  be.  Our  voices,  our  opinions, 
our  views  and  our  desires  must  be 
heard.  1  will  give  students  a  strong 
voice  and  bring  their  ideas  forward 
in  confidence.  If  it's  important  to  you, 
then  it's  important  to  me!  1  will  not 
take  no  for  an  answer.  1  am  that  per- 
son to  fight  for  your  needs. 
Outside  interests/affiliations:,  hock- 
ey, snowboarding,  movies,  reading, 
sleeping,  cars,  clubbing,  girls,  travel- 
ling and  also  learning  about  other 
cultures.  1  love  life. 

Sam  Rahimi,  third  year  Political  Sci- 
ence and  Philosophy 
Previous   Experience:   Deputy  VP 
Equity,  organizer.  Rally  to  Reduce 
Tuition  Fees 

Platform  highlights:  1  am  dedicated 
to  making  education  financially  ac- 
cessible for  all  academically  qualified 
students.  This  means  lobbying  the 
government  to  keep  their  promise 
about  the  tuition  freeze,  to  push  for  an 
end  to  deregulation  in  all  programs, 
and  to  advocate  for  proper  funding  of 
post-secondary  education. 

"I  will  also  negotiate  with  the  TTC 
to  get  you  a  cheaper  Metropass.  1 
pledge  to  eliminate  the  $L00  service 
charge  that  currently  exists  for  SAC 
Metropass  sales  immediately  upon 
taking  office."  Also,  more  working 
rights  for  international  students,  and 
opening  up  dialogue  with  the  govern- 
ment on  issues  such  as  affordable 
housing  and  the  environment. 
Why  should  we  vote  for  you?  1  be- 
lieve my  combination  of  experience, 
vision,  and  dedication  to  the  rights 
of  undergraduate  students  makes  me 
the  ideal  choice  to  be  your  VP  Exter- 
nal. My  extensive  knowledge  of  the 
internal  structure  of  SAC  means  that 
1  would  have  a  short  learning  curve 


and  be  able  to  begin  serving  stu- 
dents right  away.  I  will  not  waste  my 
time  playing  political  games  within 
SAC,  as  that  time  can  be  much  bet- 
ter spent  advocating  for  your  rights 
as  students.  I  am  an  extremely  hard 
worker  and  thrive  in  the  face  of  chal- 
lenges. I  will  not  shy  away  from  taking 
a  stand  on  the  issues  that  matter  to 
you,  as  students  must  come  first.  I  am 
an  excellent  communicator  and  will 
listen  to  individual  students  as  well 
as  clubs,  groups,  and  college  coun- 
cils so  that  we  can  all  work  together 
towards  a  common  goal  of  accessible 
education. 

Outside  interests/affiliations:  Sec- 
retary of  advocacy  group  Students 
for  Barrier-free  Access,  advocate  for 
human  rights. 


Compiled  by  Graham  F.  Scott, 
Naomi  Fance  and  AH  Sana 
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To  deliver  books  as  expediently  as 
possible  to  students.  Venter  hopes  to 
tap  into  existing  delivery  systems  be- 
tween Downsview  and  the  other  cam- 
puses. Moore  isn't  so  optimistic.  "We 
have  a  three  campus  delivery  service 
that  frankly  doesn't  work  as  well  as  it 
should,"  she  said. 

Despite  this  expansion  at  Downs- 
view,  plans  are  not  being  made  to  con- 
stuct  a  new  campus  akin  to  St.  George. 
The  noise  from  the  Aerospace  Institute 
is  a  limiting  factor.  "We're  not  going 
to  develop  Downsview,"  said  Venter. 
"There's  a  lot  of  experimentation  that's 
noisy,  think  of  jet  engines  turning  at 
very  high  speeds.  What  better  way 
than  to  use  books  with  no  negative 
response?" 

Downsview  also  hosts  stored  hazard- 
ous waste.  Efforts  to  remove  the  PCBs 
are  underway. 
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MABCH  im  5pm:  Keynote  Speaker  DAVID  ANDEBSON 
MABCN  12th,  11-4pm:  ENVIRONMENTAL  ACTIVISM  FAIB 
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AND  mm  OTNEB  EVENTS  AT  AU  TNBEE  U  Of  T  CAMPUSES  » 


2(X)4  Lecturer 

Australian  Author 
David  Malouf 


Symposiurri  Founder  &  Host 
His  Excellency 
«      John  Ralston  Saul 


Two  days  of  discussion  on  the  future  of  our  democracy. 
Panellists:  Alain  Dubuc,  Irshad  Manji,  John  Ralston  Saul,  Paul  Wells 


The  5th  Annual  LaFontaine-Baldwin  Lecture 
7:00  PM,  Friday,  March  12,  2004 

UofT  Convocation  Hall,  31  King's  College  Circle 

FREE  for  UofT  faculty  and  students 
Call  Ticketmaster,  416-870-8000,  or  visit  www.ticketmaster.ca 
and  quote  password  "UofT" 


Town  Hall  Discussion 

10:00  AM,  Saturday,  March  13,  2004 
Canada  Court,  Royal  Ontario  Museum,  Bloor  St.  &  Avenue  Rd. 
Free  admission.  Open  to  the  public.  RSVP  to  staff@dominion,ca 


Visit  www.lafontaine-baldwin.com  for  more  information. 


Principal  Sponsor 


Bank  Financial  Group 


Partners 


FACX'LTY 
-r  ARTS  & 
SCIF.NCF. 


ROM 


UofT  Bookstore 

214  College  Street  416  978  7999 
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The 


CHANCELLOR 

JACKMAN 

"^PROGRAM  FOR  THE  ARTS 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  PRESENTS 


WINDOWS  AND  MIRRORS 

Interdisciplinary   Perspectives  on 

AMERICAN  POPULAR  CULTURE 

At   Home  and  Abroad 


MARCH   18  -  20,  2004 

Munk  Centre  for  International  Studies,  I  Devonshire  Place 


CONCERT 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  19,  7:30  pm 

Gospel  artist  Betiie  Mae  Fikes 
performs  Unks  on  t/ie  Chain,  3. 
musical  lecture/demonstration 
chat  explores  the  intertwined 
histories  of  the  labour  and  civil 
rights  movements. 


5  TELEVISION  AND  AMERICAN  SOCIETY: 
WHAT'S  IN  THE  BOX? 

6  ETHNIC  FOODWAYS  AND  AMERICAN  IDENTITIES 
6  THE  POLITICS  OF  BLACK  MUSIC 

6  POPULAR  CULTURE  AND  RELIGION 

SPEAKERS  WILL  INCLUDE: 

George  Lipsitz,  University  of  California,  Santa  Cixfz.  Don't  Cp/  for  Me  Iks 
and  Tina:  interdisciptinary  Perspectives  on  American  Popular  Cuiture 

Bambi  Haggins,  University  of  Michigan.  The  Dreom  Will  6e  Colorized: 
Mirror  Sitcoms  and  Racialized  Object  Lessons  on  the  American  Drean\ 

Martin  Manalansan,  University  of  lltinots.  A  Palatobie  Miilticutturalism? 
Fusion  Cuisine  and  a  CutinarylPoHtica!  Makeover 

Craig  Werner,  University  of  Wisconsin.  Higher  Ground:  Aretha  Frankiin, 
Curtis  Mayfield.  Stevie  Wonder  and  the  Gospel  Vision 

Pamela  KJassen,  University  of  Toronto.  Spiritual  Healing. 
Childbirth  and  Religiosity  in  American  Popular  Culture 


Co-sfwnsored  and  organized  by  the  Centre  for  the  Study 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Department  of  History 
For  more  information:  call  (4  f  6)  946-89 1 7 
WWW.ARTSANDSClENCE.UTORONTO.CA 


GC»  Continued  from  page  3 

mands  of  U  of  T  students  to  the  uni- 
versity. I  believe  my  unique  position 
as  a  student  leader  at  UTSC  gives  me 
a  solid  background  to  represent  the 
diverse  needs  of  the  East  and  West  U 
of  T  campuses." 

Full-time  Undergraduate  Students, 
constituency  2 

Navine  Aggarwal  (Law)  —  "As  a  fel- 
low student  in  a  professional  faculty, 
1  appreciate  the  importance  of  is- 
sues relating  to  financial  aid,  tuition 
levels,  and  student  services.  Having 
sat  on  a  number  of  boards  and  com- 
mittees, 1  have  gained  the  experience 
and  knowledge  to  represent  you  well. 
I  have  the  passion,  commitment  and 
motivation  to  effectively  serve  as 
your  elected  representative  and  be  a 
strong  voice  for  the  students." 

Bruce  Cameron  (Engineering) 
—  "As  a  past  GC  member,  1  have  led 
initiatives  ranging  from  financial 
aid  reform  to  improved  campus  re- 
sources, and  1  have  sought  to  foster 
more  efficacious  governance.  1  have 
advocated  for  quality  of  education, 
and  if  re-elected,  will  do  my  utmost 


to  ensure  that  our  education  is  re- 
sponsive to  student  needs." 

Matthew  Charlton  (Engineering) 
—  "Education  should  be  accessible 
and  affordable,  so  1  will  fight  against 
any  tuition  increases  as  well  as 
strongly  oppose  the  deregulation 
of  professional  programs.  Students 
also  require  more  financial  aid, 
scholarships,  and  bursaries,  in  addi- 
tion to  more  co-operative  opportuni- 
ties such  as  PEY.  All  three  university 
campuses  need  to  be  green  spaces, 
safe  and  open  environments  for  a 
diverse  student  population." 

Stefan  Neata  (Engineering)  —  "I 
plan  on  articulating  the  need  for 
more  combined  degree  programs!  I 
would  also  strive  to  become  a  strong 
and  direct  link  between  students 
and  administration.  Furthermore,  1 
would  work  diligently  to  ensure  that 
students  do  not  ultimately  suffer  for 
the  actions  of  a  government  that 
inadequately  funds  post-secondary 
education." 

Andrew  Pinto  (Medicine)  —  "A  wid- 
ening gap  exists  between  students 
and  university  decision  makers.  I 
bring  experience  in  working  with  the 


administration  and  students,  as  an 
elected  representative  and  an  activ- 
ist for  peace,  international  health 
and  reduced  tuition.  The  promised 
and  fought  for  tuition  freeze  must 
and  can  happen.  Professional  facul- 
ties can  work  together,  supporting 
one  another.  Campus  unity  and 
diversity,  such  as  through  a  multi- 
faith  prayer  space,  can  be  nurtured. 
Environmentalism  and  community 
responsibility  can  be  enshrined  at 
our  university." 

Alexandra  Sonoc  (Engineering) 
—  "Improved  teaching;  one  of  the 
pillars  of  the  staircase  towards 
greatness  which  U  of  T  is  climbing, 
but  how  to  achieve  it? 

Not  with  attitudes  like  'it  will  be 
better  for  next  year's  class"  that  most 
of  our  administrators  have.  I  wish  to 
introduce  policy  changes,  like  inter- 
im class  evaluations  and  mandatory 
teaching  training  for  those  who  fail 
them,  that  provide  solutions  for  the 
hjture  and  the  present. 

Also,  I  strongly  support  diversity 
and  believe  in  involving  electors  in 
governance;  so  1  will  organize  fre- 
quent meetings  to  report  and  ask 
for  feedback  on  Governing  Council 
business." 
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Stroke  of,  um,  er,  genius? 

The  greatest  day  in  Heramb  Ramachandran's  life 


bvHERAMBRAMACHANDRAN 

1  discovered  masturbation  in  1995 
and  I  haven't  been  happier  since. 
One  might  say  it  was  a  stroke  of 
luck.  Then  they'd  get  beaten  up  'cuz 
puns  are  so  bloody  unfunny. 

But  I  honestly  think  it  was  fate. 
Why  else  would  1  find  a  Penthouse 
in  the  garbage  by  the  mailbox?  1 
think  God  had  a  plan  that  I  would 
unearth  this  brilliant  jewel. 

It  was  a  hazy  afternoon  with  nary 
a  care  in  the  world.  I  was  in  my 
room  finishing  up  some  readings 
for  the  local  Ganesha  Appreciation 
club.  And  then  1  felt  an  urge  to  look 
at  some  boobies.  Out  came  the 
Penthouse. 

1  did  some  exploring  and  within 
seconds  it  happened.  Yo,  I  was 
scared.  That  something  a  guy  never 
thought  he  had  until  he  sees  it  with 
his  own  eyes.  First  you  think,  damn, 
did  1  just  pee?  But  you  have  a  really 
good  look  and  soon  come  to  the  re- 
alization that  this  can't  be  pee.  Un- 
less my  pee  magically  mutated  to  a 
glue-like  substance. 

You're  still  darn  confused  so  you 
start  looking  all  over  your  bed  for 
anything  sticky.  Maybe  there's 
some  honey  on  the  sheets.  Let's 
look  at  the  ceiling.  Maybe  there  is 
a  leak. 

But  alas,  there  is  no  leak.  1  as- 
sumed this  was  sperm.  1  learned 


about  sperm  but  never  paid  atten- 
tion 'cuz  it  seemed  so  abstract.  I 
could  never  put  a  face  to  it  but  now 
1  had  a  sample.  1  named  him  Peter.  1 
keep  him  in  a  jar  next  to  my  turtle. 

Within  one  week  I  perfected  this 
art.  I  mean  heck,  it's  a  like  newfound 
hobby.  Like  stamp'collecting.  When 
you  collect  stamps,  you  collect  a 
lot  of  them  initially.  And  when  you 
find  that  one  Mexican  stamp  with 
Frida  Kahlo's  unibrow,  hallelujah! 
But  this  was  way  better  than  stamp 
collecting. 

Although  I  practiced  daily, 
my  right  bicep  wasn't 
getting  any  bigger.  It  was 
actually  getting  smaller. 
Funny  story  actually,  if 
you  look  up  irony  in  the 
Oxford  dictionary,  there's 
a  picture  of  me  holding 
my  dick. 


Your  days  and  nights  are  con- 
sumed by  the  pulsating  thrill  of  a 
free  handjob.  Mother  calls  me  down 
for  dinner  and  the  excuses  mount. 
"Sorry  mother,  I've  got  bubble  gum 
stuck  in  my  hair... .Sorry  mother 
I've  got  some  bubble  gum  on  my 


shoe... .Sorry  mother,  I've  got  a 
spoon  stuck  in  my  ass." 

Although  1  practiced  daily,  my 
right  bicep  wasn't  getting  any  big- 
ger. It  was  actually  getting  smaller. 
Funny  story  actually,  if  you  look 
up  irony  in  the  Oxford  dictionary, 
there's  a  picture  of  me  holding  my 
dick. 

After  years  of  masturbation,  you 
look  to  try  different  things.  Actual 
sexual  intercourse  would  seem  like 
a  logical  step.  But  if  that's  a  once 
in  a  while  occurrence  'cuz  your 
girlfriend  ran  off  with  a  fucking 
gymnast  named  Sven,  you  need  to 
keep  regular.  Thus,  the  inevitable 
cycle  of  masturbation  creeps  back 
in  to  your  routine. 

Vaseline,  rubber  gloves,  banana 
peels,  condiments  are  all  worth  try- 
ing. Hell,  for  the  armless  individual, 
those  electric  vaginas  seem  neato. 
Porn  scientists  claim  to  have  mold- 
ed actual  famous  stars'  vaginas 
and  without  the  nasty  side  effects! 
Could  you  imagine  if  your  adorable 
grandma  saw  that  thing  under  your 
bed... 

"Heramb,  (in  random  Indian  lan- 
guage), why  do  you  have  a  coochie 
under  your  bed?"  said  grandma. 

"Oh  Grandma,  it's  a  new  fad.  Like 
Pokemon!"  said  me. 

"Ok,  Heramb,  but  why  Jenna 
Jameson?  She's  not  a  Hindu!"  said 
grandma. 
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ASSU  elections 
work  just  fine 

Re:  ASSU  elections  are  lacking 
in  accountability,  Mar.  4. 

Does  every  Canadian  citizen  vote 
for  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada? 
No,  we  vote  in  our  representatives 
to  Parliament  and  the  leader  of  the 
party  with  the  most  seats  gets  to  be 
the  face  for  the  country.  Similarly 
students  vote  in  the  Executive  for 
Course  Unions  and  two  reps  from 
each  elect  the  ASSU  President.  The 
structure  of  ASSU  is  different  than 
that  of  other  organizations  at  the  U 
ofT. 

ASSU  is  an  academic  student 
union,  giving  a  face  to  the  students 
of  the  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science. 
Our  Faculty  is  broken  down  into 
40  or  so  departments  and  numer- 
ous programs.  ASSU  has  a  Course 
Union  set  up  for  each  department. 
Each  student  needs  to  sign  up  for 
a  specialist,  or  a  major  and  two 
minors,  or  two  majors  and  hence 
directly  belongs  to  one  or  more 
departments/programs. 

This  makes  each  student  a  mem- 
ber of  the  corresponding  Course 
Union.  Members  of  Course  Unions 
are  defined  as  anyone  who  is  taking 
at  least  one  course  from  the  cor- 
responding department/program  in 
that  academic  year.  Therefore  this 
system  ensures  that  all  students 
in  the  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 
belong  to  at  least  one  Course  Union 
and  thus  is  being  represented  by 
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ASSU. 

Faculty  of  Arts  &  Science  students 
vote  in  their  Course  Union  Execu- 
tives. These  positions  are  open  to 
anyone  in  the  area  of  study  in  ques- 
tion. The  Course  Union  President 
and  another  designated  Executive 
attend  ASSU  Council  meetings  and 
vote  in  the  ASSU  Executive.  Any 
registered  full-time  student  in  the 
Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science,  or  any 
student  who  has  paid  their  $11  ASSU 
fee  can  run  in  the  elections. 

Our  system  works.  ASSU  has  over 
the  past  few  years  continued  to  run 
Faculty  evaluations  and  publish 
the  annual  ASSU  Anti-Calendar, 
opened  up  24  hour  Robarts  Library 
Study  Space,  revised  the  Course 
Refund  Schedule  to  give  us  more 
money  back,  got  rid  of  interest  on 
outstanding  tuition  for  the  months 
of  October  and  November,  just 
finished  reviewing  the  petitions 
process  and  started  the  new  tutorial 
project  "Universal  Mind."  We  have 
worked  well  with  Administration  in 
order  to  bring  ourselves  all  these 
services  and  have  plans  for  other 
endeavours. 

1  challenge  anyone  to  come  to  the 
ASSU  Office  and  tell  me  that  we  are 
not  representing  the  students  of 
the  Faculty  properly.  I  openly  ask 
anyone  to  challenge  ASSU's  account- 
ability. 

Ms.  Bonnie  Huen,  if  you  were  in- 
volved in  a  Course  Union,  or  on  our 
Executive,  then  you  would  under- 
stand our  structure  and  constitution 
better.  Why  don't  you  come  by  the 
office  one  day  and  chat  with  me 
about  the  accountability  of  ASSU?  I 
will  be  happy  to  meet  with  you. 

RiNi  Ghosh 

President  of  the  Arts  &  Science  Stu- 
dents '  Union  (ASSU) 

Sore  over 
health  plan 

I'm  just  curious  if  anyone  can  help 
me  in  discovering  why  it  takes  six 
months  to  receive  the  money  back 
from  opting  out  of  the  health  and 
dental  plan.  We  are  only  given  a 
couple  business  days  during  the 
first  week  of  school  to  get  our  opt- 
out  forms  submitted,  and  then  we 
are  told  that  we  will  receive  our 
money  sometime  in  February.  Well 
it's  March  5th  and  1  still  have  not 
received  a  cent  from  the  university. 
Lord  help  the  students  if  we  are  at 
all  late  when  it  comes  to  deadlines, 
yet  the  administration  has  left  us 
here  waiting  to  receive  our  money 
at  their  convenience. 

Harry  Wenkel 
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Graduate  Students'  Union  Referendum 


Referendurrj  Question  #1  for  full-  St  part-time  graduate  students: 

PEER  REVIEW  MAGAZINE 

1.  "I  agree  to  authorise  the  GSU  to  collect  a  refundable  incidental  fee  of  $1.25  per  issue  ($5.00  per  year)  from  all  full-  and  part-time  graduate 
students  on  behalf  of  The  Peer  Review  graduate  student  magazine,  starting  in  the  2004/2005  academic  year.  This  would  allow  The  Peer  Review 
to  publish  and  distribute  the  magazine  to  all  1 1 ,000+  graduate  students  four  times  per  academic  year,  and  offer  free-of-charge  advertising  space 
for  graduate  students  and  course  unions  to  promote  thier  events  and  services.  Individual  students  can  receive  a  refund  of  the  full  fee  in  the  30 
days  following  the  mailing  of  the  first  issue  of  the  academic  year." 

"incidental  fees  are  charged  on  ROSI  by  session.  This  fee  would  be  $2.50  per  session. 

2.  "\  authorise  the  Council  of  the  GSU  to  approve  annual  cost-of-living-adjustments  to  the  incidental  fee  for  The  Peer  Review  magazine" 
Referendum  Question  #2  for  full-  and  part-time  graduate  students: 

DOWNTOWN  LEGAL  SERVICES 

PREA/v\BLE:  Downtown  Legal  Services  (DLS)  is  the  University  of  Toronto's  Student  Legal  clinic,  providing  free  legal  assistance  to  students,  including  landlord/ 
tenant,  academic,  and  employment  matters.  At  present,  all  full-time  graduate  students  are  charged  $2.00  per  year  and  part-time  students  are  charged  $1 .00 
for  DLS  as  an  extra  levy  of  the  Graduate  Students'  Union  fee. 

DLS  and  GSU  are  seeking  consent  from  GSU  members  for  an  increase  to  the  extra  levy  portion  of  the  GSU  fee  for  DLS.  The  proposed  increase  is  $1 .00  per  year. 

if  the  increase  were  approved,  the  total  annual  fee  for  DLS  would  be  $3.00  for  full-time  and  $1.50  for  part-time  graduate  students.  The  DLS  fee  would 
be  refundable  from  DLS  during  September  and  would  take  effect  September  2004. 

QUESTION:  "l  authorise  an  increase  of  $1.00  ($.50  for  part-time  students)  in  the  extra  levy  of  Downtown  Legal  Services,  which  would  take  effect  in  September  2004. 
The  GSU  will  collect  this  refundable,  annual  incidental  fee  on  behalf  of  DLS.  If  approved,  the  annual  fee  would  increase  from  $2.00  to  $3.00  for  every  full-time 
graduate  student  and  from  $1.00  to  $1.50  for  every  part-time  graduate  student." 

"incidental  fees  are  charged  on  ROSI  by  session.  This  fee  would  be  $1.50  per  sessionfor  full-time  graduate  students  and  $.75  per  session  for  part-tin)e  graduate  students. 
Referendum  Question  for  part-time  graduate  students  ONLY: 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  COVERAGE  FOR  PART-TIME  STUDENTS 

PREAMBLE:  The  Graduate  Students'  Union  is  seeking  member  consent  from  part-time  students  to  provide  the  GSU  Supplementary  Health  Insurance  Plan 
to  its  part-time  student  members.  The  Plan  has  been  provided  to  full-time  GSU  members  for  14  years.  Annually,  GSU  Council  has  the  right  to  approve 
small  increases  in  premium,  below  the  cost-of-living  allowance.  Council  may  also  choose  to  go  to  referendum.  For  details  of  the  plan  see 
www.gsu.utoronto.ca/insurance,  pick  up  a  brochure  in  the  basement  lounge  of  the  GSU  at  16  Bancroft  Avenue,  or  call  416-978-8465. 

Referendum  results  will  be  null  and  void  if  less  than  2.5%  part-time  graduate  students  vote  in  this  referendum. 

QUESTION:  "I  authorise  the  Graduate  Students'  Union  to  collect  an  incidental  fee  of  $130.94  from  all  part-time  graduate  student  members  of 
the  GSU  for  a  12-month  health  insurance  plan  supplementary  to  OHIP  and  UHIR  The  fee  includes  a  $3  administration  fee  and  8%  provincial  sales  tax. 
The  coverage  would  begin  September  2004,  and  provide  an  80%  refund  on  prescription  drugs,  travel  insurance,  and  other  sickness  and  accident 
benefits.  This  fee  is  refundable  if  I  complete  an  opt-out  form  within  30  days  of  registering,  if  I  have  equivalent  insurance." 

*lncidental  fees  are  charged  on  ROSI  by  session.  This  fee  would  be  $65.47  per  session. 
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The  Varsity 


A^Hen+ien  all  M-Time  Under gradua+es! 

SAG  IS  loelding  6  referenda  +loa+  will 
mpa€\  v^eur  -Fees  m  200H--05! 


Voting  Will  Take  Place  At  \A^ww.rosi.utoronto.ca 

Cast  Your  Ballot  March  16, 17,  and  18! 


1.  PREAMBLE: 

The  Students'  Administrative  Council,  Local  98  of  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Students, 
is  the  students'  union  for  all  45,000+  full-time  undergraduates  at  the  University  of  Toronto. 
SAC  provides  advocacy,  services  and  events,  which  include  funding  for  over  300  on- 
campus  clubs  and  organizations,  a  health  and  dental  insurance  plan,  a  series  of  needs 
based  student  bursaries,  campaigns  relating  to  accessible  education  and  various  social 
justice  issues,  campus  wide  Orientation  events,  photocopies  and  other  office  services 
and  more.  In  the  2003-04  academic  year,  a  series  of  new  services  were  introduced, 
including  the  retailing  of  discounted  metropasses,  free  income  tax  clinics  and  a  used 
book  exchange  service.  With  SAC's  current  budget,  we  will  be  unable  to  maintain  and 
expand  these  current  services.  For  this  reason,  SAC  is  seeking  an  additional  $1 .25  per 
■  student  per  term,  to  offer  more  efficient  metropass  sales  at  more  locations,  expand  the  free 
income  tax  clinic  service,  and  secure  more  permanent  spaces  for  extended  Book 
Exchange  sales. 

SAC  is  seeking  consent  from  full-time  undergraduates  for  an  increase  to  the  SAC  levy  to 
meet  an  increased  demand  for  services.  The  proposed  increase  is  $1 .25  per  session 
($2.50  per  fall/winter  academic  period).  If  the  increase  is  approved,  the  SAC  levy  would 
increase  from  $10.92  to  $12.17  per  session  (and  from  $21.84  to  $24.34  per  fall/winter 
academic  period)  and  would  be  charged  to  all  full-time  undergraduate  students  beginning 
in  the  Fall  2004  session.  Additionally,  the  Students'  Administrative  Council  is  eligible  for 
a  CPI  increase  every  academic  year;  SAC  may  choose  to  collect  the  CPI  increase. 

QUESTION: 

Are  you  in  favour  of  an  increase  in  the  SAC  fee  as  described  in  the  preamble? 


2.  PREAMBLE: 

Lesbians,  Gays,  Bisexuals  and  Transgendered  of  the  University  of 
Toronto  (LGBTOUT)  is  committed  to  creating  safe,  harassment-free, 
queer  positive  space  for  all  lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  transgendered  and 
queer  (LGBTQ)  students  and  allies.  LGBTOUT  advocates  on  issues  of 
sexism,  racism,  disability,  homophobia,  biphobia,  transphobia  and 
heterosexism. 

LGBTOUT  is  the  first  Canadian  queer  activist  group  and  the  first  student 
group  dedicated  to  queer  students,  staff  and  faculty  at  the  University  of 
Toronto.  The  year  2004  marks  LGBTOUT's  35th  anniversary  since  our 
founding  in  1969.  LGBTOUT  is  seeking  consent  from  fulhtime 
undergraduates  for  a  levy  in  the  amount  of  $0.69. 

If  the  Levy  is  approved,  it  would  be  $0.35  in  the  fall  session,  and  $0.34  in 
the  winter  session,  for  a  total  of  $0.69  in  the  fall/winter  academic  period. 
The  fee  would  be  charged  as  part  of  the  SAC  fee  to  all  full-time 
undergraduate  students  beginning  in  the  fall  2004  session.  The 
LGBTOUT  levy  is  refundable  upon  request  during  SAC's  opt-out  period. 
This  fee  would  continue  to  be  refundable  at  the  beginning  of  each 
session. 

QUESTION 

Are  you  in  favour  of  an  increase  in  the  SAC  fee  for  LGBTOUT  as 
described  in  the  preamble? 


Voting  will  either  be  on  ROSI,  or  by  paper  ballot  at  the  Meeting  Place  (UTSC) 
Sidney  Smith  Hall  (St.  George)  and  several  more  locations. 
CAST  YOUR  BALLOT  ON  MARCH  23,  24  &  25 


3.  PREAMBLE: 

BikeShare  is  a  not-for-profit  service  operated  by  the  Community  Bicycle 
Network  of  Toronto.  Initiated  through  grants  from  various  organizations  and 
the  city  of  Toronto,  BikeShare  provides  a  fleet  of  bicycles  for  members, 
which  may  be  signed  out  of  thirteen  hubs  located  near  campus  in  downtown 
Toronto.  Bicycles  may  be  signed  out  for  a  period  of  three  days  at  a  time,  and 
may  be  signed  in  and  out  of  any  hub.  With  additional  funding,  BikeShare  could 
develop  more  hubs  on  campus,  and  add  more  bicycles  to  the  program.  This 
would  enable  more  students  to  use  bicycles  as  transportation,  instead  of  cars, 
transit  or  taxis.  At  present,  no  levy  exists  for  BikeShare. 

The  Community  Bicycle  Network  is  seeking  consent  from  full-time 
undergraduates  for  a  new  levy  to  add  hubs,  and  bicycles  to  the  network.  The 
proposed  increase  is  $0.25  per  session  ($0.50  per  fall/winter  academic  period) 
for  all  St.  George  Students.  The  fee  would  be  refundable  to  any  student  who 
wished  to  opt-out,  during  the  regular  SAC  opt-out  period.  If  the  increase  is 
approved,  the  BikeShare  levy  would  be  $0.25  per  session  ($0.50  per  fall/winter 
academic  period)  and  would  be  charged  as  part  of  the  SAC  fee  to  all  full-time 
undergraduate  students  beginning  in  the  Fall  2004  session.  This  fee  would  be 
refundable  at  the  beginning  of  each  session. 

QUESTION: 

Are  you  in  favour  of  an  increase  in  the  SAC  fee  for  BikeShare  as  described 
in  the  preamble? 


5.  PREAMBLE: 

Students  for  Barrier-free  Access  is  dedicated  to  ensuring  that  the  University 
of  Toronto  is  accessible  to  students  with  disabilities.  They  would  like  to  open 
an  Access  Centre  to  support  full  participation  of  students  with  disabilities  and 
their  allies  in  student  life. 

Students  for  Barrier-free  Access  is  seeking  consent  from  SAC  members  to 
increase  the  SAC  fee.  The  proposed  increase  is  $2.00  per  fall/winter  academic 
period.  The  fee  would  be  refundable  to  any  student  who  wished  to  opt-out, 
during  the  regular  SAC  opt-out  period.  If  the  increase  is  approved,  the  total 
fee  for  Students  for  Barrier-free  Access  would  be  $1 .00  per  session  ($2.00  per 
fall/winter  academic  period)  and  would  be  charged  to  all  St.  George  full-time 
undergraduate  students  beginning  in  the  fall  2004  session.  This  fee  would  be 
refundable  at  the  beginning  of  each  year. 

QUESTION: 

Are  you  in  favour  of  an  increase  in  the  SAC  fee  for  Students  for  Barrier-Free 
Access  as  described  in  the  preamble? 


4.  PREAMBLE: 

The  Cinema  Studies  Students'  Union  (CINSSU)  has  been  presenting  the  Free  Friday 
Film  Series  since  1995.  A  wide  range  of  unique  and  interesting  35mm  films  are 
presented  on  a  weekly  basis.  CINSSU  and  the  Students'  Administrative  Council  (SAC) 
are  seeking  consent  from  SAC  members  for  an  increase  to  the  SAC  fee  to  support 
the  costs  of  presenting  Free  Friday  Films.  The  proposed  increase  is  $0.25  per 
session  ($0.50  per  fall/winter  academic  period)  and  would  be  refundable  upon  request 

If  the  increase  is  approved,  the  total  fee  for  Free  Friday  Films  would  be  $0.25  per 
session,  ($0.50  per  fall/winter  academic  period),  refundable  during  SAC's  fee  refund 
period,  and  would  be  charged  to  all  full-time  undergraduate  students  on  the  St. 
George  Campus  as  part  of  the  SAC  fee  beginning  in  the  fall  2004  session. 

QUESTION 

Are  you  in  favour  of  an  increase  in  the  SAC  fee  for  CINSSU's  Free  Friday  Films  as 
described  in  the  preamble? 


6.  PREAMBLE: 

The  Women's  Centre  is  committed  to  providing  a  safe,  harassment-free,  drop-in 
space  for  women  on  all  campuses.  The  Centre  provides  free  counselling,  referrals 
and  resources  to  all  women  and  advocates  on  issues  of  sexism,  racism,  homophobia, 
disability,  health,  violence  and  poverty.  At  present  the  Students'  Administrative 
Council  collects  $0.50  per  session  ($1 .00  per  fall/winter  academic  period)  on  behalf 
of  all  full-time  undergraduate  students  annually  for  the  Women's  Centre.  The 
Women's  Centre  levy  is  refundable  upon  request  during  SAC's  opt-out  period.  The 
Women's  Centre  has  not  had  an  increase  in  funding  through  SAC  in  fourteen  (14) 
years;  however  the  demand  for  the  services  of  the  Centre  have  increased 
dramatically  including  the  expansion  of  sites  on  all  campuses. 

The  Women's  Centre  is  seeking  consent  from  all  full-time  undergraduates  for  an 
increase  to  the  Women's  Centre  levy  to  meet  an  increased  demand  for  services.  The 
proposed  increase  is  $1 .00  per  session  ($2.00  per  fall/winter  academic  period)  for 
students  at  the  UTSC  and  St.  George  campuses. 

If  the  increase  is  approved,  the  Women's  Centre  levy  would  be  $1 .50  per  session 
($3.00  per  fall/winter  academic  period)  and  would  be  charged  as  part  of  the  SAC  fee 
to  all  full-time  undergraduate  students  at  the  UTSC  and  St.  George  campuses 
beginning  in  the  Fall  2004  session.  This  fee  would  continue  to  be  refundable  at  the 
beginning  of  each  session. 

QUESTION 

Are  you  in  favour  of  an  increase  in  the  SAC  fee  for  the  Women's  Centre  as 
described  in  the  preamble? 
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Dealing  with  sociaranxiety  with  a  little  help  ft||^ 
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elationships,  dating,  sex,  working, 
career  goals,  future...  socially  anx- 
.ious  people  can't  do  these,"  says 
Dr.  Martin  Katzman,  a  psychiatrist  in  the  mood 
and  anxiety  disorders  clinic  at  the  Centre  for 
Addiction  and  Mental  Health  (CAMH). 

"They  get  trapped,"  Katzman  continues,  "A 
lot  of  them  can't  maintain  jobs.  If  they  get  a  job 
they  can't  move  up.  It's  the  gift  that  keeps  on 
giving." 

Katzman  is  also  scientific  advisory  chair  for 
the  Anxiety  Disorders  Association  of  Canada 
(ADAC) — an  organization  dedicated  to  pro- 
moting the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  anxiety. 

One  of  the  most  common  anxiety  disorders, 
social  anxiety  (or  social  phobia)  is  an  intense 
fear  of  scrutiny  or  embarrassment  that  causes 
a  person  to  avoid  social  situations  and  severely 
disrupts  their  ability  to  lead  a  happy,  healthy 
life. 

Last  month,  the  CAMH  held  a  talk  at  the  Ad- 
diction Research  Foundation  (ARF)  on  Russell 
street,  discussing  anxiety  and  co-occuring 
depression. 

One  of  the  speakers  at  the  talk  was  Earla 
Dunbar,  a  patient  of  Katzman's  and  also  the 
founder  of  the  Social  Anxiety  Support  Group 
of  Toronto — which  she  has  been  running  for 
three  years. 

Several  members  of  Dunbar's  group  agreed 
to  speak  to  The  Varsity,  but  only  under  pseud- 
onyms. 

"Mark,"  24,  related  his  experiences.  Mark 
was  verbally  abused  by  his  father  in  his  child- 
hood. This  contributed  to  severe  feelings  of 
shyness  that  impaired  his  social  life  in  high- 
school  and  beyond.  "If  I  was  at  a  party  or  a 
group  interaction,  I  would  withdraw.  1  would 
stand  behind  people  so  that  1  was  presenting 
as  little  of  myself  as  1  possibly  could." 

Dunbar  herself  began  suffering  social 
anxiety  at  age  five.  She  frequently  felt  sick  at 
school  and  had  trouble  interacting  with  other 
children.  This  continued  throughout  adoles- 
cence and  into  adulthood,  leading  her  to  drug 


and  alcohol  abuse  in  high-school;  which  she 
dropped  out  of  in  grade  12.  Dunbar's  ordeal 
was  punctuated  by  episodes  of  severe  depres- 
sion— the  occurring  after  the  death  of  her 
father,  when  she  was  ten. 

At  various  times  in  her  life,  Dunbar  was 
agoraphobic — effectively  house-bound.  "1  had 
to  hide  behind  a  chair  if  somebody  knocked 
on  the  door — just  so  1  knew  they  couldn't  see 
me." 

"Theo"  describes  social  anxiety  as  a  kind  of 
extreme  perfectionism.  "We  tend  to  be  perfec- 
tionists. If  that's  the  way  we  can  be  all  the  time, 
no  one  can  find  fault  with  us.  So  if  we  do  foul  up, 
that's  the  worst  thing  that  can  happen." 

"I  just  say  'fuck  it,'"  says  Paul  Rennie,  who  co- 
facilitates  the  group  with  Dunbar.  "I  dropped 
my  pop  on  the  subway  today.  There's  this 
gorgeous  chick  sitting  across  the  way,  so  I'm 
thinking  she  probably  saw  that." 

For  a  socially  anxious  person,  even  some- 
thing as  simple  as  dropping  a  beverage  can 
become  a  source  of  horrific  terror — the  feeling 
of  being  severely  judged  or  ridiculed  for  being 
clumsy. 

But  Rennie  has  been  battling  social  phobia 
for  many  years,  and  knows  how  to  handle  his 
fear.  "I  just  say  'fuck  it'  and  move  on,  because  it 
takes  up  too  much  time  in  your  head.  You  can't 
possibly  think  what  that  person's  thinking....  I 
just  don't  waste  time  with  those  thoughts.  I'm  a 
lot  better,  but  I  have  to  fight  it  all  the  time." 

It's  a  disease  that  revolves  around  judg- 
ment and  perfection.  Rennie  elaborates,  "The 
biggest  fear  for  a  socially  phobic  person  is  to 
be  embarrassed.  The  other  person  is  going 
to  judge,  and  if  they  judge,  I'm  not  going  to  be 
good  enough.  That's  really  what  it's  about." 

He  adds,  "When  1  realized  it's  okay  to  fail,  and 
that  it's  a  good  experience  sometimes  to  fail,  all 
that  pressure  came  off." 

Of  course,  until  a  patient  gets  to  that  point,  it 
can  be  very  difficult  to  function.  When  anxious 
emotions  take  over,  the  fear  of  embarrassment 
often  becomes  a  self-fulfilling  prophecy.  The 
anxiety  itself  makes  it  difficult  to  have  positive 
social  experiences. 

"Sometimes  you  get  so  anxious  your  mind 


goes  blank,"  says  Dunbar.  This  can  make  it 
extremely  difficult  to  respond  effectively  in 
conversation. 

"Most  of  us  are  really  great  actors,"  says  Dun- 
bar. "People  thought  I  was  the  happiest,  lucki- 
est person  in  the  world.  Meanwhile  I  was  dying 
inside.  We  don't  want  other  people  to  know,  so 
we  disguise  it." 

"It's  so  hard  for  many  of  us  to  be  functional 
on  a  day  to  day  basis,"  says  Theo,  "because 
all  your  energy  goes  into  your  disorder;  your 
thought  patterns.  It  becomes  really  difficult  to 
focus  on  a  task,  or  your  education..." 

"Or  to  keep  a  job,"  interjects  Rennie.  "1  got  to 
the  point  where  1  just  couldn't  work." 

But  the  disease  itself  makes  it  difficult  for  a 
sufferer  to  seek  help. 

Dunbar  was  44  years  old  before  she  was  fi- 
nally treated  for  her  illness.  Up  until  then,  she'd 
kept  her  problems  a  secret.  Dunbar  explains,  "I 
was  afraid  I'd  be  locked  up.  I  would  never  tell 
anyone  the  whole  story.  1  was  terrified." 

"Physical  symptoms  come  into  play,"  adds 
Theo.  "Sweating,  trembling,  headaches, 
stomach  problems,  muscle  tension,  breathing 
problems,  hyperventilating,  weak  legs,  aches 
and  pains." 

"And  you  go  to  the  doctor,"  continues  Dun- 
bar, "and  they  can't  find  anything  wrong  with 
you.  It's  very  frustrating." 

"You  can  really  get  down,"  says  Rennie,  "you 
can  become  suicidal.  It  can  be  very  bad." 

"A  lot  of  people  turn  to  substance  abuse  or 
things  to  numb  the  reality,"  says  Theo. 

In  addition  to  substance  abuse,  untreated 
socially  anxiety  can  lead  to  further  complica- 
tions. 

"Rob,"  28,  explains:  "The  thing  with  social 
phobia,  there's  usually  another  disorder  at- 
tached to  it.  Panic  disorder,  depression,  ago- 
raphobia..." 

But  the  social  anxiety  is  still  there,  making 
it  difficult  to  access  treatment  for  all  the  other 
problems  it  has  caused. 

"1  would  go  to  AA,"  says  Rennie,  "and  1  would 
go  to  the  washroom,  and  I'd  shake  so  bad,  be- 
cause there  were  so  many  people  out  there... 
and  you  have  to  hide  that  terror,  because 


you're  so  ashamed." 

"You  can  lose  a  lot  of  years  to  avoidance," 
says  Rennie,  "because  you  don't  want  to  do 
things  that  will  make  you  afraid,  so  you  avoid 
it.  The  more  you  avoid  the  more  you  become 
isolated.  Then  you're  just  alone.  Until  you  find 
out  what  you  have,  it's  pretty  tough." 

Anxiety  can  become  a  kind  of  downward  spi- 
ral— particularly  when  combined  with  another 
illness  like  depression.  The  disorders  feed 
each  other,  sucking  the  sufferer  into  a  vicious 
cycle  of  withdrawal  and  despair. 

Yet  despite  the  severity  of  these  conditions 
and  efforts  to  educate  the  public,  there  is  still  a 
tremendous  stigma  associated  with  mood  and 
anxiety  disorders. 

"People  always  look  at  you  as  if  there's  some- 
thing wrong  with  you,"  says  Selma.  Selma  is 
not  part  of  the  social  anxiety  group,  but  has 
also  received  treatment  for  depression  and 
anxiety  at  the  CAMH. 

She  took  early  retirement  from  teaching  kin- 
dergarten due  to  severe  anxiety  and  chronic 
depression,  but  only  after  experiencing  severe 
discrimination:  "My  former  principle  told 
half  the  neighborhood  about  my  depression. 
They  didn't  want  their  kids  in  my  class — even 
though  they  knew  I  was  a  great  teacher." 

"I  was  really  disappointed  after  all  my  years 
of  service  and  stuff  I'd  done...  and  the  [school] 
board  was  no  better...  And  yet  if  it  had  been  a 
physical  disability,  they  would  have  gone  to 
the  wall." 

Even  families  can  harbor  negative  views  of 
mental  illness.  "When  1  told  my  mom  about  my 
social  phobia,"  said  one  member  of  the  social 
anxiety  group,  "she  took  me  out  of  the  will.  She 
wouldn't  talk  to  me.  It  was  like  I  was  the  crazy 
one  in  the  family.  And  my  mom's  got  depres- 
sion and  anxiety  disorders,  too — but  we  don't 
talk  about  it." 

Dr.  Katzman  suggests  that  a  lot  of  this  stigma 
may  come  from  the  difficulty  in  understanding 
a  disease  which  is  effectively  invisible. 

"Think  about  what  you  can  do  with  coronary 
artery  disease.  You  can  go  dancing.  You  can 
go  to  a  movie.  You  might  be  able  to  have  a  sex- 
ual relationship.  You  probably  can't  if  you're 


ftatiiresis'tlievarslty.ca 


Feature 


Tuesday,  March  9, 2004  II 


socially  anxious." 

"You  can  die  from  this  disease."  Katzman 
continues,  referring  to  suicide,  "but  the  cause 
of  death  is  a  little  harder  to  deal  with  than  a 
heart  attack  or  a  stroke." 

This  is  why  Katzman  has  made  it  his  mission 
to  get  the  word  out  about  anxiety — which  is 
even  less  frequently,  diagnosed  and  treated 
than  depression,  and  less  well  understood. 

"There's  a  message  out  in  the  media  that 
the  drug  companies  are  selling  social  anxiety 
disorder — that  we're  treating  shyness,  person- 
ality quirks.  But  Earla's  story  is  not  about  a 
personality  quirk.  It's  a  damaging,  destructive, 
horrific  illness." 

Katzman  explains  that  there  are  a  lot  of  ge- 
netic factors  involved  in  social  anxiety.  Twin 
studies  show  that  if  one  twin  has  the  disease, 
the  other  twin's  chance  of  developing  it  are 
about  twice  as  high  for  identical  twins  than 
fraternal  ones.  Similarly,  the  odds  of  having 
the-disease  are  much  higher  if  you  have  a  first 
degree  relative  who  is  diagnosed  with  a  mood 
or  anxiety  disorder. 

A  lot  of  the  connection  seems  to  be  related  to 
"behavioral  inhibition."  Behaviorally  inhibited 
children  (about  10  per  cent  of  the  population) 
have  a  very  low  tolerance  for  novelty — they 
perceive  new  situations  as  threatening. 

Many  kids  manage  to  outgrow  their  be- 
havioral inhibition  by  age  four  or  so.  But  the 
ones  that  don't  change?  "They  have  huge  risks 
of  developing  multiple  anxiety  disorders," 
explains  Katzman.  "The  more  co-occurring 
illnesses  you  have,  the  more  likely  you  are  to 
be  suicidal." 

Not  every  behaviorally  inhibited  child  will 
develop  anxiety,  but  the  rates  are  high,  and  our 
medical  system  simply  isn't  geared  to  catching 
them  early  in  life. 

Katzman  illustrates:  "If  I  gave  my  daughter  a 
stamp  pad,  and  let  her  stamp  'anxiety  disorder' 
on  every  behaviorally  inhibited  kid's  chart, 
she'd  be  right  1  in  4  times.  We  pick  up  less  than 
one  in  200  anxiety  disorders.  My  daughter  is 
much  better  than  our  system.  She's  five  years 
old." 

Forget  about  catching  anxious  people 
early — we  can't  even  catch  them  later  on.  Ac- 


cording to  the  Anxiety  Disorders  Association 
of  Canada,  if  you  make  four  or  more  visits  to 
a  doctors  office  (not  counting  call-backs  and 
pregancy),  one  study  says  you've  got  a  25  per 
cent  chance  of  having  a  generalized  anxiety 
disorder  right  now. 

Katzman:  "The  most  common  presentation 
of  post-traumatic  stress  disorder,  generalized 
anxiety  disorder,  and  social  phobia  is  a  medi- 
cal visit." 

But  doctors  don't  usually  detect  these  ill- 
nesses. 

"You  actually  can  make  more  money  treat- 
ing warts  than  anxiety  disorders,"  explains 
Katzman.  "The  system  isn't  designed  for  you  to 
be  motivated...  Not  that  doctors  don't  care,  but 
our  medical  system  is  swamped." 

The  sad  part  is  that  there  are  very  effective 
treatments  for  anxiety.  New  medications  have 
relatively  few  side  effects  compared  with  older 
drugs,  and  are  highly  effective. 

"Ironically,"  says  Katzman,  "because  the 
drug  companies  are  developing  a  market 
niche,  they're  improving  the  quality  of  care.  As 
far  as  I'm  concerned  that's  a  good  thing." 

Treatments  such  as  cognitive  behavioral 
therapy  (CBT),  which  involves  uncovering  and 
stopping  anxious  thinking  habits  while  at  the 
same  time  gradually  exposing  oneself  to  ever 
more  challenging  situations,  is  also  highly  ef- 
fective. 

"CBT  is  a  very  effective  treatment.  Some 
studies  have  suggested  that  CBT  is  better  long 
term.  A  lot  of  studies  have  suggested  that  a 
combination  is  the  best  approach,  but  CBT  is 
not  as  well  proven  as  pharmaceutical  treat- 
ments," says  Katzman. 

Drug  companies,  who  provide  most  of  the  re- 
search dollars,  aren't  as  interested  in  exploring 
treatments  they  won't  profit  by. 

At  the  CAMH,  the  practitioners  in  the  mood 
and  anxiety  disorders  clinic  are  also  experi- 
menting with  a  new  technique,  called  Mind- 
fulness Based  Cognitive  Therapy  (MBCT),  to 
treat  patients.  MBCT  combines  meditation 
techniques  that  train  attention  with  conven- 
tional cognitive  therapy. 

"We're  very  impressed  with  the  research," 
enthuses  Katzman,  "the  data  is  very  exciting." 


Selma  has  been  using  MBCT  to  manage  her 
depression  and  anxiety  under  the  supervision 
of  Kate  Kitchen,  a  collegue  of  Dr.  Katzman.  Sel- 
ma is  very  happy  with  the  results:  "1  just  think 
differently  about  a  whole  lot  of  things.  Even  the 
social  anxiety,  1  find  that  it  has  helped  tremen- 
dously. I'm  not  as  afraid  to  approach  people." 

Unfortunately,  CBT  is  extremely  hard  to 
come  by — let  alone  something  experimental 
like  MBCT.  "We're  a  city  of  five  million  people 
in  the  Toronto  area.  How  many  people  in  the 
city  of  Toronto  do  CBT?  The  numbers  are  not 
that  great.  The  under-serviced  area  is  prob- 
ably North  of  College,  all  the  way  north." 

Financial  barriers  are  a  problem  as  well. 
OHIP  and  medical  insurance  typically  do  not 
provide  enough  coverage  to  adequately  treat 
the  illness. 

Still,  even  with  all  these  difficulties,  it's  ab- 
solutely worthwhile  for  anxiety  sufferers  to 
seek  treatment.  Patients  can  be  pro-active  and 
speak  to  their  doctors,  check  out  websites  like 
the  Canadian  Mental  Health  Association,  the 
Centre  for  Addiction  and  Mental  Health,  and 
the  Anxiety  Disorders  Association  of  Canada. 
Groups  like  Dunbar's  are  also  a  great  way  to 
connect  with  people  who  understand  and 
know  how  to  access  professional  treatment. 

And  if  you  feel  like  donating,  the  Social  Pho- 
bia Support  Group  can  use  funding  as  well. 

"Anton,"  one  of  the  quieter  members  of  Dun- 
bar's group,  summarizes  a  life  spent  battling 
anxiety:  "When  1  was  in  grade  one,  1  couldn't  in- 
teract with  people.  At  recess  1  would  just  stand 
where  we  were  supposed  to  go  when  recess 
was  over.  1  wouldn't  associate  with  people. 
The  obsessive-compulsive  disorder  (OCD) 
hit  at  about  17  or  18,  and  there  was  no  point  of 
return.  The  social  phobia  is  much  smaller,  but 
it  still  controls  it.  1  can't  say  how  much — say,  30 
per  cent  social  phobia,  and  the  rest  OCD.  Then 
there's  depression  and  alcohol  addiction. 
That's  why  I  don't  want  to  grow  old,  because  1 
haven't  lived.  1  want  to  live."  Anton  is  41. 

But  Dunbar  is  optimistic.  "1  started  living 
at  44,"  she  says.  "Most  people  in  their  20's  & 
30's  try  to  get  help,  and  they  say  they  can't  do 
it — they're  too  old,  whatever.  Well,  1  didn't  start 
until  1  was  44.  You  still  can  get  well." 


Social  Phobia  Support  Group 
of  Toronto 

Tuesdays  &  Wednesdays,  7:00  to  8:30  pm, 
Fridays,  3:00  to  4:30  pm 

Centre  for  Addiction  &  Mental  Health 
250  College  Street,  Toronto 
llthfloor,  room  1118 

Earla  Dunbar 

416-746-4819 
dunbarIamont@aol.com 

Paul  M.  Rennle 

paulmichael@rogers.com 

www.sociaJphobics.tripod.com 
Websites 

Centre  for  Addiction  &  Mental  Health: 
www.camh.net 

Canadian  Mental  Health  Association 
www.cmha.ca 

Mood  Disorders  Society  of  Canada 
web.mooddisorderscanada.ca 

Anxiety  Disorders  Association  of  Canada 
www.anxietvcanada.ca 


Facts  about  social  anxiety 

-Only  11  per  cent  of  people  with  an  anxiety 
disorder  receive  treatment 
-Social  anxiety  is  the  third  most  common 
psychiatric  disorder  after  depression  and 
alcohol  abuse 

-During  their  lifetime,  7  to  15  per  cent  of 
Canadians  will  suffer  social  anxiety 
-Socially  anxious  patients  have  a  high  rate 
of  concurrent  conditions:  33-58  per  cent  for 
major  depressive  disorder,  27-31  per  cent 
for  generalized  anxiety  disorder,  25  per 
cent  for  substance  abuse  disorders 
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\  UC244 


:  4pm  You  Are  What  You  Eat: 
J  Eating  Organic  In  and  Around 
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I  Sponsored  by  the  Equity  Gardeners  ; 
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;8pm  ENSU  Movie  Night: 
The  Corporation 
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'5pm  The  Politics  of  the 

Environment  Keynote  speaker: 
Federal  Environment  Minister 
David  Anderson  OISE  Auditorium 

free  tickets  at  all  SAC  locations 
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SCIENCE  BRIEFS 

Fat  cells  used  to  grow 
blood  vessels 

New  research  shows  that  fat  cells  can 
be  used  to  promote  the  growth  of  new 
blood  vessels.  This  could  have  enor- 
mous medical  applications,  such  as 
repairing  clogged  arteries,  or  growing 
new  cardiovascular  tissue  in  people 
with  poor  circulation.  The  fat  used  to 
grow  new  blood  vessels  could  simply 
be  derived  from  liposuction,  say  scien- 
tists. Researchers  injected  immature 
fat  cells,  called  stromal  cells,  into  the 
hind  legs  of  rats.  Their  circulation  im- 
proved by  five  times.  It  seems  that  the 
fat  cells  secrete  a  mixture  of  growth 
hormones  that  promote  the  growth  of 
vessels.  Stromal  cells  are  very  similar 
to  stem  cells,  so  much  so  that  some 
researchers  aren't  even  sure  if  they 
are  two  different  cell  types.  If  stromal 
cells  are  equivalent  to  stem  cells,  the 
excess  fat  of  the  western  world  could 
serve  as  an  alternative  to  embryos  for 
stem  cell  research. 
-ZOE  CORMIER 
Source:  Nature 

Liquid  lenses 

Electronics  giant  Philips  has  developed 
a  new  kind  of  lens  that  uses  liquids  in- 
stead of  solid  glass  pieces  to  create  a 
focus.  Conventional  lenses  work  by  ad- 
justing the  distance  between  two  glass 
plates — this  new  lens  uses  electric 
currents.  The  lens  consists  of  a  glass 
cylinder  with  two  liquid  layers  inside 
it — a  layer  of  an  electrically  conduct- 
ing water  soluble  solution  and  a  layer 
of  a  non-electrically  conducting  fat 
soluble  solution.  The  two  liquids  can- 
not mix  and  create  two  distinct  layers. 
The  inside  of  the  cylinder  is  coated 
with  a  material  that  repels  the  watery 
solution  but  not  the  fatty  one,  causing 
the  interface  between  the  two  liquids 
to  curve  towards  the  center.  When  an 
electric  current  is  applied  the  material 
becomes  less  repellant,  and  the  curve 
between  the  two  liquids  changes.  Re- 
searchers say  a  liquid  based  lens  could 
be  on  the  market  as  soon  as  2005 — al- 
though due  to  the  nature  of  the  design 
the  lenses  could  be  no  bigger  than  one 
centimeter  in  diameter. 
-ZC 

Source:  New  Scientist 

Super-cooling  atoms 

Physicists  in  Germany  have  managed 
to  super-cool  a  single  rubidium  atom 
down  to  perhaps  100  microkelvins,  just 
a  hair  above  absolute  zero,  using  light 
and  mirrors.  The  scientists  injected 
a  single  atom  into  a  cavity  about  100 
microns  wide  that  had  been  pumped 
free  of  all  other  matter,  a  vacuum,  with 
mirrors  lining  the  sides.  They  then 
beamed  light  into  the  space  with  an 
infrared  laser.  The  light  bounced  back 
and  forth  across  the  cavity.  When  the 
photons  hit  the  atom,  the  atom  lost 
some  of  its  energy  and  hence  cooled 
down.  The  photons  eventually  es- 
caped from  the  vacuum,  carrying  their 
extra  energy  with  them  and  leaving  a 
super-cooled  atom  behind. 
-ZC 

Source:  New  Scientist 


Big  questions  bring  big  answers 


by  JON  NORMAN 


The  story  of  modern  cosmology  is  a 
convoluted  one.  At  its  core,  cosmol- 
ogy attempts  to  describe  an  epic 
tale  of  evolution — to  answer  ques- 
tions about  the  beginning,  growth 
and  possible  end  of  the  universe  as 
we  know  it.  Not  surprisingly,  such 
knowledge  doesn't  come  easily.  The 
line  between  observable  reality  and 
fantastically  abstract  theory  is  often 
blurred  and  constantly  shifting.  The 
path  to  established  fact  is  inevitably 
strewn  with  quarks,  leptons,  superno- 
vae,  and  black  holes. 

And  according  to  U  of  T  cosmolo- 
gist  Richard  Bond,  an  internationally 
respected  figure  in  theoretical  astro- 
physics, there  is  a  recent  addition  to 
that  list  of  usual  suspects;  one  that 
might  pave  the  way  to  a  more  coher- 
ent understanding  of  the  structure 
of  the  universe.  Despite  its  semantic 
emptiness,  the  concept  of  a  vacuum 
is  becoming  the  focus  for  astrophysi- 
cists worldwide. 

"The  vacuum  is  at  the  heart  of  our 
lack  of  understanding  about  the  uni- 
verse," noted  Bond  in  a  lecture  given 
last  week  as  part  of  U  of  T's  University 
Professor  Lecture  Series.  According 
to  Bond,  a  mysterious  energy  thought 
to  be  associated  with  the  emptiness 
of  space  may  be  driving  the  fate  of  the 
universe.  "If  there  is  a  physicist  who 
says  he  truly  understands  a  vacuum, 
what  he  is  really  saying  is  that  he  is 
not  a  physicist." 

Known  as  Omega-Lambda,  the 
tiny  and  poorly- understood  vacuum 
energy  is  hoped  to  help  solve  a  fun- 
damental conundrum  in  cosmology: 
is  the  universe  eternally  expanding 
or  eventually  collapsing?  If  it  is  con- 
tinually expanding,  our  long-term 
descendents  might  not  have  much 
to  look  forward  to.  "Our  ultimate  fate 
would  be  a  cold,  cold,  cold  death," 
Bond  puts  it. 

The  question  is  fundamental  to 
understanding  the  mechanics  of  the 
cosmos.  A  coherent  answer  will  shed 
light  on  not  only  the  future,  but  also 
on  our  beginnings.  Particularly,  how  . 
the  universe  got  to  be  so  complex 
since  the  early  moments  of  the  Big 
Bang.  Over  that  14  billion  year  time 
period,  astronomers  know  that  mat- 
ter has  clumped  together  to  form 


galaxies,  stars,  planets  and  humans. 
What  is  less  clear  is  how  exactly  this 
has  happened. 

According  to  Bond,  the  answers 
may  reside  in  an  elusive  pair:  dark 
matter  and  dark  energy. 

Only  about  five  per  cent  of  the 
universe  consists  of  observable  mat- 
ter. A  proportion  of  the  remainder  is 
comprised  of  so-called  dark  matter, 
which  invisible  to  our  eyes  as  it  does 
not  emit  or  reflect  light,  and  is  detect- 
able only  through  its  gravitational 
effects.  Fundamentally,  "dark  matter 
is  holding  the  universe  together," 
remarked  Bond.  It  accounts  for  a  sig- 
nificant amount  of  hidden  gravity  in 
the  universe,  and  helps  keep  current 
cosmological  theories  in  line  with 
astronomical  observation. 

But,  there  are  other  factors  at  play. 
If  only  observable  matter  and  dark 
matter  existed,  the  universe  should 
be  decelerating  in  its  expansion.  But 
in  fact  recent  observational  evidence, 
particularly  high-tech  snapshots  of 
supernovae  in  distant  galaxies,  is 
leading  astronomers  to  conclude  that 


the  universe  is  not  only  expanding 
but  accelerating.  This  acceleration  is 
often  referred  to  as  the  cosmological 
constant,  and  apparently  results  from 
an  elusive  "dark  energy"  that  seems 
to  be  prevalent  across  the  universe. 

"Dark  energy  is  distinct  from  dark 
matter,"  pointed  out  U  of  T  physicist 
Amanda  Peet,  who  is  working  at  the 
frontiers  of  astrophysics  to  under- 
stand the  mechanisms  behind  dark 
energy  and  the  accelerating  universe. 
According  to  Peet,  dark  energy's  sig- 
nificance to  our  cosmological  under- 
standing can't  be  overestimated.  "It 
makes  up  70  per  cent  of  the  universe," 
she  noted,  and  it  may  be  causing  the 
universe  to  inflate  indefinitely. 

Peet  is  an  expert  in  a  new  field 
known  as  string  theory,  which  sees 
matter  and  energy  as  made  up  of 
tiny  vibrating  strings,  as  opposed  to 
more  traditional  particles.  It  is  hoped 
that  string  theory  can  help  bridge  a 
cosmological  ingenuity  gap  that  stub- 
bornly resides  at  the  interface  of  ob- 
servational astronomy,  mathematics, 
physics,  and  computational  theory. 


"[String  theory]  is  the  best  hope 
for  understanding  the  fundamental 
structure  of  gravity — and  gravity  is 
the  basis  of  cosmology,"  noted  Peet. 

Over  the  next  year,  U  of  T  will  be 
at  the  international  forefront  of  string 
theory  research  and  the  quest  for 
cosmological  understanding.  The 
Fields  Institute  at  U  of  T  and  the  Pe- 
rimeter Institute  at  the  University  of 
Waterloo  will  be  co-hosting  a  year- 
long program  dedicated  to  string  the- 
ory research.  Known  as  The  Year  of 
the  String,  the  program  will  run  from 
September  2004  to  June  2005  and  will 
attract  speakers  and  researchers 
worldwide  to  contemplate  the  bound- 
aries of  our  understanding. 

So,  just  when  you  were  about  to 
concede  to  confusion  and  acknowl- 
edge (a  la  Douglas  Adams)  that  The 
Answer  really  is  42,  cosmologists 
are  now  telling  us  that  it  just  may  be 
Omega-Lambda.  But,  what  was  The 
Question  anyway? 

The  beauty  of  the  cosmological 
pursuit  of  knowledge  is  that,  to  quote 
Bond,  "the  meaning  is  up  to  you." 


Double  mastectomies  do  not  have  serious  impact  on 
women's  sexual  functioning  or  self-image,  says  study 


by  MADELEINE  KHAN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Consider  having  part  of  your  anato- 
my removed  to  prevent  the  possibil- 
ity of  developing  cancer  in  that  area. 
Many  women  with  a  family  history 
of  breast  cancer  choose  what  ap- 
pears to  be  a  drastic  option:  preven- 
tative double  mastectomy.  Yet  most 
"high-risk"  women  who  have  under- 
gone surgery  are  satisfied  with  their 
choice,  and  experience  minimal 
physical  or  psychological  distress 
over  their  decision  to  have  both 
breasts  removed,  "just  in  case." 

U  of  T  professors  Kelly  Metcalfe, 
Vivek  Goel,  Steven  Narod,  and  Mary 
Jane  Esplen  surveyed  60  women 
from  across  Ontario  who  had  had 
preventative  double  mastectomies. 
They  published  their  findings  in  the 


January  2004  issue  of  Psycho-Oncol- 
ogy. They  found  that  97  per  cent 
of  the  women  were  pleased  with 
their  surgery,  although  the  younger 
ones  (less  than  50  years  old)  were 
somewhat  less  satisfied  than  the 
older  patients.  Those  with  a  strong 
family  history  of  breast  cancer  were 
most  likely  to  experience  distress. 
Two  thirds  of  the  women  said  the 
preventative  surgery  did  not  have 
an  impact  on  their  sexual  function- 
ing. About  one  third  even  reported 
an  improved  self-image  after  the 
surgery.  Those  who  had  breast 
reconstruction  surgery  had  higher 
levels  of  satisfaction  with  general 
body  image. 

Overall,  according  to  Dr.  Metcalfe, 
those  women  who  had  opted  for 
preventative  double  mastectomy 
were  pleased  with  their  decision 


and  did  not  suffer  psychologically. 

Although  only  five  to  ten  per  cent 
of  women  who  develop  breast  can- 
cer possess  the  gene  predisposing 
them  to  the  disease,  80  per  cent  of 
those  who  have  the  gene  will  go  on 
to  develop  the  disease.  Catherine 
Meckus  is  the  communications  as- 
sistant at  the  Ontario  Chapter  of 
the  Canadian  Breast  Cancer  Foun- 
dation, which  provided  funding  for 
the  study.  The  organization  raises 
funds  and  allocates  them  to  breast 
cancer  research,  research  aware- 
ness and  early  diagnosis  programs, 
and  assistance/support  programs. 
One  of  these  invovles  collaborat- 
ing with  "Foodshare"  to  provide 
fresh,  organic  fruits,  vegetables, 
and  semi-prepared  meals  to  breast 
cancer  patients.  Physically  depleted 
by  chemotherapy,  these  women  are 


often  too  exhausted  to  shop  for  or 
cook  healthy  meals  for  themselves. 

Meckus  explains  that  high-risk 
women,  those  with  a  family  history 
of  breast  cancer,  usually  undergo 
genetic  counseling  to  determine 
if  they  are  carrying  a  potentially 
deadly  gene.  "Even  though  not  all 
women  found  carrying  the  gene 
will  develop  breast  cancer,  80  per 
cent  chances  are  odds  many  do 
not  want  to  live  with.  So  they  take 
steps  to  prevent  cancer  from  ever 
appearing." 

Although  Dr.  Metcalfe  confirmed 
that  the  study  did  not  elaborate  on 
the  support  systems  of  satisfied 
women  which  may  have  factored 
into  positive  results,  she  states  the 
findings  "are  very  encouraging"  and 
bode  well  for  those  forced  to  make  a 
difficult  decision. 
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Video  games  boost  disabled 
kids  self-image 


by  BRIAN  M.NEARY 


Children  with  cerebral  palsy  who 
play  sports  video  games  reap  a 
marked  improvement  in  self-es- 
teem, U  of  T  research  suggests. 
Occupational  therapy  professor 
Denise  Reid  and  graduate  student 
Stacey  Miller  published  their  study 
in  the  December  issue  of  Cyber  Psy- 
chology and  Behavior.  In  the  study 
Reid  and  Miller  report  that  when 
physically  disabled  kids  played 
virtual  reality  sports,  like  soccer 
and  snowboarding,  "They  thought 
they  were  cool."  Game  players 
could  also  try  their  hands  at  vol- 
leyball or  dancing.  Participants 
played  games  using  upper-body 
movements  to  interact  with  vir- 
tual environments,  thus  combin- 
ing physical  therapy  with  mental 
therapy. 

In  addition  to  providing  muscu- 
lar therapy  it  was  concluded  that 
perception  of  self-ability  was  also 
improved  upon,  given  that  the  chil- 
dren (most  of  them  using  walkers 
or  wheelchairs)  did  not  previously 
see  themselves  as  capable  of  such 
physically  demanding  sports. 

After  a  detailed  interviewing  pro- 
cess Reid  and  Miller  followed  the 
progress  of  nineteen  participants 
aged  eight  to  thirteen  as  they 
used  the  adapted  software.  In  their 
study,  "Doing  Play:  Competency, 
Control,  and  Expression,"  the  au- 
thors describe  how  the  children 
experienced  "perceived  physical 
changes  and  increased  social  ac- 
ceptance from  both  peers  and 
family."  Even  through  the  vicari- 
ous medium  of  computer  games  it 
seems  that  positive  experiences  of 
ability  and  achievement  can  have  a 
meaningful  impact  on  children  and 
the  way  they  regard  themselves. 

This  is  not  the  first  instance  of 
virtual  reality  (VR)  being  used  in 
therapeutic  practice.  VR  has  also 
been  applied  in  the  treatment  of 
phobias  such  as  acrophobia  (fear 
of  heights),  arachnophobia  (spi- 
ders), or  claustrophobia  (enclosed 
spaces). 

Due  to  the  expense  and  relative 


inflexibility  of  "purpose-built  VR 
hardware  and  software,"  off-the- 
shelf  equipment  is  often  used  in  its 
place.  The  term  "therapeutic  virtu- 
al environments  derived  from  com- 
puter games,"  or  TVEDCG  is  used 
by  cyberpsychologists  to  describe 


this  alternative  gear.  Research  into 
developing  cheaper  VR  tools  is 
important  to  the  maturity  of  VR 
as  expensive  equipment  can  limit 
patients'  access  to  treatment.. 

Reid  and  Miller's  research  was 
funded  by  Kids  Action  Research. 


Dr.  Reid,  who  is  with  the  Faculty 
of  Medicine's  department  of  occu- 
pational therapy,  is  now  studying 
VR's  therapeutic  effect  on  elderly 
stroke  patients. 


More 

SrjENCE  BRIEFS 


Million  dollar  wool 

Australian  farmers  have  created 
the  finest,  softest,  most  valuable 
wool  ever  produced.  The  wool 
strands  are  less  than  12  microns 
thick,  about  one-fifth  the  diameter 
of  human  hair  and  three-fifths  the 
thickness  of  the  average  wool  sold 
on  the  market.  A  90  kilogram  ball 
of  the  wool  has  been  priced  at 
about  a  million  Australian  dollars. 
The  wool  came  from  sheep  owned 
by  two  Australian  brothers,  Bim 
and  Richard  Goodrich,  who  ap- 
parently feed  their  animals  luxury 
food,  keep  them  in  a  climate-con- 
trolled pen,  and  even  play  them 
soft  ambient  music. 
-ZC 

Source:  BBC  News 


Teach  English 
Overseas 

LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 

ESL  Teacher  Training  Courses 

■  Intensive  60-Hour  Program 

■  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

■  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

■  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

■  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

■  Job  Guarantee  Included 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240/  1-800-269-6719 

■  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

■  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

■  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

■  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

■  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

■  Free  Repeat  Policy 

■  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240 
1-800-269-6719 

vmw.oxfordseminars.com 

www.oxfordseininars.com 

designer  frames  •  on-site  lab  ■  high  quality  lenses 


Doctors 

jerry  Nolfi  |  Upen  Kawale 

optometrists 

't;  eye  exams  •  eyeglasses  •  contact  lenses  •  ^ 
'^^^^  laser  surgery  consultations  Q-*^^* 

MANULIFE  CENTRE  •  55  BLOOR  ST.  W.  (AT  BAY)  •  416-966  1955 
www.torontoeyecore.com 


TESL  Diploma 

(Teaching  English  as  a  Second  Language) 

Accredited  by  The  Ministry  of  Training,  Colleges  &  Universities 


Teach  English 

in  Canada  or  Abroad 

Full  and  Part-time  Studies 

Open  House  March  1 1  (6:30pm) 

YORK  COLLEGE  of  Industry  &  Technolog)' 
44  Victoria  Street,  Toronto  416.861.1808  www.ycit.on.ca 


Double  the  power  of  your  degree 


Work  in  the  Global  Village 


International 
Project  Management 

a  12-month  post-graduate  certificate  program 
in  international  development  at  Number  College 

Now  you  can  study  for  employment  in  the  growing  field  of 
International  Development.  Learn  applied  skills  for  writing 
international  project  proposals,  cross-cultural  communications, 
managing  resources  for  overseas  international  development,  and 
more.  The  program  includes  an  8-week  field  placement  or  applied 
research  project  which  may  be  completed  overseas  or  in  North 
America.  Call  (416)  675-6622,  ext  3226,  g^. 
or  e-mail  pat.meek@humber.ca  fjf  H  UMBER 

The  Business  School 


WWW.  bus  In  ess.  h  u  m  b  e  r  . 


Hart  House  Theatre 
Evening  performances  March  10  - 1 3,8pm 
Matinee  Saturday  March  13, 2pm 

for  show  and  ticket  information  check  out  www.skulei)ito.ca 


Graduate  Students'  Union  Elections 


These  candidates  are  elected  by  acclamation  for  2004-2005: 


President 

Vice-President  (internal) 
Vice-President  (External) 


Mahadeo  Sukhai 
Roberta  Tucci 
Arij  Al  Chawaf 


Secretary 
Treasurer 


Christopher  Collins 
Sameer  Al-Abdul-Wahid 


Double  the  power  of  your  degree 


Learn  how  to 
'  manage 

the  country's 
greatest  assets. 

with  number's  new  12-month  post-graduate  program  in 

Public  Administration 

Public  administrators  work  across  all  levels  of  local,  provincial, 
regional  and  federal  governments.  Humber  College's  program 
gives  university  graduates  the  knowledge  and  skills  necessary 
to  manage  the  considerable  human,  physical  and  financial 
resources  of  the  public  sector. 

Call  (416)  675-6622,  ext  3206,  fjjf  HUMBER 

or  e-mail  ted.glenn@humiber.ca  me  Business  school 


www.business.humber.ca 


fCarleton 
UNIVERSITY 

Canada's  Capital  University 


Summer 
Session 

2004 


Sun.  Sand.  Study. 


Sun.  Sand.  Study.  An  unlikely 
combination  ~  unless  you're  taking  a 
summer-session  course  at  Carleton 
University  in  Ottawa.  Flexible  and 
convenient.  Courses  are  available  days 
and  evenings  in  classrooms  and  on  our 
itv  channel.  Whatever  course  you  choose 
vnll  fit  easily  into  your  schedule,  leaving 
time  for  the  beach,  chores,  and  a  job. 
Everything  you  need  to  know  is  on 
our  Web  site.  Just  log  on  and  follow  the 
instructions,  then  get  out  and  enjoy  the 
sun.  You're  already  on  your  way  to  a 
brighter  future. 

carleton.ca/summer 

registrar@carleton.ca  (613)  52O-3S00 


innNTIONAU 
UNDERGRADUKTE  STUDEN1S 


The  SAC  Spring  Elections 
are  in  full  swing. 

CANDIDATE  FORUM  DATES 


Wednesday,  March  10th,  2004  at  2pm 

in  the  "Meeting  Room"  at  the  UTM  SAC  Office 


Thursday,  March  11th,  2004  @  12pm  in  Hart 
House,  East  Common  Room 


Look  for  posters,  campaigning  and  candidates 
around  campus. 

This  is  your  chance  to  ask  questions  and  get 
answers  from  candidates. 

All  locations  are  wheelchair  accessible. 

Voting  Days  on  ROSI:  March  16  until  March  18  at  5pm 
www.rosi.utoronto.ca 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT  MAHHEW 
by  email  at  cro@sac.utoronto.ca  or  416  978  4911 


Attention: 

Future  Law  Students 

Get  the  inside  scoop  on 
getting  in  to  law  school 
from  U  of  T  and  Osgoode  students 

Saturday,  March  13*\  12-2 
Kaplan  Toronto 
180  Bloor  Street  West 
Upper  Concourse 

For  more  info  or  to  register: 


1  -  800  -  KAP-TEST 
kaptest.com/law 


Test  Prep  and  Admissions 


*LSAT  is  a  registered  trademark  of  the  Law  School  Admission  Council 


reyiew@tlievarsity.ca 


Arts 


Entertainment 
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Metric  system 

Toronto-via-NTC-via-L.A.  band  rock  out  on  their  own  terms 


byTABASSUMSIDDIQUI 

VARSITY  STAFF 


It's  past  1  a.m.  at  the  Phoenix  last 
Thursday  night,  and  singer  Emily 
Haines  is  sprawled  on  the  stage,  cra- 
dling a  keyboard  in  her  lap  and  play- 
ing it  with  one  hand  while  the  rest 
of  her  band  builds  up  what  started 
off  as  a  quiet,  poem-like  number  to 
a  thunderous  finish.  It's  the  end  of 
Metrics  headlining  set  at  eye  mag's 
Canadian  Music  Week  showcase,  and 
though  the  band  was  on  this  same 
stage  playing  pretty  much  the  same 
set  just  last  December,  this  night  is 
somehow  different — like  watching  a 
band  literally  hit  their  stride  right  in 
front  of  your  eyes. 

Metric  are  no  strangers  to  critical 
and  fan  adoration — their  debut  al- 
bum. Old  World  Underground,  Where 
Are  You  Now?,  hit  pretty  much  every 
year-end  best-of  list  you  can  think  of 
(including  garnering  the  number-one 
pick  from  both  the  Toronto  Star's 
music  critics),  and  they've  gone  from 
opening  for  their  pals  Broken  Social 
Scene  (Haines  and  her  partner,  gui- 
tarist James  Shaw,  are  both  members 
of  the  loose  Scene  collective — that's 
her  singing  the  much-loved  "An- 
thems for  a  17-Year-Old  Girl")  at  that 
previous  Phoenix  stop,  to  topping  the 
bill  for  last  week's  extremely  sold-out 
show. 

But  it's  been  a  long,  hard  journey 
that's  taken  the  band  from  Toronto 
to  New  York  to  L.A. — along  the  way, 
they  recorded  a  winsome  electro- 
pop  album  (Grow  Up  and  Blow  Away) 
that  got  entangled  in  the  requisite 
record  label  woes  and  was  never 
released;  lived  through  9/11  and  the 


embers  of  the  now  red-hot  New  York 
indie-rock  scene;  and  came  by  their 
current  scrappy,  disco-rock  sound 
honestly — by  relying  on,  and  believ- 
ing in,  themselves. 

But  it's  hard  to  be  an  up-and-com- 
ing band  when  your  van  gets  stolen. 
Three  days  before  Metric's  trium- 
phant hometown  show,  Haines  is  on 
the  line  from  their  distributor's  office 
in  Montreal,  sounding  resigned.  The 
rest  of  the  band  hasn't  joined  her  yet 
from  New  York  because  someone's 
gone  and  swiped  their  van.  "I'll  be 
calling  our  insurance  company  after  I 
get  off  the  phone  with  you,"  she  jokes. 
Luckily,  their  equipment  wasn't  in  the 
vehicle  at  the  time,  but  it's  yet  anoth- 
er thing  for  the  self-sufficient  band  to 
worry  about. 

But  Haines  doesn't  seem  too 
concerned  about  the  van — she's 
more  interested  in  talking  about  big 
ideas — politics,  the  media,  the  role  of 
art.  Old  World  Underground  is  littered 
with  such  concepts — it's  as  literate 
as  it  is  melodic,  a  rarity  in  today's 
often-empty  indie  rock  landscape 
where  making  it  onto  magazine  cov- 
ers seems  more  important  than  mak- 
ing good  music. 

"It's  really  weird — I  normally  don't 
read  the  press  stuff,  but  in  the  last 
week,  I've  suddenly  had  this  aware- 
ness of  the  perception  of  the  music, 
and  it's  really  strange,"  Haines  offers. 
"I'm  totally  flattered  and  happy  to 
have  made  it  into  people's  stereos, 
but  I've  just  become  too  aware  of  the 
indie-rock  world  and  its  own  high- 
school  yearbook  celebrity  shit...  It 
seems  so  glaringly  obvious  that  no 
one  really  cares  about  the  world  out- 
side of  this  little  social  net,  and  it's  re- 


ally freaking  me  out  to  be  part  of  it." 

Haines'  own  social  scene  includes 
growing  up  with  several  members 
of  BSS  at  a  Toronto  arts  school,  and 
later  meeting  Shaw  at  a  gig  by  mu- 
tual friends  at  the  Horseshoe.  About 
three  years  ago,  the  nascent  version 
of  Metric  was  a  mainstay  in  the  lo- 
cal clubs — you  couldn't  miss  seeing 
their  name  in  the  listings,  and  Emily's 
gossamer  voice  and  Shaw's  angular 
guitar  lines  quickly  won  the  hearts 
of  local  critics  and  those  in  the  know. 
And  just  as  they  were  being  touted  as 
a  local  band  to  watch,  they  split,  first 
to  NYC,  then  later,  L.A.  Haines  says 
it  was  their  version  of  'you  have  to 
leave  to  come  back' — following  the 
overwhelming  crowd  response  at  the 
Phoenix,  she  looked  visibly  touched 
when  she  called  out,  "Thank  you, 
Toronto — you're  my  dream." 

"As  a  writer — if  that  doesn't  sound 
too  pretentious — that's  what  I've 
been  doing,"  Haines  says  about  the 
group's  nomadic  existence,  "Just 
going  places  and  writing  about  it. 
Definitely  being  in  New  York  at  that 
time  and  watching  what  can  only  be 
described  as  the  disintegration  of 
America  (as  far  as  I'm  concerned), 
and  recently  we  just  did  a  massive 
US  tour,  through  the  whole  country, 
from  Seattle  to  Orlando — 1  feel  like 
I'm  saturated  with  information  about 
the  state  of  things  there." 

Part  of  Metric's  appeal  is  their 
political  edge — Haines'  pointed  lyr- 
ics in  songs  like  "Combat  Baby"  and 
"Succexxy"  play  off  her  slick  snyth 
lines  and  the  killer  rhythm  section.  In 
concert,  Haines  is  a  live  wire,  shriek- 
ing out  lyrics  and  doing  high  kicks 
one  minute,  icily  delivering  social 


commentary  the  next.  Her  between- 
song  rants  at  the  Phoenix  proved  ar- 
guably nearly  as  entertaining  as  the 
music,  as  she  took  aim  at  a  certain 
local  rock  radio  station  and  exhorted 
the  audience  to  "keep  thinking"  as  a 
parting  shot. 

"I'm  disappointed  when  1  read 
reviews  that  completely  disregard 
that  [political]  content — which  1  just 
don't  understand,  because  that's  so 
obviously  what  the  fuck  we're  doing 
as  a  band,"  Haines  declares.  "The 
point  of  'fight  off  the  lethargy'  [a  line 
from  "Combat  Baby"]  is  not  like  an 
aerobics  routine — it's  supposed  to 
be  so  that  you  can  come  out  of  being 
depressed  about  shit  and  feel  vali- 
dated by  the  fact  that  other  people 
are  also  freaking  out  a  bit. 

But  instead  of  the  expected  back- 
lash many  pop  artists  get  when  they 
get  too  outspoken,  Metric  are  finding 
kindred  spirits  at  every  tour  stop. 

"I  get  e-mails  from  people  in  the 
military  all  the  time,"  exclaims 
Haines.  "I  got  one  from  this  woman 
whose  e-mail  is  like  'dot-navy'  or 
something.  Oddly  enough,  Florida 
and  Texas  were  just  explosive  shows, 
with  people  definitely  reacting  to 
that,  to  the  content." 

The  band's  awareness  and  indie 
ethos  carries  through  into  the  busi- 
ness side  of  their  work  as  well — after 
the  frustration  of  years  of  dealing 
with  the  music  industry,  their  law- 
yer, Chris  Smith,  formed  his  own 


TABASSUMSIDDiaUl 

label.  Last  Gang  Records,  specifically 
in  order  to  release  their  album,  and 
they  have  a  similar  deal  in  the  US 
with  everloving  Records,  an  upstart 
one-man  operation  that  saw  some 
success  with  the  soundtrack  to  hor- 
ror flick  Donnie  Darko  last  year. 

Back  at  the  Phoenix,  the  miniskirt- 
ed,  tiny  Haines  fixes  the  crowd  with 
a  piercing  stare  before  taking  a  deep 
breath  to  start  the  final  song,  and  a 
total  hush  descends  over  the  room. 
She's  all  alone  in  the  spotlight,  play- 
ing the  keys  and  singing  solo  before 
the  rest  of  her  band  slinks  back  in  to 
join  her.  They  finish  the  song,  and  for 
the  first  time  all  night,  Haines  seems 
to  truly  relax  as  she  gets  up  off  the 
floor  and  smiles  and  waves  goodbye. 

Something  she  had  said  in  the 
interview  comes  to  mind:  "The 
main  thing  1  learned  from  the  earlier 
[industry]  nightmares  was  just  to 
never  expect  anyone  else  to  manifest 
your  potential  for  you.  The  great 
breakthrough  for  me  and  everyone 
else  in  the  band  was,  'Oh,  for  fuck's 
sake,  forget  it — I'm  just  going  to  real- 
ize my  own  potential  myself.'  I'm  not 
going  to  look  good,  because  I  don't 
have  the  airbrushing,  and  it's  not  a 
coordinated  campaign,  it's  pretty 
human.  We've  worked  really  hard, 
but  when  you  think  about  the  kind 
of  funds  and  manpower  that  a  lot  of 
acts  get,  I'm  pretty  proud  that  we've 
accomplished  what  we  have  with  just 
guts." 


Anti-Idol 


Ryan  Malcolm  may  have  won  TV's pop  crown,  but  he  wears  it  uneasily 


byYASMINSIDDIQUI 

VARSITY  STAFF 


It's  9:30  on  a  chilly  February  morn- 
ing, less  than  a  week  from  the  first 
stop  on  his  very  first  cross-country 
concert  tour.  He's  been  up  since  five, 
just  finished  taping  a  live  appear- 
ance on  CTV's  Canada  A.M.,  and  it's 
possible  his  brand-new  laptop  may 
just  have  been  cracked  in  half  by  one 
of  his  handlers,  but  when  asked  how 
he's  doing,  the  Canadian  Idol  says 
he's  "fantastically  awesome".  Ryan 
Malcolm  is  a  real  trouper. 

Life  has  been  a  whirlwind  since 
the  23-year-old  Kingston  waiter  was 
crowned  the  first  Canadian  Idol  last 
September  and  went  from  nobody  to 
household  name  virtually  overnight. 
Within  two  months,  Malcolm  had 
recorded  and  released  his  debut 
album.  Home,  and  on  March  2"",  he 
took  the  stage  in  Glace  Bay,  Nova 
Scotia,  for  the  first  stop  on  a  tour 
that  will  take  him  from  the  Mari- 
times  to  Quebec  and  Ontario.  It's  a 
lot  to  handle  for  a  guy  who  was  sing- 
ing cover  songs  in  small-town  bars 
less  than  a  year  ago,  but  Malcolm 
seems  to  have  his  head  on  straight. 
When  asked  whether  the  scale  of 
the  tour  was  perhaps  over-ambi- 
tious for  a  debut  artist  (Western 


Canadian  dates  had  to  be  dropped 
at  the  last  minute),  he  breaks  from 
the  typical  "Everything  is  perfect!" 
Idol  response  to  readily  agree. 

"That  was  a  decision  that  was 
made  in  Los  Angeles  by  my  agent," 
he  explains.  "I  am  a  debut  artist,  but 
1  do  have  an  advantage  obviously  be- 
cause of  the  show,  and  1  think  that's 
what  they  thought...  but  I  think  it 
maybe  was  a  little  too  ambitious. 
Maybe  we  should've  done  some  club 
dates." 

While  Malcolm  may  not  sell  out 
the  vast  soft-seater  Hummingbird 
Centre  when  he  hits  Toronto  this 
Friday,  he  has  developed  a  loyal  fan- 
base,  a  varied  group  who  call  them- 
selves "Malcolmaniacs"  and  who 
have  made  his  official  Web  site  the 
busiest  site  of  any  Canadian  artist. 
The  Idol  himself  often  drops  by  to 
communicate  with  his  fans  directly 
via  the  site's  message  boards,  some- 
thing his  counterparts  south  of  the 
border  would  never  dream  of  doing. 

Malcolm's  insight  into  the  music 
industry  in  our  country  is  uncanny, 
considering  the  roots  of  his  budding 
career  grew  from  a  schlocky  reality 
TV  show.  While  one  would  expect  an 
Idol  protege  to  be  blissfully  clueless, 
smiling  for  cameras  and  having  no 
opinions  other  than  those  planted 


by  Idol  creator  Simon  Fuller's  PR 
people  and  company  execs  at  BMG 
Canada,  Malcolm  wants  to  make  it 
clear  that  he's  a  no-bullshit  kinda 
guy 

"I'm  a  very  honest  person,"  he 
insists.  "I  say  it  like  I  see  it  and  it 
does  get  me  in  shit  sometimes.  But 
you  know  what?  Whatever.  I'm  Cana- 
dian, I  speak  my  mind.  I  don't  want 
to  offend  anybody,  I  never  talk  badly 
about  anybody  else — I  just  speak 
badly  about  me." 

His  Idol  beginnings  haven't  helped 
Malcolm  gain  the  credibility  he 
craves.  Despite  having  an  album 
that  is  far  more  on  the  pop-rock 
side  than  the  sugary  ballad-ridden 
records  expected  from  an  alum  of 
the  show's  spinoffs  across  the  world, 
he's  been  snubbed  by  not  only  crit- 
ics, but  also  fellow  artists. 

"It's  kind  of  a  shame,  because  I  had 
met  some  other  artists,  and  maybe 
they  don't  like  me  because  they're 
jealous  that  1  sell  more  CDs  than 
they  have,  and  I'm  new,"  he  says.  "It 
doesn't  bother  me — I'm  a  huge  lover 
of  Canadian  music,  and  a  huge  sup- 
porter as  well,  and  the  fact  that  they 
think  I'm  a  little  punk  or  whatever  is 
fine.  I've  been  called  worse." 

It's  not  just  the  Idol  title  Malcolm 
has  to  shake  to  overcome  the  obsta- 


YASMINSIDDIQUI 

cles  in  his  path — he  knows  he's  got 
to  compete  not  only  with  his  Cana- 
dian peers,  but  also  with  hitmakers 
south  of  the  border. 

"We're  so  consumed  by  American 
media.  All  of  our  magazines,  all  of 
our  TV  shows  except  for.  like,  three 
stations,  are  American.  We  might  as 
well  be  America.  It's  extremely  sad," 
Malcolm  notes. 

"It's  just  so  frustrating,  and  1 
can  only  imagine  how  much  more 
frustrating  it  would  be  to  be  an 
artist  who's  extremely  talented  and 


not  selling  records,"  he  continues, 
warming  to  the  topic.  "Some  of  the 
huge  names  in  Canada,  like  Sloan, 
Treble  Charger,  Sam  Roberts... 
that  don't  sell  a  lot  of  records.  It's 
weird — if  these  guys  were  Ameri- 
can, they'd  be  huge.  But  if  they  were 
in  America,  they'd  lose  their  'artis- 
tic-ness',  1  think,  so  you've  got  to 
take  the  good  with  the  bad.  If  selling 
records  is  your  main  goal,  then  go 
to  America.  If  being  an  artist  is  your 
main  goal,  then  stay  in  Canada,  or 
at  least  keep  your  roots  in  Canada, 
which  is  my  goal.  Obviously  1  want 
to  sell  records — I'd  be  lying  if  1  said 
1  didn't — but  that's  not  my  main 
goal." 

While  it's  obvious  Malcolm  values 
the  opportunities  Canadian  Idol  has 
given  him,  his  desire  to  be  viewed 
as  a  legitimate  artist  comes  through 
in  everything  he  says.  The  unlikely 
winner  of  a  show  that  is  said  to  cre- 
ate celebrities  rather  than  singers, 
he  is,  in  many  ways,  the  anti- Idol. 

"I  think  that  being  a  celebrity  is 
just  silly,"  he  scoffs.  "1  don't  view 
myself  as  a  celebrity;  1  view  myself 
as  an  artist.  It  gets  complicated 
when  you  start  thinking  about  ce- 
lebrity status  and  all  that  crap.  I'm 
so  not  into  that  it's  not  even  funny. 
It's  a  great  thing  that  I'm  Canadian, 
because  neither  does  the  rest  of  the 
country." 

If  only  Simon  Fuller  could  hear 
him  now. 

Ryan  Malcolm  plays  the  Humming- 
bord  Centre  Friday  (March  12).  For 
tickets,  call  (416)  872-2262. 
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The  Varsity  vs.  Nardwuar 

We  go  head-to-head  with  Much'sgonzo  interviewer — you  decide 
who  comes  out  on  top! 


by  TRISTAN  SAMUK 


This  past  weekend,  guerilla  journalist 
(check  out  the  full  transcripts  of  some 
of  his  crazier  interviews  in  Chart  mag) 
and  MuchlVIusic  personality  Nard- 
wuar the  Human  Serviette  brought  his 
veteran  punk-pop  band  The  Evapora- 
tors to  Toronto  for  a  pair  of  Canadian 
Music  Week  gigs  at  the  Horseshoe 
Tavern.  While  most  know  him  for  his 
wacky  interviewing  style  and  remark- 
able ability  to  infuriate  rock  stars, 
Nardwuar  is  rapidly  gaining  rockstar 
status  of  his  own  with  the  success  of 
the  Evaporators'  new  release  Ripple 
Rock.  Nardwuar  kindly  took  time  out 
of  his  schedule  last  week  to  talk  to 
The  Varsity  about  the  new  album,  and 
some  of  his  interesting  adventures  in, 
er...  journalism. 


TS:  Who  are  you? 
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Hart  House  University  of  Toronto 
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NARDWUAR:  1  am  Nardwuar  the 
Human  Serviette  from  Vancouver, 
British  Columbia,  Canada — singer, 
screamer/occasional  organ  player  for 
The  Evaporators. 

TS:  Ripple  Rock  is  #1  on  almost 
every  campus  radio  station  in  Can- 
ada. After  so  many  years  of  faitliful 
service  to  CiTR-FM  Vancouver,  how 
does  it  feel  to  have  your  band  top- 
ping the  college  chjuls? 

N:  Actually,  it's  quite  a  good  feeling! 
We  have  been  submitting  music  since 
1989  ...  but  we  haven't  shot  up  the 
charts  like  this!  I'm  totally  stoked  and 
honoured,  and  I'm  also  pretty  stoked 
that  it  made  it  up  to  #28  on  the  CMJ 
Top  200  for  North  American  stations, 
which  of  course  includes  Canadian 
stations.  1  am  enjoying  every  little 
minute  of  it,  so  thank  you  for  asking! 
We  feel  great! 

TS:  Can  you  tell  me  what  you  were 
doing  on  February  21",  1986? 

N:  Wow!  You  have  been  digging 
deep!  1  was  actually  celebrating  be- 
cause we'd  just  done  our  first  practice 
on  February  20"',  1986.  The  song  we 
jammed  on  was  actually  "Should  1 
Stay  or  Should  I  Go?"  by  The  Clash.  1 
remember  the  guys  came  over  and  we 
started  playing  the  stuff,  and  1  really 
didn't  know  how  to  sing — 1  still  don't 
know  how  to  sing — but  I  remember 
having  the  song  playing  in  my  ghetto 
blaster  in  one  ear,  and  the  band  was 
in  my  right  ear,  and  1  was  just  yelling  it 
out!  That  was  pretty  cool. 

TS:  You  once  made  some  trouble 
for  former  Prime  Minister  Chretien, 
didn't  you? 

N:  1  went  to  the  closing  conferences 
at  APEC  in  1997,  and  1  asked  him  a 
bunch  of  questions  about  punk  rock 
and  protesting. . .  the  answer  he  gave 


WILLIAM  JANS 

was  wildly  quoted  across  Canada: 
"For  me,  pepper,  1  put  it  on  my  plate." 
It  was  pretty  hilarious  because  all 
the  media  quoted  this  answer  Jean 
Chretien  gave,  but  they  didn't  credit 
me!  The  media  probably  didn't  want 
me  there  in  the  first  place  because  I'd 
been  at  the  Mikhail  Gorbachev  press 
conference  a  while  earlier,  and  mem- 
bers of  the  media  were  offended  that 
I  told  him  too  "keep  on  rocking  in  the 
free  world." 

TS:  You  once  interviewed  BiU  Kay- 
sing.  Do  you  think  the  moon  Ismding 
was  faked? 

N:  He's  the  guy  who  put  that  theory 
out,  and  1  totally  believe  it!  It's  actu- 
ally one  of  my  favorite  interviews  I've 
ever  done.  He  had  a  really  interesting 
theory  about  how  if  the  moon  landing 
was  true,  when  they  took  a  picture  of 
Earth  from  the  moon,  how  come  there 
were  no  stars  in  the  background?  Kay- 
sing  believed  that  there  were  no  stars 
in  the  photo  because  if  there  were, 
amateur  astronomers  could  add  the 
distance  up  between  the  stars  and 
prove  that  it  was  faked  in  the  Nevada 
Dessert.  It's  a  great  theory  that's  out 
there,  and  people  can  check  it  out  at 
Nardwuar.com! 

TS:  Do  you  ever  talk  to  Sebastian 
Bach  of  Skid  Row  £inymore? 

N:  I  never  ever  talked  to  Sebastian 
Bach  again  after  he  took  my  favorite 
toque  off  my  head  and  smashed  the 
tape  I  used  to  interview  him.  I  never 
did  get  my  toque  back! 

TS:  Well  Nardwuar  the  Human 
Serviette,  keep  on  rocking  in  the  free 
world,  and  "shave-and-a-haircut"  - 

N:  Whoa,  an  alternate  version! 
Doot-doodle-loot-doo  - 

TS:  Doot  doo! 
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CORRECTION 

In  the  last  issue  of 
The  Varsity  (March 
4),  singer  Sandra 
Caldwell  was  mis- 
takenly credited  as 
Lillian  Allen  in  the 
cover  photograph. 

Also,  Prof.  Pia  Kle- 
ber,  Director  of  the 
University  College 
Drama  program, 
was  not  credited  as 
the  producer  of  the 
Women's  Cabaret  in 
the  photograph  on 
page  9.  The  Varsity 
regrets  the  errors. 
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Lay  ton  takes  in  nation's  best  at  U  of  T 

UBC  sweeps  national  swimming  championships  again 


OLYASANAKOEV 

Varsity  Blues  veteran  Nicholas  Dargus  races  tliis  weekend  at  the  national  swimming  championships  hosted  by  U  of  T.  The  fifth-year 
student  placed  seventh  in  the  50m  butterfly  and  8th  in  the  100m  butterfly. 


by  JOANNA  BAILEY 


In  front  of  a  sold-out  crowd  Sunday 
nigfit  at  tfie  AC,  tfie  University  of 
British  Columbia  Ttiunderbirds 
emerged  victorious,  with  both  their 
men's  and  women's  teams  talcing 
home  a  seventh-straight  Canadian 
Interuniversity  Sport  (CIS)  swimming 
championship  title. 
CIS  hosts,  the  Varsity  Blues,  finished 
fourth  overall  in  the  men's  competi- 
tion, while  the  women's  team  secured 
an  impressive  third-place  finish,  and 
a  spot  on  the  podium. 

Over  the  course  of  the  three-day 
meet,  a  total  of  six  CIS  records  were 
broken,  most  notably  by  the  Uni- 
versity of  Calgary's  Erin  Gammel. 
Despite  her  Wednesday-night  return 
from  Australia  and  Olympic  training 
camp,  Gammel  not  only  won  gold  in 
the  50m  backstroke,  but  also  broke 
her  own  CIS  record  during  Friday 
morning's  preliminaries,  with  a  swim 
of  28.05  seconds.  "I  can't  believe  how 
well  I  swam,"  commented  Gammel  af- 
ter her  win,  "considering  it  still  feels 
like  I'm  on  Australian  time." 

Finishing  the  meet  with  three  gold 
medals  and  two  CIS  records,  Gammel 
was  again  rewarded  during  the  clos- 
ing ceremonies  with  the  distinction 
of  female  swimmer  of  the  year.  Top 
male  honours  went  to  teammate 
Chad  Murray,  also  of  the  Calgary 
Dinos,  who  earned  a  total  of  five 
gold  medals  in  the  50m  butterfly,  the 
200m  butterfly,  the  200m  individual 
medley,  the  400m  individual  medley, 
and  the  4  x  200m  men's  relay. 

Asked  to  comment  on  his  achieve- 
ment, Murray  stated,  "Even  though  1 
won  four  gold  medals  in  the  first  two 
days,  1  didn't  feel  like  I  swam  my  best. 
But  Sunday,  1  was  really  pleased  with 
the  way  I  performed." 

After  a  frustrating  disqualification 
on  Saturday,  U  of  T's  Jen  Porenta 


returned  on  Sunday  to  place  second 
in  the  100m  freestyle,  with  a  time  of 
56.02  seconds  and  was  named  2004 
CIS  rookie  of  the  year.  "Jen  didn't 
have  the  best  meet  of  her  life,"  said 
Blues  coach  Linda  Kiefer,  "but  after 
that  slip,  she  came  back  and  swam 
through  adversity."  UBC's  Desmond 
Strelzow  was  awarded  male  rookie  of 
the  year,  after  his  first  CIS  gold  medal 
finish  in  the  200m  backstroke. 

The  surprise  performance  of  the 
weekend  came  on  Sunday  night, 
with  fifth-year  Varsity  Blues  captain, 
Dave  Ling,  capturing  a  silver  medal 
in  the  men's  1500m  freestyle,  behind 
Calgary's  Richard  Cormack.  Seeded 


sixth  going  into  the  race,  Ling's  time 
of  15:45.12  not  only  ensured  him  a 
place  on  the  podium,  but  was  also 
widely  regarded  as  the  upset  of  the 
meet. 

The  CIS  championships  also  wit- 
nessed the  breaking  of  two  paralym- 
pic  world  records  by  the  University 
of  Victoria's  Paralympian  Stephanie 
Dixon.  A  Toronto  native,  Dixon  quali- 
fied for  the  CIS  championship  as  an 
able-bodied  swimmer  and  went  on  to 
break  two  paralympic  world  records 
within  two  days,  earning  her  the 
privilege  of  being  recognized  as  an 
honourary  All-Canadian.  During  Fri- 
day morning's  preliminaries,  Dixon 


swam  the  400m  individual  medley  in 
5:32.38  minutes,  shaving  five  seconds 
off  of  the  previous  world  record.  By 
Saturday  night,  she  had  scored  an- 
other record  by  completing  the  IQOm 
backstroke  in  a  time  of  1:08.95. 

One  notable  characteristic  of  the 
meet  was  the  consistent  crowd  of 
fans  it  drew  over  the  three  nights. 
The  enthusiasm  of  the  audience  was 
a  testament  to  the  quality  of  both  the 
athleticism  of  the  swimmers,  and  the 
overall  organization  of  the  event.  Ac- 
cording to  Kay  Dawkins,  convenor 
of  the  2004  CIS  championship,  the 
event  was  a  success  both  in  and  out 
of  the  pool.  "To  echo  [Coach]  Byron 


MacDonald,  this  was  a  huge  team  ef- 
fort; we  really  raised  the  bar  with  this 
meet,"  commented  Dawkins.  "The 
athletes  performed  at  their  peak, 
and  that's  what  it's  all  about — the 
athletes." 

In  attendance  during  the  closing 
ceremonies  were  federal  NDP  leader 
Jack  Layton,  and  wife  Councillor  Ol- 
ivia Chow,  themselves  members  of 
the  Athletic  Centre.  A  former  national 
record  holder  for  the  McGill  Redmen, 
Layton  came  to  show  his  support 
for  university  athletics  in  Canada, 
stating  that  "it's  time  we  made  a  big 
splash  for  sports  and  swimming  in 
this  country." 


Track  and  field  champs 
get  ready  to  rumble 

After  scoring  bigot  the  provincials,  the  Blues  get  set  to  take  on  the  rest 


bySELAMYOHANNES 


Just  over  a  week  ago,  nine  wom- 
en's and  eight  men's  track  and 
field  teams  from  across  the  prov- 
ince convened  at  York  University 
with  one  goal  in  mind:  to  try  and 
strip  the  University  of  Windsor  of 
its  double — both  men's  and  wom- 
en's— Ontario  University  Associa- 
tion (OUA)  track  and  field  titles. 

After  a  jaw-dropping  perfor- 
mance on  the  first  Friday  night 
of  the  provincial  championships, 
the  Varsity  Blues  established 
themselves  as  the  team  to  beat. 
Rumour  has  it  that  after  the  Blues' 
outstanding  Friday  showing,  the 
defending  champions,  the  Wind- 
sor Lancers,  were  so  worried  that 
they  held  a  Saturday  meeting  to 


discuss  the  Toronto  threat. 

Why  were  the  Lancers  so  con- 
cerned? Because  the  Blues  had 
won  the  1500m  distance  race, 
the  long  jump,  the  4  x  200m  relay, 
the  4  X  800m  relay,  and  swept  the 
medals  in  the  pole  vault.  The  only 
competition  the  Blues  didn't  win 
was  shot  put — the  single  event 
with  no  U  of  T  athletes  compet- 
ing. 

"Based  on  how  they  did  Friday, 
we  knew  we  had  a  shot  to  win," 
said  assistant  coach  Jill  Mallon. 
"You  could  see  the  swing  coming 
our  way.. .and  the  Windsor  team 
could  see  it  too."  Mallon  was  a 
member  of  the  1997-1998  Varsity 
Blues  track  and  field  team — the 
last  Blues  team  to  win  an  OUA 
title. 

The  Lancers   fears  were  not 


misplaced.  That  weekend,  the  U 
of  T  women  went  on  to  win  the 
OUA's  in  convincing  fashion, 
scoring  in  10  of  the  11  possible 
events  and  earning  10  medals  in 
seven  events.  "A  great  retirement 
present,"  is  how  long-time  sprints 
coach  Dave  Hunt  described  the 
win. 

Certain  exceptional  perfor- 
mances marked  the  champion- 
ship. Jocelyn  Adu-Gyumfi  earned 
four  gold  medals  (60m,  long  jump, 
triple  jump,  and  4x200m),  receiv- 
ing the  distinction  of  'Outstand- 
ing Female  Performer.'  Teammate 
Sandy  Wells'  two  gold  medals — in 
thelSOOm,  4x800m — and  one 
silver  in  the  300m,  earned  her 
second  team  OUA  all-star  hon- 

See  CHAMPS  on  next  page 


ANTHONYHEHPELL 

Two  Blues  rookies,  Gillian  Bryon  and  Orlagh  O'Kelly,  placed 
10th  and  14th  respectively  in  the  women's  200m  backstroke  at 
the  CIS  championships  this  past  weekend.  University  of  Calgary 
powerhouse  Erin  Gammel  placed  first. 


sport$@thevarsjty.ca 


Sports 


Men's  hockey 
hanging  tough 


byMIKELYMER 


This  year's  installment  of  the 
Varsity  Blues  men's  hockey 
team  may  have  had  a  tough  time 
during  the  regular  season,  but 
showed  that  when  everything 
was  on  the  line,  they  were  more 
than  capable  of  taking  care  of 
business. 

After  battling  all  regular  sea- 
son with  the  Queen's  Golden 
Gaels  for  the  top  spot  in  the 
Ontario  University  Association's 
(OUA)  Mid  East  Division,  the 
Varsity  Blues  ended  the  regular 
season  in  first  place,  ensuring 
themselves  a  first  round  bye  in 
the  playoffs.  As  Queen's  and  the 
RMC  Paladins  faced  off  in  the 
semi  finals,  U  of  T  was  afforded  a 
much  needed  break. 

The  first  hurdle  in  the  race 
to  the  national  championships 
came  in  the  form  of  a  best-of- 
three  series  against  division 
rival  Queen's.  A  large  contingent 
of  U  of  T  fans  were  on  hand  to 
witness  a  strong  effort  by  the 
home  side  last  Wednesday  night, 
as  the  Blues  soundly  defeated 
the  Golden  Gaels,  9-3.  Excellent 
play  by  the  line  of  Tyler  Middle- 


brook,  Tristan  Senior,  and  Simon 
Barg  helped  the  Blues  offensive- 
ly, with  a  strong  showing  by  net 
minder  Ryan  Grinnell  making  a 
difference  on  defense. 

A  one  day  rest  and  a  two  hour 
trip  down  the  highway  brought 
with  it  the  next  battle  between 
these  two  squads.  Though  this 
game  was  more  competitive, 
with  the  Gaels  playing  with  a 
strong  sense  of  desperation, 
in  the  end  the  Blues  proved 
too  much  for  their  opponents, 
clinching  the  series  with  a  solid 
5-3  victory. 

Two  goals  from  leading  scorer 
Ian  Malcolm  proved  to  be  the 
difference,  and  the  ever-steady 
team  of  defensemen  kept  the 
Queen's  snipers  at  bay.  Team 
captain  Mark  Hynes  cited  "team 
unity,  and  having  trust  in  the 
guy  next  to  you,"  as  the  keys  to 
the  Blues  victory.  This  is  Dar- 
ren Lowe's  fourth  consecutive 
division  championship  as  coach 
of  the  Varsity  Blues.  Next  up 
for  men's  hockey  is  a  meeting 
with  the  no.  2  ranked  Western 
Mustangs  on  Friday,  March  12, 
at  the  provincial  championship 
Queen's  Cup. 


CHAMPS»CoMmei  from  previouspage 

ours.  Pole-vaulter  Kate  Sauks  was 
honored  as  'Rookie  of  the  Year' 
for  her  OUA  gold.  Head  coach  Carl 
Georgevski  also  came  away  on 
top,  earning  acclaim  as  'Women's 
Coach  of  the  Year.' 

Many  members  of  the  men's 
team,  which  placed  fifth  overall, 
reached  new  heights  at  these 
provincial  championships.  High- 
lights included  Toronto's  Luke 
Maclnnis'  two  gold  medals  (60m, 
4x200m),  silver  (300m),  and 
bronze  (4x40Qm).  There  was  also 
Cameron  Sahadaph,  who  placed 
second  in  the  60m  hurdles.  Fifth- 
year  Blues  runner  Trevor  "the 
body"  Cadwell  took  home  a  silver 
(1500m)  and  a  bronze  (3000m), 
and  helped  his  4x800m  team 
secure  a  berth  in  the  national 
championships  coming  up  this 
weekend. 

All  in  all,  it  was  what  distance 
coach  Ross  Ristuccia  described 
as  "a  dream  weekend  for  a  coach." 

This  weekend,  the  teams  will 
head  down  the  highway  to  Wind- 
sor to  compete  in  the  Canadian 
Interuniversity  national  champi- 
onships. U  of  T's  relay  teams,  Adu- 
Gyumfi,  Maclnnis,  and  Caldwell 
will  all  have  their  hands  full  with 
the  heavily  favoured  University  of 
Saskatchewan  Huskies.  The  Hus- 
kies men's  and  women's  teams 
are  both  ranked  first  in  the  nation, 
and  are  preparing  to  sweep  the 
competition.  The  Blues  will  have 
to  muster  all  of  their  strength  to 
take  on  the  formidable  Huskies 
that  hail  from  the  prairies. 


HART  HOUSE  CELEBRATES  CHALLENGE  &  CHANGE 

1 20  Years  of  Great  Women  at  the  University  of  Toronto 


Join  us  for  the  closing  cabaret  celebration  . . . 
music,  dance,  spoken  word,  cash  bar  and  Delectable  Desserts. 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  12th  ~  8:30  pm 
"GREAT  HALL"  -  HART  HOUSE 

With  host  Marta  Chavez,  Yuk  Yuk's  On  Tour  Comedienne 
Opening  Remarks:  Margaret  Hancock  -  "Great"  Warden,  Hart  House 
Connie  Guberman  -  Status  of  "Great"  Women  Officer 

Featuring  Divas  &  ''Great  Women" 

Heather  Bambrick  -  Vocalist  ofthe  Year,  2004  National  Jazz  Awards 
Ronna  Bloom  -  Writer 
ElianaCuevas  -  Latin  Jazz  &  World  Vocalist 
D'bi  Young  -  Dub  Poet,  Storyteller,  Actor  Playwright 
Sabrina  Jalees  -  Improv,  Stand  up.  Sketch  Comedy  Comedienne 

Only  Human  Dance  Collective  -  "Take  Off  Your  Cool" 
SheBang  Break  Dance  Crew  -  Girls  throw  down  on  the  dance  floor 
Victoria  College  Drama  Society  -  Excerpt  from 'Vagina  Monologues' 
Special  thanks  to  DJRose  for  her  spins,  scratches  and  musical  selections! 


.20  \LARS 
OF  GREAT 

UNIVERSITY 
fl/TORONTO 


JLri 


Hart  House  University  of  Toronto 


get  m 
here 


7  Hart  House  Circle,  Toronto  M5S  3H3.  Ontario 


Phone;  416  978.2452 


www.harthouse.utoronto.ca 


Prairie  dogs 


ADAM  BERTIC/O  THE  GAUNTLET 

Varsity  Blues  #6,  setter  Katie  Bickerton,  and  left-side  hitter 
Suzana  Majcen  plough  away  in  front  of  a  sparse  crowd  at  the 
Canadian  Interuniversity  Sport  (CIS)  volleyball  championships 
in  Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan  last  weekend.  The  Blues  placed  an 
impressive  fifth  in  the  country  by  competition-end,  the  team's 
best  result  since  the  2000-01  season.  After  losing  in  the  opening 
round  to  UBC,  the  Blues  proceeded  to  beat  the  remainder  of  the 
competition  in  consolation  play.  Anchored  by  a  veteran  line-up 
and  CIS  rookie  of  the  year  Asya  Demilova,  the  Blues  made  short 
work  of  the  Saskatchewan  Huskies  and  Montreeil  Carabins  to 
secure  fifth  place. 


Summer  Camp  Jobs  in  the  U.S.A. 

Lakeside  Residential  Girls  Camp  in  Maine  •  Visas  Arranged 

Counselors:  Combined  childcare/teaching.  Must  be  able  to  teach  or  lead  one  or  more 
ofthe  following  activities:  gymnastics,  tennis,  swim,  sail,  canoe,  water  ski,  arts 
(including  stained  glass,  sewing,  jewelry,  wood,  photo),  dance,  music,  theatre,  archery, 
wilderness  trips,  field  sports,  equestrian. 

Service  Workers:  including  openings  for  kitchen,  laundry,  housekeeping,  secretaries, 
maintenance  &  grounds,  and  kitchen  supervisor. 

Non-smokers.  June  18  to  August  25.  Attractive  salary  (US)  plus  travel  allowance. 
To  Apply:  Applications  and  photo  gallery  are  available  on  our  website: 
www.kippewa.com  or  contact  us  at  the  numbers  listed  below  for  a  staff 
brochure. 

KIppewa,  Box  340,  Westwood,  Massachusetts,  02090-0340,  U.S.A. 
tel:  781-762-8291  I  fax:  781-255-7167 


Double  the  power  of  your  degree 


Make  a  career 
out  of  the  game 
you  love. 


With  a  6  inoiffll  post-graduate  certificate  program  in 

Professional  Golf  Management 


If  you're  a  university  or  college  graduate,  you  may  qualify  for  Number's 
unique  program,  it  combines  both  business  administration  and  golf 
management  operations  training.  Call  (416)  675-6622,  ext  3220 
e-mail  ray.chateau@humber.ca 

*  HUMBER 

The  Business  School 


www.  business,  humber. 


PUT  YOUR  DEPEE  OR  DIPLOMA  TO  WORK 


"Focused  one  year  programs  that  provide 
experience  through  internships. 

PROGRAMS  include: 

♦  Addictions:  Treatment  and  Prevention 
Club,  Resort  and  Tourism  Management 
Communicative  Disorders  Assistant 

♦  Cyberspace  Security  POST 
Dialysis  Technology 

♦  Early  Intervention,  Children  &  Families 

♦  Fundraising  and  Resource  Development 

♦  Human  Resource  Management 

♦  Network  Specialist  -  Routing  Technology 

♦  Research  Analyst  P  0"R  f"^  T  ^  1\J 

♦  Therapeutic  Recreation  ^  -tv  VJ  N 

YOUi!  COLLEGE     YOUR  FUTURE 

♦  Web  Design  and  Development   [^smuiE  op  university  partnerships 

AND  ADVANCED  STUDIES 

Phone:  (705)  722-1560  Fax:  (705)  722-51  70 

Website:  www.georgianc.on.ca/postgrad  E-mail:  inquire@georgianc.on.ca 
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The  Varsity 


LASER  VISION  CORRECTION 


Andrew  Ta 

20.000  I 
procedi 


Mark  Cohen,  .1 

20,000  Lasik 
procedures 


Avi  Waiferstein,  MD 

20.000  Lasik 
procedures 


Experience 

Across  Canada,  LASIK  MD 
doctors  have  performed  over 
100,000  laser  vision  correction 
procedures,  more  than  any 
other  group. 

Technology 

We  offer  patients  state-of-the-art 
technology  and  eye  evaluation 
equipment,  including  the 
Bausch  &  Lomb  Zyoptix  laser. 

Results 

The  large  majority  of  our 
patients  achieve  20/20  vision. 
Those  are  results  you  can  see. 


EINANCJNG 


Our  fee  covers:  pre-procedure  examinations,  laser 
treatment  and  follow-up. 

•  Valid  until  March  31 ,  2004, 

Prices  may  van/  based  on  prescription  strength. 
Applicable  to  surgery  of  both  eyes. 


Prices 
starting  at 


EXCELLENT  CARE 


/   /I  tlJUn  THAT'S  AFFORDABLE 

LJA^II\  mU  (416)  DOCTORS 


(416)  362-8677 


Montreal  •  Toronto  •  Mississauga  •  Niagara  Fails  •  Ottawa  •  Calgary 


1-866-366-2020  •  www.iasikmd.com 


SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED 

Looking  for  men  between  the  ages  of 
18-38  to  participate  in  a  sperm  donor 
program  tliat  pays  up  to  $190  weekly. 
Call  XYTEX  at  416-924-3021. 

CAMP  COUNSELORS  WANTED 

For  private  Michigan  boys/giirs  camps. 
Teach!  Swimming,  canoeing,  skiing,  sail- 
ing, sports,  computers,  tennis,  archery, 
riding,  crafts,  climbing,  golf,  guitar  & 
more!  Office  maintenance  jobs  too. 
Salary  $1750  on  up  plus  room/bd.  Apply 
online  www,greenwoodscamp,com,  or 
call  888-459-2492, 

HELP  WANTED 

Tutoring,  dance  instructors,  bar  staff, 
waiter/waitress,  ESL  teachers  needed. 
Contact:  416-993-2771. 

FREELANCE  TRANSLATORS/ 
INTERPRETERS  WANTED 

Fax  resume  to  416-751-0041  or  mail 
to  1095  O'Connor  Dr.  PO  Box  99607 
Toronto,  Ontario  M4B  3M9, 

POSTER  PERSON  NEEDED 

To  place  posters  on  poles  around 
campus  and  to  place  on  boards  within 
the  school.  Good  pay  rate.  International 
students  welcome.  Details  416-280-6113. 

TUTOR  NEEDED 

Macro  tutor  needed  for  2nd  year 
economics  course.  Call  416-738-5784. 
Suitable  person,  pay  $40/hr 

DO  YOU  SPEAK  GREEK? 

Student  wanted  to  practice  my  third 
language  (Greek)  weekly;  in  exchange 
could  help  you  in  Computer/Maths/ 
French  OR  pay  for  your  time  416-924- 
7258. 


LARGE  BEACH  DUPLEX  ON  AN 
AMAZING  STREET 

Stunning  2  storey,  2  bedrooms,  2  modern 
baths,  fireplace,  skylights,  &  free  top 
deck,  $1,800  plus  utilities.  Available  mid 
April,  Call  416-690-5100  Dianne  Chaput, 


Classifieds 


COTTAGE  WANTED 

Retired  couple,  non-smokers,  no  pets, 
wish  to  rent  a  3  bedroom  cottage  for 
full  04  season  (May  to  October),  Must  be 
drive  to  with  full  amenities,  preferably 
Georgian  Bay  Phone  416-626-3898. 

WASAGA  BEACH  INTERNATIONAL 
HOTEL  &  GUESTHOUSE 

1  1/2  hour  north  of  Toronto.  $20/night, 
$125/week,  Min.  2  nights.  Easy  bus 
access,  www,ziggysinternational,com 
416-712-3131,705-422-1088, 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell,  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St,  George,  18  Baldwin,  416-979-2822, 
Around  Again  Records, 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow, 
416/539-9443. 

BILL  GATES  NEVER  GRADUATED 
FROM  COLLEGE 

Seize  the  opportunity  while  you're 
young!  We'll  help  you  get  started  with 
an  internet  business  for  only  $99,  please 
visit:  www.volcanica.com  and  click  on 
BUSINESS  CONSULTING,  contact  us  at: 
startyourinternetbusiness@yahoo,com 

TYPING  FROM  HANDWRITTEN  NOTES 
OR  OLD  COMPUTER  FILES 

Data  entry,  done  quickly,  accurately, 
economically  We  do  the  tedious  work. 
Available  on  disk  or  hard  copy  delivered 
to  you  on  campus,  Yvette  905-505-1152, 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Explore  avenues  of  greater  self-aware- 
ness, personal  well-being  and  enhanced 
productivity.  Flexible  fee  scale,  Toronto 
trained,  Dana  Carciumaru,  M,A,, 
0,A,C,C.PR  Tel:  416-457-1878, 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments,  St, 
George/Bloor,  Roger  Spalding,  M,A,, 
S,T.B„  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist, 
416-323-3425, 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies,  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessay@bellnet.ca 

PUBLIC  SPEAKING 

Increase  confidence,  credibility, 
charisma.  Practice  skills:  best  body 
language,  dynamic  voice,  professional 
language  and  more.  Complimentary 
book.  Patricia,  motivational  speaker 
416-763-2540. 

TOO  MANY  ESSAYS 
TOO  LITTLE  TIME? 

Essay  Experts  Can  Help!  We  provide 
essay  writing/editing/research  ser- 
vices. Professional  writers.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed!  No  job  too  big  or  too  small, 
1-877-974-TEXT  Essayexperts.ca 

HELP  WITH  FRENCH 

Teacher  from  France,  translator  for 
15  years,  tutor  for  8  years,  worked  for 
U  of  T  &  Glendon  College  Professors. 
Conversations,  proofreading,  writing, 
essays,  research,  exam  preparation. 
416-429-8918. 


VARSITY 

Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue -Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 
issue-Monday  noon.  Enquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


Faculty  of  Pf^^kal  Edtjcatkw  and  HeaWi  Unh^fty  crfTcwmto  proiKfly  presents-. 

RUNWAY  TO  ATHENS 

A  sasiino  show  fsaturr^  upccana^  Tcronto  desigrsrs  and  muad»is 

Supporting  the  'Sm  You  In  Atheas  Fund" 
Sponsored  by  Yves  Veggie  cuisine 


-^jym\f%  Martini  473  Adelaidte  StW 
{416)«3-9300 


SI  5  iri  Advance  -  S20  at  Door 


Cwneandsipport 


Tons 


to  be  wort 


T<k«3  a«aat)le  at 
The  U  of  T  Aa*!ic  C«ftler 
Main  Office  i£5  Hsixml  St) 
c^'fourCottege 


Thursday  March  II^ZOIM 

Rec^prtion  @  7:45  pm  Show,#  8:1 5  pm  Afteiparty  @  1(WX)  pm 


Join  us  for 
Live  Music, 


Entertainment 
and  More! 


Check  Us  Out  on  the  Web  at 
www.clubovs.com 


6  Dart  Boards 


4  Pool  Tables 


This  Weekend's  Live  Music 
Friday  10:30pm  -  Fly 
Saturday  10:30pm  -  Banana  Split 


No  Cover 
Private  Parking  in  Back 

1302  Queen  St.  W. 
Between  Brock  &  Dufferin 
416.533.9588 


WHEN  THERE'S  NO  MORE  ROOM  IN  HELL 
1  HE  DEAD  WILL  WALK  THE  EARTH. 


STRIKE 


w  w  w.dawiwfllietlpad  m«    Jie  t 
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Game  over:  Varsity  Stadium  deal  dies 


by  REBECCA ADOELMAN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Never  enough  Duff 


No  more  mister  nice  guy.  The  deal  that  would 
have  seen  chairperson  of  Maple  Leaf  Sports 
and  Entertainment  (MLSE)  Larry  Tanenbaum 
foot  tlie  bill  for  a  new  athletic  complex  and 
stadium  on  U  of  T's  vacant  Varsity  site  fell 
through  this  weekend. 

"We  worked  hard  with  the  University  of 
Toronto  on  plans  to  develop  an  arena  and  sta- 
dium at  the  Varsity  site,"  said  Richard  Peddie, 
president  and  chief  executive  officer  of  MLSE 
in  a  media  statement  released  Saturday,  March 
13.  "However,  we  found  that  the  proposition 
simply  does  not  work  from  our  standpoint." 

As  recently  as  early  February,  U  of  T  re- 
mained publicly  optimistic  that  the  deal  would 
go  through.  In  the  Varsity's  Jan.  29  issue,  U  of 
T's  VP  of  development  Jon  Dellandrea  said 
that  "Tanenbaum  is  really  interested  in  quality 
of  life  in  this  city,  and  he  believes,  as  we  be- 
lieve, that  this  [stadium  deal]  would  enhance 
the  quality  of  life  in  Toronto."  Dellandrea  did 
admit  at  the  time,  however,  that  "this  is  a  very 
thin  deal." 

This  breaking  decision  marks  the  end  of 
more  than  three  months  of  negotiations  be- 
tween the  university  and  MLSE.  A  possible 
partnership  to  build  a  new  stadium  had  been 
in  the  works  since  talks  began  in  late  Novem- 
ber, 2003.  The  proposed  athletic  complex  was 
slated  to  include  a  25,000  seat  stadium,  an  all- 
weather  track,  a  refurbished  Varsity  ice  arena, 
a  second  ice  surface,  and  renovated  commer- 
cial space  along  the  Bloor  Street  facade. 

See  STADIUM  on  page  15 


Teen  pop  star  Hillary  Duff  dropped  by  Toronto  on  the  weekend  for  a  perfromance  at  MuchMusic. 


Environment  Minister  comes  to  campus 


by  JAMES  SAYCE 


Federal  Environment  Minister  David  Ander- 
son visited  U  of  T  last  Thursday,  delivering 
a  message  from  Paul  Martin's  new  Liberal 
government  concerning  climate  change. 

Brought  to  campus  by  the  Students  Ad- 
ministrative Council  (SAC)  as  a  part  of  their 


MAX  MEYER 

Environment  Minister  David  Anderson 


annual  environment  week,  Anderson  deliv- 
ered this  year's  keynote  address  entitled 
"The  Politics  of  the  Environment."  Past  SAC 
environment  week  keynote  speakers  have 
included  Ralph  Nader  and  David  Suzuki, 
and  a  strong  showing  of  students  and  com- 
munity members  at  the  OlSE  auditorium  un- 
derlined the  importance  of  the  politician's 
visit. 

Anderson  outlined  several  worst  case  sce- 
narios if  current  scientific  beliefs  weren't 
taken  into  consideration  when  creating  pol- 
icy at  the  federal  level.  Pointing  out  climatic 
trends  within  Canada  itself,  from  prairie 
droughts  in  Saskatchewan  to  costal  erosion 
in  Nova  Scotia  and  British  Colombia,  Ander- 
son stressed  the  gravity  of  the  Canadian 
environmental  situation,  specifically,  "Hur- 
ricane Gabriel's  effect  on  St.  John's  in  200L 
Hurricane  Juan  and  then  'White  Juan'  in  the 
Maritimes.  The  Mountain  Pine  beetle  and 
fires  in  British  Columbia's  forests.  Ongoing 
drought  in  the  Prairies.  Diminishing  Sea  ice 
and  buildings  sinking  into  the  permafrost  in 
the  north." 

Anderson  also  outlined  the  economics 
of  climate  change,  looking  at  insurance 
companies  and  the  hard  times  that  they 
have  fallen  on  at  the  hands  of  natural  occur- 
rences. Anderson  pointed  out  that  Swiss  RE, 
the  world's  second  largest  insurer,  recently 
issued  a  report  claiming  that  "the  costs  of 
natural  disasters,  aggravated  by  climate 
change,  threatened  to  spiral  out  of  control, 


forcing  the  human  race  into  a  catastrophe 
of  its  own  making".  The  report  also  claimed 
that  if  current  trends  continue,  within  ten 
years  the  insurance  industry  could  face  the 
financial  equivalent  of  one  World  Trade  Cen- 
tre disaster  annually  at  the  hands  of  natu- 
ral disasters.  If  the  Thames  river  were  to 
flood  the  London  downtown,  as  Anderson 
claimed  is  a  distinct  possibility,  $30  billion 
pounds  or  $70  billion  Canadian  dollars  of 
damage  would  be  inflicted. 

Anderson  levied  an  attack  on  the  Bush 
administration's  lack  of  respect  for  sci- 
entific evidence  in  their  policy  decisions 
concerning  the  environment.  He  tempered 
this  by  pointing  out  that  at  the  state  level, 
action  is  being  taken,  noting  "California, 
Oregon,  Washington,  New  Jersey,  New  York 
and  the  New  England  States  want  to  move 
aggressively  in  cleaning  the  air  and  being 
more  environment  friendly." 

The  minister  also  pointed  to  how  cleaner 
industry  doesn't  necessarily  mean  higher 
production  costs,  as  is  commonly  argued. 
He  pointed  out  success  stories  from  corpo- 
rations such  as  Alcan,  Chemical  Lime  Com- 
pany and  Interface  in  Canada,  and  British 
Petroleum  and  Dupont  overseas. 

During  question  period,  Anderson  skill- 
fully masked  his  annoyance  at  one  man, 
sporting  knee-high  rain  boots,  whose  ques- 
tions on  the  subject  of  the  Oak  Ridges  Mo- 

%w  MINISTER  on  page  3 


Attack  of  the 
clones:  Raelians 
hitUTM 


byALISANA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


On  Wednesday,  a  panel  of  four  experts  met 
at  UTM's  Matthews  Auditorium  to  debate  the 
question  "Cloning  and  Stem  Cell  Research:  Is  it 
Ethical?" 

Brought  together  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
Student  Association  and  the  Muslim  Student 
Association  of  UTM,  the  debate  featured  Muslim 
and  Catholic  scholars,  as  well  as  controversial 
figures  representing  the  Raelians,  a  group  which 
has  claimed  to  have  cloned  humans. 

Speaking  from  an  Islamic  perspective  was  Dr. 
Munir  El-Kassem,  a  professor  at  the  Faculty  of 
Medicine  and  Dentistry  at  the  University  of  West- 
ern Ontario,  and  the  holder  of  a  Masters  degree 
in  Medical  Genetics.  Representing  the  Roman 
Catholic  view  was  Friar  Tom  Lynch,  a  lecturer  in 
Moral  Theology  at  the  St.  Augustine's  Seminary, 
the  dean  of  studies  at  the  Toronto  School  of  The- 
ology and  doctoral  candidate. 

Fellow  panelists  were  Dr.  Brigitte  Boisselier,  a 
PhD  and  President  of  ClonAid,  and  His  Holiness 
Rael,  who  attended  wearing  a  ceremonial  rai- 
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get  in 
here 


The  2004  Hart  House  Lecture  -  "Where  Do  I  Belong: 
Defining  Citizenship  in  the  21st  Century"  with 
Or.  Jennifer  Welsh,  Wed.  Mar.  31  at  7:30pm 
in  the  Great  Hall.  Tickets  available  from 
the  Hall  Porter's  Desk  for  students  on  Mar.  1 
and  for  the  general  public  on  Mar.  24. 


Monday,  March  15 

Amateur  Radio  Club  Qeneral  Meeting  wth  guest  speaker,  Leo  Kelly, 
Mon.  Mar.  15,  6pni.  Check  at  Hall  Porter's  Desk  for  room.  Light  refresh- 
ments. 

Wednesday,  March  17 

Midday  Mosaics  Music  Concert  -  12noon-lpm  in  the  Musie  Room.  Free. 
Refreshments.  All  welcome. 

Thursday,  March  18 

Tfiursday  Night  Tiieatre  Sessions  -  Workshop  "Presentation  Skills",  V%rk- 
shop  with  director  Andrew  Lamb,  7pm  in  the  South  Dining  Room.  $5. 

Stages  presents  Soul  Stew,  9pm  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Licensed.  No  cover. 

Friday,  March  19 

lazi  at  Oscars  -  Engineering  Skule  Stage  Band,  9pm  in  the  Arbor  Room. 
Licensed.  No  cover.  " 

Hart  House  Jazz  Clioir  "QnoscziQpomV  Fundraising  Coffee  House 
-  8pm  at  Diablo's  at  UG.  $15.  Tickets  available  at  the  Hall  Porter's  Desk. 

Saturday,  March  20 

Cliildren's  Reading  Series  with  Sharon  Jennings,  author  of  "Franklin  the 
Turtle",  1pm  in  the  East  Common  Room.  Free  for  families.  Refreshments. 

Sunday,  March  21 

Algonquin  Square  Table  -  Poetry  Workshop,  i-4pm  in  the  Committee's 
■Room. 

UPCOMING 

HART  HOUSE  SPRING  CONCERT  SERIES  -  FREE  AH  welcome 
Brought  to  you  by  the  many  talented  members  who  make 
music  at  Hart  House 

"Onoscatopoeia"  Jazz  Choir  FrLMar26  9pm  Arbor  Room 

Symphonic  Band  Sat.  Mar.  27  8pm  The  Great  Hall 

Chamber  Strings  Mon.  Mar.  29  8pm  The  Great  Hall 

Orchestra  Tue.Apr.l  8pm  The  Great  HaH 

Jazz  Ensemble  Fri  Apr  2  9pm  Arbor  Room 

Singers  Sat.  Apr.  3  7pm  The  Great  Hall 

ART  416.978.8398 

TheJustina  M.  Barniciie  Gallery-  Winners  of  the  Art  and  Photography 
Competitions,  Mar.  11-Apr.  8. 

The  Arbor  Room  Noor  Mohammed  "Water  Forms".  Runs  to  Apr.  25. 

ATHLETICS  416.978.2447 

Student  Locker  Renewals  -'^mX  the  Membership  Services  Offic  by  noon 
on  Fri.  Apr.  30  to  renew  your  locker. 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  Office:  416-978-8668 
www.harthousetheatre.ca 

Hart  House  Theatre  presents  THE  BALD  SOPRANO  &  JACK  OR  THE 

SUBMISSION k  DOUBLE  BILL  of  Eugene  lonesco's  absurdist  one-act  play 
masterpieces  directed  by  Dan  Leberg.  Thurs,  IVlarch  18  to  Sat,  March  27. 
Wk  1:  Thurs.-Sat.  8pm.  Wk.  2:  Wed.-Sat.  8pm  &  Sat.  2pm.  Tickets:  $15  / 
$12  students  &  seniors 

Hart  House  Theatre  and  U  of  T  Dance  Coalition  present  U  OF  T FESTIVAL 
OF  DANCE  3\h  annual  celebration  of  the  diversity  of  dance  at  U  of  T, 
and  dance  styles  from  all  over  the  world.  Each  night  features  a  different 
eclectic  array  of  dances  from  flamenco  to  hip  hop,  from  African  to  belly 
dancing.  Thurs.  Apr.  1  to  Sat.  Apr.  3, 7:30pm.  Tickets  $12/$10  students 
&  seniors. 


Women's  Centre  strives 
to  get  trans  positive 


by  JOANNE  TANG 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  Women's  Centre  at  U  of  T 
wants  to  change  its  name.  The  col- 
lective wants  to  transform  the  cen- 
tre into  a  trans(sexual  or  transgen- 
der)  inclusive  and  trans  positive 
space.  Part  of  that  transformation 
will  include  a  name  change. 

To  officially  introduce  this  ini- 
tiative, on  March  11,  the  centre 
held  an  event  unlike  any  it  has 
ever  had.  Its  evocative  and  lin- 
guistically challenging  title  was: 
"Engendering  so-called  women's 
spaces:  dismantling  gender  boxes, 
challenging  notions  of  sisterhood"! 
"They're  boundaries  and  borders 
we're  born  into  that  society  de- 
fines, that  do  not  necessarily  rep- 
resent who  you  are,"  says  Rebeka 
Tabobondung,  co-coordinator  at 
The  Women's  Centre  at  U  of  T. 
"For  example,  women  are  told  they 
need  to  be  submissive,  hairless, 
pretty,  favour  certain  colours... 
these  are  all  societal  'norms'  put 
on  you  just  by  virtue  of  having 
a  vagina."  Conversely,  she  lists  a 
set  of  stereotypes  and  societal 
expectations  that  fall  on  men.  "We 
want  to  challenge  that,"  she  says. 
"There  are  other  possibilities  to 
people's  identities  that  we  want 
to  explore." 

Tabobondung  graduated  from 
U  of  T  with  a  major  in  Aboriginal 
studies  more  than  a  year  ago 
and  has  been  co-coordinator  of 
the  centre  for  two  years.  Noel 
Asha  is  the  other  coordinator  and 
helped  organize  the  event,  which 
coincided  with  the  120th  anniver- 
sary celebrating  the  admission  of 
female  students  at  U  of  T  as  well  as 
International  Women's  Week. 

Tables  in  the  front  lobby  of  the 
Koffler  Institute  for  Pharmacy  and 
Management  offered  information 
and  definitions  on  trans  issues. 
The  "Vote  Yes"  flyers  promoting 
the  Women's  Centre  levy  increase 
and  pamphlets  for  the  LGBTOUT 
(Lesbians  Gays  Bisexuals  and 
Transgendered  of  the  University  of 
Toronto)  "69  cents"  levy  increase 
were  prominently  displayed.  (The 
Women's  Centre  referendum  will 
be  held  from  March  23-25  and  the 
LGBTOUT  fee  increase  vote  will  be 
on  ROSI  from  March  16-18.)  Speak- 


MIKEFAUBERT 


Nikki  Redman  (left)  and  Tanya  Bolina  at  Gender  Boxes  Thursday. 


ers  began  around  6:30  pm  and  the 
evening  ended  with  a  discussion 
about  the  future  of  the  centre. 

Tabobondung  points  to  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Dragon  Root  Centre 
for  Gender  Advocacy  (DRC) — the 
former  women's  centre  at  Concor- 
dia University.  The  DRC  has  been 
held  up  as  an  example  of  how 
women's  spaces  can  become  more 
inclusive.  It  used  to  be  a  women- 
only  centre. 

But,  as  speaker  and  DRC  mem- 
ber. Marc  Marakoff  said,  "The  fight 
is  still  going  on."  The  Dragon  Root 
Centre  may  once  again  become  the 
women's  centre.  So,  Marakoff  says 
they  formed  a  "Trans  Caucus."  He 
says  the  caucus  found  that  things 
went  sour  when  they  (FTMs  or 
Female-to-Male  trans)  got  too 
"mannish."  Overall,  the  DRC  mem- 
bers had  a  problem  with  "bio  men" 
coming  into  the  centre. 

U  of  T  may  be  ahead  of  the  game 
since  the  Women's  Centre  here 
has  never  been  a  genetic  women- 
only  space.  Everyone  has  always 
been  welcome — including  men. 
The  centre  is  housed  in  the  same 
building  as  Ontario  Public  Interest 
Research  Group  (OPIRG)  and  First 
Nations  House. 

Matt  Francino,  a  fourth  year 
political  science  and  Italian  stud- 
ies student  (who  hopes  to  attend 
OISE)  was  at  the  event.  "1  applaud 
The  Women's  Center,"  he  said.  "It's 
not  at  all  easy  for  them  to  do,"  he 
says,  referring  to  the  centre's  ef- 
forts to  make  trans  identified  folks 
feel  welcome. 


Francino  says  changing  the  cen- 
tre's name  is  an  important  step. 
"1  don't  go  into  women's  spaces 
unless  it  specifically  says  trans 
inclusive,"  he  says. 

The  20-year-old  is  cautious  for 
a  reason.  He's  experienced  dis- 
crimination on  campus  ranging 
from  violent  verbal  threats  to  not 
being  able  to  change  his  first  name 
on  his  T-Card  (although  he's  quick 
to  point  out  that  the  university 
administration  has  been  very  un- 
derstanding and  helpful). 

Francino  also  believes  that  wom- 
en and  men  should  be  allowed  to 
have  their  own  exclusive  spaces 
on  campus.  The  problem  at  U  of  T 
may  simply  be  a  lack  of  space. 

"It's  one  of  the  only  spaces  for 
gay  men  on  campus,"  he  says  re- 
ferring to  the  LGBTOUT  drop-in 
centre.  The  LGBT  drop-in  is  only 
open  about  30  hours  per  week.  It 
has  women  and  trans  hours  on 
Monday  and  Wednesday  from  11- 
2.  He  says  that  women  and  trans 
identified  people  may  get  lumped 
together  categorically  because 
"those  less  privileged"  often  do. 
Class  issues  can  also  overlap  with 
trans  issues.  "Loving  someone  of 
the  same  sex  is  free.  Sex  Reassign- 
ment surgery  is  very  expensive," 
he  says.  His  U  of  T  plan  covers 
a  testosterone  prescription,  but 
surgery  is  not. 

"It's  expensive  to  be  a  tranny," 
says  speaker  Andy  Scheim. 
Scheim,  a  17-year-old  high  school 

Continued  on  next  page 
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'Because  Practice  Without  Approach  is  Hazardous.' 

For  a  legal  problem  you  want  a  lawyer. 
For  an  LSAT  book  you  want  the  finest  author. 
For  an  LSAT  PREP  Course  you  want  the  finest  teacher. 
Only  prep. conn  offers  all  three! 

This  spring  and  summer  John  Richardson,  BA.,  LLB,  J.D.  author  of 
Mastering  the  LSAT  and  Law  School  Bound  will  for  the  23"^ 
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•  Strategies  and  skills  to 
improve  your  GMAT  score 

•  Taught  by  MBA  grads 

•  Located  near  St.  George 
subway  station 
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416-513-9730  or 
info@aceducation.ca 
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Lecturer  from  down 
under  comes  up  north 


byBRONWYN  KIENAPPLE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


"A  sense  of  physical  space  has 
made  us  open  to  possibilities. ..it 
has  encouraged  us  to  be  open  to 
others  as  well." 

So  said  renowned  Aussie  author 
David  Malouf  to  a  sea  of  middle- 
aged  listeners  at  Convocation  Hall 
last  Friday  night.  Reading  closely 
from  a  prepared  speech,  Malouf 
stressed  the  lived  experience  of 
Australians  in  making  democracy 
happen  in  their  country. 

Vast  amounts  of  space  charac- 
terize both  Canada  and  Australia, 
said  Malouf,  which  has  encour- 
aged multi-ethnicity.  He  did  ac- 
knowledge the  troubled  past  of 
both  countries  in  terms  of  their 
treatment  of  the  aboriginal  popu- 
lation. Native  Australians  were  not 
even  given  the  dubious  benefit  of 
treaties,  noting  "Assimilate  or  get 
lost"  was  the  prevalent  attitude. 

Distance  from  England  may 
have  contributed  to  these  ruthless 
policies.  Malouf  pointed  out  that 
Australians,  in  the  past,  have  had 
a  fear  of  losing  their  "whiteness." 
This  uneasiness  was  upped  by 
the  limited  protection  which  the 
empire  could  afford  so  remote  a 
colony. 

It  is  also  the  reason  that  Aus- 
tralia became  involved  in  the 
two  world  wars,  said  Malouf.  "We 
thought   history  would  happen 


without  us.  That's  why  we  got  in- 
volved in  all  those  wars." 

Remoteness  has  given  Austra- 
lia an  advantage  in  terms  of  its 
involvement  in  Western  politics. 
"Distance  has  led  us  to  believe  we 
can  play  with  the  big  boys  without 
falling  into  their  clutches,"  said 
Malouf.  "Canada  does  not  have 
that  luxury." 

On  the  other  hand,  Australians 
don't  have  the  luxury  of  a  bill  of 
rights,  but  Malouf  says  they  are 
more  than  fine  with  that.  Prec- 
edent is  far  more  in  their  com- 
fort range  than  principle.  Malouf 
quipped  that  this  is  because  his 
people  have  far  more  trust  in  their 
politicians  than,  say,  Americans. 

"We  see  the  government  as  an 
arm  of  our  will,"  he  said.  "There's 
one  word  to  sum  us  up:  fairness. 
It's  as  far  as  Australians  would 
want  to  enunciate  as  a  principle." 

Both  countries  are  alike  in  that 
they  are  federalist,  although  we 
are  much  less  likely  to  act  so.  As 
Aussies  tend  to  identify  with  their 
region,  flag  waving  or  anthem  sing- 
ing is  a  rare  sight  Down  Under. 

This  makes  for  a  very  loose 
concept  of  nationhood,  although 
Malouf  says  Australians  can  be 
cohesive  when  it  comes  down  to 
it.  The  2000  Olympics  in  Sydney  is 
a  case  in  point. 

Still,  the  idea  of  becoming  a 
republic  won't  fly  any  time  soon. 
A  referendum  held  in  1999  asked 


that  very  same  question,  yet 
Australians  chose  to  remain  with 
federalism,  Malouf  believes  Aus- 
sies share  his  sentiment  that  re- 
publicanism is  merely  a  "political 
fiction  dedicated  to  the  mystifica- 
tion of  political  power." 

The  night  ended  off  with  a  panel 
discussion  peopled  by  such  no- 
tables as  Le  Soleil  editor  Alain 
Dubuc  and  His  Excellency  John 
Ralston  Saul. 

Irshad  Manji,  an  author  and 
broadcaster,  praised  Canada 
and  Australia  for  having  open 
models  of  belonging.  Dubuc  felt 
that  Canada  is  becoming  less  like 
Australia  through  its  formalized 
political  processes.  This,  he  said, 
is  making  it  harder  for  citizens  to 
intervene. 

Audience  members  baited  the 
panel  with  questions  about  ter- 
rorism and  the  latest  referendum, 
but  were  mostly  ignored.  Panel 
members  instead  chose  to  bicker 
over  Australia's  mandatory  vot- 
ing policy.  The  issue  at  stake  ap- 
peared to  be  whether  the  amount 
of  $200  (the  fine  for  refusing  to 
vote)  constituted  force. 

The  lecture  was  part  of  the 
LaFontaine-Baldwin  Symposium. 
Run  by  Saul  and  the  Dominion 
Institute,  the  project  is  an  effort  to 
cook  up  ideas  on  democracy  and 
its  historical  roots  in  Canada. 


Continued  from  previous  page 

dropout  who  says  he  would  like  to 
go  to  university  some  day,  refers 
to  recent  articles  in  Bust  maga- 
zine and  even  the  New  York  Times 
about  "trendy  trannies." 

"It's  cool  to  be  a  tranny...but 
only  if  you're  white,  in  university 
taking  gender  studies  and  have  a 
faux- hawk,"  he  says.  "A  lot  of  trans 
activity  is  on  campus,  which  tends 
to  disclude  those  under  19,"  he 
says,  adding  that  it  can  also  cre- 
ate an  environment  that  is  "too 
academic"  and  can  make  non-stu- 
dents feel  isolated. 

Scheim  is  a  volunteer  with 
T.E.A.C.H.  (Teens  Educating  and 
Confronting  Homophobia)  and 
is  part  of  the  North  York  Queer 
Youth  Arts  Project.  Scheim  has  "al- 


ways identified  as  a  feminist"  and 
says  one  of  his  biggest  challenges 
today  is  figuring  out  how  to  be  a 
good  feminist.  "When  I  started 
coming  out  as  a  trans  it  was  hard 
to  reconcile  being  a  feminist.  My 
feminist  analysis  says  it's  all  part 
of  the  same  fight,  but  1  still  felt  like 
a  traitor..."  He  says  it  is  really  im- 
portant for  women's  spaces  to  be 
trans  inclusive. 

The  centre  is  also  looking  for  a 
trans  representative  to  join  the 
collective. 

"This  is  a  women's  issue  in  a 
larger  sense  within  the  women's 
movement.  There  are  limiting  no- 
tions of  gender — you're  born  male 
and  female  and  then  put  into  boxes 
and  when  you  go  outside  of  those 
boxes  society  reacts  negatively.  In 
that  sense  it  is  a  women's  issue.  It's 
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raine  kept  the  discussion  focused 
within  a  jurisdiction  presided  over 
by  the  Provincial  government  for  a 
lengthy  span. 

Looking  closely  at  technological 
advancement  as  the  main  solution 
to  environmental  woes,  Anderson 
stressed  the  future  of  Canadian 
involvement  in  such  areas,  "Our 
government  is  determined  to  put 
Canada  in  the  front  rank  of  coun- 
tries that  are  innovators,  ready  to 
expand  and  feed  the  growing  mar- 
kets for  environmental  solutions." 

Anderson  was  careful  to  point 
out  Trinity- Spadina  MP  Tony  Ian- 
no's  attendance,  and  thanked  him 
for  his  support  in  environmental 
activities  in  the  riding  within 
which  U  of  T  sits. 


Affordable  Summer  Housing 
In  the  Heart  of  Yorkville 

-Treat  yourself  without  the  expense- 

*single  and  double  occupancy  rooms 
$2400  -  $3100  Inclusive 

*steps  from  the  hottest  spots  in  Toronto 

*apartment  setting 

*airconditioning 

*cable  included 

*available  to  all  students  from 
May  10  through  to  August  28th,  2004 


VICTORIA  UNIVERSITY 

http://vicu.utoronto.ca/conference.htm 
TEL:  (416)  585-4524 
Email:  accom.victoria@utoronto.ca 
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Harvey  E.  Rosenfeld,  d.p.m. 

Doctor  of  Podiatric  Medicine 
Child,  Adult,  and  Geriatric  Foot  Specialist 


Medical  Arts  Building 
170  St.  George  Street 
Suite  330 
Toronto,  Ontario 
M5R  2MB 
Tel  (416) 967-0600 
Fax  (416)  967-9294 


Meadowvale  Professional  BIdg. 
6855  Meadowvale  Town  Centre  Circle 

Suite  224 
Mississauga,  Ontario 
L5N  2Y1 
Tel  (905) 814-5884 
Fax (905) 814-4841 


TESL  Diploma 

(Teaching  English  as  a  Second  Language) 

Accredited  by  The  Ministry  of  Training,  Colleges  &  Universities 


^^^1  Teach  English 

in  Canada  or  Abroad 

Full  and  Part-time  Studies 


YORK  COLLEGE  of  Industry  &  Technology 
44  Victoria  Street,  Toronto  416.851.18(38  www.ycit.on.ca 


Are  you  interested  in  affordable 
and  convenient  summer 
housing?  Staying  in 
Toronto  for  the 
Summer 


May  1— August  31 


Single  Rooms 

•  Some  Apartments 

•  Quiet  Community 

•  Centrally  Located 

•  Available  May  1 

•  Preference  given  to  long 
term  residents  (4  months) 

•  Internet,  &  cable  available 


Please  contact  the 
Symmer  Residence 
■  Coordinator  at 
Wycliffe  College 

wycliffe.college@utoronto.ca 

or (416) 946-3535 
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FACULIY,£ARTS,&^^^ 

UNIVERSITY  of  TORONTO 


Attention  First-Year  Arts 
and  Science  Students! 

Need  help  choosing  a  program? 
Come  to  Arts  and  Science  Options 
2004 


University  College,  East  and  West  Hall 
St.  George  Campus 
15  King's  College  Circle 
Noon  -  2  pm 

Humanities  and  Social  Sciences 

Thursday,  March  18,  2004 

Sciences 

Friday,  March  19,  2004 

Counsellors  from  all  Arts  and  Science  programs  on  the 
St.  George  Campus  will  be  available  to  answer  your 
questions  on  courses,  programs  and  career  options. 


SAC  election  guide  part  two 


772(5  is  part  two  oAThe  Varsity's  look 
at  the  roster  of  candidates  for  the  main 
positions  up  for  grabs  in  this  year's  SAC 
election.  Students  can  vote  on  the  online 
service  ROSI  until  March  18.  Part  one  of 
this  guide  appeared  in  the  March  9  issue 
of  The  Varsity. 

VP  University  Affairs 

Howard  Jam,  fifth  year  Computer 
Science 

Previous  experience:  Howard  is  the 
current  VP  University  Affairs,  and 
is  trying  to  get  re-elected.  Also  SAC 
director  of  engineering,  former  chair 
of  the  Institute  of  Electrical  and  Elec- 
tronical Engineering. 
Platform:  Continue  to  champion  a  St. 
George  student  centre,  complete  and 
implement  the  Campus  Green  House 
Gas  Reduction  Plan,  starting  a  SAC- 
run  cafe  offering  different  foods  such 
as  falafels  and  samosas  and  Fair  Trade 
coffee  at  cost.  Also,  lower  parking  fees 
for  the  suburban  campuses,  account- 
ability for  ancilliary  fees,  more  24  hour 
study  space  and  more  student  involve- 
ment in  the  White  Papers. 
Wliy  Sliould  we  vote  for  you?  1  have 
lots  of  experience,  been  in  the  job 
already  and  know  how  to  get  things 
done.  1  know  how  SAC  and  the  Govern- 
ing Council  work,  and  have  also  been 
ari  effective  student  leader  in  many 
facets  for  the  past  4  years.  My  con- 
nections: 1  work  well  with  Admin  and 
faculty,  know  them  well,  and  can  get 
things  that  students  want.  My  dedica- 
tion: hard  worker,  typically  put  in  60 
hours  a  week  this  year  at  SAC;  you 
will  get  the  best  bang  for  your  student 
buck.  My  vision:  my  platform  as  listed 
above  is  pretty  comprehensive  and 
active.  It  is  also  a  platform  that  1  con- 
fidently feel  can  be  fully  accomplished 
next  year,  especially  since  I've  done 
this  before  and  I  know  how  long  it 
takes  to  do  most  of  it. 
Outside  interests/affiliations:  read- 
ing, music,  baseball,  basketball,  tech- 
nology and  computers. 

Johanna  Herman,  fourth  year  Art  His- 
tory specialist 

Previous  Experience:  Executive  mem- 
ber of  student  group  Hillel,  associate 
producer,  UC  Follies  (plus  producer 
this  year),  active  in  SAC  through  Ex- 
ternal Commission. 
Platform:  "Fostering  a  positive  re- 
lationship with  College  and  Faculty 
Councils  is  instrumental  in  determin- 
ing the  needs  of  students  in  those  con- 
stituencies. 1  will  also  be  a  strong  voice 
to  all  Administrative  and  Academic 
councils  including  the  Governing 
Council,  the  highest  decision  making 
body  at  the  Univeristy  of  Toronto.  Per- 
sonal help  with  petitions  and  appeals 
will  also  be  provided,  as  I  believe  that 
students  should  be  judged  fairly." 
Also,  setting  up  online  purchasing  for 
student  metropasses  and  reducing 
the  price  even  further. 
Why  we  should  vote  for  you?  "I  will 
be  a  strong  voice  for  students,  and 
take  every  opportunity  to  voice  your 
concerns.  I  plan  on  accomplishing 
this  by  initiating  contact  with  our  Col- 
lege, Faculty  and  Residence  Councils, 
and  being  a  responsive  voice  to  their 
concerns.  My  enthusiasm  and  abilities 
will  reinvigorate  the  University  Affairs 
commission,  because  the  tired  old 
ways  aren't  working.  1  look  forward  to 
your  support." 

Outside  interests/affiliations:  art, 
politics,  volunteering  at  a  hospital 
that  performs  free  cardiac  surgery  for 
underprivileged  kids. 

VP  Student  Ufe 

Danielle  King,  third  year  Political  Sci- 


ence and  Criminology 
Previous  Experience:  President,  Al- 
pha Gamma  Delta  women's  fraternity. 
Platform:  "Over  the  last  three  years 
at  U  of  T  1  have  found  the  leadership 
of  SAC  to  be  highly  ineffective.  Student 
government  has  the  potential  to  be  a 
powerful  vehicle  at  this  school  yet  this 
power  has  often  been  misdirected  and 
in  some  cases  abused.  If  1  am  elected 
to  SAC  1  will  ensure  that  VP  Student 
Life  addresses  the  needs  of  the  stu- 
dent organizations  and  clubs  on  all 
three  campuses.  I  will  also  make  sure 
that  club  funding  is  increased  and 
properly  allocated.  Our  diverse  range 
of  clubs  will  also  be  recognized  for 
their  many  achievements.  We  should 
be  proud  of  the  eclectic  nature  of  our 
student  life  and  acknowledge  it  on  a 
regular  basis. 

Finally  I  am  against  the  building  of 
a  student  centre  funded  by  a  tuition 
levy.  If  elected  VP  Student  Life  1  will 
make  sure  campus  space  is  used  more 
efficiently  through  proper  scheduling 
and  will  fight  for  the  allocation  of  more 
building  space  for  club  offices  and 
meeting  rooms." 

Why  should  we  vote  for  you?  I  strong- 
ly believe  in  setting  realistic  goals  for 
what  can  be  achieved  over  the  next 
year  and  am  committed  to  accom- 
plishing these  goals.  1  am  not  a  profes- 
sional student  politician  and  will  not 
make  false  promises.  1  simply  believe 
in  doing  what  is  right  for  the  student 
body  and  getting  the  job  done. 
Outside  interests/affiliations:  Intra- 
mural water  polo  and  Softball,  Trinity 
Pre-Law  Society,  co-ordinator  for  lo- 
cal rec  centre. 

Dylan  Rae,  fourth  year  History  and 
Political  Science 

Previous  Experience:  Current  VP 
Student  Life,  SAC  orientation  co-ordi- 
nator last  summer. 

Platform:  "If  re-elected  1  will  further 
increase  the  clubs  funding  budget  by 
25  per  cent.  1  will  continue  to  provide  a 
strong  and  responsive  voice  for  all  our 
308  clubs  and  societies  on  SAC." 
Why  should  we  vote  for  you?  "1  am 
running  on  my  proven  track  record. 
This  year  I  fulfilled  my  promise  to 
increase  the  clubs  budget  by  over 
$10,000  and  if  re-elected  promise  to 
further  increases  it  by  25  per  cent. 
This  year  1  ran  the  largest  orienta- 
tion in  SAC  history.  1  am  also  the 
only  candidate  that  understands  the 
issues  facing  our  suburban  campuses, 
as  1  proudly  represented  UTSC  as  a 
SAC  rep  and  deputy  commissioner 
last  year.  1  am  an  active  member  of  a 
number  of  campus  clubs,  which  has 
allowed  me  to  gain  insight  into  what 
the  clubs  need  from  their  Student 
Council." 

Outside  interests/affiliations:  hockey, 
baseball,  local  Markham  politics. 

Jason  Young,  third  year  Political  Sci- 
ence 

Previous  Experience:  founder,  Cana- 
dian Asian  Student  Society,  owner  of 
nightclub  promotional  company  Fuel 
Productions. 

Platform:  "To  create  a  massive  net- 
work so  deep  into  the  student  body 
like  no  one  has  ever  done  before.  With 
this  network,  1  will  be  able  to  establish 
a  more  intimate  relationship  between 
SAC  and  the  student  body,  and  shape 
a  new  and  improved  image  of  student 
life  at  U  of  T." 

Why   should   we   vote   for  you? 

"Through  all  my  previous  experi- 
ences, 1  have  developed  strong  skills 
in  the  promotion  of  events  by  bringing 
students  together.  (Whatever  Dylan 
can  do,  I  can  do  it  better.  And  also 
because  I'm  better  looking.)" 
Outside  interests/affiliations:  Creat- 


ing the  UNITY  fraternity,  Playstation  2, 
Marijuana  Party  of  Canada,  "excessive 
drinking  and  partying.  And  of  course, 
sex." 

VP  Equity 

Calvin  Yang,  third  year  Commerce 
Previous    Experience:  Marketing 
director,  Chinese  Undergraduate  As- 
sociation. 

Platform:  Student-run  cafeteria  with 
cheaper  meals  and  more  student  jobs, 
audio-taped  lectures  for  disabled  stu- 
dents, bike  shelters  to  prevent  thefts, 
promotion  of  job  opportunities  for 
ALL  students,  including  international 
students  and  new  scholarship  pro- 
gram for  highly  improved  students. 
Why  should  we  vote  for  you?  Most 
of  my  platform  comes  out  through 
my  experience  at  U  of  T.  As  a  proud 
member  of  this  community,  I  want  to 
make  a  change  to  our  home  campuses. 
Vote  for  me  if  you  believe  this  platform 
is  achievable. 

Outside    interests/affiliations:  no 

response 

Julia  Mimk,  third  year  student 
Previous  Experience:  Current  VP  Eq- 
uity, organizer  of  the  Breaking  Down 
Barriers  conference,  first  disability 
issues  conference  in  Canada. 
Platform:  Continue  working  towards 
accessibility  on  campus,  work  towards 
a  multi-faith  centre,  get  women  more 
involved  in  student  life  on  campus, 
help  to  create  more  Positive  Space  and 
work  on  OSAP  reforms  to  allow  access 
for  aboriginal  students  and  others  af- 
fected by  financial  barriers. 
Why  should  we  vote  for  you?  "1  have 
the  practical,  hands-on  experience 
and  the  theoretical  background  to 
continue  to  promote  equity  and  diver- 
sity on  campus." 

Outside  interests/fkffiliations:  Found- 
er, Students  for  Barrier-free  Access, 
contributor  to  Sex  on  Wheels  journal, 
organizer  of  Equity  Jam  concert. 

Shakir  Haq,  second  year  South  Asian 
Studies  and  Human  Biology 
Previous  Experience:  None. 
Platform:  Assure  that  issues  impor- 
tant to  students  and  student  groups 
are  addressed,  not  only  issues  that 
SAC  recommends  as  relevant,  in- 
crease communication  to  bring  the 
various  U  of  T  communities  closer 
together  and  create  a  support  network 
between  groups,  and  create  bursaries 
for  individuals  who  contribute  to  U  of 
T  through  extra-curricular  involve- 
ment. 

Why  should  we  vote  for  you?  "1 
have  no  experience  in  politics  and 
often  was  a  sceptic  of  student  gov- 
ernment. This  is  definitely  a  strength 
for  me,  as  1  do  not  understand  nor 
participate  in  the  'political  games' 
that  are  so  often  publicized  during 
elections  and  while  in  office."  Also, 
"1  am  extremely  approachable  and 
give  everyone  an  equal  opportunity 
to  express  their  views  to  me.  Because 
of  this,  and  the  way  I  feel  Equity  should 
be  run,  1  naturally  foster  an  environ- 
ment where  those  who  may  have  been 
previously  too  shy  or  ashamed  to 
express  their  views,  can  have  their 
voices  heard." 

Outside  interests/affiliations:  Hart 
House  Theatre  of  Dance,  UC  Follies, 
Pakistani  Students  Association,  Mus- 
lim Students  Association,  South  Asian 
Alliance,  Marginalia  editor-in-chief. 

VP  Operations 

Jason  Chung,  fourth  year  Commerce 
Previous  experience:  Director  of  Fi- 

Continued  on  next  page 
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His  Holiness  Rael  kicks  back  with  some  female  friends  on  Wednesday. 
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ment.  Dr.  Boisselier  is  also  appointed  as  a  Rae- 
lian  Bishop. 

His  Holiness  Rael  is  the  leader  of  the  Raelian 
movement  which  believes  that  Rael,  a  former 
journalist  and  race  car  driver,  was  contacted  in 
1973  by  an  extraterrestrial  being  by  the  name  of 
Yaweh  of  the  Elohim  race.  His  Holiness  is  also 
the  founder  of  ClonAid. 

From  the  Raelian  movement  official  Web  site 
the  supposed  direct  quote  by  Mr.  Yaweh  can  be 
found:  '"We  were  the  ones  who  made  all  life  on 
earth,  we  now  reveal  how  to  realise  your  poten- 
tial and  achieve  global  peace.' "  His  Holiness  also 
conducts  "sensual  meditation"  seminars. 

Dr.  El-Kassem  explained  that  stem  cell  re- 
search, from  an  Islamic  perspective,  is  permis- 
sible, but  the  manner  in  which  they  are  procured 
needs  to  be  regulated.  Due  to  the  probabilities 
involved  in  IVF  (in  vitro  fertilization),  many  ova 
must  be  fertilized;  the  excess  ova  which  are  oth- 
erwise discarded  of,  Dr.  El-Kassem  asserts,  are 
allowed  to  be  used. 

Dr.  El-Kassem  laid  out  "cloning  for  reproduc- 
tive purposes  is  prohibited,"  yet  for  therapeutic 
purposes,  such  as  harvesting  stem  cells,  it  is 
cdlowed. 

Dr.  Boisselier,  an  atheist,  stated  "Just  because 
there  are  people  doing  crazy  things  doesn't 
mean  the  research  should  stop." 

While  her  claims  to  13  successfully  and  health- 
ily cloned  babies  have  never  been  substantiated, 
ClonAid  continues  to  pledge  it's  cloning  services 
stating  on  its  Web  site.  Citing  historical  prece- 
dence such  as  slavery  laws,  Fr.  Lynch  noted  "It's 
a  different  to  be  human  beings  versus  persons. 
This  matter  isn't  just  about  rights,  it's  about 
responsibilities." 

His  Holiness  Rael  began  his  statement  by 
conveying  his  personal  feeling  of  "1  feel  like  I'm 
traveling  in  time." 

According  to  His  Holiness  Rael,  "'ethic'  is  a 
religious  word,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  science. 
Different  religions  have  different  ethics.  Some 
people  are  allowed  to  eat  pork  and  drink,  others 
are  forbidden  by  their  God.  Some  have  one  wife, 
some  have  four.  Good.  Perfect.  No  Problem.  But 


this  is  my  choice,  I  choose  to  be  atheist." 

His  Holiness  championed  cloning  as  a  method 
that  could  eradicate  such  "birth  defects"  physi- 
cal or  mental,  and  that  the  process  will  further 
evolve  so  that  a  fetus  may  mature  in  an  artificial 
womb. 

In  reply  to  His  Holiness'  speech.  Dr.  El-Kas- 
sem retorted  "1  would  invite  Rael  to  continue 
his  research.  2/3  of  your  speech  was  a  call  to 
be  atheist." 

To  further  her  already  ambitious  goals  of  hu- 
man cloning.  Dr.  Boisselier  explained  that  "con- 
sciousness is  an  electric  connection  and  we  can 
recreate  it,  manipulate  it . .  .  transfer  it  from  one 
body  to  another  so  we  can  have  eternal  life." 

To  the  claims  set  forth  by  Dr.  Boisselier  and 
His  Holiness,  Fr.  Lynch  stated  "Science  does  not 
exist  in  of  itself.  Science  without  ethics  is  im- 
mensely dangerous." 

Fr.  Lynch  questioned  His  Holiness'  claim  that 
"Elohim"  meant  "those  who  came  from  above" 
in  Hebrew.  Fr.  Lynch  asked  "How  much  Hebrew 
did  you  study?  Did  you  ever  study  Hebrew?,"  to 
which  His  Holiness  replied  "No.  They  taught  me 
everything." 

As  to  why  Dr.  Boisselier  had  refused  to  publish 
her  work,  Dr.  Boisselier  stated  "1  intended  to  re- 
lease the  info  nine  days  later.  1  could  see  the  mad- 
ness of  the  world  in  the  few  days  after."  She  also 
plead  the  moral  case  of  not  wanting  to  publicize 
the  families  that  underwent  the  cloning  process 
and  subjecting  them  to  the  media. 

The  event  certainly  kept  crowd  members 
interested.  Jay  Nicols  of  Student  Center  Events 
said  "It  was  entertaining  and  definitely  worth  the 
time  and  door  price.  The  priest's  facial  expres- 
sions were  great." 

Nida  Shams,  a  first  year  student  and  SAC 
Board  of  Director  for  the  2004-2005  school 
year  said  "Boisselier  showed  too  much  drama, 
it  seemed  as  if  she  was  begging  for  sympathy 
with  constant  use  of  the  word  'baby'  Rael  is  my 
inspiration  for  my  next  halloween  costume.  And 
it  was  nice  to  see  unity  between  religions  on  this 
campus." 

Another  student  wondered  "Why  does  the 
Raelian  symbol  look  exactly  like  a  Star  of 
David?" 


Continued  from  previous  page 

nance,  Korean  Canadian  University  of  Toronto 
Students  Association,  executive,  Undergraduate 
Finance  Association. 

Platform:  "We  need  a  student  centre.  We  need 
24-hour  study  space  on  all  three  campuses.  We 
need  to  address  the  growing  costs  of  attending 
U  of  T.  We  need  to  press  for  a  cheaper  TTC 
Metropass.  But  perhaps  most  importantly,  we 
need  to  address  the  apathy  and  alienation  on 
campus.  We  need  to  build  a  real  feeling  of  com- 
munity and  pride  in  our  school.  SAC  has  such 
great  potential  to  be  a  unifying  force  on  campus, 
but  for  that  to  happen,  SAC  needs  to  change." 
Why  should  we  vote  for  you?  "1  want  to  make 
SAC  accountable  to  the  students.  As  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  Operations,  my  first  priority  will  be  to 
create  a  continuously  updated  Web  site  that 
will  track  spending.  SAC's  2003-2004  budget 
estimated  almost  $2.9  million  dollars  in  spend- 
ing, not  including  costs  relating  to  the  health 
and  dental  insurance  plan.  Online  tracking  of 
spending  will  help  SAC  to  allocate  spending  in 
an  effective  way  that  reaches  out  to  all  students. 
Many  students  just  don't  feel  connected  with 
SAC.  This  is  a  simple  communication  problem, 
and  can  be  solved  by  SAC  executives  making 
classroom  announcements  to  keep  everyone  in- 
formed of  what's  going  on  on  campus  and  what 
events  SAC  is  hosting." 


Outside  interests/affiliations:  hockey,  basket- 
ball, volleyball,  floorball  at  the  AC,  partying  and 
clubbing. 

Lisa  Aldridge,  fourth  year  FoUtical  Science 

Previous  experience:  Student  rep.  University 
Affairs  Board  of  Governing  Council,  chief  finan- 
cial officer  and  deputy  station  manager  VIBE  ra- 
dio, former  deputy  external  commissioner  SAC. 

Platform:  Create  new  SAC  services:  a  perma- 
nent used  textbook  store,  student-run  cafe  and 
computer  swap  shop.  Improve  financial  services: 
add  more  book  bursaries,  increase  club  funding 
and  offer  budget  clinics  for  students.  Improve 
suburban  campus  services:  increase  24  hour 
study  space,  lobby  for  parking  rate  freeze  and 
lower  cost  of  food  on  campus. 

Why  should  we  vote  for  you?  "In  a  word,  expe- 
rience...This  year  I  successfully  ran  VIBE-spon- 
sored  frosh  week  events,  organized  the  training 
process  of  more  than  50  DJ's,  re-invested  in  new 
equipment  and  produced  a  substantial  budget 
surplus.  Lastly,  I  will  work  towards  making  SAC 
more  accountable  and  accessible  to  students. 
I'm  interested  in  what  students  have  to  say  and  1 
am  dedicated  to  'getting  the  job  done.'" 

Outside  interests/affiliations:  DJing,  rock- 
climbing,  comedy,  literature,  sailing,  horseback 
riding,  1980's  cartoons  and  Medieval  Times. 
Compiled  by  Ryan  Kennedy,  Bronwyn 
Kienapple,  Ian  Ha  and  Feon  Chau. 
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GOVERNING  COUNCIL 

CALL  FOR  NOMINATIONS 

Students,  Teaching  Staff,  Administrative  Staff  and  Alumni 
Co-opted  Members  for  Boards  and  Committees 


Nominations  are  now  open  for  the  following  co-opted  (non-Governing  Council) 
memberships.  The  number  of  places  varies  from  year  to  year,  depending  on  the  committee 
selections  of  members  of  the  Governing  Council. 

Academic  Board 

12  students 

-  4  full-time  undergraduates  -  Arts  and  Science 

-  2  full-time  undergraduates  -  professional  faculties 

-  3  part-time  undergraduates 

-  3  gmduate  students 
2  administmtive  staff 

2  representatives  of  the  alumni 

(Co-opted  teaching  staff  places  hove  been  filled  by  election) 

The  number  of  seats  actually  available  for  each  constituency  on  the  following  bodies  will  not  be 
known  until  the  committee  assignments  of  members  of  Governing  Council  ore  determined.  The 
numbers  listed  below  are  the  seats  that  may  be  available. 

University  Affairs  Board 

3  administrative  staff 

1  representative  of  the  alumni 

4  students 

1  teaching  staff 

Audit  Committee 
Business  Board 

Committee  for  Honorary  Degrees 

Places  on  the  Audit  Committee,  the  Business  Board  and  the  Committee  for  Honorary  Degrees  ore 
usually  filled  by  members  of  the  Governing  Council  or  by  individuals  extemal  to  the  University 
appointed  by  a  different  process.  Places  hove,  however,  been  available  in  some  years. 


Persons  may  be  nominated  or  they  may  nominate  themselves.  All  nominees  should  submit  a 
letter  including  an  indication  of  agreement  to  serve  if  selected,  an  indication  of  the  committees 
or  boards  in  which  the  nominee  is  interested,  a  brief  resume  and,  in  the  case  of  student 
nominees,  his/her  student  number,  year  in  program,  full-  or  part-time  status  expected  for 
the  2004-05  (September  to  April),  faculty  or  college  (if  applicable),  telephone  number,  email 
address  and  an  address  valid  till  the  end  of  June.  Please  note  that  full-time  and  part-time 
student  nominees  must  be  registered  as  full-  or  part-time  students  in  2004-05  in  order  to  serve. 
All  nominees  should  highlight  their  qualifications  and  explain  why  they  wish  to  serve  on  the 
board  or  committee  of  their  choice. 

For  the  Audit  Committee,  the  Business  Board  and  the  Committee  for  Honomry  Degrees,  please 
submit  only  your  name,  address,  telephone  number,  email  and  constituency.  You  will  be  notified 
if  places  are  available  and  invited  at  that  time  to  submit  biogmphicol  information. 


Please  send  nominations  to:  Deadline  for  nominations: 

Ms  Susan  Girard  Friday,  April  16,  2004 

Governing  Council  Secretariat 
Room  106  Simcoe  Hall 
University  of  Toronto 
416-978-8428 

The  Striking  Committees  for  the  various  Boards  will  be  meeting  in  mid  to  late  May,  and 
nominees  may  expect  to  hear  if  they  were  successful  by  mid  June.  It  is  important  to  provide  a 
June  address. 

For  further  information,  visit  the  website  at  http://www.utoronto.ca/govcncl/elections/ 
electionscoop.htm 

The  membership  of  the  Governing  Council  Boards  and  Committees  should  reflect  the  diversity  of 
the  University.  Nominations  are,  therefore,  encouraged  of  a  wide  variety  of  individuals. 
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Put  the  honour  back  in 
"honourable" 


It's  a  cynical  reality  that  politics  and 
corruption  go  hand  in  hand.  The 
recent  conflict  of  interest  scandals 
surrounding  the  federal  Liberal  party, 
for  example,  don't  come  as  much  of  a 
surprise  to  the  jaded  Canadian  public. 

But  shouldn't  it?  Shouldn't  we  be 
surprised  when  the  trustworthiness 
of  our  elected  representatives  is  in 
doubt? 

It's  easy  enough  to  blame  the  out- 
going administration  for  awarding 
contracts  to  friends  and  relatives. 
Chretien  is  a  convenient  scapegoat, 
certainly  with  a  lot  less  to  lose  politi- 
cally now  that  he's  no  longer  PM,  but 
he  can't  be  blamed  for  everything. 

Paul  Martin  pleads  constant  ig- 
norance— and  do  we  really  want  a 
Prime  Minister  who  has  no  idea  what's 
going  on?  In  the  meantime,  Canada 
Steamship  Lines,  the  company  Martin 
owned  until  last  March  and  which 
is  now  owned  by  his  sons,  takes  full 
advantage  of  the  mile-wide  legal 
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loopholes  he  himself  had  a  hand  in 
creating.  Just  because  it's  legal  for 
a  company  to  operate  out  of  Barba- 
dos so  it  can  get  away  with  paying  a 

Is  it  too  much  to 
ask  that  our  elected 
leaders  actually  live 
up  to  the  title  of 
"honourable"  that 
they  receive  when  they 
enter  office? 

fraction  of  the  taxes  other  Canadian 
companies  have  to  pay  doesn't  make  it 
right.  A  man  really  would  be  ignorant 
if  he  thought  this  wasn't  a  conflict  of 
interest 

But  this  sort  of  thing  isn't  limited  to 


the  Liberal  party.  Belinda  Stronach  re- 
cently resigned  as  president  of  Magna 
International — which  was  created  by 
her  father — so  she  could  run  for  the 
leadership  of  the  Conservative  party. 

Is  it  just  us,  or  does  the  thought 
of  trading  one  leader  with  corporate 
connections  for  another  fail  to  inspire 
confidence  in  the  Canadian  political 
system? 

How  can  we  know  our  leaders  can 
be  trusted?  Is  it  too  much  to  ask  that 
our  elected  leaders  actually  live  up 
to  the  title  of  "honourable"  that  they 
receive  when  they  enter  office?  . 

Come  on,  folks,  it's  not  that  difficult 
to  be  honest  and  do  the  right  thing. 
It's  less  profitable,  but  what  the  heck 
do  you  need  all  that  money  for  any- 
way when  you're  already  making  over 
a  hundred  grand  a  year  (plus  pension, 
benefits,  expense  accounts,  and  lots 
of  perks)  on  the  backs  of  taxpayers 
who  generally  make  a  lot  less  than 
you  do? 


Health  care  you  can  take  to  the  bank 

Why  business  should  do  more  to  support  public  institutions 


by  RUSSELL  EVANS 


Being  particularly  bad  with  technol- 
ogy, 1  am  one  of  the  few  people  who 
still  regularly  wait  in  line  at  the  bank 
to  see  a  teller.  The  other  day,  for  ex- 
ample, 1  found  myself  behind  a  good 
dozen  people  at  the  College  Park  TD 
with  nothing  to  do  but  literally  stare 
at  the  walls. 

That's  when  I  noticed  a  new  poster 
at  the  bank.  "Miracles  at  Work"  was 
written  across  the  top,  with  a  pic- 
ture of  a  beautiful,  fragile  looking 
little  girl  in  a  blue  turtleneck  below. 
The  text  explained  that  this  girl  has 
neuroblastoma,  a  cancer  that  often 
occurs  in  children.  The  poster  then 
went  on  to  outline  all  the  different 
treatments  she  has  had  to  endure. 
Little  Anastasia  story  ended  with  a 
call  to  action,  asking  bank  custom- 
ers to  arrange  automatic  withdraw- 
als from  their  account  to  help  pay  for 
the  expensive  treatments  that  sick 
children  need. 

For  weeks  now,  Anastasia's  story 
has  been  on  my  mind.  More  specifi- 
cally, I've  been  thinking  about  TD's 
role.  At  first  sight,  1  thought  that  TD 
was  doing  a  fantastic  public  service. 
Who  doesn't  want  to  help  sick  chil- 
dren? The  way  1  figured  it,  TD  prob- 
ably gets  a  few  customers  to  chip  in  a 
little  extra  and  maybe  the  bank  itself 


donates  a  bit  too  (they  do).  What 
could  be  wrong  with  that? 

The  first  problem  with  TD's  plan 
hit  me  on  the  subway  ride  home. 
What  about  universal  health  care? 
As  Canadians,  universal  access  to 

The  only  way  to  make 
universal  health  care 
work  is  to  increase 
taxes  on  the  wealthy 
in  order  to  improve 
care.  If  TD  truly 
cares  about  sick 
children,  let  them 
begin  by  paying  their 
fair  share  in  taxation. 


quality  health  care  is  supposed  to 
be  one  of  the  principals  that  define 
us.  Access  to  health  care  should 
not  be  dependant  on  corporate  or 
individual  donations,  but  should 
be  a  right  all  Canadians  enjoy  in 
perpetuity.  Indeed,  the  concept  of  a 
codified  "Right  to  Life"  (guaranteed 
under  sec.  7  of  the  Canadian  Charter 
of  Rights  and  Freedoms)  is  a  hollow 
promise  unless  our  government  also 


provides  adequate  health  care. 

Currently,  our  health  care  system 
is  in  crisis,  suffering  from  a  short- 
age of  nurses,  beds,  and  most  of  all, 
money.  In  the  face  of  such  adversity, 
help  from  any  source,  whether  high- 
er taxes  or  private  donations  would 
be  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  But 
looking  a  little  closer,  private  money 
is  not  the  answer.  Corporate  and 
individual  donations  are  temporary 
solutions  to  a  long-term  problem. 
These  kinds  of  donations  also  act 
as  a  smokescreen,  concealing  the 
inadequacy  of  our  taxation  system 
to  properly  provide  universal  care. 

The  only  way  to  make  universal 
health  care  work  is  to  increase  taxes 
on  the  wealthy  in  order  to  improve 
care.  If  TD  truly  cares  about  sick 
children,  let  them  begin  by  paying 
their  fair  share  in  taxation.  In  2003, 
TD  boasted  a  net  income  of  over 
$1.5  billion  dollars.  Despite  this 
staggering  figure,  TD's  poster  asks 
their  customers  to  donate  money  to 
support  local  hospitals.  According 
to  TD's  website,  customer  and  staff 
donations  to  The  Children's  Miracle 
Network  regularly  outweigh  corpo- 
rate contributions,  which  TD  has 
capped  at  $1  million.  If  you  ask  me, 
what  children  like  Anastasia  really 
need  isn't  my  money,  but  a  system 
that  doesn't  make  them  beg. 


LETTERS 


Language  ban 
revisited 


Alex  Artful-Dodger  overstepped  her 
powers  as  acting  elections  commit- 
tee chairperson  by  initiating  a  ban  on 
the  use  of  foreign  languages  on  SAC 
campaign  posters.  The  SAC  elections 
committee  came  to  its  senses,  albeit 
after  overwhelming  opposition,  and 
rescinded  the  amendment  to  the 
election  rules.  However  it  should 
not  have  been  an  issue  of  debate  to 
begin  with  as  it  clearly  goes  against 
municipal,  provincial  and  federal 
election  guidelines.  Is  Artful-Dodger 
saying  that  our  elected  government 
officials  are  wrong  and  are  promoting 
"ghettoism  and  cliqueishness,"  in  the 
words  of  Aaron  Winter,  by  campaign- 
ing in  foreign  languages? 

The  argument  against  the  use  of 
foreign  languages  on  SAC  posters  is 
suspect  and  shaky  at  best.  A  simple 
survey  of  students  for  whom  English 
is  not  their  first  language  would  un- 
doubtedly find  that  their  involvement 
in  SAC  elections  is  highly  inconsistent 
with  the  demographics  at  U  of  T. 
Printing  posters  in  foreign  languages 
is  meant  to  correct  that  inconsistency 
by  drawing  the  attention  of  students 
who  feel  alienated  by  SAC  and  get- 
ting them  involved  with  the  student 
council  that  is  supposedly  represent- 
ing them.  As  MPP  Rosario  Marchese 
put  it,  "there  is  an  obligation  for  me  to 
communicate  with  them  in  the  best 
way  possible." 

Don't  SAC  representatives  have  that 
same  obligation?  Or  are  they  content 
with  having  the  large  majority  of 
non-native  English  speakers  alienated 
from  university  affairs?  We  should 
be  encouraging  the  use  of  foreign 
languages  if  it  means  more  students 
who  did  not  vote  previously  are  now 
voting.  Canada  is  supposed  to  be  a 
mosaic  of  different  cultures,  not  a 
melting  pot  like  our  American  neigh- 
bours. And  last  time  1  checked,  U  of  T 
was  still  part  of  Canada. 

To  those  advocating  the  ban  stating 
that  they  feel  excluded  if  they  see  a 
poster  in  a  language  that  they  cannot 
read,  I  ask,  after  seeing  dozens  of 
posters  in  English,  does  it  really  of- 
fend you  to  see  a  small  handful  of  the 
same  posters  in  foreign  languages? 
Come  on,  that  is  really  weak.  Justin 
Woong  Kim  has  come  under  attack  for 
his  opposition  to  the  ban.  However 
he  should  be  applauded  for  his  stand 
against  a  rule  that  Governing  Council 
member  Mike  Foderick  called  "Draco- 
nian, if  not  racist." 

Mr.  Marchese's  statement,  "they  are 
afraid  of  a  group  of  individuals  that 
speak  anything  other  than  English 
or  French — I'm  troubled  to  see  them 
afraid,"  echoes  my  own  thoughts.  Is 
Artful-Dodger  afraid  of  SAC  represen- 


tatives elected  by  students  for  whom 
English  is  not  a  first  language? 

Stephen  Kwon 

Community  Relations  Director  of 
the  Korean-Canadian  University  of 
Toronto  Students  Association 


Security  fence 
has  a  purpose 

Re:  Brick  in  the  wall,  Mar.  4 

1  read  with  great  interest  the  article 
by  Sarah  Barmak  on  the  protest 
to  the  security  barrier  being  built 
in  Israel.  I  found  it  amazing  that  in 
the  entire  article  there  was  not  one 
mention  of  the  reason  the  security 
barrier  is  being  built:  the  hundreds 
of  innocent  Israeli  civilians  that  have 
been  murdered  by  terrorists  since 
the  start  of  the  conflict.  1  can  only 
imagine  that  the  presentation  on  the 
security  fence  at  UTSC  was  just  as 
biased  and  one  sided. 

LiA  Katz 


Top  ten  reasons  to 
avoid  heavy  drinking 
the  night  before  you 
make  a  newspaper 

10.  Phone  ringing  in  newsroom  like 
piercing  dagger  in  tortured  skuil 

9.  Campus  politics  graduate  from 
boring  and  stupid  to  actually  an- 
noying 

8.  Too  tired  to  mock  co-workers 

7.  Blird  visun  badd  for  editiNg 

6.  Waking  up  in  ditch  thirty  min- 
utes before  deadline 

5.  Headache  and  poor  work  per- 
formance can  no  longer  be  blamed 
on  "sick  building"  syndrome 

4.  Police  record  undercuts  jour- 
nalistic integrity 

3.  Embarrassing  cover-photo  on 
latest  issue  of  competing  news- 
paper 

2.  Unable  to  remember  name  of 
most  recent  "undercover  infor- 
mant" 

1.  No  money  left  over  for  heavy 
drinking  ^ttef^you  make  a  news- 
paper ivh//e 


jeVARSITY 

3o  Huron  Street,  Level  z  East 
Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6 


Editorial: 
(416)  946-7600 


Advertising 
(416)  946-7604 


E-mail: 
editor@thevarsity.ca 


Editor-in-Chief 

David  Shiga 

Production  Manager 

Rogelio  Brisefio 

News  Editor 

Ryan  Kennedy 

Photo  Editor 

Kara  Dillon 

Science  Editor 

Zoe  Cormier 

Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor 

Tabassum  Siddiqui 


Sports  Editor 

Rebecca  Addelman 

Opinions  Editor 

Andy  Canivet 

Scarborough  Bureau  Chief 

Sarah  Barmak 

Erindale  Bureau  Chief 

Ali  Sana 

Associate  Sports  Editors 

Amara  Gossin 
Matt  Somers 

Associate  A&E  Editor 

Andrew  Bricker 


Associate  Science  Editors 

Joanne  Tang 
Justin  Trottier 

Associate  News  Editors 

Feon  Chau 
Naomi  Fance 
Ian  Ha 

Bronwyn  Kienapple 
Graham  Scott 

Associate  Photo  Editor 

Dennis  Choquette 


Contributors: 

Noel  Semple,  Russell  Evans,  Anton  Zaplakhov,  Brett  Rhyno, 
Jordan  Bimm,  Colin  Tait,  Selam  Yohannes,  James  Sayce, 
Tammy  Thorne,  Josef  Szende,  Haowei  Sun,  Qing  Hua  Wang, 
Benjamin  Petric,  Mike  Faubert 


VARSITY  PUBLICATIONS: 


Chair  &  CEO 

Danny  Sundararajan 

Vice  President 

Jeremy  "Duke"  Burman 

General  Manager 

Andrew  Lefoley 


Ad  Sales  Associate 

Raegan  Muir 
ads@thevarsity.ca 

Ad  Designer 

Rogelio  Briseiio 


opinions@thevarsity.ca 


Opinion  &  Analysis 


Monday,  March  15, 2004  7 


Sexual  preference  no  reason  for  levy 

Re:  Bring  in  the  spring  of6c},  Mar.  4 


byNOELSEMPLE 


The  fate  of  the  LGBTOUT  student  fee 
hike  will  be  settled  by  undergradu- 
ate students  in  a  ROSI  referendum 
between  today  and  Wednesday. 
The  proposal  for  this  increase  is  not 
surprising. 

Canadian  society  has,  thankfully, 
come  to  accept  and  even  celebrate 
LGBTQ  people.  Within  a  few  years, 
same-sex  marriage  will  finally  be 
legal  in  this  country.  Gay  people 
in  politics,  academia,  and  the  busi- 
ness world  can  be  open  about  their 
sexuality  in  a  manner  that  would 
have  been  unthinkable  20  years 
ago.  In  a  modern,  urban  university 
like  ours,  only  a  small  minority  have 
any  problem  with  other  peoples" 
sexualities.  So  why  not  charge  every 
student  another  69  cents  per  year 
for  LGBTOUT? 

Sixty-nine  cents  from  40,000 
undergraduates  totals  more  than 
$25,000.  There  is  simply  no  good 
reason  why  that  amount  of  money 
should  be  transferred  from  the  gen- 
eral student  population  to  this  single, 
narrowly-focused  group.  LGBTOUT 
does  many  worthwhile  things,  but 
so  do  the  other  300  student  clubs 
and  societies  at  U  of  T.  Most  of  these 
fund  themselves  through  fundrais- 
ing  bake  sales  and  raffles  along  with 
occasional  small  cheques  from  SAC. 
Wliy  should  LGBTOUT  be  allowed 
to  skim  money  automatically  from 
every  student? 

Paul  Bowser  attempts  to  justify 
the  $25,000  cash  grab  by  invoking 
the  old  "homophobia"  bugbear.  He 
claims  that  the  Homohop,  a  recur- 


rent night-club  event  targeted  at 
homosexual  people,  was  "forced 
off  campus  by  U  of  T  administra- 
tors." This  is  highly  misleading. 
Homohops  were  held  in  the  Hangar 
underneath  Sid  Smith  until  February 
of  2001,  when  serious  liquor  infrac- 
tions including  sale  to  minors  forced 
the  closure  of  the  facility.  The  Cat's 
Eye,  which  hosted  Homohops  later 
that  year,  chose  no  longer  to  do  so 
because  of  repeated  incidents  of 
underage  drug  use.  Since  then,  the 
highly  popular  Homohops  have 
been  held  off  campus  because  there 
are  no  U  of  T  facilities  of  sufficient 
size. 

You're  here;  you're 
queer;  we  got  used 
to  it  a  long  time  ago. 
Go  find  your  $25,000 
elsewhere. 

Another  proponent  of  the  fee  hike 
refers  to  high-profile  homophobic 
and  transphobic  incidents  on  cam- 
pus. If  this  means  occasional  bigots 
writing  letters  to  newspapers,  let 
me  assure  you  that  neither  $25,000 
nor  $2.5  million  will  prevent  them 
doing  so. 

I  don't  doubt  that  there  are  a  few 
scumbags  out  there  who  might 
personally  insult  or  attack  students 
because  they're  gay.  Back  in  Grade 
4, 1  was  a  fat  kid.  I  used  to  get  teased 
about  it.  My  mother  had  the  solu- 
tion: "if  people  tease  you,  tell  them 
to  fuck  off.  If  they  assault  you,  press 
charges."  Can't  anyone  follow  this 


advice,  regardless  of  the  reason  for 
which  you're  being  "bashed?" 

The  term  "homophobia"  is  being 
tossed  around  like  confetti.  I  support 
same-sex  marriage,  but  I  certainly 
wouldn't  apply  this  ad  hominem 
term  to  all  those  who  wish  to  pre- 
serve the  traditional  definition.  The 
ROSI  vote  this  week  isn't  a  referen- 
dum on  homosexuality;  it's  a  request 
from  a  student  club  for  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars  of  your  money. 

I'd  be  willing  to  support  a  student 
levy  for  a  U  of  T  food  bank,  homeless 
shelter,  or  psychiatric  counselling 
facility.  The  hungry,  the  homeless, 
and  the  mentally  ill  are  groups  of 
people  who  genuinely  need  special 
assistance. 

LGBTQ  people,  by  contrast,  are 
not  a  needy  or  victimized  subset 
of  society,  nor  are  they  a  visible 
minority.  They  are  students  and 
citizens  like  everyone  else,  who  have 
a  certain  set  of  sexual  behaviour 
patterns. 

As  Trudeau  pointed  out  when 
Canada  legalized  sodomy,  sexual- 
ity is  essentially  private.  That's  the 
compelling  argument  for  legalizing 
same-sex  marriage:  if  any  two  adults 
decide  that  they  want  to  get  married, 
the  government  has  no  right  to  inter- 
fere in  their  privacy  by  forbidding 
them  to  do  so.  It  also  explains  why 
substantial  sums  of  money  should 
not  be  automatically  transferred 
to  groups  that  identify  themselves 
solely  by  the  sexual  behaviour  of 
their  members. 

You're  here;  you're  queer;  we  got 
used  to  it  a  long  time  ago.  Go  find 
your  $25,000  elsewhere. 


Need  to  get  something 
of  f  your  chest? 

Write  for  Opinions 

Section  meetings  beginning  Wednesday  January  21, 11:00  a.m. 
@  ttie  Varsity,  380  Huron  St.  2nd  floor. 

Or,  send  letters  (max.  250  words)  and  opinions  (max.  600  words)  to: 

opinions@thevarsity.ca 
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Student  Housing 
Service 


Events  to  Help  you  with  your  Off-Campus  Housing  Needs 


THIS  WEEKEND!!! 


March  20*',  2004 

Summer  Sublet  Saturday 

Also:  Saturday,  April  17, 2004 

10  am-3  pm 
Koff ler  Student  Services  Centre 
Student  Housing  Service 
214  College  Street 

IVIeet  with  other  students  looldng  for  &  renting  out  summer 

housing  in  Toronto,  advertise  your  sublet  on  our  registry 
(free  ad  for  UT  students!),  pick  up  sublet  forms  and  view  our 
extensive  rental  listings  of  summer  &  long-term  accommodation. 

PLUS!  10am-12:30pm,  A  representative  from  the 
Federation  of  Metro  Tenants  will  answer  your 
questions  about  renting  &  subletting  in  Toronto! 


Bring  Your  Student  Identification 

$5  Non-UT  Students/UT  Students  Free 


http://eir.library.utoronto.ca/StudentHousing 


Tel.  416.978.8045  or  housing.services@utoronto.ca 


mm. 


It's 
tlie  annual 
Pliilosopliy 
Books 
Sale! 


March  18tli  to  21st^  2004 

(Maiii  store  only. 
See  t)ur  website  for  store  location  and  hours.) 


20%  off  aU 

Sl  Religion  titles^  * 


Discount  applies  to  regularly  priced  and  in-stock  merchandise  only. 
Exceptions  include:  textbooks,  web  orders,  and  special  orders. 

The  University  of  Toronto  Bool(Stores  are  open  to  the  public. 
Don't  forget  to  ask  about  our  10%  seniors  discount. 


wttiw.uollbiiolislore.ciim 


University  of  Toronto  Booicstore 

214  College  St.,  Toronto  •  (416)  978-7907 

www.uoftbooicstore.com 
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Vivian  Reiss  doesntjust  live  next  door  to  campus,  she's  connected  to  it  in  many  ways. 

Meet  an  artist  who  is  as  vibrant  as  her  paintings. 


byTABASSUMSIDDIQUI 
photos  by  KARA  DILLON 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Vivian  Reiss's  creative  approach  is 
clear  the  minute  one  enters  her  Vic- 
torian mansion.  There's  an  explosion 
of  colour  and  artworks  and  objects 
(always  interesting,  often  eccentric) 
that  she's  accumulated  over  a  life- 
time, every  piece  underlining  her 
more-is-more  philosophy. 

"I  once  had  a  nightmare  that  I  had 
to  live  in  an  all-white  house  with 
only  a  few  objects,"  says  the  Toronto 
painter  and  bon  vivant,  laughing. 
"It's  not  that  1  don't  appreciate  that 
aesthetic,  it's  just  that  it's  not  me 
and  I  don't  feel  any  need  to  conform 
to  it,  really." 

Walking  through  the  halls  of  her 
home  is  akin  to  visiting  a  relaxed  and 
messy  museum:  150-year-old  glass 
chandeliers  from  Italy  share  space 
with  statuettes  acquired  on  travels 
abroad.  A  maroon-carpeted  stair- 
case snaked  up  through  the  core  of 
the  narrow  house.  Even  the  comput- 
er in  her  small  basement  office  sits 
on  an  antique  gold-leaf  desk. 

And,  of  course,  there  is  her  art,  lots 
of  it,  adorning  every  wall.  Framed  in 
gold,  her  paintings  are  technico- 
lour  fantasies,  some  depicting  the 
natural  world,  others  scenes  of  busy 
domestic  interiors.  Many  are  stud- 
ies of  friends  in  the  local  arts  scene, 
like  Nursing  Diva,  a  portrait  of  opera 
singer  Fides  Krucker  and  child  that 
hangs  in  the  opulent  living  room. 

Reiss  has  been  a  mainstay  on  the 
local  cultural  scene  ever  since  she 
arrived  in  town  from  Boston  (where 
she  went  to  art  school  during  the 


'70s)  after  marrying  local  developer 
Irving  Garten.  Garten  owns  and 
refurbishes  stately  properties  like 
their  home  and  another  large  house 
further  up  the  street  at  Lowther  and 
Spadina  that  this  summer  was  home 
to  Reiss'  Ambitious  Compound  art 
gallery.  But  she's  recently  closed  up 
shop  there  until  she's  ready  to  roll 
out  her  next  exhibit. 

Not  only  do  they  happen  to  live 
right  next  door  to  campus,  but  the 
Garten-Reiss  family's  connections 
to  U  of  T  run  deep  as  well — daughter 
Ariel  (a  Varsity  cover  girl  last  year) 
is  a  neuroscience  grad  and  now  runs 
the  Flavourhall  boutique  on  College 
St.,  and  son  Joel,  an  accomplished 
pianist,  also  goes  to  U  of  T. 

In  keeping  with  her  zest  for  life, 
their  mom  decided  to  take  up  some 
higher  learning  as  well,  and  a  few 
years  ago  joined  up  for  a  unique 
physics  course  for  mature  students 
at  U  of  T  headed  up  by  noted  profes- 
sor Lynn  Trainor  (now  retired,  cur- 
rently a  Professor  Emeritus  at  the 
university).  The  intimate  seminar- 
style  class  resulted  in  much  cordial 
discussion  that  went  on  long  into  the 
evening  and  spilled  into  after-class 
drinks,  and  Reiss  found  herself  fas- 
cinated with  the  concepts  she  was 
learning  in  the  course. 

The  51-year-old  artist  is  as  vibrant 
as  her  paintings,  dark  hair  setting  off 
an  elegant  jacket  in  shades  of  elec- 
tric orange  and  red.  Curled  up  in  an 
antique  chair  in  her  salon-like  living 
room,  she  enthuses  about  Trainor's 
open-minded  approach  to  science. 

"He  had  a  way  of  making  even  the 
most  abstract  concepts  seem  to 
come  to  life,"  she  recalls.  "Even  af- 
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ter  the  course  was  over,  we  kept  in 
touch  and  continued  to  discuss  the 
parallels  between  art  and  science. 
We  had  the  most  fascinating  talics." 

And  so,  the  painter  and  the  scien- 
tist decided  to  collaborate.  Along 
with  Trainor's  colleague  Charles 
Lumsden,  the  trio  is  working  togeth- 
er on  a  book  about  quantum  physics 
that  aims  to  bridge  the  seemingly 
disparate  worlds  of  art  and  science. 
Trainor  and  Lumsden  will  write  the 
scientific  text,  and  Reiss  will  contrib- 
ute illustrations  and  paintings  with 
brief  explanations  about  how  they 


tie  into  the  content. 

"It's  going  to  be  a  very  accessible 
project,"  Reiss  notes.  "It's  not  an  'ac- 
ademic' thing  so  much  as  something 
that  aims  to  open  people's  eyes  to 
how  science  and  art  have  intersected 
throughout  history." 

While  the  book  is  a  priority  for  Re- 
iss, working  with  two  other  people 
is  a  slow  and  ongoing  open-ended 
process,  with  no  definite  deadline 
for  when  it  will  be  released.  "It  will 
definitely  come  out;  we  just  don't 
know  when  yet,"  she  smiles. 

Reiss  approaches  her  own  work 


much  in  the  same  way — she  has  her 
own  painting  studio  in  the  sunny 
attic-type  space  on  the  top  floor  of 
her  house,  where  she  works  on  and 
stores  her  many  canvases. 

"I  never  sketch  before  1  paint, 
never  really  contemplate  what's  go- 
ing to  happen,"  Reiss  explains.  "I  go 
straight  to  the  canvas  and  start  to 
draw  on  the  canvas,  and  that's  how 
the  painting  emerges." 

Her  paintings  are  bold  and  rain- 
bow-bright, inspired  by  nature  (a 
series  of  rooster  paintings,  lots  of 
flowers)  and  interesting  people  (she 


says  she  loves  to  paint  portraits  be- 
cause it's  a  partnership  between  the 
artist  and  the  subject,  and  therefore 
"not  as  lonely").  Her  extensive  trav- 
els (she's  been  everywhere  from  Kyr- 
gyzstan  to  Bali)  also  inform  her  art. 

"For  so  long,  we've  been  living  by 
less  is  more,  but  that  seems  to  go 
against  the  grain,"  Reiss  declares. 
"More  is  more,  that  seems  to  be  obvi- 
ous. I  love  to  explore,  I  love  to  travel, 
I  love  to  grab  life.  I  have  a  great  zest 
for  living,  and  I  don't  think  that  it 
should  be  limited  to  one  little  white 
box  in  one  little  white  room." 


YOU'RE  NEVER  TOO  YOUNG 
TO  START  A  BUSINESS. 

Have  you  heard  about  Summer  Company?  It's  an  Ontario  government  Just  go  to  www.ontariocanada.com/summercompany  or  call 

program  for  full-time  students  aged  15-29.  You  could  get  up  to  1-800-387-5656.  See  how  we're  bringing  the  entrepreneurial 

$3000  to  jump  start  your  own  business  this  summer  -  and  just  as  spirit  to  life  here  in  Ontario,  and  providing  young  people  like  you 

important  -  benefit  from  mentoring  and  hands-on  business  training  and  small  business  in  general  with  more  opportunities  to  be  part 

that'll  last  a  lifetime.  Apply  today,  and  get  started  on  your  dream,  of  this  province's  economic  prosperity. 


This  advertisement  is  paid  for  by  the  Government  of  Ontario. 


Ontario 


10    Monday,  March  15, 2004  ^>^XJ_JX  ^  \^  I  J  science®the*arsity.ca 


SCIENCE  BRIEFS 

U.S.  government  has  a 
massive  memory 

The  US  government  has  just  purchased 
the  world's  largest  RAM  disk  from  Texas 
Memory  Systems  for  $4.7  million.  This 
memory  disk  is  2.5  terabytes  in  size,  or 
2.5  million  million  bytes,  equivalent  to 
about  10,000  times  the  memory  in  your 
PC.  The  massive  memory  is  being  used 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  for  "cross-checking 
across  several  vast  databases."  The  exact 
nature  of  its  application  and  the  specific 
governmental  department  have  not  been 
released,  but  few  departments  would  be 
able  to  justify  the  expense  and  comput- 
ing power  in  the  current  economic  and 
political  climate.  Texas  Memory  Systems 
reports  that  "the  customer  has  been 
happy  so  far,"  and  may  be  buying  more 
such  RAM  systems  in  the  near  future. 
-QINGHUAWANG 
Source:  Techworld.com 

Ovarian  transplant 
successful 

Researchers  at  the  Centre  for  Reproduc- 
tive Medicine  and  Infertility  at  Cornell 
University  have  managed  to  grow  a  hu- 
man embryo  from  frozen  ovarian  tissue 
grafted  onto  a  woman's  stomach.  The 
woman,  a  breast  cancer  patient,  had 
one  of  her  ovaries  removed  six  years  ago 
and  frozen  at  -196  °C.  The  ovary  was  re- 
moved before  she  began  chemotherapy 
to  treat  her  cancer,  which  would  have 
damaged  her  ovaries  and  made  her  in- 
fertile. The  grafted  ovarian  tissue,  stimu- 
lated by  the  woman's  hormones,  began 
producing  eggs  within  three  months  of 
being  implanted.  Several  mature  eggs 
were  then  collected  and  used  for  in 
vitro  fertilization.  Once  the  technique  is 
refined  and  is  proven  safe,  it  could  offer 
hope  to  women  whose  ovaries  are  dam- 
aged by  disease  or  drugs. 
-QHW 

Source:  Nature 


Siberian  tigers 
barely  holding  on 

Only  350  Siberian  tigers  remain  in  the 
wild,  and  some  biologists  think  we 
have  no  hope  of  saving  the  species, 
describing  the  last  few  tigers  as  "living 
dead."  But  some  scientists  believe  hope 
remains  still,  and  say  that  conservation 
measures  need  to  be  stepped  up.  An 
adult  needs  about  450  square  kilome- 
ters in  which  to  roam,  and  current 
wildlife  refuges  can  provide  enough 
space  to  only  20  per  cent  of  the  current 
population. 
-ZOE  CORMIER 
Source:  Nature 


Making  diesel  fuel  from  mad  cows 


by  JOSEF  SZENDE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


David  G.  B.  Boocock,  professor 
of  chemical  engineering  at  U  of  T, 
has  found  a  way  to  use  mad  cow 
carcasses  to  create  diesel  fuel.  He 
explained  his  findings  in  a  lecture 
last  week 

The  fuel  is  called  "biodiesel" — 
diesel  made  from  organic  fats 
and  oils.  This  fuel  is  actually  very 
common  in  Europe  where  approxi- 
mately 50  per  cent  of  cars  have 
diesel  engines.  Originally,  biodie- 
sel was  made  from  vegetable  oils, 
making  it  a  renewable  resource. 
Rapeseed  oil  is  the  most  common 
type  in  Europe,  but  any  vegetable 
oil  can  work. 

The  fuel  is  biodegradable.  "Bugs 
love  the  stuff!"  Boocock  said, 
and  therefore  oil  spills  are  not 
a  problem  as  scientists  can  use 
microbes  to  break  down  the  oil.  It 
has  no  sulfur  and  therefore  does 
not  emit  sulfuric  acid,  it  mixes  in 
all  proportions  with  normal  diesel 
fuel,  and  it  runs  in  a  normal  diesel 
engine. 

So  where  does  the  mad  cow 
come  in?  Since  the  fuel  is  con- 
tained in  crops,  and  animals  like 
cows  eat  the  crops,  the  fuel  be- 
comes a  part  of  their  body  in  the 
form  of  fat. 

Normally  after  a  carcass  is  used 
by  a  restaurant  the  fat  is  taken 
away  to  a  renderer  where  it  is 
made  into  something  useful,  like 
biodiesel.  As  a  result  of  the  spread 
of  Bovine  Spongiform  Encepha- 
lopathy (BSE,  or  mad  cow  disease) 
many  nations,  including  Canada, 
have  an  excess  of  cow  carcasses. 


Boocock  said  the  only  thing 
stopping  the  conversion  of  these 
carcasses  into  biodiesel  is  a  lack 
of  incentives:  chemists  need  either 
government  regulation  to  mandate 
a  conversion  of  carcasses  to  fuel 
or  for  the  diesel  fuel  market  to 
demand  biodiesel. 

What  is  stopping  the  world  from 
switching  to  diesel  engines  and 
more  environmentally  friendly 
biodiesel  fuel?  Diesel  engines  are 
more  expensive  than  regular  gaso- 
line engines.  However  in  Europe 
fuel  is  expensive,  and  diesel  en- 
gines with  cheaper  fuel  are  actu- 
ally less  costly  in  the  long  term. 

In  North  America  trucks  and 
some  trains  are  the  main  guz- 
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zlers  of  diesel  fuel,  as  they  are  the 
only  vehicles  who  need  the  more 
powerful  engine.  But  even  in  this 
limited  market,  there  would  not 
be  enough  biodiesel  fuel  to  sup- 
ply them  all.  Estimates  are  that 
at  most  Canada  could  supply  20 
per  cent  of  its  vehicles  with  pure 
biodiesel  fuel. 

The  solution,  however,  is  to  do 
more  with  the  biodiesel  fuel  we 
do  have.  Biodiesel  fuel  mixes  with 
normal  diesel  fuel,  and  biodiesel 
does  not  contain  sulfur.  Since  it 
can  thicken  the  diesel  as  sulfur 
normally  does,  fuel  companies 
can  remove  sulfur  from  the  fuel. 
This  new  fuel  will  not  emit  sulfu- 
rous  gas  and  will  not  contribute  to 


environmental  degradation. 

The  government  has  mandated 
that  sulfur  levels  in  diesel  fuel 
must  come  down  from  their  cur- 
rent level  of  0.5  per  cent  to  a 
negligible  level  by  2006.  Many 
American  states  however,  are 
more  aggressive,  already  man- 
dating all  diesel  fuel  to  have  a 
certain  percentage  biodiesel  in 
it.  Scientists  label  the  mixed  fuel 
for  its  percentage  biodiesel.  For 
example,  B-10  means  10  per  cent 
of  the  fuel  is  biodiesel.  The  higher 
the  B-number,  the  greater  its  con- 
tribution against  global  warming. 
Normal  levels  are  between  B-5 
and  B-15. 

We  could  not  use  100  per  cent 
pure  biodiesel,  especially  in  Can- 
ada, because  it  binds  together  and 
becomes  useless  at  low  tempera- 
tures. Boocock  says  as  long  as 
we  use  B-15  or  less  we  will  not  en- 
counter any  solidifying  problem. 

Boocock  has  researched  how 
to  mix  together  the  substances 
that  produce  biodiesel  fuel.  Before 
the  reaction  the  two  liquids  look 
like  oil  and  water  stacked  on  top 
of  one  another — they  do  not  mix 
together.  He  demonstrated  his 
new  method  of  mixing  the  two  to- 
gether. He  adds  a  catalyst,  in  this 
case  lye,  and  a  fourth  substance 
to  increase  the  surface  area  of  the 
mixture  and  give  the  molecules 
space  to  react.  He  demonstrated 
to  the  audience  the  old  method 
too,  which  is  still  in  use  in  Europe, 
of  just  mixing  the  two  substances 
with  the  lye  and  shaking  it  furious- 
ly like  a  bottle  of  salad  dressing. 
His  method  produced  better  and 
more  complete  results. 


U  of  T  researcher  given  prestigious  award  for 
helping  to  decode  "Canada's  chromosome'' 


byHAOWEISUN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


As  a  translator  of  the  encyclopae- 
dia of  the  human  genome,  professor 
of  molecular  and  medical  genetics 
Stephen  Scherer  and  of  Sick  Kids 
Hospital  was  awarded  the  2003 
Steacie  Prize  for  his  outstanding 
contributions  to  the  field  of  human 
genomics,  the  study  of  all  of  our  ge- 
netic information,  and  the  genetics 
of  human  disease. 

The  Steacie  Prize,  one  of  Canada's 
most  prestigious  science  awards,  is 
awarded  annually  for  outstanding 
young  scientists  or  engineers.  Pro- 
fessor Scherer's  novel  approach  to 
studying  individual  genes  in  the  big- 
ger context  of  their  place  and  action 
in  the  entire  human  genome,  and  his 
investigations  into  the  relationship 
between  the  human  genome  and  ge- 
netic diseases  also  garnered  him  the 
Howard  Hughes  Medical  Institute 
International  Scholar  Award  and 
Canada's  Top  40  Under  40  Award. 

A  co-founder  of  Canada's  first 
human  genome  centre,  the  Centre 
for  Applied  Genomics,  Scherer  bal- 
anced on  the  tightrope  between 
theoretical  genetic  research  and 
practical  medical  applications.  He 
attributes  his  success,  including 
the  discovery  of  over  20  disease- 


causing  genes,  to  the  innovative  re- 
search approach  his  group  adopted, 
"which  was  somewhat  unique  in  the 
world,"  said  Scherer.  The  strategy 
"consisted  of  both  generating  basic 
genomic  information,  such  as  maps 
and  sequences  of  genes  and  chro- 
mosomes, and  applying  this  data  to 
the  study  of  diseases." 

There  are  many  theoretical  ge- 
neticists who  focus  narrowly  on  one 
specific  level  of  genetic  structure  "in 
sterile  industrial-style  labs  far  away 
from  the  true  beneficiaries,"  said 
Scherer.  There  are  also  many  clini- 
cal researchers  who  attempt  to  cure 
genetic  diseases,  detached  from 
the  actual  molecular  mechanisms 
responsible  for  them. 

However,  few  integrative  studies 
have  been  done  to  step  beyond  the 
post-Human  Genome  Project  hype 
and  expose  the  big  picture  This 
would  either  piece  together  the 
solitary  pieces  of  scientific  data  into 
a  meaningful  whole,  and  elucidate 
exactly  how  the  glitches  in  the  hu- 
man genome  result  in  physiological 
disorders.  Scherer  compared  this 
scenario  to  the  generation  of  "an 
encyclopaedia  in  English  for  distri- 
bution in  a  country  where  very  few 
speak  the  language." 

Here's  where  Scherer's  group 
stepped  into  the  picture,  who  had 


the  insight  to  conduct  research  at 
the  interface  between  the  two  ap- 
proaches. "Our  group  is  one  of  a  few 
in  the  world  that  early  on  studied 
the  human  genome  from  its  highest 
order  structure  of  chromosomes 
through  to  its  simplest  form  of  lin- 
ear DNA  sequence,"  said  Scherer. 
"This  strategy. ..allowed  us  to  make 
numerous  discoveries  regarding 
how  the  genome  expresses  itself  in 
development  and  disease." 

With  this  collaborative  approach 
in  mind,  Scherer's  group  construct- 
ed a  map  of  human  chromosomes, 
with  the  primary  goal  of  finding 
disease-causing  genes.  Among  their 
numerous  achievements,  the  group 
has  compiled  the  most  complete 
description  of  human  chromosome 
seven  to  date,  which  was  affection- 
ately dubbed  "Canada's  chromo- 
some" in  honour  of  the  identification 
of  disease-causing  genes,  such  as 
for  cystic  fibrosis  and  colon  cancer, 
by  Canadian  researchers. 

Scherer  formed  his  intimate  as- 
sociation with  human  chromosome 
seven  in  his  graduate  years,  where 
he  helped  identify  the  cystic  fibrosis 
gene.  "It  took  so  much  work  and  ef- 
fort to  find  this  one  gene,  we  had  the 
idea  we  should  just  map  the  entire 
chromosome  so  it  would  be  easier 
to  find  other  disease  genes,"  said 


Scherer,  whose  decade-long  gene 
hunting  expedition  continues  today. 
Some  of  the  20  disease-causing 
genes  that  Scherer's  group  discov- 
ered over  the  years  include  ones 
that  contribute  to  autism,  epilepsy, 
and  leukemia. 

Scherer  compared  the  human  ge- 
nome to  a  23-volume  encyclopaedia 
of  all  the  information  necessary  to 
create  and  operate  a  human  be- 
ing, which  was  ripped  apart  and 
chopped  down  to  individual  words. 
After  two  separate  projects  attempt- 
ed to  unravel  the  human  genome, 
"It's  roughly  in  order,  but  there  are 
missing  pages,  rips  in  pages  and 
some  chapters  in  the  wrong  order." 
Hence,  there  is  still  some  hide-and- 
seek,  cleaning-up,  and  stitching  left 
for  his  team  to  do  in  the  next  three 
or  four  years,  said  Scherer. 

Electrified  by  the  potential  appli- 
cation of  genomic  research  in  the 
future  in  medical  diagnostics  and 
treatment,  Scherer  believes  that 
it  would  not  be  unusual  to  include 
DNA  sequencing  in  an  autopsy  in  15 
years.  "The  most  exciting  times  are 
ahead,"  he  predicted,  "because  ge- 
nomics now  provides  an  avenue  for 
unifying  natural  scientists  together 
to  provide  solutions  to  complex  bio- 
medical problems,  once  considered 
unsolvable." 
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The  agony  of  post-traumatic  stress  disorder 


by  JOANNE  TANG 

VARSITY  STAff 


A  student  with  a  photographic 
memory  was  once  writing  an  exam, 
and  realized  that  time  was  running 
out.  Panicking,  she  "opened  up"  the 
textbook  in  her  mind  to  look  for  an- 
swers, and  later  confessed  that  she 
had  cheated. 

Many  of  us  can  only  wish  to  have 
such  vivid  recall.  But  what  we  re- 
member may  also  be  a  curse:  some 
people  are  often  ambushed  by  mem- 
ories of  horrific  events.  Their  life  is  a 
battle  between  the  past  and  present, 
and  their  mind  becomes  imprisoned 
by  past  trauma. 

These  individuals  suffer  from  post- 
traumatic stress  disorder  (PTSD),  a 
chronic  and  debilitating  condition  in 
which  memories  of  traumatic  events 
are  uncontrollable  and  crippling. 

By  using  magnetic  resonance  im- 
aging (MRI),  a  technique  that  takes 
snapshots  of  the  brain  at  work,  a 
study  at  the  University  of  Western 
Ontario  has  shown  that  PTSD  suffer- 
ers remember  horrifying  experienc- 
es mostly  in  the  right  hemisphere, 
which  stores  images  and  emotionally 
meaningful  events.  For  those  who 
have  gone  through  trauma  but  devel- 
oped no  post-traumatic  symptoms, 
the  remembering  occurs  mostly  in 
areas  that  process  language,  housed 
predominantly  on  the  left  side  of  the 
brain. 

What  this  means  is  that  when 
individuals  with  PTSD  remember  a 
life-threatening  car  accident  or  the 
sight  of  someone  buried  alive  in  an 
earthquake,  it  is  a  flashback  as  vivid 


as  if  they  were  re-living  the  event. 

But  for  those  who  do  not  develop 
PTSD,  a  trauma  is  just  another  auto- 
biographical memory  that  fades  with 
the  passage  of  time. 

So  why  are  some  traumatized 
victims  able  to  move  on  while  oth- 
ers can't?  According  to  Dr.  Martin 
Katzman,  a  professor  of  psychiatry 
at  U  of  T  who  specializes  in  anxi- 
ety disorders,  it  could  be  due  to  a 
person's  innate  sensitivity  to  stress. 
Alternatively,  prior  history  of  trauma 
also  makes  a  person  more  vulner- 
able to  developing  post-traumafic 
symptoms. 

In  our  brain,  a  structure  called  the 
amygdala  coordinates  our  behaviour 
in  situations  that  have  emotional 
significance,  such  as  those  with  signs 
of  danger.  Traumatic  memories  that 
have  not  been  "digested"  may  be 
stored  here,  says  Dr.  Susan  Bradley, 
also  a  psychiatry  professor  at  U  of  T, 
specializing  in  affect  regulation  and 
the  development  of  psychopathol- 
ogy. 

When  you  have  experienced  some- 
thing that  is  upsetting,  you  tend  to 
go  back  and  rehearse  it  until  you 
understand  why  it  happened  and 
what  you  could  do  to  prevent  it  in 
the  future.  Bradley  says  this  process 
of  "digestion"  allows  you  to  use  your 
language-based  mental  capacity  to 
make  sense  of  the  experience,  and 
develop  a  certain  level  of  control 
over  it.  Storing  memory  in  the  left 
half  of  the  brain  can  do  that  for  you. 

On  the  other  hand,  memories  that 
have  not  been  "digested"  could  be 
easily  triggered  by  things  like  smell 
and  visual  cues.  The  experience  is 


instantly  replayed,  which  is  why  trau- 
matic memories  are  so  intrusive  for 
people  with  PTSD. 

Prolonged  stress  is  linked  to  struc- 
tural changes  in  the  brain.  "There  is 
some  belief  that  it  actually  knocks 
out  some  cells  in  the  part  of  your 
brain  called  the  hippocampus,  which 
is  responsible  for  memory,"  Bradley 
continues. 

The  hippocampus  inhibits  the 
activity  of  the  amygdala.  Katzman 
explains  that  chronic  stress  inhib- 
its the  production  of  a  protein  that 
stimulates  brain  cell  regrowth.  Peo- 
ple in  chronic  stress  have  the  dual 
disadvantage  of  losing  hippocampal 
volume  and  not  having  enough  of 
this  protein  to  direct  the  reproduc- 


tion of  brain  cells.  Their  hippocam- 
pus shrinks  and  cannot  adequately 
inhibit  the  amygdala. 

But  there  is  some  evidence  that 
exercise  and  anti-depressants  may 
contribute  to  brain  cell  reproduction 
and  help  turn  things  around.  Once 
researchers  have  identified  exactly 
how  and  where  traumatic  memories 
are  stored,  Bradley  says  there  may 
even  be  the  possibility  of  using  new 
technology  like  trans-magnetic 
stimulation  to  stop  them  from  being 
stabilized  in  PTSD  patients. 

"You  could  perhaps  argue  that 
PTSD  is  a  disorder  of  hyper-arousal. 
[But]  some  people  may  argue  that 
PTSD  is  a  disorder  of  memory,  be- 
cause [patients]  get  stuck  with  one 
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foot  in  the  past  and  one  foot  in  the 
present,  but  it's  more  complicated 
than  that,"  Katzman  says. 

As  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Klaus  Kuch, 
a  professor  in  the  department  of  psy- 
chiatry at  U  of  T  with  specialization 
in  anxiety  disorders,  the  experience 
of  flashbacks  is  not  only  visual  but 
also  physiological.  The  person  may 
sweat,  feel  nauseous,  be  mentally 
panicky,  have  an  increased  heart 
rate,  and  the  list  goes  on. 

PTSD  is  probably  the  most  compli- 
cated illness  to  understand,  Katzman 
continues,  because,  "you  have  a 
pretty  normal  person  whose  brain  is 
damaged  not  by  physical  trauma — 
not  by  an  injury  to  the  head — but  by 
an  emotional  one." 
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Arts  &  Entertainment 


CMW  club  crawl 

Hundreds  of  bands  in  28  clubs  over  three  nights — yep,  it  was  Canadian  Music  Week  time  again,  and  we  sent 
Varsity  writer  BRETT  RHYNO  to  check  it  all  out  and  give  us  the  scoop  on  the  best — and  the  rest — of  the  f est. 


Current  It  Boy  Matt  Barber  wasn't  our  reviewer's  cup  of  tea. 


THURSDAY,  March  4 

Stirling  -  Horseshoe  Tavern, 

9  p.m. 

Not  the  beer  (Sterling)  and  not  the 
power-pop  band  from  Ottawa  that 
made  some  noise  on  the  festival 
circuit  a  few  years  ago  (Starling), 
fuzzed-out  rockers  Stirling  are 
originally  from  Edmonton  but  now 
call  Toronto  home.  Their  sound  was 
atmospheric  like  The  Dears,  and  Matt 
Bool's  expressive  voice  had  hues 
of  Jarvis  Cocker.  Keyboards  added 
a  melodic  alternative  to  a  second 
guitar. 

The  Parkcis  -  Horseshoe, 

10  p.m. 

I  could  probably  go  on  for  hours 
about  how  The  Parkas'  breed  of  rock 
and  roll  is  energetic  and  upbeat  and 
hopelessly  infectious,  but  (full  disclo- 
sure) seeing  as  how  the  nucleus  of 
the  band  is  related  to  me,  you  prob- 
ably wouldn't  take  my  word  for  it  any- 
way. Check  'em  out  for  yourself. 

Matthew  Barber  -  Horseshoe, 

11  p.m. 

Local  singer-songwriter  Matt  Barber 
falls  into  that  new  category  of  sensi- 
tive romantics  headed  by  John  Mayer 
(except  not  so  sappy).  Based  on  my 
informal  and  very  limited  sampling, 
he  seemed  to  one  who  people  were 
specifically  there  to  see.  Recently 
signed  to  a  major-label  deal  with 
Warner,  he's  sporting  a  more  rockin' 
sound  these  days  with  his  new  Union 
Dues  band.  Musically  they  were 
solid,  but  Barber  himself  didn't  really 
have  enough  charisma  as  a  frontman 
to  hold  my  attention. 

Jets  Overhead  -  The  360,  12 
a.m. 

Highlighted  by  eye  Weekly  as  a  "CMW 
secret,"  Jets  Overhead  was  billed  as 
being  in  "the  tradition  of  Oasis  and 
The  Vines."  Whoever  wrote  that 
must  have  been  on  crack,  because 
Jets  Overhead  had  no  edge  to  them 
whatsoever  to  warrant  comparison 
with  even  the  relatively  mild  Vines, 
yet  alone  the  battlin'  Gallaghers.  I  left 
after  three  songs. 

FRIDAY,  March  5 

Hostile  Tcikeover  -  Sneziky 
Dees,  9  p.m. 

True  to  the  indie  rock  tradition  of  the 
venue,  this  trio  took  to  the  stage  for 
their  first  ever  show  and  promptly 
ripped  into  a  set  of  simple,  raw,  bare- 
bones  rock  and  roll.  They  started  off 
sounding  like  a  blend  between  the 
Pixies  and  Sonic  Youth  (not  a  bad 
thing,  mind  you)  but  over  the  course 
of  the  set  showcased  a  varied  sound 
that  ranged  from  down  and  dirty 
garage  rawk  to  more  melodic  hook- 
driven  songs  to  a  harder,  punkier 
sound. 

Displaying  poise  that  belied  their 
declared  inexperience,  the  band 
looked  comfortable  on  stage,  and  the 
lead  singer  led  the  crowd  through 
their  rock  and  roll  paces  like  a  sea- 
soned vet.  Refreshing.  Expect  to  see 


more  of  these  guys  in  the  future. 

Vulcan  Dub  Squad  -  Sneaky 
Dees,  10  p.m. 

Emerging  onstage  in  green  army  jack- 
ets and  Nazgul-esque  black  hooded 
facemasks,  one  would've  expected 
these  guys  to  launch  into  a  hardcore 
death  metal  sonic  assault.  Instead, 
they  unleashed  another  kind  of  mad- 
ness. Opening  with  a  highly  melodic 
instrumental,  it  was  reminiscent  of 
when  Saturday  morning  cartoon  vil- 
lains would  drop  their  intimidation 
and  descend  into  unexpected  silli- 
ness. What  the  hell  were  we  in  for? 

By  the  end  of  the  second  song,  with 
the  lead  singer  visibly  catching  his 
breath  after  a  virtuoSo  performance, 
our  questions  had  been  answered 
and  the  crowd  had  been  won  over. 
The  Vulcans  reminded  me  somewhat 
of  the  Hives  (just  not  as  one-dimen- 
sional), in  that  their  musical  roots  go 
back  to  bands  like  the  Stooges,  but 
filtered  through  a  different  cultural 
perspective  so  that  what  comes  out 
is  something  new.  Encouraging  the 
crowd  to  buy  T-shirts  and  CDs,  lead 
singer  Ranbir  Gundu  declared,  "This 
is  what  we  want  to  do,  not  work  at 
Cockbuster."  You  gotta  admire  the 
earnestness. 

Grasshopper  Sound  Clsish 
-  Rancho  Relaxo,  10:30  p.m. 

With  a  name  like  Grasshopper  Sound 
Clash,  you  just  know  that  you're  in  for 
something  interesting.  GSC  is  pre- 
recorded drum  beats,  a  shitload  of 
samples,  a  guitarist,  and  one  white 
boy  with  crazy  dreads  in  a  Def  Jam 
T-shirt  giving  it  his  all.  The  band  (if 
you  can  call  it  that)  was  pretty  old- 
school — none  of  the  equipment  on 
stage  seemed  to  be  manufactured 
after  1985.  GSC  describes  their  sound 
as  a  mix  of  "hip-hop,  dub  reggae, 
punk,  and  classic  rock."  It's  crazy 
but  it  works.  You  can  tell  that  these 
are  two  guys  committed  to  creating 
something  that  is  just  a  little  bit  dif- 


ferent, but  most  importantly,  fun  and 
energetic. 

Madcaps  -  Rancho  Relaxo, 
11:30  p.m. 

Madcaps  are  a  five-piece  ensemble 
that  features  keyboards,  a  saxo- 
phone, bass,  drums  and  guitar.  Their 
road-tested  sound  blurs  the  line 
between  jazz,  funk,  and  rock  and 
roll.  And  they  definitely  delivered  a 
blast  of  a  live  show.  What  sets  these 
guys  apart  is  the  intensity  of  their 
delivery.  They  really  beat  the  shit 
out  of  their  instruments — but  in  a 
very  controlled  manner  that  comes 
from  long  hours  logged  on  the  road. 
All  their  energy  was  poured  into 
creating  a  groove,  and  they  got  really 
animated  on  stage.  These  weren't 
little  guys  either,  and  it  was  amus- 
ing to  see  them  negotiate  the  spatial 
challenges  presented  by  the  modest 
Rancho  stage. 

SATURDAY,  March  6 

Mara  -  Cameron  House,  9 
p.m. 

No  matter  what  gender  you  are,  it 
takes  a  pair  of  brass  ones  to  stand 
up  on  stage  alone  and  rock  out  with 


an  acoustic  guitar — and  that's  ex- 
actly what  NYC  singer-songwriter 
Mara  did.  Launching  into  her  first 
song,  "Cheat,"  1  was  expecting 
a  typical  males-are-awful  ditty, 
but  instead  Mara  delivered  a  full- 
throated  ode  to  desire  that  had  the 
whole  place  buzzing. 

Her  stellar  were  pipes  reminis- 
cent of  Melissa  Ethridge  back  when 
she  was  supposed  to  be  the  next 
Boss.  Weak  songwriting  tended 
to  drag  down  the  set  somewhat, 
however,  with  generally  abstract 
and  trite  lyrics  that  were  difficult  to 
emotionally  connect  with.  This  was 
made  all  the  more  clear  when  she 
did  hit  the  right  emotional  buttons, 
especially  in  the  stand-out  "Peace 
and  Rock  &  Roll."  It  was  hard  not 
to  cringe  inwardly  when  she  an- 
nounced it  as  a  song  she  wrote 
post-9/11,  but  it  ended  up  being  a 
heartfelt  expression  of  an  individu- 
al feeling  somewhat  lost  in  a  sense- 
less world.  Get  her  a  band  and  more 
solid  songs,  and  she's  a  star. 

Death  From  Above  -  Horse- 
shoe Tavern,  9:30  p.m. 

With  a  name  like  Death  From 
Above,  you  can  pretty  much  guess 


what  you're  in  for  musically.  Clearly 
graduates  from  the  FUBAR  school 
of  rock,  this  duo  pummelled  the 
audience  with  thundering  bass 
and  drums  amped  up  full  blast. 
Unfortunately,  there's  a  reason 
why  you  generally  need  at  least  a 
trio  before  you  can  call  yourself  a 
band.  There's  only  so  much  variety 
you  can  produce  with  just  a  rhythm 
section.  But  at  least  the  drummer 
was  kind  enough  to  impart  nug- 
gets of  heavy  metal  philosophy  to 
the  masses.  Introducing  one  song, 
he  announced,  "It's  about  not  do- 
ing your  homework  and  starting  a 
band.  Or  doing  your  homework  and 
not  starting  a  band.  Or  growing  a 
mustache — it's  about  the  execution 
of  ideas." 

These  are  the  assholes  who  live 
in  your  neighbour's  basement  and 
spend  their  time  drinking  beer  and 
playing  loud  music  during  all  hours 
of  the  night.  (But  hey,  there  were 
about  ten  people  up  at  the  front 
who  were  really  into  them,  so  who 
am  I  to  poke  fun?) 

The  High  Dials  -  Horseshoe 
Tavern,  10:30  p.m. 

I  have  a  friend  who  spends  almost 
all  of  his  time  listening  to  British  In- 
vasion bands  that  I've  never  heard 
of.  He  definitely  would  have  liked 
these  guys.  Sprawling,  atmospher- 
ic, and  at  times  even  psychedelic, 
the  High  Dials  are  a  product  of  a 
different  time.  They  also  incor- 
porate more  modern  influences 
such  as  Radiohead.  Generally,  the 
songwriting  was  pretty  quality. 
Some  songs  were  a  bit  long  for  my 
attention  span,  but  maybe  1  shoulda 
been  stoned. 

LEI  -  Rancho  Relaxo, 
11:30  p.m. 

What  if  Nirvana  had  been  fronted 
by  a  chick?  No,  wait — scratch 
that.  More  appropriately,  what  if 
Puddle  of  Mudd  was  fronted  by  a 
rock  chick  instead  of  a  guy?  Well, 
then  you'd  have  LEI.  "We  like  rock 
crowds,"  lead  singer  Lucy  Di  Santo 
(formerly  of  Acid  Test)  declared  in 
a  voice  that  was  halfway  between 
a  snarl  and  a  purr  and  nowhere 
near  pretty.  She  must  have  meant 
metalheads  whose  ears  have  been 
pulverized  over  the  years  and  can 
no  longer  really  tell  anything  about 
what  they're  listening  to,  except 
that  it's  loud.  Most  likely  to  be  ap- 
pearing on  Blandl02  sometime  in 
the  near  future. 

The  Undercurrents  - 
Clinton's,  1  a.m. 

Based  on  their  bio  description,  1  was 
expecting  The  Undercurrents  to  be 
blisteringly  hardcore.  But  then  they 
came  on  and  the  guy  starts  wailing 
away  like  he's  the  second  coming  of 
Paul  McCartney.  Their  sound  falls 
somewhere  between  Fastball  and 
Weezer,  and  the  best  thing  about 
the  group  is  that  they  have  one  hell 
of  a  guitarist.  They're  on  the  young 
side,  so  this  band  definitely  has  the 
potential  to  develop  into  something 
significant  in  time. 


Montreal's  the  High  Dials:  Brit-poppy  enough  for  ya? 
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From  TV  cops  to  movie  mirth 

'jos  police  partners  Starsky  and  Hutch  return  in  new  flick 


by  JORDAN  BIMM 

VARSITY  STAFF 


In  a  world  awash  in  ideological  may- 
hem, there's  something  to  be  said 
for  the  continued  existence  of  the 
lowbrow  comedy.  While  other  mov- 
ies take  themselves  too  seriously 
and  strive  to  dictate  this  season's 
set  of  pop-culture  rules,  the  lowbrow 
comedy  entertains  and  speaks  a  re- 
freshing language  all  too  foreign  in 
the  air  of  contemporary  cinema:  the 
unpretentious  truth. 

Starsky  and  Hutch  won't  win  the 
award  for  Best  Picture  at  the  Oscars 
next  year.  Director  Todd  Philips,  re- 
sponsible for  two  other  modern  clas- 
sics, Road  Trip  and  Old  School,  will 
not  receive  a  golden  statue  honouring 
his  work.  The  stars:  Ben  Stiller,  Owen 
Wilson,  Vince  Vaughn  and  Snoop 
Dogg  will  all  (tragically)  leave  the 
building  empty-handed.  No  matter 
how  great  Starsky  and  Hutch  stands 
to  be,  Hollywood  awards  like  the 
Oscars  are  quite  simply  not  equipped 
to  recognize  this  type  of  cinematic 
greatness.  In  this  sense,  the  modern 
comedy  has  become  a  modern  trag- 
edy at  the  same  time. 

This  cloud,  however,  is  not  without 
its  silver  lining:  go  and  see  Starsky 
and  Hutch,  and  you  will  laugh.  It 
barely  even  matters  that  the  flick 
is  delivered  as  a  nostalgic  prequel 
to  the  awesome  '70s  cop  action  se- 
ries— the  movie  is  hilarious  on  its 
own  accord. 

Recent  history  proves  that  Ben 
Stiller  and  Owen  Wilson  are  funny 
whenever  they  share  the  screen. 
The  duo,  who  have  worked  together 
on  such  comic  masterpieces  as  The 
Royal  Tenenbaums,  Zoolander,  and 
Meet  the  Parents  plant  their  feet  firmly 
on  the  soil  of  fictional  Bay  City,  circa 
1975  to  tell  the  story  of  how  Starsky 
met  Hutch. 

The  film  finds  Detective  David  Star- 
sky (Stiller),  an  anal-retentive,  obses- 
sively keen,  workaholic  undercover 
cop  partnered  up  with  Ken  Hutchin- 
son (Wilson),  whose  playboy-style 
conduct  constantly  blurs  the  line 


between  careless  and  illegal.  Mean- 
while, across  town,  a  major  coke 
deal  is  in  the  works.  The  arrogant, 
yacht-owning  criminal  mastermind 
Reese  Feldman  (Vince  Vaughn)  has 
invented  a  new  form  of  cocaine  which 
is  odorless  to  drug-sniffing  dogs, 
and  passes  in  drug  labs  as  artificial 
sweetener  In  only  a  few  short  days, 
Feldman  plans  to  execute  the  largest 
drug  deal  in  Bay  City  history. 

Luckily  for  Starsky,  his  new,  laid- 
back  partner  has  some  well-posi- 
tioned associates.  Hutch's  old  friend 
and  informal  informant  ("1  lay  it  out, 
for  you  to  play  it  out")  Huggy  Bear 
(Snoop  Dogg),  is  a  pimped-out,  high- 
rolling  hustler  with  an  eye  for  style 
and  one  ear  to  the  ground.  Huggy 
tips  the  pair  off  with  information  re- 
garding the  impending  coke  extrava- 
ganza, and  the  stage  is  set  for  some 
wicked  jokes. 

As  can  be  seen  in  the  interroga- 
tion scene  (possibly  the  funniest  in 
the  movie),  Stiller  and  Wilson  have 
a  unique  chemistry  where  two  very 
different  acting  styles  seem  to  inter- 
sect. Stiller,  like  Starsky  on  the  beat, 
is  vigorous  and  methodical  in  his 
acting,  creating  a  real  character  far 
more  neurotic  and  awkward  than  his 
normal  personality. 

"1  got  together  with  Paul  Michael 
Glaser  (the  original  Starsky)  before 
we  started  shooting  and  talked  to 
him,  and  then  1  just  watched  as  many 
of  the  episodes  as  I  could,  constantly, 
while  we  were  shooting,"  says  Stiller 
on  the  phone  from  his  apartment  in 
Los  Angeles.  "Really,  that's  what  the 
basis  of  the  show's  success  was,  just 
their  chemistry  and  how  cool  they 
were." 

In  contrast,  the  easy-going  charac- 
ter of  Hutch  is  just  Owen  Wilson  wear- 
ing David  Soul's  clothes  and  carrying 
a  badge  and  a  gun,  which  is  hilarious 
nonetheless.  "The  fact  that  Ben  and  I 
have  worked  together  a  lot,  and  that 
we're  friends  in  real  life,  hopefully  we 
kind  of  have  our  own  rapport  that  will 
help  the  movie,"  says  Wilson,  also  on 
the  line  from  L.A. 

The  action/cop  genre,  which  the 
original  Starsky  and  Hutch  worked 


to  define,  is  a  landscape  rife  with  in- 
sane, life-threatening  stunts,  mostly 
involving  Starsky's  trademark  red 
and  white  Ford  Gran  Torino.  In  that 
sense  the  new  film  is  no  different. 
Asked  about  the  stunt  driving  in  the 
film.  Stiller  admits,  "Most  of  the  driv- 
ing was  done  by  stunt  drivers,  but  1 
did  take  driving  classes.  1  got  to  do  a 
couple  of  peel-outs  and  power  slides. 
Owen  was  not  that  comfortable  with 
me  driving,  though." 

To  which  Wilson  dryly  counters, 
"The  most  dangerous  stunt  that  1  did 
was  riding  in  the  car  with  Ben." 

Principal  duo  Stiller  and  Wilson 
aside,  the  greatness  of  Starsky  and 
Hutch  is  taken  to  new  heights  by  the 
strength  of  the  supporting  cast.  Vince 
Vaughn,  who  should  never  again  play 
another  serious  role  in  his  life,  is 
absolutely  hilarious  as  the  drug  lord 
who  is  planning  his  daughter's  bat 
mitzvah  with  the  same  chutzpah  as 
his  multi-million  dollar  coke  deal. 

In  addition  to  Vaughn,  Snoop  Dogg 
in  the  role  of  Huggy  Bear  may  be  one 
of  the  best  casting  choices  in  recent 
history.  Apparently,  just  after  the 
Starsky  and  Hutch  project  was  first  an- 
nounced, East  Coast  "rapper"  Sean  "P. 
Diddy"  Combs  publicly  expressed  an 
interest  in  the  part.  But  as  Snoop  ex- 
plains over  the  phone  from  his  home 
in  California,  "his  chances  were  slim 
to  none."  According  to  Snoop,  direc- 
tor Todd  Phillips  had  him  in  mind  the 
whole  time,  and  after  a  quick  audition 
for  formality's  sake,  the  part  was  his, 
and  P.  Diddy  was  left  high  and  dry. 

In  Starsky  and  Hutch  Snoop  Dogg 
does  a  service  to  all  other  rappers 
looking  to  cross  the  line  into  film.  His 
portrayal  is  both  empowering  (how 
many  films  out  right  now  have  a  black 
hustler  as  the  hero?)  and  funny  as 
Huggy  tries  to  balance  his  committed 
friendship  to  Hutch  with  his  under- 
standable disdain  for  the  decidedly 
uncool  Starsky. 

So  this  month,  as  we  emerge  from 
the  armpit  of  the  year  (blustery 
February  and  the  always-tedious  Os- 
cars), do  yourself  a  favour  and  check 
out  what  could  very  well  be  the  funni- 
est movie  of  the  year. 
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March  20**^ 
Open  House 

for 

Summer  Positions 


Spin  Master  Toys  is  looking  for  enthusiastic, 
intelligent  people  to  join  our  summer  staff 

Positions  involve  traveling  across 
Canada  and  the  U.S. 
from  May  til!  late  August 

We  will  be  holding  an  open  house  to  interview 
prospective  candidates 

Each  Person  will  have  3  minutes  to  impress 
so  make  it  count 

Saturday  March  20th,  8:30am-4pm 
at  our  Head  Office 
450  Front  Street  West  Toronto,  Ontario 

Please  RSVP  your  name  at 
summerjobs@spinmaster.com 
Bring  your  resume  to  the  open  house 

Experience  not  necessary! 
Valid  drivers  license  required 


14   Monday,  March  15, 2004 


Arts  &  Entertainment 


nrinetlnanityxa 


Toronto  Dining  Discounts 

Association  of  Restaurants 

2fbr1 

DINING 

194  "2  for  1"  visits 
at  63  restaurants  in 

TORONTO 


details 
online! 


www. 

TDD.ca 

get  them  at 
Ryerson  University  & 
George  Brown  College  Bookstores 


no  membership  /  fully  transferable 


designer  frames  ■  on-site  lab  ■  high  quality  lenses 


Doctors 

Jerry  Nolfi  |  Upen  Kawale 

optometrists 

(  eye  exams  •  eyeglasses  ■  contact  lenses  ■  ^./O--.^ 

^^^^  laser  surgery  consultations  QT^^^' 

MANULIFE  CENTRE  ■  55  BIOOR  ST.  W.  (AT  BAY)  •  416-966  1955 
www.torontoeyecare.com 


COLIEGE  PRO  PAINTERS 

Is  presently  looking  for  responsible/hard  working 
university  or  college  students  for: 

•  Part-time  Marketing  Positions  (March  and  April) 

•  Full-time  Painting  Positions  (from  May  to  August) 

No  Experience  Required 

Positions  available  throughout  Ontario 
If  interested,  call  1-888-277-9787 

Or  apply  online  at:  www.collegepro.conn 
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•>  FREE  accessories  (value  $6ol 
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Building  buzz  for  Bones 


DENNIS  CHOaUETTE 


Writer/director  Sudz  Sutherland  giving  a  recent  workshop  at  Innis  College. 


by  COLIN  TAIT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Local  director  David  "Sudz"  Suther- 
land's first  feature  film,  Love,  Sex 
and  Eating  the  Bones,  sold  out  several 
showings  at  the  Paramount  last  week 
during  its  opening  weekend.  Come 
again?  A  Canadian  indie  movie  do- 
ing well? 

Well,  Sutherland's  distributor, 
Thinkfilm,  has  been  trying  to  market 
Bones  in  new  and  different  ways  to 
ensure  its  popular  (read:  not  just 
with  'indie'  audiences  or  at  festivals) 
success  in  theatres.  Writer-director 
Sutherland  and  his  wife,  producer 
Jennifer  Holness,  are  attempting 
to  do  something  unprecedented 
in  the  history  of  English-Canadian 
cinema — namely,  create  a  successful 
and  popular  film  for  a  homegrown 
audience.  While  indigenous  comedy 
has  been  around  for  years  in  French- 
Canadian  cinema  (Les  Boys,  Mambo 
Italiano),  English  Canada  really 
hasn't  had  any  specifically  popular 
films  worth  noting,  instead  favouring 
'art  house'  and  international  films. 
This  is  a  situation  that  Sutherland 
hopes  to  address  with  Bones. 

"1  would  tend  to  agree  with  certain 
types  of  films,"  he  notes  in  a  recent 
interview.  "I  mean,  there's  always 
a  homegrown  audience  for  certain 
types  of  films,  and  I'm  not  talking 
about  the  States.  In  French  cinema, 
the  comedies  pay  for  the  artistic 
films,  and  by  and  large,  look  at  any 
national  cinema,  and  you'll  find  that 
the  'hits'  pay  for  the  more  esoteric 
fare." 

To  this  end,  Sutherland  and  Hol- 
ness have  pushed  for  radical  ideas 


in  terms  of  creating  buzz,  ranging 
from  a  cross-campus  film  workshop 
tour  (which  recently  stopped  at  our 
own  Innis  College,  as  well  as  York 
and  Ryerson)  to  innovations  such 
as  offering  $6  rebates  on  ticket 
prices — the  movie's  ad  in  the  news- 
papers includes  a  coupon  that  gets 
you  the  discount  at  the  cinema.  It's 
that  clever  promotion  that  is  helping 
to  boost  the  film's  box  office  since  it 
hit  theatres  last  week. 

The  fact  that  the  film  opened  in  ma- 
jor theatres  is  also  significant,  as  it 
will  be  playing  throughout  the  GTA  at 
such  multiplexes  as  the  Paramount, 
the  Colossus,  and  Scarborough's 
Silver  City.  This  is  extremely  gratify- 
ing for  Sutherland,  a  Scarborough 
boy  himself,  who  says  this  type  of 
widespread  release  should  be  taken 
as  a  positive  step  in  ensuring  that 
audiences  can  access  homegrown 
talent.  Not  only  is  Toronto  one  of  the 
most  competitive  movie  markets  in 
North  America,  but  Canadian  films 
often  start  out  on  screens  at  smaller 
venues  like  the  Carlton  and  then  fade 
out  into  obscurity  within  a  couple  of 
weeks  with  little  distribution,  little 
buzz  and  little  box-office  return  to 
show  for  their  efforts. 

"And  the  thing  is,  we're  fighting  for 
our  very  lives  on  screen,"  Sutherland 
explains.  "And  so  if  we  don't  really  try 
to  engage  an  audience  with  what  they 
really  want  to  see,  and  what  kinds  of 
stories  they  want  told  and  what  kind 
of  debates  they  want  to  be  engaged 
in,  we  do  so  at  our  own  risk." 

Besides  being  a  funny,  engaging 
and  highly  entertaining  film,  Loue, 
Sex  and  Eating  the  Bones  (the  latter 
part  of  the  title  stems  from  an  Afri- 


can proverb  about  'sucking  the  mar- 
row out  of  life')  is  solidly  grounded 
in  reality.  The  plot  is  a  refreshing 
look  at  taboo  subjects,  done  in  bold 
and  hilarious  ways.  It's  nominally 
an  'urban  comedy',  but  avoids  the 
pitfalls  of  most  of  these  films  with  an 
all-black  cast,  not  going  for  the  obvi- 
ous or  cheap  laughs,  and  doesn't  shy 
away  from  its  inherent  'Canadian- 
ness'  (a  small  role  by  Sutherland's 
high  school  pal  Ed  Robertson  of  the 
band  Barenaked  Ladies  is  rather 
amusing  whenever  he  pops  up  on 
screen). 

The  story  centers  around  Michael 
(Hill  Harper),  a  photographer-turned 
security  guard  addicted  to  porn,  a 
little  problem  which  complicates 
his  budding  relationship  with  the 
celibate  businesswoman  Jasmine 
(Marlyne  N.  Af flack).  But  where  the 
storyline  could've  made  for  a  dark 
comedy,  Sutherland  keeps  things 
light  and  entertaining.  Additionally, 
by  using  the  romantic  comedy  genre, 
the  potential  for  garnering  a  wide 
audience  improves  greatly. 

When  asked  specifically  about 
his  choice  of  genre  and  his  aims 
of  popular  success,  Sutherland  of- 
fers: "My  litmus  test  for  any  movie 
is,  am  I  going  to  pay  money  in  the 
winter  [and]  line  up  outside  to  see 
this  movie?'  And  1  wanted  to  make 
a  movie  that  I  would  do  that  for.  And 
so  I  thought,  I  would  definitely  pay  to 
see  this  movie.  Especially  if  we  made 
it  funny." 

Love,  Sex,  and  Eating  the  Bones 
is  in  theatres  now.  If  you  can't  find  a 
coupon  in  your  local  paper,  you  can 
print  one  out  from  the  film's  website: 
www.eatingthebones.com. 


Wednesday,  MARCH  17: 

Local  poetry  group  Ignite  Poets 
throws  down  a  wicked  poetry 
slam  at  the  El  Mocambo  (464 
Spadina)  at  9:30  p.m. 

Thursday,  MARCH  18: 

U  of  T  band  Showroom  release 
their  first  EP  at  the  El  Mo  with 
fellow  U  of  T  group  The  Daybreak 


(who  also  have  the  distinction 
of  opening  for  Brit  wonders  Stel- 
lastar*  at  the  Mod  Club  April  6. 
Get  out  there  and  support  your 
campus  musicians! 

Friday,  MARCH  19: 

U  of  T's  Fine  Art  department 
kicks  off  their  Room  Service 
group  exhibition  with  an  opening 
reception  at  the  Gladstone  Hotel 


(1214  Queen  W.)  at  7  p.m.  The 
exhibit  will  continue  to  March  27 
(viewing  hours  12-8  pm). 

Wednesday,  MARCH  24: 

U  of  T's  hip-hop  massive,  Hip- 
Hop  Headz,  present  Therma  Dy- 
namixxx.  Hart  House's  first-ever 
open  mic  for  DJs  and  MCs.  It's 
at  the  Arbor  Room  at  8:30  p.m. 
Free. 
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Jetsetting  rugby  team  takes  Jamaica 
by  storm 

The  U of  T mens  Varsity  rugby  team  recently 
returned  from  a  playing  tour  in  Jamaica  that, 
despite  losses  on  the  field,  afforded  a  glimpse  of 
Jamaican  culture  and  history  unseen  by  the 
average  tourist. 


COURTESV  OF  BENJAMIN  PETRIC 

Life  is  good:  the  Varsity  men's  rugby  team  works  hard  and  plays  hard  during  their  great  Jamaican 
rugby  tour  of  2004. 


by  BENJAMIN  PETRIC 


The  team  landed  mid-afternoon  in 
Kingston,  Jamaica's  capital-city,  and 
stepped  out  onto  the  tarmac  and  into 
brilliant  sunshine  and  a  steady,  cool 
breeze.  Clarence  Brown,  the  team's 
Jamaican-born  coach,  organized  the 
activities  and  lodging  arrangements 
for  the  trip  through  his  many  con- 
tacts on  the  island.  The  luggage  was 
loaded  onto  a  waiting  bus,  and  after 
a  brief  interview  with  a  reporter,  the 
team  drove  out  of  Kingston  to  the 
neighboring  city  of  Portmore  to 
meet  their  billets  and  drop  off  their 
belongings. 

Prior  to  leaving  for  Jamaica,  a 
team  member  had  rented  Stephanie 
Black's  Life  and  Debt,  a  documentary 
that  exposes  some  of  the  political, 
social,  and  economic  realities  that 
lie  outside  of  Jamaica's  tourist  resort 
areas.  With  Black's  criticism  of  multi- 
national corporations,  structural  ad- 
justment programs,  and  debt  servic- 
ing in  a  Jamaican  context  still  ringing 
in  their  ears,  the  team's  bus  pulled 
into  McDonald's  for  dinner  on  the 
first  evening.  There  was  a  resound- 
ing decision  to,  as  one  team  member 
put  it,  "support  local"  for  the  rest  of 
the  trip — instead  of  McDonald's  that 
night,  they  bought  jerk  chicken  and 
pork  from  nearby  roadside  vendors 
amidst  stray  dogs,  passing  cars,  bar- 
beque  smoke,  and  pounding  reggae. 

Day  two  started  with  a  tour  of  Wray 
&  Nephew,  the  famous  rum  distillery, 
and  finished  with  the  Blues  taking  on 
the  Caribs:  the  Jamaican  national 
rugby  team.  The  game  was  highly 
publicized,  drawing  out  sports  re- 
porters from  every  national  newspa- 
per to  catch  the  Canadian/Jamaican 
showdown. 

U  of  T  took  an  early  lead  with  a  35- 
yard  penalty  kick  scored  by  winger 
Josh  Singer.  Singer  later  went  on  to 
score  a  single-handed  try,  but  the 
Caribs  won  the  game  convincingly 
45-8.  After  exchanging  plaques  and 
gifts,  and  taking  pictures,  the  Blues 
sang  a  few  risque  Canadian  rugby 
songs  and  then  retired  for  the  night. 

To  recuperate,  both  physically  and 
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If  the  prospect  of  re-building  on  the 
empty  Varsity  site  Varsity  site — an 
eyesore  on  campus — was  not 
enough  to  call  the  U  of  T  brass  to 
attention,  Tanenbaum  and  company 
were  willing  to  sweeten  the  deal: 
MLSE  offered  to  cover  all  of  the 
stadium  and  arena's  capital  building 
costs.  In  return  MLSE  would  have 
owned  the  building  until  a  fixed  date, 
at  which  time  the  company  would 
donate  the  land  and  complex  back 
to  the  university.  The  exact  timeline 
had  not  been  worked  out  by  the  time 


mentally,  from  the  game,  the  follow- 
ing day  the  team  took  a  trip  out  to  the 
Jamaican  countryside.  They  drove  to 
a  nearby  beach  and  body-surfed — 
the  breaking  surf  a  first  for  almost  all 
of  the  team  members.  As  dusk  fell  the 
team  returned  to  their  lodgings,  and 
stopped  halfway  up  the  mountain- 
side at  a  large  street  party  outside 
of  a  local  bar.  The  jerk  chicken  was 
delicious,  the  Jamaican  sound  sys- 
tem lived  up  to  its  reputation,  and  the 
warmth  of  the  locals  made  everyone 
feel  welcome.  Team  members  stayed 
late  into  the  night  playing  dominoes, 
dancing  and  socializing. 

Next  on  the  agenda  was  an  early 
visit  to  the  commissioner-general  at 
the  Canadian  embassy  in  Kingston. 
The  commissioner-general  talked 
with  the  players  for  some  time  dis- 
cussing the  strong  ties  between 
Jamaica  and  Canada  and  stressing 
the  importance  of  social  interaction 
between  the  two  nations. 

The  Varsity  Blues  then  played  the 
University  of  West  Indies  (UWI)  in 
an  evening  game.  During  the  second 
half,  U  of  T's  English  transfer  stu- 
dent— winger  Paul  Walker — made  a 
blistering  run  down  the  sideline  and 
then  an  inside  pass  to  supporting 
forward  Orlando  Jones.  Jones  scored 
the  first  try  of  the  closely  matched 
game.  U  of  T  hung  on  to  their  lead  un- 
der pressure  from  UWI  and  won  5-0. 

There's  nothing  like  a  Red  Stripe 
beer  on  a  hot  summer  afternoon, 
and  the  next  day  the  team  was  lucky 
enough  to  take  a  tour  of  the  world- 
reknowned  brewery.  Following  that, 
they  traveled  across  Kingston  to  visit 
the  former  location  of  the  infamous 
Port  Royal — "the  wickedest  city 
on  earth."  At  its  peak  in  1692,  Port 
Royal  was  home  to  6,000  people 
including  slave  traders,  buccaneers, 
and  common  criminals,  until  it  was 
submerged  by  a  violent  earthquake 
that  same  year. 

The  last  game  played  was  against 
the  Vauxhall/St.  Catherines  com- 
bined club  teams.  Vauxhall/St.  Cath- 
erines scored  first,  late  in  the  first 
half.  U  of  T  fly-half  Benjamin  Petric 
punched  in  a  try  on  a  short  run  up 


this  weekend's  announcement  was 
made. 

Although  the  reasons  behind  the 
collapsed  negotiations  have  yet  to 
be  revealed,  at  this  point  the  under- 
standing is  that  MLSE — and  not  U  of 
T — backed  away  from  the  bargaining 
table.  "U  of  T  is  committed  to  this 
project  and  has  every  intention  of 
seeking  partnership  with  govern- 
ment at  all  three  levels,"  said  Del- 
landrea  in  a  Saturday  morning  press 
release.  "Our  paramount  priority 
continues  to  be  the  development  of 
high-quality  athletic  and  recreation- 
al facilities  for  our  student  and  cam- 


centre  field  during  the  second  half, 
and  winger  Josh  Singer  scored  a  pen- 
alty kick  from  25  yards  out.  However, 
U  of  T  couldn't  hold  the  combined 
club  team  and  the  final  score  was 
24-8. 

The  team  then  packed  and  said 
goodbye  to  their  kind  and  charitable 


pus  community.  We  are  continuing 
to  have  discussion  with  the  Toronto 
Argonauts  and  the  Canadian  Soccer 
Association  around  the  possibility  of 
developing  a  25,000  seat  stadium  that 
would  meet  our  collective  needs." 

The  Argonauts,  Toronto's  Canadi- 
an Football  League  (CFL)  franchise, 
joined  the  partnership  talks  back 
in  December.  After  declaring  bank- 
ruptcy last  season,  the  Argos  began 
searching  for  a  more  economically 
viable  alternative  to  their  current 
playing  field — the  SkyDome — and  ze- 
roed in  on  U  of  T's  campus.  Success- 
ful   stadium-sharing  partnerships 


billets  and  loaded  onto  their  bus  to 
travel  across  the  island's  lush  tropi- 
cal interior  to  Jamaica's  tourist  area 
in  the  north-west.  They  arrived  in 
Montego  Bay  and  spent  a  night  in  a 
hotel  before  reluctantly  boarding  the 
plane  home. 
Though  the  Jamaica  2004  tour 


between  CFL  teams  and  Canadian 
universities  are  beginning  to  crop  up 
across  the  country,  with  the  lucrative 
deal  between  McGill  and  the  Mon- 
treal Alouettes  being  the  first  and 
best  example. 

While  the  Argonauts  may  still  be 
game  to  team  up  with  U  of  T,  the 
university  can  kiss  the  prospect  of 
luring  major  league  hockey  to  the 
campus  goodbye.  As  part  of  the  deal 
with  U  of  T,  MLSE  was  preparing  to 
use  the  proposed  second  ice  rink  for 
Toronto  Maple  Leaf  practices.  Now 
that  the  plans  have  been  nixed,  To- 
ronto's hockey  heroes  will  continue 


wasn't  as  successful  as  was  hoped 
in  terms  of  matches  won,  the  teani 
experienced  the  Jamaica  few  foreign- 
ers are  fortunate  enough  to  see.  U  of 
T  men's  varsity  rugby  looks  forward 
to  continuing  this  tradition  when  the 
Jamaican  team  members  make  their 
second  trip  to  Canada,  this  summer. 


sharpening  their  skates  on  the  other 
side  of  town.  MLSE  owns  both  the 
Toronto  Maple  Leafs  and  the  Toronto 
Raptors. 

The  university  has  been  looking 
to  redevelop  the  Varsity  site  since 
the  former  Varsity  Stadium  was 
condemned  and  demolished  in  July 
2002.  That  same  year  students  voted 
against  a  levy  to  help  fund  a  $55  mil- 
lion renovation  project  by  drastically 
hiking  student  fees.  U  of  T  confirms 
that  it  is  continuing  to  seek  out  fund- 
ing opportunities,  both  public  and 
private,  to  build  a  new  sports  com- 
plex on  the  site. 
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MIKEFAUBERT 

Katie  Patrick  (above)  is  the  proud  new  owner  of  a  gold  medal  courtesy  of  the  Canadian  University 
and  College  Squash  Championships.  Held  at  U  of  T's  own  Athletic  Centre  this  past  weekend, 
Varsity  Blue  squash  mainstay  Patrick  swept  the  competition  to  win  on  her  home  turf. 


SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED 

Looking  for  men  between  the  ages  of 
18-38  to  participate  in  a  sperm  donor 
program  that  pays  up  to  $190  weekly. 
Call  XYTEX  at  416-924-3021. 

CAMP  COUNSELORS  WANTED 

For  private  Michigan  boys/giirs  camps. 
Teach!  Swimming,  canoeing,  skiing,  sail- 
ing, sports,  computers,  tennis,  archery, 
riding,  crafts,  climbing,  golf,  guitar  & 
more!  Office  maintenance  jobs  too. 
Salary  $1750  on  up  plus  room/bd.  Apply 
online  www.greenwoodscamp.com,  or 
call  888-459-2492. 

HELP  WANTED 

Tutoring,  dance  instructors,  bar  staff, 
waiter/waitress,  ESL  teachers  needed. 
Contact:  416-993-2771. 

FREELANCE  TRANSLATORS/ 
INTERPRETERS  WANTED 

Fax  resume  to  416-751-0041  or  mail 
to  1095  O'Connor  Dr.  PO  Box  99607 
Toronto,  Ontario  M4B  3M9. 

TUTOR  NEEDED 

Macro  tutor  needed  for  2nd  year 
economics  course.  Call  416-738-5784. 
Suitable  person,  pay  $40/hr. 

$30/HR  GUARANTEED  BY  CONTRACT 

Direct  sales  commercial  accounts  12 
week  summer  employment.  Sales  expe- 
rience preferred.  Vehicle,  computer/ 
internet  required.  Email  resume 
with  references  to  Sales  Manager: 
rosiegb@sympatico.ca  by  Mar.  22th. 


LARGE  BEACH  DUPLEX  ON  AN 
AMAZING  STREET 

Stunning  2  storey,  2  bedrooms,  2  modern 
baths,  fireplace,  skylights,  &  free  top 
deck.  $1,800  plus  utilities.  Available  mid 
April.  Call  416-690-5100  Dianne  Chaput. 


Classifieds 


COTTAGE  WANTED 

Retired  couple,  non-smokers,  no  pets, 
wish  to  rent  a  3  bedroom  cottage  for 
full  04  season  (May  to  October).  Must  be 
drive  to  with  full  amenities,  preferably 
Georgian  Bay.  Phone  416-626-3898. 

WASAGA  BEACH  INTERNATIONAL 
HOTEL  &  GUESTHOUSE 

1  1/2  hour  north  of  Toronto.  $20/night, 
$125/week.  Min.  2  nights.  Easy  bus 
access,  www.ziggysinternational.com 
416-712-3131,705-422-1088. 


www.BookSpook.com 

books  buy  sell  trade. 


BILL  GATES  NEVER  GRADUATED 
FROM  COLLEGE 

Seize  the  opportunity  while  you're 
young!  We'll  help  you  get  started  with 
an  internet  business  for  only  $99,  please 
visit:  www.volcanica.com  and  click  on 
BUSINESS  CONSULTING,  contact  us  at: 
startyourinternetbusiness@yahoo.com 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  ~ 

Explore  avenues  of  greater  self-aware- 
ness, personal  well-being  and  enhanced 
productivity.  Flexible  fee  scale.  Toronto 
trained.  Dana  Carciumaru.  M.A., 
O.A.C.C.RP  Tel:  416-457-1878. 

HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor.  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 


ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies.  Zoology  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessay@bellnet.ca 

ROGERS  PROMOTION  ORDERS 
(24HR) 

Hi-speed  internet,  basic  cable,  digital 
box  $8.95/mo,  60  days  free.  View  on 
all  channels  to  make  up  your  package. 
Free  delivery,  installations,  no  contract 
to  sign.  Leave  name,  phone,  address: 
416-760-4971. 


TOO  MANY  ESSAYS 
TOO  LITTLE  TIME? 

Essay  Experts  Can  Help!  We  provide 
essay  writing/editing/research  ser- 
vices. Professional  writers.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed!  No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 
1-877-974-TEXT  Essayexperts.ca 

HELP  WITH  FRENCH 

Teacher  from  France,  translator  for 
15  years,  tutor  for  8  years,  worked  for 
U  of  T  &  Glendon  College  Professors. 
Conversations,  proofreading,  writing, 
essays,  research,  exam  preparation. 
416-429-8918. 

PREPARE  FOR  EXAMS  NOW 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  133,135,136, 235,  CHM  138, 139, 
247,  PHYS  110,  STATS  221,  ECO  220.  Past 
tests  and  exams  with  solutions  available 
for  practice  (416)  785-8898.  


Bertuzzi  the  bully 
or  scapegoat? 

The  Varsity  weighs  in  on  whether  one  man  is 
responsible  for  the  gloomy  state  of  hockey 


by  ANDREW  BRICKER 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  Vancouver  Canucks'  Todd  Ber- 
tuzzi dropped  the  ball,  or,  more  accu- 
rately, the  puck,  last  week  when  he — in 
a  now  infamous  incident — pummelled 
an  unsuspecting  Steve  Moore  of  the 
Colorado  Avalanche  from  behind.  The 
incident  has  received  severe  criticism 
from  numerous  corners,  including 
Prime  Minister  Paul  Martin,  the  Van- 
couver police,  NHL  players  and  com- 
mentators, fans,  and  the  league. 

But  Bertuzzi  finds  himself  in  a  rather 
delicate  position.  After  a  teary-eyed 
conference/apology  session  March 
10,  the  NHL  handed  down  a  suspen- 
sion— that  was  widely  criticized  and 
applauded — which  requires  him  to  sit 
out  the  remainder  of  the  season,  in- 
cluding playoffs.  Although  Bertuzzi's 
presence  will  be  sorely  missed  by 
the  play-off  contending  Canucks, 
Bertuzzi's  punishment  hardly  seems 
adequate  in  light  of  the  incident. 

Although  Moore  is  expected  to  have 
not  received  any  permanent  or  long- 
term  side  effects  in  conjunction  with 
his  fractured  neck,  he  could  have. 
After  pummelling  Moore,  Bertuzzi 
drove  his  skull  into  the  ice  to  finish 
the  damage.  This,  not  exactly  your  av- 
erage hockey  fare,  demands  not  your 
average  hockey  punishment. 

But  Bertuzzi,  in  many  senses,  was 
not  handed  a  "definite"  sentence:  he 
was  not  instructed  to  sit  out  10  games 
or  40  games,  but  the  remainder  of 
a  season  that  might  extend  into  the 
playoffs.  Bertuzzi  could  be  absent  12 
games  or  20,  and  could  in  all  likeli- 
hood be  back  on  the  ice  for  the  start 
of  the  next  season. 

Also,  it  is  hard  to  blame  Bertuzzi 
for  his  lapse  in  judgment.  Certainly  he 
overstepped  the  boundary  between 
good,  rough  hockey  and  berserko 


psycopathy,  but  Bertuzzi  was,  all 
the  while,  fulfilling  what  the  fans 
wanted — until  he  put  Moore,  literally 
and  figuratively,  on  ice. 

Hockey  is  a  rough  sport:  fans  like 
hitting,  they  like  rough  play  in  front 
of  the  net,  and  they  like  to  see  the  oc- 
casional boxing  match  that  pits  player 
against  player  over  one  season  or  over 
entire  careers.  There  is  a  continual  de- 
mand for  this  sort  of  "controlled"  vio- 
lence that  is  often  implicitly  condoned 
or  sanctioned  by  the  league.  But 
when  Bertuzzi  crossed  that  line,  he 
went  from  the  ideal  player — all-star, 
goal-scoring,  get  tough  ol'  Canadian 
boy — to  the  embarrassment  of  the 
entire  league. 

"The  Bertuzzi  Incident,"  however,  is 
an  anomaly  in  today's  hockey.  Rarely, 
since  the  70s,  have  players  gone  "too 
far."  The  idea  that  hockey  should  clean 
up  its  act,  or  that  Bertuzzi  should  have 
his  hands  amputated,  suggests  less  a 
problem  with  the  league  and  more  of 
a  problem  in  demand  and  representa- 
tion. The  fans  demand  violence,  and 
the  NHL — a  rather  clean  league  in 
most  respects —  is  now  being  repre- 
sented as  a  haven  for  premeditated 
goonery  and  near-death  brawls. 

Bertuzzi  should  be  punished  for 
his  actions,  but  he,  and  the  league, 
should  not  be  internationally  cen- 
sured for  the  thirty  seconds  when 
everything  went  wrong.  The  Bertuzzi 
saga  has  cast  an  evil  pallor  on  the 
entire  game  of  hockey,  sentencing 
the  league  to  condemnation  before 
establishing  adequate  precedence. 
This  sucker  punch  was  not  a  common 
occurrence  but  a  rallying  point  for  the 
common  cry  of  "too  much  violence 
in  the  league."  All  in  all,  this  tragedy 
will  only  box  a  good,  clean  sport  into 
a  narrow  context  characterized  by 
poor  judgment,  conflated  importance, 
and  misrepresentation. 


SPORTS  BRIEF 


Track  and  field 

This  past  weekend  U  of  T's  men's 
and  women's  track  and  field  team 
competed  at  the  Canadian  Interuni- 
versity  Sport  (CIS)  championships 
hosted  by  the  Windsor  Lancers. 
The  women's  Blues  ended  up  plac- 
ing fourth,  while  their  male  counter- 
parts finished  seventh  overall  in  the 
nation.  On  the  men's  side,  the  Wind- 
sor Lancers — who  were  led  by  Ryan 
MacKenzie — successfully  defended 
their  2003  title.  MacKenzie  ended 
with  16  individual  medals  for  his  CIS 
career,  and  set  a  record  by  winning 


four  gold  medals  this  weekend.  He 
is  the  only  man  to  do  so,  also  win- 
ning four  gold  medals  in  2002.  U  of  T 
rookie  and  high  jump  favourite  Mark 
Dillon  won  gold  with  a  jump  of  2.08 
metres,  while  Cameron  Sahadath 
won  silver  in  the  60  metre  hurdles. 
The  heavily  favored  Saskatchewan 
Huskies  women's  team  did  as  ex- 
pected, and  defended  their  title 
successfully.  For  the  Blues,  Jocelyn 
Adu-Gyamfi  once  again  led  the  way 
by  winning  the  long  jump  and  plac- 
ing fifth  in  the  60  metre  sprint.  See 
the  full  story  in  the  Thursday  edi- 
tion of  the  Varsity.  -SELAMYOHANNES 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 
issue-Monday  noon.  Enquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 


Summer  Camp  Jobs  in  the  U.S.A. 

Lakeside  Residential  Girls  Camp  in  Maine  -  Visas  Arranged 

Counselors:  Combined  childcare/teaching.  Must  be  able  to  teach  or  lead  one  or  more 
of  the  following  activities:  gymnastics,  tennis,  swim,  sail,  canoe,  water  ski,  arts 
(including  stained  glass,  sewing,  jewelry,  wood,  photo),  dance,  music,  theatre,  archery, 
wilderness  trips,  field  sports,  equestrian. 

Service  Workers:  including  openings  for  kitchen,  laundry,  housekeeping,  secretaries, 
maintenance  &  grounds,  and  kitchen  supervisor. 

Non-smokers.  June  i8  to  August  25.  Attractive  salary  (US)  plus  travel  allowance. 
To  Apply:  Applications  and  photo  gallery  are  available  on  our  website: 
www.kippewa.com  or  contact  us  at  the  numbers  listed  below  for  a  staff 
brochure. 

Kippewa,  Box  340,  Westwood,  Massachusetts,  02090-6340,  U.S.A. 
tel:  781-762-8291  I  fax:  781-255-7167 
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Chestnut 
roasted? 


New  residence  could  be  shut  out  of  SAC 
election  because  of  Internet  problems 


by  IAN  HA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Two  SAC  candidates  are  up  in 
arms  after  a  recent  Internet  shut- 
down at  the  89  Chestnut  residence 
has  suddenly  put  election  voting 
for  the  nearly  1,200  students  who 
live  there  in  jeopardy. 

SAC  candidates  Dylan  Rae 
and  Johanna  Herman  complain 
that  the  sudden  network  failure 
at  Chestnut  last  Monday  robs 
residents  the  chance  to  vote  just 
hours  before  election  voting  is  to 
end  today.  "We  spent  money  cam- 
paigning there,"  said  Rae,  who  is 
running  for  re-election  as  VP  Stu- 
dent Life.  "It's  frustrating.  We  have 
support  there." 

After  hearing  wind  of  the 
shutdown,  Rae  and  Herman  ap- 
proached Chief  Returning  Officer 
Mathew  Cornnette  and  VP  Opera- 
tions Alex  Artful-Dodger  to  help 
resolve  the  situation. 

They  were  told  that  in  order  for 
an  emergency  election  committee 
to  convene  in  time  for  election 
voting,  all  committee  members 
would  have  to  waive  a  24-hour 
clause  for  the  meeting  to  take 
place  immediately.  Cornette  could 
not  be  reached  for  comment. 


According  to  Artful-Dodger,  the 
problem  is  out  of  her  jurisdiction, 
and  that  simply  placing  a  ballot 
box  would  be  an  unfair  privelege 
for  the  residence. 

Given  that  SAC  voting  ends 
today,  it  is  unlikely  Rae  and  Her- 
man's solution  of  putting  up  ballot 
boxes  will  go  through.  "It's  disap- 
pointing," said  Herman,  who's  run- 
ning for  VP  University  Affairs. 

Rae  and  Herman  worry  that 
with  Internet  connection  down, 
students  will  make  little  or  i)o  ef- 
fort to  make  the  20  minute  walk  to 
Robarts  library  in  order  to  vote  in 
the  election. 

"1  encourage  all  Chestnut  stu- 
dents to  speak  up  against  this," 
said  Herman.  "Students  should  be 
told  in  advance  if  they  can't  vote." 

Herman  blames  SAC  for  lack  of 
foresight.  "I'm  really  disappointed 
that  SAC  would  make  it  hard  to 
vote  in  such  extenuating  circum- 
stances," she  said. 

SAC  VP  University  Affairs  How- 
ard Tam  says  he  too  is  upset  that 
students  may  not  be  able  to  cast 
their  ballots  out  of  Chestnut,  but 
says  SAC  is  not  completely  at 
fault.  "Actually  I'm  quite  angry  to 

See/\7'A^/?_\/s7'onpage2 


Making  Paddy  proud 


KARADILLON 

Revellers  wave  the  flag  of  their  favourite  Irishman  at  the  St.  Patrick's  Day  parade  on  Saturday. 


ASSU  finding  Nimmo  memo  a  little  fishy 

Did  director  influence  GC  election?  Student  union  wants  answers. 


by  GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  five-line  memo  from  the  director  of 
U  of  Ts  Academic  Bridging  program  ■ 
has  caused  a  stir  at  the  Arts  and  Sci- 
ence Students'  Union,  which  accused 
him  last  week  of  interfering  with  a 
student  election. 

"It  is  highly  inappropriate  for  a 
member  of  the  University  adminis- 
tration to  support  a  candidate  for 
Governing  Council,"  ASSU  wrote  in 
a  letter  to  Dr.  Nimmo  dated  March 
11.  "It  is  fine  to  encourage  student 
participation,  however  it  is  unaccept- 
able for  any  administrator  to  endorse 
a  student  candidate  [emphasis  in 
original]." 

Dr.  Nimmo  says  his  March  5  memo 


was  not  an  endorsement  of  any  can- 
didate, but  that  he  was  merely  pro- 
viding information  on  the  election. 

"If  1  was  a  politician,"  said  Nimmo, 
"I  would  be  unhappy  with  such  an 
endorsement — it's  just  facts." 

The  memo,  which  was  sent  to  Aca- 
demic Bridging  instructors  asking 
them  to  remind  students  of  the  on- 
going Governing  Council  elections, 
mentioned  Holly  Andrews-Taylor, 
who  ran  in  the  part-time  undergradu- 
ate constituency  and  attached  a 
leaflet  for  her  campaign.  The  memo 
read:  "Please  make  available  to  any 
interested  students  the  enclosed 
flyer  featuring  one  of  the  candidates. 
Holly  is  an  Academic  Bridging  Gradu- 
ate from  2002/3  and  is  pursuing  her 
B.A.  at  Woodsworth  College  on  a 
part-time  basis." 


"There's  no  endorsement  here," 
said  Nimmo. 

"1  don't  know  anything  about  a 
memo,"  said  Andrews-Taylor,  who 
said  she  had  not  been  aware  of 
any  problem.  "[Nimmo]  told  me  he 
would  not  support  me,  he  doesn't 
support  any  student  candidates  for 
anything." 

Terry  Buckland,  executive  assis- 
tant at  ASSU,  wrote  to  Nimmo  inform- 
ing him  of  the  student  union's  anger 
about  the  memo. 

"By  mentioning  one  student's 
name  and  one  candidate,  it  seemed 
inappropriate,"  he  said.  "If  he  had 
mentioned  all  of  the  candidates, 
that  would  have  been  acceptable. 
If  he  had  mentioned  none  of  the 
candidates,  that  would  have  been 
acceptable." 


"I  think  it's  probably  something 
that's  been  misrepresented  or  misin- 
terpreted," said  Andrews-Taylor. 

Cristina  Oke,  Chief  Returning  Of- 
ficer of  the  Governing  Council  elec- 
tions, says  she  has  reviewed  the  situ- 
ation and  found  no  rules  broken. 

"The  election  guidelines  are  [there 
should  be]  silence  on  such  matters," 
Oke  said.  "1  did  speak  with  Dr.  Nimmo 
and  felt  comfortable  that  he  was  pro- 
viding information  on  a  candidate. 
There  was  no  endorsement. 

"1  didn't  feel  any  of  the  rules  had 
been  broken." 

Buckland  says  that  should  change 
in  future,  and  that  ASSU  will  be 
recommending  that  regulations  be 
changed  to  explicitly  forbid  members 
of  the  University  administration  from 
endorsing  student  candidates. 


"There  are  no  rules  that  say  you 
[administration  figures]  can't  do  it," 
he  said,  "but  maybe  there  should  be 
in  future." 

Nimmo  sent  a  response  to  ASSU 
on  March  15  which  stated  "neither 
1  nor  any  other  member  of  the 
Woodsworth  administration  en- 
dorsed any  candidate... 1  was  simply 
disseminating'  information  in  the 
usual  way,  and  would  have  done  so 
for  any  candidates  had  they  asked, 
and  will  do  so  in  future." 

Oke  has  received  no  formal  com- 
plaints from  any  other  GC  candi- 
dates, but  Buckland  says  they  may 
wait  until  after  the  election  is  over. 

"1  know  some  of  them  are  upset 
about  it." 

Andrews-Taylor  was  elected  to  GC 
by  a  20-vote  margin. 
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'  Mandarine 
Club 

247  Spadina  Ave  (2nd  Floor) 


Student  Card  Required  19+ 

Open  Fridays  and 
Saturdays  9pm  -  Sam 


dV.  416-993-2771 ^ 
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Governing  Council 
election  results 


news@thevarsity.ca 


The  results  of  the  elections  for 
student  spots  on  U  of  T's  Govern- 
ing Council  were  announced  on 
Friday.  About  17  per  cent  of  U  of 
T's  45,000  full-time  undergradu- 
ate students  cast  ballots.  In  the 
part-time  student's  constitu- 
ency, only  four  per  cent  voted, 
while  just  two  per  cent  voted  in 
the  election  for  the  graduate  stu- 
dents' representative. 

Full-time  Undergraduate 

Ms  Shaila  Kibria  (University  of 

Toronto  at  Mississauga)  1,092 


Mr.  Ari  Kopolovic  (Victoria)  879 
Mr.  Stefan  Neata  (Engineering) 
450 

Mr.  Andrew  Pinto  (Medicine) 
482 

Part-time  Undergraduate 

Ms       Holly  Andrews-Taylor 

(Woodsworth)  98 

Mr  Shaun  Chen  (Woodsworth) 

124 

Graduate 

Ms  Oriel  Varga  (OISE/UT)  44 
Ms  Fran^oise  Ko  (Pharmacology) 


Correction 

The  story  "Women's  Centre  strives  to  get  trans  positive" 
whicli  appeared  in  the  March  14  issue  was  written  by 
Tammy  Thome,  not  Joanne  Tang.  The  Varsity  apologizes 
for  the  error. 
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dance 
theatre 
spoken  v/oi 


Opening  reception  Sunday  6-11  pm 
Performances  start  at  6  Sunday  and  Iv/Eonday 
Gallery  is  free  during  the  day 

Tickets  -  $10  {Students  -  $7) 

Available  at  the  door,  in  advance  on  campus, 
or  by  phone  at  416  913  2424 

MARCH  21-22  at  8pm 

The  Wolfond  Centre  for  Jewish  Campus  Life 

www.  hillel  toronto-org/art 


Ben  Mulroney 


Before  becoming  host  of  Canadian  Idol  and 
etafk  DAILY,  Ben  worked  through  his  B.A. 
in  history.  Discover  how  he  made  the  leap 
to  the  career  of  his  dreams  as  the  Career 
Centre  kicks  off  its  Great  Careers  Series. 


Wednesday,  March  24,  2004 

Noon-1 :30  p.m. 

Career  Centre.  2 1 4  College  Street 
University  of  Toronto 

Register  online 

www.careers.utoronto.ca 


Career  Centre 

A  division  of  Student  Strvices  •  Umvenity  of  Toronto 


KARA  DILLON 

Miss  World  Rosanna  Davison  came  all  the  way  from  Ireland  for  a 
taste  of  Toronto  at  the  St.Patrick's  Day  parade  Saturday. 
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hear  that  some  won't  be  able  to 
vote,"  he  said.  Tarn  noted  however 
that  "SAC  is  not  responsible  for 
the  Internet  being  down  at  all." 
Artful-dodger  echoed  the  senti- 
ment. "I'm  a  commuter,  and  if  my 
computer  went  down  at  home,  1 
wouldn't  expect  SAC  to  deal  with 
it,"  she  said. 

But  Rae  is  not  willing  to  let 
SAC  get  away  that  easily.  "I  want 
Chestnut  residents  to  know  how 
SAC  has  dealt  with  this  and  [that 
SAC]  has  not  fostered  student 
participation,"  he  said.  "This  is 
disgusting.  It's  pathetic." 


Tarn  says  he  is  confused  by  Rae's 
criticism  on  student  participation, 
given  that  Rae  himself  is  the  cur- 
rent VP  Student  Life.  "1  don't  know 
where  he's  coming  from.  He  has 
just  as  much  say  to  change  the 
system  as  me,"  he  said. 

Tarn,  who's  many  responsibili- 
ties include  student  outreach,  also 
defends  his  work  on  SAC.  "As  VP 
University  Affairs,  I've  done  a  lot 
of  outreach,  to  convince  people  to 
vote.  One  of  the  things  I'd  like  to 
point  out  is  that  the  University  Af- 
fairs Commission  throughout  the 
year  has  increased  the  commis- 
sion's numbers.  The  commission 
has  actually  grown." 
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1fr35 
HOLIDAYS 

Make  friends  & 
me^  gr^  people. 

C()^iNECriNS>raVEY 
4  days  fr.$270+ 

ISLAiND  SUNI-WNER 
Great  tour  of  the 
East  Coast,  12  days 

fr.$1,36Cr 

Ayers  &  AUCH 
Active  touring 

4  days  fr.$475t 

KivM  Explorer 
Both  Islands 
Amazing  value 
lOdays  fr.$895^ 

Tours  inc  accom. 
&  most  meals. 

Call  for  details  !  .Airfajis,  Bus  &  Riii  ,Visas,  liiairdnoe,  Back^iacker  Kils. 

Ex  Montredl 


1-800-268-3780 
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"Because  Practice  Without  Approach  is  Hazardous." 

For  a  legal  problem  you  want  a  lawyer. 
For  an  LSAT  book  you  want  the  finest  author. 
For  an  LSAT  PREP  Course  you  want  the  finest  teacher. 
Only  prep.com  offers  all  three! 

This  spring  and  summer  John  Richardson,  BA.,  LLB,  J.D.  author  of 
Mastering  the  LSAT  and  Law  School  Bound  will  for  the  23''* 
consecutive  year  PERSONALLY  teach  his  LIVE  program  on  the  U  of  T 
campus.  The  Mastering  The  LSAT  program  begins  May  8  and  May  15. 
Weekend  Prep  starts  May  8,  May  15,  May  29  &  June  4. 


To  suscribe  to  the  Law  School  Bound 
email  newsletter,  email:  lawnews@prep.com 


2 1 4  College  Street  (corner  of  St  George  Street) 
Telephone;  4 1 6-978-8000 


^  GMAT  -  MCAT  -  GRE 

(416)  410-PREP  ■  learn@prep.com  ■  www.prep.com 
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Copyright  or  copy  wrong? 
Profs  wrestle  with  reprints 


bySHOSHANNALOCKSHIN  

Everyone's  heard  professors  com- 
plain about  student  plagiarism.  Yet 
some  U  of  T  professors  are  using 
pirated  material  when  they  create 
their  own  course  readers. 

"I'll  be  very  honest  with  you,"  one 
professor  told  The  Varsity  when 
asked  how  she  prepares  her  course 
readers,  "1  just  drop  my  materials 
at  a  small  copy  shop  near  campus 
and  let  them  worry  about  clearing 
the  rights."  Apparently,  a  number 
of  U  of  T  profs  share  this  policy. 

But  the  owners  of  most  of  the 
small  copy  shops  around  U  of  T  say 
that  if  professors  want  copyrights 
cleared,  they  need  to  say  so.  "We 
can't  be  expected  to  read  every- 
thing that  we're  asked  to  copy," 
says  the  owner  of  a  copy  shop  west 
of  U  of  T  campus,  "And  since  not 
everything  we  copy  is  copyrighted, 
it's  the  professors'  responsibility 
to  tell  us  what  needs  to  be  cleared. 
Otherwise,  we'll  just  copy." 

According  to  the  Copyright  Act 
of  Canada,  royalty  fees  must  be 
paid  for  each  copy  made  for  sale 
of  copyrighted  materials  such  as 
chapters  from  bboks,  and  articles 
from  magazines,  newspapers  and 
journals.  Even  when  fees  are  paid, 
the  general  limit  on  copying  for 
sale  is  15  per  cent  of  a  work.  If 
a  work  is  out  of  print,  it  may  be 
copied  in  its  entirety,  but  fees  must 
still  be  paid. 

Under   the   Copyright   Act  of 


Canada,  all  parties  involved  could 
be  charged  with  infringement  if 
copyrights  are  not  cleared.  Penal- 
ties include  fines  and  even  impris- 
onment. In  the  case  of  professors 
who  do  not  instruct  copy  shops  to 
clear  copyrights,  either  the  profes- 
sor, the  copy  shop,  or  both  could 
be  liable. 

Warren  Sheffer  at  Access  Copy- 
right, Canada's  copyright  licensing 
agency,  says  that  "any  person  is 
liable  for  copyright  infringement 
if  he/she/it  does  without  consent 
what  only  the  copyright  owner 
can  do." 

Paul  Herbert,  a  copyright  and 
patent  lawyer  at  Riches,  McKenzie 
and  Herbert,  says  that  a  copy  shop 


UNDALYDON 

would  usually  only  be  sued  if  it  "in- 
duces" its  customers  to  not  clear 
copyrights.  Under  normal  circum- 
stances, Mr.  Herbert  explains,  the 
prof  would  be  sued,  and  the  copy 
shop  owner  would  be  considered 
only  an  agent  to  the  crime. 

Mr.  Herbert  points  out  that  pro- 
fessors rarely  get  in  trouble  for 
their  illegal  copying.  Journals  and 
publishers  are  hesitant  to  press 
charges  against  professors  be- 
cause, Mr.  Herbert  says,  "you  don't 
sue  your  customers."  Publishers 
make  the  business  decision  to  turn 
a  blind  eye  when  professors  don't 
clear  copyrights. 

See  COP}  on  page  4 
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Preparation  Seminars 


■  Complete  30-Hoor  Seminars 

■  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

■  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

■  Comprehensive  Study  Materials 

■  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

■  Free  Repeat  Policy 

■  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240 
f -800-269-671 9 


ESL  Teacher  Training  Courses 

■  Intensive  60-Hoiir  Program 

■  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

■  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

■  Comprehensive  Teachmg  Materials 

■  Intemadonally  Recognized  Certificate 

■  ]ob  Guarantee  Included 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240  /  1-800-269-6719 


www.oxfordseminars.com  I  www.oxfordseillinars.com 


EQUITY  STUDIES,  NEW  COLLEGE 
UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

THE  ROMA:  HISTORY,  CULTURE 
&  EQUITY  STUDIES  LECTURE 

"The  Erasure  ofRomani  Women  in  Statistical  Data: 
Limits  oftfie  Race  versus  Gender  Approach" 
by 

Alexandra  Oprea 

Romani  Activist  and  Educator 


Tuesday,  March  23,  2004 

7:00  -  8:00  p.m. 
Room  2053,  Wilson  Hall 
New  College 
40  Willcocks  Street 

Alexandra  Oprea  is  a  Romani  activist 
and  educator  living  in  New  York.  In 
addition  to  broadening  Romani  feminist 
political  discourse,  her  interests  include 
implementing  a  children's  literacy  project 
with  immigrant  Roma  in  New  York. 


The  Eaton  Centre  has  a  new  website. 


Come  and  visit  us  online  before  March  31st/ 
register  for  our  email  newsletter  and  you' 
become  eligible  to 


$1000 


bhoDping  Spree! 


Some  restrictions  apply.  See  complete  details  on  line. 
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iired  of  paying  expensive  fees  to  g< 


Let  SAC  trained  volynteers  help  yoy 
through-  the  Corfsrr^-jriJ  "eer 
iricome  Tax  Program,       ^     :Iy  fre< 

mrch  15-31, 2004 

(Mondaif,  Wednesday  and  friday) 

Dates,  time  and  location  for  tax  clinics: 


Monday  March  15,  2004  ::  Sidney  Smith: 

Room  1072  2-4  Room  1080  3-7 

Wednesday  March  17,  2004  ::  Sidney  Smith: 

Room  2129  12-2  Room  1080  2-3 
Room  1084   3-5         Room  2114  5-7 

Friday  March  19,  2004  ::  Sidney  Smith: 

Room  1080  11-2        Room  1083  2-3 

Monday  March  22,  2004  ::  Sidney  Smith: 

Room  1072  2-4  Room  1080  3-7 


Wednesday  March  24,  2004  ::  Sidney  Smith: 

Room  2129  12-2  Room  1080  2-3 
Room  1084   3-5        Room  2114  5-7 

Friday  March  26,  2004  ::  Sidney  Smith: 

Room  1080  11-2        Room  1083  2-3 

Monday  March  29,  2004  ::  Sidney  Smith: 

Room  1072  2-4  Room  1080  3-7 

Wednesday  March  31,  2004  ::  Sidney  Smith: 

Room  2129  12-2  Room  1080  2-3 
Room  1084   3-5         Room  2114  5-7 


■  fm&aompietatistafmeitmentitsbring, 
PiB9-se  ftrttiff  3  calculator  unfi,  a  mncil       shecfc  out  the  %'M,  w0l?sfte  w%sw.imMteients.m 


Drop  in  or  make  an  appointment  by  emailing  terri  sac.utoronto.ca 


i  2.m 


Trailblazing 
Eritrean  journalist 
speaks  on 
freedom  at  UTSC 


byDAYNABOYER 


"If  you  have  a  dream,  there  is 
notiiing  tiiat  can  stop  you  from 
doing  it,"  noted  formerly  censored 
journalist  Aaron  Berhane  during  a 
stirring  speech  last  week. 

As  a  journalist  in  Eritrea,  a  for- 
mer province  of  Ethiopia  which 
had  just  won  a  30-year  struggle 
for  independence,  Berhane  co- 
founded  his  own  newspaper,  Setit, 
the  first  paper  to  enjoy  indepen- 
dence and  freedom  from  govern- 
ment censorship.  He  addressed 
a  room  full  of  eager  journalism 
students  at  U  of  T's  Scarborough 
campus  last  Wednesday. 

He  began  with  a  circulation  of 
5,000  copies  in  1997  and  steadily 
worked  up  to  a  circulation  of 
40,000.  Since  the  government  had 
previously  owned  all  Eritrea's  me- 
dia outlets,  Berhane's  articles  crit- 
icizing the  regime  had  never  made 
it  to  publication.  Setit,  named 
after  an  Eritrean  river,  exposed 
many  of  the  social  problems  in 
the  province  as  well  as  numerous 
weaknesses  of  the  government- 
controlled  media. 

Intimidation  tactics  were  soon 
adopted  by  the  government  in 
order  to  censor  what  was  covered 
in  the  independent  newspapers. 
Berhane  found  his  life  threatened 
as  well  as  the  lives  of  his  family. 
In  2001  his  paper  was  shut  down 
and  many  journalists,  as  well  as 


sources,  were  arrested  on  Sep. 
18  of  that  year.  Berhane  drasti- 
cally changed  his  appearance, 
acquired  fake  identification,  and 
passed  through  14  checkpoints 
in  order  to  escape  to  Sudan.  His 
precautions  were  not  enough  to 
save  him  and  two  companions 
from  gunfire  at  the  border  of  Su- 
dan; Berhane  lost  his  friends  and 
narrowly  escaped  death  before 
reaching  freedom. 

Berhane  stressed  the  impor- 
tance of  journalistic  ethics  to 
the  students,  emphasizing  the 
responsibility  journalists  have  to 
report  on  issues  of  substance  and 
significance. 

After  living  in  both  Regina  and 
Toronto  for  almost  a  year  and  a 
half,  Berhane  has  well-formed 
opinions  of  the  Canadian  media. 
Public  media,  he  feels,  is  infor- 
mative and  educational;  private 
media,  however,  has  a  decidedly 
less  informative  role  to  play  and 
focuses  on  entertainment.  As 
a  journalist,  he  prefers  to  see 
newspapers  concentrate  more 
on  pressing  social  issues  in  the 
media,  instead  of  reporting  on  the 
Leafs,  for  example. 

Berhane  is  a  Journalism  Fellow 
at  Massey  College,  and  is  writing 
a  book  in  his  native  language,  Ti- 
grigna,  about  his  experience  has  a 
journalist,  editor,  and  co-founder 
of  the  first  independent  newspa- 
per in  Eritrea. 
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Chris  MaGee,  manager  of  Custom 
Courseware  at  the  U  of  T  Press, 
calls  the  production  of  illegal 
course  readers  an  "ongoing  prob- 
lem" at  U  of  T.  According  to  Mr.  Ma- 
Gee,  when  professors  choose  the 
U  of  T  Press,  they  are  guaranteed 
that  their  materials  will  be  copied 
legally.  Custom  Courseware  clears 
100  per  cent  of  the  copyrights  for 
materials  that  they  print  in  course 
readers.  "We  can't  afford  not  to," 
Mr.  MaGee  says,  "The  currency 
of  our  institution  is  intellectual 
property."  Mr.  MaGee  concedes 
that  rights  fees  can  be  very  high, 
but  he  argues  that  authors  deserve 
proper  credit  and  monetary  reim- 
bursement for  their  hard  work,  on 
ethical  grounds. 

Mr.  MaGee  works  to  encour- 
age profs  to  print  course  readers 
through  the  U  of  T  Press,  and  to 
educate  U  of  T  faculty  about  copy- 
right protection.  But  Mr.  Magee 
recognizes  that  sometimes  profes- 
sors choose  to  take  their  business 
elsewhere,  where  copyright  laws 
may  or  may  not  be  followed. 

Most  professors  who  print  course 
readers  through  small  copy  shops 
around  campus  do  so  for  reasons 
of  convenience.  The  owner  of  one 
small  copy  shop  says,  "Profs  come 
to  us  when  they  want  something 
printed  quickly."  The  professors 
who  spoke  to  The  Varsity  agree. 

According  to  Professor  Glen 
Loney,  registrar  of  University 
College,     copyright  infractions 


among  U  of  T  faculty  were  much 
more  rampant  15  years  ago.  Since 
then.  Professor  Loney  explains, 
copyright  laws  have  become  more 
widely  known,  and  the  university 
has  made  it  clear  that  it  expects 
faculty  to  comply.  Professor  Loney 
says  that  since  most  U  of  T  faculty 
are  productive  scholars,  they  rec- 
ognize that  it  is  in  their  own  best 
interests  to  carefully  comply  with 
copyright  laws. 

Professor  Gopal  Sreenivasan 
at  the  Department  of  Philosophy 
has  a  different  perspective.  Pro- 
fessor Sreenivasan  is  very  careful 
to  abide  by  copyright  laws  for  the 
classes  he  teaches,  but  he  says 
that  he  probably  wouldn't  mind 
if  he  knew  that  articles  he  has 
published  were  being  reproduced 
illegally.  Professor  Derek  Penslar 
at  the  Department  of  History,  who 
is  also  scrupulous  about  copyright 
laws  for  his  own  classes,  adds  that 
he  would  be  happy  to  hear  that 
students  at  a  different  univer- 
sity were  photocopying  his  book; 
"I  wrote  the  book  to  disseminate 
ideas... I  would  gladly  give  up  the 
royalties." 

Many  U  of  T  students  of  the  Nap- 
ster and  Kazaa  generation  are  ac- 
customed to  copyright  violations. 
They  are  happy  to  save  money, 
rather  than  pay  for  royalties.  But 
not  all  students  agree.  One  student 
told  The  Varsity,  "This  is  different 
from  students  breaking  copyright 
laws.  This  is  part  of  the  system. 
My  professor  is  forcing  me  to  buy 
something  illegal." 
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Wolfond  Centre 
opens  its  doors 
to  campus 


byCANDICEDEBI 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Jewish  students  across  Toronto  are 
celebrating  the  opening  of  the  Wol- 
fond Centre  for  Jewish  Campus  Life. 

The  new  home  for  Hillel  at  U  of  T  is 
a  10,000  square  foot  building  located 
at  the  corner  of  Harbord  and  Huron 
Streets,  with  a  structure  uniquely  em- 
bodying a  mix  of  copper  with  ancient 
Jerusalem  stone.  Designed  by  archi- 
tect Susan  Friedrick,  the  building's 
interior  has  a  spacious  feel  which  mir- 
rors the  "open  concept"  of  the  centre 
that  is  to  be  accessible  to  all  students, 
both  Jewish  and  non-Jewish. 

The  program  director  for  the  Wol- 
fond Centre,  Lisa  Isen  Baumal,  em- 
phasizes that  "the  centre  is  not  just 
for  Jewish  students,  it's  the  oppor- 


'tunity  for  all  students  to  learn  more 
about  the  Jewish  community." 

Since  the  1940's  Jewish  student 
groups  at  U  of  T  like  Hillel,  have 
been  crammed  in  the  basement  of 
University  College  and  have  had  very 
limited  options  for  kosher  meals  on 
campus.  In  response,  the  centre 
offers  a  completely  kosher  kitchen, 
student  lounge,  a  quiet  prayer  space 
and  ample  study  space  soon  to  be 
equipped  with  computers  and  other 
resources. 

Baumal  explains  the  centre  hopes 
to  "strengthen  the  pride  [of  Hillel] 
through  charity  work  and  Israel  ad- 
vocacy." Events  like  the  Shabbat  din- 
ner which  took  place  last  week  was 
already  a  success  with  more  than 
400  Jewish  students  in  attendance. 
As  well,  talks  from  Professor  Gil  Troy 


The  brand  new  Wolfond  Centre  at  the  corner  of  Harbord  and  Huron  Streets. 


titled  "Why  I'm  a  Zionist"  and  Bret 
Stephens,  the  editor-in-chief  of  the  Je- 
rusalem  Post  are  not  only  targeted  at 
youth,  but  to  the  community  at  large 
to  generate  greater  understanding  of 
the  Jewish  perspective. 
Despite  the  current  conflict  be- 


tween Israel  and  Palestine,  since  the 
onset  of  the  building's  construction 
in  October  2002,  Baumal  says  "not 
one  piece  of  graffiti  has  marked  the 
site"  and  there  has  been  no  hate  mail 
or  negative  feedback.  Although  she 
admits  "security  has  been  a  big  issue 


in  the  building,"  they  are  making  sure 
it  does  not  compromise  the  open  and 
inviting  feel  of  the  centre.  Hillel  is 
hoping  to  use  the  space  to  continue 
a  peaceful  dialogue  with  the  Muslim 
Students  Association  and  create  joint 
ventures  of  social  activism. 
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The  woes  of  Internet  voting 


So  are  you  going  to  vote  in  the  SAC 
election?  Because  you  really  should. 
Really,  we  mean  it. 

The  Varsity  may  have  run  stories 
in  the  past  questioning  SAC's  rel- 
evance, it's  true,  but  the  only  way  to 
make  SAC  more  relevant  is  to  get  out 
and  participate  in  the  elections. 

Of  course,  not  all  elections  run 
smoothly,  as  evidenced  by  two  sto- 
ries on  today's  front  page. 

Great  pains  must  be  taken  by  all 
involved  to  ensure  fairness,  and  the 
slightest  mistake  can  call  the  whole 
process  into  question.  The  ASSU's 
recent  charges  that  a  memo  from 
the  director  of  the  Academic  Bridg- 
ing Program  to  instructors  consti- 
tuted an  endorsement  of  a  student 
candidate  in  the  Governing  Council 
elections  is  one  example. 

The  loss  of  Internet  service  at 
the  Chestnut  Residence  is  anoth- 
er— possibly  a  more  serious  one, 
since  both  GC  and  SAC  elections 
use  a  web-based  voting  system,  via 
the  ROSI  service  that  students  also 
use  to  choose  their  courses  and 
programs. 

Using  ROSI  seems  like  a  logical  and 
efficient  way  to  do  things:  Students 
are  already  used  to  the  system,  they 
can  vote  from  home,  results  can  be 
easily  tabulated,  and  the  system 


-  EDITORIAL  - 

already  has  security  in  place  that 
should  discourage  tampering  or 
multiple  voting. 

On  March  28  of  last  year,  The  Var- 
sity ran  a  story  about  Elan  Ohayon's 
difficulties  with  the  new  system.  As 
a  GC  candidate,  he  didn't  trust  the 
web-based  voting  system,  and  ran 
into  problems  when  he  wanted  a  pa- 
per ballot  counted  in  the  election. 

His  difficulties  brought  up  all 
kinds  of  questions  about  the  sys- 
tem— the  fear  that  students  might 
be  excluded  due  to  lack  of  computer 
access  or  literacy.  Of  course,  since 
everybody  is  supposed  to  already 
know  ROSI  simply  by  being  a  stu- 
dent, this  theoretically  shouldn't  be 
a  problem. 

But  what  happens  when  one  resi- 
dence— particularly  an  off-campus 
one  like  Chestnut — loses  Internet  ac- 
cess? Well,  Chestnut  residents  who 
want  to  vote  can  just  as  easily  do  so 
by  logging  on  at  a  library  or  some 
other  computing  facility  on  campus. 

It's  really  only  a  matter  of  con- 
venience— but  the  whole  point  of 
web-based  voting  was  to  make  it 
convenient  for  everybody.  Now  the 
fairness  of  the  election  is  called 


into  question  because  the  system  is 
convenient  for  some,  but  not  for  oth- 
ers. Responsibility  to  our  community 
really  shouldn't  depend  on  how  easy 
it  is,  but  the  practical  truth  is  that 
many  students  simply  won't  vote  if  it 
means  moving  too  much. 

But  the  question  of  Internet  vot- 
ing isn't  restricted  to  U  of  T.  We're 
pioneering  a  new  kind  of  democracy. 
It's  probably  only  a  matter  of  time 
before  provinces,  states,  and  coun- 
tries begin  using  Internet-based 
election  systems — and  if  we  have 
to  worry  that  whole  segments  of  the 
population  will  be  excluded  from  the 
electoral  process  because  they  don't 
have  computers  or  because  their  ISP 
died,  democracy  itself  will  be  in  seri- 
ous trouble. 

Then  again,  if  such  problems 
could  be  ironed  out,  maybe  democ- 
racy would  actually  improve — quick 
and  easy  elections  (and  referenda) 
would  leave  little  excuse  for  politi- 
cians going  back  on  their  promises 
or  ignoring  their  constituents. 

In  the  meantime,  let's  hope  U  of  T 
and  SAC  can  find  a  creative  and  ef- 
fective way  to  handle  this  problem. 
But  you  know,  there  will  probably  al- 
ways be  something  reassuring  about 
marking  an  X  on  a  real  ballot  and 
stuffing  it  in  a  box. 


Did  Spain  succumb  to  terror? 


by  CARRIE  FIORILLO 


Did  terrorists  alter  the  fate  of  Spain's 
national  election? 

Unfortunately,  it  seems  so. 

The  Socialist  party  of  Spain  de- 
livered a  dramatic  upset  to  the  fa- 
voured Popular  party  with  a  narrow 
victory  in  this  Sunday's  election, 
and  many  are  citing  Thursday's 
terrorist  attacks  as  the  principal 
reason. 

The  logic  is  that  outgoing  Prime 
Minister  Jose  Maria  Aznar  incited 
the  wrath  of  Al  Qaeda  by  staunchly 
allying  himself  with  Bush  and  send- 
ing over  1,000  Spanish  troops  into 
Iraq.  Had  he  not  sent  in  troops, 
Spain  wouldn't  be  an  Al  Qaeda  tar- 
get. So  in  order  to  take  Spain  off  the 
hit  list  a  new  PM  was  needed,  one 
who  would  bring  the  troops  home. 
Enter  Jose  Luis  Rodriguez  Zapatero. 

Had  the  attacks  not  happened, 
the  Popular  party  would  have  likely 
been  re-elected.  The  real  issue  was 
not  the  deployment  then,  but  the 
perceived  link  between  the  deploy- 
ment and  the  bombings.  It  seems 
like  the  Spanish  people  have  blamed 
their  government  for  the  attacks. 

But  in  doing  so,  they  are  forget- 
ting to  do  the  one  logical  thing: 


blame  the  terrorists.  They  have 
served  Spain's  foreign  policy  up  to 
Al  Qaeda  on  a  silver  platter. 

After  all,  how  could  the  govern- 
ment of  Spain  possibly  be  held 
responsible? 

By  that  logic,  the  terrorists  are 
not  responsible  for  their  actions; 
they  were  just  provoked  (poor 
things!)  But  no  provocation  should 
justify  terror. 

This  suggests  that  using  terror  to 
achieve  political  ends  isn't  wrong; 
rather  the  fact  that  it  is  aimed  at  me 
is  wrong.  It  takes  "not  in  my  back- 
yard" to  a  whole  new  level,  and  it's 
going  to  end  up  making  the  world  a 
scarier  place. 

Of  course  a  country's  elections 
and  undoubtedly  their  foreign 
policy  will  be  influenced  by  terror- 
ism, as  Israel's  is,  as  America's  is. 
That's  not  the  issue.  The  issue  is 
that  the  Spanish  people  have  mis- 
takenly identified  the  deployment 
of  troops  as  the  only  reason  they 
were  attacked  on  Thursday,  and 
on  the  basis  of  that  connection, 
have  changed  the  course  of  their 
country. 

Not  only  does  it  suggest  to  terror- 
ists that  terror  does  indeed  achieve 
palpable  political  goals,  but  it  is  also 


based  on  faulty  logic,  the  logic  that 
the  deployment  of  troops  was  the 
only  reason  Spain  was  targeted. 

That's  like  saying  if  America 
turned  inward  and  disengaged  with 
Iraq  they'd  no  longer  be  a  target. 

Would  there  really  be  a  collec- 
tive sigh  of  relief  if  the  West  disen- 
gaged? 

Heed  the  message  found  on  the 
videotape  purportedly  linked  to 
the  attacks:  "If  you  don't  stop  your 
injustices,  more  and  more  blood 
will  flow  and  these  attacks  will  seem 
very  small  compared  to  what  can 
occur  in  what  you  call  terrorism." 

Key  word:  injustices. 

What  constitutes  an  injustice  in 
the  eyes  of  Al  Qaeda?  Is  it  really 
only  being  an  ally  of  Bush,  or  send- 
ing troops  into  Iraq? 

I  can  think  of  a  few  other  things 
that  might  apply:  being  democratic, 
being  from  the  West,  shopping, 
women  wearing  skirts,  hell,  just  liv- 
ing here  seems  to  be  enough.  After 
all,  Canada  was  on  the  hit  list  and 
we  didn't  support  the  war  in  Iraq. 

If  the  Spanish  people  want  their 
troops  out  of  Iraq  then  it  is  the  re- 
sponsibility of  their  government  to 
do  it,  but  let  them  not  naively  think 
that  as  a  result  they  will  be  safe. 


LETTERS 


Homophobia 
not  dead 

Re:  Sexual  preference  no  rea- 
son for  levy,  Mar.  15 

Noel  Semple's  response  to  my 
article  about  the  69  cent  LGBTOUT 
levy  contains  significant  misrepre- 
sentations. 

It  is  highly  disingenuous  to  sug- 
gest that  my  article  "invoked  the 
old  homophobia  bugbear"  to  justify 
the  levy.  First  of  all,  homophobia 
is  hardly  imaginary.  For  many 
students,  it  is  a  lived  reality.  Second, 
LGBTOUT  called  for  financial  sup- 
port not  because  of  homophobia, 
but  because  queer  students  need 
to  be  empowered  to  advocate  for 
change  and  create  services  that 
represent  them.  LGBTQ  students 
should  not  have  to  hope  for  straight- 
dominated  groups  and  societies  to 
do  what  they  think  is  best  for  us. 
Semple  apparently  has  no  problem 
with  queer  student  dollars  being 
spent  on  events  that  focus  on  the 
needs  of  heterosexuals. 

Semple,  who  during  his  unsuc- 
cessful run  for  SAC  prez  in  2002 
claimed  to  be  in  favour  of  giving 
more  power  and  money  to  student 
groups,  now  wants  to  exclude 
groups  that  "identify  themselves  by 
the  sexual  behaviour  of  their  mem- 
bers." He  notes  that  he'd  be  willing 
to  support  a  student  levy  for  a  U  of 
T  food  bank,  homeless  shelter,  or 
psychiatric  counselling  facility. 

Presumably  he  is  unaware  that  30 
per  cent  of  homeless  youth  identify 
as  LGBTQ,  and  that  stress  related 
to  sexual  orientation  leads  LGBTQ 
youth  to  attempt  suicide  at  a  rate  2-3 
times  higher  than  their  heterosexual 
peers.  LGBTOUT  and  organiza- 
tions like  ours  are  working  to  try  to 
change  things,  to  raise  awareness 
and  acceptance  of  sexual  diversity 
in  society  so  that  LGBTQ  students 
and  youth  don't  need  to  feel  help- 
less, hopeless  and  alone.  It's  great 
that  Semple  claims  to  have  "gotten 
used"  to  queers.  It's  not  enough. 

Paul  Bowser 

LGBTOUT  member 


Riposte 
re:  posters 

Re:  Language  ban  revisited. 
Mar.  15 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  Mr. 
Stephen  Kwon's  misleading  letter. 

I  would  like  to  clarify  the  fact 
that  the  Elections  Committee 
Chair  does  not  single-handedly 
control  the  Elections  or  the  codes 
that  govern  them!  The  Chief 
Returning  Officer,  the  Board  of 
Directors,  and  the  Elections  Com- 
mittee all  take  part. 

It  is  inaccurate  to  blame  me 
personally  for  the  decision  of 
a  seven-member  committee  to 
request  that  posters  be  in  English 
or  French. 

A  more  grossly  misrepresenta- 
tive  inaccuracy  is  to  condemn  me 
for  this  act,  and  never  mention 
the  remedy:  Why  does  Stephen 
Kwon  not  mention  that  it  was 
I  who  within  three  days  of  the 
original  policy  passing  brought 
forward  a  motion  to  the  Elections 
Committee  to  allow  multi-lingual 
posters? 

Why  does  Mr.  Stephen  Kwon 
allege  that  1  do  not  want  stu- 
dents whose  first  language  is  not 
English  on  SAC  when  my  first  lan- 
guage is  not  English,  and  I  along 
with  the  Students  Administrative 
Council  have  clearly  supported 
students  from  many  ethnic  and 
national  backgrounds  getting 
involved  in  campus  leadership 
roles? 

My  sense  is  that  Kwon  was  hop- 
ing to  score  cheap  political  points 
for  one  of  the  candidates  by  get- 
ting publicity  for  a  cause  that  is 
dead.  SAC  allowed  multi-lingual 
posters  on  March  2nd. 

Now,  two  weeks  later,  neither 
Justin  Kim  nor  any  other  candi- 
date has  designed  a  multi-lingual 
poster.  What  a  waste  of  the  Elec- 
tions Committee's  and  students' 
time! 

Alexandra  Artful-Dodger 

VP  Operations,  SAC 
Local  98,  CFS 
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Semple-mindedness 

Re:  Sexual preference  no  reason  for  levy,  Mar.  jj 


by  STEPHEN  LAM 


First  of  all,  Semples  arithmetic 
leaves  something  to  be  desired: 
it's  quite  obvious  that  $25,000  is 
nowhere  near  the  "quarter  of  a  mil- 
lion dollars"  he  mentions  towards 
the  end  of  his  article.  However,  that 
is  not  the  only  glaring  mistake  or 
questionable  claim  in  his  article. 

According  to  Semple,  "Canadian 
society  has  come  to  accept  and  even 
celebrate  LGBTQ  people."  As  a  gay 
man  studying  at  U  of  T  with  a  much 
different  experience,  1  question  his 
authority.  Contrary  to  Semple's  as- 
sertion, and  despite  some  political 
progress,  LGBTQ  people  continue 
to  face  fear  and  violence  in  school, 
at  work,  and  in  the  community  at 
large.  Only  three  weeks  ago,  an  ac- 
tive LGBTOUT  member  was  threaf- 
ened  with  rape  on  campus.  Most  of 
us  hear  hateful  remarks  and  deroga- 
tory jokes  on  a  regular  basis.  The  ef- 
fect of  these  daily  indignities  should 
not  be  underestimated  because  the 
fear  of  an  insult  escalating  into  vio- 
lence is  too  real,  and  the  occurrence 
too  common. 

U  of  T's  LGBTQ  hate  crimes  re- 
porting website  cites  dozens  of  inci- 
dences of  violence,  verbal  assaults, 
graffiti  and  vandalism  each  year, 
and  those  are  only  the  incidents 
that  people  decide  to  report.  It  is 
irresponsible  of  Semple  to  dismiss 
our  experiences  and  to  sweep  real 
problems  under  the  rug  by  claiming 
that  "the  term  'homophobia'  is  be- 
ing tossed  around  like  confetti." — a 
much  bleaker  picture  than  the  co- 
lourful and  celebratory  image  that 
confetti  offers. 

The  history  of  the  Homohop  is 
also  quite  different  than  Semple 
account  suggests.  The  HangaR  was 
taken  away  from  SAC  and  closed 
voluntarily  by  U  of  T  Ancillary  Ser- 
vices, and  we  were  met  with  great 
resistance  when  SAC  and  LGBTOUT 
tried  to  reclaim  this  invaluable  stu- 
dent-run space.  Closing  the  HangaR 
had  a  disproportionate  effect  on  LG- 
BTQ students  who  already  had  very 
few  safe  places  to  go  to.  No  drug 


use  was  ever  reported  to  LGBTOUT 
when  the  Homohop  was  held  at  the 
Cat's  Eye.  The  Homohop  stopped 
running  at  the  Cat's  Eye  simply  be- 
cause Victoria's  new  dean  and  the 
new  student  council  were  unwilling 
to  support  the  needs  of  the  queer 
youth.  For  years,  the  Homohop  has 
provided  a  safe  place  for  hundreds 
of  LGBTQ  students  and  allies  to 
socialize,  and  the  University  com- 
munity should  celebrate  it  as  a  suc- 
cessful model  for  all-ages  events. 

The  LGBTQ  community  is  an 
extremely  diverse  population  with 
people  from  various  races,  ethnic 
backgrounds,  genders,  classes, 
ages,  etc.  We  are  not  simply  defined 
by  "a  certain  set  of  sexual  behav- 
iour patterns";  we  are  defined  by 
the  common  challenges  we  face. 
Ironically,  Semple  says  'he  would 
support  food  banks  or  programs 
for  the  homeless  without  realizing 
that  LGBTQ  people  are  dispropor- 
tionately represented  among  home- 
less populations,  and  often  require 
specialized  services  to  deal  with 
the  discrimination  and  isolation 
they  experience. 

Even  at  a  diverse  and  urban 
campus,  being  out  is  rarely  easy. 
Trudeau  said  that  "there  is  no  place 
for  the  state  in  the  bedrooms  of  the 
nation,"  but  the  bedroom  is  not 
the  only  place  where  we  express 
our  affection  and  sexuality.  So,  un- 
less LGBTQ  people  are  no  longer 
intimidated,  alienated,  threatened 
and  bashed  in  school,  at  work  or  on 
the  streets,  many  of  us  will  continue 
to  remain  silent  and  closeted.  LGB- 
TOUT, a  volunteer-based  student 
organization,  provides  a  crucial 
place  of  refuge,  support  and  em- 
powerment. It  also  provides  many 
other  essential  political  and  social 
services  to  LGBTQ  students  and  al- 
lies at  U  of  T.  With  the  69-cent  levy, 
LGBTOUT  would  have  the  financial 
stability  to  provide  a  wider  range  of 
services. 

Stephen  Lam  is  a  PhD  candidate  in 
electrical  and  computer  engineering 
atUofT 


The  ACME  Anvil 


PENDARYOUSEFI 


by  BROOKES  MERRITT 


Maybe  women  who  hate  giving  head 
will  swallow  this  Anvil:  time  to  de- 
bunk the  common  handjob. 

Heavy  petting  for  a  woman  needs 
to  be  wet,  slippery  and  sloppy — 
therwise  it  hurts.  Men's  needs  are 
no  different.  Fancy  having  a  guy 
tickle  your  pink  if  you  knew  for  cer- 
tain you  wouldn't  get  wet?  It  would 
be  about  as  pleasurable  as  pinching 
your  clit  between  your  thumb  and 
forefinger  to  see  how  far  you  could 
stretch  it  before  crying  out  in  pain. 

For  pleasurable  petting — the  wet- 
ter the  better.  The  vagina  knows 
this,  and  does  its  job  well.  Fellas,  on 
the  other  hand,  are  left  hanging  dry 
and  exposed.  No  matter  how  turned 
on  we  get,  nothing  on  God  green 
earth  is  going  to  make  us  wet  (pre- 
come  is  our  penis'  lame  attempt  to 
act  like  a  vagina). 

A  good  hand-job  is  the  touching 
and  stroking  of  our  penis  when  a 
woman  takes  it  out  of  her  mouth.  It's 
wet,  slippery,  and  sloppy.  In  truth, 
the  best  hand  job  is  the  rest-shift 
of  a  world-class  blowjob — unless 
you're  comfortable  spitting  gobs  of 
saliva  onto  a  guy's  penis  to  prep  the 
playing  field. 

All  a  guy  needs  is  a  little  bit  of 
porn  star — you  could  be  the  most 
poorly  coordinated  girl  in  town,  but 
if  you're  spitting  on  his  penis  he'll 
never  notice.  It's  your  prerogative 
if  you're  not  into  oral  sex,  but  don't 
expect  to  get  it  in  return.  If  your 
partner  happens  to  succumb  to  this 
double-standard  you'd  better  keep 
him — because  on  rainy  days  every- 
body needs  a  doormat. 

The  ACME  Anvil  is  a  iveekly  rant 
addressed  to  those  ivho  should  be 
clobbered  over  the  head  ivith  an 
anvil  and  left  to  die  in  the  ditch  on 
the  side  of  an  abandoned  road. 


LETTERS 


Security  wall 
or  land  grab? 

Re:  Security  fence  has  a  pur- 
pose, Mar.  15 


The  wall  is  not  built  in  "Israel,"  but 
mostly  in  the  illegally  occupied  Pal- 
estinian Arab  territories  in  the  West 
Bank.  Also,  Zionist  terrorists  and 
murderers  have  been  massacring 
tens  of  thousands  of  Palestinians 
for  decades.  If  anything,  it  should 
be  the  Palestinians  that  build  a 
separation  wall  to  protect  them- 
selves from  Sharon  and  his  ilk. 

Lastly,  if  Sharon's  wall  is  purely 
about  protecting  his  people  from 
militants,  why  not  build  it  on  the 
so-called  "Green  Line?"  Why  does 
it  dig  deep  into  the  West  Bank  and 
encroach  on  Palestinian  lands  so 
much?  The  wall  is  nothing  but  a 
land  grab,  simple  as  that.  It  is  the 
latest  in  Sharon's  numerous  tactics 
to  pre-emptively  annex  as  much 
Arab  soil  as  possible  before  negotia- 
tions towards  a  final  settlement. 

Peter  Riad 


Oops 


Re:  Sexual  preference  no 
reason  for  levy,  Mar.  15 


1  noticed  an  error  in  one  of  the 
pieces  you  printed.  "The  ROSl  vote 
this  week  isn't  a  referendum  on 
homosexuality;  it's  a  request  from 
a  student  club  for  a  quarter  of  a  mil- 
lion dollars  of  your  money." 

I'm  pretty  sure  that  $25,000  is 
one  tenth  of  a  quarter  of  a  million 
dollars. 

Aaron  J.  Meyers 

The  Vars%  welcomes  letters  from  our 
readers.  Send  letters 
(250  words  max,)  with  your 
name  &  phone  number  to: 
opinions@thevarsity.ca 


Come  on 
Varsity... 
Have  a  heart! 


1  would  like  to  draw  your  atten- 
tion to  a  curiosity  in  the  graphic 
design  of  your  newspaper.  At  the 
bottom  left  of  the  front  page,  a 
chest  X-ray  image  may  be  found 
next  to  the  word  "Inside." 

The  cardiac  silhouette  and  gas- 
tric bubble  are  clearly  visible  on 
the  left  side  of  the  image. 

By  convention,  medical  images 
are  oriented  so  that  the  right 
side  of  the  image  represents  the 
left  side  of  the  patient  and  vice 
versa;  therefore,  in  your  image, 
the  heart  and  stomach  are  on  the 
patient's  right  side,  whereas  they 
are  usually  found  on  the  left. 

There  are  two  possible  expla- 
nations for  this  state  of  affairs: 
either  the  image  is  displayed 
in  the  incorrect  orientation,  or 
the  image  was  taken  of  a  person 
whose  viscera  are  congenitally 
reversed  right-to-left.  (This  con- 
dition, known  as  situs  inversus,  is 
extremely  rare  but  much  beloved 
by  professors  of  medicine.) 

Therefore,  I  pose  the  question: 
does  The  VarsZ/y  .have  everything 
backwards,  or  is  its  heart  just  in 
the  wrong  place? 

John  Neary 

Medicine,  Class  of  2006 


Editor's  note:  Actually, 
The  Varsity  is,  in  fact,  situs 
inversus,  upsidov^^nsus,  and 
insidesoutsus,  congenitally, 
genitally,  what  have  you... 
Our  heart  may  indeed  be 
in  the  wrong  place,  but 
it's  quite  large,  exception- 
ally warm,  and  undeniably 
cuddly.  Come  on,  take  that 
paper  you're  holding  and 
give  us  a  big  ol'  hug! 


SIDNEY  SMITH  PATIO  ENCLOSURE 

OPENING  DECEMBER  2004 

PROJECT  HIGHLIGHTS: 

•  8,000  square  feet  of  air  conditioned  space 

•  Student  study  space 

•  Lounge  and  social  pods 

•  Indoor/outdoor  cafe 

•  Exhibition  facilites 

•  Student  club  events  space 

•  Group  and  individual  study  modules 

•  Wireless  networking 
Electronic  information  centre 

PROJECT  SPONSORS: 

•  Vice-President  and  Provost, 
University  of  Toronto 

•  Dean,  Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 


NOTICE  OF  CONSTRUCTION 


We  apologize  for  any  incovenience  during  construction. 
For  further  information  visit  our  Sidney  Smith  Contstruction  Update  website: 
www.artsandscience.utoronto.ca/newsandevents/patio.shtml 
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WORK  MEMBERS 


B  R  A  y  P  T  0  M 


Designer's  Optical  www.designersoptical.com  (905)  450-3866 

164  Queen  Street  East,  Unit  106,  Medical  Building, 


Next  Optical  www.nextoptical.com 
180  Sandalwood  Parkway, 


(905)  846-9755 


Next  Optical 

7330  Goreway  Drive, 


www.nextoptical.com 

IJ  G  A 


Optical  Palace 

Dixie  Value  Mall,  1250  South  Service  Road 

Euro  Optical  www.eurooptical.ca 
1224  Dundas  Street  West, 

Amar  Optical 

2325  Hurontario  Street,  #3 

Deer  Run  Optical  ft  Hearing  Services 
4040  Creditview  Road,  #23 

Complete  Optical 

3615  Dixie  Road,  Unit  #4 

0  R  T  H  YORK 


(905)  677-5337 

(905)  271-2115 
(905)  949-0707 

(905)  896-9200 
(905)  279-1118 

(905)  212-9921 


Vision  Art  Optical 

4895  Yonge  Street  (1  min  walkfromYongeandSheppardTTCstation)(416)  223-EYES  (3937) 


The  Gough  Optical  Co. 

2115  Finch  Avenue  West,  Suite  314 

Eyes  First  Optical 
2-1270  Finch  Avenue  West 

0  A  K  V  I  I  }  E 


Next  Optical 

388  Spears  Road 


www.nextdptital.com 


3  for  1  Optical  www.3forlopticaf.ta 
360  Dundas  St.  E.  Unit  Bl 


(416)  745-6550 
(416)  663-2020 

(905)  849-7222 
(905)  257-0341 


S  r  A  R  R  0  R  0  "  G  H 

Optical  Trust 
4520  Kingston  Road 

Scarboro  Optical 

2371  Eglinton  Avenue  East 

Eye  Wear  For  You 

2235  Kennedy  Road,  Suite  101 

TORONTO 


(41 6)  283-5005 
(416)  759-9731 
(416)  299-6224 


Josephson  Opticians  Flagship  Store 

60  Bloor  Street  West         www.josephsonoptcom      (41 6)  964-7070 

Josephson  Opticians  www.josephsonoptcom  (416)861-1516 
BCE  Place-Concourse  Level,  181  Bay  Street, 

Josephson  Opticians  www.josephsonoptcom  (41 6)  363-3029 
Richmond/Adelaide  Centre-Concourse  Lanes,  101  Richmond  Street  West 

Josephson  Opticians  www.josephsonoptcom  (416)  545-1845 
466  Eglinton  Avenue  West  (west  of  Avenue  Road), 

Josephson  Opticians  www.josephsonoptcom  (416)  232-1222 
Humbertown  Centre-270  The  Kingsway  (at  Royal  York  Road), 

Josephson  Opticians  www.josephsonoptcom  (41 6)  586-6677 
Mt  Sinai  Hospital  Mezzanine  Level,  600  University  Avenue, 

Josephson  Opticians  www.josephsonoptcom  (41 6)  444-8485 
York  Mills  Centre-2536  Bayview  Avenue  (on  Bayview  at  York  Mills), 


Henri's  Optical 
2  Wellesley  Street  West 

Specs  on  Bloor 
200  Bloor  Street  West 

Consumer's  Optical 
474  College  Street 

World  Eye  Wear 
126  Cumberland  Street 

WHITBY 

Downtown  Whitby  Optical 
370  Brock  Street  South 


(416)  928-9036 
(416)  925-1758 
(416)  960-1016 
www.xessoreyez.com         (416)  975-0977 


(905)  666-3831 
www.whitbyoptical.theshoppe.com 


Changes  can  be  made  to  this  list  without  notice.  Please  visit  www.studentcare.net  for  updates  on  Network  membership  throughout  the  year. 


The  Varsity 


Thursday,  March  18, 2004  9 


Your  SAC  Health  Plan  covers  the  cost  of  a  physiotherapist  at  $25  a  visit,  to  a  maximum  of  20  visits  per  policy  year, 
upon  referral  by  a  physician.  In  addition,  studentcare.net/works  is  working  with  physiotherapists  to  offer  a  further 
reduction  to  members  of  the  SAC  Health  Plan. 

As  part  of  their  commitment  to  students,  the  practitioners  listed  below  have  reduced  their  professional  fees  to  $40 
for  the  initial  assessment  and  $30  for  subsequent  visits.  This  means  that  after  reimbursement  through  your  Health 
Plan  coverage,  you  will  pay  only  $15  for  the  initial  assessment,  and  $5  for  subsequent  visits,  until  the  yearly 
maximum  is  reached. 

You  are  covered  for  the  Insured  portion  regardless  of  the  Physiotherapist  you  choose.  By  visiiing  a  member  of  the 
Studentcare  Physiotherapy  Network,  you  will  get  the  additional  Physiotherapy  Network  reduction 


STUDENTCARE  PHYSIOTHERAPY  NETWORK  MEMBERS 
toronto  area 


BRAMPTON 


ACT  Health  www.acthealth.com  (905)  799-3200 

Brampton  Centre    40  Finchgate  Boulevard,  Suite  127, 

DOWNSVIEW 


ACT  Health  www.acthealth.com 
Downsview  Centre  3695  Keele  Street,  Suite  205 

Keele-Wiison  Physiotherapy  irina@makalsky.org 
2830  Keele  Street,  Suite  303, 


ACT  Health  www.acthealth.com 
Etobicoke  Centre  190  Sherway  Drive,  Suite  211 

Ortho-Physio  Physiotherapy 
100  Humber  College  Blvd,  #210 


(416)  630-5557 
(416)  633-4086 


(416)  626-0216 
(416)  626-0216 


Erin  Mills  Sports  emsm2@bellnet.ca  (905)  820-7246 

Medicine  Center  2227  South  Millway,  Suite  305 

Creditview  Rehabilitation  Clinic  (905)  567-6680 

238  Queen  Street.  South 

Sprains  £t  strains  (905)  712-3626 

77  Matheson  Boulevard  East,  Unit  7 

ACT  Health  .   www.acthealth.com  (905)  949-2525 

Mississauga  Centre,  3025  Hurontario  Street,  Suite  203 

ACT  Health  www.acthealth.com  (905)  542-9009 

Brittania  Centre,  1201  Brittania  Road  West 

NORTH  YORK 

Active  Care  Rehabilitation  Centre  (41 6)  21 8-8805 

4949  Bathurst  Street,  Suite  210 

^  y  r  ^f  B  R  I  N  G 

ACT  Health  www.acthealth.com  (905)  420-1266 

Pickering  Centre  Suite  6F,  1450  Kingston  Road 


visit  wwv^.sac.utoronto.ca  for  more  details 


RICHMOND  HILL 


ACT  Health  Group 

Rapid  Rehab  www.acthealth.com  (905)  737-3422 

Richmond  Hill  Centre,  9665  Bayview  Avenue,  Suite  18 


SCARBOROUGH 


Plane  Tree  Physiotherapy  8t  Sports  Injury  Clinic 
7  Progress  Avenue,  Unit  #4,www.planetree.ca 


Scarborough  Physiotherapy  Centre 
3785  Kingston  Road,  Unit  B7 


Plaza  Physiotherapy 
4410  Kingston  Road 


pphysio1@bellnet.ca 


(416)  292-0055 
(416)  266-8989 

(416)  724-6075 


ACT  Health  Group  www.acthealth.com  (41 6)  298-0474 

Scarborough  North  Centre,  3850  Finch  Avenue  East,  Suite  402 


Body  Works  Physiotherapy 
2100  Ellesmere  Road,  Suite  114 

;i  u  H      ri  I  L  L  • 


(41 6)  439-0533 


Thornhill  Rehab  www.thornhillrehab.com  (905)  771-9878 

7368  Yonge  Street,  Suite  106 

ACT  Health  Group  www.acthealth.com  (905)  764-0814 

Shops  on  Steeles  Centre,  2900  Steeles  Avenue  East,  Suite  222 

TORONTO 

College  Street  Physiotherapy  collegestphysio@on.aibn.com  (416)  921-9329 
340  College  Street,  #07A 

Atrium  Physiotherapy 

595  Bay  Street,  The  Doctor's  Office  (41 6)  597-9797 

Clearview  Occupational  Health  Centre  (416)  247-7779 
1263  Wilson  Avenue,  Suite  300  www.clearviewocchealth.com 

Bayview  Rehabilitation  (416)  222-7401 
3333  Bayview  Avenue,  #206 

Queensway  Physiotherapy  Centre 

1 255  The  Queensway,  Suite  5A       (41 6)  251  -5400 

ACT  Health  Group  www.acthealth.com  (41 6)  656-5559 

Dufferin  Central  Centre,  1655  Dufferin  Street,  2nd  Floor, 

ACT  Health  Group  www.acthealth.com  (416)466-8401 

Danforth  Centre,  1 75B  Danforth  Avenue 

St.  George  Physiotherapy  (41 6)  921-4587 
208  Bloor  St.  W.,  #601 

WHITBY 

North  Whitby  Physiotherapy  ft  Sports  Injury  Clinic  (905)  665-8460 
3975  Garden  Street 


Contact  studentcare.net/works  toU       '»  866  358-4436. 
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The  revolution  will  be  online 


There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  United 
States  wields  a  great 
power  over  the  rest 
of  the  world.  For 
Voices  Without 
Votes,  that  means 
it's  time  Uncle 
Sam  face  some 
accountability. 


by  DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 

VARSITY  STAFF  

Amidst  the  din  of  debate  over  what 
it  means  to  be  a  citizen  in  our  glo- 
balized, late-capitalist,  trans-na- 
tional world,  a  small  digital  voice 
is  beginning  to  speak. 

Without  any  appeals  to  the  latter 
hackneyed  turns  of  phrase,  Voices 
Without  Votes  (www.voices04.org) 
proceeds  by  way  of  a  rather 
straightforward  philosophy:  Amer- 
ican power  extends  beyond  the 
boundary  of  the  nation-state.  As 
such,  the  upcoming  presidential 
election,  scheduled  to  take  place 
in  November  2004,  is  a  matter  of 
global  concern.  In  its  most  elemen- 
tal form,  the  Web  site,  "seeks  to 
foster  a  presidential  debate  unlike 
most  others."  The  critical  differ- 
ence here,  is  the  provision  of  an 
open  space  for  those  who  are  ineli- 
gible to  vote  in  the  next  American 
election.  Thus  at  its  core,  Voices 
Without  Votes  (VWV)  is  a  virtual 
commons  or  symposium  where 
the  opinions  of  non-voters  might 
be  voiced.  Whether  these  digitized 
voices  will  be  heard  however,  is  yet 
to  be  determined. 

Indeed,  the  practical  philoso- 
phy might  be  simple  enough,  but 
VWV— founded  by  Peter  Deitz,  a 
research  fellow  at  the  University 
of  Toronto's  McLuhan  Program  for 
Culture  and  Technology — is  part 
of  a  growing  contingent  of  complex 
responses  and  adaptations  to  the 
shifting  terrain  of  contemporary 
politics. 

As  the  Internet  installs  itself  as 
the  mode  of  communication  par 
excellence,  adaptations  such  as 
this  one  seek  to  carve  out  new 
forms  of  political  representation: 
technology  as  such,  is  folded 
into  the  very  heart  of  the  demo- 
cratic process  itself,  as  a  means 
to  incorporate  the  dialogue  of 
those  falling  outside  the  scope  of 
traditional  demographics.  Like 
other  Web  sites  whose  aim  is  to 
promote  involvement  and  activ- 
ism at  the  grassroots  level,  VWV 
mines  the  ostensibly  'public'  do- 
main of  the  Internet,  in  order  to 
radically  delimit  political  debate. 
Another  interesting  example  of 


this  phenomenon  is  The  World 
Votes  (www.  the  world  votes. org), 
a  site  where  one  can  do  precisely 
that:  fill  out  an  electronic  ballot  on 
the  day  of  the  elections,  regardless 
of  one's  fixed  address,  and  have 
it  counted  in  a  virtual,  albeit  in- 
formal, presidential  election.  The 
votes  are  to  be  counted  by  an  in- 
dependent organization,  and  then 
sent  on  to  the  U.S.  government. 
The  fundamental  downfall  of  these 
types  of  grassroots  organizations, 
however,  is  that  their  legitimacy 
is  at  best,  murky — making  them 
ineffective  in  terms  of  concrete 


political  change.  And  at  worst,  this 
lack  of  legitimacy  translates  into  a 
virtual  obscurity  within  the  main- 
stream of  information,  thus  drasti- 
cally minimizing  their  impact  on 
the  political  scene  altogether. 

But  this  is  where  Voices  differs 
from  other  grassroots  approaches 
to  democracy.  The  site  itself  is  not 
a  playground  dominated  by  any  one 
political  group,  on  either  end  of  the 
spectrum,  nor  does  its  graphical 
interface — which,  according  to  a 
recent  press  release,  was  "inspired 
by  the  layout  of  a  coherent  voting 
ballot" — immediately  appeal  to  the 


self-professed  radical  (neo-con, 
Marxist,  or  otherwise)  seeking  im- 
mediate gratification. 

The  Web  site  takes  seriously  the 
idea  of  dialogue,  and  this  is  clearly 
evidenced  in  the  diversity  of  con- 
tributions to  their  "Dear  America" 
section — which  is  really  the  focal- 
point  of  the  site.  It  is  here  that  one 
can  read  letters  that  express  the 
opinions  of  the  voiceless:  their 
thoughts  on  America,  and  the 
upcoming  election;  the  future  of 
America's  responsibility  as  a  world 
superpower,  and  criticism  of  their 
failure  to  live  up  to  it.  Needless  to 


KARA  DILLON 

say,  opinions  vary  from  vehement 
anti-American/anti-Capitalist  to 
unabashed  espousals  of  America's 
messianic  mission  to  democratize 
the  world.  Most  however,  fall  some- 
where in  between,  as  the  remarks 
of  those  who  have  something  to 
say.  Each  letter  lists  the  region, 
and  occupation(s)  of  its  writers, 
and  a  quick  glance  at  these  indica- 
tors confirms  the  diverse  make-up 
of  contributors.  Students,  profes- 
sors and  activists,  but  also  bar 
owners,  journalists,  and  other 
so-called  'ordinary'  people  are 
listed  among  the  site's  devotees. 
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VWV  also  allows  users  to  respond 
to  other  letters,  by  voting  on  how 
strongly  they  agree  or  disagree 
with  the  sentiments  they  express. 

In  keeping  with  the  somewhat 
'moderate'  vibe  of  the  site,  radical 
letters  tend  to  receive  low  approval 
ratings,  while  more  docile — though 
sometimes  no  less  critical  let- 
ters— receive  decidedly  higher  rat- 
ings. And  further  bolstering  their 
mission  to  provide  an  alternative, 
open  forum  for  debate,  the  site  has 
recently  added  a  "Dear  World"  sec- 
tion, designed  to  let  American  vot- 
ers' opinions  be  heard. 

And  perhaps  it  is  this  stringent 
commitment  to  dialogue,  which 
lends  the  site  its  appeal.  Rather 
than  alienating  would-be  par- 
ticipants by  a  determined  political 
agenda,  the  site  allows  its  contribu- 
tors to  steer  the  topics  of  debate.  It 
is  in  this  sense  that  the  site  has  the 
texture  of  democracy  in  its  ideal, 
perhaps  Utopian  state.  VWV  seeks 
only  to  provide  the  forum  for  dia- 
logue, and  allows  its  content  to  re- 
main almost  entirely  user  driven. 

Alongside  the  letters,  the  site 
features  an  extensive  news  data- 
base, interviews  with  noted  intel- 
lectuals (including  U  of  T's  own 
Prof.  Stephen  Clarkson),  as  well 
as  a  featured  "Dear  America"  let- 
ter, chosen  by  site  organizers.  To 
pull  up  Voices  Without  Votes  on 
the  screen,  is  to  be  confronted  by 
a  clean  aesthetic,  which  delivers 


vast  amounts  of  information  in 
manageable,  searchable  chunks, 
transforming  the  click  of  a  mouse 
into  a  potentially  political  gesture. 
Or  at  least  that's  the  theory  any- 
way. 

Technology  and  progressive 
politics  have  always  had  a  troubled 
relationship,  and  this  debate  tends 
to  polarize  into  a  strict  dichotomy: 
on  the  one  hand,  technology,  being 
tied  to  the  sphere  of  economics, 
can  only  replicate  those  divisions 
of  labour  that  produced  it.  On  the 
other,  it  is  through  the  willing  em- 
brace of  technology  that  change 
might  be  effected. 

A  Web  site  such  as  this  one, 
while  relying  on  the  Internet  to 
provide  the  form,  seeks  to  place 
as  much  control  in  the  hands  of 
its  users.  Either  way,  regardless  of 
where  one  stands  in  the  techno- 
optimist/luddite  debate,  Voices 
Without  Votes  is  an  interesting  site 
to  watch. 

But  perhaps  more  importantly, 
however,  is  the  participation  of 
those  who  could  not  care  less 
about  technology's  role  in  a  cogent 
form  of  political  action  (re:  the  ma- 
jority of  people  out  there!).  Voices 
Without  Votes  is  part  of  a  complex 
phenomenon  that  can  be  theo- 
rized, critiqued  and  analyzed  to 
death,  and  yet  it  is  also  a  space  for 
all  types  of  voices  to  resound.  And 
who  knows,  America  just  might  be 
listening... 


LASER  VISION  CORRECTION 


n 


Experience 

Across  Canada,  LASIK  MD 
doctors  have  performed  over 
100,000  laser  vision  correction 
procedures,  more  than  any 
other  group. 

Technology 

We  offer  patients  state-of-the-art 
technology  and  eye  evaluation 
equipment,  including  the 
Bausch  &  Lomb  Zyoptix  laser. 

Resyits 

The  large  majority  of  our 
patients  achieve  20/20  vision. 
Those  are  results  you  can  see. 


Our  fee  covers:  pre-procedure  examinations,  laser 
treatment  and  follow-up. 

*  Valid  until  March  31 ,  2004. 

Prices  may  vary  based  on  prescription  strength. 
Applicable  to  surgery  of  both  eyes. 


EXCELLENT  CARE 


#    AQIl/^  ILMF%  THAT'S  AFFORDABLE 

i^i^lliMs   (416)  DOCTORS 


(416)  362-8677 


Montreal  •  Toronto  •  Mississauga  •  Niagara  Fails  •  Ottawa  *  CaigaryJ 


1-866-366-2020  •  www.lasikmd.com 


Global  Day 
of  Protest 
on  the 
One-Year 
Anniversary 
of  the 
Iraq  War 


he  IVor 
STIU 

ays  No 
loWar 
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MAR  20 

Toronto 

Saturday  1pm 
Nathan  Phillips  Square 


•  End  the  occupation  of  Iraq 

•  Freedom  for  Palestine 

•  Canadian  troops  outof 
Afcharristan 


Students  for  Peace  in  Iraq  (SPI)  is  a  campus-wide  anti-war  coalition  at  the 
University  of  Toronto.  CONTACT:  s4piraq@yahoo.ca 


City-wide  student  rally 

Join  students  from  across  Toronto  as  we  rally  together  before  the 
hh<ivc\\  20  global  day  of  protest  on  the  one-year  anniversary  of  the 
Iraq  war.  Following  the  rally,  we'll  march  in  a  student  contingent  to 
joint  the  city-wide  demonstration  in  Nathan  Phillips  Square.  Bring 
placards,  \:>ox\'(\zx'S  and  friends! 

Saturday,  March  20  at  12  pm 
Yonge-Dundas  Square 

(across  from  the  Eaton's  Centre  -  Dundas  Subway) 
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Banting,  Best,  and  CoUip  get  belated  kudos 


An  artist's  portrait  of  Banting  and  Best,  wiio's  research  on  tlie  pancreases 
of  dogs  led  to  the  discovery  of  insulin  and  a  treatment  for  diabetes. 


Men  and  Neanderthals 
never  bred 

New  research  shows  that  humans 
and  Neanderthals  never  bred, 
based  upon  analysis  of  DNA  from 
the  preserved  remains  of  both 
groups.  Neanderthals  disappeared 
from  Europe  between  30,000  and 
40,000  years  ago.  Anthropologists 
are  unsure  why  they  disappeared, 
and  some  have  proposed  that  early 
humans  interbred  with  them  and  the 
result  was  our  species.  Scientists 
looked  at  mitochondrial  DNA  from 
both  groups — a  kind  of  DNA  that  is 
only  inherited  from  the  mother.  They 
found  no  overlap  between  the  two, 
suggesting  that  no  genetic  mingling 
took  place.  A  more  likely  explanation, 
say  researchers,  is  that  early  humans 
outcompeted  the  Neanderthals  and 
drove  them  into  extinction. 
-ZOE  CORMIER 
Source:  Nature 


i 


Object  may  be  tenth 
planet 

Astronomers  may  have  found  another 
planet  in  our  solar  system.  Sedna, 
named  after  the  Inuit  goddess  of  the 
ocean,  was  first  spotted  in  2003.  It 
is  about  the  same  size  as  Pluto,  2000 
kilometers  across,  but  at  its  closest 
point  is  13  times  further  from  the  sun 
than  Pluto.  Its  orbit  is  highly  irregu- 
lar— it  ranges  in  distance  from  13  to 
130  billion  kilometers  from  the  sun. 
Sedna  lives  in  the  Kuiper  belt,  a  region 
beyond  the  orbit  of  Pluto  filled  with  icy 
rocks.  Other  large  objects  have  been 
found  in  this  area  before,  but  Sedna 
is  larger  and  has  a  more  regular  orbit, 
making  it  a  more  likely  candidate  for 
a  planet.  The  International  Astronomi- 
cal Union  will  officially  decide  whether 
or  not  to  call  the  object  a  planet. 
-ZC 

Source:  Nature 


byANNASHALAGINOVA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


U  of  T  scientists  Drs.  Frederick  Ban- 
ting, Charles  Best  and  James  Collip 
are  to  be  inducted  into  the  National 
Inventors  Hall  of  Fame  in  Akron, 
Ohio  this  spring.  Their  research  on 
insulin  in  the  1920's  saved,  and  still 
saves,  millions  of  lives  all  over  the 
world  every  year. 

Banting  was  responsible  for  the 
discovery  of  insulin,  the  key  to 
diabetes.  The  idea  came  to  him 
when  he  was  preparing  for  one  of 
his  medical  demonstrations  at  the 
University  of  Western  Ontario.  He 
hypothesized  that  the  pancreas 
contains  an  anti-diabetic  sub- 
stance. Western  did  not  have  the 
resources  required  for  Banting's 
research,  so  he  was  given  labora- 
tory space  and  equipment  at  U  of  T 
by  J.J. R.  Macleod. 

Assisted  by  Best,  who  had  just 
graduated  from  U  of  T,  he  per- 
formed experiments  on  dogs  to  test 
his  hypothesis.  They  found  that  if 
the  pancreas  was  removed  from  a 
dog,  the  animal  would  become  dia- 
betic. Thus,  the  pancreas  did  con- 
tain the  substance  that  prevented 
diabetes,  by  keeping  blood  glucose 
levels  low.  The  substance  was  later 
called  "insulin."  When  an  extract  of 
a  normal  dog's  pancreas  was  inject- 
ed into  a  diabetic  dog,  the  condition 
of  the  latter  would  improve. 


by  JUSTIN  TROTTIER 

VARSITY  STAFF 


In  the  last  50  years  the  financial 
losses  from  natural  disasters  have 
increased  exponentially.  David  Etkin 
is  a  natural  hazards  and  risk  analyst 
with  Environment  Canada,  who  was 
recently  invited  by  The  Institute  for 
Environmental  Studies  to  speak  on 
"Natural  disasters:  root  causes  of 
vulnerability." 

There  is  a  growing  concern  in  de- 
veloping nations  where  the  economic 
costs  and  the  lives  lost  to  natural 
disasters  both  seem  to  be  on  the  rise. 
The  major  natural  disasters  include 
floods,  volcano  eruptions,  and  earth- 
quakes. 

Whereas  many  people  in  developing 
countries  have  no  choice  as  to  where 
or  how  they  live,  the  core  question 
puzzling  Etkin  is:  "why,  where  there  is 
not  a  lack  of  choice  or  knowledge,  do 
we  make  ourselves  vulnerable?" 

•The  answers  do  not  lie  out  in  the 
natural  world  but  rather  deep  down 
within  human  behaviour.  To  explain 
how  humans  perceive  and  react  to 
risk  in  their  lives  Etkin  gave  the  ex- 
ample of  the  introduction  of  the  anti 
lock-break  system  (ABS)  by  a  particu- 
lar company  into  their  taxis. 

At  first  ABS  breaks  were  added  to 
half  of  the  taxis  at  random  so  that 
no  driver  knew  if  they  were  driving 
the  taxi  with  the  extra  feature.  The 
number  of  accidents  decreased.  The 
company  then  changed  it  so  that 
each  driver  knew  if  their  taxi  had 
the  ABS  breaks.  "The  accident  rate 
immediately  rose  to  where  it  was.  A 
safety  feature  was  transformed  into  a 
performance  feature,"  explains  Etkin, 
since  those  drivers  who  knew  they 
had  the  ABS  breaks  felt  comfortable 
driving  faster. 

Etkin's  message  is  that  a  blind  reli- 


This  was  a  major  discovery,  but 
could  not  yet  be  put  to  clinical  use. 
The  extracted  pancreas  caused 
inflammation  at  the  place  of  injec- 
tion. Also,  it  took  weeks  to  prepare 
the  extract.  Collip,  a  biochemist, 
joined  the  two  scientists  in  their 
work.  He  extracted  insulin  from 
the  pancreas  and  purified  it,  so  it 
could  be  used  for  treating  diabetes 
in  humans.  Like  Banting  and  Best, 
Collip  received  his  education  at  U  of 
T.  In  1922  insulin  injections  became 
available  to  the  public. 

How  did  these  three  scientists 


ance  on  technology,  such  as  believing 
dykes  will  save  a  city  from  flooding 
indefinitely,  is  an  illogical  assessment 
of  risk.  In  fact,  "reliance  upon  technol- 
ogy increases  the  scale  of  a  disaster 
when  system  failure  occurs,"  Etkin 
explains. 

The  problem  is  a  combination  of 
tendencies  among  most  people  to 
underestimate  the  chances  of  a  seri- 
ous disaster  happening  to  them  and 
to  ignore  the  potential  for  long-term 
risk  even  when  it  is  apparent. 

These  negative  human  reactions 
manifested  in  an  experiment  con- 
ducted by  Rocky  Lopes  of  the  Inter- 
national Red  Cross,  in  which  he  gave 
the  same  presentation  on  natural 


achieve  something  that  completely 
changed  the  lives  of  diabetics? 
What  does  it  take  to  be  a  great 
scientist? 

Bob  Banting,  the  great  nephew  of 
F.  Banting,  helped  to  answer  some 
of  these  questions.  He  said  that  his 
great  uncle  "was  a  hardworking, 
creative  Canadian."  He  continued, 
"An  inventor  must  follow  untrav- 
elled  paths,  work  outside  the  box, 
and  believe  that  there  will  always 
be  a  positive  outcome  from  all  his 
or  her  work.  This  is  what  Banting 
did. 


disasters  to  two  different  audiences, 
but  only  showing  images  of  disas- 
ters in  one.  The  odd  result  was  that 
when  the  images  were  used,  far  fewer 
people  left  the  presentation  believing 
the  events  could  happen  to  them  and 
even  fewer  said  they  would  take  ac- 
tion to  prevent  them. 

This  counterintuitive  result  is 
because  people  react  in  one  of  two 
non-productive  ways,  where,  Etkin 
explains,  they  either  "reduce  anxiety 
by  denying  it  because  the  problem  is 
so  horrible,  or  they  make  the  problem 
seem  so  small  [that  it  can  be  safely 
ignored]." 

The  goal  is  to  find  a  balance  so  that 
people  neither  feel  useless  nor  am- 


"For  creative,  hard-working 
students  with  average  academic 
skills,  Fred  Banting's  success  story 
offers  hope  that  if  they  follow  their 
passions  and  believe  that  they  will 
succeed,  then  success  will  follow 
no  matter  what  obstacles  get  in  the 
way.  This  may  sound  a  little  trite, 
but  believe  it  or  not  this  was  Fred's 
story.  He  never  gave  up.  He  was  not 
paid,  and  he  had  to  sell  his  car  to 
cover  some  costs.  His  family  loaned 
him  a  lot  of  money.  Would  this  hap- 
pen today?. ..Probably  not." 

F.  Banting  was  an  artist  as  well 
as  a  scientist — he  painted  with  A.Y. 
Jackson,  of  the  Group  of  Seven.  His 
other  hobbies  included  wood  carv- 
ing and  reading  Canadian  books. 
The  medical  tradition  carries  on  in 
the  family;  many  of  the  Bantings  are 
teachers  and  doctors. 

Banting  and  Macleod  received 
the  Nobel  Prize  for  the  discovery 
of  insulin  in  1923.  Although  Collip 
and  Best  were  not  recognized  by 
the  Nobel  committee.  Banting  and 
Macleod  shared  the  prize  money 
with  them. 

The  induction  ceremony  to  the 
Hall  of  Fame  will  be  held  on  May 
1.  Among  the  twenty  inductees  of 
2004,  fifteen  are  American,  one  is 
French,  and  one  is  German.  The 
National  Inventors  Hall  of  Fame 
honours  scientists  whose  achieve- 
ments have  improved  our  lives. 


bivalent.  Etkin  explains  that  people 
"need  to  feel  empowered... they  need 
to  feel  they  have  some  control  over 
their  fate." 

A  balance  in  society  and  govern- 
ment is  also  necessary  for  dealing 
with  vulnerable  communities  and 
those  at  risk.  While  a  libertarian  so- 
ciety is  important,  the  government, 
according  to  Etkin,  must  sometimes 
step  in  to  ensure  that  overall  safety 
and  well  being  is  being  taken  into 
account,  such  as  if  a  company  wants 
to  build  on  property  in  a  flood  plain. 
To  a  major  extent,  risk  is  socially  con- 
structed, so  that  the  main  question 
becomes  what  values  society  places 
upon  safety  and  mitigation. 


Why  do  we  still  live  in  places  where  disaster  strikes? 


A  Florida  neighbourhood  following  the  devastation  of  Hurricane  Andrew  in  1992.  The  total  damage 
was  estimated  at  about  $25  billion,  making  Andrew  the  most  expensive  natural  disaster  in  history. 
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Director's 
discourse 

Indie  filmmaking  hero  tells  local  crowd 
not  to  worry  about  his  new  Bennifer 
flick — -J.Lo's  off  the  screen  after  the  first 
few  minutes 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Riding  a  delightful  wave  of  acidic 
vulgarity  and  an  audience  full  of 
desperate  wannabe  filmmakers, 
American  film  director  Kevin  Smith 
(Clerks,  Chasing  Amy)  entertained  a 
packed  house  at  Roy  Thompson  Hall 
last  Friday  during  a  mammoth  three 
and  a  half  hour  Q  &  A  session. 

The  lifelong  Degrassi  High  fan, 
in  town  to  promote  the  new  Ben 
Affleck  vehicle  Jersey  Girl,  was  pre- 
ceded on  stage  by  two  of  the  stars 
of  the  cult  '80s  hit,  Pat  Mastroianni 
(Joey  Jeremiah)  and  Stefan  Brogden 
(Snake).  "You  know  you've  made  it 
when  Joey  and  Snake  bring  you  out," 
quipped  Smith,  "But  where  the  fuck 
is  Wheels?" 

The  crowd,  clearly  made  up  of 
voracious  Smith  fans,  peppered  the 
portly  filmmaker  about  a  number  of 
his  projects,  including  an  upcoming 
adaptation  of  comic  book  hero  The 
Green  Hornet  and  a  new  addition  to 
the  Fletch  movie  series. 

Among  the  nuggets  revealed  by 
Smith  were  the  original  casting 
choices  for  some  of  his  films.  Ac- 


cording to  him,  the  original  cast 
suggested  for  Chasing  Amy  by  the 
studio  was  not  the  eventual  trio  of 
Ben  Affleck,  Joey  Lauren  Adams  and 
Jason  Lee,  but  rather  David  Schwim- 
mer  of  Friends,  Drew  Barrymore, 
and  Jon  Stewart  of  The  Daily  Show. 
Unable  to  settle  on  this.  Smith  took 
a  budget  cut,  making  the  film  for 
$250,000  instead  of  the  original  deal 
of  $3  million. 

The  most  poignant  part  of  the 
evening  came  right  at  the  start 
when  Smith  lamented  on  the  drug 
addiction  that  gripped  his  best 
friend  and  Jay  and  Silent  Bob  Strike 
Back  co-star  Jason  Mewes.  "It  went 
from  cute  to  the  dude  falling  asleep 
while  you  were  talking  to  him,"  said 
Smith,  noting  that  Mewes'  heroin 
addiction  would  cause  him  to  nod 
off  during  the  filming  of  Dogma  with 
Chris  Rock. 

Smith  also  mused  on  the  fate  of  his 
new  film,  Jersey  Girl,  which  opens 
next  week.  The  film  has  garnered 
a  lot  of  negative  press  due  to  the 
match-up  of  Gigli  guilty  parties  Af- 
fleck and  then-girlfriend  Jennifer  Lo- 
pez, who  Smith  is  quick  to  point  out 
is  only  in  the  first  12  minutes  of  the 


film.  Despite  the  now-necessary  p.r. 
campaign.  Smith  said  he  was  glad  to 
have  J.Lo  in  the  film,  as  Affleck  didn't 
really  need  to  pretend  to  be  in  love 
with  Lopez,  because  he  already  was 
at  the  time.  "The  less  you  need  Af- 
fleck to  act,  the  better,"  joked  Smith. 

The  pairing  also  kept  Affleck  on 
set,  a  task  that  wasn't  so  easy  when 
he  was  shooting  Dogma  at  the  same 
time  Good  Will  Hunting  was  blowing 
up  in  the  press.  "This  time  all  he 
wanted  to  do  was  go  to  work  and 
fuck  Lopez.  And  since  Lopez  was 


there..."  Smith  quipped. 

Unfortunately,  for  every  question 
about  the  ill-fated  Clerks  animated 
series  or  Smith's  low-key  hostility 
towards  fellow  director  Tim  Burton 
("He  ruined  Planet  of  the  ApesV), 
there  was  a  slew  of  pathetic  ass- 
kissing  from  struggling  student 
filmmakers  in  the  audience.  In  the 
strangest  twist  of  events,  a  lanky 
young  man  drooled  over  Smith's 
Chasing  Amy,  calling  it  everything 
short  of  a  modern-day  Citizen  Kane, 
and  then  asking  Smith  if  he  would 


watch  the  movie  he  had  just  made. 
When  Smith  inquired  about  who 
the  young  man  was,  it  turned  out  to 
be  local  director  Sudz  Sutherland, 
whose  Love,  Sex  and  Eating  the 
Bones  has  already  received  a  great 
deal  of  acclaim. 

All  in  all.  Smith  provided  a  very 
entertaining  evening  for  the  crowd, 
tugging  at  their  patriotic  strings 
by  proclaming,  "1  should  be  the 
American  ambassador  to  Canada," 
and,  "I'd  love  to  be  P.M...  I'd  free 
Quebec!" 


Ponder  this 


Hamilton  sketch  comedy  troupe  offer  up 
CanCon  in  current  Second  City  show 


L-R:  Tony,  Jon,  Eric  &  Dave  of  The  Imponderables 


byLISACAVION 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  tiger,  a  rabbi,  and  an  orangutan 
walk  into  a  bar.  Oh,  wait,  forget  it — 1 
think  I  just  read  that  novel.  Oops. 
Never  mind. 

I'm  so  not  funny.  But  The  Impon- 
derables are:  see  them  at  Second 
City  before  they  take  their  sketch 
troupe  back  to  Hamilton,  from 
whence  they  came. 

When  !  met  Tony  Lombard©,  Dave 
Brennan  and  Jon  Smith  of  the  four- 
year-old  troupe  (Eric  Toth  rounds 
out  the  quartet),  and  their  director 
Rebecca  Northan  for  a  chat,  1  had  to 
know  whether  I  was  doomed  to  a  life 
of  wry  and  dry  pronouncements:  is 
it  possible,  I  asked,  to  teach  some- 
one to  be  funny? 

"No,"  Smith  says,  immediately  and 
categorically.  "You  just  can't  ask 
someone  who's  a  Shakespearean 
actor  to  do  standup,  or  vice  versa. 
[Humour]  just  can't  be  taught." 

"But  it  can  be  paid  for!"  Bren- 
nan interjects,  probably  seeing 
my  disappointment.  And  "you  can 
definitely  teach  someone  to  tap  into 


their  'funny'." 

"But  it's  like  painting,  or  skiing 
-  there  are  some  people  [who]  are 
just  more  apt  to  the  requirements  of 
the  skill,"  added  Lombardo.  "They 
see  the  rules,  and  tap  into  them, 
and  can  break  them  and  go  much 
farther." 

For  all  their  casual  banter — "we 
tend  to  hang  out  a  lot,"  notes  Lom- 
bardo, and  much  of  their  material 
develops  as  they  figure  how  to  stage 
the  amusing  things  that  happen  be- 
tween them  ("to  get  other  people  to 
laugh  at  it  as  much  as  we  did") — ^The 
Imponderables  are  remarkably 
attuned  to  the  structure  of  good 
comedy. 

Name-dropping  Kids  in  the  Hall, 
Monty  Python,  Carol  Burnett,  Jerry 
Seinfeld — not  to  mention  Brecht 
and  Kerouac — ^The  Imponderables 
make  it  clear  that  they've  done  their 
homework.  "It's  the  craft  of  sto- 
rytelling that  we've  been  honing," 
Lombardo  says.  "We  can  take  [an] 
idea  and  give  it  the  roller-coaster  ef- 
fect, so  that  we  can  build  it  up,  and 
then  smash  it  down:  there  you  go, 
there's  your  three  minute  sketch." 


"What's  nice  about  sketch  comedy 
[is]  that  we  can  mix  it  up;  there's  17 
or  20  scenes  in  an  hour,  so  you  can 
have  a  couple  that  follow  a  form, 
then  have  another  one  that's  the 
stupidest  thing...  so  you  can  vary 
the  pace  and  flow,"  Tony  continues. 

Their  current  mainstage  show  at 
Second  City  is  remarkably  varied, 
ranging  from  a  one-off  imperson- 
ation of  a  raptor  chick  to  a  witty 
dramatization  of  the  deleterious  ef- 
fects of  cigarette  labels  on  murder- 
ers' self-esteem.  Instead  of  political 
humour  ("It's  not  the  Air  Farce!") 
there  is  a  heavy,  happy  dose  of 
CanCon  and  smartypants-ness.  A 
narrative  sketch  reimagining  Mau- 
rice Richards'  The  Hockey  Sweater 
featuring  Celine  Dion  and  Jann  Ar- 
den  manages  to  be  simultaneously 
hilarious,  nostalgic,  and  cruel,  while 


two  ambulance-impersonating  men 
are  chewed  out  by  a  roommate  in 
another  sketch  that  'breaches  the 
fourth  wair(the  invisible  divide  be- 
tween performers  and  audience)  to 
get  its  surprise  laughs. 

The  effect  is  less  of  a  comedic 
template  than  of  highly-polished 
professionalism,  or  as  Northam  ob- 
serves, the  sense  that  "these  guys 
have  their  shit  together!"  Northam 
was  brought  on  board  to  help  shape 
the  sketches  into  the  current  re- 
markably fast-paced,  high-energy 
show. 

Mostly  "by  yelling  'faster!'"  she 
says,  miming  the  cracking  of  a  whip. 
The  Imponderables  report  that 
the  between-sketch  vogueing  and 
chair-throwing  is  also  mostly  the 
director's  fault. 

Throwing  chairs — this  is  funny? 


It  is — and  should  definitely  be  seen 
live.  "We  meet  a  lot  of  people  our 
age  who've  never  been  to  a  com- 
edy show,  never  even  been  to  Yuk 
Yuk's,"  says  Brennan.  "And  it's  a  real 
shame.  If  all  you've  seen  of  comedy 
is  T.V.  or  movies,  it's  a  waste  of  the 
whole  experience.  It's  like  growing 
up  on  music  videos  and  never  hav- 
ing been  to  a  concert." 

"We're  just  asking  that  you  find 
funny  something  that  we  thought 
was  funny.  We  don't  want  to  think 
that  we  wasted  out  time  think- 
ing how  funny  this  was,"  explains 
Smith. 

"Right,  cause  we've  got  so  much 
else  to  do,"  retorts  Brennan. 

"No,  you're  right.  We  could  think  of 
bad  ideas  all  day,  our  lives  wouldn't 
change  that  much,"  Smith  admits. 

"For  myself,"  Lombardo  interjects, 
"There  was  this  sense  of  'Okay, 
great,  you're  funny  around  your 
friends,  so  here's  a  spotlight  and  a 
stage — be  funny.  [And]  at  first  there 
was  a  bit  of  apprehension...  But  as 
things  progressed  a  bit,  it  turned 
into,  'There's  a  stage — hey,  every- 
body check  this  out,  this  is  funny!'" 

And  the  guys  have  managed  to 
develop  their  zany  ideas  into  some- 
thing worth  pondering — even  if, 
like  me,  you  have  no  hope  of  learn- 
ing any  lessons  in  'funny'  anytime 
soon. 

The  Imponderables'  one-hour 
sketch  comedy  revue  is  at  Second 
City  (56  Blue  Jays  Way)  March  19 
and  26  at  11  pm.  For  tickets  ($15 
students),  call  (416)  343-0011. 
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Words  can,  like,  kill 


by  CHRIS  McKINNON 

VABSITY  STAFF 


At  first  glance,  a  serious  academic 
investigation  of  the  slang  used  by 
any  subcultural  in-group  seems 
like  a  bizarre  endeavour.  If  such 
slang  has  any  purpose  at  all,  it  is  to 
keep  those  who  are  in  that  group 
in  and  those  who  are  out  out;  it  is, 
by  most  accounts,  a  system  of  cul- 
tural signalling  to  throw  up  a  nice 
division  between  us  and  them. 

In  any  such  case,  'them'  is  cer- 
tainly apt  to  be  pointy-headed 
academic  types  setting  their 
sights  on  the  subculture  in  ques- 
tion. Having  said  that,  proposing 
a  course  of  study  on  an  artificial 
subculture,  such  as  that  which  of 
the  characters  from  cult  TV  show 
Buffy  the  Vampire  Slayer,  seems 
like  a  plan  several  stripes  more 
absurd.  Nevertheless,  Slayer  Slang 
attempts  just  that — and  hails  from 
the  hallowed  Oxford  University 
Press  imprint  no  less. 

Is  it  successful?  Not  quite.  But 
it's  interesting  all  the  same.  This 
book's  serious  tone  belies  the  com- 
ic nature  of  its  subject  matter.  BtVS 
was  a  clever,  campy  romp  through 
pop  culture  and  the  anxieties  of 
adolescence.  The  more  bizarre 
linguistic  configurations  that  the 
Buffyverse's  characters  bandied 
about  were  as  artificial  as  Sarah 
Michelle  Geller's  little  crooked 
nose.  No  deeper  understanding  of 
the  back  and  forth  between  Buffy 
and  her  pals  is  necessary  to  enjoy 
the  show. 

Other  times — for  example,  the 
use  of  the  word  'sitch'  as  a  trun- 
cated form  of  'situation' — the  lan- 
guage that  Buffy  and  the  gang  were 
using  was  already  common  enough 
in  youth  circles  to  be  unsurprising 
to  most.  The  fact  that  it  raised  an 
eyebrow  for  author  Michael  Adams 
might  be  the  first  indication  that 
he's  somewhat  off  the  mark.  An  ad- 
mitted Buffyholic  himself,  Adams 
spends  the  greater  portion  of  the 
book  building  momentum  for  his 
central  thesis:  The  slang  that  de- 
veloped over  the  course  of  Buffy's 
seven-year  run  infiltrated  popular 
culture  and  found  its  way  back  to 
the  Buffyverse  in  hyperbolic  form, 
only  to  repeat  the  process  again. 

Call  it  subcultural  iteration  if  you 
like;  Adams  never  does.  What  he 
does  tell  us  is  that  Buffy  represents 
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a  sort  of  linguistic  playground  that 
had  far-reaching  effects — a  dubi- 
ous corrollary  if  there  ever  was 
one.  Buffy  might  have  played  with 
slang  and  pushed  modern-day  lan- 
guage to  its  limits,  but  to  say  much 
more  is  probably  making  moun- 
tains out  of  molehills.  Regardless, 
the  first  half  of  the  book  is  enough 
fun  that  you  probably  won't  be 
able  to  shake  a  stick  at  it.  Excerpts 
from  the  show  abound,  and  by  all 
rights  it's  pretty  gosh-darn  enjoy- 
able. Uber-hip  quips  and  quotes 
abound: 

"Damn  love  spell.  I've  tried  every 
anti-love-spell  spell  I  can  find." 

"Even  if  you  found  the  right  one, 
guy  would  probably  just  do  an 
anti-anti-love-spell-spell  spell." 

"What?" 

"Does  any  one  feel  like  we're  be- 
ing Keyser  Sozed?" 

"I'm  suffering  from  the  afterness 
of  a  bad  night  of  badness." 

"I'll  go  home  and  stock  up  on 
weapons,  slip  into  something  a 
little  more  break-and-enterish." 

"Mom  has  been  totally  different 
since  {Ted]  has  been  around." 
"Different  like  happy?" 
"No,  like  Stepford." 

"So  that's  why  time  went  all  Da- 
vid Lynch." 

"My  ex-fiance  is  getting  married 
in  two  weeks.  Now  1  realize  I  still 
love  him.  Should  1  tell  him?" 

"Meanwhile,  My  Best  Friend's 
Wedding/Friends  much?" 

"I've  got  to  stop  a  crazy  from 
pulling  a  Carrie  at  the  prom." 
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If  the  first  half  of  the  book  is  a 
bit  of  a  madcap  (if  academic)  romp 
through  the  circus  of  the  Buffy- 
verse, then  the  book's  second  half 
is  the  sideshow.  It's  made  up  of  a 
glossary  of  Buffy-isms  (entirely 
unecessary  to  Buffy  fans,  or  per- 
sons under  the  age  of  30),  just  in 
case  you're  pop  culture-illiterate. 
It  also  lends  itself  to  that  oddly 
inevitable  curiosity  that  lavishes 
over  a  bad  car  wreck  or  made- 
for-television  movie.  The  glossary 
meticulously  breaks  down  (with 
what  amounts  to  either  absurd  or 
excruciating  detail,  depending  on 
your  temperament)  all  the  Buffy- 
isms  that  Adams  has  catalogued 
into  their  constituent  parts  like 
straight  out  of  any  dictionary: 

buttonpalooza  n  Festival  of 
buttons 

"There  are  so  many  buttons, 
it's,  like,  buttonpalooza."  [Buffy] 
[button  n.  +  lollapalooza  (most  im- 
mediately from  the  rock  concert. 
Lollapalooza,  organized  annually, 
1990-1998)] 

rampagey  adj  Bent  on  mayhem 
"Why  are  they  here?  Sacrifices, 
treasures,  or  are  they  just  getting 
rampagey?"  [Buffy]  [rampage  n.  -^ 
-y  suffix] 

Slayerette  n  Person  who  assists 
Buffy  in  her  role  as  the  Slayer 

"You're  the  Slayer,  and  we're, 
like,  the  Slayerettes."  [Willow] 

For  Buffy  fans,  or  others  in- 
clined to  linguistic  or  academic 
whimsy,  this  book  is  probably 
best  approached  in  the  same  way 
the  television  show  was — namely, 
with  a  sense  of  humour  and 
oodles  of  suspended  disbelief. 
More  than  anything.  Slayer  Slang 
is  worth  a  look  if  only  because 
some  poor  guy  actually  took  the 
time  to  write  it. 
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Money  issues  sunk  stadium  deal 

Maple  Leafs  sidelined,  but  Varsity  plans  still  on  track 


by  JOANNA  BAILEY 


With  the  passing  of  this  weekend 
came  what  many  deemed  to  be  the 
passing  of  an  historic  opportunity 
for  U  of  T.  On  the  morning  of  Sat- 
urday, March  13,  Richard  Peddie, 
president  and  chief  executive  of- 
ficer of  Maple  Leaf  Sports  &  Enter- 
tainment (MLSE),  announced  that 
his  organization  would  be  pulling 
out  of  the  highly  publicized  Varsity 
deal,  in  which  his  company  would 
have  contributed  approximately 
$35  million  to  revitalize  the  current 
Varsity  site. 

"There  was  no  one  dealbreaker," 
said  Peddie.  "We  were  prepared  to 
take  a  lower  return  because  it  did 
wonderful  things  for  U  of  T,  the  Ar- 
gos,  soccer,  and  the  City  of  Toronto. 
This  was  a  project  that  seemed  to 
fit  our  strategic  plan,  [however]  all 
of  the  revenue,  operation  expenses, 
capital  expenses... they  just  would 
not  deliver  the  return  on  invest- 
ment we  wanted." 

"You  can  look  at  projects  like 


this  from  either  your  heart  or  your 
head,"  commented  U  of  T's  Jon 
Dellandrea,  vp  of  development. 
"From  your  heart  we  all  wanted 
this  to  happen.  From  your  head, 
this  project  fell  under  the  financial 
parameters  desired  by  MLSE.  At 
the  end  of  the  day,  the  numbers  just 
didn't  work." 

"We  explored  it  for 
three  months  and 
we  pulled  the  plug 
reluctantly.  {This 
deal}  could  still 
live,  just  not  with  us 
involved." 
-  Richard  Peddie, 
Maple  Leaf  Sports 


Despite  the  departure  of  MLSE, 
Dellandrea  remains  optimistic 
about  the  deal.  The  university  con- 
tinues to  negotiate  with  the  Toronto 


Argonauts  and  the  Canadian  Soccer 
Association,  and  is  intending  to 
present  a  revised  version  of  their 
initial  proposal  to  both  the  provin- 
cial and  federal  government  within 
two  weeks. 

This  modified  proposal  would 
still  include  a  25,000  seat  stadium, 
a  renovated  Varsity  Arena,  and 
some  retail  units  on  Bloor  Street. 
The  projected  cost  of  this  plan  is 
estimated  to  be  around  $90  million 
-  $10  million  less  than  the  previous 
deal.  However,  without  MLSE,  more 
of  the  financial  burden  will  now  fall 
upon  both  levels  of  government. 
When  asked  if  securing  government 
funding  would  be  easier  without 
MLSE,  Dellandrea  said  "probably. 
It  was  a  consistent  view  expressed 
by  the  federal  government  that  this 
had  to  be  seen  as  support  for  U  of 
T,  not  a  financial  subsidy  for  profes- 
sional sports." 

Any  future  government  support 
would  be  provided  to  U  of  T  by  one 
of  two  methods — the  first  of  being  a 
straightforward  grant.  Conversely, 


the  government  could  sign  on  to 
a  contingent  cash  flow  guarantee, 
under  which  Ottawa  would  annu- 
ally help  with  the  debt  and  income 
shortfalls  of  the  project.  "There  [is] 
a  real  sense  of  time  urgency,"  said 
Dellandrea,  "given  the  uncertainty 
of  the  federal  election.  There's  a 
collective  desire  to  put  together  a 
deal... while  we  still  have  the  federal 
government's  attention." 

Time  is  certainly  of  the  essence. 
While  negotiations  continue  with 
U  of  T,  the  Argos  have  openly 
acknowledged  that  they  are  also 
considering  York  University  and  the 
CNE  as  possible  locations  for  their 
new  home.  From  the  beginning, 
Howard  Sokolowski  and  Dave  Cyna- 
mon,  co-owners  of  the  team,  have 
maintained  their  desire  to  have  a 
new  stadium  up  and  running  for  the 
2006  season. 

"Each  site  has  a  lot  of  positives," 
explained  Keith  Pelley,  president 
and  ceo  of  the  Argonauts.  "There's 
been  a  lot  of  talk  about  parking,  ac- 
cess by  public  transit,  and  location 


[in  general].  We  have  the  luxury  of 
having  three  great  locations,  [and] 
all  three  are  being  equally  consid- 
ered. In  terms  of  the  Varsity  site,  we 
would  love  to  be  part  of  rekindling 
that  whole  area." 

He  went  on  to  comment  that 
"MLSE  would  have  been  an  excel- 
lent partner.  They're  a  powerful 
brand,  and  have  access  to  excellent 
resources.  But  there  was  no  agree- 
ment in  place  [between  us].  We're 
currently  still  weighing  our  options. 
This  is  a  city  of  five  million.  We're 
just  looking  for  25,000." 

While  meetings  between  the  three 
parties  will  undoubtedly  continue 
throughout  the  course  of  the  next 
few  weeks,  it  seems  all  involved  re- 
main confident  that  a  revised  deal 
can  be  effectively  negotiated — even 
MLSE.  Asked  if  his  organization 
would  ever  reconsider,  Peddie  said 
"there  are  no  absolutes.  It's  always 
possible.  We  explored  it  for  three 
months  and  we  pulled  the  plug  re- 
luctantly. [This  deal]  could  still  live, 
just  not  with  us  involved." 


Greased  lightning:  Jocelyn  Adu-Gyumfi 
gives  Canada  a  run  for  its  money 

UofT  track  and  field  teams  representing  at  the  national  university  championships 


bySELAMYOHANNES 


Last  weekend,  U  of  T's  nimble  and 
quick  descended  on  the  Univer- 
sity of  Windsor  to  take  part  in  the 
national  Canadian  Interuniversity 
Sport  (CIS)  track  and  field  cham- 
pionships. The  Blues  women's 
team  started  the  weekend  off  right, 
ranked  fourth  in  the  country  after 
winning  the  Ontario  provincial 
championships.  The  men's  team 
also  entered  the  nationals  with  high 
hopes,  ranked  seventh  in  Canada. 

After  winning  the  Ontario  Univer- 
sity Association  (OUA)  title,  the  U 
of  T  women's  hopes  were  running 
high.  Leading  the  way  for  the  Blues 
were  veterans  Jocelyn  Adu-Gyum- 
fi— a  star  sprinter  and  jumper,  and 
Sandy  Wells — one  of  the  country's 
most  accomplished  long-distance 
runners. 

But  it  wasn't  meant  to  be.  This 
was  in  part  due  to  Adu-Gyumfi's 
arduous  schedule.  Even  though 
the  competition  was  spread  over 
three  days,  her  four  events  were 
crammed  into  approximately  four 
hours.  It's  exhausting  simply  think- 
ing about  what  the  athlete  was 
asked  to  do — hustling  from  the  4 
X  200m  relay  to  the  long  jump,  and 
then  the  next  day  from  the  triple 
jump  right  to  the  60m  to  the  relay 
finals. 

"I've  been  doing  this  for  the  past 
three  years"  said  Adu-Gyumfi. 
"You'd  think  you'd  get  used  to 
it. ..but  I  seemed  more  nervous  this 
year  than  others." 

Those  nerves  did  not  show  in 
Adu-Gyumfi's  performance.  In  win- 
ning the  long  jump,  placing  fourth 


in  the  triple  jump,  and  running  a 
near  seasonal  best  time  to  finish 
fifth  in  the  60m,  as  well  as  anchor- 
ing the  4  X  200m  relay  team  to  a 
bronze  medal,  she  showed  true 
fighting  spirit.  "It  went  well  for  the 
training  1  put  in,"  she  adds. 

After  her  dominating  performance 
at  the  OUA  championships — where 
she  made  like  Shaq  and  crushed 
her  opponents — fifth-year  runner 
and  team  co-captain  Wells  devel- 
oped plantar  fasciitis  (heel  spurs), 
forcing  her  to  miss  training  for  the 
CIS  championships.  Due  to  the 
unforeseen  injury.  Wells  sat  the  na- 
tionals out.  The  highly  anticipated 
showdown  between  Wells,  the  first 
team  all-Canadian,  and  the  rest  of 
the  skilled  field  didn't  happen. 

"1  was  undefeated  this  year  (ex- 
cept the  3000m  at  OU's),"  said  Wells 
in  response  to  her  absence  from 
nationals,  "so  I  was  really  looking 
forward  to  the  competition.  CIS 
was  looking  like  it  was  going  to  be 
a  derby,  especially  the  1500m,  and 
1  wanted  in!  CIS  track  was  my  last 
stand,  so  to  speak,  and  1  was  ready 
to  go  out  with  a  bang." 

Wells  heads  of  for  Italy  Monday, 
where  she  will  compete  as  part  of 
the  Canadian  university  team  for 
cross-country — an  honour  she  re- 
ceived for  placing  fourth  in  the  CIS 
cross-country  championships  back 
in  the  fall. 

"I'm  99  per  cent  sure  I'll  be  run- 
ning. Actually,  who  am  I  kidding?  I'll 
run  the  thing  on  crutches  if  I  have 
to.  It's  worlds!"  she  exclaimed.  "You 
don't  just  sit  out  at  worlds." 

On  the  men's  side.  Blues  standout 
Luke  Maclnnis  led  the  team  with  a 


fourth  place  finish  in  the  300m,  and 
helped  bolster  the  4  x  200m  relay 
squad  to  a  bronze  medal. 

In  high  jump,  U  of  T  favourite  Mark 
Dillon  didn't  disappoint,  successful- 
ly completing  his  rookie  campaign 
by  winning  with  a  jump  of  2.08m. 
Although  it  was  well  under  what 
he  had  jumped  earlier  in  the  sea- 
son (2.19m),  Dillon's  performance 
proved  to  be  a  test  of  his  strength 
and  grit.  Like  Wells,  he  was  also  suf- 
fering from  a  foot  injury — one  that 
had  previously  caused  him  to  bow 
out  of  provincial  competition,  and 
settle  for  an  OUA  silver. 

Fellow  rookie  Cameron  Sahadath 
also  finished  a  great  rookie  year  by 
earning  silver  in  the  60m  hurdles, 
running  a  time  of  8.35  seconds. 

One  of  head  coach  Carl  Geor- 
gevski's  favourite  aspects  of  his 
team  was  the  competitiveness  of 
this  year's  version  of  the  Blues. 
"Both  the  men's  and  the  women's 
teams  really  scrapped  for  every 
one  hundredth  of  a  second... every 
millimetre  they  could  attain.  [It's] 
very  gratifying  for  a  coach  to  see 
the  athletes  demanding  the  very 
best  of  themselves." 

If  next  year's  version  of  the  Blues 
have  that  same  fire,  then  more  suc- 
cess is  sure  to  follow.  "Our  future 
looks  extremely  bright,  both  on 
the  mens  and  women's  side"  said 
Georgevski. 

Both  teams  ended  up  placing  sev- 
enth overall  at  the  national  champi- 
onships. The  results  might  seem  a 
disappointing  at  first  glance,  but  if 
success  is  measured  by  the  heart  of 
a  team,  then  the  Blues  have  won  in 
spades. 


COURTESY  OF  CIS 

Jocelyn  Adu-Gyumfi,  the  multi-talented  track  and  field  athlete, 
took  home  gold  in  the  long  jump  at  this  year's  nationals. 
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Mounting  Madness:  staying  afloat  in 
NCAA  basketball  season 


How  to  gamble  and  survive  in  the  month  of  March 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


By  the  time  you  read  this,  the  Madness  will  have  begun.  The  NCAA 
men's  college  basketball  tournament,  aka  March  Madness,  inspires 
betting  on  the  same  scale  as  the  Super  Bowl  as  65  Cinderellas, 
Sleepers,  and  Powerhouses  collide  on  courts  across  the  United 
States  for  the  vaunted  championship  title.  And  with  the  philosophy 
that  anything  can  happen — and  often  does — here's  a  look  at  some 
key  games  in  the  first  round  that  may  save  you  from  drowning  in 
your  office  pool. 


Phoenix  bracket:  #2 
Connecticut  Huskies  vs.  #15 
Vermont  Catamounts 

On  paper  this  game  is  a  blowout,  but 
with  UConn's  big  man  Emeica  Okafor 
suffering  from  back  problems  and 
his  back-up  Charlie  Villanueva  out 
with  busted  ankles,  the  stage  may  be 
set  for  an  upset.  Vermont  just  hap- 
pens to  be  lead  by  behemoth  Taylor 
Coppenrath,  who  dropped  43  points 
on  rival  Maine  after  coming  off  his 
own  injury.  If  Okafor  bows  out  early, 
will  Coppenrath  run  wild,  or  will 
UConn  star  Ben  Gordon  keep  them 
in  the  game  from  the  perimeter? 


East  Rutherford  bracket:  #8 
Texas  Tech  Red  Raiders  vs.  #9 
Charlotte  49ers 

The  winner  of  this  match-up  will 
most  likely  meet  #1  St.  Joe's,  who  all 
of  the  sudden  look  very  vulnerable 
down  the  middle  after  their  first  loss 
of  the  season  at  the  hands  of  Xavier. 
Could  they  be  the  first  top  seed  to 
drop?  The  Red  Raiders  have  been 
up  and  down  in  the  Big  12  all  year, 
and  Charlotte  is  a  solid  team  from  a 
strong  Conference-USA  contingent, 
but  either  team  could  catch  St. 
Joe's  napping  after  they  sleepwalk 
over  Liberty  in  the  first  round.  In 
this  classic  #8/#9  tilt,  blood  will  be 
shed,  but  will  it  be  red? 


Phoenix  bracket:  #6  Vanderbilt 
Commodores  vs.  #11  Western 
Michigan  Broncos 

Time  for  another  Big  MAC  attack? 
The  Mid-American  Conference 
has  constantly  wreaked  havoc 
in  March,  and  Western  Michigan 
survived  the  MAC  tourney  to 
represent  to  the  fullest  this  year. 
Vandy  dropped  fellow  SEC  bullies 
Mississippi  State  last  week,  but  the 
Commodores  will  have  to  make 
like  Neil  Young  and  remember 
Kent  State  if  they  want  to  move  on 
to  the  second  round 


St.  Louis  bracket:  #8 
Washington  Huskies  vs. 
#9  UAB  Blazers 

After  drubbing  previously  unde- 
feated Stanford,  Washington,  the 
darlings  of  the  PAC-10,  have  it  in 
tough  against  UAB,  who  kept  up 
with  Conference  USA  big  boys 
like  Louisville  and  Cincinnati  all 
season.  After  dropping  their  first 
five  PAC-10  match-ups,  Washing- 
ton has  been  on  a  tear,  and  hope 
their  stumble  against  Stanford  in 
the  rematch  was  simply  a  hang- 
over. With  Kentucky  looming  in 
the  second  round,  the  Huskies 
may  have  to  play  giant-killer  once 
again. 


Atlanta  bracket:  #5  Illinois 
Fighting  lllini  vs.  #12  Murray 
State  Racers 

Illinois  benefitted  from  a  weak  Big 
10  conference  this  year,  but  had  to 
pull  up  their  socks  to  beat  lesser 
lights  such  as  Ohio  State.  Murray 
State  looked  like  a  strong  candidate 
to  upset  until  their  second-lead- 
ing scorer  got  arrested  on  drug 
charges.  Will  his  loss  be  too  much 
for  the  Racers  to  overcome,  or  will 
it  make  the  Cinderella  upset  that 
much  sweeter?  Hey,  when  you've 
got  nothing  to  lose. . . 


March  20**^ 
Open  House 

for 

Summer  Positions 


Spin  Master  Toys  is  looking  for  enthusiastic, 
intelligent  people  to  join  our  summer  staff 

Positions  involve  traveling  across 
Canada  and  the  U.S. 
from  May  till  late  August 

We  will  be  holding  an  open  house  to  interview 
prospective  candidates 

Each  Person  will  have  3  minutes  to  impress 
so  make  it  count 

Saturday  March  20th,  8:30am-4pm 
at  our  Head  Office 
450  Front  Street  West  Toronto,  Ontario 

Please  RSVP  your  name  at 
summerjobs@spinmaster.com 
Bring  your  resume  to  the  open  house 

Experience  not  necessary! 
Valid  drivers  license  required 


Classifieds 


SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED 

Looking  for  men  between  the  ages  of 
18-38  to  participate  in  a  sperm  donor 
program  that  pays  up  to  $190  weekly. 
Call  XYTEX  at  416-924-3021. 

CAMP  COUNSELORS  WANTED 

For  private  Michigan  boys/gilrs  camps. 
Teach!  Swimming,  canoeing,  skiing,  sail- 
ing, sports,  computers,  tennis,  archery, 
riding,  crafts,  climbing,  golf,  guitar  & 
more!  Office  maintenance  jobs  too. 
Salary  $1750  on  up  plus  room/bd.  Apply 
online  www.greenwoodscamp.com,  or 
call  888-459-2492. 

MODELS  REQUIRED 

For  hair  cutting,  colouring  and  styling. 
Call  manager  at  Salon  Vivace  416-324- 
9008. 

HELP  WANTED 

Tutoring,  dance  instructors,  bar  staff, 
waiter/waitress,  ESL  teachers  needed. 
Contact:  416-993-2771. 

TUTOR  NEEDED 

Macro  tutor  needed  for  2nd  year 
economics  course.  Call  416-738-5784. 
Suitable  person,  pay  $40/hr. 

$30/HR  GUARANTEED  BY  CONTRACT 

Direct  sales  commercial  accounts  12 
week  summer  employment.  Sales  expe- 
rience preferred.  Vehicle,  computer/ 
internet  required.  Email  resume 
with  references  to  Sales  Manager: 
rosiegb@sympatico.ca  by  Mar.  22th. 


ROOM  FOR  SUBLET-HURON  &  BLOOR 

Laundry,  hardwoodfirs,  DSL  Internet 
and  Phone  included,  can  furnish,  move 
in  early  May  to  eariy  June,  call  416-964- 
7981. 


LARGE  BEACH  DUPLEX  ON  AN 
AMAZING  STREET 

Stunning  2  storey,  2  bedrooms,  2  modern 
baths,  fireplace,  skylights,  &  free  top 
deck.  $1,800  plus  utilities.  Available  mid 
April.  Call  416-690-5100  Dianne  Chaput. 

COTTAGE  WANTED 

Retired  couple,  non-smokers,  no  pets, 
wish  to  rent  a  3  bedroom  cottage  for 
full  04  season  (May  to  October).  Must  be 
drive  to  with  full  amenities,  preferably 
Georgian  Bay.  Phone  416-626-3898, 


FOR  PARTY  BOOKINGS  CALL 
THE  BEDFORD: 

416-966-4450  Ballroom  or  416-921-4600 
Academy. 


VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 

www.BookSpook.com 

books  buy  sell  trade. 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor.  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Explore  avenues  of  greater  self-aware- 
ness, personal  well-being  and  enhanced 
productivity.  Flexible  fee  scale.  Toronto 
trained.  Dana  Carciumaru.  M.A., 
O.A.C.C.P.R  Tel:  416-457-1878. 

ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies.  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessay@bellnet.ca 

STUDY  MEDICINE  IN  EUROPE 

www.medical-school.ca 
canadian-info@medical-school.ca 


PREPARE  FOR  EXAMS  NOW 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  133,135,136, 235,  CHM  138, 139, 
247,  PHYS  110,  STATS  221,  ECO  220.  Past 
tests  and  exams  with  solutions  available 
for  practice  (416)  785-8898. 


1  ^A^S  1  1  < 

VARSITY 

Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
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Dawn  of  the  debt:  budget  no  help  for  students 


byBRONWYNKIENAPPLE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Don't  hold  out  for  big  cash  from  the  new 
federal  budget.  While  babies  planning  to 
get  a  little  higher  education  will  find  some 
help  in  18-odd  years,  current  students 
have  less  to  look  forward  to. 

The  federal  budget,  announced  this 
Tuesday,  alloted  $251  million  for  higher 
education. 

Raising  the  weekly  loan  ceiling  will  swal- 
low up  $92  million  of  that  fund.  This  will 
allow  students  to  be  able  to  borrow  more 
per  week  to  pay  for  university. 

This  type  of  solution  to  making  higher 
education  more  accessible  has  Rick  Teller, 
the  Canadian  Federation  of  Students'  On- 
tario rep, enraged. 

"They're  saying  that  it's  okay  to  charge 
students  more  money,"  said  Telfer.  "Is  it 
relief  for  students  or  putting  more  of  the 
cost  on  students?" 

Grants  or  reducing  tuition  fees  would 
be  the  best  route,  he  argued.  "Student 
loans  are  a  regressive  policy  because  the 
more  we  lend  to  people,  it  means  they 
ultimately  have  to  pay  it  back. ..That's  a 
complete  inconsistency  with  the  principle 
that  education  is  a  fundamental  social  and 
human  right." 

Canada  Learning  Bonds  will  swallow  up 
$85  million.  Bonds  worth  $500  are  to  be 
bestowed  on  all  children  born  to  families 
earning  less  than  $35,000.  Until  the  age 
of  15,  $100  will  be  added  to  that  pot  an- 
nually. 

"Even  with  no  additional  contributions 
by  parents  or  others,  these  funds  could 
grow  to  nearly  $3,000  by  the  time  the  child 
turns  18,  providing  a  foundation  for  higher 
education  and  a  better  future,"  Finance 
Minister  Ralph  Goodale  told  the  House  of 
Commons  on  Tuesday.  "The  learning  bond 
will. benefit  more  than  120,000  newborn 


KARA  DILLON 

Canadian  Idol  host  Ben  Mulroney  visited  the  Career  Centre  Wednesday  to  talk  about  making  the  leap  from  history  major  to 
TV  personality.  Mulroney  helped  kick  off  the  centre's  "Great  Career  Series." 


children  this  year  alone." 

This  type  of  plan  is  all  smoke  and  mir- 
rors to  Telfer.  "This  is  a  program  that  no- 
body will  benefit  from  until  2020,  so  who 
cares?"  The  money  will  not  alleviate  the 
shortage  of  skilled  workers,  nor  the  needs 
of  current  students,  he  said. 

The  budget  does  provide  some  relief 


in  the  form  of  $3,000  which  will  be  doled 
out  to  kids  from  low  income  families.  The 
grant  is  to  be  for  the  first  year  of  univer- 
sity only.  Those  with  disabilities  will  re- 
ceive $2,000. 

Canada's  education  savings  grant  will 
also  be  getting  a  makeover.  The  govern- 
ment will  now  match  40  per  cent  of  con- 


less,  up  from  20  per  cent.  Families  with 
incomes  of  $75,000  and  under  will  see  an 
increase  to  30  per  cent. 

Research  at  universities  will  also  see  a 
$20  million  boost. 

The  budget  has  been  deemed  conserva- 
tive by  many  media  outlets,  with  the  low- 
est rate  of  new  spending  since  1998. 


US  is  trampling  on  international  law 
says  former  UN  ambassador 


byFEONCHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 


Former  UN  ambassador  Paul  Heinbecker 
echoed  many  of  this  sentiments  of  the 
weekend's  protest  against  the  war  in 
Iraq. 


A  glass  of  port,  anyone?  The  International 
Law  Society  held  its  final  "Port  Talk"  for 
the  school  term  on  Monday  featuring  Paul 
Heinbecker,  former  Canadian  Ambassador 
to  the  United  Nations.  The  International 
Law  Society  certainly  knew  how  to  draw 
a  crowd  by  offering  guests,  mostly  U  of 
T  law  students,  a  complimentary  glass  of 
port.  The  lecture  room  was  packed  with 
students,  professors  and  even  a  camera- 
man from  the  Global  television  network. 
The  event  was  sponsored  by  Aird  &  Berlis, 
a  Toronto-based  law  firm,  which  accepted 
seven  U  of  T  law  students  this  year. 

The  lecture  focused  on  the  International 
Criminal  Court,  the  UN  and  the  USA  in 
light  of  Iraq.  Heinbecker,  suffering  from  a 
mild  cold,  was  in  good  humour  and  began 


with  an  apology.  "Being  a  Canadian,  1  be- 
gin every  speech  with  an  apology.  Today, 
1  will  apologize  for  having  a  disappearing 
voice.  So  those  people  who  are  in  the  back 
row  might  want  to  risk  catching  whatever 
1  have  and  come  to  the  front  row,"  he 
quipped. 

In  the  45-minute  lecture,  Heinbecker  ad- 
dressed the  issue  of  the  Iraq  war,  the  US's 
unilateral  approach  and  disregard  of  in- 
ternational laws  with  the  main  point  that 
"the  US  administration  is  arguably  less 
interested  in  international  law  than  pre- 
vious administrations."  He  asked,  "What 
caused  this  change?  Why  did  the  United 
States  basically  overthrow  or  attempt  to 
overthrow  70  years  of  international  law? 
It  can't  just  be  because  the  United  States 
has  gained  unprecedented  power.. .some- 
thing else  has  to  be  there. ..was  it  9/11?" 

Throughout   the  lecture,  Heinbecker 


punctuated  the  seriousness  of  the  issue 
with  light  humour  and  often  shared  a 
laugh  with  the  audience.  "1  just  want  to 
make  it  clear  that  I'm  not  an  anti-Ameri- 
can...this  is  just  a  rant  by  somebody  who 
has  a  cold  and  not  rational  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  port,"  he  joked. 

However,  he  believed  two  crucial  ques- 
tions remain  to  be  answered.  Are  the  Iraq- 
is better  off  as  a  result  of  the  war  and  is 
the  world  better  off?  Heinbecker  believed 
for  the  Iraqis,  it  is  too  soon  to  tell.  But  for 
the  world,  the  answer  is  "no,"  referring  to 
the  recent  bombings  in  Spain.  Heinbecker 
further  claimed  that  Canadians  have  rea- 
son to  be  angry  with  the  US  because  the 
United  States  has  thrown  away  70  years 
of  international  law  and  has  undermined 
the  United  Nations.  He  added,  "The  US 
has  dug  itself  into  a  huge  hole." 
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New  College  Residences  ri^i 

Tel;  41 6-978-2477  Kffl 
www.ncwcollege.utoronto.ca/summer 
email:  summer.ncwcoilcgei?xitoronto,ca 


Stay  in  the  New  College  Residences 
this  summer  from  $22/day!  This 
price  includes  a  fiill  marche-style 
buffet  breakfast  daily. 


Also  included  in  every  room: 
-free  phone  for  local  calls 
-broadband  internet  hookup 
-air-conditioning 


For  more  info,  check  our  website  at:  www.newcoHege.utoronto.ca/summer 


PROFESSIONAL  COMMUNICATION  DEGREES 
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Communication  is  a  critical  and 
integral  element  in  today's  successful 
organizations.  We  offer  professional 
communication  degrees  that 
incorporate  theoretical  and  applied 
learning  through  a  combination  of 
online  courses  and  short  residencies. 

-  BA  and  MA  in  Applied  Communication 

-  MA  in  Intercultura!  &  International 
Communication. 

Contact  us  at  1-877-774-7272 

or  email  oll@royalroads,ca 

www.royalroads.ca 
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On  your  FREE  10-day 
trip  to  Israel... 

Let  Israelis  show  you  Israel! 

 Q 


Thousands  worldwide  fiave  let  the  Israelis  of 
Oranim-biithright  Israel  show  them  the  real  Israel. 

Join  Oranim  this  summer.  It's  going  to  be  hot! 


Register  today  at: 


WWW. 


Israel  FREE 


.com 


Multiple  Departure  Dates:  May,  June,  July  &  August  2004 
Departures  from:  Toronto,  NY.  LA,  Miami  &  Chicago 


TACtiT  -  J1'V5  J! 

birthright  israel 


Toll  Free:  1-888-281-1265 
info@lsraelFREE.com 
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Bound®! 

"Because  Practice  Without  Approach  is  Hazardous." 

For  a  legal  problem  you  want  a  lawyer. 
For  an  LSAT  book  you  want  the  finest  author. 
For  an  LSAT  PREP  Course  you  want  the  finest  teacher 
Only  prep.com  offers  all  three! 

This  sprjng  and  summer  John  Richardson,  BA.,  LLB,  J.D.  author  of 
Mastering  the  LSAT  and  Law  School  Bound  will  for  the  23''^ 
consecutive  year  PERSONALLY  teach  his  LIVE  program  on  the  U  of  T 
campus.  The  Mastering  The  LSAT  program  begins  May  8  and  May  15. 
Weekend  Prep  starts  May  8,  May  15,  May  29  &  June  4. 


To  suscribe  to  the  Law  School  Bound 
email  newsletter,  email:  lawnews@prep.com 
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York  admin  comes  down 
on  bickering  student  groups 

Hillel  Tshirt proclaims  "If  I  was  a  suicide  bomber,  you'd  be 
dead  by  now" 


by  SEAN  PALTER  and  ANGIEOLIVEIRA 


TORONTO  (CUP)— Two  warring 
student  groups  have  been  sus- 
pended at  York  University  for  a 
pair  of  illegal  demonstrations 
inside  the  school.  A  theatrical 
performance  at  York  University 
by  the  Solidarity  for  Palestinian 
Human  Rights  was  rivalled  last 
Tuesday  by  a  vigil  organized  by 
the  campus'  Hillel  organization 
and  a  group  called  the  Young  Zi- 
onist Partnership. 

Some  Hillel  members  wore 
shirts  that  read,  "If  I  was  a  spicide 
bomber,  you'd  be  dead  by  now," 
sparking  heated  debate  that 
quickly  turned  into  a  quarrel. 

The  vigil  by  the  Zionist  group 
and  Hillel,  the  school's  most  rec- 
ognizable Jewish  group,  was  said 
to  be  for  those  who  have  died 
from  terrorist  attacks. 

SPHR's  theatrical  performance 
was  planned  to  mark  the  one- 
year  anniversary  of  the  death 
of  Rachel  Corrie,  a  volunteer 
from  the  International  Solidarity 
Movement,  who  died  on  March 
16,  2003  after  being  crushed  by  a 
bulldozer  in  Gaza. 

Hillel's  vigil  took  place  outside 
Vari  Hall,  one  of  York's  central 
buildings.  While  the  event  started 
peacefully,  it  didn't  finish  that 
way. 

According  to  members  of  SPHR, 
their  demonstration  was  sched- 
uled to  start  at  noon.  But  the 


group  decided  to  stall  their  plans 
to  allow  Hillel's  members  time  to 
finish  their  vigil  to  avoid  conflict. 

"We  purposely  waited  for  [Hil- 
lel and  YZP]  to  do  their  thing  so 
we  wouldn't  have  to  clash,"  said 
SPHR  member  Liisa  Schofield. 

However,  at  approximately  12: 
40  p.m.,  a  row  quickly  erupted 
when  Hillel  and  YZP  members 
mobilized  to  confront  the  SPHR 
segment  just  inside  Vari  Hall. 

SPHR's  demonstration  con- 
sisted of  a  theatrical  performance 
put  on  by  participants  dressed  up 
as  Israeli  soldiers,  some  of  whom 
had  their  hands  clasped  together 
in  the  representation  of  a  gun. 
Other  participants  were  dressed 
up  as  Palestinian  civilians  and 
acted  out  their  interpretation 
of  what  occurs  at  Israeli  check- 
points. 

Jordie  Saperia,  Hillel  president, 
said  he  felt  the  group  of  200-plus 
Hillel  and  YZP  advocates  had  two 
choices — do  nothing,  or  "fight  the 
evil  lies." 

"[The  SPHR  members]  were 
trying  to  demonize  us,"  explained 
Saperia.  "When  people  are  trying 
to  spin  it  in  a  way  to  make  our 
side  evil,  we  have  to  come  out  and 
explain  and  refute  this  lie  and  we 
are  doing  so  by  providing  context 
to  explain  why  Israel  uses  certain 
security  measures  such  as  check- 
points." 

Others  said  they  failed  to  see 
the  educational  benefit. 
"I  just  think,  honestly,  all  of  this 


Time  to  strut 


Toronto  Fashion  Week  is  in  full  swing  down  at  the  Liberty  Grand, 
where  the  latest  from  designer  and  U  of  T  neuroscience  grad  Ariel 
Garten's  Flavourhall  boutique  was  showcased. 


is  ridiculous,"  said  Randy  Oren- 
stein,  a  councillor  for  the  York 
Federation  of  Students.  "This  is 
just  pointless,  it  isn't  educational. 
This  is  showmanship,  and  I  think 
it  is  for  the  benefit  of  those  in- 
volved more  than  anything  else." 

Some  members  of  the  Jewish 
community  felt  disgusted  by  the 
way  Hillel  and  YZP  carried  out 
their  message. 

"Frankly,  I  think  those  T-shirts 
are  intimidating  and  they  upset 
me  more  than  any  protest,"  said 
Annie  Gilbert,  a  fourth-year  reli- 
gious studies  major. 

Saperia  maintains  the  shirts 
were  meant  to  create  awareness 
of  current  issues  surrounding  ter- 
ror attacks  like  the  recent  bomb- 
ings in  Madrid. 

"On  behalf  of  Hillel  I  offer  no 
apologies  [for  the  T-shirts],"  he 
said.  "We're  creating  an  aware- 
ness about  the  nature  of  suicide 
bombers." 

Gilbert  said  these  tactics  do 
not  promote  peace  or  dialogue  on 
campus. 

"This  is  not  a  Jewish  thing,"  she 
said.  "This  is  a  political  propagan- 
da program  put  on  by  Hillel  and 
this  is  the  message  that  Hillel  is 
constantly  sending  ...  to  the  Jew- 
ish students  on  campus,  that  this 
is  okay,  that  this  'let's  fight  fire 
with  fire'  attitude  is  okay." 

According  to  SPHR  members, 
their  skit  was  cut  short  due  to  the 
unexpected  arrival  of  Hillel  and 
YZP  members. 

"They  came  as  a  surprise,"  said 
Sara  Nicos,  co-president  of  SPHR. 
"I  don't  know  how  they  found  out 
about  our  event." 

Nicos  described  the  clash  as 
"violent,  aggressive  and  hateful." 

Hillel  vice-president  Seth  Win- 
berg  said  violence  was  not  the 
intention  of  his  group. 

"While  things  may  have  been 
loud,  no  one  from  Hillel  was  inter- 
ested in  violence,"  he  said. 

Both  groups  broke  out  into 
simultaneous  chants,  with  those 
supporting  the  Israeli  check- 
points screaming,  "Checkpoints 
save  lives."  Students  against  the 
checkpoints  yelled,  "West  Bank 
Gaza  under  attack.  What  do  we 
do,  stand  up,  fight  back." 

As  the  chants  grew  louder, 
the  opposing  forces  screamed 
in  each  other's  faces  and  waved 
signs.  The  confrontation  lasted 
for  almost  an  hour  before  ad- 
ministration asked  the  groups  to 
disperse. 

"It's  a  university,  we  do  pro- 
vide that  kind  of  forum  and  op- 
portunity," said  Nancy  White,  a 
university  spokesperson.  "People 
who  are  participating  in  this  have 
strongly  held  views  on  an  issue 
and  we  do  want  to  encourage 
them  to  participate  and  take  part 
in  democratic  activities.  I  think 
we  achieved  that." 

Dan  Freeman-Maloy,  a  member 
of  SPHR  who  was  very  vocal  at 
the  event,  also  criticized  the  ad- 
ministration. 

"People  here  in  solidarity  activ- 
ism have  had  their  faith  in  the  ad- 
ministration shattered,"  he  said. 
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More  low-income  students  at  U  of  T  says  annual  survey 

But  majority  of  students  in  professional  faculties  have  debt  over  ooo 


by  GRAHAM  F.  SCOTT 

VARSIiy  STAFF 


The  number  of  lower-income 
students  at  U  of  T  has  risen  over 
the  past  year,  a  new  survey  has 
concluded. 

The  annual  Student  Finance  Sur- 
vey asked  a  random  sampling  of  U 
of  T  undergraduates,  professional 
faculty  students,  and  graduate 
students  to  estimate  their  fami- 
lies" income.  For  2003,  37  per  cent 
of  undergraduates  at  U  of  T  had 
families  making  less  than  $50,000 
per  year,  up  from  29  per  cent  last 
year. 

University  President  Robert 
Birgeneau  says  the  increase  in  en- 
rolment of  lower-income  students 
is  a  trend  in  the  right  direction. 

"This  is  very  good  news,"  Birge- 
neau said.  "The  data  indicate  that 
our  strategy  of  extensive  needs- 
based  financial  aid  coupled  with 
a  fair  contribution  by  students 


to  the  cost  of  their  education  is 
working." 

Among  undergraduates,  stu- 
dents whose  parents  made  be- 
tween $30,000  and  $49,999  were 
the  largest  group,  at  just  over  20 

2003 


per  cent.  The  number  of  under- 
graduates whose  parents  make 
more  than  $100,000  declined  this 
year  to  10.6  per  cent  from  more 
than  15  per  cent  a  year  ago. 
Lower-income    doctoral  stu- 


dents made  the  biggest  gain. 
In  2002,  21  per  cent  of  doctoral 
candidates'  families  made  less 
than  $50,000,  but  that  number 
shot  to  more  than  36  per  cent  in 
2003.  Birgeneau  credits  a  new  sup- 


Parents  Income  (2002) 

Frequency 

Percent 

Less  than  $30,000 

391 

16.9% 

Between  $30,000  and  $49,999 

480 

20.8% 

Between  $50,000  and  $69,999 

428 

18.5% 

Between  $70,000  and  $99,999 

378 

16.4% 

Between  $100,000  and  $150,000 

157 

6.8% 

More  than  $150,000 

89 

3.9% 

Refused  to  answer 

37 

1.6% 

Don't  know 

349 

15.1% 

Total 

2309 

100% 

*A  total  of  2309  students  were  surveyed 


port  package  for  doctoral-stream 
students  which  U  of  T  introduced 
in  2001. 

The  student  finance  survey  is 
one  section  of  a  report  by  David 
Farrar,  Vice-Provost  of  Students, 
which  also  examined  student 
debt  and  the  university's  finan- 
cial-aid programs.  The  number 
of  students  at  U  of  T  with  OSAP 
debt  over  $25,000  rose  to  8  per 
cent,  while  almost  75  per  cent  of 
students  taking  law,  dentistry, 
medicine  or  pharmacy  have  debt 
as  high  as  $75,000. 

"We  must  continue  to  explore 
ways  to  improve  financial  support 
for  students,"  said  Birgeneau.  "We 
need  to  pay  particular  attention  to 
ongoing  improvement  in  the  par- 
ticipation rates  of  lower-income 
students  in  our  professional  pro- 
grams and  ensuring  that  students 
from  middle-income  families  can 
access  adequate  financial  aid  from 
the  province  and  the  university." 


Dalai  Lama  to  visit  U  of  T 


by  CARMEN  NG 


The  Dalai  Lama  will  be  visiting  To- 
ronto at  the  end  of  this  coming  April 
to  confer  the  Kalachakra  Initiation, 
one  of  the  most  important  of  the 
Buddhist  rituals  and  teachings.  Dur- 
ing this  time,  he  will  be  receiving  an 
honorary  doctor  of  laws  degree  at 
a  special  convocation  ceremony  at 
U  of  T.  He  will  also  be  awarded  the 
International  Acharya  Sushil  Kumar 
Peace  Award. 

His  Holiness  the  14""  Dalai  Lama, 
Tenzin  Gyatsb,  was  born  in  1935  in 
northern  Tibet  and  was  recognized 
as  the  reincarnation  of  the  13"^  Dalai 
Lama  at  the  age  of  two.  He  is  the  spiri- 
tual and  the  political  leader  of  the 
Tibetan  people,  and  has  been  living 
in  exile  in  Dharamsala,  India,  since 
1959.  Since  then,  he  has  continuously 
represented  the  Tibetan  people  and 
fought  for  Tibet's  freedom  through 
non-violence.  The  Dalai  Lama's  com- 
mitment to  peace  and  non-violence 
has  been  recognized  internationally, 
and  in  1989  he  was  awarded  the  pres- 
tigious Nobel  Peace  Prize. 

For  over  half  a  century,  the  Dalai 
Lama  and  the  Tibetan  people  have 
been  working  to  obtain  religious  free- 
doms and  political  autonomy  from 
China.  And  for  over  half  a  century, 
they  have  been  promoting  their  cause 
peacefully,  while  those  still  living  in 
Tibet  continually  face  violence  from 
China's  People's  Liberation  Army 
(PLA).  Since  the  invasion  of  Tibet  by 
the  communist  Chinese  in  1949,  over 
one  million  Tibetans  have  died.  Pres- 


ently in  Tibet,  there  is  no  freedom  of 
speech,  religion,  or  press.  To  show  a 
picture  of  the  Dalai  Lama  in  public 
is  forbidden.  Tibetans  are  arrested 
and  imprisoned  without  trial,  and 
sometimes  tortured  or  executed. 
The  resettlement  of  Han  Chinese  into 
Tibet  by  the  Chinese  government  has 
made  the  Tibetans  a  minority  in  their 
own  land.  They  have  been  marginal- 
ized economically  and  are,  in  effect, 
second-class  citizens. 

The  Chinese  government  has  also 
wreaked  havoc  on  Tibet's  fragile 
environment  through  extraction  of 
natural  resources,  extensive  defores- 
tation and  dumping  of  nuclear  waste. 

Presently,  the  international  com- 
munity has  put  minimal  effort  to 
pressure  China  to  improve  its  human 
rights  record.  Although  discussion 
has  begun  between  the  two  groups, 
development  has  been  slow  and  in- 
ternational support  will  most  likely 
be  needed  to  ensure  success  and  fair- 
ness in  the  negotiation  process. 

The  Dalai  Lama's  honourary  de- 
gree ceremony  will  be  Tuesday,  April 
27  at  4pm  at  Convocation  Hall.  His 
Holiness  will  be  in  Toronto  from  April 
25  to  May  5  to  lead  the  Kalachakra 
Initiation.  At  U  of  T,  students  can 
learn  about  the  issue  more  through 
Students  for  a  Free  Tibet  (SFT). 
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Native  philosopher  wraps  up  Aboriginal 
Lecture  Series  with  talk  on  poverty 


by  NAOMI  FANCE 

VftRSITY  STAFF  


Seneca  nations  activist  and  phi- 
losopher John  Mohawlc  headed 
a  discussion  at  the  Koffler 
institute  on  Monday  evening. 
Mohawi<,  a  professor  and  head 
of  Indian  Studies  at  the  State 
University  of  New  Yori<  at  Buf- 
falo, gave  the  last  talk  for  the 
year  in  the  Aboriginal  Studies 
Distinguished  Lecture  Series. 
His  topic  was  the  making  of  Na- 
tive poverty  in  Canada  and  the 
US.  The  poorest  populations  in 
the  United  States  are  living  on 
Native  reserves,  said  Mohawk. 

Mohawk  went  on  to  give  a  brief 
history  of  the  various  ways  that 
the  Aboriginal  peoples  of  North 
America  had  been  disenfran- 
chised and  how  this  had  led  to 
the  poverty  that  is  now  being  so 
widely  experienced.  The  profes- 
sor touched  on  many  interesting 
points,  including  how  corpora- 
tions had  used  the  poor  settler 
hunger  for  land  to  enrich  them- 
selves.  Mohawk  talked  about 


the  Indian  Wars  and  pointed 
out  that  many  victories  against 
the  U.S.  army  were  poorly  docu- 
mented or  went  un-dramatized 
in  movies.  The  modern  United 
States  army  was  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  fighting  in  the  Indian 
Wars,  said  Mohawk. 

One  of  the  shocking  facts 
that  Dr.  Mohawk  shared  with 
the  audience  was  that  the  Mas- 
sassaugas  of  New  Credit  were 
paid  the  equivalent  of  $30  for 
land  the  size  of  Toronto.  The 
professor  described  some  of 
the  U.S.  government's  damag- 
ing aboriginal  policies  such  as 
forced  relocation  in  which  many 
died  and  were  ripped  away  from 
their  homes  and  the  strategy  of 
"allotment"  where  natives  were 
given  small  pieces  of  farmland 
to  help  "civilize"  them,  but  lost 
their  ancestral  territory  as  a 
result. 

Although  the  Canadian  Ab- 
originals had  not  experienced 
the  same  level  of  bloodshed  as 
those  south  of  the  border,  Mo- 
hawk had  strong  words  about 


the  atrocities  committed  in  this 
country.  Here  "education  has 
been  used  as  a  tool  to  embrace 
Canadian  nationalism  and  to 
de-Indianize."  He  referred  to  the 
incidents  of  abuse  in  boarding 
schools.  "Canada's  participa- 
tion in  boarding  schools  ranks 
Canada  as  [the]  country  with 
the  most  to  atone  for."  Taking 
control  of  education  is  very  im- 
portant, according  to  Mohawk. 
"We  need  to  define  what  kind  of 
education  we  need." 

Mohawk  explained  why  he 
believed  that  the  government 
was  dragging  it's  feet  with  land 
claims,  "What  they're  really 
hoping  for  is  that  under  current 
membership  rules  bands  will 
decline  in  number  and  become 
extinct."  Although  there  will 
still  be  aboriginals,  they  will  not 
technically  be  part  of  bands  and 
therefore  eligible  for  compensa- 
tion. 

In  dialogue  with  the  audience 
following  the  historical  back- 
ground. Dr.  Mohawk  expressed 
his  hope  for  the  future.  "We've 


got  a  lot  of  work  to  do  but  I'm 
optimistic."  He  stressed  the 
need  for  people  to  take  aborigi- 
nal studies  and  to  do  research 
because  he  believes  that  it  is 
a  field  in  which  there  is  still  a 
huge  amount  of  work  to  be  done 
and  many  questions  that  have 
yet  to  be  answered.  "Nations 
are  imagined  communities.  A 
nation  makes  itself  by  imagin- 
ing itself.  Then  it  pursues  that 
vision.  That's  what  they  stole 
from  us.  People  don't  know  how 
to  get  it  back." 

Mohawk  sees  great  steps  be- 
ing taken  by  aboriginal  leaders 
around  the  world,  especially 
in  South  America  where  they 
are  gaining  a  real  voice.  "In 
our  lifetime  1  think  that  one  of 
the  states  in  the  Western  hemi- 
sphere will  fall  into  the  hands  of 
Indigenous  peoples." 

The  Department  of  Aboriginal 
Studies  is  also  running  a  Liter- 
ary Reading  series,  with  the 
final  guest  Kateri  Akiwenzie- 
Damm  appearing  April  1  at  First 
Nations  House  at  4:15  pm. 
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Governing  Council 
approves  more  fees 
for  students 


by  IAN  HA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  University  Affairs  Board  (UAB) 
approved  anotfier  round  of  ancil- 
lary fee  increases  at  last  Tuesday's 
University  Affairs  Board  Governing 
Council  meeting. 

Operating  plans  for  all  three  uni- 
versity campuses  v^rere  approved, 
as  well  as  those  for  Athletics  and 
Recreation,  Hart  House  and  Service 
Ancillaries. 

Budget  expenses  will  cover  all  an- 
cillary facilities  including  residences, 
parking,  conference  and  food  ser- 
vices. 

Vice  Provost,  Students,  David  H. 
Farrar  said  the  increase  is  necessary 
to  cover  rising  budget  expenditures. 
"[The]  increases  go  to  covering  oper- 
ating expenses,  everything  from  in- 
creased utility  expenses  to  increases 
in  employment  benefits,"  he  said. 
Farrar  added  the  hikes  were  within 
limits  of  years  past.  "This  is  pretty 
comparable  to  previous  years." 

Of  the  nine  residences  under 
budget  review,  six  will  see  room 
rate  hikes  next  year.  University  Col- 
lege will  see  the  biggest  increase  of 
nine  per  cent  for  2004-2005.  Both 
Innis  College  and  Graduate  House 
are  forecasting  operating  budget 
surpluses  of  $202,513  and  $263,536 
for  2003-2004,  respectively.  Operat- 
ing losses,  however,  are  predicted  for 
Scarborough  and  New  College  for  the 
next  three  years  at  least. 

The  UAB  budget  approvals  come 
just  days  after  the  university  an- 
nounced a  two  per  cent  budget  cut 
for  the  2004-2005  operating  year — a 
2.6  per  cent  drop  from  this  year. 

Despite  the  falling  numbers,  the 
university  administrators  say  U  of  T 
faces  serious  financial  pressures  as 


it  moves  forward  to  built  the  "best 
public  university  in  the  world." 

"The  university  has  serious  budget 
problems.  We're  looking  at  budget 
cuts  for  the  foreseeable  future,"  said 
Farrar. 

Ancillary  fees — costs  added  on  top 
of  tuition — are  drawn  independently 
from  the  university  budget  and  are 
paid  entirely  by  students.  Ancillary 
fee  structures  are  approved  by  stu- 
dents and  are  heavily  reviewed  by 
them. 

"We  couldn't  do  it  without  the  stu- 
dents. They  really  are  terrific,"  said 
Karen  Lewis,  assistant  dean.  Faculty 
of  Physical  Education  and  Health. 

In  an  attempt  to  spruce  up  revenue 
to  meet  surging  demand,  the  faculty 
had  approved  a  6.67  per  cent  ses- 
sional fee  increase  for  St.  George, 
bringing  full-time  fees  to  $97.69  and 
part-time  fees  to  $19.54  per  term; 
UTM  and  UTSC  will  see  no  increase. 
The  fee  raise  is  a  response  to  meet  a 
"woefully  under-funded"  co-curricu- 
lar  program  hit  hard  by  salary  and 
benefit  increases  and  rising  univer- 
sity facilities  and  services  charges. 

Although  the  ancillary  fee  increase 
is  "a  little  more"  than  last  year,  says 
Lewis,  she's  thrilled  it's  permanent. 
"It's  wonderful  this  year  that  stu- 
dents have  supported  it."  Lewis  also 
says  the  permanent  hike  was  ap- 
proved by  both  SAC  and  APUS. 

The  faculty,  however,  is  still  look- 
ing to  meet  growing  student  demand. 
"We  don't  have  a  lot  of  room,  and  we 
know  we're  going  to  have  more  stu- 
dents using  our  facilities  and  servic- 
es," said  Lewis.  "We  have  a  high  de- 
mand we  can  t  meet  in  intramurals. 
In  terms  of  demand  for  programs, 
it's  huge.  We  may  have  to  make  some 
major  decisions  about  the  number  of 
programs  we  offer." 


opinions@thevarsity.ca 


Opinion 


Analysis 


Thursday,  March  25, 2004  5 


Ten  things  to  remember 
when  the  chips  are  down 


by  ANDY  CANIVET 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Life  has  a  way  of  shattering  your  illu- 
sions, especially  if  you  go  polcing  at 
them  by  asking  silly  questions — "the" 
question — What  does  my  life  mean? 
Where  do  I  fit  into  this  world?  How  can 
I  be  happy? 

If  you've  been  reasonably  successful 
in  life,  you  probably  don't  understand 
why  anybody  would  get  so  hung  up  on 
the  meaning  of  things.  That's  because 
you  only  wonder  about  the  meaning  of 
life  when  life  has  lost  its  meaning. 

You  don't  ask  the  question,  the 
question  asks  you — and  once  it  does 
there's  no  going  back.  You're  a  ghost, 
out  of  step  with  everything,  and  you 
have  no  choice  but  to  search  for  an  an- 
swer or  die  trying,  because  until  you 
do  there  is  no  peace  and  there  is  no 
joy  and  everj^hing  else  is  pointless. 

There  seems  to  be  a  lot  of  this  going 
around — especially  in  a  world  full  of 
inane,  mechanical  jobs,  and  frivolous 
mechanical  distractions.  It's  so  much 
easier  to  get  hammered  or  watch  Sur- 
vivor than  confront  the  nagging  sus- 
picion that  most  of  your  life  is  utterly 
without  purpose,  and  that  you  could 
easily  be  replaced  by  a  well-trained 
raccoon. 

The  question  is;  what  can  you  do  to 
keep  life  meaningful? 

Beats  me.  All  1  know  is  that  there  are 
a  few  things — mostly  common  sense 
things — that  have  really  seemed  to 
help.  Of  course,  they're  easy  to  forget, 
which  is  why  it  can  never  hurt  to  hear 
them  again. 

So,  for  all  the  dreamers  and  aching, 
lost  souls  out  there;  you're  not  alone. 
Here  are  ten  things  to  remember 
when  the  chips  are  down;  ideally  at 
all  times: 

1.  Be  aware  of  your  own  ignorance. 
Ask  questions.  The  best  way  to  avoid 
having  your  illusions  shattered  unex- 
pectedly is  to  shatter  them  yourself. 
We're  always  piling  up  new  percep- 
tions, so  we  have  to  constantly  knock 
them  down  before  they  get  too  big — a 
bit  like  avalanche  control  for  your 
mind.  So  find  out  what  you're  ignoring. 
What  do  you  think  about,  say,  abor- 
tion, capitalism,  or  the  annoying  guy 
sitting  next  to  you  in  lecture?  Pretend 
you  are  absolutely  wrong  for  a  minute, 
and  see  what  you  learn. 

2.  Judgments  are  self-fulfilling.  If  you 
figure  somebody  doesn't  like  you, 
you  scowl  at  them,  they  scowl  back, 
and  now  it's  clear  that  nobody  likes 
each  other.  But  what  if  you'd  smiled 
instead?  If  you  feel  worthless,  you  act 
worthless,  and  people  treat  you  like 
you're  worthless.  If  you  don't  trust 


people,  people  won't  trust  you...  it 
goes  on  and  on. 

3.  Actions  are  all  that  matter.  It  doesn't 
matter  what  you  believe,  or  intend,  or 
who  you  think  you  are.  All  the  world 
sees  is  what  you  say  and  do — so  be 
very  very  careful  about  what  you  say 
and  do,  and  nevermind  the  rest.  When 
dealing  with  others,  focus  on  what 
they  do,  not  on  why  they  do  it. 

4.  Pay  attention.  Find  the  lesson  in 
everything.  Distinguish  what  you 
can  control  from  what  you  can't.  Pay 
attention  to  what  you're  paying  at- 
tention to.  If  you're  so  inclined,  learn 
yoga  or  mindfulness  or  some  other 
skill  that  helps  you  challenge  your  il- 
lusions before  they  fall  on  you. 

5.  Be  kind.  You  know,  the  standard 
stuff.  Be  generous  with  your  atten- 
tion, and  don't  take  it  personally  when 
people  don't  give  you  theirs.  Never  as- 
sume anyone  is  your  enemy  until  they 
prove  it  to  you,  and  realize  that  evil  is 
usually  a  symptom  of  fear. 

6.  Challenge  yourself.  Don't  give  in  to 
fear.  Ever.  If  you  give  in  to  fear,  you 
reward  yourself  by  retreating  from 
the  situation.  If  you  face  up  to  your 
fear,  you  overcome  it.  You  might  have 
trouble  climbing  Mount  Everest,  or 
climbing  out' of  bed  in  the  morning, 
but  whatever  you  find  difficult,  do  it, 
then  find  the  next  challenge. 

7.  Take  care  of  yourself — eat  right, 
exercise,  have  a  routine,  and  have  a 
plan.  Life  will  seem  extra  pointless  if 
you  don't  give  yourself  a  point,  so  set 
some  goals,  then  work  toward  them. 
Pace  yourself,  but  move  forward. 

8.  Be  a  sport.  Whoever  said  life  wasn't 
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fair  forgot  who  made  the  rules.  Noth- 
ing that  can  ever  happen  to  us  violates 
any  law  of  nature,  so  we  have  no 
reason  to  complain.  Mourn  when  you 
must — tend  your  wounds — but  accept 
the  event.  Deal  with  it,  don't  deny  it,  or 
it  will  just  take  longer  to  heal. 

9.  Diversify.  Stay  physically,  mentally, 
and  socially  active. Have  a  lot  of  wide 
and  varied  interests,  and  explore  ev- 
erything. If  one  thing  that  makes  you 
happy  falls  through,  you'll  have  other 
things  to  keep  you  motivated  and  en- 
gaged with  life. 

10.  Smile.  Everything's  just  better 
when  you  smile.  Even  when  you're  in 
excruciating  pain.  You  feel  better.  Oth- 
er people  feel  better.  It's  just  better. 

Now,  if  only  I  could  follow  my  own 
advice... 

Ten  things  not  to  do  on  the 
road  to  happiness: 

1.  Don't  give  advice. 

2.  Don't  listen  to  self-indulgent 
opinions  pieces. 

3.  Don't  forget  to  take  out  the  trash. 
No,  really.  Recycling  pickup  in  this 
city  only  comes  once  every  two 
weeks — that  shit  piles  up! 

4.  Don't  forget  how  to  have  fun. 

5.  Don't  assume  it's  all  your  fault. 

6.  Don't  assume  it's  everyone  else's 
.fault. 

7.  Don't  be  afraid  to  make  fool  of 
yourself. 

8.  Don't  lose  your  sense  of  humour, 
even  if  it  is  cheesy  (more  puns!). 

9.  Don't  invest  your  happiness  in 
fleeting  things. 

10.  Don't  keep  kicking  when  the 
horse  is  clearly  dead. 
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Interfering 
admin 

Re:  ASS  if  finding  Nimmo 
memo  a  little  fishy,  Mar.  18. 

Although  the  memo  by  the  Academ- 
ic Bridging  Department  distrib- 
uted to  professors  may  not  have 
overtly  stated  that  the  student  was 
endorsed,  it  was  certainly  implied. 
Clearly  the  administration  should 
have  known  this  would  increase  the 
chances  they  would  vote  for  her. 
Yet  no  effort  was  made  on  the  part 
of  the  administration  to  inform  the 
other  candidates  that  they  had  the 
same  opportunity. 

Holly  Andrews-Taylor  noted  in  the 
article  that  she  did  not  know  about 
the  biased  treatment.  However, 
absence  of  knowledge  does  not  take 
away  from  the  impact.  Clearly  when 
an  administrator  puts  pressure  on 
their  employees  and  teachers  to 
advocate  voting  for  one  candidate,  it 
is  an  abuse  of  power. 

Interestingly,  the  administration 
themselves  understand  the  implica- 
tions of  such  interference.  I  also  was 
a  candidate  in  this  year's  election. 
At  one  point  I  requested  several 
administrators  to  forward  election 
information  to  my  graduate  student 
constituency,  thinking  this  was  an 
option  available  to  every  candidate. 
My  request  was  denied  on  the  fol- 
lowing basis: 

"I  do  not  believe  that  it  would  be 
appropriate  for  me  to  help  you  out 
with  your  campaign  by  forwarding 
your  message  to  campus  organiza- 
tions. To  do  so  at  this  point  in  the 
campaign  period  could  be  interpret- 
ed as  favoritism  to  one  candidate 
by  a  part  of  the  University  admin- 
istration. Given  the  timing,  other 
candidates  are  not  likely  to  get  the 
same  opportunity" — Jim  Delaney, 
Assistant  Director,  Student  Affairs 

I  strongly  agree  that  on  no  occa- 
sion should  favoritism  be  practiced 
by  the  administration.  How  is  it  that 
this  logic  did  not  extend  to  instanc- 
es in  which  the  administration  had  a 
preferred  candidate?  If  information 
is  to  be  distributed  through  official 
channels  all  candidates  should  be 
informed  of  such  opportunities. 
Although  the  election  rules  may 
not  explicitly  state  anything  on  this 
matter,  it  is  important  that  elections 
follow  the  rules  of  consistency,  fair- 
ness and  independence.  These  are 
basic  principles  that  should  be  self- 
evident.  With  a  mere  eight  students 
on  the  fifty-member  Governing 
Council,  students  should  at  least 
decide  their  own  representation 
without  administrative  interference! 

Oriel  Varga 

UofT  Governor  Elect  2004 


Metropass 
charge  not  fare 


Am  1  the  only  one  who  is  (on  prin- 
ciple) upset  that  SAC  is  charging  us 
money  for  the  privilege  of  purchas- 
ing metropasses? 

I  thought  the  whole  purpose 
of  SAC  was  to  provide  services  to 
students.  Why  should  1  be  expected 
to  pay  a  service  charge  for  a  service 
provided  by  SAC  to  students?  What 
the  hell  are  my  SAC  fees  going 
towards? 

SAC  should  not  be  able  to  (in  ef- 
fect) charge  a  tax  on  the  purchase 
of  metropasses.  I  wonder  if  the  TTC 
knows  of  or  endorses  this  practice. 

George  Jones 


Varsity  abortion 
coverage  missing 


On  March  17th,  the  Genocide 
Awareness  Project  attracted 
hundreds  of  students  to  the  Sid 
Smith  patio  over  the  course  of  the 
day.  Recognizing  the  significance 
of  this  event,  representatives  from 
campus  media  at  other  universities 
interviewed  me. 

However,  The  Varsity  whose  office 
is  just  steps  away  from  the  event, 
was  nowhere  to  be  found.  Had  it 
been  a  Sex  Fest  or  Sex  Toys  event 
no  doubt  The  Varsity  would  have 
been  quick  to  respond  and  report. 
But  this  event,  dealing  with  per- 
haps the  most  serious  social  justice 
issue  of  our  time — the  humanity 
of  the  unborn — was  completely 
ignored. 

Your  staff  may  have  their  own 
opinions  on  the  abortion  issue,  but 
for  the  main  newspaper  at  a  major 
university  to  fail  so  miserably  in 
its  reporting  duties  is  a  serious 
poverty  that  1  hope  will  be  rectified 
in  the  future. 

Elaine  Barber 

President,  U  of  T Students  for  Life 
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SCIENCE  BRIEFS 

Human  breasts 
grown  on  mice 

Biomedical  researchers  have  found  a 
way  to  grow  human  breast  tissue  on 
the  chests  of  mice — complete  with 
milk  ducts.  The  purpose  is  to  gain  a 
better  understanding  of  cancer.  Sci- 
entists normally  use  genetically  engi- 
neered mice  to  study  the  disease,  but 
mouse  cancer  is  slightly  different  from 
our  own,  so  this  method  should  give 
researchers  a  more  accurate  picture 
of  what  goes  on  in  the  development  of 
breast  cancer.  Previous  work  on  breast 
cancer  in  mice  only  involved  the  graft- 
ing of  one  type  of  breast  cell,  but  this 
study  is  the  first  time  biologists  have 
been  able  to  graft  both  main  types  of 
human  breast  cells  into  mice — epithe- 
lial cells,  which  line  the  milk  ducts,  and 
support  cells  called  fibroblasts. 
-ZOE  CORMIER 
Source:  Nature 


Mars  once  wet  and 
salty 

NASA  reported  on  Tuesday  that  the 
rover  Opportunity  may  be  exploring 
an  area  that  was  once  covered  in  salt 
water.  Rippled  patterns  in  the  rocks 
near  the  rover  indicate  that  the  rocks 
were  shaped  by  the  currents  of  water 
and  not  simply  by  wind.  This  is  the 
first  time  scientists  have  found  clear 
evidence  of  water  on  the  surface  of 
Mars  as  opposed  to  below  ground 
level.  The  water  was  probably  at  least 
five  centimeters  deep,  and  flowed 
about  a  speed  of  10  to  50  centimetres 
per  second.  Chemical  deposits  in  the 
area  suggest  that  the  water  was  salty 
like  the  primordial  seas  on  earth,  lend- 
ing further  support  to  the  idea  that  the 
planet  once  harboured  life. 
-ZC 

Source:  NASA 


Small  jaws  for  big 
brains 

A  hot  new  theory  in  human  biology 
suggests  that  our  ancestors  were  able 
to  evolve  massive  brains  because  their 
jaws  shrunk.  Researchers  found  that  a 
certain  muscle  protein  is  much  smaller 
in  humans  than  in  other  primates, 
resulting  in  relatively  weak  muscles.  It 
would  seem  that  a  genetic  mutation  re- 
suiting  in  weaker  jaw  muscles  worked 
in  our  favour,  so  to  speak,  by  forcing 
the  jaws  to  shrink  and  thus  freeing 
up  skull  space  and  allowing  the  brain 
to  expand  threefold.  Moreover,  the 
gene  for  this  muscle  protein  appeared 
at  about  the  same  time  that  we  did, 
lending  support  to  the  controversial 
theory. 
-ZC 

Source:  Science 


Don't  get  caught  dirty  handed 


byPR.W.GIFFORD-JONES 

The  question  is,  how  to  get  the 
public's  attention.  It's  not  easy. 
Consider  the  number  of  people  who 
still  smoke.  Or  gorge  on  fast  food. 
This  happens  in  spite  of  constant 
warnings  of  the  dangers.  But  now 
and  then  an  unexpected  event  sud- 
denly arouses  the  public  psyche. 
When  fear  is  involved,  people  react 
en  masse.  One  such  event  has  even 
had  an  affect  on  the  hygiene  of  To- 
rontonians  and  other  travellers. 

A  study  by  the  American  Society 
of  Microbiology  (AMS)  showed  how 
SARS  had  affected  the  way  Toronto- 
nians  washed  their  hands.  During 
August  observers  were  stationed 
in  washrooms  at  Toronto's  and  five 
other  North  American  international 
airports.  The  7,500  people  being 
watched  were  not  on  candid  cam- 
era. But  they  had  no  idea  they  were 
part  of  an  investigation. 

Investigators  found  that  71  to  81 
per  cent  of  travellers  using  toilets  in 
New  York,  San  Francisco,  Chicago, 
Dallas  and  Miami  washed  their 
hands,  the  same  percentage  found 
in  an  earlier  survey  conducted  in 
2000.  The  fact  that  20  to  30  per 
cent  walked  out  dirty-handed  is  a 
sad  commentary  on  hygiene.  It  also 
means  the  bathroom  door  handle  is 


chock-full  with  bacteria. 

But  what  about  Pearson  Airport 
in  Toronto?  Those  of  us  with  grey 
hair  remember  that  Toronto  used  to 
be  so  boring  it  was  called  "Toronto 
The  Good."  Now,  not  so  boring  and 
not  so  good,  at  least  for  the  moment 
it  can  claim  to  be  "Toronto  The 
Clean."  A  whopping  96  per  cent  of 
washroom  users  wash  their  hands. 

This  survey  was  conducted  at  the 
airport  so  no  one  knows  how  many 
of  the  hand  washers  were  from 
Toronto  or  elsewhere.  But  it  does 
show  how  the  fear  factor  affected 


travellers  wherever  they  lived  who 
passed  through  this  city. 

But  suppose  the  Toronto  survey 
had  been  done  before  the  SARS 
outbreak.  Would  this  city  have 
been  so  squeaky  clean?  Dr.  Donald 
Low,  the  microbiologist  at  U  of  T 
who  became  internationally  known 
during  the  SARS  outbreak,  believes 
Toronto  would  have  fared  the  same 
as  other  cities. 

The  study  also  showed  regional 
differences  in  the  U.S.  For  instance, 
in  New  York  travellers  washed 
their  hands  only  71  per  cent  of  the 
time.  In  Chicago,  San  Francisco  and 
Miami  74  per  cent  and  in  Dallas  81 
per  cent. 

What  about  differences  between 
the  sexes?  In  most  cases  more 
women  washed  their  hands  than 
men.  But  in  Toronto  there  was  just 
a  two  per  cent  difference  between 
the  sexes.  For  unknown  reasons  in 
San  Francisco  80  per  cent  of  men 
washed  their  hands  and  only  59  per 
cent  of  women. 

Another  survey  showed  that 
many  people  tend  to  skirt  around 
the  truth.  The  research  group 
called  1,000  Americans  to  ask  about 
hand  washing.  95  per  cent  claimed 
they  washed  their  hands  after  using 
a  public  toilet!  What  we  do  and  what 
we  say  are  often  quite  different. 


Unfortunately,  doctors  are  not 
paragons  of  virtue  in  hand  wash- 
ing. During  a  meeting  of  infectious 
disease  specialists  in  New  Orleans, 
medical  student  spies  were  placed 
in  washrooms.  500  doctors  used 
the  facilities  and  a  mere  69  per  cent 
washed  their  hands. 

Dr.  Judy  Daly,  secretary  of  the 
AMS  and  head  of  microbiology  at 
Children's  Hospital  Medical  Centre, 
Salt  Lake  City,  says,  '^What  we  are 
endorsing  in  our  everyday  lives  is 
washing  our  hands  with  soap  and 
water  for  15  seconds  and  drying 
with  a  towel.  This  is  an  efficient 
method  for  preventing  a  variety  of 
infections." 

Before  SARS  struck,  how  good 
was  the  hygiene  in  Toronto  schools? 
Dr.  Low  reports  that  his  daughter, 
an  elementary  school  teacher,  in- 
formed him  that  washrooms  rarely 
had  soap  or  towels  because  they  left 
too  big  a  mess  to  clean  up!  Fear  has 
apparently  changed  that  situation. 

To  help  fight  the  next  infectious 
epidemic  let's  remember  that  the 
fingers  are  the  10  most  dangerous 
ways  to  transmit  infection.  A  mil- 
lion bacteria  can  fit  on  the  point  of 
a  needle.  That's  why  it's  ironic  when 
people  who  have  a  cold  often  say,  "I 
won't  give  you  a  kiss,"  and  then  they 
shake  your  hand. 


A  brief  history  of 
quasars 


by  JUSTIN  TROTTIER 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  quasar  is  one  of  the  bright- 
est and  oldest  objects  in  the 
universe.  The  majority  of  qua- 
sars existed  around  when  the 
universe  was  half  its  present 
size.  Quasars  are  simply  huge 
black  holes,  which  produce 
immense  amounts  of  light  and 
other  radiation  as  discs  of  mate- 
rial, known  as  accretion  disks, 
flow  into  it. 

At  the  last  astronomy  collo- 
quia,  professor  Paul  Martini  of 
the  Harvard-Smithsonian  Cen- 
tre for  Astrophysics,  explained 
that  it  is  now  thought  that 
quasars  can  "turn  off  and  on" 
during  their  lifetime,  depending 
on  whether  enough  material  is 
flowing  in  to  allow  it  to  produce 
radiation  above  a  certain  thresh- 
old. 


It  is  thought  that  many  of  the 
present  galaxies,  which  are  all 
believed  to  contain  huge  black 
holes  at  their  center,  may  have 
been  quasars  in  the  far  past 
which  have  now  turned  off.  Our 
own  Milky  Way  galaxy,  for  exam- 
ple, may  have  itself  been  a  bright 
quasar  some  10  billion  years  ago 
as  it  grew  to  its  present  size.  The 
study  of  quasars  is  of  immense 
importance  because  their  birth 
and  growth  can  be  correlated 
with  the  birth  and  growth  of  the 
galaxy  of  which  they  are  a  part. 

Martini's  research  further 
predicts  a  correlation  between 
the  lifetime  of  a  quasar  and 
the  number  of  these  objects  in 
the  universe.  The  idea  is  that  if 
each  quasar  is  on  for  a  shorter 
amount  of  time,  there  must  be 
more  of  them  on  at  any  one  time 
to  account  for  the  overall  bright- 
ness produced. 


Many  of  today's  galaxies,  like  the  one  above,  may  have  begun  as 
quasars,  gigantic  black  holes. 


Truth  is  Stranger  Than  Fiction 

The  closest  living  relatives  of  manatees,  the  sluggish,  gentle  "cows 
of  the  sea,"  are  not  seals  or  walruses,  but  elephants.  Manatees  are 
just  as  bizarre  as  their  cousins,  if  not  more  so.  They  are  the  only 
vegetarian  marine  mammals.  Like  elephants,  they  have  teeth  that 
grow  in  horizontally  from  the  back  of  the  Jaw  to  the  front  where 
they  eventually  fall  out  Manatees  may  even  have  a  kind  of  "sixth 
sense."  They  are  covered  in  stiff  hairs,  like  whiskers  all  over  their 
bodies,  which  they  use  to  sense  vibrations  in  the  water  Research 
indicates  that  these  hairs  tell  them  where  nearby  objects  are  and 
which  direction  those  objects  are  moving  in,  giving  manatees  a 
kind  of  3D  mental  map  of  their  surroundings. 


revjew@thevar$ity.ca 


Arts  &  Entertainment 


From  the  page  to  the  stage 

Only  the  best  one-act  plays  are  selected  each  year  for  the  U  of  T  Drama  Festival  at  Hart  House.  To  hear 
three  of  the  chosen  playwrights  tell  it,  creating  the  material  is  more  than  half  the  battle. 


by  ADAM  COLLIER 


The  U  of  T  Drama  Festival  comes  and 
goes  each  year,  and  with  it,  a  bright 
new  crop  of  theatre  talent  emerges. 
One  of  the  crucial  tenets  of  the  festival 
is  that  all  the  plays  must  be  original 
material.  So  where  do  all  these  diverse 
plays  come  from?  All  the  plays  entered 
in  the  festival  are  student-written 
works.  So  how  do  busy  students  man- 
age to  juggle  writing  a  one-act  play 
that's  good  enough  to  get  them  into 
the  renowned  annual  festival?  Well, 
you  can't  underestimate  a  playwright's 
need  to  express  an  idea  or  concept 
through  theatre. 

The  Varsity  set  out  to  examine  the 
creative  process  behind  some  of  the 
plays  at  this  year's  festival  (which  took 
place  at  the  end  of  January  at  Hart 
House  Theatre).  On  a  recent  sunny 
afternoon,  playwrights  Andrew  Tyler, 
Jessica  de  Bruyn  (both  from  the  UTSC 
Drama  Society),  and  Kara  Dymond 
(Hart  House  Drama  Society)  took 
some  time  to  reflect  on  their  varied 
experiences  in  writing  their  plays. 

Although  each  was  already  a  writer 
before  penning  their  festival  entries, 
"there  isn't  the  luxury  of  separation" 
that  a  writer  conventionally  enjoys 
in  submitting  a  work,  says  Andrew 
Tyler,  and  the  experiences  of  all  three 
playwrights  clearly  testifies  to  this.  In 
the  cases  of  de  Bruyn  and  Dymond, 
they  didn't  just  write  their  plays,  but 
actively  participated  as  director  and 
actor,  respectively.  Tyler  followed 
the  principle  that  the  director  is  the 
ultimate  intermediary  between  the 
playwright's  idea  and  the  vision  on 
stage  and  decided  to  work  with  some- 
one else  in  that  role. 

Relcixed  and  modest  talking  about 
his  part  in  creating  his  play  Paul's  Gun 
(which  won  the  award  for  Best  Work 
in  Progress  at  the  festival),  Tyler  says 
that  after  the  crucial  step  of  finding 
a  director  he  "totally  trusted,"  he 
was  able  to  take  a  minimal  role  that 
he  suggested  was  subservient  to  the 
director's  needs,  mainly  consulting  on 
lines.  Tyler  noted  two  advantages  to 
this  approach:  the  second  perspective 
a  director  gives  to  a  story,  and  that  "a 
good  director  can  help  an  actor  inter- 
pret their  part." 

de  Bruyn,  taking  a  different  tack, 
took  on  the  role  of  director,  which 
amongst  other  responsibilities  meant 
a  "mad  rush  to  coordinate  people's 
schedules."  Soon  after  the  script  was 
selected  to  be  mounted  at  the  festival, 
production  challenges  emerged.  An 
unproductive  audition  session  led  her 
to  "go  up  to  people  we  knew  in  the  dra- 
ma department"  and  ask  them  if  they 
would  join  the  play.  Rehearsals  often 
stretched  late  into  the  night  in  January 
because  the  Scarborough  theatre  was 
tightly  booked.  And  to  top  it  off,  the 
elaborate,  brightly-painted  clapboard 
set  of  Living  Arrangements  (which  won 
an  award  for  Best  Ensemble)  always 
seemed  precariously  on  the  brink  of 
falling  over. 

"You  have  to  be  responsible  for  ev- 
erything," de  Bryun  notes,  adding  that 
she  had  a  "fantastic"  stage  manager 
Being  both  director  and  playwright 
means  that  "it's  an  all-encompassing 
role,"  she  says,  with  the  advantage  of 
"uncompromised  vision."  Although  de 


The  cast  of  Paul's  Gun  in  rehearsal. 


Bruyn  didn't  initially  plan  directing  her 
play  herself,  she  stresses  that  if  a  play- 
wright is  not  involved  in  some  aspect 
of  the  production,  they're  "not  going 
to  be  happy  with  it"  as  the  creator  of 
the  piece. 

Dymond  auditioned  for  Losing  Ber- 
lin (which  topped  the  festival  with  a 
triple-win  for  direction,  acting,  and 
script)  like  everyone  else,  but  with 
low  expectations  of  getting  the  role, 
because  she  had  also  written  the  work. 
From  the  beginning,  the  Hart  House 
Drama  Society  firmly  established  the 
playwright  would  be  a  secondary  fig- 
ure in  its  production  by  choosing  its 
director.  Dymond  was  guaranteed  no 
role  in  the  play.  However,  after  winning 
the  lead,  the  writer/actor  was  com- 
pletely absorbed  in  the  production. 

Although  director  Jesse  Calvert 


challenged  Dymond  with  his  interpre- 
tation, and  thus  separated  her  initial 
vision  in  some  sense  from  the  produc- 
tion, as  the  playwright,  Dymond  had 
an  intimate  relationship  to  the  finished 
product.  Her  heart  went  into  the  extra 
material  Calvert  required  for  the  script, 
and  she  attacked  the  monologues  with 
a  ferocity  an  actor  removed  from  the 
material  could  not  have.  "Sometimes 
all  1  could  think  about  in  class  were  my 
lines,"  she  recalls. 

Far  be  it  from  anyone  to  suggest  the 
value  of  a  writer's  work  is  directly  cor- 
related to  the  time  they  spend  brewing 
it— in  the  cases  of  de  Bruyn  and  Dy- 
mond, the  process  behind  the  initial 
writing  was  reflected  in  relatively 
more  involvement  in  the  production 
itself.  Paul's  Gun,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  written  about  two  months  before 


submission,  in  a  workshop  with  Paula 
Wing.  From  the  start,  the  play  had  a 
very  "tense"  tone  to  the  writing,  Tyler 
explains,  as  the  main  idea  centred 
around  the  question  "What  happens 
when  one  of  the  guns  doesn't  fall  into 
hands  of  man  in  a  trenchcoat?" 

de  Bruyn's  script  also  came  out  of 
a  university  workshop  the  previous 
spring.  She  bounced  drafts  off  friends 
over  the  summer  for  feedback,  but 
almost  forgot  about  the  deadline  for 
submissions  for  the  Drama  Festival 
until  a  friend  asked  if  she  was  going  to 
enter  anything. 

In  contrast,  Dymond  had  the  basis 
and  first  monologue  of  what  eventually 
became  Losing  Berlin  two  years  ago 
when  still  in  a  Grade  11  drama  class. 
But  she  didn't  complete  the  play  until 
a  two-day  writing  session  just  days 
before  submission,  a  productive  pe- 
riod she  attributes  to  letting  the  idea 
"ferment"  in  her  head. 

No  matter  the  length  of  the  writing 
process  though,  the  intimacy  ulti- 
mately required  of  a  playwright  in  the 
production  process  always  brought 
an  interesting  measure  of  satisfaction 
and  reward.  For  Tyler,  it  was  gratifying 


to  be  a  part  of  something  that,  if  only 
for  the  span  of  the  festival,  opened  up 
people  to  each  other  under  the  same 
roof.  "Hart  House  is  a  staging  ground 
for  experiments,"  he  says. 

de  Bruyn  found  the  process  opened 
her  eyes  to  the  possibilities  of  direct- 
ing, a  task  she  earlier  had  shied  away 
from.  "Last  year  1  knew  1  wanted  to  be 
a  writer,"  she  says.  "Now  1  like-I  have 
a  feel  for— directing,  too."  The  process 
seemed  to  help  in  directing  de  Bruyn's 
future  course  of  study  in  Drama. 

For  first-year  student  Dymond,  it 
reaffirmed  her  love  of  drama  (she 
has  long  been  involved  in  musical 
and  stage  productions),  and  acted  as 
a  stepping-stone  to  the  Drama  pro- 
gram at  University  College,  where  de 
Bruyn  also  hopes  to  enrol.  Another 
interesting  synchronicity  between  the 
pair-right  after  staging  their  plays  at 
the  festival,  both  came  down  with  bad 
colds  ("1  could  barely  walk  down  the 
stairs,"  groans  Dymond.  "1  was  sick  for 
a  week  after,"  counters  de  Bruyn).  Per- 
haps testament  to  another  reality  of 
being  a  playwright:  as  worthwhile  as 
the  journey  can  be,  it's  also  exhaust- 
ing work. 
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Pre-Bennifer  Affleck  and  Joey  Lauren  Adams  in  Chasing  Amy. 


Misogynist,  or  geniusi 

Director  Kevin  Smith's  visit  to  T.O.  was  recently  covered  in  these 
pages,  but  writer  Sarah  Barmak  argues  that  fans  should  take  a 
closer  look  at  the  slacker  auteurs  output 


■►ARTS  OPINION^ 

by  SARAH  BARMAK 

VARSITY  STAFF  

As  reported  recently  in  The  Varsity, 
last  weekend  Toronto's  fanboys  and 
sycophants  left  their  dwellings  in  their 
parents'  basements  and  lined  up  at 
Roy  Thompson  Hall  to  drool  over  their 
indie-film  hero,  Kevin  Smith.  Smith 
was  made  famous  by  his  cult  hit  Clerks, 
and  has  made  six  films  featuring  his 
group  of  twentysomething  suburban 
social  misfits.  Because  of  his  blend  of 
Gen-X  despair,  Star  Wars  references, 
and  lowbrow  humour,  he  has  enjoyed 
being  worshipped  as  a  sawy,  youth- 
friendly  artiste,  his  finger  on  the  pulse 
of  the  infantile,  comic  book-loving 
male. 

But  don't  get  me  wrong:  even  though 
his  characters  are  largely  guys  (and 
not  the  ladykilling  type  at  that),  Smith's 
work  is  surprisingly  popular  with 
women.  It's  like  they  find  the  futureless 
schlubs  he  portrays  familiar,  because 
they're  so  pathetic.  They  never  seem 
to  be  able  to  get  the  (interesting,  hot) 
girls  that  show  up  on  their  turf,  wheth- 
er it's  a  mall  or  a  convenience  store. 
We  ladies  love  to  despise  the  uncouth 
losers  who  don't  seem  to  realize  how 
unavailable  we  are  to  them,  and  we 


kinda  pity  the  (sorta  cute)  ones  who 
try  and  try,  and  just  can't  make  it. 

It's  indeed  smart  of  Mr.  Smith  to  reel 
us  in  that  way,  getting  us  on  his  side 
through  self-deprecation.  But  maybe 
there's  another  reason  this  cast  of 
putzes  never  gets  the  girl.  Maybe  that's 
because  in  his  comic  books  and  films, 
the  girl  is,  invariably,  "damaged  goods" 
of  some  kind.  Translation:  she's  had 
too  much  sex.  With  too  many  people. 
And  she's  liked  it.  And  poor  Kevin,  with 
his  Catholic  upbringing,  can't  stand  it. 
Those  girlfriends  who  do  Ben  Affleck 
or  Dante  Hicks  wrong — well,  they're 
nothing  but  bitches  and  ho's. 

1  don't  think  1  need  to  cite  the  most 
obvious  example  of  Smith's  wrong- 
headedness  with  regard  to  women 
(and  non-heteros,  for  that  matter). 
Chasing  Amy.  The  charming  plot  of 
the  film  involves  a  guy  in  love  with 
a  cute  lesbian  chick  who  turns  him 
down,  eventually  "falls"  for  him,  and 
then  gets  dumped  by  him  when  he 
learns  that  she  used  to  fuck  men, 
which  means  that  she  lied  about  be- 
ing a  virgin.  The  twin  messages?  The 
lezzies  just  need  the  right  man  to  turn 
them  around.  And  women  that  decide 
to  change  their  minds  about  what  kind 
of  sex  they  like  are  just  sluts. 

Want  to  know  how  many  non- 
obvious  instances  there  are  of  girls 
in  Smith's  comics  and  films  who  act 
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promiscuously  and  get  punished  for 
it?  Seven  different  characters,  by  my 
count.  There's  the  one  from  Clerks  who 
stays  away  from  intercourse  but  gave 
a  lot  of  head  to  a  lot  of  different  men. 
Smith  has  her  have  sex  with  a  man  who 
has  just  died  with  an  erection,  without 
realizing  it.  It  disturbs  her  so  badly  that 
she's  committed.  The  story  continues 
in  the  Clerks  comic  book,  where  Danto 
goes  to  the  home  where  she's  in  a 
coma  and  "wakes  her  up"  by  pushing  a 
candy  cane  between  her  legs. 

Then  there's  Smith's  stint  writing 
the  superhero  comic  Daredevil,  where 
he  kills  off  Daredevil's  girlfriend,  a 
reformed  former  prostitute  and  porn 
actress  who's  kicked  drugs.  But  first, 
he  gives  her  AIDS. 

In  another  of  his  movie-adapted- 
into-a-comic  books.  Chasing  Dogma, 
Smith  has  his  character.  Jay,  rape  a 
woman  while  she's  in  the  shower  with 
her  back  turned.  Why?  Because  she 
"gave  some"  to  his  pal  Silent  Bob,  so 
why  not  everyone?  It  goes  on  and  on. 

Of  course,  it  would  take  a  team  of  eq- 
uity-rights activists  days  to  find  each 
and  every  time  someone  gets  called 
"gay"  or  "fag"  in  the  Smith  canon. 
You're  fighting  a  losing  battle:  for  each 
one  you  find,  of  Kev  pens  five  more. 
Clever,  that. 

It  makes  sense  to  me  now  why 
Smith's  stuff  is  so  popular  with  his 
audience  base  of  vacant,  nerdy  boys 
whose  ideas  of  women  have  been 
formed  by  images  from  blockbuster 
films  and  Vampirella.  I  just  can't  see 
how  no  one  else  has  noticed,  or  isn't  as 
disturbed  as  me. 
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Dull  drama 

Sure,  the  campus  is  booming  with  theatre 
productions,  but  is  anyone  actually  paying 
attention? 


►ARTS  OPINION^ 

by  ANTHONY FUREY  

In  keeping  with  my  foppish  style,  I 
was  overjoyed  to  hear  that  Vanessa 
Redgrave  and  her  haggard  boys  were 
going  to  be  pitching  tent  down  on 
King  Street  with  The  Hollow  Crown. 
And  as  I'd  set  my  expectations 
so  high,  I  was  all  the  more  disap- 
pointed by  the  boring  disaster  that 
they'd  brought  us  [Editor's  note:  the 
production  was  not  a  'play',  as  many 
had  hoped,  but  rather  a  collection  of 
speeches,  poems,  and  song  from  the 
history  of  the  British  monarchy].  Al- 
though what  doesn't  kill  our  theatre 
aesthetics  only  makes  them  stron- 
ger: and  there  is  a  huge  lesson  to  be 
learned — one  that  directly  applies 
to  theatre  here  at  the  University  of 
Toronto  and  in  part  explains  why  rt 
is  inaccessible  and  dull. 

Communication.  That's  what  all 
works  of  theatre  (all  art)  are  sup- 
posed to  be.  And  yet  there  in  front 
of  me  were  four  of  the  world's  (sup- 
posedly) greatest  actors  refusing 
to  communicate  with  either  their 
fellow  actors  or  the  audience  in 
presenting  their  passionless  ora- 
tory. At  exactly  the  same  time  this 
old  dog  was  dying  in  the  sun,  there 
were  three  very  different  and  excit- 
ing theatre  activities  happening  on 
campus. 

These  three  events,  each  oc- 
curring relatively  simultaneously 
in  the  last  week  of  January,  were: 
1.  Fefu  and  Her  Friends,  by  Maria 
Irene  Fornes,  directed  by  Maja  Ar- 
dal.  Fornes  is  rarely  produced  and 
yet  highly  interesting,  exciting  and 
important.  Producing  it  is  a  risk, 
but  an  admirable  one.  2.  Ghosts,  by 
Henrik  Ibsen.  Watching  Ibsen,  Chek- 
hov, et  al.  is  a  necessary  activity  to 
regularly  return  to,  to  recalibrate 
the  theatre  aesthetic,  regardless  of 
the  production's  quality.  3.  The  U  of 
T  Drama  Festival,  where  ten  one-act 
plays  were  presented  over  three 
evenings;  the  entire  artistic  team  of 
each  show  consisted  of  students. 

These  three  productions  should 
have  created  a  solid  theatre  commu- 
nity on  campus  for  that  one  week, 
instead  of  dividing  their  potential 
audience  and  excitement  base.  John 
Walker,  who  acted  in  Possible  Worlds 
at  Hart  House  Theatre,  said  that  his 
recent  performing  "wasn't  terribly 
encouraged  by  my  Drama  profes- 
sor [Ken  Gass],  because  we're  not 
really  supposed  to  do  non-program 
related  work  for  fear  that  it  will  take 
focus  away  from  the  class." 

Of  course  Gass'  "claim  is  vaguely 
legitimate — Walker  was  taking  po- 
tential rehearsal/study  time  away 
from  the  program.  The  University 
College  Drama  Program's  unwritten 
position  on  this  is  something  akin  to 
the  elitist  autonomy  medical  doc- 
tors try  to  create.  Nothing  can  be 
better  than  learning  about  the  the- 
atre through  performing  a  play.  The 
idea  that  a  classroom  offers  more 
theatre  than  the  theatre  itself  does 
makes  no  sense. 

Maja  Ardal  (a  drama  instructor 
at  UC  wlio  directed  the  production 
of  Fefu),  in  response  to  questions 
about  quality  control  in  campus 
theatre,  says:  "1  feel  that  given  that 


this  is  a  university,  the  research  and 
experiment  should  be  particularly 
strong  when  working  on  produc- 
tions and  presentations.  It  is  not 
just  about  becoming  a  better  actor, 
but  about  knowing  what  is  possible 
in  all  kinds  of  theatre,  and  putting 
that  into  practice." 

Experimentation  in  theatre  needs 
to  happen  at  U  of  T  above  all  else.  It 
is  always  stressed  in  the  school's  lit- 
erature that  as  much  as  teaching  is 
a  major  component,  so  is  research. 
Theatrical  research  needs  to  oc- 
cur and  should  happen  alive  and 
on  its  feet  (as  opposed  to  merely 
producing  literary/academic  doc- 
toral studies).  Other  departments 
at  the  school  have  made  immense 
contributions  to  and  are  leaders 
in  their  respective  fields.  It  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  this  to  occur  in 
theatre.  Campus  productions  need 
to  be  exciting,  new,  adventurous, 
intense — they  need  to  speak  to  their 
audiences  and  insist  that  they  be 
truly  heard. 

Achieving  such  goals  might  mean 
doing  a  brilliant,  traditional  produc- 
tion of  Hamlet,  or  maybe  some  of 
Sarah  Kane's  edgy  shock-theatre 
(many  of  which  haven't  even  been 
staged  in  Canada  aside  from  a  re- 
cent production  in  Calgary,  of  all 
places).  But  it  should  be  the  goal  to 
do  something  in  which  the  artists 
strive  for  a  higher  order  of  articu- 
lation, above  what  can  be  scraped 
from  the  surface  of  a  sitcom  re-run 
or  a  lunchtime  chit-chat.  That  is 
why,  in  the  pursuit  to  communi- 
cate, a  lack  of  intention  and  focus 
achieves  nothing.  Theatre  is  not  a 
field  in  which  one  mechanically  at- 
tains a  B.A.  to  get  a  'decent  job';  it 
should  be  for  people  devoted  to  the 
practice  of  theatre. 

The  established  theatres  of  Toron- 
to seem  too  worried  about  satisfying 
subscribers,  grant  funding  bodies, 
and  each  other  to  take  significant 
risks.  This  leaves  the  academic 
and  independent  theatre  to  accept 
the  challenge.  But  how  does  the 
theatre  get  to  a  point  where  its  very 
survival  isn't  an  issue?  Kate  Heming, 
president  of  the  U  of  T  Drama  Coali- 
tion (which  produced  the  recent 
Drama  Festival),  has  been  working 
with  her  group  to  bring  together  the 
theatre  bodies  of  the  university.  "By 
supporting  one  another,"  she  says, 
"we  support  ourselves  and  in  doing 
so  are  freed  from  the  artistic  quag- 
mire of  doing  another  blockbuster 
musical  or  Shakespearean  play,  not 
because  it  is  our  artistic  choice  but 
because  we  want  our  theatre  com- 
panies to  survive." 

When  no  one  attends  a  perfor- 
mance, the  artist  is  drained  of 
confidence — people  must  attend,  so 
that  mediocrity  can  be  confidently 
transcended.  U  of  T  has  the  talent 
and  the  resources  to  do  so.  but 
there  needs  to  be  a  better  exchange 
of  ideas  between  theatre-goers  and 
theatre-makers  on  campus  for  that 
to  happen. 

UofT  student  Anthony  Furey  is 
the  artistic  producer  of  the  Paprika 
Festival  for  young  playwrights  at 
Tarragon  Theatre.  His  play 
A  Simple  Solution  was  part  of 
the  U  of  T  Drama  Festival  earlier 
this  year 
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Beauty  Bronte 

Theatre  Erindale  scores  with  their  take  on 
the  classic  novel 


JAMES  SMAGATA 
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Jane  Eyre 


By  Charlotte  Bronte, 
adapted  by  Robert  Johanson 


Theatre  Erindale 


Rating:  VWv 


byALISANA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  U  of  T  theatre  scene  is  strong 
on  all  three  campuses,  and  judg- 
ing by  the  current  production  on 
stage  at  Theatre  Erindale  (UTM's 
performance  space  for  the  Drama 
program  that  they  share  with 
Sheridan  College),  the  tradition 
continues  at  UTM. 

Theatre  Erindale  's  production 
of  Jane  Eyre  is  an  adaptation  by 
Robert  Johanson  of  the  famous 
novel  by  Charlotte  Bronte.  In  1847, 
Bronte's  novel  was  published  un- 
der the  pseudonym  'Currer  Bell' 
and  remains  one  of  the  most  en- 
during books  of  the  Victorian  era. 

Bronte's  personal  chronology 
bears  many  similarities  to  the 
plot  of  Jane  Eyre.  From  the  school 
at  Wakefield  that  she  and  her  sis- 
ters attended  that  served  as  the 
model  for  the  school  in  Jane  Eyre, 
to  her  four  sisters  and  brother 
that  died  of  consumption,  the 


intensity  that  fuels  the  character 
of  Jane  Eyre  undoubtedly  has 
passionate  and  wounded  roots  in 
Charlotte  Bronte  herself. 

Her  aunt  Miss  Bramwell,  who 
died  and  left  her  a  small  sum,  and 
Constantin  Heger,  the  principal 
who  thought  she  was  in  love  with 
him,  are  both  instantly  recogniz- 
able as  the  pivotal  characters  Mr. 
Rochester  and  the  unseen  dying 
uncle  that  finally  grants  Eyre  her 
independence  and  happiness. 
Bronte  watched  all  her  siblings 
die  and  rejected  three  suitors  be- 
fore marrying  the  fourth  in  1854. 

Zoe  Sweet  in  the  title  role  and 
Mark  Crawford  as  Mr.  Rochester 
(both  fourth-year  Theatre  and 
Drama  Studies  students)  both 
gave  excellent  performances.  The 
other  cast  members,  most  with 
more  than  one  role  to  play,  also 
brought  the  many  supporting 
characters  vividly  to  life. 

Sweet  was  the  standout  per- 
former, onstage  for  almost  the 
entire  duration  of  the  two  and  a 
half  hour  play,  and  offered  up  a 
highly  spirited  and  passionate 
Jane  Eyre. 

Though  the  stage  was  on  the 
small  side  and  left  quite  bare, 
the  production  did  not  suffer  in 
the  least  from  the  no-frills  set 
and  was  skillfully  directed  and 
staged  with  simple  but  effective 
lighting  and  music.  The  dramatic 
narrative  fully  conveyed  the  mis- 
ery and  emotions  of  Eyre's  life  as 
Bronte  described  in  her  novel. 

A  love  story  that  features  a 
strong,  independent  female  lead 
that  forges  ahead  with  admirable 
strength  and  depth  of  character 
despite  oppression  and  hardship, 
Jane  Eyre  continues  to  address 
social  and  personal  issues  that 
are  just  as  relevant  and  inspiring 
today  as  they  were  150  years  ago. 
Obviously  these  student  actors 
were  paying  attention  in  class — 
with  their  solid  production. 
Theatre  Erindale  puts  their  own 
stamp  on  an  indelible  classic. 

Jane  Eyre  continues  to  Saturday  at 
the  Erindale  Studio  Theatre  (3359 
Mississauga  Rd.  N).  For  tickets, 
call  (905)  569-4369. 
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Now  that's  absurd 


by  MICHAEL  MEEHAN 
andJ.P.ANTONACCI 
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If  you're  in  need  of  something  com- 
pletely different  to  shake  you  out  of 
your  essay  and  caffeine-induced 
stupor,  we  have  two  words  for 
you:  Eugene  lonesco.  You  haven't 
seen  it  all  until  you  experience  the 
'stream-of-consciousness  on  stage' 
that  is  theatre  of  the  absurd.  And 
where  better  to  start  than  with  the 
double-bill  of  one-act  plays  cur- 
rently playing  at  Hart  House  The- 
atre: The  Bald  Soprano  and  Jack  or 
the  Submission.  Written  by  lonesco, 
the  father  of  absurdist  theatre,  and 
skillfully  directed  by  Hart  House 
veteran  Dan  Leberg,  these  plays  are 
a  cacophony  of  ridiculous  dialogue, 
note-perfect  physical  humour,  ran- 
dom dance,  hash  brown  potatoes, 
and  some  truly  strange  props. 

Audience  members  not  used  to 
absurd  theatre  will  find  the  whole 
thing  somewhat  unsettling  at  first, 
but  once  you  accept  as  normal  the 
instantaneous  mood  changes — IN- 
SERT PORTLY  FIREMAN  DANCING 
THE  CHARLESTON!!!— sorry  about 
that.  As  we  were  saying,  as  you  get 
used  to  this,  the  plays  begin  to  make 
as  much  sense  as  the  'absurd'  can. 

The  Bald  Soprano  is  the  better 
of  the  two  plays,  with  the  acting 
ensemble  working  extremely  well 
together,  with  much  expression  and 
hilarious  physical  comedy.  Law- 


THEATRE  REVIEW 


The  Bald  Soprano/Jack 
or  the  Submission 


By  Eugene  lonesco 


Hart  House  Theatre 


Rating:  VWv 


ren  Taylor  as  Mrs.  Martin/Bobby 
Watson  and  Anthony  Reid  as  Mr. 
Smith/(also  Bobby  Watson)  filled 
their  excellent  performances  with 
controlled  yet  mischievous  man- 
nerisms. Watson  maintained  good 
pacing  throughout  and  his  stage 
direction  got  the  most  out  of  his 
troupe  of  dedicated  Watsons.  Er, 
sorry.  Their  performances  helped 
the  audience  accept  the  free-flow- 
ing insanity,  even  when  all  sem- 
blance of  structure  fell  apart.  (As 
you  can  tell,  you  kinda  need  to  fol- 
low along.) 

As  a  one-act  play,  Jack  or  the 
Submission  was  not  bad,  but  on  an 
absurdist  bill  following  The  Bald 
Soprano,  it  didn't  work  very  well. 
Darker  and  more  dramatic.  Jack's 
main  downside  was  that  it  had 
perhaps  too  much  of  a  story  (that 
is,  was  too  easy  to  follow).  Despite 
a  few  random  absurdities,  the  audi- 
ence that  was  prepared  for  more 


bewilderment  was  (ironically)  put 
off  hy  Jack's  clarity  and  structure. 

The  acting  was  solid,  with  Eleni 
Deacon  stealing  scenes  as  Jack's 
baby  sister,  but  the  ensemble 
lacked  the  cohesiveness  and  col- 
lective spark  of  the  Soprano  cast. 
A  notable  exception  was  Danielle 
Meierhenry,  who  as  the  saucy  maid 
in  Soprano  and  the  emotionally 
simmering  fiance  in  Jack,  carried 
off  two  very  different  characters 
with  great  success.  However,  she 
just  wasn't  homely  enough  and  pos- 
sessed too  few  noses! 

The  structure  of  Jack  or  the 
Submission  did  more  to  make  the 
audience  appreciate  the  sublime 
wackiness  of  The  Bald  Soprano  than 
it  did  to  stake  its  own  claim  as  an 
absurdist  piece.  Overall,  however,  a 
strong  group  of  actors  carried  this 
double  bill  and  delivered  one  cen- 
tral message  of  the  utmost  signifi- 
cance: "NO!  NO!  FOUR  TIMES  NO! 
I'M  NOT  YOUR  DAUGHTER!" 

[Editor's  note:  Apologies  for  this 
excessive  silliness.  These  review- 
ers have  just  been  sacked.  I'm  sure 
what  they  meant  to  say  was:  "Ri- 
diculous as  all  this  may  seem,  the 
most  absurd  thing  would  be  for  you 
to  miss  this  wonderfully  eccentric 
theatre  experience."] 

The  Bald  Soprano  and  Jack  or 
the  Submission  run  to  March  27 
at  Hart  House  Theatre.  For  more 
information,  visit  www.harthouse 
theatre. ca. 
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Frontier  College 
Students  for  Literacy 

PRESENTS 

LITERARY  READINGS 
BY  WAYNE  JOHNSTON  &  LEE  GOWAN 


Tuesday,  March  30,  7:30  p.m  ♦  Hart  House  Library  ♦  FREE 

Best  selling,  award-winning  Canadian  author  Wayne  Johnston 
reads  from  his  latest  book,  THE  NAVIGATOR  OF  NEW  YORK. 
He  is  joined  by  Lee  Gowan  to  raise  awareness  about  literacy. 


AUSTRALIA 


"^7 


25^ 


1&35 
HOLDAYS 

Make  friends  & 
meet  gr^  people. 

CoNNFCTINS'mNFY 
4  days  fr.$270* 

Island  Suntanner 
Great  tour  of  the 
East  Coast,  12  days 
fr.$1,360^ 

Ayers  &:  AllCt 
Active  touring 

4  days  fr.$475+ 

KrWI  Exi'LORER 
Both  Islands 
Amazing  value 
10daysfr.$895* 

Book  NOW! 
Prices  go  up 
on  April  1st 

Call  for  details  !  Airfaa-s,  Rus&  Riil  .Vi^s,  Iiiajranw,  B.=i(:k|.wkor  Kils. 

^a/7»»></tC'<-Tiriirion<;/*!F.x  MoTitreal 


1-800-268-3780 


10    Thursday,  March  25, 2004  K^^y  m.  X  V  X  k-/  sports@thevarsity.ca 


Sizing  up  the  competition 

Varsity  Blues  report  card:  part  two  ofT\\t  Varsity  ongoing  assessment  of athletic  prowess  on  campus 


Women's  Ice  Hockey 
Grade:  B 

The  women's  hockey  team  was 
looking  to  cMmb  the  final  precipice 
on  the  road  to  national  gold  this 
season.  But,  after  a  heartbreaking 
overtime  defeat  last  year,  their 
plans  quickly  crumbled  after  a 
disappointing  provincial  (OUA) 
championship. 

After  a  near-perfect  season  (the 
team  had  one  regular  season  loss 
to  Queen's),  the  Blues  were  de- 
railed by  the  Laurier  Golden  Hawks 
during  their  OUA  semi-final  match. 
The  Blues  lost  4-3,  after  only  man- 
aging 17  shots  on  goal.  The  bright 
spot  in  the  game  was  Bree  Kruklis, 
who  had  a  goal  and  an  assist  in  the 
contest. 

The  defeat  meant  that  the  team 
did  not  advance  to  the  Canadian 
Interuniversity  Sport  Champion- 
ships (CIS)  for  the  first  time  since 
1997 — the  first  year  for  national 
women's  hockey  championships  at 
a  university  level. 

The  team  was  a  strong  blend 
of  talented  veterans,  such  as  the 


standout  Jenny  McRae,  and  a 
wealth  of  first  year  talent  that  will 
be  looking  to  avenge  their  early 
exit  at  the  OUA  championships 
in  '04  with  a  strong  performance 
in  2005.  However,  this  year  the 
women  did  not  live  up  to  their  own 
expectations  of  a  CIS  berth. 

MATTSOMERS 

Field  Hockey 
Grade:  B+ 

Another  team  with  an  almost  flaw- 
less regular  season,  and  another 
team  that  was  trumped  early  in 
the  playoffs.  U  of  T's  field  hockey 
team  is  one  of  the  best  and  most 
consistent  in  the  country,  sweep- 
ing the  provincial  championships 
from  1997-2001.  Hampered  by  the 
lack  of  a  proper  playing  surface, 
and  forced  to  shuttle  around  the 
city  for  their  own  home  games,  the 
Blues  put  up  fantastic  numbers  all 
season  long — dropping  only  one 
match  to  Queen's  mid-autumn. 
Going  into  the  provincials  this  fall, 
playing  on  their  inadequate  but 


home  turf,  they  hit  an  early  snag  in 
the  semi-finals  and  were  sidelined 
from  the  Canadian  national  cham- 
pionships by  old  rivals  Waterloo 
in  a  gripping  penalty  shoot-out 
situation.  Veterans  Philippa  Kedg- 
ley  and  Alex  Chacinski  anchored 
the  team,  helped  along  the  way  by 
standout  rookie  Kristina  DoRosa- 
rio  and  stellar  net-minding  by  Sar- 
ah Lipton.  This  could  have  been  an 
A  triple-plus  team,  if  only  the  chips 
had  fallen  in  the  right  place. 

REBECCA ADDELMAN 

Football 
Grade  for  2003  season:  D 
Grade  for  off-season 
program:  C+ 

The  2003  edition  of  the  Varisty 
Blues  football  team  shared  a  lot 
with  its  recent  predecessors, 
on  the  field.  An  anemic  offence, 
coupled  with  a  defence  about  as 
aggressive  as  a  razor-burn,  com- 
bined to  score  quite  near  a  record 
low  in  points,  while  giving  up  a  re- 


cord high  to  the  opposition.  This 
resulted  in  the  team's  third  0-8 
season  in  five  years.  However, 
with  new  coach  Steve  Hewlett 
firmly  moulding  both  the  influx 
of  new  faces  on  staff,  and  the 
exodus  of  old  faces  on  the  roster, 
things  could  turn  around  quickly 
in  the  next  twelve  months  for  the 
"Bad  News  Blues."  The  overall 
on-field  product  should  improve 
after  another  year  of  practice 
under  the  new  coaching  and  fol- 
lowing a  strong  recruiting  year. 
All  told,  the  Blues  could  opti- 
mistically be  ready  to  compete 
in  the  suddenly-competitive 
OUA.  However,  answers  need  to 
be  found  at  several  key  positions, 
and  the  severe  lack  of  size  and 
experience  along  both  sides  of 
the  line  of  scrimmage  looks  to 
hinder  the  Blues'  growth  for  the 
fast-approaching  2004  season. A 
strong  showing  at  pro  camps  by 
Blues  player  Derek  Wheeler  could 
work  wonders  for  an  already  reju- 
venated recruiting  effort. 

RUSSHOFF 


Men's  Volleyball 
Grade:  B+ 

Once  again,  by  U  of  T  standards,  this 
team  deserves  top  marks.  No  other 
Blues  squad  draws  a  bigger  or  more 
vocal  crowd,  and  has  the  charisma  to 
carry  it  off  in  style.  Despite  a  couple 
of  shameful  losses  this  season  to 
cross-town  rivals  Ryerson,  the  men's 
vollyeball  team  turned  it  up  a  notch 
in  playoff  time  and  carried  away  the 
provincial  championship  with  ease. 
Going  in  to  the  nationals  seeded 
sixth,  the  team  dropped  their  first 
match  and  wound  up  slogging  their 
way  through  the  consolation  rounds 
to  snag  a  sixth  place  finish.  Not  too 
shabby,  but  not  what  the  team — led 
by  first-team  all-Canadian  Marc 
Arseneau — was  surely  intending.  A 
stellar  team  with  great  coaching,  it's 
simply  a  crying  shame  that  the  Blues 
have  not  been  able  to  crack  the  West- 
ern provinces'  volleyball  domination 
and  clinch  a  national  pennant  for  U 
ofT. 

REBECCA ADDELMAN 

FIELD  HOCKEY  PHOTO:  MATT  COLLINS 
ALL  OTHERS  BY  KARA  DILLON 


Five  men  we  love  to  hate 


byYONGTAING 

VARSITY  STAFF 


If  the  only  reason  you'll  ever  walk 
up  an  escalator  is  to  escape  your 
own  fart,  or  if  you  find  yourself 
addicted  to  the  daily  McDealMeA- 
HeartAttack,  you  might  already 
be  resigned  to  the  fact  that  you're 
not  going  to  be  a  superstar  athlete. 
Sure,  it's  no  reason  to  run  into 
oncoming  traffic,  but  it  does  mean 
you  can  forget  about  the  money,  the 
glory,  the  free  shoes,  the  women 
(or  men?),  the  drugs,  and  the  court 
trials.  But,  it's  not  like  you  really 
wanted  those  things  anyways.  What 
you  really  wanted  was  to  see  your 
name  on  the  front  page  of  section  B 
of  your  local  newspaper. 

For  those  of  you  who  want  to 
make  it  into  the  sports  industry. 


as  a  non-athlete,  here  are  a  few 
things  that  you  might  want  to 
consider  doing — especially  if  you're 
interested  in  being  the  topic  of 
conversation  on  the  next  Off  The 
Record:  throwing  chairs,  criticizing 
officials  and  the  league,  fighting 
over  Cubans,  working  at  the  local 
DQ,  and  making  fun  of  the  French. 
These  methods  may  not  seem 
conventional,  but  they've  worked 
for  some,  namely  Bobby  Knight, 
Brian  Burke,  George  Steinbrenner, 
Mark  Cuban,  and  of  course  Don 
Cherry. 

Whether  you  tune  into 
Sportscenter,  Sportscentral, 
Sportsdesk  or  sports-discussion-at- 
the-dining-table-after-a-long-day- 
of-work,  read  the  daily  (or  biweekly) 
newspaper  or  listen  to  the  Fan  590, 
it  seems  that  these  guys  are  always 


grabbing  the  headlines — often 
without  breaking  a  sweat.  With  no 
shortage  of  opinion,  its  no  wonder 
the  media  loves  it  when  these 
sports  industry  heavy-hitters  grab 
the  mic.  But  what's  more  interesting 
is  that  every  sports  fan  has  an 
opinion  of  them:  they  either  love'em 
or  hate'em. 

But  why  do  we  care?  They  aren't 
doing  360  slams,  making  acrobatic 
saves,  or  knocking  homers  out  of 
the  park.  The  only  reason  we  care 
is  because  we're  fascinated,  and 
dare  1  say  jealous,  of  their  ability 
to  maintain  their  drive  and  passion 
without  compromise  within  the 
surreal  world  of  sports. 

Sure  Bobby  Knight's  past 
is  highlighted  with  rage  and 
inappropriate  violence  and 
comments,  but  below  the  surface 


is  a  pure  passion  for  the  game  of 
basketball.  And  his  commitment 
to  winning  is  just  as  real  as  his 
frustration — something  we  can  all 
relate  to. 

George  Steinbrenner  may  be 
trying  to  buy  his  next  world  series, 
but  at  least  he  knows  what  he  wants 
and  he's  not  letting  anything  get  in 
the  way.  His  drive  and  dedication  to 
the  Yankees  has  turned  a  perennial 
loser  into  a  dynasty  and  NYY  fans 
love  it.  Could  you  imagine  how 
much  less  angst  there  would  be 
in  Toronto  if  Steinbrenner  was  the 
owner  of  the  Leafs? 

Speaking  of  rebuilding  a  team, 
Mark  Cuban  may  be  loud  and 
outspoken,  but  his  commitment 
to  bringing  a  championship  to  the 
Mavs  is  even  louder.  Sure,  running 
out  onto  the  court  to  protect  his 
players  was  not  too  bright,  but 
you've  got  to  admire  a  rich  Internet 
geek  willing  to  take  on  a  seven  foot, 
250-pound  basketball  player  for  the 
sake  of  his  team. 

There  are  times  when  protecting 
your  players  doesn't  have  to  be 
physical.  Portrayed  as  insensitive 
and  selfish,  Brian  Burke's  comments 


are  often  offensive  and  untimely. 
But  despite  the  comments,  the 
Vancouver  GM  has  shown  he's 
willing  to  go  to  bat  for  any  of  his 
Canucks.  When  Bertuzzi  was  get- 
ting crucified  by  the  media,  who 
do  you  think  risked  breaking  two 
vertebrae  of  his  own  to  defend  him? 
Burke,  that's  who. 

And  finally  we  have  Don  Cherry, 
whose  colourful  demeanour  and 
honesty  have  gotten  him  into  hot 
water  recently.  But  despite  the  neg- 
ative spins  and  attacks,  Cherry's  fan 
base  rallied  to  support  him — a  sign 
that  his  fans  are  as  loyal  as  his  love 
for  the  game  of  hockey  in  Canada. 

In  sports  sections  that  are  for- 
ever congested  with  regurgitated 
quotes,  our  notorious  five  are  con- 
stantly painting  the  headlines  with 
their  bold  personalities,  bolder  ac- 
tions, and  even  bolder  words.  And 
whether  you  applaud  them  or  jeer 
them,  they  are  the  off-stage  actors 
who  bring  sports  beyond  a  mere 
physical  phenomenon.  They  bring 
an  uncompromised  reality  to  sports 
which  can  sometimes  border  on  the 
unbelievable,  and  that's  what  we 
admire  about  them. 


The  Varsity 
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SUMMER 


COLLEGE  PRO  PAINTERS 

Is  presently  looking  for  responsible/hard  working 
university  or  college  students  for: 

•  Part-time  Marketing  Positions  (March  and  April) 

•  Full-time  Painting  Positions  (from  May  to  August) 

Ho  Experience  Required 

Positions  available  throughout  Ontario 

If  interested,  call  1-888-277-9787 
Or  apply  online  at:  www.colleqepro.com 


Join  US  for 
Live  Music, 


and  More! 


Check  Us  Out  on  the  Web  at 
www.clubovs.com 


© 


6  Dart  Boards 


4  Pool  Tables 


This  Weekend's  Live  Music 
Friday  10:30pm  -  4-N-Domestic 
Saturday  10:30pnn  -  Dave's  not  Here 


No  Cover 
Private  Parking  in  Back 

1302  Queen  St.  W. 
Between  Brock  &  Dufferin 
416.533.9588 


Australian  in  Character,  Internationa/  in  Perspective 


Located  on  Queensland's  Gold  Coast,  Bond  University  is  Australia's  first  private 
University.  It  has  a  national  and  international  reputation  in  specialised  areas,  it  has 
consistently  ranked  Number  One  in  national  surveys  of  graduate  satisfaction 
(Graduate  Careers  Council  of  Australia:  1996-2003). 

Bond  University  Faculty  of  Law  features: 

•k  Professional  degrees  for  undergraduates  (LLB)  and  graduates  (JD) 
ir  International  student  body,  with  many  Canadians 
if  Personalized  education:  smallest  class  sizes  in  Australia 
it  Flexible  tri-semester  academic  calendar:  start  in  January,  May  or  September 
♦  Discretionary  admissions;  Australia  has  no  LSAT  requirement 
For  information  on  the  supplementary  study  required  to  enter  a  Canadian  bar 
admission  program,  see  our  web  site  ~  www.bond.edu.aullawlinternatfcanada.htm 

Information  seminars 

Saturday  1  May,  2-3  pm  ;  Renaissance  Vancouver  Harbourside 
Sunday  2  May,  11  am  - 12  noon  :  Delta  Calgary  Airport 
Saturday  8  May,  2-4  pm  :  Burlington  Holiday  Inn 
Monday,  10  May,  6-7  pm  :  Sheraton  Ottawa 
Speaker:  Professor  Eric  Colvin,  senior  faculty  member  and  former  Dean  of  Law 

For  more  information  please  contact: 
K.O.M.  Consultants,  CANADA. 
Ph:  (905)  318-8200 

or 

Eric  Cotvin{^bond.edu.au 


BOND  UNIVERSITY 
www.bond.edu.au 


SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED 

Looking  for  men  between  the  ages  of 
18-38  to  participate  in  a  sperm  donor 
program  tfiat  pays  up  to  $190  weekly. 
Call  XYTEX  at  416-924-3021. 

CAMP  COUNSELORS  WANTED 

For  private  Michigan  boys/giirs  camps. 
Teach!  Swimming,  canoeing,  skiing,  sail- 
ing, sports,  computers,  tennis,  archery, 
riding,  crafts,  climbing,  golf,  guitar  & 
more!  Office  maintenance  jobs  too. 
Salary  $1750  on  up  plus  room/bd.  Apply 
online  www.greenwoodscamp.com,  or 
call  888-459-2492. 

HELP  WANTED 

Tutoring,  dance  instructors,  bar  staff, 
waiter/waitress,  ESL  teachers  needed. 
Contact:  416-993-2771. 

MEMORY  RESEARCH 

First  language  must  be  English.  You  do 
not  abuse  &  have  ever  been  addicted  to 
drugs/alcohol.  You  will  be  paid  for  your 
time.  416-535-8501 -x4923. 

STUDENT  WORK 

Many  openings  across  Canada.  Flexible 
schedules  available.  Work  in  customer 
sales/service.  Scholarships  possible. 
Conditions  apply.  For  a  great  starting  pay 
apply  at:  workforstudents.com 

GRADUATE  DEBT  FREE! 

Guaranteed  chance  to  become  one 
of  the  newest  and  largest  wave  of  mil- 
lionaires in  history  within  6  months  to  5 
years.  $20  US  to  join.  1-866-966-2333 


ROOM  FOR  SUBLET-HURON  &  BLOOR 

Laundry,  hardwoodflrs,  DSL  Internet  and 
Phone  included,  can  furnish,  move  in 
early  May  to  early  June,  call  416-964-7981. 


Classifieds 


COTTAGE  WANTED 

Retired  couple,  non-smokers,  no  pets, 
wish  to  rent  a  3  bedroom  cottage  for 
full  04  season  (May  to  October).  Must  be 
drive  to  with  full  amenities,  preferably 
Georgian  Bay  Phone  416-626-3898. 


VARSITY  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
ELECTIONS 

The  Varsity  Board  of  Directors  is  respon- 
sible for  the  legal  and  financial  affairs 
of  the  corporation.  Nine  positions  are 
open:  one  from  U.T.M.,  one  from  U.T.S.C., 
four  from  St.  George  Arts  &  Science,  and 
three  from  St.  George  Professional  Facul- 
ties. Nominees  must  be  members  of  the 
corporation;  full-time  undergraduates 
are  automatically  members  of  the 
corporation;  other  University  of  Toronto 
students  who  have  paid  the  membership 
fee  of  $1.25  no  later  than  February  29th, 
2004  are  also  members.  People  who 
wish  to  be  nominated  must  contact  the 
Chief  Returning  Officer  no  latter  than 
5:00  p.m.  Thursday  April  1st,  2004  at 
ceo@thevarsity.ca  to  receive  nomina- 
tions forms.  Nominations  forms  will  be 
due  no  later  than  5:00  p.m.  Monday  April 
4th,  2004. 

FOR  PARTY  BOOKINGS  CALL 
THE  BEDFORD: 

416-966-4450  Ballroom  or  416-921-4600 
Academy. 


www.BookSpoDk.com 

books  buy  sell  trade. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Explore  avenues  of  greater  self-aware- 
ness, personal  well-being  and  enhanced 
productivity.  Flexible  fee  scale.  Toronto 
trained.  Dana  Carciumaru.  M.A., 
O.A.C.C.PP  Tel:  416-457-1878. 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies.  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessav@bellnet.ca 

HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psvchotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow.  ■ 
416/539-9443. 


PREPARE  FOR  EXAMS  NOW 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  133,135,136, 235.  CHM  138, 139, 
247,  PHYS  110,  STATS  221.  ECO  220.  Past 
tests  and  exams  with  solutions  available 
for  practice  (416)  785-8898. 


Essaygil.com  IS  YOU  CHOICE! 

Paper  research  and  editing  24  hrs  at  your 

conx'enience.  \v\\'w.essa\-91 1  .com 


STUDY  MEDICINE  IN  EUROPE 

www.medical-school.ca 
canadian-info@medical-school.ca 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday 
issue-Monday  noon.  Enquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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Answers  for  March  22  crossword 

Down:  1.  Birgeneau  2.  crossword  5.  flipper  (Editor's  note:  There  are  no  flipper  babies  in  Ramsay  Wright,  as  far  as  we  i<now,)  6.  filter  Across:  3.  asbestos  4.  Robarts  7.  administration  8.  debt  9.  enlarge 
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Mutiny  over  the  bounty:  where  is  ECSU's  money  going? 


A  GM financial 
statements  come  on 
single  piece  of  paper 


byALISANA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Matt  Arduini  went  to  the  ECSU 
(Erindale  College  Student  Union) 
Annual  General  Meeting  Wednes- 
day looking  for  answers,  but  he 
ended  up  questioning  the  whole 
process.  Arduini,  president  of  the 
Italian  Club  at  Erindale,  found  him- 
self in  the  middle  of  a  political  bat- 
tle instead.  "During  the  question 
and  answer  period,  I  was  hoping  to 
get  some  club  matters  addressed, 
but  people  kept  on  turning  it  into 
something  about  elections,"  said  a 
frustrated  Arduini. 

Along  with  concerns  over  finan- 
cial responsibility,  controversy 
at  the  AGM  hovered  over  the  fact 
that  many  believed  the  event  was 
politicized,  rather  than  being  an 
opportunity  for  looking  at  the  aca- 
demic year  in  review  and  future 
planning. 

Arduini's  frustration  with  the 
student  government  began  back 
on  Jan.  29,  when  he  sought  fund- 
ing for  a  club  pub  night.  "To  this 
day  I  haven't  gotten  the  money  I'm 
promised  and  I  keep  on  hearing 
different  numbers  as  far  as  the 
cheque  amount,"  said  Arduini, 
echoing  the  sentiments  of  current 
ECSU  President  Adil  Mirza  who 
stated,  "I  am  disappointed  that 
there  were  efforts  to  turn  it  into  an 
election  matter." 

SAC  UTM  VP-elect  Moneeza 
Ahmed  said  in  regards  to  the 
ECSU  AGM:  "1  think  Adil  isn't 
impartial.  Several  election  rules 


Poetry  in  motion 


MIKEFAUBERT 

Portia  Wade,  ballet  instructor,  conducts  lier  beginner  students  in  tlieir  last  class  of  an  eight-week  program  offered  at  Hart  House. 


were  changed  during  the  elections 
to  favour  a  certain  presidential 
candidate.  Other  than  that  the 
chair  has  been  known  to  make 
discriminatory  remarks  towards  a 
candidate  during  the  elections." 

In  response  to  remarks  regard- 
ing the  supposed  partiality  of  the 
ECSU  elections  committee,  on 
which  the  president  sits,  Pooja 
Jadwani  of  ECSU  explains  that 


the  committee  functions  as  an 
appeals  board  and  "has  very  little 
to  do  with  the  actual  elections." 
Jadwani  would  have  liked  to  have 
seen  "more  diversity  and  a  better 
proceeding,  especially  the  ques- 
tion and  answer." 

Current  ECSU  presidential  candi- 
date Jason  "Ducky"  Borchenko,  as- 
sumed the  same  stance  on  ECSU's 
accountability  as  Ahmed,  stating 


"I  felt  ECSU  didn't  adequately  an- 
swer students'  questions." 

The  second  matter  of  contro- 
versy arose  from  the  presented 
financial  statements.  The  ECSU 
"Non-Consolidated  Statements  of 
Operations  and  Changes  in  Net 
Assets"  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
April  30  was  a  single  page  docu- 
ment showing  several  net  amounts 
for  the  2002  and  2003  years;  end- 


ing with  a  declared  $16,274  and 
$12,579  in  accumulated  surpluses 
for  2003  and  2002  respectively. 

Ahmed  was  less  than  pleased 
with  the  financial  presentation. 
"They  provided  no  detail  as  to  how 
ECSU  has  really  spent  students' 
money  this  year.  1  think  every  stu- 
dent has  the  right  to  know  where 

See  on  page  4 


Flaherty  visits  Hart  House, 
wants  to  paint  the  town  blue 


by  JOSEF SZENDE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Opposition  MPP  Jim  Flaherty 
crossed  Queen's  Park  Cresent  last 
Thursday  night  to  take  part  in  a 
formal  debate  at  Hart  House,  arguing 
against  the  resolution:  "This  house 
believes  that  the  right  should  not  be 
united."  Flaherty  also  mused  about 
his  own  political  future. 

In  an  interview  about  recent  fed- 
eral politics  following  the  debate, 
Flaherty  speculated  on  what  a 
Conservative  government,  which  he 
expects,  would  look  like.  He  said  that 
the  Conservatives  would  not  form  a 
formal  coalition  government.  In 
terms  of  '  -  '  *  *  itional  reform,  they 


would  be  likely  to  move  toward  set 
election  dates  and  an  elected  senate. 
He  said  that  Mr.  Harper  would  likely 
call  free  votes  on  contentious  social 
issues  like  gay  marriage. 

With  regard  to  his  Liberal  ad- 
versaries both  provincially  and 
federally,  Flaherty  had  some  harsh 
words.  He  called  last  week's  budget 
"a  non-event,  boring,  lack  of  vision, 
too  much  spending,  no  tax  cuts,  it's 
almost  as  if  it  didn't  happen;  this 
year  will  be  just  like  last  year."  As 
for  Premier  McGuinty's  Liberal  gov- 
ernment, who  sit  across  the  Queen's 
Park  floor  from  Flaherty,  he  said  "It 
hasn't  done  much  at  Most  new 
governments  are  anxious  to  go  forth 
with  their  changes.  They've  been 


there  six  months  and  all  they've 
done  is  broken  some  election  prom- 
ises." 

Flaherty  says  that  he  intends  to 
run  for  the  leadership  of  the  Progres- 
sive Conservative  party  of  Ontario 
as  soon  as  Ernie  Eves  steps  down. 

In  the  debate,  both  sides  made 
very  good  and  strong  cases  and 
echoed  the  discourse  that  imbued 
with  the  federal  Progressive  Con- 
servative and  Canadian  Alliance  Par- 
ties as  they  faced  repeated  election 
losses  to  the  Liberal  Party.  Within 
Canada's  electoral  system,  members 
of  the  House  of  Commons  are  elected 
from  ridings — the  single  candidate 
with  the  most  votes  gets  elected.  In 
many  ridings  the  sum  of  the  votes  for 


LILY  WONG 

MPP  and  former  cabinet  minster  Jim  Flaherty  spoke  at  Hart  House 
on  Thursday. 

the  PCs  and  the  Alliance  surpassed     the  drive  behind  uniting  the  right? 


the  votes  for  the  Liberals. 

The  first  side  to  speak  was  the 
"Ayes,"  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Roderick  McKeown,  a  second  year 
graduate  student  argued,  "What  is 


It  shouldn't  simply  be  governing,  but 
providing  a  voice  for  constituents." 
He  went  on  to  cite  that  the  new  Con- 
See  MPP  on  page  3 
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The  2004  Hart  House  Lecture  -  "Mere  Do  I  Belong:  Defining  Citizenship 
in  the  21st  Century"  with  Or  Jennifer  Welsh,  Wed.  Mar  31  at  7:30pm  in  the 
Great  Hall.  Free.  Tickets  available  from  the  HaU  Porter's  Desk. 


WIN  an  iPodH  Complete  the  Hart  House  student  satisfaction  survey,  on  line 
at  http://gcc.ecommatrix.net/surveys/hart  house/ 
If  you  have  not  received  an  e-mail  invitation,  contact  the 
Hall  Porter's  Desk  for  the  access  code.  Please  reply  by  April  2nd. 

Monday,  March  29 

Camera  Club  Photographic  Scavenger  Hunt  in  roA(?/?to- 6:30pm,  Bickersteth 
Room,  Club  members  register  at  Hall  Porter's  Desk  to  receivp  list  of  themes.  $5. 
Chamber  Strings  Spring  Concert m\.\\  conductor,  Paul  McCulloch,  8pm  in  the 

Great  Hall,  featuring  the  works  of  Karl  Jenkins  "Palladio",  Leroy  Anderson  "Jazz 
Pizzicato",  Aaron  Copland  "Quiet  City",  Richard  Wagner  "Siegfried  Idyll",  J.S. 
Bach  "Three  Choral  Preludes",  and  Edward  Grieg  "Holberg  Suite,  op.  40".  Free. 
Refreshments.  All  welcome. 

Tuesday,  March  30 

Reading'  Co-sponsored  with  Frontier  College  -  Students  for  Literacy.  Authors 
Wayne  Johnston  and  Lee  Gowan,  7:30pm  in  the  Hart  House  Library.  Free.  All 
welcome. 

Wednesday,  March  31  , 

Midday  Mosaics  - 12  noon  in  the  Music  Room.  Free.  All  welcome.  Refreshments. 

Thursday,  April  1 

Reading  and  Book  Launch  -  Kightmod  Editions,  8pm  in  the  Hart  House  Library. 
Free.  All  welcome. 

Orchestra  Spring  Concert  featuring  piano  soloist  and  Concerto  Competition 
winner.  Valentin  Blomer  in  a  program  of  Beethoven,  Debussy,  and  Kodaly,  8pm 
in  the  Great  Hail.  Free.  All  welcome.  Refreshments  to  follow. 

Friday,  April  2 

Jazz  at  Oscars  -  Hart  House  Jazz  Ensemble,  9pm  in  the  Arbor  Room.  Licensed. 
No  cover. 

Saturday,  April  3 

Sugaring-Off  at  Hart  House  farm  -  Enjoy  a  day  of  making  maple  syrup,  maple 
toffee  and  feasting  on  ail  the  pancakes  you  can  eat!  Join  a  walking  tour  of  the 
Farm  and  a  wood-fired  sauna  by  the  pond.  Buses  leave  Hart  House  at  10:30am  ■ 
returning  7pm.  Advance  Ticket  Sales:  to  Apr.  1  $24  with  bus,  $19  without;  After 
Apr.  1  $29  with  bus  $24  without.  Families  and  Children  welcome.  Tickets  at  the 
Hall  Porter's  Desk.  Syrup  available  for  sale  at  the  Farm. 
Singers  Spring  Concert-  7pm  in  the  Great  Hall.  Free.  All  welcome. 

Sunday,  April  4 

Chorus  Spring  Concert  Spring  Concert- 3pm  in  the  Great  Hall.  Free. 
All  welcome. 

UPCOMING 

Worlds  of  Music  Spring  Wrap  Party- Thurs.  Apr.  8  at  8:30pm  in  the  Arbor  Room. 
Licensed.  No  cover. 

Graduate  Committee's  Mystery  Evening-  Fri.  Apr.  23.  "From  Monkeys  to 
fviuskets:  The  Rude  Mechanicals",  7pm  reception  for  7:30pm  show  in  the  Great 
Hall,  Early  bird  discount  up  to  Apr.  12:  Alumni  and  each  guest  $37/  U  of  T 
students  $30.  After  Apr.  12:  $42  alumni  and  each  guest.  $32  U  of  T  students. 
Tickets  available  at  the  Membership  Services  Office. 

ART  416.978.8398 

The  Justina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery-  Winners  of  the  Art  and  Photography  Competi- 
tions, Runs  to  Apr.  8. 

The  Arbor  Room-  Noor  Mohammed  "Water  Forms",  Runs  to  Apr.  25. 

ATHLETICS  416.978.2447 

Students  currently  renting  a  locker  may  renew  for  the  May-August  term  in  the 
Membership  Services  Office  between  9am,  Mon.  Apr.  5  and  12pm  Fri.  Apr.  30. 

HART  HOUSE  THEATRE  Box  Office:  416-978-8668 

Hart  House  Theatre  and  U  of  T  Dance  Coalition  present  U  OF  T FESTIVAL  OF  DANCE 
9th  annual  celebration  of  the  diversity  of  dance  at  U  of  T,  and  dance  styles  from 
all  over  the  world.  Each  night  features  a  different  eclectic  array  of  dances  from 
flamenco  to  hip  hop,  from  African  to  belly  dancing.  Thurs.  Apr.  1  to  Sat,  Apr,  3, 
7:30pm.  Tickets  $12/$10  students  &  seniors. 

GET  THE  NEWS  ON  RADIO 

Tune  in  to  BEYOND  THE  CLASSROOM,  a  weekly  radio  show  on  ClUT  89,5FM  that 
highlights  Hart  House  programmes  and  upcoming  events.  Tuesdays  from  12 
noon  to  1:00p.m. 


News 

Breaking  up 
is  hard  to 
do — unless 
you're  UBC 

BURNABY,  B.C.  (CUP)  —  British 
Columbia's  Okanagan  University  Col- 
lege will  be  split  in  two,  the  provincial 
government  announced  March  17,  but 
students  at  the  school  aren't  sure  how 
the  change  will  impact  their  educa- 
tions. 

OUC's  North  Kelowna  campus  is 
slated  to  become  part  of  the  Universi- 
ty of  B.C.,  while  the  rest  of  the  school's 
campuses  will  form  a  new  Okanagan 
College  next  year.  The  province  says 
the  move  will  make  5,500  more  spaces 
available  to  post-secondary  students 
in  the  Okanagan  region  by  2010. 

But  the  student  union  representing 
the  more  than  5,000  strong  attending 
OUC's  two  Kelowna  campuses  main- 
tains that  although  students  have  seri- 
ous questions  and  concerns  about  the 
changes  to  their  school,  they  haven't 
been  consulted. 

"We're  quite  frustrated  with  the  en- 
tire process  because  we  feel  like  we've 
been  completely  ignored,"  said  Karina 
Frisque,  president  of  the  Okanagan 
University  College  Students  Associa- 
tion in  Kelowna. 

Frisque  said  she  didn't  have  much 
luck  getting  answers  at  the  press 
conference  held  to  announce  the 
decision  because  Premier  Gordon 

See  V.B.C.  on  page  5 
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Headline 


Last  Thursday  NDP  leader  Jack  Layton  hosted  a  screen- 
ing of  "The  Corporation"  at  the  Bioor  Cinema  along 

with  650  sup- 


porters.  Other 
local  NDP  can- 
didates Michael 
Shapcott,  Peter 
Tabuns,  Rui 
Pires  and  Dan 
Harris.  With 
Paul  Martin's  of- 
fice filled  with 
former  corporate 
lobbyists,  Layton 
had  no  trouble 
drawing  paral- 
lels between 
the  film  and  the 
upcoming  elec- 
tion. Local  City 
Councilor  (and 
Layton's  part- 
ner) Olivia  Chow 
also  spoke  at  the 
event. 


"Because  Practice  Without  Approach  is  Hazardous." 

For  a  legal  problem  you  want  a  lawyer. 
For  an  LSAT  book  you  want  the  finest  authior. 
For  an  LSAT  PREP  Course  you  want  the  finest  teacher. 
Only  prep.com  offers  all  three! 

This  spring  and  summer  John  Richardson,  BA.,  LLB,  J.D.  author  of 
tvlastering  ttie  LSAT  and  Law  Scfiool  Bound  will  for  the  23'" 
consecutive  year  PERSONALLY  teach  his  LIVE  program  on  the  U  of  T 
campus.  The  Mastering  The  LSAT  program  begins  May  8  and  May  15. 
Weekend  Prep  starts  May  8,  May  15,  May  29  &  June  4. 


To  suscribe  to  the  Law  School  Bound 
email  newsletter,  email:  lawnews@prep.com 
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New  College  Residences  pj^z^j 

Tel:  416-978-2477  KvQ 
wrww.newcollege.utoronto.ca/summer 
emaii;  summer.newcolleget^utoronto.ca 


Stay  in  the  Hevv  College  Residences 
this  summer  from  $22/(jayI  This 
price  includes  a  full  marche-style 
buffet  breakfast  daily. 


Also  included  in  every  room: 
-free  phone  for  local  calls 
-broadband  internet  hookup 
-air-conditioning 


For  more  info,  check  our  website  at:  www.newcollege.utoronto.ca/summer 
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Saucy  Bulgarians  treat  campus  to  lunch 


by  IAN  HA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


A  sample  of  Bulgarian  tastes  and 
sounds  made  its  way  to  Hart  House 
last  Thursday,  as  the  Bulgarian 
Student  Association  (BSA)  hosted  a 
"Taste  of  Bulgaria"  five-buck  lunch 
in  the  Great  Hall. 

Treated  to  ambient  Bulgarian 
pipe  music  and  a  video  display  of 
folkdance,  students  and  faculty  alike 
gorged  themselves  on  traditional 
Bulgarian  fare.  Surprisingly,  the  ex- 
pected dose  of  meat  products  that 
tends  to  characterize  Slavic  dishes 
was  hardly  to  be  seen. 

"We  eat  a  lot  of  meat  but  not  a 
lot  of  seafood,  almost  none  at  all," 
explained  fourth-year  Commerce 
student  Antoaneta  Borchoukova. 

Along    with    stuffed  peppers. 


guvech  (mixed  veggies)  and  oven- 
baked  pumpkin  for  dessert,  was 
banica,  a  popular  cheese  pie  eaten 
all  over  Bulgaria. 

"We  eat  banica  for  breakfast, 
dinner,  desert,"  said  BSA  president 
Evelina  Encheva,  laughing. 

"She's  just  kidding,"  said  Borchou- 
kova. 

Apparently,  however,  it  does  won- 
ders for  the  waist  size.  "The  whole 
diet  is  so  different  than  from  here, 
people  are  slimmer,"  explained  Bor- 
choukova. 

"Most  Bulgarian  women  are  very 
beautiful,"  added  Encheva. 

And  what  of  Bulgarian  men? 

"Dark  hair,  dark  eyes.  They're  so- 
cial, have  a  sense  of  humour,"  said 
Borchoukova. 

"They're  enduring,"  said  a  Bulgar- 
ian man  rather  mysteriously,  walk- 


ing away. 

Next  to  the  eating  patrons  was  a 
table  display  of  Bulgarian  medieval 
artifacts  and  religious  iconography. 
Pictures  of  traditional  Bulgarian  life 
and  houses,  as  well  as  books  and 
captions  detailing  Bulgarian  poli- 
tics, were  also  on  display. 

Bulgaria,  a  Christian  Orthodox 
country  sandwiched  between  Ser- 
bia, Romania,  Greece  and  Turkey, 
has  a  population  of  7.6  million.  Like 
many  former  Eastern  bloc  countries, 
Bulgaria  has  struggled  with  market 
reforms  as  it  sought  to  integrate 
more  fully  with  the  West  after  com- 
munism's downfall  in  1989.  Fourth- 
year  economics  major  Mariana 
Foukleva  recalls  queues  of  200  each 
morning  at  5  am  just  to  buy  bread  in 
the  time  immediately  after  1989. 

"That  was  bad,"  she  said. 


But  those  tough  times  have  not 
diminished  the  Bulgarian  spirit  for 
fun.  Bulgaria's  pub  life  is  as  vibrant 
as  ever. 

"The  young  people  there... go  out 
every  day,"  said  Borchoukova. 

"The  education  there  is  not  that 
stressful,"  said  Encheva.  "You  can 
spend  more  time  on  other  things." 

A  hit  with  cash-strapped  stu- 
dents, the  five-buck  lunch  event 
is  a  chance  for  campus  groups  to 
advertise  their  organizations  to  the 
student  body. 

Recent  events  include  a  Carib- 
bean themed  lunch,  complete  with 
oxtail  and  fall-right-off-the-bone  jerk 
chicken.  And  just  last  month  saw  a 
zine-themed  event,  where,  along 
with  burgers  and  fries,  attendees 
could  chat  with  local  artists  and  pe- 
ruse alternative  graphic  magazines. 


J//'P»  Continued  from  page  I 

servative  Party  evidently  does  not 
have  a  strong  base  providing  a  voice 
for  its  constituents  with  only  37  per 
cent  turnout  in  their  latest  leader- 
ship convention. 

His  partner,  Ethan  Hoddes,  a 
second-year  Trinity  student  later 
argued,  "We  already  have  a  party 
that  adopts  others  viewpoints  to 
get  elected,"  referring  to  the  Liberal 
Party.  He  said  that  the  NDP  shows  a 
good  example  of  how  to  make  a  dif- 
ference from  the  opposition  bench- 
es: they  introduced  and  pushed  for 
Medicare,  and  not  only  did  the  Lib- 
eral party  adopt  it,  it  has  become  a 
hallmark  of  Canadian  patriotism. 

On  the  "No"  side,  Stephen  Shap- 
iro a  third-year  University  College 


argued,  "This  country  needs  an  al- 
ternative." He  said  that  with  both  the 
Alliance  and  the  PCs  stuck  in  their 
regions  in  the  east  and  west,  they 
did  not  have  a  credible  chance  of 
forming  government.  He  went  on  to 
say  that  Canadians  need  a  credible 
opposition  to  moderate  the  govern- 
ment, and  in  turn  the  opposition 
needs  the  desire  to  get  elected  to 
moderate  their  position. 

The  concluding  speaker  for  the 
"No"  side,  third  year  Engineering  stu- 
dent Daniel  Schwartz-Narbourne,  ar- 
gued that  the  Liberal  Party  functions 
like  a  giant  amoeba  which  engulfs 
the  organic  ideas  of  other  parties. 

He  argued  that  in  the  past  10  years 
Canada  has  essentially  become  a 
one  party  state.  He  said  that  the 
Liberal  Party  has  shown  that  single 


party  rule  becomes  insular  and 
degrades  into  scandal.  He  went  on 
to  say  that  it  is  better  to  have  the 
different  types  of  conservative  opin- 
ion, social  and  fiscal,  under  a  single 
party  banner  that  works  together. 
"The  Liberal  Party  is  allowed  to  have 
diverse  opinion,  why  can't  the  Con- 
servatives?" 

McKeown,  the  first  speaker,  was  al- 
lowed a  rebuttal  at  the  end,  and  in  it 
simply  stated,  "The  parties  that  stick 
with  the  ideals  they  come  in  with  are 
a  success.  This  is  a  debate  between 
idealism  and  opportunism." 

Following  the  debate,  Flaherty 
spoke  on  the  side  of  the  "Ayes."  Be- 
fore he  spoke,  he  joked,  "I'm  used 
to  speaking  at  the  legislature,  not 
in  front  of  a  live  audience."  When 
he  got  serious,  he  spoke  strongly  in 


favour  of  the  united  party.  However, 
he  does  not  like  the  left-right  spec- 
trum: "It  is  intellectual  laziness  for 
those  who  do  not  want  to  deal  with 
real  issues."  Representing  true  con- 
servative ideals,  Flaherty  reminded 
the  audience  that  Canada's  "system 
was  not  designed  for  proportional 
representation,  but  reflects  the  Brit- 
ish parliamentary  system  of  clear 
choices  between  parties...  Canada 
was  not  a  healthy  democracy  over 
the  past  10  years." 

After  all  the  speeches  were  made 
the  audience  voted  on  the  resolu- 
tion, by  exiting  through  the  east 
doors  (for  the  Ayes)  or  west  doors 
(for  the  No  side)  and  reentering  to 
hear  the  verdict.  Flaherty  watched 
with  glee  as  only  one  person  walked 
out  the  "Ayes"  door. 
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their  $22  goes,"  stie  said.  "I  also 
was  concerned  by  the  fact  that 
ECSU  merely  has  to  present  their 
statements  and  not  get  them  ap- 
proved by  a  majority  of  students 
and  1  was  really  surprised  when 
the  chair  in  the  middle  of  the  meet- 
ing wouldn't  even  allow  questions 
pertaining  to  The  Canada  Corpora- 
tions Act  which  clearly  states  that 
the  financial  statements  have  to 
get  approved  by  a  majority  of  the 
shareholders,  in  this  case  the  stu- 
dents, and  ECSU's  executive  didn't 
do  so." 

To  such  doubts,  Mirza  re- 
sponded that  as  far  as  ECSU  is 
concerned,  they  submitted  the 
reports  that  have  been  audited 
to  date,  thus  satisfying  the  Can- 
ada Corporations  Act  and  stated 
"ECSU  ran  it's  AGM  as  per  its  con- 
stitution. We  did  exactly  what  was 
required  of  us  to  amend  the  fact 
that  past  AGM's  were  not  as  well 
conducted.  Perhaps  the  confusion 
is  coming  from  the  fact  that  the 
students  didn't  fully  understand 
what  needed  to  be  done." 

He  further  stresses  that  ECSU  is 
in  fact  willing  to  present  further 
detail  and  documentation  to  any 
student  interested. 

Ahmed  feels  that  as  a  student 
union,  ECSU  should  offer  far  more 
transparency  as  to  how  it  spends 
its  money,  as  she  says  its  not  just 
about  satisfying  the  base  require- 
ments. "My  big  worry  is  that  I  don't 
understand  why  SAC  is  so  trying  to 
be  involved  in  ECSU,"  said  Arduini. 
"SAC  is  basically  helping  three 
candidates.  Not  that  SAC  doesn't 
do  a  good  job,  but  why  such  an 
interest  if  it's  a  separate  body?" 

As  a  closing  note  on  the  AGM's 
proceedings  Mirza  said  "1  am  abso- 
lutely comfortable  and  confident 
with  what  I  said  and  what  Sean 
[Sean  O'Connell,  ECSU  VP  Finance] 
did.  But  I  think  it's  despicable  that 
university  [politics]  of  such  a  low 
level  came  into  the  event.  If  we're 
going  to  get  so  crass,  we  might  as 
well  fling  shit  at  each  other." 

Observing  second-year  student 
Miranda  MacDonald  was  bewil- 
dered, calling  the  atmosphere  at 
the  AGM  "vicious,"  but  noted  that 
"at  least  there  was  free  pizz^." 
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Professor  Ken  Gass, 
Drama 

"He's  actually  brilliant.  He's 
eccentric  and  had  a  wonderfully 
quirky  quality  that  draws  you 
to  him.  If  you  spend  time  with 
him  you'd  develop  a  sort  of 
kindergarten  crush  on  him". 


Professor  Scott  Browning, 
Chemistry 

"He  has  this  really  passionate 
nerd  thing  going  on  that  was  really 
sexy". 
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News 


Military  experts  debate  the  future  of  war 


by  JONATHAN  COUTTS-ZAWADZKI 

History  has  shown  that  every  cen- 
tury has  at  least  two  major  wars.  Del- 
egates from  the  military  and  NGOs 
say  that  we  can  only  hope  for  peace, 
but  Canada  needs  to  take  a  more 
active  role  in  international  affairs  to 
prevent  wars  of  the  future. 

These  delegates  gathered  at  the 
St.  Lawrence  Centre  in  Toronto  to 
debate  about  the  balance  of  diplo- 
macy, defense  and  development, 
and  whether  Canada  should  do  more 
to  determine  its  own  destiny  and  the 
fate  of  the  world. 

"We  just  came  from  a  century 
where  we  can  kill  people  at  the  100 
million  rate,"  said  retired  col.  Howie 
Marsh,  senior  defense  analyst  with 
the  Conference  of  Defense  Associa- 
tions. "The  long-term  trend  indicates 
that  in  this  century  we  will  kill  a  bil- 
lion to  two  billion  people  in  global 
conflicts." 

Marsh  said  that  since  the  introduc- 
tion of  gunpowder  in  1385,  studies 


of  the  last  4,000  conflicts  show  that 
the  amount  of  wars  multiplies  by  10 
every  100  years. 

He  suggests  that  as  the  population 
increases  from  eight  billion  to  12  bil- 
lion, the  number  of  psychotic  people 
will  increase  as  well. 

"The  evil  leaders  that  we  had  in 
the  last  100  years,  we  will  get  that 
number  in  the  next  50  years,"  Marsh 
said. 

His  concerns  of  war  were  centered 
mainly  on  a  group  or  nation  attack- 
ing the  US  with  nuclear  weapons. 
He  said  that  the  U.S.  would  then 
retaliate  ten-fold  with  their  nuclear 
armament.  But  Marsh's  greatest 
concern  is  not  nuclear  weapons  but 
something  far  more  terrifying. 

"One  of  the  biggest  concerns  in  the 
next  ten  years  is  DNA-based  weap- 
ons, where  they  target  racial  groups 
through  DNA,"  Marsh  said. 

Olivia  Ward,  renowned  war  corre- 
spondent for  the  Toronto  Star,  hopes 
for  peace  in  this  coming  century  but 
foresees  many  current  wars  escalat- 


ing to  disastrous  levels.  Her  biggest 
concern  is  the  conflict  between  India 
and  Pakistan  over  Kashmir. 

Ten  years  ago.  Ward  interviewed 
people  on  the  Indian  side  during  an 
escalating  period  of  conflict. 

"They  had  been  extremely  ready 
at  one  point  in  using  them,"  Ward 
said.  "And  they  were  only  deterred 
by  something  as  mundane  as  the 
weather." 

Ward  said  that  if  a  nuclear  war 
breaks  out  in  the  Indian  subconti- 
nent, it  would  surely  be  followed  by 
incredible  mayhem  and  could  lead  to 
a  domino  effect  bringing  the  rest  of 
the  world  into  war. 

Concerned  over  the  wars  in  Israel, 
the  civil  war  in  Iraq  and  a  foreseeable 
revolt  in  Iran,  Ward  said  that  Canada 
cannot  prepare  for  war  because  of 
the  unpredictability  of  how  it  will 
catch  on  internationally.  She  only 
hopes  that  she  will  not  have  to  report 
in  another  war  zone  like  she  has  done 
in  Chechnya,  Tajikistan,  Georgia, 
Azerbaijan,  Armenia,  Kosovo,  Serbia, 


Macedonia,  Iraq  and  the  conflict  in 
Israel. 

Roy  Culpeper,  the  president  of  the 
North-South  Institute,  a  Canadian 
institute  focused  on  international  de- 
velopment, also  foresees  an  upcom- 
ing war  but  believes  strongly  that 
Canada  should  not  get  ready  to  fight. 

"Preparing  for  war,  makes  war 
more  likely,"  Culpeper  said.  "We 
should  put  a  lot  more  effort  in  pre- 
paring and  planning  for  peace  and 
sustainable  and  equitable  develop- 
ment." 

If  history  should  repeat  itself,  there 
should  be  at  least  two  wars  that  will 
effect  Canada  directly.  Although  dis- 
agreeing on  where  defense  spending 
should  take  place,  all  the  panelists 
at  this  event  shared  the  view  that 
although  Canada  is  a  pacifist  nation, 
it  must  step  up  spending  in  develop- 
ment, diplomacy  and  defense.  This 
spending  is  to  help  Canada  take  a 
stand  in  stopping  the  conflicts  at 
large  across  the  world  and  prevent- 
ing an  upcoming  world  war. 
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Campbell  and  Minister  of  Advanced 
Education  Shirley  Bond  spoke  only 
with  the  media  and  refused  to  talk  to 
students.  UBC  administrators  did  dis- 
cuss the  takeover  with  students,  she 
said,  but  couldn't  offer  much  in  the 
way  of  details. 

"We  can't  get  excited  about  this  pro- 
posal," Frisque  said,  "if  we  don't  even 
know  what  we  stand  to  gain,  and  what 
we  stand  to  lose." 

The  University  of  B.C.,  Okanagan 
will  share  a  president  and  board  of 
governors  with  UBC's  Vancouver 
campus,  but  will  have  its  own  sen- 
ate. The  arrangement  is  based  on 
the  University  of  California  system. 


Students  at  both  campuses  will  pay 
the  same  tuition  fees  and  receive  the 
same  degrees. 

The  student  union  is  concerned  that 
there  won't  be  adequate  student  rep- 
resentation on  the  new  university's 
governing  bodies.  It's  worried  that  stu- 
dents in  the  middle  of  their  programs 
could  be  affected  if  requirements  are 
changed  to  meet  UBC  standards. 

The  government  didn't  fairly  consid- 
er a  proposal  to  turn  OUC  into  a  full, 
independent  university,  Frisque  said. 

In  a  telephone  interview  from 
Kelowna,  UBC  president  Martha  Piper 
admitted  students  hadn't  been  con- 
sulted about  the  takeover,  but  they 
will  be  now  that  it's  official. 

"We'll  be  consulting  with  students 


as  we  move  forward  to  try  to  develop 
the  programs  that  make  sense,  and 
involve  students  in  that,"  Piper  said. 
"But  up  until  now,  this  has  been  a 
government  decision,  and  we  put  a 
proposal  in  and  we  were  waiting  for 
the  government  to  make  a  decision." 

Piper  said  the  new  university  would 
be  able  to  offer  more  courses  than 
OUC.  The  UBC  president  also  said 
Okanagan  students  would  benefit 
from  a  bigger  library  and  new  resi- 
dences. 

UBC  Okanagan  will  offer  under- 
graduate and  graduate  programs.  It 
is  expected  to  serve  7,500  students 
by  2009. 

Frisque  said  that  while  it's  impor- 
tant to  create  more  spaces  for  stu- 


dents at  universities,  she's  worried 
that  without  increased  government 
funding  they  could  cost  students 
through  higher  tuition  fees  or  larger 
class  sizes. 
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Scene  from  Dogma 


Gentlemen  losers 

Kevin  Smith  speaks  for  lost  generation  of men 


byANDYCANIVET 

VARSITY  STAFF 


They  say  nice  guys  finish  last,  and 
in  a  post-feminist  era,  it's  more  true 
than  ever.  They  don't  know  how  to 
grow  up — a  problem  defined  viscer- 
ally  in  Fight  Club,  but  also  in  the  mov- 
ies of  Kevin  Smith. 

In  last  issue's  Arts  section,  Sarah 
Barmak  condemns  Smith  for  appar- 
ent themes  of  misogyny  in  his  work. 
But,  despite  his  juvenile  sense  of 
humour.  Smith's  core  themes  are 
sexual  and  emotional  maturity;  not 
the  enforcement  of  sexual  taboos. 

The  punishment  Alyssa  suffers 
in  Chasing  Amy  comes  from  female 
friends  who  criticise  her  for  "selling 
out"  when  she  refuses  to  be  limited 
by  any  narrow  definition  of  sexual- 
ity, even  "lesbian."  She  realizes  love 
means  more  than  who  you  sleep 
with.  Her  boyfriend  isn't  as  mature, 
so  she  dumps  him  in  the  end — and 
it's  clear  that  Holden's  insecurity,  not 
Alyssa's  sexual  history,  is  to  blame 
for  their  problems. 

In  Clerks,  Dante's  ex,  Caitlin,  is 
"slutty"  because  she  treats  him  like  a 
toy,  not  because  she's  too  sexual.  The 
insecure  Dante  is  disturbed  to  learn 
his  caring  girlfriend  has  given  head 
to  37  men — but  no  one  is  punished. 
Caitlin  gets  herself  \n  trouble  with  her 
own  recklessness  (even  if  it  is  greatly 
hyperbolized). 

Smith  plainly  admires  liberated 
yet  mature  women  like  Alyssa  and 
Veronica.  He  goes  further  and  makes 
God  a  woman  in  Dogma  (how's  that 
for  slavery  to  Catholic  tradition?) 

His  morality  is  nothing  more  than 
"be  mature,  be  nice,  and  be  sen- 
sible." 


Don't  be  insecure  like  Holden  or 
Dante,  don't  use  people  like  Caitlin, 
and  don't  sleep  with  just  anyone. 

Avoid  "damaged  goods"  because 
in-your-face  sexuality  is  more  often  a 
fearful  attempt  to  regain  control  lost 
to  abuse  than  it  is  a  free  exploration. 
Horrible  as  this  is,  victims  often  lash 
out  at  safe  targets. 

Kind,  naive  men  are  wise  to  avoid 
being  emotional  crutches  or  punch- 
ing bags  for  troubled  women,  just 
as  women  are  wise  to  avoid  troubled 
men. 

Characters  like  Jay  are  obvi- 
ously intolerant,  but  that's  the  point. 
Smith's  humour  may  aim  at  the  gut- 
ter, but  intolerance,  immaturity,  and 
insecurity  are  the  hubris  of  his  male 
characters — traits  to  overcome,  not 
emulate. 

Silent  Bob  is  Smith's  true  represen- 
tative. He's  got  many  qualities  women 
admire:  he's  sensitive,  kind,  humble, 
thoughtful.  But  he  lacks  ambition  and 
confidence.  He's  a  boy  wanting  to  be 
a  man,  but  unsure  how — just  like  the 
lads  in  Smith's  core  audience. 

Many  of  them  have  been  bullied  all 
their  lives.  Barmak  says  a  lot  about 
Smith's  supposed  misogyny,  but  only 
after  a  lengthy  "misandrous"  slam 
of  his  fans  and  characters;  referring 
to  them  as  social  misfits;  futureless 
schlubs;  and  infantile,  pathetic, 
uncouth  losers — just  the  sort  of 
thing  they  spent  their  youths  having 
drilled  into  their  identities  by  every 
intolerant  girl  or  more  aggressive  guy 
they  encountered.  Are  they  bullied 
because  they're  losers,  or  are  they 
losers  because  they're  bullied? 

Many  of  these  young  men  grow  up 
without  fathers  in  an  age  of  divorce, 
deadbeat  dads,  and  economic  hard- 


ship. The  only  heroes  (mature,  bal- 
anced men)  they  have  to  look  up 
to  are  in  comic  books  and  fantasy, 
because  there  sure  as  shit  ain't  any 
in  the  mainstream.  Whoring  pro- 
athletes,  pimpin'  hip-hop  gangstas, 
pathetic  sitcom  dads,  and  pouty 
metrosexuals  simply  don't  cut  it  as 
healthy  role  models. 

How  are  these  boys  supposed  to 
be  confident  or  mature  when  they  get 
older?  Where  would  they  get  realistic 
gender  images  in  a  society  that  says 
women  should  be  respected  uncondi- 
tionally while  men  are  to  be  scorned 
or  pitied? 

Men  who  buy  into  this  double  stan- 
dard are  never  respected  by  women, 
who  are  totally  unaccountable  if  they 
happen  to  be  cruel. 

The  pendulum  of  gender  equality 
has  swung  way  too  far  the  other  way. 
Women  can  treat  men  like  shit,  and 
nice  guys  will  blame  themselves  for 
it.  If  they  protest,  they  are  dismissed 
as  desperate  losers,  "stalkers,"  or 
misogynists. 

Meanwhile,  women  complain  about 
the  insensitivity  of  their  boyfriends. 

Perhaps  instead  of  pitying  the  boys 
trying  to  be  men,  women  might  offer 
respect  and  encouragement.  Remem- 
ber The  Frog  Prince?  Give  a  willing 
boy  something  to  be  confident  about 
and  he'll  grow  into  the  role. 

Just  a  thought.  We'll  be  here  when 
you  figure  it  out,  ladies. 

In  the  meantime,  Kevin,  me,  and 
all  the  other  fanboys  will  enjoy  our 
stupid  jokes  and  hero  quests. 

We'll  eventually  grow  up,  with  or 
without  you,  but  we  no  longer  have 
any  time  or  respect  for  anyone,  man 
or  woman,  who  does  not  respect  us 
in  return. 


LETTERS 


Better  war 
coverage 

Re:  Scorn  for  the  USA, 
Mar.  22 


The  Varsity's  depiction  of  the 
March  20th  anti-war  protest  was 
misleading  and  disappointing. 
Your  photo  on  the  cover  of  the 
Thursday  (Mar.  22)  issue  repre- 
sents the  kind  of  sensationalism 
that  student  newspapyers  should 
be  able  to  rise  above.  For  your 
information,  there  was  a  student 
march  before  the  city-wide  rally 
that  drew  hundreds  of  students 
from  across  the  city  together  in 
opposition  to  the  year-long  oc- 
cupation of  Iraq. 

It  would  have  been  nice  to  have 
The  Varsity  cover  this  event,  since 
it  is  a  student  newspaper.  Stu- 
dents for  Peace  in  Iraq,  the  U  of  T 
coalition  that  has  been  organizing 
this  student  march  for  months, 
placed  an  ad  in  The  Varsity  that 
should  have  reminded  you  that 
the  march  was  taking  place.  Do 
you  read  your  own  paper? 

It  also  would  have  been  nice  if 
there  were  an  actual  article  about 
the  city-wide  demonstration  of 
8,000  people  in  the  pouring  rain. 
You  might  have  been  able  to  inter- 
view U.S.  soldier  Jeremy  Hinzman 
who  is  a  conscientious  objector. 
Jeremy  showed  his  "true  colours" 
by  voicing  his  moral  opposition  to 
the  deaths  of  10,000  Iraqi  Civilians 
and  nearly  400  U.S.  soldiers  since 
the  war  on  Iraq  began.  Perhaps 
The  Varsity  could  do  its  job  at  the 
next  anti-war  demo  and  actually 
write  an  article. 

Kelly  Holloway 


Chasing 
balance? 

Re:  Misogynist,  or  genius? 
Mar.  25 


Before  1  begin,  I  should  note  that 
1  am  not  one  of  Smith's  rabid  fans 
whose  "images  of  women  have 
been  formed  by  images  of  block- 
buster films  and  Vampirella." 

Sarah  Barmak  seems  to  have 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  Kevin 
Smith's  body  of  work,  yet  she 
somehow  forgets  to  acknowledge 
the  material  that  might  refute  her 
argument. 

Presumably,  she  has  seen^ln 
Evening  with  Kevin  Smith,  and  she 
would  know  that  his  motives  for 


making  Chasing  Amy  stem  from 
the  fact  that  his  brother  came  out 
of  the  closet  and  was  annoyed 
that  Hollywood  movies  portrayed 
straight  relationships  exclusively. 

She  probably  would  have  also 
noted  that  he  said  he  can't  make  a 
movie  that  is  exclusively  preach- 
ing a  dogma,  and  so  tempers  it 
by  throwing  in  the  random  "dick 
joke." 

Her  "damaged  goods"  argu- 
ment seems  to  miss  the  point  of 
Chasing  Amy  itseU.  In  the  movie. 
Silent  Bob  tells  the  story  of  "Chas- 
ing Amy,"  and  of  how  the  he  let 
the  love  of  his  life  go  because  he 
couldn't  reconcile  her  past.  He 
tells  Holden  not  to  make  the  same 
mistake. 

It's  also  why  Holden  gets  an- 
noyed with  Silent  Bob  for  giving 
him  bad  advice  in  "Jay  and  Silent 
Bob  Strike  Back." 

Going  past  the  plot  itself,  he 
also  defends  the  movie  in  the 
Chasing  Amy  commentary,  where 
he  says  that  the  point  of  the 
movie  wasn't  that  "all  a  lesbian 
needs  is  a  good  dicking,"  as  many 
of  his  detractors  claim. 

The  fact  that  she  can  invoke  lit- 
tle known  material,  like  the  Clerks 
comic  books  and  Chasing  Dogma, 
yet  ignore  the  movies  themselves, 
and  Smith's  actual  comments, 
smacks  of  a  lack  of  journalistic 
integrity  and  a  blatant  disregard 
for  the  facts. 

Either  that,  or  this  is  a  case  of 
wilful  ignorance,  which  is  worse. 

Allen  Kwan 
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On  April  1  tickets  go  on  sale  for  the 
Glastonbury  Festival,  the  legend- 
ary granddaddy  of  all  music  festi- 
vals and  one  of  the  few  large-scale 
events  left  that  truly  embodies  the  spirit  of 
the  '60s.  If  the  grind  and  grunt  of  student 
life  in  grey,  productivity- driven  Toronto  has 
sapped  you  of  the  will  to  live,  if  you  plan  on 
following  the  well-trodden  trail  of  Ccinadian 
travelers  with  flags  on  their  backpacks  to 
Europe  this  summer,  make  this  English  fes- 
tival one  of  your  stops. 

For  Glastonbury  is  more  than  just  a  music 
festival.  The  lineup  of  bands  is  impressive, 
for  sure.  Last  year  featured  a  whopping 
246  bands  on  eight  stages,  including  REM, 
Radiohead,  The  Roots,  Blackalicious,  Ra- 
zhel,  The  Darkness,  The  Flaming  Lips,  Beth 
Orton,  The  Damned,  The  Doves,  Grandaddy, 
Lamb,  Moby,  The  Polyphonic  Spree,  Love, 
Primal  Scream,  The  Buena  Vista  Social  Club, 
The  Rapture,  The  Streets,  Super  Furry  Ani- 
mals, Sigur  Ros,  Supergrass,  Yo  La  Tengo, 
Tricky,  John  Cede,  The  Chemical  Brothers, 
Pete  Yorn,  Squarepusher,  The  Manic  Street 
Preachers  emd  Aphex  Twin,  just  to  name  a 
few. 

But  there's  also  a  movie  theatre,  a  circus, 
a  cabaret,  a  craft  field  (full  of  blacksmiths, 
carpenters  and  artists),  a  healing  field  (reiki 
therapists,  meditation  workshops  and  the 


like),  several  dance  zones,  a  communal  veg- 
etable garden,  and  the  Left  Field,  an  arena  k 
for  information  campaigns,  solar  powered  • 
showers,  and  political  debate.  And  if  all  that 
dirty  hippy  crap  doesn't  suit  you,  there's 
also  endless  Icines  of  stalls,  cafes,  activities, 
and  booze  tents  to  amuse  yourself  with.  \ 

The  festival  takes  place  on  sacred  pagan  s 
grounds,  and  is  probably  the  only  festival  in  ij 
the  world  where  you  can  find  an  authentic  | 
stone  circle.  And  being  of  pagan  origin,  the  a 
circle  naturally  becomes  the  official  drug  (i 
market  for  the  festivcil.  Anything  you  want,  k 
you'll  find  at  the  stone  circle.  In  the  laidback,  | 
free-spirited  vibe  of  the  festival,  people  | 
abandon  all  reserve.  Sit  for  five  minutes  % 
near  the  circle  and  the  shouts  of,  "Hash  h 
truffles  for  sale,  one  pound  each  or  seven  ^ 
for  a  fiver!"  "Acid,  I've  got  acid,  two  pounds  ^ 
a  drop!"  and  "Has  anyone  got  any  free-base  jg 
speed?"  will  fill  your  ears.  ft 

Ever  had  that  experience  when  you  over-  ^ 
hear  a  fragment  of  a  conversation,  and  that  jji 
fragment  sticks  in  your  brain  like  a  shard  of  - 
glass  forever?  Try  this  on  for  size:  "Have  you 
been  doing  K  all  night?"  asked  one  reveller. 
"I  hope  so!"  was  the  reply.  The  festival  can  ^. 
at  times  just  seem  like  one  gigantic  drug  fest,  li. 
so  if  you're  uncomfortable  being  around  that  \ 
kind  of  depravity,  stay  near  the  more  main- 1| 
stream  parts  of  the  festival. 

Despite  Glastonbury's  reputation  for  de- 
bauchery, however,  the  festival  is  overrun 
with^children.  Kids  under  12  get  in  for  free 
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and  an  entire  area  of  the  grounds  is  set  aside 
for  them,  filled  with  music,  arts,  crafts  and 
gcimes  to  expand  their  imaginations.  Having 
dreadlocked  infants  all  over  the  place  actu- 
ally makes  the  festival  a  whole  lot  better  as 
people  are  more  mindful  of  their  behaviour. 

You  couldn't  possibly  go  to  this  festival 
and  not  have  fun.  There  is  truly  no  other  cel- 
ebration like  this  one — the  Burning  Man  fes- 
tival compares  in  spirit,  but  pales  in  size  and 
scale.  But  the  most  remarkable  thing  about 
Glastonbury  is  not  the  number  of  bands,  the 
location,  or  the  diversity  of  things  to  do — it's 
the  spirit. 

It  sounds  like  bogus  hippy  drivel,  but  the 
vibe  of  the  festival  really  is  unlike  any  other. 
People  cire  filthy,  showers  are  scarce,  the 
portable  toilets  are  absolutely  terrifying, 
and  sleep  is  impossible  as  music  plays  al- 
most nonstop.  But  no  matter  where  you  go, 
people  are  almost  unnaturally  nice  to  each 
other.  Complete  strangers  will  lend/give  you 
anything  you  need:  water,  food,  blankets, 
tent  space,  toilet  paper,  toothbrushes.  If 
living  in  a  city  has  made  you  crusty,  Glaston- 
bury will  remind  you  that  at  their  core,  peo- 
ple want  to  be  nice,  and  people  enjoy  being 
nice.  Fuck  Woodstock  II,  and  especially  fuck 
Woodstock  2001 — nobody  gets  raped,  and 
no  towers  get  torn  down  in  cockrock-fueled 
destruction  at  Glastonbury. 

If  you're  goi  ng  to  make  your  way  to  England 
for  the  festival,  make  sure  you  buy  a  ticket. 
The  longstanding  tradition  was  for  100,000 


people  to  buy  tickets,  and  for  the  same 
number  to  cut  holes  in  the  fence  and  break 
in.  But  with  a  new  8.5  mile  perimeter  steel 
fence,  complete  with  watchtowers,  nobody 
breaks  into  the  festival  anymore.  Enclosing 
the  epicenter  of  free  love  and  hippydom  in  a 
barrier  that  could  safely  guard  a  prison  may 
seem  harsh,  but  imagine  the  following  sce- 
nario: the  lineup  for  a  stand  of  50  toilets  is 
100  metres  long.  After  waiting  for  20  minutes 
you  finally  reach  a  stall,  only  to  find  that  the 
pile  of  hippy  shit  inside  reaches  above  the 
rim.  Now,  imagine  that  there's  twice  as  many 
people  in  the  park.  You  get  the  idea. 

So  spring  the  S120  for  a  ticket — it  gets  you 
five  days  of  nonstop  hijinx  in  a  grownup 
playground  seven  square  miles  in  size.  You 
won't  be  bombarded  with  advertisements, 
water  is  free,  and  security  generally  leaves 
you  alone,  even  with  a  bag  of  mushrooms 
bulging  out  of  your  pocket.  And  if  the  spirit 
of  the  festival  takes  you  over  and  you  can't 
bear  to  leave,  you  don't  have  to — festival 
organizer  Michael  Eavis,  who  owns  the 
farm  on  which  the  festival  has  taken  place 
since  1970,  will  let  you  stay  another  month 
if  you  help  clean  up  all  the  litter.  And  after 
125,000  drug-addled,  sunshine-intoxicated 
weekend  hippies  have  spent  five  days 
sprawling  on  the  grass,  you  could  easily 
make  back  the  money  you  spent  on  your 
ticket  by  picking  up  the  cash  and  bags  of 
weed  festival  goers  leave  behind  in  their 
forgetful  summer  bliss. 
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The  chameleon  of 
colour  vision 


Pacific  pink  salmon  can  change 
tlieir  colour  vision  so  they  are 
sensitive  to  different  colours  at 
different  stages  of  their  lives. 
Opsins,  the  visual  pigment  pro- 
teins that  respond  to  specific 
colours,  were  assumed  to  remain 
constant  throughout  an  animal's 
life.  In  humans,  for  example,  the 
combination  of  red,  green,  and 
blue-sensitive  pigments  com- 
bine to  produce  the  colourful 
spectrum  we  observe.  However, 
Canadian  scientists  report  that 
different  pigments  are  produced 
by  the  salmon  to  adapt  to  its 
changing  lifestyle,  as  it  migrates 
from  shallow  rivers  to  deeper 
waters  during  its  aging  process. 
Some  coloiars  of  light,  such  as 
blue,  can  travel  further  through 
water  than  other  colours.  The 
type  of  light  that  you  can  see  var- 
ies with  the  depth  of  water.  The 
salmon  switches  its  visual  sensi- 
tivity from  ultraviolet  to  blue  as 
it  moves  into  deeper  water  by 
producing  opsins  with  different 
colour  sensitivities.  This  discov- 
ery represents  a  new  mechanism 
in  the  regulation  of  colour  vision 
in  animals. 
HAOWEI  SUN 
Source:  Nature 


Smaller  is  smarter 


by  JOANNE  TANG 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Remember  reading  in  the  paper 
about  "smart  homes" — houses 
that  signal  coffee  makers  to  turn 
on  when  you  wake  up  and  lock  the 
door  when  you  leave?  That  was 
only  the  tip  of  the  iceberg.  These 
days,  researchers  are  busy  making 
everything  smarter — and  smaller. 

At  a  recent  talk  on  applications 
of  nanotechnology  in  space.  Dr. 
Robert  Gorbet  discussed  the  po- 
tential of  "smart  materials."  These 
are  materials  with  properties  that 
we  can  take  advantage  of,  such 
as  shape  changes  in  response  to 
changes  in  temperature. 

"They're  a  novel  class  of  materi- 
als," says  the  assistant  professor  of 
electrical  and  computer  engineer- 
ing at  the  University  of  Waterloo.  "1 
use  the  word  'novel'  because  a  lot 
of  materials  change  behaviour  un- 
der changing  environments — for 
example,  steel  expands,  but  it 
doesn't  expand  in  a  way  that  we 
can  take  advantage  of."  Smart  ma- 
terials, on  the  other  hand,  react 
to  changes  in  the  environment  in 
ways  that  we  can  use. 

So  what  are  these  smart  materi- 
als and  what  are  they  good  for? 
Gorbet  cited  shape  memory  al- 
loys (SMAs)  as  an  example.  SMAs 
are  metals  that  can  be  severely 
deformed,  and  then  heated  up  to 
return  to  their  original  shape — or 
"remembered  length,"  as  Gorbet 
puts  it  while  demonstrating  with  a 
metal  string.  SMAs  rely  on  temper- 


This  device  will  travel  to  Mars  in  2007  on  the  Phoenix  Lander 
mission.  The  wires  inside  are  smart  materials,  and  a  tiny 
camera  inside  will  monitor  how  the  wires  behave  in  the  Martian 
environment  to  further  understand  how  they  could  be  used  in 


ature  changes  to  generate  motion  ' 
and  perform  work. 

Clementine,  the  lunar  spacecraft 
launched  in  1994  to  map  the  lunar 
surface,  used  the  properties  of 
SMAs  to  separate  its  solar  panels. 
Electrical  signals  activated  the  re- 
sistance heater,  raising  the  temper- 
ature of  the  SMA,  which  expanded 
and  generated  a  very  large  force  to 
rupture  the  screw  that  connected 
the  panels.  As  a  non-explosive 
way  of  deploying  objects  in  space, 
SMAs  have  since  been  used  in  26 
other  spacecrafts. 

Dr.  Glenn  Hibbard,  an  assistant 
professor  in  materials  science  and 


engineering  science  at  U  of  T,  was 
also  present.  He  is  interested  in 
manipulating  metals  at  the  atomic 
level  to  make  them  stronger. 

Materials  like  brass  can  bend 
because  of  "loopholes"  in  their 
atomic  structure.  Working  with 
metals  like  iron-nickel  and  cobalt, 
Hibbard  creates  uniform  metal  sol- 
ids by  assembling  building  blocks 
of  crystal  lattices.  By  controlling 
the  structure  of  metals  at  this 
scale,  you  can  make  very  hard  yet 
very  small  solids  that  can  be  used 
in  tiny  devices  like  gears  that  are 
as  thin  as  a  strand  of  hair. 

Working  on  the  scale  of  one  bil- 


lionth, or  0.000000001  of  a  metre, 
nano  is  really  becoming  big.  Being 
able  to  control  the  structure  of  ma- 
terial means  we  can  build  tools  as 
puny  as  we  need  them  to  be,  like 
cameras  shaped  like  pills  that  we 
can  swallow  to  take  pictures  of 
the  gut,  or  ultra-small  pumps  that 
deliver  doses  of  insulin  to  patients 
with  diabetes. 

There  is  great  potential  for  mini 
high-precision  devices  in  the  fu- 
ture, Gorbet  remarks.  He  spoke 
about  "smart  wings"  on  airplanes 
that  self-diagnose  with  "little  sen- 
sors." 

"The  U.S.  military  has  a  big  push 
to  build  'smart  skins'  with  sensor 
grids  that  are  able  to  tell  where 
on  the  plane  it's  been  hit  and  to 
what  extent  the  damage  is,"  he 
says.  Commercial  airplanes  would 
be  able  to  detect  the  kinds  of  tur- 
bulent forces  it  is  up  against  and 
make  adjustments  to  optimize  the 
flight  path. 

However,  Gorbet  admits  that 
these  intelligent  structures  can 
only  come  about  at  very  high 
costs,  and  institutions  are  not 
going  to  pour  big  bucks  into  re- 
searching devices  like  smart  wings 
if  they  do  not  know  for  certain  the 
money  will  pay  off. 

"In  this  new  world  of  budget 
cutbacks,"  Gorbet  continues, 
"people  like  NASA  and  the  Ameri- 
can military  are  no  longer  doing 
things  just  because  they're  cool,  or 
just  because  they  can.  They  need  a 
justified  performance  benefit  that 
is  measurable." 


\^  Truth  is  Stranger  Than  Fiction 


from  the  water  into  their  blood.  The  Fitzroy  River 
turtle  from  Australia  seems  to  be  the  champion  of  butt 
breathing.  It  can  pump  water  in  and  out  of  its  butt  up 
to  60  times  a  minute,  and  gets  almost  70  per  cent  of  its 
oxygen  in  this  way. 


Turtles  can  breathe  through  their  butts.  They  can  suck 
water  into  their  cloaca,  the  single  hole  through  which 
they  pass  feces,  urine  and  sexual  fluids,  and  into  two 
pockets  that  come  off  the  chamber  These  pockets  are 
lined  with  veins,  and  the  turtles  can  absorb  oxygen 
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Catch  our  Spring  and 
Summer  courses. 


Want  to  keep  ahead  of  the  game? 

Ryerson  offers  a  variety  of  university  credit,  continuing 
education  courses  over  the  Spring  and  Summer  terms  for  you 
to  choose  from.  You  can  make  up  a  failed  course,  redo 
one  to  obtain  a  better  grade,  lighten  your  load  for  next  year 
or  take  a  required  Liberal  Studies  course. 

Flexible  learning  options. 

There  are  convenient  ways  to  learn  like  distance  education 
courses  that  allow  you  to  study  anywhere.  Plus,  weekend, 
evening  and  intensive  courses  offered  on  campus. 


Classes  start  soon. 

Our  Spring  Term  starts  on  May  3rd  followed  by  our 
Summer  Term  beginning  on  June  21st. 

Step  up  to  the  plate.  Register  today! 

View  our  calendar  online  at;  www.ryerson.ca/ce. 
Or  call  416.979.5035. 
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Arts  &  Entertainment 


Art  hors  d'oeuvres 


Fancy  a  little  Room  Serviced  Students  serve  up  new  works  in  hotel  exhibit 


COURTESY  DEPT.  OF  FINE  ARTS 

Aren't  we  arty?  The  16  senior-year  Fine  Arts  students  from  tlie  Room  Service  exiiibit. 


by  LIZZIE  McNEELY  

Arriving  at  the  Gladstone  Hotel  last 
Friday  night  1  innocently  walked  into 
a  make-out  party  in  the  Art  Bar.  No 
joke.  It  involved  spin-the-bottle 
and  a  mammoth  bubble  where  the 
daring  and  horny  could  crawl  in 
and  indulge  their  lust's  appetite. 
Meanwhile,  in  the  hotel's  Melody 
Lounge  karaoke  night  was  jumping. 
The  last  time  I  attended  the  event, 
a  well-meaning  waitress  advised  me 
that  1  might  want  to  vacate  my  chair 
because  she  suspected  the  last  pa- 
tron had  urinated  on  it. 

The  Gladstone  encapsulates  all 
the  wonderful  weirdness  and  so- 


by  CHRISTINE  JAYARAJAH  

The  Women's  Musical  Club  of  Toronto 
(WMCT)  featured  acclaimed  young 
Canadian  pianist  David  Jalbert  at  U  of 
T's  Walter  Hall  last  Friday  as  part  of 
its  Music  in  the  Afternoon  series.  The 
intimate  setting  of  Walter  Hall,  along 
with  its  fine  acoustics  and  Steinway 
grand  piano,  allowed  the  full  house 
to  become  immersed  in  a  stellar  live 
performance. 

Jalbert's  recital  program  included 
works  that  are  not  widely  performed 
and  spanned  the  romantic  and  mod- 
ern genre.  He  began  with  the  Five  Fan- 
tasy Pieces  by  Sergei  Rachmaninov,  of 
which  the  second  piece  is  the  famous 
Prelude  in  C  Sharp  minor  The  first 
piece,  Elegie,  boldly  begins  with  the 
left  hand  and  develops  into  a  deeply 
expressive  movement.  Jalbert  ren- 
dered a  refreshing  third  movement, 
Melodie,  with  exquisite  tonal  colour- 
ing. He  introduced  the  sprightly 
fourth  movement,  Poichinelle,  with 
a  comical  start,  which  prompted 
giggles  from  the  audience.  The  final 
piece.  Serenade  in  B-flat  minor,  be- 
gins with  a  dominant  right  hand  but 


cially  illicit  behaviour  that  hotels 
generate  as  places  where  strangers 
can  meet  free  from  the  moral  regula- 
tion of  established  communities.  It 
is  for  this  reason  that  the  Gladstone 
was  chosen  as  the  setting  for  Room 
Service,  an  art  exhibit  organized  by 
16  U  of  T  Visual  Studies  students. 

Each  year,  senior  Fine  Art  stu- 
dents can  work  on  a  group  thesis, 
known  as  the  senior  challenge.  The 
exhibit  must  take  place  off-campus 
and  must  be  financed  by  student 
fundraising,  which  this  year  totalled 
over  five  and  a  half  thousand  dol- 
lars. As  participating  artist  Magda- 
lena  Sabat  explained,  many  of  the 
students  did  not  know  each  other 
prior  to  the  project,  and  so  a  hotel 


CHRISTINE  JAYARAJAH 


Pianist  David  Jalbert. 

quickly  moves  into  an  intricate  work 
requiring  dexterity  with  both  hands 
as  they  interchange  registers  and 
roles.  Jalbert  surpassed  the  technical 
difficulty  effortlessly  to  reveal  the  pro- 
found beauty  embedded  in  this  piece 
with  an  exotic  tonal  blend. 

Next  on  the  program  was  Piano- 
Soleil,  composed  by  Denis  Gougeon  (a 
Quebecois  composed  from  the  1970s). 
Jalbert  produced  crystal-clear  notes 
with  rapid,  strong  finger  work.  There 
were  some  reflective  and  trembling 
sections  that  contrasted  well  with 
other  sections  and  came  to  a  quiet 


was  a  fitting  theme  seeing  as  it's  an 
environment  where  strangers  come 
together  to  affect  the  same  space 
at  the  same  time.  Though  the  hotel 
space  provided  a  shared  theme 
each  student  approached  the  topic 
differently,  ensuring  a  wide  range  of 
creations. 

The  most  effective  pieces  were 
ones  that  conversed  with  the  hotel's 
surroundings.  Charlene  Lau's  Think 
soy-sauce-on-paper  text  series  ex- 
amining the  power  of  words  in  shap- 
ing people's  identity  had  its  theme 
reinforced  by  its  placement  on  a 
graffiti-covered  wall.  A  missing  per- 
son sticker  on  a  grungy  bathroom 
mirror  enhanced  the  creepiness  of 
Ellen  Lin's  digital  print  of  a  girl  en- 


end  as  the  last  piano  notes  were  al- 
lowed to  fade  away  into  a  distance. 

The  first  half  of  the  program  con- 
cluded with  North  American  Ballads 
Nos.  3  and  4  by  Frederic  Rzewski, 
which  display  his  social  and  politi- 
cal activism  in  the  '60s  and  '70s.  The 
first  of  these  two  echoes  the  familiar 
spiritual  Down  By  the  Riverside, 
which  became  associated  with  the 
Vietnam  peace  movement.  The  next, 
Winnsboro  Cotton  Mill  Blues,  conveys 
the  working  conditions  in  North  Caro- 
lina textile  mills.  Jalbert  convincingly 
portrayed  the  monotonous  noise  of 
cranky  old  machinery  as  the  lament- 
ing blues  struggled  to  overcome  these 
sounds  of  labour,  eventually  winning 
over. 

The  second  half  of  the  program  con- 
sisted of  Gabriel  Faure's  reflective,  ele- 
gant Nocturnes,  and  Frederic  Chopin's 
grand  Sonata  in  B  minor  Following  the 
breathtaking  finale  of  the  sonata,  the 
concert  came  to  a  triumphant  end 
with  standing  ovations. 

The  next  concert  in  the  Music  in  the 
Afternoon  series  features  an  afternoon 
of  Brahms  with  Barry  Shiffman  (viola 
&  violin),  Micah  Yui  (piano)  and  Mari- 
anne Bindig  (mezzo-soprano)  on  April 
22  at  1:30  pm  at  Walter  Hall.  For  more 
information,  see  www.wmct.on.ca. 


tangled  in  a  swarm  of  fish. 

The  success  of  pieces  tied  to  their 
surroundings  was  perhaps  best 
exemplified  by  Lauren  DiMonte's 
embryonic  sack-like  growths,  which 
oozed  throughout  the  exhibit.  I  ac- 
tually had  to  confirm  that  this  was 
art  and  not  a  newly  discovered  fun- 
gal species.  It  worked  as  a  comment 
on  hotels  as  places  haunted  by  past 
vices. 

Other  works  took  a  more  humor- 
ous approach.  Samuel  Chow's  Sex 
Me  Up  video,  which  literalized  mak- 
ing love  to  the  camera,  drew  on  the 
smuttiness  of  hotels  as  the  domi- 
nant setting  for  honeymoons,  ex- 
tra-marital affairs  and  prostitutes. 
Mark  Frier's  hunting  cabin  featuring 


racoon  roadkill  and  Nintendo's  duck 
hunt  made  an  amusing  comment 
on  the  marketability  of  Canada's 
mythic  past,  appropriate  to  the 
Gladstone,  which  also  capitalizes 
on  nostalgia. 

In  the  exhibit's  program  notes,  Zi- 
yad  Ali  comments  on  how  young  art- 
ists can  face  indecisiveness  with  so 
many  possible  themes  and  media, 
yet  he  concludes,  "it  is  agreeable 
to  experience  new  possibilities  and 
dabble  in  several  spheres.  I  think  1 
shall  stay  a  while  longer  with  inde- 
cision." Given  the  exciting  range  of 
works  that  these  artists  produced 
for  Room  Service  is  testimony  to  the 
experimental  creativity  that  the  un- 
certainty of  youth  can  inspire. 


Terrific  Tielli 


DENNIS  CHOOUETTE 


To  the  delight  of  some  unexpecting  fans  (and  the  chagrin 
of  others),  The  Rheostatics  played  a  surprise  gig  at  the 
Horseshoe  on  Friday  night.  The  bill  was  to  have  featured 
the  Rheos'  Martin  Tielli  (above)  performing  solo,  with 
openers  Luke  Doucet  and  the  Two  Minute  Miracles,  but  a 
case  of  'performance  anxiety'  led  to  the  last-minute  lineup 
change.  Tielli,  who  has  cancelled  a  handful  of  solo  dates 
in  the  past,  still  managed  to  riff  his  way  into  the  ears  and 
hearts  of  many,  albeit  with  the  help  of  a  few  friends. 
-DENNIS  CHOQUETTE 


Afternoon  with  the  ivories 
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Study  Option 

at  DYouville  College 


Learn  about  programs  in: 

•Teacher's  College 
•Nursing 

•Occupational  Therapy 

Where: 

Sheraton  Parkway 
Toronto  North  Hotel 
600  Highway  7  East 
Richmond  Hill,  Ontario 

(near  the  inimection  of  Don  Valley 
Parkway  and  Highway  7) 
FREE  PARKING 

When: 

Friday,  April  16  at?  p.m. 
Saturday,  April  17  at 

9:30  a.m.  or  2  p.m. 

•Teacher's  College 

Saturday,  April  17  atl  p.m. 
•Nursing 

•Occupational  Therapy 
RESERVATIONS  ARE  REQUIRED. 
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1-800-777-3921 
vmnv.  dyc.edu 

320  I'oner  Avenue,  liiilTjIo.  New  York  14201 
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Thought-provoking  theatre 

Trinity  production  elicits  much  discussion 


THEATRE  REVIEW 


Calm  Down  Mother 


By  Megan  Terry 


Trinity  College  Drama  Society 


Rating:  WW 


by  JOSEF  SZENDE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Last  week,  the  Trinity  College  Drama 
Society  mounted  the  experimen- 
tal play  Calm  Down  Mother  at  the 
George  Ignatieff  Theater.  Director 
Leah  Stokes  experimented  with  us- 
ing drama  to  provoke  societal  dis- 
course, and  judging  by  the  spirited 
discussion  after  the  show,  the  play 
proved  quite  successful. 

The  play  was  a  unique  choice  in 
itself:  written  by  Megan  Terry  for 
her  New  York-based  company  Open 
Theatre,  it  premiered  39  years  ago 
this  month.  The  play  takes  the  form 
of  a  series  of  scenes  and  seeks  to 
convey  an  overall  impression  on  the 
audience  rather  than  a  unified  plot. 

Throughout  the  show  the 
three  members  of  the  cast 
(Wynne  Lawrence,  Charlotte 
Sobolewski,  and  Danielle  West- 
brook)  portrayed  a  wide  variety  of 
women.  They  proceeded  to  take  on 
each  character  or  set  of  characters 
with  a  particular  prop — such  as  a 
hairbrush,  shawl,  or  flask — and  then 
rested  it  at  the  front  of  the  stage  to 
linger  in  the  audience's  memory. 

A  tense  highlight  was  when  one 
character  sees  another  woman  with 
the  same  beauty  that  was  in  her 
dead  mother's  hair.  Played  by  Law- 
rence— whose  performance  stood 
out  among  the  three  strong  actors — 
the  character  moved  to  the  centre  of 
the  stage  in  a  lamenting  monologue 
while  the  other  two  cast  members 
hummed  dissonant  notes.  The  effect 
was  absolutely  chilling. 

Between  scenes,  the  combination 
of  music  and  use  of  props  helped  the 
audience  tie  together  a  fairly  disjoint- 
ed piece  of  writing.  The  climactic 
final  scene  elicited  a  lot  of  discussion 
following  the  show.  A  mother  doing 
the  dishes  with  her  two  daughters 
bickers  with  them  about  the  use  of 
birth  control — one  daughter  does. 


L-R:  Danielle  Westbrook,  Wynne 
Sobelweski 

the  other  doesn't.  Eventually  the  one 
who  does  not  brings  to  her  mother's 
attention  that  the  use  of  birth  control 
goes  hand  in  hand  with  pre-martial 
sex,  and  thus  the  mother  kicks  out 
the  daughter  who  uses  birth  control. 

A  discussion  about  the  play's 
themes  with  the  cast,  crew,  U  of  T 
experts  and  the  audience  followed 
the  performance.  Professor  Chesh- 
mak  Farhoumand-Sims  of  Peace  and 
Conflict  Studies  stole  the  post-play 
show.  She  said  that  although  the  play 
brought  up  many  important  themes, 
it  is  "culturally  and  time-bound."  She 
liked  the  play  but  had  two  main  criti- 
cisms: the  women  in  the  play  fought 
the  whole  time  rather  than  working 
together,  and  there  were  no  men 
represented.  "Just  as  racism  is  not 


Want  to  make  your  degree 
work  better  for  you? 


Behavioural  Science  Teclinology  -  B.A.  Option 

St.  Lawrence  College,  Kingston  Campus,  offers  practical  training  with 
placements  and  a  very  high  rate  of  graduate  employment... 

With  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Psychology,  you  can  get  your  Behavioural 
Science  Technology  diploma  in  only  10  months.  Skills  in  this  field  are  obtained 
with  a  combination  of  750  hours  of  worl<  practice  and  classroom  theory.  This 
program  was  the  first  of  its  kind  in  Canada  and  for  the  last  30  years  has  been 
the  acknowledged  leader  in  the  field  of  applied  behaviour  analysis  and  behav- 
ioural counselling.  Governments  and  agencies  are  increasingly  recognizing 
behavioural  approaches  as  "best  practices"  in  many  field  including  autism 
and  corrections. 

For  complete  details  on  this  program, 
please  check  the  website  at  www.sl.on.ca 

Program  Coordinator  Professor  Bill  Kirby  can  be  reached  at 
(613)  544-5400,  ext.  1127  or  by  e-mail  at  bkirby@sl.on.ca 


St.  Lawrence  College 

Expanding  Opportunities 


Lawrence  and  Charlotte 

just  a  black  issue,  sexism  is  not  just 
a  women's  issue,"  she  noted. 

Stokes  responded  in  defence  of 
playwright  Terry,  saying  that  many 
of  the  negative  relationships  among 
women  in  the  world  are  perpetuated 
by  other  women.  Women's  rights 
movements  needed  men  both  in 
the  past  and  presently  as  well  in 
order  for  them  to  work  correctly. 
The  absence  of  these  things  is  what 
gives  this  play  its  political  edge,  she 
offered.  It  "challenges  women  to  take 
responsibility  for  their  own  place  in 
society." 

Audience  member  Kelda  Higgins 
asked,  "We  [women]  bear  this  power 
to  bear  children.  Does  denying  that 
power  deny  womanhood?"  A  fruitful 
hour-long  discussion  involved  all 
members  of  the  panel  and  achieved 
what  Stokes  outlined  in  her  director's 
notes:  "All  I  can  promise  you  is  that 
this  piece  will  leave  you  questioning, 
considering,  thinking:  the  true  role 
of  drama  within  society." 
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■  Complete  30-Hoar  Seminars 
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Rink  rats  take  first  national  gold 


by  DANIEL  FILIPE  MARTINS  

U  of  T  has  made  a  dramatic  entrance 
into  the  Canadian  university  curling 
scene,  as  the  Varsity  men's  curling 
team  clinched  first  place  at  the  Ca- 
nadian university  curling  champion- 
ship on  March  19-21.  The  team's  vic- 
tory over  the  University  of  Manitoba 
in  the  finals  marks  the  ultimately  suc- 
cessful end  of  their  first  time  playing 
in  the  national  championship. 

The  Blues  slowly  and  steadily 
ratcheted  their  way  up  the  champi- 
onship ladder  last  weekend  until  fac- 
ing Brock  in  the  semi-finals.  There, 
they  barely  scraped  by  with  a  score 
of  7-6. 

The  men  fared  better  in  the  final 
match,  in  which  they  defeated 
Manitoba  9-2.  "We  were  struggling 
at  first,"  recounted  team  skip  Kevin 
Flewwelling,  "but  we  tied  after  four 
ends.  After  five  ends,  we  were  7- 
2."  Flewwelling  said  that  the  game 
ended  prematurely  when  the  teams 
decided  to  shake  on  it.  "The  game 
ended  early.  They  weren't  curling 
well  and  we  just  weren't  missing." 

Flewwelling  described  the  team's 
first  time  victory  as  "Awesome.  I'm 
very  proud  of  my  team.  We  weren't 
sure  what  kind  of  competition  we'd 


be  getting,  so  we  set  a  goal  to  reach 
the  playoffs,  and  we  realized  we 
could  win  it." 

One  of  the  major  factors  to  which 
the  team  attributes  the  win  was 
outstanding  teamwork,  said  Flew- 
welling. The  team  had  been  playing 
together  for  quite  some  time,  hav- 
ing played  in  some  50  games  and 
practicing  every  week.  Many  other 
teams  had  played  together  consid- 
erably less.  Coach  Tara  McAninch 
agreed,  saying  that  "all  of  the  players 
played  well,  you  can't  pick  one  over 
the  others."  She  also  said  that  all  of 
the  team's  present  roster  will  be  re- 
turning next  year,  as  none  are  due  to 
graduate  this  year. 

Flewwelling  said  that  his  team 
hoped  to  return  to  next  year's  na- 
tional championships.  "This  year  we 
were  lucky  enough  to  get  university 
funding  and  some  sponsorship.  Not 
sure  if  we'll  get  the  same  kind  of  fund- 
ing next  year.  It's  a  great  tournament, 
we'd  love  to  go  again."  He  said  that 
his  team  will  definitely  be  competing 
provincially,  in  the  Ontario  Univer- 
sity Athletics  Association  (OUA),  in 
which  U  of  T  is  a  regular  competitor. 
This  year,  in  fact,  the  team  snatched 
the  silver  medal  at  the  OUA's,  losing 
out  first  place  to  Queen's. 


COURTESY  OF  TARA  MCANINCH 

U  of  T's  own  Varsity  men's  Canadian  curling  champions  (left  to  right):  Kevin  Flewwelling,  Scott 
Jenkins,  Matt  Glenen,  coach  Tara  McAninch,  Allan  Braido,  and  Ben  Dachis 


Fusing  school,  skating,  and  synchronization 


Engineering  student  ditches  textbooks 
for  world  synchro  championships 
in  Croatia 


by  REBECCA  ADDELMAN 

VABSITY  STAFF  


Icy  conditions  and  wearisome 
winter  weather  have  not  left  all 
Canadians  the  worse  for  wear.  For 
Canada's  winter  sport  athletes,  the 
country's  frosty  nordic  climate  is  a 
much  welcomed  boon.  In  interna- 
tional athletic  arenas  far  and  wide, 
Canadian  skill  on  the  downhill 
slopes,  the  cross-country  trails, 
and  the  skating  rink  is  stuff  of  awe- 
inspiring  legend.  Think  Gretzky, 
Stojko,  Bedard,  Manley. 

Most  recently,  the  nation 
watched  in  terrified  silence  as 
Canada's  figure-skating  hopeful 
Emmanuel  Sandhu  leapt  for  gold 
at  the  World  Championships  in 
Dortmund,  Germany.  Sandhu, 
tied  neck-and-neck  with  two-time 
champion  Russian  skater  Evgeni 
Plushenko  going  into  last  Tuesday's 
short  program,  apparently  cracked 
under  the  pressure,  crashed  to  the 
ground  after  his  triple  axel  jump 
and  changed  his  program  mid- 
skate  so  as  to  opt  out  of  the  more 
challenging  combinations.  Since 
the  upset,  Sandhu  has  been  much 
maligned  by  the  Canadian  media 
for  a  lack  of  competitiveness  and 
"mental  toughness." 

Let's  hope  all  of  this  concerted 
attention  on  Canadian  figure  skat- 
ers does  not  affect  Sandhu's  com- 
patriot, U  of  T's  own  Alyssa  Hall, 
who  will  be  competing  in  the  World 
Synchronized  Skating  Champion- 


ships April  1-4  in  Zagreb,  Croatia. 
Hall,  who  is  in  her  fourth  year  of 
chemical  engineering  at  U  of  T,  will 
be  skating  in  synchronization  with 
21  other  women,  all  of  whom  make 
up  the  local  synchro  team  Fusion. 

Fusion  is  one  of  two  Canadian 
teams  making  the  trip  to  Croatia 
this  week,  and  as  U  of  T  Varsity 
skating  coach  Kim  Graves  says, 
"they're  expected  to  be  in  the  top 
10.  Canada's  certainly  a  leader  in 
synchronized  skating."  Hall,  who 
is  now  22  years  old,  has  been  par- 
ticipating in  synchronized  skating 
since  the  age  of  seven. 

Her  young  start  at  the  sport  may 
surprise  some  skating  enthusiasts. 
Although  synchronized  skating 
was  created  in  1956,  it  was  not  until 
1994  that  the  International  Skating 
Union  (ISU)  started  to  sanction  in- 
ternational synchro  competitions. 
The  first  world  championships 
were  only  held  as  recently  as  2000, 
in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 

The  burgeoning  sport  has  devel- 
oped quite  the  following,  however. 
In  Canada  alone  there  are  close  to 
40  recognized,  competitive  syn- 
chronized skating  clubs.  Fusion, 
the  2003  Canadian  championship 
silver  medallists,  is  one  of  the  best 
and  attracts  some  of  the  most  tal- 
ented skaters  the  country  has  to 
offer. 

Hall,  who  was  unavailable  for 
comment,  initially  competed  with 
the  synchro  group  Black  Ice,  win- 
ning a  junior  championship  with 
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Above:  Four  of  the  22  members  in  local-area  synchronized 
skating  team  Fusion.  U  of  T  student  and  member  of  Fusion,  Alyssa 
Hall,  will  be  competing  with  her  team  at  the  upcoming  world 
synchronized  skating  championships  in  Zagreb,  Croatia.  Right: 
Canadian  figure  skating  icon  Emmanuel  Sandhu. 


the  team.  After  entering  university 
and  taking  on  a  heavy  engineering 
courseload.  Hall  took  time  away 
from  synchro  competition.  In  her 
second  year  of  school.  Hall  joined 
the  Varsity  Blues  figure-skating 
team,  and  although  it  "took  her 
a  little  while  to  get  her  feet  back 
under  her,"  says  Graves,  Hall  was 
eventually  named  rookie  of  the 
year  for  the  2001-2002  season.  In 
her  second  season  as  a  Varsity 
Blue,  Hall  took  home  a  provincial 
gold  medal  for  her  turn  in  the  junior 
similar  pairs  individual  event. 


Last  year.  Hall  went  back  to  her 
synchronized  skating  roots,  follow- 
ing former  Black  Ice  coach  Jody 
Jones  into  her  new  project,  Fusion. 
While  it's  "not  really  possible  for  her 
to  go  to  school  full-time  and  [skate] 
full  time,"  says  Graves,  Hall  has 
been  plugging  away  at  what  must 
be  a  harrying  school  and  practice 
schedule.  "That's  the  type  of  com- 
mitment that  these  students  need," 
adds  Graves.  "It's  fairly  rigorous." 

Right  now.  Hall  and  her  21  team- 
mates are  keeping  their  fingers 
crossed  and  their  skates  sharpened 


in  the  hopes  that  all  of  their  hard 
work  and  dedication  will  pay  off 
in  Zagreb.  Their  stiffest  competi- 
tion will  most  likely  come  from  last 
year's  world  silver  medallists — Fin- 
land's Marigold  Ice  Unity  and  last 
year's  gold  medallists — Sweden's 
team  Surprise. 


The  Varsity 


Sports  Comment 


Method  to  the  Madness 

No  second  chances  and plenty  of  surprises  in  "North  America's  best  sporting  event" 


by  DAVID  SILVERMAN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


In  1996,  I  attended  the  NCAA  Big 
East  Conference  final  between  Ray 
Allen's  University  of  Connecticut 
Huskies  and  Allen  Iverson's  George- 
town Hoyas.  The  event,  which  was 
won  by  a  Ray  Allen  buzzer  beater, 
was  more  then  just  a  basketball 
game,  it  was  a  spectacle.  Sitting  in 
the  Huskies  section  in  a  sold  out 
Madison  Square  Gardens,  the  deaf- 
ening roar  of  the  UConn  fans  began 
after  Connecticut's  first  bucket  and 
didn't  let  up  until  the  final  horn 
sounded. 

The  die-hard  fans  are  just  one  of 
the  many  reasons  that  1  strongly  be- 
lieve that  March  Madness  is  pound 
for  pound  the  best  North  American 
sporting  event,  period.  Let  me 
elaborate. 

On  Thursday  March  18,  2004,  64 
teams — some  traditional  power- 
houses (Duke,  Kentucky)  others 
not  so  traditional  (Vermont,  Mon- 
mouth), some  Ivy  League  (Princ- 
eton), others  military  (Air  Force), 
some  religious  (Brigham  Young, 
Vanderbilt)  others  religiously  par- 
tying (Florida,  Texas),  some  urban 
campuses  (Manhattan)  others 
mountainous  (Utah),  some  repre- 
senting the  East  (Western  Michigan) 
others  representing  the  West  (East- 
ern Washington) — all  entered  with 
the  same  hope  that  great  play  and 
even  greater  luck  will  allow  them  to 


advance  and  be  the  last  man  stand- 
ing in  this  gut -wrenching  one-game 
elimination  tournament. 

This  leads  me  to  point  number 
one — the  format.  Unlike  the  NHL 
Playoffs  (do  you  really  want  to  see 
hockey  in  June?)  March  Madness 
eliminates  half  its  participants  in  a 
48-hour  span.  Now  that  is  good  time 
management.  One  game,  not  a  best- 
of-five  or  a  best-of-seven,  but  one 
single  game.  For  the  fan,  that  leaves 


no  time  for  the  excitement  to  let  up 
(you  should  read  this  Super  Bowl 
organizers),  and  adds  the  enticing 
prospect  of  being  glued  to  your 
couch  for  an  entire  four  days,  with 
no  time  to  even  blink,  with  games 
televised  from  noon  until  midnight. 
And  for  the  players  there  is  no  room 
for  error,  with  every  shot  on  every 
possession  being  paramount.  Think 
of  it  this  way — every  game  is  a  game 
seven. 


Point  number  two — the  Cinderel- 
la story.  Every  year  without  fail,  the 
tournament  produces  a  team  or  two 
that  will  scratch  and  claw  their  way 
to  an  upset  victory  in  a  game  they 
had  no  business  winning.  Take  for 
instance  the  University  of  Alabama 
at  Birmingham  (UAB.)  With  a  stu- 
dent population  under  17,000,  UAB 
is  better  known  for  its  renowned 
health  care  complex  than  playing 
basketball.  But  last  Sunday  night, 
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Duke,  UConn,  Oklahoma  State,  and  Georgia  Tech  move  on  to  the  Final  Four  next  weekend  to  cap  off 
the  NCAA  basketball  insanity  that  is  March  Madness. 


when  they  faced  the  University  of 
Kentucky  Wildcats — the  number 
one  seed  in  the  tournament  and 
second  all-time  in  NCAA  champi- 
onships— we  should  have  known 
better. 

UAB  upset  Kentucky  76-75  to 
advance  beyond  the  second  round 
for  the  first  time  in  its  history.  The 
clock  finally  struck  midnight  for 
UAB  when  they  were  overmatched 
and  easily  beaten  by  the  Kansas 
Jayhawks,  but  for  five  days  the  city 
of  Birmingham  and  fans  of  the  un- 
derdog across  North  America  had 
something  to  cheer  about. 

Point  number  three — the  play- 
ers. If  you  really  want  to  begin  to 
comprehend  the  magnitude  of  a 
school  playing  in  the  tournament, 
take  a  look  at  the  12th  man  on  every 
team.  The  12th  man  is  the  last  guy 
to  come  off  the  bench,  which  re- 
ally means  he  will  see  zero  playing 
time  all  tournament  long.  Most  of 
the  time  he  can  be  recognized  as 
the  short  white  guy  at  the  end  of 
the  bench.  But  once  the  madness 
begins,  he  becomes  a  little  kid  in 
a  candy  a  store:  constant  jumping 
up  and  down  every  time  his  team 
scores,  high-fiving  and  chest-bump- 
ing anyone  in  sight,  being  the  first 
one  to  congratulate  or  console  the 
star  player.  For  the  12th  man,  March 
Madness  is  what  he  lives  for. 

And  then  there  are  players  who 
were  stars  in  college  but  will  prob- 
ably never  get  the  chance  to  play 
professionally.  University  of  Texas' 
senior  guard  Brandon  Mouton  was 
considered  one  of  the  better  players 
in  this  year's  tournament,  but  after 
his  team's  last-minute  loss,  he  was 
seen  crying  because  he  knew  this 
was  his  swan  song.  March  Madness 
helps  you  put  into  perspective  that 
there  are  athletes  that  play  for  more 
than  just  the  next  paycheck.  Emo- 
tions are  left  on  the  floor,  with  one 
team  feeling  unrivalled  bliss,  and  63 
others  waiting  for  next  year. 


SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED 

Looking  for  men  between  the  ages  of 
18-38  to  participate  in  a  sperm  donor 
program  that  pays  up  to  $190  weekly. 
Call  XYTEX  at  416-924-3021. 

CAMP  COUNSELORS  WANTED 

For  private  Michigan  boys/gilrs  camps. 
Teach!  Swimming,  canoeing,  skiing,  sail- 
ing, sports,  computers,  tennis,  archery, 
riding,  crafts,  climbing,  golf, .  guitar  & 
more!  Office  maintenance  jobs  too. 
Salary  $1750  on  up  plus  room/bd.  Apply 
online  www.greenwoodscamp.com,  or 
call  888-4.59-2492. 

HELP  WANTED 

Tutoring,  dance  instructors,  bar  staff, 
waiter/waitress,  ESL  teachers  needed. 
Contact:  416-993-2771. 

MODELS  REQUIRED 

For  hair  cutting,  colouring  and  styling. 
Call  manager  at  Salon  Vivace  416-324- 
9008. 

MEMORY  RESEARCH 

First  language  must  be  English.  You  do 
not  abuse  &  have  ever  been  addicted  to 
drugs/alcohol.  You  will  be  paid  for  your 
time.  416-535-8501  -x4923. 

GRADUATE  DEBT  FREE! 

Guaranteed  chance  to  become  one 
of  the  newest  and  largest  wave  of  mil- 
lionaires in  history  within  6  months  to  5 
years.  $20  US  to  join.  1-866-966-2333 


STUDENT  WORK 

Many  openings  across  Canada.  Flexible 
schedules  available.  Work  in  customer 
sales/service.  Scholarships  possible. 
Conditions  apply.  For  a  great  starting  pay 
apply  at:  workforstudents.com 


ROOM  FOR  SUBLET-HURON  &  BLOOR 

Laundry,  hardwoodflrs,  DSL  Internet  and 
Phone  included,  can  furnish,  move  in 
early  May  to  early  June,  call  416-964-7981. 

COTTAGE  WANTED 

Retired  couple,  non-smokers,  no  pets, 
wish  to  rent  a  3  bedroom  cottage  for 
full  04  season  (May  to  October).  Must  be 
drive  to  with  full  amenities,  preferably 
Georgian  Bay.  Phone  416-626-3898. 

WASAGA  BEACH  INTERNATIONAL 
HOTEL  &  GUESTHOUSE 

1  1/2  hour  north  of  Toronto.  $20/night, 
$125/week.  Min.  2  nights.  Easy  bus 
access,  www.ziggysinternational.com 
416-712-3131,705-422-1088. 


VARSITY  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
ELECTIONS 

The  Varsity  Board  of  Directors  is  respon- 
sible for  the  legal  and  financial  affairs 
of  the  corporation.  Nine  positions  are 
open:  one  from  U.T.M.,  one  from  U.T.S.C., 
four  from  St.  George  Arts  &  Science,  and 


Classifieds 


three  from  St.  George  Professional  Facul- 
ties. Nominees  must  be  members  of  the 
corporation;  full-time  undergraduates 
are  automatically  members  of  the 
corporation;  other  University  of  Toronto 
students  who  have  paid  the  membership 
fee  of  $1.25  no  later  than  February  29th, 
2004  are  also  members.  People  who 
wish  to  be  nominated  must  contact  the 
Chief  Returning  Officer  no  latter  than 
5:00  p.m.  Thursday  April  1st,  2004  at 
ceo@thevarsityca  to  receive  nomina- 
tions forms.  Nominations  forms  will  be 
due  no  later  than  5:00  p.m.  Monday  April 
4th,  2004. 

PARKING 

Excellent  spaces,  Spadina  and  Willcocks, 
opposite  New  College  and  Earth  Sciences, 
personalized  signs  showing  spaces 
reserved  24  hours,  $75  a  month,  call  Mark 
416-944-0805. 


www.BookSpook.com 

books  buy  sell  trade. 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Explore  avenues  of  greater  self-aware- 
ness, personal  well-being  and  enhanced 
productivity.  Flexible  fee  scale.  Toronto 
trained.  Dana  Carciumaru.  M.A., 
OA.C.CRP  Tel:  416-457-1878. 

STUDY  MEDICINE  IN  EUROPE 

www.medical-school.ca 
canadian-info@medical-school.ca 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies.  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessay@bellnet.ca 

ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compufiow. 
416/539-9443. 

ROGERS  PROMOTIONS  ORDER 
ANYTIME  (24  HOURS) 

Hi-speed  internet,  basic  cable,  digital 
box:  $8.95/mo.  60  days  free  view  on  all 
channels  to  make  up  your  package.  Free 
delivery,  installations,  no  contract  to  sign. 
Leave  name,  phone,  address:  416-760- 
4971. 

ARE  YOU  TIRED  OF  BEING  A  CHRONIC 
HAIRPULLER? 

Therapy  can  help.  Reasonable  costs.  Call 
for  information:  Dr  Kelly  and  Dr.  Guo, 
416-597-2614. 


PREPARE  FOR  EXAMS  NOW 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  133,135,136, 235,  CHM  138, 139, 
247  PHYS  110,  STATS  221,  ECO  220.  Past 
tests  and  exams  with  solutions  available 
forpractice  (416)  785-8898. 

TOO  MANY  ESSAYS 
TOO  LITTLE  TIME? 

Essay  Experts  Can  Help!  We  provide 
essay  writing/editing/research  ser- 
vices. Professional  writers.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed!  No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 
1-877-974-TEXT  Essayexperts.ca 

HELP  WITH  FRENCH 

Teacher  from  France,  translator  for 
15  years,  tutor  for  8  years,  worked  for 
U  of  T  &  Glendon  College  Professors. 
Conversations,  proofreading,  writing, 
essays,  research,  exam  preparation. 
416-429-8918. 

ESL  &  ESSAY  TUTORING! 

$40/hr  or  $50/hr  ppl,  contact: 
"makingthegrade2004@hotmail.com"  or 
416-568-1646  (pis.  leave  msg.) 


Essaygil.com  IS  YOU  CHOICE! 

Paper  research  and  editing  24  hrs  at  your 
convenience,  www.essay911.com 


Varsity  Gassifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00  for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each 
word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters  including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type 
$2.00.  No  copy  changes  after  submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  Tuesday  issue -Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue-Monday  noon.  Enquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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Crossword! 


Across 


3.  If    studies  is  your  major,  maybe  you  can 

tell  me  how  anyone  can  take  G.W.  seriously  as 
president. 

6.  How  many  lawyers  does  it  take  to  screw  in  a 
light  bulb?  You  won't  find  a  lawyer  to  screw  in  a 
light  bulb.  Now,  if  you're  looking  for  a  lawyer  to 
screw  a  light  bulb...  Don't  tell  jokes  like  these  at 
this  faculty. 

8.  Chancellor. 

9.  if  you're  chickens  have  been  sneezing  lately, 
they  probably  have  the  flu. 

11.  The  building  at  the  centre  of  this  circle  houses 
an  eye  bank. 

12.  Saint  and  street. 

15.  Home  to  a  subway  station  and  U  of  T  presi- 
dent's mansion. 


16.  Student  council. 

17.  A  university  in  Peterborough?  Who  would  have 
thunk  it? 


Down 


1.  U  of  T  sports  teams  are  lacking  in  these. 

2.  Exams  are  a    in  the  ass. 

4.  Far-flung  suburban  campus. 

5.  Film  director  and  U  of  T  grad. 
7.  College  and  former  monarch. 

10.  Those  who  don't  want  to  write  them,  buy 
them. 

13.  Use  it  to  register  for  courses. 

14.  You're  landlord  wants  in  NOW,  bitch! 


Cybercorner 


Wanna  see  grainy,  out-of-focus 
photos  of  a  guy  who  is  "totally 
shaving  his  balls  with  his  leg  up 
on  a  chair?"  No?  Then  don't  go  to 
www.collegehumor.com. 

"Studying  sucks  and  college 
students  are  always  looking 
for  a  distraction,"  says  the  site, 
which  proudly  claims  to  be  a  re- 
pository of  "all  of  the  crap  that 
floats  around  college  computer 
networks." 

The  site  is  run  entirely  by  col- 
lege students,  mostly  guys  it 
seems.  You'U  find  lots  of  photos 
of  girls  mudwrestling  here  along 
with  an  abundance  of  ads  for 
"Spring  break"  videos  and  such. 

There  are  columns  written  by 
college  kids  with  titles  like  "Ah, 
College,"  and  "Suite  Confessions." 
There  are  games  like  "Dope 
Farmer — the  game  for  every  as- 
piring 'entrepreneur.'"  And  there 
are  endless  numbers  of  links  to 
random  crap  from  around  the 
internet — the  kind  of  stuff  that 
people  forward  to  you  and  that 
you  delete  reflexively. 

Ads  on  the  side  exhort  you  to 
"stop  thinking  and  start  drinking" 
(or  at  least  buy  a  T-shirt  saying 
so)  and  there  are  links  to  sites 


EVENTS  LISTING 


Free  Transit  Service 

Michael  Hlinka,  a  business 
reporter  for  CBC  Radio,  will 
speak  at  the  monthly  meet- 
ing of  Rocket  Riders,  the 
T.T.C.  User's  Group.  Tues 
April  6,  6:30  pm.  Committee 
Room  3,  City  Hall  (Queen  & 
Bay).  Free  admission.  For 
more  info,  call  Gord  at  416- 
596-0660  or  see 
www.torontoenvironment.org. 


where  you  can  purchase  essays. 
Alls  so  you  can  spend  more  time 
following  links  entitled,  "Martha 
Stewart's  Prison  Living  promo 
video,"  "Huge  gallery  of  hot 
chicks  (mild  nudity),"  and  "Hand- 
bag designed  to  look  like  Janet 
Jackson's  superbowl  boob." 


Where  do  I  belong?  Ex- 
ploring citizenship  in 
the  21st  century 

The  2004  Hart  House  Lec- 
ture with  Jennifer  Welsh. 
Wed  March  31,  7:30  pm. 
Great  Hall,  Hart  House,  7 
Hart  House  Circle.  Tickets 
free  at  Hall  Porter's  desk. 
For  more  info,  call  416-978- 
2452  or  email 

harthouse.lecture@utoronto.ca. 
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WAmNG  FOR  THEIR  TRAIN  TO  COME  IN:  School  kids  wave  at  Premier  McGuinty  and  Mayor  Miller  at  the  TTC's  50th  anniversary  celebration  at  Union  Station  Tuesday. 


Prominent  Canadians 
worry  about 
American  influence 


byALtNAOLSHENITSKY 

VARSITY  STAFF 


In  light  of  recent  desires  ex- 
pressed by  Prime  Minister  Mar- 
tin to  tighten  the  US-Canada  re- 
lationship, a  panel  of  prominent 
speakers  expressed  fiery  hostil- 
ity to  Canada's  integration  with 
its  neighbour  to  the  south  this 


Tuesday,  during  an  event  called 
"Canada:  Colony  or  Country." 

Organized  by  the  Council  of  Ca- 
nadians, an  organization  commit- 
ted to  issues  such  as  fair  trade, 
social  justice  and  democracy, 
the  event  included  many  anti- 
American  organizations  opposed 
to  Canada's  participation  in  the 
war  on  Iraq  and  numerous  other 


American  foreign  policy  strate- 
gies. But  the  war  on  Iraq  was  only 
one  piece  of  the  puzzle. 

Maude  Barlow,  a  well-known 
activist  and  national  chairperson 
of  the  Council  of  Canadians,  re- 
minded listeners  that  the  issues 
concerning  Canada's  integration 
with  the  US  will  have  immedi- 
ate consequences  on  Canadians' 
lives.  There  are  five  key  issues 
on  which  Canadians  will  greatly 
lose  out  if  Paul  Martin  continues 
to  press  for  integration,  said  Bar- 
low. Firstly,  Canada  will  have  to 
abandon  its  historical  position 
of  peacekeeping  by  succumbing 
to  George  Bush's  missile  defense 
system,  placing  Canada  under 
direct  US  command  and  turning 

See  INFLUENCE  on  page  4 


Jian  Ghomeshi  of  CBC  testifies  about  Americanization  on  Tuesday. 


A  "C"  of  mourning 
for  Cecilia  Zhang 

Students  come  up  with  high-tech  way 
of  showing  their  grief 


byFEONCHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Have  you  seen  the  "C"  lately?  If 
you're  a  member  of  the  popular 
MSN  Messenger  service,  you 
must  have  seen  the  C  since  Sun- 
day, March  28.  The  letter  C  is  usu- 
ally placed  in  front  of  the  names 
of  the  people  who  are  on  the  MSN 
Messenger.  Some  people  put  it  in 
brackets,  others  separate  it  with 
a  dash  but  no  matter  how  it  is 
placed — it  has  only  one  meaning: 
Cecilia  Zhang. 

The  tragic  discovery  of  Cecilia 
Zhang's  remains  was  first  re- 
ported on  Sunday  evening.  Within 
hours,  the  letter  C  began  to  pop 
up  in  front  of  names  of  people 
who  were  logged  onto  MSN  Mes- 
senger. The  letter  C  is  being 
placed  in  front  of  the  login  names 
as  a  sign  of  respect  for  Cecilia. 

Vivian  Kong,  a  third  year  Com- 
puter Science  student  here  at  U  of 
T  found  out  about  the  C  at  around 
11:30  pm  on  Sunday.  "When  I  got 
back  home,  1  saw  everyone  on 
MSN  with  the  C.like  I  heard  the 
news  about  Cecilia  earlier  this 
evening. ..and  1  suspected  that  was 
it  and  so  1  asked  my  friend  and  he 
told  me,"  said  Kong.  Across  town. 


Mark  Williams  of  Ryerson  Univer- 
sity changed  his  login  name  start- 
ing at  7:48  pm  on  Sunday. 

The  C  phenomenon  is  not  only 
limited  to  the  Toronto  area,  how- 
ever. Jason  Stornelli,  a  third-year 
business  student  at  Richard  Ivey 
School  of  Business  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Western  Ontario  learned 
of  the  phenomenon  through  a 
friend.  He  said,  "Lots  of  people 
have  it  on  their  names  here.  I  de- 
cided to  put  it  on  mine  because  I 
feel  terrible  for  that  little  girl  and 
her  family." 

Cecilia  Zhang  was  kidnapped 
from  a  second-floor  bedroom  at 
her  parent's  home  in  Toronto  on 
Oct.  19.  Her  remains  were  found 
Sunday  night  in  a  remote  wooded 
area  in  Mississauga.  Yesterday 
would  have  been  Cecilia's  10th 
birthday. 

Through  the  word  of  mouth  and 
instant  messages,  login  names 
everywhere  now  begin  with  a  C. 
However,  there  is  an  alternate 
version  where  the  letter  X  is  used 
instead  of  the  letter  C.  But  no 
matter  which  letter  of  the  alpha- 
bet is  used,  the  message  is  clear: 
Students  everywhere  feel  for  the 
loss  of  Cecilia  and  this  is  one  of 
the  ways  they  are  showing  it. 
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The  Raymond  &  Beverly  Sackler  Visiting  Astrophysicist  Program 
Canadian  Institute  for  Theoretical  Astrophysics 

FREE  PUBLIC  LECTURE 


by 

Professor  George  Efstathiou,  FRS 
Institute  of  Astronomy,  Cambridge 

Thursday  April  8,  2004  at  7:30  p.m. 
Rm.  108,  Koffler  Institute,  U  of  T,  569  Spadina  Ave. 


WfWW- 


"Because  Practice  Without  Approach  is  Hazardous." 

For  a  legal  problem  you  want  a  lawyer. 
For  an  LSAT  book  you  want  the  finest  author. 
For  an  LSAT  PREP  Course  you  want  the  finest  teacher. 
Only  prep.com  offers  all  three! 

This  spring  and  summer  John  Richardson,  BA.,  LLB,  J.D.  author  of 
Mastering  the  LSAT  and  Law  School  Bound  will  for  the  23'" 
consecutive  year  PERSONALLY  teach  his  LIVE  program  on  the  U  of  T 
campus.  The  Mastering  The  LSAT  program  begins  May  8  and  May  15. 
Weekend  Prep  starts  May  8,  May  15,  May  29  &  June  4. 


To  suscrlbe  to  the  Law  School  Bound 
ertiali  newsletter,  email:  lawnews@prep.com 


^  GMAT  -  MCAT  -  GRE 

(416)  410-PREP  -  learn@prep.com-www.prep.com 


PALM  SUNDAY  -  April  4 
Mass  at  11:00  AM 

Procession  forms  at  Philosopher's  Walk  beginning  at  10:45  AM 
Second  Palm  Sunday  Mass  at  7:00  PM 

MONDAY,  TUESDAY  &  WEDNESDAY 
Mass  at  12:15  PM 


HOLY  THURSDAY 

April  8 
Mass  at  7:30  PM 

EASTER  VIGIL 
April  10 
Mass  at  10:30  PM 

rHE  NEWMAN  CENTRE 


GOOD  FRIDAY  -  April  9 
Liturgy  at  3:00  PM 

stations  of  the  Cross  at  7:30  PM 

EASTER  SUNDAY 

April  11 
Mass  at  11:00  AM 

89  St.  George  Street 


Surprise,  surprise:  free  beer 
in  residence  causes  problems 
at  Memorial  University 


by  NADYA  BELL 

THFMIISF  


ST.  JOHN'S,  Nnd.,  (CUP)  —  Good 
friends  and  cheap  beer  seems  like 
the  perfect  combination  for  Memorial 
residences,  but  a  recent  complaint  to 
the  province's  liquor  inspector  has 
raised  questions  about  how  they  hold 
their  parties. 

Currently,  Molson  and  Labatt  brew- 
eries each  sponsor  different  houses 
in  residence  by  donating  beer  and 
merchandise  to  the  house  in  return 
for  product  loyalty. 

These  deals  have  led  some  students 
to  raise  concerns  about  illegal  activi- 
ties such  as  the  resale  of  alcohol,  and 
underage  drinking. 

But  Terry  McDonald,  the  residence 
representative  on  the  student  council, 
says  the  real  problem  is  that  students 
and  administration  cannot  be  frank 
with  each  other  about  the  subject  of 
alcohol. 

Tracy  Barron  from  the  Newfound- 
land liquor  board  confirmed  on 
March  22  that  they  have  received  a 
complaint  about  liquor  infractions  at 
Memorial. 

"Our  liquor  control  inspector  is 
investigating,  but  until  we  complete 
our  investigation  we  are  unsure  as  to 
whether  there  was  any  wrongdoing," 
said  Barron. 

Ian  Chaytor,  the  community  man- 
ager with  Labatt  breweries,  said  three 
houses  in  residence  receive  a  dona- 
tion in  the  vicinity  of  150  dozen  beers 
per  semester. 

Jason  Hull,  the  Molson  beer  rep  for 
the  university,  says  his  brewery  also 
offers  promotions  to  residences,  such 
as  hats  and  T-shirts,  and  a  donation  of 
50  free  cases  of  beer. 

Both  breweries  also  offer  a  purchas- 
ing deal  to  residence  of  one  free  case 
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of  beer  for  every  four  they  buy. 

"There's  no  real  written  contract — 
we'll  help  out  people  sometimes,"  said 
Hull.  "It's  not  a  steadfast  contract  or 
anything  like  that,  but  usually  we  offer 
up  so  much  beer  and  stuff  to  support 
us  for  the  year." 

Cletus  Flaherty,  from  the  student 
council,  said  the  breweries  usually 
seek  out  residence  houses  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  to  make  informal 
deals,  but  the  perks  vary  depending 
on  the  budget  of  the  brewery. 

In  past  years,  Molson  has  dominat- 
ed the  residence  scene,  but  Flaherty 
says  many  people  have  called  Labatt's 
new  deals  this  year  a  "really  aggres- 
sive campaign  to  try  to  get  themselves 
back  into  the  residence  market." 

The  liquor  companies  give  away 
beer  to  residence  in  return  for  prod- 
uct loyalty  from  students,  said  Hull. 
"The  19  -  25  age  is  the  most  lucrative 
group.  . .  Those  are  the  ones  that  are 
generally  out  spending  money. 

"We  try  to  help  them  and,  in  turn,  we 
hope  that  they  will  buy  our  product  in 
the  future  because  of  the  support  that 
we  provided  them,"  said  Chaytor. 

According  to  Brian  Johnston,  direc- 
tor of  housing,  around  40  per  cent  of 
residence  students  are  18  years  old, 
which  is  under  the  legal  age  for  drink- 
ing in  Newfoundland  and  Labrador. 

Johnston  said  he  is  unaware  of  any 
agreements  between  residences  and 
the  breweries. 

"1  hear  rumours  that  there  are 
sponsorships,"  said  Johnston.  "To 
our  knowledge,  there's  nothing  formal 
that  the  university  is  fully  aware  of." 

Carson  Leonard  from  student  af- 
fairs and  services  said  he  was  also  not 
aware  of  any  special  deals  between 
breweries  and  residences.  "I  hear 
some  breweries  give  each  residence 
two  dozen  beer,  but  1  haven't  seen  that 
and  I  don't  know,"  said  Leonard. 

Chaytor  says  from  Labatt's  point 
of  view,  when  they  give  beer  to  the 
house  executive,  they  trust  that  it  will 
be  used  properly  but  have  little  con- 
trol over  what  actually  happens. 


"We  don't  want  them  reselling  it  or 
anything  like  that,  but  it's  hard  to  con- 
trol what  people  do  with  it.  There  are 
lots  of  things  that  are  on  the  go. . .  We . 
can't  be  following  them  around  and 
telling  them  what  to  do,"  said  Molson 
'  rep  Hull. 

McDonald  says  brewery  sponsor- 
ship only  benefits  residence  and  the 
companies,  and  the  house  executives 
are  careful  to  handle  it  in  a  respon- 
sible manner. 

"The  money's  got  to  come  from 
somewhere,  so  if  a  house  has  an  op- 
portunity to  get  some  free  product 
and  sell  it,  this  pays,"  said  McDonald. 

McDonald  added  that  although  he 
is  elected  to  represent  residence,  he 
is  not  a  member  of  a  house  executive. 
He  said  his  house  usually  sells  this 
beer  at  events  with  liquor  licences. 

Robert  Solomon  is  a  professor 
of  law  at  the  University  of  Western 
Ontario  and  has  worked  on  the  area 
of  alcohol-related  liability  for  25 
years.  Solomon  says  allowing  beer 
companies  to  make  informal  deals 
with  students  is  an  extremely  danger- 
ous practice  legally.  "Alcohol  policy 
should  unite  students  and  university 
administrators.  Why?  It's  the  univer- 
sity who's  going  to  be  sued,  but  it's  the 
students  that  are  going  to  die,  and  be 
injured. . .  These  aren't  accidents;  this 
is  the  inevitable  result  of  our  alcohol 
•policies  in  practice." 

Solomon  says  most  universities  in 
Ontario  eliminated  brewery  sponsor- 
ship in  their  residences  after  they 
were  found  to  be  legally  liable  for  ac- 
cidents that  happened  on  campus. 

"These  kids  are  being  played  like 
fools,  to  what  end?  The  profits  of  the 
alcohol  industry.  Awfully  nice  of  you 
guys  to  subsidize  the  profits  of  the 
industry  on  the  deaths  and  injuries 
of  young  people.  It's  an  outrage,"  said 
Solomon. 

Richard  Garlick,  a  spokesperson  for 
the  Canadian  Centre  for  Substance 
Abuse,  was  also  concerned  about 
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Canada  can  be  "model  citizen"  says  Hart  House  lecturer 


by  GRAHAM  F.SCOTT 

VARSITY  STAFF  


"This  generation,"  said  Jennifer 
Welsh,  the  2004  Hart  House  lec- 
turer, "really  is  the  Charter  Gen- 
eration, very  much  raised  on  the 
ideas  of  rights  and  duties  in  the 
Canadian  Charter  of  Rights  and 
Freedoms,  but  also  a  generation 
essentially  raised  on  globaliza- 
tion. It  seemed  natural  to  me,  for 
people  of  our  age — well,  you're  all 
younger  than  me  now — to  be  ask- 
ing questions  about  citizenship." 

Welsh  spoke  with  The  Varsity  on 
Wednesday  before  delivering  the 
2004  Hart  House  Lecture,  "Where 
Do  I  Belong?  Exploring  Citizenship 
in  the  2P'  Century."  Her  lecture ' 
was  delivered  to  a  crowd  of  several 
hundred  in  the  Great  Hall  at  Hart 
House. 

Welsh  knows  a  little  about  the 
complexities  and  confusions  of 
citizenship.  Born  in  Regina,  her  ca- 
reer has  so  far  been  impressively 
transatlantic,  taking  her  from  the 
University  of  Saskatchewan,  where 
she  studied  Political  Science,  to  a 
Rhodes  Scholarship  at  Oxford  Uni- 


versity, to  a  post  at  the  European 
University  Institute  in  Florence,  a 
job  with  the  Canadian  Department 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  lecturing 
positions  at  U  of  T,  McGill  Univer- 
sity, and  her  current  job  as  a  pro- 
fessor of  International  Relations  at 
Oxford,  where  she  studies  Canada 
from  afar. 

With  the  2004  Hart  House  Lec- 
ture, Welsh  is  asking  how  the 
world,  and  Canada,  is  going  to 
define  citizenship  in  the  2P"  cen- 
tury. And  while  she  finds  the  idea 
of  "global  citizenship"  exciting, 
she  believes  that  in  reality  most 
people,  Canadians  included,  will 
still  define  themselves  in  relation 
to  a  country,  not  the  whole  world. 

"We're  in  a  period  where  the  con- 
cept of  'The  West'  is  under  strain," 
she  said.  "And  that  has  implica- 
tions for  any  country  that  consid- 
ers itself  part  of  The  West,  includ- 
ing Canada.  There  is  a  real  divide, 
a  noticeable  divide,  between  the 
United  States  and  some  states  in 
Western  Europe,  and  what's  inter- 
esting to  me  is  that,  a  year  on  from 
the  Iraq  war,  that  divide  is  not  less- 
ening. If  anything  it's  growing.  And 


that  is  a  troubling  backdrop  for  my 
own  study  of  what  others  think  of 
Canada." 

Welsh  made  two  main  arguments 
against  a  concept  of  "global  citizen- 
ship": "One  is  about  the  limits  of 
global  democracy,"  she  said.  "If  you 
attach  the  notion  of  citizenship  to 
requirements  of  democracy,  which 
I  do. ..then  I  think  when  we  look  at 
global  governance  at  the  moment, 
we  clearly  don't  have  that.  We  have 
global  activists,  we  have  non-state 
actors,  we  have  global  issues;  but 
we  don't  have  global  citizens.  It  is 
really  restricted  to  those  who  are 
able  to  participate  at  that  level. 

"The  second  piece  of  this  is  my 
scepticism  that  we  actually  apply 
the  same  level  of  moral  concern  to 
individuals  around  the  world.  We 
have  these  human  rights,  but  the 
ability  to  exercise  them,  and  the 
ability  of  the  international  com- 
munity to  ensure  that  people  are 
protected  is  severely  constrained. 
I  think  that  really  circumscribes 
the  idea  of  global  citizenship." 

Welsh  said  that  she  believes 
Canada's  role  on  the  international 
stage  should  be  one  of  a  "model 


citizen." 

"I  chose  those  two  words  very 
carefully,  the  idea  of  'model'  and 
'citizen.'  They're  both  aspirational, 
because  as  my  lecture  is  showing,  1 
don't  believe  we're  there  yet.  'Mod- 
el' has  two  main  dimensions  to  it. 
One  is  that  1  thmk  a  key  part  of 
our  foreign  policy  going  forward  is 
simply  going  to  be  acting  out  who 
we  are.  Our  role  in  the  world  is  as  a 
model  of  what  a  liberal  democracy 
can  be.  The  second  is,  when  you're 
a  model,  you  demonstrate  for  oth- 
ers, much  as  a  teacher  might  do. 
We're  a  model,  not  the  model.  As 
a  model  you're  not  really  out  to 
change  others;  it's  like  the  best 
teachers  you  ever  had — they 
didn't  tell  you  what  to  think.  They 
developed  a  critical  capacity  in 
you  to  think  for  yourself. 

"The  'citizen'  piece  of  this  is 
again  aspirational.  To  be  a  citizen 
is  to  be  very  different  from  [being] 
a  power  on  the  international  stage. 
To  be  a  citizen  is  to  contribute, 
to  accept  that  you're  very  rarely 
going  to  act  unilaterally.  We  need 
to  accept  that  in  the  2P'  century 
we're  going  to  be  collaborating 


Jennifer  "Welsh 

with  others,  and  it's  not  always 
going  to  be  simple  to  see  where 
Canada  made  the  difference.  But 
as  a  model  citizen  you  don't  care. 
We  need  to  grow  up  and  not  seek 
to  be  grabbing  the  newspaper 
headlines." 

Welsh's  lecture  is  available  in  a 
booklet  which  can  be  purchased 
from  Hart  House.  Her  forthcom- 
ing book.  At  Home  in  the  World: 
Canada's  Global  Vision  for  the  21" 
Century,  will  be  published  by  Harp- 
erCollins in  the  fall. 


Confined  from  previous  page 

breweries  providing  free  beer  to  stu- 
dents from  a  health  point  of  view. 

"One  of  the  major  controls  over 
drinking  is  price,  particularly  for 
young  consumers.  One  of  the  few 
things  that  stands  between  young 
persons  and  problems  with  alcohol  is 
that  it  costs  something,"  said  Garlick. 

However,  Flaherty  does  not  feel 
that  there  is  a  problem  with  exces- 


sive drinking  on  campus,  and  says 
the  residence  executives  are  very 
responsible. 

Currently  there  are  extensive  regu- 
lations about  how  parties  must  be 
conducted  in  residence  or  on  campus. 
Carson  Leonard  says  a  group,  among 
other  things,  needs  permission  from 
student  housing  to  hold  a  party,  and 
has  to  buy  their  liquor  through  liquor 
services  at  the  centre  for  student  life. 

"If  you're  having  a  party  anywhere 


on  campus,  it's  illegal  for  you  either  to 
have  free  beer  on  campus,  or  to  go  out 
to  the  liquor  store  and  buy  your  own 
beer,"  said  Leonard. 

"We  really  need  to  be  able  to  be 
frank  with  each  other,"  said  McDon- 
ald. "These  games  of  'What  can  we  tell 
housing,  what  can't  we,'  they  hurt  ev- 
erybody. In  the  end,  it  detaches  hous- 
ing from  residences,  and  I'm  not  going 
to  lie  to  you,  there's  a  strong  degree  of 
alienation,"  said  McDonald. 


Correction  '^M  ^ 

In  the  March  25  issue  of  The  Varsi\y\  Karen  Lewis  was 
quoted  as  saying  that  APUS  (Association  of  Part-time 
Undergraduate  Students)  had  approved  a  fee  hike. 
According  to  Chris  Ramsaroop  of  APUS,  the  group  in 
fact  voted  against  the  fee  hike. 
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Toronto  Mayor  David  Miller  mugs  it  up  for  The  Varsity  as  he  hangs  out  with  U  of  T 

Engineering's  infamous  Lady  Godiva  Bnad  (sic).  Miller  was  taking  part  in  the  TTC's  50th  anniversary 

celebrations  outside  of  Union  Station  on  Monday. 


WE  NEED!! 


4  POST-GRAD  STUDENTS 

1  PSYCHOLOGY,  1  NUTRITION, 
1  MICROBIOLOGY,  1  PHARMACOLOGY 


PSYCHOLOGY  to  prepare  a  list  of  questions 
for  a  special  interview  process. 
NUTRITION,  MICROBIOLOGY,  &  PHAR- 
MACOLOGY to  present  lectures  at  a  new 
private  health-care  school. 


Within  10  minutes  walk  from  campus. 


Excellent  remuneration. 


Submit  your  resume  to  Donna  at: 

Fax:  (905)  945-4047 
e-mail:  gwarkentin1@cogeco.ca 
Enquires:  (905)  309-5524 


SAC  finally  passes 
support  motion  for 
Falun  Gong 


byFEONCHAU 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  motion  that  was  cancelled  at 
the  Students'  Administrative  Council 
(SAC)  board  meeting  two  months  ago 
was  finally  passed  last  Monday.  SAC 
unanimously  affirmed  its  support 
for  U  of  T's  Falun  Gong  student  club 
for  the  fourth  consecutive  year  since 
2001  at  last  week's  board  meeting. 

Two  months  ago,  the  motion  to 
support  Falun  Gong  failed  to  make  it 
onto  the  January  meeting's  agenda. 
The  motion  was  then  cancelled  be- 
cause some  members  of  the  board 
expressed  concern  for  the  lack  of 
notice.  According  to  VP  Student 
Life  Dylan  Rae,  it  was  really  a  "small 
technicality"  because  the  meeting's 
agenda  was  not  even  available  until 
only  half  an  hour  before  the  sched- 
uled meeting. 

Last  week's  outcome  was  good 
news  to  Lucy  Zhao,  a  PhD  student 
here  at  U  of  T,  who  had  pushed  for  the 
motion  since  it  was  cancelled  in  Janu- 
ary. Other  Falun  Gong  practitioners 
like  David  Meek  expressed  similar 
sentiments.  "I  feel  quite  positive  that 
more  SAC  reps  can  really  understand 
the  persecution  of  Falun  Gong  for 
what  it  is... that  SAC  can  stand  on 
the  side  of  justice  and  morality,  and 
reflect  the  values. .  .it  really  makes  me 
very  happy  to  hear  this,"  said  Meek. 

In  total,  SAC  passed  five  resolutions 
condemning  the  persecution  of  Falun 
Gong  members  in  China  and  calling 
for  more  government  voice  against 
"hate  propaganda."  In  last  week's 
board  meeting,  SAC  also  resolved  to 
send  a  letter  to  Prime  Minister  Paul 
Martin,  the  foreign  minister,  and  the 
Toronto  City  Council  to  "urge  them  to 


/  \  FL  UENCE>  Continued  from  page  I 

Canada  into  a  military-focused 
state.  Secondly,  integration  with 
the  United  States  means  that 
Canadian  resources  will  have 
to  be  supplied  to  the  U.S.  These 
include  oil,  gas  and  electricity. 
According  to  the  US'  energy  se- 
curity plan,  after  the  Americans 
no  longer  use  Middle  East's  oil, 
Canada  will  be  their  oil  supply- 
ing country  after  Saudi  Arabia. 
What  this  means  for  Canada, 
Barlow  said,  is  that  pipelines 
for  oil  extraction  will  be  built, 
damaging  the  environment,  and 
robbing  Canada  of  its  natural 
resources.  Other  concerns  that 
Barlow  included  had  to  do  with 
degradation  of  health  care  and 
lowering  standards  in  sustain- 
able agriculture. 

At  the  end  of  her  speech.  Bar- 
low exclaimed:  "They  can't  take 
our  health  care  system.  They 
can't  take  our  peaceful  foreign 
policy.  They  can't  take  our  his- 
tory. It  is  all  ours  to  keep  and 
ours  to  share  with  the  rest  of  the 
world."  After  these  words,  the 
audience  stood  up  and  clapped 
intensely.  A  feeling  of  national 
pride  could  be  felt  in  the  room. 

The  discussion  then  turned  to 
Canada's  role  in  the  war  on  ter- 
rorism. Speaker  Amina  Sherazee, 
a  law  professor  at  U  of  T,  said 
that  Canada's  Anti-Terrorist  Act, 
bill  C-36,  which  stemmed  as  a 
reaction  to  the  attacks  of  9/11, 
was  unfair.  Sherazee  said  the 
act    "undermines    hundreds  of 


stop  the  hate  propaganda  and  speak 
up  for  an  immediate  end  to... inhu- 
man treatment  of  practitioners  of 
Falun  Gong."  Moreover,  a  copy  of  last 
week's  resolution  will  be  forwarded 
to  the  General  Secretary  of  United 
Nations,  Kofi  Annan,  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  the  Chinese  Em- 
bassy and  the  Chinese  consulates  in 
Canada. 

In  1999,  the  Chinese  government 
outlawed  Falun  Gong,  saying  that 
the  group  sought  to  undermine  the 
•  government.  Since  then,  hate  litera- 
ture has  reportedly  been  delivered 
to  government  agencies  worldwide 
that  show  support  for  Falun  Gong.  In 
Canada,  MP  Rob  Anders,  who  wore 
a  Falun  Gong  T-shirt  while  attending 
a  Chinese  New  Year's  celebration 
hosted  by  the  Chinese  Embassy,  said 
he  was  "physically  assaulted"  in  Feb- 
ruary 2000  in  Ottawa.  In  Toronto,  The 
Chinese  consulate  located  at  240  St. 
George  Street  displayed  propaganda 
posters  on  the  "wall  of  defamation" 
in  the  summer  of  2003.  Here  at  SAC, 
rumours  claimed  that  a  letter  and 
defaming  materials  were  sent  to  SAC 
from  the  Chinese  consulate  in  Toron- 
to in  2001.  While  the  news  was  never 
confirmed,  Dylan  Rae  commented 
that  SAC's  support  for  the  group  was 
"no  doubt  certainly  upsetting"  to  the 
Chinese  government. 

With  SAC's  renewed  support,  Falun 
Gong  is  in  the  process  of  organizing 
a  postcard  petition  and  a  mock  trial 
come  September's  frosh  week.  The 
goal  of  the  symbolic  tribunal  is  to 
raise  awareness  of  the  injustice  and 
persecution  in  China.  According  to 
Meek,  Canadian  Gemini  award-win- 
ning actor  Michael  Mahonen  will  star 
in  the  tribunal. 


years  of  human  rights  in  Canada" 
because  it  makes  anyone  who  ac- 
tively resists  governmental  poli- 
cies a  terrorist,  while  excluding 
state  terrorism  which,  Sherazee 
said,  is  what  is  happening  now 
in  Iraq.  According  to  Sherazee, 
the  anti-terrorist  act  gives  police 
the  right  to  interrogate  people 
without  clear  evidence  behind 
allegations.  Sherazee  brought  up 
the  example  of  23  Pakistani  men 
who  were  arrested  and  detained 
for  over  two  months  under  ac- 
cusations that  they  were  Sunni 
extremists  without  any  evidence 
to  support  this.  "Swayed  by  the 
spirit  of  America's  'war  on  ter- 
rorism,' our  government  had  no 
grounds  to  pass  a  legislation  that 
infringes  on  people's  constitu- 
tional rights." 

But  the  event  gained  a  lighter 
side  when  musician  Jian  Gho- 
meshi  talked  about  preserving 
the  Canadian  music  industry, 
without  Americanizing  our 
singers  and  musicians.  "Thirty 
years  ago,"  Ghomeshi  said,  the 
"Canadian  music  industry  didn't 
exist.  Now  it  is  Canadian  women 
such  as  Shania  and  Avril  who  are 
on  top  of  the  world's  billboard 
charts.  The  only  way  through 
which  Canadian  music  can  suc- 
ceed further  is  through  the  sup- 
port organizations  that  protect 
our  musicians,  so  that  instead  of 
going  to  L. A,  they  can  have  the 
opportunity  of  making  it  here." 

Other  prominent  speakers 
included  journalist  and  author 
Linda  McQuaig. 
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Do  Well  on  your  Exams,  ExCram  Your  Exams.M! 
The  Best  Instructors! 
The  Best  Study  Package! 
Online  Tutoring! 
The  MOST  Effective  Exam  Preparation  Tool: 

www.ExCram.com 


THIS  IS  ONE  OF  30  MILLION  MESSAGES 
ON  OUR  NETWORK  RIGHT  NOW. 


WHEN  CAN  THE  POWER  OF  A  NETWORK  CHANGE  YOUR  WORLD? 


When  a  network  is  built  on  the  world  standard  in  wireless  technology. 

There  is  now  a  clear  choice  to  communicate  seamlessly  around  the  globe  -  the  GSM  network.  In  fact, 
GSM  has  been  so  universally  adopted  that  it  is  now  considered  the  world  standard.  It  is  used  by  73% 
of  the  wireless  markets  and  has  changed  the  very  way  we  live,  work  and  play.  Rogers  -  Wireless 
is  now  built  on  this  network,  offering  Canadians  access  to  the  fastest  growing,  most  widely  used 
network  in  the  world. 


When  it's  the  largest  integrated  wireless  voice  and  data  network  in  Canada. 

Rogers  Wireless  has  the  largest  GSM  network  in  Canada.  It  moves  over  30  million  messages  across 
Canada  every  day,  reaches  more  than  93%  of  the  Canadian  population,  and  offers  extensive 
coverage  in  both  urban  centres  and  local  areas.  So  whether  you're  working  in  the  city,  playing  at 
the  cottage  or  travelling  on  business,  we'll  keep  you  connected. 


When  it  gives  you  access  to  the  latest  devices  and  applications. 

Being  the  most  widely  used  mobile  technology  in  the  world  has  its  advantages.  With  GSM,  you 
have  the  opportunity  to  get  your  hands  on  the  latest  devices  like  Power  Class  4  phones  and  the 
revolutionary  SIM  card  technology.  You  also  gain  access  to  the  latest  applications  in  text  and 
picture  messaging,  games  and  music.  For  business,  GSM  puts  applications  like  e-mail  on  the  go, 
wireless  desktop  and  customized  wireless  business  solutions  right  at  your  fingertips. 


When  it  lets  you  travel  easily  around  the  globe  with  one  wireless  device. 

Travel  worldwide  and  stay  connected  with  one  device  in  more  than  124  countries.  So  whether 
you're  stepping  off  a  plane  in  Milan  for  a  business  meeting,  or  visiting  your  old  friends  in  New 
York,  you  can  place  calls  or  send  and  receive  text  messages  seamlessly,  just  as  you  would  at  home. 


When  you  can  do  more  things  that  matter  to  you. 

Never  before  have  you  had  so  many  wireless  solutions  on  a  single  network.  At  Rogers  Wireless,  we 
are  deeply  committed  to  bringing  you  innovative  products,  services  and  technology,  first.  Our  goal  is 
simple.  We  will  continually  invest  in  new  ways  to  enhance  the  quality  of  your  wireless  experience 
so  that  you  can  connect  to  the  people  and  things  that  matter  most  to  you,  one  message  at  a  time. 


THIS  IS  THE  POWER  OF  THE  NEW  ROGERS  WIRELESS  NETWORK. 
THIS  IS  YOUR  WORLD  RIGHT  NOW. 


ROGERS 

WIRELESS 


Your  World  Right  Now 
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VARSITY  PUBLICATIONS 
STATEMENT  OF  OPERATIONS 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  APRIL  30,  2003 


REVENXJE 

Advertising 
Student  levy- 
Other 


2003 


$  391,383 
46, 149 
556 


2002 


$  345,369 
42, 559 
3,  566 


Total  Revenue 


438, 088 


391,494 


EXPENSES 


Salaries , commissions  and  benefits 

232, 720 

232, 149 

Printing 

114, 175 

137,454 

Supplies,  equipment  rental  and  repair 

20,771 

26, 024 

Canadian  University  Press  fees 

10, 619 

12, 307 

Telephone  and  Postage 

6,  908 

7,264 

Travel 

8,240 

11,723 

Delivery- 

10, 709 

9,  850 

Professional  fees 

10, 690 

6,  582 

Conrputer  support  services 

8,  970 

Advertising  and  promotion 

323 

3,  055 

Acquisition  of  capital  assets   (Note  3) 

5,255 

Boards  and  committees 

420 

300 

Insurance 

1,495 

1,  252 

Bank  charges  and  interest 

891 

Subscriptions 

543 

1,362 

Total  Expenses 

432,729 

449,322 

Excess/ (Deficit)  of 

revenues  over  expenses  $       5,359       $  (57,828) 


VARSITY  PUBLICATIONS 
STATEMENT  OF  FINANCIAL  POSITION 
AS  AT  APRIL  30,  2003 

2003  2002 

CURRENT  ASSETS 

Cash  $     51,103       $  72,141 

Accounts  receivable  (less 

allowance  for  doubtful  accounts:  85,216  63,166 

2003   -  $3,049   ,    2002   -   $  3,049) 
Accounts  receivable  -  interest  9  12 

Prepaid  expenses  2,362  1,300 


Total  Assets  $  138,690       $  136,619 


CURRENT  LIABILITIES 

Accounts  payable  and  accrued 
liabilities 


$     18,356       $  21,644 


NET  ASSETS 

Internally  restricted  for 

equipment  acquisitions 
Unrestricted  net  assets 


77,886 
42,448 


77,886 
37, 089 


Total  Net  Assets 


120, 334 


114, 975 


Total  Liabilities  and  Net  Assets 


$  138,690       $  136,619 


Approved  on  behalf  o,^  the  Board 


/j4^-/^A.  ^Xiv;-^   Director 

^  ■  ^A^kx^  PAj        '  Director 
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Standing  together  against  hatred 

Tomorrow  it  could  be  your  community  that  is  victimized 


bySAFIYYAHALLY 


Newspaper  headlines  displayed  the 
disturbing  news:  13  Jewish  homes 
in  Thornhill  were  vandalized  in 
one  night;  swastikas  and  hateful 
messages  were  spray-painted  on  a 
synagogue  and  day  school.  Most  of 
us  would  agree  that  the  hate  crimes 
committed  against  the  Jewish  com- 
munity over  the  last  few  weeks  are 
reprehensible  and  unacceptable. 
But  how  do  these  events  affect  stu- 
dents attending  U  of  T  who  are  not 
of  Jewish  origin? 

None  of  us  is  immune  to  hatred 
and  injustice.  Consider  the  following 
circumstance:  My  family  moved  into 
a  new  neighbourhood  many  years 
ago,  only  to  be  welcomed  by  indi- 
viduals who  were  intent  on  fright- 
ening us  away.  Week  after  week, 
they  showed  up  to  express  their 
intolerance,  hurling  huge  rocks  at 
our  screen  door  and  smashing  the 
glass  into  smithereens.  Calling  the 
police  proved  fruitless.  For  the  next 
few  months  we  lived  in  fear,  wait- 
ing for  the  next  senseless  attack, 
knowing  that  the  next  knock  could 
be  "Them,"  ready  to  intimidate  us 
yet  again. 

This  is  the  first  time  I  write  pub- 
licly about  this  event.  I  do  so  to 


demonstrate  that  hate  is  not  tar- 
geted at  or  limited  to  one  specific 
community.  I  was,  perhaps  naively, 
surprised  when  I  read  about  the 
swastikas  and  other  hurtful  mes- 
sages sprayed  across  Maria  Leib's 
door.  It  was  then  that  1  fully  com- 
prehended the  connection  between 
the  Liebs'  marred  door  and  my  own 
shattered  front  door  many  years 
ago.  There  are  other  parallels:  the 
similarities  between  Thursday's 
attacks  against  a  Pickering  mosque 
and  the  attacks  against  a  synagogue 
in  the  York  region  prove  that  acts  of 
hate  do  not  affect  just  one  individual 
or  one  community.  The  sad  reality  is 
that  many  groups  are  targets  of  hate 
crime.  Tomorrow  it  could  be  your 
community  that  is  victimized. 

We  cannot  ignore  injustice  and 
hatred  when  it  does  not  affect  us 
directly.  We  must  view  hate  crimes 
and  vandalism  as  crimes  commit- 
ted against  the  entire  community; 
as  collective  problems  that  must  be 
tackled  by  all  Canadians. 

Regardless  of  religion,  ethnic 
origin,  language,  age,  sex,  or  any 
other  differentiating  characteris- 
tic, we  need  to  act  in  solidarity  to 
show  that  racism  and  injustice  will 
not  be  tolerated.  It  is  clear  that  the 
perpetrators  of  such  attacks  did  not 


adequately  attempt  to  understand 
the  "other." 

If  we  show  that  we  can  stand 
together  despite  our  differences, 
we  will  convey  a  very  powerful 
message;  in  working  to  eliminate 
hatred  and  injustice,  we  ourselves 
can  serve  as  proof  of  the  potential 
benefits  when  understanding  and 
respect  are  cultivated  among  di- 
verse communities. 

Many  organizations  and  individu- 
als are  now  coming  together  to  re- 
spond to  the  attacks.  As  a  member 
of  the  Muslim-Arab-Jewish  Dia- 
logue Committee,  I  assure  you  that 
we  are  working  with  students,  indi- 
viduals and  organizations  both  on 
and  off  campus  to  ensure  that  this 
campus — and  the  wider  commu- 
nity— becomes  a  safe  and  inclusive 
place  for  all.  There  are  several  proj- 
ects and  events  that  are  underway.  1 
urge  you  to  join  in  our  efforts.  In  do- 
ing so,  we  can  become  empowered 
to  eliminate  acts  of  ignorance  and 
misunderstanding  in  a  cooperative 
and  compelling  way. 


Safiyyah  Ally  is  a  third-year  Political 
Science  student  at  the  U  of  T  and  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Muslim-Arab- 
Jewish  Dialogue  Committee. 


Don't  let  this  happen  to  you! 


byNADIADAAR 


Allow  me  to  tell  you  a  little  story 
about  a  friend  of  mine,  Miss  Z  (I 
would  use  X  but  it  just  seems  too 
banal).  Miss  Z  was  taking  two 
courses  with  the  same  three-let- 
ter designator.  With  a  stroke  of 
pure  luck,  both  courses  required 
the  students  to  complete  rather 
similar  assignments.  In  addition, 
the  professors  in  each  class  knew 
this  to  be  the  case. 

To  make  a  long  story  short,  Mis- 
sy Zee  (if  you  say  Zed  you're  out 
of  luck)  used  a  couple  of  the  same 
paragraphs  in  both  of  the  essays. 
Remember,  it  was  all  her  own  work. 
When  it  came  time  to  retrieve  one 
of  the  papers,  instead  of  her  essay, 
Miss  Z  received  a  thin  envelope. 
Inside,  was  a  short  letter  telling 
her  to  be  in  her  professor's  office 
within  an  hour.  I  was  shocked! 
Excuse  me,  Miss  Z  was  shocked!  At 
the  office,  she  was  faced  with  the 
professor,  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  another  authoritative 
figure  whose  job  seemed  to  be  to 


look  stern.  She  was  told  that  there 
was  reason  to  believe  that  she  had 
committed  an  academic  offence  by 
submitting  parts  of  the  same  work 
for  two  different  courses. 

...U  of  T  students 
should  not  be  naifve 
in  thinking  that 
academic  offences  are 
limited  to  cheating 
on  an  exam  or 
using  unreferenced 
material — there 
are  other  offences 
apparently. 

Two  months  and  three  hundred 
migraines  later.  Miss  Z  sought 
legal  advice  and  subsequently 
went  for  a  formal  meeting  at  the 
Dean's  office.  Miss  Z  maintained 
her  innocence  and  ignorance  of  U 
of  T's  academic  policies  and  within 
an  hour,  the  case  was  resolved  and 


it  was  agreed  that  the  essay  would 
be  reread  and  marked  under  the 
pretence  that  those  couple  of  para- 
graphs were  never  there  to  begin 
with.  Essentially  that  means  that 
the  essay  grade  would  be  brought 
down. 

Miss  Z  was  happy  to  have  the  in- 
cident over  with,  but  was  naturally 
upset  that  this  had  to  happen  in  the 
first  place.  The  moral  of  the  story 
is  that  U  of  T  students  should  not 
be  naive  in  thinking  that  academic 
offences  are  limited  to  cheating  on 
an  exam  or  using  unreferenced  ma- 
terial— there  are  other  offences  ap- 
parently. So  go  home  and  read  the 
"Code  of  Behavior  on  Academic 
Matters."  To  put  this  in  to  perspec- 
tive, the  same  thing  happened  to 
three  other  students  in  the  class, 
so  this  is  clearly  a  common  misun- 
derstanding. It's  not  that  1  am  com- 
pletely daft. ..Miss  Z  1  mean. 

(Please  contact  Miss  Z  for  de- 
tailed versions  of  the  "Code  of  Be- 
havior" and  "Academic  Honesty" 
that  she  now  has  in  her  posses- 
sion.) 


LETTERS 


Hillel's 
grammar  to 
blame? 


Re:  York  admin  comes  down 
on  bickering  student  groups, 
Mar.  25 

Editor's  note:  The  article 
reports  that  Hillel's  T-shirts 
read,  "If  I  was  a  suicide  bomber, 
you'd  be  dead  by  now." 


May  1  modestly  suggest  that  per- 
haps the  problem  with  York  is  not 
the  clash  of  cultures  as  reported 
by  The  Varsity,  but  instead  the  poor 
academic  standards  there. 

It  is;  "If  I  were  a  suicide  bomber, 
you'd  be  dead  by  now." 

Silly  suburbanites. 

Ian  Ross  McDonald 


Unions  aren't 
governments 

Re:  Mutiny  over  the  bounty: 
where  is  ECSU's  money  go- 
ing? Mar.  29 

The  Varsity  this  year  has  repeat- 
edly referred  to  student  unions 
as  "student  governments."  How- 
ever often  the  administration  at 
U  of  T  chooses  to  use  this  term, 
it  remains  inaccurate.  ECSU  and 
other  organization  such  as  the 
GSU  are  student  unions — it  says 
so  right  in  their  name! 

They  do  not  govern  their 
members,  but  rather  represent 
them  as  a  collective  voice. 
Please  allow  these  organizations 
to  choose  their  own  names  and 
don't  buy  into  U  of  T  administra- 
tion lingo. 

Christopher  Collins 

Graduate  Students'  Union  Secretary 
Canadian  Federation  of  Students 
Local  19 


Round  2  SAC 

referendum 

unfair 


1  recently  learned  that  the  Women's 
Centre,  Students  for  Barrier-Free 
Access,  CINSSU  and  the  Bikeshare 
program  have  each  won  new  levies, 
or  substantial  increases  to  exist- 
ing levies  in  "round  2"  of  the  SAC 
referendum. 

While  1  support  the  causes  of 
several  of  these  groups,  1  feel  there 
was  a  substantial  lack  of  fairness 
and  integrity  in  the  way  the  "round 
2"  referendum  was  carried  out.  In 
my  view,  neither  SAC  nor  the  vari- 
ous "yes"  campaigns  made  a  good 
faith  effort  to  inform  the  electorate 
that  the  referendum  was  taking 
place. 

SAC  made  no  note  of  the  refer- 
endum on  their  website,  campaign 
posters  and  flyers  were  few  and  far 
between,  and  the  campus  media 
also  bears  responsibility  for  not 
carrying  any  pre-referendum  cov- 
erage of  the  issues. 

Increasing  student  fees  by  stpalth 
is  unethical.  If  organizations  are 
going  to  take  students'  money,  it  is 
only  fair  that  they  clearly  ask  for 
it  in  a  forthright  manner.  The  cam- 
paigns involved  in  the  "round  2" 
referendum  have  failed  miserably 
in  this  regard. 

Paul  Bowser 
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SAA  dancers  wait  anxiously  for  their  turn  to  perform  at  the  cuhural  show  at  Western. 


Bollywood  may  have  gone  Hollywood,  but  young  South  Asians  are  still  trying  to  stay  true  to  their 
roots,  finding  a  way  to  balance  old-world  traditions  with  pop  culture  fusion 


bySHAKIRHAQ 

with  files  from  TABASSUMSIDDIQUI 
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We  are  currently  living  in  an  era 
when  age-old  traditional  ele- 
ments of  South  Asian  culture 
have  immigrated  thousands  of 
kilometres  to  intertwine  with  Western  pop 
culture,  putting  a  whole  new  spin  on  the  oft- 
overused  term  "fusion". 

In  the  past  decade,  Bollywood  movies 
such  as  Lagaan  (a  four-hour  epic  nominated 
for  the  foreign  film  Oscar)  and  Monsoon 
Wedding  (U.S. -based  director  Mira  Nair's  at- 
tempt at  a  mainstream  Indian  movie),  have 
landed  on  the  shelves  of  the  corner  video 
store — a  change  that  set  off  a  revolution  of 
fusion  films  (part-Hindi/part-English),  in- 
cluding crossover  hit  Bend  it  Like  Beckham 
and  Canada's  own  Bollywood/Hollywood, 
which  for  the  first  time  ever  featured  South 
Asian  actors  in  English-speaking  lead  roles. 
These  were  also  the  first  South  Asian  films 
ever  played  in  the  mainstream  cinemas  (In- 
dian films  have  long  been  a  mainstay  in  indie 
movie  houses  in  Toronto's  suburbs,  and  the 
industry  has  clearly  taken  note,  with  many 
Bollywood  releases  now  being  screened 
at  cineplexes  across  the  GTA,  including 
packed  houses  at  the  massive  Cinesphere  at 
Ontario  Place). 

It's  surprising  how  many  non-South 
Asians  are  familiar  with  Bollywood  (though 
India  does  boast  the  second-largest  film 
industry  In  the  world  after  the  U.S.)  In  all 
its  brassy,  sometimes-kitschy  glory.  Appar- 
ently the  big  secret  is  out,  and  most  people 
now  know  that  ail  Bollywood  films  are  mu- 
sicals— there's  always  a  spontaneous  song 
and  dance,  perhaps  in  a  field  or  In  the  rain 


(or  if  you're  really  lucky,  a  combination  of 
the  two).  Yes,  it  verges  on  the  ridiculous, 
but  in  a  country  with  such  a  beautiful 
natural  landscape  and  a  whole  season — bar- 
saat — designated  to  three  months  of  rain 
(the  infamous  monsoons),  what  do  you 
expect?  But  for  all  its  influence,  Bollywood 
is  only  the  mere  tip  of  the  iceberg  in  South 
Asia's  17,000  year-old  history. 

South  Asian  music  has  also  made  the  trek 
to  Western  shores  and  crept  into  the  albums 
of  high-profile  North  American  artists,  of 
late  including  Missy  Elliot,  Jay-Z,  and  Beyon- 
ce  Knowles,  just  to  name  a  few.  Even  Britney 
Spears,  the  quintessential  pop  diva  of  this 
decade.  Included  a  special  "desi  kulcha" 
remix  of  her  single,  "Me  Against  the  Music" 
on  her  latest  album.  You  don't  get  more  pop 
culture  than  Britney.  Of  course,  most  of 
these  appearances  in  the  mainstream  indus- 
try are  but  samples  and  remixes,  but  South 
Asian  artists,  such  as  Punjabi  MC  (a  long- 
time mixmaster  in  the  UK,  but  only  recently 
getting  some  love  on  these  shores  thanks 
to  Jay-Z's  "Beware  of  the  Boys  [Mundian  to 
Bach  Ke]"  remix)  are  setting  the  stage  for 
future  generations  of  soloists. 

Aside  from  multimedia,  South  Asian 
cultural  influences  can  be  found  In  today's 
clothing,  food,  and  home  decor.  Just  last 
week,  no  less  a  retail  giant  than  Sears  put 
on  an  event  In  their  downtown  flagship  store 
extolling  the  virtues  of  Indian  style,  from 
bright  jewel-coloured  sari  fabric  for  drapes 
and  bedding  to  beaded  silk  accessories.  Yet, 
despite  /?urfa-style  shirts  available  at  the 
trendiest  shops  to  the  more  authentic  (and 
exponentially  expanding)  Gerrard  Street 
strip  (also  known  as  "Little  India")  with  its 
many  Indian  and  Pakistani  merchants,  many 
South  Asian  students  in  Toronto  are  still 


searching  for  what  their  roots  really  mean 
to  them  as  Individuals. 

"Until  recently,  1  don't  think  I  actually 
knew  what  it  meant  to  be  South  Asian.  1  al- 
ways considered  myself  Canadian,"  shares 
Shvetna  Dhingra,  a  third-year  sociology 
and  South  Asian  studies  major  at  U  of  T. 
"Now  that  I  feel  more  connected  to  my 
roots,  I'm  proud  to  be  a  South  Asian  living 
in  Toronto." 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  some  that 
have  always  stayed  in  touch  with  their  back- 
ground. "I  don't  regard  myself  as  an  outsider 
[to  Canadian  culture],"  says  Swati  Shree,  a 
second-year  Immunology  student.  "Yet  nei- 
ther do  I  consider  myself  purely  Canadian. 
My  parents  did  a  pretty  good  job  of  keeping 
the  Indian  culture  inside  me  and  our  home." 

"I  definitely  feel  as  Canadian  as  they 
come,"  counters  fellow  second-year  biology 
and  religion  student  Anushka  Ataullahjan. 
"I  don't  see  my  being  South  Asian  and  my 
being  Canadian  as  separate  things.  I  see  the 
extent  to  which  1  am  in  touch  with  my  South 
Asian  roots  as  sort  of  adding  to  how  Cana- 
dian I  am.  They're  very  connected." 

Then  again,  there  are  other  less  internal 
factors  that  go  hand-ln-hand  with  the  cul- 
ture. "Being  a  South  Asian  in  an  arts  back- 
ground has  been  a  bit  challenging — there 
are  not  many  South  Asians  In  the  arts," 
claims  U  of  T  graduate  Richa  Jauharl.  She's 
referring  to  the  fact  that  a  large  majority 
of  South  Asians  often  (and  perhaps  stereo- 
typically)  end  up  In  the  more  scientific  dis- 
ciplines such  as  life  sciences,  engineering, 
commerce,  or  computing. 

This  leaves  South  Asian  students  feel- 
ing "alienated  occasionally  because  there 
are  so  few  South  Asians  in  my  programs," 
admits  Ellesha  Wanigasekera,  a  third-year 


religion  and  English  major,  who  echoes 
Jauhari's  concerns. 

But  In  today's  multicultural  Canada,  what 
does  being  South  Asian  even  mean?  Ataul- 
lahjan explains,  "It's  not  only  appreciating 
mainstream  things  like  the  music  and  the 
movies,  but  one  should  be  familiar  with  the 
ideals  and  morals  [of  the  culture]  in  addi- 
tion to  some  of  the  history." 

"I  think  it  means  just  being  comfortable 
in  your  own  skin,"  offers  Jauhari.  "By  that 
1  mean  Identifying  that  you  are  'brown'  not 
only  in  skin  colour,  but  also  from  the  inside 
(and  by  that  I  don't  mean  all  the  curry  and 
roti  you've  been  eating!),  and  being  comfort- 
able with  that." 

Wanigasekera  says  her  dose  of  South 
Asian  culture  comes  from  "the  literature  and 
scriptures,  art,  music,  Hindi  films,  temple, 
watching  [local  TV  station]  Omni  occasion- 
ally, reading  Hinduism  Today  [magazine], 
taking  an  introductory  Hindi  course,  and 
In  addition  to  all  this,  1  take  Indian  classical 
dance  and  belong  to  a  music  group  which 
has  Indian  classical  music  as  its  base. 

"Elders  are  a  wealth  of  living 
knowledge!  It's  much  more  interesting  get- 
ting cultural  knowledge  from  them  than 
from  boring  textbooks,"  she  adds. 

But  Devyani  Sirur,  a  fourth-year  political 
science  and  French  major,  though  agreeing 
with  Wanigasekera  about  the  value  of  par- 
ents, cautions  that  "a  lot  of  the  time  it  is  the 
force  of  the  parents  that  want  their  children 
to  get  in  touch  with  their  roots.  The  parents 
want  their  child  to  partake  In  activities  that 
the  child  is  simply  not  Interested  In  doing. 
The  children  should  be  doing  something 
that  relates  to  their  culture,  but  something 
they  enjoy  doing." 

A  simple  and  enjoyable  approach  to  main- 
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taining  some  cultural  perspective 
is  to  join  the  South  Asian  Alliance 
(SAA)  on  campus,  a  group  not  only 
at  U  of  T,  but  on  campuses  across 
North  America  (including  six  other 
Ontario  chapters). 

Joining  the  SAA's  dance  team 
(that  recently  participated  in  the 
largest  cultural  dance  festival  in 
Canada,  hosted  by  University  of 
Western  Ontario)  is  precisely  what 
I  did,  not  particularly  because  1  felt 
out  of  touch  with  my  roots  per  se, 
but  because  1  wanted  to  meet  more 
people  sharing  my  ethnic  back- 
ground. About  30  other  people  on 
the  team  share  a  similar  view. 

As  an  SAA  member,  "1  am  able 
to  hang  out  with  people  who  come 
from  similar  families  and  situa- 
tions," says  executive  member  and 
dancer  Osmaan  Sheikh,  a  second- 
year  neuroscience  student. 

"1  was  interested  in  joining  SAA 
because  I  thought  it  would  be  a 
good  way  to  meet  people  and  make 
friends.  I  moved  to  Toronto  the  year 
1  started  university,  so  1  didn't  know 
anyone  here,"  recalls  Sirur. 

But  being  part  of  the  dance  team 
that  went  to  Western  wasn't  simply 
a  social  event.  "Practice  took  a  lot 
of  time  out  of  our  schedules,  and 
when  we  first  started,  everyone 
was  a  bit  upset  about  that,"  con- 
fesses Dhingra.  "But  when  things 
started  coming  together,  when  we 
were  able  to  do  run-throughs  of  the 
whole  dance,  everyone  felt  like  the 
time  put  in  totally  paid  off." 

Co-choreographer  Swati  Shree 
adds,  "Completing  the  choreogra- 
phy for  a  10-minute  dance  between 
two  people  was  taxing.  We  had  real- 
ly exhausted  our  creative  juices  by 
the  end  of  it.  It  was  pretty  difficult 
trying  to  keep  the  dance  interesting 
for  so  long." 

The  annual  cultural  show  is  an 


SAA  members,  including  choreographer  Swati  Shree  (centre),  get  organized  backstage. 


event  put  on  by  Western's  Indo- 
Canadian  Students'  Association 
(WICSA).  This  year,  due  to  substan- 
tial growth  in  audience  size,  it  was 
held  at  the  John  Labatt  Centre  in 
London  on  March  20.  South  Asian 
clubs  from  Canadian  universities 
are  invited  to  attend  and  compete 
in  this  event.  Each  university  pres- 
ents a  10-minute  dance,  which  is  of- 
ten a  medley  of  South  Asian  music 
(most  commonly  featuring  Hindi 
film  music,  bhangra,  and  hip-hop). 

After  three  solid  months  of  re- 
hearsals, a  multitude  of  props  and 
plethora  of  costumes,  the  U  of  T-St. 


George  SAA  dance  team  left  our 
final  Friday  night  dress  rehearsal  at 
1  a.m.  full  of  excitement  and  anxi- 
ety, only  to  return  four  hours  later. 
Saturday  morning,  while  donning 
our  custom-made  "Fresh  off  Bloor" 
T-shirts,  we  loaded  the  'magic  bus' 
with  our  props  and  costumes  in 
preparation  for  the  5  a.m.  depar- 
ture to  London. 

Dhingra  recalls,  "Right  before 
we  went  on,  everyone  seemed  so 
pumped.  We  seemed  like  more  of 
a  team  than  ever  before.  And  right 
after,  it  felt  so  good  to  know  that 
our  practices  really  paid  off."  And 


what  a  pay-off  it  was:  U  of  T's  SAA 
brought  home  the  first-place  tro- 
phy for  Best  Overall  Performance. 

"I  couldn't  believe  it,"  exclaims 
Attaullahjan,  "I'm  still  in  shock!  We 
made  history,  and  no  matter  what 
the  future  might  hold,  we  are  the 
first  team  to  ever  bring  the  trophy 
[home]  and  no  one  can  take  that 
away  from  us.  People  don't  see  us 
as  only  nerds  anymore.  They  see 
we  are  so  much  more  than  that," 
she  quips. 

Due  to  the  success  of  this  year's 
team.  Sheikh  hopes  that  the  SAA 
will  be  able  to  spearhead  some- 


thing on  a  larger  scale  in  the  years 
to  come.  "We  hope  to  bring  the 
cultural  show  to  Toronto  to  a  big- 
ger venue.  We  want  to  expand  it  so 
it  will  reach  more  people.  Ideally,  it 
will  become  a  roaming  show  that 
goes  from  city  to  city." 

SAA  and  other  campus  orga- 
nizations aren't  the  only  groups 
aimed  at  young  South  Asians — as 
local  teens  and  twentysomethings 
grapple  with  the  various  socio-cul- 
tural  issues  that  surround  identity 
politics,  more  and  more  groups  are 
springing  up  as  a  place  for  South 
Asians  to  meet  and  learn.  Take 
Desi  Match,  a  new  introduction 
service  founded  by  U  of  T  student 
Sana  Ziauddin.  The  group  hosts 
fun  'speed  dating'-type  events 
at  cafes  and  other  venues  where 
young  South  Asians  can  mingle  and 
chat.  And  in  a  specifically  South 
Asian-themed  twist,  all  events 
are  religion-specific  (seeing  as 
there  are  often  religious  barriers 
when  it  comes  to  dating,  relation- 
ships, and  marriage  in  the  Hindu 
and  Muslim  communities).  Desi 
Match's  next  evening  (for  young 
Muslim  singles)  takes  place  April 
13  at  Just  Desserts  (555  Yonge  St.; 
e-mail  info@desimatch.ca  for  more 
details). 

Organizations  like  the  SAA  and 
Desi  Match  are  only  one  way  for 
South  Asian  students  to  reclaim 
their  heritage,  but  with  the  ongoing 
popularity  and  mainstreaming  of 
Indian  culture,  many  students  are 
finding  it  increasingly  important 
to  stay  in  touch  with — or  find  out 
about — the  rich  artistic,  linguistic, 
and  religious  traditions  of  South 
Asia.  Hopefully  in  staying  true 
to  their  own  roots,  young  South 
Asians  can  help  the  culture  con- 
tinue to  grow  here  on  these  shores, 
intertwining  East  with  West. 
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Varsity  Publications  Inc. 
Notice  of  Proposed  By-Law  Changes 

1.  To  change  the  definition  of  the  corporation's  membership  fee  from  $1.25  per  FallA/Vinter  Session  to  $0.63  per  Session. 

2.  To  change  the  length  of  membership  term  to  any  Session  in  which  the  membership  fee  is  paid  and  one  Session  beyond  two  or 
more  consecutive  paid  Sessions. 

3.  To  change  the  definition  of  membership  to  include  those  admitted  to  any  program  of  study  at  the  University  of  Toronto  and  alumni 
thereof  who  have  paid  the  per-session  membership  fee. 

4.  To  insert  a  requirement  that  a  full  Staff  meeting  be  held  at  least  once/month  during  the  months  of  September,  October,  November, 
January,  February,  and  March. 

5.  To  expand  the  definition  of  "contribution"  for  the  purposes  of  determining  "Staff'  status  to  include  non-Editorial  contributions  such  as 
advertising  sales,  bookkeeping  functions,  event  organization,  delivery  and  circulation,  layout,  copy-editing,  online  programming,  etc 
5.  To  reduce  the  number  of  requisitionists  required  to  hold  an  Emergency  General  Meeting  to  1500  (from  2000).  To  reduce  the  quorum 
requirements  for  an  Emergency  General  Meeting  to  250,  at  least  100  of  whom  must  be  present  in  person  (from  500/250). 

7.  To  permit  the  removal  of  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  by  a  2/3  majority  vote  of  the  Board. 

B.  To  change  the  composition  of  the  Board  of  Directors  so  as  to  add  3  additional  Staff  and  1  additional  Professional  representative. 

9.  To  define  and  circumshbe  the  role  of  the  Board  of  Directors  as:  to  hire  &  fire  Executive  Officers  and  Masthead/Management  posi- 
tions; to  set  the  operating  budget;  to  commission  an  independent  audit  and  report  the  results  of  same  to  the  membership;  to  consider 
Dhanges  to  the  By-Laws;  and  to  set  corporate  policy  and  long-range  business  strategy.  To  specify  that  the  Board  shall  have  no  influ- 
ence over  day-to-day  Editorial  decisions. 

10.  To  empower  the  Board  to  appoint  such  non-voting  Advisors  to  itself  as  it  sees  fit,  and  such  voting  or  non-voting  Advisors  to  sub- 
committees/working groups  of  the  Board  as  it  sees  fit. 

11 .  To  establish  the  Chair  of  the  Board  as  a  non-Executive  Officer  of  the  corporation  seperate  from  the  Chief  Executive  Officer. 

12.  To  change  the  manner  in  which  Executive  Officers  and  Masthead  members  are  selected  from  an  elections  process  to  a  hiring 
Drocess. 

Note  that  the  full  text  of  these  proposed  By-Law  amendments  is  available  at  the  corporation's  head  offices,  310-21  Sus 
sex  Avenue,   by  contacting  business@thevarsity.ca,  and  will  be  made  available  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  Members 

To  be  considered  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Varsity  Pubiications  Inc.  at  3:00  p.m.  Fri- 
day April  2,  2004,  at  the  corporation's  head  offices,  21  Sussex  Avenue.  Also  to  be  considered  at  the  An- 
nual Meeting  of  Members,  to  be  held  Thursday  April  8,  2004,  specific  time  and  location  to  be  announced 
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Hospitals  getting  more  tech-sawy 


SCIENCE  BRIEFS 


Reptilian  trick  used 
to  heal  scars 

A  new  drug  that  stops  scarring  after 
surgery  will  soon  begin  clinical  trials 
in  Manchester,  England.  The  inspira- 
tion for  the  drug  came  from  a  chance 
discovery  twenty  years  ago  in  alliga- 
tors. When  researchers  cut  the  skin 
of  alligator  embryos  to  insert  marked 
cells  to  follow  their  development,  the 
scars  always  healed  perfectly.  This  led 
to  the  discovery  that  human  embryos 
have  the  same  ability.  As  adults,  our 
bodies  use  energy  more  for  mounting 
an  immune  defense  by  forming  a  scar 
to  protect  the  soft  tissues  from  the 
environment.  As  embryos,  we  devote 
more  energy  to  forming  properly,  and 
hence  mend  scars  seamlessly.  The 
new  drug  is  a  synthetic  version  of  a 
chemical  produced  by  embryonic 
skin  cells,  and  will  hopefully  trick  the 
immune  system  into  healing  wounds 
without  forming  a  scar. 
ZOE  CORMIER 
Source:  The  Guardian 


Rat  genome 
sequenced 

The  rat  genome  has  been  se- 
quenced, making  it  the  third  mammal 
genome  to  be  sequenced,  after  mouse 
and  man.  The  genome  contains  25,000 
genes,  of  which  90  per  cent  are  shared 
with  humans,  making  the  rat  an  excel- 
lent model  in  which  to  study  human 
disease.  The  same  group  is  now  trying 
to  sequence  the  cow,  sea  urchin,  and 
macaque  genomes  for  evolutionary 
comparisons. 
-ZC 

Source:  Nature 


Abortion  does  not 
increase  risk  of  breast 
cancer 

A  massive  study  has  concluded  that 
there  is  no  link  between  abortion  and 
breast  cancer.  The  issue  has  been 
a  controversial  one  for  the  past  25 
years,  as  some  studies  showed  that 
women  who  suffered  miscarriages  or 
induced  abortions  had  slightly  higher 
rates  of  breast  cancer.  It  is  known  that 
pregnancy  and  nursing  produce  a  hor- 
mone in  the  breast  that  helps  protect 
against  cancer,  and  some  pro-life  ad- 
vocacy groups  proposed  that  prema- 
turely ending  a  pregnancy  suspends 
the  breast  at  an  incomplete  stage  of 
development  rending  it  more  likely  to 
develop  a  tumour.  But  a  new  analysis, 
examining  80,000  women  from  53  stud- 
ies worldwide,  has  found  no  link. 
-ZC 

Source:  Nature 


by  CHRISTINE  MAKI 


Increasing  use  of  information 
technology  (IT)  in  hospitals  bodes 
well  for  future  performance,  says 
a  recent  report  by  the  Hospital 
Report  Research  Collaborative.  Dr. 
Adalsteinn  Brown,  the  collabora- 
tion's principal  investigator,  claims 
that:  "Health  care  is  a  knowledge 
industry  and  yet  IT  investment  is 
relatively  low.  The  extent  to  which 
hospitals  can  do  that  is  a  good  pre- 
dictor of  future  performance." 

Specifically,  IT  allows  hospitals 
to  "improve  internal  and  external 
hospital  communication,  refine  the 
quality  of  patient  records,  reduce 
the  time  it  takes  to  receive  diag- 
nostic reports  and  order  supplies, 
decrease  the  number  of  medication 
errors,  facilitate  timely  patient  fol- 
low-up and  improve  access  to  edu- 
cation materials,"  says  the  report. 
Order  forms  for  drugs,  tests  and 
other  items  are  computerized,  as 
are  protocols  and  formularies  that 
provide  decision  support.  Hospitals 
also  communicate  through  email, 
and  integrate  IT  resources  with 
community  partners. 

The  report  is  one  of  four  for  2003, 
this  one  focusing  on  acute  care  in 
Ontario.  Produced  in  partnership 
with  the  Canadian  Institute  for 
Health  Information  and  based  on 
methods  developed  by  the  multi- 
university  research  collaborative, 
the  report  evaluates  hospital  per- 
formance in  2001-2002  in  areas  of 
patient  satisfaction,  patient  care, 
financial  performance  and  keeping 
up  with  change. 


The  report  found  that  staff  in  On- 
tario hospitals  had  greater  access 
to  online  medical  images,  clinical 
data  from  a  patient's  previous 
visit,  medical  databases  and  other 
library  resources/education  mate- 
rials in  2001-2002  as  compared  to 
2000-2001.  They  also  significantly 
increased  their  email  usage  (there 
was  an  increase  of  approximately 
14  percent  in  the  number  of  physi- 
cians who  had  an  internal  email  ad- 
dress and  11  percent  in  those  with 
external  email  addresses).  Since, 
as  stated  in  the  report,  informa- 
tion technology  is  "an  increasingly 
important  tool  in  the  enhancement 
of  patient-care  activities,"  the 
increase  in  this  area  will  improve 
hospital  performance  overall. 

Dr.  Brown  says  that  larger  hos- 
pitals, which  tend  to  have  higher 
levels  of  funding,  are  more  able  to 
integrate  information  technology 
into  their  procedures,  and  are  also 
more  likely  to  have  a  higher  overall 
level  of  organization.  He  notes  that 
it  is  difficult  to  find  funds  to  allo- 
cate specifically  to  IT  usage,  since 
most  hospital  funding  is  limited. 
Although  the  report  noted  there 
was  an  increase  in  IT  usage,  it  states 
that  hospitals  "may  not  be  using 
information  systems  to  their  full  po- 
tential, perhaps  because  of  costs  as- 
sociated with  developing  effective 
clinical  systems  or  lack  of  technical 
support  capabilities." 

Dr.  Brown  claims  the  two  big- 
gest obstacles  to  greater  IT  use  in 
hospitals  are  "funding  and  difficulty 
in  integrating  IT  into  already  very 
busy  work." 


Diabetics  can  expect  to  live  12  years 
less  than  the  rest  of  us 


byKARYN  LAU 


A  recent  study  by  U  of  T  research- 
ers shows  that  the  life  expectancy 
of  diabetics  is  significantly  short- 
ened. Diabetics  live  an  average  of 
12  years  fewer  than  non-diabetics. 

This  study  was  co-authored  by 
Dr.  Douglas  G.  Manuel,  and  Susan 
E.  Schultz  of  the  Institute  for  Clini- 
cal Evaluative  Sciences  (ICES).  The 
research  was  based  on  data  from 
a  1996-1997  Ontario  Health  Survey 
(OHS  II)  and  the  National  Popula- 
tion Health  Survey  (NPHS). 

"We  studied  diabetes  because  it's 
affecting  more  and  more  people," 
says  Schultz.  "It's  an  important 
disease  because  it  affects  a  lot  of 


Ontarians.  [There  are]  a  lot  of  com- 
plications, a  whole  range  of  effects, 
not  just  on  the  life  expectancy,  but 
on  their  quality  of  life  as  well." 

Manuel  and  Schultz  state  that 
in  Ontario,  the  life  expectancy  for 
women  diagnosed  with  diabetes 
was  an  average  of  71  years,  and  65 
for  men.  This  was  a  drastic  change 
from  the  normal  life  expectancy  of 
83  for  women  and  78  for  men. 

When  asked  what  was  the  most 
surprising  aspect  of  the  research, 
Schultz  answers,  "The  magnitude 
of  the  reduction  of  the  life  expec- 
tancy— we  didn't  expect  it  to  be 
that  large.  That's  from  all  causes, 
not  just  diabetes  related." 

Those    who    recovered  from 


diabetes  show  an  increase  in  life 
expectancy  by  2.6  for  women  and 
2.8  for  men. 

Manuel,  a  professor  at  the 
Department  of  Public  Health  Sci- 
ences at  U  of  T  and  the  ICES,  also 
mentioned  that  this  method  of 
research,  might  also  be  applied 
to  heart  disease  and  other  health 
conditions. 

There  were  no  previous  studies 
done  on  this  issue  for  Ontario. 
This  research  was  part  of  an  ongo- 
ing goal  for  the  ICES  to  evaluate 
the  health  impact  of  interventions 
such  as  diseases  and  lifestyle 
habits. 

This  study  was  published  in  the 
February  issue  of  Diabetes  Care. 


Truth  is  Stranger  Than  Fiction 


Some  people  are  born  without  nails  on  all  or  some  of  their  fingers  and  toes, 
a  rare  genetic  condition  known  as  anonychia.  Fingernails  are  useful  for  more 
than  just  scratching — having  a  hard  surface  behind  our  finger  pads  helps  us 
grip  objects,  and  is  one  of  the  defining  characteristics  of  primates. 
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Songs  of  love  and  Hate 

Scottish  quartet  The  Delgados  orchestral  indie  rock 
mines  emotional  extremes 


byUSACAVION 

VARSITY  STAFF 


The  Delgados  brought  the  cold.  That 
the  Glasgow  quartet  played  a  warm, 
churning  and  intimate  set  at  Lee's 
Palace  last  week  during  the  last  vi- 
cious cold  snap  of  the  year  was,  like 
their  music,  an  uneasily  beautiful 
coexistence  of  opposites. 

Discussing  the  band's  multi-lay- 
ered musical  universe  before  the 
show,  Emma  Pollock  says,  "Our  mu- 
sic is  quite  often  pretty,  [but]  with 
fairly  dark  lyrics,  so  we  can  end  up 
presenting  a  magical  feel."  Hate,  the 
eleven-year-old  band's  most  recent 
album,  is  "lyrically  quite  sombre, 
quite  dark  in  places,  and  musically 
it's  very,  very  sweet  and  cheerful," 
agrees  Alun  Woodward,  who  shares 
vocalist  and  guitarist  duties  with 
Pollock.  It's  "in  the  same  bent  as 
fairy  tales,  [which]  are  often  very 
dark,  but  presented  as  palatable  for 
children." 

The  ambiguity  seems  to  suit  them. 
Doing  a  rare  tour  as  a  four-piece, 
unaided  by  their  usual  complement 
of  orchestral  strings,  The  Delgados 
played  the  sophisticated  bar  band, 
cracking  jokes  about  Canadian  beer 
and  Scottish  sex.  But  during  the 
songs,  the  players  seemed  lost  in 
their  driving,  bass-heavy  arrange- 


ments, isolated,  emotional  fragments 
wrapped  in  sound. 

"You  really  get  propelled  along  by 
the  music"  onstage,  Pollock  notes. 
Woodward  adds,  "The  lyrics  are 
intensely  personal.  It  does  fee!  a  bit 
confessional...  The  first  time  I  tell 
anybody  what  I  think  about  some- 
thing is  sometimes  in  a  song."  Pollock 
and  Woodward  write  lyrics  separate- 
ly, each  trying  "to  encapsulate  a  mo- 
ment, and  to  express  it  absolutely" 
without  sharing  ideas.  The  end 
result  can  be  a  I'evelation,  even  for 
the  writer:  "I  don't  let  lyrics  go  until 
they're  ready,"  explains  Woodward, 
and  that  can  mean  writing  something 
that  "[I]  read  back  and  think,  'that's 
quite  good,  I  couldn't  possibly  have 
written  that!'"  he  quips. 

The  end  result  is  a  strangely  dif- 
fused emotional  intensity,  sincere 
but  free-floating.  Even  if  he's  played  a 
song  "a  hundred  times,  [sometimes] 
you  just  kind  of  get  lost  in  the  show," 
says  Woodward.  Playing  becomes 
"about  feeling 'the  atmosphere,  feel- 
ing the  song,  and  suddenly  you're 
singing  the  lyrics  and  thinking  'thank 
god'  [that]  you're  able  to  do  it!" 
chimes  in  Pollock. 

The  Delgados'  push/pull  between 
throwing  themselves  into  intensity 
and  running  to  take  refuge  from  the 
world  extends  off-stage  as  well.  Start- 


ing their  own  label,  Chemikal  Under- 
ground, was  "a  lot  more  work  than  I'd 
ever  imagined,"  says  Woodward.  But 
it  was  also  "a  putting  off  of  real  life,  in 
a  way. . .  in  the  back  of  your  head,  you 
always  have  this  idea  that  at  some 
point  you  have  to  grow  up  and  get 
a  job,  like  my  parents  had,  or  some- 
thing. When  I  look  back  at  it,  it  seems 
kind  of  closed-minded  of  me — the 
thoughts  of  a  young  mind  that  hadn't 
seen  much  of  the  world,  [but  I]  al- 
ways thought  that  you  have  to  grow 
up  and  do  things  that  you  don't  want 
to  do.  But  it  hasn't  happened." 

Which  isn't  to  say  that  other,  equal- 
ly tragic  things  haven't  happened. 
Although  The  Delgados  are  full  of 
indeterminate  pronouns,  oblique  and 
imprecise,  they  allude  in  their  lyrics 
and  in  conversation  to  having  grown 
through  trauma.  "As  the  years  have 
gone  by  and  more  things  have  hap- 
pened in  all  our  lives,  [and]  there's 
been  a  lot  happening,  quite  serious 
issues...  life  just  takes  on  a  very 
different  sheen,  and  something  just 
shifts.  The  lyrics  reflect  a  different 
stage  in  our  lives,  and  I'm  a  lot  more 
likely  to  write  about  these  topics," 
Pollock  explains. 

For  their  last  album,  'hate'  ("an 
overused  word  and  an  underused  re- 
ality") was  the  focus.  "People  say  all 
the  time  that  they  hate  something — 


'Oh,  I  hate  broccoli',  you  know.  But  we 
do  hate  things  every  day  of  our  lives 
that  we  don't  always  acknowledge. 
But  we  all  like  to  think  that  we  don't 
hate,  that  it's  a  base  emotion  and 
that  we're  capable  of  rising  above  it, 
instead  of  seeing  it  as  a  complex,  nec- 
essary emotion,"  says  Woodward.  "1 
really  don't  believe  that  sheep  hate; 
I  believe  they  just  hang  about.  An 
extreme  physical  emotion...  is  what 
drives  you  to  develop"  even  as  it 
wreaks  violence,  he  suggests. 
Near  and  far,  cold  and  warm,  ach- 


ingly  pretty  and  suffocatingly  angry; 
The  Delgados  exist  in  the  balance  of 
violent  opposites.  It's  "a  very,  very 
difficult  thing,  really,"  muses  Pol- 
lock. "1  will  go  through  the  day  and 
1  will  feel  a  million  different  emotions 
at  different  times...  and  really  the 
difficulty  [is]  in  realizing  that  there 
are  other  people  in  the  world  and 
you  should  acknowledge  their  wants 
and  desires  as  well  as  your  own,  and 
at  the  same  time  you  want  to  live  a 
happy  life.  And  that's  the  balance  you 
have  to  work  at." 


On  their  toes 

U  ofT's  dance  festival presents  dozens  of  varied 
acts  over  three  nights  this  weekend 


byLISACAVION 

VARSITY  STAFF 


COURTNEY  CIBSON 


Divya  will  be  performing  an  Indian  dance  as  part  of  the  festival. 


U  of  T's  Festival  of  Dance  is  celebrat- 
ing its  ninth  year  this  weekend  at 
Hart  House  Theatre.  The  three-night 
festival  showcases  different  acts  each 
night,  presenting  over  55  different 
acts,  200  performers,  and  a  wide 
range  of  styles — from  jazz  to  hip-hop 
to  Egyptian  belly  dancing. 

"The  really  great  thing  is  that  there 
are  so  many  different  styles  in  one 
night,"  says  Kathryn  Clarke,  the  direc- 
tor of  the  festival.  "And  dance  is  a  dif- 
ferent form  of  expression  that,  unlike 
painting  or  theatre,  you  just  don't  get 
to  see  every  day." 

It's  a  great  chance  for  students 
to  see  a  huge  diversity  of  "different 
cultures  and  different  dances  all  in 
one  place,"  agrees  Michelle  Wong,  a 
dancer  who  will  be  performing  in  the 
FoD  for  a  third  year. 

Performing  in  both  an  Irish  tradi- 
tional dance  and  a  fusion  ballet/swing 
piece,  Wong  praises  the  show  and  the 
performers  for  embracing  a  plethora 
of  styles  and  levels  of  experience, 
so  that  everyone  is  able  to  learn  and 
contribute.  For  instance,  for  one  piece 
she  was  able  to  take  advantage  of  a 
workshop  for  new  dancers  presented 
by  the  Irish  dance  choreographers, 
while  contributing  a  "lot  more  cre- 
ative input"  into  the  fusion  perfor- 
mance by  drawing  upon  her  previous 
swing-dance  experience. 

"A  lot  of  my  friends  have  been  really 


supportive,  even  if  they're  not  usually 
really  into  dance  themselves,"  she 
adds.  "It's  a  great  opportunity  to  see 
what  your  classmates  have  been  up 
to,  and  what  they're  capable  of!"  For 
dancers,  the  fest  proves  that  "there's 
always  room  for  improvement,  and 
not  just  technically,"  she  says.  Per- 
forming "really  allows  some  people  to 
blossom  on  stage." 

Clarke  says  that  a  big  part  of  the 
rationale  behind  the  festival  is  "giving 
people  the  opportunity  to  perform  in 
a  professional  setting,"  to  give  people 
the  chance  to  "show  everyone  some- 
thing that  [we]  have  been  working  on 
so  hard  that  they  otherwise  wouldn't 
get  to  see."  The  dancers'  enthusiasm, 
she  notes,  makes  for  "such  a  fun 
show!  There's  so  much  energy.  1  can't 
think  of  anything  like  it  in  the  dance 
community  at  all." 

It's  a  great  opportunity  for  future 
performers  as  well.  "1  don't  know  of 
that  many  performing  opportunities 
for  non-professionals"  who  are  enthu- 
siastic about  dance,  says  Wong.  But 
the  FoD  provides  a  great  introduction 
to  U  of  T's  unique  dance  community. 
Dancers  like  Wong  encourage  their 
fellow  students  to  drop  by  Hart  House 
this  weekend  to  "see  what  [they've] 
come  up  with,  see  what  it's  like — and 
then  hopefully  join  next  year!" 
The  Festival  of  Dance  runs  April  I  to 
3  at  Hari  House  Theatre.  Tickets  are 
$12.  or  $10  for  students  and  seniors. 
See  www.harthousetheatre.ca  for  more 
details. 


PHOTOS  6  I'  KEN  JONES  (UTSC). 


Local  fusion  ensemble  TASA  performed  classical  music  of  North  and  South 
India  with  a  uniquely  Canadian  twist  last  week  at  the  Arc  Theatre  at  U  of  T's 
Scarborough  campus. 


You're  going  places. 

Go  Greyhouni 


Kim,  19 

Aspiration:  SftrygtoiraJ  Engineer 


STUDENT  FRIENDLY  FARES 

You're  going  places  in  life,  but  right  now  you're 
just  going  home  for  a  break.  With  thousands  of 
destinations  and  great  everyday  low  fares,  Greyhound 
gives  you  the  freedonn  to  go  more  places  more  often. 


FROM  TORONTO*  (one  way  plus  gst) 


GUELPH 

PETERBOROUGH 
WINDSOR 


$1050 

$13°° 
$385° 


KITCHENER 

LONDON 

OTTAWA 


$125° 

$23°° 
$4450 


"Valid  Student  ID  required.  Call  us  for  more  details. 


For  local  info  contact: 
610  Bay  Street 
(416)  594-1010 


1-800-661-TRIP 


GREYHOUND 


www.greyhound.ca 


&  the  U  of  T  Dance  Coalition  present  the 

U  of  T  Festival  of  Danc^ 

r  1 


jTHEArR£| 


april  1 ,  2, 3    t,  f,  s    7:30  p.m. 

Hart  House  Theatre 

7  hart  house  circle 

just  NW  of  Wellesley  +  Queen's  Park 
tickets  $12     $10  students  +  seniors 


■  i 
fc 

J 

CANADA 

Pillar  Sponsor  of 
^  GREAT  TEAMS 
-  LARGE  AND  SMALI. 
_  The  University  of  Toronto 

--THE 

VARSI'IY 

(416)  978-8668 

www.harthousetheatre.ca 

sports@thevarsity.ca  M.  X  V  X  Thursday,  April  1, 2004  13 


'Russian  Sensation'  brings  home  the  bacon 


Shes  the  first  womens  volleyball  Blue  to 
win  a  national  rookie  of  the  year  award, 
but  with  four  more  years  of  eligibility  left 
in  the  tank  Anastasia  Danilova  is  only  just 
getting  started 


by  IAN  HA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


It's  no  surprise  that  Anastasia 
Danilova  skirted  off  at  tiie  end  of 
our  haif-iiour  interview  to  go  and 
play — wtiat  else — volleyball.  Af- 
ter all,  the  sport  has  meant  more 
than  just  evening  practices  and 
weekend  games.  It's  grounded  her, 
given  her  perspective — an  anchor 
and  sense  of  place  she  is  forever 
grateful  for. 

"This  year  here  has  been  the  best 
year  of  my  life,"  said  the  six-foot 
Danilova  and  second-year  physics 
major.  "1  sort  of  found  myself." 

This  may  be  a  surprising  pro- 
nouncement from  someone  as 
young  as  Danilova,  who  is  only 
18.  Most  people  that  age  are  in  a 
period  of  partying  and  barstool 
philosophizing,  still  searching  for 
a  sense  of  self.  Somehow,  Danilova, 
who  recently  moved  to  Toronto 
from  her  hometown  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, Russia,  has  managed  to 
emerge  from  that  self-inspection  to 


grab  a  hold  of  what  matters. 

"I  really  realized  what  is  impor- 
tant for  me.  Before  I  couldn't  imag- 
ine how  something  could  be  so 
important  to  somebody's  life." 

One  of  the  most  physically  gifted 
volleyball  players  in  the  country 
(national  coaches  can't  wait  until 
she  gets  her  Canadian  citizenship), 
and  a  constant  threat  for  the  Blues, 
Danilova  walked  away  with  Rookie 
of  the  Year  honours  at  the  Cana- 
dian Interuniversity  Sport  (CIS)  na- 
tionals in  Saskatoon  several  weeks 
ago — the  first  Blue  to  ever  do  so.  In 
her  characteristic  shy  manner  and 
broken  English,  she's  quick  to  shun 
the  limelight. 

"It's  nice  to  get  something  like 
this,"  she  said,  "but  it's  not  only  my 
playing.  1  couldn't  get  it  without  the 
team.  I  thank  the  team  and  [coach 
Kristine  Drakich]  for  their  work. 
It's  just  not  me." 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that 
Danilova's  stellar  performance  was 
a  big  part  of  pushing  the  Blues  to 
a  16-1  record  and  a  fourth-straight 


Anastasia  Danilova:  six-foot  star  rookie  from  St.  Petersburg  is  looking  forward  to 
four  more  years  with  the  Blues 


COURTESY  PURSUIT  WINTER  2003 


Ontario  University  Association 
(OUA)  championship.  Her  uncanny 
timing  and  devastating  strikes  usu- 
ally make  her  the  top  scorer  on 
court.  Opponents  have  dubbed  her 
the  "Russian  Sensation." 

Her  cheeks  turn  rosy  when  re- 
minded of  this.  "It's  funny,"  she 
says.  She  may  be  shy  but  she  car- 
ries a  big  stick. 

It  seems  Danilova  has  a  habit  of 
making  opponents  weary.  Before 


leaving  Russia  for  Canada  last  July, 
she  was  a  regular  at  local  volleyball 
clubs.  Starting  her  athletic  career 
at  age  eight,  Danilova  spent  the 
time  between  age  10  and  16  at  the 
Riga  Volleyball  High  School  in  Lat- 
via. Even  then,  her  height  pushed 
her  to  play  against  older  players. 
Again,  Danilova  recoils  quietly 
when  asked  if  she  was  one  of  the 
better  ones. 
"Well,  1  think  1  was  pretty  good," 


she  says  in  a  rare  instance  of  brag- 
gadocio. It  hasn't  always  been  easy. 
Replanting  roots  in  another  coun- 
try brings  with  it  the  challenges  of 
a  new  language  and  a  fresh  disori- 
entation. 

"There  was  a  bit  of  transition  for 
her,"  recalls  coach  Drakich.  "A  new 
language,  a  new  school,  a  new  ev- 
erything. She  was  always  a  strong 
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Getting  buff  the  enviro-friendly  way 

New  student-organized  run  raises  funds  for  a  healthy  body  and  a  healthy  planet 


by  REBECCA ADDELMAN 

VARSITY  STAFF  


COURTESY  OF  WWW.E 

Eco-GOD  David  Suzuki:  still  looking  good  after  all  these  years.  His 
foundation  will  be  co-sponsoring  the  TERRA  lOK  run  in  June 


Jia  Lu  remembers  being  taunted  as 
a  child  for  bringing  a  juice  box  to 
school.  "In  Germany,"  she  recalls,  "if 
you  brought  juice  boxes  to  school  you 
would  get  teased.  If  you  didn't  bring 
recycled  paper  to  write  on,  you'd  get 
teased."  This  kind  of  environmentally 
conscious  upbringing  is  what  led  Lu 
and  seven  others  to  organize  TERRA 
lOK — a  10  kilometre  run  to  raise 
funds  for  local  and  national  environ- 
mental awareness  campaigns. 

An  acronym  for  "Toronto's  Envi- 
ronment Run  to  Raise  Awareness," 
TERRA  is  the  brainchild  of  U  of  T 
International  Relations  student  Lu, 
who  was  eager  to  try  and  combine 
healthy  living  with  the  promotion  of 
a  healthy  planet. 

"There's  all  sorts  of  runs,"  says  Lu. 
"There's  pretty  much  one  run  every 
single  day — when  it's  not  winter — in 
Toronto.  All  of  them  tend  to  be  for 
cancer  or  multiple  sclerosis,  and 
what  not,  but  there  isn't  one  for  the 
environment.  We  thought,  let's  have 
a  run  for  the  environment,  but  make 
it  digestible  for  everybody — not  a 
hardcore  tree-hugger  kind  of  deal. 
I'm  sure  everyone  wants  to  live  a 
healthy  lifestyle." 

Fair  enough,  and  with  today's 
emphasis  on  exercise  and  fitness, 
it  shouldn't  be  hard  for  TERRA  lOK 
to  secure  an  enthusiastic  crowd  of 
runners  and  supporters.  The  run  will 
follow  a  beautiful  10  kilometre  circuit 
around  Toronto  Island.  For  those  who 
are  not  cardio-inclined,  there  is  also  a 
five  kilometre  walk  option. 


So  far,  two  heavy-hitters  in  the  en- 
vironmental community  are  already 
on  board  to  help  launch  the  inaugural 
run.  The  United  Nations  Association 
(Toronto  Region  Branch),  and  the 
famed  ecologist  David  Suzuki's  Foun- 
dation are  both  lined  up  as  TERRA 
sponsors.  The  money  raised  by  the 
run  will  be  split  evenly  between  the 
two  organizations. 

"The  environment  is  a  huge  deal 
for  the  UN,"  says  Lu,  "but  we  wanted 
to  bring  it  down  to  earth.  You  al- 
ways hear  things  about  the  UN  and 
it  always  seems  so  far  away  and 
unrelated  to  us.  Like  with  the  Kyoto 
protocol — the  question  is  what  can 
we  do  as  people?  For  a  city  like  To- 
ronto, there's  not  a  lot  of  awareness 
about  this  kind  of  thing.  We  wanted 
to  have  an  event  that  everyone  could 
participate  in." 

The  aim  of  TERRA  lOK  is  to  give 
regular  schlubs  the  opportunity  to 
make  a  difference  in  the  environmen- 
tal community.  And  why  not  burn 
carbs  and  tighten  buns  at  the  same 
time? 

The  UN  Association  will  use  the 
money  raised  by  the  run  to  increase 
its  environmental  education  and 
awareness  programs  in  high-schools 
and  workshops  nation-wide. 

The  David  Suzuki  Foundation  also 
has  lofty  plans  for  its  share  of  the 
TERRA  earnings.  All  of  the  money 
raised  will  be  funnelled  into  the 
"Nature  Challenge" — a  program  that 
challenges  people  to  do  small  things 
in  their  everyday  lives  that  could 
make  a  difference. 

"It's  something  anyone  can  do," 
says  Lu.  "You  don't  have  to  go  sit  in  a 


tree  for  a  year  or  chain  yourself  to  big 
tractors — whether  it's  don't  eat  meat 
once  a  week,  put  in  an  efficient  light- 
bulb,  or  turn  down  the  thermostat. 
Anyone  can  do  it." 

One  sticking  point  so  far  for 
TERRA'S  organizers  has  been  the 
issue  of  corporate  support.  Lu  and 
her  fellow  coordinators  are  adamant 
about  maintaining  a  "green"  mandate, 
and  are  looking  to  avoid  attracting 
sponsors  that  might  not  be  so  earth- 
friendly.  "We're  not  trying  to  discrimi- 
nate," says  Lu,  "but  we  are  trying  to 
be  selective.  We're  not  going  to  pick 
McDonald's  or  Shell  Oil  or  something 
like  that.  We're  hoping,  for  example, 
to  get  a  Honda  Insight  sent  to  the  run 
location."  The  Insight  is  a  new  vehicle 
that  runs  on  gasoline-electric  hybrid 

See  r^"/?/?  I  on  page  14 
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Fantasy  baseball  pools  not  for  the  faint  of  heart 


by  DAVID  SILVERMAN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


In  the  world  of  sports  we  tend  to 
acknowledge  and  celebrate  ath- 
letes that  reach  certain  feats  of 
accomplishment.  Take  baseball  for 
instance,  which  creates  exclusive 
clubs  for  players  that  reach  special 
statistical  milestones  such  as  the 
3,000  hit  club,  the  500  home  run 
club,  the  300-win  club,  and  so  on. 
Now,  although  my  playing  career 
has  been  over  for  several  years 
(partly  due  to  a  crippling  ankle 
injury  but  largely  due  to  the  fact 
that  I  just  wasn't  that  good),  1  have 
an  important  baseball  milestone  to 
share  with  you. 

Last  Saturday  marked  the  10th 
anniversary  of  my  annual  participa- 
tion in  a  fantasy  baseball  pool — 1 
think  I  just  shed  a  tear.  In  a  nutshell, 
a  fantasy  pool  (also  known  as  a 
rotisserie  league)  tests  your  ability 
to  predict  which  players  will  have 


the  most  statistically  productive 
season.  Thousands  of  males  across 
North  America  take  part  in  this 
yearly  rite  of  passage  which  marks 
the  beginning  of  summer  and  the 
fact  that  most  of  us  have  severe  is- 
sues we  need  to  deal  with. 

What  started  out  as  an  informal 
event  in  a  high  school  cafeteria 
with  five  buddies  each  picking 
their  favourite  players,  has  turned 
into  a  $65  venture  with  conference 
calls,  weeks  of  compiling  seemingly 
important  research,  and  a  web  site 
that  tabulates  every  type  of  statis- 
tic imaginable. 

To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  com- 
plexity of  last  Saturday's  extrava- 
ganza held  at  a  friend's  downtown 
condo,  let  me  set  the  stage.  Two  lap- 
tops were  being  used  to  make  sure 
all  of  the  information  was  properly 
recorded,  three  tables  were  setup 
with  magazines  and  Excel  sheets 
to  make  sure  every  single  piece 
of  useless  information  was  at  our 


fingertips,  and  one  case  of  beer 
was  chilled  in  case  of  dehydration. 
I'd  like  to  compare  it  to  the  White 
House  war  room,  only  with  much 
more  intelligence  and  much  less 
mention  of  the  Lord. 

Like  a  girlfriend  or 
renting  a  season  of  The 
Sopranos,  participating 
in  a  fantasy  pool  takes 
commitment . 


Over  the  last  10  years,  my  team 
has  finished  on  top  only  once.  How- 
ever, the  prize  money  has  never 
been  the  issue.  For  the  12  individu- 
als involved  it  is  about  pride,  and 
more  importantly,  bragging  rights. 
It  is  about  knowing  that  you  picked 
that  19-year-old  prospect  that 
turned  out  to  be  an  all-star  or  that 


you  took  that  pitcher  not  because 
you  needed  him  but  because  you 
knew  your  friend  really  wanted 
him.  Spite  becomes  a  very  impor- 
tant part  of  the  drafting  process. 

The  pool  then  starts  to  take  over 
your  life.  As  soon  as  the  season 
starts,  questions  regarding  school, 
job,  family,  significant  others,  takes 
a  back  seat  to  more  important  is- 
sues such  as  working  out  a  block- 
buster trade  that  will  enable  you 
to  fill  your  pitching  needs.  1  am  not 
kidding. 

Like  a  girlfriend  or  renting  a  sea- 
son of  The  Sopranos,  participating 
in  a  fantasy  pool  takes  commit- 
ment. One  must  not  take  this  re- 
sponsibility lightly,  so  I  hope  I  have 
shed  some  light  on  the  trials  and 
tribulations  of  the  fantasy  baseball 
pool,  and  in  conclusion  here's  hop- 
ing that  Arizona  Diamondbacks 
shortstop  Alex  Cintron  becomes 
the  next  Alex  Rodriguez.  My  pride 
is  on  the  line. 


iNASrASIA»  Continued  from  page  13 

player,  but  it  wasn't  always  consis- 
tently demonstrated.  As  the  season 
went  on  her  play  became  more  and 
more  consistent." 

Danilova  attributes  the  success- 
ful transition  to  Drakich.  "She's  a 
great  coach.  You  don't  even  realize 
how  much  she  does  for  you.  She 
made  a  great  difference  in  my  life." 

With    her   guidance,  Danilova 


yielded  dividends  by  focusing  on 
the  task  at  hand.  "In  the  beginning  I 
could  hit  and  set  and  play  defense. 
The  main  thing  that  changed  is  the 
mental  thing;  how  you  understand 
the  game,  how  you  feel  the  game. 
We're  all  good  players  technically. 
But  the  mental  aspect  is  really 
important — the  most  important 
thing." 

A  bright  future  with  the  Blues 
awaits  her.  Although  starters  Ka- 


tie Bickerton,  Suzana  Majcen,  and 
Carrie  Schram  are  graduating, 
Danilova  has  four  years  left  of  eli- 
gibility, and  quite  possibly,  a  bigger 
role  to  play. 

"There  will  be  things  that  just 
develop  with  getting  more  mature 
and  getting  more  comfortable  with 
this  environment,"  said  Drakich.  "It 
will  be  exciting  to  see."  There  is  no 
question  Danilova  will  fulfill  that 
prediction. 


r£'/?/f/l»  Continued  from  page  13 

technology. 

At  the  end  of  the  day,  TERRA  lOK 
will  reward  its  participants  by  not 
only  booting  them  into  shape,  but 
also  by  giving  them  a  glimmer  of  hope 
that  they  too  can  make  a  difference. 

The  TERRA  lOK  run  will  be  held  on 
World  Environment  day,  June  5, 2004. 
If  interested,  go  to  www.terralOk.com 
for  more  details. 
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Advisors  with  Piercings. 

Why  Grandpa  doesn't  book  hisHIBSBBfflHCTwith  us. 


London  $4  49 

Paris  $576 

AmsG;erclam...$499 

Fare  is  round  trip  from  Toronto  and  jirices  are  per  person. 
Subject  to  change  and  availability.  Tax  not  included, 
Restrictions  and  blackouts  apply- 


Air  &  accommodations: 


GLfl/GOUJ  PnCHRGE 


6  nights  at  Euro  Hostel  Glasgow 

From: ' 

$591  mxnmmm 


5  nights  at  Hans  Brinker  Hostel 

From: 

$772 


;3  are  round  trip 
■ronto  and  prices 
person,  Subieclt 
gndayanabilitv. 


Save  $25  on  the 

immediace  purchase  oP  a 
sC;udend  airline  bicket;, 
jrailpass  AND  travel  insurance!  I 


200  Bioor  Sfcreec  West 

(416)  925.5800 

258B  College  Street 

(416)  693.7240 


ohLine     >>     on  the  pHons 


PacKctoes  are  round  trip 

from  Toronto  s — '  

are  per  p    " " 
cnonge  5 
Tax  not  \ 
Restrictions  and 


This  coupon  is  valid  Por  S25  oPF  Che  immediaCe  Durchose  c#  o 
sCudenC  airl'.ne  Cickec,  railpass  aid  crovel  insurance.  You  muse 
purchase  all  three  items  One  coupon  per  purchase.  Purchase 
muse  be  made  by  June  lOch,  2004,  Coupon  musi;  be  present  at 
Cime  oP  purxrnose.  This  coupon  has  rto  cosh  value,  is  non- 
cransFerxjble,  non-nePundobte  or^J  non-excendable,  Please 
mencion  promo  code  STAOl  to  redeem  chls  oPPer.  Thank  you 
Pop  using  STA  Travel. 


STAQm 


www.statravel.ca 


on  cumpu/ 


on  THE  /TRgETi 


Check  Us  Out  on  the  Web  at 
www.clubovs.com 


Join  us  for 
Live  Music, 
Entertainment 
and  More! 


6  Dart  Boards 


4  Pool  Tables 


This  Weekend's  Live  Music 
Friday  10:30pm  -  Banana  Split 
Saturday  10:30pm  -  Detour 


No  Cover 
Private  Parking  in  Back 

1302  Queen  St.  W. 
Between  Brock  &  Dufferin 
416.533.9588 


Andrew  Tavie^  MD  Ma 

20,000  L^' 
procedures' 


Mark  Cohen,  MO    Avi  Wallerstein,  MO 

20.000  Lasik  20.000  Lasik 

procedures  ^^^m        procedures  a 


Experience 

Across  Canada,  LASIK  MD 
doctors  have  performed  over 
100,000  laser  vision  correction 
procedures,  more  than  any 
other  group. 

Technology 

We  offer  patients  state-of-the-art 
technology  and  eye  evaluation 
equipment,  including  the 
Bausch  &  Lomb  Zyoptix  laser. 

Results 

The  large  majority  of  our 
patients  achieve  20/20  vision. 
Those  are  results  you  can  see. 


FINANCING  AVAILABLE 


Our  fee  covers:  pre-procedure  examinations,  laser 
treatment  and  follow-up. 

-Valid  until  March  31,  2004, 

Prices  may  van/  based  on  prescription  strength. 
Applicable  to  surger\'  ot  both  eyes. 


Prices 
starting  at 


LASIKMD 


EXCELLENT  CARE 
THAT'S  AFFORDABLE 

(416)  DOCTORS 

(416)  362-8677 


Montreal  •  Toronto  •  Mississauga  •  Niagara  Falls  •  Ottawa  •  Calgary| 


1  -866-366-2020  •  www.laslkmd.com 


VISION 


Classifieds 


SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED 

Looking  for  men  between  the  ages  of 
18-38  to  participate  in  a  sperm  donor 
program  that  pays  up  to  $190  weekly 
Call  XYTEX  at  416-924-3021. 

CAMP  COUNSELORS  WANTED 

For  private  Michigan  boys/gilrs  camps. 
Teach!  Swimming,  canoeing,  skiing,  sail- 
ing, sports,  computers,  tennis,  archery, 
riding,  crafts,  climbing,  golf,  guitar  & 
more!  Office  maintenance  jobs  too. 
Salary  $1750  on  up  plus  room/bd.  Apply 
online  www.greenwoodscamp.com,  or 
call  888-459-2492. 

HELP  WANTED 

Tutoring,  dance  instructors,  bar  staff, 
waiter/waitress,  ESL  teachers  needed. 
ContacL  416-993-2771. 

MEMORY  RESEARCH 

First  language  must  be  English.  You  do 
not  abuse  &  have  ever  been  addicted  to 
drugs/alcohol.  You  will  be  paid  for  your 
time.  416-535-8501  -x4923. 

GRADUATE  DEBT  FREE! 

Guaranteed  chance  to  become  one 
of  the  newest  and  largest  wave  of  mif- 
lionaires  in  history  within  6  months  to  5 
years.  $20  US  to  join.  1-866-966-2333 

STUDENT  WORK 

IVIany  openings  across  Canada.  Flexible 
schedules  available.  Work  in  customer 
sales/service.  Scholarships  possible. 
Conditions  apply.  For  a  great  starting  pay 
apply  at:  workforstudents.com 


VARSITY  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
ELECTIONS 

The  Varsity  Board  of  Directors  is  respon- 
sible for  the  legal  and  financial  affairs 
of  the  corporation.  Nine  positions  are 
open:  one  from  U.T.iVl.,  one  from  U.T.S.C., 
four  from  St.  George  Arts  &  Science,  and 
three  from  St.  George  Professional  Facul- 
ties. Nominees  must  be  members  of  the 
corporation;  full-time  undergraduates 
are  automatically  members  of  the 
corporation;  other  University  of  Toronto 
students  who  have  paid  the  membership 
fee  of  $1.25  no  later  than  February  29th, 
2004  are  also  members.  People  who 
wish  to  be  nominated  must  contact  the 
Chief  Returning  Officer  no  latter  than 
5:00  p.m.  Thursday  April  1st,  2004  at 
ceo@thevarsityca  to  receive  nomina- 
tions forms.  Nominations  forms  will  be 
due  no  later  than  5:00  p.m.  Monday  April 
4th,  2004. 

FOR  PARTY  BOOKINGS  CALL 
THE  BEDFORD: 

416-966-4450  Ballroom  or  416-921-4600 
Academy. 

PARKING 

Excellent  spaces,  Spadina  and  Willcocks, 
opposite  New  College  and  Earth  Sciences, 
personalized  signs  showing  spaces 
reserved  24  hours,  $75  a  month,  call  Mark 
416-944-0805. 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor  Roger  Spalding,  M.A., 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist. 
416-323-3425. 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Explore  avenues  of  greater  self-aware- 
ness, personal  well-being  and  enhanced 
productivity.  Flexible  fee  scale.  Toronto 
trained.  Dana  Carciumaru.  M.A., 
O.A.C.C.PR  Tel:  416-457-1878. 

STUDY  MEDICINE  IN  EUROPE 

www.medical-school.ca 
canadian-info@medical-school.ca 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies.  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessav@bellnet.ca 

ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compuflow. 
416/539-9443. 


www.BookSpook.com 

books  buy  sell  trade. 


PREPARE  FOR  EXAMS  NOW 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  133,135,136, 235,  CHM  138, 139, 
247,  RHYS  110,  STATS  221,  ECO  220.  Past 
tests  and  exams  with  solutions  available 
for  practice  (416)  785-8898. 


ROOM  FOR  SUBLET-HURON  &  BLOOR 

Laundry,  hardwoodflrs,  DSL  Internet  and 
Phone  included,  can  furnish,  move  in 
early  May  to  early  June,  call  416-964-7981 . 


ARE  YOU  TIRED  OF  BEING  A  CHRONIC 
HAIRPULLER? 

Therapy  can  help.  Reasonable  costs.  Call 
for  information:  Dr  Kelly  and  Dr  Guo 
416-597-2614. 


EssaySll.com  IS  YOU  CHOICE! 

Paper  research  and  editing  24  hrs  at  your 
convenience,  www.essay911.com 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  Monday  or  lliesday  issue -Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue- 
Monday  noon.  Enquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevarsity.ca 
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VARSITY  HAPPENINGS  By  Bill  Benson 
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SPACECAT  By  Fish  Griwkowsky 
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SPACECAT  By  Fish  Griwkowsky 
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Anything  for  a  buck:  U  of  T  invested  in 
cigarettes,  weapons  and  genetic  engineering 


Even  Apartheid 
companies  were  fair 
game  at  one  point 


by  DAVID  SHIGA 

VARSITY  STAFF 


It's  $2.9  billion  wortii  of  U  of  T's 
money,  but  students  and  faculty  are 
not  allowed  to  know  where  it  is  be- 
ing invested. 

"We're  not  at  liberty  to  share  that 
information,"  said  Louis  Charpen- 
tier,  the  secretary  to  U  of  T's  Gov- 
erning Council,  when  asked  for  a  list 
of  the  university's  investments.  "It's 
proprietary  because  it's  competitive 
information." 

U  of  T  used  to  release  a  list  of  its 
investments,  but  stopped  doing  so 
when  it  spun  off  management  of  its 
assets  into  a  separate  corporation, 
called  University  of  Toronto  Asset 
Management  (UTAM)  in  2000. 

The  last  list  released  dates  to 
September  1999.  It  includes  tobacco 
giants  like  Philip  Morris,  weapons 
manufacturers  such  as  Raytheon, 
as  well  as  companies  like  Monsanto 
(a  leader  in  genetically  engineered 
crops)  and  Boliden  (a  mining  com- 
pany) that  have  taken  heat  from 
environmental  groups. 

U  of  T  has  an  ethical  investment 
policy,  which  allows  concerned 
members  of  the  university  commu- 
nity to  bring  complaints  forward 
about  specific  investments  for  inves- 
tigation. That  policy  has  only  been 

See  /M  ESTMENTS  on  page  3 
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KARA  DILLON 

Juha  Mikkola  is  one  of  our  many  "everyday  heroes"  featured  in  tliis  week's  Varsity.  He  founded  the  first  floorball  (a  European 
type  of  indoor  hockey)  club  in  Canada  in  2002.  Since  then,  the  club  has  grown  in  popularity  and  now  has  several  hundred 
student  members.  Mikkola  and  the  club  have  gone  on  to  start  a  Toronto-wide  floorball  league,  assisted  in  organizing  the  first- 
ever  floorball  intramurals  at  U  of  T,  and  now  they  are  bringing  North  America's  best  floorball  players  to  our  campus  as  part  of 
the  Canada  Cup  Floorball  Championship.  Floorball  practices  and  scrimmage  games  are  organized  weekly  at  the  U  of  T  and  they 
are  open  to  anyone  who  is  interested  in  trying  out  this  new,  contact-free  type  of  floor  hockey.  For  more  profiles,  see  page  8. 


A  Student  newspaper  Slain  prof  immortalized  with  scholarship 

is  a  democracy 


►  EDITORIAL  < 

This  is  your  newspaper.  It's  a  small 
group  of  us  that  put  in  the  long  hours 
and  late  nights  that  it  takes  to  create 
a  paper,  but  we're  here  for  you — to 
report  on  the  news  and  views  on 
campus  and  off  that  is  of  interest  to  U 
of  T  students. 

While  we  don't  want  to  bore  you 
with  internal  politics,  we  do  want  to 
let  you  know  what's  been  going  on  at 
your  newspaper.  The  board  of  direc- 
tors of  The  Varsity,  a  group  of  students 
and  professional  representatives,  are 
proposing  major  changes  to  the  way 
the  paper  is  run,  despite  the  objec- 
tions of  the  current  masthead  and 
much  of  the  volunteer  staff. 

Our  door  is  open  to  all  students 
and  alumni  intfrcsfpd  in  contributing 


to  The  Varsity  or  even  just  to  comment 
or  discuss  something  you've  read  in 
the  paper.  We  have  a  large  pool  of 
volunteer  writers,  artists,  and  pho- 
tographers, and  are  always  looking 
for  more,  it's  these  people  who  act  as 
our  eyes  and  ears  on  campus,  repre- 
senting the  interests  and  passions  of 
the  student  body.  However,  as  we  rely 
on  a  student  levy  ($1.25  per  full-time 
student),  we  are  required  to  have 
a  board  of  directors  to  oversee  the 
financial  and  operating  aspects  of  the 
newspaper.  This  board  is  supposed 
to  represent  the  students. 

The  board  would  like  to  change 
the  current  democratic  structure 
of  the  Varsity  (where  all  the  editors 
are  elected  through  a  free  vote  of 
staff — anyone  that's  contributed  six 

See />»/';  I /or  7/  \()  on  page  6 


COURTESY  Of  FACULTY  OF  ARTS  AND  SCIENCE 

Malcolm  Craig  Leonard  (\eti),  Jean-Paul  Michael  Kelly  and 
Catherine  Heard,  winners  of  the  new  David  Buller  scholarship 


by  ANDREW  COHEN  

In  a  stark  white  concrete  space 
within  1  Spadina  Crescent, 
the  first  David  Buller  Memo- 
rial Scholarship  was  awarded 
to  three  Visual  Studies  Masters 
students  on  Wednesday,  March 
31. 

What  could  have  been  a  room 
full  of  dour  artists  was  instead 
a  warm  celebration  greeted  by 
friends,  family  and  admirers  of 
Buller. 

Fine  Art  department  chair 
Marc  Gotlibb  opened  the  pro- 
ceedings by  describing  how 
the  award  embodies  a  desire 
"to  help  [the  students]  bring 
to  their  own  studies  and  val- 
ues, what  David  brought  to  the 
program."  He  thanked  all  those 

See  lU  LI.EIi  on  page  4 
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News 


news@tlievar$ity.ca 


HART  HOUSE 

UpmsW^i  Toronto 


in 
]ere 


Get  connected  in  our  WIRELESS  ZONE:  Rooms  include 
the  Great  Hall,  East  Common  Room,  Map  Room,  Reading 
Room,  Debates  Room,  Library,  and  the  Arbor  Room. 
Connect  with  friends  and  with  the  rest  of  the  world  from 
the  comfort  of  your  student  centre. 

Wednesday,  April  7 

Churchill  Debate  at  Hart  House  -  "This  House  believes  that 
all  parties  should  appoint  the  Supreme  Court"  featuring 
Judicial  Politics  Expert,  Peter  H.  Russell,  Chairman  of  the 
Churchill  Society  for  the  Advancement  of  Parliamentary 
Democracy,  7:30pm  in  the  Debates  Room,  Free.  Al!  welcome. 

Thursday,  April  8 

Worlds  of  Music  Spring  Wrap  Party  -  8:30pm  in  the  Arbor 
Room.  Licensed.  No  cover. 

Friday,  April  23 

Graduate  Committee's  Mystery  Evening  -  "From  Monkeys 
to  Muskets:  The  Rude  Mechanicals",  7pm  reception  for 
7:30pm  show  and  lavish  buffet  banquet  in  the  Great  Hall. 
Early  bird  discount  up  to  Apr.  12:  Alumni  and  each  guest 
$37/  U  of  T  students  $30.  After  Apr.  12:  $42  alumni  and  each 
guest.  S32  U  of  T  students.  Tickets  available  at  the 
Membership  Services  Office.  4 1 6  978-2447 

The  Justina  M.  Barnicke  Gallery  -  Antonio  Gomez-Palacio 
and  Maureen  O'Connor  opening  Thurs.  Apr.  15.  Meet  the 
artists  5pm  in  the  Gallery.  Runs  to  May  13. 

Good  luck  with 
our  exams  1 


Have  a  great 
Summer! 

Thanks  for  making 
HART  HOUSE 
your  house! 


We're  OPEN  all  summer  long  ... 
Check  out  our  summer  pubs, 
concerts,  and  art  exhibitions 
Stay  fit  for  life! 

All  good  reasons  to 

get  in  here 

GET  OUR  WEEKLY  LISTING  OE  EVENTS 
ELECTRONICALLY 

Subscribe  to  our  LISTSERV  and  receive  a  listing  of  our  \veekj_\  events 
by  e-mail.  You  may  subscribeusing  any  e-mail  account  that  crosses 
the  internet.  Send  an  e-mail  message  to: 

LiSTSERVuLlSTSERV.UTORONTO.CVX.  Leave  the  subject  area 
blank.  On  the  first  line  of  the  message  area,  type:  SUB 
HART-HOUSE-L  first  name  last  name  (For  example:  SUB  HART- 
HOUSE-L  Jane  Doe)  You  will  receive  a  confirmation  message  that 
you  have  been  added  to  the  listserv.  Questions?  E-mail 
gail.skikevitch  ft  utoronto.ca 


Faiths  unite  to  fight  hate 


by  DANIEL  ROTH 


Last  Thursday,  on  the  front  steps  of 
the  Sidney  Smith  Building  at  the  St. 
George  Campus  of  U  of  T,  approxi- 
mately 140  demonstrators  and  sup- 
porters gathered  to  protest  the  re- 
cent hate  crimes  that  have  plagued 
the  Greater  Toronto  Area.  These 
crimes  include  vandalism  against 
Muslim  and  Jewish  holy  buildings 
and  Jewish  homes.  A  Jewish  cem- 
etery was  also  defaced. 

The  "Hate  Is  Not  a  Joke"  rally  was 
organized  by  the  Office  of  Student 
Affairs  in  cooperation  with  univer- 
sity groups  including  Hillef  the 
Muslim-Arab-Jewish  Dialogue  com- 
mittee, SAC,  and  many  other  faculty, 
student  and  community  groups. 

Nouman  Ashraf,  Student  Affairs 
officer  and  a  key  organizer  of  the 
rally,  explained  his  reasons  for  hold- 
ing the  demonstration:  "We  thought 
of  it  because  of  the  rash  of  crimes 
[that  were]  anti-Semitic  and  hateful 
in  nature."  Ashraf  wanted  this  rally 
to  happen  quickly  so  that  the  mes- 
sage of  tolerance  could  be  "heard 
loud  and  clear,  just  as  those  who 
spread  hate  [try  to  do]". 

Among  the  speakers  were  Rini 
Ghosh,  President-elect  of  SAC,  Con- 


nie Guberman,  Status  of  Women  of- 
ficer at  U  of  T,  Geoff  Wichert  of  the 
Campus  Chaplains  Association,  So- 
fiyya  Ally,  a  member  of  the  Muslim- 
Arab  Jewish  Dialogue  and  Johanna 
Herman,  public  relations  coordina- 
tor for  Hillel  and  for  the  rally. 

Ashraf  commented  that  the  diver- 
sity of  the  speakers  reflected  the  di- 
versity on  campus— and  the  support 
from  all  corners  of  the  university  for 
this  rally.  Wichert  spoke  about  this 
being  a  season  of  rebirth,  and  joked 
that  it  would  take  "guts  to  call  this 
spring,"  in  the  wake  of  recent  acts  of 
intolerance. 

Ally  and  Herman  spoke  about 
their  own  personal  experiences 
with  hate  and  the  importance  of 
unity  in  resistance.  "As  Canadians 
we  have  a  responsibility  to  be  con- 
cerned about  anything  that  goes 
against  our  [Canadian]  values... We 
have  a  responsibility  to  speak  up," 
said  Ally.  Herman  said  that  the 
"more  people  learn  about  our  cul- 
ture, history  and  religion,  the  more 
people  learn  that  there  is  nothing 
to  fear." 

Professor  David  Rayside,  rep- 
resenting U  of  T's  Lesbian-Gay- 
Bisexual-Transgender  community, 
challenged   rally  participants  to 


"confront  prejudice  and  educate 
about  prejudice."  Ontario's  At- 
torney General,  the  Hon.  Michael 
Bryant,  added  the  provincial  gov- 
ernment's support  in  a  letter  that 
was  read  to  the  crowd. 

Dhruv  Jain,  a  U  of  T  student  who 
participated  in  the  rally,  comment- 
ed that,  "This  is  a  first  step.  Youth 
is  the  place  to  start.  We  can  drive 
out  bigotry  and  hatred."  Another 
participant,  Shlomo  Gabel,  said 
that  "the  ties  that  bind  humankind 
together  must  be  embraced,  while 
still  respecting  each  others'  differ- 
ences." 

Rally  participants  signed  a  "Ban- 
ner of  Hope",  which  read  "Hate  Will 
Not  Be  Tolerated."  The  banner  will 
be  hung  in  the  Sidney  Smith  Build- 
ing. To  mark  their  solidarity,  rally 
participants  also  signed  supportive 
cards  which  will  be  delivered  to 
the  targeted  Muslim  and  Jewish 
buildings.  Plans  were  also  made  to 
deliver  lilies  to  the  residents  whose 
homes  had  been  vandalized. 

As  the  rally  ended,  Herman  as- 
sessed its  impact  as  "above  and 
beyond  expectations... There  was  a 
real  sense  of  community  and  kind- 
ness." 


Warring  factions  back  in  action  at  York 


byANGIEOLIVEIRA 


TORONTO  (CUP)  —  York  Universi- 
ty's Hillel  and  Solidarity  for  Palestin- 
ian Human  Rights  groups  are  free 
to  organize  events  on  campus,  as  a 
temporary  suspension  of  club  privi- 
leges has  been  lifted  as  of  Monday 
this  week. 

Both  groups  were  notified  that 
their  suspension  would  be  lifted 
following  an  investigation  by  the 
administration  into  activities  that 


took  place  two  weeks  ago  when 
pro-Israeli  and  pro-Palestinian  dem- 
onstrations clashed  in  the  Vari  Hall 
rotunda,  a  popular  meeting  place  for 
students. 

"We  are  very  pleased  that  the  sus- 
pension has  been  lifted,"  said  Hillel 
president  Jordie  Saperia.  He  said  the 
weeklong  suspension  resulted  in  the 
cancellation  of  social,  cultural  and 
religious  programs. 

"Everything  was  pretty  much  shut 
down,"  said  Saperia. 

SPHR  member  Liisa  Schofield  said 
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TIRED  OF  THE  UNETHICAL  i 
SHENANIGANS? 


but  your  howls  of  protest  go  unheard? 
Now  you  can  do  something  about  it. 
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their  group  is  happy  the  suspension 
has  been  lifted  but  maintains  that  it 
should  have  never  been  placed. 

"The  suspension  already  estab- 
lished that  the  university  is  taking 
steps  to  squash  political  activities  on 
campus,"  said  Schofield. 

University  administration  felt  the 
suspension  was  necessary  while  it 
investigated  the  March  16  actions  of 
the  groups.  As  of  Feb.  1,  the  adminis- 
tration no  longer  allowed  club  events 
to  take  place  in  Vari  Hall. 

"From  the  university's  point  of  view, 
particularly  as  exams  approach,  we 
must  ensure  that  academic  activities 
of  York  community  members  come 
first,"  reads  a  statement  released 
by  the  administration.  "We  will  not 
allow  approximately  100  demonstra- 
tors to  prevent  the  55,000  members 
of  the  York  community  from  going 
about  their  academic  lives  in  a  safe 
and  secure  environment." 

The  administration  also  warned 
both  groups  that  any  future  infrac- 
tions will  result  in  disciplinary  pro- 
ceedings. 
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used  once,  when  U  of  T  dumped  its 
South  Africa  related  stocics  in  1988, 
as  part  of  a  campaign  against  apart- 
heid. 

The  university  set  up  an  advisory 
committee  in  1991  to  consider  the 
ethics  of  its  tobacco  stocks.  The  com- 
mittee advised  against  divesting,  say- 
ing that  the  university  could  get  into 
legal  trouble  if  they  didn't  put  good 
stock  performance  ahead  of  other 
considerations. 

They  recommended  that  the  uni- 
versity's ethical  investment  policy  be 
reviewed,  since  at  least  in  the  case  of 
tobacco,  the  law  made  it  "inappropri- 
ate, if  not  impossible"  for  the  univer- 
sity to  divest. 

Does  that  mean  U  of  T's  ethical  in- 
vestment policy  could  never  actually 
be  enforced?  Not  according  to  U  of 
T  spokesperson  Sue  Bloch-Nevitte. 
"Do  1  believe  the  current  policy  is  still 
active  and  functional?  My  answer  to 
that  is  yes,"  she  said. 

But  Gil  Yaron,  a  lawyer  who  sits 
on  an  advisory  committee  for  the 
Ontario  Securities  Commission,  and 
a  member  of  the  Shareholder  Asso- 
ciation for  Research  and  Education, 
disagrees. 

He  said  managers  of  money  held  in 
public  trust,  like  U  of  T's  endowment 
and  pension  funds,  can  take  social 
and  ethical  issues  into  account. 

"The  law  doesn't  prevent  the 
university  from  divesting,  the  issue 
is  how  it  goes  about  it,"  he  said.  He 
noted  that  universities  like  U  of  T 
could  divest  from  various  stocks  for 
ethical  reasons  as  long  as  they  made 
sure  that  decision  didn't  do  financial 
harm  to  the  fund. 

Harvey  Skinner,  chair  of  U  of  T's 
department  of  public  health  sci- 
ences, said  U  of  T  needs  to  get  out 
of  tobacco,  in  particular.  "The  to- 
bacco industry  in  general  is  just  so 


unethical.  There's  no  question  from 
our  perspective  in  public  health  sci- 
ences— it's  a  no-brainer." 

Joanna  Cohen,  a  U  of  T  professor 
who  led  a  study  on  Canadian  uni- 
versity ties  to  tobacco,  agrees.  She 
points  to  universities  in  the  United 
States,  such  as  Harvard  and  Johns 
Hopkins,  who  divested  more  than 
a  decade  ago.  "Those  universities 
are  still  in  existence  and  still  have  a 
pretty  strong  reputation,"  she  said. 

George  Luste,  head  of  U  of  T's 
faculty  association,  said  he  doesn't 
understand  why  U  of  T  can't  release 
its  list  of  investments.  He's  skepti- 
cal of  the  "competitive  information" 
argument. 

"That  to  me  is  nonsense.  I  mean,  it 
is  basically  hiding,"  he  said. 

The  $76  billion  Ontario  Teacher's 
Pension  Plan  publishes  a  list  of  all 
its  investments  over  $20  million  on 
its  Web  site.  "The  information  is  stale 
dated  by  about  8  weeks  so  we  don't 
feel  we  are  giving  away  any  secrets," 
said  Lee  Fullerton,  a  spokesperson 
for  the  plan. 

Chris  Ramsaroop,  a  student  rep- 


resentative on  governing  council 
said  it's  high  time  U  of  T  reviewed  its 
investments  for  ethical  reasons. 

"The  divestment  policy  has  been 
put  in  place  to  ensure  that  there  are 
some  ethical  standards,"  he  says. 
"The  impact  of  those,  investments 
is  not  only  being  felt  on  campus  but 
throughout  the  world." 

For  their  part,  the  Ontario  Teach- 
er's Pension  Plan  says  it  would  apply 
ethical  screens  to  their  investments 
if  the  government  clarified  the  law 
and  teachers  gave  them  a  clear  man- 
date to  do  so. 

"If  teachers  and  the  government 
can  agree  on  an  [ethical]  screen  and 
accept  the  resulting  rate  of  return,  we 
will  apply  the  screen,"  said  Fullerton. 
"It  would  change  our  mandate.. .but  it 
is  totally  their  choice.  We'll  do  what- 
ever is  asked  of  us." 

The  Ontario  Ministry  of  Finance 
says  it  has  no  plans  to  review  or 
clarify  the  law.  "We  are  not  actively 
reviewing  it,  but  we  welcome  any 
specific  proposals  people  may  have," 
said  ministry  spokesperson  Boni  Fox 
Gray. 


designer  frames  ■  on-site  lab  •  high  quality  lenses 


Doctors 

Jerry  Nolfi  |  Upen  Kawaie 

optometrists 

eye  exams  ■  eyeglasses  ■  contact  lenses  • 

laser  surgery  consultations  '^S^W  " 

MANUIIFE  CENTRE  •  55  BLOOR  ST.  W.  (AT  BAY)  •  416-966  1955 
www.torontoeyecare.com 


University  of  Waterloo 


Facult\'  of  Engineering 


Management  Sciences 


MMSC  or  MASc,  PhD 

(both  master's  degrees  available  with  co-op  option) 

Tliis  unique  program  is  recognized  internationally  for  tile  high  calibre  of  iK  faculty  members  and 
gjaduates.  The  department's  mi»iun  is  to  conduct  basic  and  applied  research  in  problems  of 
interest  to  management  and  business.  Research  areas  cover  applied  operations  research, 
information  systems,  and  management  of  technology-  The  program  is  designed  for  stiidents 
with  a  technical  background  e.g.  engineering,  sciences,  mathematics. 

The  Department  of  Management  Sciences  places  high  vahie  on  scholarly  research  and  careful 
application  of  theory  w  practical  settings.  Our  higli  quality  academic  programs  are  based  on  the 
premise  that  all  smdents  should  be  biowledgcable  of  fundaineittal  concepts  in  the  core  areas  of 
Management  Science  and  they  may  choose  to  fiirther  specialize  in  one  of  the  research  are;vs  of 
the  department 

More  specifically,  our  faculty  currently  is  conducting  leading  edge  research  in 


E-commerce 

Economics  of  Technological  Change 
Energy  Modeling 

Enterprise  Resource  Planning  Systems 

Entrepreneurship 

Innovation 

Inventory  Management 
Knowledge  Management 
Learning  Througli  Technology 
Logistics 


Manufacturing  Systems 
Marketing  Strategy 

Organizational  Communicatioo  and  Language 
Phenomenology  pf  Work  Situations 
Scheduling 

Socio-technical  Systetns 
Supply  Chain  Management 
Technology  Adoption  and  Diffusion 
User  Interface  Design 


Application  deadiine:  May  15, 2U04 

For  detailed  infomiatjon  about  Manaaemcnt  Sciences  Master's  and  PhD,  visit  our  web  site: 


vvww.niansci.uwaterloo.ca 


Tel;  519-888-4567  ext.  3670 


Email;  gradstudies@m3nsci.uw3t£rloox» 


Uotmsityoi 

Waterloo 


HalifBx 

$68 

ONE  WAY 


You  Want  It??  We  Book  It!! 

In  store,  online,  on  the  phone. ..the  choice  is  yours! 


Departing  Toronto 


Calgary 
$124 


London 

$419" 


ONEWAY 


(Heathrow) 


Athens 

$789 


St  Johns  NF  Vancouver  Amsterdam  San  Jose 

$84      $134      $499^  $559" 


ONEWAY 


ONEWAY 


(Costa  Rica) 


Sydney 
$1089 

Auckland 

$1299" 


SAVE  TIME!!!  Fly  into  LONDON, 
backpack  Europe  and  fly  home  from: 

Paris  $614 
Munich  $629 

Need  to  change  your  plans? 
Date  changes  only  $50! 


Subiect  to  availability.  Taxes/siircharges  are  additional 


Top  Deck  Discounts 

$100  off  coupon  in  the  Student  Travellet 
rnaga/^ine,  available  in  ali  our  shops 
(Applies  to  most  Top  r)ecl(  Europe  tours,  ^^«t  coni&^iubl.;  '.V'thcMur  Gff&!<i 


$100 


Heading  Home? ; 

P.?ck  youf  bags  antl  take  advantage  of  great  riomesfi'c  ■ 
ain'ates.  Westjet,  Caniet.  letsgo.  AirCanad-D  and  more...  ' 


one  way  from 


GRAD  GIFTS foryou!     n  Don*tforget  protection 

Happy  Graduation... ready  Igr  a  Srt'ak?  ^fcl^ 


Happy  Graduation... ready  Igr  a  Srt'ak? 
Enjoy  $50  off  ali  Air  Transat  Holidays  io  Cubi3. 
1  Mexico.  Us  Vegas,  Paris,  London,  Cruising  and  more! 


$50 


Bon  Voyage" 

Travel  insurance  the  way  you  want  it... 


from  just  $l/day 


T\t.  !i  (XfiJi'iunt-.  Trdvvi  CUTS  ib  (mTiaci  li  opofalod  by  Ihc  Cjn^ian  rcclcreHo'i  of  Studcnb. 


Trains,  Planes  and... 
a  free  VIP  Backpacker  Card! 


187  College  St.  416.979.2406  niRAVELCUIS 

Tico#  1324998  See  the  world  your  way 


We  are  the  largest  Canadian  owncci 
retail  travel  company,  eh. 


tjook  online  ai 

www.travelcuts.com 


4    Monday,  April  5, 2004 


News 


news@rtieyar8ffy.ca 


Teach  English 
Overseas 


ESL  Teacher  Training  Courses 

■  Intensive  50-Hour  Program 

■  Classroom  Management  Techniques 

■  Detailed  Lesson  Planning 

■  Comprehensive  Teaching  Materials 

■  Internationally  Recognized  Certificate 

■  ]ob  Guarantee  Included 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240  /  1 -800-269-671 9 


www.oxfordseitiinars.coni 


THE 


TESOL 

CERTIFICATE 
www.aceducatiQii.ca 

Teach  English 
in  Canada 
or  Overseas 

INTENSIVE 
COURSES 

Starting  Dates 

May  3rd 
& 

May  31st 

ReeogMucd  by 
TESL  Conada 

www.tesl.cd 

oat 


iNTERhiATSONAL 


LANGUAGE 


Campus  Catholics 
march  for  Palm  Sunday 


by  JONATHAN  COUTTS-ZAWADZKI 

VARSITY  STAFF  

Huddled  togethier  to  Iteep  warm 
from  tiie  strong  winds  and  flur- 
ries on  Sunday,  Newman  Centre 
Catholics  paraded  down  Philoso- 
pher's Walk  holding  palm  leaves 
and  singing  Latin  songs.  They 
tried  to  reenact  Jesus  Christ's 
famous  journey  into  Jerusalem, 
when  he  rode  on  top  of  a  don- 
key walking  over  palm  leaves 
set  down  by  believers.  A  week 
later  Jesus  was  said  to  have  been 
crucified. 

"Jesus  probably  didn't  have  to 
deal  with  this  cold  when  he  went 
to  Jerusalem,"  said  Fr.  Patrick 
O'Dea,  pastor  of  the  Newman 
Centre  chapel.  "But  we  try  our 
best  to  follow  his  example." 

When  the  procession  had 
entered  the  chapel,  a  group  of 
men  and  women  entertained  the 
congregation  with  a  reenactment 
of  Jesus'  last  hours  before  his 
execution.  Each  person  took  a 
role  in  Luke's  version  of  the  pas- 
sion narrative  and  spoke  as  if 
they  were  either  Jesus,  Peter,  the 
Jewish  tribunal  or  Pontius  Pilate, 
with  a  narrator  telling  the  story. 


A  sermon  by  Fr.  Robin  Koning 
followed  the  reenactment  and 
focused  on  a  Catholic's  duty  to 
follow  Jesus'  example  just  as 
Muslims  follow .  Mohammad's 
example,  called  "Sunna."  Koning 
said  that  especially  during  this 
holy  week.  Catholics  should  take 
up  the  burden  of  Jesus'  cross. 

Koning  said  that  many  people 
create  their  own  idea  of  the 
cross,  which  gives  them  false 
burdens.  He  said  that  some  be- 
lievers take  on  the  burden  of 
convincing  others  that  his/her 
view  of  being  a  good  person  is 
the  only  way  and  everyone  else's 
versions  are  wrong.  Koning  said 
that  the  cross  Jesus  passed  on  to 
mankind  was  not  one  of  resent- 
ment for  those  who  crucified 
him,  nor  was  it  one  of  bitterness 
or  hatred. 

"Jesus'  cross  is  a  cross  of  faith, 
hope  for  a  better  future,  love, 
and  of  a  reliance  in  God,"  said 
Koning. 

After  Koning's  sermon,  four 
people  gave  the  Catholic  creed 
to  join  Newman  Centre  Catho- 
lics in  trying  to  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  Jesus  in  order  to  be 
good  Christians. 


BULLER>>  Continued  from  page  I 

in  attendance,  including  "those 
who  did  not  know  David,  but 
who  were  profoundly  moved  by 
his  story." 

David  Buller  was  found  dead 
Jan.  19,  2001  in  his  office  at  1 
Spadina  Crescent  as  a  result  of 
multiple  stab  wounds. 

The  case  remains  unsolved. 
All  those  in  attendance,  includ- 
ing Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Arts 
and  Science  Pekka  Sinervo, 
were  present  to  "celebrate  the 
artistic  achievements  of  our 
students." 

Prior  to  the  awarding  of  the 
scholarships,  Karyn  Sandlos, 
Buller's  niece,  presented  one  of 
his  paintings  to  the  visual  stud- 
ies department  for  display  at  1 
Spadina.  Entitled  "Docking,"  it 
is  a  piece  from  Buller's  "Cone  of 
Light"  series. 

Choosing  words  from  Buller's 
journal,  his  niece  encouraged 
the  artists  being  honoured  to 
"paint  tough,  don't  hesitate." 
Betty-Lou  Sandlos,  Buller's 
sister,  offered  a  sincere  thanks 
to  the  Department  of  Fine  Arts 
and  those  in  attendance  for 
honouring  the  memory  of  her 
brother. 

"The  past  two  and  a  half 
years  have  been  very  painful. 
We  miss  him  so  very  much." 


She  spoke  of  Buller's  dedication 
to  his  students  and  his  love  of 
seeing  them  excel.  Through 
more  of  Buller's  journal  entries, 
she  related  his  thoughts  on  the 
highs  and  lows  of  being  a  young 
artist,  offering  an  inspiring  and 
extremely  personal  insight  into 
his  life. 

One  recipient  of  the  award, 
Catherine  Heard,  offered  words 
of  appreciation  to  those  gath- 
ered. "David  is  someone  who  all 
three  of  us  would  have  enjoyed 
meeting;  both  in  a  classroom 
and  social  setting." 

According  to  video  artist  and 
award  recipient  Jean  Paul  Kelly, 
Buller's  work  "challenged  rep- 
resentation and  notions  of  sex- 
uality." Referring  to  a  series  of 
collage  works  entitled  "Strip," 
Kelly  noted  that  Buller  chron- 
icled the  "history  of  the  gay 
male  body,  and  the  liberation 
of  that  image  in  culture."  The 
scholarship  represents  a  "gift 
of  encouragement"  for  him. 

The  award  was  an  "un- 
expected for  honour"  for 
Malcolm  Craig  Leonard:  the 
installation/performance  artist 
will  put  the  scholarship  money 
towards  paying  his  tuition. 
Though  none  of  the  recipients 
knew  David  Buller  personally, 
they  have  all  clearly  been  af- 
fected by  his  legacy. 
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His  Holiness  the       Dalai  Lama,  Tenzin  Gyatso 

at  a  Special  Convocation  on  Tuesday,  April  27,  2004  at  4:00  p.m. 
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DONT  MISS  YOUR  OPPORTUNITY  TO  GET  FORMALLY  INVOLVED 
WITH  THE  ENVIRONMENTAL  MOVEMENT  AT  U  OF  T  ! 


It's  ELECTIONS  TIME!  at  the  University  of  Toronto  Environmental  Resource  Network  (UTERN) 
and  the  Environmental  Students'  Union  (ENSU).  Make  a  difference  and  enhance  you  resume! 

UTERN  manages  a  fund  of  more  than  $20,000  dedicated  to  student  run  Environmental  Projects! 
ENSU  is  the  voice  of  students  enrolled  in  Environmental  Studies  and  Science,  and  Geography! 


Find  out  more  about  the  ways  in  which  you  can  become  and  executive  member  of  one  of  these  groups 
by  visiting  their  websites.  Many  exciting  positions  are  available  such  as  President,  Treasurer,  PR  officer,  etc... 

Work  study  positions  available  as  well. 

The  Students'  administrative  Council  (SAC)  is  currently  looking  to  appoint  an  Environment  Minister 

for  the  St.  George  Campus.  For  more  details  about  this  amazing  position,  contact  Howard  Tam, 

SAC  VP  University  Affairs  -  vpua@sac.utoronto.ca 


http://utern.utoronto.ca  http://www.sac.utoronto.ca/  http://www.utoronto.ca/envstudy/ensu 
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Responsibility  before  justice 

Change  the  world,  don't  just  demand  it  to  change 


byNOELSEMPLE 


Irrefutable  proof  of  systemic  fio- 
mophobia  at  U  of  T  appeared  in  last 
Monday's  Varsity:  a  photograph  of 
the  inside  a  toilet  stall  decorated 
with  4  lines  of  anti-gay  graffiti.  This 
is  a  shocking  discovery  indeed,  a 
sad  departure  from  the  enlightened 
and  tasteful  political  commentary 
which  one  expects  to  find  scribbled 
on  washroom  walls.  Strangely,  the 
accompanying  article  quoted  the 
president  of  OUT@UTM  saying  that 
"for  gays  on  campus  as  a  whole  the 
environment  is  not  threatening." 
This  might  tend  to  cast  doubt  on  the 
homophobia  epidemic  which,  we 
are  told,  is  gripping  the  university. 

Thankfully,  the  Ontario  Public  In- 
terest Research  Group  (OPIRG)  also 
recently  hit  campus  newsstands 
with  a  "social  justice"  publication 
entitled  Actions  Speak  Louder.  Even 
if  you've  never  read  it,  you're  prob- 
ably already  paying  for  "Actions."  A 
$1.00  levy  from  every  student  who 
doesn't  specifically  ask  for  their 
money  back  every  September  is  au- 
tomatically sent  to  OPIRG.  So  what 
are  you  getting  for  your  money? 

A  Molotov  cocktail  appears  on 
the  back  cover,  an  ominous  hint  of 
the  kind  of  "action"  which  OPIRG 
might  endorse.  The  inside  is  less 
dramatic — plugs  for  the  LGBTOUT 
levy,  feminist  groups,  and  a  vegetar- 


ian restaurant.  Like  LGBTOUT,  these 
claim  to  be  more  than  just  clubs  and 
special  interest  groups — they  are 
struggling  against  some  ominous 
evil  on  behalf  of  the  rest  of  us. 

Indeed,  "Actions"  proves  that 
anyone  can  play  the  "social  justice" 
game.  First,  write  down  a  list  of  rea- 
sons to  feel  sorry  for  yourself.  Then, 
invent  a  "coalition"  or  "collective" 
with  a  separate  hotmail  account  for 
each  of  them.  OPIRG  will  cut  you  a 
student-funded  cheque. 

Now  comes  the  fun  part.  Pretend 
to  be  a  persecuted  hero  fighting 
against  "patriarchy,"  "hegemony," 
or  "the  elite."  Attend  a  few  protests, 
put  up  a  few  posters  if  you  feel  like 
it.  But  remember,  "the  personal  is 
political,"  so  you  can  congratulate 
yourself  just  for  dressing  a  certain 
way,  sleeping  with  certain  people,  or 
not  eating  meat. 

If  you  really  think  that  being  gay, 
being  a  woman,  or  being  obliged  to 
pay  for  your  education  means  that 
the  cards  are  somehow  stacked 
against  you,  take  a  walk  down  to 
College  and  Spadina.  Tell  the  first 
drug-addicted  street  person  you 
meet  how  your  life  has  been  made 
miserable  by  the  obscenity  you  saw 
in  the  washroom.  While  you're  at  it, 
explain  how  the  best  possible  use 
for  $25,000  would  be  printing  more 
rainbow  stickers  to  put  on  office 
doors. 


U  of  T  needs  a  lot  less  "social 
justice,"  and  a  lot  more  social  re- 
sponsibility. Social  responsibility 
starts  by  recognizing  that  if  you  go 
to  school  here,  you're  already  in  the 
elite.  In  a  knowledge-based  global 
economy,  you  have  a  top-notch 
education  and  access  to  all  the 
opportunities  of  a  first-world  me- 
tropolis. Most  people  on  this  planet 
would  do  anything  to  be  in  your 
shoes. 

From  those  to  whom  much  has 
been  given,  much  is  expected.  We 
have  a  moral  duty  to  help  those 
less  fortunate  than  ourselves.  For- 
tunately, many  at  U  of  T  have  taken 
up  this  challenge.  Frontier  College 
sends  students  into  high  schools 
and'  homeless  shelters  to  share 
literacy  skills.  Engineers  Without 
Borders  promotes  human  develop- 
ment worldwide  through  the  spread 
of  technology.  These  groups  and 
many  others  like  them  skip  the 
self-indulgent  whining  about  "social 
justice"  and  use  their  skills  in  a  con- 
crete way  to  help  others. 

Unfortunately,  most  in  the  "social 
justice  community"  at  U  of  T  are 
too  busy  fighting  the  man  to  bother 
with  social  responsibility.  But  in  one 
hundred  years,  1  suspect  that  the 
man  will  still  be  standing,  and  they'll 
have  accomplished  nothing  beyond 
wasting  their  time  and  students' 
money. 


DEMOCRACY»  Continued  from  page  I 

submissions  or  more  to  the 
paper  during  the  past  year)  by 
giving  the  board  power  to  hire 
the  Editor-in-Chief  of  the  paper, 
and  in  turn,  that  EIC  would  have 
the  power  to  hand-pick  his  own 
masthead.  The  board  insists  that 
they  need  to  have  more  input 
into  who  the  EIC  is  (presumably, 
we  can't  trust  the  students  who 
work  so  hard  on  this  newspaper 
to  elect  qualified  people  to  the 
job),  and  that  the  EIC  needs  to 
choose  his  own  people  to  work 
with. 

This  goes  against  decades  of 
tradition  at  not  only  The  Var- 
sity, but  at  student  newspapers 
across  the  country.  Over  the 
past  two  days,  we  have  received 
an  outpouring  of  support  from 
fellow  campus  papers  all  over 
Canada,  all  of  which  follow  the 
same  democratic  principles 
that  we  do.  Ira  Dubinsky,  News 
Editor  and  board  member  of 
the  McGill  Daily,  writes,  "Student 
newspapers  are  community  or- 
ganizations that  function  best 
when  governed  collegially.  To 
do  otherwise  would  compromise 
the  cooperative  nature  of  a  stu- 
dent newspaper  and  put  at  risk 
a  unique  learning  and  working 
environment." 

We  have  presented  our  posi- 
tion to  the  board  of  directors, 
who  currently  refuses  to  listen. 
They  suggest  that  their  plan 
is  the  only  way  to  improve  the 
paper  and  move  forward.  We, 
the  editors  who  have  worked 


tirelessly  all  year  to  make  this 
newspaper  the  best  it  can  be, 
cannot  fathom  how  a  board  that 
is  supposed  to  be  working  for  the 
paper  has  decided  to  essentially 
ignore  our  concerns. 

The  board  is  supposed  to  rep- 
resent the  students — in  short, 
you.  Several  of  the  members  of 
this  board  have  barely  shown 
up  to  meetings  all  year,  and  yet 
they  claim  to  represent  you. 
Now  they  want  us  to  believe  that 
this  is  not  a  power  grab.  We're 
not  fooled,  and  we  don't  think 
you  will  be,  either.  The  board 
is  planning  to  vote  on  their  pro- 
posed bylaw  changes  (there  are 
several  more  that  we  won't  get 
into  here)  at  The  Varsity's  annual 
general  meeting.  All  students  are 
urged  to  come  out  to  show  sup- 
port (full-time  students  have  a 
vote  on  the  matters  presented 
at  the  meeting).  Unfortunately, 
we  don't  yet  know  the  exact  date 
and  time  of  the  meeting,  thanks 
to  the  usual  board  dithering,  but 
we  promise  to  keep  you  posted 
(see  the  next  issue  of  The  Varsity 
or  our  website  for  details). 

Board  members  keep  insisting 
that  "a  newspaper  is  not  a  de- 
mocracy." Well,  it  is  here,  and  it 
should  continue  to  be.  We  pride 
ourselves  on  being  an  open  or- 
ganization— you're  all  welcome 
to  be  a  part  of  this  great  insti- 
tution— talent  can  be  nurtured, 
but  heart  isn't  something  you 
can  hire.  Let  your  voice  be 
counted — write  a  letter,  attend 
the  AGM,  speak  out.  After  all,  it's 
your  paper,  too. 


How  to  get  more  out  of  university 

Advice  from  a  graduating  student 


fay  TIMOTHY  REEVE-NEWSON 

At  the  end  of  first  year,  a  graduating 
friend  told  me,  "take  advantage  of  all 
the  opportunities  offered  in  universi- 
ty and  have  no  regrets  because  you'll 
graduate  before  you  know  it."  Instead 
of  simply  regurgitating  this  advice, 
I'll  go  one  step  further  and  tell  you 
what  opportunities  you  have,  and 
how  to  take  advantage  of  them. 

Academics 

When  you  reach  a  period  of  two  or 
three  tests  in  a  few  days,  always  get 
a  sick  note  from  a  doctor.  That  way 
you  can  concentrate  on  doing  well 
in  one  test,  and  write  the  makeup 
for  the  other  test  later  on.  Come 
down  with  something  that  has  few 
visible  symptoms;  1  like  headaches 
and  insomnia.  They  make  it  "hard  to 


concentrate."  I  can't  recommend  any 
clinics,  but  you'll  always  find  a  good 
doctor  downtown.  Think  of  this  as 
resourcefulness — a  skill  employers 
love.  If  you  still  don't  fancy  the  idea, 
remember  that  everyone  is  sick  all 
the  time,  at  least  to  some  degree. 
The  degree  limiting  your  coherent 
ability  to  write  a  test  is  very  subjec- 
tive. 

There  are  high  minimum  CGPA  re- 
quirements for  entrance  into  under- 
grad  and  post-grad  programs  (3.0  is 
usually  a  minimum  cut  off),  so  work 
hard.  If  that  fails  then  drop  classes 
with  poor  marks.  Even  if  you're  going 
to  barely  pass,  the  poor  mark  has 
a  dreadfully  depreciating  effect  on 
your  CGPA.  It  hurts  to  lose  the  cash 
and  the  time  invested  but  the  ben- 
efits far  outweigh  the  costs.  You  can 
always  make  that  money  back  but 
you  can't  delete  a  poor  mark  from 


your  CGPA.  Having  better  marks  also 
increases  the  likelihood  of  obtaining 
scholarships — compensation  for 
your  lost  pesos. 

As  for  studying;  the  best  way  to 
get  ready  for  a  test  would  be  to  read 
the  text,  read  the  notes,  and  do  the 
practice  questions.  You'll  probably 
procrastinate,  so  let's  be  realistic. 
The  best  way  to  spend  cram  time 
is  to  do  practice  questions  and  old 
tests.  If  not  handed  out  in  class,  the 
U  of  T  website  has  links  to  old  exams, 
and  the  student  groups  affiliated 
with  your  course  will  have  a  library 
of  old  tests. 

Finally,  attend  your  lectures. 
Hangovers  and  laziness  cause  you 
to  miss  valuable  pieces  of  informa- 
tion usually  announced  in  class  like 
test  time  changes.  As  well,  classes, 
especially  tutorials,  are  a  great  way 
to  meet  people. 


Social 

The  best  way  to  get  over  our  anti-so- 
cial campus  is  to  get  involved.  Joining 
something  has  huge  benefits  in  the 
way  of  networking  and  resume  fluff- 
ing. Make  friends  here.  Most  of  these 
people  will  achieve  some  element  of 
success. 

Volunteer  experience  in  leader- 
ship positions  is  an  excellent  way  to 
showcase  your  potential  to  any  good 
employer.  Make  your  mistakes  in  these 
organizations  and  learn  from  them  be- 
cause in  the  real  world  you'll  get  fired. 

Even  if  you  don't  join  a  club,  join 
their  mailing  lists.  Every  day,  some- 
where on  campus  an  organization  is 
having  an  event  with  free  food  and  an 
open  bar.  Find  them! 

There's  also  money  out  there  wait- 
ing for  you  to  enhance  your  academic 
and  social  opportunities.  I've  received 


thousands  of  dollars  through  scholar- 
ships and  grants,  and  I'm  not  an  "A" 
student.  Visit  the  Office  of  Awards  and 
Admissions  to  see  a  huge  collection  of 
applications  from  various  external  or- 
ganizations. I  even  received  a  grant  to 
conduct  a  research  project  in  Mexico 
for  my  SOC200  class.  That  was  a  sweet 
Christmas  vacation. 

Aside  from  post-grad  programs, 
extracurricular  activities  are  far  more 
important  than  marks.  You're  paying 
several  thousand  dollars  to  come' 
here  so  make  sure  that  at  the  end  of 
the  day  you  don't  leave  with  just  a 
diploma.  Think  about  what  you  can 
do  in  a  playground  this  size.  Now  I'm 
graduating,  and  the  most  important 
piece  of  advice  I  have  learned  here  is 
to  take  advantage  of  all  opportunities 
presented,  because  if  you  don't,  you'll 
regret  it. 

Best  of  luck  U  of  T! 
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Varsity  Publications  Inc. 
Notice  of  Proposed  By-Law  Changes  & 
Annual  Meeting  of  Members 

Proposed  By-Law  Changes: 


1.  To  change  the  manner  in  which  Executive  Officers  and  Masthead  members  are  selected  from  an  internal 
elections  process  to  a  hiring  process. 

2.  To  change  the  length  of  membership  term  to  any  Session  in  which  the  membership  fee  is  paid  and  one 
Session  beyond  two  or  more  consecutive  paid  Sessions. 

3.  To  change  the  definition  of  membership  to  include  those  admitted  to  any  program  of  study  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Toronto  and  alumni  thereof  who  have  paid  the  per-session  membership  fee. 

4.  To  insert  a  requirement  that  a  full  Staff  meeting  be  held  at  least  once/month  during  the  months  of  Sep- 
tember, October,  November,  January,  February,  and  March. 

5.  To  expand  the  definition  of  "contribution"  for  the  purposes  of  determining  "Staff'  status  to  include  non- 
Editorial  contributions  such  as  advertising  sales,  bookkeeping  functions,  event  organization,  delivery  and 
circulation,  layout,  copy-editing,  online  programming,  etc. 

6.  To  reduce  the  number  of  requisitionists  required  to  hold  an  Emergency  General  Meeting  to  1500  (from 
2000).  To  reduce  the  quorum  requirements  for  an  Emergency  General  Meeting  to  250,  at  least  100  of 
whom  must  be  present  in  person  (from  500/250). 

7.  To  permit  the  removal  of  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  by  a  2/3  majority  vote  of  the  Board. 

8.  To  change  the  composition  of  the  Board  of  Directors  so  as  to  add  3  additional  Staff  and  1  additional  Pro- 
fessional representative. 

9.  To  define  and  circumsribe  the  role  of  the  Board  of  Directors  as:  to  hire  &  fire  Executive  Officers  and 
Vlasthead/Management  positions;  to  set  the  operating  budget;  to  commission  an  independent  audit  and 
■eport  the  results  of  same  to  the  membership;  to  consider  changes  to  the  By-Laws;  and  to  set  corporate 
policy  and  long-range  business  strategy.  To  specify  that  the  Board  shall  have  no  influence  over  day-to-day 
Editorial  decisions. 

10.  To  empower  the  Board  to  appoint  such  non-voting  Advisors  to  itself  as  it  sees  fit,  and  such  voting  or 
non-voting  Advisors  to  sub-committees/working  groups  of  the  Board  as  it  sees  fit. 

11 .  To  establish  the  Chair  of  the  Board  as  a  non-Executive  Officer  of  the  corporation  seperate  from  the 
Chief  Executive  Officer. 

12.  To  change  the  definition  of  the  corporation's  membership  fee  from  $1.25  per  Fall/Winter  Session  to 
$0.63  per  Session. 

Note  that  the  full  text  of  these  proposed  By-Law  amendments  is  available  at  the  corporation's  head  offices,  310-21 
SussexAvenue,bycontactingbusiness@thevarsity.ca,andwillbemadeavailableattheAnnualMeetingof Members. 

To  be  considered  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Varsity  Publications  Inc.  at  2:00  p.m. 
ThursdayApril  8, 2004,  atthe  corporation's  head  offices,  21  SussexAvenue.  Also  to  be  consid- 
ered attheAnnual  Meeting  of  Members,  to  be  held  5:00pm  Friday  April  1 6, 2004,  location  TBA. 


1 .  Call  to  order. 

2.  Presentation  of  audited  financial  statements  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  April  30,  2003, 
for  approval. 

3.  Consideration  of  proposed  By-Law  amendments. 

4.  Readership  feedback  forum. 

5.  Adjournment.  .  


Agenda  for  the  Annual  Meeting  of  Members: 
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Tlie  >u"  at  U  of  T 

^  Photos  and  text  wrangling  by  KARA  DILLON,  VARSITY  STAFF 


Uof  T's  a  big  school  with  some  big  names  but  sometime's  it  is  not  all 
about  titles  or  degrees,  but  the  size  of  your  heart  and  your  level  of 
involvement  within  the  U  of  T  community.  We  thought  it  was  time  to 
turn  the  spotlight  on  the  everyday  heroes  that  in  their  own  way  help 
make  our  campus  community  a  great  place  to  live,  work,  and  play. 

This  feature  kicks  off  a  series  of  profles  of  interesting  individuals  on  campus. 
If  you  would  like  to  nominate  someone  actively  involved  in  the  U  of  T  commu- 
nity, at  any  level  of  involvement,  please  contact  us  at  photo@thevarsity.ca 

Special  thanks  to:  Mez,  Brian,  Mike,  Kim,  Christine,  and  Meera  for  making  this 
feature  possible. 


1.  The  St.  George  campus  of  U  of  T  is  lucky  to 
have  Olivia  Chow  as  its  city  councillor.  One 
of  the  most  dedicated  politicians,  involved  in 
social  issues  from  securing  funding  for  the  con- 
troversial cross-walk  outside  the  Bahen  Centre 
to  national  issues,  she  makes  her  voice  heard. 
Expect  to  find  this  politician  of  the  people  work- 
ing out  at  the  UofT  Athletic  Centre  or  whizzing 
past  you  on  her  big  red  princess  bike  decorated 
with  foliage  and  flowers. 

2.  Damon  (r)  and  Shahram  Shahidi  (1)  are  the 
owners  and  operators  of  the  Innis  Cafe.  To  know 
these  guys  is  to  love  them.  Geoff  Ho,  a  third  year 
commerce  student,  tells  us  "Innis  Cafe  is  one 
of  the  best  kept  secrets  on  campus.  Since  I've 
discovered  this  place,  1  haven't  eaten  at  any  of 
the  'mass-production'  cafeterias  on  campus  in  a 
long  time,  nor  do  1  ever  plan  to  go  back.  The  Innis 
Cafe  not  only  has  great  tasting  and  well-priced 
food,  but  the  healthiest  selection  on  campus. 
From  their  fresh  fruit  juices,  to  their  club-house 
sandwiches,  to  their  home-made  barbeque 
chicken,  you  simply  can't  go  wrong  eating  here". 

3.  Lamont  Hawkes  is  a  first  year  Woodsworth 
College  student  majoring  in  Canadian  history. 
He  is  the  DJ  and  host  of  "Constant  Movement" 
airing  weekly  on  ClUT  89.5fm.  He  took  his  in- 
volvement further  with  U  of  T's  only  campus 


radio  station  by  promoting  and  organizing  their 
annual  fundraiser  "Raise  It  Up"  on  Monday,  April 
11  at  the  Kathedral  (651  Queen  St.W.,  9pm). 

4.  Dr.  Larry  Grupp  not  only  works  as  the  Psy- 
chiatry Research  Liaison  for  the  University 
Health  Network,  but  is  also  a  Professor  of  Phar- 
macology at  U  of  T,  and  produces  the  radio  show 
"Mind,  Mood,  and  Mental  Health"  which  airs  on 
ClUT  weekly.  Dr.  Grupp  is  hoping  to  expand  the 
capacity  of  his  show  to  include  other  health- 
related  issues  next  year.  In  its  inaugural  year 
(2003-4),  the  show  has  received  a  very  posi- 
tive response  from  the  U  of  T  community  and 
Toronto  at  large. 

5.  Jude  Tate  is  the  coordinator  of  the  Lesbian, 
Gay,  Bisexual,  Transgendered,  Queer  Resouces 
and  Programs  (214  College,  3rd  floor)  and  raisis 
the  profile  of  the  group  by  actively  attending 
many  events  on  campus.  Jude  works  with  stu- 
dents, staff  and  faculty  to  provide  programs, 
services,  training,  resources  and  outreach  on 
issues  related  to  the  LGBTQ  population  at  U  of  T. 
This  past  year  Jude  has  made  continued  efforts 
to  make  sure  that  smaller  groups  on  campus 
are  recognized.  This  community  award  winner 
makes  the  LGBTQ  office  a  place  where  students 
can  drop  in  and  feel  welcome  to  discuss  any  is- 
sue. 


6.  Left:  As  a  SAC  representative  (External  Com- 
mission 2002-3  and  the  VP  of  Operations  this 
past  year)  Alexandra  Artful-Dodger  has  been 
very  busy  since  coming  to  UofT  in  2001.  As  a 
SAC  representative,  she  organized  a  Pan- Cana- 
dian student  anti-war  conference,  brought  free 
income  tax  clinics  to  students,  increased  funding 
for  clubs  and  the  UTM  and  UTSC  commission, 
and  helped  save  students  $2  million  by  switching 
SAC's  health  plan  providers.  She  also  lobeid  and 
helped  implement  the  discounted  metropass. 
Artful-Dodger  is  a  strong  advocate  for  public 
education,  tuition  freezes  and  reductions.  She 
also  helped  organize  the  Feb  4  National  Student 
Day  of  Action. 

Middle:  Kelly  Holloway  is  a  second  year  Masters 
student  in  public  health  sciences  in  collaboration 
with  women's  studies.  She  is  the  Vice-President 
External  at  the  Graduate  Students'  Union  (GSU) 
and  chairs  the  Social  Justice  Committee.  This 
year  she  has  helped  orzanize  the  Feb  4  National 
Student  Day  of  Action,  the  Student's  for  Peace  in 
Iraq  coalition,  the  ProChoice  at  UofT  coalition 
and  the  Corporate  Campus  Teach-in. 

Right:  Arij  Al-Chawaf  is  a  second  year  PhD 
student  at  the  department  of  zoology.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  GSU  Social  Justice  Committee  and 
has  been  involved  in  organizing  events  as  part 
of  Students  for  Peace  in  Iraq,  Solidarity  for  Pal- 
estinian Human  Rights  and  the  Feb  4th  National 


Student  Day  of  Action.  She  is  VP  External  elect  for 
the  GSU. 

7.  Lesley  Mak  is  at  OlSE  doing  her  Masters  of 
Education  in  higher  education.  She's  also  a 
don  at  University  College's  Whitney  Hall  and 
cohosts  "Beyond  the  Classroom"  on  ClUT  89.5 
(Tuesdays  at  noon),  a  show  where  she  talks 
about  services,  events  and  programs  available  to 
those  in  the  U  of  T  community.  She  has  also  co- 
ordinated the  Passport  Program,  a  program  that 
gets  first  year  students  involved  at  U  of  T.  Lesley 
says  that  her  involvement  at  U  of  T  throughout 
her  undergrad  in  genetics  inspired  her  to  get  into 
university  administration  and  help  students  dis- 
cover life  outside  of  the  classroom. 

8.  For  those  of  you  who  walked  through  the  tents 
set  up  outside  of  Stanford  Fleming  last  Thursday, 
you  participated  in  U  of  T's  first  Annual  Sustain- 
able Energy  Fair.  "The  goal  of  this  event  was  to 
make  everyone  aware  of  the  opportunities  sus- 
tainable energy  offers:  from  the  technologies  you 
can  use  to  the  research  being  done  at  U  of  T  to  the 
ability  to  have  a  career  in  the  field,"  says  Sustain- 
able Energy  Fair  chair  Monica  Samec.  Samec  is 
a  fifth  year  student  triple  majoring  in  chemistry, 
physics,  and  international  development.  "I'm  in- 
terested in  the  science  behind  renewable  energy 
and  also  the  opportunity  it  holds  for  developing 
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countries  on  the  cusp  of  industrialization  that 
haven't  committed  to  a  fossil  fuel  infrastructure." 
She  will  be  exploring  this  further  when  she  goes 
to  Indonesia  this  summer  on  an  overseas  place- 
ment with  Engineers  Without  Borders. 

9.  U  of  T  violinists  Mary-Beth  Brown,  Debbie 
Clark  and  Liz  Loewen  (not  pictured)  stepped  out 
of  their  concert  clothes  and  into  ballet  slippers 
this  term  in  the  Beginning  Ballet  class  with  Portia 
Wade  at  Hart  House.  The  three  friends,  who  are 
all  undergraduate  students  at  U  of  T's  Faculty  of 
Music,  decided  to  take  the  class  to  try  something 
new  and  different,  and  have  no  regrets.  "The 
class  was  great. ..so  much  fun  and  a  great  work 
out  too"  You  can  catch  these  three  fiddle  players 
at  the  University  of  Toronto  Symphony  Orchestra 
concert  this  Wednesday  April  7th  at  8pm  at  the 
Faculty  of  Music's  MacMillan  Theatre. 

10.  Bryan  Timm  is  the  current  OlSE/UT  SAC  Di- 
rector and  also  served  on  the  SAC  Elections  Com- 
mittee and  the  OISE  Student  Teacher  Union  Ex- 
ecutive. David  Miller's  election  was  the  highlight 
of  2003  for  him.  Elections,  the  February  4th  Cana- 
dian Federation  of  Students'  rally  and  organizing 
against  the  Ontario  Teacher  Qualifying  Test  has 
kept  Bryan  steadily  busy.  He  is  currently  leading 
a  fight  to  get  proper  academic  recognition  for 
OISE  Technical  teacher  candidates.  When  he  is 
not  leading  the  revolution  he  likes  to  sail  and  race 
albacores  and  watch  old  British  cooking  shows. 
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String  theory:  the 
holy  grail  of  physics? 


byDUYCUONG  NGUYEN 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Why  is  the  universe  the  way  it  is? 
We  have  aslted  this  question  since 
ancient  times  and  scientists  are  now 
optimistic  that  string  theory  can 
provide  some  answers.  This  modern 
idea  describes  the  entire  universe 
as  an  intricately  woven  collection  of 
tiny  vibrating  filaments,  or  "strings" 
of  energy. 

If  a  string  vibrates  a  certain  way,  it 
could  be  an  electron,  and  if  it  vibrates 
another  way,  it  could  be  a  photon  of 
light.  These  strings  are  so  tiny  that 
we  currently  have  no  way  to  observe 
them  directly.  If  we  imagined  that  an 
atom  was  the  size  of  the  entire  solar 
system,  a  string  would  be  no  larger 
than  a  tree. 

Physicists  have  typically  thought  of 
the  constituents  of  the  universe,  such 
as  electrons  and  quarks,  as  point-like 
particles.  Even  forces  like  gravity  and 
electromagnetism  were  treated  as 
particles  by  physicists.  However,  this 
led  to  strange  anomalies  when  they 
tried  to  analyze  extreme  conditions, 
like  during  the  Big  Bang  and  inside  of 
black  holes.  Beginning  in  the  1960s, 
physicists  began  to  build  theoretical 
models  of  the  universe  based  not  on 
particles,  but  instead  on  tiny  strands 
or  loops  of  energy. 

String  theory  promises  to  resolve 
a  dilemma  that  has  plagued  phys- 
ics for  the  last  century.  Professor 
Brian -Greene  of  Columbia  University 
explained  the  problem  to  a  packed 
Koffler  Centre  during  his  recent 
visit  to  U  of  T:  "Quantum  theory  de- 
scribes the  small  fantastically  well. 


General  relativity  describes  the  big 
fantastically  well.  [But]  these  two 
theories  conflict.  Each  says  the  other 
is  wrong." 

Einstein  proposed  his  general 
theory  of  relativity  to  remove  the 
anomalies  found  in  Newton's  laws  of 
gravity.  General  relativity  combines 
space  and  time  into  a  four  dimen- 
sional entity,  called  space-time,  and 
treats  gravity  not  as  a  force,  but  as 
an  elegant  warping  of  space-time.  It 
describes  an  orderly,  smooth-look- 
ing universe,  and  is  very  good  at 
explaining  the  large  scale,  stars  and 
galaxies.  However,  physicists  found 
Einstein's  theory  useless  for  explain- 
ing atomic  structures  and  other 
small  objects. 

Around  the  same  time,  a  group  of 
physicists  led  by  Niels  Bohr  founded 
quantum  mechanics  to  explain  the 
small  stuff,  atoms  and  subatomic 
particles.  This  theory  does  not  ac- 
count for  gravity,  but  its  predictions 
agree  strongly  with  experimental 
results  for  the  small-scale  where 
gravity  is  weak  and  mostly  unimport- 
ant. It  envisages  chaos  in  nature,  and 
paints  a  rather  turbulent  universe  in 
contrast  to  Einstein's  notions. 

These  two  separate  theories  can 
explain  most  physical  phenomena, 
but  they  still  leave  more  work  to  be 
done  in  physics.  Greene  said,  "If  you 
don't  have  a  single  theory  that  can 
embrace  them  both  [General  Rela- 
tivity and  Quantum  Mechanics], 
that  can  allow  them  to  operate  in 
concert,  then  you'll  never  be  able  to 
understand  the  realm  of  black  holes, 
for  example." 

The  holy  grail  of  modern  physics 


is  a  unified  theory,  a  theory  that  can 
explain  both  the  large  and  small  as- 
pects of  the  universe.  String  theory 
could  be  this  "theory  of  everything." 
Greene  asserts,  "String  theory  shows 
us  a  way  of  putting  them  together, 
finally,  in  one  cohesive  package,  one 
framework." 

The  theory  does  have  some 
strange  aspects.  Theorists  believe 
that  strings  vibrate  in  dimensions 
beyond  our  familiar  three  dimen- 
sions of  space  and  one  dimension 
of  time.  String  theory  predicts  a  real- 
ity in  which  the  universe  exists  in  11 
dimensions,  but  we  have  evolved  to 
naturally  see  only  four  of  them.  The 
notion  of  hyper-dimensions  departs 
from  classical  thinking.  Professor 
Amanda  Peet  of  the  department 
of  physics  at  U  of  T  notes,  "People 
who've  said  there  are  extra  dimen- 
sions of  space  have  been  labelled 
crackpots." 

Opponents  of  string  theory  argue 
that  the  idea  is  more  philosophical 
than  scientific  because  we  cur- 
rently have  no  experiments  to  test  it. 
Greene  defends  the  scientific  validity 
of  the  theory,  saying  that  just  as  we 
should  not  assess  the  acoustic  qual- 
ity of  an  unfinished  Stradivarius,  we 
should  not  dismiss  string  theory 
before  it  has  a  chance  to  properly 
mature. 

Greene  urges,  "It's  a  matter  of  look- 
ing at  an  extraordinarily  promising 
theoretical  construct,  and  knowing 
that  it  takes  years  of  development 
before  it  can  make  contact  with 
[experimental]  physics.  It's  up  to  us 
to  work  hard  to  try  and  develop  the 
theory  in  order  that  it  can  do  that." 


An  artist's  conception  of  what  tlie  strings  of  energy  that  theorists 
believe  make  up  our  universe  might  look  like. 


MIKEFAUBERT 

Physicist  Brian  Greene  describing  tiny  strings  of  energy  which  he 
and  other  theorists  believe  make  up  the  fabric  of  the  universe. 


Invisible  risks  of  air  pollution 


byAMYSHARAF 


The  risk  of  disease  due  to  expo- 
sure to  car  emissions  has  become 
a  major  concern  for  urban  resi- 
dents, particularly  those  living  in 
Toronto.  Dr.  Murray  Finklestein, 
an  associate  professor  at  the  Mc- 
Master  Institute  of  Environment 
and  Health,  recently  spoke  at  U 
of  T.  For  years  he  has  researched 
air  pollution  and  related  health 
effects.  Of  particular  interest  to 
him  is  the  relationship  between 
pollution  from  major  roads  and 
highways  and  the  incideoce  of 
disease. 

In  the  past,  the  population  of 
an  urban  center  was  thought  to 
have  no  variation  in  its  exposure 
to  traffic  pollution.  It  was  only 
through  the  work  of  Dutch  re- 
searchers several  years  ago  that  it 
became  apparent  that  there  were 
indeed  differences  in  the  amount 
of  exposure  residents  would  be 
subject  to  depending  on  where 
they  lived.  Researchers  found 
that  those  residing  close  to  major 
roads  or  highways  have  higher 
death  rates  from  heart  and  lung 
diseases. 

In  his  latest  study,  published  in 
the  Canadian  Medical  Association 
Journal,  Dr.  Finklestein  explores 
this  issue  in  the  cities  of  Hamil- 


ton and  Toronto.  Dr.  Finklestein 
noticed  that  the  rates  of  hospi- 
talization due  to  respiratory  and 
circulatory  disease  were  higher 
in  those  living  near  major  roads. 
There  were  more  people  dying 
from  circulatory  illnesses  in 
highly  trafficked  areas  versus  sub- 
urban regions. 

It  would  seem  that  Ottawa  has 
taken  notice  of  these  findings.  New 
initiatives  have  been  put  together 
to  slow  the  increase  in  disease 


from  traffic  pollution  at  the  pro- 
vincial level.  The  Ontario  Medical 
Association  has  proposed  a  four- 
pronged  solution  to  combat  envi- 
ronmental contamination.  Emis- 
sion control,  vehicle  inspection, 
fuel  management  and  increased 
use  of  public  transportation  have 
been  proposed  in  order  to  com- 
bat the  detrimental  health  effects 
of  traffic  pollution.  Long-term 
research  will  tell  if  these  sugges- 
tions have  a  substantial  impact. 


The  living  city 


by  JOSEF  SZENDE 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Chris  Kennedy,  assistant  professor  of 
engineering  at  U  of  T,  is  studying  how 
Toronto  resembles  a  living  organism. 
He  is  researching  "urban  metabolism," 
which  examines  the  cycles  of  nutri- 
ents, water,  energy  and  materials  in 
cities. 

Kennedy  says  that  this  type  of 
analysis  is  useful  because  it  "brings 
down  everything  to  scale  so  you  can 
see  where  it's  all  coming  from."  For 
example,  the  Kyoto  Protocol  mandates 
that  countries  lower  their  carbon  diox- 
ide emissions  by  a  certain  percentage. 
With  Kennedy's  method  we  can  look  at 
where  the  emissions  are  coming  from 
and  tackle  the  problems  specifically. 

Kennedy  is  analyzing  the  metabo- 
lism of  the  GTA:  108  kilometers  wide 
and  inhabited  by  close  to  five  million 
people.  He  is  looking  at  four  main 
cycles:  nutrients,  water,  energy,  and 
materials. 

The  GTA  consumed  4.8  million  met- 
ric tonnes  of  food  in  1999.  About  930 
metric  tonnes  of  water  go  through  GTA 
taps  each  year,  and  in  turn  798  metric 
tonnes  of  waste  water  are  produced. 
Toronto  has  average  efficiency  when 
it  comes  to  water,  and  looks  very 
good  compared  to  American  cities, 
which  are  by  far  the  least  efficient 
worldwide. 

An  effect  of  the  urban  "body"  that 
everyone  in  Toronto  notices  is  the  "ur- 


ban heat  island."  All  the  systems  in  the 
centre  of  Toronto  are  densely  packed 
together  and  all  are  using  energy. 
This  energy  gets  converted  into  heat 
through  one  way  or  another,  making  a 
hot  downtown  even  hotter. 

Toronto  has  to  keep  going  further  to 
get  its  building  materials.  In  the  1930s 
we  obtained  the  ingredients  for  con- 
crete from  Scarborough;  by  the  1970s 
we  were  going  100  km  away  from  the 
city  centre. 

Residential  solid  waste  has  gone 
down  significantly  as  a  result  of 
recycling,  but  commercial  waste,  ap- 
proximately 80  per  cent  of  all  our  city's 
waste,  does  not  release  its  statistics. 

Toronto  is  near  the  top  of  the  world 
in  energy  consumption,  which  means 
that  emissions  are  very  high  as  well. 
The  GTA  emits  14  tonnes  of  carbon 
dioxide  per  person  per  year,  a  result 
of  our  reliance  on  cars.  Kennedy  said 
this  relationship  is  related  to  density: 
Hong  Kong  is  very  dense  with  lower 
emissions  per  capita;  Houston  is  not 
so  dense  and  has  higher  emissions. 

Kennedy  said  that  even  if  we  could 
develop  a  hydrogen  fuel  cell,  it  would 
take  66  per  cent  more  power  com- 
ing from  Ontario's  energy  sources  to 
power  all  the  GTA's  cars  without  fos- 
sil fuels.  The  only  source  that  could 
be  stepped  up  like  that  is  nuclear,  he 
said. 

To  close  his  lecture  he  said  "If  there's 
one  underlying  message  it's  that  trans- 
portation is  the  biggie." 
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Arts  &  Entertainment 


II 


Spin  cycle 

As  we  wind  down  for  the  year  and  the 
pressures  of  exams  loom,  you  know  you 
need  some  good  tunes  more  than  ever. 
Dig  out  that  loose  change  from  under 
the  couch  and  head  to  your  friendly 
neighbourhood  record  shop  (or,  thanks 
to  last  week's  court  ruling,  there s  always 
the,  uh,  Internet).  Here's  a  roundup  of 
recent  notable  releases. 


byTABASSUMSIDDIQUI 

VARSITY  STAFF 


History  - 
controller.controller  (Pa- 
perBag) 

Finally,  a  buzz  band  we  can 
all  rally  behind — hardcore  kids, 
shake  hands  with  the  indie- 
rock  scenesters,  and  then  all  of 
you  get  down  and  dance.  That's 
right,  finally  the  local  masses 
have  a  reason  to  believe  the 
hype — local  'death  disco'  quintet 
controller.controller  went  from 
playing  underground  loft  par- 
ties to  signing  with  cool  indie 
label  Paper  Bag  within  a  matter 
of  months,  rising  on  swift  word 
of  mouth  and  enthusiastic  press 
for  their  black-clad,  red-lit  per- 
formances. 

That  could  have  all  been  for 
naught  had  their  debut  CD  not 
lived  up  to  the  momentum,  but  in- 
stead, controller  stepped  up  their 
game  for  History,  polishing  their 
sound  to  a  fine  dark  sheen.  Where 
vocalist  Nirmala  Basnayake  was 
once  hidden  in  the  shadows  mut- 
tering asides,  she  emerges  here 
as  a  force  to  be  reckoned  with, 
her  stylish,  detached  vocals 
brooking  no  nonsense  as  the 
band  builds  up  a  noisy  post-punk 
groove  behind  her. 

While  there's  clear  retro  refer- 
ence points  like  PiL  and  Gang  of 
Four  to  be  found  in  their  heavy- 
but-mefodic  template,  unlike 
many  of  their  hipster  peers,  con- 
troller sound  incredibly  fresh  and 
new  and  now.  They're  not  even 
afraid  to  wear  their  affiliations  on 
their  sleeves — "Disco  Blackout" 
(with  its  killer  "You  wanna  hear 
about  parallels?  How  'bout  the 
49'^?"  opening  salvo)  is  about 
last  summer's  lights-out  in  T.O. 
Seriously  sexy  stuff,  and  insanely 
addictive  to  boot — like  the  pop 
equivalent  of  crack  cocaine. 


College  Dropout  -  Kanye 
West  (Roc-A-Fella) 

Must  be  frustrating  being  a  su- 
perstar producer — you  make  other 
artists  sound  good,  they  score  a  hit 
song,  blow  up  big,  and  meanwhile, 
you  may  be  rich,  but  are  still  left 
in  the  shadows.  Kanye  West  could 
have  stayed  out  of  the  spotlight — 
well-known  as  the  producer  of 
choice  for  the  likes  of  everyone  from 
Jay-Z  ("The  Bounce")  to  Alicia  Keys 
("You  Don't  Know  My  Name") — but 
after  years  of  background  credits 
and  guest  spots,  the  triple-threat 
rapper/writer/producer  saved  the 
best  for  himself.  Smart  guy. 

Current  chart-riser  "All  Falls 
Down"  is  built  around  a  snippet  of 
a  track  from  Lauryn  Hill's  infamous 
MTV  Unplugged  meltdown  record — 
anyone  else  would  have  thanked 
West  for  possibly  singlehandedly 
resurrecting  their  career,  but  Hill 
refused  to  clear  the  sample,  so  soul 
singer  Syleena  Johnson  stepped  in 
to  croon  the  catchy  hook. 

Much  has  been  made  of  West's 
seeming  duality — he  declares  "I'm 
the  first  rapper  with  a  backpack 
and  a  Benz",  and  raps  as  easily 
about  guns  as  he  does  God,  but  this 
catch-all  lyrical  approach  seems  to 
be  more  a  canny  nod  to  commercial 
realities  rather  than  a  philosophical 
stance. 

That's  not  to  suggest  that  West 
has  little  to  say — in  fact,  from  the 
between-song  skits  (usually  anath- 
ema filler  on  hip-hop  CDs,  but  rela- 
tively amusing  and  relevant  here)  to 
skillful  wordplay  like  "1  gotta  apolo- 
gize to  Mos  and  Kweli/ls  it  cool  to 
rap  about  gold  if  1  told  the  world  1 
copped  it  from  Ghana  and  Mali?" 
("Breathe  in  Breathe  Out"),  West 
largely  delivers  the  goods.  Yeah, 
the  guest  appearances  are  stacked 
knee-high,  but  at  least  they're  all 
solid,  and  none  of  the  big  names 
(Jay-Z,  Common,  Mos  Def,  Twista) 
ever  quite  overshadow  the  main 
man.  Not  bad  for  a  self-professed 
dropout. 


Everything  Changed  -  Abra 
Moore  (Koch) 

Some  might  recall  underrated  Aus- 
tin singer-songwriter  Abra  Moore 
from  back  in  the  Lilith  Fair  era  with 
her  charming  Grammy-nominated 
radio  hit  "Four  Leaf  Clover".  In  the  en- 
suing six  years,  everything  changed 
(as  the  title  puts  it). 

After  pressure  to  become  yet  an- 
other Michelle  Branch  or  Vanessa 
Carlton  (artists  who,  let's  be  clear, 
were  influenced  by  the  likes  of  Moore 
in  the  first  place),  she  left  her  label  to 
make  her  album  the  way  she  wanted 
to.  Add  to  that  the  death  of  her  father, 
and  you'd  think  this  long-in-the- 
making  album  would  be  quite  dark 
and  downbeat. 

Though  a  more  mature  and  serene 
effort  than  her  previous  album, 
Moore  hones  her  melodic  folk-pop 
sound  with  interesting  and  unex- 
pected instrumental  touches  used 
not  as  mere  decoration,  but  as  an 
integral  part  of  the  songs.  Trumpet 
and  French  horn  elevate  lead  track 
"1  Do"  from  being  just  another  pretty, 
plaintive  pop  tune,  and  sweeping 
strings  blend  beautifully  with  banjo 
on  "If  You  Want  Me  To."  Moore's  lyr- 
ics are  still  diary-entry  vague,  and 
her  girlish  yelp  of  a  voice  remains 
an  acquired  taste,  but  she  uses  it  to 
good  effect  in  her  sweet-yet-strong 
songs. 


Feels  Like  Home  -  Nor2ih 
Jones  (Blue  Note/EMI) 

How  to  explain  the  seemingly  un- 
stoppable juggernaut  that  is  Norah 
Jones?  It's  simple — literally.  You  can't 
go  wrong  with  simple,  honest  music 
played  and  sung  beautifully.  Jones' 
new  disc  won't  come  as  a  surprise 
to  anyone  who  already  knows  her 
languid  coffeehouse  sound,  though 
Feels  Like  Home  expands  on  the  jazz/ 
folk  hybrid  of  her  debut  and  pushes  it 
into  more  countrified  territory  (befit- 
ting Jones'  Texas  roots),  with  guests 
like  The  Band  and  the  queen  of  coun- 
try herself,  Dolly  Parton,  moving 
things  into  somewhat  more  upbeat 
territory  (relatively  speaking). 

Jones  drops  her  studied  cool  on 
the  breezy  duet  with  Parton  ("Creep- 
ing In"),  sounding  like  she's  genuinely 
having  a  blast.  Burying  the  dead 
horse  that  is  the  incessant  "is-it-or- 
isn't-it-jazz"  debate.  Feels  Like  Home 
is  an  assured,  charming  follow-up 
that  sees  Jones  (who  co-writes  much 
of  the  material  this  time  around,  in- 
cluding a  nervy  move  to  pen  lyrics 
to  Duke  Ellington's  "Melancholia") 
growing  into  her  own  sound. 


All  of  Our  Names  -  Sarah 
Harmer  (Universal/Zoe) 

'Fess  up,  you're  in  love  with 
Sarah  Harmer.  First  she  was  the 
kick-ass  frontwoman  for  scrappy 
Kingston  rockers  Weeping  Tile, 
then  the  record  of  old  standards 
she  made  for  her  dad  {Songs  for 
Cleni)  proved  so  irresistible  that  it 
became  her  first  solo  release,  and 
finally  her  proper  debut,  You  Were 
Here — an  infectious  bridge  be- 
tween the  Tile's  pop  instincts  and 
the  sweet  folk  and  bluegrass  of  the 
Clem  covers — sealed  the  deal. 

In  short,  we've  had  Harmer's 
unmistakable  voice  somewhere  at 
the  back  of  our  heads  for  nearly  a 
decade  now,  and  the  infatuation 
will  doubtless  continue  with  this 
wonderful  new  disc,  an  under- 
stated collection  of  songs  that  are 
as  tuneful  as  they  are  clever. 

There's  a  serene,  warm  beauty 
to  the  entire  album,  which  Harmer 
recorded  at  her  country  home  out- 
side of  Kingston  with  co-producer 
Marty  Kinack.  These  new  songs 
have  that  elusive  magical  quality 
of  being  almost  instantly  familiar 
the  very  first  time  you  hear  them. 
"Pendulums"  kicks  things  off  with 
a  hint  of  what  to  expect — richly 
textured  harmonies  over  an  un- 
cluttered acoustic  arrangement. 

Lyrically,  Harmer's  a  little  older, 
a  little  wiser,  and  best  of  all,  still 
unabashedly  Canadian,  with 
knowing  lines  like  "1  came  down 
the  dark  road,  both  arms  under 
my  coat/And  my  breath  is  nearly 
freezing  my  eyes  closed"  ("Greet- 
ing Card  Aisle").  If  You  Were  Here 
heralded  a  strong  solo  career  for 
Harmer,  All  of  Our  Names  confirms 
her  as  one  of  the  most  vital  song- 
writers of  our  time. 


Bee  Hives  -  Broken  Social 
Scene  (Arts&Crafts) 

Leave  it  to  Toronto's  beloved  in- 
die-rock collective  to  confound 
all  expectations,  following  their 
sma«h  You  Forgot  It  In  People 
album  with  a  small  EP  of  quiet, 
dreamy  b-sides  and  outtakes. 
Culled  from  early  embryonic 
recordings  (from  their  pre- 
supergroup  era  when  BSS  was 
little  more  than  Kevin  Drew  and 
Brendan  Canning  futzing  around 
in  their  basement),  tracks  laid 
down  more  recently  during  rare 
downtime,  and  live  radio  session 
material,  Bee  Hives  is  the  id  to 
m/P's  ego. 
It's  always  been  somewhat  sur- 


prising that  this  unwieldy  band 
with  such  a  fiercely  idiosyncratic 
sound  has  become  so  darn  popu- 
lar, and  the  sprawling  sound- 
scapes  presented  here  just  serve 
to  underscore  that.  But  while 
the  overall  wistful  sound  of  this 
album  contrasts  starkly  with  the 
cerebral  pop  of  YFIIP,  the  two  are 
still  companion  pieces,  with  this 
collection  acting  as  a  stepping- 
stone  to  the  next  full-length.  The 
best  bits  of  YFIIP  are  recycled 
into  something  completely  new 
and  equally  marvellous  ("Da  Da 
Dada"  lifts  the  glorious  hook  of 
rocker  "Almost  Crimes"  to  good 
effect). 

The  transcendant  moments  on 
the  disc  come  when  the  BSS  boys' 
club  lets  the  girls  in  to  play — 
Metric's  Emily  Haines  drives  an 
eerie  refrain  into  your  skull  with 
her  sweet,  sweet  voice  on  "Back- 
yards", and  star-in-the-making 
Leslie  Feist  (just  wait  until  her  al- 
bum drops  in  May)'s  stark  piano- 
and-vox  take  on  "Lover's  Spit"  is 
enough  to  give  you  goosebumps. 


Get  Away  From  Me  -  Nellie 
McKay  (Columbia) 

Okay,  let's  get  this  straight — 19- 
year  old  chick  from  New  York  who 
sings  jazzy  songs,  raps  every  now 
and  then,  sometimes  makes  up  en- 
tire songs  in  languages  she  doesn't 
even  speak.  Oh,  and  she  was 
kicked  out  of  music  school  along 
the  way.  Gee,  I  wonder  why? 

Perhaps  we  have  entered  an 
alternate  universe  where  anyone 
that  bucks  the  plasticized,  over- 
marketed  norm  by  doing  some- 
thing out  of  the  ordinary  is  to  be 
summarily  lauded,  but  forgive  me 
if  the  recent  salivation  over  the 
very  blond,  very  perky  Ms.  McKay 
by  the  critical  establishment 
smacks  oddly  of  the  same  sort  of 
false  hype  that  drives  the  rest  of 
the  industry. 

First  things  first — yes,  the  girl 
is  capable  of  writing  some  in- 
sanely clever  lyrics  ("Well  now  1 
don't  mean  to  offend,  much/just 
comprehend/when  you're  female 
and  you're  fenced  in  and/phen- 
phened  to  no  end  and  no  zen  guide 
to  men  will  help  you  fend  off  the/ 
brethren"),  but  a  double-disc(!)  of 
this  endless  stream-of-conscious- 
ness  is  rather  self-indulgent,  not 
to  mention  that  it  wears  thin 
rather  quickly.  The  less  said  about 
the  'rapping'  the  better  (to  quote 
News  editor  Ryan  Kennedy:  "It's 
like  listening  to  someone's  older 
sister  trying  to  rap.  Painful."). 

Eclecticism  and  all-around 
kookiness  has  its  place  in  pop  mu- 
sic— but  it's  just  difficult  to  fathom 
why  no  less  a  figure  than  Geoff 
Emerick  (the  Beatles'  longtime 
engineer)  would  be  bamboozled 
into  producing  this  strange  beast. 
So  far  McKay's  just  an  interesting 
hipster  curio — be  interesting  to 
see  if  the  public  is  as  gullible  as 
the  critics  and  the  scenesters. 
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A  sequel  by  any  yardstick 

W^/7//!f      Pi^rry,  the  next  great  comedic  duo?  Our  writer  thinks  not. 
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Are  you  thinking  of  faking  an  illness 
to  get  that  final  exam  deferred?  Don't 
read  any  farther  then,  because  this 
shocking  news  may  just  push  you 
over  that  edge.  New  comedy  The 
Whole  Ten  Yards  opens  this  Friday, 
starring  the  comedic  talents  of  both 
Bruce  Willis  and  Matthew  Perry. 
This  story  picks  up  where  the  pre- 
quel.  The  Whole  Nine  Yards,  left  off 
some  three  years  ago. 

Tough-as-nails  hit  man  Jimmy 
"The  Tulip"  Tudeski  (Willis)  has 


LSAT  MCAT 
GMAT  GRE 

Preparation  Seminars 


■  Complete  30-Hour  Seminars 

■  Proven  Test-Taking  Strategies 

■  Personalized  Professional  Instruction 

■  Compretiensive  Study  Materials 

■  Simulated  Practice  Exams 

■  Free  Repeat  Policy 

■  Personal  Tutoring  Available 

■  Thousands  of  Satisfied  Students 

Oxford  Seminars 

416-924-3240 
1-800-269-6719 


www.oxfferdseininars.coni 


Promotional  items? 

artilc.eorri 

Rush  service,  great  value? 


uniforms    clocks  "^^s 


Custom  Printing  &  Embroidery 
Rush  Service,  On-Time  Delivery 


retired  from  his  former  business 
of  killing  to  inhabit  a  cozy  and 
quiet  beachfront  bungalow  south 
of  the  border  in  Baja,  Mexico.  This 
arrangement  came  about  after  he 
narrowly  escaped  the  wrath  of  the 
Gogolak  family  crime  syndicate,  and 
cleverly  fooled  the  pursuing  Feds 
by  faking  his  own  death  with  phony 
dental  records  supplied  to  him 
courtesy  of  his  friend  and  onetime 
neighbour  Nicholas  "Oz"  Oseransky, 
D.D.S.  (Perry).  Tudeski  is  happy  to 
leave  his  hit  man  days  in  the  past, 
and  has  taken  up  an  appreciation  of 
the  simpler  things  in  life,  like  dusting 
his  furniture.  However,  this  painless 
life  is  soon  to  become  quite  compli- 
cated. 

Without  warning,  Tudeski's  new 
life  is  invaded  by  his  past.  Oz  ap- 
pears out  of  the  blue,  desperate  for 
the  ex-hit  man's  help  in  rescuing  his 
new  wife,  who  has  been  kidnapped 
by  the  paroled  Gogolak  matriarch, 
Lazlo  (Kevin  Pollack).  Lazlo,  bent 
on  avenging  the  death  of  his  favorite 
son,  Yanni,  who  died  at  the  hands  of 
Tudeski,  has  secretly  followed  the 
distressed  Oz  right  to  the  front  door 
of  Jimmy's  Mexican  hideaway. 

Got  all  that?  Considering  that  the 
prequel  debuted  almost  four  years 
ago,  and  grossed  a  modestly  suc- 
cessful $57.3  million  at  the  box  office, 
it  seems  odd  that  anyone  who  saw 
the  first  film  would  still  care  enough 
to  insist  on  the  production  of  a  se- 
quel. Correction — odd  anywhere 
other  than  Hollywood.  The  demand 
for  a  second  picture  came  not  from 
a  grassroots  campaign  staged  by 
screaming  masses  of  die-hard  fans 
of  The  Whole  Nine  Yards,  nor  did 
it  come  from  a  selfish  writer  who 
had  penned  a  trilogy  in  advance.  It 
would  appear  as  though  the  collec- 
tive will  of  the  original  cast  was  be- 
hind the  creative  bootstrapping  that 


led  to  the  production  of  this  film. 

"TTie  Whole  Ten  Yards  was  a  result 
of  spontaneous  combustion  when 
the  original  cast  reconvened  at  the 
press  junket  for  The  Whole  Nine 
Yards"  explains  the  production 
notes  for  the  film.  "They  immediately 
fell  into  their  old  rapport  and  began 
to  reminisce  about  the  good  times 
they  had  together  shooting  the  film 
and  developing  their  quirky  charac- 
ters." That's  it?  That's  all  it  takes  to 
get  a  sequel  made  these  days?  The 
cast  saw  each  other  for  the  first  time 
in  a  year,  actually  got  along,  and 
had  some  vague  ideas  for  a  sequel? 
If  that's  all  it  takes,  then  please, 
please,  someone  get  Charlie  Sheen 
and  Michael  Biehn  back  together 
and  see  if  they  can  write  the  script  to 
Navy  Seals  2 ! 

Whatever  the  case,  there  is  no 
sidestepping  the  fact  that  Bruce 
Willis  and  Matthew  Perry  are  big 
names  at  the  box  office.  Perry  has 
just  ended  his  ten-year  relationship 
with  Friends  and  Willis  has  starred 
in  such  theatrical  masterpieces  as 
Look  Who's  Talking,  Look  Who's  Talk- 
ing Too,  The  Fifth  Element,  and  The 
Sixth  Sense. 

The  two,  who  have  enjoyed  a  lot 
of  success  apart,  say  that  they  are 
not  afraid  to  collaborate:  "We've  got 
good  chemistry  between  us,  and  I 
say  that — and  Fm  as  straight  as  they 
come — but  I  do  have  good  chem- 
istry with  Mr.  Bruce  Willis,"  quips 
Perry  on  the  line  from  Los  Angeles. 
He's  promoting  the  film  in  tandem 
with  Willis,  who  jokingly  adds,  "We 
do  have  fun.  We  kind  of  know  each 
other's  timing  and  have  been  fool- 
ing around  for  two  films  now,  and  in 
real  life."  So  are  plans  in  the  works 
for  The  Whole  Eleven  Yards?  Perry 
would  only  speculate:  "We  would 
love  to  work  together  in  the  future. 
We  have  a  blast  together". 
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Dizzie-ing  talent 

The  future  of  hip-hop  is  here.  And  he's  a 
i^-y  ear-old  kid  from  East  London. 


byTABASSUMSIDDIQUI 

VARSITY  STAFF  


The  future  of  tiip-hop  is  sitting  across 
from  me.  But  darned  if  tfie  VxA  slumped 
into  ttie  plusfi  fiotel  armcliair  doesn't 
look  like  your  typical  wannabe-gang- 
sta  teenager — oversized  sneakers, 
jeans  cuffed  just  so.  But  not  many  19- 
year-olds  can  claim  a  prize-winning 
debut  album,  or  boast  about  creating 
what  just  may  be  a  whole  new  kind  of 
sound. 

That's  why  Dizzie  Rascal's  sitting 
here  in  a  Toronto  hotel  lobby,  far  from 
his  home  in  the  UK,  answering  gushing 
journalists'  questions  for  the  second 
straight  day  in  a  row.  His  very  first 
show  in  North  America  goes  down 
tonight,  but  instead  of  being  a  bundle 
of  nerves,  he's  all  grins  and  rapid-fire 
conversation.  Not  unlike  his  record — 
while  last  year's  Boy  in  the  Comer 
isn't  a  barrel  of  laughs  with  its  stark 
portrayal  of  London's  mean  streets, 
his  unique  rapping  style  is  mirrored  in 
the  way  he  talks — a  catch-me-if-you- 
can  barrage  of  verbosity  that  ducks, 
weaves,  and  lands  a  punch  when  you 
least  expect  it. 

"It  was  more  to  do  with  if  1  make 
something  and  it  doesn't  sound  like 
nothing  else  that  was  around,  like, 
say,  garage  or  jungle,  it  didn't  matter," 
Dizzie  explains  in  his  thick  Cockney 
drawl.  "And  1  just  tried  to  find  some- 
thing interesting  to  put  over  it  lyrically. 
That  started  from  school,  and  since  I 
left  school  and  started  using  a  proper 
studio,  1  just  carried  on,  carried  on. 


carried  on...  And  the  whole  pirate 
radio  element  and  the  raves  added  to 
it — that  whole  frantic,  spontaneous 
MC-ing,  spitting  mad  for  two  hours. . .  it 
all  added  to  the  music,  the  style  of  it." 

Immersed  in  the  garage  and  jungle 
sounds  that  dominated  the  London 
scene  but  wanting  desperately  to  pro- 
duce something  different,  the  young 
rapper  hit  upon  a  clever  solution — he 
realized  that  his  scattershot  flow  went 
well  with  abrasive  UKG  beats.  The  ma- 
terial was  dark  and  jagged  to  suit  the 
music — young  Dylan  Mills  bounced 
aimlessly  from  school  to  school,  more 
into  hanging  out  on  street  corners 
than  the  hallways  of  academia.  It  took 
a  teacher  who  noticed  his  interest 
in  music  to  steer  him  away  from  the 
streets  and  into  the  studio. 

"What  he  did  was  give  me  spare 
time  in  school  at  a  time  where  my 
school  career  was  just  rotten,"  he  re- 
calls. "Before  school,  lunchtime,  after 
school,  to  use  the  computer  room.  So 
when  it  came  to  giving  my  big-ups  on 
the  back  of  the  album,  1  had  to  mention 
Mr.  Smith.  He  took  a  real  interest  in  me 
and  1  was  able  to  start  making  music 
because  of  it." 

Doesn't  quite  sound  like  the  kind  of 
thing  50  Cent  would  go  around  talking 
about,  now  does  it?  While  Dizzie's  had 
his  own  beefs  with  fellow  UK  crew  So 
Solid  (who  are  rumoured  to  be  behind 
his  stabbing  in  Cyprus  last  summer), 
instead  of  thuggish  posturing,  his 
songs  are  like  short  stories  from  the 
projects  of  east  London.  "1  Luv  U" 
offers  up  a  he-said/she-said  tale  of 


teen  pregnancy,  full  of  raw  anger  and 
yet  surprising  understanding.  Equally 
poignant  is  "Brand  New  Day",  which 
eschews  the  violence  so  often  glorified 
in  today's  mainstream  hip-hop. 

"With  my  album,  1  wanted  to  talk 
some  real  stuff.  Not  champagne  and 
dealing  and  a  lot  of  the  cliche  stuff.  I 
wanted  to  address  some  real  issues 
and  put  some  life  into  the  music,"  he 
explains.  "1  might  as  well  talk  some- 
thing worth  listening  to,  know  what  1 
mean?  It  isn't  all  just  dark,  or  about 
the  streets — some  of  it  is  comical,  hu- 
morous, even.  It  was  interesting  to  see 
what  1  could  come  up  with." 

What  he  came  up  with  was  a  criti- 
cal and  commercial  hit.  Reviewers  at 
home  and  across  the  pond  wasted  no 
time  in  anointing  the  young  rapper  the 
new  saviour  of  hip-hop,  and  Boy  in  the 
Corner  sold  over  200,000  copies  in  the 
UK  alone. 

"In  a  way,  it's  interesting  to  hear  what 


people  have  got  to  say  about  what 
you're  doing,  or  how  they  perceive  it. 
I'm  still  going  to  get  on  with  what  I  do, 
regardless,  but  it  is  interesting  to  hear, 
man.  It's  amazing  that  people  are  feel- 
ing it  and  that  it's  managed  to  reach 
this  far.  I'm  grateful,"  Dizzie  enthuses. 

A  big  part  of  the  record's  success 
was  its  unexpected  win  of  Britain's 
prestigious  Mercury  Prize.  The  small 
debut  record  with  its  strange  beats 
and  quick  Anglo  slang  masquerading 
as  hip-hop  beat  out  the  likes  of  Cold- 
play,  Radiohead,  and  The  Darkness  for 
the  honour. 

"I  was  baffled.  It  was  overwhelm- 
ing," exclaims  Dizzie,  nearly  falling 
out  of  his  chair  as  he  leans  forward  for 
emphasis.  "I'm  the  first  black  person  to 
ever  win  it,  I'm  the  youngest  person 
to  ever  win  it.  And  that's  not  even 
the  point — it  was  one  in  a  thousand 
applicants — it  was  my  first  album,  it 
only  just  got  nominated  because  it 


came  out  at  the  right  time.  I  had  just 
came  straight  from  the  underground, 
basically,  no  mainstream  success,  so 
it  was  just  amazing  to  win." 

So  young,  so  talented,  so  successful. 
So  far?  Things  have  gone  beyond  his 
wildest  dreams  at  home,  but  there's 
that  little  matter  of  breaking  into  the 
North  American  market.  Ignore  the 
(media-fuelled)  hype,  the  MC  shrugs. 
The  music  will  speak  for  itself. 

Later  that  night  at  the  Mod  Club  The- 
atre, the  uncomfortably  packed  house 
listens  to  DJs  spin  some  tasty  garage 
cuts,  but  they're  a  typical  Toronto 
crowd,  stiff  and  restless.  That  is,  until 
Dizzie  Rascal  and  his  two-man  back- 
ing crew  (a  DJ  and  another  MC)  take 
the  stage.  With  laser  beams  cutting 
through  clouds  of  dry  ice,  and  some 
fans  near  the  front  of  the  stage  wav- 
ing a  huge  British  flag,  Dizzie  opens 
his  mouth  and  lets  fly.  And  the  crowd 
hangs  on  every  last  word  for  close  to 
an  hour.  He  freestyles  like  a  champion. 
He  says  nice  things  about  T.O.  And 
sounds  like  he  means  it.  He  stands  on 
the  massive  stage  looking  very  small 
and  very  young.  But  the  words.  They 
come  fast,  and  they  come  furious. 

With  the  Toronto  stop  one  of  only 
two  North  American  dates  scheduled 
for  Dizzie  on  this  go-around  (the  other 
was  New  York)  -  it  might  be  premature 
to  predict  a  warm  welcome  on  these 
shores  for  the  rap  prodigy.  He  may 
have  proved  himself  at  the  Mod  Club 
that  night,  but  he's  not  taking  anjrthing 
for  granted,  willing  to  work  hard  and 
push  himself  to  do  even  better. 

"It's  amazing  to  come  a  thousand 
miles  away  from  home,  and  people 
are  listening  and  liking  it  -  makes  me 
want  to  just  get  back  in  the  studio  and 
do  more!"  he  declares.  "I'm  a  big  fan  of 
just  music,  full  stop.  And  to  have  the 
ability  to  make  music  for  me  is  just  a 
big  blessing,  and  it's  mad  to  be  at  this 
level  where  I  can  contribute.  I  can't 
think  of  anything  better." 


Earn  $1000  -  $3000  per  week. 

No  experience  necessary. 

Transportation  provided. 

Women  Run  Agency. 

Call  Sandra 
416-587-3606 


Student  Housing 
Service  Events 


U  n  i  V  ©  r-  s  1  c  >'  of  To  r  o  n  t : 


To  Help  you  with  your  Off-Campus  Housing  Needs 
Leases,  Subletting  &  Your  Rights  as  a  Tenant 


Wednesday,  April  14* 
12:00  pm -2:00  pm 
Student  Services  Room  313 
Koffler  Student  Services  Centre 
214  College  Street 


Come  for 
LUNCH! 
Pizza  will 
be  served! 


This  workshop  will  be  presented  by  the 
Federation  of  Metro  Tenants,  Toronto's 
main  source  on  tenant  &  landlord  rights  and 
obligations. 

Useful  information  for  both  first-time  renters 
and  those  who  are  in  the  process  of  moving  will 
include:  understanding  your  lease  agreement, 
subletting  or  assigning  your  lease  with  your 
landlords's  consent,  giving  proper  notice,  repairs 
and  maintenance. 


Summer  Sublet  Saturday 


Saturday,  April  17'^ 
10:00  am -3:00  pm 
Student  Housing  Service 
Koffler  Student  Services  Centre 
214  College  Street 


Meet  with  other  students  looking  for  &  renting 
out  summer  housing  in  Toronto,  advertise  your 
sublet  on  our  registry  (free  ad  for  UT  students!), 
pick-up  sublet  forms,  and  view  our  extensive 
rental  listings  of  summer  &  long-term 
accommodation. 

PLUS!  @  10am  A  representative  from  the 
Federation  of  Metro  Tenants  will  answer  your 
questions  about  renting  &  subletting  in  Toronto! 


http://eir.library.utoronto.ca/StudentHousing 


Tel.  416.978.8045  or  housing.services@utoronto.ca  1 
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VARSITY  PUBLICATIONS 
STATEMENT  OF  OPERATIONS 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  APRIL  30,  2003 


REVENUE 

Advertising 
Student  levy 
Other 


2003 


$  391,383 
46, 149 
556 


2002 


$  345,369 
42, 559 
3,  566 


Total  Revenue 


438, 088 


391, 494 


EXPENSES 


Salaries, commissions  and  benefits 

232, 720 

232, 149 

Printing 

114, 175 

137,454 

Supplies,  equipment  rental  and  repair 

20, 771 

26, 024 

Canadian  University  Press  fees 

10,619 

12,307 

Telephone  and  Postage 

6,908 

7,  264 

Travel 

8,240 

11, 723 

Delivery 

10,709  ■ 

9,850 

Professional  fees 

10, 690 

6,582 

Computer  support  services 

8,  970 

Advertising  and  promotion 

323 

3,055 

Acquisition  of  capital  assets   (Note  3) 

5,255 

Boards  and  committees 

420 

300 

Insurance 

1,495 

1,252 

Bank  charges  and  interest 

891  . 

Subscriptions 

543 

1,  362 

Total  Expenses 

Excess/ (Deficit)  of 

revenues  over  expenses 


432, 729 


449,322 


5,359       $  (57,828) 


VARSITY  PUBLICATIONS 
STATEMENT  OF  FINANCIAL  POSITION 
AS  AT  APRIL  30,  2003 


CURRENT  ASSETS 

Cash 

Accounts  receivable  (less 
allowance  for  doubtful  accounts 
2003   -   $3,049   ,    2002   -   $  3,049) 

Accounts  receivable  -  interest 

Prepaid  expenses 


2003 

51, 103 
85, 216 
9 

2,  362 


2002 

$  72,141 

63 , 166 

12 
1,300 


Total  Assets 


$  138, 690       $  136, 619 


CURRENT  LIABILITIES 

Accounts  payable  and  accrued 
liabilities 


NET  ASSETS 

Internally  restricted  for 

equipment  acquisitions 
Unrestricted  net  assets 

Total  Net  Assets 


$     18,356       $  21,644 


77, 886 

42, 448 

120, 334 


77, 886 
37, 089 

114, 975 


Total  Liabilities  and  Net  Assets 


$  138,690       $  136,619 


Approved  on  behalf        the  Board 


Director 


Director 
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Scandinavian  sport  sweeps  the  nation 

Floorball — hockey's  indoor,  no-contact  cousin — takes  U  of  Thy  storm 


byMATTSOMERS 

VARSITY  STAFF 


Think  of  floor  hockey.  Now  add 
boards,  take  away  the  physical  play, 
decrease  the  length  of  the  stick  and 
make  the  game  co-ed.  What  you  are 
left  with  is  floorball:  the  new  sport 
that  is  starting  to  sweep  its  way 
across  North  America. 

At  U  of  T,  the  floorball  scene  has 
steadily  been  gaining  momentum 
over  the  last  few  years.  The  floorball 
club  was  founded  in  2002  and  so 
far  has  held  weekly  practices  and  a 
successful  campus-wide  intramural 
tournament. 

"We  have  about  30  to  40  people  out 
every  week"  said  enthusiastic  begin- 
ner Os  Matias  of  the  weekly  meetings. 
"We  play  in  the  upper  gym  of  the 
Athletic  Centre  (AC)  Saturdays  from 
3-5  pm.  The  official  game  is  three  20 
minute  periods." 

Juha  Mikkola  is  the  current  chair- 
person and  founder  of  the  U  of  T  floor- 
ball  club,  and  has  been  instrumental 
in  organizing  floorball  events  at  the 
school  for  the  last  two  years.  Johanna 
Kytola  is  the  current  president  of  the 
women's  floorball  team. 

Mikkola  points  out  that  floorball 
began  almost  20  years  ago  in  Scan- 
dinavia: "It's  governing  body,  the  In- 
ternational Floorball  Federation,  was 
founded  in  1986  and  already  has  31 
national  members  overseeing  3,600 
club  teams  and  213,000  registered 
players... From  its  humble  beginnings 
as  an  alternative  to  floor  hockey  in 
Swedish  and  Finnish  universities, 
floorball  has  grown  to  an  internation- 
al game  played  professionally  in  front 
of  crowds  of  15,000  and  more." 

Mikkola  came  to  U  of  T  from  a 
California  school  that  had  a  floorball 
team.  "At  Cal  Tech  there  was  a  floor- 
ball  group,  and  1  thought  it  natural  to 
continue  playing  here,"  he  explained. 
"When  I  transferred  to  U  of  T  I  was 
surprised  there  was  no  team,  so  I 
decided  to  set  one  up." 

Kytola,  who  has  been  women's 


Brett  Stein  (\ef\)  rushes  in  at  a  U  of  T  floorball  practice  last  week.  The  inaugural  Canada  Cup  Floorball  Championship  is 
coming  to  U  of  T's  Athletic  Centre  April  10-11. 


D0UG6IBB0NS 


president  since  the  summer  of  2002, 
is  a  woman  in  a  sport  that  has  been 
male-dominated  thus  far  at  this 
university.  However,  she  has  noticed 
that  women  are  slowly  starting  to 
filter  into  practices  and  join  the  or- 
ganization. 

"As  with  most  stick  sports,  it  [floor- 
ball]  tends  to  be  male-dominated 
which  of  course  means  our  numbers 
(in  female  players)  are  not  so  high. 


Fortunately  more  and  more  women 
are  coming  out,"  she  said.  "Because 
of  the  non-contact  nature  of  floorball, 
it  is  an  ideal  co-ed  sport." 

Kytola  believes  that  both  men  and 
women  can  compete  at  the  same  level 
in  the  floorball,  but  also  noted  that  it 
is  time  for  women  to  have  their  own 
teams — on  both  the  university  and 
national  level:  "Female  players  are 
able  to  compete  with  the  boys  just 


fine.  We  are  hoping  to  set  up  a  recruit- 
ment campaign  geared  specifically 
towards  recruiting  more  women  to 
play.  It  would  be  ideal  to  get  a  sepa- 
rate women's  team  for  next  year,  es- 
pecially since  Canada  does  not  have  a 
women's  national  team  yet.  That  way 
we  could  create  a  national  team  from 
our  players." 

On  an  international  note,  U  of  T  is 
set  to  be  the  host  of  the  inaugural 


Canada  Cup  Floorball  Championship, 
to  be  held  on  April  10-11. 

"The  tournament  itself  boasts 
several  teams  whose  members  have 
played  or  continue  to  play  profes- 
sionally in  Europe,"  said  U  of  T  team 
member  Fahad  Siddiqui.  "Knowing 
that  we  face  stiff  competition,  the  To- 
ronto team  is  working  hard  to  make 

Continued  on  next  page 


Catch  our  Spring  and 
Summer  courses. 


Want  to  keep  ahead  of  the  game? 

Ryerson  offers  a  variety  of  university  credit,  continuing 
education  coui"ses  over  the  Spring  and  Summer  terms  for  you 
to  choose  from.  You  can  make  up  a  failed  course,  redo 
one  to  obtain  a  better  grade,  lighten  your  load  for  next  year 
or  take  a  required  Liberal  Studies  course. 

Flexible  learning  options. 

There  are  convenient  ways  to  learn  like  distance  education 
courses  that  allow  you  to  study  anywhere.  Plus,  weekend, 
evening  and  intensive  courses  offered  on  campus. 


Classes  start  soon. 

Our  Spring  Term  starts  on  May  3rd  followed  by  our 
Summer  Term  beginning  on  June  21st. 

Step  up  to  the  plate.  Register  today! 

View  our  calendar  online  at:  www.ryerson.ca/ce. 
Or  call  416.979.5035. 


RYERSON  UNIVERSfPr' 

CONTINUING  EDUCATION 
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LASER  VISION  CORRECTION 


Andrew  Tay 

20,000  L 
procedu 


tMark  Cohen, 
20,000  Lasik  Wm 
procedures 


Avi  Walterstein,  MO 

20,000  Lasik 
procedures 


Experience 

Across  Canada,  LASIK  MD 
doctors  have  performed  over 
100,000  laser  vision  correction 
procedures,  more  than  any 
other  group. 

Technology 

We  offer  patients  state-of-the-art 
technology  and  eye  evaluation 
equipment,  including  the 
Bausch  &  Lomb  Zyoptix  laser. 

Results 

The  large  majority  of  our 
patients  achieve  20/20  vision. 
Those  are  results  you  can  see. 


FINANCING  AVAILABLE 


Our  fee  covers:  pre-procedure  exanninations,  laser 
treatment  and  follow-up. 

*  Valid  until  March  31 ,  2004. 

Prices  may  vary  based  on  prescription  strength. 

Applicable  to  surgery  of  both  eyes. 


Prices 

starting  at 


EXCELLENT  CARE 


#  /I  C*/i^  ilif^n  THAT'S  AFFORDABLE 

LMJIfK  mU  (4^e)  DOCTORS 


(416)  362-8677 


Montreal  •  Toronto  •  Mississauga  •  Niagara  Falls  •  Ottawa  •  Calgary 


1-866-366-2020  •  www.lasikmd.com 


Classifieds 


SPERM  DONORS  NEEDED 

Looking  for  men  between  the  ages  of 
18-38  to  participate  in  a  sperm  donor 
program  that  pays  up  to  $190  weekly. 
Call  XYTEX  at  416-924-3021. 

CAMP  COUNSELORS  WANTED 

For  private  Michigan  boys/gilrs  camps. 
Teach!  Swimming,  canoeing,  skiing,  sail- 
ing, sports,  computers,  tennis,  archery, 
riding,  crafts,  climbing,  golf,  guitar  & 
more!  Office  maintenance  jobs  too. 
Salary  $1750  on  up  plus  room/bd.  Apply 
online  www.greenwoodscamp.com,  or 
call  888-459-2492. 

HELP  WANTED 

Tutoring,  dance  instructors,  bar  staff, 
waiter/waitress,  ESL  teachers  needed. 
Contact:  416-993-2771. 

MEMORY  RESEARCH 

First  language  must  be  English.  You  do 
not  abuse  &  have  ever  been  addicted  to 
drugs/alcohol.  You  will  be  paid  for  your 
time.  416-.535-8501  -X4923. 

GRADUATE  DEBT  FREE! 

Guaranteed  chance  to  become  one 
of  the  newest  and  largest  wave  of  mil- 
lionaires in  history  within  6  months  to  5 
years.  $20  US  to  join.  1-866-966-2333 

STUDENT  WORK 

Many  openings  across  Canada.  Flexible 
schedules  available.  Work  in  customer 
sales/service.  Scholarships  possible. 
Conditions  apply  For  a  great  starting  pay 
apply  at:  workforstudents.com 

MYSTERY  SHOPPERS 

Urgently  wanted.  Fun  &  Perfect  for 
students.  Flexible  hours,  Excellent  pay, 
PT/FT.  FREE:  Dining,  Shopping,  Movie, 
Video,  Travel  &  Merchandise.  Call  416- 

760-6928. 

PRIVATE  TUITION  REQUIRED 

UK  lawyer  requires  private  tuition  for 
National  Accreditation  Committee 
exams  in  Constitutional  Law  and  Law  on 
Taxation.  Hours  flexible  416-944-0791. 


ROOM  FOR  SUBLET-HURON  &  BLOOR 

Laundry,  hardwoodflrs,  DSL  Internet  and 
Phone  included,  can  furnish,  move  in 
early  May  to  early  June,  call  416-964-7981. 

WASAGA  BEACH  INTERNATIONAL 
HOTEL  &  GUESTHOUSE 

1  1/2  hour  north  of  Toronto.  $20/night, 
$125/week.  Min.  2  nights.  Easy  bus 
access,  www.ziggysinternational.com 
416-712-3131,705-422-1088. 


TEACH  ENGLISH  OVERSEAS! 

One  day  TESOL  workshop  Saturday,  May 
15.  Student  price:  $35  www.goteach.ca 
1-866-912-4465. 

PARKING 

Excellent  spaces,  Spadina  and  Willcocks, 
opposite  New  College  and  Earth  Sciences, 
personalized  signs  showing  spaces 
reserved  24  hours,  $75  a  month,  call  Mark 
416-944-0805. 


ARE  YOU  TIRED  OF  BEING  A  CHRONIC 
HAIRPULLER? 

Therapy  can  help.  Reasonable  costs.  Call 
for  information:  Dr  Kelly  and  Dr  Guo, 
416-597-2614. 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Explore  avenues  of  greater  self-aware- 
ness, personal  well-being  and  enhanced 
productivity  Flexible  fee  scale.  Toronto 
trained.  Dana  Carciumaru.  M.A., 
O.A.C.C.P.R  Tel:  416-457-1878. 

STUDY  MEDICINE  IN  EUROPE 

www.medical-school.ca 
canadian-info@medical-school.ca 

ESSAY  RESEARCH  &  ASSISTANCE 

Any  subjects  A  to  Z:  Anthropol- 
ogy, Business,  Commerce,  Drama, 
East  Asian  studies.  Zoology.  Highly 
qualified  graduates  will  help!  Call  416- 
960-9042,  Fax:  416-960-0240,  Email: 
customessav@bellnet.ca 

ESSAY/THESIS  EDITING  EXCELLENCE 

Satisfaction,  originality  and  high  mark 
guaranteed.  Also  resumes  and  grad/ 
MBA/law/med/ivy  league  admittance 
applications.  Since  1983.  Compufiow. 
416/539-9443, 


www.BookSpook.com 

books  buy  sell  trade. 

VINYL  RECORDS  &  CDs 

High  quality,  hand-picked  selection. 
Major  &  minor  musical  genres. 
We  buy  and  sell.  3  minutes  S  of  College 
&  St.  George,  18  Baldwin.  416-979-2822. 
Around  Again  Records. 


HELP 

With  your  personal  concerns.  Relation- 
ships, self-esteem,  self-exploration, 
sexuality,  anxiety,  depression,  loss, 
trauma.  Moderate,  negotiable  fees.  Day, 
evening,  weekend  appointments.  St. 
George/Bloor  Roger  Spalding,  M,A„ 
S.T.B.,  Psychoanalytic  psychotherapist, 
416-.323-3425, 


PREPARE  FOR  EXAMS  NOW 

Tutor,  35  years'  experience  specializing 
in  MATH  133,135,136, 235,  CHM  138, 139, 
247,  PHYS  110,  STATS  221,  ECO  220.  Past 
tests  and  exams  with  solutions  available 
for  practice  (416)  785-8898. 

TOO  MANY  ESSAYS 
TOO  LITTLE  TIME? 

Essay  Experts  Can  Help!  We  provide 
essay  writing/editing/research  ser- 
vices. Professional  writers.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed!  No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 
1-877-974-TEXT  Essayexperts.ca 

HELP  WITH  FRENCH 

Teacher  from  France,  translator  for 
15  years,  tutor  for  8  years,  worked  for 
U  of  T  &  Glendon  College  Professors. 
Conversations,  proofreading,  writing, 
essays,  research,  exam  preparation. 
416-429-8918. 


Varsity  Classifieds  cost  $11.00  for  25  words.  ($9.00  each  for  6  or  more  ads.)  Student  rate:  $7.00 
for  non-business  ads.  $0.25  for  each  word  after  25.  Rates  include  one  line  (up  to  21  characters 
including  spaces)  of  BOLD  type  for  the  ad  header.  Additional  bold  type  $2.00.  No  copy  changes  after 
submission,  no  telephone  ads.  Submit  in  person  or  send  with  payment  to:  Varsity  Classifieds,  21  Sussex 
Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  1V15S  1J6.  Deadlines:  For  IVIonday  or  Tuesday  issue-Thursday  noon,  for  Thursday  issue- 
Monday  noon.  Enquires:  416-946-7604,  email:  ads@thevar8ity.ca 
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Battle  of  Ontario 
ready  to  rage 


by  RYAN  KENNEDY 

VARSITY  STAFF  


Witti  ttie  final  match-ups  set,  the 
NHL  playoffs  will  once  again  feature 
a  first-round  Battle  of  Ontario,  as  the 
Toronto  Maple  Leafs  take  on  their 
ugly  cousins  the  Ottawa  Senators  in 
a  series  that  will  certainly  feature  no 
love  lost  between  the  rivals. 

After  dousing  the  upstart  Sens  in 
three  of  the  last  four  Stanley  Cup 
playoffs,  the  Leafs  find  themselves 
in  a  new  situation  this  year.  Not  only 
will  the  Buds  have  home-ice  advan- 
tage, but  they  are  coming  off  a  6-0 
drubbing  of  Ottawa  and  a  domination 
of  the  regular  season  series  between 
the  two — a  flip  from  previous  years. 
Of  course,  the  dream  first-round 
tete-a-tete  between  the  Leafs  and  the 
Montreal  Canadiens  was  squashed 
by  a  Boston  victory  over  New  Jersey 
yesterday,  but  hey — that's  what  the 
later  rounds  are  for. 

Not  that  the  Battle  of  Ontario  isn't 
something  for  all  hockey  fans  to  look 
forward  to,  but  let's  face  facts:  the 
Sens  have  an  800-pound  psychologi- 


cal gorilla  on  their  backs,  and  I  ain't 
talking  about  Zdeno  Chara.  From 
thrilling  come-from-behind  victories 
to  straight-up  dismantlings,  the  Leafs 
have  made  a  habit  of  emotionally 
scarring  Ottawa  more  times  than  a 
nerd  on  prom  night. 

And  the  horizon  isn't  looking  too 
sunny  for  Bytown.  With  star  goalie 
Patrick  Lalime  recovering  from  a 
sprained  knee  and  late-season  ac- 
quisition Peter  Bondra  reading  the 
fine  print  of  the  Corel  Centre  boards 
up  close  and  personal  thanks  to  a 
Tie  Domi  bodycheck,  the  Sens  won't 
exactly  have  all  cylinders  firing  come 
Thursday.  To  be  fair,  the  Leafs  will 
be  without  Owen  Nolan,  and  could 
most  likely  be  without  Darcy  Tucker 
and  Ken  Klee,  but  back-to-back  shut- 
outs to  end  the  season  seem  to  have 
quelled  those  fears  for  the  moment. 

The  Leafs  Nation  have  waited  with 
baited  breath  for  more  than  three 
decades  now  for  their  team  to  go 
the  distance,  and  with  a  first-round 
knockout  of  the  Sens,  they  could  be 
well  on  their  way  to  the  promised 
•  land. 
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sure  that  a  Canadian  team  is  able  to 
compete  in  the  tournament." 

Mikkola  also  commented  on  the 
stiffness  of  the  competition,  noting 
that  U  of  T  is  not  the  favourite  to 
win  the  tournament.  Teams  from 
Boston,  New  York,  Aurora,  Montreal 
and  North  Carolina  have  expressed  a 
desire  to  field  teams  against  Toronto 
next  weekend. 

"We  expect  to  be  an  underdog 
team,  especially  against  Boston,  who 
will  have  top  players  arriving  from 
Finland,  and  New  York,  with  Swedish 
expatriates  who  have  had  great  suc- 
cess playing  floorball  in  the  past"  said 
Mikkola.  "Boston  is  the  reigning  unof- 
ficial North  American  champion,  with 


New  York  a  close  second  and  Team 
Toronto  third." 

At  last  year's  East  Coast  Floorball 
tournament  in  Raleigh,  North  Caro- 
lina, the  U  of  T  team  finished  in  third 
place.  Michael  Weiss  was  the  top  To- 
ronto scorer,  amassing  eight  points  in 
six  games. 

The  Canada  Cup  is  seen  as  a  great 
way  to  spread  news  of  the  growing 
floorball  phenomenon  to  the  greater 
Toronto  community  at  large.  Mikkola 
has  been  busy  ensuring  that  the  tour- 
nament is  well  covered  when  it  takes 
place  at  the  AC. 

"We've  been  doing  stuff  with  the 
press,  Finnish  TV,  City  TV.  I've  been 
postering"  said  Mikkola.  "We've  man- 
aged to  secure  sponsors  for  the  event, 
and  we  want  to  get  the  word  out." 
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